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LECTURES  wards :   and  by  this  effect  must  interfere 

Q^  THB  "^iih  those  proper  and  indispensible  con- 
tractions which  the  uterus  is  taking  on  it- 

THEORY  AND  PRACTICE    OF  gclf.    It  is  true  we  can  reUeve  the  patient 

MIDWIFERY;  ^m  the  annoyance  of  after-pains;  but  at 

the  same  time  that  we  remove  the  pain, 

Delivered  at  the  London  Hoqntalf  we  are  incurring  danger ;   we  are  cramp- 

r>     ry              rr   «                        w  tx  *"8f  naturc,  by  depriving  her  of  the  only 

Bit  Francis  H.  Ramsbotham,  M.D.  power  -she    possesses    for   insuring   the 

woman's  continued  safety.    The  same  ob- 

•vrxTj  jections,  indeed,  do  not  apply  to  opiates  in 

Lecturb  XXVI.  ,1  small  quantity ;   they  are,  in  minute 

LABOUR,  doses,  likely  to  do  good  rather  than  in- 
jury, because  they  may  soothe  irritability 

AfTER  TREATMENT.  without  interfering   with    the  necessazy 

Wb  hare  fully  considered  the  duties  which  changes  going  on  in  the  uterine  system, 

devolve  upon    the  obstetrical  attendant,  If,  then,  we  can  give  such  doses  of  opium, 

down  to  the  termination  of  active  labour ;  and  repeat  them  at  such  intervals  as  will 

still,  as  I  before  remarked,  the  process  of  just  induce  a  state  of  gentle  quietude, 

parturition  is  not  to    be   considered    as  and  yet  not  suspend  the  uterine  contrac- 

fimshed,evenon  the  birth  of  the  placenta;  tions,  we  shall  be  rendering  the  best  ser- 

for  the  same  action  which  expelled  the  vice  in  our  power.  I  think  Uiat  by  the  exhi- 

child  is  continued  for  some  time,  for  the  bition  of  four,  five,  or  six  minims  of  lauda- 

pnrpose  of  closing  the  uterine  cavity,  and  num,  or  a  corresponding  quantity  of  any 

contracting  its  dilated  vessels.  The  woman,  other  sedative  drug,  repeated  every  four  or 

therefore,  cannot  be  looked  upon  as  safe,  six  hours,  we  shaU  be  most  likely  to  effect 

even  from  the  immediate  effects  of  the  la-  this  object. 

bonr,  for  many  hours ;  and  the  puerperal  Medicine  of  any  kind  may  often  not  be 

state  is  not  to  be  regarded  as  terminated  required  after  delivery ;  but  in  many  cases 

until  the  womb  has  re-acquired  its  small,  it  is  useful ;  and  in  few  can  even  opium  do 

original,  unimpregnated  size.  harm,  if  exhibited  in  small  Quantities,  un- 

Mediehie. — Having  made  her  person  as  less  there  exist  a  peculiar  ioiosjmcrasy  of 

comfortable  as  we  can,  by  surrounding  the  constitution,  unfavourable  to  its  action.  It 

lower  part  of  it  with  dry  and  warm  nap-  is  as  well,  then,  that  something  should  be 

kins,  and  allowed  her  some  tepid  drink,  ordered ;— not   simply  because  it  is  ex- 

our   attention  is  to   be  directed  to  the  pected; — not  merely  because  the  patient 

necessity  of  medicine.  may  consider  herself  neglected  if  it  be 

It  is  ue  custom  in  some  parts  of  the  omitted,  and  may  attribute  any  inconve- 
kingdom,  and  by  some  practitioners  in  nience  die  may  afterwards  suffer  to  that 
London,  to  g^ve  a  large  dose  of  laudanum  omission ; — but  because  it  tends  to  keep 
immediately  after  delivery,  to  quiet  the  down  excitement,  and  to  induce  repose, 
^stem,  to  iuU  the  excitement,  to  still  the  The  old-fashioned  spermaceti  draught 
aher  pains,  and  to  procure  sleep.  I  hold  used  to  be  a  fayourite  medicine  after  labour; 
this  practice  as  a  principle  to  be  even  more  and  some  of  my  friends  are  still  in  the 
injurious  than  tne  exhibition  of  large  habit  of  prescribing  it.  It  was  first  ad- 
doses  of  stimuli^  because,  besides  acting  as  ministered  under  the  idea  that  spermaceti 
a  strong  stimulus  for  the  moment,  oipium  was  a  specific  for  inward  contusions,  and 
exerts   a  p«»werfnl  narcotie  effect  after-  that  under  labour  the  neck  and  mouth  of 
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the  uterus,  and  the  yagina,  were  neces-  in  other  respects, comfortable.  We  may  then 

sarily  bruised  by  Uie  passage  of  the  child,  take  our  leave,  giving  instructions  to  the 

Both  the  positions,  however,    on   which  nurse  with  regard  to  her  future  manage- 

this    practice  was    founded,  are  errone-  ment,  until  our  next  visit;   and  these  In- 

ous;   neither  is  spermaceti  a  specific  for  structions  should  be  clear,  positive,  and 

inward  bruises,  nor  is  it  usual  for  any  in-  definite.    It  is  not  unlikely  that  this  im. 

ward  bruising  to  take    place    under  la-  portant  and  bustling  personage  may  con- 

hour.    But  spermaceti  is  a  lady-like,  ele-  sider  her  dignity  offended,  or  her  province 

gant  sort  of  draught;  and  the  only  objec-  invaded,  by  the  orders  you  may  think  it 

tion  to  it  is  the  difficulty  of  preparing  it ;  right  to  leave ;  but  your  patient's  welfare 

— it  reanires  a  good  deal  of  manipulation,  and  comfort  so  much  depends  on  proper 

and  a  little  art,  in  order  to  mix  it  well,  attention  being  paid  her  during  the  next 

The  medicine  that  I  prefer  is  quite  as  ele-  few  hours,  that  nothing  should  be  left  to 

gant  and  pleasant ;  it  consists  of  an  ounce  the  caprice  or  prejudices  of  a  nurse.^-The 

of  almond  mixture,  half  drachm  of  syrup,  first  injunction,  then,  to  be  given  is  as  to 

five  or  six  minims  of  laudanum,  and  three  the  length  of  time  she  should  be  allowed 

drachms  of  cinnamon  water.    If  a  febrile  to  remain  quiet,  until  her  linen  is  changed, 

condition  be  present,  perhaps  we  may  be  and  she  is  removed  from  her  position.      If 

inclined,  instead  of  giving  almond  mix-  there  be  no  haemorrhage  or  faintness,  she 

ture,  to  prescribe  a  saline.  Should  the  skin  may  lie  for  an  hour  after  your  departure, 

be  dry  and  hot,  we  might  prefer  admi-  supposing  you  have  staid  in  the  house  at 

nistering  three  or  four  drachms  of  liquor  least  half  an  hour  from  the  removal  of  the 

ammonis  acetas;  but  it  is  seldom  that  placenta.— The  next  must  be  with  regard 

this  state  prevails,  as  the  woman  generally  to  the  mode  of  removal.     She  must  not  be 

has  been  perspiring  profusely  during  la-  allowed  to  get  off*  the  bed,  either  to  sit  or 

hour ;  and  there  is  therefore  no  necessity  to  stand,  nor  must  she  of  her  own  accord 

stimulate  the  cutaneous  vef>sels  further.  move  hand  or  foot  in  the  way  of  exertion ; 

before  the  house  is  left,  after  the  pa-  she  must  have  the  dress  in  which  she  was 
tient*s  person  has  been  protected  in  the  delivered  taken  ofi*  as  quietly  as  possible, 
way  recommended  at  our  last  meeting,  a  iVesh  linen  placed  on  her  person,  and  she 
drau^t,  such  as  I  have  just  mentioned,  must  be  lifted,  with  the  lea^t  possible  as- 
ma^  be  prescribed ;  the  time  occupied  in  sistanoe  on  her  part,  into  the  place  pre- 
writing  instructions  for  which  may  proba-  viously  prepared  for  her. 
bly  be  ten  or  fifteen  minutes;  and  it  is  Bcfn//a^e.— Again,  we  must  not  omit  to 
then  right  to  make  another  examination  of  give  directions  about  a  bandage,  or  iaft- 
the  uterus,  through  the  parietes  of  the  ab.  guard,  as  it  is  usually  called,  in  the  idionn 
domen,  to  ascertain  that  it  has  not  become  of  the  puerperal  chamber.  Most  frequent- 
relaxed  in  the  interval ;  the  napkins,  also,  ly,  indeed,  the  medical  man's  attention  is 
round  the  hips  and  on  the  yulva,  must  be  called  to  the  propriety  of  its  application, 
again  inspected,  that  we  may  assure  onr-  either  by  the  nurse  or  Uie  patient  herself,  so 
selves  no  external  haemorrhage  is  going  on.  that  it  seldom  becomes  necessary  for  him  to 
This  latter  inquiry  is  better  left  to  the  nurse,  give  orders  respecting  it :  for  women  have 
If  upon  this  examination  we  find  that  the  an  idea  that  the  more  tightly  their  persons 
uterus  is  still  small,  and  almost  as  hard  as  are  braced  after  delivery,  the  more  likely 
a  fcetal  head— if  the  linen  be  but  little  are  they  to  preserve  the  symmetry  of  their 
soiled— if  not  more  than  two  or  three  form;  and  this  is  a  point  very  near  their 
coagula,  the  size  of  a  walnut,  have  passed  heart  There  are  few,  indeed,  who  are 
—we  need  be  under  no  alarm  with  regard  careless  about  possessing  a  good  figure; 
to  the  state  of  the  patient ;  so  far  as  and  so  long  as  this  prejudice  prevails — 
haemorrhage  is  eoncemed,  she  is  safe,  most  provided  the  female  breast  continues  to 
probably,  for  that  labour ;  at  any  rate  for  throb  with  its  present  passions  and  de- 
the  present  moment  If,  on  the  contrary,  sires— so  long  nothing  will  be  neglected 
we  observe  a  considerable  discharge  of  by  them  to  improve  those  corporeal  graces 
blood  upon  the  bed,  if  the  uterus  be  large,  with  which  nature,  in  her  prodigality,  has 
soft,  and  flaccid :  or  if,  on  pressure  being  enriched  them.  Some  practitioners  in  this 
applied,  a  coagulnm  escapes,  or  a  quantity  country,—  men  of  eminence,  and  whose 
of  fluid  blood  passes,  with  aguigUng  noise,  names  carry  with  them  great  authority, — 
she  is  then  flooding ;  she  must  not  be  left,  have  suggested,  that  from  the  first  com> 
but  will  require  careful  superintendance,  mencement  of  labour,  a  bandage,  formed 
probably  for  many  hours.  with  four  tiers  of  tape,  should  be  placed 

But  we  will  presume  the  case  to  be  of  the  round  the  waist;    that  the  first  may  be 

more  common  Kind — one  in  which  the  ute-  tied  loosely  when  labour  begins ;  the  second 

nisissmall  and  oontractedyin  which  there  is  pretty  tightly  ailer  the  membranes  have 

aslightdischaige  from  the  external  parts,^-  ruptured,  when  Uie  uterus  is  supposed  to 

thfl  napkins  beinff  but  partially  soaked,-^  be  considerably  diminished  in  size ;   the 

and  in  which  the  leelingsaiecomparatively,  third  when  the  child  is  bom;   and  the 
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fourth  after  the  plaoentA  is  expelled :  so  Many  a  woman  has  lost  her  life  from 
that  a  regular  pressure  should  be  kept  up  syncope^ — ^the  mere  consequence  of  being 
on  Uie  uterus  as  it  contracts.  Now  I  hare  placed  in  the  erect  posture,  either  on  her 
a  great  objection  to  this  plan,  because,  in  fesi  or  in  a  chair,  while  her  attendants 
the  first  place,  it  renders  our  duty  compli-  hwe  been  preparing  the  bed  for  her  recep- 
cated.  I  do  not  oppose  it  on  account  of  tion.  In  many  an  instance  a  sudden  and 
the  trouble  it  brings  with  it,  but  it  may  in-  ipatal  snsh  of  blood  has  followed  the  same  in. 
terfere  with  other  matters  of  more  con-  judicious  proceeding;  and  I  hare  personally 
sequence.  Another  great  objection  is,  that  known  two  cates  in  which  an  aggravated 
the  bandage  becomes  soiled  by  the  dis-  procidentia  ofthe  uterus  occurred,  owing  to 
charges,  or  is  soaked  with  perspiiplf on ;  the  same  cause,  which  continued  as  long 
and  after  the  patient  is  quietly  iMit  into  as  the  patients  lived.  Both  these  women 
bed,  she  has  for  some  time  a  watAud  dirty  died  early  in  life,  and  in  both  the  origin 
piece  of  calico  next  her  skin, instead  of  a  of  the  disease  which  destroyed  them  was 
newly-adapted  bandage,  qr  clean  linen;  attributable  to  such  injudicious  manage- 
and  more  serious  evi]#  might  result  to  ment  immediately  after  the  exertion  of 
her  than  even  her  |MKnt  uncomfortable  labour.  We  therefore  require  that  she 
feelings.  should  lie  still  a  certain  time,  and  not  be 

Bntalthoudbliftroqglyolgaettoaban-  moved  into  the  upright  posture,  in  order 
dage  being  jm^ed  on  tte  person  of  the  that, — besides  other  evils,— we  may  pre- 
woman  prelfanijj  to  the  commencement  vent  syncope,  flooding,  and  procidentia 
bf  laboar,  j[  Ibiok  the  application  of  one    uteri. 

after  dijluffj  highly  useful,    its  manage-        Intenal  between  leaving  the  patient  and  the 
meii^jM>wever,  had  better  be  left  entirely    next  vUU.  —  After  taking    our   leave,    it 
tolkBjmrse;  for  there  is  surely  something    will  depend   upon   many   circumstances 
hJ?j  indelicate  in  its  being  applied  by  a    how  long  should  intervene  between  the 
jpan ; — much  more  so,  inde^,  than  any  of    present  and  our  next  visit,-»at  any  rate/ 
4he  duties  we  are  ordinarily  called  upon  to    that  should  not  be  defered  beyond  twenty* 
perform  under  natural  labour.    To  be  of   four  hours ;  but  it  is  much  better  that  it 
service,  it  should  be  next  the  skin,  must  be    should  be  made  within  twelve, 
sufficiently  broad  to  reach  from  the  pubes        Informatum  to  be  gained  at  the  Jint  visit. — 
to  above  the  navel,  and  cannot  be  properly    Upon  our  first  visit  there  are  a  number  of 
adapted  unless  the  abdomen  be  more  or  less    questions  which  it  is  necessary  to  ask,  and 
uncovered.  It  ought  not  to  be  put  on  imoie-    a  great  deal  of  information  which  it  is 
diately  after  the  expulsion  ofthe  placenta ;    necessary  for  us  to  gain.    There  are  other 
because  it  is  right  that  perfect  quietness    questions,  perhaps,   which    may  be  put 
should  be  preserved,  until  the  first  changes    pro  forma.    Those  points  which  it  is  neces- 
in  the  uterus  are  effected,  that  no  cUs-    saiy  to  inquire  into,  and  without  gain- 
tnrbance  may    interrupt   their  progrress.    ing  positive  information  upon  which  we 
The  principal  object  which  the  bandage    must  nut  be  satisfied,  are — whether  she 
serves  is  that  of  bracing  the  bowels,  and    has  been  much  harassed  with  pain,  and 
giving  an  artificial  support,  in  lieu  of  that    what  sleep  has  been  obtained;  for  sleep, 
which  they  have  lost  tnrough  the  laxity  of    the  grand  restorer  of  wearied  nature,  is 
the  abdominal  muscles ;  and  to  prevent    especially  requisite  lifter  labour.    It  is  for- 
the  faintness  necessarily  induced  on  the    tunate  if  our  patient  tells  us  that  she  has 
sudden   removal  of  a  certain  degree  of   had  two  or  diree  hours  quiet  rest.    We  do 
pressure.    It  may  to  some  extent,  indeed,    not   expect    uninterrupted  rest,   because 
stimulate  the  uterus  to  more  perfect  con-    she  will  be  disturbed  by  the  after-pains ; 
traction ;  but  if  that  organ  be  unnaturally    but  if  she  has  not  suffered  much  fVom 
flaccid,    it  would  be  wrong  to   rely  on    this  cause  of  annoyance,  and  has  had  three 
compression  by  a  bandage,  to  insure  its    or  four  hours  sleep  during  the  night,  we 
more  powerful  action,  or  prevent  its  cavity    consider  it  as  a  good  average.    Of  the 
becoming  distended  with  blood; — in  such    nurse  we  require  to  learn  whether  any 
a  case,  the  only  safe  means  of  exerting    water  has  passed  from  the  bladder,  (for 
sufficient  external  pressure  is  by  the  grasp    that  is  a  matter  Of  great  coiisequence ;) 
of  the  hand  steadily,  and,  for  some  time,    and  what  sort  of  a  discharge  there  has 
nnremittingly,  applied.  been.    The  sanguineous  discharge  does  not 

All  the  apparently,  perhaps,  unim-  cease  as  soon  as  the  placenta  is  expelled, 
portant  cautions  I  have  ffiven  yon  regard-  nor  ought  it  to  disappear  suddenly;  but 
ing  the  management  of  a  person  imme-  a  continual  oozing  of  blood  goes  on  fVom 
diately  after  deliveiy,  are  highly  necessary  the  uterine  vessels,  more  or  less,  for  some 
to  .  be  attended  to ;  because  very  many  time  after  deliveiy.  In  scientific  language, 
womea  have  lost  their  life,  or  haye  been  this  flow  is  known  by  the  name  of  the 
rendered  miserable  for  the  remainder  of  lochia ;  among  women,  in  general,  by  that 
their  existence  through  the  stupidity,  ig-  of  discharge ;  and  by  the  Vulgar  it  is  called 
Boranoe,    or   obetinacy   of    their  nurse,    the  eleanringt.    For  spme  days  this  dis. 
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charge  continues  to  possess  all  the  const!-  though  more  than  usually  pallid,  while 

toent  parts  of  the  blood;  but  it  frradually  the  pulse  is  70  or  80;  the  tongue  and 

loses  the  firmer  portions  and  red  globules,  mouth  moist  and  clean;  then  every  thing 

and  before  its  final  departure  it  becomes  of  is  most  likely  going  on. correctly. 

aserouscharacter^possessinga  greenish  tint;        It  is  not  right  that  we  should  leave  the 

and  is  then  known,  in  the  language  of  the  house,  without  taking  some  notice  of  the  in. 

lying,  in  room,  by  the  name  of  thegreen  toaters.  fant  AH  women  are  flattered  by  baring  their 

This  change  in  its  character  and  appear-  children  noticed,  and  especially  young  mo- 

ance  is  the  result  of  the  continued  con-  thers.   Partly  out  of  compliment,  therefore, 

traction  going  on  in  the  uterus.    At  first,  but  principallv  for  information,  we  should 

when  the  uterine  parietes  are  compara-  be  particular  in  inquiring  after  the  child. 

tively  lax;  when  the  vessels  are  of  larfe  We  must  learn  from  the  nurse  whether  it 

diameter,   and    their   apertures  perfectly  has  passed  urine  and  stools;  and  should 

patulous ;  ^1  the  essentials  of  the  blood  the  answer  not  be  satisfactory,  we  should 

are  allowed  to  escape  through  them,  and  make  a  personal  examination,  that  we  may 

the  dischaive  is  consecjuently  purely  san-  early  detect  any  malformation  which  may 

gnineous :  out  after  a  time,  in  proportion  exist  in  the  rectum  or  urinary  organa 

as  the  uterus  contracts, — as  the  vessels  are        I  have  before  mentioned,  that  the  meco. 

diminished  in  their  calibre, — as  the  open-  nium  which  has  been  accumulating  in  the 

ings  through   which    the   blood   exuded  large  intestines  during  the  latter  months 

become  smaller, — the  fibrin  and  red  glo-  of  utero-gestation,  is  evacuated  as  the  first 

bules,  by  degrees,  are  prevented  escaping,  stools  of  the  infant  after  birth ;  and  that 

until  al  last  the  serum  only  oozes  out,  it  possesses  a  dark  green  colour,  and  is  of 

carrying    with  it    the   smallest  possible  a  viscid,  sticky  consistence;  very  different 

quantity  of  the  colouring  particles.    On  in  every  property  from  the  light  yellow-co- 

any  exertion  indeed  being  used,  and  some-  loured  foecal  evacuations,  which  take  place 

times,  merely  on  the  first  rising  from  the  alter  digestion  has  commenced.    We  must 

bed,  the  discharge  may  assume  a  more  inquire,  also,  whether  the  child  has  been 

florid  hue,  and  be  more  copious  than  it  put  to  the  breast.    Most  nurses  have  a  dis- 

had  been  for  some    time  past :    unless,  inclination  to  put  the  infant  to  the  breast 

however,  this  be  to  a  debilitating  extent,  during  the  first  few  hours  after  labour, 

it  is  not  usually  necessary  to  enjoin  any  but    tnis  is  a  very  injurious  prejudice. 

stricter  confinement  in  consequence.    If,  We  are  told  "  there  is  no  use  in  teazing 

then,  on  our  first  visit,  we  learn  that  the  the  poor  little  creature,  for  it  sucks  nothing 

bladder  has  acted  freely,^although,  per-  Imt  wind!"     How  can  it  suck  wind? — 

haps,  with  some  trifling  pain ;  that  the  if  it  gets  nothing  at  all,  even  so  far  from 

discharge  has  been  sufficient  to  have  re-  the  early  application  being  hurtful,  it  does 

quired  the  removal  of  four  or  six  napkins,  good ;  because  the  stimulus  of  the  mouth 

—and  that  a  small  coagulum  or  two  has  upon  the  nipple  produces  a  more  speedy 

also  passed ;  we  may  consider  the  actions  secretion  of  milk  than  would  otherwise 

'  of  the  pelvic  viscera  so  far  to  be  going  on  take  place.     Besides,  the  first- formed  fluid 

in  a  healthy  manner.     We  are  not  to  itself  is  rather  of  a  stimulating  quality, 

expect    that   a   motion  will    have  been  and  acts  as  a  slight  purgative;  so  that, 

voided ;  it  is  very  rarely  that  the  bowels  both  for  the  mother's  sake  and  the  child's, 

act  within  the  first  twenty-four  hours  after  it  is  advisable  that  it  should  be  applied  to 

delivery,  unless  diarrhoea  have  existed  pre-  the  breast  within  twelve  hours  after  la- 

viously  to  the  accession  of  labour.  hour  at  the  farthest 

After  information  on  these  points  is  ob-        We  must  also  direct  our  attention  to  the 

tained,  we  may  requi re  to  place  our  hand  on  state  of  the  mother's  bowels.    It  is  the  cus- 

the  abdomen,  to  ascertain  whether  the  ute-  tom  in  London  to  give  an  aperient  draught 

ms  is  still  contracted,  and  whether  pressure  on  the  morning  of  the  third  day  after  la- 

upon  it  gives  pain;  and  we  may,  at  the  hour.    Castor  oil  is  one  of  the  oest  medi- 

same  time,  learn  whether   the   bandage  clues  we  can  have  recourse  to,  if  she  can  be 

is  properly  applied.    If  it  has  shifted  its  persuaded  to  take  it;  but  many  women 

position  upwards  towards  the  bosom,  as  cannot    at  any  time  retain  it'  on    their 

it  frequently  does,  we  must  require  the  stomach;  and  others  have  taken  such  a 

nurse  again  to  adapt  it  We  must,  of  course,  quantity  during  pregnancy,  that  the  verv 

make  our   observations   on   the   tongue,  mention  of  it  produces  nausea:   to  sucn 

pulse,  and  countenance :  from  the  appear-  a  common  aperient  may  be  given,  and  the 

ance  of  the  latter,  we  shall  gain  more  in-  best,  perhaps,  is  the  compound  infusion  of 

^formation  than  can  be  described.     If  the  senna  and  jalap.   The  draught  I  generally 

patient  looks  pale,  haggard,  anxious,  and  use  is  the  following :-— comp.  infu.  senna, 

weary;  if  her  features  are  shrunk,  some-  1  ounce ;  jalap,  8  grs. ;  tart,  of  potass,  1  or 

thing  is  wrong:  if,  on  the  contrary,  she  is  2  drachms;  peppermint  water, 3 drachms ; 

placid, — her  countenance  resuming  some-  manna,  a  drachm  or  two;  and  tinct.  of 

what  of  its  natural  expressioDy  even  al-  ginger,  or  seniuii  half  a  drachm.    This  is 
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seldom  complained  of  as  being  a  naoMous  this  loathsome  application  to  supply.  It 
diaagbt,  and  it  mostly  operates  speedily  is  not  wonderful  tiiat  inflammatory,  ty- 
and  satisfactorily,  without  producing  phoid,  miliary,  and  other  fevers,  were  m 
much  griping.  It  should  be  repeated  every  those  days  rile ;  we  can  only  be  astonished 
four  or  six  houn,  till  the  bowels  act ;  for  that,  in  any  case,  nature  had  power  to 
it  is  faighlv  desirable  that  evacuations  avert  the  dangers  which  such  an  inter- 
should  be  obtained  some  time  in  the  course  ference  with  her  laws,  and  subversion  of 
of  the  third  day.  her  intentions,  must  have  created. 

Diet. — Nor  must  diet  be  omitted  in  our  These  observations,  however,  refer  parti- 

instructions.    Nothing  should  be  allowed  cularly  to  the  middle  ages  and  succeeding 

but  tea,  toast,  or  farinaceous  food,  until  years ;  for  the  ancients  treated  puerpenS 

the  bowels  are  fireely  opened ;  and  after  women  as  though  they  had  suffered  some 

the  operation  of  the  hixative  on  the  same  violent  and  extensive  accident,  as  we  learn 

day,  a  little  beef-tea,  mutton  or  chicken-  from  Uie  recommendations  inculcated  by 

broth,  may  be  given.    Such  kind  of  non-  Celsus.    They  were  confined  for  a  certain 

rishment  is  all  that  is  required  to  sustain  number  of  days  to  the  sparest  diet,  and  se> 

the  system,  under  any  depression  the  ac-  verest  regimen.    Of  the  two  methods,  that 

tion  of  the  bowels  may  have  caused.  advised  by  Celsus  must  be  regarded,  on  the 

Temperature. — Neither  should  the  tem-  whole,  as  most  consonant  with  reason  ;— 

peretnre  of  the  room  be  overlooked.    Yon  nevertheless,  no  general  plan  can  be  uni- 

will  often,   even  in   the  midst  of  sum-  vermlly  applicable,  but  a  deviation  from  it 

mer,    find    the    curtains    drawn    close  roust  in  some  instances  be  necessary, 

around  the  bed,  and  a  fire  in  the  cham-  On  the  third  day,  then,  after  cfeli very, 

her ;  and  you  observe,  if  you  put  your  the  patient  mav  take    for    nourishment 

hand  on  the  pulse,  that  it  is  quickened  by  some  solution  of  animal  matter ;  the  next 

the  application  of  external  heat,  while,  at  day,  or  day  after,  nothing  forbidding,  she 

the  same  time,  there  is  a  profuse  perspinu  may  add  to  this  a  light  pudding;  and  in 

tion  on  the  skin.    The  curtains  should  be  a  week  she  may  be  allowed  a  small  quan- 

undrawn,  that  free  ventilation  may  be  per.  tity  of  solid  meat.     Stimulants  of  any 

mitted,  and  directions  ^ould  be  given  kind,  unless  there  be  an  actual  necessity 

that  no  larger  fire  be  kept  than  is  required  for  them,  never  should  be  permitted  until 

for  the  purposes  of  the  lying-in  room.     It  the  end  of  a  fortnight,  and  then  a  glass  of 

is  as  well  to  hang  a  thermometer  con-  wine  and  water,  or  mild  malt  liquor,  may 

stantly  in  the  apartment,  that  the  tempo-  be  taken. 

rature  may  be  regulated  every  day.     Be-  PoBture, — With   regard  to  position,  we 

tween  60^  and  65^  will  be  found    the  must   keep   her  recumbent  as  much  as 

most  suitable  warmth,  both  in  winter  and  possible,    for   at    least    a    week.      She 

summer.  should  not  sit  up,  even  to  have  the  bed 

Till  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  it  arranged,   for  that  time.     She  may  be 

used  to  be  the  practice  to  force  a  woman's  moved  daily  firom  one  side  of  the  bed  to 

system  with  spices  and  cordials,  immedi-  the  other,  and  lie  on  each  alternately.    In 

ately  after  she  was  delivered;  to  prevent  this  manner  she  can  have  the  advantage  of 

her  enjoying  a.  single  breath  of  fresh  air;  a  change  every  day.    If  the  bed,  however, 

to  put  sana-bags  under  the  chink  of  the  heats  her,  or*  lying  on  it  is  very  irksome, 

door ;  to  nail  the  windows  round  with  list,  she  may  be  moved  daily,  preserving  the 

and  take  every  possible    precaution    to  horizontal  posture,  for  an  hour,  to  a  sofa, 

oblige  her  to  breathe  over  and  over  again  The  ninth  after  delivery  is  looked  upon, 

the  same  vitiated  atmosphere.     A  more  by  women,  as  a  critical  day:  many  consider 

sore  method  of  exciting  fever  could  scarcely  that  if  they  have  so  far  escaped  tne  danger 

be  adopted.    In  more  early  times,  plais-  ofthepuerperalstate,when  that  day  is  past 

ters,     fumigations,     fomentations,   cata-  they  are  safe  from  all  the  perils  of  their 

plasms,  ointments,  and  oils,  mostly  com-  condition ;  and  some  think  that  however 

posed  of  stimulating  or  odoriferous  drugs,  much  they  may  have  indulged  their  appe- 

were  applied  to  the  abdomen  and  vulva,  tites  before,  and  although  they  may  have 

with  the  view  of  promoting  a  free  lochial  been  up  for  some  hours  for  the  two  or  three 

discharge :  and  we  are  told  that  those  wo-  preceding  days,  on  that  they  are  bound  to 

nien  who  had  the  misfortune  to  be  in  af-  fiut  and  keep  their  bed.    Although  this 

fluent  circumstances,  were  compelled  to  prejudice  is  founded  on  error,  it  is  as  well 

snbmit  to  the  infliction  of  a  sheep  skin,  to  favour  it ;  because  it  is  highly  desirable 

warm  and  reeking  from  the  carcase  of  the  that  every  woman  should  be  kept  in  a  state 

newlj-slain  animal,  placed  round  the  ab-  of  perfect  rest,  and  should  submit  to  be 

domen,  to  cherish  and  protect  them.  This  treated  strictly  as  an  invalid— at  any  rate, 

practice  was  adopted  under  the  belief  that  until  that  penod  of  time  has  gone  by. 

the  child,  in  its  exit  from  the  uterus,  had  After  a  week,  then,  she  may  get  up,  and 

deprived  the  mother  of  a  certain  degree  of  lie  the  principal  part  of  the  day  on  a  sofa, 

animal  heat,  which  it  was  the  intention  of  After  a  fortnight  she  may  begin  to  put  her 
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feet  to  the  g^round,  and  she  may  take  an  upon  to  interfere.  If  the  patient  he  well, 
occasional  walls  abont  the  room :  hut  the  and  she  does  not  mean  to  suckle,  she  will 
liherty  allowed  in  this  respect  must  de-  not  consult  her  medical  man  ahout  it ;  he- 
pend  rery  much  on  the  continuance  of  the  cause  she  knows  his  advice  will  go  exaetlj 
lochia.  'So  long  as  the  discharge  is  flow-  contraxy  to  her  intentions :  hut  if  she  he 
ing  at  all  profusely,  the  necessary  changes  111,  and  cannot  suckle,  it  is  then  our  duty 
going  on  in  the  uterus  are  by  no  means  to  prevent  her,  and  to  require  that  a  wet- 
perfected  ;  hut  if  it  has  almost  ceased  at  nurse  should  be  procured  for  the  diild. 
the  end  of  fourteen  or  eighteen  days,  we  Some  women  are  averse  from  snckiing, 
may  suppose  that  the  uterus  has  nearly  because  of  the  trouble  and  confine- 
re<acquired  its  small  unimpregnated  size,  ment  it  necessarily  occasions;  but  others, 
that  tne  parts  are  restored  to  tbeir  original  on  the  contrary,  regard  it  as  the  most 
tone,  and  consequently  that  the  risk  of  g^teful  and  pleasing  office  they  can 
prolapsus  uteri  no  longer  exists.  perform.      No   one    will    deny   that    it 

Continuance  of  vitiis  dtaing  the  puerperal  is  the  bonnden  duty  of  eveiy  woman. 
month—'Mlutum. — We  are  expected,  in  this  provided  she  has  health  and  stren^,  and 
country,  to  give  our  attention  both  to  the  means,  to  nurse  her  own  child,  in  what- 
mother  and  her  infant  during  the  whole  ever  station  of  life  she  may  be  placed, 
puerperal  month ;  or  at  least  until  she  has  She  should  forego  the  pleasures  of  society, 
quitted  her  chamber :  it  is  necessary  that  give  up  the  necessit;^  of  appearing  in  pub- 
a  visit  should  be  made  daily,  until  the  end  lie,  and  waive  the  etiquette  even  of  a  court, 
of  a  week;  after  which  time,  the  atten-  if  those  pleasures,  or  that  etiquette,  inter- 
dance  may  be  regulated  according  to  the  fere  in  any  degree  with  her  duties  to  her 
circumstances  of  each  case.  At  every  infant  I  cannot  allow  that  any  phprsi- 
visit  the  state  of  the  bowels  must  be  par-  cian  would  be  honestly  and  consaen- 
ticularly  inquired  into,  and  care  must  be  tiously  fulfilling  the  trust  reposed  in  him, 
taken  that  they  act  regularly.  They  are  who  did  not,  even  in  the  highest  grade  of 
usually  torpid  while  the  woman  is  inac-  society,  point  out  the  dangers  that  may 
tive,  and  it  is  requisite  to  repeat  the  ape-  spring  from  this  most  natural  and  engag- 
rient  draught  occasionally.  The  ban-  ing  office  being  abandoned;  and  1  should 
dage  should  be  tightened,  and  the  vulva  always  think  better  of  that  woman's  feel- 
should  certainly  be  sponged  daily.  Wo-  ings,  both  towards  her  husband  and  her 
men  of  the  lowec  class  have  a  great  infant,  who  gave  it  the  advantage  of  the 
prejudice     against    the    use    of    water  breast. 

while  the  lochial  discharge  is  flowing;  No  doubt  it  is  much  both  to  the  mo- 
and  many  nurses  will  permit  the  whole  ther's  and  child's  happiness,  comfort,  and 
month  to'pnss  without  proposing  to  wash  health,  for  the  process  of  suJtling  to  go 
the  external  parts  at  all:  a  practice  as  on.  Every  thinking  person  will  agree 
hurtful  as  it  is  filthy.  If,  then,  we  merely  that  milk,  being  the  nourishment  af- 
give  general  directions  that  warm  water  forded  by  nature,  is  much  more  conge- 
should  be  used  liberallv,  the  order  will  nial  to  the  child's  wants  than  any  ex- 
very  likely  be  neglected ;  \)ecause  the  nurse  traneous  food;  that  it  is  most  likely  to 
wiil  say,  **  I  know  the  use  of  water  as  well  afibrd  suitable  sustenance,  and  preserve 
as  the  doctor :  it  is  not  proper."  But  if  the  system  in  a  healthy  state.  Nor  is  the 
we  particularly  direct  her  to  add  to  the  process  of  suckling,  indeed,  less  beneficial 
water  one-fourth  of  gin,  she  will  think  to  the  mother  than  her  infant,  although  its 
that  addition  is  for  some  peculiar  purpose,  advantages  to  her  may  not  be  so  imme- 
and  will  probably  obey  us.  We  are  told,  diately  apparent :  for,  putting  out  of  the 
indeed,  by  some  respectable  authorities,  question  tlie  more  obvious  ill  effects  that 
that  spirit  exerts  a  specific  influence  in  flow  iVom  a  suppressed  secretion,— such 
this  state.  It  is  thought  that  it  stimulates  as  inflammation  of  the  glands  of  the 
both  the  absorbents  and  the  uterus  itself  breast,  and  consequent  suppuration,  •— 
to  increased  action,  so  that  that  viscns  is  manv  less  evident  evils  arise,  among  which 
restored  more  quickly  to  its  unimpreg-  mayoe  enumerated,  congestion  of  the  abdo- 
nated  volume.  I  do  not  exactly  believe  in  minal  and  pelvic  viscera,  and  undue  deter, 
this  doctrine,  but  for  the  sake  of  cleanli-  mination  to  the  head, — the  consequence  of 
ness  it  is  highly  desirable  that  water  should  that  blood  which  ought  to  be  drained 
be  used,  and  there  is  not  the  slightest  away  from  the  general  system  by  the 
objection  to  the  addition  of  a  small  qnan-  breast,  for  the  formation  of  nulk,  being  sud- 
titv  of  spirit.  After  three  or  four  weeks,  denly  thrown  into  other  channels,  and 
cold  water  may  be  substituted,  and  the  upon  ot^er  organs: — so  that,  independently 
parts  may  be  liberally  sluiced  with  it ;  es-  of  the  strong  natural  inclination  which 
pecially  if  the  time  of  year  be  summer.  would  prompt  every  woman  to  suckle,  the 

SucMing.-^li  is  not  generally  that  we  child's  safety  and  ner  own  health  should 

are  asked  the  question  whether  a  woman  also  stimulate  her  to  undertake  the  grate, 

should  suckle  her  child  or  not ;  or  are  called  (^1  and  important  office  of  nurse. 
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•    One  of  the  most  frequent  cauiea  indue-  bow  the  labour  is  advancing — wbicb  you 

ing  women  to  decline  suckling,  is  tbe  ex-  can  perhaju  do,  by  questions  addressed  to 

istence  of  sore  nipples ;  and  it  certainly  the  nurse  and  the  patient  herself,  and  by 

appears  cruel  to  insist  on  a  continuance  of  general  obserTatioiis ;  and  which  you  can 

what  produces  so  much  pain.   But  we  have  poiiiively  do  by  making  an  examination 

means  to  defend  the  tender  organ ;  and  per  yaginam.    Under  this  examination,— 

we  can  cure  the  ulceration :  and  this  in  supposing  pregnancy  to   exist,— yon  as- 

itself  is  seldom  of  sufficient  importance  to  certain  whether  labour  has  begun ;   and 

warrant  our  allowing  a  mother  to  put  her  if    so,     vou     learn    how    far    the    os 

child  away.  uteri  is  ailated, — whether  it  is  soft  and 

Sometimes,   howeyer,   we   find, — espe-  flabby,  ^  whether   the    membranes    are 

cially  among  the  poorer  classes,— that  wo-  broken, — what  part  of  the  child  presently 

men  will  suckle  longer  than  is  desirable  —and  the  state  in  which  the  vagina  and 

for  their  own  strength,  and  for  the  health  perineum  are,  with  regard  to  their  disten- 

of  their  infant,  under  the  belief  that  they  sibility.    On  gaining  this  infonnation,  if 

are  not  susceptible  of  pregnancy  so  long  you  find  the  os  uteri  dilated  beyond  the 

as  the  least  secretion  of  milk  is  kept  up  by  size  of  half  a  crown,  it  is  right  that  yon 

the  lacteal  glands.    To  a  certain  extent  should  stay  in  the  house ;  but  it  is  not  ne. 

this  idea  is  correct;  women  are  certainly  cessary  that  you  should  remain  in  the  pa- 

not  so  likely  to  become  pregnant  while  tient's  chamber.     Frequent  examinations 

nursing,  as  after  the  cessation  of  that  fund-  should  not  be  made  during  the  first  stage,  lest 

tion,  provided  they  continue  to  suckle  for  you  should  rupture  the  membranes,  or  de- 

the  period  only  that  nature  intended :  but  prive  the  parts  of  their  natural  lubricating 

if  they  ekoeed  the  just  limit,  the  continu-  mucus;  and, — to  prevent  the  probability 

anoe  of  the  child  at  the  breast  affords  them  of  breaking  ihe  membranous  cyst  before  it 

little  or  no  protection.    Thus  among  the  has  performed  the  intentions 'nature  has 

lower  orders  it  is  not  very  uncommon  to  evidently  assigned  to  it, — this  examination 

•ee  a  woman  suckling  her  last  infant  till  should  be  made  when  the  pain  is  on  the 

within  three  or  four  months  of  her  next  decline.    After  the  membranes  are  broken, 

confinement,  much  to  the  destruction  of  the  os  uteri  is  well  dilated,  and  the  head 

her  health,  and  the  undermining  of  her  has  descended  into  the  pelvic  cavity,  the 

bodily  powers.    We  mostly  observe,  in-  bed-room  should  not  be  left ;  and  when  the 

deed,  that  the  milk  in  twelve  or  fourteen  heod  is  on  the  perineum,  extending  the 

months  after  delivery  decreases  in  qnan-  structures  at  the  outlet  of  the  pelvis,  the 

tity,  and  becomes  deteriorated  in  quality;  leA  hand,  covered  by  a  napkin,  should  be 

and  the  child  now  evidently  requires  some  'steadily  applied  to  support 'them,  Kod  avert 

other  nourishment  besides  what  the  breast  the  chance  of  injury, 
afibrds.  When  the   chila's  head    is  bom,   the 

Some  line,  then,  must  be  drawn  at  mouth  must  be  wiped  with  a  clean  napkin, 
which  the  infant  should  be  weaned ;  and  in  order  to  remove  any  mucus  that  may 
perhaps,  as  a  general  principle,  twelve  or  hang  about  the  lips.  The  finger  must 
thirteen  montos  will  be  found  the  most  next  be  passed  around  the  neck,  to  ascer- 
fitting  time.  We  cannot  wonder,  either,  tain  whether  the  funis  umbilicalis  is  eir- 
that  suckling,  protracted  to  such  an  ex-  circling  it ;  and  if  so,  it  must  as  speedily 
tent,  is  also  injurious  to  the  infant ;  and  as  possible  be  liberated.  The  body  of  the 
my  friend.  Dr.  Morton,  has  endeavoured  to  child  must  by  no  means  be  hastily  ex- 
prove,  that  children  kept  at  the  breast  be-  tracted ;  but  time  must  be  sriven  for  the  na- 
vond  nine  or  ten  months  are  more  particu-  tural  expulsion  of  the  shoulden.  On  their 
larly  subject  to  some  of  theinfantile  diseases,  passage  the  perineum  must  be  protected,  as 
especially  hydrocephalus,  than  if  they  were  when  the  head  was  emerging.  When  the 
weaned  at  the  proper  time.    In  a  very  in-  child  is  entirely  born,  it  must  be  removed 

genious  essay  on  the  subject,  he  has  a  small  distance  from  the  mother's  person, 
rough t  forward  a  n amber  of  cases,  and  and  two  ligatures  are  to  be  applied  upon 
adduced  good  reasoning  to  establish  the  the  funis  umbilicalis,  which  must  be  di. 
truth  of  his  doctrine.  vided  in  the  centre  between  them.  The 
Recapitulation. — Before  we  proceed  to  the  hand  must  then  be  placed  upon  t^e  abdo- 
consideration  of  the  irregularities  of  head  men,  to  ascertain  the  state  of  the  uterus ; 
presentations,  we  will  recapitulate  a  few  and,  provided  there  be  not  a  second  child, 
of  the  leading  facts  regarding  the  manage-  there  are  five  conditions,  in  each  of  which 
ment  of  natural  labour.  it  is  occasionally  found ;  three  in  which  it 
Yon  must  not  neglect  to  attend  the  sum-  is  small,  and  two  where  it  is  large :  the 
mens  immediately  on  beinr  sent  for  to  a  former  prove  that  the  placenta  is  expelled 
case  of  labour ;  to  take  with  you  a  cathe-  wholly  or  partially  into  the  vagina,  and 
ter,  a  lancet,  and,  if  you  choose,  a  little  the  latter  shew,  that  it  is  still  retained 
JaudBnum ;  to  endeavour  to  ascertain,  as  within  the  uterus.  You  are  not  to  inter- 
soon  as  you  are  admitted  into  the  house,  fere  with  the  placenta  as  long  as  it  remains 
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line  action,  unless  bsemorrhage,  or  lapse  them 

of  time,  prompt  its  remoyal  from  the  ute- 

rine  cavity.    But  as  soon  as  it  is  entirely 

external  to  the  uterus,  and  is  lying  loose  -i  •     i    j.    , 

in  the  vagina  (which  you  know  to  be  the  !?  strikingly  displayed  in  many  of  the 

case  when  vou  ayi  not  only  detect  the  in-  functions  of  the  living  animal,  ihe  man. 

«ertion  of  the  funis  into  the  substance  of  ^^^  '»  which  the  muscular  power  of  the 

the  mass,  but  encompass  its  general  body,  stomach  is  employed  in  the  application 

by  the  finger  introduced  into  the  vagina,  of  the  gastric  juice  to  the  food! 

as  m  a  common  examinaUon,  and  carried  I  may  now  add,  that  such  are  the 

?l^"t«  J  ^'  ^?".».""*^  ^'^''''a  l^^  ^^  ^^""  principles  on  which  the  supply  of  this 

depo^  it  i„  .  Win  p^p.,^  for  U.e  j;?„S3t;Xd±^d  tTl^ 

Immediately  after  the  placenta  is  re<  T^l  ^^^^^^  **®^ect  nor  redundancy ; 

moved,  you  must  place  your  hand  again  *°"     .  *'  '^  "^e*  ^^  illustrate  the  ob- 

OQ  the  abdomen,  to  ascertain  that  the  ute-  ^rvation,  that  although  in  human  en- 

Tus  still  continues  in  a  contracted  state;  t^eavours  many  attempts  often  fail  to 

and  you  will  usually  find  it  almost  as  effect  one  purpose,  in  the  works  of  God, 

small  as  a  foetal  head,  and  tolerably  firm,  each  arrangement  not  only 
You  may  then  remove  the  soiled  napkins 

from   the  patient's  person,   and  replace  «  1 *^*°  **■  ""*  prodace, 

them  by  others  that  are  waim  and  diy.  ''*  **'''••  ^  ■•""**  *^  ""*  «'"»*'  °•••" 

t«lL^®  ''*^"''  ^  *^''*  ^™  "f^  ^^^^  '^°-        The  gastric  juice  is  not  only  the  im- 
^^tlT^^^VTiT A^^""  ^^T  ''    mediate'' instrument  by  which  that  i^ 

Z7li.ri  f^l^^^'^^n^SLT.  'd  t  'sSh  r:fz'''i\Y'T 

few  minims  of  tincture  of  opium,  allow-  ^  "**  stomach  is  effected,  but  (as  has 

ing  nothing  but  cool  gruelor  diluents,  "^ep  proved  expcnmcntally)is  the  mean* 

You  should  remain  in  the  house  after  ?'  inlormmg   us  both  of  the  want  of 

the  placenta  has  passed,  at  least  half  an  *®®j*»  .^"eu  a  fresh  supply  is  necessary, 

hour,  lest  relaxation  should  occur,  and  *""»  V  ^e  listen  to  its  dictates,  of  the 

flooding  supervene;  and  the  last  thing  be-  quantity  required.     Nor  is  this  all,  for 

fore  you  retire,  you  should  again  place  its  secretion  being  influenced  by    all 

your  hand  on  the  abdomen,  to  assure  your-  those  causes  which  would  render  a  sup- 

S^fiy"!^?"*^*^^",^''''*^'*'"^*^:    ^-  Pjyof  food  injurious,  instead  of  ben^ 

IhLt  fh.^?  "!  "  '^'^}^:  y^""  "»>»lobserye  fecial,  it  fails,  and  with  it  the  appetite. 

i^dt?aVrb"i^Wg^Tn7^^^^^^     T^:\i^^  ^*^-  p---»  of,4^ii- 

are  the  prindpal  duties  VK;  to  pe^  ^^V„",?  ^"fP'^"'^?^'  the  chyle  pre- 
form  during  the  progress  of  a  natural  ^"^  *"  r?  stomach  would  only  prove 
labour*.  *  source  of  irritation ;  nay,  the  appetite, 

excited  by  the  gastric  juice,  is  so  modi- 
— fied,  as,  under  certain   circumstances, 

even  to  point  out  to  us  the  kind  of  food 
ON  THE  USES  OF  THE  GASTRIC    at  the  time  reauired,  giving  us,  at  one 

JUICE,  **™e,  a  high  relish  for  the  stronger  kinds 

AND  THE  SUBSTITUTION  OF  VOLTAIC  ELEC      cLiu'l^'a^dljlfn!!?^^^^^  t'^^'^   "^a"^. 
TEICITV  ,0a  THE^VOUS  1K,.UEKCE.         ^^fd'le'w  Juf^trdt^^^^^^^ 

To  ike  Editor  of  tKe  Medical  Ga^Ue.    S  oT^'  ^"^  ^'^  ""^  ""'^'^  ^ 

S,n  .    Ifwe  can  trace  such  proofs  of  design 

Ti.«..,«  1        1  J    •          1    .  ^^  the  formation  of,  and^the  circumstan- 

Havino  been  led,  in  reply  to  a  passage  ces  relating  to,  one  secreted  fluid,  what 

'"P'^-  Promt's  Bndgewater  Treatwe,  to  concepUon  can  we  form  of  the  wisdom 

-— — — — —  and  power  which  would  be  displayed  in 

the  «Vu'ir^?i^;^„r/"'"  ^riv  ^"^?^"°!1  of  the  living  a^niiial,  so 

<llM:hwv«,*>  rmut,  "but  little  sioKuineoiu  dis*    eomplicated,  and  yet  SO  correctly  adapted 
ckwge."  to  their  ends,  If  we  had  knowledge  suf- 
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ficient  to  trace  all  the  workin||^  of  its  It  appears  to  be  so  determined  bj  expe- 

Maker !  riments  related  in  the  twelfth  chapter  of 

the  second  part  (third  edition)  of  my  In- 

In  endeavouring  to  elucidate  the  na-  ouirj  into  tne  Laws  of  the  Vital  Fanc- 

ture  of  the  nervous  influence,  the  first  tions. 

step  waa  evidentlj^  to  ascertain  its  func-  A  circumstance  occurred  in  the  course 

tious,  to  distinguish  its  functions  from  of  these  experiments,  which  strikingly 

those  of  the  sensorial  power,  with  which,  illustrates  some  of  the  s^ttements  in  my 

in  many  instances,  they  are  so  intimately  former  paper. 

blendea.    For  this  purpose  an  extensive  It  is  evident,  that  in  determining  the 

set  of  experiments   was  made,  a  de-  question  before  us,  arterial  blood  must 

tailed  account  of  which  the  reader  will  be  employed :  venous  blood  having  al- 

find  in  my  Experimental  Inquiry  into  ready  undergone  the  operation  of  the 

the  Laws  of  tne  Vital  Functions.    It  nervous  influence,  is  no  longer  capable 

appears  from  these  experiments  that,  of  any  of  the  functions  maintained  by 

besides  the  excitement  of  the  muscles  of  this  influence,  till  its  vital  properties  are 

voluntary  motion,  universally  acknow-  renewed  by  the  changes  effected  in  the 

lodged  to  be  a  function  of  the  nervous  lungs.    Arterial  blood  from  a  rabbit  was 

influence,  its  functions  are,  the  occa-  received  into  a  cup,  placed  in  water  of 

sional  excitement  of  the  muscles  of  in-  the  temperature  of  08^,  namely,  that 

voluntary  motion ;  the  act  of  forming  of  the  animal,  and  the  bulb  of  a  very 

from  the  blood  the  various  secreted  fluids;  sensible    thermometer,   and  the    wires 

that  of  supporting  all  the  other  assi-  from  the  opposite  ends  of  a  powerful 

miladng  processes  by  which  the  healthy  galvanic  trough^-the  wires  being  placed 

atructure  of  every  part  is  maintained ;  one  on  each  side  of  the  bulb — were  im- 

and  that  of  causing  an  evolution  of  mersed  in  the  blood,  which  had  been  in 

caloric  from  the  blood,  for  the  purpose  the  cup  about  two  minutes  before  the  ap* 

of  preserving  the  due  temperature  or  the  paratus  was  adjusted.     But  although 

animal  body.  the  appearance  and  consistency  of  the 

Having  determined  the  functions  of  blood  was  greatly  changed  by  the  ef- 
the  nervous  influence,  we  are  prepared  fectsof  theeleGtriclty,therewasnoextri• 
to  ascertain  whether  there  be  any  other  cation  of  caloric ;  the  thermometer  even 
power  capable  of  all  these  functions,  if  fell  faster  than  that  in  another  cup,  the 
made  to  operate  under  the  same  circum-  arrangement  and  contents  of  which  were 
stances,  that  is,  applied  in  the  same  way  the  same,  with  the  exception  of  the  gal- 
to  the  same  parts,  and  while  the  vital  vanic  wires.  The  experiment  was  then 
principle  is  unimpaired.  repeated  in  the   following  manner: — 

Voltaic  electricity,  it  had  been  found,  The  cups  being  arranged  as  in  the  pre- 

is  capable  of  exciting  the  muscles  of  in-  ceding  experiment,  and,  in  one,  the  gal- 

volontary  as  well  as  those  of  voluntary  vanic  wires  placed  as  before,  the  same 

motion.    And  it  appears,  from  the  ex-  artery  in  two  rabbits  of  the  same  tempera- 

periments   referred    to    in    my  former  ture  (96^)  was  then  opened,  and  the  olood 

paper,  that  it  is  not  onlj  capable  of  allowed  to  flow  into  the  cups ;  a  ther-   , 

forming   the    secreted  fluids  tirom  the  mometer,  raised  to  98^,  being  put  into 

blood,  when  applied  in  the  same  way,  each  of  the  cups  at  the   moment  the 

and  under  the  same  circumstances  as  blood  began  to  flow  into  them.     One 

the  nervous  influence,  but  of  maintain-  minute  after  the  blood  began  to  flow  into 

ing  all  the  other  functions  on  which  the  the  cup  without  the  wires,  the  thermo- 

healthy  stricture  depends  ;  and  in  both  meter  stood  at  97^ ;  in  a  quarter  of  a 

instances,  as  far  as  we  can  see,  as  per-  minute  more— that  is,  a  minute  and  a 

fectly  as  die  nervous  influence  itself.  quarter  after  the  blood  had  begun  to  flow 

Tneae  pointa  having  been  ascertained,  mto  the  cup — at  96^ ;  and  so  on  gradu- 

it  only  remained  to  oetermine,  whether  ally  fdling;    for  it  is  to  be  observed, 

it  is  capable  of  causing  an  evolution  of  that  although  the  cups  were  raised  to 

,  caloric  from  the  blood.    Thus  the  deter-  98^,  the  air  in  them  was  ten  degrees 

mination  of  this  point  became  an  expe-  lower.    One  minute  afler  the  blood  be* 

rimenium  erucis^  because,  if  it  be  deter-  gan  to  flow  into  the  cup  with  the  wires, 

mined  in  the  aflirmative,  voltaic  electri-  tne  thermometer  stood  at  100^ ;  in  half 

city  is  dins  proved  to  be  capable  of  all  a    minute   more    at    102^ ;  in  half   a 

the  functions  of  the  nervous  influence,  minute    more   at  100^ ;   and   in    half 
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a  minute  more  at  99^,  in  another  half-  loric  was  disengaged,  tlie  temperature 

minute  at  98^ — ^that  is,  three  minutes  of  the  blood  being-  uniformly  the  same, 

and  a  half  after  the  blood  had  begun  to  whether  the  wires  were  employed  or  not 

ilow  into  the  cup.    After  this  the  ther- *  I  am,  sir, 

mometer  continued   gfradualljr  to  fall.  Your  obedient  servant. 

In  this  exneriment  the  evolution  of  ca-  A.  P.  W.  Philip. 

loric,    under   the   influence    of   voltaic  CaTendbh.Sqnare,  March  37,  1894. 

electricity,  had  been  such  as  to  raise    

the  temperature  of  the  blood  four  de- 

grees.    In  repeating  the  experiment  on  case  op 

S^w:rl.dy'9^rg:;iri;s"ffjs  tumoe  in  the  medulla 

rose  three  degrees.    It  was  possible  that  OBLONGATA. 

the  great  difference  of  result  observed  By  Thomas  Wm.  Chevalier. 
when  the  blood  had  stood  two  minutes 

iu  the  Clin     before   the  introdiirtinn   of  Coniulting  Surgeon  to  tbe  Westminster  General 

ju  uie  Clip,    oeiore   ine  iniroaucnon   OI  Dispensary,  and  to  the  Royal  Union 

the  galvanic  wires,  and  when  it  was  Association. 

allowed  to  flow  from  the  vessel  upon  

the    wires,    although    no    change    in 

its  appearance  had  Uken  place,  might  Mr.  C.  V.  R.,  a  youth  of  great  mental 
arise  from  some  elastic  fluid  having  vivacity  and  ^elegant  figure,  temperate 
escaped  previously  to  the  introduction  in  his  habits,  and  of  good  general  health, 
of  tne  wires  in  the  former  instance,  hegan,  on  the  8th  of  July,  to  complain 
It  was  ascerUined,  however,  by  an  ex-  ^^at "  Aw  head  felt  very  Mtrange.**  He 
perimeut  detailed  in  the  chapter  just  re-  had  lately  returned  from  a  voyage  to 
ferred  to,  that  no  elastic  fluid  is  disen-  Calcutta,  and  nroposed  veiy  shorUy  to 
gaged  from  arterial  blood  under  such  undertake  another, 
circumstances.  From  the  whole  of  the  There  was  an  expression  of  anxious 
circumstances,  it  would  appear  that  vol-  curiosity  on  his  countenance  when  he 
taic  electricity  fails  to  cause  an  evolu-  made  the  complaint  above  quoted,  which, 
tion  of  caloric  from  blood  which  has  though  hardly  sufficient  to  attract  atten- 
been  extravasated  even  for  two  minutes,  tion  at  the  time,  is  now  recaUed  to  my 
for  the  same  reason  that  it  fails  to  excite  remembrance,  as  indicative  of  more 
the  muscular  fibre  of  au  animal  which  grave  apprehensions  in  his  own  mind 
has  lain  dead  for  a  certain  length  of  than  he  ventured  to  declare,  or  his 
time;  the  difference  of  the  length  of  symptoms  would  at  that  period  have 
time  required  in  the  two  cases,  only  seemed  to  justify.  Some  such  slight 
proving  that  the  vital  principle  is  sooner  an<l  almost  imperceptible  trait,  either  in 
extinguished  in  the  blood  than  in  the  the  moral  deportment  or  physical  con- 
muscular  fibre.  As  we  might  have  fore-  stitution,  is  not  uncommonly  the  only 
seen,  it  is  here,  as  in  all  otner  instances,  warning  we  receive  of  impending  mis- 
only  where  the  vital  principle  remains  chief  in  the  brain,  of  the  most  serious 
that  voltaic  electricity  can  perform  any  ^^d  even  fatal  nature,  from  a  chronic 
of  the  functions  of  the  nervous  influence,  cause. 

On  what  principle  could  it  be  expected  This  young  gentleman's  tongue  was 

to  perform  those  functions,  unless  in  all  furred,    the  conjunctiva  of  both  ey^es 

respects  made  to  operate  under  the  same  deeply  tinged  yellow,  and  his  right  side 

circumstances  unoer  which  the  nervous  slightlj^  tender :  so  that,  with  the  sinficle 

influence  itself  operates.   It  is  not  with-  exception  of  the  anxiety  denoted  in  his 

out  surprise  that  we  see  so  obvious  a  po-  looks,  his  symptoms  were  those  of  an 

sition  overlooked.  obstructed  liver ;   and  a  blue  pill,  to  be 

It  is  evident,  that  if  voltaic  electricity  followed  with  a  senna  draught,  were  the 

in  the  preceding  experiments,  operate  medicines  prescribed.    The  next  day  he 

on  the  same  principle  as  the  nervous  in-  called  the  sensation  with  which  he  was 

fluence,  it  should  occasion  no  evolution  still     troubled,    "  a    headache  ;"    the  . 

of  caloric  from  venous  blood,  which  has  draughts  had  been  partially  rejected, 

already  undergone  the  operation  of  that  and  had  acted  but  moderately.     He  had 

influence.    On  repeatedly  exposing  ve-  vomited  a  transparent  fluid,  as  green  as 

nous  blood  to  the  influence  ot  Uie  wires,  gniss;  he  had  cramps  of  the  extremi- 

Mobile  it  flowed  from  the  vessels,  no  ca-  ties ;  his  hands  were  cold  aUemately  ; 
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sometimes  tbe  right  hand  and  lefl  foot,  yescinedianvirtk)  blisters  to  the  nucha 

or  viee  versd.    His  pulse  small  and  on*  Mid'€|ngMirram,  and  bleeding,  and  his 

pressed ;  his  tongue  still  furred  etfcmrf  symptoms  were  so  far  mitigated  on  the 

on  either  side.     He  took  a  wily  etfli*  morning  of  July  22d,that  after  eating  a 

posed  of  sijrgrah»«feaIomeraini  half  heart>  breakfa^  he  talked  of  driving 

a  gnm  of  powdered  opiom ;  and,  at  in-  into  toe  City  to  attend  to  his  outfit  for 

terrats  of  four  hours,  first  a  Seidlitz  the  East. 

powder  and  then  three  grains  of  calo-  About  noon  on  that  day  he  suddenly 

mel  with  a  quarter  of  a  grain  of  opium,  became  conTulsed  and  insensible ;   his 

I  also  applied  to  the  pit  of  the  stomach  mouth  was  drawn  to  the  left,  and  he  had 

aplaister,  composed  of  one-third  extra  lost  tbe  use  of  his  right  ann.     Drs. 

belladonnce  and  two  parts   empl.  by-  Maton  and  Forbes,  with  Mr.  Hutchison 

drargyri ;  a  remedy  which  I  hare  often  and  myself,  attended.    Our  patient  had 

found  effectual  in  allaying  nausea.  both  pupils  largely  dilated,  and  per- 

The  sickness  continued,  and  on  the  fectly  insensible  to  light.     He  had  out 

third  day  there  was  a  degree  of  drowsi-  little  stertor;  but  the  action  of  winking 

Bess  and  stupor,  which,  if  not  produced  was  arrested  to  a  great  extent.    By  Dr. 

by  the  opium,  would  haye  sufficed  of  it-  F.'s  adyice,  a  strong  cathartic  clyster 

self  to  direct  my  attention  to  the  head,  had  already  been  administered;    cata- 

and,  indeed,  gaye  rise  to  the  remark,  plasms  of  mustard  and  linseed  applied 

that  '*  the  state  of  the  brain  was  the  to  the  head ;   his  head  shaved,  and  cold 

principal  object  of  my  solicitude."  lotion  applied.      He    was    cupped  to 

As  I  am  informed,  the  green  vomit  twelve  ounces,  aiid  took  ten  gpratns  of 

continued,  or  only  ceased  at  intervals,  calomel,  and  an  ounce  of  puiging  mix- 

for  ten  days ;  the  bowels  were  opened  ture,  every  two  hours.    In  the  evening 

with    difficulty.      The    inattention  of  he  exhibited  some  shade  of  letuming 

the  patient   occasionally   increased  to  consciousness.   He  constantly  examined 

positive  stupor :    he  stageered  on   at-  his  paralysed  ri^ht  hand,  or  any  other 

tempting  to  walk.    His  thirst  was  in-  person's,  with  his  left,  as  though  endea- 

tense,  so  that  on  one  occasion  he  got  out  vouring   to  ascertain  the  cause  of  its 

of  bed  in  the  dark  (which  he  was  then  strange    appearance    to    his    distorted 

thought  too  weak  to  accomplish),  and  vision.     Tears  flowed  firom  his  right 

drank  off  some  water  with  which  the  eye  when  he  was  addressed   on  any 

common  utensils  of  the  bedchamber  had  affecting  topic. 

been  rinsed  out      On  this  and  other  On  the  following  afternoon  (the  23d), 

grounds,  rendering  it  sufficiently  possi-  the  pupils  were  very  large,  peifectly  in- 

ble,  he  was  naturally  suspected  of  a  de-  sensible  to    light,    and    streaked  with 

sire  to  avoid  going  to  sea  again ;  and  it  films  from  the  deficient  winking.    Hi» 

became  the  opinion  of  those  around  him  right  arm  continued  useless ;  the  stra- 

that  part  of  bis  symptoms  were  assumed  bismus  as  on  the  preceding  day.    The 

with  that  object.    Hitherto  he  had  not  pulse  quick,  oppressed,  anclfeeble.    He 

been  positively  delirious,  nor  exhibited  was  ordered  to  be  cupped    again    to 

any  decided  cause  of  alarm,  with  re-  eight   ounces  ;    a  blister  was  applied 

spect  to  the  state  of  his  brain,  to  the  to    the    back   of   the    head,    ana    he 

ODservation  of  Mr.  A.   C.  Hutchison,  took  two  grains  of  calomel  evei^  fourth 

who  now  attended  him.     Afterwards,  hour.      There    appeared  at  this  time 

howeTer,we  learnt  from  his  relations,tbat  some  irritation  about  the  genitals;  his 

his  temper  was  unusually  irritable,  and  hand  was  frequently  applied  to  them, 

that  he  was  far  more  profane  in  his  Ian-  as  if  to  remove  some  inconvenience  of 

guage  than  his  habits  might  account  clothing.    The  secretion  of  urine,  how- 

for,  while  at  moments  he  expressed  his  ever,  had  been  suppressed,  and  although 

contrition    for   such    occurrences.      It  for  twenty-four  hours,  hitherto  without 

would  appear  that  he  evinced  also  a  de-  priapism.    The  irritation  referred  to  at- 

gree  ofslyness  and  cunning  quite  foreign  tracted,  therefore^  but  little  attention, 

to  his  character  under  such  circumstances,  But  even  at  this  period  of  the  history, 

and    a  shade  of  unnatural   antipathy  the  symptoms  pointed  out  a  chronic  dis- 

toward  some  of  his  relations,  which  in-  ease,  probably  a  tumor  on  the  left  side 

doced  them  to  entertain  apprehensions  of  the  brain,  m  such  a  situation  as  to  ir- 

fbr  his  reason.  ritate  the  cerebellum,  or  medulla  oblon- 

He  had  been  treated  with  mercury  as  gata;   while  the   following  facts,  ad- 

an  occasional   purgative,  opium,  effer-  uuccd  upon  diligent  investigation,  cou- 
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curred  to  render  the  case  still  more  hope-    across  the  cornea,  and  the  turpd  state 
less ;  for  ive  learned  that  he  had  under-    of  the  vessels  of  the  whole  conjunctiva, 

?-one  a  severe  illness  of  some  days  at  in  consequence  of  his  not  having  winked 
Calcutta ;  that  he  had  been  subject  for  enough  to  keep  his  eyes  moist  and  clear, 
a  long  while  to  sudden  headaches,  and  His  urine  was  intolerably  strong  of  am- 
fits  oT  nausea,  which  obliged  him  to  monia,  so  that  it  had  excoriated  the  pu- 
take  a  table-spoonful  of  brandy  on  the  denda  and  loins.  The  mercurial  fcetor 
spot;  that  he  had  suffered  at  intervals  was  now  very  distinct  The  inunction 
from  double  vision,  for  three  or  four  was  ordered  to  be  repeated  every  twelfth 
days  previous  to  the  fit,  and  expressed  a  hour ;  and  the  pulse  having  assumed 
firm  conviction  that  he  should  not  re-  the  character  of  irritation  (as  from  mer- 
cover  from  his  present  illness.  ^^^)f  although  he  was  still  suflferiug 

On  the  24tfa  the  secretion  of  urine  was  from  efiTusion  of  the  head,  the  use  of 
resumed,  but  he  was  no  better.  He  had  leeches  was  diM>en8ed  with,  a  blister 
now  continual  priapism  (possibly  from  was  applied  to  the  top  of  the  head,  and 
the  blisters) ;  he  appeared  to  be  losing  an  aperient  mixture  prescribed, 
the  use  of  his  left  arm,  and  approaching  On  the  27th,  in  the  morning,  he  ap- 
to  a  state  of  perfect  coma.  A  drachm  of  neared  more  (|uiet ;  the  saliva  was  drio- 
mercurial  ointment  was  ordered  to  be  oling  from  his  mouth.  Although  the 
rubbed  in,  every  fourth  hour ;  the  calo-  strabismus  continued  (as  it  did  to  the 
mel  to  be  continued  ;  and  a  stimulating  last),  his  pupils  were  restored  to  their 
enema,  containing  two  drachms  of  con-  natural  appearance ;  his  pulse  was  softer, 
feet,  mtse  comp.,  to  be  injected  forth-  at  10&;  be  was  thoroughly  washed,  and 
with.  seemed  much  refre^ed.    Towards  even- 

On  the  25th,  for  the  first  time,  his  ing,  however,  his  strength  failed  consi- 
breath  exhibited  the  mercurial  foetor ;  derably,  so  that  he  was  ordered  wine,  if 
his  urine  was  secreted  abundantly,  but  he  should  be  at  all  worse ;  and  at  six 
it  was  strongly  ammoniacal ;  his  bowels  o'clock  the  following  morning  I  was 
had  been  opened  more  voluntarily ;  the  sent  for,  and  found  him  dying.  He  had 
pupils  were  beginning  to  contract  under  all  the  characteristics  of  the  facies  hip- 
the  influence  of  light ;  he  spontaneously  pocratica.  The  heat  of  his  body  was 
put  out  his  tongue  on  seeing  me  ap-  conisiderably  above  the  natural  standard ; 
proach  him,  and  shewed  symptoms  of  there  was  subsultus  of  the  right  side, 
consciousness  when  addressed  m  terms  and  the  muscles  of  the  throat  were  be-> 
of  afiection.  In  the  course  of  the  even-  ginning  to  act  laboriously.  He  took  a 
ing  he  recovered  the  use  not  only  of  his  fittle  wme  with  great  difficulty,  and  we 
left  but  also  of  his  right  arm,  and  to  gave  up  all  hope.  Still,  however,  he 
some  extent  the  power  of  speech.  Dur-  exhibited  signs  of  consciousness,  and 
ing  the  night  ne  screamed  violently,  shed  tears  again  (as  always)  from  the 
sometimes  as  if  from  alarm  or  phantas-  right  eye,  upon  being  addressed  afifec* 
ma;  at  others  as  though  suffering  pain,  tionately.  Tne  labour  of  respiration  in^ 
He  raved  continually,  as  if  engaged  creased,  and  he  died  about  eleven  o'clock 
with  his  ship  at  sea,  and  sung  one  or  on  the  28th,  with  the  extremities  so  hot 
two  of  his  sea  songs.  The  feet  were  that  the  sealing-wax  on  some  old  parch- 
now  first  beginning  to  inflame,  and  ris-  ments  placed  under  the  sheet  on  which 
ing  in  large  blisters,  from  the  sinapisms,  he  lay,  was  melted. 
alUiough  tney  had  been  taken  off  at  the  o      •    ^^  ^        • 

end  of  forty-eieht  hours  from  their  first  ^ec*io  Cadaverts. 

application.     lie  seemed  to  recognize      ,July  29th.— The  vessels  of  the  me- 
his  brothers  and  sister.  ninges    cerebri    were    distended    with 

On  the  26th,  although  the  strabismus  blo^ ;  those  of  the  substance  of  the  brain 
of  the  right  eye  was  not  removed,  both  were  hardly  more  than  usually  iniected. 
pupils  were  easily  affected  by  light.  The  corpora  fimbriata  were  paJe  and 
For  about  a  minute  he  knew  what  was  flaccid ;  the  right  one  containing  a 
said  to  him,  giving  rational  and  dis-  hydatid,  the  size  of  a  small  pea.  The 
tinctly-articulate  answers,  but  then  wan-  ventricles  were  largely  dilated  with 
dering.  He  had  complete  double  vi-  transparent  and  colourless  serum,  so 
sion ;  and  sometimes  saw  six  or  eight  that  the  corpus  callosum  gave  way  on 
objects  for  one  that  was  actually  pre-  removing  the  falx,  and  the  liquid  poured 
sented  to  him.  This  doubtless  arose  out. 
from  the   films   of  mucus  which  lay        At  the  apex  of  the  left  corpus  pyra- 
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« 

midale  was  discovered  a  lobalated  tu-  persons  for  six  hours  onlv,  will  rise 
bercle  of  bomogeneous  scirrhous  struc-  about  the  twelfth  or  eig^oteenth,  al- 
lure, spheroidal  in  its  g[eneral  form,  and  though  it  has  been  removed  at  the  end 
four-tenths  of  an  inch  in  diameter.  of  the  six ;  for  the  irritation,  although 

Several  lines  of  turgid  vessels,  with  not  iennhltf  affected  at  that  time,    is 

slight    appearances    of    extravasation,  reallj    and    effectually    accomplished; 

were  observed  within  the  stomach ;  the  and  we  may  safely  adopt  it  as  a  rule, 

rest  of  the  body  was  perfectly  sound.  that  sinapisms,  or  any  otner  excoriants, 

are  not  to  be  continued  on  the  body 

Remarks.— There  are  several  points,  according  to  their  effect  while  thereon, 

in  the  history  of  this  case,  of  important  ^"^  according  to  the  general  experience 

practical  interest ;  and  which,  if  they  ©^  ow«^  profession  with    respect  to  the 

could  be  established  as  general  paUiolo-  irritation  they  afterwards  produce,  and 

gical   phenomena,  would  serve  as  in-  ^^^  *t  **  *^  *"^**  ^  continue  their  ap- 

valuabfe  rales  for  our  conduct,  not  only  plication  after  the  period  in  which  they 

towards  patients  attacked  with  apoplexy,  »*y  ^  reasonably  expected  to  have  in- 

but  many  others.    To  begin  with  that  su^ed  thti  fidure  blush,  vesicle,  or  super, 

which   is  most   easily    disposed  of,    I  filial  mortification,  expected  from  them ; 

would  mention  the  application  of  the  »"»««»   in  awaiting   their  first  notable 

sinapisms  to  the  feet  on  the  day  of  the  operation  on  the  skin,  we  may  perhaps 

fit,  the  23d  of  July,  and  their  continued  iosme  a  &rreater  degree  of  mischief  than 

application  for  forty-eight  hours;  be-  i*  »  in  the  power  of  the  ablest  piacti- 

cause  they  produced,  during  that  period,  tioner  to  allay  or  control, 

no  sennbU  effect    After  a  second  inter-  I^  appears  to  me,  that  ignorance  of 

val  of  forty.eight  hours,  it  was  observed  ^^  aphorism,  (if  I  may  so  call  the  doc- 

that  the  feet  first  became  flushed  and  trine. I  have  ventured  to  promulgate), 

inflamed,  and  presently  began  to  blister  and  ignorance  of  the  facts  on  which 

upon  the  soles,  the  heel,  and  the  instep,  i*  ws^i    *>*▼€  led    to  the  many  cruel 

to   an  extent  which  it  was  painful  to  deaths,  inflicted  even  in  this  metropolis, 

witness.     I  have  always  observed,  in  not  long  ago,   on  patienU  who  were 

the  use  of  the  musUrd  cataplasm,  that  its  w^re/y  suspected,  or  pretended,  to  be 

sensible  operation  on  the  skin,  in  un-  liable  to  interna]  diseases,  removeable 

conscious  patients,  and  in  such  as  are  l>y  external  irritation.    In  the   legiti- 

suflTering,  at  the  time  of  its  application,  mate  use  of  unguentum  antimonii  tarta- 

from  collapse,  is  not  by  any  means  in  rizati,  for  example,  we  do  not  rub  it  in 

direct  proportion  to  the  effects  which  it"  till  the  pustules  appear,  but  for  so  many 

produces  some  days  after  its  removal;  minutes,  in  expectation  of  their . future 

while,  even  in  patients  who  can  make  development,  and  in  due  time  they  rise;" 

known  their  complaints,  the  impression  l>nt  if  we  persevere  too  long  in  the  in- 

tbat  will  be  made  by  such  applications  friction  of  that  ointment,  of  St.  John 

is  not  to  be  calculated  from  the  visible  ling's  nostra,  sinapisms,  or  any  similar 

and  palpable  irriUtion  produced  by  them  remedy,  the  consequence  may  be  fatal, 

while  applied.  as  has    been  proved  by  facts  equally 

Besides  extensive  experience,  much  notorious  and  deplorable, 

science  is  required  to  estimate,  to  any  ^n  the  foregoing  case  of  C.  V.  R.,  I 

certainty,  the  consequences  of  an  ex-  I'ave  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  sina- 

coriating  application,  especially  to  the  P»sms  were  kept  too  long  upon  his  feet: 

skin  of  young  persons.    The  severest  is  ^  »t  were  otherwise,  I  would  confess  it ; 

the  safest,  as  most  likely  to  warn  the  though   I  myself  was  a  party  to  pre- 

ignorant  practitioner  of'^  its  imminent  scribe.    I  merely  draw  attention  to  the 

effects;  but  I  have  seen  three  children  fact,  that  their  very  first  effect  on  the 

lying  dead  at  once,  from  blisters  kept  on  skin  was  not  until  forty,  or  from  that  to 

for  twenty-four  hours,  because,  in  that  forty-eij^ht  hours,    after   the  removal ; 

time,  they  had  not  raised  the  cuticle ;  and  I  insist  upon  the  principle  which 

for,  when  they  raised  it,  which  was  as  that  fact  involves,— upon  the  strength 

long  afterwards,  the  integuments  slough-  of  innumerable   cases   which   I  could 

ed,    and    they  all   three  died   of  the  quote.                             , .  ,    ^ 

sloughing*.  "^lie  next  point  to  which  I  would  re- 

A  common  blister,    applied  to  most  qnest  the  reader's  attention,  is  the  indi- 
cations  of  substantive  disease,  or,  as  it 

•  Aft.»  tit.  .i»«»M,«»  «/»v^v  «!.,.-  »»,«.*  owi^— «  turned  out,  of  a  tumor  in  the  brain. 

•  A ner  tne  ■loiiglnng  took  place,  taoie  cnUoren  ,-,,      ^o.J           ,         i»  ^v     ■»«•!•     i  /^ 

were  under  the  bett  possible  care.  The  48th  number  of  the  Medical  Ga- 
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cette,  (August  m^  "Mi^i  states  "  a  it  be  inevitably  fatal.  In  the  present 
loss  of  apjietib^  ^Mnea,  and  vomitingf,  case,  a  lorel j  and  promising^  youth, 
as  Bjaufttm^^  apoplexia  hjdrocepha-    whose  conduct    had    entitled    him    to 


Ijjf^^ge  p.  735^ ;  and  we  found  that    praise  and  promotion  in  his  ship,  was, 


C  v.  R.  had  these  symptoms  longf  plausibly  enough,  suspected  by  his  re- 

liefore  his  last  illness.  To  what  extent  the  latiFes  of  shamming  illness.     He  was 

Tentricles  of  the  brain  may  be  overloaded  treated    accordingly;    and    bitter    had 

in  any  patient  afflicted  with  those  symp-  been  their  self-reproach   if  it  could  be 

toms,  is  not  material  to  the  present  cli-  supposed  that  they  aggravated  his  suf- 

nical  paper ;  but  it  is  most  worthy  of  ferings,  or    hastened  his  death.     Yet 

observation  that  the  patient  in  question  such  must  have  been  the  conclusion  of 

did  reject  from  his  stomach  pints  of  li-  all,  if  the  head  had  not  been  opened, 

quidj  of  the  colour  of  pure  and  bright  Such  might  have  been  the  permanent 

verdigris,  by  frequent  vomiting,  which  reflection  of  his  friends,  had  I  ift>t  told 

nothing  subdued,  for  Mrtf«tc;etfA«,  before  them,  before  the  examination    of  the 

he  died;  his  death  being  the  consequence  body  (putting  my  fingfer  on  the  spot 

of  a  tumor  in  the  medulla  oblongata.  where  the  tumor  was  afterwards  disco- 

Added  to  the  sickness,  there  was  stu-  vered),  "  Here  it  will  be  found ;  and 

por,  eccentricity  of  the  natural  charac-  you  will  then  know  that  the  treatment 

ter,  and  intense  thirst;    probably  all  we  have  pursued  was  adopted  by  us 

alike  indicative  of  pressure  originally  upon  a  sure  acquaintance  with  the  facts 

commencing  at  the  base  of  the  brain ;  ot  the  case,  and  if  any  thing  could  have 

for  we  know  that  any  injury  or  disease  cured  him  it  would  have  done  so." 
in  that  situation,  will  at  last  have  the        The  size    of   tbe  tumor  was   mbto- 

effect  of  augmenting  the  heat  of  the  lutely   small  enough  ;    but  the  situa- 

body ;  and  it  is  not,  therefore,  improba-  tion  which  it  occupied  was  exceedingly 

ble  that,  at  an  earlier  stage,  it  may  be  narrow,  compared  to  the  vault  of  tbe 

the  cause  of  insatiable  drought  In  this  cranium  above  ;   the    size   of  the  tu- 

case,  the  first    indication    of   unequal  mor  was  therefore  comparatively  large, 

pressure  within  the  head,  and  I  may  and  there  is  reason  to  believe,  from  its 

say  the  first  decisive  mark  of  impend-  history,  that,  if  not  so  early  a  death, 

ing  serous  apoplexy,  was  in  the  pa-  insanity  of  a  most  revolting  type  would 

tient's  complaint  of  datible  vision,  on  the  have  been  the  consequence  or  its  con- 

19th  or  20th  of  the  month,  or  perhaps  tinued  slow  and  most  gradual,  but  uji- 

earlier ;  in  expressions  of  apprenension  controlable  and  malignant,  growth  ;<*- 

that  he  should  lose  his  sight — whether  •*  BeatatteretuDpUus." 

of  both  or  only  of  one  eye,  I  have  not 

been  able  to  ascertain.    The  strabismus        There  are  several  other  moU  imnor- 

of  the  right  eye  occurring  occasionally  tant  considerations  in  this  case;  indeed 

and  doubtfully,  as  observed  by  his  rela-  more  so  than  those  already  noticed  ;  but 

tives,  on  the  20Ui   or  21st,  is  the  first  from  its  present  extension,    they  had 

symptom  of  the  left  side  of  the  ence-  better  be  deferred.    One  question,  how- 

pnalon  being  the  seat  of  his  disease ;  ever,   I   would  propose  to  the  medical 

and  the  paralysis  of  the  right  arm,  on  profession— viz.  as  to  the  degree  of  con- 

the22d,  the  earliest  assurance  that  that  sciousness  retained  by  apoplectic  and 

affection  was  a  menace  upon  his  life,  comatose  patients  afler  tne^  lose   the 

It  was  on  the  23d  that  tlie  locality  of  power  to  manifest  any.     For  my  own 

his  disease  might  be  determined  with  part,  I  am  induced,  by  a  multitude  of 

some  degree  of^precision,  from  the  irri-  cases,  to  belieye  that  the  consciousness 

tation  spoken  of  above,  with  the  para-  of  such  sufferers,  and   generally  both 

lysis  of  the  right  side  of  the  upper  ex-  their  hearing  and  vision, isexalted,rather 

tremity  and  head  :  and  tbe  priapism,  to-  than  deteriorated,  under  those  circum- 

ward  the  conclusion  of  the  case,  toge-  stances.  An  attentive  eye  and  heart,  and 

ther  with  the  circumstance  of  tbe  body  a  very  sound  mind,  may  be  indispen- 

being  unnaturally  hot  when  he  died,  left  sible  to  detect  it ;  yet  what  I  now  state 

no  manner  of  doiibt  that  the  injury  was  as  a  ^ess,  may  one  day  be  fully  proved : 

on  ^e  left  side  and  at  the  summit  of  the  and  if  it  be  true,  how   very  different 

medulla  spinalis.  should  be  the  conduct  of  those  around 

It  is  not  a  matter  of  mere  curiosity  an  apoplectic  death- bed,  from  what  we 

thus  to  ascertain,  before  the  death  of  a  usually  see  it ;  and  that  not  only  among 

patient,  the  seat  of  his  disease,  although  f  nferion  who  happen  to  be  present,  but  as 
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respects  professional  gentlemen  also.  If,  which  led  me  yerjr  rfrrmi/fiT  to  suspect 

by  any  possibility,  an  apoplectic  patient  that  the  same  morlnd  43oiiaition  existed 

be  conscious  (and  I  can  prove  that  some,  there.     Many  other  instances  had  pre- 

who  were  wholly  incapacitated  to  shew  riously  fallen  und^  my  observation,  and 

themselves   conscious   at  the    time  of  had  led  me  to  think  seriously  upon  the 

their  apparent  insensibility,  were  not-  subject,  thpugh    I  have  not  recorded 

withstandiner  really  so),  how  abhorrent  them,  and  am  not,  therefore,  in  a  condi- 

to  all  our  nest  feelings  is  it  that  the  tion  to  avail  myself  of  them.     Under 

conversation  in  the  room  should  be  no  these  circumstances,  I  trust,  it  may  be 

otherwise  than  as  if  the  patient  were  al-  considered  that  I  have  not  jumped  to 

ready  dead,  and  as  regardless  of  his  ex-  my  conclusions  without  "a  wider  indue- 

treme  passion  as  though   he    were    a  tion  of  /acts  "   than   your   correspon- 

plant !  dent  is  disposed  to  give  me  credit  for. 

«3.  T«Jr!ngton-9qi».re,  ^"^  although  I  have  preferred  direot 

March  'M,  1884.  observations  upon  this  disease  to  giMde 

me  in  my  researehes,  yet  that  I  h^tr^  not 

neglected  to  fortify  my  opinioa^  with 

FURTHER  REMARKS                 '  th«  collateral  aid  which  analii^  would 

ON  TUB  afford  to  me. 

CROWING   INSPIRATION   OF  With  this  general  "apflfcigy"  for  my 

CHILDREN  recent  papers  m  the  Gase^tte,  I  proceed 

to  notice,  very  briefly,  |he  communica- 

^— ^  tion  of  Mr.  Roberton,  which,  breathing. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  "  ^\  ^oe.,  a  .pint  of  c^m  inquiry  and 

*^  excluding  the  tone  of  controversial  dis> 
Sir,  ^  cussion,  deserves  a  reply ;  and  I  shall 
I  HAD  little  expectation,  and  less  desire,  best  consult  my  own  convenience,  as 
that  the  views  which  I  have  advanced  well  as  conciliate  the  interest  of  your 
of  the  pathoWical  nature  of  very  many  readers,  by  confining  my  observations 
of  the  cases  of  the  crowing  inspiration  in  within  very  narrow  limits, 
infants  should  be  adopted  without  in-  A  very  brief  analysis  of  the  three  leases 
vestigation ;  and  I  am  pleased,  there-  which  Mr.  Roberton  has  related,  and 
fore,  with  the  observations  of  Mr.  which  do  not,  in  his  estimation,  "  tend 
Roberton,  in  the  last  number  of  the  to  support  Dr.  Ley'i  view  of  the  nature 
Medical  Gazette.  It  was  long  before  o/Mecom/i/irtnr,"hasled  me  to  a  different 
conviction  was  forced  upon  my  own  conclusion,  as  to  their  value  in  that  parti- 
mind  by  the  reiterated  cases,  which,  cular,  from  that  which  the  intelligent 
since  my  attention  has  been  directed  to  writer  is  disposed  to  accord  to  them.  The 
the  subject,  were  presented  to  my  no-  first  I  should  have  nohesiution  in  quot- 
tice  ;  and  I  have  no  title  to  expect  ing,  as  strongly  corroborative  of  my  opi- 
that  the  result  will  be  different  with  nion ;  the  second  affords  no  evidence  in 
others.  The  prejudices  of  early  education  opposition;  and  from  the  third  no  satis- 
and  impresssions  are  not  easily  eradi*  factory  conclusion  can  be  drawn.  In 
cated;  and  the  influence  of  habitual  the  first,  the  elands  were  ascertained, 
trains  of  thought  I  have  found  most  during  life,  to  be  enlarged  from  a  cause 
difficult  to  -combat.  These  have  led  to  similar  to  one  which  1  have  put  upon 
my  conceding  much  more  to  the  agency  record— "an  eruption  of  the  scalp." 
or  those  otlier  affections,  which  are  con-  That  they  appeared  less  afler  death,  is 
stantly  enumerated  as  causes  of  this  the  natural  result  of  the  cessation  of  the 
sonorous  inspiration  of  infants,  than  my  circulation  in  them,  and  is  common  to 
own  experience  would  legitimately  war-  all  tumors,  especially  those  cognizable 
rant.  Within  the  last  six  months  I  have  to  the  sight  and  touch ;  a  fact  strikingly 
seen  not  less  than  thirteen  instances  of  exemplined  by  a  case  which  occurred 
this  malady.  In  twelve  I  could  trace  within  my  observation  in  the  Middlesex 
distinctly  the  enlargement  of  the  glands  Hospital.  The  disease  was  medullary 
which  I  have  noticed ;  in  the  thirteenth,  tumor  of  the  liver,  producing  immense 
in  particular  positions  of  the  neck,  and  enlargement  in  the  epigastric  and  hypo- 
by  pressing  tne  finger  deep  under  the  chondriac  regions.  But  after  death, 
stemo-cleido  muscle,  in  a  direction  from  such  was  the  subsidence  of  this  tumor, 
the  trachea  outwards,  I  could  occasion-  that  some  could  not  persuade  themselves, 
aJly  perceive  two  pisiiform  enlargements,  until  the  interior  ot  Uie  body  had  been 
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examiaed,  tliat  it  was  tbe  corpse  of  the  the  glottis  ^as  nc^t  pennanontl/  closed 

same  woman.    It  is  so  with  the  cervical  during  the  fit,  although  there  must  have 

fflands.    Although  of  large  size  daring  been    struggles,   and  those    Tebement 

life,  afler  death  one  is  surprised  to  find  ones,  for  the  recovery  of  the  breath,  just 

them  so  much  reduced  in  volume.    The  as  happens  in  cases  of  submersion  and 

second  case  is  extremely  similar  to  one  of  hangfing.     If,  in  the  former,  the  indi- 

which  I  have  related,  in  which,  from  the  vidual  comes  frequently  to  the  surface, 

crowing,,  as  there  were  no  enlarged  cer-  and  the  struggles  to  recover  the  breath 

vical  glands,  I   was  disposed  to  infer  be  violent,  the  lace  is  bloated  and  dark ; 

that  the  bronchial  glands  (which  turned  if,  on  the  contrary,  the  glottis  does  not 

out  to  be  the  case),  were  diseased,  in  a^in  open,  the  tace  is  pallid ;   and  a 

combination  with  a  morbid  condition  of  similar  observation,  mutatis  mutandis, 

the  lungs.    Like  the  instance  I  have  de-  will  apply  to  hanging.    These  are  the 

scribed,  it  beg[an  with  hooping- cou^h,  observations  which  suggest  themselves 

"from  the  period  of  getting  rid  of  which  to  my  mind,  from   a  perusal  of  Mr. 

he  had  shewn  symptoms  of  the  com-  Roberton's  case.    I  shall  next  proceed 

plaint;"  which,  moreover,  destroyed  the  to  consider  the  remarks  with  which  his 

child  in  about  the  same  space  of  time—  'paper  concludes. 

twelve  months.     It  is  to  be  regretted  I  have  already  said  enough  upon  the 

that  no  examination  of  the  body  took  subject  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  facts 

Slace,  which  might  have  cleared  up  the  upon  which  my  inductions  are  founded ; 
ifl&culty.  At  all  events  we  want  the  but  it  is  further  proposed,  in  the  mild 
negative  evidence  that  the  thoracic  ab-  form  of  an  inquiry,  wnether  the  relation 
soroent  glands  were  not  diseased.  And  between  the  enlarged  glands  and  die 
as  this  case  occurred  before  the  attention  crowing  is  not  rather  one  of  mere  coin- 
of  the  practitioner  was  directed  to  the  cidence  than  causation.  I  can  only  an- 
subiect,  the  cervical  glands  might  have  swer  this  by  appealing  to  the  general 
undergone  enlar^ment,  and  yet  have  laws  of  medical  evidence.  If  a  given 
escaped  observation;  just  as, in  die  first  symptom  attend,  in  twelve  out  of  tbir- 
case,  would  have  happened,  but  from  the  teen  cases,  a  gpiven  morbid  change,^ — if 
accident  of  meeting  with  my  commnni-  the  symptom  recur  during  the  continu- 
cations  to  the  Gazette.  "  I  now,^'  says  ance  of  the  change,  and  cease  with  its 
Mr.  Roberton,  '*  pointed  out  to  Mr.  disappearance, — Uie  most  sceptical  of 
Wilson,  that  the  glandulse  concatenatse  medical  reasoners  will  be  i^ady  to  con- 
on  the  right  side  of  I  he  neck  were  per-  cede,  that  the  symptom  is  the  conse- 
fectly  enlarged.  This  I  should  not  nave  quence  of  the  change  which  is  its  cause ; 
noticed^  had  I  not  been  recently  reading  and  it  would  be  no  ^reat  stretch  of  in- 
Dr.  Ley^s  papers,*^  The  third  case  pre-  ference  or  induction,  if,  when  we  should 
sents  some  anomalies,  which  induce  me  meet  with  the  symptom,  we  should  con- 
largely  to  doubt  if  it  were  singly  and.  elude  that  a  similar  change  exists,  al- 
simply  a  disease  of  the  kind  I  have  de-  though  it  may  be  diflicult  in  detection, 
scrioed ;  or  at  all  events  it  was  compH-  But,  in  conformity  with  the  general  im- 
cated  with  some  other  affection.  The  pressions  upon  this  point,  I  nave  much 
frothing  at  the  mouth,  implying  an  in-  limited  my  conelusion,  leaving  to  tbe 
ability  to  swallow,  together  with  the  experience  of  future  observers  to  enlarg^e 
continuance  of  respiration,  however  irre-  or  to  restrict- it  as  circumstances  may 
gular,  and  tbe  blackness  of  the  face,  (a  demand.  But,  in  truth,  this  argument 
very  unusual  concomitant,  as  far  as  my  of  Mr.  Roberton  would  be  conclusive 
experience  has  enabled  me  to  observe),  against  the  existence  of  any  cause,  whe- 
take  this  individual  instance  of  crowing  ther  head-affection,  to  wnich  I  have 
out  of  the  ordinary  range  of  such  cases,  been  disposed  constantly  to  apply  such 
and  lead  me  to  think  this  example  more  reasoning,  or  to  teething,  or  to  distended 
allied  to  convulsive  movement  than  para-  bowels,  or  to  faulty  secretions  from  the 
lysis ;  and  this  spasm  affecting  the  mus-  liver.  They  all  constantly  occur  with- 
cies  supplied  by  the  glosso^miaryngeal  out  crowing ;  and  the  latter  occurs  un- 
nerve, as  wdl  as  the  parts  infiuencea  by  connected  with  those  states :  the  absence, 
the  superior  laryngeal.  Froth  is,  of  moreover,  of  the  symptom  is  infinitely 
course,  but  saliva  retained,  and  en-  more  inexplicable  in  tnose  cases,  if  per 
tangling  air  in  its  passage  to  and  from  se  they  are  capable  of  producing  it, 
the  mouth,  as  we  see  in  true  convulsions;  than  with  respect  to  glanaular  enlarge- 
and  the  blackness  of  the  face  proves  that  ment      The   latter  may   exist   to    a 
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great  deg^ree,  and  yet  not  ooeasion  tween  the  angle  of  the  jaw  and  the  mat- 
pressure  upon  the  mere  line  oocu-  toid  process  do  not  thus  paralyse  the 
pied  hy  the  recurrent  nenre,  which  in  nerve,  Mr.  Roberton  may  doubt  the  effi- 
children  does  not  exceed  the  twelfth  ciency  of  the  afipent,  more  especially  as 
of  an  inch  in  (tiameter;  and,  more*  he  has  described  one  case,  in  which  no 
oTcr,  ii^lands,  not  constantly  in  con*  such  effect  was  obsenred,  from  ^  an  ab- 
tact  with  the  nenre,  may,  during  the  sorbent  j^land  situated  behind  the  angle 
varied  contractions  of  the  muscles  of  the  of  the  jaw,  and  enlarged  to  about  ue 
neck  in  cryinj^,  coughing,  laughing,  or  sise  of  a  small  field-bean."  I  shall  on 
sudden  twisting,  produce  at  once  con-  this  account  quote  one  or  two  other  in- 
tact and  compression,  when  temporary  stances  of  the  same  kind,  from  the  same 
asphyxia  will  be  the  result.  But  if  work.  The  case  communicated  by  Dr. 
cerebiml  excitement,  or  effusion«~to  eon-  Maiden,  of  Worcester  (No.  xxxii.),  was 
fine  myself  to  one  illustration  of  the  also^  an  example  of  pressure  upon  the 
other  causes — be  capable  of  producing  respiratory  nerve  of  the  face,  occasion- 
crowing,  without  any  intermediate  state  ing  oaral3[ria,  '*  produced  by  a  hard, 
to  whi(£  the  occurrence  may  be  referred,  fixea,  and  indolent  tumor,  lying  between 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  explain  the  fact,  that*  the  ramus  of  the  lower  jaw,  and  the 
hydrocephalus  has  gone  through  its  mastoid  process  of  the  temporal  bone." 
whole  course,  eren  to  the  burstipg  of  From  the  pathological  researches  of  Dr. 
the  cranium,  without  producing  that  Abercrombie,  Sir  Charles  Bell  has  men- 
aymptom.  tioned  another  instance  of  ^  twisting  of 

Tne  only  other  point  to  which  I  have  the  mouth,  and  paralysis  of  the  orbicu« 
at  present  leisure  to  adyeit,  is  Mr.  Ro-  laris  of  the  left  eye,"  from  '*  a  small, 
berton*s  yery  candid  admission,  that  hard  tumor,  under  the  ear,  deeply  seated 
^  if  Dr.  Ley  can  furnish  examples  of  betwixt  the  angle  of  the  jaw  and  the 
parallel  effecti  upon  the  neryes,  from  mastoid  process.  It  lay  directly  aboye 
mere  enlargement  of  glands,  in  other  the  facial  branch  of  the  nortio  dura ;" 
parts  of  the  body,  they  will  be  highly  and  (what  is  important)  this  accu- 
mstnictiye,  and  tend  to  estabKsh  his  rate  patliologist  **  could  not  discover 
yiews."  I  readily  accept  this  challenge,  any  deviation  from  the  healthy  structure 
and  am  prepared  to  shew,  not  only  that  in  the  nerve  itself."  ^  The  next  case, 
such  "  parallel  effects"  do  occur  "  from  No.  xlvii.  and  xlviii.  is  an  example  of 
mere  enlargement  of  glands,"  but  that  ^  compression  on  the  portio  dura^  from 
I  haye  not  met  with  a  single  instance  in  an  enlarged  gland,  which  is  tender 
which  the  pressure  of  an  absorbent  upon  pressure,  **  just  between  the  mas- 
gland  upon  a  healthy  nerve  produced  toid  process  and  the  upright  portion  of 
any  other  result.    One  case  I  have  al-    the  lower  jaw." 

luded  to,  in  an  early  part  of  the  paper        Such,  then,  are  the  effects  of  lymph  a- 
upon  the   pathology  of  this  affection,    tic  glands,  wheu  enlarged,  upon  nerves 
and  have  founded  an  aigument  upon  it.    which  they  compress,    l  may  next  men- 
It  was  communicated  to  Sir  Charles  Bell,    tion  an  instance  in  which  fits  of  suffoca- 
and  forms  the  first  of  his  beautiful  series    tion,  ending  in  fatal  asphyxia,  were  the 
of  cases,  in  the  Appendix  to  lus  work    consequence,  in  an  aaoft,  of  enlarge- 
upon  the  Nerves,  tne  expensive  charac-    ment  of  the  thoracic  absorbent  glands. 
ter  of  which,  in  its  present  form,  has,  it    '*  I  once  knew,"  says  Croikshank*,  *'  an 
is  to  be  regretted,  much  diminished  the    instance  of  these  glands  becoming  scirr- 
exlent  of  its  ciroulation,  and  consequent    hous,  and  forming  a  considerable  mass, 
usefulness.    Itwas  an  instance  of '*par-    which,  being  prevented  by  the  sternum 
tial  paralysis  of  the  muscles  on  one  side    from  poshing  forwards,  pressed  back- 
of  toe  face,  from  the  action  of  mercury    wards  upon  the  trachea,  and  compressed 
on  her  mouth.    The  sore  mouth  inflam-    it  in  sucn  a  manner  that  its  cavity  was 
ing  a  lymphatic  gland,   between  the    gradually  obliterating.    The  man  was 
mastoid  process  and  the  angle  of  the    for  some  time  incapable  of  the  least  ex- 
jaw,  compressed  a  branch  of  the  seventh    ertion  or  motion,  without  running  im- 
pair  of  nerves.    The  muscles  of  the  face    mediate  risk  of  suffocation,  and  actually 
on  that  side  were  so  completely  para-    died  one  morning  tuddenly^  qm  he  was 
lysed,  that,  the  cheek  was  drawn  by    putting  on  hit  clothes,^^    The  glands 
their  antagonists,  and  the  mouth  disfi-    thus  adverted  to,  were  those  in  we  im- 

gured."    This  single  illustration  might     -— ^ 

suffice,  excepting  uat,  as  all  tumors  be-  •  Oo  the  Abtorbent  VMtcii,  p.  139. 

331.— XIV.  ^ 
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mediate  vicinity  of  the  recurrent  on  botli  my  under  such  circumstances.    It  has 

sides.     The  symptoms  are  not  those  of  not  yet  been  observed,  whether  the  aneu- 

obstruction,  tbreateninflr  obliteration,  of  rism  of  the  right  sobclavian  artery  pro- 

the  air  tube,  as  all  wul  admit  who  are  duces  accidents  analogous  to  that  of  the 

conversant  with  the  pathological  history  aorta  upon  the  voice*."    A  case,  how- 

of  croup,  and  other  affections  of  the  tnu  ever,  hj  Mr.  Lawrence,  ^poes  far  to  sop- 

chea  and  larynx,  but  they  are  those  of  piv  this  deficiency  of  information  to 

pressure  upon  the  recurrent,  whatsoever  which  M.  Bourdon  alludes.     In  bisela- 

may  be  the  cause  of  that  pressure,  which,  borate  paper  upon  the  subject  of  bron- 

I  doubt  not,  was  also  the  cause  of  death,  chotomy,  be  mentions  the  case  of  a  girl, 

In  a  case  somewhat  analogous,  related  under  20,  who  had  great  di^Rcvihy  in 

by  that  indefatigable  patbologist.  Dr.  drawing  air  into  her  chest,  amounting 

Hodgkin  *,  in  wnich  a  tendency  to  en-  to  a  sense  of  suffocation ;  coming  on  in 

largement  of  the  absorbent  glands  mar  fits,  between  which  she  was  free  firom 


took  place  very  suddenly ^^^  and,  it  would  mission  into  the  hospital.  Her  disease 
seem,  without  an^  previous  warning,  was  aneurism  of  the  arteria  inoominata. 
Dr.  Hodgkin,  with  his  characteristic  behind  the  first  bone  of  the  sternum, 
caution,  savs  nothing  of  the  cause  of  which  so  pressed  nnon  the  trachea  as 
this  man's  death  ;  but  ^' the  veins  of  the  very  tlightly  to  inaent  it.  Mr.  Law- 
head  and  neck  were  turgid,  the  bron-  rence  further  observes,  *'  The  termina- 
chial  tubes  contained  some  thick  rau-  tion  of  this  case  is  the  more  remarkable, 
cus,"  and  *'  the  glands  alonsf  the  sub-  inasmuch  as,  in  another  patient,  an 
clavian  arteries,  and  about  tne  roots  of  aneurism  rising  out  of  the  arch  of  the 
the  bronchi,  were  much  enlarged."  aorta,  and  pressing  upon  the  correspond- 
These  appearances  lead  me  at  least  to  ing  part  of  the  trachea,  so  as  to  produce 
suspect  that  the  immediate  cm  use  of  ulceration  of  the  internal  membrane, 
death  was  asphyxia;  and  that  this  was  under  which  there  was  a  sligbt  appear- 
produced  by  the  influence  upon  the  re-  ance  of  coagulated  blood,  caused  no  af- 
curreut  of  the  enlarged  thoracic  absor-  fection  of  the  breath  at  all.  The  disco- 
bent  glands;  although  it  must  not  be  very  of  the  aneurismal  tumor  was  quite 
omitted,  that  **  the  functions  of  the  brain  accidentalf  ." 

Iiad  been  somewhat  disturbed,  and  the  We  are  left  to  infer,  with  resnect  to 
left  eye  did  not  see  so  well  as  the  right"  the  first  of  these  cases,  that  mecnanical 
—symptoms    which     were    afterwards  pressure  upon  the  trachea  was  the  cause 
traced  to  thickness  and  opacity  of  the  of  the  death,  although  this  tube  was 
arachnoid,  with  infiltration  of  the  pia  very  slightly  indent^,  and  free  from 
mater.  disease;  ^et  in  the  instance  placed  in 
But  compression  firom  other  causes  juxtaposition  and  contrast  with  it,  the 
upon  the  recurrent,  will  also  produce  pressure  was  much  greater,  and  the  sum 
fatal  asphyxia,  by  closing  the  glottis,  of  disease  of  the  trachea  was  very  con- 
This  is  well  illustrated  by  an  observa^  siderable.      This    difficulty    naturally 
tion  of  M.  Bourdon,  who,  after  speaking  leads  me  to  seek  further  for  an  explana- 
of  the    effect  of  the  division  of   the  tion  of  the  difference,  the  kev  to  the 
pneumo-gastric  nerve  between  the  su-  discovery  of  which  is  afforded  ua   by 
perior  and  inferior   laryngeal    nerves,  the   observation   of  M.  Bourdon,   and 
says,  "  in  this  too  may  to  seen  pre-  by    the   experiments    of    Le    Gallois, 
cisely  in  what  manner  the  aneurism  of  Majendie,  Brachet,  and  a  crowd  of  mo- 
the  arch  of  the   aorta  acts  upon  the  dem  physiologists,  upon  the  division  of 
voice ;  the  left  recurrent  nerve  (which  the  pneumogastric  nerves,  or  their  re- 
turns round  that  artery^,  is  pulled  and  current  branches. 

elongated  bv  the  aneunsm,  the  voice  is  In  the  first  of  Mr.  Lawrence's  canes, 

first  altered,    and   occasionally  at  the  the  recurrent  nerve  which  passes  imme- 

same  time  suffocation  occurs  from  it,  diateljr  behind   the  upper  part  of  the 

although  the  aneurism  shall  not  have  innominata,  where  its  continuation  is 

burst.    No  one  has  yet  tried  tracheoto-  about  to  become  the  right  carotid,  was 


*  Priocip«8  d«  Pbfilolo^ie  Hcdtcale,  10  parit«« 
*  Mfdlco-Chlrurgloil  TrBnisctloni,  voU  XTil.     page  ^98. 
p.  176.  t  Ued.*Cblr.  Tnu».  vol.  vi.  page  237. 
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ooBipreftsed  by  the   aneurism ;  in  the  its  moyements*  and  obstroctin^  its  aper^- 

latter,  that  nerre  escaped.    It  is  well  ture.    The  only  cases  I  hare  oeen  able 

known,  that  the  effects  of  compteasion  to  meet  with,  of  matter  coming  in  con- 

npon  a  nerre  are  identical  with  those  of  tact  with  the  par  vagam  or  recurrent, 

division ;  and  '*  no  one  is  ignorant,  at  have  been  in  the  celebrated,  because  the 

the  present  day,  that  the  section  of  the  first,  operation  upon  the  common  carotid 

nerrcs  of  the  eighth  pair  paralyses  the  for  aneurism,  by  one  of  my  earliest  pro- 

dilating  muscles  of  the  larynx,  and  that,  fessional  teachers,  Sir  Astley  Cooper; 

in  consequence  of  that  paralysis,  the  and  in  an  instance  observed  by  M.  Gen- 

larynz  beeomes  closed,  and  presents  an  drin.    In  the  former  case,  aner  death, 

insurmountable  obstacle  to  the  admis*  ^^  the    aneurismal    sac    was  fonnd  in- 

sion  of  air*."    In  an  instance,  also,  in  flamed,  and  around  the  clot  of  blood 

which  a  surgeon  of   great    eminence  which  it  contained  ^ere  was  a  corui- 

seems  to  have  placed  accidentally  a  li.  deraih  qwmtity  of  pug.    The  h^am- 

gature  npon  the  recurrent,  as  it  winds  nmiian  extended  on  the  outside  if  the 

around  the  right  subclavian,  temporary  me,  ahmg  the  ptir  vagum,  nearly  to  the 

asphyxia  was  prodnoed  ;  and  the  ap-  basis  of  the  shull*;^*  in  Uie  latter,  ^  the 

pearance  was  so  alarming,  that  some  of  nerves  of  the  eighth  pair  had  been  de-' 

the  assistants  left  the  room,  lest  they  nnded  by  a  deep-seated  abscess f;^*   in 

might  witness  the  death  of  the  patient  both  a  convulsive  cough-— in  one,  with, 

under  the  hands  of  the  operator.  in  the  other,  without,  hooping— was  the 

I  have  thus  shown,  \n  reply  to  Mr.  result ;  being  similar  to  that  observed 

Roberton,  that  the  effect  of  compression  in  an  experiment  of  Cruveilhier,  "  who 

by  a  lymphatic  j^land  npon  a  nealthy  excited  a  convulsive  cough  in  dogs,  in 

nerve  is  paralysis;  and  that  pressure  whom  he  irritated,  mecnanically,  the 

upon  the  recurrent,  from  whatever  cause,  eighth  pair  of  nerves,  to  ascertain  their 

may  occasion  asphyxia  :    and   having  action  on  digestion    and  respiration  ;*' 

thus  satisfied  his  mind  upon  the  general  and  to  that  noticed  by  Antenrietfa,  in 

principle,  I  trust  I  may  claim  his  suf.  cases  where  he  found  the  eighth  pair, 

frage  m  support  of  my  opinions,  which  and  the  cardiac  nerves,  inflamed.     If 

are  not  altogether  so  delusive  as  he  nerves  have  not  partaken  of  surround, 

appears  to  assume.  At  all  events,  I  have  ing  inflammation,  I  believe,  with  Bichat, 

accepted  his  invitation  to  "  fiimish  pa/»  they  may  be    '^  bathed   in   pus    with 

rallei  efiects  on  the  nerves  from  mere  impunity;''  if  the  cyst  of  the  abscess  be 

enlargement   of  absorbent   glands   in  distinct  and    hard,    and   compress    an 

other  parts  of  the  body ;"  and  I  am  not  uninJUnMd  nerve,  I  believe  that  paraly- 

without  hope,  that,  in  the  language  of  sis  will  be  the  consequence ;  but  if  the 

your  correspondent,  rather  than  my  own,  nerve  partake  of  inflammation,  going 

"  they  will  be  instructive,  and  tend  to  on  in  oonti^ious  parts,  experience  and 

establish  my  views."  observation  combine  to  prove,  that  ex- 

As  to  the  effect  of  abscess  near  the  citement,  characterized  by  an  "  exalta- 

laiynx,  or  masses  of  suppurating  glands  tion  of  function,"  will  be  the  result 

in  the  neck,  these  may  well  produce  Having  thus  considered  the  material 

**  not  periodic,  but  conttuued,**  aiflicnlt,  points  in  the  very  courteous  and  tem- 

fjethaps ''  eroupy^*  breathing,  and,  some-  perate    observations  of  Mr.  Roberton, 

times,    sudden    death.     These  morbid  1  may  be  allowed  to  conclude  with  an 

conditions,  however,  are  commonly  too  allusion  to  the  reault  of  a  ease,  detailed 

high  to  influence  the  recurrent,  and  too  in  one  of  my  former  communications, 

superficial  to  reach  the  superior  laryn-  (that  of  W.  C),  which  ended  fatalh^, 

geal  nerve ;  they,  therefore,  probably  about  a  week  since,  by  suffocation.    In 

exercise  their  principal  influence,  me-  that  case,  I  stated  my  impression,  from 

chanically  and  directly,  upon  the  eX-  the  inability  to  raise  the  eyes,  that  sonitf 

temal  muscles  of  the  larynx.    In  the  cause  of  pressure,  continuing  from  the 

<mly  case  of  sadden  death  from  scarla-  attack  of  convulsions,  in  March  1833, 

tina  which  has  fallen  within  my  obser-  probably  had  affected  the  superior  recti 

ration,   the   cause  was  obviously    the  muscles ;  and  I  think,  (for  I  have  not 

rapid  extension  of  cedematons  swelling  the  number  of  the  Medical  Gazette  by 

tothelipsof  the  glottis,  interfering  with  me),  I  expressed  my  suspicion  that  it 

•  Braehet,  Rectaerctaes  experlmeatalea  anr  let  "*  Med.  Chlr.  Trans,  r.  1,  p.  8. 

Fooctions    du   SytUme   Nerreuz   Gaogllooare,  t  Montault  lif  Jouru.  Hebdomed.  de  Med.  ek 

p.  147.  Cbir.  tome  2,  p*  78. 
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was  not  watenr  effusion,  but  either  some  I  have  only  further  to  trespass  u^n 

thickening  of  membrane  or  glandular  your  columns,  by  requesting*  insertion 

disease,   towards    the    latter  of  which  of  a  singularly  acute  conjecture  upon 

opinions  I  rather  inclined.    The  exami-  the  subject  of  spasmodic  croup  or  acute 

nation  of  the  bodjr  proved   it  to  be  asthma,  in  the  tiRh  edition  (from  which 

"thickness  and  opacity  of  the  arachnoid,  I  ouote)  of  *' The  Principles  of  Mid- 

with  infiltration  of  the  pia  mater:"  but  wi/ery,"   by  Mr.  Bums.     I  was  not 

other  interestinef  appearances  presented  aware  of  the  existence  of  this  passage 

themselves.    The  sinuses,  as  the  skull,  at  the  time  I  communicated  my  "  obser- 

which  was  beyond  the  average  thickness,  vations  upon  the  crowing  inspiration" 

was  sawed  through,  dischamd  more  to  the  readers  of  die  Medical  Gazette. 

blood  than  usual ;    but  the  brain  ap-  It  is  as  follows : — **^  The  recurrent  of  the 

peared  to  me  less  vascular,  and  the  ves-  e^hth  pair  seems  to  be  often  chiefly 

sek  upon  its  surface,  and  in  its  interior,  arocted ;  and  when  we  call  the  disease 

less  turgid  than  is  common.    In  man v  spasmodic,  we  probably  are  often  wrong, 

parts  there  was  slight   opacity,    with  its  nature    being,    in  many  instances, 

thickening  of  the  arachnoid ;  and  thepia  rather  a  temporary  paralytic  state  of 

mater  was,  in    the    language  of  Dr.  that  nerve,  or,  at  least,  a  condition  tin- 

Hodgkin,  "  infiltrated,"  and  this  in  an  fitting  it  for  its  function ;  and  the  modns 

especial  degree,  under  the  decussation  of  operandi  of  emetics  may  be  to  excite  the 

the  optic  nerves,  and  in  the  direction  of  nerve."    Mr.  Bums  also  subjoins  the 

the  motores  occulorum.    The  ventricles  following  foot-note :  —  ''I  retain  the 

contained  no  fluid ;  their  walls  wero  in  name  of  spasmodic  croup,  both  because 

contact,  and  the  choroid  plexus  paUid.  it  is  generally  receiveo,  and  as  it  is 

The  medulla  oblongata,  and  the  nerves,  probable  that  spasm  may,   in  certain 

as  they  proceed  irom   the  respiratoiy  cases,  be  the  cause.    There,  however,  is 

column,  were  perfectly  healthful.    To-  often  a  mistake  made  by  considering 

wards  the  end  of  the  dissection  of  the  the  contraction  of  one  set  of  muscles, 

brain,  however,  a  very  minute  quantity  produced  by  torpor  or  paralysis  of  the 

of  fluid  gathered  in  the  depressions  of  antagonists,  as  spasm ;    ana  it  is  this 

the  occiput,  which  was  probably  the  dis-  kind  of  contraction  which  often   takes 

entangled  infiltration.    This  was  less  in  place  in  croup,  and  prod uces  doubdess  the 

Quantity  than  we  found  in  the  pericar-  same  feeling  and  effects  as  spasm.     In- 

dium  and  in  the  peritoneum,  and  was  action  of  both  sets  of  muscles  about  the 

probably  merely  tne  result  of  the  re-  glottis    would    have   the   same  effect. 

cent,  violent,  and  reiterated  fits  of  as*  Where  the  recurrent  is  cut,  the  rima 

phyxia  and  Crowing.      Several  glands  closes,  and  the  animal  dies."    The  only 

were  detected  over  the  course  of  the  observations  I  have  to  offer  upon  this 

recurrent ;    and  upon  the  left  side,  a  quotation,  are.  that  there  is  some  ob- 

little  above  the  clavicle,  that  nerve  was  scurity  about  the  statement  of  the  effects 

imbedded   in  a  glandular  mass.    The  of  *'  inaction  of  both  sets  of  muscles," 

bronchial  glands    were    not  enlarged,  the  result  of  which,  as  conclusively  es- 

The  mesenteric  glands  had  undergone  tablished  by  an  experiment  of  Magendie, 

very  considerable  enlargement  and  in-  who  divided  the  four  laryngeal  nerves, 

duration.    This  case  bears  a  striking  is,    the  glottis  remaining  immoveably 

analogy  to  that  mentioned  by  Dr.  Hodff-  open;   that,  though  conjectural,  it  has 

kin.     In  the  one  I  have  related,  the  great  ingenuity  and  interest ;  and  that 

cause  of  the  depression  of  the  eye-ball  as  far  as  the  speculative  opinion  of  one 

was  thickness  and  opacity  of  the  arach-  who  deserves  so  highly  of  the  profession 

noid  (with  infiltration  of  the  pia  mater);  can  avail,  it  materially  fortifies  my  ar- 

the  cause  of  death  was  the  closing  of  ginnent.    I   may    also    mention,    that 

the  glottis,  from  paralysis  of  the  recur-  Antenrieth  is  represented  to  have  ar- 

rent.     Id  the  latter  interesting  example  rived  at  the  conclusion,  that  in  "  spas- 

of  glandular  disease,   "  the  thickness  modic  croup "    **  death  was  sometimes 

and  opacity  of  the  arachnoid,  with  in-  the  consequence  of  the  mere  palsy  of  the 

filtration  of  the  pia  mater,"  partially  parts  affected.*' — I  am,  sir, 

paralyzed  the  optic  nerve ;  but  the  sua-  Your  obedient  servant, 

den  death,  totally  unlike  that  fivm  head  Hugh  Ley,  M.D. 

affection,  arose  aiso  orobably  from  a  mass  Hmifmoon-street, 

of  enlarged   glands    compressing  and  March  si,  ism. 

paralyzing  the  recurrent  ""^^ 
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PHYSIOLOGY  OF  THE  VOICE.  ing  a  Jew's  harp  is  applied,  and  iU 

EXPLANATION    OF    MR.  bichmond's  mu-  ^"?"«  made  to  Tibrate,  the  cavity  will 

produce  another  and  a  faiirber  sound  m 

HCAL  P.RFO.MAKCE.  {[jjjj.^^   ^^   ^^^^    g^j^  „,  8  ^^.^^^    ^^^    ^ 

^~~'  multiple.     But  the  mouth  and  fauces 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  form  a  chamber  of  variahle  dimensions, 

^  or  may  saccessively  assome  different 

^'^«  fifffires  and  capacities.    And  a  person 

A  VBRV  beautiful  exhibition  of  a  novel  With  a  good  ear,  and  organs  naturally 

mode  of  producing^  musical  sounds  by  flexible,  may,  with  a  little  practice,  find 

the  voice  alone,  was  given  by  Mr.  Rich-  out  what  shape  of  the  fauces  is  neces- 

mond,    on    Tuesday    eveuinff,    at   Dr.  sary  to    reciprocate    one    multiple    of 

Elliotson's,  where  Ihappened  to  be  pre-  the    bass  sound,    what  another  ;    and 

sent.    As  the  performance  is  likely  to  orradually  acquiring:  facility  of  ex«cu- 

attract  attention,  it  may  be  amusingr  to  tion,  may  be  able,  with  the  Jew's  harp 

your  readers  to  know  the  principle  upon  -vibrating  between  the  teeth,  to  present  to 

which  it  is  executed.  it  chambers  which  will  reciprocate  dif. 

The  effects  produced  resemble  those  of  ferent  multiples  of  the  original  sound, 

the  Jew's  harp,  when  skilfully  played:  Man?  orentlemen  who  were  present 

that  is  to  say,  two  sounds  are  heard— a  at  Dr.  Eluotson's  conjectured  that  the 

drone,  or  bass  sound,  accompanied  by  a  higher    sounds    were    produced    as  in 

succession  of  higher  notes,  resembling  whistling,  and  the  lower  accompanying 

those  of  a  musical  snuff-box.  sound  by  the  larynx ;  but  Mr.  Wheat- 

The  first  thing  erident  is,  that  the  stone,  who  was  likewise  present,  ex- 
succession  of  higher  notes  is  not  pro-  plained,  that  the  mechanism  which  Mr. 
duced  in  the  larynx.  Whenever  laryn-  Richmond  employs  in  his  natural  organs 
^eal  notes  are  uttered,  a  rise  in  the  pitch  is  analogous  to  the  mechanism  which  pro- 
IS  attended  with  the  elevation  ot  the  duces  the  tones  of  the  Jew's  harp.  The 
larynx  in  the  throat,  as  it  may  be  ascer-  only  difference  in  the  two  cases  is  in  the 
tainedby  placing  the  finger  upon  the  illative  position  of  the  vibrating  tongue^ 
pamum  Aaami,  But  Mr.  Richmond  and  of  the  reciprocating  cavity.  In  the 
allowed  mc  to  keep  my  finger  on  his  performance  on  the  Jew's  harp,  the  ca- 
throat,  while  he  warbled  an  air ;  and  I  vity  is  situated  behind  the  vibrating 
found,  that  as. long  as  the  drone  con-  tongue;  in  Mr.  Richmond's  perfor- 
tinaed  unchanged,  the  laijnx  did  not  mance,  the  reciprocating  cavity  is  placed 
rise  or  fall  with  the  variation  of  the  before  the  vibrating  tongues,  or  the  vo- 
higher  notes.  cal  chords,  as  they  are  termed,  of  the 

Again,  the  bass  note  appeared  to  be  laiynx. 

lanmgeai ;   for  in  the  same  experiment,  About  three  years  ago  I  saw,  at  the 

I  found  that  when  its  piteh  was  raised,  Egyptian  Hall,  in  company  with  Mr. 

the  larynx  was  elevated.  Wheatstone,  an  exhibition  which  dif- 

How,  then,  and  where,  are  the  higher  fered  entirely  from  that  above  described, 

notes  produced  ?    They  are  elicitea  out  but  was  as  surprising.    The  performer 

of,  or  rather  produced  upon,  the  bass  nttered  at  the  same  time  two  series  of 

sound,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  higher  notes ;   neither  of  them  was  a  drone, 

notes  of  the  Jew's  harp.    In  each  oi  the  or  continued  bass  sound;  each,  on  the 

two  cases  the  two  sounds  necessarily  go  contrary,  was  a  part    in  a  concerted 

together.     Mr.  Richmond  is  unable  to  piece.     The  perfonner  gave  two  dif«> 

Sroduce  the  higher  sounds  without  the  ferent  sefies  or  notes  syncnrononsly:  or 

rone,   with    which    his    performance  seemed,  so  flexible  w«>e  his  organs,  to 

besins.  imitate  at  once  the  harp  and  clarionet.  It 

We  are  indebted  toMr.Wheatstone  for  was  evident,  on  observing  him,  that  the 

explaining  the  production  of  the  sounds  two  sounds  were  formed  in  different  or« 

of  the  Jew's  liup*    1*he  principle  is  gans;  one  secies  came  from  the  larynx ; 

this: — It  is  possible  to  find  Sor  every  uie  other  came  from  the  lips,  which 

sound  produced  by  a  vibrating  tongue,  a  were  pressed  together;  and  soeh  ten- 

chambePy  or  rather  a  volume  of  air,  sion  riven  to  their  edg^  that  the  air 

which  wiU  reciprocate  a  multiple  of  that  forced  between  them,  urew  them  into 

sound.    A  little  box,  for  instance,  open  sonorous  vibration. 

at  both  ends,  may  be  made,  of  such  a  The  observation  last  described  ^ave 

shape  and  size,  that  when  at  one  open-  mc  the  clearest  idea  I  had  yet  obtained 
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of  the  mode  in  which  sound  is  produced  which    are    held   in    contact^   is  even 

in  the  larynx.    Applying  the  paraUel,  greater.—I  remain,  sir, 

I  supposed  that  the  vocal  chords  are  Your  obedient  servant, 

like  ttie  lips,  when  pressed  together,  Herbert  Mato. 

and  drawn  into  a  state  of  sufficient  ten-  19,  Oeoivc-streec,  HuioTer-Sqnare, 

sion.    I  had  afterwards  the  means  of  ,      April  2, 1834. 

making  an  observation  which  proved  ^^ 

the  correctness  of  this  supposition.    The 

fffirJdV.'S  IhiK  r  MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 
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fumisned  by  a  case,  wnicn  is  de- 
scribed in  a  former  number  of  the  Ga- 
zette. A  patient,  who  was  under  my 
care  in  the  Middlesex  Hospital,  in  the 
attempt  to  commit  suicide  had  made  an     ^  "^'55'**"™"'*'"'';  ""*  •'*■'"  "'i*''*  *»«k«»i«««« 

openmg    into    the    upper   part    of  the     puWlcam  »lt.  dJcendl  ierlculuomoQ  reca«>.- 

larynx,  which  allowed  the  position  of  Cicsao. 

the  vocal  chords  to  be  seen.    I  ascer-  

tained   that   at  the   time    he    uttered  „„«oT^*Tr«    Ar>*«r^^r»  -^«  »«*»»,   «.« 

sounds,  the  vocal  chords  were  in  close  PRESENT   ASPECT  OF  THE   ME- 
apposition.  DICAL  REFORM  QUESTION. 

facts  with  which  I  have  connected  it  mass  of  the  public,  like  individuals,  are 

have  led  me  to  %ee,  more  distinctly  than  moved,  when  they  do  not  immediately 

before,  Uie  mode  in  which  we  are  ena-  comprehend  how  their  intereste  are  in. 

bled  voiuntartiy  to   close   the  larynx.  «^i^  j  •    *i-  •  *!.•-••      *.• 

In  my  Treatise^ on  Physiology,  ifiave  f^] '^edm  their  moving;  their  t;wi«er^, 

stated,  as  a  deduction  from  the  corres.  indeed,  is    fully  proportioned    to   the 

ponding  structure  in  birds,  that  the  hu-  quantity  of  matter  to  be  set  in  motion, 

man  laryiur  is  probably  closed  by  the  The  fact  has  been  Ulustrated  in  name- 

pressure  of  its  sides  against  each  other.    ^,„  :««#««««o  «r  <«^.*   «^n<w>^».«»* . 
Y 1.  J  u       _.  A^'/E^  ix     •-.  rous  instances  or  great   concernment; 

I  had,  however,  great  difficulty  in  con-         .  ,      ?  . 

ceiving  how  simple  pressure  of  mem-  ™  we  were  therefore  not  to  be  sur- 

branous  edges  against  each  other  would  prised  at  the  reluctance  with  which  the 

prevent  the  passage  of  air  between  them,  question  of  medical  reform  was  enter- 

when  impelled  by  the  whole  force  of  tained  when  first  introduced  to  the  pub- 

Ihe  expiratory  muscles,— a  difficulty  in-  ..  «      *.  •  .i-       . 

creased  by  my  having  observed,  that  "«  notice-     B«t  »*  is  something  to  get 

when  my  patient,  above  referred  to,  vo-  matters  astir ;  and  astir  undoubtedly  the 

luntarily  closed  his  larynx,  the  seeming  juld  questbn  now  is  at  last :  the  public 

approximation  of  the  sides  of  the  larynx  attention  is  strongly  attracted  by  it; 
was   not  greater  than  dunng  simple  ,  .,  -             .    t   .    ,,              /       ' 
▼ocalizaticm.  *°"  *'  forms  a  topic  in  the  current  co fl- 
it was   die  consideration  that,    by  venation  of  the  day. 
simple  pressure  of  the  lips  together  we  The  poinU  which  seem  thus  far  to  have 
can  wholly  prevent  the  escape  of  air  ^^^^  ^^  impression  on  the  pnblte  mind 
from  the  mouth — ^and  again,  that  we  can  -        u  ^  ^i.               a     -^i.     ^  .l  • 
alternate  this  perfect  cGsure  of  the  lips  '^  ^ew-but  they  are  not  without  their 
with  that  de^^  of  tension  and  resist-  importance.      People    in  general  now 
ance  at  which  air  passes  between  the  begin  to  be  acquainted  with  the  folio w- 
lij)s,  and  throws  their  edges  into  mu-  j^^  fo^ts  :-l,  That  there  are  medical 
steal  vibration— which  led  me  to  see  .'        \i.  a   1.    •  • 
that,  the  mechanism  of  the  laiynx  being  coiporations ;  that  physicians,  surgeons, 

so  parallel,  the  same  agency,  latenU  «»<»  general  practitioners,  proceed  from 
pressure  alone,  produced  oy  trac-  different,  distinct,  and  independent 
tion    of  membranous    surfaces,   when    gourccs;  that  though  they  are  aU  vul- 

KHH;  ra"rfnL  Vl^S.'^n^t'^f  f^^ly  called  «  doctor,. »  yet  U..t  the,*  i, 
tension  corresponds  with  that  of  the  ^^^  difference  m  point  of  education, 
lips;  while  the  breadth  of  the  suifaces,    and  other  circumstances.    2,  That  there 
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is  sometfaiDn;  amisa^'*  sometfaiog  roU  bow  a  suffident  supply  of  doctors  maj 
ten  "  —  in  the  state  of  those  corpora-  be  produced  for  the  necessities  of  publio 
lions,  which  causes  medical  men  to  consumption,  and  that  it  is  easy  to  ex* 
rise  up  and  cry  aloud  for  reform.  And,  pedite  the  question  by  a  reference  to 
3,  That,  in  the  spirit  of  the  agfe,  reform  is  statistical  returns  ;~and  assuredly  so  it 
about  to  be  accorded  to  the  medico-  is,  if  the  quality  of  the  medical  supply 
political  as  it  has  been  to  the  general  were  of  no  more  importance  to  the  pub« 
political  constitution.  lie  than  the  quantity ;  if  it  were  no  mat- 
So  far  so  good :  it  is  much  that  these  ter  what  sort  of  young  practitioners 
fundamental  facts  have  obtained  a  cer-  were  let  loose  on  the  public,  so  as  thera 
tain  publicity ;  but  it  would  be  better  were  enough  of  them, 
still  if  they  could  be  made  to  receive  that  But  it  is  not  with  intellectual  produce 
due  degree  of  attention  which  their  inte-  as  it  is  with  that  of  trade  and  mercantile 
rest  and  importance  deserve.  And  there  industiy;  if  the  latter  fail  in  one  quar- 
ts a  primary  and  essential  fact  which  we  ter,  or  be  of  bad  quality  (of  which  most 
fear  has  as  yet  little  chance  of  obtaining  people  can  j  udge),  or  if  it  be  exorbitant  in 
any  share  of  notice— namely,  that  the  its  price,  the  evil  may  be  abundantly  re- 
business  of  medical  reform  is  the  busi-  medied  by  the  rivalry  of  opposition,  or  the 
ness  of  the  community ;  that  the  public  working  of  free  trade ;  and  those  who 
benefit  is,  or  ought  to  be,  the  g^reat  end  bring  into  the  market  the  best  articles 
in  view ;  and  that,  whatever  be  the  issue  will  have  the  best  customers.  Not  so, 
of  the  question,  the  public  will  be  the  however,  where  the  wares  are  of  an  in- 
ultimate  gainers  or  losers.  tellectual  nature ;  the  mass  of  the  buyers 
The  popular  impression  on  this  head,  and  consumers  are  incompetent  to  judge 
we  have  reason  to  believe,  is,  that  the  re-  of  their  merits.  Let  the  quality  of  the 
form  which  is  destined  for  the  profession  article  be  what  it  may,  the  great  miyo- 
is  altogfetber  designed  for  the  accommo-  rity  of  the  purchasers  are  unqualified  to 
dation  and  advantage  of  medical  men.  gauge  it,  while  purchase  thoy  must— 
Short-sighted  reasoners  in  the  profes-  they  have  no  alternative, 
sion  itself  would  seem  to  be  of  that  opi.  The  results,  we  repeat,  of  whatever 
nion  also ;  and  we  cannot,  therefore,  so  system  of  medical  polity  shall  be  adopt- 
much  blame  the  community  at  large.  But  ed,  must  ultimately  fall  on  the  public ; 
this  is  a  most  serious  mistake,  and  one  vad  this  is  that  principle,  that  essential 
which  is  calculated  to  obstruct  very  ma*  and  primary  fact,  which  we  just  now 
terially  the  progress  of  medical  reform,  said  must,  if  it  were  properly  appre- 
It  is  totally  overlooked  that,  whatever  ciated,  constitute  the  life  and  soul  of  the 
be  the  private  views  of  parties  combin-  reform  question,  and  act  as  a  prime 
ing  to  dispense  medical  education  to  mover  in  exciting  the  public  to  an  effi- 
young  aspirants,  their  combination  must  cient  interference  in  the  matter.  It 
not  be  considered  merely  as  a  commer-  would  supply  a  master  key  — a  royal 
eial  or  trading  speculation,  the  object  of  road — for  attaining  that  which  other- 
which  is  to  bring  certain  produce  into  wise  will  only  be  slowly  arrived  at. 
the  market  ^  produce  which  may  be  Above  all,  by  the  light  of  such  a  prin- 
bought  or  rejected,  according  to  the  ap-  ciple,  the  mist  would  be  dispelled  which 
parent  goodness  or  badness  of  its  qua-  at  present  greatly  prevents  the  selfish 
lity.  Many  people,  no  doubt,  think  and  presumptuous  drift  of  certain  projec- 
that  there  is  no  more  in  an  arrangement  tors  from  being  thorou|^ly  detected.  For 
of  this  sort  than  the  solution  of  a  pro-  example,  when  once  it  is  understood 
blem  in  political  economy-*U>  determine  that  the  medico-political  arrangements 
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adopted  with  respect  to  medical  education,  it  was  first  broached :  we  take  credit  to 
deeply  concern  the  community  at  larg^e,  ourselves  for  having*  originally  sug-gested 
how  grossly  impudent  must  the  propo.  it  to  the  profession*;  and  we  know  of  no 
sal  appear,  of  the  proprietors,  who  own  measure  which,  in  an  equal  space  of 
a  particular  school  of  recent  foundation,  time,  has  secured  so  many  firm  sup- 
and,  in  some  respects,  of  yery  inferior  portters.  Many  who  are  constitutionally 
claims,  to  get  into  their  own  hands  and  habitually  cautious,  and  slow  to 
the  exclusive  privilege  of  supplying  the  adopt  specious  projects,  have  fully  ad- 
country  with  practitioners !  We  know  mitted  the  unquestionable  value  of  this ; 
not  whether  we  should  impute  it  more  and  many  who  were  always  violently 
to  the  good  fortune  or  the  good  sense  of  opposed  to  the  very  semblance  of  inno* 
the  public,  that  this  barefaced  attempt  vation— and,  as  it  would  seem,  indis- 
at  the  establishment  of  a  new  mono-  solubly  attached  to  the  old  system— > 
poly  has  been  hitherto  resisted ;  but  we  have  embraced  this  project  with  ar- 
trust  that  the  attention  which  has  now  dour.  We  do  not  reckon  in  either  cate- 
begun  to  be  bestowed  on  the  question  gory  the  author  of  a  clever  pamphlet, 
generally,  will  serve  to  place  the  mat-  entitled,  ^*  Sugfgestions  respecting*  the 
ter  in  its  proper  light.  intended  Plan  of  Medical  Reform  f.** 
Of  late,  we  are  aware  that  the  wants  He  has  been  known  for  some  time 
of  the  Dissenters  have  been  pleaded  for  as  a  medical  reformer  of  a  very  liberal 
the  furtherance  of  the  monopoly  to  caste ;  and  his  plans  have  been,  on  for- 
which  we  allude :  and  some  of  the  Dis-  mer  occasions,  as  well  as  on  this,charac- 
senters  themselves,  we  are  sorry  to  see,  terized  at  once  for  their  boldness  and 
have  suffered  themselves  to  be  induced  comprehensiveness.  Mr.  Grreen,  how- 
to  press  for  its  adoption.  But  they  ever,  is  no  leveller :  on  the  contrary,  he 
surely  have  many  respectable  doors  to  maintains  the  necessity  for  grades  to 
knock  at  in  their  difficulties,  without  an  extent  which  even  we  are  inclined  to 
being  driven  to  such  an  alternative,  consider  unreasonable ;  to  an  extent,  in- 
If  the  Cambridge  petition,  just  now  deed,  which  rather  borders,  we  think^ 
presented  to  parliament,  does  not  augur  on  self-contradiction,  or,  at  least,  on  a 
a  speedily-approaching  liberalization  contradiction  in  terms.  He  suggests  four 
of  both  the  great  universities,  at  least,  grades  or  degrees  for  those  who  would 
with  a  little  patience,  the  dissent-  aspire  to  the  higher  ranks  in  their  pro- 
ing  body  will    be   sure  of  obtaining  fesston:-* 

all  they  can  reasonably  require-so  far  ««  xhe  fourarades  might  be  entitled 

as  medical  degrees  are  concerned— by  —1.  Ineeptor-Uraduate  in  Mathematical 

awaiting  the  creation  of  the  intended  and  Physical  Science.— 2.  Gnduate  in 

National    Metropolitan    Board,   which  Mathematical  and  Pl»7"S^^^f^^^^ 

.„  -             ".     *      J  rii       ^      J  3-  Inceptor-Graduatc  in  Physiology.— 

will  be  competent  and  fully  sanctioned  4   Graduate  in  Physiology. 

to  bestow  the  highest  honours  in  me-  **  That  three  of  those  grades,  or  de- 

dicine.  signations,  should  be  empoyed  to  mark 

We  «  tempted  to   speak   in   thi.  S"'^'^ST:?^eS3  ^JSon"!^ 

pretty  confident  tone  of  the  creaUon  of  jjiat  the  degree  of  Inceptor-Graduate»' 

such  a  Board  (whether  connected  with  (by  die  way,  does  not  this  title  involve 

the  existing  institutions  or  not  is  yet  an  inconsistency,  as  if  we  were  to  say 

to   be    seen),  the   mow  especially   as  ^^  ^9r^  ofUndergraduaie  ?),  **  in  ma- 

we  see  so  many  able  advocates  of  the  •  ^^^^  q„^  ^  j^,   p^  ^^  ^^  »ttb««qaentiy 

measure  starting  up  on  aU  sides  of  us.  pauim,  ^^    ^    ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^^^^  ^^ 

A  year  and  a  half  has  not  elapsed  since  King's  CoUcge,  ftc. 
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tbematical  and  physical  science,  should  caught  the  fancy  of  an  influential  but 

|™P>y  o^Th^^S"**^  preliminary  educa-  non-piofessional  writer *— namely,  that 

duate,  in  physioSS!  rfiou?d  ""mX  tb^  !^  "^^^^^  "^^  <>»fi^^'  ^  ^  qualified 

completion  of  a  course  of  three  years  of  «>'  public  practice,  by  passings  one  and 

professional  study  and  proficiency  in  the  same  examination.    Let  the  medical 

tbe  knowleds/ti  required.    And,  3,  that  man,  says  the  party  to  whom  we  allude, 

tJi^^^'^Jtr^S'r^/.  '^«":''-  «letlo<»e  on  tbe  con.,n«. 

completed  medicS  education.**  n»^y»    P«««  »  certain  ordeal ;  and  after 

_-  ,         ,  that,let  him  follow  what  line  of  practice 

These  «!Tend  g«d«,  we  must  con-  ^^    j,,^  ^„j  ^^  distinction  accorf- 

fess.  we  do  not  hold  to  t)e  at  .11  caUed  j       „  ^j,  ,^^.^5^  ^^,^  ^i^     Now 

for;  at  the  same  tune  that  we  are  by  ^us  is  evidenUj  the  adyice  of  one  unac 
no  m«ns  disposed  to  maintain  that  there      ^^„^  ^.j^  ^^  ^j,        ^f  .nedicine. 

should  be  no  ranks  of  honour  open  to  the  tu-. -.-:»^  *    *u'  i     *u  *  u  -.   .- 

...  -  .      ,  .^  ^  Ine  wnter  seems  to  think,  that  because 

medical  man  after  passinsf  hu  first  ex-  ^^'  ^i    j      *•  i.^  *    u^  ax. 

f .       ^    »,  medical  education  ouirht  to  be  the  same 

amination  as  a  practitioner.    There  are,  lu.  .n    *.  j     *         ^  _*  •        •  *     * 

...         , ,        ■^    .         ,  , .  ,       '  for  all  students  up  to  a  certain  point,  at 

indisputably,  certain  ranks  to  which  the  ^l.*  _  .  .  ..  •  i.*      j 

^'^  .      ;  *  -  ,.  ,  "at  point  they  miirht  undenro  an  exa- 

professional  man  of  hiffh  attainments  ^: *.  j      x    •        * 

"^  . ,     ,  ,  ,      ,  mination ;  and,  entennir  at  once  on  prac- 

majr  w,tb  «iyantage  be  promoted,  when  ^       ^      ,^^„y  ^  ^^,    ^^  ^^^ 

be  has  already  distmiruished  himself  in  ^         ., .  j»    i       j  •    i  ^i.  *. 

,         ,.        ''         .    ,  ,        ,         ^  • .  erery  thinir  medical  and  sureical  that 

tbe  ordinary  practical  branches  of  his  r  n  •    xi.  •  u         •        i.    •  • 

^     .       \  '^    ,  -  ,        ,  fell  m  their  way-— becominir  physicians, 

profession ;  but  those  ranks  ouirht  to  be  ,         ^7.  ' 

!.,.'.       ...  ,^.  surspeons,  or  irenenil  practitioners,  just 

founded  on  their  utility ^on  their  prac-         ^       \       j      •»*  A.-  v 

«    .     -.  .  .    ^    .  '^  as  they  pleased.     Nothmflf  can  be  more 

deal  efficiency,  rather   than    on    mere  j  ^i.  i.   j    *  •       r      •* 

,  .    .    ./\      .  ,      .,  danirerous    than   such  doctnne,  for  it 

theoretical  distinctions  connected  with  i    j    .         ^i*        v  ..      ^i        i«         ^ 

,  .      «     .  „,  leads  to  nothinir  better  than  licensed 

the  pureuit  of  science.     The  metropo.     _  •  •  •  t*  •   *       *i.-  *  *u^«*  -.    * 

,.      "^     ,.    ,.       ,.     ,-,,  ,    -  empiricism.    It  is  true  that  there  must 

litan  medical  boara  itself  (the  swnod  of  «    7.     j  ^    r    j      x* 

«-^        x.i«  i.1  «  be  fixed  some  amount  of  education,  on 

Mr.  Green)  might  be  set  forth  as  an  ob-  ^^  ^t^,^t  of  ^hjeh  a  pr«5tiUoner 

ject  to  satisfy  the  ambition  of  the  dis-  ^„,^  ^  ^^       jyj^  f^,      ^^^ 
Ui.piish«imedic«l  man;  theprofe«K,r-  b„t  ^  lose  sight  of  dl  subse. 

ships  and  lectureships  dso,  under  the  ,„ent  distinctions  arising  fiom  the  culU- 

new  sjstem    might  tend  to  the  same  ^.Uon  of  particular  branches  of  medical 

puTKwe;  andtiieformaUonofacouncd  ^^^^j^      ^         ^^^  j,  eqnivdeni 

of  heJth,  including  an  order  of  prac  ^  „^,.i„i„    a,$t  AsUey  Cooper  and 

titioner.  entrusted  with  tiie  business  of  ^^^  ^.^^  ^^^^  ^^„  .^^^  ^  ^^^^ 

•tnte  medieme,  might  at  once  present  ^^  aiustrious  in  reputation,  if  they  had 

encouragement  to  merit,  and  secure  im.  ^^^  ^^^^^  them«aves  to  their  respec 

portant^smce.  to  the  community  ^^^   departments,   but   dealt  indiscri- 

But  while  we  object  to  die  formal  „j^,     j„  ph,™,ey.   wirgery,  and 

estoblishm«itof  gnjdes— ucha.  those  ^^.^^     ^^  ^^  j     ^^  ^ 

«.gge.ted  by  Mr.  Green-we  must  by  ^^U-regulated    medical   system    tbe«» 

no  means  be  mistaken  as  oonntenanc-  ^    *  u     j    •**  j       j      •      1  •      -..u 

,,  .     ,       ,       «  must  be  admitted  flfrades,  involTUir  sub- 

in^  tbe  existence  of  but  a  single  order  of  j.^j^^  „,  j,^„,    ^j^^^^  ^^.^  ^^ 

pr«ctition«..   To  this  chunericd  scheme  ^^^^  ^^  ,  prictitionem  a  sort  of 

we  hare  all  dong  been  consistently  op-  ^^  «Hpi.intoace  with  aU  branches, 

posed ;  and,  for  aU  we  can  see  or  hear  y^^  ,  perfection  in  none, 
put  forUi  in  iU  favour,  must  still  continue       ^^^  ^.  y    necessary  it »  for  practi- 

SO.   Nor  indeed  is  our  repugnance  much  ^_^ 

les5  to  an  idea  which  seenft  to  h^ve  •  Tbe  sditor  of  **  Timm.*' 
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cal  efficiency,  that  there  should  be  in  WESTMINSTER  MEDICAL  SO- 

moflt  occupations  division  and  subdivi-  CIETY. 

sion  of  labour,  migfht  be  shewn  not  only  ■ 

by  refemngr  to  the  arrangements  in  the  "^^^  farce. 

church  and  at  the  bar,  but  in  the  gene-  p^  five-act  piece  which  we  so  faithfuDy 

-       J.     .         - 1..   \          TWT          ij  described  a  fortnight  ago,  excited  an 

ral  profession  of  literature.    We  could  «  extraordinary  sensation"  (that  is  the 

appeal  to  the  learned  editor  of  the  news-  technical  phrase)  among  the  One  Faculty 

paper,  which  maintains  that  the  passing  members  of  the  Westminster  Medical 

one  general  examination  should  suffice  to  Society ;  so  much,  indeed   that  at  their 

i>/>          ^'^^          r    1.  •      iM  ^1        It  last  meeting  it  was  actually  called  for 

qualify  practitioners  for  being"letloose"  .^^  formally  read  for  the  ^ification  of 

on  the  community,  in  all  the  different  all  present     It  was  intended,  of  course, 

departments     of     medicine,     whether  that  it  should  have  been  received  in 

his  assistants,  sub-editors,  readers  and  f^J*""  «!«»««.  and  with  every  mark  of 

all,  are  qualified  to  conduct  the  business  »?<i>f»*tio»  5  ™tead  of  which,  it  gave 

«u,  »■«.  «|uiu  «^«  **#  ^^^»^  *"**    "»  »  «■  Yiae  to  general  merriment  We  expected 

of  every  department  of  his  journal  effi-  nothing  less  than  that  this  rather  un- 

ciently ;  and  whether  he  does  not  feel  usual  proceeding  was  to  be  followed  up 

the  propriety  of  confining  one  to  one  by  a  motion  for  putting  an  extinguisher 

department,  another  to  another,  and  so  ?**  ^%  "  ^*^**^^ .  ^""^^^  vf  "^  *^  ^^^ 

.  *V          7            J.        .     1 .  le*«t  for  summoning  the  editors,  pub- 

fortb,-.each  according   to   his    attain.  Ii8hers,printers,and  devils  and  all,  to  ap- 

ments     and     approved    qualificationa,  pear  at Uie  bar  of  the  House;  neverthe- 

though  each  and  all,  up  to  a  certain  ex,  less,  after  a  good  deal  of  fretting  and 

tent,  have  had  the  same  education?    If  ["»*«?.  one  genUeman,  more   prudent 

.f          -^      1-   A_     •    vx               ^  than  the  rest,  suggested,  that  if  they  did 

this  position  be  toie  m  bterary  matters,  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  the  Ive-act  tragedy,  which 

bow  much  more  important  is  it,  that  in  had  excited  them  so  much,  woula  proba- 

a  profession  so  widely  extensive,  and  bly  be  followed  up  by  an  account  of 

taking  in  such  a  multitude  of  objects,  ?!«  Moe  ihey  were  then  enacting  ;-• 

as  medicine,  there  should  be  such  an  ad*  Y^^  ^\}^  answered    the  purpose  of 

w  mcuii,iu«,,  u««<.  ouviuu  »^  Dut.u  au  au  laying  thc  unquict  spints,  and  so  the 

judication  of  proper  persons  to  proper  discussion  dropped  without  leading  to 

places  as  would  render  the  whole  the  any  result ;  a  regular  specimen  of  the 

most  efficient  and  conducive  possible  to  p^rturiunt  monieM,  ^c.    The  quotation 

the  interests  of  the  community!  w  rather  musty.    

We  are  far  from  having  any  objection  COLLEGE  OF  PHTSICIANS. 

to  all  passing  the  same  examination  in  The    usual  monthly  evening  meeting 

the  first  instance ;  but  we  hold  that  it  took  place  on  Monday  last,  and  was 

ought  to  be  open  to  every  one  who  does  f  •'7  """eroudy  <tteuded.  A  paper  from 

*                 "^           _:  .      .        r  tbe  pen  of  Dr.  Williams,  containing 

so,  to  go  up,  after  a  certain  time,  for  a  ^^^  interesting  facts  connected  with 

higher  testimonial,  either  in  physic  or  the  treatment  of  Nodes,  was  read ;  but 

surgery,  as  suits  hb  views— it  being  we  regret  that  we  are  accidentally  pre* 

undeiatood  that  he  then  drops  pharmacy,  ^^^  ^^  ^^^«  ^^^^  ^  give*it  till 

a^d  practises  as  a  physician  or  a  sur*    °       ^^    

flfeon  exclusivel  V.   We  do  not  despair  of 

®          ^__^.              1..        *L              •                r  CUKIOAL  0B8EBVATI0NS 

Aese  truths  reaching  the  cognizance  of  ^^ 

the  public  in  due  time;  in  fact,  a  little  TRAUMATIC    EMPHYSEMA. 

experience  and  reflection  cannot  fail  to  g^  g^^^,^  Dcpuytren. 

lead  to  their  general  admission.  Prom  the  "  Lecona  Orale»,"  published  periodl- 

catly,  unSer  the  Baron**  invpcction. 


In  the  list  which  we  gave  last  week  of  Emphymna  from  Fractures  of  the  Ri6«,  and 
those  who  had  been  examined  by  the  Par-       from  Laceration  of  the  Lungs  and  Pleura^ 

liamentary  Commitlee,  the  name  of  Da.  o^  the  9th  of  last  December,  it  so  h  ap 

Clendinmino  was  accidentally  omitted.  pened  that  two  individuals  affected  with 
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traumatic  empbysemaf  in  different  degrees  ribs  having  been  pushed  acaintt  Ike  p«l* 

of  seTerity,  made  their  way  to  this  hoBi»taL  monary  onans,  have  tmn  Ae  |ikara.  and 

It  was,  I  think,  a  beneficial  eircnmstaace,  probably  the  air-fleUtflMre,  or  less ;  whence 

gentlemen,  for  your  instmetion ;  for  yoa  bnw  mimfd  the  organic  injury  of  the  lung, 

thus  have  had  before  you  two  niijlss  «f  «»d  the  eruption  of  air  towards  the  walls 

similar  disease  arisngframdifevent  causes,  of  the  thorax.    And  the  small  quantity  of 

and  necessarily  present] og  you  with  symp-  air  which  has  strayed  ftom  its  proper  qnar. 

fonts  and  appearanoes  of  a  varied  chaiac-  ter  in  the  present  instance,  gives  us  reason 

ter.  *  One  of  these  patients  is  a  water-car.  to  presume  that  the  laceration  is  not  very 

rier,  aged  68,  who  was  struck  by  the  shaft  considerable. 

of  a  wood  cart,  and  overturned:*  the  wheel  Lotus  now  explain  the  mechanism  of 

passed  over  the  anterior  of  his  chest,  on  this  infiltration.    Wheoyin  consequence  of 

the  lelt  side.    The  cart,  though  not  loaded  old  attacks  of  pleurisy  or  pneumonia,  there 

St  the  time,  was  weighty  enough  to  cause  remain  organized  aohesionr  between  the 

all  the  mischief  which  I  shall  describe,  pleure,  and  there  is  formed  in  this  way  a 

Cough  is  present,  and  great  oppression,  continuity  of  tissue  between  the  surface  of 

and  the  pulse  is  frequent  and  ttm.    The  the  lung  and  the  wall  of  the  chest,  emphy. 

closest  examination  of  the  right  side  of  the  sema  under  such  circumstances  may  be 

chest  did  not  enable  me  to  detect  any  le-  easily  understood  to  happen :  the  air  passes 

sion ;  but  on  the  left  there  is  a  sharp  pain  directly  from  the  interior  of  the  lung  into 

towards  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  and  that  the  texture  of  the  newly-oiganixed  sub. 

quarter  is  peculiarly  sensible  to  the  touch,  stance,  wins  its  vray  gradually,  and  at  last 

When  the  hand  is  applied  there,  we  per.  reaches  the  fracturM  wall  entering  the 

ceive  a  cradding  sensation,  like  that  of  the  subcutaneous  cellular  tissue.    When  there 

ends  of  fractured  ribs,  while  the  sides  of  are  no  adhesions^  the  inspired  air  escapes 

the  chest  are  in  respiratoir  motion.  The  ear  partly  by  the  opening  on  the  surface  of  the 

too  can  distinffuish,  besicles,  a  noise  resem-  lung,  and  spreads  itself  into  the  surround, 

bling  that  of  the  fall  of  a  multitude  of  drops  ing  tissues  and  the  pleural  cavity ;  thence 

of  water  following  each  other  in  rapid  de-  it  proceeds,  being  oonstimined  by  the  respi- 

scent.    There  is  likewise  a  consiaerable  ratory  motions  of  the  chest,  into  the  cellu. 

swelling  on  the  same  side,  but  without  lar  tissue  of  aU  the  internal  and  external 

change  in  the  colour  of  the  skin,  or  anv  organs;  so  that  if  the  air  efi^sed  beconsi. 

mark  of  inflammation- a  swelling  which  derable,  it  pervades  not  only  the  walls  of 

may  be  displaced,  and  driven  from  one  spot  the  chest  and  abdomen,  the  upper  and 

to  another,  by  chasing  it,  in  a  manner,  lower  extremities,  with  the  scrotum,  neck, 

with  the  pressure  of  the  hand.    At  the  and  head,  but  the  pleune  themselves,  the 

same  time  a  well-marked  crepitation  is  twomediastina,  the  pericardium,  and  even 

perceived,  similar  to  that  which  is  observed  the  cellular  tissue  which  unites  the  dif- 

in  animals  blown  to  deprive  them  of  their  ferent  organic  elements  of  which  the  lungs 

akin.    These  are  the  unquestionable  ^ymp>  are  oomposed. 

.toms  both  of  fracture  of  the  ribs  and  of  But  to  return  to  our  patient    The  mao 

emphysema  produced  by  the  infiltration  oi  was  bled  upon  entering  the  hospital ;  he 

atmospheric  air  into  the  subcutaneous  eel-  was  bled  again  on  the  following  morning ; 

lular  tissue.    Yet  there  appears  to  be  no  compresses  saturated  with  resolvent  liquid 

daa^r  of  the  patient's  life;  the  emphyse-  were  applied  to  the  disordered  part;  and 

jna  IS  not  serious;  it  does  not  extend  be-  the  whole  trunk  was  enveloped  in  an  am- 

fond  the  left  side  of  the  chest ;  and  there  pie  bandage.    This  last  precaution  was 

u  no  reason  to  suppose  that  it  has  seized  adopted  in  order  to  suspena  the  respiratory 

the  internal  organs.    Experience  teaches  action  of  the  external  muscles,   and  to 

us,  that  in  such  circumscribed  cases  the  oblige  the  individual  to  breathe  by  the  dia- 

infiltration  does  not  exceed  a  few  cubic  phragm  only-— that  the  union  of  the  ribs 

inches  of  air,  the  absorption  of  which  is  might  not  be  interfered  wiUi,  and  that  the 

easily  and  speedily  effected.    But  the  caee  spread  of  the  emphysema  might  as  much 

is  very  different  when  the  air  has  not  only  as  possible  be  obviated.    That  the  dia- 

invaded  the  whole  of  the  cellular  tissue  <»  phrum  is  perfectly  competent  to  perform 

the  surface,  but  that  of  the  viscera  of  the  this  duty  is  plain,  when,  from  injury  dene 

chest  and  belly ^when  there  is  not  only  to  the  upper  part  of  the  spinal  oord,all  the 

infiltration,  but  effusion  of  air,  into  the  external  respiratory  muscles   have  been 

great  setous  cavities ;   and  such  is  the  struck  with  paralyns,  and  yet  respiration 

grievous  condition  of  the  other  patient,  of  proceeds. 

whom  we  riiall  presently  speak  more  at  The  other  patient,  an  older  man  than 

large.    In  the  case  before  us  we  must  con.  him  of  whom  we  have  just  been  speaking, 

sider  the  concomitant  lesion^,  which  have  and  of  a  much  stronger  constitution,  hav. 

directly  led  to  the  development  of  the  dis-  ing  got  intb  a  sculRe,  was  thrown  by  bis 

order.    It  must  have  happened,  beyond  a  adversary. '  The  latter,  not  content  with 

doubt,  that  the  iiagments  of  the  broken  his  8uperiority,kickedhis  fallen  antagonist 
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repeatedly  in  the  chest ;  neTeml  of  the  ribs  tvord,  he  is  in  the  way  of  complete  re- 
were  fractured,  and  the  fragments  being  covery. 

violently  driven  inwards,  inflicted  severe  In  both  patients  we  see  how  important 
wounds  on  the  lung.  An  enormous  em-  a  part  of  their  maladv  the  empnysema 
physema  ensued,  which  speedily  seized  the  constituted  :  it  was  the  most  manifest 
shoulder,  whence  it  spread  over  the  whole  symptom,  and  was  carried  to  such  an  ex- 
of  the  chest,  anteriorly  and  posteriorly;  tent  in  one,  that,  independent! v  of  the 
thence  to  the  neck,  and  finally  to  the  ao-  serious  lesions,  of  which  it  was  the  result, 
dominal  region  and  the  testicles.  This  it  formed  of  itself  a  grievous  disease.  In 
man,  besides,  laboured  under  an  old  asth-  some  cases,  it  only  makes  its  appearance 
ma—a  very  unfavourable  circumstance  in  among  the  secondary  symptoms,  and  is 
such  a  case.  Now,  an  emphysema  of  this  not  ren/dily  recognised;  not  that  it  is  of 
kind  is  always  a  very  serious  malady :  the  so  much  importance  to  recognize  it,  in 
infiltration  makes  fearful  progress,— the  order  to  oppc«e  its  progress,  but  being  re- 
atmospheric  air  is  stowed  to  such  an  ex-  cognized,  it  enables  us  clearly  to  appre- 
tent  in  the  oivans,  that  breathing  be-  date  the  concomitant  disorders, 
comes  almost   impossible.    I  have   seen 

several  patients  dife  from  this  cause— the  Emphytma,  toith  ecmplicattd  it^ury  of 

suffocation  alone ;  and  we  may  well  ima-  ^**  ^*^' — ^«»'A. 

gine  how  cruelly  the  affection  must  be  A  man,  aged  41,  of  a  strong  constitution, 

complicated,  when  an  asthma  is  present,  was  jammed  up  against  a  wall  by  Uie  pole 

Patients  in  this  predicament  sink  rapidly;  of  a  carriage.     When  taken  to  the  Hotel 

and  accordingly  we  could  only  despair  of  Bieu,  it  was  observed  that  his  breathing 

this  old  man's  life.    You  saw  his  severe  was  exceedingly  short  and  laborious :  the 

suffering,— his  vain  attempts  to  utter  a  few  sternum  was  transversely  fractured  at  the 

syllables  in  reply  to  our  questions.    Upon  junction  of  the  two  upper  thirds  with  the 

every  inspiration  a  new  column  of  air  was  lower,  and  the  upper  fragment  was  deeply 

added  to  the  accumulation.    The  expecto-  sunk  into  the  mediastinum.    On  the  right 

ration  was  bloody, — shewing  that  there  side  of  the  chest,  the  fourth,  fifth,  and 

was  a  deep  injury  of  the  lungs;  the  pulse  sixth  rib&,  at  about  four  or  five  fingers' 

was  small,  concentrated,  and  convulsive,  breadth  from  the  sternum,    were  much 

We   could    do   nothing    for   him.      To  depressed,  and  a  crepitus  was  heard,  which 

bandage  him,  as  we  did  the  other  patient,  evidently  indicated    their   fiacture,   and 

would  only  have  added  to  his  tortures,  perhaps  that  of  their  cartilages.    A  little 

Incisions  were  proposed,  and  we  made  a  below  the  seat  of  these  fractures  there  was 

certain  number  of  them  on  different  parts  an  ecchymosis,  about  the  size  of  a  five 

of  the  body,  rather,  however,  in  compliance  fhmc-piece.    The  features  of  the  patient 

with  the  suggestions  made  to  us,  than  with  were  marked  wilh  profound  anxiety :  his 

the  hope  ofobtaining any  useful  result;  and  answers  were  short   and   impeded;    his 

so  they  proved,  for  reasons  which  it  is  need-  pulse  rapid,  and  almost  imperceptible ;  his 

less  toexplain.  Were  it  an  emphysema,how.  skin  cola.    Bj  feeling  in  fivnt  of  the  frae- 

ever,of  no  great  extent,  and  circumscribed,  tares,  a  crepitation  was  perceived,  resem- 

incisions   of  the   parts   chiefly   engaged  bling  that  produced  by  air  traversing  the 

might  be  productive  of  benefit,  by  opening  cells  of  the  subcutaneous  tissue :  but,  what 

a  passage  for  the  egress  of  tbe  collected  was  most  remarkable,  everjr  time  inspire- 

air :  but  in  such  a  case  as  the  present  the  tion  took  place,  the  tnmor  increased  oonsi- 

insufficiency  of  such  a  resource  cannot  but  derably,  and  extended  from  the  lower  part 

be  too  apparent.  of  the  sternum  to  the  seat  of  the  fracture ; 

Well,  the  patient  died;  and,  upon  ex-  it  diminished,  on  the  contrary,  when  ex- 
amining the  body,  all  the  appearances  that  piration  took  place.  The  least  pressure 
were  anticipated  were  observed.  The  an-  gave  rise  to  the  emphysematous  crepitation, 
teriorandposteriormediastina  contained  a  and  was  sufficient  to  reduce  the  tumor, 
great  quantity  of  air,  as  did  also  the  In  the  two  inferior  thirds  of  the  right 
whole  extent  of  the  interlobular  tissue,  cavity  of  the  chest  the  stethoscope  detected 
Three  ribs  on  the  right  side  were  broken,  a  venr  distinct  ^af^MitiJem«n(.  The  patient 
and  the  corresponding  portion  of  the  lung  was  bl^ ;  compresses  were  applied  to  the 
presented  a  large  and  deep  laceration.  teat  of  the  emphysema,  and  a  mmdage  was 

Our  first  patient,  on  the  other  hand,  put  round  the  trunk.    At  first  every  tUing 

went  on  improving.    In  the  course  of  five  seemed  to  go  on  well  under  this  treatment, 

days,  he  no  longer  felt  any  pain  in  the  «~the  pain  was  greatly  alleviated ;  but  on 

aflected  side  when  he  cougfaM ;  the  expec-  the  fourth  day,  all  of  a  sudden,  the  oppres- 

toration  was  not  at  all  bloody ;  the  infil-  don  was  redoubled ;  the  cheeks  assumed  a 

tration  had  nMriy  disappeared ;  the  pulse  hectic  blush ;  the  pulse  became  small,  bard, 

was  Bood ;  the  respiration  little  impeded ;  and  ouick.    Another  bleeding  was  em- 

and  Dis  appetite  hegan  to  retorn :  in  a  ployed.   Ten  days  thus  passed  over,  with 
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mltematioiu  of  better  and  worse,  as  to  the  single  point,  bot  throngfaoattbeir  whole  ex 

suffocation ;  but,  bj  the  end  of  that  time,  tent.    In  such  cases,  whenever  incisions 

no  tmoe  of  the  emphysema  remained :  a  are  made  in  the  skin,  a  certain  quantity 

large  and  reiy  black  ecdmnoeis,  howerer,  of  air  makes  its  escape.    On  th^  bodies  of 

extended  ftom  the  base  of  the  chest  to  the  individuals  who  have  died  either  from  the 

upper  and  exterior  part  of  the  thigh.    The  severitv  of  the  emphysema  itself  or  the  in- 

cuMt  became  more  and  more  embarrassed,  jury  of  the  other  organs  involved,  the  pre- 

and  on  the  twelfth  day  the  mandied.  On  exa-  senoe  of  air  has  been  demonstrated,  j  ust  as 

miningtbebody,  old  and  very  strong  adhe.  crepitation  has  been  noticed  during  liftw 

sions  were  found  between  the  pleune ;  the  Havinc  had  to  treat  an  individual  in  whom 

upper  fragment  ofthe  sternum  was  fixed  to  this  phenomenon  was  veiy  manifest,  we 

the  pericardium ;  the  right  ventricle  of  the  were  induced  to  make  some  incisions  on 

heart  was  torn  by  it,  to  the  extent  of  two.  the  part  engaged,  upon  which  a  considera* 

thirds  of  its  thickness.    A  great  quantitv  ble  quanti^  St  air  issued  forth.    In  short, 

of  bloody  serum,  and  of  pure  black  blood,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  lact:   the 

was  found  in  the  pleural  cavity  of  the  right  only  question  is,  in  the  present  case,  how 

side.  The  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  ribs  were  to  account  for  the  infiltration.    Now  this, 

fractured,  and  their  cartilages  detached  I  think,  must  have  happened  from  the 

from  the  sternum:  between  these  there  was  blow  received  on  the  face  navinff  ruptured 

a  lacerated  opening,  large  enough  to  suffer  the  os  unguis  of  the  ethmoid,  through 

a  finger  to  go  through  it.  which  rupture  the  air  made  its  way  from 

the  nasal  fosssB  into  the  interior  of  the 

Traumatic  empkywna  ofths  mft^Udt.  eTclids.    It  was  remarkable  that  the  em. 

The  introduction  of  air  into  the  subcn-  pnysema  did  not  occur  immediately  after 

taoeous  or  intermuscular  tissue  is  not  pe-  the  accident,  but  only  alter  the  lapse  of 

culiar  to  penetrating  wounds  of  the  chest ;  some  time,  and  subsequent  to  the  patient's 

it  may  take  place  in  any  of  the  parts  con-  effort  in  blowing  his  nose.  'The  reason  of 

nected  with  the  respiratorv  svstem.    Em.  this  is  explains  without  much  difficulty, 

physeraa  of  the  eye>lids  is  by  no  means  The  fracture  of  the  bone  did  not  immem- 

rare:  it  is  mentioned  by  several  authors,  ately  lead  to  the  divuption  of  the  soft  parts, 

and  we  have  had  more  than  one  case  of  it  and  the  latter  accordinffly  still  excluded 

in  the  H6tel  Dieu.  the  air;  but  as  soon  as  uie  patient  forced 

a  column  of  air  against  them  in  his  effort, 

Casx  L— Frost  mtppoted  Fracturt  of  the  they  nve  way,  and  the  communication 

OiUfigiiif.-  was  tiius  established  between  the  nasal 

An  excavator  was  struck  on  the  forepart  fossao  and  the  eyelids.    We  were  desirous 

of  the  head,  neck,  and  chest,  by  a  quantity  of  ascertaining  whether  any  drops  of  blood 


be  paid  but  little  attention,  and  went  on  does  not  appear  that  it  occurred  or  was 

witn  his  work.    About  a  quarter  of  an  noticed  in  the  present  instance. 

hour  after,  on  blowing  his  nose,  a  conside.  The    treatment   consisted    in    general 

rable  tumeftustion  of  the  eye-lids  imme>  bleeding  and  the  topical  application  of 

diately  ensued :  thewhole  eye  was  covered  compresses,  steeped  in  resolvent  solution. 

up  by  it     Was  this  erysipelas  ?      The  The  patient  was  recommended  to  use  no 

skin,  indeed,  was    bright  and  tense,  as  effort  in  attempting  to  blow  his  nose,  to 

in  that  complaint;   but  ^ere  was  neither  avoid  coughing  as  much  as  possible,  and 

that  redness  nor  heat  which  characterize  to  do  nothing  that  would  tend  to  open 

it      The  eye-lids  retained  their  natural  afresh  the  unnatural  passage  of  the  air. 

colour  and  ordinary  temperature.    Was  it  On  the  third  day  the  crepitation  had  much 

csdema?      OBdema   is    never  formed  so  diminished;    on  the  fourth  it  was.  almost 

rapidly;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  that  em-  insensible;  and  on  the  fifth  the  eye-lids 

fdiMMiitofthe  tissues  is  not  observable  in  were  neari^  in  their  natural  condition, 

it  which  is  peculiar  to  serous  infiltration.  The  followinp^  case  is  one  that  bears  a 

Was  it  an  effusion  of  blood  in  conseouence  strong  similarity  to  that  just  related, 

of  some  riolent  contusion  from  the  blow  he  ^        -rr      r.                  .  t> 

received  ?    But  this  would  have  been  re-  Cask  H'-From  mppoied  Rupture  ofthe 

cognized   by    the  presence  of  numerous  Pituitary  Membrane. 

violet-coloured    ecchymoscfi,    and   by   a  A  young  man,  who  received  a  violent 

brownish  hue,  more  or  less  deep,  of  the  blow  from  a  plank  striking  him  on  the 

eye-lids.    On  the  whole,  we  could  not  but  nose,  felt  at  first  only  the  pain  which 

suspect  that  it  was  an  infiltration  of  air;  might  be  expected ;  but  in  the  course  of  a 

in  fact,  upon  touching  the  parts,  emphyse-  few  hours,  upon  blowing  his  nose,  he  per- 

roatous  crepitation  was  perceived,  not  at  a  ceived,  as  it  were,  a  line  of  fire  passing 
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from  the  side  of  the  nostril  to  the  angle  of  ereiyoaw  of  emphysema  of  the  cre-lids, 

the  eye,  and  thence  spfeadinff  itself  Into  the  swelling  takes  plaee  with  rapidity — a 

the  two  lids  of  the  left  eye.     Such  a  swell-  eircomstance  easiW  accounted  for  by  the 

ing  immediately  ensued,  that  the  eye  was  great  looseness  of  the  cellular  tissue  of 

quite  closed  up,  and  the  passage  of  the  which  they  are  composed, 
luminous  rays  intercepted.    The  patient 

was  leceired  in  the  H6tel  Dien.    Tlie  lids  _ 

were  found  much  distended  and  rensting, 

but  indolent,  and  without  any  changre  in  „rki>iTAi   nF  T  A  pttti?    paptq 

the  colour  of  the  skin.     Emphysematous  HOPITAL  DE  I*A  PITIE,  PARIS. 

crepitation  was  very  distinct    The  same  

treatment  as  in  the  preceding  case  brought 

about  a  cure  in  four  or  five  days.    There  Clikiqub  of  M.  Louis. 

is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  malady  p^itoning  vnth  Sulphuric  Aeid—Death  after 

in  this  instance  resulted  from  a  ruptnre  of  ^^^  „^|^,»  tuWering—PoHmartem  appear- 

the  pituitary  gland  opposite  the  nmon  of  ^^^^ 
the  lateral  cartilage  of  the  nose,  which  had 

probably  become  somewhat  disunited  £rom  A  carman,  aged  47,  of  a  strong  constitu. 

the  bone.  ^^oi>f  8^^^  himself  up  to  excessive  drinking 

on  the  first  day  of  the  year  (1834) :  he 

Cass  111.— Ennphytema  of  the  Temples  from  drank  not  less  than  ^ye  or  six  bottles  of 

Fraeiurt  ef  Ihs  Frontal  SinuM.  wine,  and  got  home  in  a  state  of  complete 

A  man  leeeiTed  a  fall  on  the  fore  part  of  intoxication.    On  the  foUowing  day  he  re- 

his  forehead.    Some  time  after,  a  tumor  newed  his  dissipation,  and  was  returning 

of  considerable  bulk  made  Its  appearance  towards  home,  when  he  spied  a  phial  on 

in  the  temporal  region.  The  nature  of  this  the  toble  of  a  limonadiere.    It  contained 

tumor  seemed  unaooountable  to  some  per.  vitriol,  with  which  it  is  not  unusual,  in  the 

sons  who  saw  it ;  but  when  it  was  slightly  streets  of  Paris,  to  acidulate  the  beverage 

compressed,  it  might  be  forced  to  pass  to  o£  the  lovers  of  lemonade.  The  man  seized 

the  front  of  the  forehead,  and  then  to  dis-  the  phial,  thinking  it  contained  liqueur: 

appear.     It  was  owing  to  the  passage  of  he  drank  it  off,  and  was  quickly  attacked 

the  air  into  the  surrounding  cellular  tissue,  with  dreadful  pains  in  his  throat  and  sto- 

and  that  in  consequence  of  fracture  of  the  macfa.  Milk  was  abundantly  administered 

frontal  sinus,  which  created  an  opening  to  him,  and  copious  vomitiug  ensued ;  hut 

nnder  the  skin.  this  treatment  did  not  much  avail :  he  was 

growing  worse  when  taken  to  the  hospital. 

We  might  readily  multiply  examples  of  fourteen  hours  after  the  accident, 

traumatic  emphysema  resulting  from  pene-  The  symptoms  noted  at  his  entrance 

trating  wounds  of  the  chest,  or  from  a  were— sharp  pains  in  the  throat,  along  the 

communication  of  some  other  kind,  for-  track  of  the  oesophagus,  and  in  the  pit  of 

cibly  formed  with  the  air  passages.    But  the  stomach ;    bloi^y   sputa,    numerous 

those  already  cited,  with  the  remarks  we  eschars  on  the  lining  of  the  mouth,  and  an 

have  made,  may  probably  be  sufficient  to  inability  even  to  move  the  lips  without 

give  vou  precise  notions  of  this  curious  great  difficulty ;  the  pulse  small,  regular— 

malaa^, and  of  its  diagnosis,  and  the  treat-  100;  the  skin  moderately  warm,  covered 

ment  it  requires.    With  respect,  however,  occasionally   with    cold  clammy  sweats. 

to  the  infiltration  which  sometimes  takes  Ordered  magnesia  and  water,  to  neutralize 

place  in  some  of  the  highest  points  of  the  any  remains    of  the   poison  ;    thirty-six 

resuiratonr  system,  a  few  words  may  be  leeches  to  the  abdomen.    After  two  days 

added.    Beside  the  crepitation,  called  em-  the  pulse  was  no  longer  accelerated.    The 

phjr8ematous,and  the  negative  signs  alreadv  pains,  however,  continued,  and  the  mucous 

noticed,  it  may  be  still  farther  ascertained,  membrane  of  the  mouth  was  still  inflamed, 

when  there  is  doubt  about  the  nature  of  The  fauces  could  not  be  examined,  in  con- 

the  disorder,  by  getting  the  patient  to  blow  sequence  of  the  difficulty  of  opening  the 

his  nose,  when  a  manifest  augmentation  of  mouth.    The  sputa  extremely  abundant ; 

the  tumor  of  the  eye-lids,  or  other  parts  deglutition    greatly  impedea ;    and  the 

affected,  will  be  perceivable.    If  the  pa-  patient  can  only  introduce  into  his  sto- 

tient  be  in  such  a  state  as  to  be  uncon-  mach  some  spoonsful  of  coffee  and  gum> 

scions  of  what  is  required  of  him,  by  com-  water. 

pressing  his  nostrils  an  instantaneous  in-  For  two  months  these  symptoms  con- 
crease  of  the  tumor  will  be  observed,  tinned.  The  patient  had  no  headache  all 
owing,  BO  doubt,  to  the  column  of  expired  the  time,  nor  acceleration  of  pulse.  His 
air,  which,  not  finding  an  egress  by  the  na-  thirst  was  considerable,  and  he  spat  a 
tund  way,  is  carried  into  the  one  newly  great  deal.  The  bowels  were  habitually 
established  by  the  accidental  injury.    In  eonfined ;    and    there  were   occasionally 
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ptisa  in  the  loin*  and  back,  which  were  toms  of  febrile  excitemeiit,  if  We  except 

increased  by  pressure.     During  the  hist  that  during  the  first  two  days  his  pulse 

three  day*  of  the  patient's  life  there  was  was  about  100,  and  this,  though  the  dis- 

BQch  sinkings  the  spitting  decreased,  and  turbance  of  the  system  was  ?ery  great 

Uacl  liquid  matter  was  passed  from  the  M.  Louis  laid  great  stress  on  this  cir. 

bowelsL    It  was  thought  that  the  colour  of  cumstance,  and  riiewed  how  very  diiTerent 

the  cTacnation  was  owing  to  the  presence  was  the  reaction  arising  tnm  internal  in- 

of  blood;  but  chemical  analysis  did  not  flammation,  from  what  it  is  when   the 

detect  a  particle  of  blood  in  it  cause  is  external.    Thus,  if  a  lai^  blister 

The  patient  died  on  the  2d  of  Mareh.  he  applied  to  the  chest,  in  thetreatment  of 

ftamiiuitton  0^1^  M^.— The  ulcerations  pneumonia,  the  febrile  excitement  often 

of  the  mouth  are  cicatnzed;  the  surface  of  will  not  be  augmentml;  but  let  a  little 

the  pharrnx  wrinkled,  uneven,  with  many  erysipelas  seize  a  small  portkm  of  the 

nlcerated  spots  upon  it     The  ODSopbuns  £ue,  we  shall  commonly  iimi  the  pulse 

adheres  closely  to  the  parts  with  wnicn  it  raised  to  above  190,  and  kept  there  for 

is  in  contact,  the  cellular  tissue  between  some  days.    Thei*  is  more  in  maladies 

them   being   indurated    and    thickened,  than  meets  the  eye ;  and  we  mast  go  far- 

The  mucous  membrane  of  the  cesopfaa*  ther  than  the  morbid  appearanoes  which 

gus    entirely     destroyed;     the    passage  the  scalpel  discloses  if  we  want  to  find  oat 

itself  containing  three   princdpal   ulcera-  the  cause  of  the  symptoms  which  different 

tions  and   a  perforation.      The  first  of  diseues  present  *. 


these  ulcerations  is  situated  at  the  upper 

part ;  towards  the  middle  third  the  perfo-  — - 

ration  is  found,  togrether  with  a  mass  of  _                     ««•  ^ 

brownish  Uqoid  substance,  contained  In  a  Cliniqce  of  M.  Clement. 

the  muscular  coat  is  wholly  destroyed,  in 

others  it  is  remarkaUy  thickened :  so  Uiat  The  following  case  is  remarkable  for  the 

it  can  readily  be  conceived  how  difilcnit  it  m^idity  with  which  it  proved  fatal,  the 

must  bare  lieen  to  swallow.  patient  dying  in  a  few  hours  in  conse- 

The  changes  observed  in  the  stomach  quence  of  a  hsBmorrhage  produced  by  rup- 

are  not  less  deep  and  numerous  than  those  tare  of  the  left  fallopian  tube^*yet  most  of 

just  examined  in  the  oesophagus.     The  the  phenomena  appearing  to  result  from 

organ  itself  is  of  a  modemte  size,  but  al-  other  causes. 

tered  in  shape.    On  cutting  into  it,  in  the  Elizabeth  Ouerin,  a  sempstres*,  aged 

direction  of  the  greater  curvature,    and  -30,  of  a  strong  habit,  residing  in  Paris 

throwing  it  open,  it  looks  like  a  kidney  only  for  a  few  months,  was  taken  into  the 

divided  from  the  exterior.    The  upper  part  hospital  on  the  19th  February,  at  half- 

of  the  mucous  membrane  is  of  a  bright  past  eleven  at  night,  and  was  aead  befoie 

colour,  the  lower  of  a  bluish  tint    Along  morning.      Soon  after   her   arrival    her 

the  lesser  curvature  there  are  several  nice*  symptoms  were  noted  as  follows: — Shi- 

rations,    irregularly    rounded :    in    some  verings ;  pain  and  tension  of  the  belly ;  the 

places  the  mucous  membrane  is  completehr  least  movement,  or  pressure  of  the  abdo- 

gelatinized,  in  others  its  consistence  is  men,  causing  her  to  utter  pierdnff  cries; 

Bcaicely  altered.    In  the  lower  part  there  nausea ;  hiccup :  anxiety ;  painful,  hurried 

is  found  a  sheath,  of  a  bistre  colour,  float-  respiration ;  cold  sti'eats;  fainting;  general 

ing  within  the  stomach ;  one  of  its  sides  is  paleness ;  expression  haggard  and  fixer! ; 

a  polished  surface,  the  other  presents  true  and  the  pulse  small,  sharp,  and  auick. 

villi.    There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  Subsequently,  the  limbs  growing  cola,  and 

this  sheath  is  th^  mucous  lining  of  the  the  intellectual  faculties  failing,  life  soon 

OBSophagus,  which  was  found  absent  alto-  became  extinct, 

gether  in  the  passage.  During  this  rapid  succession  of  symp- 

At  what  period  did  this  membrane  be-  toms,  the  patient  was  unable  to  take  any 

come  disengaged }    How  is  it  that  the  di-  thing,  except  a  few  spoonfuls  of  sweetened 

gestive  powers  did  not  act  upon  it  ?     It  is  gum-water.    It  was  understood  that  she 

difficult  to  give  an  opinion ;  and  accord-  had  been  complaining  only  about  three 

Ingly  M.  Louis  has  his  doubts  respecting  hours  before  she  came  to  the  hospital ;  and 

the  nature  of  this  anormal  substance  found  .  had  previously  been  in  excellent  nealth. 

within  the  stomach.     Nothing  remarkable  Examination  21  hourt  aftvr  dsatA.—- Upon 

was  noticed  about  the  other  abdominal  opening  the  abdominal  cavi^,  more  tnan 

viscera.  three  litres  of  clear  bright  blood  escaped. 

The  patient,  during  the  whcde  time  be      ■■■   ■ 

was  in  the  hospital,  exhibited  no  ^mp-  *  OsietudesH^pltaex. 
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In  the  pelris  there  was  an  enormous  Mack 
clot,  completeW  filling  the  ca?itv,  and  ex. 
tending  into  the  iliac  fossse.  No  douht 
could  be  entertained  of  the  immediate 
cause  of  death;  hot  it  was  desirable  to 
seek  the  Tessel  which  had  been  ruptured. 
A  careful  examination  was  accordingly  in. 
stituted ;  and  the  result  was,  that  the  Icit 
uterine  tube  was  found  to  hare  been  dis- 
tended by  a  tumor,  and  to  have  given  waj 
within  about  an  inch  and  a  half  of  tlie 
uterus. 

The  tumor  was  the  size  of  a  pigeon's 
egg,  somewhat  irrq^ular  in  shape,  of  a  red- 
dish brown  colour,  and  it  had  on  its  most 
prominent  part  a  laceration  of  about  two 
lines  in  breadth.  The  opening  was  en. 
larged  by  delicate  dissection,  and  at  the 
depth  of  about  three  lines  there  was  disco- 
▼er»i  a  transparent  poudi,  containing  a 
liquid  nearly  colourless,  and  rety  dis. 
tinctly  floating  in  it  a  fcetns  of  about  the 
sixth  or  seventh  week  of  gestation.  The 
head  could  be  dearlv  distinguished,  and 
the  curved  trunk,  ana  the  tubercles  of  the 
members.  The  uterus  itself  was  nearly 
twice  its  natural  size;  its  walls  were 
thickened,  softened,  and  reddish.  Its  ca- 
vity contained  a  tolerably  dense  tissue,  re. 
sembling  in  colour  and  other  respects  por. 
tions  of  torn  placenta.  This  was  the 
tissue  that  Chanssier  so  well  described  as 
being  invariably  formed  in  fallopian  preg- 
nancies, and  which  he  considerea  as  a  true 
deddua  or  epichorion. 

The  ovaries  were  well  developed.  No. 
thing  remarkable  was  observed  about  the 
other  viscera,  either  of  the  chest  orab- 
domen.— Oaf.  det  H6pitaux, 
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Age  and  Debility .      34 

Hooping.Cough   . 

8 

Apoplexy      .       .       4 

Inflammation 

38 

Aethow         •       •       6 

Bowels  &  Stomach 

3 

Cmnccr          •       •        I 

Brain 

Childbirth     .       .       8 

Lungs  and  Pleura 

8 

Consumption       •     40 
ConmUlona         •      14 

Jaundice 

Liver,  diaeaaed    • 

8 

Croap   ...       3 
DentidoD  or  Teething  3 

Meaalea               • 

Mortiflcatioq 

Dropsy                         6 

Paralysis 

Dropsy  on  the  Brain    9 

SmalUPoz    .       • 

3 

Dropsy  on  the  Chest    1 

Sore  Throat    and 

Fever    ...       8 

Qnlnsey    • 

3 

Fever,  Scarlet     •       3 

Thrush 

Fever,  Typhos            3 

Venereal 

Goat     ...       1 

Unknown  Causes 

^ 

Hnmorrhnge               1 

> 

Heart,  diseased  .       1 

SUllborn      . 

14 

Decrease  of  Burials,  as  compared  with  >   ,^ 
the  preceding  week       •       •       .  |    ' 
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Kept  at  Edmonton,  Latitude  51<*  ST'  SS"  N. 
LongUude  0<»  3'  51"  \V.  of  Greenwich. 

Jfar.1884. 

Thursday .  30 
Friday  .  .31 
Saturday  .  32 
Sunday  .  .  28 
If  onday .  .  34 
Tuesday .  .  35 
Wednesday  26 


TBKBMOMnTSR. 

from  88  to  46 

34  47 

88  49 

S7  51 

39  49 

81  44 

34  46 


BABOMarna. 

88-89  to  .toss 
8085      80*34 


80  16 
39  90 
39-68 
29  79 
29  99 


80  04 
39-70 
29  78 
3si-85 
29-90 


Wind  variable,  N.W.  prevailing. 
Generally  cloudy ;  rain  at  times.  A  few  flakes 
of  snow  in  the  aftenioon  of  the  25th. 
Rain  fallen,  *1  of  an  inch. 


M.  DUPUYTREN'S  RETURN. 

Thb  eminent  snigeon  of  the  Hdtel  Diea 
has  retomed  to  Paris,  perfectly  recoveTed, 
it  is  said,  from  his  tour  in  Italy.  On  the 
25th  ult.  he  made  his  apnearance  in  the 
AoEid^mie  de  Medecine,  when  he  was  re- 
ceived  with  congratulations  hy  the  assem- 
biy.  On  his  retiring,  M,  Louyer-Villennay 
moved  that  two  of  the  members  should  lie 
deputed  to  transmit  the  filieHationt  of  the 
Academic  to  the  illustrious  Baron,  which 
was  accordingly  done. 


LITERARY  INTELLIGENCE. 

The  Work  about  to  appear,  by  Mr.  James 
Augustus  St.  John,  on  the  Present  Con- 
dition of  Egypt,  will  contain  an  Account 
of  the  Madhouse  of  Cairo,  the  Medical 
School,  Hospital,  and  Bissecting.Rooms. 

A  Translation  of  the  last  Edition  of 
M.  Billazd's  Ti^tise  upon  the  Diseases  of 
Children.  By  J.  R.  W.  Vase,  M.D.  with 
Notes  and  Illustrations. 


from  88  to  57 


Thursday .  27 

Friday.  .  .  28  88  49 

Saturday  .29  89  58 

Sunday  .  .  30  81  49 

Monday.  .81  80  48 

AptiU 

Tuesday   .1  88  49 

Wednesday  3  40  53 

PreTalUng  wind,  S.W. 
Except  the  29th  and   three 
dondy.  with  rain  at  times. 
Bain  fallen,  *I76of  an  inch. 


29  80  to  29-71 


29-68 
29-56 
29-74 
29-98 

29  98 
80  01 


29-58 
29*66 
39-86 
29-99 

29-91 
30  09 


following    days. 


Charles  Hbnry  Adams. 


NOTICES. 

We  perceive  that  Dr.  M.  Hall  has 
opened  a  correspondence  with  Mr.  Wakley, 
in  an  attack  upon  this  joumaL  Of  sul 
the  correspondents  we  ever  had,  we  will 
do  the  worthy  doctor  the  justice  to  say, 
that  be  has  been  the  most  troublesome. 
We  sincerely  congratulate  our  contem- 
poraiy  on  his  acquisition. 

Mr.  Weiss's  letter  cannot  be  inserted, 
except  as  an  advertisement  on  the  wrapper. 

W.  Wilson,  Printer,  57, SIclnner-Strtet,  London. 
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LECTURES 

ON  THB 

THEORY  AND  PRACTICE    OF 
MIDWIFERY; 

Delivered  at  the  London  Hoepitaly 

Bt  Francis  H.  Ramsbotham,  M.D. 

Lbctceb  XXVII. 
LABOUB, 

IKEBGULA&ITIES  OF  HEAD  PRESENTATION. 

Althovor  according  to  the  ammgrnnent 
which  we  have  chosen,  all  Farieties  of  head 
presentation  are  constdeted  natural,  still, 
as  some  are  of  Fery  inft«quent  occurrence, 
they  maF  be  regarded  as  tnregtihmtie$ ;  and 
under  that  term  I  shall  proceed  to  de- 
scribe them.  HaFing,  then,  fully  con. 
sidered  the  mechanism  of  parturition  un- 
der the  most  usual  positions  of  the  head, 
when  the  face  turns  into  the  hollow  of  the 
saenim,  prsFiously  to  its  expulsion ;  and 
baFing  learned  that  this  partial  rotation 
occurs  in  all  the  four  first  diFisions;  it 
naturally  follows  that  we  should  next  giFe 
our  attention  to  the  other  four  cases  of 
Fcrtex  presentation. 


The  above  pUtc  la  repeated  in  khli  place  because 
the  arrangement  regarding  the  poeltloae  of  the 
head  followed  in  these  lectures  differs  conside- 
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rably  fW>in  Baadelocque's,  which  has  generally 
been  adopted;  and  to  obTiate  the  InconTenlence 
of  referring  to  another  Toiume.  The  figures 
Indleate  the  direction  of  the  Aice  aa  rrgards  the 
pelFia )  the  Tertcx  liclDg  the  presenting  part. 

It  is  of  great  importance  that  we  should 
learn  to  oistinffuish  the  different  parts  of 
the  head  one  mm  another  early  in  prac- 
tice; since,  vv hen  irregularly  situa tea,  by 
a  yery  slight  degree  of  exertion,  and  the 
employment  of  very  simple  means,  we  may 
often  place  it  in  the  most  fayourable  of  all 
positions,  and  convert  what  would  have 
been  a  tedious  and  difficult  labour  into 
one  of  the  most  ordinary  character. 

VERTEX  PRESENTATION, WITH  THE  FACE 
BEHIND  EITHER  GROIN. 

It  must  be  eyident  to  you  all,  when  I 
introduce  this  fcetal  cranium  into  the  pel. 
vis  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  in  the  nfth 
and  sixth  positions,  according  to  my  ar- 
rangement— that  is,  with  the  face  situated 
behind  either  of  the  groins — that  the  head 
is  by  no  means  so  well  adapted  to  the 
cavity  as  when  the  face  is  directed  to  the 
side  of  the  pelFis,  or  looks  diagonally 
backwards;  and  this  want  of  accommo- 
dation it  is  which  generally  induces  a 
somewhat  lingering  labour  under  the  irre. 
gularity  before  us ;  and  which  often  obliges 
us  to  have  recourse  to  instrumental  aid. 

But  although  a  tedious  case  may  be  an- 
ticipated under  this  malposition; — al- 
though  the  sufferings  may  be  greater,  aiid 
the  time  of  duration  more  protracted  than 
is  usual ; — the  mere  irregularity  of  situa- 
tion is  not  of  itself  sufficient  to  warrant 
us  in  terminating  the  case  bv  arti6cial 
means.  We  are  not  to  interfere  instru- 
men tally  because  the  face  is  placed  ante- 
riorly ;  but  we  must  wait  till  some  symp. 
toips  appear  which  call  imperatively  for 
relief  and  assistance.  It  matters  not  whe- 
ther the  face  is  looking  backwards  or  for- 
wards,—to  one  side  or  the  other, — provided 
such  symptoms  arise  as  indicate  danger,  it 
is  our  duty  not  to  allow  them  to  become 
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a^^ravated,  but  to  deliver  the  pp.tient  by  tions,  in  the  saioe  time,  with  the  same  ex- 

tnose  means  which  are  least  likely  to  do  in-  pense    of  strength,  and  without  greater 

jury.    Most  writers  agree — and  this  obser-  difficulty,  than  when  the  head  takes  the 

vation  accords  entirely  with  my  experience  most  common  position."    He  states,  also, 

— that  the  fifth  and  sixth  positions  of  the  that  out  of  ninety-six  cases  in  which  the 

head,  as  just  described,  are  of  rare  occur-  face  presented   towards    the    left   groin, 

rence;   but  Professor  Naegelfe,  ofHeidel-  (which  he  observed  with  particular  care, 

berg,  in  his  essay  on  the  Mechanism  of  and  described  in  his  note-book),  in  three 

Parturition,  (a  translation  of  which  was  instances  only  the  head  cleared  the  paa- 

four  or  five  years  since  put  forth  by  Dr.  sages  with  the  face  directed  anteriorly; 

Rigbv),  states  that  this  sixth  variety  of  ver  •  and  in  all  these  three  cases  there  were  some 

tex  situation  is  by  far  the  most  frequent  of  peculiarities  in  the  structure  of  the  head, 

head  presentations,  after  that  under  which  to  which  he  seems  to  attribute  the  forward 

the  face  looks  originally  to  the  right  sacro-  inclination  of  the  face.     I  have  already 

iliac  synchondrosis.  stated,  that  this  is  contrary  to  the  com- 

When  the  head  enters  the  pelvic  brim  monly-received    opinions,   and  does   not 

with  the  face  either  to  the  right  or  left  coincide  with  my  observation,  as  far  as  I 

groin,  it  passes  down  into  the  cavity  in  the  have  been  able  to  judge.    The  remark, 

same  direction,  until  the  occiput  comes  to  however,  is  highly  worthy  of  attention,  as 

press  upon  the  lower  edge  of  the  sacro-  emanating  from  an  observant  and  practi- 

sciatic  ligaments,  and  the  forehead  on  the  cal  man. 

inner  surface  of  the  ischium.    Since,  how-        Mode  of  detection, — It  is  not  veiy  proba- 

ever,  here  also  the  long  diameter  of  the  ble  that  this  malposition  will  be  distin- 

head  is  opposed  to  one  of  the  short  diame-  guished  before  the  membranes  break  ;  be- 

ters  of  the  outlet,  it  cannot  pass  out  with-  cause,  as  the  vertex  presents,  the  posterior 

out  a  change  being  effected ;  a  turn  is  con-  fontanelle  will  first  offer  itself  to  the  finger, 

sequently  made  exactly  the  reverse  of  what  and  it  will  be  difficult  to  detect  the  course 

occurs  when  the  face  is  directed  backwards  which  the  different  sutures  take  thus  early 

— namely,  with  the  occiput  into  the  hoi-  in  the  labour.  Besides  which,  I  have  already 

low  of  the  sacrum,  and  tne  forehead  under  advised   you,   afbr  yon   have   positively 

the  areh  of  the  pubes.    To  effect  delivery,  satisfied  yourselves  that  the  head  is  the 

however,  in  this  manner,  it  is  requisite  presenting  part,  not  to  endeavour  to  gain 

that  the  proportions  of  the  pelvis  should  be  further  information  respecting  the  mode  of 

laive  in  reference  to  the  size  of  the  head ;  position  while  the  membranouscyst  remains 

and  we  cannot,  therefore,  be  surprised  at  entire ;  partly  because  of  the  difficultv  of 

the  difficulty  we  observe  in  its  transmission,  doing  so,  but  principally  because  of  the  dan- 

On  the  expulsion  of  the  head,  the  dioul.  ger  of  inadvertently  evacuating  the  liquor 

ders  are  directed  through  the  outlet  ob.  amnii  prematurely.  After  the  second  stage, 

liqnely,    and  the  body  passes  with  the  however,  has  commenced,  when  the  expul- 

abdomen  appearing  under  the  pubes,  in-  sive  pains  are  well  establish^,  we  shall 

stead  of  backwards,  as  in  the  more  ordi-  probably  find  that  the  head  does  not  de- 

nary  cases.  scend  with  the  same  ease  and  regularity 

This  is  the  course  we  may  expect  the  that  we  observed  in  the  patient's  previous 

head   to  follow;    but  from  many  cases  labenrs;   and  on  making  as  accurate  an 

which  I  have  watched  narrowly,  I  am  per-  examination  as  we  can,  to  ascertain  the 

suaded  that  not  unfrequently,  instead  of  cause  of  the  delay,  we  shall  detect  the  pos. 

this  quarter  turn  of  the  half  pelvis  being  terior  fontanelle  at  the  back  part  of  the 

taken,  so  that  the  occiput  shall  be  thrown  pelvis,  against  one  or  other  of  the  saoro- 

into  the  hollow  of  the  sacrum,  a  three  iliac  junctions,  and  we  shall  be  able  to 

quarter  turn  is  effected;  the  face  gradually  trace  the  sagittal  sutoro  running  upwards 

occupies  the  sacral  cavity,  and  makes  its  and  forwards,  to  terminate  in  the  large 

exit,  sweeping  the  perineum,  while  the  diamond-shaped  open  space-^the  anterior 

occiput  peeps  up  under  the  arch  of  the  fontanelle — sitnated  behind  the  opposite 

pubes.   Baudelocque  mentions  this  change  groin. 

as  "  sometimes,  but  unfortunately  for  the        Being  assured  that  the  head  occupies 

woman    too  seldom,  happening.^      But  this  situation,  I  would  strongly  recommend 

Naegeld  assures  us,  he  is  "  tharougkiy  eon-  you  not  to  interfere  early  m  ^e  labour, 

vineed  "   that  in  the  cases  which  I  have  out  to  wait  in  the  hope  and  expectation, 

considered  the  fifth  and  sixth  varieties,  the  either  that  it  will  be  expelled  naturally, 

occiput  Is  not  usually  turned  into  the  hoi-  in  the  manner  most  fluently  observed, 

low  of  the  sacrum,  but  escapes  under  the  —  or  that   the   face  will    be    gradually 

arch  of  the  pubes;  and  that  "this  change  turned  backwards  into  the  hollow  of  the 

in  position  requires  no  peculiarly  favoura-  sacrum,   and   eventnally  make  its   exit, 

hie  circumstances;   but  that  these  species  sweeping  the  perinenm.    Presuming,  how. 

of  labours  can  be  completed  by  the  natu-  ever,  that  after  a  number  of  tolerably 

ral  powers  under  the  most  usual  propor-  strong  expulsive  pains^  no  advance  takes 
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place  in  the  titaation  of  the  heail,  it  will  probably  not  be  determined  on  til  after  the 
then  be  proper  to  introduce  the  three  first  membranous  cyst  hat  ^iren  way.  On  the 
fingen  and  the  thumb  of  the  right  or  left  leoond  staae  of  labour,  however,  having 
handy  and  to  give  the  face  an  inclination  commenced^— following  the  general  di rec- 
to the  right  or  left  ilinm,  according  as  it«  tions  before  laid  down,—  it  is  right  that  an 
original  direction  was  to  the  right  or  left  accurate  examination  of  the  head,  and  of 
groin:  and  this  attempt  must  bs  made  in  its  bearings  in  relation  to  the  pelvis,  be 
Uie  absence  of  uterine  contraction,  and  be-  made,  and  we  shall  fiod  the  sagittal  su<. 
fore  the  head  has  become  locked  in  the  ture  running  from  before  directly  back- 
pdvic  cavity ;  for  if  it  be  delayed  until  a  wards,  and  not  laterally  or  diagonally. 
stale  of  impaction  has  occnrreo,  the  mal.  We  may  then  be  assorea  that  the  face  is 
position  cannot  be  remedied  by  the  power  looking  either  towards  the  promontory  of 
of  the  hand  alone,  and  instruments  will  the  sacrum  or  symphysis  pubis,  and  our 
most  likely  be  required,  in  order  to  finish  indication  will  be  afforded  by  the  situation 
the  delivery.  In  making  this  change  of  the  anterior  fontanelle.  in  relation  as 
in  the  position  of  the  head,  it  is  not  right  this  fontanelle  is  directed  backwards  or 
to  turn  the  face  at  once  into  the  hollow  of  forwards,  so  will  the  face  be  situated. ' 
the  sacmm,  eren  if  it  could  be  acoom-  I  hare  little  doubt  that  this  malposition 
plished;  l>ecanse  the  probability  is,  that  is  in  many  instances  rectified  by  nature 
the  child's  body,  being  held  tight  within  henelf;  that — the  force  of  the  uterine  con - 
the  contracted  uterus,  will  not  follow  the  tractions  being  resisted,  by  the  approxima- 
sweep  which  the  head  describes;  and  we  tion  of  the  pehric  bones  in  their  conjugate 
Incur  great  danger  of  injuring  the  neck.  All  diameter  not  affording  due  and  propor- 
that  we  are  required  to  do,  is  to  incline  tionate  space  for  the  descent  of  the  head 
the  Hee  to  one  of  the  ilia,  and  leave  the  thus  situated— the  mechanical  impediment 
rest  of  the  process  to  nature.  offered  induces  a  turn,  with  the  face  to  one 
Fae€  dirteted  to  the  promontory  oftaerum,  or  or  other  side,  on  the  same  principles  as  re- 
the  tytRphym  pubis. — It  is  Tcry  rarely  that  ^late  the  turn  which  is  otMcrvM  to  occur 
the  heaid  offers  itself,  at  the  very  commence-  in  all  natural  cases,  just  previously  to  the 
meat  of  labour,  above  the  brim  of  the  pel-  escape  of  the  head  externally.  I  see  no 
vis,  with  the  face  directed  either  against  more  diflicult^  in  believing  that  such  a 
the  promontory  of  the  sacrum  or  the  sym-  change  of  position  is  likely  to  occur  at  the 
physis  pubis;  so  rarely,  indeed,  that  some  upper  than  at  tiie  lower  pelvic  aperture. 

Sractitioners  of  great  respectability  have  Being  satisfied,  then,  of  the  situation  of 

enied  the  possibility  of  its  occurrence,  the  head  after  the  membranes  have  broken, 

From  my  own  observation,  however,  I  am  having  watched  the  effect  of  two  or  three 

perfectly  satisfied  that  such  a  presentation  pains, -and  observing  that  it  evinces  no  dis. 

occasionally  does  take  place.  position  to  accommodate  itself  to  the  di- 

Under  this  position  the  head  is  placed  mensions  of  the  pelvic  brim,  it  is  proper,-— 

with  its  longest  diameter  in  the  direction  lest  the  woman  become  worn  out  by  ineffi. 

of  the  shortest  diameter  of  the  pelvic  brim;  ctent  struggles,  and  lest  the  cranium  be* 

and  if  the  liead  and  the  pelvis  be  of  are-  come  wedged  in  this  unfortunate  position, 

lage  dimensions,  it  is  impossible  for  the  —to  follow  nature's  dictates,  and  incline 

iMaid  to  occupy  the  cavity,  unless  a  change  the  face  laterally.    This  alteration  in  si- 

in  situation  either  occur  spontaneously,  or  tuation  it  would  not  be  diflicult  to  effect, 

be  efleeted  artificially,  as  you  see  perfectly  by  grasping  the  head  between  the  three 

exemplified  in  the  machine  before  you.  first  fingers  and  thumb  introduced  ioto 

No  power  that  conld  be  employed  would  the   vagina,   provided   the  os  uteri  were 

force  the  cranium  through  the  superior  well  dilated,   the   vagina  and  perineum 

■trait,  while  so  placed ;  whereas  we  have  snfilciently  relaxed,  and  the  head  remained 

already  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  above  the  brim,  perfectly  moveable,  free, 

how  easily  the  same  head  enters  into  the  and  unimpacted.    On  this  sliirht  altera- 

carity,  when  the  fhce  is  turned  in  the  least  tion  being  made,  the  head  will  enter  the 

degree  to  either  side.  pelvis,  all  the  difficulty  will  be  over,  and 

The  vertex,  then,  is  observed  to  lie  quite  the  case  will  be  reduced  to  one  of  the  most 
above  the  brim  of  Uie  pelvis,  almost  out  of  ordinary  character.    If,  however,  we  can- 
the  reach  of  the  finger  as  introduced  in  a  not  accomplish  this  object,  let  us  then  be 
common  examination ;  neyertheless,  it  will  guided  by  the  general  rule,  to  which  there 
most  likely  be  detected  even  before  the  mem-  is  no  exception — that  of  waiting  ti  11  either 
branet  ruptnre,  if  two  fingers  of  the  left  the  lapse  of  time,  or  symptoms  of  danger, 
httid  be  carried  high  up  into  the  yagina.  require  instmmental  interference. 
Bnt  although,  from  the  difficulty  in  feel- 
ing the  presenting  part,  snspicioi^  ma:y  be  »*o^  presbntation. 
excited  that  the  position  is  irregular,  the  Other  parts   of  the   head  besides  the 
peculiar  nature  of  that  irregularity  will  vertex  may  present.     The  anterior  fon- 
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tanelle,  or  brow,  may  be  the  depending  fint,  that  the  anterior  fontanelle  presents ; 
part;  and  nnder  this  presentation  the  face  and,  secondly,  that  the  face  is  placed  back- 
may  offer  itself  at  the  pelvic  brim,  looking  waids  in  relation  to  the  pelvis, 
to  one  ilium  or  the  other — obliquely  back-  Inasmuch  asa  considerably  greater  space  is 
wards  to  either  sacro-iliac  synchonarosis —  required  under  the  presentation  of  the  brow 
obliquely  forwards  to  either  of  the  groins  than  when  the  vertex  depends;  inasmuch 
—directly  forwards  to  the  symphysis  as  there  exists  such  a  disposition  to  convert 
pubis— or  directly  backwards  towards  the  the  ca^e  into  a  face  presentation ;  and  in- 
promontory  of  the  sacrum;  in  the  same  asmuch  as  the  labour  is  usually  pro- 
manner,  indeed,  as  though  the  vertex  pre-  tracted,  and  attended  with  a  proportion - 
sen  ted.  ably  increased  degree  of  pain;  it  would 

Under  either  of  these  malpositions  the  naturally  follow  that  we  should  endeavour 
head  is  still  less  adapted  to  the  passage  to  place  the  head  in  a  more  favourable 
than  when  the  vertex  presents  with  the  position,  by  throwing  the  chin  mors  upon 
face  forwards,  since  much  greater  space  is  the  chest,  and  causing  the  vertex  to  de- 
required  for  its  transmission.  Yon  may  soend ;  provided  this  could  be  accomplished 
obseTre,  by  the  oval  apertures  in  this  without  incurring  danger,  without  any 
piece  of  thick  leather,  cut  for  the  pnrpoae  aggravation  of  suffering,  and  without  the 
of  illustrating  this  position,  that  the  same  formidable  appearance  of  preparing  for 
cranium,  when  the  brow  or  face  is  directed  an  operation.  This  object  can  ftiequently 
first,  requires  a  space  of  nearly  an  inch  be  gained,  if  the  position  be  detected  soon 
more  in  the  longest  diameter,  than  when  after  the  rupture  of  the  membranes,  and 
the  vertex  is  prutruded.  before  the  head  has  perfectly  engaged  in 

Brow  preKntaiian ;  tht  foe*  looking  diagO'  the  pelvic  cavity,  by  a  very  simple  and 

naiiy  ba^wnrdi.—li  is  not  often  that  Uie  easy  me^od :  it  only  reouires  that  steady 

anterior  fontanelle  is  found  to  be  the  pre-  pressure  should  be  maoe  upon  the  brow 

senting  part,  while  the  face  looks  either  during  the  uigency  of  pain,  so  that  the 

directly  to  one  ilium  or  the  other,  or  dia-  forehead  may  1^  arrested  at  that  spot,  and 

gonally  backwards,    to  either  sacro-iliac  the  powen  of  the  uterus  expended  upon 

symphysis;  because,  under  these  situations  the  back  part  of  the  head.    It  is  then 

particularly— as  well  indeed  as  under  every  usually  observed  that  the  head  is  bent  for- 

other  variety  of  instance  in  which  the  brow  wards  on  the  neck,  as  on  a  hinge ;  the 

offers  itself, — there  is  a  natural  inclina-  vertex  comes  down,    the   brow   remains 

tton  to  convert  the  case  into  a  perfect  fbce  stationary;  and   thus  the  case    may  be 

presentation ;    and  this  is  owing  to  the  made  one  of  the  most  simple,  natural,  and 

fibres  of  the  fundus  nteri  being  strongly  easy.     We  can  only  succeed,  however,  in 

exerted  upon  the  fcetal  body ;  under  which  this  endeavour  during  the  paroxysm  of 

action  the  shoulden  are  pressed  down-  pain :  we  are  not  to  expect  that  we  shall 

wards,   the  chin    is  gradaally  separated  be  able  to  push  the  anterior  fontanelle  up 

more  and  more  from  the  chcnt,  and  the  above  the  brim ;  our  onl^  intention  should 

head  is  expelled  in  the  manner  presently  be    to   prevent   it  passing   down  in  the 

to  be  mentioned.  same  proportion  as   the    other  parts   of 

It  is  very  probable  that  the  presentation  the  head  descend.     There  can  be  little 

of  the  anterior  fontanelle  may  be  detected  auestion  that  it  is  desirable  an  attempt 

before  the  membranes  rupture,  because  of  snouldbemadetoprodncethisslight, though 

the  large  space  it  offers  to  the  finger :  veiy  important  change ;  for  if  we  allow  the 

but  even  should  this  information  be  ob-  labour  to  proceed  naturally,  it  is  more 

tained  thus  early,  little  can  be  done  towards  than  probable,  that,  instead  of  the  vertex 

rectifying  theposition  before  the  membranes  descending,  the  face  will  come  down;  and  we 

break ;  because,  under  any  attempts  we  shall  then  have  a  case  requiring  even  more 

might  use,  we  should  almost  unavoidably  room  than  the  brow :  so  that  it  is  to  pre* 

destroy  the  integrity  of  the  membranous  vent  the  impaction  of  the  head  in  that 

cyst,  which  it  is  of  such  essential  import-  situation,  and  to  prevent  the.  brow  being 

ance  to  preserve  whole.    It  is  necessary  changed  to  a  face  presentation,  that  I 

that  the  case  should  be  watched  carefully  strongly  recommend  you  to  nse  this  counter 

and  narrowly  ;«and  that,  on  the  rupture  of  pressure,— with  caution,  tenderness,  and 

the  bag,  an  accurate  examination  should  judgment,— *in  all  cases  where  the  anterior 

be  instituted,    with    the    view  of  deter-  fontanelle  originally  offered  itself,  the  fkce 

mining  whether  the  face  lie  forward,  back-  being  directed  laterally  or  backwards, 

ward,  or  kterallv.    In  the  case  now  under  Brow  prMmfatum,  ioHh  th9  fuco  forwards, 

consideration,  the  sagittal  sntnre,  which  — The  anterior   fontanelle    may  present 

becomes  our  guide,  is  traced  from  the  an-  with  the  face  looking  forwards  to  one  or 

terior  fontanelle  running  obliquely    for-  other  groin;    and  this  position  is  even 

waids  and  upwards  to  one  groin  or  the  more  unfavourable  than  either  of  those 

other.     There  can  then  exbt  no  doubt,  previously  described;  because  not  only  is 
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that  Pit  of  the  hod  prcaentiug,  whidi  in  offen   Itielf  eren   at  the  rery  onset  of 

itielr   reqoiiei   a  couBidendily  increaied  labour.  Varioas  are  the  positiom  in  whidi 

•pace,  but  it  if  placed  in  a  most  awkward  a  fotns,  when  the  face  pmenti,  maj  be 

aitnation  as  regardi  the  peine.    There  ii  plaeed;  but  thii  is  the  most  nsnal.    The 

the  double  disMTantage  of  a  brow  piesen.  crown  of  the  head  is  directed  to  one  ilium; 

tatton,    and  the  fuse  being  directed  for.  the  chest  towards  the  other,  and  a  shoulder 

ward.    There  can  be  but  little  difficulty  towards  the  sacrum    and  pubes  respec- 

in  detecting  this  position,  at  any  rat^  tifcly.    As  the  case  progresses,  the  nee 

after,  or  even  previously  to,  the  rupture  of  descends  down  into  the  pelvis,  until  thesum- 

the  membnmes:  the  anterior  fontanelle  is  mit  of  the  head  impinges  on  one  ischium, 

easily  discriminated,  and  the  ngittal  suture  The  direction  of  the  bead  is  then  total! v 

can  be  traced  running   obliquely    back-  altered ;  the  face  appears  under  the  arch 

wards  and  upwards,  until  it  terminates  of  the  pubes,  and  the  occiput  sweeps  the 

at    the  superior  angle   of  the   occipital  perineum.    This  change  is,  I  believe,  al. 

hone,  in  the  direction  of  one  of  the  sacro-  ways  observed  to  take  place  i  at  least  I 

iliac  symphyses.  never  knew  an  instance  of  face  presenta- 

The  same  remarks  just  made  respecting  tion,  under  which  the  head  was  expelled 

the  |»ropriety  and  necessity  of  giving  a  with  the  face  sweeping  the  cavity  of  the 

new  inclination  to  the  different  parts  of  sacrum.  This  case  requires  even  more  room 

the  head,    apply  with  e(^ual  truth,  and  than    a  brow    presentation ;    and  in    a 

even  more  force,  to  the  vanety  we  are  now  first  child  it  is  generally  attended  with 

contemplating.    There  is  the  same  chance  great  difficulty  and  distress :   but  if  the 

of  the  case  being  converted  into  a  face  parts  be  well  relaxed — if  the  pelvis   be 

presentation, —  the  same  likelihood  of  a  good,  and  the  pains  strong — as  a  general 

protracted  termination ;    and*  we  possess  principle,  face  presentations  will  be  ter- 

almost  an  equally  easy  and  effectual  me-  minatcd  with  little  or  no  assistance, 

thod  of  rectifying  the  unfortunate  posi-  Mod§  of  detection, — This  case  it  is  not  dif- 

tion.    Counter  pressure,  during  the  time  ficult  to  detect,  even  before  the  membranes 

of  pain,  will  here  also  avail  us  much ;  not,  break ;  or  at  least  it  is  easy  to  determine 

however,  directed  on   the  centre  of   the  that  no  part  of  the  cranium,  properly  so 

brow,  but  on  one  side,  just  above  the  called,  presents ;  for  the  face  is  readily  dis- 

temple.    We  may  often  succeed  in  pre-  tinguisned  from  the  harder  parts  of  the 

▼enting    the    chin   passing   downwards,  head.    On  making  an  examination,  an  ir- 

in  maldiw  the  vertex  the  most  depending  regular  soft  body  meets  the  finger,  offering 

MTt,  and  in  throwing  the  face  a  little  itself  at  the  brim  of  the  pelvis;  which, 

backwards.    If  we  can  cause  the  head  to  unless  we  are  careful  in  our  diagnosis,  we 

move  in  the  slightest  degree,  so  as  to  direct  may  possibly  mistake  for  other  parts  of 

the  forehead   opposite    the    iliac    fossa,  the' child.    The  face  has  not  nnfreouentlv 

we  shall    find    that   nature    will    even-  been  confounded  with  the  breech^oi  which 

tnally  turn  it  with  the  Ihce  into  the  hollow  I  have  known  more  than  one  instance ; 

of  the  sacrum.    Should  these  attempts,  the    cheeks    have    been    taken    for   the 

however,  not  prove  successful,  the  head  nates,  and  the'mouth  for  the  anus.    The 

mar  be  embraced  between  three  fingers  prominence  and  regularity  of  the  features 

and  a  thumb,  and  a  rotatory  inclination  will,    of    course,   oe  our   discriminating 

given  to  it :  the  proper  change  can  thus  marks.    Thus  we  have  the  nose  about  the 

usually  be  effected,  unless  indeed  some  time  centre;  the  two  eyes,  which  are  not  diffi- 

has  elapsed  since  Uie  membranes  broke.  cult  to  detect,  above;  the  chin  below,  and 

Brvto  prewntacion,   th9  fatf  htmg  directed  the  mouth  differing  from  the  anus  in  shape, 

tnwaird*  iKb  promontary  of  the  taerum  or  tjfm'  size,  and  In  possessing  lips;^ — the  |pims 

phyoM  puMf.— This  position  of  the  head  is  and  the  tongue  can  often  be  felt,  and  then 

even  more  unusual  than  the  same  direction  doubt  can  exist  no  longer.    Besides  these 

of  the  face,  the  vertex  presenting;  there  sufficiently  striking  features,  the  breech 

will  be  eoual  or  even  more  difficulty  in  its  possesses  certain  mstinctive  marks  of  its 

passage  through  the  brim ;  the  same  means  own,  to  be  hereafter  particularly  noted.    If 

must  be  taken  to  detect  its  situation,  and  we  are  satisfied  indeed  with  simplv  placing 

the  same  attempts  used  to  place  it  in  a  our  finger  against  the  puffy  cheek,  we  are 

more  favourable  one.  very  likely  to  fall  into  error;  but  we  are 

not  to  form  an  opinion  by  one  part  alone — 

FACE  PRESENTATION.  wc  must  take  all  points  and  circumstances 

I  am  inclined  to    think    that    most  together. 

ot  the  face  presentations  which  we  meet  under  a  face  presentation,  then,  must 

with  in  practice    were  originally    brow  any  means  be  adopted  to  place  the  child 

presentations,  and    have   been    changed  in  a  more  favourable  position  ?— So  diffi- 

by  the  action  of  the  uterus  in  the  way  cult,  and  almost  impossible,  was  the  tnns- 

I  have  already  specified :  however,  there  mission  of  the  head  under  this  presenta- 

is  no  question  that   the  face  sometimes  tion  (as  well  as  some  other  of  these  irregu- 
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larities)  at  one  time  thought,  that  it  was  otheri  or  to  the  pubea  or  the  sacrum,  as  I 

reoommendvd    that  the  hand  should  be  now  shew  you. 

introduced  into  the  uterus — that  the  feet  As  illustrati? e  of  the  mechanism  of 
should  be  laid  hold  of— that  the  position  ear  presentations,  we  will  take  a  case  in 
of  the  child  should  be  completely  changed  which  the  face  is  looking  backwards;  in 
by  the  operation  of  turning — and  that  it  which  the  summit  of  the  head  is  directed 
should  be  made  a  footling  case.  This  ope-  to  the  right  ilium,  and  the  left  shoulder 
ration,  performed  under  &e  most  favoura*  impinges  on  the  left  ilium ;  and  in  which 
ble  circumstances,  is  always  attended  with  the  ear  meets  the  finger,  immediately  on 
great  pain,and  frequently  with  great  danger  being  passed  up  to  the  pelvic  brim.  In 
—danger  both  to  tne  mother  and  the  child;  this  case  the  head  is  usually  propelled  into 
-* to  the  mother,  from  the  chancuuf  injury  the  nelvis  in  proportion  as  the  trunk  of 
which  her  structures  (particularly  the  ute-  the  child  advances,  until  it  comes  to  press 
rus)  are  exposed  to — to  the  child,  in  conse-  low  down  upon  the  outlet ;  but  in  conse- 
quence of  the  pressure  which  the  funis  um-.  Quence  of  the  head,  in  this  position,  being 
bilicalis  must  more  or  less  experience,  aonbled  sideways  on  the  shoulder,  the 
when  the  head  is  passing  through  the  pel.  space  required  for  its  exit  thus  is  more 
▼ic  cavity.  All  these  circumstances,  then,  tnan  the  pelvic  aperture  affords,  and  before 
being  taken  into  consideration,  the  prac-  it  can  escape  it  must  take  a  flresh  direc- 
tice  of  changing  the  position  uf  the  child  tion  :  a  change  in  situation,  therefore,  is 
under  a  face  presentation,  by  turning ,  is  effected;^not,indeed,a  semi  rotatory  turn, 
now  exploded ;  and  we  rather  leave  the  such  as  the  head  describes  under  the  pre. 
case  entirely  to  nature,  than  subject  the  sentation  of  the  yertex,  but  the  summit  of 
woman  and  the  child  to  such  dangers.  the  head  passes  downwards,  moving  on 

But  suppose,  on  watching  the  case,  we  the  joints  of  the  neck  as  on  a  hinge;  and 

find  no  aavantage  gained ;  no  change  in  (as  exemplified  on  the  machine)  the  case 

the  situation  of  the  head  —  no  advance  is,  by  degrees,  converted  into  one  of  the 

Arom  hour  to  hour — what  then  is  to  be  most  favourable  kind  for  the  exit  of  the 

done?    We  must  here  also  act  upon  the  child ;  the  face  being  thrown  into  the  hoi- 

same  unerring  principles  before  laid  down:  low  of  the  sacrum,  and  the  occiput  turn, 

wait  till  symptoms    require    our    inter-  ing  up  under  the  arch  of  the  pubes. 
ference,    and  then  use  that   instrument        Mode  of  deUction. — There  can  be  little 

which  seems  most  applicable  to  the  emer-  difl|cnltv  in  detecting  an  ear,  or  in  deter- 

gency.    For  it  is  impossible,  by  any  conn-  mining  how  the  heaa  lies,  when  we  feel  it. 

ter-pressure,  to  make  a  beneficial  change  There  is  no  part  of  the  fostal  body  we  are 

in  the  situation  of  the  head  under  a  face  likely  to  confound  with  the  ear.    We  can 

presentation :  we  cannot  cause  the  head  to  feel  ttte  different  parts  of  the  ear  itself,  and 

turn  upon  the  neck,  so  as  to  approximate  the  bony  head  surrounding  it.  We  can  feel 

the  chin  to  the  chest,  by  pressure  applied  the  flap  and  the  sessile  part;  we  know 

by  the  finger ;  nor  can  we,  indeed,  succeed  that  behind  the  flap  is  situated  the  ocd. 

in  producing  the  same  alteration  by  the  in-  put,  and  before  the  sessile  part,  the  face ; 

troduction  of  the  hand  over  the  vertex,  and  these  points  will  immediately  lead  us 

the  adaptation  of  the  points  of  the  fingers  to  distinguish  the  true  position  of  the 

to  the  occiput,  and  the  application  of  gen-  head. 

tie  traction;  as  some  haye  recommended.        Having,  then,  detected  the  ear,  and  as- 

The  vectis,  then  — jirovided  any  instru.  certained  the  situation  of  the  head,  must 

ment  be  required — will  be  found  the  most  we  proceed  to  deliver  by  turning,  as  some 

appropriate.     Face  and  ear  presentations,  have  recommended;  must  we  endeavour  to 

inaeea,  appear  to  me  the  only  cases  in  bring  down  the  vertex;  or  leaye  the  case  to 

which  the  vectis  possesses  any  superiority  nature  ?    I  can  only  repeat  the  observa* 

over  the  forceps.  tions  I  haye  just  offeiined  for  your  guidance 

The  features  of  a  child  bom  under  a  under  face  presentations.    Turning  is  not 

face    presentation     are    generally   much  to  be  thougnt  of.    I  do  not  think  any  good 

swollen,  turgid,  and  liyid.     We  must  be  can  be  effected  by  counter-pressure;  I  can- 

prepared,  therefore,  to  expect  some  dis.  not  see  what  advantage  can  be  gained  by 

figoreraent;  which,  however,  will  gene-  the  introduction  of  the  hand,  and  it  is  cer- 

rally  disappear  in  a  day  or  two.  tainly  not  necessary  to  interfere  instrumen. 

tally,   merely  because  the  ear  presents. 

EAR  PRESENTATION.  The  commou  principle  must  here  direct 

Ear  i^sentations  are  by  far  the  most  us ;  we  must  wait  patiently,  in  the  hope 

rare  of  any  of  these  irregular  positions  of  that  nature  will  effect  her   object,  and 

the  head.    I  only  recollect  to  have  seen  should  the  labour  not  be  advancing  satis, 

one  case  in  which  the  side  of  the  head  fiustorily,  we  ma^,  after  the  lapse  of  some 

presented,  so  that  the  ear  offered  itself  in  hours,  perhaps,  introduce  the  vectis,  and 

the  centre,  directly  over  the  brim  of  the  endeavour  to  bring  down  the  vertex,  in  the 

pelvis.     Eitlier  side  of  the  head  may  pre-  way  I  shall  hereafter  shew  when  I  come 

■ent ;  the  face  may  look  to  one  side  or  the  to  speak  of  the  value  of  that  instrument. 
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ON  THE  LAWS  AND  TREATMENT  order,  on  •ome  or  all  of  the  fullowingf 

OF  SYPHILIS.  parU— namely,  the  skiD,  the  throat,  the 

and  also  on  the  clavicle.     It  attacks 

Every  morbid  poison  uniformly  produ-  Ij^*?**^.  *1  cartilagres  of  the  sternum, 

ces  a  disease,  generically  the  same ;  but  *"*  ™*^"'  ^^^  ligaments,  and  synovial 

those  that  act  on  two  or  more  tissues  arc  M«»brane8  of  the  jomts. 

liable,  in  different  seasons  and  in  dif-  ,     ^^^  ^^    multitudinous  affections, 

fcrent  localities,  to  undergo  cerUin  mo-  '"O'^cv^^ .<";»  «*ot  necessarily  occur  in  the 

difications,  which  occasion  slight  or  even  *""*  mtfividoal ;  for  there  are  many  in- 

important  variations  in    their  specific  »»»««»  »  ^bich  the  poison,  having  in- 

Shenomena.    The  constitution  also  of  J"<^  oo«?'' more  of  them,  becomes  ex- 

le  patient— its  strength,  or  other  pecu-  hausted  before  it  has  produced  the  whole 

liarity,  gready  influence  their  actions.  ««««».  J*«Uher  do  these  affections,  even 

The  poLm  of  syphilis  belongs  to  this  ^'»«  »«r  do  occur  seriatim,  always  oc- 

class,  and   ite  specific  phenomena  are  ^?V  *°  '?^  order  that  has  been  mentioned, 

liable,  consequently,  to  many  variations.  ~*f  <>«?"   «at  is  the  most  common  one ; 

It  is  intended,  in  the  present  paper,  to  "*"'  *^"   "".W  occasions,  according  to 

notice  only  some  of  its  most  usual  laws,  ^^'^  poMible  inversion  of  this  order : 


and  only  some  of  their  most  prominent  ^      ^®  ?V^^  *^  *?®  affections  of  the 

apecific  deviations.  ^^^  taking  precedence  of  those  of  the 

The  venereal  virus  is  usuaDy  intro-  P."'*^;  Aose  of  the  throat,  that  of  the 

duced  into  the  system  either  by  a  mu-  "^V  "**  **' ^®  ins,  those  of  the  skin, 

coua  membrane  or  by  an  abraded  sur-  ""*  ■?  °"v  .,?"^]"  ">"  respect  the  poi- 

face  of  the  dermoid  tissue  j  and  having  ^^  of  syphilis    does  not  vary  from  its 

been  absorbed,  U  lies  latent  a  period  of  fir^n*™  '^^  more  than  many  other  poi- 

lime  varying  from  a  few  hours  to  three  ?**°*  "^"  r^'l'    .  "^ '"  scuiiei  fever,  for 

or  four  weeks,  or  more.    This  period  of  >n«t*nce,  the  affection  of  the  throat  not 

incubation  being  passed,  it  generaUy,  »n"«qiiently  precedes  that  of  the  skin, 

but  not  constontlv,  limits  its  effects  to  contrary  to  tbe  usual   and   customary 

producing  a  specific  inflammation  of  the  S™^*!:  ^"I  ^^^  "^^  ?'»»  of  scariet  feyer, 

part  by  which  it  was  introduced.     This  *°^  auction  of  the  throat  is  altogether 

inflammation  terminates  in   ulceration,  ?r"}i??fir.  the  poison  having  exhausted 

and  the  pus  secreted  by  the  sore  is  capa-  ^^^VP  *1  primary  action  on  the  skin ; 

ble  of  communicating  the  disease  to  mo-  aff?"*™?  thus  an  instance  of  that  par- 

ther  pereon.    These  primary  sores  being  **^*  *<^^*^»  ,w'V?'l  "  common  to  many 

healed,  the  disease  is,  in  many  persons,  P>»on»»  »«?  which  has  been  affirmed  to 

cured,  and  the  poison  eradicated.    But  »>«»  l*w  of  syphilis. 
in  a  considerable  number  of  cases  the        ^*  "  *  **^  ^^^  ®'  poisons  that  act  on 

poison  has  not  exhausted  itself;  it  is  only  more  membranes  than  one,  that  their 

disarmed  ofpartofits  virulence,  and  re-  sp^J^Jc  actions  on    those    membranes 

mains  ciroulating  in  the  system,  modi-  ™*^  ''S®*^"^.''  simultaneous  or  consecu- 

ficd,  indeed,  but  still  possessing  a  power  ^^^'  -*^"*»  *"  '^^^^  the  typhoid  poison 

ofproducmg,  at  varying,  and  sometimes  ?ct8  on  the  mucous  membranes  of  the 

vciy  distant,  periods  of  time,  many  se-  jntesUiial    canal,  on  the  serous  mem- 

condary  actions  or  affections ;  but  whose  **"*"?*  ^^  ***?  ?"?"»  an^  ^^  on  the 

products,  unlike  those  of  the  primary  niembranes  of  the  lungrg.    Now  it  may 

affection,  are  no  longer  contagious.    At  P'^"c«  aU  those  affections  contempo- 

the  end,  then,  of  a  few  days,  or  a  few  ^^.^^^^^7*  or  it  may  induce  them  seve- 

weeks,  or  a  few  years,  after  the  primary  ™  lL"°    consecutively,  or,  as  has  been 

affections  have  terminated,  (for  there  are  ?r'.®^»  W  Produce  them  partially.   So 

cases  now  in  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  in  ^'  ."  ^*^'"  srphilis :   for  although  that 

which'  four  years  have  elapsed  between  P*'!*?"  ™^^  ^^^^^  P^ch  tissue  seriatim, 

the  heaUng  of  the  primary  and  the  oc-  T       ^^^^J^^^only  induces  a  simul- 

currencc  of  the  secondary  affections,)  J?n^«"«  affection  of  more  than  one— 

the  poison  falls,  but  in  no  very  cerUin  *"''  example,  it  may    attack  simulta. 

^ 1 neously   two  tissues,  as  those   of   the 

•  Read  before  the  CoUegc  of  PhytlcUns,  March  •*''*"*^   ^"^    ^^^^    (a  combination    very 

SI,  l»34.  cmuiuonly  scon  together),  or  three  tis- 
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suet,  as  those  of  the  throat,  skin,  and  mination  little  in  unison  with  our  habits 
osseous  system ;  or  even  four  tissues,  as  of  active  life,  and  some  remedial  mode 
the  skin,  the  bones  of  the  head,   the  of  treatment  is  not  merely  desirable  but 
throat,  and  the  ligamentous  tissues;  and  necessary.     In  the  cure,  then,  of  srphi- 
these  may  be  all  affected  together,  as  in  lis,  mercury  in  greater  or  less  doses, 
a  case  now  in   St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  and  introduced  into  the  system  either 
Four  tissues,  however,  are  the  greatest  locally^  or  by  the  mouth,  or  by  inunc- 
number  that  I  recollect  to  have  seen  dis*  tion,  is  unquestionably,  according  to  our 
eased  at  the  same  time.    But  in  what-  present  experience,  the  great,  and  in- 
ever  order  these  actions  are  set  up,  whe-  deed  only  specific  remedy  by  which  we 
tber  simultaneously   or    consecutively,  are  enabled   to  control  and  subdue  the 
or  partially,  long  periods  of  time  (many  primary  action  of  this  baneful  poison, 
months,  perhaps  many  years)  may  elapse  The  problem  of  the  cure  or  the  se- 
between  each  specific  attack ;  so  that  a  condary  symptoms  is  not  of  such  easy 
considerable  portion  of  life  may  pass  solution.  It  has  been  affirmed  that  these 
away  before  the  effects  of  this  poison  symptoms   are     aggravated    wherever 
are  thoroughly  exhausted.    The  longest  mercury  has  been  used  for  the  cure  of 
period  of  time  that  has  elapsed,  under  the  primary  sores :  of  this,  however,  I 
my  own  observation,  between  the  sue-  entertain  the  strongest  doubts ;  for  it  is 
cessive  attacks  of  the  poison,  occurred  agreed  that  secondary  symptoms  much 
in  the  case  of  a  gentleman,  who,  shortly  more  frequently  occur  when  the  primary 
after  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  laboured  symptoms  have  been  allowed  to  termi- 
under  primary  sores,  which  yielded  in  nate  spontaneously  than  when  mercury 
a   few  days  to  the  mildest  treatment  has  been  used,  and  yet  it  seldom  bap- 
Two   years  ago,  however,  he  was  at-  pens,  when  there  is  so  strong  a  tendency 
tackea   with   psoriasis  of  the  leg,  and  to  disease,  that  such  disease,  when  ex- 
considerable  enlai^ement  of  the  lower  cited,  is  mild.    It  is  a  fact  also,  that 
third  of  the  tibis.    These  affections  had  before  mercury  was  used  for  the  cure  of 
every  character  of  venereal  affections,  syphilis,   it  took  its    name    from  the 
and  after  resisting  for  a  Ion?  time  mer-  more  hideous  of  the  forms  of  its  secondary 
cury  and  sarsaparilla,  at  length  only  symptoms.    In  Lisbon  also,  where  mer- 
yielded  to  the  treatment  which  will  be  cury  is  little  used  for  the  primary  sores, 
hereafter  described.     In   this  case,  fif.  every  military  surgeon  admits  that  more 
teen  years  must  have  elapsed  between  mutdated  faces  are  to  be  seen  than  in  any 
the  primary  absorption  of  the  poison  other  town  of  the  same  size  in  Europe, 
and  the  occurrence  of  the  secondary  But  whatever  may  be  the  fact,  it  is  cer- 
symptoms;  and  it  is  quite  certain  that  tain  that  the  cases  of  secondary  symp* 
no  other  primary  affection  occurred  in  toms    which    present    themselves      at 
this  case  ouring  this  long  interval.  Such  the    London    hospitals    are    of  great 
are  the  more  general  laws  of  syphilis.  severity,     and    snew    little    tenoency 
In  the  treatment  of  syphilis  an  opinion  to  a  spontaneous  core.     On  the  con- 
has  prevailed,  for  more  than  three  cen-  trary,  the    long   and    extreme    suffer- 
tunes,  that  this  disease  never  terminated  ings  of  the   patients,  and  their  worn 
except  by  the  death  or  mutilation  of  the  and  emactatea  frames,  demand  prompt 
patient.    But  it  has  been  proved  within  and  immediate  relief.  In  the  cure,  then, 
the  last  twenty^  years,  and  by  the  most  of  the  secondary  symptoms,  mercury 
irrefragable  evioence,  that  the  disease,  and  sarsaparilla  are  the  only  remedies 
whatever  be  its  form  or  complexity,  will  that  at  present  maintain  any  character, 
terminate  spontaneously.  It  is  admitted,  The  medicinal  properties  of  the  latter 
however,  that  when  the  disease  is  al-  substance,  however,  are  so  little  deter- 
lowed  to  run  its  course  uninfluenced  by  mined — the  cases  in  which  it  is  useful  so 
medicine,  that    it  is  much,  prolonged,  little  agreed  on— that  Mr.  Hunter,  and 
and  that  the  secondary  symptoms  are  of  also  many  most  eminent  physicians  and 
much  more  frequent  occurrence.    It  is  surffeons,have  abandoned  it  as  altogether 
necessary  also,  to  ensure  a  favourable  inefficient ;  and  it  is  hardly  an  exagge- 
result,  that  the  patient  should  submit  to  ration  to  state  that  the  majority  of  Uie 
a  painfully  long  confinement  to  his  bed,  profession,  in  the  present  day,  rely  on 
and   not  only   that  he  should  abstain  mercury  as  the  only  remedial  agent  in 
from  every  indulgence,  but  must  sub-  all  forms  of  the  disease, 
mi t  to  an  exceedingly  low  or  spoon  diet  If   we   look,   however,  to   the   laws 
A  spontaneous  cure,  therefore,  is  a  tcr-  which  govern  other  poisons,  we  find  that 
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their  diflerent  spedfic  actions  are  only  teum  or  among  the  ligaments  or  fascia. 
subdued  by  many  and  even  opposite  It  is  of  the  consistency  of  thickened 
remedies ;  and  consequently  we  might  gum -water,  though  in  a  few  cases  it  is, 
expect  that  although  mercury  miffbt  be  in  parts,  much  harder;  and  hence  it  has 
eminently  useful  in  some  stages  ofsyplii-  acuuired  the  appellation  of  the  jrummy 
lis,  still,  that  in  combating  so  multi-  nooe.  This  node  has  a  consraerable 
form  a  disease,  many  different  modes  of  tendency  to  ulcerate ;  and  when  the 
treatment  would  be  necessary.  In  tumor  is  opened,  extensive  ulceration 
paludal  disease,  for  example,  as  long  as  i^neraUv  succeeds,  followed  by  exfolia- 
the  action  of  the  poison  is  limited  to  in-  tion  of  Uie  bone,  and  consequently  long 
dttcing  intermittent  fever,  unaccompa-  and  severe  disease, 
nied  by  any  local  disease,  quinine  is  a  When  the  poison  attacks  the  bone  it- 
certain  ana  specific  remedy.  But  no  self,  the  soliu  portion  of  the  osseous 
sooner  are  the  secondary  affections  of  cvlinder  inflames,  and  becomes  greatly 
that  poison  established,  as  inflammation  tnickened,  and  also  exceedingly  more 
of  the  liver  or  spleen,  than  calomel  is  dense.  Interiorly,  the  cancellous  struc- 
the  specific  medicine ;  quinine  being  ei-  ture  is  encroached  upon  and  partially 
therunavailinfif  or  injurious.  Anec^ually  obliterated;  the  mediulary  matter  also 
remarkable  change  of  treatment  is  re-  is  of  greater  consistency  than  in  health ; 

5|uired  should  the  poison  of  scarlet  fever  while  exteriorly  it  presents  a  hard,  solid, 

all  upon  the  larynx  or  peritoneum,  or  prominent  tumor.    The  periosteum  also, 

on  the  synovial  membrane  of  the  joints,  as  in  the  former  cases,  is  thickened.     If 

It  will  be  plain,  therefore,  that  mercury,  the  disease   preceeds,  an   ulcer   forms 

the  great  specific  in  the  primary  aflcNC-  in  the  very  heart  of  the  inflamed  portion 

tionsof  sypnilis,  is  of  doubtful  efficacy  of  the  bone,  and  exfoliation  ultimately 

in   its  secondary  affections ;  and  every  takes  place.     The  second  form  of  the 

practical  physician  knows   how   often  osteal  node  is  when  the  periosteum  be- 

tbis  powenuf  remedy  totally  fails  in  re-  comes  greatly  thickened  and  the  bone 

lieving  many  of  the  most  distressing  inflames,  ana  the  disease  terminates  in 

forms  of  the  disease.    As  the  treatment,  caries. 

therefore,  of  the  secondary  symptoms  of  The  hard  periosteal  node  is  the  most 
^rphilis  has  not  as  yet  received  any  suf-  frequent  form  of  the  disease,  and  many 
ncient  investigation — as  its  laws  have  cases  will  yield  to  mercury ;  still  there 
not,  asyetjbeensufficiently determined-^  is  a  large  number  in  which  mercury 
the  foUowing  results  of  an  extensive  produces  no  such  successful  results,  and 
hospital  practice  in  the  treatment  of  sy-  the  patient  is  doomed  to  many  years  of 
philitic  affections  of  the  bones,  of  nipia,  excessive  sufferinfif,  or  is  only  relieved 
and  of  foul  and  deep  ulcers  of  the  throat,  during  the  period  that  his  mouth  is  sore  *. 
are  submitted  as  affording  some  data  to-  New  experiments  were  therefore  neces- 
wards  the  solution  of  this  most  per-  sary,  to  determine  a  more  efficient  treat- 
plexed  and  difficult  problem  of  medical  ment  of  this  form  of  disease, 
science.  Isaac  Chilton  was  admitted  into  St. 
The  venereal  affections  of  the  osseous  Thomas's  Hospital,  17th  January,  1831, 
system  consist  either  in  the  formation  of  with  large  periosteal  nodes  on  each  ti- 
periosteal  nodes  or  in  inflammation  of  bia ;  his  sufferings  were  most  severe, 
the  substance  of  the  bones  themselves ;  and  his  health  was  much  impaired.  The 
and  each  of  these  affections  has  two  first  medicines  that  were  prescribed  him 
varieties.  were  mercurial,  and  he  was  salivated  ; 
The  periosteal  node  is  formed  by  the  but  his  pains  returned  as  soon  as  his 
deposition  of  a  series  of  layers  of  im-  mouth  healed.  A  decoction  of  smilax 
perfectly-formed  bony  matter,  deposited  aspera  was  next  tried,  but  without  suc> 
on  the  external  surface  of  the  healthy  cess.  On  the  7th  April,  therefore,  the 
bone,  and  which  may  be  removed  by  decoction  of  sarsapariila  was  substituted, 
maceration.  The  periosteum  also  is  and  which  was  taken  till  the  2d  of  June, 
thickened  in  thesecases,  and  occasionally  a  period  of  nearly  eight  weeks ;  but  still 
ulcerated.  This  description  of  node,  like  there  was  no  aUeviatiun  of  his  suffer- 
all  newly -formed  parts,  has  a  tendency     _ 

to  run  into  disease,  and  readily   SUppu-  •  two  cties  have  bten  recently  cured  In  St. 

rates.     The  second  description  of  periOS-  Thomu's,  both  femaleB,  Jn  which  the   one  had 

*«-!  M»^«  :<>  «...o^il  U,,  «U«  oA^..^»;</«i  ^»r  •  *>een  reduced  to  a  three  pennyworth  of  opium 

teal  node  is  caused  by  the  secretion  of  a  j^„y    ^^^  ,„  j^e  other  the  back  bone  wa.  d«. 

gelatinous  matter,  cither  by  the  pcnos-  naded. 
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ings ;   on  the  contrary,  tbe  firat  pha-  time  the  pains  are  lelieved,  the  node  be- 

Iange«  of  the  second  and  third  finemof  gins  to  subside,  and  in  tbe  majoritj  of 

one  hand  became  thickened,  ana  in  a  cases  it  disappears  altogether.   In  a  few 

short  time  the  inflammation  terminated  instances,  however,  it  is  permanent ;  but 

in  necrosis,    so    that   one   finger  was  still  I  apprehend  it  will  be  found  to  be 

obliged  to  be  amputated ;  and  this  un-  much '  less    frequently    so   than  when 

toward  event  occurred  in  spite  of  the  treated  by  mercury, 
application  of  leeches,  and  a  variety  of       The  hard  periosteal  node,    like  all 

local  treatment,  as  also  of  minute  doses  newly-formed  parts,  runs  readily  into  dis- 

of  the  pil.  hydrargyri  and  of  colchicum,  ease,  and  often  suppurates.    It  is  a  re- 

and  even  of  nux   vomica,  which  was  markable  law  of  some   poisons,   that 

tried  when  the  other  medicines  failed  in  when  the  inflammation  they  excite  ter- 

producing  any  good  eflTect.  minates  in  abscess,  the  remedy  which 

The  parts  having  healed,  new  experi-  properly  and  timely  administered  would 

ments  became    necessary  to   save  the  nave  prevented  such  an  untoward  event, 

other  finger,  which  seemed  to  be  rapidly  now  loses  all  power  over  the  disease,  or 

running  into  a  similar  state  of  necrosis,  only  aggravates  it, — as  is  the  case  with 

On  the  2d  July,  therefore,  or  not  until  mercunr  in  hepatitis.     I  have  seen  no 

neariy  six  months  after  his  admission  case  of  hard  periosteal  node,  treated  by 

into  the  hospital,  i&ve  grains  of  potassse  the  h^driodate  of  potash,  run  into  sup- 

hydriodatis,   out  of  camphor  mixture,  puration ;  but  it  frequently  does  so  when 

were  ordered  three  times  a  day;  and  it  is  treated  by  mercury;  and  in  such  cases 

this  quantity  was,  during  some  part  of  that  medicine  ceases  to  produce  any  sa- 

the  treatment,  increased  to  grs.  x.    The  lutaiy  effect,  and  sarsaparilla  now  ap- 

results   were    most  happy ;    his    pains  pears  to  be  the  g^reat  remedial  agent 

were  relieved,  the  nodes  subsided,  and  provided  by  nature  for  the  cure  of  this 

his  finger  was  saved.    This  patient  sub-  form  of  the  disease, 
sequently  laboured  under  iritis,  ulce-        Joseph  Keaff  was  admitted  into  St. 

rated  throat,  affection  of  the  nose,  and  Thomas's    Hospital,    28th    Dec.   1829, 

also  of  the  skin,  as  also  of  the  liga-  with  larsre  haru  periosteal  nodes  on  the 

ments  and  synovial  membrane  of  the  tibia  of  ooth  legs;  bis  face  bore  strong 

joints,  and  was  consequently  under  my  marks  of  the  agonjjr  which  be  suffered ; 

care  or  observation  for  at  feast  twelve  he  was  much  emaciated,  and  his  whole 

months  afterwards ;  but  had  no  return  appearance  haggard.    It  was  attempted 

of  the  periostitis.  to  relieve  this  man  by  leeches  and  olis- 

The    treatment    of    this    case    had  ters  to  the  nodes,  and  by  tbe  warm  bath, 

scarcely  terminated,  when  the  coach-  as  also  by  opium,  but  without  success, 

man  of  a  member  of  parliament  was  ad-  The  blue  pill  was  now  given,  but  still 

mitted  into  St.  Thomas's  Hospital  with  without  relief;  and  this  mercurial  treat- 

an  exactly  similar  state  of  the  tibioe,  ment  was  afterwards  pushed  to  the  point 

and    of  tne  phalanges  of  the  fingers,  of  salivating  him,  by  rubbing  the  lini- 

This  man  had  been  for  many  months  mentum  hydrargyri  liberally  on  both 

under  a  treatment  by  mercury  and  sar-  lejfs.      This   treatment   mitigated    his 

saparilla,  and  was  so  reduced  by  con-  pains ;  but  on  his  gums  healing  they 

stant  suffering,  that  his  family  thought  returned  in  their  former  force.      The 

his  death  inevitable.    Eight  grains  of  nodes  now  passed  from  the  hard  stage 

the  hydriodate  of  potash  were  directed  to   that  of  suppurative  inflammation ; 

iff  be  taken  by  this  person  three  times  a  and  the  sharp  edge  of  a  deep  ulcer,  filled 

day ;  and  in  two  months  he  was  dis-  with  fluid,  could  now  be  felt  on  each 

charged  cured.  tibia.    The  mercurial  treatment  having 

Instructed  by  these  cases,  I  have  in-  so  egregiously  failed,  was  of  necessity 
variably  for  the  last  three  years  used  abandoned;  and  tbe  patient's  strength 
the  hydriodate  of  potash  in  the  hard  pe-  was  attempted  tor  be  supported  by  the 
riosteal  node,  and  with  uniform  success,  inf.  gent,  comp.,  and  afterwards  by  qui. 
The  average  dose  of  this  medicine  is  nine,  of  whicn  Rye  grains  were  given 
eight  grains ;  carried  beyond  tbatquan-  6tis  horis. '  Under  this  treatment,  now- 
tity  it  pur^ ;  and  even  limited  to  that  ever,  his  tongue  became  white  and 
quantity,  it  requires  some  management  greatly  coated,  febrile  symptoms  appear- 
to  obviate  nausea.  It  is  not  till  the  end  ed,  and  his  life  seemed  in  much  danger, 
of  from  five  to  ten  days  that  its  mitigating  This  patient  had  now  been  under  a 
effects  are  felt;  but  at  the  end  of  that  Taried,but  unsuccessful  treatment,  nearly 
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six  mootbs,  wben,  on  the  6di  of  Jane,  is  also  of  rare  occnnenoe.    From  tlie 

i9it7,  the  deooctton  of  ■arsaparilla  waa  difficulty  of  deteminin^  the  exaet  state 

prescribed  for  him.     Under  this  mcdi-  of  the  diseased  parts,  it  is  probaUe  much 

cine    his    pains   subsided,    the    ulcers  timemust  elapse  before  the  most  efficient 

healed,  and  he  was  discharged,  cured,  on  treatment  of  this  form  of  disease  can 

the  2dAogustfbIlowing»a  space  of  little  be    satisfactorily   determined.      There 

mme  than  two  months  from  bis  point  of  is  a  case,  however,  now  in  St.  Thomas's 

greatest  depression,  and  the  time  of  the  Hospital,  of  this  description,    and  in 

commencement  of  the  treatment  by  sar>  which    the   hvdriodale  of  potash  has 

sapsrilla.  failed  to  pnNMice  the  good  effects  that 

1  have  of  necessi^  had  a  great  number  mi^t  have  been  expected  from  its  use; 

ofcases  of  nleerated  periosteal  nodes  un-  but  it  is  probable,  m  this  case,  that  ii 

der  my  care  since  the  year  1S27,  and  they  was  not  exhibited  till  afier  ulceration  of 

haye  all,  without  exception,  been  healed  the  substance  of  the  bone  had  com- 

by  the  exhibition  of  sarsaparilla;  but,  menced.     Extensive  exfoliation  of  the 

what  is  extraordinary,  I  have  not  seen  tibia  has  taken  place,  and  mercuiy  and 

a  sinj^le  case  in  which  ulceration  and  sarsaparilla,  or  saruiparilla  alone,  has 

exfoliation  of  the  bones  of  the  nose  has  afforded  the  greatest  relief,  and  it  is 

appeared  to  be  in  tbe  least  controlled  probable  the  patient  will  shortly  do  well, 

by  any  quantity  or  any  form  of  sarsa-  When  the  bones  of  the  nose  are  af- 

parilla ;  neither  have  I  seen  sarsaparilla  fected,  I  do  not  remember  to  have  seen 

of  any  demonstrable  use  in  any  other  any  case  in  which  either  mercury  or 

form  of  syphilis ;  and  of  a  truth,  after  sarsaparilla  has  either  interrupted  the 

a  lon^  series  of  experiments  to  deter-  course  of  the  disease,  or  produced  a  de« 

mine  its  sanatory  properties  in  all  dis-  cidedly  good  effect    In  a  rery  few  in- 

eases,  I  have  been  driven  to  the  conclu-  stances  I  have  seen  this  disease  subside 

sion,  that  its  only  valuable  medicinal  whilethehydriodateof  potash  was  being 

effects  are  diose  of  healing  ulcerated  exhibited  for  some  other  part  that  was 

periosteal  nodes.  affected :  but  I  feel  much  difficulty  in 

The  gelatiniform,    or  gummy  node,  affirming,  that  the  hydriodate  of  potash 

is  a  disease  of  much  less  frequent  occur-  has  any  decided  sanatory  effect  in  these 

rence  than  die  hard  8up(»urating  node ;  affections.      I  am  much   more  in  the 

and   I  have  much   less  experience  in  habit  of  relying  on,  and  therefore  of 

cases  of  this  description  than  the  former,  directing,  black-wash  to  be  injected  two 

From  their  tendency  to  ulceration  and  or  three  times  a-day  into  the  nasal  fosse; 

exfoliation,  I  have  Known  them  termi-  and  though  it  may  be  difficult  to  assign 

nate  fauUy,  when   treated    either  by  the  principle,  a  cure  of  the  disease  is 

mercury  or  sanaparilla,  or  both.    There  by  this  local  treatment  very  generally 

is  a  case,  however,  now  in  St.  Thomas's  accomplished. 

Hospital,  of  this  kind ;  and  the  patient,  a  When  the  s^hilitic  poison  falls  upon 
woman,  has  been  treated  with  the  h>-  the  skin,  it  induces  many  proteiform 
driodate  of  potash.  This  medicine  has  diseases :  many  of  these  recjuire  that 
been  taken  for  more  than  six  weeks,  mercury  shoula  be  liberally  introduced 
Tbe  progress  of  the  cure  is  slow ;  but  into  the  system ;  a  smaller  number,  as 
the  tumors  have  much  decreased,  and  the  tubercular  eruption,  I  have  some 
the  pains  are  greatly  relieved ;  so  that  reason  to  believe  will  yield  to  the  by- 
a  rational  expectation  may  be  enter-  driodate  of  potash ;  but  my  experiments 
Uined  that  this  intractable  form  of  dis-  to  determine  this  are  not  sufficiently  ex- 
ease  will  ultimately  yield  to  this  new  tensive:  but  there  is  one  which  is  best 
remedy.  treated  locally  with  mercury,  namely. 

Venereal  caries  of  the  bones  is  by  no  rupia.                             • .    «.   t,   . 

means  of  the  frequent  occurrence  which  Rnpia  usually  attacks  the  feeble  in  con- 

the  specimens  in  our  museums  would  stitution,and  the  emaciated  in  frame;  and 

lead  us  to  believe  to  have  been  the  case  I  have  seen  cases  thathave died  when  mer- 

in  former  days.     It  will  be  seen,  that,  cury  has  been  given  by  the  mouth,  even 

in  two  cases  that  have  been  narrated,  in  very  moderate  doses.   Warned  by  this 

the  hydriodate  of  potash  was  successful  result,  I  usually  adopt  a  local  mode  of 

in  controlling  this  disease.   Venereal  in-  treatment;  first  removing  the  scab  by  a 

flammation  of  the  substonce  of  the  long  poultice,  and  then  directing  the  ulcers  to 

bones,  ending  in  deep-seated  ulceration,  be  dressed  with  the  unguent,  bydr.  nitr. 
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oxyd. ;  and  I  faayeseen  no  case  of  rnpia  3d  of  April,  1S31,  haTing  lingered  a 
that  has  not  done  well  under  this  mode  period  or  fourteen  months, 
of  treatment  This  case  was  followed  bj  a  quick 
Should  the  STpfailitic  poison  affect  succession  of  four  or  five  similar  cases 
the  tonsils,  soft  palate,  and  pharjrnz,  admitted  into  the  hospital ;  and  amonff 
I  have  seen  many  patients  die  under  the  rest  was  Chilton,  whose  life  seemed 
the  most  judicious  general  treatment;  once  more  compromised  by  deep  and 
and  the  following  case  is  by  no  means  a  spreading  ulcers  of  the  throat.  But 
solitary  instance  of  how  violently  it  having  observed  the  different  results  of 
sometimeB  perseveres  in  its  course,  until  general  and  local  treatment  in  rupia,  I 
it  has  destroyed  the  patient.  determined  on  a  similar  experiment  in 
F.  Johanson,  a  German,  was  admitted  the  treatment  of  these  extensive  and  too 
4th  February,  1S30,  with  rupial  sores,  frequently  fatal  ulcerations  of  the  throat 
diarrhoea,  and  venereal  sore  throat :  the  I  accordingly  forbore  in  these  cases  ^v- 
rupial  sores  were  readily  healed  by  the  ing  any  mercury  by  the  mouth,  l>ut 
unguenti  hydr.  nitr.  oxyd.,  and  the  directea  the  ulcerated  parts,  both  of  the 
diarrhoea  was  stopped  by  opium ;  the  ul-  tonsils  and  pharynx,  to  be  smeared,  by 
ceration  of  the  throat,  however,  remained  means  of  a  camel's-bair  pencil,  with  the 
either  stationary,  or  continued  to  spread,  ung.  hydr»  nitr.,  or,  when  tha t  failed,  with 
To  remedy  this  most  threatening  eril,  the  ung.  hydr.  nit  oxyd  i.  All  the  patients 
the  following  medicines  were  in  succes-  so  treated  recovered,  although  many  of 
siou  tried  :—the  decoction  of  sarsaparilla,  these  cases  were  as  severe  ^rmsotthe 
with  the  extract  and  dilute  nitric  acid ;  disease  as  I  have  ever  witnessed*.  It  is 
the  decoction  of  smilax  aspera ;  the  pil.  deserving  of  remark,  also,  that  those 
hydrarg.  in  small  doses,  out  continued  cases  recovered  the  most  rapidly  where 
till  the  mouth  was  affected;  small  doses  the  gums  resisted  the  action  of  the  mer- 
ofthehydriodate  of  potash*;  quinine;  the  cury  altogether.  In  a  few  instances  it 
infusions  of  calumba  and  of  canella,  as  was  impossible  to  prevent  the  mouth 
also  many  metallic  substances ;  as  the  being  affected,  when  an  extension  of  the 
sulphateofiron,  the  liquor  ar8enicalis,and  ulceration  immediately  followed  ;  shew'> 
also  the  oxide  of  platinum,  in  1  gr.  doses,  ing  that  the  amelioration  was  occasioned 
three  times  a-day.  This  medicine  acts  by  the  local  -stimulus,  and  not  from 
emetically,  when  given  in  doses  of  2  grs.  the  constitutional  affection.  I  have 
6tis  horis ;  and  as  two  cases  of  chronic  treated  a  considerable  number  of  cases 
laryngitis,  not  depending  on  syphilis  or  of  this  description  since  that  period,  and 
on  tuberculated  lung,  had  recovered  un-  they  have  all  terminated  in  the  most 
der  the  use  of  this  substance,  after  all  favourable  manner, 
hope  of  curing  them  either  by  mercury  The  syphilitic  poison  not  unfrequently 
or  ordinary  antiphlogistic  remedies  had  falls  upon  the  ins  and  conjunctiva,  pro- 
failed,  a  hope  was  entertained  that  some  ducing  iritis.  In  this  form  of  the  dis- 
benefit  migbt  result  in  this  case  from  its  ease,  mercury  is  again  necessary,  and  to 
use.  It  is  perhaps  unnecessary  to  add,  the  fullest  extent  of  affecting  the  sys- 
that  this  patient  received  a  liberal  supply  tern.  The  rapid  manner  in  which  intis 
of  wine  and  porter,  and,  indeed,  of  every  succeeds  to  other  syphilitic  affections 
indulgence  which  his  state  of  health  re-  which  have  been  cured  by  affecting  the 
quired,  and  which  the  London  hospi-  constitution,  is  most  remarkable ;  for  I 
tals  so  bountifully  afford ;  as  also  that  have  seen  cases  in  which  it  could  hardly 
many  species  of  local  application  were  be  said  that  the  gums  were  healed  from 
tried,  as  the  linimentum  leniginis,  mer-  a  course  of  mercurj,  for  the  cure  of  an 
curial  fumigation,  gargles  of  the  chlo-  affection  of  the  skin,  when  iritis  has  ap- 
ride  of  soda,  and  of  the  nitric  and  muria-  peared,  and  that  formidable  disease  has 
tic  acids.  But,  nevertheless,  in  spite  of  only  yielded  by  again  inducing  the 
all  our  endeavours,  this  patient  died  the  severest  ptvalism. 

When  tne  poison  falls  on  the  liga- 

*  1  ezceediogiy  regret  not  to  be  able  to  cooflmi  ments  or  synovial  membranes,  the  dis- 

tlie  beoeftcUl  resalta  attributed  by  Mr.  Mayo  to  ^^  •     •     J'l              nf  nh^tJnut^  Hiiratinn- 

the  hydrlodate  of  potash  In  tbe  care  of  venereal  CMC  18  m  AU  cases  01  ODStmate  Qurauon, 

sore  throat  %  for  In  my  oirn  practice  I  hare  seen  " 

no  case  of  venereal  sore  throat  cured  by  this  me-  *  Mercurial  gargles  will  not  produce  tbe  same 

dicine  ;  on  the  contrary.  I  have  frequently  seen  effect,  even  though  the  liquor  hydr.  oxymuriat. 

venereal  sore  throat  break  out  and  conUnuc  to  be  used  undiluted,  and  the  paUenU,  with  all 

spread  under  its  use.  their  incouvvnieuces,  prefer  tbe  ointment. 
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and  I  «m  at  a  Ion  to  determine  whether  with  the  practical  resalu  of  the  most 
small  doses  ofmercor^,  or  the  hydriodate  eminent  men  of  our  times, 
of  potash,  with  occasional  blisters,  is  the  It  perhaps  would  be  an  unproBtable 
most  to  be  commended.  The  patients,  task  to  enter  upon  the  question  of  the 
however,  have  sometimes  askea  for  the  modm  ofierandi  of  the  medicines  which 
hjdriodate  of  potash  in  preference.  hare  been  recommended;  but  it  may  be 
Having  thus  brieBj  and  imperfectly  rifipht  to  state,  that  when  the  hydri^date 
touched  uponsomeof  the  moreremarkabte  of  potash  is  exhibited,  iodine  is  found  in 
phenomena  of  this  complicated  disease,  considerable  abundance  in  the  urine — 
It  only  remains  to  be  stated,  in  conclu-  clearly  proving^  that  this  remedy  does 
non,  that  it  seems  to  be  established,  that  circulate  with  the  blood ;  and  thus  per- 
the  poison  of  syphilis  taints  the  blood ;  haps  the  bane  and  antidote  may  be 
a  fact  which  is  proved  by  the  ooca-  brought  into  actual  contact 
sional  birth  or  abortion  of  children  As  the  experiments  that  have  been 
covered  with  venereal  affections ;  and  narrated  have  been  frequently  repeated, 
that  mingled  with  the  blood,  it  may  cir-  and  always  with  the  same  beneficial  pe- 
culate for  many  years  after  the  primaiy  suits,  ano  as  they  promise  to  be  a  con- 
sores  have  been  healed,  producing  a  long  siderable  improvement  on  the  present 
series  of  secondary  symptoms,  always  mode  of  treating  secondary  symptoms,  it 
disgusting,  freoucntly  most  painful,  and  has  been  thougnt  that  they  were  of  suf- 
sometimes  fatal.  It  has  been  imagined  ficient  importance  to  be  submitted  this 
that  these  secondary  results  are  not  a  evening  for  the  opinion  of  the  profession 
consequence  of  the  syphilitic  poison,  but  at  large. 
are  caused  by  mercury  improperljr  and 

injudiciously   administered.      This   is,    

however,  unquesUonably  an  error;   for  ^^  pebforation 

secondary  actions  are  not  peculiar  to 

syphilis,  that  they  should  be  thus  mis-  ^^ 

taken,  but  are  common  to  many  other  STRICTURES  OF  THE  URETHRA. 

poisons,  as  the  paludal,  the  typhoid,  and  ji^^^j^  Cag^t, 

the  variolous.     It  seems  absura,theu,to 

attribute  these  affections   to  mercury,  Br  R.  A.  STAFVoan, 

since    that   medicine,    when     exhibited  SDrgeon  to  the  Mftry-le-bone  loflnuarr,  aod  for* 

for  the  cure  of  other  diseases,  is  followed  »«riy  ««»••  surgeon  to  st.  Bartholomew'! 

,               .'It  Hospital. 

by  no  similar  phenomena. 

In  the  cure  ofthis  disease,  it  should  be  ^     ,-,,.         >.,i.^,.    1^ 

remembered  that  it  is  a  law  of  some  poi-  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

sons  that  they  act  with  an  intensity  pro-  Sm 

protioBedtoiewe.kneMofthecon.ti^^^^^  ,       J^             for  publication  a  series 

non.    SyP^»'»«»»f°f*"?^*'''"^  of  cases  of' impenieable  strictuw    of 

conseqaently  the  rale  must  be  to  treat  ^          ^       ^   j  .      perforation,  it 

each  particular  affecttonM  It  ariMS  at  j        „^  to   be  able  to  state,  that 

the  least  po«.Mee2.em«  to  Aeheal^^  ^      .  .        ^  ^^  treatment  remains 

of  the  pataent,  be  that  treatment  by  mer-  ^  ^    as  when  I  first  recommended 

cnrror  otherwue.    It  is  a  'aw,  also  of  j          ^      ^      „f  ^^   profession,  in  a 

spliilis,  as  well  as  of  poisons  inKeneral,  ^,  published  by  me  a  few  years 

tiat  Its.  Tirus  cannot  be  controlled  or  .           J  ^^^^   „„/        ^,j   ^  ^f    ,^ 

neutralized,  or  rendered  inert,  as  long  j           „„„  ^      ^^^^  it  ^„ 

a.  It  hes  latent :   medicine  cannot  pre-  ,.  ;j  'j    ^         ^^           ^  J          ■    ^^„^ 

vent  lU  actoons,  althouirh  when  set  up  it  ^  j    ^j^^      ;    ^j  f  ^„  „i^„ 

may  cure  them.     It  follows,  therefore  f        j        j     „„  ^ase  has  a  fahM^  pas. 

tbat  the  contmued  use  of  mereury  after  ^       ^            ^       extravasation 

the  pnma^  or  oUjer  affection  hM  tor-  «?             h„„.;rrh.ge,  or   any    other 

minated,  is  conteiry  to  aU  the  rules  de-  ^^         'u,m,  ensuSl  in  coniquence 

duced  from  the  known  l«J"of  »?•'»«»•  of  it.  adaption.    The  adyantage  Vhich 

Such  anexbibmon  may,  by  debilitaUnff  perforation  of  this  desCTTption  of 

the  constitution,  render  it  more  subject    ""=   t'cnumui  u      r 

to  secondary  diseases,  but  it  cannot  pre-  •  ><  a  Serieaor  Obaemiion*  ob  atrietarM  or 

vent  them.    In  these  respects,  then,  the  »'i«J?««'>r. ,  with  .•>  *««»"•'•''•»  •'.•"'^ 

'       *     , .,      .       .         .     •  "^     VI'            J-  of  TfeHnnnl,  •nccnafally  uopMO  in  «••«  or 

laws  of  the  treatment  ofs.rpnilis,  as  ae-  ^^^  „„|  obittnat.  .nd  anr».t«i  form  of  thmt 

duced  from  theory,  are  in  accordance  DiMtM.   iiiu<trat«d  by  cuet." 
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stricture  possesses  over  any  other  me-  altogether.  Boogies  a«dileeldiJ»toi»wi»r 
thod  usually  emplojed,  will  be  seen  bj  oonsequently  praed  every  seeood  or  tliu^ 
therelatio/of/^  t^^T^^^^t^^^rcVltTe 

Tinced      should    any   FfJ"f>^«    «»J    St  the  hL»lt«l.  «i^  could  make  water  in 
airainst  it,  they  will,  ere  W»  l>7  «}»    a  ftilLri^^Vtrein. 
who  wish  well  to  science  and  their  fel- 
low-creatures, be  entirely  oweretme:  Remarks. — It  is  not  improbable  that 
I  sball  only  further  add.  that  my  sole    the  miution  produced  by  the  stricture 
object  in  offering  to  you  toese  cases  for    hrought  on  the  paralytic  affection.   The 
publication,  is  to  enable  the  members  of    sympathy  between  the  urinary  organs 
the  profession  to  judge  for  themselyes  of   and  the  6rain  is  very  remarkable,  mnce 
the  expediency,  or  otherwise,  of  adopt-    we  frequently  see  mseases  of  tbe  kidnejr, 
ing  this  mode  of  treatment :    I  must,    bladder,  and  urethra,  terminate  in  uri- 
howeyer,  admit,  that  a  strong  conviction,    aary  coma  and  serous  apoplexy.    This 
on  my  own  part,  of  its  superiority,  in    case  could  not  haye  been  treateasuccess- 
the  worst  cases  of  stricture,  has  made    faUy  by  any  other  plan.    It  had  re- 
me  the  more  anxious  to  direct  attention    gisted  the  common  modes — bougies  and 
to  it— I  have  the  honour  to  be,  dr,            the  application    of  caustic.     Division 
Your  wery  obedient  servant,           from  toe  perineum,  independently  of  its 
R.  A.  Stafford,        uncertainty,  would  most  probably,  from 
as.  Old  EnrHofion  Street,                               the  severity  of  the  operation  uid  ^e  state 
April  2, 1884.                                         of  the  patient,  have  caused  death.    The 

milder,  and  perhaps  the    most  natural 
Case  I.  —  Impermeable   Stricture  of  method, wastheonepursued — ^perforation 
from  twenty  to  thirty  yeart  ttanding    of  the  stricture  within  the  canal  of  the 
^^FaUure  of  Bouyiet  and  Caustic^'    urethra. 
Cure  by  the  Lancetted  Stilette. 

,  Case  II. — Impermeable  Stricture  of 
George  Stevens,  «L  66,  was  admitted  ^^,y,y  y^^^,  etandiny,  in  a  man  of 
into  the  St  Marylebonc  Infirmary,  Ja-  72  yiart  of  aye,  cured  by  the  Lancetted 
^S^r:^L^^Tr^r^.:ir^r^  StLte  d  Srethral  Perforator, 
been  afflicted  with  this  disease,  (which  Mr.  R.,  SBt  72,  came  from  the  country 
originated  from  gonorrhoea),  from  between  in  May,  1831,  to  consult  roe  concem- 
twenty  to  thirty  years,  and  latterly  has  ing  the  state  of  bis  urethra,  which  had 
suffned  so  much  fVom  it,  that  he  thinks  been  the  source  of  considerable  annoyance 
the  irritation  of  tibe  urinary  orvans  brought  to  him  for  at  least  30  years ;  and  latterly 
on  a  pandvtic  seizure  of  the  left  side,  the  malady  had  so  much  increased,  that 
whidi  he  nas  now  laboured  under  for  he  was  in  constant  irritation  and  pain.  He 
more  than  a  year.  For  some  years  past,  could  only  pass  his  urine  guttatim,  and  was 
he  has  made  water  only  drop  by  drop,  and  constantily  obliged  to  rise  during  the  night 
the  bladder  can  never  entirely  empty  it-  to  attempt  to  make  water,  but  be  could 
self.  The  urine  is  of  an  alkaline  character,  never  empty  the  bladder.  He  was  in  a 
and  mucus  is  deposited  at  the  bottom  of  miserable  condition,  being  much  worn 
the  vessel  in  which  it  is  contained.  Bou-  and  enfeebled;  and,  as  he  expressed  him- 
gies,  caustic,  and  other  means,  from  time  self,  all  he  wished  was  to  spend  his  latter 
to  time,  have  been  employed,  but  never  days  in  a  tolerable  degree  of  comfort.  On 
with  any  relief.  About  a  week  after  his  examining  the  urethra,  I  found  a  stricture 
admission,  I  made  an  attempt  to  perforate  immediately  behind  the  bulb,  which  was 
the  stricture,  and  got  through  half  an  impermeable  to  a  bougie.  The  lancetted 
inch  of  it  The  part  was  kept  open  by  stllette,  or  urethral  perforator,  was  passed 
passing  a  bougie  every  other  day.  He  suf-  to  the  part,  and  the  stricture  was  at  once 
fered  no  pain  nor  constitutional  symptoms  perforated.  A  small  catheter  was  intro- 
that  required  more  than  fomenting  the  duced  into  the  bladder,  and  its  size  was 
perineum,  and  taking  an  occasional  ape-  increased  every  two  days.  In  a  week  from 
rient  In  a  week  fWim  the  last  operation,  the  operation  they  were  left  off.  Steel  di- 
I  again  employed  the  lancetted  stilette,  lators  were  now  passed  every  second  or 
•na  at  once  succeeded  in  perforating  the  third  day,  until  a  No.  12  could  be  in. 
obstructed  part  in  the  canal.  A  small  to>duced  with  ease.  In  a  month  or  five 
gum  elastic  catheter  was  immediately  weeks  he  went  into  the  country  again, 
passed  into  the  bladder,  and  left  there,  perfectly  well ;  the  pain  and  irritation  had 
In  two  days  this  was  changed  to  one  twice  ceased  ;  he  was  enabled!  to  sleep  during 
its  size.  Ine  catheter  now  pfoduced  cnnsi-  the  whole  night  without  being  under  the 
derable  irritation,  so  that  it  was  leA  off   necessity  of  rising,  and  he  could  make 
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water  in  a  fuU-sixed  stream.    The  anx-  from  dicease,  and  roided  it  in  a  smaller 

iUaiy  treatment  was   by    aperients,  fte-  stream,  and  in  Irss  quantities,  than  ourht 

i^neatly  soothing  the  nrethra  by  fomenU-  to  be  the  case.    This  propensity  has  also 

turns;  and  when  inflammatory  srmptoms  increased  within  the  last  eighteen  months 

arose,  applying  leeches  to  the  perineum.  or  two  years,  until  it  has  passed  only  by 

Remarks. — ^Tbis  case  shews,  that  eren  ^ 

at  a  very  advanced  period  of  life  this  When  I  first   saw  this  gentleman,   I 

treatment  may    be  employed  without  £"*°^  ^*'"  *\^  *"  •  highly  nenrons  state, 

danger.  Considering  the  enfeebled  sUte  "®  ST  ™"  .  '"  i^*  «ituation  he  has  dc 

of    the  paUent,  and    the    duration   of  "cnbej--passing  his  unne  spittatim.  hav- 

the  diseilae,  the  immediate  relief  ob-    wSnlT^m^L^^^rC.  Li7^\^\^^ 
tained  is  «.markaWe.  li^piibl^^^Tbo^^^^^^^ 

Case  UL^Two  Strictures  per/orated    l^To?,.!!^^^^ 

b^  the  Lancetted  StiUtte  ;  oL  three  j!^''!??  ^  S^twi«    .M^^  ^^  ^k 

•^  m     r        ^1        'J!  J  *i      ^t  ^^E   ^^^   V^   between   the   finger   and 

tncheifrom  the  orifice   and  Me  othtr  thumb.    After  having  soothed  the  urethra 

at  the  entrance  into  the  mtmhranmu  by  bleeding,  fomenting,  and  administering 

portion  of  the  Urethra.  anodynes  and  aperients,  the  straight  ure- 

The  history  of  the  early  part  of  this  ^1^^^^^''\  ^•?  ^^.u^*u*^*,P^' 
^  m.y  peV- be  bes{  described  in  ^t  s'icSlT  1^"*^^^'  Xt^S£ 
the  patient  s  own  words.  p^^n  ^„  ^1^^  ^j  ^^^^  ^  f^  ^^  ^^ 

«  Previously  to  the  beginning  of  the  Wood  followed.     A  small  catheter  was 

year  1818  I  had  several  claps  and  some  Pf^'  ^IV*  ""*  ^^^  of  lea? ing  it  m  the 

trifling  stricture,  which  I  have  strong  rea.  ladder;  lU  progress,  however,  was  ar. 

son  to  believe  were  eradicated,  in  the  early  ^^^^  *i,™  entrance  into  the  membra- 

part  of  this  year,  by  the  use  of  bougies,  &c.  ^^^  portion.     In  conwquenoe  of  this  se- 

I  remained  weU  till  October  1823,  when  I  ^^^  itncture,  steel  dilaton  only  were 

again  got  a  cUp,  which  was  renewed  in  P«^,  ^"^  ^*ber  day  Arough  the  first, 

the  early  part  of  1824,  and  (h>m  which  I  fn**^  ^\7^^  enlarged  to  the  natural  size  of 

think  the  commencement  of  the  stricture  ">e  urethra.     ,     ^      ,     ,        .     ^ 

may  perhaps  be  dated,  as  I  iw^oUect  hav-  ,  ^h*  patient  having  business  in  the  couij- 

ing  considerable  difilculty  in  making  water  J7'  *«?  ^°^  T  two  months.    He  felt 

in  August  and  September,  1825.     I  ap.  himself  much  relieved  from  the  first  ope- 

plied  to  a  medical  genUeman  at  that  time,  J**^®"*  5  ^^  9°  bis  return  the  other  stric- 

from  whose  treatment  I  received  conside-  J"**  ^S  perforated.    A  catheter  was  left 

rable  relief.     But  I  believe  this  difilculty  1°  ^^e  bladder  for  a  week,  and  followed  up 

in  voiding  my  water  did  not  wholly  aris^  bv  passing  steel  dilators.    He  went  into 

from  stricture,  but  in  a  considerable  de-  <be  countiy,  having  lot  dl  his  distressing 

gree  from  the  rtatc  of  the  bladder,  proba-  ymptoms,  and  could  void  his  unne  in  a 

Sly  occasioned  by  stricture,  as  there  was  a  5^1  '^'^"*    ^^  ^as  desired  to  pass  a  ca- 

giiat  deal  of  s^iment  or  mucus  in  my  thejer  once  every  week  forthe  nresent,  and 

^ter,  and  which  entirely  separated  from  to  do  it  as  often  as  required  afterwards. 

^.jTnrm'i^eTaLTa  ^ScTeft  ^^^^X^-r^T"""f  ^7?^^^^ 

stream,   yet   I   did  not  perceive  myself  tares  m  the  urethra  at  so  Areata  distance 

getting  much  worse  until  the  beginning  of  ^^  ^.^^  *»?ther,  wouldTiavc  made  the 

1829,  when  I  think  I  began  to  get  gradually  operation  of  their  division  from  the  pen- 

wone,  and  still  kept  neglecting  myself,  neum  unadvisable;  for  as  soon  as  one 

with  Uie  exception  of  several  times  (during  bad  been  operated  upon,  another  would 

that  year  and  the  banning  of  1830),  tak-  have  been  found  four  inches  from  it ;  and 

ing  something  prescribed  by   a  medical  thus  it  would  have  been  necessary  to 

gentleman    to   relieve  the    bladder,  not  have  laid    open   at  least   four  or  five 

being  aware  that  stricture  existed  to  the  inches    of  the    urethra.     The  time  it 

extent  which  turned  out  to  be  the  case,  ^ould  have  taken  to  hare  repaired  so 

For  several  months  previously  to  putting  ^^^b  injury  done  to  the  canal  would, 

myself  under  your  care,  in  October  1W1,1  ^^  ^„„J   j[^^^  y^^^  considerable,  be- 

^.t^eriif^frt^^it^^^^^^^^^  ""'^iK  "-r^\^^  ^^  v^  "iH  t 

preveilt  its  voluntarily  dribbling  away.    I  comphshment.     The  perforation  of  the 

must  also  observe,  that  for  several  yeare  strictures  was  attended  with  little  pain 

(say  four  or  ^vt\  I  have  had  cause  to  or  loss  of  blood ;  but  little  confinement 

make  water  oftener  than  a  person  free  was  required,  and  the  cure  was  complete. 
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Case  IV, '^Stricture  of  twenty-five  years  can  now  pass  a  sound  (No.  7),  a  siz^  larger 

standing,  vkere  the  Caustic  and  Po-  than  the  silver  catheter  yon  lent  me." 

I^cwX  *"''  •^'"''"''  '"^■^'^'""'  IU«A.KS.-Tbew  is  but  litde  doubt 

'^     ^'  that  had  this  gpentleman  remained  under 

May,  1830.— Mr.  W.,  set  47.      In  his  my  care,  be  would  have  got  well.     His 

youth,  when  he  was  about  20,  this  gentle-  being*  obliged  to  leave  town  just  at  the 

man  had  contracted  a  gonorrhoea,  for  the  time  he  did  was  yerj  unfortunate :    it 

cure  of  which  he  had  used  strong  injec-  was  stillmoreunfortunate  thatbecrot  an 

tions.      The   discharge    ceased,   and   he  attack  of  the  rheumatic  fever.     It  was 

thought  no  more  of  the  disease  unUl  two  gntiyiug    to    find,    however,  when   a 

years  afterwards,  when  he  found  that  the  ^^^^^  jf^j  ^^^  y^^^    ^^^  f^^  ^  ^1,^,^ 

stream    of   iinne    became    onaller    and  f    ^    ^     operation,  that  a  No.  7 
smaller,  until  it  was  about  the  size  of  a  J*^"'   "•*^*   vuc  w|i^.»i.«w«,  *h»i.^  •  x^» . 
packth^.      He  consulted  his  surgeon,  JJ""^    c<>"^d  be    introduced    into    the 
who  employed  boogies,  and  dilated  the  Wadder. 
stricture.     Being  a  good  deal  in  the  sport- 
ing world,  he  neglected  himself  for  some  Case  V. — Stricture  that  had  resisted 
years,  and  lived  pretty  freely.    The  stric-  Bougies    and    all    Urethral  Ifistru- 
ture  gradually  returned,  and  got  worse.  ments,  perforated  and  cured. 
The  part  at  length  entirely  closed  up,  and 

be  could  void  his  urine  only  drop  by  drop.  Q*®-  Pace*  «t.  20,  was  sent  to  me  by  my 

He  now  applied  to  his    surgeon  again,  friend  Mr.  Evans,  surgeon,  of  Hampstcad, 

who    employed    the  caustic  and  potassa  Dec.  16,  1831.    He  had  a  stricture,  brought 

fusa.    Neither  of  these  had  any  effect  in  on  from  gonorrhcea,  in  the  membranous 

destroying  the  stricture.     He  went  on  in  portion  of  the  urethra,  which  had  resisted 

this  miserable  state  for  a  few  years,  when  ^^  passage  of  the  smallest  bougies,  and 

his  health  began  to  suffer.    In  May,  1830,  ^^^  description  of  urethral  instrument, 

he  applied  to  me.    He  was  in  a  highly  ^or  four  successive  months.    His  sufferings 

nervous  condition,  and   was  very  timid,  ^^re  venr  great;    the  nrine  only  passed 

I  found  a  stricture  situated  only  two  inches  drop  by  drop;  he  had  considerable  pain 

from  the  orifice:   it  was  indurated,  and  ^  uie  loins;  and  when  he  attempted  to 

qui  te  impassable  by  a  bougie.  He  would  not  ^oid  the  contents  of  his  bladder,  the  strain- 

consent  to  my  operating  with  a  larger  in-  ing  w"  «>  great  that  his  eyes  immediately 

strument  than  a  small  No.  4.    I  perforated  became    blood-shot.      He    had    sleepless 

the  stricture,  which  was  about  half  an  nights,  tenesmus,  and  a  constant  desire  to 

inch  in  length,  with  this  instrument,  and  make  water,  without  being  able  to  effect 

then  passed  a  gum-elastic  catheter  into  the  it.    The  lancetted  stilette,  or  urethral  per- 

bladder.    He  could  not  bear  the  catheter  forator,  was  passed  down  to  the  stricture, 

to  remain  longer  than  a  few  hours ;  it  was  *nd  two  incisions  made.    A  tea-spoonful 

therefore  withdrawn.     Bougies  were  now  ©^  blood  followed  the  incisions.    He  was 

passed  every  day,  and  the  sizes  increased  as  desired  to  go  home  and  keep  ouiet;   to 

the  patient  could  bear  them.    In  five  days  take  an  ai>erient ;   to  foment  the   peri- 

k  No.  6  catheter  could  be  passed ;  but  on  ^^um  ;    to  apply    leeches,    if   the    pain 

that  day  he  received  a  communication  that  was  great;  and  to  have  a  bougie  passed 

his  wife  was  dangerously  ill  in  the  coun  on    the    alternate    days.     This   he    did, 

try.    He  immediately  left  London,  and  I  and  returned  to   me  in  a  week.     Two 

did  not  hear  from  him  until  a  year  after-  >Bore  incisions  were  made,  the  stricture 

wards,  when  I  received  the  following  ac-  was  perforated,  and  a  No.  10  elastic  gum 

connt  :->He  says,  *'  You  no  doubt  have  catheter  passed  into  the  bladder.    He  went 

ere  this  condemned  me  for  neglect  or  in-  borne  immediately  in  a  coach,  and,  under 

difference  fh>m  not  writing  you.     I  was  so  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Evans,  wore 

unfortunate  as  to  take  a  severe  cold,  either  the  catheter  for  a  day  or  two,  when  it 

before  I  left  town  or  on  my  journey  down,  caused  so   much  irritation  that  he  was 

as  to  lay  me  up  with  a  severe  attack  of  obliged  to  leaveit  off.  Bougies  were  ordered 

rheumatic  fever  three  days  aAer  I  got  to  every  other  day,  and  in  a  fortnight  from 

Sheffield ;  I  have  been  confined  to  my  bed  this  period,  a  No.  12  steel  dilator  could  be 

%Dd  room  ever  since.     I  am  now  much  passed  into  the  bladder  with  the  greatest 

better ;  and  as  the  weather  gets  warmer,  ease ;  and  there  was  so  little  impediment 

no  doubt  I  shall  soon  be  better.    With  re-  in  the  urethra,  that  it  would  have  been  im- 

rd  to  the  other  complaint,  the  stricture,  possible  to  have  told  where  the  stricture 

am    happy  to    say  I  have  not  retro-  bad  been  present, 
graded,  which  is  a  wonder,  considering  the 

helpless  state  I  have  been  in,  not  being  Remarks.— In  this  case  it  would  have 

able  to  introduce  the  cadieter  regularly.    I  been  necessary  to  have  divided  the  stric. 
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ture  from  the  perineum,  bad  not  this  clotof  arterial  blood*  in  a  larve  rolume 
treatment  been  adopted.  Besides  the  of  this  oxygenated  fluid,  the  colour 
pain  and  uncertainty  of  sach  an  opera-  changes  from  arterial  to  venous,  exactly 
tion^  the  time  it  takes  to  restore  the  ure-  in  proportion  as  the  salt  of  the  blood 
thra  by  Ais  method  is  considerable,  not  oozes  out  of  the  dot;  and  if  the  water 
taking  into  account  the  imperfect  man-  be  repeatedly  changed,  the  dot,  after  a 
ner  in  which  it  is  usually  performed,  short  period,  becomes  quite  dark.  Hence 
The  superiority  of  the  treatment  by  per-  it  is  evident,  that  black  is  the  natural 
foration  cannot  admit  of  a  doubt ;  it  is  colour  of  the  hematosine.  When  we 
accomplished  without  much  pain ;  with  remove  the  black  clot  from  the  distilled 
but  little  loss  of  blood  ;  the  urine  flows  water,  it  does  not  become  red  ou  ex- 
through  the  natural  channel ;  the  time  posure  to  the  air ;  in  fact,  it  remains 
takoi  is  comparatively  short ;  and  the  black,  even  in  an  atmosphere  of  pure 
cure  is  complete.  oxygen :  but  when  we  immerse  this  black 
ri-  V  At  ^  1  ^lo^  ^^  ^  dear  saline  fluid,  the  colour 
[To  b«  eootinucd.]  changes  instantly  from  black  to  arterial, 

-^..._........,_.__^___^  even  when  the  water  has  been  previously 

deprived  of  its  air  by  the  action  of  the 

OBSERVATIONS  air-pump.    From  these  and  other  facts, 

ON  THB  it  is  very  obvious  that  it  is  not  oxygen, 

Tin?onv  ni?  m^QPraiTrnv  ^"*  ^®  natural  saline  matter  of  the 

THEORY  OF  RESPIRATION.  y^^^  ^j^j^j^   .^  ^^  essential  agent  in 

Bt  Da.  Stbvxms.  ^^^^  change  of  colour  from  venous  to  ar« 

— — .  terial.    It  is  more  easy,  however,  to 

Totkt  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  prove    the  inaccuracy  of  an   existing 

c  hypothesis  than  to  bring  forward  a  new 

*'  theory,however  correct  it  may  be,  against 

I  HATB  been  induced  to  send  you  the  whicn  critical  ingenuity  cannot  devise 

Ibllowing  observations,  in  consequence  some  plausible  objections. 

of  a  paper  written  by  Dr.  Gregory,  and  It  is  admitted  by  Dr.  Gregory  and 

Mr.  Irvine,  of  Edinburffh,  and  lately  re-  Mr.  Irvine,  that  a  strong  saline  solution 

fublished  in  the  Medical  Gazette.    If  changes  the  colour  of  the  blood  from 

have  passed  in  silence  the  objections  Tenous  to  arterial,  without  the  contact 

which  have  been  made  by  certain  indi-  ©f  oxygen,  or  indeed  of  any  gas  what- 

viduals,  it  was  partly  because  it  must  ever;  but  on  the  same  authority  it  is 

have  been  obvious  to  all  that  the  said  stated,  that  the  serum,  which  is  a  dilute 

objections    were  made    from  personal  saline  fluid,  or  water  of  the  same  saline 

motives,  and  written  at  a  time  when  the  strength  as  the  serum,  produces  no  ef- 

writers  were  under  the  influence  of  ex-  feet  whatever,  without  the  pretence  of 

cited  feelings,  which  rendered  them  aU  attnospheric  air.    This,  if  it  be  one,  is 

together    incapable     of    investigating  the  only  plausible  objection  that  has 

truth.    The  paper  from  Edinburgh  is  yet  been  brought  against  the  new  theory 

of  a  venr  diflerent  description.     It  is  of  respiration ;  but  I  trust  to  be  able  to 

written  by  a  gentleman  of  sciendfic  prove  that  there  is  a  fallacy  in  the  ex- 

acquirements :  their  object  is  pure,  their  periments  referred  to,  which  renders  the 

objections  are  plausible,  and  therefore  conclusion  which  has  been  drawn  from 

entitled  to  the  most  a^ttentive  conside-  them  of  no  value. 

'*4?°'.i  ^*  ^**  '*®*"  proved  by  numerous  ex- 

Until  very  lately,  it  was  generally  periments,  that  it  is  not  the  iron,  but  the 

believed  that  the  addition  of  oxygen  saline  matter  of  the  blood,  which  is  the 

was  the  essential  agjent  in  producing  a  cause  of  its  red  colour,    even  in  the 

change  of  colour  in   the  blood    from  venous  circulation.    We  have  seen,  also, 

▼enous  to  arterial ;  but  it  is  now,  if  I  that  when  the  blood  is  deprived  of  its 

mistake    not,    almost    universally    ad-  saline  ingredients,  it  becomes  perfectly 

mitted  that  there  is  another  a^ent  in  black;  and,  with  the  exception  of  these, 

the  circulating  current  which  is  much  there  is  not  one  of  the  other  ingredients 
more  essential  than  even  oxygen  for  this 

purpose,  -Tbe  blood  which  waiusedln  my  own  experi- 

rbe  air  which  is  obtained   from  pure  menta  had  b«eu  arterlallsed  by  evpoanre  to  the 

water  contains  about  32  per  cent,  of  •*:•    '"'•*  which  wm  u«ed  by  Dr.  Turner  wm 
,^^      1171.  _            .         ■^                    ,,  takeo  ft-oin  the  femoral  artery  of  a  doff.    (8m 

oxygen.    When  we  immerse  a  small  Turner*.  Chemietry.  4th  edit.  p.  908.)            ^ 
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of  the  blood  which  is  capable  of  striking^  water.    This  was  boiled  for  a  few  mi- 

a  red  colour  with  the  dark  hematosine.  nutes,  and  allowed  to  cool  in   a  close 

We  have  reason  to  believe  that  there  is  vessel :  it  was  afterwasds  exposed  to  the 

not  one  particle  of  free  oxygen  in  the  action  of  the  air-pump,  and  only  a  few 

venous  blood  ;  yet  even  the  venous  blood  ^rlobules  made  their  escape.    A  clot  was 

has  a  dark  red  colour,  which  would  not  then  introduced  into  this  exhausted  fluid; 

be  the  case  if  the  salts  in  the  seram  had  the  pump  was  again  immediately  used ; 

no  effect  whatever,  except  when  in  con-  but    notwithstanding    this,     the    clot 

tact  with  atmospheric  air.  changed  almost  instantly  from  black  to 

It  may  not  be  superfluous  to  observe,  bright  red.  The  clot  was  allowed  to  re- 
that  the  exact  quantity  of  salt  in  the  main  upwards  of  an  hour  in  the  ex- 
blood  has  not  yet  been  ascertained  with  hausted  receiver ;  it  was  then  removed 
sufficient  accuracy.  When  the  solid  in-  and  placed  beside  one  of  the  clots  which 
gredients  are  exposed  for  hours  to  a  red  had  oeen  taken  from  the  distilled  water, 
beat,  it  is  probable  that  a  part  of  the  salt  This  was  quite  dark,  but  the  former  had 
is  also  driven  ofl*  with  the  animal  matter;  a  bright  arterial  colour,  even  at  the  mo- 
but,  even  by  this  mde  process,  at  least  ment  when  it  was  removed  from  the 
ten  grains  of  dried  alkaline  salts  are  weak  saline  fluid.  If  the  brifiphtness 
obtained  from  1000  grains  of  blood ;  or,  increased  at  all  on  exposure  to  the  air, 
in  other  words,  each  ounce  of  blood  the  increase  of  colour  was  scarcely  per- 
contains  about  five  grains  of  salts ;  and  ceptible. 

it  appears  from  the  following  experi-  In  the  next  experiment  a  solution 
meuts,  that  this  quantity  is  sufficient,  containing  ten  grains  of  bicarbonate  of 
without  oxygen,  to  account  for  the  red  soda,  was  dissolved  in  1000  parts  of  dis- 
colour of  the  venous,  or  the  scarlet  tint  tilled  water.  The  result  was  exactly 
of  the  arterial  blood.  the  same  as  with  an  equal  portion  of 

About  two  ounces  of  serum  were  ex-  muriate  of  soda ;    it  was  also  similar 

posed  to  the  action  of  an  air-pump,  until  when  a  solution  was  used  containins[  six 

as  much  of  the  air  was  removcn  as  it  grains  of  the  muriate,  two  grains  of  the 

was  possible  to  obtain  from  so  dense  a  bicarbonate  of  soda,  and  two  grains  of 

fluid.     A  black  clot  which   had    been  the  muriate  of  potass, 

soaked  for  hours  in  distilled  water,  was  A  solution  containing  eight  grains  of 

immersed  in  the  serum ;  it  chaneed  in  the  muriate  of  sodaproduced  a  decided 

a  short  period  from  black  to  a  brignt  red  change  of  colour.     The  tint  was  not  so 

colour,  although  the  pump  was  again  aU  strong  as  in  the  former  experiments,  but 

most  immediatclyused  to  expel  any  small  still  when  the  clot  was  removed  from 

portion  of  air  that  might  have  entered  the  water,  it  was  nearly  as  florid  as  ar- 

with  the  clot.  terial  blood.     I  may  add,  that  an  in- 

It  is  very  difficult  to  remove  the  whole  crease  of  redness  was  produced,  even 

of  the  serum  from  the  clot,  and  equally  when  a  solution  was  used  which  con- 

so  to  remove  the  whole  of  the  air  from  tained  only  ^yc  grains  of  the  muriate  of 

the  dense  serum.     The  clnt  which  was  soda.    These  experiments  were  made  in 

used  in  the  above  experiment  was  quite  the  laboratory  ot  Mr.  Squire,  of  Oxford - 

dark;  it  is  possible,  however,  that  it  still  Street,  by  that  gentleman  and  myself; 

contained  a  minute  portion  of  salt;  but  and   those  who  will  repeat  them,  will 

to  avoid   this  objection,    a  portion   of  scarcely  admit  that  "  a  weak  saline  so> 

blood    was  allowed    to  remain   undis-  Intion   has  no   effect  whatever,  except 

turbed  for  twenty-four  hours.  The  serum  when  in  contact  with  atmospheric  air. 

was  then  carefully  poured  off*;  a  num-  The  following  experiment  was  made 

ber  of  small  pieces  were  cut  from  the  during  the  earl)r  part  of  last  rear,  in 

centre  of  the  crassamentum,  and  soaked  Copenhagen,  by  rrofessor  Forctiammer 

in  distilled  water,  which  was  occasion,  ana  myself: — 

ally  renewed,   until  the  water,  which  About  four  ounces  of  venous  blood 

was  poured  oflT,  lost  all  trace  of  saline  were  conducted  from  a  vein  in  the  arm, 

matter.     The  clots  were  again  washed  through  a  tube,  into  an  inverted  glass 

in  distilled  water ;  they  were  afterwards  filled  with  mercury.     When  the  olood 

exposed  for  some  time  on  bibulous  paper,  rose  to  the  top,  and  had  displaced  an 

and    then  used  in   the  following  ex-  equal  volume  of  the  heavier  fluid,  the 

pcriments.  blood  appeared  through  the  glass  to  be 

Ten  grains  of  dried  muriate  of  soda  almost    olack.      We    then    introduced 

wrrp  dissolved  in  1000  parts  of  distUled  about  one  onnee  of  a  solution  of  salt. 
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As  soon  as  diis  came  into  contact  with  When  the  impure  blood  is  circulating' 

the  lower  portion  of  the  colourini^  mat-  in  the  Tenons  sjstem,  the  carbonic  acid, 

ter,  there  was  a  decided  increase  of  red-  the  cause  of  the  darkness,  is  in  imme- 

ness;  but  still  it  was  far  from  bein^  diate  contact  with  the  colourin^ir  matter, 

equ^  to  the  arterial  colour.    From  this  conseqaentljr  the  natural    quantity  of 

we  may  infer,  that  so  loncf  as  caihonie  salt  in  the  liiood  is  not  more  than  suffi- 

acid,  which  is  the  cause  of  the  darkness  cient  to  produce  a  faint  fedness;  but 

of  the  venous  blood,  remain*  in  imme-  when  thTs   dark  blood  arrives  in  the 

diate  contact  with  the  colouring  matter,  lungs,  and  the  acid  is  removed,  the  same 

it  is  difficult,  even  with  an   increased  quantity  of  salt  appears,  from  the  above 

quantity  of  salt,  to  counteract  entirely  experiments,  to  oe  quite  sufficient  for 

its    darkening'  effi^ct.     On   the    other  the  purpose  of  producing  the  arterial 

hand,  when  a  clot  has  been  immersed  colour. 

in  distilied  water,  the  colour  is  black  In  the  paper  referred  to,  it  is  stated 

merely  from  the  loss  of  its  saline  mat-  that  the  colour  of  the  blood  t)ecame  ar- 

ter.     In  this  case  a  yerj  weak  saline  terial  when  the  clots  were  exposed  to 

fluid  is  sufficient  to  produce  the  arterial  the  action  of  the  air.    This,  however,  is 

colour,  even  when  the  vessel  which  con-  not  a  positive  proof  that  the  change  was 

tains  die  clot  is  immersed  in  an  atmos-  produced  by  the  addition  of  oxygen ;  for 

phere  of  pure  carbonic  acid*.  this  may  have  been  owing  entirely  to 

Carbonic  acid,  hydrogen,  and  nitro-  the  sudden  removal  of  the  darkening 

n,  darken  the  colour  even  of  arterial  gas*, 
lood  ;  and  so  long  as  these  agents  re-  From  the  facts  which  have  been 
main  in  direct  contact  with  the  hemato-  stated,  it  must  be  obvious  to  all,  that  tlie 
sine  of  venous  blood,  a  stronger  saline  experiments  are  not  conclusive  which 
fluid  is  required  for  the  purpose  of  were  said  to  render  a  modification  of  the 
changing  the  colour  from  venous  to  ar-  new  theory  of  respiration  *'  somewhat 
teriaJ.  It  is  not  fair,  however,  without  necessary."  A  moaification  may  be  ne- 
making  a  due  allowance  for  the  dif-  cessary,  but  certainly  we  are  not  led  to 
ferencc,  to  draw  a  comparison  betwixt  this  by  the  result  of  any  of  the  objec- 
what  takes  place  out  of  the  body,  in  an  tibns  or  experiments  hitherto  published, 
airtight  glass  over  mercury,  from  which  In  my  late  Work  on  the  blood,  if  I 
the  blackening  gaseous  a^ent  cannot  have  dwelt  too  much  on  the  reddening 
escape,  and  the  changes  which  occur  in  which  is  produced  by  the  removal  of  the 
the  respiratory  organs,  where  the  blood  acid,  it  was  partly  because  this  circnm- 
is  freely  exposed  to  the  action  of  the  air.  stance  had  been  previously  entirely  ne- 
Had  Dr.  Uregory  and  Mr.  Irvine  at-  glected.  If,  on  tae  other  band,  I  attri- 
tended  to  this  difference,  the;|r  would  buted  too  little  to  the  change  of  colour 
have  drawn  a  different  conclusion  from  supposed  to  be  produced  by  the  addition 
the  result  of  their  experiments.  or  oxygen,  it  was  partly  because  this 
had  hitherto  been  considered  as  the  sole 

•  Carboolc  seld.  which  i.  a  neceiMrr  con.U-  ^ause  of  the  arterial  colour. 

taent  of  venoan  blood,  !•  satd  by  my  fnend  Dr.  I  may  have   erred    in    attaching  too 

cianoy.  to  be  th«  malotprinff  of  life ;  but  If  -o.  nittch  importance  to  improvements  which 

wbv  Is  It  to  deetructlve  when  allowed  to  enter  7.1         ,r..         ,          jr*iii.i*           ».     \. 

the  arterial  drcuUtion  f    When  the  colour  !■  dark  1  then  believed,  and  Still  believe,  to  be 

merely  f^om  the  dftnlirotlon  of  Mm  aallne  fnifre-  entirely  my  owh ;  but  by  refer,  ing  to 

diente.  aa  in  the  last  ataga  of  the  yellow  ferer,  .-,-     Jit.    ;;  |i,^  h\fM\A    von  will  find  th^t 

cholera,  fce.anch  blood  may  pass  Into  the  arterial  ^J  ^^™  ^^  IHC  DiOOG,  VOU  Will  nno  mat 

•yitem  with  comv'arallve  Impunity,  and  maintain  1  had  Somc  dOUbt  on  this  subject,  CVeil 

lif^  for  twenty-four  houra.   When  blood,  how-  at  the  period  whcn  that  work  was  puh- 

•fw,  which  ronUlna  carbonic  add  entera  the  ar-  i-  i,^j    ^  »  u«««  .*.«.^  :«  «k«  *am*1«  «^<w> 

tcriai  ayaum.  ctco  though  It  t>e  leas  dark,  It  acta  Iwned.     I  have  stated  lU  the  tenth  page, 

a  polaon,  and  caones  almost  inttant  death.    It 

■  been  aacertalned  by  Or.  Edwarda,  that  tho 


yooog  of  cerUinanimala  do  not  begin  to  generate  'A  laie  writer,  O'Shanghneaay,  haa  denied 
animal  heat  for  aeveral  daya  after  they  ar*  WX-  ^}^f}  cftrbon?c  add  blackena  the  blood ;  but  the 
tered.  Dorlnir  thla  period  It  la  probable  that  fallacy  of  thla  can  eaally  be  proved  by  a  very 
there  laverylltWe,  If  any,  carbonic  add  In  the  .almple  rxperlmtnt.  When  we  almost  ••turate 
▼cnoua  circulation  :  conaequently  thla  blo^d  can  diatllled  water  with  common  aalt,  and  mix  thla 
clrcnlate  In  the  arterial  ayalem  with  anch  compa-  with  recentlydrawn  vcnoua  blood,  the  eo  onr 
ratlve  Impunity,  that  theae  anUnala  may  be  w-  change*  almoat  InaUntly  from  venoua  to  bright 
peatedly  (mmeraed  under  water,  even  for  half  an  arterial :  when  we  paw  a  ■tream  of  pure  car- 
boor  at  a  time,  and  atlU  live.  Aa  aoon.  however,  honic  acid  throngh  thla.  It  aoddeuly  becoroea 
M  they  begin  to  evolve  their  own  heat)  or,  in  nearly  black :  when  thla  la  ezpoaed  for  a  abort 
other  worda,  aa  aoon  aa  carbonic  acid  la  con-  Um*  to  the  air,  U  again  recovera  iU  ■c«let 
t«lned  In  the  veqona  blood,  thla  power  of  IWIng  colour,  and  the  experiment  may  be  repeated  aa 
under  water  la  entirely  loat.  oft«n  aa  we  pleaae. 
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'*  That  the  cause  of  the  scarlet  colour  hydrogen,  a  quantity  of  carbonic  acid 

exists  in  the  blood  independent  of  oxj-  was  evolved,  in  some  instances  equal  in 

gen ;  or,  at  all  events,  oxygen  of  itself  bulk  to  the  size  of  the  animals.    These 

cannot  produce  either  the  red  or  arterial  experiments  were  looked  upon  by  many 

appearance  ;*'  and  this  appears  to  come  as  almost  decisive  of  the  existence  of 

near  to  the  truth,  for  as  a  reddening  that   acid    in    the  venous  blood;   but 

agent,  oxygen    of  itself  is   perfectly  others  consider  them  of  no  value,  for 

inert.         '  they  allege  that  there  may  have  been 

We  have  seen  that  even  pure  oxygen  oxygen  sufficient  in  the  |)ulmonary  cells 

can  no  more  produce  redness  in  blood  to  account  for  the  formation  of  the  acid  ; 

that  has  been  deprived  of  its  saline  mat-  consequently  they  are  not  willing  to  ad- 

ter,  than  it  can  give  an  arterial  colour  mit  that  it  existed  in  the  venous  cur- 

to  common  ink.     Hence  we  may  infer,  rent.    To  avoid  this  objection,  the  fol- 

that  the  essential  cause  of  the  arterial  lowing  experiment  was  performed  dur- 

colour  exists  in  the  blood ;  and  were  it  ing  the  early  part  of  last  year,  in  the 

not  that  the  serum  is  a  saline  fluid.  Polytechnic  School  of  Copenhagen,  by 

there    would    not    be   any  change   of  Professor  Forchammer  and  myself, 
colour  in  the  pulmonary  organs.    The        A  few  ounces  of  venous  blood  were 

addition   of  oxygen    tnav  nave    some  drawn  from  the  arm,  through  a  tube,  into 

effect    in   the  change  of  colour  from  a  glass  vessel  filled  with  pure  hydrogen ; 

venous  to  arterial,  but  so  far  from  being  the  carbonic  acid  was  expelled  from  the 

the  sole,  it  is  a  mere  secondary  agent,  blood  by  a  gentle  heat,  and  thouj^h  the 


possible,  when  the  acid  is  removed  in  to  give  a  milky  appearance  to  lime- 

the  pulmonary  organs,  that  the  oxygen  water. 

which  enters  may  produce  some  change  In  another  experiment,  the  blood 
in  the  hematosine  which  renders  it  more  (afler  having  been  well  agitated 
easily  reddened ;  or  what  is  more  pro-  with  hydrogen)  was  allowed  to  remain 
baUe,  a  part  of  the  oxygen  which  en-  in  the  glass  for  half  an  hour.  The  hy- 
ters  may  combine  with,  and  produce  drogen  was  then  displaced  by  pouring 
some  change  is,  the  saline  ingredients,  a  quantity  of  pure  mercury  into  the  ves- 
which  may  enable  them  to  act  upon  the  sel,  and  the  result  was  the  same  as  in 
colouring  matter  with  more  force :  but  the  last  experiment 
at  the  same  time  that  I  suggest  the  poa-  Since  m^  return  to  England,  I  find 
sibility  of  this,  still  I  must  repeat  that  that  a  similar  experiment  has  been  per- 
oxffgen  of  it$elf  is  perfectly  inert ;  and  formed  by  Mr.  Hoflman,  of  Margate ; 
if  It  does  produce  any  effect,  it  can  only  which  is  thus  described  in  the  twenty- 
do  so  when  the  colouring  matter  u  in  sixth  number  of  the  Medical  Gazette 
immediate  contaqt  with  a  ealine fluid.  for  last  year: — **  Blood  taken  from   a 

It  is  admitted  by  all,  that  carbonic  vein  of  the  arm  was  received  in  a  phial 
acid  is  evolved  from  the  lungs,  and  also  of  pure  hydrogen  gas;  great  care  being 
that  oxygen  is  absorbed.  Lavoisier  taken  to  prevent  access  of  atmospheric 
was  the  first,  however,  who  affirmed  air.  Afler  agitating  this  blood,  in  con- 
that  carbon  was  the  cause  of  the  dark  tact  with  hydrof^n  gas,  the  gas  was 
colour  of  the  .venous  blood.  According  found  to  render  lime-water  turbid,  and 
to  his  hypothesis,  when  this  impure  or  not  to  be  inflammable ;  shewing  the 
carbonized  blood  arrives  in  the  lungs,  presenee  of  a  considerable  quantity  of 
the  carbon  combines  with  the  oxygen  of  carbonic  acid  g^,  which  the  hydrogen 
the  air,  and  forms  carbonic  acid,  which  had  attracted  from  the  venous  blood.** 
is  then  expelled  in  the  process  of  expi-  In  the  following  experiment,  which 
ration.  Such  is  the  hypothesis  which,  was  made  lately,  I  was  assisted  by  a 
until  very  lately,  was  almost  universally  i^entleman  who  is  one  of  the  best  prac- 
received ;  but  the  result  of  some  recent  tical  chemists  in  London,  and  conse- 
experiments  renders  this  view  of  the  quently  well  cidculated  to  judg^e  of  ita 
changes  which  occur  in  the  lungs  alto-  accuracy, 
gether  untenable.  A  doublcjiecked  pint  bottle  was  filled 

When  Dr.  Edwards  forced  some  small  with    pure  hydrogen,    and    the    tubes 

animals  to  breathe  in  an  atmosphere  of  which  were  connected  with  each  orifice 
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were  abo  filled  with  tbe  same  gas.   The  with    the   necessary  formation  of  car. 

orifice  of  the  ascending  bent  tube  was  bonic  acid.    This  change,  howerer,  is 

placed  on  tbe  skin  near  to  the  bend  of  the  evidently   effected,   not   in  the  lun^, 

arm,  and,  when  the  rein  was  opened,  the  but  in  tne  intermediate  structure  which 

orifice  of  the  tube  was  slid  along  the  exists  all  over  the  system  between  the 

skin  until  it  covered  the  incision  which  arterial  and  venous  circulations.    It  is 

bad  been  made  with  the  lancet    The  in  this  texture  that  the  blood  ceases  to 

blood  was  conducted  through  the  tube  be  arterial  and  becomes  venous,  partly 

into  tbe  bottle.     In  proportion  as  it  en-  from  the  loss  of  its  oxygen,  and  partly 

tered,  a  part  of  the  hydrogen  passed  from   the    addition    of  csrbonic   acid, 

throoffh  the  descending  tube,  tne  ori-  When  this  impure  blood  arrives  in  the 

fice  of  which  was  immersed  in  distilled  lungs,  it  is  changed  from  venous  to  arte- 

watcr.     When  the   bottle  bad  received  rial,  partly  by  tbe  sudden  removal  of  the 

about  five  ounces  of  blood,  both  the  ori-  carbonic  aria,  and  partly  by  the  instan- 

ficea  were  completely  closed,  and  the  taneous  addition  or  pure  air*. 
blood  was  agitated  with  the  hydrogen        Lavoisier  appears  also  to  have  been 

for  about  five  minutes.    Before  examin-  the  first  who  believed  it  possible  that  the 

ing  the  air,  the  bottle  was  allowed  to  unionof  carbon  and  oxygen  might  occur 

rest  for  about  half  an  hour^  so  as  to  give  in  the  great  circulation  ;   but  lie  afler- 

the  hydrogen  sufficient  time  to  attract  wards  abandoned  this  for  the  other  hypo- 

the  carbonic  acid.    The  orifice  of  the  thesis.    La  Grange  gave  a  decided  pre- 

descending  tube    was  then  immersed,  ference  to  the  theory  which  supposes  tbe 

and  nnconced,  in  barytic  water.    This,  acid  to  be  formed  in  the  great  circula- 

in  connexion  with  the  bottle  containing  tion ;   but  both  La  Grange  and  his  fal- 

tfae  blood,  was^  then  placed  in  tbe  re-  lowers  erred  in  supposing  that  this  union 

ceiver  of  an  air-pump.    In  proportion  commenced  in  tne  left  auricle  of  the 

as  the  air  was  removea  by  means  of  the  heart,  and  continued  until  the  blood 

O,   the   gas  which  was  over    the  arrived    in    tbe   right  ventricle.      Dr. 

passea  through  the  descending  Edwards  has  made  experiments  to  prove, 

tube  into  the  barytic  water ;  and  in  this  that  the  oxygen  whicn  enters  the  arte- 

experiment  the  hydrogen  was  so  strongly  rial  blood  combines  with  the  carbon  in 

impregnated  with   carbonic  acid,  that  the  great  circulation ;   but  at  the  time 

even  toe    first  few    bubbles    instantly  his  late  work  was  published,  he  appears  ^ 

caused  a  dense  clondin  the  water.  From  not  to  have  made  up  his  mind  witn  re- 

the  above  result  it  is  very  obvious  that  spect  to  the  manner,  or  the  exact  spot' 

tbe  reuous  blood  is  saturated,  even  in  where  this  combination  takes  place.  He* 

the   extremities,    with    "ready-made"  says,    ''With   respect   to  the    oxy^n 

carbonic  acid ;  consecjuently  we  can  no  which  is  to  contribute  to  the  formation 

longer  believe  that  this  gas  is  formed  in  of  the  carbonic  acid  contained  in  the 

thejpulmonary  organs.  mass  of  the  blood,  one  of  two  things 

Tlie  oxygen  which  appears  to  exist  in  must  happen :  it  enters  into  combination 

tbe     arterial   blood,    chiefly   in  a  free  either  suadeulv  or  slowly.   In  tbe  latter 

state,  is  evidently  derived  m>m  the  ex-  case  there  will  be  oxygen  to  excess,  cir^ 

tem^  air ;  and  the  carbon  is  probably  culating  in  the  mass  of  tbe  blood.    This 

produced  by  changes  which  occur  in  tbe  pure  oxygen  will  therefore  be  subject  to 

capillary  system.    Xhese  agents  are  es-  exhalation,  which  will  take  place  in  the 

sential   to  life — ^particularly   in  warm-  organs  adapted  for  giving  passage  to  it,. 

biokoded  animals;  but  the  union  of  car-  as  nappens  in  fishes,  in  toe  air  bladders 

bon  with,  oxygen,  a  process  which  was  cif  wnich  animals    oxygen  is  fbund.** 

lately  supposed  to  purii^  the  blood,  is  From  this,  as  well  as  other  parts  of  his 

in   reality    the  cause  of  its  impurity,  work,  it  is  evident  that  I>r.  Edwards  at 

Hiere  is,  in  the  living  body,  an  inces*  .  „„.m.  k.,«i«,  .u — riTT — 11 Zr~3 

TV •  .      ..  9  V  ...  of  qoaUty  betvrist  the  artciiU  and  vcaoiu  blood \ 

sant       COmDinatlon      OI      carbon      Wltn-  and  we  hate  rcMon  to  believe  that  the  fcBtoa  doea 

OXTflfen,    and  COnseauently    a    constant  ^^^  voaaeaa  the  power  of  erolTlng  beatuolll  It 

i-vnlalion    of    anim^     h«>it»      locrether  begina  to  breathe:   until  thia  period,  tbe  bloMi 

eroiauOB    Ol    animai     neat    ,    lOgemer  ,e,„,  to  be  uaed  almoat  enUrefy  for  the  foima^ 

_______^_^__________^__^_____,^__^______  tion  of  the  lollde. 

•  Dr.  Bostoclc,  In  hia  valuable  work  on  Phya1o» 

*  The  quantity  of  animal  heat  that  la  erolred,  logy,  atatea,   **  That  we  haw  bo  paoof  of  the* 

appears  to  depend  partly  on  the  degree  of  dlf-  exiatence  of  any  gaa  in  the  blood."    When  we 

fereocc  in  quality  betwixt  tbe  artrrial  and  venous  subject,  however,  either  the  arterial  or  Tenoua 

blood*  end  partly  on  the  rapidity  with  which  thia  blood  to  the  action  of  an  air-pump,  we  have  auf- 

Mood    drcuiaua  through  the  extreme  texture,  ficient  evidence  that  liotfa  these  fluids  contain  a 

Id  Hie  foetua  there  Is  tery  little,  if  any,  dilRrrence  rery  large  iMsrllon  of  air» 
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that  period  had  not  come  to  any  decision  which  was  occupied  hy  the  acid  is  in- 

on  this  subject.  The  carbonic  acid,  how-  stantly  replaced  by  at  least  an  equal 

ever,  is  not  contained  in  the  mass  of  yolume  of  pure  air.     This  purified  fluid 

blood :   it  exbts  only  in  the  venous  cir-  follows  the  current.    The  existence  of 

culation ;  for  the  blood  even  in  the  most  oxygen  in  arterial  blood  has  been  ascer- 

miuute  arteries  of  the  extremities  is  as  tained  by  experiment :  but  experiments 

hiffhly  arterial  as  it  was  when  it  left  the  are  not  necessary  to  prove  this ;  for  if 

left  suie  of  the^  heart    On  the  other  there  be  one  word  of  truth  in  the  great 

hand,  the  blood  is  hig[hly  venous,  even  discovery  of  Harvey,  the  blood  which 

in  the  most  minute  veins.    From  diis  it  has  received  the  oxygen  must  pass  on  to 

is  obvious  that  the  carbon  does  not  com-  the  arterial  circulation.     There  may  be 

bine  with  the  oxygen  either  in  the  arte-  other  minor  changes ;  hut  if  the  new 

rial  or  the  venous  circulation ;  and  for  theory  be  correct,  the  essential  difference 

the  same  reason  it  is  equally  clear  that  betwixt  the    arterial    and   the   venous 

the  animal  heat  is  evolved,  and  the  car-  blood  is,  that  the  farmer  contains  pure 

bonic  acid  is  formed  only  in  the  inter-  air  and  the  latter  carbonic  acid, 

mediate  structure  all  over  the  body  where  From  the  facts  which  have  been  stated 

the  arterial  circulation  eruls  and  the  in  this  paper,  in  addition  to  those  which 

venous  begins.  are  contained  in  my  work  on  the  blood,. 

It  is  well  known   that  the  impure  the    following    conclusions    may    be 

blood  and  the  atmospheric  air  do  not  drawn: — 

come  into  immediate  contact  with  each  1st,  That  the  animal  heat  is  evolved, 

other  in  the  lungs.    To  what,  then,  are  and  the  carbonic  acid  is  formed,  not  in 

we  to  attribute  the  removal  of  the  heavy  the  general  round  of  the  great  circula- 

carbonic  acid  from  the  blood  ?    Spaf-  tion,  but  in  the  capillary  system  all  over 

lanzani  believed  that  the  acid  was  ex-  the  body,  where  the  arterial  circulation 

haled  from  the  lungs ;  and  Dr.  Edwards  ends  and  the  venous  begins, 

haa  adopted  the  same  opinion.     It  is  2d,   That  carbonic  acid  is  the  chief 

very  obvious,  however,  that  if  this  pro-  cause  of  the  dark  colour  of  the  venous 

cess  were  leu  to  mere  exhalation,  the  blood. 

carbonic  acid  would  remain  in  the  blood  3d,    That   when   this  impure  blood 

and  cause  death.  arrives  in  the  lungs,  the  removal  of  apart 

We  may  give  to  the  phenomenon  any  at  least  of  the  acid  is  the  first  change 

name  that  we  please ;   out  there  is  now  that  occurs  in  the  process  of  respira- 

no  question  of  the  fact,  that  oxygen  tion. 

possesses  the  power  of  attracting  or  lift.  4th,  That  the  acid  is  removed  bv 

ing  up  carbonic  acid  even  through  the  means  of  a  power  of  attraction  whicn 

medium  of  a  dense  membrane  *.   When  oxygen  possesses  for  this  gas. 

the  impure  blood  arrives  in  the  lungs,  it  50i,  That  the  salt  in  the  blood  is  the 

is  this  power  which  enables  the  oxygen  essential  agent  in  the  change  of  colour 

to  remove  the  heavier  gas,  and  to  diffuse  from  venous  to  arterial  *. 

it  almost  instantly  in  the  general  atmo-  I  am,  sir, 

sphere.  Your  obedient  servant, 

The  absorption  of  oxygen  is  still  con-  Wm.  St£V£ns,  M.D. 

sidered  by  many  as  the  first  change  in  Aibany-strect.  Reoentvpiurk, 

the  process  of  respiration.    It  is  very    March  27,  i5ft4. 

evident,  however,  that  a  fluid  containing  ^,,        ^^                ^  . .       ,,       .     .,„ 

i.'.<              av.j^                       ^  *I  know  but  one  retpectabie  writer  who  tllll 

carbonic  acid  cannot  absorb  oxygen  un-  ,e»Uta  this  codcIusIod.    d7.  Pariii,  in  the  Uet 

til  a  part  at  least  of  the  acid  be  removed,  edition  of  his  Pharmacoiogis,  states  (see  p.  135), 

When  a  tumbler  conUiningr   carbonic  ^^oU^'JU^Ji'^"  m»"?niJ'b.r;p7,;:d 

acid,  with  a  moist  membrane  firmly  tied  bmt  at  the  expense  of  every  received  opinion.  We 

over  it,  is  placed    in   an  atmosphere  of  ai;e  tailed  upon  to  level  with  the  dust  the  edifice 

«««-.  ^L^^^    «l.«  »»IA  ;.  m^^^^^A  r.<i*«.  wW«l»  h««  t>*en  raised  by  the  Joint  labours  of  our 

pure  oxygen,  the  acid  is  removed  faster  „p.i  distinguished  philosophers,"  &c.  &c.   This 

than    the   oxygen    can    enter,    and    the  defence,  however,  may  be  set  up  in  favour  of  every 

membrane   at   first   become.   concTe.  ?rii,**oSrid1SS^iiV«pS"rr4.'ta:J 

rrom  this  alone  we   may  inter,  tnat  tne  almost  every  real  improvement  that  has  been  made 

removal    of    the    acid    is    the     primary  in  the  profession,    ft  was  this  sort  of  logic  which 

«vl.<.*.^^  :«    tl.-  w.«»;M*«v».«nww.^«..    ;*.  retarded  for  a  time  the  admission  of  ihe  alscovery 

change  m  the  respiratory -process ;   in  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood.   But  though  soch 

proportion  as  this  is   effected,   the  space  objections  passed  current  in  the  time  of  Charles 

.  the  First,  they  will  not  be  received  now  by  any 

•  See  my  late  work  on  the  Healthy  and  Diseased  who    are    capable  of  reasoning  for   themselves. 

Properties  of  the  Blood,  p.  Tl.  The  stately  "  edifice  "  which  was  lately  looked 
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CASS  OF  There  is  one  feature,  however,  iu  the 

*^.^»««,»«^  ^,^  r«Y*^  «>*^*«T<rr,    -  accompanjring  case,    which   renders  it 

FRACTtJRE  OF  THE  PELVIS,  &c.  highly  inierestiny;    and    that  is,    the 

WITH  coNCiJssiON  or  THB  BRAIN ;  slight  dcgpree  of  visceral  derangement 

stJcc)E«8Fi;Li.Y  TaBATBD.  which    supervcnod  upon  the  fractured 

..^^  condition  of  the  pelvis.    As  the  bladder 

and  intestines,  from  their  relative  situa- 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  tion   within    the   parietes  of  its  bony  ' 

gig  structure,  are  so  liable  to  be  lacerated 

If    the  'following    should  be    deemed  ^*>«^  *^«  ^^^^^  mischief  is  extensive,  it 

worthy  of  insertion  in  the  Gazette,  you  cannot  ^,  wondered  at,  that  rewyery, 

will  oblige  me  by  letting  it  appear  in  ""^^^^  »"«*'  circurasUnccs,  should  be  of 

an  early  number.    The  case  is  narrated,  ■?  comparatively  rare  occurrence;  but,  in 

not  from  any  thing  novel  in  the  mode  ""«  succeeding  history,  it  will  be  seen 

of  treatment,  but  because  it  serves  to  that  the  viscera  must  have  entirely  es- 

illustrate  the  extraordinary  power  which  c«ped,  as  no  important  symptoms  ap. 

tlie  miners  in  our  neighbourhood  pos-  ?«*'«<*  P. ««  progress  of  the  case  but 

sess  of  surviving  the  shock,  and  over-  ^^^^  might  be  clearly  attributed  to  the 

coming  the  severe  injuries,  consequent  ^^^^^    ^«ock    which     thp    brain    and 

upon    accidents,    to   which,    from    the  »«17»"»  *3^**«™  generally  sustained, 
nature  of  their  employment,  they   are        With   every  wish   for  the  continued 

so  peculiarly  and  constantly  exposed,  prosperity  of  your  journal,  permit  me 

As  a  passing  remark,  it  may  be  stated,  *^  subscribe  myself, 
that  the  accidenU  we  are  daily  called  Your  very  obedient  servant, 

upon  to  witness  among  the  colliers  are  Chables  Thornhill. 

in  general  followed  by  considerably  less  ^   ,    .      „   ^  ^  ^. 
constitutional  irntation  than  those  of  a       Msrch  irih,  1884. 
similar  description  usually  met  wiili  in 

the  metropolitan  hospitals,  occurring  to        ^     .,  .  /.  ^,      ^,,      r  xt 

the  persons  of  coaUeavere  and  porter-        ^^  ^'^  morning  of  the  6th  of  N^ 

brewVjs;    but    this    probably    may  be  vember,  between  twelve  and  one  o'clock, 

said  to  originate  in  the  vast  difference  ^^^f?  requested  to  visit  Thomas  Foster, 

which  exiits  between  them  as  regards  «K^«  7'-'"  °  ^*^r '^u    ^'l**  *  ««^.^'« 

their  habiu  and  method  of  living.  *^f,^^^?'  '\^^  «*^   ^^  TftT"^ 
^ collieries.  .  Ine   poor  youth   had  been 

"^"  '  remaining  to  work  over  time,    in  or- 

upon  mith  so  much  Teneratlon,  U  eTldentiy  buUl  j^-    t^    nronire    a    sufficient  sunnlir  of 

upon  a  sandy  foundation,  and  destined  to  faU.    If  "^^    "*    procure    a    SUmcieiU   supply  OI 

I  mistake  not,  there  are  other  received  opiniim*  money   tO   buy  him  a  new   jacket,    and 

fckieh  will  soon  follow,  much  to  the  beoeflt  of  whilst  engaged  at  the  bottom  of  the  pit- 

aclencc*  aawell  aaof  haroanlty.  i_a*  a.\,       i*      r       •*.* 

Dr  Pari,  la  generally  allowed  to  b«  a  roan  of  shall,  lU  preparing  the  skip   lor   its  as- 

fir»t-ratetiiienii,aod  I  have  no  wiKb  to  detract  from  cent,  his  clothcs  became  entangled  with 

"^?dYc«;.n"^™on?\i;:^.XnV.V.'rX.l'n!  *e  chain-hook,  which,  after  IraggiW 

gnished  phllotoidien,'*  to  go  rather  too  far,  when  him  tO  the  height  of  twenty,  five  yards, 

heetigmatuet,  a«  "  an  air-buUt  castle,"  a  theo-  suddenly  let  go  its  hold,  and  prccipi- 

ry  which  u  aappertrd  not  only  by  the  moat  Incon-  j.aji.'^      aTul^j.  tt  • 

irovertlble  fkcU.  but  also  by  the  approbation  of  ^^^,   him  to  the  bottom.     He  Was  im- 

many  of  the  very  first  physiologists  of  the  pre-  mediately    brought    up   OUt  of  the   pit, 

sent  day.    Even  Dr.  Gregory  and  Mr.  Irrlne  ad»  thouo-h   m   an  annarentlv  lifelpss  atatp 

mU  that  the  salt  of  the  blood  la  esaenUal  to  the  ">0"K'*  '"  *"  apparenuy  uieiess  siaic, 

change  of  colour,  from  venous  to  arterial}  and  and  couveyed  nomc:    Dut  manitestmg 

•o  will  Dr.  Paris,  when  he  leaves  the  decision  of  signs  of  vitality  whilst  OU  the  way,  the 
thlsf|ttest|oD  torAer««f  o/'e]rper<m^f,ln  placeof        *„   „t^   o^^jL^-^i^/l  ^ui:«,^j   \i^  ♦^ 

referfing  it  to  the  opi«ioM  of  diatingiiished  pbi-  ™en  who  accompamed  obliged  him  to 

jfoaophers. 

I  have  been  cenanred,  also,  for  the 


drink  a  glass  of  brandy,  for  the  pur- 

which  I  have  made  with  respect  to  scurvyT  h"  if  P?««»  .*?,  ^^  affirmed,  ^'  of  enlivening 

I  bad  scarcely  seen  tbU  disease  previously  to  the  nis  spmts.        Having  entered  the  apart- 

pubiication  of  my  work  on  the  blood,  I  have  ment,  I  perceived  him  lying  upon  the 

since  visited  that  part  of  the  world  where  scurvy  v-j    ;„    «  o»o»<»   ^xl*  •.^•.«.^7  :»<><>.. oikll if »> 

Is  perhaps  more  prevalent  than   in  any  other.  Jj?  *^   *  ^tatC   oj  partial  insensibility. 

After  having   seen    this   disease   on  a  Urge  Uis  pulse  was  feeble  and  intermitting, 

•caie,  80  far  from  being  Induced  to  make  any  and  his  respiration  laborious:  his  cxtre- 

r«traction,   1  am  now  In  posaesxlon  of  the  moat         ...        _.  ^^ i  •  ,  .i  _c  e  aX. 

uneqolvocal  evidence  to  establish  the  accuracy  of  mities  werQ  COJd,  and  the  surface  ot  the 

the  opinions  which  J  have  formerly  advanced  body  generally  was  deprived  of  its  na- 

upon  this  subject  j    and  the  fear  of  offending  *u-„i    temneratur«»       On    bpino-    rouai>f1 

'*  distinguished  philosophers"  will  not  prevent  J"*^**    lemperaiurc.      un     oeing    rouseu, 

me  from  laying  this  evidence  before  the  public,  he  answered  in  an  incoherent  manner  to 
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any  question  that  was  proposed.  Tboueh  bat  as  there  was  considerable  tumefac- 
he  appeared  unconscious  of  pain,  tion  about  the  shoulder,  this  latter  was 
when  moved  from  one  part  of  the  bed  to  placed  upon  a  pillow,  and  directed  to  be 
the  other,  yet  he  occasionally  mani-  conatantlywettiBdwitD  a  diluted  solution 
fested  uneasiness  whilst  I  was  examin*  of  the  piumbi  acetas.  ^  The  following 
ing*  and  dressing  hu  wounds.  The  face  mixture  also  was  prescribed, 
was  much  tumeSed,  the  left  cheek  par-  ^  Splritas  AmmoniK  Aromat  3i8s. ; 
tially  lacerated,  and  an  extensive  wound  Confect  Aromat  3ij. ;  Misturw  Cam- 
was  seen  in  the  muscles  of  the  left  fore-  phone  Jiv. ;  Aquas  Pune  Jij.  M. ; 
arm.  From  evident  shortening  of  the  Capiat  cochleana  tria  magna  3tia 
limb,  and  erersion  of  the  foot,  a  fracture  yel  4taqn&que  hor&. 
WM  alio  di.covefed,  on  insi^tioii,  to  ^hree  P.M.-The  patient  bas  evinced 
ezMt  in  the  left  Uagb ;  bat  since,  from  .yjj^^tnmi  of  uneasiness  since  he  was 
the  lateness  of  the  hoar,  there  was  diffl-  jj^  gensibility,  however,  has  not 
oiltjr  ,n  obtaining  bandaees  and  as  been  reAoi«d,  thoujii  he  has  recovered 
diere  s««nied  but  little  nroWbilitv  tliat  .„ffldenUy  to  swfllow  a  few  table- 
he  woul*  survive  the  shock  which  ^  spoonsful  of  gruel.  Whenever  he  U 
constitution  bad  ?ustained,  I  contented  ,5d„,^  be  V*k»  »  »  <^onf„sed 
myself  merely  with   drawing  together  ^.„„««    '           '^ 

I''     A        xu    1         A  J      ^     J       <  manner, 

yr  suture  the  lacerated  parts,  dressing  gj  ^^  p.M.-Continues  to  lie  in    a 

tfiem  in  the  usual  manner   and  leaving  ^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^j  when  spoken  to.  is 

bim  for  the  remainder  of  the  night.  ^      ^  ^^^^      '   ^  difficult/  There  has 

At  day-»>«^*k  I  had  the  pleasure  of  ^        ^„  invSuntaiy  discharge  of  urine 

'"r^T'*'^'*?*^^'^^*''"!^"''"'*''  twice  or  three  timi  duringthe  after- 

who  had  been  invited  to  see  the  case.  „^„     p^^       .^^  ^„j  irSuble;  and 

The  patient  WW  stdl  labouring  under  the  skin  is  incl/ned  to  be  heated, 

the  eflecte  ansmg  from  concussion  of  7th. -The  night  has  been  passed  more 

*^!i^^{.""    The  pulse   was  nregular;  comfortably  than  was  expected ;  never- 

and  although   increased  in  frequency  j^  ,         ./,,^^    ^^^  characterized    by 

WM  deficient  in  power;    yet  warmth.  ^         ;^^  ^^.        ^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^ 

^t^ZJ^'''''''?r^  ^'^^^ .      I  ?il  l>ed.    The  banSages  have  slipped  from 

whole  body      After  making  a  minute  ^^  ^^^^  ^  ^^^  §,^^  reappliStdon  has 

and    careful    examination,    there    was  ^^  ^^^^^  necessary.  ^^'Pulse  rapid 

found  to  be  an  oblique  fracture  of  he  ^„j  ^brating ;    and  die  abdomen'^is 

lower  jaw,on  the  left  side,  near  to  tbe  rather  tense  Ind  tumid.     He  has  made 

symph^-sis;  a  fracture  of  the  head  of  the  j^^ng  the  night,  but  as  yet  there 

humerus  on  the    same    side ;    and    a  *...  k^^„  ««^;«««*:r« 

double  fracture  of  the  thigh  ;  the  upper  *""  ^^^  "^  digesUon. 

fracture  extending  through  the  cervix  R.    Inftisi   SennoB^iiiss. ;   ACagnesiaB 

femoris  and  into  the  trochanter  major,  f  ."^^P^tls  Jj*  5    Mistnr*  Camphoras 

and    the    lower  running    transversely  Pi- »  Tinct.  Sennas  Jss.    M.    Sumat 

through  the  shaft  of  the  bone,  about  one-  5*^""  ,'l'**^°l  "?^  3"*^"*^  ^""^ 

third  above  the  condyles.     Added   to  donee  alvus  ben^  soluU  fuent 

these,  there  was  fractured    pelvis,    to  Six  p.m. •» Although  he  was  drawn 

which  our  attention  was  primarily  di.  pretty  high  up  in  bed  at  the  last  visit, 

rectcd,  inconsequence  of  observing  con-  yet  nas  be.  from  constant  jactitation, 

siderable    contusion     and     ecchymosis  g^radually  slidden  down  to  the  old  posi- 

about  the  perineum  and  the  integuments  tion.    There  has  been  at  times  much 

thereto  acyoining.    The  fracture,  as  far  low  muttering  delirium ;  but  during  the 

as    we    could    ascertain,    ran  directly  periods    of  conscionsness  .he  has  fre  • 

through  the  crista  of  the  pubes,  con-  quently  inquired  for  something  to  drink.* 

tinning  its  course  towards  tne  left  ace-  Since  the  morning  he  has  taken  a  pint 

tabulam,  and  terminating  in  an  oblique  of  gruel,  in  small  quantities  frequently 

direction  through  the  upper  portion  of  repeated. 

the  ramus  ischii.  When  the  limb  was  8th. — Hitherto  there  has  been  no  eva- 
rotated,  a  distinct  crepitus  could  both  be  cuation  from  the  bowels,  but  there  con- 
heard  and  felt.  tinues  to  be  a  plentiful  discharge  of  the 
Having  effected  reduction,  the  frac-  urinary  secretion.  His  mother  tells  me, 
tured  thigh.and  jaw  were  dressed  in  the  that  in  the  night  he  for  the  first  time 
ordinary  way,  and  the  pelvis  was  en-  gave  indications  of  restored  sensibility 
circled  with  a  strong  linen  bandage ;  and  consciousness,  and  began  to  interro- 
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nte  ker  as  to  the  caute  of  tbe  accident  tenor  of  the  moutb.  The  wound  of  the 
He  bad  not  the  sli^test  recollection  of  cheek  has  healed  up. 
its  occurrence,  or  how  he  was  occupied  Dec.  29th.— To-day  he  has  been  car- 
pn^ioos  to  its  taking  place.  Tbe  tongrue  ried  down  sUim  for  the  fint  time  since 
IS  furred  and  dry;  tbe  pulse  is  quick ;  his  accident,  which  has  contributed  in 
and  tbe  abdomen  feels  hard  and  tumid,     no  little  way  to  bis  joj  and  comfort. 

R  Hydrar.  Submur.  gr*  i^-  >  Pul^.  Ja-  He  has^e  entire  use  of  bis  arm  and 
bkP>Bf  ^*  3uj.  M.  ft.  Puhis  statim  shoulder-joint,  and  can  perform  their 
>iun®n«ns.  various  motions  with  perfect  freedom. 

8  P.M.— Tbe  patient  has  experienced  Th«^ig*>  sppews  about  an  inch  shorter 
mach  relief  from  bavins  bad  two  copious  "•?"  M"*^  ®.^^«  «>"?<*  «"^«»  ^"'  *"«  «»» 
dejections.  There  has  been  a  slight  re-  ^^  *'  without  assisUnce.  He  expe- 
turn  of  pain  in  the  head,  accompanied  ^^^  wme  difficulty  m  sitting  un, 
with  occasional  aberrations;  but  upon  '~"*  ^«  weakness  sull  felt  about  the 
the  whole  he  is  better,  and  may  be  said  P**^'^'  apparatus.  The  pelvis  is  at  pre- 
to  bid  fair  for  an  ultimate  recovery.  ^  supported  by  the  circular  bandafire. 

9tb.— He  has  been  frequently  beard        *[?"•  ^^»  1834.— He  has  managed  to 
to  ramble  during  tbe  night,  and  lias  not    f.***^  "P,*®  "/  surgery  with  the  aid  of 
had  much  settled  sleep.     Complains  of    *""  crutches ;  but  he  complains  of  wesk- 
severe  pain  in  the  shoulder  and  hip,  tbe    »«"  *»  the  pelvis,  and  particularly  about 
former  of  which  appears  a  good  deal  tu-    *?«    acetabulum   <ff  the    injured  side, 
mefied.    There  is  also  much  pain  and    *«»o«ffh    he    states    that   be    feels    his 
uneasiness  about  the  bony  structure  of   •t«pgtb  to  be  increasing  rapidly. 
the  pelvis.    Tbe  wounds  in  the  face  and        ^^^^  12th.— To-dav  he  has  walked 
arm,  when  dressed,  looked  kind,  but    Y^  "*«  surpeijr  without  his  crutches,  hav- 
were    suppurating,— no    part    having    »ng  substituted  for  them  a  stick,  for  the 
healed  by  tbe  first  intention.     This  lat-    P"TM»e  of  keeping  himself  upright 
ter  circumstance,  however,  was  no  more 
than  could  be  expected  from  his  restless 

state,  and  the  constitutional  irritation  «,  ^^^»  t,,««,»^t^    ««-   «,«« 

nude;  which  he  laboured.     Pube  fre-  BLOODLETTING   BY   THE 

quent;  tongue  loaded  with  fur;  urine  P0Ly703fE. 

high  coloured ;  and  a  troublesome  cough, 

may  now  be  ranked  among  the  list  of  

symptoms.  y^  ^^  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Mist  Salin. 

14th. — Having  had  several  hours  of  *» 
sound  sleep,  he  expresses  himself  as  Having  in  some  observations  on  local 
greatly  refreshed.  He  says  his  cough  bloodletting,  published  in  tbe  Dublin 
IS  better,  and  bis  shoulder  pretty  free  Medical  Journal,  described  an  instru- 
from  pain ;  there  is  still  some  degree  of  ment  which  I  proposed  to  call  the  Poly- 
swelling,  attended  with  considerable  tome,  and  which  bad  for  its  object  to 
beat  ofsurface.  make  superficial  incisions  for  tbe  pur. 

16th.— The  case  continues  to  go  on  pose  of  drawing  blood,   I   have  been 

favourably,  and  no  unpleasant  symptom  much  gratified  by  learning  that  a  Mr. 

has  occurred  to  retard  tbe  curative  pro-  Thompson,    of  Whitehaven,  bad    pre- 

cesB.     Swelling  oftbe  shoulder  has  now  viously  devised  and  used  a  similar  in- 

entirely  subsided,  and  splints  and  ban-  strument;  and  that  the  result  of  bis  ex- 

dageshave  been  substituted  for  tbe  lo-  perienc^  was  such,  as  to  induce  him  to 

tion.     The  ligatures  have  come  away  prefer  it  to  the  common  box  scarificator, 

from  tbe  wounds  in  tbe  face  and  arm,  As,  however,  it  seems  fated  that  doctors 

which  are  healing  as  fast  as  possible.  must  difiTer,  I  have  to  notice  a  commu- 

23d.  —  Perfect    union    having    been  nication  from  Mr.  Knox,  in  a  late  No. 

pretty    nigh    accomplished,    the    four-  of  the  Lancet,  in  which  I  find  the  fol- 

taileJI  bandage  was  removed  from  the  lowing  objections : — 

jaw,attfae  request  oftbe  patient    There  1.   That  the   operation   is    slow  and 

is  no   overlapping  of  tbe  bone,   but  a  painful.    2.  That  if  done  quickly,  there 


58  DR.  UADHAM*S  ROMAN  CLINIQUE. 

extremely  difficult  to  use.    4.  That  in  the  box  scarificator  requires  both  hands, 

inexperienced  bands  it  would  prove  mis-  and  also  requires  a  considerable  pressure 

efaievous  and  disfigfuring'.  to  prevent  it  from  being  raised  up  when 

1.  The  slowness  and  painfulness.  A  the  phlemes  are  in  the  act  of  penetrat- 
cntting'  instrument  is  not  either  quick  or  ing  &e  skin.  In  the  case  of  children,  or 
slow,  except  as  it  is  rendered  so  by  the  the  insane,  the  poljtome  can  also  be 
operator.  Does  Mr.  Knox  meafe  to  as-  concealed  in  the  naud  even  at  the  mo- 
sert,  that  an  incision  can  be  made  in  a  ment  of  using  it. 

shorter  time  bj  the  action  of  a  steel  The  fourth  and  last  objection— that 
spring,  than  by  the  hand  of  the  opera^  in  inexperienced  hands  it  would  prove 
tor?  If  so,  he  must  be  prepared  to  de.  mischievous  and  disfiguring  —  applies 
fend  the  use  of  spring  bleedrag  phlemes  with  more  force  to  the  box  scarificator, 
iu  preference  to  lancets,  in  the  operation  inasmuch  as  its  incisions  must  neces- 
of  venesection ;  and  if  it  be  an  object  to  sarily  be  deep;  while  those  of  the  poly- 
diminish  pain,  that  can  onlj^  be  effected  tome  are  always  superficial.  With  re- 
by  dividing  as  little  of  the  integumenta  spect  to  both  instruments,  as  well  as  to 
as  possible,  which  desirable  object  is  at-  cupping  in  general,  the  value  of  expe- 
tained  by  the  polytome  making  linear  rience  cannot  be  estimated  too  highly, 
and  not  circular  incisions,  and  also  by  Those  who  have  witnessed  Baron  Lar- 
the  cutting  edges  being  kept  in  the  best  rey  makins^  superficial  incisions  with 
order,  which  is  rarely  done  in  the  box  only  one  blade,  for  the  purpose  of  draw- 
scarificator,  owing  to  the  trouble  of  tak-  ing  blood  by  means  of  cupping  glasses, 
ing  it  asunder.  The  shock  of  several  can  readily  appreciate  the  celenty  and 
blades  penetrating  the  skin  to  a  consi-  certainty  with  which  the  appropriate  in- 
derable  depth,  impelled  by  a  spring,  ia  cisions  can  be  made  by  toe  polytome. 
both  more  abhorrent  to  the  imagination.  The  improvement  in  the  use  of  the  in- 
and  more  painful  to  the  feeling,  than  the  strument  attainable  by  experience,  in- 
light  toucnes  of  lancets  moved  by  the  stead  of  being  an  objection,  ought  to 
hand  can  ever  be.  lead  to  a  more  patient  trial  of  it,  and 

2.  The  want  of  control  over  the  prevent  it  being  condemned  in  a  hasty 
length  of  the  incisions  cannot   be  oh-  manner. 

jected  to  the  polytome  more  than  to  any  With  these  observations  I  beg  to  re- 

other  cutting  instrument  used  in  sur-  commend  it  to  the  candid  judgment  of 

gery.     The  length  depends  on  the  ope-  your  readers. — I  am,  sir, 

rator  alone;  ana,  as  has  been  well  ob-  Your  obedient  servant, 

served  by  Mr.  Thompson,  the  person  is  Jonathan  Osborne,  M.D. 

incapable  of  following  the   profession  ^3^  Harcourt- street,  Dublin. 

who  cannot  make  a  short  or  a  long  m-  April  4»  1M4. 
cision  as  the  case  may  reouire.    The 

depth  can  be  regelated  by  holding  the     

instrument  under  the  fingers  at  a  certain 

angle;  and  this  circumsUnce  deterred  ROMAN  CLINIQUE, 

me  from  recommending  the  addition  of  jy^ni^o  the  winter  op  1833-4. 
a  guard  for  that  purpose,  as  was  at  first 

suggested.    Mr.  Thompson,  of  White-  Br  David  Badham,  M.D. 

haven,  however,  I  find,  strongly  recom-  Baddiffe  TraTeii.  Fellow,  &c.&c. 

mends  the  guard ;  and  some  polytomes  _w 

have  lately  l)een  made  by  Mr.  Thomp-  ^o  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 
son,  cutler,  in  this  citv,  which  leave  no- 
thing to  be  desired,    fhey  are  furnished  Sir, 

with   guards,  which  are  raised  or  de-  A  few  observations  on  the  hospitals  at 

pressea  by  means  of  a  screw  and  spring,  Rome  may  not  be  unaccepUble  to  vour 

so  that  the  depth  to  which  the  lancets  readers;    and  a  short  account  of  the 

are  to  penetrate  can  be  regulated  in  the  mode  of  practice  adopted  here,  made  by 

most  exact  manner.    Those  instruments  a  person  on  the  spot,  may  not  even  be 

are  also  easily  taken  asunder,  and  may  without  its  use  to  the  over-bold  in  the 

be  kept  clean  without  trouble.  use   of  the  lancet.     Sto.  Spirito  is  the 

8.  In  case  of  restiveness  on  the  part  principal  hospital  at  Rome ;  some  idea 

of  the  patient,  the  polytome  clearly  has  of  its  capacity,  in   the  only  sense  in 

the  advantage,  inasmuch  as  it  requires  which  that  capacity  is  interesting  to  the 

the  use  of  only  one  hand,  and  leaves  the  physician,  will   be  better  conveved  to 

other  free  te  restrain  the  patient ;  while  the  reader  by  a  glance  at  the  following 


DR.  BAOHAM  9  ROMAN  CLINIQUE. 


60 


Tabley  than  by  a  more  len^endd  de-  Foundling  Hospital  or  Lunatic  A»yluni, 
acription  of  the  lengtli  of  its  wings  or  which  are  connected  however  with  the 
waraa.     I  say  nothing  at  present  of  the    building.    Tlie  report  is  for  last  year. 


On 
let  of  UnruTf,  1638. 

RIOMtil. 

Eatrail. 

Total. 

Left 

Cured. 

• 

Died. 

Rlmaetl 

•t  end  of  the 

p«»t  Ye«r 

1898. 

Ward  of  "  Febbricit- 
tanti" 

Old  Cues. 

396 

35 

5 

11 

3 

10 

28 

New  Cmcs. 

9437 

416 

13 

107 

25 

380 

196 

9833 
451 
18 
118 
28 
390 
224 

8944 
346 
14 
19 
88 
366 
46 

781 

69 

3 

93 

3 

15 

157 

208 
36 
3 
7 
3 
9 
21 

Suxgical  ward    

Ward  for  the«<  Operati" 

Phthiaical  ward 

Scorbutic  ward 

Clinical  ward 

Chronic  case  ward.  • . . 

This  hospital  does  not  receive  wo- 
men. The  fact  of  the  chronic  cases 
bein^  so  few,  does  not  arise  from  any 
scarcity  of  such  cases,  but  because  the 
great  hospital  St.  Jacomo  in  the  Corso, 
called  the  hospital  of  the  incurables,  is 
appropriated  to  this  purpose.  Dr.  Tag- 
liabo  IS  at  present  clinical  physician,  as 
they  change  every  year :  tne  number  of 
pupils  who  go  round  with  him  is  gene- 
raUT  about  fifty;  I  believe  there  are 
eighty  whose  names  are  registered.  The 
way  of  taking  down  cases  is  very  good : 
a  printed  paper  is  put  into  the  hands  of 
the  clerk,  and  this  paper  is  divided  into 
columns,  each  column  being  headed  by 
some  word  which  suggests  the  questions 
in  the  order  which  they  ought  to  be 
put.  Eta  —  Costituzione  —  Girone  di 
vita — Dimora — Morbiprecedenti—Epo- 
ca  della  malattia^CaiuS  manifesti — 
Fenomeni  de*  corti — Rimedi  usati — De- 
notnenhzione  della  malattia'-^Malattie 
regnanti — Qualita  di  stagione.  Such  are 
the  questions.  A  last  column  is  left 
open  for  any  clinical  observation  that 
may  occur  from  day  to  day  during  the 
progress  of  the  disease;  and  on  the  back 
of  uiese  papers  an  account  is  given  of 
the  autopsy,  if  the  patient  die.  Dr.  Tag- 
liabo  is  a  sensible  and  very  learned  phy- 
sician,— a  little  too  much  addicted,  per- 
haps, to  the  ancients ;  but  he  preaches 
▼err  good  sermons  from  the  scriptures 
of  Hippocrates  and  Celsus.  The  com- 
plaints nave  been  infiammatory,  almost 
without  exception ;  so  that  the  clinical 
ward  has  been  filled  with  them  :  the 
organs  primarily  affected,  almost  with . 
out  exception,  have  been  the  respirator;^ 


ones;  though  metastasis  to  the  iutes- 
tines,  or  the  head,  have  been  not  very 
unfrequent.  What  a  field  is  here  for 
studying  accurately  the  various  affec- 
tions ofthe  chest ! — yet,  will  the  reader 
believe,  that  here  (where  its  employment 
would  be  so  useful)  the  stethoscope  is 
wholly  unknown,  and  percussion  never, 
by  any  accident,  bad  recourse  to  ?  Need 
I  say,  then,  that  accuracy  of  diagnosis 
IS  not  ever  attempted ;  and  that  pneu- 
monia,  pleurisy,  and  bronchitis,  are  all 
jumblea  together  in  the  word  "  polmoney 
It  is  but  a  few  days  since  I  heard  a 
clinical  lecture  on  nydropericaidium, 
and  the  difficulty  of  distinguishing  it 
from  hydrothorax!  Taking  a  case  at 
present  in  the  C Unique,  he  proceeded  to 
show,  and  truly,  the  insufficiency  of  any 
of  the  signs  laid  down  by  Testa,  Krysig, 
Corvisart,  &c.,  but  said  not  a  won! 
about  percussion  or  auscultation,  though 
it  must  have  struck  any  one  who  had 

S'lVen  the  subject  a  moment's  reflection, 
at  even  the  first  of  these  means,  prac- 
tised in  different  positions  of  the  body, 
must,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  settle  the 
question  at  once.  There  has  been  a 
strong  tendency  towards  suppuration  in 
the  acute  affections  of  the  lungs  this 
year :  a  small  vibrating  pulse,  with  re- 
mission of  fever  towards  morning,  has 
not  unfrequently  continued  even  TOyond 
the  fourteenth  day;  but  this  has  not 
always  followed  the  aphorism  of  Hippo- 
rates,  and  ended  in  empyema  or  ah. 
scess.  Dr.  T.  remarks,  tnat,  as  a  ge- 
neral  rule,  if  the  cough  be  dry  beyond 
the  fourth  or  fifth  day,  the  case  gene- 
rally  terminates  fatally.     He  views  the 
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cfaaractcr  of  the  expectoration  as  the  Itdiatt  doctoirs  utiderstaud  a  first  stag^e 

best  evidence  of  the  state  of  narts;  and  of  inflammation — an    erythema,    as  it 

tvbenever  it  begins  to  get  thick,  con',  were,  of  any  part  or  texture  of  the  body ; 

cocted,  and  opaque,  he  pronounces  his  so  that  they  have  a  gastric  rheumatism, 

patients  safe,  nowever  the  pulse  or  other  a  rheumatism  of  the  mucous  membrane 

symptoms  may  be ;  sometimes  a  pleuro  of  the  lungfs,  of  the  peritoneal  coat,  and 

pneumonia  ofthe  lung  has  produced  sup-  all  the  other  coats  of  the  intestines,  as 

Duration  in  a  distant  part,  of  the  bod^.  well    ns  of  the    muscles    and   joints. 

We  have  had  three  cases  of  pneumonia  Pleurisy,  &c.  are  therefore  only  removed 

in  which  the  brain  has  suffered ;  one  from  the  head  of  rheumatic  affections 

terminated  fatally:    copious    epistaxis  wh^n  violent;  it  has  then  passed  the 

has  been    critical    with   three,    nature  rheumatic  stage  of  inflammation, 

kindly  performing  what  the  doctor  was  We  have  iust  had  an  interesting  case 

afraid   to  perform,  and    snatching  the  of  Italian  rheumatism.     A  man  came 

Satients  from  the  jaws  of  deaUi :  a  into  the  hospital  with  a  violent  pain  in 
iarrhoea  has  cured  another,  contrary  to  his  head :  an  encephalitis  was  apprc- 
the  aphorism, — "  Ihro  vAcvpinSof,  iy  vro  bended ;  he  was  bled,  and  treated  d  Can- 
wtpartf€vfunnfis  ^xofi^yw,  iia^fgoiri  wvtyty  Hphlogittique,  Suddenly  the  pain  lefl 
yofunif  KOKoy;^* — but  Hippocrates  means  his  head,  and  attacked  his  chest,  and 
a  violent,  not  a  gentle  fluxion,  of  the  all  the  symptoms  of  a  pleurisy  set  in, 
bowels.  Areteus  says,  bilious  stools  to  in  their  turn  succeeded  by  peritoneal 
those  who  have  bilious  sputa,  are  good,  inflammation ;  then  came  strangury  and 
(vide  Pneumonia  in  Aret.)  Bilious  here  inflammation  of  the  bowels ;  and  lastly 
means  the  rusty-coloured  expectoration  of  a  general  dropsy  supervened,  and  car- 
pneumonia,  I  suppose.  I  nave  made  a  ried  the  patient  off, — all  in  eleven  days. 
f'cneral remark, thatin  all  thecases  where  All  the  serous  membranes  were  found  to 
lood  has  been  abstracted,  (and  much  contain  fluid  ;  the  pericardium  was 
has  been  abstracted  within  these  four  greatly  distended  with  a  reddish  Ijrmph ; 
months,  the  cases  being  all  inflammatory)  Uie  pleurie  were  seats  of  considerable  ef- 
the  bufff  coat  has  been  rarely  present,  fusion  ;  and  serum  poured  out  in  large 
and  only  in  one  instance  of  con*  quantities  on  opening  into  the  cavity  of 
sidcrable  thickness  and  firmness; —  the  peritoneum.  The  encephalon  pre- 
juery,  may  not  the  Italian  mode  of  liv-  sented  nothing  remarkable ;  nor  was 
ing,  their  vegetable  diet,  excesses,  in-  there  any  trace  of  any  other  morbid  ac- 
activitv,  and  the  want  of  hardiness  of  tion  than  the  effusions, 
their  frame,  be  productive  of  a  blood  in  Almost  all  the  patients  ofthe  clinique 
which  the  serum  is  greater  in  proportion  had  had  intennittent  fever  within  the 
to^  the  red  globules  and  fi brine,  than  last  two  years.  Dr.  T.  had  bled  a  pa- 
with  us,  who  live  different  lives?  Though  tient  in  the  seventeenth  day  of  a  pleu- 
whoUyaveraeto  the  present  modeofvene-  risy,  and  thought  it  necessary  to  justify 
section  in  Italy,  yet  it  cannot  be  doubt-  his  practice  by  an  appeal  to  the  ancients, 
ed,  I  think,  that  if  this  were  practised  Without  going  the  length  of  Galen,  who 
upon  even  Uieir  most  plethoric  patients,  says  you  are  to  bleed  whenever  there  is 
as  it  is  with  us,  an  alarming  depression  a  violent  pain  (strange,  that  Galen,  who 
of  the  powers  of  life  would  succeed,  knew  so  much  about  the  nerves,  should 
if  indeed  the  vital  spark  were  not  quite  not  have  restricted  his  injunction  !)  Dr. 
extinguished.  Notoing  can  be  more  T.  thinks  bleeding  advisable  whenever 
nervous  than  the  Italian  doctor,  unless  there  is  a  '* plethora  ad  sanguinem"-^ 
it  be  the  patients  whom  they  have  to  including  under  this  head  not  only  all 
treat.  I  nave  known  the  pulse  of  a  cases  where  there  is  too  much  blood,  but 
convalesent  man  rise  in  frequency,  and  where  the  consistence  of  the  blood  is 
come  thumping  against  your  finger,  as  too  thick.  His  rule  as  to  quantity  is  to 
Dr.  T.,  **"  tnagnA  comitante  catervA,"  take  just  so  much  as  to  remove  the  im- 
entered  the  ward,  and  fall  in  no  time  pediment  to  the  free  circulation ;  and  all 
when  he  had  passed  on  to  the  next  bed.  beyond  this  he  deprecates  as  bad  and 
I  was  surprised  when  first  I  began  unnecessary.  Larf e  bleedings  are  to 
my  attendance  at  the  hospital,  to  hear  a  be  utterly  abhorred  oy  all  rational  prac- 
great  many  affections  caned  rheumatic,  titioners.  I  never  knew  him  take  more 
which  appeared  to  me  to  have  nothing  than  ten  ounces,  and  this  is  thought  a 
in  common  with  that  complaint.  I  have  great  bleeding;  from  seven  to  eight  is 
gradually  collected,  in  conversations  tlie  average, 
with  Dr.  T.,  that  by  rheumatism  the  '  Dr.  T.  thinks  the  small  bard  charac- 
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ter  of  the  pulse  in  certain  cases  of  deep-  clear,  the  proipiosis  was  always  graTe. 

seated  inflammation,  to  be  the  result  of  Ottovoi^iv  ovpa  Sto^ovca    Xcvjca,    wotmipat 

the  over-stimulating  quality  of  the  blood,  /ioAurro  8f  w  ^guitfrrucotai  wti^rrok,^ 

which  causes  the  artery  to  contract  ri-  Hippoeratei, 

^dly ;  but  then  it  b  obvious  to  all  why,  A  young  man  of  healthy  constitution, 

if  this  were  the  rationale  of  the  pheno-  and  29  letat.,  was  seized  on  the  27th  Ja- 

menon,  it  does  not  occur  constantly  ?  nuary  with  rigors,  followed  by  a  cough 

The  pulse  of  the  patients  remains  firene-  and  pain,    and    all  the   symptoms   of 

rally  quick  for  some  time  afler  the  in-  pneumonia.     He  had  bad   intermittent 

flammatoiy  disease  has  left  them.  There  fever  last  year.     Before  entering*  the 

have  been  many  instances  of  this;  and  hospital  he  had  been  bled  to  ^xij.  by 

it  ^ve  rise  to  a  remark  from  Dr.  T.,  some  daring  practitioner.    He  had  some 

which  I  do  not  remember  to  have  seen  headache ;  the  pain  in  chest  was  fixed 

explicitly  enunciated  before,  "  that  in  to  lower  part  ot  leftside;  his  skin  was 

acute  diseases  generally,  it  was  usual,  dr^,  but  not  very  hot ;  respiration  only 

and  quite  to  be  expected,  that  the  arte-  slightly    embarrassed  ;    urgent    thirst, 

rial,    muscular,  and  nervous    systems.  He  was  ordered  decoct,  pectorale  (which 

should   recover  their  functions  by  no  is  made  of  liquorice,  mallows,  &c.),  and 

means  synchronously."    This  appears  to  was  hied  three  times  on  the  first  day. 


roe  to  be  a  sensible  remark,  andof  con*    3^"J*  ®^^^  time,  ^he  blood  was  slightly 

_        _  _       -    bafied.      Notwitiistanding  these  vene- 
titioner,  who'  may  think  a  disease  merely    sections,  he  could  not  sleep  that  night 


siderable  importance  to  the  young  prac- 


diminished,  and  insidiously  lurking  to  for  the  pertinacity  of  his  cough.    On  the 

break  out  again,  when  in  fact  it  is  gone,  second  day  the  pain  had  extended  con- 

Tbe  diminution  of  the  symptoms  of  a  siderably;  the  pulse  had  acquired  a  vi- 

disease,  and  the  disappearance  of  its  brating  feel ;  the  sputa  scanty,  and  thin 

most  prominent  or  important  symptoms,  in  consistence.    A  little  gum  was  added 

are  worthy  of  attention.    The  different  to  his  decoction,  and  he  was  bled  twice 

systems  of  the  body  sympathize,  no  in  the  course  of  that  day  (^riij*  each 

doubt,  with  each  other ;  but  the  sympa-  time);   the  blood  bufled    and  cupped. 

thy  is  general,  not  intimate  or  neces-  At  twelve  he  broke  out  into  a  general 

sary.     Fhysiology  shews  how  parts  may  sweat,  which  bad  no  effect  in  slajring 

live,  independent  (for  a  certain  time)  of  the  disease.     Third  day  better ;  sputa 

each  other,  or  of  the  whole.     I  have  gettine^  thicker ;  pain  confined  to  upper 

lately  performed  some  experiments  on  part  of  left  lung  ;  venesectio  ad  ^viii. ; 

the  Oritlus,  whieh  go  to  prove  the  indi-  vesicatoria  ij.  to  thighs.   Eveninfif  twice 

Tiduality,  so  to  speak,  of  the  life  of  dif-  bled  again  ad  .^liij  ;  blood  still  buffed  ; 

ferent  parts.    Smith  even  mentions  an  an  enema  was  administered ;    a  little 

insect  that  copulated  three  times  after  syrup,  althee^  and   ttixx.  of  aq.  laur. 

ita  head  was  off  (Words worth.)    In  cer*  cerass.  in  a  Jvj.  mixture.    Founh  day 

tain  diseases  Twhich  is  still  more  to  the  much  better ;  gr.  iv.  of  Kermes'  mineral 

point),  we  fina  paralysis  of  the  muscular  were  added  to  the  Jvj.  mixture ;  twelve 

structure  of  parts,  wnile  sensation  conti-  leeches  to  upper  part  of  left  lung ;  no 

nues ;  and,  vice  versA,  the  function  of  bleeding  this  day.     On  the  fifth  day  a 

the  nerves  may  be  stopped,  while  the  remarkable  change  for  the  better  oc- 

power  of  motion  remains, — all  such  in-  curred ;  there  was  a  remission  of  the  fe- 

stances  establishing  a  greater  degree  of  ver;  the  pain  had  disappeared,  or  was 

independence  than  is  supposed.     Dis-  scarcely   sensible;  the   breathing   was 

ease,  then,  seems  to  quit  the  body  gra«  natural ;  the  sputa  were  dense  and  ma- 

dually,  unequally,   and,  as  it  were,  d  tured ;  he  went  on  with  his  barley-wa- 

plufieurs  reprises.  ter,  and  two  blisters  were  placed  again 
After  ten  days  suffering  from  an  in*  •  between  the  thighs.     On  the  morning  of 

tense  headache,  a  patient  whose  urine  the  sixth  day  ful  was  goinff  on  well; 

had  been  turbid  voided  some  clear  wa-  but  in  the  evening  he  complained  of  a 

ter,  and  recovered.      Dr.  T.  told  me,  pain  in  the  upper  part  of  right  thiarh, 

that  wherever  he  had  remarked  a  thick  aggravated   upon    coughing.      Twelve 

urine  which  left  a  sediment,  in  acute  leeches  were  ordered  to  anus,  and  he 

and    painful    affections   of   the    head,  went    on   drinking    his    barley-water, 

be  had  found  it  critical,  or  of  good  au-  with   aq.    laur.  cerass.   9j.   to  Ibiijss. 

gury;  while,on  the  other  hand,  if  in  such  Seventh  day  same  state  of  body,  and 

affections  the  urine  became  limpid  and  same  treatment;  towards  evening cougl) 
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again  increased,  pnlse  became  more  fine-  convex  surface  of  the  diaphra^,  near 

qoent  and  hard,  and  there  was  a  very  the  vertebral  column,  and  changing  or 

painful  sensation  on  coughing  at  the  supplanting  the  place  of  the  psoas  and 

upper  part  ofthe  right  thigh.     Retook  internal    iliac    muscles,    it    descended 

a  saline  draught.     On  the  eighth  his  down  to  Poupart's  ligament,  under  the 

situation  was  alarming ;  his  pulse  was  rinff,  throusfh  which  it  had  begun  al- 

hard,  very  quick;  his  countenance  sunk;  ready  to  make  its  way,  when  the  patient 

his  lips  pallid;  respiration   small  and  ,died. 

frequent ;  great  restlessness ;  no  pain  in  This  case  suggests  many  interesting 
chest,  but  a  very  distressing  pain  in  the  observations ;  I  have  only  space  to  make 
thigh,  shootinp  from  the  groin  and  right  one.  If  this  man  had  been  treated  after 
iliac  region,  increased  by  the  least  mo-  our  way,  might  he  not  have  recovered  ? 
tion.  Urine  had  a  white  precipitate;  Incases  of  acute  inflammation,!  should 
four  grains  of  Kermes'  mmeral  were  as  soon  expect  to  hear  of  an  Italian  doc- 
given  in  barley-water;  twelve  leeches  tor's  success,  as  that  a  fortress  might  be 
again  apnlied  to  anus.  In  the  night  stormed  by  pop-guns,  or  a  conflagration 
many  stools  were  passed,  and  he  sweated  put  out  by  a  squirt;  but  very  acute 
profusely.  On  the  ninth  his  counte-  eases  I  have  not  seen  treated ;  and  I  am 
nance  had  undergone  a  remarkable  bound  to  express  not  only  my  high  opi- 
changefor  the  worse ;  expectoration  has  nion  of  Dr.  T.'s  good  sense,  but  to  say 
ceased;  right  hypochondrium  is  tumid  ;  that  I  think  his  success  is  much  on  an 
twelve  more  leeches.     In  the  night  pro-  average  with  what  it  would  be  in  Eng- 

fuse  sweat,  diarrhoea,    and    tenesmus,    land. I  am  sir 

Tenth,  evidently  sinking;  says  he  has  You/obedient  servant, 

less  pain  in  the  thigh,  and  more  in  the  jy^  Badham. 

chest ;  (edematous  extremities.    At  about  Rom«,  March  17, 1M4. 
six  in  the  evening  pain  of  thigh  ceased ; 

anxiety  of  countenance  gradually  gave  "" 

way  to  the  pallor  of  death,  which  took  case  of 

place  about  six  hours  after  the  sudden  «^,^^,,,^,_ 

cessation  of  pain.  POISONING  by  ARSENIOUS  ACID ; 

A%Uop»y.---Oii  opening  the  head,  the  With  Dissection  and  Remarks. 
braiu  and  its  membranes  were  found 

healthy ;  the  vessels  of  the  pia  mater  ^^  ^^^^  K.  Booth,  M.D. 

were  injected.     The  thorax  being  ex-  Oneof  thtPhygicfanjof  the  BiniiBgfa«m  G«ii«- 

posed,  slewed  the  lungs  adhering  to  the  Tf^"  y^d:k."^o?cfo"!"' ''  *'*  **^^''  '''''^' 

pleurte    costalis    and    diaphragmatica ;  

the  left  lung  was  wholly  hepattzed,  and 

the  bronchi  were  filled  with  purulent  Elizabeth  Martin,  set.  24,  a  married 

matter,  which  exuded  on  pressure.    The  woman,  was  brought  into  the  hospital 

pericardium   contained  a    considerable  on  the  evening  of  the  24th  of  March, 

quantity  of  an  aqueous  fluid.     In  the  at  about  half-past  seven  o'clock,  having, 

abdomen   the  omentum  was  found  de-  by  the  report  of  those  who  conveyed  her, 

stroyed  for  one-third  of  its  extent;  there  swallowed    half  an'  ouncd  of  arsenic, 

was  a  considerable  eflusion  into  the  pe-  about  two  hours  previously.     She  bad 

ritoneal  cavity ;  the  small  intestines  had  taken  an  emetic,  a  little  more  than  an 

patches    of    arborescent    inflammation  hour  after    the    poison,    which    acted 

upon  them  (vide  Billard  Memb.  Muo.)  ]>romptly,  bringing  away  a  large  quan- 

Both  liver  and  spleen  were  enlarged  ;  tity  of  fluid  from  her  stomach,  m  which 

the  former  was  of  a  light  red  colour  in-  small  gritty  particles  of  arsenic  were 

temally ;  and  externally  the  spleen  was  palpabfy  noticed  by  the  medical  atten-. 

covered  by  a  thick  false  membrane ;  and  *  dant.     fJer  countenance  is  now  pallid, 

there  were  two  unnatural  productions,  extremities  cold,  eyes  suffused,  pupils 

Or  secreted  bodies,  which  were  not  tu-  somewhat  dilated,  but  contracting  on 

bercles — one  of  the  size  of  a  nut,  the  the  anproach  of  light.     She  speaks  now 

other  rather  larger  than  an    almond,  and  tnen,  with  effort,  but  appears  insen- 

The  inguinal  glands  of  the  right  side  sible.    Pulse  90,  and  very  compressible, 

were  indurated,  and  cut  almost  fike  car-  She  refused  to  swaUow  mucilaginous 

tilage.    Lastly,  an  abscess  occupied  a  diluents,  and  consequently  the  stomach - 

great  portion  of  the  right  side  of^  abdo>  pump  was  used.      The  stomach    was 

men ;  it  extended  from  as  high  as  the  nlled  and  emptied  six  or  seven  times 
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with  soap  and  water,  and  a  little  car-  of  medicine,  but  more  especiii]ly  not  to 

bonate  of  soda.    A  mixture  of  castor  anj  one  whose  duties  may  connect  him 

and   olive  oil  was   then  injected,  but  with  a  larg«  manufacturing  community, 

symptoms  of  collapse  had  already  copie  can  the  present  subject  erer  seem  trite 

on,  the  pulse  became  very  weak,  the  or  unimportant. 

pupils  contracted  and  fixed,  the  surface  In  treadnflf  cases  of  arsenions  poison, 

COM,  and  she  had  riolent  purging^.   She  the  efforts  of  the  vis  medicairix  natura 

lingered  till  midnig^ht,  and  expir^.  and  the  precepts  of  practice  alike  in- 

Postmortem   mppearances,   16  Amcrt  struct  us,  with  all  possible  promptitude, 

softer  dlfaM.— The  vessels  of  the  brain  to  evacuate  the  stomach  by  vomiting^. 

were  fforged  with  dark  blood.    There  This  is  the  primary  indication,  and  on 

was  slight  subarachnoid  serous  eflusion,  its  e/fecfiuic  fulfilment,  I  would  say,  the 

but  the  ventricles  were  empty.     The  rescue  of  life  depend!?.    It  is,  however, 

substance  of  the  brain  was  firm,  that  of  not  odcn  possible :  sometimes  a  previ. 

the  cerebellum  firmer  than  usual.  ously  loaded  stomach  may  envelop  in  its 

The  lungs  were  in  a  state  of  conges-  contents  the  corrosive  ingredient,  and 

tion  sufficient  to  have  completely  im-  facilitate  its  ejection  by  vomiting.     A 

peded  respiration.    The  heart  was  not  medical  friend  informs  me  that  he  wit- 

particttlarW'  loaded;  the  cavities  of  the  nessed  a  case  wherein,  after  a  fullmeaf, 

right  side  being  nearly  empty.  an  ounce  of  corrf^ive  sublimate  had  been 

The  oesophagus  downwards,  to  within  swallowed;   and,  by  timely  vomiting, 

half  an  incn  of  the  cardiac  orifice,  was  the  subject  of  this  rash  act  escaped  with 

inflamed.    The  whole-  internal  surface  comparative  impunity.    We  can,  so  far 

of  the  stomach  was  of  an  intense  scarlet  as  my  experience  instructs  me,  seldom 

colour,  and  the  mucous  membrane  was  hope,  in  cases  of  arsenious  poisoning, 

constricted  into  ruga;,  to  which  some  of  to  divest  the  stomach,  under  any  circum- 

the  arsenic,  enveloped  in  a  viscid,  tena-  stances,  by  vomiting,  so  efl*ectually  of 

eious  mucous,  adhered   in  two  places,  the  noxious  particles  of  the  acid,  as  to 

The  inflammation  of  the  stomach  ter-  supersede  other  subsequent  indications 

minated  at  the  entrance  of  the  ocsopha-  of  treatment,  the  next  of  which  will  be 

gus,  by  a  well-defined  limit.    Numerous  to  remove  or  extingnish,  by  the  aid  of 

darik  spots  and  small  dark  streaks  were  the   stomach-pump   and  proper  fluids, 

universally  sprinkled  over  the  internal  the  remaining  poison.     Here,  then,  a 

surface,  but  particularly  at  the  cardiac  question  may  be  raised  as  to  the  proper 

extremity  of  the  stoinach.  fluid.      I  would  say  lime-water:   cer- 

There  was  redness  and  increased  vas-  tainly  not  the  alkaline  solutions.    The 

cnlarity  of  the  duodenum,  jejunum,  and  latterwere,  I  am  of  course  aware,  adopted, 

ileum.     The    colon  was    exceedingly  in  the  treatment  of  the  case  prefixed  to 

constricted,  barely  admitting  the  pas-  these  observations,  by  my  colleague. 

sage  of  a  finger.    The  solitary  glands  Indeed,  distinguished  authorities  seem 

were  more  prominent  than  natural,  and  opposed  to  each  other  on  this  point  of 

of  a  pale  appearance.    The  veins  on  the  treatment.      Dr.  Paris  fPharmacologia, 

inner  surface  of  the  ciecom  and  com-  edit.  8th,  page  109),  enforces  the  use  of 

mencement  of  the  colon,  had  a  very  lime  water,  and  deprecates  that  of  alka- 

beautiful  arborescent  appearance,  from  line  solutions,  excepting  (see  his  note) 

congestion;  and  this  was  still  more  con-  under    circumstances    and    limitations 

spicuons  on  the  mucous  membrane  of  which  would  apparently  reduce  the  ex- 

tne  bladder.  ception  to  little  more  than  hypothetical. 

The  kidneys  were  of  a  darker  hue  Dr.  Christison  (Treatise  on  Poisons,  edit. 

than    natural.     The  spleen  and  liver  2d,  p.  320)  regards  the  arsenite  of  lime 

healthy,  but  the  vessels  of  the  latter  as  useless,  because,  although  insoluble 

were  turgid,  and  its  size  rather  large.  in  water,  it  is  so  soluble  in  the  juices  of 

the  stomach  as  to  allow  of  the  introduc- 

Arsenious  acid   is    extensively    em-  tionof  a  sufficient  quantity  of  the  poison 

ployed  in  this  town,  is  easily  obtained,  into  the  blood   to  prove   fatal.     Orfila 

andf  its  fatal   properties  are  popularly  admits  the  efficacy  of  lime  water,  if  the 

familiar.   Hence  it  is  not  surprising  that  poison  be  in  a  liquid  state: — **  II  se 

it  should  be  more  frequently  resorted  to  forme  dans  ce  cas  un  arsenite  de  chanx 

than  an^  other  of  the  ^isons  for  the  insoluble    qui   n'agit  que  tr^s    faiMe- 

destruction  of  life.    To  no  practitioner  ment."    He  does  not  mention  the  action 
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* 

of  the  gastric  juices  as  interfering  with  tuntted  (let  it  for  distinction  be  termed) 

this  result;  on   the  contraiy,  he  con-  gaatric  acids;    yiz.   the    muriatic  and 

tinues :— **  Nous  avoQs  donne  a  des  petits  dilute  acetic  acid.    No  effect  was  pro- 

chiens  jusqa*a  4  grains  de  ce  poison  duced.     Lime  water  was  then  added, 

liquide :  nous  leur  avons  fait  aTaler  de  and  the  same  result,  as  in  the  first  e\r 

I'eau  de  chaux,  ett7«  n'en  onf  pa«^f^  tM-  periroent,  ensued:    the  arsenious  acid 

commodiM."      (Toxicologic,  3me.  edit  was  changed  into  a  substance    which 

p.  441.)    M.  Orfila,  however,  adds: —  floated  in  the  liquid,  being  a  precipitate 

^'  Comme  c*est  presque  toujours  k  Vetat  of  arsenite  of  lime,  and  appeared  rather 

$Qlide  que  Ton  prend   cette  substance  more    dense    l^an    in  the  former  ex- 

veiieneuse,  VutiltU  de  Teau  de  chaux  periment. 
est  pres(iue  nu/Ze."    It  is  evident  that        These  experiments  tend  to  show,  that. 


is  discouraged  by  Dr.  Christison,  on  viate  the  chemical  objection  opposed  hy 
grounds  at  variance  with  the  result  of  Dr.  Christison  to  its  use.  We  are  uojt 
M.  Orfila's  experiments,  as  to  the  to  forget,  too,  that  although  primarily, 
action  of  the  juices  of  the  stomach,  it  is  not  merely  to  the  itamach  that  the 
No  interference,  no  counter-action,  was  deleterious  contact  of  the  poison  is  ex^ 
observed  by  Orfila  from  the  cause  al-  tended:  we  can  trace  its  presence  and 
leged  by  Dr.  Christison,  on  apparently  effects  throughout  the  whole  alimentary 
chemical  erounds.  No  one,  however,  tube.  It  is,  therefore,  a  desideratum  to 
can  possibly  be  better  aware  than  Dr.  obviate  its  absorption  by  destroying, 
Christison  nimself  of  the  change  in-  and  not  increasing,  its  solubility :  lime 
duced  in  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  water  has  certainly  the  former,  while 
secretions  of  organs,  when  acted  upon  by  the  alkaline  solutions  have  as  certainly 
violent  irritants ;  and  it  is  consequently  the  latter  tendency ;  and  are  directly 
not  determinable,  d  priori,  what  comhi-  calculated,  therefore,  to  increase  the  de- 
nations  will  take  place  in  the  stomach  leterious  influence  of  the  arsenic.  In  a 
under  such  circumstances.  To  the  che-  great  many  instances  I  know  all  efforts 
mical  objection  stated  by  Dr.  Christi-  may  be  futile.  The  arsenious  acid  often 
son,  I  would  beg  to  oppose  the  results  imbeds  itself  in  the  thick  tenacious 
of  the  following  «imple  experiments,  mucus  adhering  to  the  inner  surface  of 
which  tend  to  prove  chemically  that  the  stomach,  and  defies  all  solvents  to 
arwnious  acid  may  be  changed  by  com-  reach  it.  An  instance  of  this  description 
bination  in  the  stomach,  to  arsenite  of  is  afforded  in  the  case  and  dissection 
lime,  if  its  juices  be  taturated  hy  car^  prefix^  to  these  observations.  I  have 
botutte  off  lime.  noticed  the  same  fact  in  others.     Dr. 

Roupel,  aJso,  in  his  plates  in  illustration 

-    Experimenis, — 1.  One  grain  of  arse-  of  the  effects  of  poisons,  gives  another, 

nious  acid  was  added  to  two  ounces  of  M.  Orfila  (Loc.  Cit.  p.  382)  mentions  a 

lime  water,  and  gently  agitated.    The  remarkable  instance  of  a  cj/it,  in  which 

arsenic  was  soon  entirely  changed  into  arsenious  acid  was  contained  in  cells, 

a    substance    that    was   suspended    or  Dupuytreu  considered  the  formation  of 

floated  in  the  liquid,  being  a  precipitate  this  cyst  to  have  been  the  result  of  two 

of  arsenite  of  lime.     Munatic  acid  and  poisonings  antecedent  to  that  which  ter- 

dilute  acetic  acid,  forming  the  acid  pro-  minated  the  person's  life.    The  sequelie, 

perties  of  the  gastric  juice,  were  then  even  in  cases  of  fortunate  rescue  of  the 

added ;  they  redissolvcd  the  precipitate  patient  from  impending  destruction,  are 

immediately.  always  wretcbea  ;  but  still  it  is  morally 

A  portion  of  the  preceding  mixture  of  incumbent  on  the  physician  to  omit  no 

muriatic  and  dilute  acetic  acids  was  then  means  or  effort  to  save  and  prolong  life  : 

saturated  with  chalk,  and  filtered.   This  and  in  tiiis  view,  I  consider  the  choice 

solution  produced  no  effect  on  the  arse-  of  the  fluid  to  be  employed  as  not  a 

nite  of  lime.  matter  of  indifference,  or  unworthy  of 

Reversing  the  order  of  the  experi-  research, 

ment—  J.  K.  Booth, 

2.  One  grain  of  anienious  acid  was  put  Blnnin,b«a,  April  5.  18M. 
into  a  phial  containing,  some  of  the  sa- 
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On  die  outside  or  the  Snt  phalanx  of 
the  little  flower,  cloae  lo  its  proximal 
extremity,  is  an  elefated  cicatrix,  a 
lubertle,  indicating  the  situation  Trom 


Meckel,  in  bis  Pathological  Analomv*,  whence  two  fingers 

has  collected  several  instances  in  which  fancy ;   the  miadle  and  rinif  flngrr  are 

the  preacDce  of  supernumeraiy  fin^ia  adherent   through    their  whole  length 

and   toes  was  hereditary  in   certain  fa-  in  each  hand. 

rallies.     To  theae  the  following  ma;  be  Thomas  Copiej  baa  Ave  brothers  and 

added.  four  sisters;   in  all  of  whom,  with  the 

Tb«uas   Copser,    a  man   of  IS,   at  eieeption   of  one  sister,  there   are  nk 

present  a  patient  in  the  Middlesex  Hos-  toeson  each  foot,  and  a  sixth  fin^r  was 

pital,  under  Mr.  Amott's  care,  has  tbir-  removed   from  each   in   their     lufsncy. 

leen  toes,  snd  states  that  he  had  origi-  TbeotbersisterhasseTcn  toeaanonefout 

Daily   fonrteen  fingets.     He  b*as  seven  and  six  on  the  other,  and  bad  two  lin- 

loes  on  the  left  foot.and  sixon  theright.  gtra  remored   from   each    hand.      Hii 

Each  of  these  toes  has  the  natural  num-  mother  faai   the  same  number  of  toes, 

ber  of  hones  (phalanges),  and  iijirovided  and  bad  the  same  number  of  fingera,  aa 

with  distinct  tendons.     With  Uie  excep-  himself  and  sister  Isat  alluded  to.     The 

tion  of  the  fifth  toe,alltheothersare  ad-  same  is  the  case  with  his  only  maternal 

herent  (united  closely  to  each  other  by  uncle  ^who  has  no  family),  and  was  the 

integament).     There  are  but  five  meta-  case  with  hit  matenial  grandfather, 
tarsal  bones.     In  each  foot  there  may  be 

said  to  be  two  ei^at  tOes,  which  are  ar-  Perhaps  a  better  idea  of  the  appear- 

tteolated  with  uie  first  metatarsal  bone,  ances  will  be  formed  from  the  subjoined 

and  in  the  left  fool  two  toes  are  srticu-  woodcut,  than   any  verbal  description 

lalcd  with  the  fiiUi  metatanal.  can  convey. 


THE  DRUG  TRADE.  the  summer  of  1830.    They  relate  to  an 

importan  tsubject —  tbatofthedrugtrade. 

I  should  be  glad  to  fix  some  part  of 

_     .     n  I..        <■   I     ir  J-     I  <-•       ..       the  attention  of  our  profession,  now  at 
r.  (J.  EJ.l.r  ./  (J.  M«lml  CalU.    ,„,  „„^  ;„  a.iUriolTMic  HeJih. 


ind  quality  of  the  pfaysic 


iNDjon 

the  Materia  Medica,  delivered  in  tlie 
of  the  College  of  Pbysidans,  in 


It  was  my  intention,  previously  to 
exhibiting  the  choice  samples  aflforded  to 
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Qs  in  the  Burgfess  CoUection  of  the  Ma-  hamlet.  Now,  even  admitting' a  ran§^  in 
leria  Medica,  to  have  inquired  somewhat  what  may  be  termed  the  fancj  price  of 
closely  into  the  present  state  of  the  Lon-  drugs,  as  measured   by  an  imaginary 
don  drug  trade ;  but  on  approaching  the  excellence  of  colour  and  other  properties 
subject,  I  find  it  so  comprehensive,  and  of  appearance,  there  still  would  be  an 
of  such  grave  importance,  that  I  am  un*  alarming  difference  in  their  money  va- 
willing,  without  further  "investi^tion,''  lue,  on^  to  be  accounted  for  by  a  dif- 
and  more  reflection,  to  enter  on  it  in  de-  ference  in  their  useful  medicinal  proper- 
tail.    There  is,  however,  one  great  truth  ties.    By  all  great  dealers  this  variety 
imjiressed  on  my  mind,  from  every  view  is  admitted  ;  and  yet,  be  it  remembered, 
which  I  have  ventured  to  take  of  the  every  variety   finds    a    purchaser.     A 
subject— one  which  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  (^reat  deal  of  this  pernicious  trash  ia 
communicate  to  you  before  we  handle  a  disposed  of  to  the  London  market;  but 
single  article  from  the  cabinets ;    and  the  greater  part  of  it,  I  am  told,  **  ^ea 
this  it  is, — that  no  great  improvement  can  into  the  country.''    The  respectability 
ensue  in  our  acquaintance  with  the  Ma-  of  the  drug  trade  has  been  greatlv  low- 
teria  Medica,  as  ph  vsicians,  until  the  ered  by  the  demand  of  the  retail  dealers 
drug  trade  be  revised,  and  subjected  to  for  these   low-pnced  inferior  samples, 
better  regulations.    Before  we  talk  of  I  have  heard  this  stated  by  respecta^ 
the  medical  effects  of  medicines,  and  ble  druggists,  who  have  lameuteo  that 
draw  medical  inferences  from  such  ef*  it  should  be  so.    Those  who  conduct  the 
fects,  we  must  know  what  medicines  we  trade  with  a  sufficient  capital— a  capital 
use, — a  kind  of  knowledge  to  which,  in  enabling  them  to  make  a  selection  ia 
the  present  state  of  our  shops,  we  cannot  the  market,  and  who  are  impressed  with 
at  all  pretend  ;  for  there  is  as  much  dif-  the    responsibility    of    their    business, 
ference  in  the  drug  market,  between  cer.  would,  1  am  sure,  be  yery  glad  to  assist 
tain  samples  of  the  same  medicine,  as  in  placing  it  on  a  footing  which,  by  afi 
between    one    medicine    and    another,  fording  more   security  to  the    public. 
Now  this  variety  in  the  sample  of  the  would  imply  its  greater  respectabiliu-. 
article  strikes,  t  need  not  say,  at  the  There  are  some  houses  where  wonderful 
very  root  of  all  argument  respecting  its  pains  are  taken  to  insure  excellence  in 
medicinal  effects.  the  medicines  furnished,  and  accuracy 
In  our  administration  of  medicine,  we  in  the  preparation  of  them.     Like  every 
expect  and  assume  an  identity  of  ope-  thing  in  London  that  is  fairly  taken  up, 
ration,  from  things  widely  different  in  the  business  in  these  houses  is  done  to 
their  elementary  nature   and   composi-  perfection.     Of  all  the  numerous  trades 
tion.    There  b,  I  was  assured  only  the  and  corporations  of  our  citizens,  there 
other  day,  by  a  very  intelligent  chemist  is,  indeed,  no  one  more  intelligent,  and 
and  druggist,  a  difference  of  300  per  in    every    way  respectable,    than    the 
cent,  in  the  quality  of  certain,  articles  of  better,  1   mean  by  this  the  scientific, 
the  Pharmacopoeia,  on  sale  in  different  class  of  our  drugo^ists. 
shops.     This  was  his  own   unreserved        I  will  not  enlarge  on  the  mischief 
expression ;  and  the  statement  may  be  that  must  ensue  to  the  public  from  the 
verified  by  any  one  who  will  take  the  circulation  of  so  much  bad  physic;  the 
trouble  to  examine  samples  from  various  nuisance  is  gross   and  palpable ; — the 
retail  stores  in  the  city  of  London.     In-  simple  expression  of  it  is  its  strongest 
deed,  this  difference  in  the  quality  of  condemnation;   and  it  does  not  attach 
certain  drugs  may  be  at  once  assutncd,  to  me  more  than  to  others  to  exclaim 
from  the  difference  of  prices  in  the  bills  against  it ;    but  I  may  be  permitted  to 
of  parcels  from  various  wholesale  hoa^n,  express  my  sincere  regret  at  the  uncer- 
I    have    known  this  dif&rence  range  tainty  in  which  it  involves  the  science 
from  129.  to  ^On.y  from  Is.  8d.  to  6r.;  of  medicine,  and  (he  discredit  which  it 
and  this  in  medicines  declared  to  be  of  brings  on  itn  practice.     In  prescription 
the  best  quality,  and  furnished  to  a  great  no  one  now  knows  what  he  orders.  How, 
public  institution,  where  it  was  known  then,  can  he  presume  to  calculate  upon 
that  they  would  be  submitted  to  a  fair  the  effects  of  his  prescriptions,  or  to  rea- 
competilion,  and  would  be  carefully  exa-  son  on  them  when  obtained  ?   From  this 
mined  by  a  competent  professional  com-  constant  source  of  error,  I  find  it  impos- 
mittee.    It  is  not  likely  that  better  drugs  siUe  to  procure  any  information  as  to 
than  the  worst  of  these  should  be  furnish-  the  effects  of  varied  doses  of  medicine 
ed  to  the  solitary  practitioner  of  the  retired  that  can  be  at  all  depended  on. 
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'  In   the  very  outset  of  the  Materia  oertainlj  in  no  two  would  it  be  found  to 

Medica,  in  the  study  of  its  elements,  we  possess  the  same  defp^e  of  strength  *. 

are  net  by  this  penilexity,  arisincf  from  In  a  tour  of  visits  made  officially  to 

the  abases  of  the  wmg  trade.    There  is  the  retail  shops,  it  was  found  that  the 

another  bUr  to  our  improTement  in  the  '*  Cathartic  Extract  **  was  hard  and  black 

knowledge  of  drugs,  as  connected  with  in  all  places  but  one,  where  it  was  soft 

the  sale  of  them,  which  is  the  way  in  and  mouldy,  being-  '*  seldom  asked  for/' 

which  ther  are  dispensed.    The  mate-  A  proprietor  of  Senna  Confection  can* 

rials  may  be  of  gt>od  average  quality,  didiy    acknowledged,    that    the    light 

yet  may  be  compounded  in  wron^  pro-  brown,  dirty-looking  compound,  was  not 

portions,  or  by  a  process  of  manipula-  flt  for  *'  human  meuicine,  but  might  be 

lion  inconsistent  with  the  intentions  of  worked    un    into   boluses   for  horses." 

the  prescriber.     From  the  general  igno-  Oxalic  acid  was  generally  met  with  in  a 

ranee  among  medical  men  on  the  sub-  large  bottle,  on  the  lower  shelf,  and  in 

ject  of  drugs,  the  prescriber  may  often  front  of  the  shop,  next  to  sulphate  of 

mistake  his  medicines  and  their  doses ;  kinc,  and   other  salts.    White  arsenic 

be  may  be,  and  he  often  is,  careless,  or  was  in  most  instances  kept  as.  a  powder. 

by  chance  inaccurate — but  securities  are  It  was  seldom  marked  "poison,*'  and  it 

taken  from  the  Physician  by  age  and  did  not  appear  that  any  precaution  was 

education,  to  prevent,  at  all  events  to  observed  in  its  sale,     tn  more  than  one 

limit,  his  means  of  injuring  the  ])ublic.  instance  I  found  this  deadly  agent  in  a 

The  compounder  of  his  prescription  is  bottle  bearing  two  different  kbels  on 

in  most  instances  amenable  to  no  in.  its  opposite  sides. 

qniTy— to  ntt  tribunal.     In  a  shop  that  Such   a  state  of  tilings  is  flagrant, 

has  been  mentioned  to  me,  a  common  and   surely    calls    for    public    redress. 

porter  has  been  habitually  employed  to  Agnin,  let  it  be  remembered,  the  shops 

compound  medicines;  and  I  have  re-  in  which  medicines  are  thus  carelessly 

cenUy  met  with  an  instance  in  which  compounded    are    precisely    those     in 

the  entire  business  was  carried  on,  for  which  the  worst  drugs  are  found  ;  bad. 

months  together,  by  a  widow,  with  an  cheap    drugs,    originally,    deteriorated 

infant  in  her  arms.     Boys  and  women  into  utter  worthlessness,  or  positive  mis- 

have  not  unfrequently,  m  my  own  oh-  dhief,  from  having  been  ill  stored,  and 

servatiou,  been  round  m  charge  of  a  shop  by  long  keeping. 

and  its  business  during  the  absence  of  The  difference  in  the  quality  of  drugs 

**  the  master."  is  notorious;  the  adulteration  even   of 

The  consequences  are  best  illustrated  the  baser  sort,  by  other  substances,  is 

by  the  police  reports  of  the  daily  papers,  notorious;  the  carelessness  in  the  com- 

and  by  such  advertisements  as  tne  fol-  pounding    of  them,    the    unfitness  of 

lowing-: — "The    geiitleman  who   pur-  Aiany  of^the  persons  employed  in  this 

chased  the  carbonate  of  soda,  tartaric  occupation,  is  notorious;  and  yet   we 

acid,  and   sp.  lavendulse  comp.  is  re-  eontmue  to  prescribe,  and  the  public  to 

guested  not  to  use  them,  but  to  apply  for  swallow  physic,  without  inquiry  as  to 

information  aa  soon  as  possible.*^ — Sed  where  the  physic  is  procured.    A  more 

Morning  Herald,  Sept.  9,  1829.    Some  revolting  inconsistency  can  hardly  be 

cyf  those  now  present  may  remember  the  Imagined  than   that  presented   by  the 

attempts  which  I  made,  in  my  lecturer  anxiety  of  all  classes  in  this  eountry  to 

^Mflan  year,  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  "  have  medicines  ordered"    for  them  ; 

College  to  the  disgraceful  uncertainty  and  their  indifference  to  the  quality  of 

of  the  preparations  of  Colchicum  in  the  it,  when  "ordered."    It  is  really  a  bitter 

diflerent  shops  of  this  .  metropolis.     In  satire  on  the  state  of  the  art  in  Eng- 

some  the  "  Vmum  Colchiei "  is  a  wine  of  land.   If  we  of  the  profession  do  not  take 

the  fresh  root ;  in  some  a  spirit  of  the  the  lead  in  reforming  these  abuses  con- 

dried  root,  or  a  spirit  of  the  fresh  root,  neeted   with  the  sale  of  our  principal 

and  a  wine  of  the  dried  ;  a  wine  of  the  medicinal    agents,    and   in   preventmg 

seeds^  or  spirit  of  the  seeds ;  varying  the  danger   to  which  I  have  alluded, 

again  in  the  quantity  of  the  ingredients,  others    will    assuredly    do  so   for    us. 

and  in  the  time  given  to  the  preparation.    — • — 

Tn  no  two  shops,   visited  consecutively,  *  And  yet  in  contnltation  we  cftvil  about  a  tvvw 

tVAiild    fhp  Vinnm   Cn\ohic{     sm  nrHpr^ri  ^Mp*  of  th*  V'nom  Cotcfalcl  more  or  lew,  "nd 

wooia   tne   Vinum  Uoicmci,  as  oraerea  discuss  nicdy  the  compaiailvemeriu  of  the  Hoot 

Ay  the  Pnarmacopoeia,  be  met  with ;  and  and  the  Seeda  1 
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Many  plans  might  be  devised  for  our  imperatively  called  for,    now  that    so 

common  protection;  but  no  better  one  many  new  and  active  chemical  medi- 

occurs  to  me  than  that  which  would  be  cines  are  prescribed,  and  that  the  old 

afforded  by  a  small  well-paid  board  of  medicines  are  so  oflen  given  in  an  es- 

working  commissioners,  obliged  to  re-  sential   or  concentrated   form.      There 

port  weekly  on  the  stocks  imported  and  should  be,  I  think,  a  commission  for  the 

disposed  of  by  the  broker ;  likewise  em-  inspection  of  drugs ;  but  the  first  duty 

powered  to  require  a  declaration  of  the  of  the  commissioners  would  be  to  edu- 

stock  in  band,  both  from  the  wholesale  cate  themselves, — to  become  acquainted 

and  retail  dealers ;  and  enabled  to  con-  with  the    character    and   properties  of 

vict,  in  a  summary  fine,  before  a  ma^s-  drugs,— with  the  tests  of  their  purity, — 

trate,  on  proof  of  the  sale  of  a  spurious  not  merely  as  conducive  to  the  "elegance 

article,  or  of  any  gross  negligence  in  of  the  draught,"  or  the  "  lightness  of  the 

pharmaceutical    knowledge.     I   would  pill,"  but  as    agents  of  Medicine,   as 

not   urge    domiciliary   visits,    as    now  aperients,  as  emetics,  as   narcotics,  as 

practised  in  a  limited   district;   but  I  alteratives;  in  short,  as  serviceable  ar- 

would  not  leave  tlie  drug  trade  without  tides  of  the  materia  medica.     The  onl^ 

checks  of  the  kind  I  have  suggested,  men  to  do  this  properly  are  the  physi- 

From  the  capital  reauired  to  carry  it  on;  cians  of  public  institutions,  assisted  by 

from  the  CTcat  ana  varied   experience  practical  clrcmists.     What  truths  might 

which   it  implies ;    it  will  always  be  they   not    establish    in    physiology ! — 

more  or  less  of  a  monopoly ;  confined,  what    a  body   of   Practical  -Medicine 

as   that  is,   to    a    few    traders.      The  might  they  not  collect!— what  a  Phar- 

risk  is  very  great,  from  the  number  of  macopoeia  might  they  not  compile!^  and 

ports  to  be  entered, — from  the  perishable  no  Pharmacopoeia  will  be  as  good  as  it 

nature  of  some  of  the  articles  imported,  ought  to  be  that  is  not  compiled  by  such 

— from   the    caprice  of  fashion    about  a  board  as  this, — a  board  by  which  the 

drugs, — and,  in  some  measure,  from  the  effects  of  the  materia  medica  would  not 

ignorance   of  the   home  dealer  in   not  only  be  tested  in  the  laboratory  of  the 

knowing  how  to  select  the  samples.  chemist,  but  verified  at  the  bed  -side  of 

I  was  told,  not  long  back,  of  a  large  the  patient, 
parcel  of  Narcissus  bulbs  having  been 

disposed  of  for  squills,  which  were  then    

very  scarce ;  and  of  tulip  roots  having 

been  preferred  by  a  learned  body  to  those  LIGATURE   OF  THE    ABDOMINA  L 

of  the  colchicum.  AORTA. 

There  never  can  be  a  full,  fair,  free  ,„           .      ^ .    „     r         .•     r,           ».  ^ 

competition,    in   the   drug   trade;    and  (nommunlcutedby  S.b  Jamk.  Mac  OK.ooR,Bt.) 

therefore  some  special  protection  should  

be  afforded  to  the  public  in  their  neces-  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 

sary  dealings  with  those  who  conduct  •  Jan.  27, 1834. 

it.     There  %Te  few  trades  that  have  a  My  dear  Sir, 

more  direct  influence  on  the  safety  of  I  have  just  time  to  inform  you  that  I 

the   public, — no  one    which   it  should  tied  the  abdominal  aorta  last  night,  in  a 

watcu    with    greater   jealousy.      The  Portuguese  man,  in  a  desperate  case  of 

subject    which   it    involves  is   that  of  aneurism   of   the    right  external   iliac 

health  and    life.      There  are  commis-  artery,   which  reach^  as  high  as  the 

sioners  of  mad'houses,  commissioners  of  umbilicus,    and    more    than  halfway 

vaccination,  and  others  innumerable,  ap-  across  the  lower  part  of  tlie  abdomen, 

pointed  by  parliament; — I  do  not  see  The  man  was  in  the   greatest  agony 

why  there  should  not  be  commissioners  from  the  pressure  of  the  tumr»r  upon  the 

of  drugs, — a  united  commission,  it  might  nerves  leading  to  the  limb,  and  mortifica- 

be,  of  physicians  and  practical  chemists;  tion  of  tlie  limb  was  rapidly  approaching, 

but  they  should  be  paid  for  their  work,  To  attempt  any  thing  on  the  right  side 

and  paid  oiiiy  in  tlie  ratio  of  it.    By  them  was    out    of  the  question  ;    so   I   cut 

only,  or  by  seme  similar  board,  should  directly  for  the  aorta  on  the  lefl  side, 

retail  druggists  be  licensed;  and  they  nearly  in  the  mode  suggested  by  Guth- 

should  be  answerable  for  the  age  and  rie  and  others,  and  effected  my  purpose 

fitness  of  every  person  in   every  shop  without  more  difiiculty  than  was  to  be 

employed  in  the  compounding  of  medi-  antici))atrd.     It  is  now  nine  hours  afler 

fine.     Some  regulation  of  this  kind  is  the  operation,  and  the  man  is  doing  so 
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well  as  rvall V  lo  ^Te  some  hopc«of  re-  cumstance  by  ubicb  tlwy  have  bccii 
covery.     I  shall  «▼€  you  the  case  here,    roused  into  increased  excitement.    Thj 

.fter.  whateyer  Be  the  ~«|{;  J^'^^  m^  truth  is,  as  we  hinted  in  a  former  number, 

reasons    for    undertaking   this    opera-  .          '       .          ^              ,     ,.        .  .    ' 

tion;    which    has    hitherto   been  con-  there  has  been    too  much  disposition 

sidered  of  so  awful  a  nature.    At  pre-  evinced  in  the  progress  of  the  inquiry  to 

sent  I  have  aot  time  to  add  more,  as  a  convert  it  into  a  private  and  personal 
mail  by  a  fast4Miiling  ship  is  just  ^^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^.^  ^^^,  j^^  „,^ 
closing. — Ever  sincerely  yours,  ,  „        t     r  r  i    .l  i 

Jno.  Murray.      '  •*•""    equally    aloof  from    both,   and 

equally    independent    of    both  ;      and 
(The  paUent  died  twenty-three  h^^       ^hi,^    ^^  ^    ^^    j,^,,^^^^    j,,^^ 

after  the  operation.     Further  details  are    .         ^     .     ,  .        «.       ,  . 

cjcpected.--ED.  Gaz.]  important  changes  must  be  efrecled  lu 

their  College,  to  suit  it  to  the  spirit  of 

the  times,  and  the  vast  improvements 
MEDICAL   GAZETTE.        which  have  taken  place  in  society  since 

„  ^     J        A     -I  lo  100^  it  w^s  instituted,  in  the  da^'s  of  bluff 

Saturday,  April  12,  1834.  «..       -rx  1.   •     ,*  - 

_2 ^'"f?  Harry ;  so  we  tell  the  **  Associa- 

••  Lic«t  omntboH,  Ueet  etUm  mibi,  dignitttcm    tion,"  with  equal  firmness,  that  they  are 
Arii»  Mtediom  tiieri ,  potMt»  modo  veDiendi  la    suffering  the  acrimony  of  party  feelings 

CicsHo.       to  appear  amid  their  claims  to  publicpriu- 
ciple ;  and  that  they  act  as  if  tlicy  were 
REFORM  COMMUTE E.  more  anxious  to  lower  tlie  College  than 

Tbe  Parliamentary  Committee  on  Me-    to  elevate  the  profession.     Do  tbey  sup- 
dical  Reform  is  to  renew  its  labours  on    pose  that  they  truly  represent  the  opi- 
Monday  next,  when  it  is  understood    nions  of  the  physicians  of  England  gc- 
tbat  Sir  D.  Barry  is  to  be  again  exa-    nerally,   or  even    of   tbe  Licentiates  P 
mined.     Of  tbe  further  proceedings  we     We  tell  them  they  do  not.    The  niajo- 
know  very  little ;    but  it  is  generally    rity  of  the  Licentiates   refused  to  join 
believed    that   they    are    regulated    as    the  Association,  which  is  composed  of 
to  the  persons  to  be  called,  the  ques-    those  entertaining  ultra  views   of  re- 
ttons  to  be  put,  chiefly,  if  not  exclu-    form  (by  which  we  mean  levelling  doc- 
sively,  by  five  or  six  physicians  among    trines),  and  of  a  minority  of  more  luodc- 
the  Licentiates  who  take  an  active  part    rate  persons,  who  strongly  disapprove  of 
in    what  is  called  the  '^Association."    their  proceedings,  but  not  one  of  h  bom 
This  consists  of  a  kind  of  society,  formed    they  have  suffered  to  be  examined, 
of  a  certain  number  of  those  who  signed        Why  are  not  some  of  those  Licen- 
the  petition  to  Parliament  against  the    tiates  called  who  refused  to  join  the  As- 
College  of  Physicians ;  and  those  of  the    sociation  ?    Why  not  some  of  those  who 
licentiates    who    have    hitherto    been    refused  to  sign  tbe  petition  against  the 
examined  consist  of  some  of  its  leading    College?    Shall  we  be  told  that  those 
members.      Now   the  existence  of  this    who  have  been  examined  as  re])rcseut- 
association — probably   the   fact  of  the    ing  the  opinions  of  the  Licentiates,  are 
most  active  person  eonnected   with  it    either  the  men  of  longest  standing — 
being  known  to  have  been  long  on  inti-    of  most  extensive  practice — of  highest 
mate  terms  with  the  chairman,  and  the    reputation,    or    of  most    commanding 
influence  which  it  soon  became  appa-    position  ?      Certainly   they    are    sery^ 
rent    the    "Association"  possessed   in    very    respecuble    men — nay,  some    of 
the   committee. room — did  not   fail   to    them  arc  distinguished  men  ;  but  their 
raise  a  strong  feeling  among  the  "  Fel-    being  confined    to    the    committee    of 
lows,"  that  they  were  not  likely  to  meet    the  Association,  shews  Uiut  other  ino- 
with  fair  play  and  equal  justice. :  a  cir-    tives  have  had  influence  in  their  selcc- 
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tioD.  Why  is  uot  Dr.  Farre  called  ?  even  ^uess  to  what  c«Be  this  announce* 
Whj  not  Dr.  Clutterbuck  ?— whj  not  ment  alluded,  and  we  expressed  our 
Dr.  J.  Clarke  ?— *whj  not  Dr.  Hume  ?—  conviction  that  some  one  bad  hoaxed 
whynotDr.  Locock  ?— whynotDr.Ley  ?  him.  This  accordingly  proves  to  be 
—why  not  Dr. Copland?— why notmany  the  case.  Goaded  by  our  taunts,  and 
others.**  The  reason  is  obvious:  none  choosing,  like  many  honester  men,  to 
have  been  called,  and,  if  the  Associa-  be  taken  for  a  knave  rather  than  a  fool, 
tion  can  help  it,  none  will  be  called,  he  has  swallowed  our  bait ;  he  has  spe- 
except  those  whose  opinions  are  ascer-  cified  the  particular  case  he  had  in  view, 
tained  to  coincide  with  their  own ;  and  and  thus  is  fixed  as  being  either  the  ori- 
thus  an  impression  is  conveyed,  with  ginal  inventor  of  falsehood,  or  as  the  tool 
respect  to  the  sentiments  of  the  physi-  made  use  of  by  some  of  those  broken- 
cians  in  London,  which  is  far  from  be-  down  outcasts  of  the  profession  who 
ing  correct.  Three-fourths  of  the  Li-  are  always  to  be  met  with  in  such  a  place 
centiates  desire  reform  in  the  College  of  as  London,  and  who  are  ever  ready  to 
Physicians,  but  they  do  not  desire  to  earn  a  dishonest  guinea  by  getting  up 
overturn  it. '  If  the  Association  does  not  some  piquant  tale  against  any  more  pros, 
wish  to  bring  the  building  down,  they  perous  man,  and  which  their  employer 
are  but  bungling  workmen  :  let  them  is  equally  ready  to  publish  without  in- 
take care  that  they  are  not  themselves  quiry.  It  is  no  bad  idea,  either,  of  Mr. 
crushed  in  the  ruins.  Wakley*s,  that  which  be  has  now  adopt- 

Let  the  inquiry  be  free  as  the  most  ed  ;  namely,  in  the  absence  of  any  re- 
ultra-reformer  would  desire ;  but  let  it  be  porters  of  his  own  at  the  hospitals,  to 
fair — let  both  sides  be  heard — let  uot  its  make  the  medical  officers  contribute 
freedom  consist  in  suffering  those  only  their  own  cases.  '*  We  call  on  Mr. 
of  a  certain  way  of  thinking,  among  Hawkins,"  says  he;  and  again,  "we  call** 
the  Licentiates,  to  be  called — ^let  not  upon  the  surgeons  of  the  Middlesex; 
the  notion  be  conveyed  to  Parliament,  and  "  we  call"  upon  the.  surgeons  of 
that  the  physicians  who  seek  for  reform  St.  Thomases ;  and  no  doubt  "  we  "  will 
wish  for  revolution.  Such  notion  would  call  upon  those  of  St.  Bartholomew's 
be  a  false  one.  Above  all,  let  nothing  be  and  Guy*s;  and  long  and  loud,  it  is  to 
done  to  lessey  the  confidence  reposed  in  be  feared,  shall  "  we  call "  in  vain ! 
the  impartiality  of  the  Committee,  to  Perhaps  our  contemporary  has  heard  of 
which  the  eyes  of  the  profession  are  one  Owen  Glendower,  who  could  "  call 
turned  with  so  much  interest  and  spirits  from  the  vasty  deep;"  but  aa 
anxiety.  be    found    it   easier    to    call    than    to 

make  them    come,  so    we  suspect    it 

HOAX  ABOUT  A  LATE  OPE  wUl    be    with     Mr.    Wakley's     calls. 

RATION.  Time  was,  indeed,  when  parties  accused 

When,  a  fortnight  ago,  one  of  our  vera-  by  name  of  killing  their  patients,  would 

cious  contemporaries, — we  say  <m«,  for  have    thought    it    necessary  either   to 

there  are  now  two  journals  with  about  auswer    the    charge    or    to    prosecute 

equal  claims  to  the  epithet; — when  a  the  libeller,  but  now  they  do  neither 

veracious   contemporary  informed    the  —because    no   one  feels   it  to  be  iiCn 

world,  that  "  an  operation,  which  has  cessary,  so  well  and  so  truly  are  the 

created  an   extraordinary  sensation  in  weight,  influence,  and  authority  of  tlie 

the  medical  circles  at  the  west  end  of  Lancet  estimated.    For  this  the  profcs- 

thc  town,  has  lately  been  performed  at  sion  have  to  thank  the  London  Medical 

St.  George's  Hospital," — we  stated  what  Gazette,  and  wc   humbly  submit  that 

was  the  simple  truth— that  no  one  could  the  service  is  one  of  no  secondary  ira- 
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portanoe :  men's  cbaracters  cannot  now  the  veisiou  of  tliis  story  as  g'iveti  by  Mr. 
be  openljr  written  down,  or  indirectlj  Waklej— on  the  authority,  we  fear, 
insinuated  away ;  because  we  have  of  a  dUappointed  man.  We  shall  ^ve 
shewn,  again  and  a^in,  until  it  has  the  real  history  of  the  case  to  which  it 
becoae  a  familiar  and  proverbial  dogma,  is  evident  that  allusion  is  made;  and 
that  any  statement  being  strongly  urged  we  pledge  the  character  of  our  journal 
by  onr  contemporary,  is  a  prima  facie  for  the  accuracy  of  our  report,— a  gua- 
evidence  of  its  being  a  falsehood,  rantee,  by  the  way,  which  our  oppo. 
Nothing,  certainly,  can  more  clearly  nents  well  know  will  make  the  balance 
shew  the  estimation  in  which  the  pul^>  kick  the  beam,  if  weighed  against  any 
lication  is  held,  than  the  contempt  with  thing  they  can  adduce  to  gainsay  us. 
wUcb  the  '*  calls"  of  the  Editor  are  Not  very  ''  lately,"  but  in  June  last 
received.  —not  quite  a  year  ago ^a  patient  named 
But  to  return  to  the  *' late  "operation  John  Fisher,  aged  fifty-seven,  was 
at  St  George's,  and  the  "extraordi-  admitted  into  St.  George's,  under  the 
nary  sensation"  which  the  Lancet  is  care  of  Mr.  Ceesar  Hawkins,  for  stone 
pleased  to  inform  us  has  thrown  the  in  the  bladder,  from  which  he  had  suf- 
medical  circles  at  the  west  end  of  the  fered  daring  two  years.  He  stated  that 
town  into  such  a  state  of  excitement,  he  had  some  time  before  been  under  the 
Finding  that  he  had  been  imposed  care  of  Mr.  Costello  for  six  mouths,  who 
upon,  and  yet  without  the  candour^  bad  nine  different  times  performed  an 
the  Common  honesty,  to  admit  his  operation  for  the  purpose  of  grinding  or 
error,  the  £ditor  of  the  Lancet  re-  reducing  the  calculus.  At  the  time  of 
turns /W*  the  third  time  (the  subject  his  admission  his  health  was  so  far 
has  lasted  him  for  three  weeks)  to  broken,  that  the  introduction  of  a  sound 
the  charge,  or  rather  insinuation,  about  almost  always  brought  on  rigors,  and 
^'  Mr.  C«sar  Hawkius's  fatal  opera-  some  degree  of  fever.  It  is  thus  appa- 
tion ;"  and  as  We  have  forced  him,  rent  diat  he  was  not  a  favourable  sub- 
albeit  most  reluctantly,  to  come  to  ject  for  any  farther  operation,  and,  ^ 
partieii]<&rs,  we  gather  his  story  to  fortiori^  not  fitted  for  experiment.  We 
be  as  follows:*— That  the  recent  catas-  therefore  feel  convinced  it  will  gpratify 
trophe  occurred  to  a  man  named  the  benevolent  mind  of  our  con  tempo- 
Fisher,  on  whom  Mr.  Hawkins  pro-  rary  to  learn,  that  no  experiment  was 
ceeded  to  try  an  experiment,  by  the  in-  tried,  and  that  no  new  instrument  was 
troduction  of  a  new  instrument,  the  used  after  his  admission  into  the  hospi- 
movements  of  which  he  was  afVerwards  tal.  As  there  was  reason  to  suppose 
unable  to  control ;  so  that  it  stuck  fast  that  the  calculus  was  small,  it  was  de- 
in  the  bladder,  and  thus  rendered  it  cidcd  that  it  should  (if  found  practi- 
neeessary  to  cut  through  the  peri-  mitted.  within  tbe  lut  feir  montht,  into  St. 
neum,   as  in  the  lateral  operation  of  °!?'J*!» ?**■?*,'?* ^       ,,  ,» 

'                                                   .           .  What  was  hia  complaint  i 

lithotomy,  for  the  purpose  of  liberating  *'  Did  Mr.  HawkSna  try  an  nptrlmcnt  on  him  i 

xi_     •      ^              ....  A           *•      X  j»  J  •  "If  any,  what  was  tta  nature  f 

the  instrument ;  tbat  the  patient  died  m  «  was  any  new  lustrament  Introdoced  Into  hla 

consequence,  and  thai  either  a  coronert  S:feYi.:r«»'STrL"K.»,''inS;'i; 

inquert  was  beld  on  the  bodjr,  or  ought  -^  gfi'-""- 1„„„,  .,„^  ^,  ,„  ^^  „.,,„ , 

to  have   been   beld, — for  the  expressions  *'  Waa  a  cut  made  through  the  perineum  into 

,     .^     -    ,^,        •    ^           ^   ^«      41,       o      i_  •  ^^e  bladder,  aa  In  the  lateral  operation  of  lUho- 

admit  of  either  interpretation*.     ^UCll  is  tomy.  for  the  purpoae  of  liberating  the  inBtrn-* 


meut  i 


•  That  there  may  be  no  room  for  doubt,  as  to  "  Waa  It  extricated  thereby  i 

Um  extent  of  the  pnaaage  in  the  Lancet,  we  *'  Did  the  paUeut  expire  on  the  8th  or  9th  doy 

subjoin  the  following  extract  from  the  laat  num«  after  the  operation  1 

bcf.    It  will  be  perceived  that  **  lately  "  has  been  *'  Was  the  body  examined  f 

changed  into  a  •*  fe^v  mouthsi :"—  "  Was  there  a  coroner's  Inquest  held  over  the 

*'  Has  a  man  of  the  name  of  Fisher  been  ad«  body  of  the  deceaa«fl}" 
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cable^  without    using   force)   be  with-  as    usual,    publicly    made,    and    the 

drawn    with   the   forceps  tfaroug'h    the  particulars    of    the    case    are    to    be 

urethra,  or,  at  all  events,  into  the  peri-  found  in  the  hospital  book,  kept  by 

neum,  and  then  cut  down  upon  in  that  the  clinical  clerk, 
situation.    This  purpose,  however,  could        The  history  of  the  preceding  case  is  so 

only  be  partially  accomplished,  owing  clear,  and  the  facts  so  irrefragable,  that 

to  the  unyielding  state  of  the  parts,  it  certainly  shews  some  ingenuity  to 

through    which  it  was  found   that  it  have  distorted  them  into  the  shape  they 

would  be   impossible  to  make  the  in-  ha^e  been  made  to  assume  by  our  con- 

stmment,  having  the  stone  between  its  temporary: — the  lesson,  however,  will 

blades,  pass  without  violence.    An  in-  not  be  without  its  use  to  him  ;   and 

cision    was    therefore    made   into   the  though,  as  is  his  wont,  he  may  bluster 

perineum  upon  the  forceps,  which  still  about  it  at  present,  he  will,  for  his  own 

grasped  the  calculus ;  a  small  portion  of  sake,  be  more  cautious  hereafter  in  pub- 

the  prostate  was  divided,  and  the  concre-  lishing  information   coming  from  the 

tion,  which  was   about  the  size  of  a  same  quarter.     One  part  of  the  story 

hazel-nut,  removed  by  the  wound,  the  is    correct— the   case    ktu   excited  an 

forceps    being,    of   course,   withdrawn  "  extraordinary  sensation,"  but  it  is  an 

through  the  urethra  in  the  usual  manner,  ex  postjaeto  result:  we  mean  that  the 

In  a  word,  Mr.  Hawkins  performed  a  Lancet  report  has  excited  a  "sensation" 

more  delicate  but  less  dangerous  opera-  of  merriment  among  the  pupils  at  the 

tion  than  the  common  lateral  one  of  Hospital,  who  could  not  have  a  better 

lithotomy ;  and  we  appeal  to  every  prac-  opportunity  of  judging  of  the   credit 

tical  man  in  the  kingdom,  whether  he  which  is  to  be  given  to  those  periodical 

did  not  act  as  any  other  skilful  surgeon  reports  of  murders,   catastrophes,  and 

would  have  done  in   similar   circum-  other  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors, 

stances?  described    by  Mr.  Wakley,   when    he 

No  local    symptoms   of   importance  is  in  his  heroics,  and  shadowing  forth 

occurred,  and  the  wound  went  on  well,  At)m     his     prolific    imagination    the 

but  the  poor  man  died  on  the  thirteenth  "  scenes  of  blood  "  perpetrated  in  our 

day  after  operation,  from  the  formation  hospitals  —  those    ^  human  slaughter- 

ofabicesset  in  thejointM,  a  large  collec-  houses,"  where  the  ^  suffering  poor"  are 

tion  of  matter  being  found  in  the  right  '*  butchered  "  for  the  amusement  of  the 

shoulder,  another  in  the  knee,  and  seve-  surgeons  and  their  friends. 

ral    small   depots    in  the    hands    and  

fingers.       The   publisher  of  the  libel        ANOTHER  STRUGGLE  FOR  A 
probably  is  not  aware,  but  the  readers  of  CHARTER, 

this  jounial  must  be  so,  that  these  se-  We  perceive  that  Mr.  Richard  Taylor, 

condary  abscesses  not  unfrequently  arise  "  Printer  to  the  Univenity  of  London^' 

from  Uie  most  trifiing  injuries,  such  as  ^*^.  «ff  "^  *  Rf^*??"  ^«''»  ^""^  "9^^^ 

I  J .  -•  X  J  .  .  .  sapient  body,  the  Common  Council  of 

the  wound  inflicted  m  venesection  ;-that  the  City  of  London,  praying  his  Majesty 

theysomctimestakeplacewheretherehas  to  grant  a  charter  to  tne  establishment 

been  no  wound  of  any  kind ;  while  they  i"  Gower-street    Sir  Peter  Laurie,  in 

are  such  as  no  care  can  prevent,  and  no  ^  *"  Mj' .T^/lor's.  V«f  *»  exposed 

....  .  .    .  ^°^  stock-jobbing  ongin  of  the  project 

skill,  except  m  some  rare  instances,  can  with  a  good  deal  of  humour.     He  held 

succeed  in  removing,  when  they  have  in  his  liand   a  hundred   pound   share 

once  been  formed.     We  need  scarcely  «'hich  had  been  purchased  that  day  for 

add,  that  no  "  inquest "  on  the  case  was  ^^  Vr  ^''^'''^^^^1;^^^  ^^^  shareholders, 

,    ,j  .1    4  t    4i  ij  L  8"**   ^^^'   ^'    Taylor  among  the   rest, 

held,  savr  that  by  the  would-be  coroner  5j|,ould  make  sonic  effort  to  raise  thei^ 

of  the  Lancet.     The  examination  wa^,  price  in  the  market. 
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CLINICAL  OBSERVATIONS,  -chief  bulk  projected  forwards  and  outmid*, 

,,  ,. ,     ,     .      ,,.,„         „  and  in  the  axiUe, where  itwaBfeltlanre and 

Detivered  at   the   Middlesu   Ho^ital,    by  round.    The  shoulder,  or  rather  the  gwoUen 

Ma  AaMOTT  f  *^  corresponding  to  the  upper  part  and 

jua.  AKNorr.  Ji^d  jjf  tije  humerus,  seemed  in  a  tririal 

degree  lower  than  natural ;  that  is,  there 

„  .  was  a  slight  depression  below  the  aero. 

MAtiGMiHT  nisBASE  OF  THE  Huii.mcs-    „io„,  like  that  attending  fiBctuie  oMhe 
AMFCTATioK  AT  TBE  SHocLMa- JOINT.       ncck  of  the  scapula.    TiS  swelling,  of  a 
Gentlemeu,— In  the  practice  of  a  civil    ^uiiform  surface,  was  tense  and  elastic, 
hospital,  amputation  at  the  shoulder-joint    ^^  ^^®  ^^®  ^^^  o^  containing  a  fluid. 
is  an  operation  we  are  not  often  obliged  to    '^^   int^^ments  were  of  their  natural 
i^rform,  the  necessity  for  its  performance    «>lour and  temperature;  there  were  no  en- 
being  most  frequently  produced  by  the  ca-    ^^^  reins.    Handling  the  parts  did  not 
sualties  of  war— serere  gun-shot  firactuxcs    5*^®  P*""*  }*"*  ^j^*  attempt  to  raise  the  arm 
of  the  humerus.     It  is,  however,  occa-     "^™  *^*  "^*  ^**>  *"^  *^  eleration  could 
sionally  required  for  the  relief  ^of  incura-     not  be  effected.    In  attempting  to  do  this, 
ble,  or  at  least  otherwise  intractable  dis.     ^®  humerus  did  not  seem  to  revolve  on  its 
case  of  the  arm;  and  this  was  the  case  in     ^^^t  hut  appeared  to  move  at  a  part  be< 
the  instance  vou  have  recently  had  under    ^^^  ^*'» .  ■*  *^  *^®  hone  was  broken  a 
jour  observation.    Independent  of  the  ope-     co"p}c  of  inches  lower  down.    In  rotating 
ration  itself,  which  is  one  you  are  not    *^*"n>h  a  sort  of  grating  or  crackling  sen- 
likely  to  have  an  opportunity  of  again  wit-     ration  was  perceived;  but  whether  from 
nessins:  on  the  living  body  during  the  ses-     ^°®  ^'  effused  fluid  could  not  be  decided, 
sion,  tne  case  presented  some  points  of  in-     '^^^  patient  had  lost  flesh,  but  his  counte- 
terest ;  and  you  had  more  especially  the    nance  was  neither  sallow  or  expressive  of 
o|>i>ortunity  of  observing  that  in  recog-     an«cty. 

nizing  the  real  nature  of  the  disease  with  ,^hat  was  the  nature  of  the  disease  in 
which  the  patient  was  afllicted,  diagnosis  ^^".  <^^^^  ^  '^^^  question  did  not  admit  of 
in  surgery,  as  well  as  in  medicine,  is  not  '^  immediate  answer,  and  there  were  dif- 
always  a  matter  of  facility.  Acuities  in  the  way  of  a  positive  opinion. 

The  patient,  John  Slater,  is  44  years     '^^^  round  prominence  in  the  axilla,  and 
of  age,  a  tailor  bv  occupation,  tall  and     ^^  slight  depression  immediately  below 
well-formed.     Eighteen  months  previous     ^^  acromion,  led  to  the  inouirv,  if  the 
to  his  admission  into  this  hospital,  he  re-     Conner  was  owing  to  the  head  or  the  hu- 
ceivcd  a  blow  with  the  edge  of  a  flat  iron    ™crus  being  displaced.     No  motion  was 
on  the  left  arm,  a  little  bdow  the  point  of    communicated  to  it  on  rotating  the  limb ; 
the  shoulder.    He  was  immediately  disa-     imperfectly,  it  is  true,  as  this  could  be  done, 
bled,  having  lost  the  power  of  voluntary    '^^^  cause  of  the  accident,  and  the  subse- 
motion  in  Uie  limb,  and  was  taken  to  a    qnent  histor^jr,  did  not  accord  with  the  no- 
surgeon,  who  stated  it  to  be  dislocated,  and     ^^P  ^^  ^^  original  dislocation ;  nor  did  the 
treated  it  accordingly.    It  was  supposed    ^^istenceofswelling  outwards  and  forwards 
to  be  reduced,  and  he  shortly  afterwards    fiimaltaneously  with  that  in  the  axilla, 
resumed  his  occupation,  which  he  was  able    coincide  with  the  existence  of  dislocation 
to  follow,  but  he  did  not  recover  the  use    now.    The  head  of  the  humerus  could  not 
of  the  shoulder-joint;   he  could  not  raise    clearly  be  made  out  in  any  situation;  but 
the  humerus.    Nine  or  ten  monlJbs  after-     this  was  supposed  to  depend  upon  a  large 
wards,  in  shovelling  coals,  while  in  the    quantity  of  fluid  surrounding  it,  which  pre- 
act  of  preventing  his  spade  from  falling,    vented  its  being  Felt.    The  tense  and  eias- 
he  felt  a  sudden  pain   and  tearing  sen-     tic  feeling  of  the  swelling  was  attributed 
sation  in  the  seat  of  the  original  injury;     to  the  fluid  being  deep  seated,  and  covered 
after    this,    he   was    not    able   to  make    hy  the  deltoid  muscle  and  fascia, 
any  effective  use  of  the  member,   hav-        Was  the  case  one  of  ununited  fracture 
ing  still  less  power  of  moving  it  at  the    ^nd  diseased  bone  ?    There  were  reasons 
shoulder.    Three  montlis  before  he  came    ^f*^  suspecting  that  this  might  be  the  fact, 
here  he  had  the  influenza,  for  which  he    1*he  blow  on  the  humerus  with  the  edge 
was  largely  bled.     From  this  time  the    <*/  the  flat  iron, — the  loss  of  power  in  the 
shoulder  began  to  swell,  and  this  was  ac-     limb,— the  apparent  motion  in  it  at  a 
companied  by  excessive  pain.  ]K>int  short  of  the  bead  of  the  humerus. 

On  presenting  himself,  the  following  was  ?nd  the  grating  sensation  felt  in  rotating 
tLe  condition  of  the  parts.  Great  swelling  it,— tended  to  support  this  conclusion; 
of  the  shoulder  and  ''  *  *'"  "'        '         --  -  ^ 


tbe  swelling  greatest 

and  preserved sonicwlmt, 111  uic  uaLuini  luiiu    •"-•—'""  «— ©v    '■"   ^"«==   j-""v.      -„« 

of  the  parts,  only  mucli  magniflcd.     Its    latter  circumstance  might  be  explained  by 
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sappoiinf^  tbe  whole  of  the  upper  portion  escaped :    a  probe  was  passed  into  the 

of  bone  diseased.  wound,  and  went  right  across  where  the 

Local  applications^  as  leeching  and  blis-  bone  ought  to  hare  been,  without  encoun- 
tering, with  the  riew  of  reducing  the  size  tering  it  The  puncture  was  enlarged,  so 
4<f  the  swelling,  so  as  to  procure  a  more  as  to  admit  the  finger,  with  which  bone 
satisfactory  examination  of  the  state  of  could  not  be  felt  in  any  direction,  up> 
the  parts,  had  been  tried  without  any  wards  or  downwards ;  but  in  its  place  a 
effect.  I  therefore  determined  to  puncture  soft  mass,  which  yielded  to  somewhat  fins 
it.  Before  doing  so,  I  asked  my  coUeaguefl  pressure,  and  could  be  broken  up,  feeling 
to  look  at  the  case,  and  stated  to  them  in  its  resistance  like  a  portion  of  liFcr. 
that  I  believed  there  was  fluid  and  dis«  The  obscurity  of  the  case  was  now  re- 
eased  bone,  and  that  after  evacuating  the  moved,  and  its  nature  evident;  we  bad  to 
former,  and  ascertaining  the  extent  of  the  deal  with  malignant  affection  of  the  bone, 
latter,  I  should  act  according  to  circum-  Being  satisfied  of  the  nature  of  the  dis- 
stances,— removing  a  portion,  perhaps  the  case,  the  only  question  now  was,  wheUier 
head  of  the  bone,  or  it  might  be,  amputat-  amputation  should  be  performed ;  and  this 
ing  the  limb  at  the  joint.  They  examined  was  decided  in  the  affirmative.  In  com- 
it,  and  both  declared  there  was  a  collec-  ing  to  this  conclusion,  the  following  cir- 
tion  of  matter  here.  The  puncture  was  cumstances  were  taken  into  consideration, 
deferred  for  a  few  days,  to  allow  of  the  and  had  their  influence: — I.  There  were 
patient's  recovery  from  a  slight  attack  of  no  enlarged  glands  below  or  above  the 
erysipelas  with  which  he  was  affected;  clavicle.  2.  The  patient,  though  thin, 
and  in  this  interval  he  was  seen  bv  a  pale,  and  exhausted,  had  not  a  sallow 
French  hospital  surgeon,  who  happened  to  countenance  or  anxious  look.  3.  Thedis- 
be  going  round  the  wards  with  me,  and  who  ease  had  arisen  from  a  local  injury.  4. 
placing  his  band  on  the  shoulder,  said,  Although  the  impression  communicated  by 
*'  Ici  est  un  vaste  abc6s ;"  recommending  the  finger  was,  that  the  disease  wasmedul- 
that  it  should  be  opened  with  a  free  inci-  lary  sarcoma,  yet  it  was  just  possible  it 
sion.  I  mention  this  to  show  you  how  might  be  another  affection  of  less  malig- 
general  was  the  deception  as  to  the  con-  nant  character.  5.  It  is  not  clearly  made 
tents  of  the  tumor.  out  that  the  diseased  changes  of  bone, 

You  probably  observed  that  I  made  the  included  under  the  general  name  of  malig- 

Catient  ac<mainted  with  the  difficulties  of  nant,  are  all  equally  so,  or  that  they  are  ul 

is  case,    i  allude  to  this,  not  with  the  identical  with  the  medullary  sarcoma  of 

intention  of  holding  it  up  as  an  example  other  parts.    6.  And  if  it  was  medullary 

to  be  generally  followed.     You  will  meet  sarcoma,   howeyer  common    it   unfortu- 

with  patients  who  cannot  bear  the  idea  of  nately  is  that  the  disease  rcapi>ear8  else- 

their  attendant  having  a  doubt  as  to  the  where  after  operation,  there  are  not  yet 

nature  of  their  complaint ;  aad  who,  under  sufficient  data  to  shew  that  it  invariably 

eveiy  circumstance,  expect  him  to  have  does. 

what  they  term  "  a  decided  opinion.*'  There  was  one  unfayourable  symptom, 
With  individuals  of  this  character  of  cough  with  expectoi-ation ;  this  nad  been 
mind,  where  the  lapee  of  a  short  time  may  present  for  a  few  days.  I  belieyed  it,  how- 
clear  up  the  doubt,  and  when  no  object  is  ever,  to  be  dependent  on  an  affection  of 
to  be  gained,  vou  will  do  best  to  eyade,  if  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  bronchi 
you  can,  giving  an  opinion  at  all.  In  merely,  and  did  not  therefore  delay  the 
the  present  instance  we  had  to  deal  with  a  operation,  to  which  the  patient  at  once 
sensible  man,  who,  from  the  discordant  assented,  and  which  was  performed  two 
opinions  he  had  received  from  other  sur-  days  afterwards. 

geons  before  be  entered  the  hospital,  was  Kemoving  the  arm  at  the  shoulder  is  one 

already  aware  that  bis  case  was  not  an  of  the  most  easy  and  most  expeditious  of 

ordinary  one.    He  had  been  told  that  the  amputations.    There  is  none,  howeyer,  for* 

bone  was  dislocated, —that  it  was  frac-  which    a  greater  variety  of  modes  has 

tared,— and,  by  a  very  high  authority,  that  been  proposed.    The  circular  incision  has 

it  was  both  fractured  and  dislocated.    I  been  applied  to  it;  more  commonly  it  has 

bad  also  another  object  in  view  besides  been  done  by  flaps,  single  or  double,  taken 

obtaining  his  consent  to  the  puncture, —  above  from  the  aeltoid,  or  below  from  the 

this  was,  to  prepare  his  mind  for  the  ul-  axilla;   or  anterior  and  posterior  flaps; 

tenor  measures  which  might  be  required,  these  being  made  sometimes  by  incision 

The  good  effect  of    this  you  no    doubt  from    without     inwards,    at    others    by 

Dotic^:  to  these  ulterior  measures  heat  transfixion,  and  from  within  outwards.  Of 

once  assented.  the  various  modes  of  operating,  no  one 

A  puncture  was  made  with  a  double-  mode  can  be  exclusively  adopted.     Am- 

e^^a  scalpel  in  the  swelling,  on  the  out-  putation   in    this    situation    being    more 

siae  of  the  arm :  not  a  drop  of  matter  frequently  required  for  injuries  than-  dis- 
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e«ie,  the  natore  of  the  fonner  must,  In  luul  been  previoQsly  grasped  above  by  my 

ladiTidnal  cases,  decide  the  direction  of  assistant   Before  doing  this,  in  attempting 

the  incisions.    You  must  take  the  flaps,  or  to  separate  the  diseased  mass  anteriorly,  a 

flap,  from  whence  the  state  of  the  soft  parts  portion  of  it  was  found  to  run  so  deep  be- 

wili  admit;  ^oo  may  even  have  to  take  aflap  oind  the  inner  edge  of  the  glenoid  cavity, 

from  the  axilla.     But  where  the  state  of  Uiat  to  dissect  it  out  before  the  bleeding 

the  parts  allows  of  a  choice,  lateral  flaps  vessels  (branches  of  the  circumflex  arte- 

and  a  perpendicular  line  of  union  are  to  ries)  were  tied,  would  have  taken  longer 

be  pre&rxtd,  time  than  was  consistent  with  the  patient's 

In  this,  as  in  other  amputations  of  the  safety.      This  portion  was  subsequently, 

larger  limbs,  you  most  of  course  adopt  and  easily,  removed,  its  surface  being  co. 

temporary  means  for  stopping  the  flow  of  vered  by  a  sort  of  cyst ;  its  attachment,  or 

blood   until    the  member  has   been    re-  ratheritsprolongation,  extended  to  the  in. 

moved,  and  the  mouths  of  the  vessels  side  of  the  neck  of  Uie  scapula,  between 

are   permanently   closed  by   a   ligature,  this  part  and  the  sub-scapularis  muscle. 

In     the    mode    of    operating   wmch    I  You    no    doubt  remarked,  gentlemen, 

adopted,  the  two  latenu  flaps  are  formed,  that  on  the  limb  being  severed,  the  axillary 

the  joint  is  opened,  and  tne  head  of  tbe  artery  spouted;  but  that  this  was  at  once 

bone  disarticulated,  before  the  axillaiv  ar-  stopped  by  a  finger  placed  on  its  mouth, 

terv  is  divided  by  the  last  stroke  of  the  You  may  ask  how  it  came  to  bleed.    The 

knife;  so  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  fact  was,  that  by  the  tumor  in  the  axilla, 

assistant,  or  even  of  the  snigeon  himself,  a    portion    of    which,    as    I    have    iust 

to  compress  it  before  its  division.    You  stated,  at  the  moment  remained  behind, 

would  observe,  however,  that  although  I  the    artery,    had    been    forced    out    of 

meant  that  compression    of  the    artery  its  natural  situation,  and  had  therefore 

should  be  made  in  this  way  previous  to  its  eluded  my  assistant's  grasp.    But,  again, 

division,  yet  that  I  had  at  the  same  time  how  was  it  that  the  pressure  above  the 

pressure  made  above  the  clavicle.  I  adopt,  clavicle  did  not   prevent  the    bleeding } 

ed  this  precaution  because  there  was  a  I  presume  that  the  patient  being  faint, 

morbid  state  of  parts  in  the  axilla— there  had  at  the  moment  yielded,  and  tnerefore 

was    a   tumor,    and    I    did    not  know  the  pressure  was  not  effectual.    You  will 

how  far  the  axillary  artery  might  be  dis.  do  well  to  recollect   this  occurrence ;    I 

placed  from  its  natural  situation,  and  thus  mean  more  especially  the  ease  with  which 

escape  the  gra^i  of  my  assistant  you  saw  bleeoing  ifom  an  artery  of  the 

The  patient  was  seated  on  a  chair,  with  laigest  size  stopped  simply  by  the  pressure 

his  ri^t  side  to  a  table,  on  which  the  of  the  point  of  tne  finger  on  its  mouth:  in 

souiid  arm  rested.    The  lefi  arm  could  not  cases  oi  hsBmorrhage  from  wounded  or  di> 

be  elevated,  so  that  it  remained  by  his  vided  arteries,  the  remembrance  of  this 

side  until  the  joint  was  opened.    Placing  &ct  may  save  you  a  great  deal  of  anxiety 

the  point  of  a  large  scalpel  on  the  top  of  and  confusion ;  and  by  doing  as  you  saw 

the    acromion,   an    incision   was    made  done  here,  yon  will  have  time  to  make  pres. 

through  the  skin  and  muscles,  obHqnely  sore  higher  up,  and  thereby  be  enabled  to 

downwards  and  forwards,  and  then,  be-  put  a  ligature  on  the  artery*  at  the  wound- 

ginning  at  the  same  point,  another  down,  edjpart 

wards  and  backwards ;  each  terminating  On  examining  the  glenoid  cavity  of  the 
respectively  at  the  anterior  and  posterior  scapula,  it  was  found  to  be  sound,  and 
edge  of  the  axilla :  so  that  the  incisions  so  was  the  fringe  of  capsule  attached  to  it. 
baa  the  form  of  the  letter  V  reversed,  or  The  cartilage  of  the  fonner  was  neither 
with  the  point  upwards.  Tbe  flaps  (which  pared  or  scored,  as  have  been  by  some  re- 
were  slightly  convex  forwaras)  being  conunended.  I  consider  these  proceedings 
raised  from  the  subjacent  parts  and  held  a  uncalled  for,  and  we  had  in  this  case  no 
litUe  aside,  I  ran  my  knife  immediately  reason  to  regret  their  being  omitted.  In 
helow  the  acromion  on  the  head  of  the  bringing  the  wound  together,  you  saw  that 
bone,  but  meeting  with  no  resistance,  I  two  stitches  were  used  with  intermediate 

gut  my  finger  in  the  wound,  found  the  straps.  If  there  was  formerly  a  prejudice 
one  entirely  gone,  and  only  the  carti-  in  favour  of  stitches,  there  is  now  in  the 
laginous  covering  of  the  bead  remaining,  mindsof  some  surgeons  a  prejudice  against 
Uke  a  shell.  Dividing  rapidly  the  capsule  them,  seeing  that  it  has  been  sought  to  ex- 
of  the  joint  and  the  attachments  of  the  elude  them  even  here.  To  me  this  seems 
tendons,  I  drew  this  cartilaffinous  shell  precisely  one  of  the  situations  wherein 
and  the  diseased  mass  to  whj^  it  adhered  they  are  most  applicable :  there  is  no  sup- 
outwards  wiUi  my  left  band,  and  passing  port  for  straps  or  a  bandage,  at  least  so  as 


attachments,  including  tbe  axillary  artery,    part  of  the  humerus  was  found  to    be 


re  MR.  arnott's  clinical  observations. 

entirely  absorbed,  from  the  cartilaginous  this  had  a  perfectly  natural  appearance, 
shell  of  the  head  of  the  bone  down  to  and  so  had  the  synovial  membrane,  which 
the  insertion  of  the  deltoid;  and  on  a  was  entire.  In  fact,  the  disease  had  not 
longitudinal  section  of  the  parts  being  penetrated  into  the  ca?ity  of  the  joint, 
made,  the  distance  between  these  two  although  by  expanding  the  periosteum  it 
]>oints  was  found  by  measurement  to  be  had  overlapped  this  and  extended  on  the 
four  inches  and  a  half.  The  upper  end  of  inner  side  over  the  edge  of  the  glenoid 
the  remaining  portion  of  humerus  and  canity  and  the  neck  of  the  scapula, 
the  articulating  surface  of  the  head  were  The  diseased  mass  is  evidently  a  new 
connected  by  a  soft  (relatively  speaking)  formation ;  it  does  not  arise  from  expan. 
substance,  covered  by  a  firm  membranous  sion  and  softening,  fh)m  conversion  or 
envelope.  The  consistence  of  the  former  alteration  of  the  osseous  tissue :  the  two 
substance  was  similar  to  that  of  liver;  are  perfectly  dissimilar  and  distinct ;  there 
its  fracture  had  a  fibrous  character ;  a  is  no  gradual  transition  from  the  one  to 
section  presenteda  smooth  uniform  surfface  the  other;  the  bone  at  its  ragged  end  is  as 
and  appearance ;  and  had  a  straw  colour,  hard  as  a  healthy  bone.  The  large  por- 
with  a  very  slight  tinge  of  pink.  To  the  un-  tion  of  the  humerus  which  has  disappeared 
der  and  middle  portions,  the  preceding  has  been  absorbed  in  consequence  of  the 
description  is  more  particularly  applicable,  pressure  of  the  tumor  from  within,  just  as 
for  the  upper  portion,  which  was  much  more  sometimes  occurs  in  cases  of  aneurism 
voluminous,  was  of  a  softer  consistence,  from  pressure  without.  The  mention  of 
and  of  a  dark  red,  almost  black  colour,  aneurism  leads  me  to  advert  to  the  preser- 
but  apparently  composed  of  the  other  sub-  vation  of  the  cartilaginous  covering  of  the 
stance,  broken  up  and  mixed  with  blood,  head  of  the  humerus,  as  analogous  to  what 
That  the  greater  part  of  the  latter  appear-  we  find  happening  in  aneurism  of  the  aorta 
ance  was  occasioned  by  the  fingers  intro-  compressing  the  spinal  column,  when  tlic 
duced  into'  the  puncture,  and  by  the  ex-  intervertebral  cartilages  sometimes  remain 
amination  of  the  parts  thereby  made  entire,  the  bodies  of  the  vertebrae  being  ab- 
two  days  previous  to  the  operation,  I  sorbed.  Theboneandthenew  formation  are 
am  satisfied.  The  portion  described  as  in  the  present  case  contiguous,  not  con tinu- 
having  been  prolonged  on  the  inside  of  the  ous ;  they  are  connected  by  periosteum 
neck  of  the  scapula,  and  which  could  not  externally,  by  medullary  membrane  inter- 
have  been  reached  by  the  finger,  was,  nally.  The  periosteum  forms  the  external 
however,  very  soft,  of  a  gclatiform,  not  envelope  of  both ;  on  the  tumor  it  is  ex- 
brainlike  appearance,  and  of  a  light  pandea  and  thickened,  but  not  otherwise 
claret  colour.  The  disease  seemed  to  have  diseased.  The  latter  remark  does  not  ap- 
commenced  in  the  medullary  cavity  of  the  ply  to  the  medullary  cavity,  in  which,  at 
bone,  in  the  medullary  membrane.  With-  the  distance  of  an  inch  from  the  end  of 
in  tlie  extremity  of  the  remaining  part  of  the  bone,  you  can  indeed  state  that  the 
the  humerus,  for  the  extent  of  three- quar-  medullary  membrane  is  natural  and 
ters  of  an  inch,  the  same  diseased  mass  healthy,  6ut  where,  in  the  recent  section, 
existed  as  has  been  just  described,  and  to  you  could  not  point  out  the  limit  of  the 
a  corresponding  extent  the  osseus  parietes  healthy  condition,  nor  where  the  diseased 
werepartiidlyaosorbed,  the  absorption  tak-  change  commenced;  but  since  the  parts 
ing  place  wholly  from  within.  Ontheouter  have  been  in  spirit,  a  change  of  colour  in 
surfaceof  this  portion  of  bone  no  absorption  the  morbid  formation  has  given  to  it  a 
had  taken  place,  and  it  preserved  its  natu-  seemingly  distinct  line  of  demarcation, 
ral  dimensions.  There  were  no  bony  spi-  Here  you  have  again  an  opportunity  of 
culaf)  throughout  the  diseased  mass,  two  seeing  the  diseased  parts ;  and  although  the 
or  three  short  ones  at  the  ragged  end  of  colours  have  undergone  some  change  from 
the  bone,  and  attached  to  the  periosteum,  the  action  of  the  spirit,  you  will,  with  the 
excepted.  The  morbid  formation  was  assistance  of  this  drawing,  readily  recog- 
contained  in  a  dense  fibrous  capsule,  com-  nize  the  truth  of  the  description  I  have 
posed  of  expanded  and  thickened  perios-  given. 

teuro,  and  continuous  with  that  of  the  re-  You  are  now  also  prepared  to  under- 

maining  bone.    Into  this  dense  capsule  the  stand  and  to  explain  the  symptoms  which 

tendons  of  the  scapulaiy  muscles  were  in-  attended  this  case ;  you  may  perhaps  even 

serted,  as  well  as  those  of  the  latissimus  be    ready    to    express    surprise  that  the 

dorsi  and  pectoralls  major;   the  origin  of  nature  of  the  disease  was  not  recognized 

the  middle  head  of  the  triceps  was  also  until  the  swelling  was  punctured.     But 

traced  from  it.    The  contained  mass  was  gently !     The  sense  of  fluctuation  is  in 

united  to  the  cyst  by  a  very  fine  cellular  these  cases  sometimes  so  apparently  dis- 

membrane  apparently,  but  probably  deli-  tinct,  that  the  most  experienced  sui^cons 

catc  blood-vessels.     I  have  already  told  have  been  deceived  by  it,  acknowlege  their 

you  that  the  cartilaginous  covering  of  the  having  been  so,  and   tliat  they  have  punc- 

bone  was  \^'hole;  the  articulating  surface  of  tured  similar  tumors  under  the  idea  that 


DR.-RIQDY  S  MIDWIFKRY  RKPORTS. 


7T 


tbry  eonUioed  matter  or  other  fluid.  The 
CMMT  of  this  decrptive  nensation  is  to  be 
rooad  ID  the  nature  of  the  tumor  and  its 
eo'f  elope :  the  reason  of  the  motion  in  tlie 
limb  is  self^Tident;  that  of  the  grating 
sessation  on  rotation  depended  on  the  mo. 
tion  of  the  osseous  spicuue  and  ragged  end 
of  the  bone,  whilst  the  extreme  pain  at. 
tending  the  least  motion  of  rotation,  or  the 
least  attempt  at  elevation  of  the  limb, 
arose  no  doubt  from  the  action  of  these  un 
the  adjoining  diseased  periosteum. 

From  the  day  of  the  operation,  Slater 
had  not  a  bad  symptom;  from  the  first 
night  he  enjoyed  sleep,  such  as  he  had  not 
known  for  months.  The  cough  was  i ndeed 
for  some  days  troublesome,  ana  the  expecto- 
ration copious,  but  both  gradually  ceased. 
The  ligature  from  the  artery  came  away 
on  the  thirteenth  day,  the  wound  heallog 
kindly.  Under  a  liberal  diet  he  has  rapidly 
gainerl  flesh  and  strength,  and  on  Tuesday, 
a  month  after  the  operation,  he  leaves  the 
hospital. 

In  conclusion,  what  are  the  patient's 
prospects  of  permanent  health?  The 
answer  will  depend  on  the  nature  of  the 
disease  for  which  he  has  undergone  ampu- 
tation. Was  this  clearly  med  uUary  sarcoma, 
or  was  it  one  of  those  diseased  changes  of 
bone  which  are  included  under  the  name 
of  osteo-sarcoma, which,  though  malignant, 
as  regards  their  intractibility,  are  not  yet 
prov^  to  be  universally  so  malignant  as 
connected  with  a  diseased  state  of  consti- 
tution,  as  genuine  medullary  sarcoma  is  ? 
We  do  not  yet  know  if  in  bone  tumors  of 
a  different  nature  are  not  included  under 
one  and  the  same  name.  In  any  case  the 
operation  was  his  sole  chance.  The  dis- 
eased parts  bare  been  entirely  removed; 
he  has  recovered.  Let  us  hope  the  future 
will  confirm  the  present  favourable  ap- 
pearances. 

MIDWIFERY  HOSPITAL  REPORTS. 

OENEBAL  LYINO'IN  HOSPITAL. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  TSazette. 

Sir, 

The  publication  of  hospital  reports  has 
long  been  a  desideratum  in  this  metropo- 
lis, and  although  it  has  been,  to  a  con- 
siderable  degree,  supplied  by  the  Medical 
Gazette,  as  respects  cases  in  medicine  and 
surgery,  still,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
cases  mterspersed  here  and  there,  scarcely 
any  report  of  midwifery  practice  has  been 
given  to  the  public;  and  I  believe  I  am 
correct  in  stating,  that  no  AJidwifery  Uo$pi' 
tal  Reports  have  as  yet  appeared  in  your 
valuable  journal.  I  therefore  take  the  li- 
berty of  sending  you  a  short  account  of 
the  various  cases  of  iutt-Tcst  which  have 


occurred  at  tlio  Ocneral  Lying  In  nimitltal 

during  1833. 

I  have  the  honour  to  he,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant. 

EnwAan  Riunv,  M.U.KL.N. 

AitltUitt  Phytic  tin-  Arsoui  h»ur  ti» 
thvOvmrsI  liVtiitf  tn  llot|tltiil  i 
Lti'turvr  on  Mtnivtriry  •!  Nl. 
ThoBi»i*fl  HMplUl. 

44,  Psrllament-Atrtst, 
M«rcli  »,  Itt'l4. 

During  last  year,  180  women  won*  i\t» 
livcred'in  the  honpital;  of  thv«c,th«rii»rt 
position  of  the  head  was  ascertalnrd  In 
only  57,  chiefly  owing  to  the  alNwniH%  for 
some  months,  of  house  puplU.  In  U*) 
cases  the  head  was  born  in  the  first  |M<>i 
tiun--viz.  with  the  poHterior  fonUtni'lle 
turned  towards  the  \vn  foramen  ovale  i  in 
22  it  was  born  in  the  second  jiositlon— vlii. 
with  the  posterior  fontanelle  towards  the 
right  foramen  ovale;  of  these  lasti  six 
were  originally  felt  by  myself  in  the  third 
position ^vix.  with  tlie  posterior  fontanelle 
towards  the  right  sacro  iliac  synchondroNis; 
but  which,  as  labour  advanced,  gradually 
moved  forwards  to  the  right  foramen  ovale. 
My  being  able  to  record  but  six  cases  of 
the  tliird  position,  is  simply  owing  to 
other  engagements  havimj;  prevented  my 
being  with  the  patient  sufiiciently  early  be. 
fore  the  head  had  passed  into  the  second 
position  *. 

I  will  briefly  mention  two  cases  where 
the  head  presented  in  the  third  i)osition,as 
tending  to  give  a  good  view  of  the  mo- 
chanism  of  parturition  under  such  circum- 
stances. 

"  July  23,  1833,  Anne  Zuber,«t.  28,  de. 
livered  of  a  girl:  fourth  child.  Posterior 
fontanelle  could  be  reached  w  ith  difficulty 
towards  the  right  sacro -iliac  synchondrosis ; 
anterior  fontanelle  very  distinct  behind  thp 
left  foramen  ovale;  little  liquor  amnii  be- 
tween the  head  and  membranes,  although 
she  is  very^  large,  and  always  has  had  a 
great  quantity  in  her  former  labours.  As 
the  head  advanced,  the  small  fontanelle 
came  more  and  more  forwards ;  the  child 
was  unusually  large,  and  was  followed  by 
a  torrent  of  liquor  amnii.  A  slight 
hemorrhage  appeared,  and  a  very  laige 
placenta  was  expelled.*' 

**  December  20,  1833,  Mary  Abbott,  de- 
livered of  a  boy ;  first  child.  When  the 
OS  uteri  was  nearly  dilated,  the  sagittal 
suture  was  felt  in  the  right  oblique  diame- 
ter; the  posterior  fontanelle  to  the  right  sa- 
cro-iliac  synchondrosis.  As  the  head  entered 

*  Darins  s  three  months'  renldence  at  the  hos- 
pital, thorny  after  mji  returu  from  Germany,  of 
forty-one  laboure,  where  the  potHlon  of  the  bead 
was  carefully  aieertalned  at  au  early  period  of 
labonr*  twenty  children  presented  with  the  head 
111  the  flrtt  poflUlon,  and  iweiity-one  with  It  In  the 
third.  Generally  Hpeaklug,  the  bead  docs  n6t  pre- 
sent so  frequently  In  the  third  as  In  the  first  posi- 
tion ;  being  In  the  proportion  of  two  to  five. 
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the  caTity  of  the  pelvis,  the  posterior  fon-  tbeless,  they  are  separated  flrom  each  other 

tanelle  gradually   adranced  towards  the  by  their  several  membranes,  in  each  of 

right  foramen  ovale;  the  occipnt  passed  which  the  childrm  are  distinct  with  their 

under  the  right  ramus  of  the  pnbic  arch ;  liquores  amnii.*'    The  fhct  of  two  fcetiises 

the  child's  face  turned  towaitb  the  back  being  enclosed  in  the  same  bag  of  mem- 

part  of  the  mother's  leA  thigh.''  bianes  has  been  asserted  by  some  anthons, 

Of  twins  there  has  been  but  one  case,  bnt  I  know  of  no  authentic  case  to  prove 

and  tliat  was  at  the  eighth  month  of  utero-  it    There  is  no  reason,  I  apprehend,  for 

gestation.  supposing  that  a  Graafian  vesicle  can  con- 

"  May  4th,  1833.  —  Anne  French,  et.  tain  more  than  one  ovum,  nor  does  it  seem 
31,  first  pregnancv,  delivered  of  twins  very  probable  that,  in  twins,  both  ova 
(boys).  First  child  presented  with  the  come  from  the  same  ovary,  although  in 
head,  the  second  with  the  feet;  prema-  cases  where  there  are  more  than  two 
tnre;  both  children  alive,  bnt  very  weakly;  children,  this  must  necessarily  have 
the  second  larger  than  the  first ;  menstrn-  been  the  case.  Preparations,  how. 
ated  last  in  the  middle  of  September,  ever,  of  twins  are  rare,  more^  espe- 
When  she  was  about  three  montbs  gone,  cially  cases  of  first  pregnancy,  which,  of 
she  had  a  slight  discharge  of  blood,  whidi  course,  are  best  adaptra  for  inquiries  of 
lasted  for  some  weeks.  The  placentas  were  this  sort.  I  had  once  an  opportunity  of 
united,  each  child  being  in  a  separate  bag  examining  a  beautiftil  preparation  in  the 
of  membranes.  In  the  sulci  between  the  museum  of  Professor  Soeramerinff :  there 
cotvledons,  numerous  openings,  irregular  were  twins  in  ntero  at  about  the  third 
both  in  size  and  shape,  were  observed ;  month,  and  a  corpus  latenm  in  each  ovary, 
their  ediges  well  defined,  and  evidently  not  The  subject,  although  still  imperfect,  is  in- 
produced  by  laceration.  In  one  of  the  teresting;  and  if  any  of  your  readers  meet 
larger  ones,  canals  could  be  distinctly  with  cases  tending  to  elucidate  it  in  any 
seen  branching  off  i^  difierent  directions,  way,  I  trust  that  Uiey  will  communicate 
much  in  the  same  Inanner  as  the  bron-  to  yon  the  result  of  their  observations, 
chi  do."  There  has  been  bnt  one  presentation  of 

The  subject  of  the  placental  cireulation,  the  lace,  and  that  was  under  rather  pecu- 

at  the  time  this  case  was  taken,  interested  liar  circumstances ;  so  that  I  regret  not 

mc  considerably,  and  I  am  glad  to  have  having  been  able  to  be  with  the  patient 

this  opportunity  of  laying  before  yon  one  during  the  whole  course  of  her  labour, 

of  the  original  cases  from  which  my  ob-  **  July  9th,  1833,  Anne  Roe,  »t.  22,  de- 

servations  last  year  upon  this  subject  were  livered  of  a  girl;  first  child.     Was  called 

taken,  and  give  it  as  it  stands  in  the  hospi-  to  her,  as  the  face  was  suspected  to  present 

tal  case-book.  Upon  examining,  I  founcl  the  os  uteri  not 

The  placenta  of  twins  has  been  rather  a  fnlly  dilated,  with  its  edge  thin,  and  the 

subject  of  controversy  among  accoucheurs  bead  presenting  at  the  left  side  of  the 

and  physiologists,  and  must,  I  apprehend,  pelvis;  bnt,  either  from  the  sise  of  the 

still  remain,  to  a  certain  degree,  in  obscn-  pelvis  at  smallness  of  the  head,  it  was 

rity.     The    form  here  described  is  that  in  constant  motion,  and  although  I  at  first 

which  occurs  most  fVequentiy,  nor  have  I  felt  something  like  the  face  to  the  right  of 

mjself  seen  any  twin  case  where  there  was  the  pelvis,  after  a  considerable  movement 

much  material  difference.     Tn  some  in-  of  the  hetA.  I  merely  ielt  the  suture  and 

stances,  it  is  true,  the  edges  of  the  placentae  cranial  bones,  and  pronounced  it  to  be  the 

might  not    occasionally  meet,  having  a  small  fontanelle    backwards  and  to  the 

membranous  space  of  half  an  inch,  or  even  right    I  was  obliged  to  leave  ihe  patient, 

more,  between  them ;  but  in  all  the  cases  but  the  intelligent  midwife  of  the  hospital 

which  1  have  had  the  opportunity  of  ex-  informed  me  afterwards,  that  as  the  os 

amining,  the  cireulation  of  one  placenta  uteri  dilated,  die  face  entered  the  pelvii!, 

was  ditiinet  fmm  that  of  the  other ;  and  and  the  chin  passed  with  tolerable  ease." 

although,  in  the  greater  number  of  twin  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  my  diagnofis 

cases,  tne  placentae  are,  to  all  appearances,  was  so  far  right,  that  it  was  the  great,  and 

united,  stUl,  if  we  carefully  separate  the  not  the  small  fon taacUe,  which  I  felt  to- 

membranes  of  one  ovum  from  those  of  wards  the  right  sacro-iliac  synchondrosiit, 

the  other,  we  shall  freqnenUy  succeed  in  after  the  movement  of  the  child's  head, 

separating  the    placentae    also.    A    twin  We  know  it  to  be  a  fact  that  the  most 

placenta  which  has  been  injected  with  common  presentation  of  the  head  is  with 

wax,  and  is  still  moist,  shews  this  very  the  occiput  to  the  left  foramen  ovale,  and 

distincUy.     The  formation  of  twin  pla-  of  the  face  with  the  chin  to  the  right    It 

cents  lias  been  noticed   by    Maurieean,  might  be  fairly  asked,  are  not  such  pre- 

Portal,aad  in  mrne  degree  by  Levret    **  If  sentations  of  the  face  originally  first  posi. 

(says  Mauriceau)  there  be  two  children  in  tions  of  the  head,    which,   by    turning 

the  womb,  they  have  commonly  bnt  one  u)K>n  its  trtttrnvt^r^  axis,  has  SLilowed  the 

placenta,  which  has    as  manT  cords  at  face  to  come  down  in  this  position }     I 

tachcd  to  it  as  there  are  children ;  never-  merely  mention  this  as  a  curious  liict;  if. 
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indeed,  the  nbowe  case  can  be  conridered  as  adjacent  surface  of  the  bone,  and  in  some 

saffirient  eridence  to  e?en  justi/y  iu  being  instances  with  inflammation  of  the  car- 

c^ed  so.  tilage  itself.    This  disease  the  author  con- 

The  only  case   of   nates  presenUtion  siders  to  be  clearly  distinguishable  from 

which  has  occurred,  was  prematnr&-->?iz.  ulceration  of  cartilage  beginning  on  the 

in  the  sixth  month  j  so  that  the  child  was  synovial  surface.    As  far  as  his  experience 

too  small  to  follow  any  regular  coarse,  extends,  he  has  found  it  considerably  less 

It  had  been  evidently  dead  some  hours  be-  manageable ;  for  though  it  may  occasionally 

foffe  birth.  yield  for  a  time  to  treatment,  the  joint  re- 

A  considerable  Tariety  of  labours  hare  mains  strongly  disposed  to  relapse  into  the 

oocuned  during  this  period,  which  I  shall  disease.    The  circumstance  which  appears 

bring  nnder  the  general  head  of  Dystooea ;  most  opposed  to  recovery  in  this  affection  is 

tmting  of  them  in  the  order  under  which  the  partial  or  complete  separation  of  flakes 

Professor  Naegele  arranges  this  subject.  of  cartilage  from  the  bone,  which  would 

CTo  be  continned.]  prove  an  additional  source  of  irritation. 

This  complaint,  again,  is  not  less  distin- 

Siishable    from    the  disease    which  Mr. 
rodie  has  described  under  the  name  of 

HEDICOCHIRURGICAL  SOCIETY.  «  scrofulous  disease  of  the  joints,  having  its 

origin  in  the  cancellous  structure  of  the 

bone." 
At  a  veiy  full  meeting  of  this  society.        Upon  the  subject  of  anehytoiis  Mr.  Mayo 

which  took  place  on  Tuesday, March  25tb,  obser.es,    that  there  appear  to  be  three 

a  paper,  by  Mr.  Mayo,  was  read,  entitled  varieties  in  the  mode  in  which  the  ends  of 

"  Ohttrvatiant  upon  Uieeration  nfthe  CartiUges  bones  become  united  after  partial  or  com- 

0fJcmiSyand  on  AnehyUnit,**   The  following  plete  destruction  of  their  natural  articular 

ts  a  summary  of  its  contents.  surface :  one  is  bontf  anchttlosi8,\n  which  the 

The  author  distinguishes  three  different  ends  of  the  bones  become  united  after  the 
forms  of  ulceretion  of  cartilage,  which  ap.  complete  absorption  of  the  cartilages  and 
pear  to  him  to  have  been  confounded  synovial  membrane;  a  second  is  eurtifa- 
partly  with  each  other  and  partly  with  an  ginous  auchjfbais,  in  which  a  junction  takes 
affection  of  a  di  fferen  t  nature.  The  cases  place  between  suifaces,both  of  whi  ch  are  car- 
are  thrown  into  three  classes,  each  illus  tilaginons,but  have  previously  been  partial - 
traiive  of  one  of  the  forms  of  ulceration  of  ly  ulcerated ;  the  third  may  be  called  mixed 
cartilage  which  has  just  been  mentioned,  anchyloiisy  in  which  a  surface  of  cartilage, 
Class  1  contains  instances  of  absorption  of  that  has  undergone  partial  ulceration,  is 
cartilage,  beginning  upon  its  synovial  united  to  a  denuded  surface  of  bone.  These 
aspect;  the  new  surface,  if  of  cartilage,  distinctions,  indeed,  refer  to  differences 
bcvngperfeetly  smooth  ;  if  of  bone,healthy:  rather  in  the  nature  of  the  surfaces  that 
the  alMorption  of  cartilage  having  been  at-  become  united  than  in  the  mode  and  pro- 
tended with  inflammation  of  the  capsular  cess  of  union.  In  each  of  the  three  kinds 
Rjnovial  mcmbraae.  it  may  be  proved,  or  rendered  very  proba< 

Upon  the  eases  brought  forward  in  this  ble,  that  an  exudation  of  coagulable 
dass  Mr.  Mayo  observes,  that  they  are  of  lymph,  adhering  to  the  surfaces  which  are 
care  occurrence;  that  the  absorption  of  in  apposition,  first  glues  them  together 
cartilage  is  very  rapid;  and  that  it  is  at.  mechanically,  and  afterwards  becomes  an 
tended  with  severe  inflammatory  pain  and  organized  medium  of  union.  The  layer  of 
inflammation  of  the  capsular  synovial  lymph  is  of  very  variable  thickness :  when 
membrane ;  generally,  also,  with  suppura-  in  contact  with  bone,  it  is  presumable  that 
tion  in  the  cellular  tissue  adjacent  to  the  it  gradually  becomes  ossified ;  when  inter- 
joint.  The  only  favorable  termination  of  posed  between  cartilages,  it  probably  be- 
the  disease  which  Mr.  Mayo  has  observed  comes  absorbed  after  union  has  taken 
has  been  anchylosis.  place.    The  same  may  happen,  in  part,  in 

Class  3  comprises  cases  of  ulceration  of  bony  anchylosis. 
cartilage,    beginning   upon    its   synovial        The  opinions  advanced  by  Mr.  Mayo  iu 

aspect,  proanctng  an  irregularly -excavated  this  paper,  are  supported  and  illustrated 

an rface,  with  fibrous  or  brush  like  projec-  by  an    extensive    series  of  preparations 

tiona  of  the  cartilage  or  synovial  mem.  (injected  and  otherwise),  from  the  Museum 

brane,  where  it  is  reflected  over  the  carti-  of  King's  College.    Some  of  the  specimens 

lagte ;  the  bone,  and  the  surface  of  the  car-  were  of  remarkable  beanty,  and  stronulji 

tilage  towards  it,  being  healthy.   In  the  3d  corroborative  of  Mr.  Mayors  yiews.     Wc 

class  are  to  be  found  instances  of  ulcera-  particularly  noticed    some   preparation.", 

tion  taking  place  on  both  aspects  of  ear-  shewing  the  vascuiariitf  of  cartilage  under 

tilage,  but  principally  or  the  surfiacenext  states  of  diseases,  the  different  forms  of 

the  brrne,  attended  with  inflammation  not  ulceration  and  absorption  of  cartilage,  and 

only  of  the  synovial  membrane,  but  of  the  the  varieties  of  anchylosis. 
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the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  the  posterior  fon.  theless,  they  are  separated  (torn  each  other 

tanelle  gradually   advanced  towards  the  hy  their  several  membranes,  in  each  of 

right  foramen  ovale ;  the  occiput  passed  which  the  children  are  distinct  with  their 

under  the  right  ramus  of  the  pubic  arch ;  liquores  amnii."    The  fact  of  two  foetuses 

the  child's  face  turned  towaras  the  back  being  enclosed  in  the  same  bag  of  mem- 

part  of  the  mother's  left  thigh."  branes  has  been  asserted  by  some  authon. 

Of  twins  there  has  been  but  one  case,  bnt  I  know  of  no  anthentic  case  to  prove 

and  that  was  at  the  eighth  month  of  ntero-  it    There  is  no  reason,  I  apprehena,  for 

gestation.  supposing  that  a  Graafian  vesicle  can  con- 

"  May  4th,  1833. —  Anne  French,  sst.  tain  more  than  one  ovum,  nor  does  it  seem 

31,    first    pregnancy,    delivered  of  twins  very  probable  that,  in  twins,  both   ova 

rboys).     First  child  presented   with  the  come  from  the  same  ovary,  tdthongfa  in 

nead,  the  second  with  the  feet;  prema-  cases  where  there    are    more   than  two 

tare  J  both  children  alive,  but  very  weakly;  children,    this     must    necessarily    have 

the  second  larger  than  the  first ;  menstru-  been     the    case.       Preparations,     how. 

ated  last  in  the  middle  of   September,  ever,    of  twins    are    rare,   more    espe- 

When  she  was  about  three  monUis  gone,  cially  cases  of  first  pregnancy,  which,  of 

she  had  a  slight  discharge  of  blood,  which  course,  are  best  adapted  for  inquiries  of 

lasted  for  some  weeks.   The  placentse  were  this  sort.    I  had  once  an  opportunity  of 

united,  each  child  being  in  a  separate  bag  examining  a  beautifbl  preparation  in  the 

of  membranes.     In  the  sulci  between  the  museum  of  Professor  Soemmering :  there 

cotyledons,  numerous  openings,  irregular  were  twins  in  ntero  at  about  the  third 

botii  in  size  and  ^ape,  were  observed ;  month,  and  a  corpus  loteum  in  each  ovary, 

their  edges  well  defined,  and  evidently  not  The  subject,  although  still  imperfect,  is  in- 

{produced  by  laceration.    In  one  of  the  teresting;  and  if  any  of  your  readers  meet 

arger  ones,    canals    could  be  distinctly  with  cases  tending  to  elucidate  it  in  any 

seen  branching  off  i^  different  directions,  way,  I  trust  that  they  will  communicate 

much  in  the  same  manner  as  the  bron-  to  yoa  the  result  of  their  observations, 

chi  do.''  There  has  been  but  one  presentation  of 

The  subject  of  the  placental  cireulation,  the  (ace,  and  that  was  under  rather  pecu- 

at  the  time  this  cose  was  taken,  interested  liar  circumstances ;  so  that  I  regret  not 

mc  considerably,  and  I  am  glad  to  have  having  been  able  to  be  with  the  patient 

this  opportunity  of  lading  before  you  one  during  the  whole  course  of  her  labour, 

of  the  original  cases  from  which  my  ob-  '*  July  9th,  1833,  Anne  Roe,  set.  22,  de- 

servations  last  year  upon  this  subject  were  livered  of  a  girl;  first  child.     Was  called 

taken,  and  give  it  as  it  stands  in  the  hospi-  to  her,  as  theface  was  suspected  to  present 

tal  case-booK.  Upon  examining,  I  found  the  os  uteri  not 

Hie  placenta  of  twins  has  been  rather  a  fully  dilated,  with  its  edge  thin,  and  the 

subject  of  controversy  among  accoucheurs  head  presenting  at  the  left  side  of  the 

and  physiologists,  and  must,  I  apprehend,  pelvis ;  bnt,  either  from  the  size  of  the 

still  remain,  to  a  certain  degree,  in  obscu-  pelvis  or  smallness  of  the  head,  it  was 

rity.     The    form  here  described  is  that  in  constant  motion,  and  although  I  at  first 

which  occurs  most  frequently,  nor  have  I  felt  something  like  the  face  to  the  right  of 

myself  seen  any  twin  case  where  there  was  the  pelvis,  afier  a  considerable  movement 

much  material  difference.     In  some  in-  of  the  hmd  I  merely  felt  the  suture  and 

stances,  it  is  true,  the  edges  of  theplacentse  cranial  bones,  and  pronounced  it  to  be  the 

might  not    occasionally  meet,  having  a  small  fontanelle    backwards  and  to  the 

membranous  space  of  half  an  inch,  or  even  right.    I  waa  obliged  to  leave  the  patient, 

more,  between  them ;  but  in  all  the  cases  but  the  intelligent  midwife  of  the  hospital 

which  I  have  had  the  opportunity  of  ex-  informed  me  afterwards,  that  as  the  os 

amining,  the  circulation  of  one  placenta  uteri  dilated,  the  face  entered  the  pelviji, 

was  distinct  from  that  of  the  other ;  and  and  the  chin  passed  with  tolerable  ease." 

although,  in  the  greater  number  of  twin  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  my  diagnosis 

cases,  tne  placentas  are,  to  all  appearances,  was  so  far  risht,  that  it  was  the  great,  and 

united,  stul,  if  we  carefully  separate  the  not  the  small  fontanelle,  which  I  felt  to- 

membranes  of  one  ovum  from   those  of  ivards  the  right  sacro-iliac  synchondrosio, 

the  other,  we  shall  frequently  succeed  in  after  the  movement  of  the  child's  head, 

separating  the    placentse    also.    A    twin  We  know  it  to  be  a  fact  that  the  most 

placenta   which  has  been  injected  with  common  presentation  of  the  head  is  with 

wax,  and  is  still  moist,  shews  this  very  the  occiput  to  the  left  foramen  ovale,  and 

distinctly.     The  formation  of  twin  pla-  of  the  face  with  the  chin  to  the  right.    It 

centae  has  been  noticed   by    Mauriceau,  might  be  fairly  asked,  are  not  such  pre- 

Portal,  and  in  some  degree  by  Levret.    **  If  sentations  of  the  face  originally  first  posi- 

(says  Mauriceau)  there  be  two  children  in  tions  of   the  head,    which,   by    turning 

the  womb,  they  have  commonly  hot  one  upon  its  tmniiv^r«>  axis,  has  allowed  the 

placenta,  which  has    as  many  cords  at-  face  to  come  down  in  this  position  ?     I 

tached  to  it  as  there  are  children  ;  never-  merely  mention  this  as  a  curious  fact  ^  if, 
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indeed,  the  above  cue  can  be  coniidered  oi  adjacent  svrlkce  of  the  bone,  and  in  some 
sufficient  evidence  to  even  justify  its  being  instances  with  inflammation  of  the  car- 
called  so.  tilage  itself.    This  disease  the  author  con. 

The  only  case  of   nates  presentation  siders  to  be  clearlj  distinguishable  from 

which  has  occurred,  was  premature— via.  ulceration  of  cartilage  be^nning  on  the 

in  the  sixth  month ;  so  that  the  child  was  synonal  surface.    As  far  as  his  experience 

too  small  to  follow  any  regular  course,  extends,  he  has  found  it  considerably  less 

It  had  been  evidently  dead  some  hours  be-  manageable;  for  though  it  may  occasionally 

fore  birth.  yield  for  a  time  to  treatment,  the  joint  re- 

A  considerable  variety  of  labours  have  mains  strongly  disposed  to  relapse  into  the 

occurred  during  this  penod,  which  I  shall  disease.    The  circumstance  which  appears 

bring  under  the  general  head  of  Dystocea ;  most  opposed  to  recovery  in  this  affection  is 

treating  of  them  in  the  order  under  which  the  partial  or  complete  separation  of  flakes 

Professor  Naegele  arranges  this  subject.  of  cartilage  from  the  bone,  which  would 

[To  be  contlnaed.]  pmre  an  additional  source  of  irritation. 

This  complaint,  again,  is  not  less  distin- 

Sii^hable    from    tne  disease    which  Mr. 
rodie  has  described  under  the  name  of 

MEDICO-CHIRURGICAL  SOCIETY.  «  scnifulous  disease  of  the  joints,  having  iti 

origin  in  the  cancellous  structure  of  the 

bone." 

At  a  very  full  meeting  of  this  society,  Upon  the  subject  of  ancftj^/oiis  Mr.  Mayo 

which  took  place  on  Tuesday, March  26th,  6bser.es,    that  there  appear  to  be  three 

SI  paper,  by  Mr.  Mayo,  was  read,  entitled  varieties  in  the  mode  in  which  the  ends  of 

*'  Ohtervations  upon  Ulceratim  rftht  CartUtget  bones  become  united  after  partial  or  com- 

cf  Joints^  and  pn  AnehyUnU,'*   The  following  plete  destruction  of  their  natural  articular 

IS  a  summary  of  its  contents.  surface :  one  is  bonif  ancht/lotis^in  which  the 

The  author  distinguishes  three  different  ends  of  the  bones  become  united  after  the 
forms  of  ulceration  of  cartilage,  which  ap.  complete  absorption  of  the  cartilages  and 
pear  to  him  to  have  been  c<mfottnded  synovial  membrane;  a  second  is  cartita- 
partly  with  each  other  and  partly  with  an  ginous  anchylosis^  in  which  a  junction  takes 
affection  of  a  different  nature.  The  cases  place  between  surfaces,both  of  which  are  car- 
aire  thrown  into  three  classes,  each  illus  tilaginous,but  hare  previously  been  partial - 
tratire  of  one  of  the  forms  of  ulceration  of  ly  ulcerated ;  the  third  may  be  called  muted 
cartilage  which  has  just  been  mentioned,  anchylmu,  in  which  a  surface  of  cartilage. 
Class  I  contains  instances  of  absorption  of  that  has  undergone  partial  ulceration,  is 
cartilage,  beginning  upon  its  synovial  nnited  to  a  denuded  surface  of  bone.  These 
aspect ;  the  new  surface,  if  of  cartilage,  distinctions,  indeed,  refer  to  differences 
being  perfectly  smooth  ;  ifof  bone,healthy :  rather  in  the  nature  of  the  snrfaces  that 
the  absorption  of  cartilage  having  been  at.  become  united  than  in  the  mode  and  pro- 
tended with  inflammation  of  the  capsular  cess  of  union.  In  each  of  the  three  kinds 
synovial  membrane.  It  may  be  proved,  or  rendered  very  proba- 

Upon  the  cases  brought  forward  in  this  ble,  that  an  exudation  of  coagulable 
dass  Mr.  Mayo  observes,  that  they  are  of  lymph,  adhering  to  the  surfaces  which  are 
rare  occurrence;  that  the  absorption  of  In  apposition,  first  glues  them  together 
cartilage  is  very  rapid;  and  that  it  is  at-  mechanically,  and  afterwards  becomes  an 
tended  with  severe  inflammatory  pain  and  organized  medium  of  union.  The  layer  of 
infiamniation  of  the  capsular  synovial  lymph  is  of  very  variable  thickness :  when 
membrane ;  generally,  also,  with  snppura-  in  contact  with  bone,  it  is  presumable  that 
tion  in  the  cellular  tissue  adjacent  to  the  it  gradually  becomes  ossified ;  when  inter- 
joint.  The  cmty  favorable  termination  of  posed  between  cartilages,  it  probably  bc- 
the  disease  which  Mr.  Mayo  has  observed  comes  absorbed  after  union  has  taken 
has  been  anchylosis.  place.    The  same  may  happen,  in  part,  in 

Class  2  comprises  cases  of  ulceration  of  t>ony  anchylosis, 

cartilage,   beginning    upon    its   synovial  The  opinions  advanced  by  Mr.  Mayo  in 

aspect,  producing  an  irregularly-excavated  this  paper,  are  supported  and  illustrated 

surface,  with  fibrous  or  brush  like  projec-  by  an    extensive    series  of  preparations 

tions  of  the  cartilage  or  synovial  mem-  (injected  and  othervt'ise),  from  the  Museum 

brane,  where  it  is  reflected  over  the  carti-  of  King's  College.    Some  of  the  specimens 

lage ;  the  bone,  and  the  surface  of  the  car-  were  of  remarkable  beauty,  and  strongly 

tilage  towards  it,  being  healthy.   In  the  3d  corroborative  of  Mr.  Mayors  views.     We 

class  are  to  be  found  instances  of  ulcera-  particularly  noticed    some   preparation;*, 

tion  taking  place  on  both  aspects  of  car-  shewing  the  vaseuiarity  of  cartilage  under 

tilage,  but  principally  on  the  surface  next  states  of  diseases,  the  different  forms  of 

the  bone,  attended  with  inflamntatttm  not  ulceration  and  absorption  of  cartilage,  and 

only  of  the  synovial  membrane,  but  of  the  the  varieties  of  anchylosis. 
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ROYAL  INSTITUTION. 

Friday,  March  31. 


**  A.  DATT    AT   POMPEII." 

A  MOST  mid  and  satisfactory  description 
of  Pompeii,  a$  it  is,  was  given  this  even. 
ing,  by  Mr.  Hellyer,  who  visited  the  spot 
in  the  winter  of  1832-3.  By  the  aid  of 
abundance  of  drawings,  prints,  plans,  and 
sketches,  illastrated  by  highly-interesting 
oral  explanation,  the  lecturer  was  veiy 
Kuccessful  in  the  obiect  which  he  specially 
had  in  view — namely,  that  of  comprising 
in  an  animated  narrative,  an  hour  long,  an 
account  of  things  seen  and  done  by  him  at 
Pompeii  in  the  space  of  a  day.  Vesuvios, 
at  the  time  of  his  visit,  was  in  full  erup- 
tion, or  at  least  sufficiently  so  to  enable 
him  to  appreciate  the  fine  description 
given  by  Pliny,  in  his  letters  (vi.  16and20), 
of  the  awful  catastrophe  by  which  the  citj^ 
was  drowned  with  ashes  in  the  year  79. 
Mr.  H.  read  an  ample  extract  from  the  work, 
pointing  out  the  localities  mentioned,  and 
explaining  several  of  the  incidents  alluded 
to.  It  would  be  difficult  to  follow  the 
learned  lecturer  in  all  his  details ;  nor,  in- 
deed, could  we  afford  space  for  even  an 
enumeration  of  the  various  objects  which 
he  so  well  described:  the  freshness  of 
most  of  those  objects,  after  so  long 
a  period  of  concealment,  seems  chiefly 
to  have  impressed  his  mind ;  and  he 
dwelt  with  satisfactory  minuteness  on  the 
interior  arrangements  of  the  houses,  the 
triclinia,  the  bath-rooms,  and  the  sleeping 
apartments.  Some  of  the  houses  appear 
to  h%ve  contained  above  60  rooms :  the  walls 
of  some  of  them  were  found  highly  deco- 
rated with  colouring  and  paintings ;  and 
the  ftimiture,  the  bronze  chairs,  and  can- 
delabm,  were  of  much  elegance  and  taste. 
It  added  not  a  little  to  the  jpratification  of 
the  visitors  to  see  lighted  before  them  this 
eveninff  one  of  the  lamps  found  in  Pompeii, 
which  had  not  been  so  used  for  at  least 
1755  years.  We  may  add,  that  some 
glazed' windows  were  found  in  the  ancient 
city,  particularly  where  they  were  abso- 
lutely wanted  as  skylights  fur  the  baths. 
Abundance  of  skeletons  were  discovered 
about  Pompeii,  many  of  them  in  painfully 
interesting  attitudes.  And  we  should  not 
forget  to  mention  that  we  derived  much 
pleasure  from  the  description  Mr.  Hellyer 
gave  of  the  fine  Mosaic  of  the  battle  of 
the  Granicus. 


MOSCATPS  PAMPHLET. 


But  although  the  disclosures  about  the 
Gauite  and  Lancet  are  not  a  little  amusing, 
we  cannot  notice  them  as  we  presume  it 
was  intended  we  should :  we  do  nut  wish 
to  interfere  in  the  dispute,  and  have  not 
foigot  the  old  «dage— tnlcr  amieot  nt  sit 
jutlet.  As  to  the  rest,  the  circumstantial 
nature  of  the  details  (times,  places,  and 
persons,  being  mentioned,  as  well  as  ex- 
tracts from  letters  being  given)  will  make 
it  easy  for  Dr.  Eliiotson  to  disprove  any 
parts  of  the  narrative  which  ma?  be  untrue; 
and  we  take  it  for  granted  ne  will  feel 
himself  called  upon  to  do  so. 

NEW  MEDICAL  WORKS. 

Pathological  and  Surgical  Observations 
on  the  Diseases  ot  the  Joints.  By 
B.  C.  Brodic,  V.P.R.S.  Third  edition, 
with  alterations  and  additions.  8vo. 
10s.  6d.  bds. 

The  Signs,  Disorders,  and  Management  of 
Pregnancy ;  the  Treatment  to  be  adopted 
during  and  after  Confinement;  and  the 
Management  and  Disorders  of  Children. 
By  Douglas  Fox,  Member  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons.    8vo.  Gs.  cloth. 

The  Principles  and  Practice  of  Obstetricy, 
as  taught  by  J.  Blundell,  M.D.,  with 
Notes  by  T.  Castle,  M.D.    8vo.  21s.  bds. 

In  the  Paess. 

Cox*s  Essay  on  the  Symptoms,  Treat- 
ment, Tests,  &e.  of  Poisons.  With 
coloured  Plates.    Sixth  edition. 
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•    Ekratum  in  LA8T  NtMBEs. — Page  11, 
line  21,  /or  «  bead,"  read  «  feet.' 
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LECTURES  it  te  at  last  entirely  disabled  through  ex- 
haustion :  with  the  cessation  of  its  action, 

^*  **"  the  process  of  labour  is  also  at  a  stand. 

THEORY  AND  PRACTICE   OF  This  is  exactly  antiogous  to  what  we  ob^ 

MLD WIFERT  •  "^^^      ^  *^    hourly  in  the  trulv  muscu- 

•  lar  structures:  when  fatigued,  they  con- 

IMvered  t  th*  London  Hoqntml,  tract  feebly  and  unwillingW,  and  when 

their  powers  are  exhausted  they  can  exert 

Bt  FaAMCis  H.  Rausbotham,  M.D.  themselves  no  longer.    Such  cases,  then, 

^^  of  reputed  prolonged  parturition,  are  de- 

pendent   on  false,'  irritable,    spasmodic 

LscTUBB  XXYIII.  pains,  situated  in  sQme  other  part  of  the 

body ;  by  which,  as  we  hare  already  learned, 

DIFFICULT  LABOUR.  women* are  frequently  harrassed  towards 

OnftfTf.— We  shall  now  proceed  to  the  the  close  of  gestation ;  but  which  are  per- 

considezation  of  the  second  part  of  our  fectly  unconnected  with,  and  indepenaeut 

diHsion—TiB.  dijfieuU  labourt ;  which  class  of,  contraction  in  the  uterine  fibres. 
embraces  two  orders^the  first  lingering^        In  estimating  lingering  labours,  weoal. 

and  ti^e  second  imtrumentat,  cnlate  from  the   first  commencement  of 

D«fittUum.^l  have  defined  a  lingering  true  uterine  action ;  but  in  esUmating  the 

labour  to  be  a  case  in  which  the  head  pre-  length  of  labour,  in  reference  to  the  pa- 

cents ;  which  occupies  more  than  twenty-  tient's  strength,  and  its  effects  on  her  sys- 

foor  hours  from  its  commencement  to  Us  tem,  we  only  take  into  consideration  the 

termination;  which  is  concluded  without  time  that  has  elapsed  since  the  membranes 

the  necessity  of  instrumental  or  manual  broke;  for  it  is  reasonable  to  infer  that  no 

interference;  during  the  progress  of  which  greaX  exertion  has  been  sustained --conse. 

no  dangerous  or  unusual  symptoms  mani-  quently  that  little  or  no  exhaustion  has 

fest  themselves;    ancT  in  which  nothing  appeared;    and  particularly    that  scarce 

calling   for   anxiety   occurs,   except  the  any  injurious  pressure  can  have  taken  place 

length  of  time  that  elapses  under  its  con-  on  the  soft  parts  within  the  pelvis,  while 

tinnance:  so  that  it  differs  only  from  a  the   membranous    cyst   remained  entire, 

natural  labour  in  respect  of  its  duration.  Thus,  when  called  to  a  case  of  lingering 

We  sometimes  hear  of  a  woman  being  labour,  in  considering  the  chance  of  injjunr 

in  labour  a  week,  ten  days,  a  fortnight,  or  from  its  duration,  our  mind  should  be^df- 

even  longer.    Such  an  idea  is  perrectlv  ab-  vected,  not  so  much  to  the  interval  which 

aard :  the  powers  of  the  system  coul^  not  ^'^    elapsed    since    the   first   accession 

bear  up  against  the  exertion  of  labour  for  of  uteriife  pains,  as  to  the  time  at  which 

ao  protracted  a  period.    Besides,  the  ac-  the  membranes  ruptured ;  and  that  should 

live  agents  couldnot  support  their  opera-  ^  looked  upon  as  the  period  when  it  was 

tions  for  so  long  a  time :  for  the  uterus,  possible  for  dangerous  pressure  to  have 

whether  it  is  muscular  in  structure  or  not,  commenced. 
obeys  the  laws  of  muscular  action  under  Causes. 

paitnrition ;  and  we  know  that  if  muscles        Many  and  various  are  the  causes  which 

be  compelled  to  work  for  a  great  length  of  may  produce  a  lingering  labour.  They  may 

time,  they  at  length  refuse  to  act ;  and  the  be  arranged  under  two  distinct  heads-^ 

aame  occurs  with  regard  to  the  uterus,  namely,  those  which  ara  referable  to  the  tto- 

Its  powers  become  gradually  enfeebled,  ther,and  those  in  which  te  ovum  is  at  fault, 

under  a  continuance  of  excessive  toil,  and  The  causes  referable  to  the  mother  are— 

333.— xiv.  Q 


82       DR.  F.  H.  RAMSBOTHAM  ON  THE  PRACTICE  OF  MIDWIFERY. 

Ftrrt,  the  want  of  iufficient  power,  or  the  Tided  the  propelling  power  were  adequate 

absence  of  sufficient   energy,    in   the  to  the  end.    In  some  cases,  where  the  de- 

uterus  itself;  lay  is  attributable  to  inefficient  uterine 

Secondly,  the  want  of  sufficient  room  in  the  action,  we  may  alsoha^e  the  sanguiferons 

bony  pelvis,  to  admit  the  ready  passage  system  acting  with  diminished    energy ; 

of  the  foetus;  and  there  are  perhaps  other  symptoms  pre- 

Thirdiy,  the  presence  of  one  or  more  tumors  aent,  indicatiTe  of  general  debility.    It  is 

in  the  pehic  cavity ;  not  very  likely  that  we  shall  find  much 

Fourthly,  rigidity  of  the  os  uteri,  vagina,  difficulty  in  detecting  this  cause  of  linger- 

and  perineum  —one  of  these  organs  Ming  ing  labour. 

affected  singly;  or  a  combined  rigidity  of  TrtatmerU, — Under  these  circumstances, 

the  whole  tending  to  retard  the  progress;  *  it  becomes  our  duty  to  endeavour,  if  pos- 

Fifthly,  a  cicatrix  in  the  vagina ;  and,  sible,  to  rouse  the  uterine  energies ;  by  do- 

Suthly,  obliquity  of  the  os  uteri.  ing  which  we  may  probably  prevent  tfie 

Those  causes  of  lingering  labour  referable  necessity  of  instrumental  delivery.    This 

to  the  ovum,  are  taid  to  be—  object  we  can  sometimes  ea^'ily  effect.    The 

Fint,  preternatural  toughness  of  the  mem-  pains  may  be  augmented  botli  in  frequency 

branes ;  and  force,  and  may  even  occasionally  be 

Secondly,  the  head  being  enlarged,  from  restored  after  they  had  been  suspended 

natural  healthy  formation,  defoonity,  for  many  houn-y-^Jira,  by  warm  diluent 

or  disease ;  drinks ;  teeondty,  by  stimulants  taken  into 

TUrd/i/,  the  head  being  too  strongly  ossified,  the  stomach;  thirdly,  by  particular  medi- 

thoiigh  not  of  larger  dimensions  than  cines;  /ouriA/y,  by  friction  and  other  exter- 

ordinary;  nal  means;  and,  fifthly y  by  a  change  of 

Fourthly,  malposition  of  the  head ;  posture. 

FyWv,  ascites  or  tympanites  of  the  foetal  Of  all  the  methods  employed  for  the 

*    abdomen ;  purpose  of  increasing  inefiicient,  and  re- 

Sixthly,  the  umbilical   cord  being  unna-  storing  declining  pains,  none  are  more 

turally  short,  or  being  twisted  around  frequently  had  recourse  (o,  and  none  are 

the  body  or  limbs  of  the  fcetos;  less  injurious,  than  warm  diluents ;  they 

Seventhly,  unusual  bulk  of  the  trunk  or  are  the  simplest  that  can  be  used,  and  are 

limbs ;  and,  frequently  successful.    It  is  a  very  common 

Fighthly,  monstrosity.  observation  of  the  nurse,  when  tne  uterine 

Some  of  these  causes  in  which  the  child  contractions  are  weak,  short,  irregular, 
is  at  fault,  wc  shall  find,  exert  a  great  and  distant,  "  Shall  I  gi?e  my  mistress  a 
Influence  over  the  duration  of  labour;  littlewarmgnieltobringbacktnepains?" — 
while  others,  as  we  shall  hereafter  have  an  If  such  nourishment  be  grateful  to  the  pa- 
opportunity  of  seeing,  possess  no  power  tient,  if  there  be  no  tendency  to  vomit,  or 
whatever  in  retarding  the  process.  if  she  feels  to  desire  it,  there  can  in  few 

Inefficient  uterine  action. — We  shall  pro-  cases  be  any  objection  to  the  exhibition  of 

ceed,  then,  to  consider  the  first  cause  of  warm   diluents ;  and  they  may  be  given 

lingering  labour  referable  to  the  mother —  almost  ad  libitum.    To  stimulants,  as  a  ge. 

namely,  a  want  of  sufficient  uterine  ac-  neral  principle,  under  labour,  I  decidedly 

tion.    Labours  rendered  tedious,  or  lin-  object;  and  consider  it  as  a  maxim  never 

gering,  from  thiscause,  are  usually  observed  to  allow  them,  unless  some  degree  of  faint, 

in  constitutions  debilitated   by  previous  ness  be  present ;  or  a  languid  state  of  the 

disease,  by  excessive  discharges,  or  some  general  system  indicate  their  propriety: 

other    depressing  action.     We  often  re-  because  the  excitement  they  produce  must 

mark,  also,  that  the  uterus  acts    feebly  be  followed  by  a  corresponding  depression ; 

when  the  woman  has  previously  borne  a  and  they  may  tend  either  to  induce  fever, 

UiTge  family.    In  this  latter  instance,  in-  or  hurry  on  exhaustion.    Before  stimu- 

deed,  the  organ  does  not  obey  the  laws  of  lants  are  exhibited,  many  things  must  be 

muscular  action ;  for  the  more  frequently  taken  into  consideration;  such  as  the  state 

muscles  are  called  into  powerful  .exertion,  of  the  pulse  and  skin ;  the  length  of  time 

the  stronger  they  become; — the  uterus,  on  the  labour  has  lasted;  the  strength  of  the 

the  contrary,  usually  acts  the  more  feebly  paius;  the  degree  of  faintness  the  patient 

when  its  peculiar  powers  have  been  often  is  suffering ;  and  the  kind  of  discharge, 

called-  into  operation.  Should  the  pulse  be  weak  and  slow,  Uie 

This  cause  of  lingering  labour  is  known  surface  colder  than  natural,  the  uterine 

by  the  pains  being  feeble ;  the  intervals  at  contractions  powerless,  and  the  system  de- 

Wbich  Uiey  succeed  each  other  distant;  the  pressed,  while  at  the  same  time  there  is  no 

mace  of  time  daring  which  they  continue  blood  flowing  through  the  vagina,  nor  any 

«nort;->while,  at  the  same  time,  there  pro-  indication  of  internal  and  concealed  he- 

bably  exists  a  good  pelvis,  and  a  sufficient  morrhage,  stimulants  are  indicated ;  and 

4legree  of  dilatation  and  laxity  of  the  pas-  either  the  domestic  or  medicated  may  b« 

sages  to  allow  the  escape  of  the  f<Btus,  pro-  allowed. 
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Variotu  ipMiSc  medicinn  hare  been  ra- 
oamOcaded  M  diflennt  timM,  to  incieue 
tfaa  psrtvrieBt  throe*,  mad  IkdUtale  the 
cfaild'i  binb ;  bnt  I  beliere  that  tbe  whole 
of  tttoe  ubMucM,  one  odIj 

apim  the  womb  tfaroDgh  ti_. _. 

iMitoed  in  the  utcriml  ijitem.  Tbryfint 
itjiniilate  tbe  nerroBi,  then  the  uteriai. 
Mid  thno^  the  mcdinm  of  those  ^itellii, 
A»  vtenu.  Ahnoit  the  onlj  medicine 
now  oKd  u  an  uteriiie  excitant,  ii  the 
agft  ^  ryt ;  and  I  bare  no  hcaitatioti  in 
dedarins  mj  opinion  that  its  action  !■ 
mciSc,  and  that  tbe  ateras  is  not  affected 
Ihrongfa  an  J  diitnthuice  fint  act  ap  in  the 
Biteriai  ijstem. 

The  aecale  cornatum,  erfrot,  or  ipnrred 
ire,  u  the  prodace  of  a  diaewe  in  tbat 
puut,  with  which  one  or  mai«  of  the 
grains  in  difterent  ean  tire  simnltaneonal; 
•OectnL  When  attaekedwith  the  "ipur," 
tbe  com  first  beromei  sofliih  and  pulpj; 

— J 1  bureling  from  its  husk,  obtains 

^    and  aunmes  a  le      ' 
■lightlj'  caired,  and  point  .  _. 

mity ;  iti  hue  is  in  the  8nt  instance  red, 
bat  it  soon  chanfreg  to  a  dark  Tiotet,  ar 
blaeki^  colottr.    The  diseased  grain  tb^ 
lieB  mai^  in  length,  sometlmea  being  per- 
fectl;  concealed  within  its  bask,  at  otnen 
growing  to  nearly  tut  inch  and  a  balfj  its 
nanal  length  is  abont  an  inch,  and  iti  ge- 
neral appeataoM  reKmbles  much  the  spur 
of  the  cock.     A«  we  obtain  the  grain,  it  is 
irj,  and  breaks  with  an  insular  frac- 
ture, somewhat  like  a  dried  almond.     On 

bdag  diTided  it  is  seen  to  consist  of  a  t 

daA  cortleal  and   internal   bSoish  white 
anbstance;  it  has  no  heating  qnall lies,  is 
not  nnpleaaaDt  to  the  taste,  bat  possesses  a 
alight  mawkJBb  flaroiir.     Almost  all  the 
gMiDS,  nitd  many  of  the  other  grasses,  are 
■olgact  to  this  aflection ;  bnt  it' is  most 
■waal  in  rye,  and  iB«st  lieqncntly  taken 
Awnthatgrainforaiedictiialpnrposes.  Wet 
•eaaons  are  particularly  farourable  to  it* 

pwdaction  j  it  is  swnetimes  obserred  in    to  increase  nterine  action,  the  sabltance 
this  country,  bnt  is  oorecammonin  Swit-    has  been  known  to  possess  deleterious  and 
zerlaod,  the  sonth  of  France,  and  in  North    poisonnns  qualities   for    more    than  BOO 
AnMioa.    Tbe  disease  destroys  tbe  germi-    years,  and  has  been  employed  on  the  Con- 
QMing  power  of   thnie  particular  seeds    tinent  by  female  mldwives,  as  a  promoter 
wUch  are  attacked  with  it;  but  does  not    of  labour  pafiis,  for  nearly  IdO  Tears.     If 
aiVct  ijie  soand  grains  in  tbe  same  ear.    taken  in  large  rjuantities,  mixed  with  the 
._  .f    -,_..    ...  .     ,.      .    .     'tiijgnun,  I    "     '    *■        '  *"* 

,  spasms,  a 

Ually  affected  with   this  disease.      ('The    gangrene  and  slonghing  of  the  extremlliei 
Agares  are  of  the  uataral  size.]  suparreoe ;  and  to  this  disease  the  name  Oi 

The  ergot  in  fine  powder  is  of  a  perfect  antitnu  has  heen  given.  Its  deleterious 
ailt  eolourt  and  its  inAuion  of  a  dingy  eflectB  were  lirsl  rectwnised  so  early  as  the 
Ti«let.  year   1096,    by   SigeWt   de    Gremblour. 

For  ibe  jaots  contained  in  the  following  Wendelln  Thelius,  a  Oerman  physician, 
.«kalch  I  am  principally  indebted  to  a  rerr  gave  an  account  also  of  an  epidemic  which 
iBBeDl«uepampUct,pDbliahedsixorseTen  raged  in  the  kingdom  of  Hesse  in  1996, 
jnm  since,  by  the  late  Dr.  Adam  Neale.        attributed  to  this  disease  being  so  l>equent 

Atth»agb ' «his  medicine  has  only  been  in  the  grain.  In  I648and  16&,  botbSax- 
ihAd'ecoune  toferylately  bypnctldoncn,    ony  and  Sweden  hecame  ravaged  by  a- si. 
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milar  epidemic;  and  twenty  years  after-  man  and  Dr.  H.  Davies,  both  of  whom 

wards  the  same  accidents  took  place  from  published  some  cases  in  which  it  had  been 

the  same  cause  in  Blois  and  Montarges,  in  tried.    Since  that  time  it  has  come  into 

France.    Nerertheless,  it  was  not  till  1670  Teiy  common  use ;  its  powers  are  almost 

that  the  Academic  des  Sciences  de  Paris  universally  known  to  the  profession ;  and 

became  informed  of  the  singular  accidents  the  medical  periodicals  of  the  day  teem 

which  had  occurred  in  Cologrne,  owing  to  with  the  history  of  cases  in  which  it  has 

the  use  of  bread  there,  made  with  spurred  been  found  of  service, 

lye.    In  1777,  M.  Tessier  witnessed  the  On  its  first  introduction,  many  praoti- 

same  occurrences  also  in  Cologne,  and  tioners,^especiallythoseof  the  old  school, 

made  numerous  observations  and  experi-  —  recei\'«d  with   much    distrust   the  ae- 

ments,  a  very  interesting  account  of  which  counts  of  its  virtues,  published  in  the  Ta> 

he  pnblishea  in  the  Memoirs  of  the  An-  zious  journals, and  elsewhere:  at  last,  how- 

eient  Royal  Society  of  Medicine.    Since  ever,  from  the  mass  of  evidence  aocnma- 

that  time,  in  different  years,  its  baneful  in-  lated  on  the  subject,  they  were  forced  to 

llnenoe  has  been  more  or  less  remarked  in  admit  its  powers  and  efficacy.    They  then 

France.    And  although  some  observers,  as  took  a  different  ground,— acknowledged  its 

Panlet  and  Model,  have  thought  that  the  power,  but  objected  to  its  use : — it  was 

deaths  occurring  at  those  times,  in  these  argued,  that  if  it  really  possessed  such 

particular  distncts,  were  caused  by  the  influence  over  the  uterus,  that  virtue  must 

great  vicissitudes  in  weather  and  tempera-  be  obtained  at  the  expense  of  the  system ; 

ture,  rather  than  by  the  diseased  ^rain ;  that  it  must  act  on  the  uteras  through  the 

yet  the  various  experiments  of  Tessier,  on  medium  of  the  arterial  system ;  and  thus 

animals  removed  out  of  the  influence  of  should  be  classed  as  a  stimulant,  aud  as 

such  exciting  causes,  fully  prove  the  acci-  such  must  produce  dangerous  excitement, 

dents  were  attributable  to  the  gnin  itself.  This,  as  I  have  just  mentioned,  is  cer- 

Like  many  other  valuable  medicines,  the  tainly  not  the  case,— «s  all  unprejudieed 

knowledge  of  this  substance  vras  for  many  observers  agree  in  testif^ng :  it  acts  on 

centuries  entirely  confined  to  its  poisonous  the  uterus  entirely  through  the  nervous 

qualities;  and  even  those  who  had  studied  system,  not  necessarily  exciting  the  heart 

its  history  in  the  closest  manner  were  igno-  and  arteries  to  increased  action ;  its  in- 

rant  that  it  could  boast  any  other.    Of  flnence  is  specific,  confined  to  the  uterine 

spurred  Tye,  first  mentioned  for  its.noxious  organs;  and  the  pulse  is  only  secondarily 

effects  in  1096,  no  notice  occurs  of  it,  as  an  affected. 

uterine  remedy,  till  1688,  when  R.  J.  Ca-  Anotherobjectionwas  then  urged  against 

merari  us  stated  that  in  some  parts  of  Oer-  it;  it  was  said  to  be  dangerous  to  the 

many  midwives  were  in  the  habit  of  using  child's  life,  and  a  number  of  instances 

it  to  accelerate  parturition.    No  author,  were  brought  forward  in  which  the  chil- 

however,  mentioned  it  for  this  purpose  dien  were  bom  dead  after  the  ergot  had 

from  that  time  till  1774,  when  Parmentier,  been  exhibited.    It  was  supposed  that  the 

inabrief  letter  to  the  Editor  of  the /oumoi  noxious  properties  of  the  drug  were  so 

d«  Phystqutf  made  known  that  it  was  fre-  great  as  to  have  destroyed  the  child  through 

quently  used  by  Mad.  Depille,  a  midwife  the  mother's  system.    In  most  of  the  cases, 

at  Chamont,  as  a  child-bed  remedy.  however,  which  were  brought  forward  to 

This  letter  merely  announced  the  simple  determine  this  fact,  the  labour  had  been 
fact;  it  was  to  M.  Desgranges,  an  able  ob.  very  lingering,  and  the  chUd  had  probably 
stetrical  practitioner  at  Lyons,  that  we  are  been  destroyra,  not  by  any  poisonous  qua- 
indebted  for  rescuing  this  medicine  from  lity  resident  in  the  drug,  but  by  pressure 
the  hands  of  the  women.  He,  in  1777,  either  on  the  foBtal  head,  during  its  pas- 
having  met  with  many  females  who,  from  sage  through  the  pelvis,  or  most  liKelr 
a  traditionary  knowledge,  were  aocus*  on  the  funis  umbilicalis.  I  have  myself 
tomed  to  employ  it  with  no  little  mystery  seen  many  cases  in  which  ergot  was  given 
In  cases  of  lingering  labour,  made  some  where  the  children  were  bom  alive;  and 
trials  with  it  himself,  and  published  in  therefore  I  am  warranted  in  saying  that 
various  journals,  at  different  times,  the  re-  the  drug  does  not  necessarily  oestroy  the 
salt  of  his  practice  and  observations.  The  f(etus.  It  is  by  no  means  impossible,  now- 
American  physicians  were  in  the  habit  of  ever,  that  the  foetal  body  may  be  g^tly 
using  it  man^  years  before  it  became  gene-  affected  by  drags  received  into  the  mother's 
rally  known  lo  England.  'Both  Drs.  De-  system ;  of  which  fact  I  have  had  an  oppor- 
wees  and  Chapman,  of  Philadelphia,  and  tunity  of  seeing  some  examples,  ana  one 
Drs.  Hosack,  Bibby,  Prescot,  ana  Steams,  of  a  particularly  striking  character.  A 
of  New  York,  had  employed  it  repeatedly,  lady,  in  eonsequenoe  of  suffering  severe 
It  was  not,  indeed,  till  the  year  1820,  that  pains  during  tne  last  few  weeks  of  preg- 
it  attracted  particular  notice  in  this  ooun-  nancy,  was  in  the  habit  of  taking  opium  to 
iry,  when  the  attention  of  the  profession  some  considerable  extent,  until  the  aoces- 
was  called  to  it  by  my  jDriends,  I>r.  Merri-  sion  of  actual  labour:  her  children,  on 
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tfH^  ocewioDi,  were  ml  ways  expelled  In  a  permuUa  fridi  extrnpU,  in  fuibu$  patttu  prtmm- 

drowiy,  stnpidy   almoit   comatose  state,  tvrus  induetus  fuit    mptlmo  ml  octmvo  gns- 

which   continued  for   some   hours    after  vUUtatitmen»eperaetO'^9otoieeaiiteorHMitittiu; 

their  birth.     If  opium  is  sometimes  capa-  ovuU   membranU  inttgris  itrvutU ;   or*  utgri 

ble  of  producing  such  an  effect  upon  the  oecluto  neque  digito,  nequs  ti//o  alio  mcdo  ad 

foBtns,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  believe  in  paief'aetionem  excitalo.     Quare  hoe  medieamm" 

the  possibilitjofthe  ergot  also  being  able  to  him  opinarr  etiam  ab  imtio,  portu*  doiortt  in- 

pioance  an  injurious  influeiice  in  a  similar  duegr§  paste :  et  n  tam  insigmt  HU  viret,  appro- 

manner ;  and  it  has  happened  to  me,  in  pimfuantt  graviditatit  Jhu,  atHjudieomm ;  <tmi- 

fonr  different  instances,    to  witness    the  lemfaeuitatem*idem,dutnrte€ntrit«3nguumquo 

death  of  the  foetus,  a  few  hours  after  birth,  ovum,  negare,  abturdum  #net.    Haud,  pnf'oet^^ 

by  convulsions,  poiiauam  pariut  prematurut  prapUr  oam  eautam  meate  eomutum  ab  utu  «r. 

imduetut/fterat  ope  tolum  tteaiu  eomuti.  Three  peUondum  esf.     Nihilo  miniU  modieot  oporiH 

of  these  cases  occurred  in  the  children  of  notitiam  {/tu  virtutit  a  vulgo,  pneipuiquo  a 

Che  nme  woman,  and  in  all  four  the  me-  mulieribut,  dUigentimmi  eelantm,  in  tuit  pte^ 

dkioe  had  been  given  for  four  or  &ye  days  torilnu  oeeulii  fgrrt '. 

in  fall  doses.    Thus,  then,  although  I  am  The  drug  has  been  exhibited  in  various 

persuaded  the  exhibition  of  the  drug  does  forms,  chiefly  in  powder,  infusion,  decoc- 

aot  neeenart/y  injure  the  child,  I  am  not  tion,  and  tincture.    The  two  first  are  in 

•on  that  some  ill  effects  may  not  pomblif  my  opinion  the  best  modes ;  the  tincture 

arise  to  it  occasionally.  I  look  upon  as  almost  inert.    If  given  in 

Again,  it  was  objected  that  the  medicine,  fine  powder,  about  twenty  grains  is  the 

if  commonly    introduced    into    practice,  proper  dose;  but  I  am  myself  generally  in 

would  be  dangerous,  because  it  might  be  the  nabit  of  giving  it  in  infusion.    Two 

given    in  cases  perfectly  unfitted  for  its  drachms  may  be  infused  in  four  or  six 

me;  and  that  contusions,  inflammations,  ounces  of  boiling  water  for  twenty  mi- 

flloughings,  and  lacerations  of  the  uterus,  nntes;  a  fourth  part  of  the  strained  liouor 

vagina,  and  perineum,  would  frequently  should  be  given  at  a  time,  and  the  ai»se 

foUow  its  injudicious  employment.      It  may  be  repeated  every  quarter  of  an  hour, 

surely  is  neither  sound  logic  nor  fair  argu.  until  either  its  action  oecomes  apparent, 

nent  to  adduce  as  an  objection  against  a  or  the  whole  is  taken :  for  I  consider  it 

valaable   remedy,    the    possibility  of  its  useless  to  persevere  with  the  medicine  if 

«bnse.    I  would  aslE,  is  bleeding  never  the  quantity  mentioned  produces  no  effect. 

liable  to  be  abused;  or  mercury — that  most  I  have  found  that  if  the  infusion  be  allowed 

powerful  perhaps  of  all  our  internal  medi-  to  stand  much  longer  than  the  time  I  have 

eines?--> Would  we  discard  these  remedial  specified,  it  acquires  a  nauseating  property 

means  because  a  bungler  might  misapply  which    greatly    distresses    the  '  stomach. 

them  ? — Neither  is  this  nor  any  other  me-  Desgrangea  used  only  the  black,  cortical 

dicine  to  be  prescribed  at  random;    we  part,  in  which  he  considered  its  active 

must  only  have  recourse  to  it  in  conse.  principle  to  reside :  he  gave  it  in  diises  of 

quenoe  01  certain  conclusions  at  which  our  four  or  six  grains,  which  he  found  as  efB- 

mind  has  arrived  aAer  a  system  of  severe  cacious  as  thirty    grains   of  the  whole 

TCmsoning.*  powder.     Villencuve  administered  it  in 

Still  another  objection  has  been  taken,  hnvMnU ;  and  he  considers  this  the  most 

•tronger  and  more  difficult  to  refhte  than  efficacious  means  of  employiuff  it,  provided 

any  of  the  former;— namely,  that  if  the  there  be  present  much  irritability  of  the 

medicine  possesses  such  powers  in  increas.  stomach. 

ing  the  action  of  the  uterus,  it  must  also  I  have  given  the  eigot  in  the  doses  I 

poasess  the  power  of  producing  uterine  ae-  recommend,  for  many  successive  days,  on 

tion  ab  imtio ;  and  if  such  were  the  case,  several  occasions,  and  never  knew  it  pro> 

it  would  be  little  less  than  criminal  to  ad-  dnce  any  Imu!  effects  upon  the  mother,  ex- 

mitintoourpharmacopceia,orintooommon  cept   occasionally  nausea  and  vomiting. 

nae,  any  drug  which  miffht  be  had  recourse  Usually  there  is  no  more  evident  effect 

to,  iMth  by  nnprindplea  men  and  females,  qu  the  system  generally  than  would  be 

to  occasion  abortion.    This  argument  was  observed  after  taking  a  cup  of  tea ;  but  its 

answered  by  a  denial ;  it  was  said  it  only  effects  upon  the  uterus  are  speedy,  powerful, 

possessed  the  power  of  increasing  the  con-  and  astonishing.    Its  action,  under  labour, 

tractions  of  the  uterus  when  that  oigan  was  mostly  commences  within  fi  fleen  or  twenty 

disposed  to  act,  and  did  not  produce  them  minutes  after  its  exhibition ;  and  the  cha- 

ab  initio.    In  confirmation,  it  was  declared  raoter  of  the  pains  induced  throuffh  its 

that  in  those  countries  and  seasons  when  agency  differs  materially  from  the  ordinary 

orgoiiimi  was  prevalent,  miscarriages  were  throes  of  parturition  ;  so  that  it  is  possi. 

not  more  frequent  than  usual,  which  must     -rzr ; — : — ; Z 77, ,,„ 

hjT.  .  been^e  e»e   if  «Kot  produced  ,.;,'?,r.Cr.'2?S,"b:J.';  d':r«Y'.'.%'u.Z'5: 

abortion.  the  tenUment  conveyed  In  the  lett,  in  s  Ungiii|s 

Fifnkn  lute  omnia  vera  i-^egemet  rpte  tamen  not  universaUp  uiidcr»tood.— F.  H.  R. 
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ble  in  many  cases  to  discrimiilate  them,  use  of  the  forceps,  that  "  he  would  not' be 
as  being  actually  produced  by  the  drug  it-  surprised  if  in  twenty  years  that  inslru- 
self; — they  are  stronger  and  more  con-  ment  should  be  known  only  by  name." 
stant  than  the  common  pains  of  labour.  And  again,  he  says,  "  that  except  in  the 
When  the  eigot  has  obtained  a  full  power  rare  cases  in  which  the  Cnsarean  opera-' 
over  the  system,  the  nterus  often  acts  with*  tion  was  formerly  recommended,  I  con- 
out  any  decided  intermission  for  many  ceire  there  will  now  be  no  occasion  for  in- 
minutes  together ;— there  being  only  a  strumental  aid  in  midwifery.*'  Such  sen*^ 
slight  remission  obsenred,— no  interval  of  timents  as  these,  and  such  recommendations 
perfect  ease.  M.  CheTreul  was,  I  believe,  as  Mr.  Michell  has  promulgated,  are  cal- 
^e  first  to  record  this  observation;  the  ctdated,  in  my  opinion,  to  do  immense 
same  remark  has  been  made  by  man?  mischief,  because  th^  must  lead  to  tha 
other  physicians ;  and  I  have  had  myself  blind,  injudicious,  and  dangerous  emplov# 
an  opportunity  of  observing  its  truth  on  ment,  of  a  very  powerful  agent.  Nor  is  he 
many  occasions.  likely  to  serve  the  cause  of  which  he  has 
As  the  ergot  undoubtedly  possesses  such  stood  forward  as  such  a  staunch  supporter, 
a  strong  influence  over  the  uterine  system,  for  he  would  raise ,  our  expectations  so 
it  is  evident  that  if  exhibited  improperly  hi^h  as  to  lead  us  to  look  for  Impossibi- 
it  is  likely  to  do  great  injury.  lities ;  and,  as  often  happens  with  over- 
There  are  many  cautions,  then,  neces-  zealous  advocates,  he  has  ruined  his  ease 
sary  to  be  attended  to  in  adopting  and  by  proving  too  much, 
employing  it  Its  exhibition  must  not  be  Authors  vaiy  vei^  much  in  the  statements 
thought  of  in  any  case  where  a  dispropor-  the^  furnish  of  their  success  with  this  grain, 
tion  exists  between  the  head  of  the  cnild  This  discrepancy  may  partly  be  accounted 
and  the  pelvic  cavity ;  we  should  Incur  for  by  the  ergot  not  beii^  fresh,  since  bj 
great  danger  of  inducing  contusions,  in-  being  kept  it  loses  its  virtue.  It  may  also 
flammation>,  and  laceration.  Neither  must  be  owing  partly  to  the  constitution  of  the 
it  be  exhibited  where  there  is  any  dispo-  patient  not  being  susceptible  of  its  pecu- 
sition  to  rigidity  of  the  parts  either  of  the  liar  action.  We  know  that  some  persons 
OS  uteri,  uie  vagina,  or  the  perineum,  are  not  susceptible  of  the  peculiar  action 
through  fear  of  the  same  dangers.  As  a  of  mercury ;  and  we  may  easily  believe 
principle,  it  is  not  usually  necessary  in  that  in  the  same  manner  some  constitn- 
orst  children,  and  thererore  this  is  a  tions  may  be  insusceptible  to  the  peculiar 
case  in  which  we  generally  should  make  action  of  the  ergot  of  lye. 
an  exception.  It  must  not  be  given  Stimulating  clysters,  principally  oom- 
in  any  case  where  the  lingering  labour  de-  posed  of  the  purgative  salts,  have  often 
pends  upon  a  malposition  of  the  head.  It  been  found  useful  in  exciting  the  uterine 
may  be  admissible  occasionally  in  breech  fibres  to  more  powerful  contraction, 
presentations;  but  in  no  other  kinds  of  pre  <  External  means  are  sometimes  had  re- 
tematural  labour  should  we  ever  think  of  course  to  for  the  purpose  of  increasing 
admmistering  the  ergot.    It  must  only  be  uterine    action.      Warmth,    applied   by 

E'ven  in  cases  where  the  sole  cause  of  de.  means    of   hot   flannels    to    the   uterine 

y  is  a  torpid  or  feeble  state  of  uterine  region,  to  the  legs,  the  thigKs,  and  the 

action  ;  or  where  it  is  desirable  to  termi-  back,  has  been  tried,  but  has  seldom  been 

nate  the  labour  speedily, — and  that  too  by  found  efficadons  in  restoring  uterine  ae> 

means  of  the  natural  powers, — in  conse-  tion,  unless  there  has  been  depressed  aite- 

quence  of  hasmorrhage.    I  have  found  it  rial  eneigy,  or  a  cold  surface.    Undte  Such 

very    useful    in    accidental    haemorrhage  circumstances  we  should  not  only  ianply 

after  the  membranes  have  been  ruptured ;  warmth  externally,  but  give  warm  <ulu- 

in  loss  of  blood  under  abortion,  where  it  ents,  or  perhaps  stimulants.    Pressure  and 

was  impossible    to  empty  the  uterus  by  fViction  are  found  to  possess  greater  power 

manual  operation  ;    and  where  the  pa-  over    the    uterine    fibres    than    warmth 

tient  would  perhaps  have  sunk  from  the  externally  applied.     The  pressure  ooca- 

continuance  of  the  bleeding.  sioned  by  a  bandage,  or  the  pressure  of  the 

'But  although  I  am  perfectly  convinced  of  hand,  will  often  excite  the  uterus  to  in^ 

the  powen  which  the  ergot  sometimes  dis-  crea<!ed  action  both  before  and  after  the 

plays  under  parturition,  I  am  by  no  means  birth  of  the  child.    I  shall  hereafter  tell 

inclined  to  agree  with  those  practitioners  vou,  that  in  cases  of  haemorrhage  after  de- 

who  think  that  this  medicine  will  entirely  livery,  dependent  on  a  flaccid  state  of  the 

supersede  the  necessi  ty  of  any  other  means  uterine  fibre,  we  possess  no  more  serviceable 

b(»ng  used  in  lingering  labour.    I  cannot  means  to  ensure  its  permanent  contraction 

coincide  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  Mr.  than  the  application  of  pressure  by  the 

Michell,  of  Cornwall,  who  published    a  grasp  of  the  hand ;    and  aithougfa  t  con- 

treatise  on  this  drug  in  the  year  IA28,  and  sider  that  pressure  acts  more  energetically 

stated  his  conviction  that  its  general  intru.  upon  the  uterus  when  the  organ  is  more  or 

duction  will-eo  completely  supersede  the  less  emptied  of  its  ooatents,— at  any  rate 
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mfier  the  hlrtb  of  the  child, — yet  I  am  per-  tioni  inculcated  bj  Professor  Banu,^tQ 

saaded   that   firm    steady    pressure    will  evacuate  the  liquor  amnii  in  all  cases 

sometimes   excite    the    uterus    to    more  where  the  uterus  is  acting  feebly;    and 

vigorous  contraction,  even  while  it  con.  many  instances  hare  come  under  my  own 

tains  the  footas  within  its  cavity.   Friction  observation  in  which  not  only  has  this  act 

prerioasly  to  the  birth  of  the  child  is  more  disappointed  the  intention  of  the  operator, 

frequently  had  recourse  to  under  lingering  but  been  followed,  after  the  lapse  of  some 

labour  than  pressure,  and  a  most  efficient  time,  by  such  symptoms  as  required  that 

means   it   sometimes   proves.    I  do  not  the  lafalour  should  be  terminated  instru. 

allude  to  friction  in  the  way  tliat  Dr.  mentally.    I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  a* 

Power  recommends,  viz.,  with  the  tips  of  protracted  case  is  always  a  necessary  con- 

the  fingers  all  brought  together,  and  run  sequence  of  such  interference;  forin'many 

quickly  over  the  abdomen,  as  if  playing  instances  where  the  os  uteri  is  perfectly 

on    a  tamborine,  and  continued  for  six,  dilatable,where  it  has  acquired  the  diameter 

eight,  or  ten  hours  successively.     If  fric-  of  the  size  of  a  crown,  and  especially  where 

tion  be  employed,  it  should  be  done  gently  there  is  an  excessive  quantity  of  liquor 

with  the  open  palm  of  the  hand  for  ten  amnii  present,  the  evacuation  of  the  water, 

minutes  or  a  quarter  of  an  hour  together.  — by  causing  the  head  to  bear  more  de- 

This,  however,  is  inconvenient;  in  many  cidedly  on  the  os  uteris  will  sometimes 

cases  it  is  not  possible  to  have  recourse  to  increase  the  vigour  of  the  contractions,  and 

it  at  all;    and  in  no  instance  shoold  a  bring  about  a  more  speedy  termination, 

nodical  man  himself  be  the  operator,  but  But  I  allude  to  it  as  a  generally  .adopted 

a  female  friend  might  be  directed  to  do  it  principle;  and  cannot  but  consider  that 

Dr.  Power  thinks  that  friction  in  the  man-  such  an  interruption  of  nature's  ordinances 

ner  he  has  described  both  excites  the  ute-  requires  in  practice  the  greatest  possible 

rus  when  dormant,  and  relieves  the  patient  judgment  and  discrimination. 
from  false  pains,  by  determining  tbe  ''par-         Nor  must  I  allow  the  custom  of  irritat- 

turient  enei^y  "  from  the  particular  part  ing  the  mouth  and  neck  of  the  womb  with 

which  is  the  seat  of  pain  to  the  uterus,  the  finger,  and  rubbing  the  finger  down 

He  considers  false  pain  as  a  metastasis  of  the  back  face  of  the  yagina,  along  the  rec. 

the  parturient  action;   and  he  thinks  the  turn,  to  pass  unnoticed;  nor  that  still  less 

excitation  of  the  friction  over  the  uterine  justifiable  mode  of  proceeding — ^e  endea- 

region  restores  the  action  to  its  proper  and  ▼our  to  dilate  the  os  uteri  by  the  two  firat 

natural  seat,  the  utenis.    It  is  an  inge.  fingers  introduced  within  it;  which  last 

nious  idea,  but  I  think,  like  many  other  means  also  has  received  the  sanction  of  the 

Tnioni  views,  this  also  is  fallacious.  deservedly  great  name  of  Professor  Bums, 

am  Inclined  to  think  that  electrical  as  applicable  to  some  states  of  the  os  uteri : 

shocks— particularly  derived  from  the  gai-  but  which  I  do  not  feel  myself  warranted 

▼anic  battenr — would  excite  the  flagging  in  mentioning  except  in  terms  of  repro- 

powers  of  the  uterus  under  labour,  and  bation. 

perhaps  even  induce  action  ab  initio.    This  

is  a  means,  however,  of  which   I  by  no 

means  recommend  a  trial ;   and  I   only  CASES  AND  REMARKS, 

judge  by  analogy,  in  consideration  of  the 

influence  the  electrical  fluid  exerts  over       Bv  R.  Arrowsmitb,  M.D.,  Covbntry. 

the  nervous  system  generally,  and,  through 

that  system,  over  muscular  contraction. 

We  may  sometimes  also  succeed  in  ren  J. — Partui.  P£RITonitis. 

.dering  the  uterine  contractions  stronger  -,       r  ii      •  i.        .1       ... 

and  more  efficient  by  changing  the  pa-  The  following  case  of  partial  peritonitis 

ticnt's  position,  particularly  from  the  re.  terminating  lu   the  formation   of  pus, 

cumhent  to  the  upright  posture ;  and  as  which    perforated    the   diaphragm   and 

this  is  a  very  simple  means,  as  it  is  often  luuff,  is  an  unusual  example  otcircum- 

useful,  and  as  the  change  brings  great  re-  scribed   peritoneal  inflammation.     The 

lief  to  the  patient,  she  may  be  advised  to  narration  is  abstracted  from  notes  taken 

Mt,  stand,  or  walk,  as  her  own  inclination  almost  every  day  during  the  progress  of 

dictates.    The  effect  is  most  probably  pro-  t^g  ease,  wfiich  is  interesting  from  the 

fwf.  ll  ^^  yra^^tation  of  the  head  upon  phenomena  which  occurred  during  iU 

tbe  OS  uteri.  ^  -n       r        -^  ^j.  • 

Before  concluding  this  part  of  my  sub-  ^^""^/s  ^^11  as  from  its  cause     It  is 

ject,  I  must  again  repeat  to  you  thi  can-  V^^^^^f  Jo  the  profession  for  the  pur- 

tion  previously  given  against  unnecessarily  P?*?,  ^t    elucidaUng  tbe  diagnosis  m 

n^turing  the  membranes  during  the  first  similar    states  of  disease.      The  only 

stage  of  labour.     It  has  of  late  become  analogous  cases  with  which  I  ain  ac- 

very  much  the  practice,->attributable  in  Cjuainted  are  two— one  related  in  Uir. 

some  measure,  perhaps,  to  the  recommenda-  Abercrombie*s  work  on  Diseases  -of  the 
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Btomacb,  &c.,  the  other  by  M.  Andral,  Mji  be  vomited   nearly    a  gallon  of 

in  the  fourth  Tolume  of  the  Clinique  blood,     containing    much     coagulum. 

Midicah,    As  the  latter  work  is  un-  Blood  passed  bj  stool  irom  Sunday  to 

translated,  I  have  subjoined  M.  Andral 's  Wednesday ;  and  on  the  following  Mon- 

statement  of  the  case.     Dr.  Abercrom-  dav  he  was  brought  to  me. 
bie*s  is  more  briefly  described  in  the        His  breathing  is  now  short  and  diffi- 

seouel  also.  cult,  but  without  cough  or  pain  in  the 

Case  I.^Aug^t  23d,  1833.— J.  Pos*  chest ;  the  epigastrium  and  whole  of  the 

'tin,  et.  30,  wagffoner,  of  spare  habit,  left. side  of  the  abdomen,  down  to  the 

but  muscular,  ana,  previous  to  the  pre-  ilium,  is  much  distended,  hard,  painful, 

sent  complaint,  always  healthy,  applied  and  tender,  and  sounds  completely  doll 

for  advice,  having  walked  with  dimculty  on  percussion.     The  right  hypochon* 

about  half  a  mile.   His  countenance  was  drium,  the  right  side  or  the  abdomen, 

pallid  and  anxious,  and  indicative  of  the  umbilical  and  hypogastric  regions, 

suflering;  the  breathing  was  short  and  are  soft,  free  from  pain,  and  have  their 

difficult,  but  withmt  eaygh  ;   the  pulse  natural  resonance ;  the  skin  is  hot ;  the 

quick ;  the  epigastrium  was  much  dis-  pulse   120,  and  weak  ;    the  tongue  is 

tended,  hard,  painful,  and  tender.    As  covered  with  a  creamy  fur ;  he  has  ano- 

the  case  seemed  important,  he  was  sent  rexia    and    sickness  ;    the  bowels   are 

home  to  bed,  in  oraer  that  a  more  deli-  freely  open  from  the  medicine,  and  the 

berate  examination  might  be  made.  motions  abound  in  bile  ;    the  face  is 

24th.— On  farther  investigation,  it  ap-  pallid,  not  sallow ;  the  right  side  of  the 

peared,   that  between  two    and  three  thorax  sounds  clear ;  the  respiration  is 

weeks  previously,  being  much  intoxi-  natural.    About  and  below  the  sixth  rib 

cated,  he  was  struck  on  the  right  hypo-  on  the  left  side  the  chest  sounds  very 

chondrium  with  the  shaft  of  the  waggon,  dull,  and  the  respiration  is  obscure — 

and  knocked  down.  He  was  so  much  hurt  higher  up  it  is  more  audible ;  there  is  no 

as  to  be  obliged  to  be  carried  home.   An  rile.    Decubitus  is  habitually  on  the 

embrocation,  was  first  applied,  and  after-  left  side. 

wards  six  leeches  to  the  right  side.  Two  He  was  bled  freely  from  the  arm, 
or  three  days  subsequently  he  lost  a  very  leeches  were  applied  to  the  epigastrium, 
small  quantity  of  blood  from  the  arm,  and  calomel  was  cHrdered  e^&ery  four 
and  he  took  a  good  deal  of  medicine,  hours,  and  castor  oil  if  necessary. 
Nine  days  after  the  accident  he  had  an  Sept  3d. — The  blood  drawn  on  the 
attack  of  hematemesis *,  when  his  wife  24th  was  not  buffed;  leeches  have  been 
applied  daily  to  the  epispistrium,  and 

*  From  the  aUarstion  In  ornnitaUoo  which  tbc  the  calomel  continued,    xhe  tumor  is 

STta  Thr ^'i.r'.J^V^r  .i:S*n,S".t';  undiminished,  but  the  epigastrium  i.  no 

■ymptomt  which  preceded  the  hemfttcmesit.  It  longer  tender,  unless  pressed  deeply, 

it  probable  that  this  haemorrhage  originated  fai  There  is  pain  in  the  left  bypochondrium. 

an  active  hgperemim  of  that  organ  in  particular,  »rk^  „«..^^i  ^^„*:«  .^.  j  .if  *^ 

and  of  the  jSntignona  atmctaret.    Hcmatemeels,  The  SOUnd  continues  dull  on  pcrcussion 

when  It  la  nnt  a  vicarloap  dlsrbargep  or  the  reenlt  OVer   the  parts  already   dcscnbed  ;    the 

of  a  morbid  diathesis  of  the  blood  lUelf,  In  the  breathinir  la  fH»*»r       At  fivp  v  m    vMf^p 

neater  number  of  Instances  Is  nearly  allied  to  Oreaininff  IS  freer.      AX  nve  P.M.  yester- 

Inflammation.   Aboat  this  time  I  witnessed  two  ^^f  ^^  nAu  a  severe    and    protracted 

cases  of  s.Tere  hematemesis  in  persons  who  had  shivering  fit, .  To-dav  the  uriue  deposits 

5KS2::;X'iT."2s*j?^.:.?n'3rwr-i"r  «.  thick  %hite  ^Lt^t,  b.«ng7«. 

withstanding  the  loss  of  blood  by  vomiting— vene-  viously  been  clear.     Pulse  125;   head 

I!2*S  ^""S'^'^'^l  P"7'"^;. ''"**  k"^?*'^'  unaffected.    The  irums  are  tender,  the 

and  led  to  the  perfect  restorstlon  of  health,  so  •  «  ,  f?  .       •«uu«^i,  ***«, 

that  no  organic  change  In  the  structure  of  the  DOWelS  open,  and  the  motions  abound  m 

stomach  or  sdJacent  organs  could  reasonably  be  bile.     The  ton&fUe  is  much  clearer, 
■opposed to  hsve  pre-existed.    Portal  has  related  a.i,       n..  *lir»:».k*   «#*  «!«»  *^A  1,^  I.- J 

■ome  enrlous  cases  of  hemaumesis.  In  which  the  Oth.— Uu  the  niflrbt  of  the  3d  he  had 

blood  came  from  the  liver  through  the  dactns  a  severe  pam  <if  the  left  side,  near  the 

r.^£.j^'5'^r'ordis:;.s::^o"s2  s^°  ^f  *« ,«'»«'  "b.  for  which . 

IkUlcaaesnfthisdesCTlptloii,  the  morbid  altera-  olister  was  applied  yesterday,  and  the 

tion  of  the  lirer  consisted  of  red  softening,  with  pain  is  now  much  relieved.      At  four 

S.TT««..iSr^-Vto^'A;SrJ,'rp3:  *•-•  he  w..  ,e.>ed  wUh  eaufk,  which 

|ia.   Portal's  obscr\'ations  on  these  subjects  are  immeuiately  became  distressing.  With 

imdiet,  I.  243MI,  and  11.  154-210,  and  also  ^"«c  *40,  and   weak.       He  lies  con- 

Latour*!  HMotrt  PhiloA»9kiqfte  rl  M^dieale  det  stantiv   on    the   left   side  ;    and    if  he 

•f  tha  latter  anth«r.  dyspnoea  instantly  become  worse.    The 
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raigmstric  tumor  Bas  decreased  towards  is  no  Intl^n^  of  the  inieroostal  spaces, 

ue  right  hypocbondriQiD,  and  in  that  The  toiflrastnnm  is  quite  soft,  seareelj 

|Mrt  there  is  now  resonance  on  pereos-  at  aU  full,  and  resonant  all  oTcr. 
sioD.     The  swelling*  occupies  Uie>  re*        11th. -*  The   cough   hecame   woiaa 

mainder  of  the  epigastrium  and    left  about  11  o'clock  last  night,  but  no  in- 

hy])ochondrinm  down  to  the  left  iliac  crease  of  ezpectoratbn  took  place  till 

region,  and  those  parts  sound  quite  dull,  eight   this  morning.      During  twelre 

There  is  not  much  heat  of  skin  *.  hours  from  that  time,  at  least'ibree  pmla. 

0th.— Perspiration  came  on  last  night  of  fluid  were  coughed  up*    The  cough 

for  the  first  time ;  no  rigor  or  chUliness.  was  constant,  not  nolent,  and  without 

The  oongh  and  expectoration  became  dyspncea.     At  eight  this  erening  the 

mddeniy  wery  much  better  about  eight  cough  and  expectoration  ceased  aJtose- 

P.M.  jresterdav.    The  breathing  is  nee  ther,  and  the  oreathing  became  difficult; 

if  he  lie  on  tne  left  side,  and  he  is  then  pulse  136.     The  skin  is  rather  hot;  no 

perfectly  easj;  but  if  he  torn  on  bis  chilliness.    The  fluid  coughed  up  had  a 

iMck  or  right  side,  the  breathing  be-  turbid  bluish    colour,  and   was  rather 

comes    immediately  distressing.      The  thick :   some  pus  subsided,  and  there 

fluid  coughed  up  yesterday  was  about  a  were  two  or  three  streaks  of  blood.     He 

pint    in    quantity,    of  a  light  brown-  says  the  fluid  has  a  decidedly  bitter 

coloured  watery  fluid,  with  about  two  taste.    The  tumor  of  the  abdomen  has 

ounces  of  pus,  which  subsided  to  the  hot-  disappeared,  and  it   is  now  soft  and 

torn  of  the  Tcssel.    This  pus  was  homo-  resonant  all  over. 
geneoQS,  white,  and  opaque.    The  epi-        12th. — ^The  cougfa  has  been  frequent 

gastric  tumor  is  a  good  deal  diminished ;  durih^  the  night :    at  least  three  pints 

pulse  130.  of  fluid  hare  been  coughed  up  in  the 

8th.-^ough  slight  yesterday,  pulse  last  24  hours ;  it  comes  up  with  the 
118;  to-day  troublesome,  pulse  190.  slightest  effort  of  coughing.  Pulse 
Very  little  fluid  coughed  up,  but  it  was  136.  Decubitus  on  the  left  side  only, 
of  a  more  purulent  character,  and  he  Idth.— The  cough  has  been  wery 
says  of  bitter  taste :  it  has  a  heavy  aro-  troublesome  the  last  few  days,  and  at 
matic  odour,  not  unlike  that  of  bitter  least  a  pint  of  fluid  has  been  coughed 
almonds.  He  complains  of  distress  in  up  daily.  The  breathing  has  been  op- 
breathing,  but  it  is  not  accelerated  if  he  pressed  at  times,  and  the  pulse  has 
confine  bimself  to  the  left  side.  Any  varied  from  135  to  116,  small,  and  com- 
change  of  position  causes  so  much  dis-  pressible.  The  left  side  of  the  chest 
tress,  that  a  stetboscopic  examination  is  sounds  clearer  over  the  whole  upper 
scarcely  practicable.  The  chest  sounds  part,  and  respiration  is  audible  there, 
well,  and  respiration  is  natural,  not  oat  not  very  distinct;  it  cannot  be  heard 
jmtrile^  on  the  right  side :  on  the  left  at  all  below  the  level  of  the  left  nipple. 
the  sound  is  duU,  and  (in  the  hurried  The  cbest  was  carefully  measurea  to- 
and  imperfect  examination  which  could  day  with  a  tape  carried  over  the  nipples. 
be  made)  die  respiration  scarcely  audi,  and  the  left  side  was  found  to  exceed 
blef :  nevertheless  it  is  heard,  and  there  the  right  by  half  an  inch.  The  inter- 
— -—; — r TT — — — — T  costal  spaces    do  not  bulge,  and  the 

•A  Mlinc  sntlmonlal  mlxtnre  waa  ordered.  ^««:^*;r„  ;.   «^*  «..— ;i*   Z^\u^   •;^k« 

The  eslomcl  was   contlnoed    at    more  dItUnt  fspuration  IS  not  pucnle  on  tbe   rigjUt 

Interrals,   asd    castor    nil   given    occasionally.  Side.     The  tongUC  IS  clean ;  tbe  appetite 

t  Tbe  feeble  sound  of  respiration  I  could  not  refresbmg.     He  has  neither  chilliness 

weu  account  for.  I  amnot  a  skilful  stetboseopist,  nor  perspiration,  and   bis   spirits   are 

bot  so  obTlous  a  pbenonieiton  as  tbe  natural  or  g.,,^         r  '  r 

feeble  sound  of  respiration  scarcely  admits  of  gooo.  •  «        .  i 

mtsUke.    Tbls  case  at  tbe  time  was  supposed  to  17th. — A  pint  of  fluid   was  COUghed 

be  a  formation  of  pus  luTolTlng  tbe  left  lobe  of  tbe  »„    vestetdnv     Aoini>iirhat  less   tn.dAV 

Mrer  i  and  I  presumed  tbat  tbe  dlspbragm  was  so  ^P .  ^y^TlL '     ^1-.?^  -   j         -w-i' 

pressed  up  tbat  tbe  free  expansion  of  tbe  lung  and  ot  tbe  cbsracter  nitnerto  oescnoea. 

was  tbus  prevented,   witb  tbe  evidence  of  tbe  To-day  there  wera  two  masses  of  blood. 

post-mortem  examination  before  me,  I  still  Infer  '' 

that  tbe  sound  of  respiration  was  Indistinctly       '  _  - 

heard,  In  consequence  of  tbe  condition  of  tbe  fourth  of  Its  volume,  and  Is  only  slightly  cora- 

dlaphragm  not  ptrmlttlng  the  expansion  of  tbat  pressed.     And  It  ArequenUy  happens,  after  tbe 

long  I    and  this  view  Is  supported,  1  think,  by  lapss  of  a  few  days,  tbat  tbe  lung,  becomlpg 

some  observations  of  Laennec  on  plmrttlc  ^'  habituated  to   the   pressure,  recommences  Its 

0iom  :  **  In  the  instances  now  nndcr  notice,*'  says  functions ;  so  tbat  we  again  can  bear  the  sound 

he,  "  It  would  seem  tbat  the  luos  U  suddenly  of  respiration  In  some  polnU,  although  the  efRi  • 

eboked,  as  It  were,  and  ceases  to  admit  tbe  air  In  slon  continues  undimtnisbed,  or  even  Is  some^at 

respiration,  altbongh  It  has  hardly  yet  lost  one-  Increased."* /*orde«*f  Laennec,  2nd  eiUt.  p.  4M. 
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19ib.— Coughed  leas  the  Uvt  two 
days ;  the  expectoration  but  little,  and 
of  frothy  muco-purulent  character.  He 
breathes  wrell  it  he  lie  on  the  left  side, 
and  for  a  short  time  even  when  Ijinff  on 
the  right  side.  Fulse  120 ;  skin  rather 
hot;  no  chilliness  nor  perspiration ;  no 
thirst;  appetite  good;  -tongue  clean; 
bowels  regular.  It  is  found  that  the 
apex  of  the  heart  beatspreciselj  opposite 
the  lefl  nipple ;  that  is,  just  below  the 
fourth  rib  *. 

20th.— He  had  a  Yery  bad  ni^rht  from 
coughing,  the  quantity  cougtied  up 
being  about  ten  ounces.  The  fluid  does 
not  now  separate,  but  is  of  a  frothy 
muco-purulent  appearance,  of  a  light 
straw  colour,  and  now  and  then  streaked 
with  blood.     He  is  free  from  pain. 

23d. — Has  coughed  and  expectorated 
hut  little  since  the  20th,  till  to-day,  when 
twelve  ounces  of  very  thick  pus  were 
coughed  up.  The  breathing  is  easy; 
pulse  116,  firmer;  the  appetite  moae- 
rate;  no  thirst;  tongue  clean.  The 
apex  of  the  heart  beats  at  the  nipple ; 
toe  led  thorax  sounds  moderately  well 
to  about  that  point,  and  the  respiration 
is  feebly  audible.  He  prefers  lying 
completely  on  the  left  side,  but  he  can 
lie  for  a  short  time  without  inconve- 
nience either  on  the  back  or  right  side. 

26th. — The  cough  has  been  frequent 
during  the  last  three  days,  and  haS  occa- 
sioned pain  in  the  epigastrium.  Nearly 
apint  of  pus  has  been  coughed  up  daily. 
To-day.  without  its  risible  characters 
beius'  changed,  it  has  become  decidedly 
fatiaf.  He  has  perspired  the  last  three 
nights ;  pulse  120. 

*  '*  The  apex  *'  (of  tbc  heart  In  its  natural  and 
bcaMhy  atate)  *'  beat*  betvreen  the  cartilages  of  the 
Aflh  and  aixtb  left  ribs,  at  a  point  about  two 
l9clic«  below  the  nliiple,  and  one  inch  on  It* 
ttemal  aide.'*— Hope  on  the  Dtaetuet  of  the 
tfmrf.  ftc.p.4. 

t  The  fceUd  character  which  the  pat  aaddenly 
airaumed  might  have  gtren  riac  to  a  auvplcion  of 
gangrene,  had  the  general  »yinptonM  aothorlted 
It :  but  they  did  noU  And  on  what  tke  foitid 
amell  did  depend,  la  even  now  dlfScalt  to  deter- 
mine. The  dlagnoaU  of  gangrene  of  the  lungs  is 
not  so  certain  and  free  from  fallacy  aa  la  gene- 
rally aopposedf  perhapa.  Dr.  Williams  says,  "  it 
la  the  putrid  fosCldity  which  moat  dlstingulahea 
gangrene  (of  the  lungt)  ;  and  this  teat  enables  na 
to  diaeover  the  pfe«cBcc  of  slight  degrees  of  gan- 
grene where  it  is  not  sufficiently  extenalre  to 
affect  the  colour.**  (Cyclop.  Prac.  Med.  111.411.) 
I^aennec,  In  his  deacriptloo  of  clrcumacribed  gan* 
greneof  the  lungs,  obaexTea,  "In  this  affection 
Ibe  expectoration  ia  ao  characterlatic,  that  all  the 
physical  signs  would  be  quite  insufficient  without 
It.  It  is  sometimes  green,  greenish  or  brownish, 
or  of  a  yellow  ash  -grey  rerglog  on  greenish,  more 
or  less  nurlform,  and  with  the  gangrrnoua  fcetor. 
Jn  the  oegloning  of  the  disease  it  Is  frequently 
different :    It  has  not  then  the  peculiar  fator  of 


28th.^A  pint  of  foetid  pu9  has  been 
coughed  up  yesterday,  and  to-day  the 
colour  is  darker;  it  is  brought  up  by  the 
▼ery  slightest  cough.  The  breathing  is 
oppressed  at  times;  pulse  120,  weaker. 
Emaciation  increases,  and  his  spirits 
fail.  Hq  has  no  rigor  nor  perspiration. 
The  bowels  are  regnlar,  the  tongue 
clean,  and  appetite  good. 

29th.— He  has  been  sitting  up  sinc« 
early  this  morning,  in  conse<]uence  of  a 
deep-seated  pain  rather  to  the  left  of  the 
epi^rastrium,  which  came  on  yesterday 
at  SIX  P.M.,  and  which  rendered  the  re- 
cumbent position  painful.  The  cough 
and  expectoration  ceased  entirely  at  four 
P.M.  yesterday.  The  pulse  remains  un- 
changed, nor  is  the  oreatbing  accele- 
rateoT  The  abdomen  is  soft,  and  the 
epigastrium  bears  moderate,  pressure. 
The  apex  of  the  heart  beats  to-day  be- 


gaogrene,  although  It  has  a  factor  nearly  as  insup- 
portable." But  he  afterwards  qualifies  the  above 
dlagnoatlc  signs  byasylng,"from  the  result  of  sevc* 
ral  caaea  of  recovery,!  am  tempted  to  bellcTO  that 
the  fa'tor  and  aspect  of  the  expectoration  abo^a 
described  do  not  necesttariiy  Indicate  the  exist- 
ence of  a  gnngrenoua  eachar  in  the  lungs  }"  and 
anbsequently  adds,  that  in  two  or  three  dissec- 
tions which  he  had  made,  he  *'  found  nothing 
which  would  account  for  the  gangrrnooa  fetor, 
unless  it  were  the  rapidity  with  which  the  body 
generally,  nnd  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  lunga 
more  particularly,rsn  into  putrefaction**'  (Forbeala 
Laennec,  second  edition,  p.  226.)  But  the  as- 
sumption of  a  putrid  diatheais  contained  In  this 
remark  of  Laennec  is  not  borne  out  by  late  ob- 
servations. Thus  in  Andral's  "Cllolque  MMIeale,^ 
t.  I.  I9S,  a  case  of  chronic  bronchitis  la  retoted 
in  which  the  expectoration  was  grey  and  fatid. 
At  p.  324,  a  similar  one.  with  grepnisb,  very  fixtld, 
expectoration;  at  p.  448,  an  instance  of  foetid 
expectoration  following  bemoptysls,  without  gan^ 
grene;  and  In  T.  II.  154,  another  case  of  bron- 
chitlsi,  with  greenish-yellow,  very  foaUd,  expecto- 
ration, and  a  reference  to  a  similar  example 
recorded  by  Haller.  In  none  of  these  ca<tes  was 
there  reason  to  presume  the  existence  of  n  pu- 
trid diatheala,  whilst  they  plainly  IndicaU  the  nt- 
ceaaity  of  caution  in  inferring  the  preaence  of 
gangrene  from  the  fcetor  and  colour  ox  the  expec- 
toration. 

There  is  a  cause  of  feetidlty  In  peritoneal  ab* 
sccsses  which  has  rec;?ntly  been  Investigated  in  an 
ingenious  memoir,  by  M.  Pance,  In  the  Archlv. 
Oen.  de  Medicine,  on  the  fortid  and  atercoral 
odour  of  certain  abdominal  abscesses,  which  the 
author  refers  to  the  imbibition  or  transudation  of 
stercoral  matter  through  the  intcBtinal  tunica. 
(Dublin  Med.  Journal,  No.  XII.  p.  ATi-)  But  al- 
though M.  Dance  has  fully  entablUhed  his  opinion 
aa  to  one  source  of  foetid  odour  in  abdomi- 
nal abscesses,  and  gangrene  Is  an  incooteatt- 
ble  cause  of  fstid  expectoraUon,  there  are  mo- 
difications of  fcetid  purulent  secretions,  both  In 
the  chest  ani  abdomen,  which  are  not  explained 
by  the  suggestions  hitherto  thrown  out,  and  wblch 
remain  for  future  investigation.  In  the  caae  de- 
tailed in  this  communicatioOfpus  had  been  expec- 
torated nearly  three  weeks,  when  it  became  sad- 
denly  foetid,  whilst  it  is  almost  certain  that  the 
paiictes  of  the  sac  must  have  been  more  conU- 
guoui  to  the  Intesilaal  tunics  in  the  earlier  atage 
than  at  a  later  period,  when  the  sac  had  bcconfc 
diminished  by  free  expectoration. 
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low  the  6AJ1  riby  au  inch  to  the  Idi  of  tbe  breaUiiiig  heiag  ''  tight,*'  but  it  is 

the  nipple.  not  quickened  eren  wheo  he  oomplaius 

30tb. — Sat  in  a  chair  ail  nightv  irom  BMMt    The  emaciation  and  debility  iu- 

(b«ad  of  a  return  of  the  epigastric  pain  erease. 

if  be  laj  down:  he  has,  however,  no  Nor.  7th. — The  diarrhcea  has  con« 
pam  orlendemets  there  now.  He  has  ex-  tinued*;  the  cough  has  been  tronble- 
peclorated  aboot  a  teacupful,  with  verj  soase  for  the  last  three  ii^)^  with  op- 
little  coughing;  pi^lse  104,  irregular;  pressed  breathing,  but  scarceV  an j  ex- 
feet  (edematous  ;  appetite  not  bad  ;  pectoraiion  till  jesterdav,  when  about  a 
bowels  regular ;  tongue  clean,  moist  tea-cupful,  of  the  usual  appearance,  and 
Went  to  bed  at  11  a.m.  and  lay  on  his  lotid,  was  brought  up.  Thepulae  has 
left  side,  with  bis  head  low,  without  raried  from  106  to  130,  sometimes  irre^ 
coufh  or  dyspncea.  He  is  languid,  gular.  He  takes  fiiod  well,  but  the 
pallid,  and  extenuated.  He  has  neither  emaciation  is  extreme, 
chilliiieas  nor  perspiration.  i4th.— The  ooagh  is  troublesome,  and 

Oct.  2d.— To-day  he  has  pain  rather  the  breathing  felt  to  be  oppressed,  but  it 

below  and  to  the  left  of  the  epigastrium,  is  not  accelerated.    A  tea-cupful  of  pus 

which  is  augmented  by  the  recumbent  has  been  coughed  up  within  the  laat 

posture,  by  deep  pressure,  and  ifniM^  34  hours.    The  diarrheea  has  returned, 

dimUljf   OH  tmktng  food.     He  is  free  and  the  pulse  is  ouick  and  weak.    On 

from  neausea ;  the  appetite  is  good,  and  percussing  the  lett  thorax  to-day,  some 

tbe  tongue  clean,  nufisi^  and  pule.    He  blood  was  immediately  couffhed  up,  but 

has  rcTj  little  cough,  and  no  expectora-  it  did  not  recur.      The  chest  sounds 

tioa,  to-day ;   yesterday  he  expectorated  clearer  in  that  part,  and  the  respiration 

a  teacupful,  which  was  so  fcetid  that  it  ig  heard  rather  below  the  sixth  nb.  The 

could  not  be  kept  for  ins^ction;   the  mpex  of  Uie  heart  pulsates  in  its  natural 

colour  was  unchanged.    To-day  severe  situation.     He  now  lies  chiefly  on  the 

diarrhoBa  came  on,  with  feeling  of  ex-  right  side;   at  first,  on  turning  over  to 

haustion,  but  without  paiu  of  the  bowels;  the  left,  cough  and   dr^noea  are  exr- 

the  motions  are  of  natural  colour,  but  cited,  which  soon  subside.    His  appetite 

very  offensive ;  pulse  120,  weak.  continnes  good,  and  tbe  tongue  clean, 

5th. — The  d^mrhssa  is  not  restrained ;  moist,  and  pale.     He  has  neither  chilU- 

the  bowels  are  free  from  pain,  and  the  ness  nor  perspiration,  nor  exacerbation 

tongue  is  clean,  moist,  and  pale.       He  «  The  (narrh«a  was  treated,  mfter  the  Sft  d.y 

has  scarcely  any  cough,  and  no  expec-  or  two,  with  «pittm  lo  cocmau,  m  well  aa  by  the 
toration. 


tnum  continues 

increased   by  ta — _    .,«.  -^.  ^  ^^ 

^i^f,  ployed,  nor  could  the  atreogth  be  aupportvd  by 

I;  7'      r».i        f.       1  i_        L  the  nourlahment  which  wa»  to  liberally  Uken.TliB 

9th. — Tbe  diarrhoea  has   been  severe  eBMSallMt,  debility,  and  fhtal  latoe  of  the  caaa, 

till  to-day,  when  it  rather  abated.     The  were  douUieaa  •ttrihuhibU  immedutejy  to  tlw 

i      ••'  ^»  4     ..IA^»^^^      .*       dlarrhoBa.  On  what  did  that  diarrhoea  depend  ?  NoC 

cough  18  sometunes  troublesome,  at.  n^neTe.ini«ry«of*ideoB<nuo0ofthi;iotertiD«i 
tended  with  very  Kttle  expectoratfon,  mncoiM  menbraoe,  tot,  a*  I  ooocelvc*  €«  the  ah- 
which  is  of  a  light  straw  cobur,  and    •°n>Uo°  ofthe  totid(it  mifhtbeinc^^^^ 

,  -0   Y*  JTi  .,  » «,  putrid)  contents  of  the  abacesB.    I  do  not  know 

always  fcstid.  His  breath  is  veiy  otien-  f^n  ^^^^  „^  ^  reconi  any  «baerratio0a  wbidi 
Sive,  particularly  when  forcibly  ex-  go  lUrecUy  lo  prove  that  the  ahaprptloo  of  fcatld 
^i^A    '—    J«    ^»:.»l;»o.       T?«»    ^«,«...1     pu»  will  produce  diarrhcea  1  but  the  experiments 

'"  eata  wot  loipro* 
O^oArato.'*  11. 


put  plut  ew 

»-».^,  «««   «^ ---^   — - --p'     m^ins  fttide  dans  les  Telnet,  dansletlesu  cella- 

mght  and  morning,  oppressed  his  breatb*-  ii^ire.^t  dans  las  csTit^s  a^enaes,  praast  d'otaUlr. 
IBfi-.  Anoetite  flrOOd;  tongue  deaa,  Imo.,  qM  oe  U^vide  IntDoduU  dana  tea  valaaesitf 
^;^   ..Jl  .^aU  sangulns  k  petite  dose,  peutycirculcr  sans  causer 

noiSS,  aoo  paie.^       ,  ,         ,  .la  mort,  pourruqu'  apr*s    avoir    determlfi^     i»n 

21st. — The  diarrhcea  has  been  vana-     tronble  eonald^rmbla  des  fcnetlons.  II  solt  expuls^ 

ble,  but  he  has  seldom  had  fewer  than    de  J'^canomie  ■«  «yen  de  <l»Jf]2««  J5"f*Jvy 

wre,  u«*  w  uoo   o^*«v«*  ««*„^1     critique,  surtout  de  Purine   ou  dea  matures  fS- 

fOUr  or    five   motions    daily,  Ot  naturai     caleo."  &v.    The  results  of  die  experlnsoU  of 


"  21  ^       *i  ^    ^iniwmm*    ...      I  wo  cMe«  01  gangrene  wi  »uc  i«wo"i  »•'•"»  ••■''■  'T 

severe ;    the    expectoraUon    trifiiJig  in     p^/^,,  dlarrhcel,   which  horrlcd  on  ths  btal 

Quantity,  but  foetid.    He  complains  of   •rcat. 
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of  fever,  but  the  skin  U  pennftnentljr  ceeding  a  square  inch,  adhered  to  tho 
ralher  hot  For  some  dajs  past  be  bas  diapbragm,  and,  like  tbat  muscle,  tbis 
-not  complained  of  pain  of  tbe  epigas-  portion  was  of  a  dark  brown  colour,  and 
trium.  Tbe  face  and  lips  are  veiy  yeiy  soft.  A  considerable  bronchial 
pallid ;  be  is  greatly  extenuated  and  tuM  communicated  with  this  portion  of 
^eak.  lung.    With  the  exception  of  tbe  por- 

18lh.— Died  at  seven  a.m.,  the  symp-  tion  now  mentioned,  the  left  lung 
toms  baTing-  continued  without  any  im-  was  throughout  as  perfectly  healthy, 
poitant  variation.  crepitating,  and  pale,  as  tbe  right  lung, 

and  the  ^eural  covering  was  thin  and 

Dissection.  —  Tbe  body  was  -  exa-  transparent, 
mined  at  two  p.m.  by  Mr.  Nankivell  Tbe  liver  was  sound  cYcn  to  tbe  edge 
and  Mr.  Bicknell,  Suigeons  of  the  of  the  left  lobe,  but  tbe  peritoneal  co- 
Coventrjr  Self^upporting  Dispensary,  vering  was  thickened  and  opaque.  Tbe 
On  opening  tbe  abdomen,  about  a  pint  pancreas  was  healthy.  The  cavity  of 
of  colourless  transparent  serum  was  the  stomach  was  small,  but  the  several 
found  there;  numerous  small  albumi-  coats  were  sound.  At  the  larger  end 
nous  accretions  were  scattered  about  the  the  rugse  were  strongly  marked,  but  ex- 
peritoneum,  but  there  were  no  flocculi  -bibited  neither  redness,  thickening,  soft, 
or  false  membranes.  The  liver  was  ness,  or  hardness.  The  spleen  was 
seen  to  occupy  its  proper  situation  and  small,  and  of  unusual  appearance;  it 
relations,  but  the  peritoneal  tunic  was  bad  lost  all  trace  of  cellular  organi- 
sligfatly  opaque  and  thickened.  On  zation,  was  denser  than  liver,  of  a 
opening  Ae  worax,  Uie  right  lung  was  bright  red  colour,  and  resembled  muscu- 
found  perfecUy  healthy,  but  very  pale ;  lar  ^bre ;  in  short,  it  appeared  camified, 
the  left  had  a  similar  appearance.  On  The  mucous  membrane  of  tbe  large  in- 
tbat  side  there  were  adhesions  between  testines  was  rather  thick  and  red ;  tbe 
the  pleura  nulmonalis  and  the  nericar-  ilio-colic  valve  was  sound,  and  no  nice- 
dium,  which  were,  however,  easily  sepa-  ration  was  observed. 
rated.  Tbe  heart  was  healthy,  and  in  The  cartUage  of  one  of  the  false  ribs 
Its  proper  position.  There  was  no  effu-  on  tbe  right  side  bad  been  broken  by 
sion  m  cither  cavity  of  the  thorax  or  the  injury ;  tbe  ends  overlapped,  and  in 
pericardium ;  and  the  pofaaonaiy  and  that  position  they  bad  united, 
costal  pleune  were  smooth  and  trans-  ._,  ^         .     ^ , 

parent      On   turning    aside    tbe    left     CTo  be  conUnued.] 

lung,     for     the     purpose     of    ascer-  ^ 

taining  its   connexion    with    tbe  dia-  further  observations 

phragm,  a  laceration  accidentally  took  o"  t"* 

place,  and  a  pint,  at  least,  of  straw-  FUNCTIONS  OF  THE  FIFTH  PAIR 
coloured  foetid  pus  was    immediately  Qp  NERVES. 

poured  into  the    left  thoracic  cavity.  

The  diaphragm,  near  the  laceration,  was    ^     ,    ^  ..         ^   .,*...,  ^ 
of  a  dark  colour,  very  thin,  and  soft.    ^«  ^^  ^^^^^  «/  '*«  Medical  GazeUe. 
On  further  examination,  tbe  abscess  was  Sir, 

found  to  have  been  situated  immediately  Ax  tbe  time  I  dispatched  to  you  the  paper 
to  tbe  left  of  the  left  lobe  of  tbe  liver,  which  you  did  me  the  honour  to  insert  in 
and  behind  tbe  stomach.  It  was  bound-  your  journal  of  March  8th,  I  had  not 
ed  above  by  tbe  diapbrajnn ;  in  other  observed  the  lecture  on  affections  of  die 
directions,  by  tbe  edge  of  tbe  left  lobe  fifth  pairof  nerves,  by  Sir  C.  Bell,  which 
of  tbe  liver,  by  the  stomach  (chieflv  by  appeared  on  the  16tb  of  February, 
tbe  larger  end  and  posterior  surface),  by  Since  then  I  have  bad  an  opportunity  of 
the  spleen,  left  kidney,  and  pancreas,  perusing  that  lecture,  vvhicn  bas  given 
All  these  parts  were  so  connected  as  to  rise  to  Uie  following  observations,  and 
enclose  the  pus  in  a  shut  sac.  ^  Tbe  co-  for  which,  if  they  appear  likely  to  inter- 
Ion,  at  the  left  angle,  where  it  begins  est  vour  readers,  perhaps  you  will  also 
to  descend,  also  adhered ;  and  tbis  bowel    finci  a  place. 

bad  contracted  firm  adhesions  to  tbe  pe-  In  the  lecture  referred  to.  Sir  C.  Bell 
ritoneum  down  to  the  sigmoid  flexure,  has  detailed  tbe  history  of  two  cases  of 
The  parietes  of  tbe  abscess  were  thick,  disease  of  the  fifth  pair;  viz.,  tbe  case  of 
smooth  internally,  and  of  a  brown  co-  M.  A.  Webb,  and  of  Windsor.  It  is  not 
lour.    A  small  portion  of  lung,  not  ex-    my  intention  to  dispute  that  these  were 
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Macs  of  disease  of  the  fifth  pair;  quite  properlr  explained,  bjr  more  physiolo- 
the  contrarjr :  I  wirii  rather  to  draw  at-  rats  toan  one.  Thus  sensation  was 
tention  to  the  fact,  that  in  both  these  in-  first  lost,  muscular  motion  was  after- 
stances  the  muscles  of  the  face  oartict*  wards  destroyed,  and  the  latter  restored 
pated  in  the  affection.  Thus,  in  tne^Mse  without  any  return  of  the  former.  In 
of  the  female,  in  addition  to  inability  to  Sir  C.  Belrs  experiment  of  dividing  the 
moTe  the  food  on  the  affected  side  of  the  fifth  on  the  ass,  the  sensation  of  the  face 
month,  and  difficultjr  in  speaking,  there  and  lips  was  destroyed,  and  the  animal 
was,  at  one  period  of  the  disease,  adistor-  was  unable  to  use  bis  lips,  because,  it 
tion  of  the  countenance.  So,  in  the  case  was  said,  the  sensibility  was  lost.  Hers 
of  the  soldier,  as  well  as  the  general  loss  is  a  case  in  which  sensation  was  gone; 
of  sensibility,  we  are  told  that  he  was  and  yet  the  muscles  retained  their  volun* 
seized  with  paralysis  of  the  muscles  of  taryjMiwer— a  sufficient  proof  that  these 
the  left  side  of  his  face.  This  state  qualities  are  independent  of  each  other, 
seemsto  have  continued  for  some  months,  Mr.  Mayo  seems  to  hare  ftdlen  into  the 
but  at  length  the  muscles  regained  their  same  error,  because  he  does  not  allow 

fower.    The  case  terminating  in  death,  the  fifth  to  have  anything  to  do  with 

ir  Charles  had  an  opportunity  of  observ-  yoluntary  motion.    After  diriding  the 

ing  the  cause  of  the  aisease,  which  was  fifth,  he  savs,  "the  lips  were  indeed  no 

found  to  be  a  tumor  invoWiiig  the  third,  longer  used  in  the  prehension  of  food ; 

fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  nerves  of  the  af-  — a  curious  phenomenon,  but  sufficiently 

fectedside.    "The  nerves  of  the  left  side,  explained  by  the  loss  of  sensation  in 

wbicfa  were  not  imbedded  in  the  tumor—  these  parts  *. 

vLk.  the  teventh,  eighth,  and  ninth  In  my  former  paper,  I  alluded  to  a 
pairs  —  possessed  their  natural  and  theory  I  had  suggested  of  the  sensibility 
nealthy  appearance. "  In  order  to  ex-  to  light  being  oerived  from  the  fiftn 
plain  the  paralytic  condition  of  the  mus^  pair  of  nerves :  I  appeal  to  this  case  of 
cles  of  the  face,  whose  healthy  action  is  Sir  Charles  Bell's  in  confirmation  of  my 
commonly  supposed  to  depend  entirely  views.  Here  was  a  case  in  which  the 
upon  the  portio  dura.  Sir  Charles  ima-  sensibility  of  the  conjunctiva  was  lost, 
gines  that  at  one  time  some  inflammation  '*  so  that  drawing  the  finger  along  the 
most  have  extended  to  the  seventh  nair.  eye  gave  him  no  pain;"  but  "  he  cop- 
If  the  portio  dura  bestow  upon  these  plained  of  the  uneasiness  which  the  rad 
muscles  their  voluntary  power,  then  it  light  of  the  candle,  seen  through  the 
is  neoessanr  for  such  an  hypothesis  to  ac-  eye-lid,  jgave  him."  His  vision  was 
count  for  tbeir  paralysed  state ;  and  yet  good  as  long  as  the  eye  remained  trans- 
no  evidence  could  be  found  of  any  affec-  parent,  and  the  dissection  evinced  that 
tion  ofthe  seventh  pair.  Is  it  not  equal-  the  optic  nerve  was  unaffected.  Whence, 
ly  reasonable  to  suppose  that  here,  with  then,  this  morbid  sensibility  to  light  ? 
a  palpable  and  indisputable  affection  of  I  answer,  from  the  affection  of  the  fifUi 
the  fiiUi  nerve,  the  ]»aralysis  was  depen-  nerve.  We  are  told,  "  while  the  eye 
dent  upon  that  affection?  It  is  not  more  was  transparent,  if  the  candle  was 
unreasonable  to  imagine  that  the  parti-  brought  near  the  patient,  he  suffered  un- 
calar  portion  of  the  nerve  in  communica-  usnal  irritation  in  the  eye."  Here  there 
tion  with  the  muscles  of  the  face  miffht  is  no  affection  of  the  retina ;  vision  was 
be  less  involved  in  the  disease  than  other  good  :  this  irritation  could  not,  therefore, 
portions,  of  it.  And  this  view  appears  be  owing  to  any  other  cause  than  the 
aomewhat  strengthened  by  the  fact  that  affection  of  the  fifth.  This  case  goes  to 
nothing  is  mentioned  of  the  taste  or  prove  that  sensibility  to  light  is  some- 
sensibility  of  the  tongue  having  been  thing  more  than  a  modification  of  com- 
impaired,— from  which  drcomstanoe  it  mon  sensibility,  though  both  are  derived 
may  be  inferred  that  the  portion  of  the  from  the  same  source ;  and  that  one  may 
nerve  connected  with  the  tongue  must  exist  when  the  other  is  destroyed.  In 
likewise  have  remained  free  Irom  the  die  case  appended  to  my  former  paper 
disease.  the  sensibuity  to  light  was  gone,  vision 
This  case  is  also  deserving  of  atten-  being  also  perfect,  whilst  common  sen- 
tson,  inasmuch  as  it  shews  that  sensation  sibihty  remained, 
ofthe  side  ofthe  face  may  be  lost  with-  In  the  instances  mentioned  by  Sir  C. 
oat  a  loss  of  the  muscular  motions  ofthe  Bell  of  division  of  the  frontal  nerve,  ap- 

same  parts,— a  matter  which  has  appa- 

rently  oeen  misunderstood)  or  at  least  not  •  oatiinM  of  phyaioiogr,  p.  sas. 
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parentlj  without  paralysis  of  the  muscles        ApoWizing^  for  haTiufi^  occupied  s« 

of  the  forehead,  I  should  explain  the  mucn  ofyour  spaoe,  ana  trespassed  at 

circumstance  as  follows:-— If  the  cuta-  such   length  on   the  patience  of  your 

neons  branches  alone  were  divided,  the  readers,  1  have  the  honour  to  aubscinbv 

operation  could  not  affect  the  muscles,  mjself,  sir, 
if  the  muscular  branches    were  also  Your  very  obedient  servant, 

divided,  it  then  becomes  a  question,  what  John  Walker, 

are    the  functions  of  these    muscular  Awuunt-Sawwn  to  the  Manchttur 

branches?    If  we  find  them  to  bestow       ^.rch  23.  i«M     ^^* ^"""'"""' *'^- 
voluntary    motion  merely    upon  these         "^   ^ 

muscles,  we  may  still  refer  to  toe  agency  

of  the  portiodora  for  their  motions  m  pqRCEPS  for  the  SAFE  EXTRAC 
expression,  a  modification  (I  thmk  Sir  qtttmpq  ^*  TFFTfT 

Charles  says)  of  respiration.    Loss  of        TION  of  STUMPS  of  TEETH. 

expression    would    certainly     nroduoB  ^   ^  ^^.      ^j.  ^    ^^,    ^  ^ 
greater   deformity  than  mere  loss    of  -^ 

voluntary  motion.    There  would  have  Sir, 

been  no  deformity  from  paralysis  of  the  I  shall  offer  no  apology  for  sending 

orbicularis  oris,  afler  division  of  the  fifth  jron  the  following  remans,  as  I  consider 

on  one  side,  but  for  the  peculiar  circum-  it  a  duty  to  make  known  to  the  profes- 

stance  of  that  muscle  being  connected  sion  and  the  public  any  improvement  in 

with  both  sides  of  the  face.    I  cannot  a  branch  of  surgery  at  present  so  little 

see  that  loss  of  voluntary  motion  neces-  understood,  and  productive  of  so  mudi 

sarily  implies  distortion,  excepting^  in  anxiety  on  the  part  of  the  patient ;  the 

the  instance  of  one  half  of  the  erbica-  veir  name  of  punching  out  a  tooth  being 

laris    oris  being  paralysed  ;    hence   I  sufficient  to  deter  many  from  obtaining 

think  we  may  conclude  that  the  volun-  that  relief  which  extraction  alone  can 

tary  motions  of  the  muscles  of  the  fore-  often  afford. 

head  might  be  paralysed  without  de-        I  need  only  refer  those  who  ave  imv 

formity  Ming  a  necessary  result.  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  subject  to 

My  friend  and  oolleajgfue,  Mr.  Hunt,  the  metnod  of  procMding  recommended 

hfs  /avonred  me  with  his  memoranda  of  in    very    diflicult    cases    by  the  most 

a  case  in  which  paralysis  of  the  mus-  esteemed  author  on  dental  surgery  of 

cles  of  one  side  of  the  face,  with  distor-  the  present  day,  viz.  Mr.  BeU,  who, 

tion  of  ike  mouth  and  difficulty  of  sepa-  from  his  hi^h  character  as  a  scientific 

rating  the  jaws,  was  followed  by  gene^  man,  and  his  rank  in  the  profession^ 

Tal    tetanic    symptoms    and  death,  in  may  be  supposed  to  have  given  us  the 

which  no-  affection  of  the  portio  dura  concentrated    information    of  previous 

codld  be  disoovtf^  in  a  post  mortem  authors,  combined  with  his  own  expe- 

examination.    A  tumor  baa  some  time  rienee.    Without  referring,  therefore,  to 

'^viously  been  removed  by  Mr.  Hunt  any  other,  I  shall  briefly,  quote  the  pas>. 

from  the  orbit,  suppuration  had  followed,  sage  contained  in  his  wonc.     He  saya, 

and  the  supra  trochlearis  and  frontal  "  ft  has  in  a  very  few  instances  occurred 

brandies  of  the  fifth  were  found  involved  in  my  practice,  that  the  root  was  so  far 

in  the  diseased  structure.  A  small  tumor  decayeo   as  to  render  it  impossible  to 

was  likewise   discovered    in  the  dnra  reach  it  by  the  elevator,  applied  in  the 

mater,  between    4he   olfactory  nerves,  usual  manner.     In  such  cases  I  have 

wiUi  oonsideraUe  vascularity  and  effu-  Successfully  adopted  the  following  me» 

sion  between   the   membranes    of  the  thod  of  bringing  it  away:*- a  crucial 

brain,  and  some  disease  of  the  ^nal  incision  is  made  jn  the  gum,  as  nearly 

cord.  as  possible  opposite  to  the  apex  of  the 

Itivould  be  too  much  to  expect  that  I  root;  the  gum  is  then  separated  fixmi 

had  made  out  these  various  points  to  the  the  bone,  so  as  •  to  ex|»08e  a  very  «maU 

satisfaction  of  every  one.    Feeling,  how-  portion  of  it,  which  is^io  be  cut  away 

ever,  a  consciousness  that  there  was  a  with  the  point  of  a  strong  knife,  till  an 

good  deal  of  obscurity  with  regard  to  opeaing  is  madetnto  the  uveolar  cavity, 

the  functions  of  the  fifth  nerve,  and  that  and  the  end  of  tiie  root  is  exposed.    Sj 

it  had  more  to  do  with  die  motions  of  placing  thepoiDtoftheeletator  between 

the  eye  and  face  than  is  generally  al-  this  ami  the  'bottom  of  the.  socket,  Abe 

lowed,  I  could  not  help  considering  it  root  may  be  foreed  out  through  the  natu- 

a  subject  worthy  of  discussion.  ral  opening  of  the  alveolar  cavity." 
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.    Now,  to  saj  tbe  best  of  it,  this  U  a  decayed  or  Inroken,  and  to  the  molars 

painful  and  tedious  operation  for  the  when  the  crowns  ve  so  &r  gone  as  to 

patient,  and  one  that  I,  as  a  dentist,  lea^e  the  roots  separated,  thereby  ren- 

shonld  be  rery  unwilling  to  undertake;  dering  their  removal   by  the  elerator 

for  I  am  strongly  disposed  to  consider  it  more  difficult.    Teeth,  also,  that  grow 

as  unworthy  of  the  present  enlightened  irregularfy,  and  are  enclosed  between,  or 

state  of  the  surgical  art.  placed  benind,  others,  may  be  often  re- 

All   other   works  that  mention  the  moved  more  safely  with   these  forceps, 

punch  or  elevator, speak  also  of  the  dan-  when  no  other  will  easily  reach  them. 

ger  and  difficulty  attending  its  use.  It  is  necessary  to  have  two  of  them  for 

Havine'   met    with   several  difficult  use;    one  for  the  upper    teeth,   made 

cases,  ana  having  always  entertained  a  straight,  the  other  for  the  lower,  bent  at 

particular  dislike^  to  employ  an  in»tru  •  slmost  a  right  ansple.     I  bad  wished  to 

raent  so  unscientific,  painful,  and  dan-  have  accompaniea  my  description  with 

fferoos,  I  was  led  to  consider  attentively  a  drawing,  out  it  would  scarcely  give  a 

uie  difficulties  to  be  overcome,  and  the  more  correct  idea  of  its  form  than  can  be 

most  certain  and  safe  means  of  overcom-  done  in  words. 

ing  them,— feeling  quite  confident  that  The  straight  instrument,  then,  is 
an  instrument  might  be  constructed  nothing  more  than  a  pair  of  forceps, 
free  from  most,  if  not  all,  the  objections  about  tbe  length  of  the  common  pairs 
to  which  the  elevator  is  liable.  I  men-  (five  or  six  inches),  with  the  blades  hol- 
tioned  the  subject  in  a  conversation  with  lowed  out  and  smoothed,  similar  to  a 
Mr.  Lemale,  a  very  intelligent  mecha^  speculum  auris,  so  as  to  slip  easily  by 
nical  dentist,  who  imm^iately  pro-  the  side  of  tbe  root,  and  converging  to- 
duced  a  small  instrument,  somewhat  wards  the  points,  so  as  when  closed  to 
similar  in  principle^  but  difiTering  in  leave  a  conical  space  corresponding  to 
certain  essential  points,  from  the  one  tbe  shape  of  tbe  root,  the  edg^s  at  tbe 
I  have  con templatedma king ;  with  this,  points  being  perfectly  sharp,  like  a 
therefore,  and  suggesting  certain  im-  Knife.  The  manner,  therefore,  of  using 
provements-  to  the  instrument -maker,  I  it  is  simply  to  insert  their  sharp  edges 
nave  produced  a  forceps  not  only  free  between  the  root  and  its  socket,  keeping 
horn  all  the  objections  of  the  elevator,  as  close  to  the  tooth  as  possible,  and 
but  possessing  other  very  desirable  gently  to  insinuate  the  blades  down  on 
qualities.  I  may  venture  to  assert,  that  each  side  of  it :  however  deep  the  stuipp, 
It  is  certain  of  removing  any  stump  this  is  easily -done,  and  my  patients  tell 
without  the  chance  of  breaking  it,  and  me  with  very  little  pain  indeed.  When 
certain  of  doin^  no  mischief  to  the  jaw-  d(  ep  enough  to  feel  a  secure  hold,  a 
bone;  nor  can  it  possibly  slip  and  pass  slight  rotation  should  be  made,  and  the 
through  the  cbeeic  or  other  soft  parts  stump  beihg  loosened,  is  removed  with 
^all  which  accidents  may  occur  witn  the  tbe  greatest  ease  and  certainty. 
instruments  hitherto  in  use,  and  the  The  advantages  of  Uiis  over  any  other 
tooth  be  still  left  in  tbe  socket) ;  added  instrument  that  I  have  seen,  or  oelieve 
to  which,  it  gives  very  little  pain  in  its  to  be  in  use,  are  so  palpable,  that  no- 
application  ;  lances  the  gum  and  '  re-  thing  more  need  be  urged  in  favour  of 
moves  the  tooth  nearly  at  the  same  mo-  it :  it  is  scientific  in  its  principle  of  ac- 
ment ;  requires  very  little  time  for  its  don,  which  certainly  the  punch  is  not. 
use ;  does  not  obstruct  the  sight  of  the  The  cases  which  I  have  now  treated 
operator  by  the  bleeding  which  takes  with  these  forceps  have  been  so  com- 
ptace  in  ordinary  lancing  of  tbe  gum ;  pletely  successful,  even  beyond  my  most 
and,  lastly,  is  per^ctly  harmless  iu  the  sanguine  expectations,  that  I  speak 
hands  of  even  the  ignorant  and  inex-  with  confidence,  and  should  feel  the 
perienced.  It  is,  moreover,  ver^r  simple  greatest  pleasure  in  receiving  a  visit 
in  its  construction.  lean  particularly  from  any  medical  gentleman  wno  would 
i«eommend  such  an  instrument  to  the  wish  proof  of  its  superiority  over  the 
notice  of  the  profession,  and  to  country  old  instrument;  for  which  ]nirpose  I 
practitioners  especially,  as  it  renders  the  M'ould  beg  them  to  select  the  most  diflli- 
braaking  of  a  tooth  much  less  to  be  enlt  oases  they  can  meet  with,  (for  the 
dreaded  when  such  simple  means  of  more  difficult,  the  more  satisfactoir  the 
removing  the  stump  are  at  hand.  result).     My  object  is  tbe  siroplif^ng, 

Its  use  is  applicable  to  all  the  incisors,  and  rendering  very  much  less  painful, 

canine,  ami  bicuspid  teeth,  when  either  that  much-dreaded  operation,  the  ex- 
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for  it  one  tliat  Ilook  upon  as  a  very  va-  club-doctpni,  and    their  mode  of  pay, 

Inable  improvement  in  our  branch  of  ment;  of  the  management  and  exclusive 

sunreiT.     whether  or  not  I  have  sue-  system  of  our  public  institutions,  and  of 

oeededL  must  be  left  to  the  consideration  the  ways  and  means  devised  to  make 

of  all  who  are  anxious  to  adopt,  without  them  tell  for  the  benefit  of  those  at- 

piejudice,  the  safest  and  best  means  of  Uch«i  to  them ;  and  of  the  jealousies 

allcviatinir  the  sufferings  of  their  fellow-  and  bad  feelings  engendered  therebj. 

ereatnies  '^®  subject  is  one  of  some  interest,  and 

An  early  insertion  of  these  remarks  admits  of  considerable  extension;  but  I 

will  irready  oblige,  ^^^  endeavour  to  condeftse  it,  without 

Your  obedient  servant,  impairing  a  full  view  of  its  workings 

J.  Glasforo  Shbphkrd,  and  effects;  as  it  is  onlv  by  doing  so  that 

Dentut)  Member  of  the  Royal  strangers  can  judge  of  US,  and  see  what 

CoUrge  ot  Surgeoot.  ^^y  sfnyre  in  common  with  us ;  and  bow 

At,  Bftkcr-Btreet,  PorCman-sqiiare,  that  which  is  good  may  be  retained,  and 

April  8, 1884.  l]iii(  which  is  Dad  may  be  got  rid  of. 

Every  person  here  who  weighs  or 

prescribes  a  dose  of  medicine  is  usually 

SKBTCHBS  OF  THE  PRESENT  STATE        Called  " a doctor;"cbembt8  and  dnigpisU 

AND  FEELINGS  reccivc  the  appellation  as  well  aa  others. 

Colleges  may  make  the  distinctions,  but 

**'  '^"*  the  people  arc  every  dav  getting  rid  of 

MEDICAL   PROFESSION   IN   THE    them ;  and  it  is  not  easy  to  chan^  their 

PROVINCES;  customs   or  language   with    pieces  of 

4nd  Mort  upicMy  in  UvtrpoU  and  Us  vicinUy.  parchment.    The  v  merge  into  one  gene- 
^             -T—     jF             r—                     ^  ral  appellation  of "  doctor,"  all  grades 
By  James  Coujys,  M.D.  and  distinctions;   chemists,  druggists, 
apothecaries,  and  physicians,  are  min- 
gled and  confounaed  together;  all  dis- 
I  HAVE  already  detailed  some  of  the  pe-  crimination  in  this  respect  is  passing  ra- 
culiarities  that  distinguish  us  from  otner  pidly  from  their  minds  ;  nor,  perhaps, 
places :  our  system  of  dunning,  collec-  would  it  be  a  matter  of  much  impor* 
tors,  and  bills,  and  the  low  and  degrad-  tance,  if  it  did  not  tend  to  destroy  all 
ing  charges  of  our  medical  men — the  distinction   between  the  educated  and 
first  physicians  attending  for  seven  shil-  uneducated,  and  thus  give  the  sanction 
lings  a  visit,  and  often  a  great  deal  less ;  of  public  opinion  to  unlioensed  and  un- 
ana  the  surgeons  in  the  same  rank  for  qualified    practitioners.     There    is    no 
from  one  to  five ; — ^how  we  are  thus  all  class  which  gains  more  by  confusion  than 
reduced  to  the  rank  and  condition  of  the  chemists  and  druggists.     The  law 
tradesmen,  without  their  protection  from  requires  firom  tbem  no  ^ucation,  no  ap- 
the  law,  bein^  compelled  like  them  to  prenticeship,  no  previous  or  subsequent 
send  in  our  bills,  without  having  any  examination;  it  allows  any  one,  male 
legal  right  ibrtheir  payment;— and  how,  or  female,  to  follow  this  business  with- 
in consequence  thereof,  people  in  easy  out  check  or  control ;  and,  in  point  of 
circumstances  are  every  day  availing  fact,   many  who  are  now  in  it  com- 
themselves  of  our  time  and  attendance  menced  without  any  knowledge  of  it ; 
without  paying  for  them ;— in  short,  that  they  never  eerved  a  day  to  it    Some  of 
there  is  not  a  poorer  or  more  depressed  them  were  grocers,  ironmon^rs,  car* 
class  in  the  community,  than  the  medi-  penters,  chandlers,  or  in  vanons  other 
cal  men  of  this  neighbourhood ;   and  oranchea  of  trade  or  industiy,  and  not 
that,  unless  something  be  done,  they  succeeding^  turned  all  at  once  chemiata 
must  necessarily  become  more  and  more  and  dniggista,  without  further  ceremony 
so,    until   they  tumble  to  the   lowest  or  preparation.    They  usually  get  some 
giade  in  society.    It  is  true,  their  own  runaway  apprentice,  or  some  person  who 
practices  have  contributed  a  great  deal  knows  more  or  less  of  the  business,  to 
lo  produce  this  state  of  things:  but  the  conduct  it  until  they  pick  up  as  much 
anomalies  and  defects  of  Uie  law  have  aa  they  think  sufiicient  to  do  it  them- 
contributed  a  great  deal  more.  selves :  then  they  take  behind  the  coun- 
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ter,  jQung^  nw,  uneducated  lads,  some  Hence  the  surgeries  are  empty,  whilst 

of  tbem  not  twel?e  jears  of  age,  as  ap-  their  shops  ^  are  full.     No  matter  for 

pvestiees,  to  whom  the  compounding  what  medicine  the  people  come;  be  it 

and  dispensing  department  is  often  in-  dangerous  or  not,  they  get  it    Thejr 

trusted.     One  is    astonished   at  their  can  Duy  more  or  less  of  laudanum,  or  of 

joutb,  ignorance,  and  inexperience,  and  stuff,  as  they  term  it,  to  kill  the  rats, 

the  risks  the  public  run ;  and  yet  the  and  which  they  too  oflen  apply  to  more 

law  sanetions  tne  system.  criminal  purposes. 

There  are  several  highly.respectable  On  the  Continent   no    medicine  is 

and  well  educated  men  here  in  this  busi-  giren  of  a  deadly  character  without  a 

ness,  but  thev  are  comparatively  few;  physician's   or   sui>geon's   prescription, 

and  the  nnblic  have  not   always  the  and  the  address  ana  name  of  the  party 

means  to  oiscriminate  them  from  others,  prescribing.     Here  there    is  no   such 

The  whole  system  is  one  of  abuse  and  check  or  precaution.     Can  any  thing  be 

inconsistency,  and  calls  loudly  for  re-  more  absurd  or  ruinous  than  this  state 

fimn.     Very  few  confine  themselves  to  of  the  chemists  and  druggists  ?   It  takes 

their  reeiilar  business,  the  compounding  the  bread  from  the  regumr  practitioner, 

and  making  up  of  medicine ;  ir  they  did,  and  gives  it  to  the  quack  aud  pretender, 

they  could  scarcely  live  by  it,  their  num-  It  allows  a  numerous  and  en terprisinif 

hers    and    competition    are    so    great  class,  of  popular  manners  and  flexible 

Hence  they  unite  other  branches  with  habits,  to  treat  all  sorts  of  diseases,  to 

it;  they  sell  all  sorts  of  stuff  for  culinary  be  the  retailers  of  all  sorts  of  articles. 

and  domestic  |>urp08e8 — ^brick-dust,  rub-  the  compounders  of  family  and  medical 

Inng'-stones,  picldes,  cigars,  &c.     The  prescriptions— in  short,  yac/of«fiM  in  me- 

same  scale  and  hands  that  have  to  weigh  dicine,  without  any  te»t  of  their  fitness 

and  make  up  the  delicate,  and  often  or  capacity.     Can  any  thing  be  more 

dangerous  ingredients  of  a  prescription,  unjust  towards  the  public  or  theprofes- 

have,  perhaps,  at  the  same  time,  to  pre-  sion  ?  or  who  can  tell  the  lives  thus  sa- 

pare  the  blacking  or  vamLnh  compounds  crificed,  or  the  pains  and  ag^avation  of 

of  the  next  door.    Many  of  their  shops  sickness  thus  caused,  by  this  wholesale 

have  more  the  appearance  of  hucksters  license  of  quackery   and  empiricism? 

than  of  chemists  and  druggists.   All  this  The  coroners  may  answer,  that  the  law 

of  itself  would  be  bad  enough,  if  the  evil  is  silent    What  is  the  use  of  the  trouble 

stopped  here ;  but  it  does  not.   They  are  and  expense  of  a  regular  and  protracted 

now  the  regular  physicians  and  burgeons  education,  if,  when  one  settles  in  prac- 

eftbepttbSc;  they  prescribe  for  allsorts  tice,  he  finds  no  protection  against  the 

of  diseases,  and  have  almost  ruined  the  inroads  of  those  who  never  attended  a 

general  practitioner ;   they  are  becom-  lecture  or  an  hospital  T    What  is  the  use 

vog  every  day  so  familiar  in  this  respect  of  degrees  to  him,  if  the  public  make  no 

to  the  public,  that  the  first  merchants,  as  dis^nction  between  him  and  them  ?  And 

well  as  the  lowest  tradesman  or  mecha-  yet  such  is  the  state  of  the  profession 

niCy    are    occasionally    their    patients,  and  the  law,  notwithstanding  all  the 

Tbey  often  retire  with  large  fortunes,  charters  and  privileges  of  our  medical 

and  are  the  only  branch  of  the  profes-  coiporations,  riven  ostensibly  to  protect 

sion  that  do  well  here ;   most  of  the  us  I     How  well  they  deserve  the  thanks 

others  struggling'  through  life,  and  dy-  and  support  of  the  profession ! 

inir  in  poverty  or  debt    They  visit,  like  ^,  .  -^    ^             j  *z  •      ^  *         ^i 

t^  regTilar  practitionem,  their  patients  ^'M  Doctors,  and  their  effects  on  the 

at  home  and  abroad;  and  the  people  projesston, 

like    their   open    shops,    their    cheap  The  next  subject  to  which  I  wish  to 

charges,  and  mode  or  doing  business,  direct  the  attention  of  the  profession,  is 

Tbey  crowd  into  them  for  something  to  the  peculiar  character  of  the  clubs 

thftt  is  good  for  a  cough,  a  pain,  or  an  that  exist  here ;  tbe^  are  merely  sick 

ache;  that  can  cure  a  broken  leg,  or  and  provident  societies,  quite  distinct 

straighten    a  crooked   one ;    for    they  from  what  are  termed  the  trades'  unions ; 

think  that  there  is  a  specific  in  them  for  the  latter  being  political  associations,  for 


macb  more  than  they  would  have  to  pay    connexion    with  mediciue,   a  very   re- 
tbe  first   medical   man    in   the    town,    markable  feature  in  the  profession  here. 
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and  have,  more  than  any  thingf  I  know,  faring  people,  and  otbers.  Like  the 
laid  die  foundation  of  the  most  degrad-  men,  thej,  too,  hare  their  monthly, 
ing  and  unprofessional  practices.  The  quarterly,  and  annual  meetings,  and 
.medical  men  are  so  poor,  and  their  im*  are  gfoTemed  by  a  chairman^  secretary, 
mediate  wants  so  pressing,  that  they  and  committee,  elected  annually  from 
grasp  at  any  thing  toat  seems  to  proflTer  among  themselves.  They  admit  no 
a  prospect  of  reHef  or  practice.  Hence  one  in  the  shape  of  man,  but  the  doctor, 
their  encouragement  of  these  clubs,  who  often  acts  as  chairman,  secretary, 
which  extend  here  through  almost  all  and  factotum.  Surgeons  are  very  active 
the  middle  and  lower  classes  of  the  and  anxious  to  get  an  appointment 
community.  Every  club  has  its  sur*  among  them :  they  deem  them  the  best 
geon,  or,  as  they  term  him,  their  **  doc-  and  most  productive.  These  clubs  pre* 
tor:"  the  cheapest  is  generally  preferred,  fer,  more  than  any  other,  a  religions 
except  where  peculiar  interest  is  made  man  for  their  doctor,  or  at  least  one 
to  supersede  economy :  there  is  no  trade  who  can  wear  well  its  mask :  they  think, 
or  branch  of  industry  without  them :  for  decency  and  propriety,  they  oueht 
mechanics,  whether  journeymen  or  and  are  bound  to  do  so;  though  they 
masters,  shop-keepers,  retired  tradesmen  generally  are  better  customers  to  the 
in  easy  and  comfortable  circumstances,  public-house  where  they  meet  than  the 
men  and  women,  have  all  their  separate  men,  and  know  how  to  spend  and  enjoy 
and  respective  clubs  and  club-doctors,  themselves  as  well,  if  not  better,  and 
The  mode  of  election  is  by  tender  and  are  much  oflener  the  subject  of  scandal 
ballot :  each  candidate  sends  in  his  and  talk,  notwithstanding  their  godly 
terms  and  claims  on  their  suffrages :  he  habits  and  God-fearing  doctor,  lean- 
states  his  country,  his  religion,  and  not  state  with  accuracy  the  number  that 
every  thin^  else  that  may  tell  in  his  belong  to  them;  but  I  presume  there 
favour,  or  tickle  their  fancy ;  for  almost  are  at  least  a  thousand  women  enrolled 
all  the  clubs  have  their  peculiar  preju-  in  these  associations  here.  The  number 
dices  or  prepossessions  on  these  sub-  of  men  is  probably  not  short  of  fifleen 
iects.  On  an  average,  there  are,  per-  thousand ;  and  the  number  of  clubs,  in- 
naps,  six  or  seven  candidates  for  a  va-  eluding  both  male  and  female  ones, 
cancy.  All  are  obliged  to  use  the  tactics  must  exceed  sixty  or  seventy, 
of  con  tested  elections,  and  to  curry  favour  From  all  that  has  been  said,  it  might 
by  all  sorts  of  blandishments:  they  treat  be  presumed  that  these  clubs  are  good 
the  electors  to  ale  and  porter;  they  eat  things  for  the  doctors,  and  that  they  are 
and  drink  with  them  in  low  pot-houses,  well  paid  for  the  trouble  and  degrada- 
and  are,  in  every  sense,  '*  hail  fellows  tion  to  which  they  are  obliged  to  sub- 
well  met  *'  with  them  ;  and  these  prac-  mit.  It  is  not  so,  but  the  very  reverse  : 
tices  they  continue,  more  or  less,  afVer  they  would  be  far  better  paid,  and  have 
their  election.  Hence,  gross  and  low  more  to  do,  ifthose  clubs  never  existed,  or 
habits  and  company  are  engendered  and  could  be  suppressed.  The  medical  men 
propagated,  and  the  better  and  more  re-  who  attend  them  are  paid,  on  an  ave- 
iined  fetlings  of  gentlemen  bluuted  and  rage,  about  two  sbilhngs  a-head  every 
destroyed.  Others,  again,  gain  their  T^^ar,  for  every  member  in  the  club, 
elections  by  religious  cant  and  humbug :  Thus  a  club  of  one  hundred  members  is 
they  come  recommended  as  class  lead-  worth  about  ten  pounds  a-year  to  the 
^rs,  pious  and  edifying  christians,  and  club  doctor :  for  tfais  be  is  obliged  to 
oflen  become,  as  a  matter  of  course,  the  supply  medicine  and  advice,  and  to  at- 
club-doctors  of  peculiar  sects  and  deqo-  tend  under  all  circumstances,  when 
ininations,  and  tnen  officiate  oflen  in  the  called  or  required.  He  is  liable,  on  all 
double  capacity  of  preacher  and  sur-  occasions,  for  apparent  or  real  negli^ 
geon.  Perhaps  there  are  not  four  sur-  gence,  to  be  arraigned,  or,  as  they  term 
^ons  in  the  town  who  did  not,  at  one  it,  sh&wn  up,  before  the  managing  com- 
time  or  other,  belong  to  these  clubs;  mittee,  ana  then  obliged  satisfactorily 
they  are  the  anchor  by  which  they  at-  to  exculpate  himself,  or  be  dismiflaea : 
iempt  to  keep  from  drifting,  when  they  no  matter  however  trifling  may  be  the 
commence  practice  or  settle  here.  ailment,  or  late  Uie  hour,  or  great  the 
Women,  also,  have  their  clubs  and  distance,  if  summoned  be  is  obliged  to 
club-doctors ;  they  generally  consis^  of  attend ;  and  is  oflen.  met,  on  his  arrivid, 
dress-makers,  hucksters,  small  shop-  with  a  volley  of  abuse  and  low  epithets 
keepers,  the  wives  or  widows  of  sea«>  for  not  being  quicker  or  more  attentive : 
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in  fact,  be  is  subject  to  all  sorts  of  insults  maiiy  of  tbem  in  easy  and  comfortable 
and  reproaches.  None  but  tbey  who  circumstances,  and  bj  no  means  worthy 
hare  experience  of  it  can  appreciate  the  of  these  charities, — when,  I  say,  one 
dog*8  life  he  leads  in  this  respect.  In  considers  this,  and  that  sixteen  or  seven- 
consequence  of  all  this,  and  the  vigilance  teen  thousand  of  those  who  ought  to  be 
leqttired  to  detect  those  scheming-  to  be  the  best  and  most  paying  class,  are  at 
pnt  or  kept  on  the  sick  list,  or,  as  they  tended  for  almost  next  to  nothing— three 
term  it,  "  the  box,'*  his  professional  half-pence — we  cannot  be  at  a  loss  to 
Tisits  are  more  frequent  and  trouble-  comprehend  how  the  chances  and  emo- 
aotne,  and  infinitely  more  disagreeable,  luments  of  practice  have  declined,  and 
than  on  the  same  number  of  patients  in  the  causes  of  the  general  poverty  and 
ordinary  practice:  and  what  is  his  re-  degradation  of  the  profession. 
iHwmitiiin  tat  all  this  ?  Just  about  I  view  the  subject,  not  as  a  political 
three- halfpence  a  visit  for  advice  and  economist,  with  reference  to  its  effects 
medicine.  There  are  at  least  three  pa-  upon  the  community,  but  with  respect 
tienta  to  be  visited,  on  an  average,  to  its  debasing  and  impoverishing  result 
ereiT'  day,  for  every  hundred  members  upon  what  was  once  an  honourable  and 
in  the  club ;  and  for  this  he  only  gels  ten  high-minded  profession ;  but,  alas !  how 

founds  a  year,  subject  to  all  the  draw-  changed  and  fallen  ! 
acks  alluded  to  above.  He  pays  about  We  may  talk,  Mr.  Editor,  as  we 
1096  visits  a-year,  which,  at  two-pence  please,  about  medical  reform  ;  and  get 
a  visit,  would  amount  to  0/.  2#.  6d, ;  up  meetings  and  petitions,  and  descant 
calculating  the  expense  and  trouble  of  day  afler  dar  on  toe  anomalies  and  de- 
nakinff  up  the  meaicine,  diey  do  not  re-  fects  of  the  law ;  but  unless  we  set  about 
ceive  tnree-half)pence  a  visit,  at  the  rate  reforming  ourselves,  and  discountenanc- 
often  pounds  a  year,  for  every  hundred  ing  the  vile  and  unprofessional  prac- 
membm  of  the  club.  The  paupers  cost  tices  that  have  crept  in  amongst  us,  and 
the  public  charities  much  more :  but  thereby  testifying  in  private  the  sin- 
the  club  patieuts  are  far  from  being  cerit;^  of  our  principles  in  public,  it  is 
paupers ;  they  consist  of  that  class  which  in  vain  to  expect  from  acts  of  parliament 
pays  medical  men  the  best,  if  things  the  good  we  anticipate,  or  that  they  can 
were  not  so  turned  upside  down :  they  reach  abuses  far  beyond  their  province 
consist  of  the  middle  and  industrious  or  control.  I  rejoice  as  much  as  any 
classes, — some  of  them  worth  thousands  man  at  the  appointment  of  the  Parlia- 
of  pounds,  and  most  of  Uiem  in  easy  mentaryCommittee  now  investigating  the 
ana  comfortable  circumstances,  all  well  state  of  the  profession ;  but  there  are 
able  to  pay  their  medical  man ;  and  yet,  many  things  in  our  local  habits  and  prac- 
by  this  system  of  contracting,  they  get  tices  that  necessarily  cannot  come  before 
attended  for  three-halfpence  a  visit,  them ;  or  if  they  did,  that  they  could 
Thus  the  profession  is  ruined  ;  the  ma-  neither  remedy  nor  remove.  No;  the 
terials  by  which  it  ought  to  live  are  reform  for  these  things  must  spring  from 
taken  from  it,  and  destroyed.  Thus,  six-  ourselves :  it  must  be  the  result  ofa  bet- 
teen  or  seventeen  thousand  persons,  al-  ter  tone  and  more  elevated  feeling  than 
moat  all  the  heads  of  fanjilies,  in  easy,  exist  at  present,— of  the  union  and  co- 
if not  affluent  circumstances,  get  their  operation  of  medical  men  for  mutual  in- 
medicine  and  medical  attendance  for  terest  and  protection;  in  fact,  ofa  sys- 
about  three-halfpence  a  visit.  What  is  tem  of  traaet*  tcnton,  organized  and  di- 
this  but  the  principle  and  scale  of  the  rected  by  the  heads  of  the  profession. 
aelf-«upporting  dispensaries  applied  to  But,  thank  Ood !  if  we  have  many  vices, 
the  better  and  upper  classes?  But  the  we  have  some  virtues.  Amidst  all  the 
evil  does  not  stop  here,  for  Jtlie  club  political  cohruptions  of  this  borough, 
iloctors  (•*  and  they  include  19-20ths  of  only  one  medical  man  sold  his  vote. 
the  practising  surgeons  in  Liverpool ")  This,  perhaps,  in  other  circumstances 
make  also  a  contract  for  attending  the  would  scarcely  be  worth  mentioning, 
larailies.  The  wives  they  deliver,  and  were  it  not  for  the  general  corruption 
attend  for  one  month  afler  delivery,  for  that  prevailed,  and  for  the  feeling*  of 
about  ten  shillings ;  the  other  items  in  self-respect  that  medical  men  must  ne- 
proportion.  Now,  when  one  consider  cessariiy  feel  in  having  one  solitary  in- 
that  from  sixty  to  seventy  thousand  pa-  stance  among  them, 
tients  are  relieved  for  nothing  at  our  Lirerpooi,  April  1884.  .  . 
dijipensaries  and  public  charities,   and 
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CASE  or  FISHER  at  ST.  GEORGE'S    ^  ^^  never  applied  to  aflenrards  on  ae- 
HOSPITAT  count  of  the  poor  man,  and  I  concluded 

he  was  cured. 


:V' 


I  learned  from  Fisher's  wife,  some 

_     ,    _,_.  _-     ,_,.     ,^  time  ag-o,  that  when  he  beg-an  to  ffct 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,    bad  a^ain  he  went  into  Egham,  where 

he  was  told  that  I  had  left  Eqg^land, 
^'"»  and  was  living  in  France.      He  often 

In  the  last  number  of  the  Medical  Ga-  said  to  her,  if  he  could  see  me  once 
zette  my  name  is  introduced  in  con-  more  he  should  be  all  rig-ht.  His 
nexion  with  a  case  of  stone,  which  was  sufferings  increased,  and  he  was  per- 
operated  for  In  St.  George*s  Hospital  bj  suaded  to  go  to  St.  George's  Hospital, 
Mr.  Hawkins.  With  what  occurred  in  on  the  assurance  that  the  surgeon  of  the 
the  hospital  I  have  no  concern ;  but  it  is  hospital  would  employ  the  tame  meant 
important  for  me  to  correct  the  impres-    that  I  had  used. 

sion  which  even  this  incidental  mention  This  is  a  statement  of  facts  which 
is  calculated  to  produce.  It  is  stated  cannot  be  controverted  ;  and  I  believe  a 
that  I  operated  by  lithotrity  nine  timet ;  simple  appeal  to  Uiese  facts  will  not  in- 
and  that  subsequently  the  patient  flict  any  injury  on  my  professional 
Fisher  was  received  into  St.  George's,  reputation.  On  the  conduct  of  other 
This  is  an  error.  I  find  from  my  notes  surgeons  it  is  not  my  desire  nor  object 
that  I  used  my  instrument  five  times  ;    to  comment. 

and  perhaps  there  was  one  sitting  which  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir, 

bad  not  been  set  down ;  this  added,  will  Your  obedient  servant, 

make  six.    The  inference  from  the  arti-  Wm.  B.  Costello. 

cle  in  your  journal  is    that  Fisher,  in       39.  Brutoo-strea.  Be,keUy.Squ««, 
applying  to  St.  George's,  bad  lost  conn-  [April  17, 1884.] 

dence  in  the  efficacy  of  lithotrity,  or 

that  he  had  been  tired  out  by  the  num.  [From  the  preceding  letter,  it  appears 
ber  of  applications  of  the  instrument;  that  Mr.  Costello  and  Fisher  are  at 
this,  however,  was  the  very  reverse  of  issue  as  to  the  number  of  times  the  ope- 
fact,  as  you  will  learn  from  what  fol-  ration  of  lithotrity  was  performed : 
lows.  the  latter,  when  in  St.  George's,  called 

I  was  applied  to  bv  Sir  John  Chap-    it  nine ;  the  former  says  it  amounted 
man,  on  behalf  of  Fisher,  who  then  was,    only  to  tUe.    As  Mr.  Costello  seems  to 
and  had  been  for  two  years,  unable  to    regard  this  difference  as  of  importance, 
work  as  a  labourer  and  thresher.   I  ope-    we  readily  ffive  insertion  to  his  letter, 
rated  on  him  in  presence  of  between    althouah  it  hat  nothing  whatever  to  do 
sixty  and  seventy  practitioners  of  the    fcith  the  quettion  at  ittue.    The  piece  of 
neighbourhood,    m  the   Town-hall    of    information,  that  *'  hit  tufferingt  having 
Windsor.    It  was  ascertained  that  the    increated"  the  man  was  persuaded  to  go 
bladder  contained  several  calculi,  of  the    into  St.  George's  Hospital,  on  the  as- 
size of  a  pigeon's  egg.    The  second    surance  that  the  surgeon  would  employ 
operation  took  place  also  at  Windsor ;    **  the  same  means  "  as  Mr.  Costello  had 
toe  subsequent  applications  were  made    done,  is  curious,  and  was  probably  the 
at  considerable  intervals,  in  Egham,  at    origin  of  the  falsehood  in  the  Lancet, 
the  houses  of  Mr.  Fumival,  and   Mr.    that    Mr.    Hawkins   had  actually  at- 
Gilbertson,  surgeons.    Fisher  resumed    tempted  to  use  some  new  instrument 
his  work  as  a  toresher  after  the  second     experimentally.       Mr.   Costello   hopes 
sitting;  and  to  every  sitting  afterwards    that  no  injury  will  be  done    to    nis 
he  came  from  his  work,  and  returned  to    "  professional  character" — we  hope  so 
it — a  distance  of  between  three  and  four    too ;  and  beg  to  remind  him,  that  we 
miles.    His  general  health  was  restored,    never  alluded  to  his  character  profes- 
and  his  sufferings  had  ceased  almost  al-    sionally  or  otherwise*-we  did  but  ex- 
together,  when  I  last  saw  him.    Afler    press  our  contempt  of  the  knave  who 
the  last  sitting,  I  told  Mr.  John  Fur-    fabricated  the  hoax  which  appeared  in 
nival,  that  if  Fisher  did  not  void  all    the  Lancet,  and  was  made  the  basis  of 
that  remained  of  the  broken-down  cal-    an  attack  upon  *'  the  professional  cha- 
cull,  I  should  be  readv  to  come  down,    racter"  of  another. — En.  Gaz.] 
on  his  dropping  me  a  line,  at  any  time.  _.     . 


f 
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experiments  ingeniously  devised  bj  our 

••L'AatcBT  utnetaUonnrecqiwidccMiirM  author,  that  not  the  depraved  qualitjr, 

tat  k  tbrite'-"— u'alkhbibt.  but  the  deficient  quantity,  of  the  blood 

with  which  the  left  cavities  of  the  heart 

ThePkyriology,  Pathology,  and  Treat-  "«  «"Ppli«J.  »«>  •  d<yrivation  of  the 

mtKtofA^yxia;   ineludiny  Su*.  poweis  of  respiration,  is  the  chief  caitte 

pemded  AniiuAon  in  Ntw-bo^  CUl.  »"???.;  J^  we  are  un^^illing  b^  any 

^en-andfromDrownv^-Hanging,  possibilityto  misstate  Dr.  Kay's  opinions 

^  ^  '  readers  witb  the  author  s  words : — 
Thebs  are  few  sabjects  which  it  would  **  Death  occurs  in  aspbjzia  because 
be  more  desirable  that  the  communitj  the  air,  not  being*  admitted  into  the 
at  laree  should  be  acquainted  with,  lunffs,  the  changes  which  are  necessary 
than  dose  treated  in  the  present  to-  to'  the  transmission  of  the  blood  throuf^h 
luDe.  It  was  the  intention  of  the  ad-  their  structure  no  longer  ensue,  and  the 
tlior,  as  we  learn  from  his  prefatory  birculation  gradually  becomes  fuller, 
letter,  addressed  to  the  Royal  Humane  and  is  at  length  arrested  in  the  capil. 
Society,  to  supply  this  desideratum,  and  laries  of  the  pulmonary  tissue.  Befuro 
to  prodnce  a  work  which  should  be  this  result  takes  place,  the  blood  by  de- 
mited for  general  use.  But  the  diffi-  grees  assumes  more  and  more  of  the  ve- 
culty,  which  is  almost  proverbial,  of  nous  character,  until  its  qualities  become 
composing  books  for  the  people  on  sub-  incompatible  with  the  activity  of  the 
jects  connected  with  medical  science,  minute  vessels  of  the  lungs.  A  certain 
seems  to  have  stood  in  our  author*s  way,  quantity  of  dark  blood,  not  so  changed 
as  it  has  in  that  of  many  a  man  who  as  to  be  inconsistent  with  vital  action,  is 
has  gone  before  him;  ana  we  scarcely  transmitted  by  the  heart  and  arteries  to 
think  he  has  done  much  to  remove  it.  all  the  organs  of  the  body,  and  cir- 
Tbe  very  title  which  he  has  adopted —  culated  through  the  nervous  system 
the  Physiology  and  Pathology  of  As-  and  muscles ;  but  it  is  found  that  this 
pbyxia — ^is  surely  a  stumbling-block  for  fluid,  far  from  destroying  the  vitality 
the  uninitiated :  Suspended  Animation,  of  these  parts,  maintains  the  life  of 
and  its  Treatment,  might  probably  the  muscles  for  a  certain  time,  though 
haye  answered  his  purpose  better  ;  comparatively  in  a  feebler  maimer ;  and 
though  we  question  if  even- this  would  it  is  also  discovered,  that,  tbou^^h  it  is 
not  naye  seemed  too  learned  for  the  deficient  in  stimulus  to  the  nervous  sys- 
multitode.  tem,  and  is  not  capable  of  supporting  the 

With    the    exception   of  this   fault,  greatest  activity  of  the  nervous  power, 

which  we  fear  may  operate  in  depriving  it  has  no  positively  noxious  power  upon 

the  work  of  mucn  of  its  destined  use-  it.    The  cause  of  death  in  asphyxia  is 

fulness,  Dr.  Kay  has  acquitted  himself  the  arrest  of  the  circulation ;  but  during 

with  great  ability :  he  shows  a  very  ex-  the  supply  of  the  darker  blood  to  the 

tensive  knowledge  of  his  subject    We  organs  (as  it  is  deficient  in  stimulating 

have  here  the  results  of  several^  ears*  close  and  nutritious  qualities),  and  the  rapid 

research  and  experimental  inquiry :  and  diminution  of  even  the  supply  of  this 

the  volume  may  be  considered  as  a  sum-  fluid,  the  functions  of  every  part  are  en- 

mary  of  the  author's  matured  opinions  feebled,  and  sense  and  voluntary  motion 

regarding  several  points  of  deep  interest  extinguished,  before  the  circulation  has 

and  importance  wnich  he  has  on  former  actually  ceased.*' 
occasions  discussed.  Certainly,  if  Bichat*s  theory  were  true. 

The  various  theories  which  have  been  there  coula  be  little  hope  entertained  at 
broached  in  explanation  of  the  pheno-  any  time  of  recovering  persons  in  a 
xnena  of  asphyxia,  are  very  well  stated  state  of  asphyxia,  which,  according  to 
in  the  introductory  portion  of  the  work,  that  illustrious  pathologist,  should  be  a 
JBichat's  views  and  experiments  are  state  of  death  by  poisoning,  with  what 
fairly  given  ;  and  his  hypothesis  of  he  held  to  be  a  most  deleterious  sub- 
death  being  produced  by  tne  delete-  stance^tbe  blue  unarterialized  blood. 
nous  agency  of  the  unarterialized  But  Dr.  Kay  has  not  only  established  a 
blood  upon  the  organs  which  require  more  correct  pathology  on  this  vitally 
the    accustomed    stimulus     of  arterial  important  subject,  but  has  shewu  that 
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reasonable  ezpecUtions  may  be  enter-  public ;  for  notbing  can  be  moi«  falla. 

tamed,inmo8tcasesof  aspEyxia^olre-  eiou8  tban  aucb  data  ai  our  Bills  of 

covers  being  attainable  by  the  adoption  w  ^  ,.,      ^    ,  .^       J^     , 

of  proper  methods.    His  book  abounds  M®>^\'r  anord,  if  used  for  the  purpose 

with   valuable    suggestions    regarding  ^^  arriying  at  conclusions  in  medical  or 

those    methods;    and    we   cannot  but  general    statistics;   and  foreigners,    if 

recommend    it  strongW  to   the   atten-  made    acquainted    with  the    mode    in 

tion  of  practitioners.    We  perused  with  _u- i.  *l        *  r  t-   l         ^  -» 

much  interest   the    remarks  on  death  T      .   ^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^*^*'' 

bj  cold,   and   from  respiring  noxious  ^  ^^  metropolis  are  procured,  would, 

gases;  and  we  think  the  obserrations  we  apprehend,  scout  all  our  pretensions 

on  the  caution  to  be  Uken  in  attempt-  to  superior  salubrity  ;-our  assertion,  for 

mg   to   inflate  the  lungs   of  drowned  ^^„i^    *l  *  *i.         -*  v-.      r  x     \ 

persons,  particularly  worthy  of  being  f^™P*^  **»«**  t^«  mortality  of  London 

generally  known.  '*  ^"t  on«  in  forty,  or  forty-two,  or  even 

forty-four-- a  rate  to  which  no  other  ca^ 

''  pital  in  Europe,  or  in  the  world,  can 

MEDICAL  GAZETTE.       P*«*«"^-      This  very  fact   itself  were 

surely  enough   to  excite  suspicion  re- 
Saturday,  April  19,  1834.  garding  the  accuracy  of  our  statements ; 

for  there  can  be  no  such  great  contrast 

/i.'''fr!l,"'""!'*"^*  "^'^^ 'V'"  ""i"' ***?'*T?'    in    ^^    ™o<ies    or   habiu    of   life    in 

Artit  Medtem  tuerl  \   potettas  modo  venlendi  in 

i)ubHcum  »it,  dicendi  pericaiam  non  recaao."         London,  Compared  with  those  of  otlier 

CicBao.       European  capitals,  as  to  warrant  such  a 

superior  rate  of  salubrity ;  and  when  the 

PAROCHIAL  REGISTRATION,        ,^^„^  of  other  countries  come  to  investi- 

wiTH    REFEftENCE    TO    MEDICAL    8TA-    grate  the  grouuds  ou  which  wc  arrive  at 

TisTics.  ^jjj.  self-satisfactory  conclusion,  it  is  to 

The  returns  of  the  Worshipful  Com-    be  feared  we  have  none  very  convincing 
pany  of  Parish  Clerks  for  the  last  year,    to  afford  them. 

have  only  recently  been  published ;  and        We  yield  to  none  in  a  desire  to  up- 

by  them  it  appears  that  the  total  of   hold  the  superiority  of  our  capital  in 

registered   burials  for  the   year   com-    point  of  salubrity:  we  aro  fully  aware 

mencing  Dec.  1832,  and  ending  Dec.    of  the  flattering  reflection  which  it  must 

1833,  amounts  to  26,677.     Of  those  un-    more  or  less  throw  on  the  medical  art,  if 

registered  we  have  no  returns :  but  of   it  can  be  made  out->though  there  aro 

this  more  anon.    For  the  corresponding    many  other  elements,   undoubtedly,  to 

period  of  1831-32,  including  the  cho-    be  taken  into  consideration,  to  account 

lera  season,  the  number  was  28,606 ;  so    satisfactorily   for  such    a  result ;    but 

that  there  has  been  a  decrease  of  2,029 ;    we  cannot  help  expressing  our  fears  that 

and  if  we  were  to  compare  the  number    the  degree  of  mortality  which  prevails 

of  the  last  year's  burials  with  that  of   in    London  is   greatly   underrated  by 

the  population  within  the  Bills— or  of  the    those  who  state  it  at  one  in  forty  ^  on  the 

parishes  which  are  presumed  to  give  re-    credit  of  the  Bills.    We  are  aware  that 

turns— we  should  seem  to  Ax  the  rate  of   it  has  been  supposed   to  be  otherwise 

mortality  of  the  metropolis  at  one  in    established  by  snob  data  as  are  afforded 

forty.four,  while  for  the  preceding  year    by  the  lists  of  tontine  nominees,  »f  life 

it  was  one  in  forty -one.  annuitants,  or  of  insured  lives— sources 

But  we  must  take  care  how  we  draw    which,  so  far  as  they  go,   are   much 

these    hasty  inferences,  however  they    less   liable   to  error   than  the  returns 

may  seem  to  coincide  with  statistical    to  which  we  at  present  more  particu- 

statements  which  ha?e  been  given  to  the    larly  refer ;  but  we  doubt  if  the  rate 
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in  question  have  not  been  chiefly  ga-  are  at  present  managed,  it  is  onlj  left 
thered  from  those  clomsj  averages  to  be  inferred  that  every  child  which  is 
which,  in  default  of  other  simple  data,  baptised  has  been  bom  $ome  time  pre* 
and  from  mercantile  habit,  we  are  but  viously,  although  the  exact  date  is  of  so 
too  prone  to  be  content  with.  We  are  much  importance  for  statistical  pur- 
hy  no  means  disposed  to  undervalue  the  poses.  So  also  with  respect  to  burials  ; 
Bills  of  Mortality;  for,  under  the  cir-  though  there  is  certainly  more  chance  of 
cnmstances  in  which  tbey  are  con>  Dissenters  being  M«ri>i/ in  the  cemeteries 
structed,  they  are,  perhaps,  rather  to  be  of  the  parish  churches,  yet  the  fact  of 
esteemed  for  their  steadiness,  than  re-  death,  and  its  exact  date,  u  only  left  to 
jected  for  their  deficiencies.  **  The  be  inferred,  in  like  manner,  ftom  the 
agreement  of  the  Bills  with  each  other,"  entiy  of  the  burial, 
says  Dr.-  Heberden,  '*  does  alone  carry  It  will  at  once  be  perceived  how 
with  it  a  strong  proof  that  the  numbers  grossly  4efieient  ibr  all  these  reasons 
under  the  several  articles  are  by  no  are  our  parish  registers,  as  sources  of  the 
means  set  down  at  random,  but  must  be  necessary  data  for  the  statistics  of  the 
taken  from  the  uniform  operation  of  metropolis.  But  may  we  not,  by  some 
some  pennanent  cause."  There  are  approximation  to  the  number  of  deaths 
great  deficiencies,  however,  to  act  as  annually  among  the  Dissenters,  wh6 
drawbacks  on  the  valoe  of  the  Bills,  constitute  the  great  mass  of  the  uh» 
We  know,  it  is  true,  the  population  of  registered,  arrive  at  a  conclusion  as  near 
the  vast  diatriet^oonsisting  of  above  a  the  truth  as  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
million,  one  hundred,  and  eighty  souls —  wiU  admit?  In  the  year  1811,  when 
to  which  they  are  supposed  to  apply ;  the  number  of  burials  registered  in  the 
but  some  of  the  parishes  in  this  vast  cir-  bills  was  about  20,000,  it  was  calculated 
cuit  give  no  returns,  and  many  give  in  the  Population  Abstract  of  that  date, 
ihem  irregularly.  Nay,  this  is  far  ftom  that  the  number  of  those  not  registered 
beingtbe  wont  that  the  system  has  to  con-  in  the  parochial  returns  was  not  less 
tend  with.  The  births  and  deaths  which  than  7000 ;  that  is  to  say,  above  one- 
are  entered  in  the  parish  registers  are  third.  Since  that  time,  we  may  safely 
almost  exclusively  those  of  persons  hav-  aflirm  that  the  proportion  of  Dissenters 
ing  Church  of  England  connexions ;  in  the  metropolis  has  not  diminished ; 
neither  the  Jews,  Quakers,  or  Dissenters  we  are  accordingly,  we  presume,  fully 
of  any  denomination,  are  included  in  justified  in  increasing  the  yearly  re tuma 
them;  and  we  all  know  how  the  latter  of  the  bills  by  at  least  one-third  of  the 
class  especially  has  been  increasing  in  totals  Now  this  gives  us  for  the  number 
numbers  and  importance  of  late  years,  of  deaths,  or  burials,  in  a  population  of 
We  have  said  births  and  deaths— we  1,180,502  (that  within  the  parochial  re- 
should  say  baptisms  and  burials— a  still  turns),  35,436;  that  is  to  say,  one  t^ 
more  unaccommodating  circumstance ;  thirty-three  (33*3)  for  the  mortality. 
for  with  regard  to  the  former,  though  We  are  thus  brought,  with  respect  tQ 
I>i8senters  might  be  satisfied  to  enrol  the  the  salubrity  of  our  capital,  somewhat 
/act  of  birth  in  the  parish  register— the  more  nearly  on  a  par  with  Berlin*, 
only  direct  evidence  allowed  on  many  Parisf ,  and  other  well-regulated  cities  of 

questions  in   courts   of  law— none  of ^ 

tliem  can  be  presumed  willing  to  sub- 


tbey  did,  in  the  mode  in  which  things    mouoted  up  to  l  in  17*4. 
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tbe  continent:  and  that  in  thus  raising^  it  ment  recognized  the  Company  which 

from  one*fortieth  to  one-tbirty-third,  we  originally    undertook  to  provide  those 

have  not  trans^^rrcssed  the  limits  of  pro-  registers  (The  Fraternity  of  St.  Nicho- 

bahility,  we  shall  offer  an  additional  las) ;  chartered  it ;  and  gave  it  certain 

proof,  from  documents  which  may  be  privileges    to     encourage    it    to    pro- 

Teadily  attested.  ceed  :  but  for  above  a  hundred  years — 

We  have  before  us  the  "  General  notwithstauding*  the  advances  made  in 
Statement  of  Baptisms  and  Burials  for  every  branch  of  knowledge  subservient 
the  Parish  of  St.  Luke,  Chelsea,"  for  to  statistical  science^no  improvement 
the  last  two  years.  This,  by  the  way,  has  taken  place  in  the  Bills.  It 
is  one  of  the  Gve  large  parishes  whose  is  true  we  come  at  results  per  saltum^ 
returns  are  not  included  in  the  Bills  of  through  the  census  which,  since  the 
the  Metropolis.  Its  population,  accord-  commencement  of  the  present  century, 
ing  to  the  late  census,  is  32,371 ;  and  takes  place  every  ten  years :  but  why 
its  registered  mortality  amounted  last  should  we  not  have  such  means  of  satis- 
year  to  907.  What  ought  we  to  add  for  factorily  noting  the  progress  of  the 
the  unregistered  ?  for  it  is  expressly  population  during  the  whole  of  the  de- 
mentioned  in  the  document  that  the  cennial  period,  as  that  the  census  should 
burials  that  take  place  in  Chelsea  Hos-  serve  for  a  comparison  or  a  confirmation 
pital,  or  the  Jews'  or  Moravians'  burial-  of  results  alreaJdy  arrived  at  ?  This  is 
grounds,are  never  entered  in  the  registers  the  course  pursued  in  almost  every 
of  the  parish  church.  Suppose  we  add  civilized  nation  of  Europe  except  our 
only  a  fourth,  it  fixes  the  mortality  at  own ;  and  until  something  of  the  sort  is 
one  in  twen^-sixnesrly  (525*9);  if  we  only  done  among  us,  it  is  surely  frivolous  to 
add  a  tenth,  still  it  is  more  than  one  in  think  of  cultivating  statistics,  medical  or 
thirty  (29*6).  Yet  we  have  no  reason  to  general,  here  as  a  science  :  and  not  a 
consider  Chelsea  an  insalubrious,  or  little  premature,  we  should  think,  to 
in  any  respect  an  ill-regulated  parish,  boast  of  the  fact  of  our  superior  m/h- 
What,then,become8ofthe  supposed  one-  ^'<y,  founded  on  our  ttatistieal  infor- 
fortieth   or  one-forty-fourth,  when  ap-  mation. 

plied  in  this  instance  ?     Facts,  truly,        A  legislative  measure,  we  believe,  is 

are   stubborn  things;    and  those  just  likely  soon  to  pass  into  a  law,  for  admitting, 

quoted  may  serve  to  warn  us  how  we  as  evidence  the  registers  of  Dissenters, 

draw  hasty  inferences  from  our  partial  respecting  births,  marriages,  and  deaths, 

parochial  registers.  Such  a  measure,  no  doubt,  is  very  desira* 

It  may  perhaps  be  said  that  our  ble;  although  we  cannot  help  thinking  it 
Bills  of  MorUlity  were  originally  in-  may  probably  prove  only  another  sample 
tended  only  to  apprise  all  whom  it  con-  of  the  patch-work  legislation  for  which 
cemed  of  the  prevalence  or  decrease  of  this  country  is  already  but  too  famous, 
certain  diseases  in  the  metropolis^-the  How  much  moro  desirable  would  it  not 
plague  and  other  pestilences  more  espe-  be  to  have  one  legalized  system  of  re- 
cially ;  but  who  can  deny  that  in  setting  gistration  for  both  Dissenters  and  Church- 
down  all  who  were  buried  in  the  paro-  men,  and  that  the  entries  of  births, 
chial  cemeteries,  dying  of  whatever  dis-  marriages,  and  deaths,  should  be  secured 
ease  they  might,  it  was  intended  thus  to  by  positive  injunction,  and  not  left  in 
supply  a  weekly  return  of  the  amount  its  present  anomalous  state.  Until  some- 
of  mortality  in  the  metropolis  ?  And  we  thing  of  this  sort  is  done,  we  can  expect 
only  find  fault  with  them  for  not  doing  at  best  only  a  jumble  in  our  manner  of 
what  they  ought  to  do.    The  Govern-  managing  matters  of  the  utmost  conse- 
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qoeooe.  We^  however,  for  obvious  rea-  IneUxes  are  formed  immediateljr  on  the 
eons,  can  only  allude  to  the  importance  cloeing  of  the  register,  and  one  copy  of 
of  such  a  legalized  system  as  a  means  the  register  and  index  is  sent  to  the 
of  arriTxng  at  a  correct  arrsngement  of  office  of  the  Tribunal  de  premiere  tn- 
medical  statistics,  and  as  leading  to  the  ttance  of  the  district,  where  it  is  placed 
adoption  of  well^rganijced  plans  of  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Pro- 
medical  police.  With  the  deeplj.inte.  cureurdu  Roi;  the  other,  with  its  index, 
resting  bearings  of  the  question,  with  re-  remains  in  the  archives  of  the  commune, 
ference  to  the  expediting  of  litigations  Every  ten  years  another  complete  alpha^ 
which  constantly  arise  about  property,  helical  index  is  made ;  and  the  extreme 
and  the  tracing  of  pedigrees,  and  in  accuracy  of  all  these  operations  fur- 
which  a  more  accurate  parochial  registra-  nishes  the  means  of  forming  the  most 
tion  would  be  of  such  essential  benefit,  perfect  statistical  documents  for  every 
wecannotof  course  meddle.  It  is,  how-  purpose  for  which  a  government  can 
ever,  but  too  obvious,  that  for  all  these  wish  to  concern  itself  with  the  state  of 
pnrposes  our  present  mode  of  proceed,  population. 

ing  is  positively  the  worst  in  Europe :  Births  in  France  must  be  registered 
it  is  fraught  with  absurdities,  imperfec-  within  three  days  of  their  occurring ; 
tions,  and  inconveniences :  it  belongs  to  and  in  cases  of  Death  it  is  the  duty 
a  veiy  rude  age,  and  to  one  in  which,  if  of  the  public  officer  to  attend  on  the 
diversity  of  religious  opinion  existed  at  spot,  and  receive  the  legal  declaration  of 
all,  all  toleration  for  its  exercise  must  the  fact ;  and  without  his  certificate  of 
have  been  set  at  nought  tbis  duty  having  been  duly  performed, 
We  have  inquired  with  some  curiosity  no  burial  can  take  place.  This  visit,  of 
into  the  mode  in  which  these  things  are  course,  affords  a  proper  opportunity  for 
managed  in  France;  and  it  is  with  no  ascertaining  the  catMeo/* deaM,  not  only 
small  regret  we  are  obliged  to  admit  the  for  purposes  of  statistical  inquiry,  but 
humiliating  comparison  which  must  be  with  a  view  to  the  investigation  of  cases 
drawn  between  the  institutions  of  our  of  violent  death.  In  such  cases  the 
Gallic  neighbours  in  this  respect,  and  officer,  afler  availing  himself  of  medi- 
those  of  our  country.  There,  the  cal  opinion,  transmits  information  of  the 
Code  lays  down  the  general  formalities  circumstances  to  the  Procureur  du  Roi, 
to  be  observed  for  recording  births.  It  surely  is  high  time  that  we  had,  as 
marriages,  and  deaths ;  and  an  efficient  almost  every  countty  in  Europe  has, 
class  of  municipal  officers  is  provided,  some  officer  of  the  description  just  men- 
which  has  the  whole  under  its  immediate  tioned,  who  should  have  a  permanent 
superintendence.  The  clergy  are  relieved  establishment  in  all  conveniently-sized 
of  the  duties  of  parochial  registration,  for  districts,  to  whose  acts  and  certificates, 
reasons  most  of  which  would  be  nearly  under  an  official  seal,  for  defined  pur- 
equally  applicable  here ;  and  the  officers  poses,  faith  should  be  given  in  all 
of  the  Etat  civil,  the  Maires  of  com-  courts,-* who  should  have  all  notarial 
munes,  are  the  parties  to  whom  those  functions,  and  at  whose  office  all  muni- 
duties  are  intrusted.  The  accuracy  and  cipal  business  should  be  transacted,  and 
regularity  of  the  register-books  are  its  documents  deposited.  Within  the 
guarded  by  minute  regulations,  which  scope  of  such  an  officer  the  registration 
are  particularly  worth  noticing.  They  of  births,  deaths,  and  marriages,  would 
are  kept  in  duplicate^  and  closed  at  the  in  a  special  manner  come.  With  regard 
end  of  each  year  with  such  care  as  to  to  deaths,  for  example,  the  registration 
prevent  the  possibility  of  interpolation,  might  (as  in  France)  be  made  necessary 
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to  be  certified  »r«wiwi#/ytoburial,and  the  who  had  a  frwstuw  of  this  kind.    Theje 

lODCceraiicu/w^.       y  ,  leiions,  on  the  contmiy,  become  more  fre- 

entries  might  be  made  on  aeciaruttofu  ^^^^^  ^  ^ife  advances,  and  are  most  com- 

delivered  in  a  soiuUe  form.     The  pre*  mon  between  70  and  W  years  of  age.    It 

iM:nt  institution  of  "  •earchefi"  wonld    i»  impossible  but  that  there  »;«»J^«J'nj 
Bcnt  »wui,uM  ^^^  ^^^  ^jg  difference  m  the  penod  of 

easily  combine  with  reticulations  ol  this  fj^ta^  of  the  neck  of  the  femur  at  dif- 

M>rt,  so  that  each  would  become  more  ferent  epochs  of  life, 

efiectaal :    and    many  minor  impiOFe-  Predkpaung  «ti«.. -This  cause  is  well 

eneci^oai .    wiu    ™*"J                     r  ascerUincd,  and  resides  in  the  anatomical 

ments,  no  donbt,  would  suggest  them-  disposition  of  the  parts,  which  is  not  the 

selves,  if  once  the  subject  were  faiHj  same  at  different  ages.    The  neck  of  the 

taken  into  consideration.    As  to  the  pro-    ^r^^'^'^Jf^S^^^^^^S^^^^'^lnL"^^ 
wRcu  tuw  vin»>v«.  r         ^^^  ^^^^  direction ;  and  this  disposition  of 

priety  of  such  a  reform  as  that  proposed,    ^^  j^^s  is  important  to  be  known.    In 

we  presume  there  cannot  be  a  reasonable    early  life  the  axis  of  the  neck  approaches  t6 

^..jLti^    n;«Mi  ^#>«npciidlv    when  we    that  of  the  body  of  the  femur  j  the  angle 
quesUon    i»ised,--e^ecuaiy   when  we    ^^^.^  .^  ^^^^  ^.^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  p^^. 

seriously  think  of  the  miserable  mode  y^i^     The  great  trochanter  makes  but  a 

in  which  the  parochial  registration  of  very  small  projection;   and  we  shall  see 

Ae  metropoW,  i.  .t  pn.^nt  a.«.ged;  ^-ai^rJ^o-f'SSc^AWn:^ 

and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  perfect  sue-  of  the  femur;— that  the  frequency  of  the 

cess  which  has  attended  the  working  of  accident  is  in  direct  proportion  to  the  ex- 

av    •           ^A  -»-*^M  :-.  i7.«»<.^  tent  to  which  the  trochanter  projects; — 

the  improved  system  m  France.  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  projection  is  in  Sirect  pro- 

— — portion  to  the  length  of  the  neck  of  the 

CLINICAL  OBSERVATIONS  hoM»  •»?  the  g«ater  or  smaUer  angle 

which  It  forms  with  the  bone.    Now  we 

ow  know  that    the  trochanter  lies   deep  in 

FRACTURES  OF  THH   NECK   OF     chUdrcn,  and  that  it  bides  itself,  so  to 

rrm  in^nfTTD  speak,  behind  the  pronunence  of  the  os 

THE  FEMUR.  ^^^ ,  ^y^^  ^^^  ^f  ^j,  jg^  ^^^  ^  ftjl,  ^n 

Br  Baxon  DuprTTKEN.  the  side  the  blow  does  not  come  upon  it, 

.,-..»          ^   t    n     K11 ».  J       t^At .  *nd  consequently  the  risk  of  the  fracture 

'"-  .X  "^°Jb?it5.".'iSJ^;SL'„r''~''-  i.  <^mL^.  'Another  ««l.o.>«l  to- 

position  renders  fracture  of  the  neek  still 

more  difficult.    The  shorter  the  bone  is, 

Ag«  at  which  iuch  f rectum  occur.  the  less  of  a  right  angle  it  makes  with  the 

FxACTuxEs  of  the  neck  of  the  femur  hare  body,  and  eonsequently  the  more  it  ap- 

attracted  so  much  attention  of  late  years,  proaehes  the  diriection  of  the  axis  of  the 

that  we  are  told  inmost  expnfaw  treatises  femur,   and    the  causes  of  fracture  hare 

on  such  subjects,  that  the}*  are  as  wdl  nn-  therefore  less  influence  on  the  neck.  There 

derstood  as  those  of  other  narts  of  the  thigh,  is  also  another  reason  why  fractures  of  the 

bone.  Those,  howeyer,  wbohave  witnessed  neck  of  the  femur  are  rare  at  an  early  age 

the  practice  of  the  Hotel  Dien  during  the  — namely,  the  great  flexibility  of  the  bony 

Sast  winter,  must  be  aware  that  much  ad-  tissue,  in  consequence  of  the  abundance  of 

itionid  light  has  lately  been  thrown  upon  oiganic   matter  in  the  bone.     In  adult 

the  subject     If  you  examine,  said  M.  Do-  age,  fracture  of  the  neck  of  the  femur,  but 

pnytren,  the  age  of  different  individuals  less  so  than  in  infancy,  the  earthy  matters 

who  are  at  this  moment  in  our  wards  with  are  more  abundant  than  at  an  earlier  age; 

fractures  of  this  part,  yon  will  perceire  but  less  so  than  they  subsequently  become. 

that  they  are  all  past  50  years  of  age;  and  The  neck  also  presents  a  different  di<ipo. 

among  those  to  be  hereafter  pointed  out  to  sition :  it  is  larger,  and  the  angle  which  it 

yon,  you  will  remark  that  there  are  no  fonns  with  the  body  is  muefa  more  marked 

children,  and  in  general  renr  few  adults,  than  in  the  child.    There  results  ftom  this 

But  in  both  sexes  yon  will  find  this  acci-  more  projection  of  the  g^at  trochanter,  and 

dent  more  common  after  60  years  of  age.  consequently  more  purchase  for  the  causes 

Nerer  in  any  instance  were  the  predisposing  tending  to  produce  fracture,  to  act  upon, 

and  excitiqg  causes  more  conspicuous  than  This  greater  length  of  the  neck  of  the 

here.    I  have  nerer  seen  fracture  of  the  femur,  however,  and    this  projection  of 

neck  of  the  thigh  in  an  infknt,  and  very  the  trochanter,  vary  further  according  to 

rarely  in  a  voung  person.    Sabatier,  how.  sex  and  indiyidual  peeuliarities.    Women 

ever,  in  his  interesting  memoir  in  the  have  the  neck  of  the  femur  longer,  and 

transactions  of  the  old  Academy  of  Medi-  consequently  a  more  projecting  trochanter, 

cine,  mentions  the  case  of  a  youth  of  Id,  than  men.     The  nearer,  in  tne  male  sex, 
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the  §armm!d0a  approttcliei  to  tluit  proper  patients  whom  we  interrogate  reply  that 

to  the  fimale,  the  more  riek  is  there  in  thev  have  fallen  on  the  great  trochanter^ 

this  fiaotnre.  and  in  Huch  manner  that  they  hare  been  un- 

If  the  xeltef  of  the  mnsclesof  the  hanneh  able  to  protect  themselves  with  the  arm,  as 
in  DBon  prefOBts  an  obetaele  to  the  pro-  is  ttsnfdly  done  instinctively.  Thefreqneaoy 
duction  of  fractnro,  by  diminishing  the  of  this  cause  has  been  reoo^^nized  by  aU 
effect  of  falls  upon  the  great  trochanter,  authors.  Thus  vf  thirty-six  cases  ob- 
the  thickness  of  the  layer  of  fat  in  women  served  by  Desanlt,  twenty-four  were  pro- 
fulfils  the  same  indication:  but  when  duced  by  falls  of  this  kind.  In  infants 
there  is  much  emaciation  present,  women  and  young  persons  who  have  fallen  on 
become  more  liable  than  men  to  the  acei-  this  part,  and  who  have  been  preserved 
dent  Let  us  next  inquire  how  it  happens  from  fracture,  we  meet  with  decollation  of 
that  old  men  aro  so  much  exposed  to  this  the  epiphysis.  Falls  upon  the  trochanter 
kind  of  iiactue.  At  this  period  of  life  are,  however,  (ar  from  beinff  the  sole  cause 
the  pelvis  has  aojiaired  all  its  Ineadth:  of  fracture  of  the  neck  of  the  femur;  I 
the  trochanter  mi^  is  mora  projecting  $  shall  point  out  others  which  play  an  im- 
ihe  aeck  of  the  femur  longer,  and  inclined  portant  part:  but  I  must  first  make  a  re- 
to  a  right  angle.  Besides,  the  skeleton  of  mark  wnich  has  excited  little  attention ; 
theoJa  man  weighs  much  less  than  that  namely,  that  at  the  same  time  the  patients 
of  a  young  adult,  which  depends  npon  6nacture  the  bone  they  bruise  the  external 
the  bones  having  lost  much  of  their  or-  parts.  I  this  morning  examined  a  woman 
ganic  substance, — having  a  greater  quan-  whostuttered,and  answered  badly  the  ques- 
tity  of  earthy  matters,  and  being  thus  also  tions  put  to  her ;  but  on  touching  the  great 
more  friable.  In  aged  women,  while  the  trochanteritgavebermuch  pain,  although 
anatomical  disposition  retains  the  pecu-  the  limb  was  not  moved ;  and  this  led  me 
liarities  formerly  mentioned,  the  friability  to  examine  the  part,  when  I  found  a  large 
18  even  more  marked  than  in  men.  Ac-  ecchymosis  upon  it  This  fact  is  of  some 
cordingly,  at  the  Salpetri^re,  which  is  an  importance  in  directing  us  to  the  part 
asylum  for  old  women,  there  are  more  which  the  patient  has  struck,  when  he  is 
cases  of  this  nature  than  at  the  Bicdtre,  himselfunable  to  give  an  account  of  his  fall, 
which  is  a  receptacle  for  old  men.  These  I  have  said  4hat  other  causes  might 
considerations  are  of  importance  in  refe-  produce  fracture  of  the  neck.  This  is,  in 
rence  to  the  theory  of  fractures.  Thus  in  fact,  what  happens  in  a  fall  on  the  soles 
the  child  the  core* may  be  effected  in  three  of  the  feet,  or  still  more  upon  the  knees ; 
weeks  or  a  month,  while  in  the  adult  it  but  in  both  cases  it  is  necessary  that  the 
will  require  a  much  longer  period;  and  in  muscles  be  stretched  and  inflexible.  Sir 
those  advanced  in  life,  a  hundred,  or  a  Astley  Cooper  has  observed  that  in  London 
hundred  and  twenty  days,  are  required.  fhicture  of  the  neck  of  the  femur  often 

If  we  recapitulate  briefly  what  we  have  arises  from  a  false  step  off  the  edge  of  the 

said    with    respect  to   the   predisposing  pavement.    Under  such  cirenmstances  the 

causes  of  this  fracture,  we  shall  see  that  nead   of  the   femur    impinges    strongly 

shortness  of  the  neck  of  the  femur;  venr  against  the  cotyloid   cavity:    from   this 

oonsiderable  openness  of  the  angle  which  there  results  an  effort  tending  to  diminish 

it  makes  with  the  body ;  deficiency  in  the  the  angle  which  the  neck  makes  with  the  ' 

projection  of  the  great  trochanter ;  flexibi-  body  of  the  femur.    I  have  also  frequently 

lity  of  the  osseous  tissue ;  abundance  of  observed  a  depression  of  the  cotyloid  ea- 

adipose  matter ;  render  it  almost  impossi-  vity  produced  by  the  head  of  the  ihnmr, 

hie  that  fieacture  of  the  neck  of  the  femur  in  consequence  of  a  fall  on  the  feet  or 

should  take  place  in  children.    In  women,  knees. 

the  less  oonsiderable  obliquity  of  the  neck  It  is  not  from  this  cause,  however,  but 

relatively  to  the  axis  of  the  body  of  the  from  a  fall  on  the  haunch,  that  this  acci- 

bone,  the  length  and  prominence  of  the  dent  generally  happens.    In  this  case  tha 

great  trochanter,  explain  the  greater  fre-  neck   is    placed   between    two   opposite 

qnency  of  this  accident  in  them  than  in  forces;  the  head  of  the  bone  being  pressed 

men.    Sir  Astley  Cooper  has  said  that  on  the  one  side  by  the  weight  of  the  body, 

fracture  of  the  neck  of  the  femur  rarely  while  the  gnneat  trochanter  is  opposed  by 

took  place  before  the  age  of  fifty;  but  that  against  which  it  strikes,   and  the 

there  are  many  exceptions  to  this  role,  point  which  most  usually  gives  wa^  is 

There  are  aUo  some  other  particular  cir-  that  immediately  under  the  head  of  the 

cnmstanoes  which  predispose  to  fincture  bone,  at  the  upper  and  internal  part  of  itk 

of  the  neck  of  the  femur — such  as  rachitis  neck. 

and  cancerous  diathesis ;  but  as  these  are  It  has  also  been  thought  that  this  fhic- 

oommott  to  all  parts  of  the  osseous  system,  ture  may  arise  simply  from  a  muscular 

it  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  upon  them  hera  exertion,  and  a  case  is  quoted  in  which 

£idiii^«aaijsi.— What,  then,  are  the  excit-  this  is  said  to  have  taken  place  in  a  negro 

•lag  causes  of  this  fracture  ?    Almost  all  the  affected  with  tetanui. 
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DuifiMiu.— This  fracture  may  likewise  clear  tbat|  the  upper  fragment  remaining 

arile  from  causes  directly  applied.    These  in  its  place,  the  lower  one  is  pushed  up  bj 

are  usually  projectiles— such  as  cannon-  the  weight  of  the  body.     But  a  Tertical 

balls,  several  instances  of  which  I  saw  af-  fall  is  the  least  common  cause  of  fracture 

ter  the  days  of  July.  of  the  neck  of  the  femur;  and  when,  as  is 

The  diagnosis  of  fracture  of  the  neck  of  most  common,  the  blow  is  receiTcd  on  the 

the  thigh-bone  is  not  made  without  diffi-  trochanter,  the  cause  tends  not  to  shorten 

culty.    It  sometimes  happens  that  a  fall  but  to  lengthen  the  limb.     There  exists, 

on  the  haunch,  accompanied  by  bruising  then,  another  cause  of  this  shortening, 

of  the  muscles  and  joints,  imitate  this  which  has  until  now  been  but  little  under- 

fncture,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  stood.      It  depends    upon   the    adductor 

same  cause  may  produce  an  actual  solu.  muscles,  which,  being  designed  to  carnr 

tion  of  continuity,  and  yet  the  patient  be  the  limb  outwards  when  it  has  rotated, 

able  to  run  and  walk.    It  is  thus  that  are  inserted  on  one  side  in  the  ischium, 

persons  have  been  known,  after  they  had  and  on   the  other  tenninate  behind  and 

nactnred  the  neck  of  the  femur,  to   be  along  the  linea  aspera  of  the  femur.    It  is 

able  to  reach  home  without  presenting  any  on  these  that  the  displacement,  and,  in 

shortening :  it  is  thus  that  displacement  of  part  at  least,  the  shortening,  depends, 

the  fragments  does  not  take  place  till  after  When  there  is  displacement,  the  fracture 

some  hours,  or  eren  many  days,  either  in  >>  always  easily  recognized ;    but  when 

consequence  of  some  movement  on  the  this  is  not  the  case,  the  nature  of  the  mis- 

part  cu  the  patient,  or  of  the  examination  chief  maj  be  suspected— without,  however, 

made  with   a  view  of  ascertaining  the  being  placed  beyond  doubt.      I  suppose 

•  nature  of  the  malady.    Before  we  proceed,  that  the  symptoms  are  well  characterised; 

let  us  say  a  few  words  with  regard  to  fhe  that  there  is  shortening,  displacement  of 

cause  of  thb  consecutive  displacement  the  limb  outwards,  and  inability  on  the 

Seetmdary  </tspfar«iii€nr.— Itisknown,  that  part  of  the  patient  to  raise  himself:  it  is 
at  the  first  periodof  its  formation,  the  callus  necessary  then  to  inquire  if  the  limb  pre- 
of  long  bones  often  jrields,  and  produces  de-  serves  this  shortening,  or  may  be  made  to 
formities,  when  a  perfect  cure  has  been  ex-  lose  it  by  extension,  and  if  the  great  tro- 
pected.  Who  has  not  seen  oblique  fractures  chanter  turns  on  the  axis  of  the  femur,  or 
of  the  femur  give  way  under  the  weight  im-  on  the  extremity  of  the  lever. 
posed  upon  It  when  the  patient  began  to  If  the  shortening  is  onlv  some  lines,  it 
walk  again,  at  a  time  when  all  risk  seemed  is  difficult  to  distinguish  it  fhim  tiiat 
to  be  at  an  end?  The  same  thing  happens  in  which  is  produced  by  an  upward  move- 
fractures  of  the  neck  of  the  femur.  At  the  ment  of  the  pelvis,  caused  by  the  con- 
end  of  two  or  three  months  the  provisional  tnsion :  the  diagnosis  becomes  more  evi- 
callus  yields  beneath  the  weight  when  the  dent  if  it  extends  to  half  an  inch  or  more, 
patient  rests  upon  it,  and  shortening  is  the  Displacement,  however,  may  also  depend 
result.  I  have  seen  this  at  the  end  of  two,  on  luxation  of  the  head  of  the  femur,  or 
three,  and  four  months.  It  is  therefore  Qpon  an  ascent  of  the  pelvis.  In  luxation 
necessaiT  that  patients  should  be  con-  forwards,  the  head  of  the  femur  passes  on 
trolled  by  the  proper  apparatus,  during  the  horizontal  branch  of  the  os  pubis— 
100, 120,  or  140  davs,  or  cTcn  more.  then  there  is  shortening ;  but  the  cause  ii 
The  weight  of  the  iimb,  and  still  more  detected  by  the  hard  tumor  which  may  be 
that  of  the  body  on  the  broken  part,  is  to  felt  to  roll  when  the  femur  is  moved.  In 
be  regarded  as  the  great  cause  of  displace,  luxation  into  the  subpubic  region  the 
ment,  whether  primitive  or  consecutive,  member  is  also  turned  outwards,  but  it  is 
But  another  active  power  in  producing  elongated;  and  there  is  in  this  situatioii 
displacement  consists  in  the  prolong*^  ac-  an  enlargement  and  unusual  tension  of  the 
tion  of  the  cause  which  has  given  rise  to  muscles. 

the  fracture.    I\  sometimes  happens  that  In   luxation   upwards   and    outwards, 

it  buries  the  upper  fragment  in  the  thick-  the  head  of  the  femur  is  in  the  external 

ness  of  the  spongy  tissue  of  the  superior  Iliac  fossa:  the  limb  is  shortened,  but  the 

extremity  of  the  lower  fragment,  and  con-  point  of  the  foot  and  the  patella  are  turned 

solidation  takes  place  in  this  situation  inwards,  the  heel  being  thrown  out. 

rather   (|uickly.      Numerous   anatomical  There  is,  finally,  a  luxation  downwards 

8 reparations  in  the  museum  of  the  H6tel  and  backwards,  which  I  have  only  ob. 

^ieu  exhibit  this  phenomenon,  and  suffi-  served  two  or  three  times :  the  limb  is  thon 

ciently  demonstrate  the  reality  of  its  exis-  turned   inwards,  and  sometimes  a  litde 

tence.    Lastly,  there  exists  another  cause  elongated,  and  it  cannot  be  brought  into 

of  displacemcnit  in  fractures  in  the  neck  of  its  ordinary  state  except  br  the  effort  of 

the  femur— namely,  muscular  action.  reduction,  and,  once  reduced,  the  displace. 

The    primitive   symptoms   take   place  ment  does  not  again  recur.    Thus,  the  dis- 

when,  in  a  fall  upon  the  heel  or  the  knee,  tinctive  character  is  as  follows: — shorten- 

the    shortening   and   displacement   take  ing  produced  by  a  fracture  yields  to  the 

place  at  the  moment.    In  this  case  it  is  smallest  effort  at  elongation:  shortening 
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produced  bv  a  dislocatioo  is  more  difficult  coDfinned  him  in  bis  opinion ;    and  the 

to  remore,  bat|  once  reduced,  the  defonnity  English  surgeons  hare  equally  adoptad  die 

disappears.  doctrine  of  their  countryman. 

Let  us  now  inquire  what  are  the  mate-  But  to  the  facts  which  they  adduce  in 

rial   effects  of  these  fractures  upon  the  support  of  this  non.consolidation,  nume. 

bones,  beginning  with  the  glenoid  cavity,  rous  facts  of  an  opposite  nature  may  be 

I  hare  found  this  cavity  driven  in  several  advanced.    A  considerable  number  of  ana- 

times  by  the  head  of  the  femur :  this  acci-  tomical  preparations  show   intra  capsular 

dent  was  produced  by  a  fall  on  the  feet  or  fractures  exceedingly  well   united;    and 

knees.     In  this  case,    the    head  of   the  those  which  exist  in  the  cabinets  of  the 

femur    impinges    with    violence    ag^ainst  faculty  at  Paris,  and  the  school  at  the 

the    bottom    of  the   cavity,  and,   being  Hotel  Dieu,  prove  that  this  consolidation, 

the     more     resistant,    breaks    it.      The  with  or  without  deformity,  is  real     Sir 

most  remarkable  case  which  f  have  ob-  Astley  Cooper  has  probably  only  seen  frac- 

■erred  was  this :  the  bottom  of  the  glenoid  tures  of  the  neck  of  the  femur,  which 

cavity  had  been  driren  in,  and  the  head  of  have  not  been  cured,    which  have  been 

the  femur,  which  remained  entire,   had  treated  ill,  or  not  treated  at  all.    This  is 

passed  completely  into  the  pelvis  ;    the  the  only  way  of  explaining  the  opinion  of 

neck,   which    had  not  experienced    any  the  English  surgeon,  which  is  evidently 

fr^lutionof  continuity,  was  so  firmly  locked  erroneous.    An  examination,  however,  of 

in  this  accidental  opening,  that  it  was  very  these    anatomical    pre])arations,    though 

difficult  in  the  preparation  tu  disengage  it,  eminently  calculateci  to  convince  us  of  the 

and  thus  reduce  this  new  kind  of  diFioca-  reality  of  this  union  of  fracture  within  the 

tion.     In  other  cases,  the  cotyloid  cavity  capsule,  does  not  appear  to  have  produced 

is  broken  without  the  head  of  the  bone  this  effect  on  the  other  English  surgeons 

being  displaced;    but  the  most  common  who  have  visited  our  museum.    Mr.  Cross 

effect  of  the  fracture  is  to  be  seen  at  the  says  he  has  attentively  examined  the  pre- 

Bpper  extremity  ofthe  femur  in  the  radiated  parations  in  the  School  of  Medicine  at 

oomminntion  of  the  head  of  the  bone,  the  Paris,  and  that  none  of  them  appear  to 

neck  remaining  entire.     The  most  com-  him  calculated  to  prove  that  bony  union 

mon  cause  producing  this  accident  is  a  ever  takes  place,  when  the  head  has  been 

gun-shot   wound  acting  directly  on  the  completely  separated  from   the  capsular 

part ;   though  it  also  arises  from  falls  on  ligament     When  one  has  seen  the  prepa- 

the  great  trochanter,  and  even  on  the  soles  rations  at  the  H6tel  Dieu,  which  every  per- 

of  the  teeU  son  may  examine  at  leisure,  if  he  wen 

The  neck,  however,  is  much  more  fre-  denies    the    possibility    of    consolidation 

qnently  the  seat  of  fracture,  because  it  within  the  capsule,  of  a  surety,  I  know  not 

rorms  a  lever.   Its  diminished  size  towards  of  what  nature  the  proofs  would  require  to 

its  middle  part  also  contributes  to  the  be  to  produce  conviction.      For  myself,  I 

production  of  the   fracture.     This  may  regard  this  consolidation  as  demonstrated* 

take    place   (Vom    below    upwards  ;    or  despite  of  what  the  English  surgeons  say. 
from  above  downwards,  depending  upon 

the  manner  in  which  the  faU  occuib;  but  Qftke  indicatimu  of  Cure  in  Fracturet  of  thg 

Qsnaliy  it  is  at  the  base  of  the  neck  that  ^^f^  of  the  Femur. 

the  fracture  takes  place :  there  are,  how-  At  first  sight  one  might  suppose  that  it 

ever,  infinite  varieties  in  this  respect.  was  the  same  in  fractures  of  the  neck  of 

ir  n       ^    ,  n  •  •     ^c:- ^  r-        »  tr-  *^®  thigh-bone  as   in  other  solutions  of 

M.DitpuytrenUOpmwnqfStrAXooper'sViem.  continuity— that  it  was  sufficient  to  le- 

I  request  yon  to  observe,  that  according  place  the  fragments  and  maintain  them  in 

to  the  seat  of  these  fractures  they  are  called  contact    But  how  many  difficulties  pre- 

intrm-capiular,  orextra-capsular;  and  it  is  sent  themselves?    How  are  fractures  of 

a  distinction  which  has  been  much  dwelt  this  kind  to  be  produced  ?    Are  we  to  use 

npon,  because  many  practitioners  think  powerful  extension  and  counter-extension  ? 

that  it  i«  difficult,  or  impossible,  that  the  Certainly  not;  because  we  should  thus  in- 

eonsolidation  of  the  fracture  can  be  ef-  crease  the  tension  of  the  muscles,  which 

ftcted  when  it  has  taken  place  within  the  is  already  very  great.    In  luxations  this 

o^iBule ;  while  they  admit  that  it  is  possi-  may  be  effected  by  diverting  the  attention 

ble,  and  even  easy,  when  it  has  taken  place  of  the  patient,  and  seizing  tbat  moment 

wiUioat   the    capsule.      Astley    Cooper,  to  produce  the  reduction.   But  in  fractures 

whose  authority  is  so  imposing  in  surgery,  this  cannot  be  done,  because  the  attention 

MJ8  expressly,  that  in  all  cases  of  trans-  of  the  patient  is  concentrated  on  the  in- 

yerse  fzaeture  of  the  neck  of  tlie  femur  jury.     Another   method   of  overcoming 

within  the  capsular  ligament,  which  he  muscular  action  is  to  place  the  limb  in  a 

baa  had  occasion  to  examine,  he  has  never  state  of  flexion,  as  recommended  by  Pott 

frnmd  bony  eallus;  and  he  is  persuaded  that  in  fractures  generally.    I  believe  I  am  tJie 

it  is  impoosible;  he  has  also  made  experi-  first  who  applied  these  rules  to  fracture  of 

mcnts  npon  living  animals,  which  have  the  neck  of  the  femur.     I  suppose,  that,  Iq 


106  M.  DUPUYTREN  ON  FRACTURES  OF  THE  NECK  OF  THE  FEMUR. 

DiagnoMM, — This  fracture  may  likewise  clear  that,  the  upper  fragment  remaining 
ariie  from  causes  directly  applied.  These  in  its  place,  the  lower  one  is  pudied  up  by 
are  usually  projectiles— such  as  cannon-  the  weight  of  the  body.  But  a  vertical 
balls,  several  instances  of  which  I  saw  af-  fall  is  the  least  common  cause  of  fracture 
ter  the  days  of  Jnlir.  of  the  neck  of  the  femur;  and  when,  as  is 

The  diagnosis  of  fracture  of  the  neck  of  most  common,  the  blow  is  received  on  the 
the  thigh-bone  is  not  made  without  diffi-  trochanter,  the  cause  tends  not  to  shorten 
culty.  It  sometimes  happens  that  a  fall  but  to  lengthen  the  limb.  There  exists, 
on  Uie  haunch,  accompanied  by  bruising  then,  anoUier  cause  of  this  shortening, 
of  the  muscles  and  joints,  imitate  this  which  has  until  now  been  hot  little  under- 
ftacture,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  stood.  It  depends  upon  the  adductor 
same  cause  may  produce  an  actual  solu.  muscles,  which,  being  designed  to  carnr 
tion  of  continuitT,  and  yet  the  patient  be  the  limb  outwards  when  it  has  rotated, 
able  to  run  and  walk.  It  is  thus  that  are  inserted  on  one  side  in  the  ischium, 
persons  have  been  known,  after  they  had  and  on  the  other  terminate  behind  and 
nactured  the  neck  of  the  femur,  to  be  along  the  linea  aspera  of  the  femur.  It  is 
able  to  reach  home  without  presenting  any  on  these  that  the  displacement,  and,  in 
shortening:  it  is  thus  that  displacement  of  part  at  least,  the  shortening,  depends, 
the  fragments  does  not  take  place  till  alter  When  there  is  displacement,  the  fracture 
some  hours,  or  even  many  days,  either  in  1<  always  easily  recognized  ;  but  when 
consequence  of  some  movement  on  the  this  is  not  the  case,  the  nature  of  the  mis- 
part  of  the  patient,  or  of  the  examination  ehief  may  be  suspected  —without,  however, 
made  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  the  being  placed  beyond  doubt.  I  suppose 
•  nature  of  the  malady.  Before  we  proceed,  that  the  symptoms  are  well  characterized; 
let  us  say  a  few  words  with  regard  to  the  that  there  is  shortening,  displacement  of 
cause  of  this  consecutive  displacement  the  limb  out^nards,  and  inability  on  the 

Secondary  duptacement.—li Wknown,  that  part  of  the  patient  to  raise  himself:  it  is 
at  the  first  periodof  its  formation,  the  callus  necessary  then  to  inquire  if  the  limb  pre- 
of  long  bones  often  yields,  and  produces  de-  serves  tus  shortening,  or  may  be  made  to 
formities,  when  a  perfect  cure  has  been  ex-  lose  it  by  extension,  and  if  the  great  tro- 
pected.  Who  has  not  seen  oblique  fractures  chanter  turns  on  the  axis  of  the  femur,  or 
of  the  femur  give  way  under  the  weight  im-  on  the  extremity  of  the  lever, 
posed  upon  it  when  the  patient  b^an  to  If  the  shortening  is  onlv  some  lines,  it 
walk  again,  at  a  time  when  all  risk  seemed  i>  difficult  to  distinguish  it  from  that 
to  be  at  an  end?  The  same  thing  happens  in  which  is  produced  by  an  upward  move, 
fracturesofthe  neck  of  the  femur.  At  the  ment  of  the  pelvis,  caused  by  the  con- 
end  of  two  or  three  months  the  provisional  tusion :  the  diagnosis  becomes  more  evi- 
callus  yields  beneath  the  weight  when  the  dent  if  it  extends  to  half  an  inch  or  more, 
patient  rests  upon  it,  and  shortening  is  the  Displacement,  however,  may  also  depend 
result.  I  have  seen  this  at  the  end  of  two,  on  luxation  of  the  head  of  the  femur,  or 
three,  and  four  months.  It  is  therdbre  upon  an  ascent  of  the  pelvis.  In  luxation 
necessarv  that  patients  should  be  con-  forwards,  the  head  of  the  femur  passes  on 
trolled  by  the  proper  apparatus,  during  the  horizontal  branch  of  the  os  pubis— 
100, 120,  or  140  davs,  or  even  more.  then  there  is  shortening ;  but  the  cause  it 

The  wei^t  of  the  limb,  and  still  more  detected  by  the  hard  tumor  wkich  may  be 
that  of  the  body  on  the  broken  part,  is  to  felt  to  roll  when  the  femur  is  moved.  In 
be  regarded  as  the  great  cause  of  displace-  luxation  into  the  sub^pubic  region  the 
ment.  whether  primitive  or  consecutive,  member  is  also  turned  outwards,  but  it  is 
But  another  active  power  in  producing  elongated;  and  there  is  in  this  situation 
displacement  consists  in  the  prolonged  ac  an  enlargement  and  unusual  tension  of  the 
tion  of  the  cause  which  has  given  rise  to    muscles. 

the  fracture.  I^  sometimes  happens  that  In  luxation  upwards  and  outwards, 
it  buries  the  upper  fragment  in  the  thick-  the  head  of  the  femur  is  in  the  external 
ness  of  the  sponsy  tissue  of  the  superior  Iliac  fossa:  the  limb  is  shortened,  but  the 
extremity  of  the  tower  fragment,  and  con-  point  of  the  foot  and  the  patella  are  turned 
solidation  takes  place  in  this  situation  inwards,  the  heel  being  thrown  out 
rather  quickly.  Numerous  anatomical  Thero  is,  finally,  a  luxation  downwards 
preparations  in  the  museum  of  the  H6tel  and  backwards,  which  I  have  only  ob- 
Dieu  exhibit  this  phenomenon,  and  suffi-  served  two  or  three  times  t  the  limb  is  then 
eiently  demonstrate  the  reality  of  its  exis-  turned  inwards,  and  sometimes  a  little 
tence.  Lastly,  thero  exists  another  cause  elongated,  and  it  cannot  be  brought  into 
of  displaceDMnt  in  fractures  in  the  neck  of  its  ordinary  state  except  by  the  effort  of 
the  femur^namely,  muscular  action.  reduction,  and,  once  reduced,  the  displace. 

The  primitive  symptoms  take  place  roent  does  not  again  recur.  Thus,  the  die- 
when,  in  a  fall  upon  the  heel  or  the  anee,  tinctive  character  Is  as  follows  ^— shorten- 
the  shortening  and  displacement  take  ing  produced  by  a  fracture  yields  to  the 
place  at  the  moment     In  thif  case  it  is    smallest  effort  at  elongation:  shortening 
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produced  bv  a  dlBlocation  is  more  difficult  confinned  him  in  his  opinion ;    and  the 

to  remove,  but,  once  reduced,  the  deformity  English  surgeons  ha?e  equally  adopted  the 

disappears.  doctrine  of  uieir  countryman. 

Let  US  now  inquire  what  are  the  mate.  But  to  the  facts  which  they  adduce  in 
rial  effects  of  these  fractures  upon  the  support  of  this  non.consolidation,  nume. 
bones,  beginning  with  the  glenoid  cavity,  rous  facts  of  an  opposite  nature  may  be 
I  hare  found  this  cavity  driven  in  several  advanced.  A  considerable  number  of  ana- 
times  by  the  head  of  the  femur :  this  acci-  tomical  preparations  show  intra  capsular 
deot  was  produced  by  a  fall  on  the  feet  or  fractures  exceedingly  well  united;  and 
knees.  In  this  case,  the  head  of  the  those  which  exist  in  the  cabinets  of  the 
femur  impinges  with  violence  against  faculty  at  Paris,  and  the  school  at  the 
the  bottom  of  the  cavity,  and,  being  Hotel  Dieu,  prove  that  this  consolidation, 
the  more  resistant,  breaks  it.  The  with  or  without  deformity,  is  reaL  Sir 
most  remarkable  case  which  f  have  ob-  Astley  Cooper  has  probably  only  seen  frac- 
served  was  this :  tlie  bottom  of  the  glenoid  tures  of  the  neck  of  the  femur,  which 
cavity  had  been  driven  in,  and  the  bead  of  have  not  been  cured,  which  have  been 
the  femur,  which  remained  entire,  had  treated  ill,  or  not  treated  at  all.  This  is 
passed  completely  into  the  pelvis  ;  the  the  only  way  of  explaining  the  opinion  of 
neck,  which  had  not  experienced  any  the  English  surgeon,  which  is  evidently 
fitilution  of  continuity,  was  so  firmly  locked  erroneous.  An  examination,  however,  of 
in  this  accidental  opening,  that  it  was  very  these  anatomical  pre]>arations,  thouffh 
d'lfficolt  in  the  preparation  to  disengage  it,  eminently  calculated  to  convince  us  of  tne 
and  thus  reduce  this  new  kind  of  disloca-  reality  of  this  union  of  fracture  within  the 
tion.  In  other  cases,  the  cotyloid  cavity  capsule,  does  not  appear  to  have  produced 
is  broken  without  the  head  of  the  bone  this  effect  on  the  other  English  surgeons 
being  displaced ;  but  the  most  common  who  have  visited  our  museum.  Mr.  Cross 
effect  of  the  fracture  is  to  be  seen  at  the  says  he  has  attentively  examined  the  pre- 
apper  extremity  ofthe  femur  in  the  radiated  parations  in  the  School  of  Medicine  at 
oomminution  of  the  head  of  the  bone,  the  Paris,  and  that  none  of  them  appear  to 
neck  remaining  entire.  The  most  com.  him  calculated  to  prove  that  bony  union 
mon  cause  producing  this  accident  is  a  ever  takes  place,  when  the  head  has  been 
gon-sbot  wound  acting  directly  on  the  completely  separated  from  the  capsular 
part;  thongh  it  also  arises  from  falls  on  ligament  When  one  has  seen  the  piepa- 
the  great  trochanter,  and  even  on  the  soles  rations  at  the  Hdtel  Dieu, which  every  per- 
ofthefeet^  son  may  examine  at  leisure,  if  he  tnen 

llie  neck,  however,  is  much  more  fre-  denies    the    possibility    of    consolidation 

quently  the  seat  of  fracture,  because  it  within  the  capsule,  of  a  surety,  I  know  not 

&rms  a  lever.   Its  diminished  size  towards  of  what  nature  the  proofs  would  require  to 

its  middle  part  also  contributes  to  the  be  to  produce  conviction.     For  myself,  I 

production  of  the   fracture.     This  may  regard  this  consolidation  as  demonstrated, 

take    place    (Vom    below    upwards  ;    or  despite  of  what  the  English  surgeons  say. 
ftom  above  downwards,  depending  upon 

tbe  manner  in  which  the  fall  occurs;  but  Qr '^«  indicatiom  of  Cure  in  Fractures  of  the 

wmally  it  is  at  the  base  of  the  neck  that  Neck  of  the  Femur, 

tbe  (Vacture  takes  place :  there  are,  how.  At  first  sight  one  might  suppose  that  it 

ewer,  infinite  varieties  in  this  respect.  was  the  same  in  fractures  of  the  ne^  of 

.,  -,                 _  .  .      ^^.   ^  _          _.  the  Uiigh-bone  as   in  other  solutions  of 

M.Dujni^tren*tOpmumofSa-A.CooperUVtew$.  continuity— that  it  was  sufficient  to  re- 

I  request  yon  to  observe,  that  according  place  the  fragments  and  maintain  them  in 

to  tbe  seat  of  these  fractures  they  are  called  contact    But  how  many  difficulties  pre. 

intra-capsular,  or  extra-capsular ;  and  it  is  sent  themselves  ?    How  are  fractures  of 

m  distinction  which  has  been  much  dwelt  this  kind  to  be  produced  ?    Are  we  to  use 

iipon,  because  many  practitioners  think  powerful  extension  and  counter-extension  ? 

mat  it  it  difficult,  or  impossible,  that  the  Certainly  not;  because  we  should  thus  in. 

eontolidation  of  the  fracture  can  be  ef.  crease  the  tension  of  the  muscles,  which 

fected  when  it  has  taken  place  within  the  is  already  very  great    In  luxations  this 

capsule ;  while  they  admit  that  it  is  possi-  may  be  effected  by  diverting  the  attention 

ble,  and  even  easy,  when  it  has  taken  place  of  the  patient,  and  seizing  fhtX  moment 

wiUiont   the    capsule.      Astley    Cooper,  to  produce  the  reduction.   But  in  fractures 

whose  authority  is  so  imposing  in  surgery,  this  cannot  be  done,  because  the  attention 

aftys  expressly,  that  in  all  cases  of  trans,  of  the  patient  is  concentrated  on  the  in- 

vene  fraetnre  of  the  neck  of  tlie  femur  jury.     Another   method   of  overcoming 

within  the  capsular  ligament,  which  he  muscuUx  action  is  to  place  the  limb  in  a 

ba*  had  occasion  to  examine,  he  has  never  state  of  flexion,  as  recommended  by  Pott 

found  bony  callus;  and  he  is  persuaded  that  in  fractures  generally.    I  believe  I  am  the 

H  is  impossible;  he  has  also  made  experi.  first  who  applied  these  rules  to  fracture  of 

neats  upon  living  animals,  which  nave  the  neck  of  the  femur.    I  suppose,  that,  in 
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DiarnAfif.— This  fracture  may  likewige  clear  that,  the  upper  fragment  remaining 

arite  ttom  causes  directly  applied.    These  in  its  place,  the  lower  one  is  pushed  up  by 

are  usually  projectiles — sucn  as  cannon-  the  weight  of  the  body.     But  a  rertical 

balls,  several  instances  of  which  I  saw  af-  fall  is  the  least  common  cause  of  fracture 

ter  the  days  of  July*  of  the  neck  of  the  femur;  and  when,  as  is 

The  diagnosis  of  fracture  of  the  neck  of  most  common,  the  blow  is  receiyed  on  the 

the  thigh-bone  is  not  made  without  diffi-  trochanter,  the  cause  tends  not  to  shorten 

culty.    It  sometimes  happens  that  a  fall  but  to  lengthen  the  limb.     There  exists, 

on  the  haunch,  accompanied  by  bruising  then,  anotner  cause  of  this  shortening, 

of  the  muscles  and  joints,  imitate  this  which  has  until  now  been  bat  little  under- 

fracture,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  stood.      It  depends   upon   the   adductor 

same  cause  may  produce  an  actual  solu.  muscles,  which,  being  designed  to  carry 

tion  of  continuity,  and  yet  the  patient  be  the  limb  outwards  when  it  has  rotated, 

able  to  run  and  walk.    It  is  thus  that  are  inserted  on  one  side  in  the  ischium, 

persons  have  been  known,  after  they  had  and  on   the  other  terminate  behind  and 

fVactured  the  neck  of  the  femur,  to   be  along  the  linea  aspera  of  the  femur.    It  is 

able  to  reach  home  without  presenting  any  on  these  that  the  displacement,  and,  in 

diortening:  it  is  thus  that  displacement  of  part  at  least,  the  shortening,  depends, 

the  fragments  does  not  take  place  till  after  When  there  is  displacement,  the  fracture 

some  hours,  or  even  many  days,  either  in  is  always  easily  recognized;    but  when 

consequence  of  some  movement  on  the  this  is  not  the  case,  the  nature  of  the  mis. 

part  <»  the  patient,  or  of  the  examination  chief  may  be  suspected— without,  however, 

made  with   a  yiew  of  ascertaining  the  being  placed  beyond  doubt.      I  suppose 

nature  of  the  malady.    Before  we  proceed,  that  the  symptoms  are  well  characterized; 

let  us  say  a  few  words  with  regard  to  the  that  there  is  shortening,  displacement  of 

cause  of  this  consecutive  displacement  the  limb  outwards,  and  inability  on  the 

Secondary  dhplacement, —His known,  that  part  of  the  patient  to  raise  himself:  it  is 

at  the  first  periodof  its  formation,  the  callus  necessary  then  to  inquire  if  the  limb  pre- 

of  long  bones  often  yields,  and  produces  de-  serves  this  shortening,  or  may  be  made  to 

formities,  when  a  perfect  cure  has  been  ex-  lose  it  by  extension,  and  if  the  great  tro- 

pected.  Who  has  not  seen  oblique  fractures  chanter  turns  on  the  axis  of  the  femur,  or 

of  the  femur  give  way  under  the  weight  im-  on  the  extremity  of  the  lever, 

posed  upon  it  when  the  patient  began  to  If  the  shortening  is  only  some  lines,  it 

walk  again,  at  a  time  when  all  risk  seemed  is   difficult  to  distinguish  it   from  that 

to  be  at  an  end?  The  same  thing  happens  in  which  is  produced  by  an  upward  move- 

fracturesofthe  neck  of  the  femur.    At  the  ment  of  the  pelvis,  caused  by  the  con- 

eod  of  two  or  three  months  the  provisional  tusion :  the  diagnosis  becomes  more  evi- 

callus  yields  beneath  the  weight  when  the  dent  if  it  extends  to  half  an  inch  or  more, 

patient  rests  upon  it,  and  shortening  is  the  Displacement,  however,  may  also  depend 

result.    I  have  seen  this  at  the  end  of  two,  on  luxation  of  the  head  of  the  femur,  or 

three,  and  four  months.    It  is  therefore  upon  an  ascent  of  the  pelvis.    In  luxation 

necessary  that   patients  should  be  con-  forwards,  the  head  of  the  femur  passes  on 

trolled  by  the  proper  apparatus,  during  the  horizontal  branch  of  the  os  pubis—- 

100, 120,  or  140  davs,  or  even  more.  then  there  is  shortening ;  but  the  cause  ii 

The  weight  of  the  limb,  and  still  more  detected  by  the  hard  tumor  which  may  be 

that  of  the  body  on  the  broken  part,  is  to  felt  to  roll  when  the  femur  is  moved.    In 

be  regarded  as  the  g^reat  cause  of  displace,  luxation  into  the  sulnpubic   region   the 

ment,  whether  primitive  or  consecutive,  member  is  also  turned  outwards,  but  it  is 

But  another  active  power  in  producing  elongated;  and  there  is  in  this  situation 

displacement  consists  in  the  prolonged  ac-  an  enlargement  and  unusual  tension  of  the 

tion  of  the  cause  which  has  given  rise  to  muscles. 

the  fracture.    I\  sometimes  happens  that  In   luxation   upwards   and   outwards, 

it  buries  the  upper  fragment  in  the  thick-  the  head  of  the  femur  is  in  the  external 

ness  of  the  spongy  tissue  of  the  superior  iliac  fossa :  the  limb  is  shortened,  but  the 

extremity  of  the  lower  fragment,  and  con.  point  of  the  foot  and  the  patella  are  turned 

solidation  takes  place  in  this  situation  inwards,  the  heel  being  thrown  out 

rather    quickly.     Numerous   anatomical  There  is,  finally,  a  luxation  downwards 

preparations  in  the  museum  of  the  H6tel  and  backwards,  which  I  have  only  ob. 

Bieu  exhibit  this  phenomenon,  and  suffi.  served  two  or  three  times :  the  limb  is  then 

ciently  demonstrate  the  reality  of  its  exis-  turned   inwards,  and  sometimes  a  little 

tence.     Lastly,  there  exists  another  cause  elongated,  and  it  cannot  be  brought  into 

of  displacement  in  fractures  in  the  neck  of  its  ordinary  state  except  by  the  effort  of 

the  femur—* namely,  muscular  action.  reduction,  and,  once  reduced,  the  displaoe- 

The   primitive   symptoms   take  place  ment  does  not  again  recur.    Thus,  the  die- 

when,  in  a  fall  upon  the  heel  or  the  anee,  tinctive  character  is  as  follows  :•— shorten- 

the    shortening   and    displacement   take  ing  produced  bv  a  fracture  yields  to  the 

place  at  the  moment.     In  this  case  it  is  smallest  effort  at  elongation :  shortening 
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produced  bv  a  dislocatioD  is  more  difficult  confirmed  him  in  hit  opinion ;   and  the 

to  remove,  but,  once  reduced,  the  defonnity  English  surgeons  ha?e  equally  adopted  the 

disappears.  doctrine  of  Oielr  countryman. 

Let  as  now  inquire  vrhat  are  the  mate.  But  to  the  facts  which  they  adduce  in 

rial   effects  of  these  fractures  upon   the  support  of  this  non.consolidation,  nume. 

bones,  beginning  with  the  glenoid  cavity,  rous  facts  of  an  opposite  nature  may  be 

I  hare  found  this  cavity  driven  in  several  advanced.    A  considerable  number  of  ana- 

times  by  the  bead  of  the  femur :  this  acci-  tomical  preparations  show   intra  capsular 

dent  was  produced  by  a  fall  on  the  feet  or  fractures  exceedingly  well   united;    and 

knees.     In  this  case,    the    head  of   the  those  which  exist  in  the  cabinets  of  the 

femur    impinges    with    violence    against  faculty  at  Paris,  and  the  school  at  the 

the    bottom    of  the   cavity,  and,  being  Hdtel  Dleu,  prove  that  this  consolidation, 

the     more     resistant,    breaks    it.      The  with  or  without  deformity,  is  real.     Sir 

most  remarkable  case  which  f  have  ob-  Astley  Cooper  has  probably  only  seen  frac' 

served  was  this :  the  bottom  of  the  glenoid  tures  of  the  neck  of   the  femur,  which 

cavitv  had  been  driven  in,  and  the  bead  of  have  not  been  cured,    which  have  been 

the  femur,  which  remained  entire,   had  treated  ill,  or  not  treated  at  all.    This  is 

passed  completely  into  the  pelvis  ;    tlie  the  only  way  of  explaining  the  opinion  of 

neck,   which    had  not  experienced    any  the  English  surgeon,  which  is  evidently 

Siilntionof  continuity,  was  so  firmly  locked  erroneous.    An  examination,  however,  of 

in  this  accidental  opening,  that  it  was  very  these    anatomical    preparations,    though 

difficult  in  the  preparation  to  disengage  it,  eminently  calculated  to  convince  us  of  the 

and  thus  reduce  this  new  kind  of  diFloca-  reality  of  this  union  of  fracture  within  the 

tion.     In  other  cases,  the  cotyloid  cavity  capsule,  does  not  appear  to  have  produced 

is  broken  without  the  head  of  the  bone  this  effect  on  the  other  English  surgeons 

being  displaced ;    but  the  most  common  who  have  visited  our  museum.    Mr.  Cross 

effect  of  the  fracture  is  to  be  seen  at  the  says  he  has  attentively  examined  the  pre- 

upper  extremity  ofthe  femur  in  the  radiated  parations  in   the  School  of  Medicine  at 

comminution  of  the  head  of  the  bone,  the  Paris,  and  that  none  of  them  appear  to 

neck  remaining  entire.     The  most  com-  him  calculated  to  prove  that  bony  union 

mon  cause  producing  this  accident  is  a  ever  takes  place,  when  the  head  has  been 

gnn-shot    wound  acting  directly  on  the  completely  separated  from   the  capsular 

part ;  though  it  also  arises  from  falls  on  ligament     When  one  has  seen  the  piepa- 

the  great  trochanter,  and  even  on  the  soles  rations  at  the  Ildtel  Dieu,  which  every  per- 

of  the  feet.  son  may  examine  at  leisure,  if  he  then 

The  neck,  however,  is  much  more  fre-  denies    the    possibility    of    consolidation 

qnently  the  seat  of  fracture,  because  it  within  the  capsule,  of  a  surety,  I  know  not 

rorms  a  lever.   Its  diminished  size  towards  of  what  nature  the  proofs  would  require  to 

its  middle  part  also  contributes  to  the  be  to  produce  conviction.      For  myself,  I 

production  of  the   fracture.     This  may  regard  this  consolidation  as  demonstrated, 

take    place   from    below    upwards  ;    or  despite  of  what  the  English  surgeons  say. 
firom  above  downwards,  depending  upon 

the  manner  in  which  the  fall  occuib;  but  Qr '*«  indicaiiom  of  Cure  in  Fractures  of  the 

usually  it  is  at  the  base  of  the  neck  that  ^«c^  of  the  Femur, 

the  fracture  takes  place :  there  are,  how.  At  first  sight  one  might  suppose  that  it 

ever,  infinite  varieties  in  this  respect.  was  the  same  in  fractures  of  the  neck  of 

the  thigh-bone  as   in  other  solutions  of 

M.Dupuytren*tOpmumofSirA,CooperUView$.  continuity— that  it  was  sufficient  to  re- 

I  request  yon  to  observe,  that  according  place  the  fhigments  and  maintain  them  in 

to  the  seat  of  these  fractures  they  are  called  contact    But  how  many  difficulties  pre. 

intracapsular,  or  extra-capsular ;  and  it  is  sent  themselves?    How  are  fractures  of 

a  distinction  which  has  been  much  dwelt  this  kind  to  be  produced  ?    Are  we  to  use 

npon,  because  many  practitioners  think  powerful  extension  and  counter-extension  ? 

uat  it  is  difficult,  or  impossible,  that  the  Certainly  not;  because  we  should  thus  in. 

consolidation  of  the  fracture  can  be  ef-  crease  the  tension  of  the  muscles,  which 

fected  when  it  has  taken  place  within  the  is  already  very  great.    In  luxations  this 

capsule ;  while  they  admit  that  it  is  possi.  may  be  effected  by  diverting  the  attention 

ble,  and  even  easy,  when  it  has  taken  place  of  the  patient,  and  seizing  tiiat  moment 

without   the    capsule.      Astley    Cooper,  to  produce  the  reduction.   But  in  fractures 

whose  authority  is  so  imposing  in  surgery,  this  cannot  be  done,  because  the  attention 

■ays  expressly,  that  in  all  cases  of  trans,  of  the  patient  is  concentrated  on  the  in- 

▼erse  fracture  of  the  neck  of  tlie  femur  jury.     Another   method   of  overcoming 

vrithin  the  capsular  ligament,  which  he  muscular  action  is  to  place  the  limb  in  a 

hat  had  occasion  to  examine,  he  has  never  state  of  flexion,  as  recommended  by  Pott 

foand  bony  callus;  and  he  is  persuaded  that  in  fractures  generally.    I  believe  I  am  the 

it  is  impossible;  he  has  also  made  experi.  first  who  applied  these  rules  to  fracture  of 

meats  npon  living  animals,  which  nave  the  neck  of  the  femur.    I  suppose,  that,  in 
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a  case  of  this  kind,  extension  and  connter-  foot,  on  account  of  the  violent  straining  of 
extension  ha^e  heen  used :  it  is  evident  that,  the  patient,  I  hooked  my  finger  into  the 
if  the  limb  be  placed  in  a  state  of  flexion,  bena  of  a  knee,  and  brought  it,  and  then 
no  difficulty  is  experienced  in  oyerooming  the  foot,  into  the  vagina.  The  hand  of 
the  displacement  as  to  length  and  turning,  the  prolapsed  arm,  wnich  had  gradually 
But  how  are  the  fragments  to  be  kept  in  descended  between  the  labia,  now  went  up 
contact  ?  I  suppose  that  the  fracture  of  of  itself,  and  the  child  was  turned  without 
the  neck  of  the  femur  is  transverse,  and  peculiar  difficulty.  The  cord,  which  I  had 
that  this  part  is  divided  into  two  halves;  felt  from  the  first,  had  no  pulsation;  the 
it  mav  then  easily  be  n^nced;  but  the  child  was  delivered  with  much  ease.  A 
dSflcolty  ia  to  aniiilBiB  it  so,  taRaoaa  tfw  dna  of  emt  was  j^ven,  but  little  uterine 
ftagment9  are  not  placed  fronting  each  aetioii  Iblmwud.  Ii— lonfaago  appeared, 
other.  Suppose,  now,  that  the  fracture  is  and  the  cord  being  eztremriy  wteak,  I  was 
oblique;  ir  the  patient  attempts  to  walk  obliged  to  pass  up  my  hand  and  bringaway 
the  lower  fragment  impinges  slightly  upon  the  placenta.  She  fi«tted  very  much  about 
the  upper  one:  this  fragment,  then,  will  her  child;  and  to  this  I  in  great  measure 
offer  some  obstacle  to  its  displacement ;  so  attribute  the  repeated  and  profuse  flood- 
that  this  is  less  easy  than  in  a  perpendi-  ings  which  followed.  Cold  was  applied 
enlar fracture.  externally  and  internally;  water  was 
The  general  indication,  then,  is  to  re-  poured  from  a  height  upon  the  abdomen, 
duce  the  fragments,  and  keep  them  in  and  constant  ciicnlar  friction  employed, 
contact ;  and  the  principle  established  by  The    uterus  became  firm,  but  still  she 


muscles  from 
obtain  consolidation 
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ploy  at  least  twice  as  long  a  time  as  in  ing  a  permanent  contraction.  She  re- 
fractures  of  the  body  of  the  bone ;  while  it  covered  without  interruption." 
is  necessary  to  add  twenty,  thirty,  or  forty  In  a  lecture  of  mine  upon  this  subject, 
days  more,  in  order  to  obviate  the  risk  of  dis.  which  was  published  in  the  Oazette  (Dec. 
placement  occurring  when  the  patient  be-  22d,  1832),  an  unusual  quantity  of  liquor 
gins  to  walk.  If  this  treatment  be  pur-  amnii  was  there  mentioned  as  a  cause  of 
sued,  I  venture  to  assert,  that  secondary  faulty  position  of  the  child;  for  from  be- 
displacement  scarcely  ever  occurs, — that,  ing  over  distended,  the  uterus  cannot  give 
when  it  does  happen,  it  is  extremely  that  direction  to  the  child's  body  which  it 
sliffbt  otherwise  would  do.  For  a  further  consi- 
The  best  method  of  eflTecting  reduction  deration  of  this  subject,  I  must  refer  to  the 
of  fractures  in  general,  and  Uiat  of  the  above-mentioned  number  of  the  Gazette, 
neck  of  the  femur  in  particular,  is  to  di.  This  case,  moreover,  illustrates  the  neces- 
minish  the  resistance  of  the  muscles,  by  sity  there  is  of  being  able  to  distinguish 
placing  them  in  a  state  of  relaxation  or  the  different  parts  of  the  child  by  the 
demi-flexion,  as  you  see  us  do  every  day,  in  touch.  If  I  had  satisfied  myself  that  what 
the  following  manner:  —The  patient  being  I  felt  was  a  knee,  I  should  have  allowed 
laid  on  his  back,  and  his  pelvis  fixed  by  the' labour  to  take  Its  natural  course;  but 
means  of  assistants,  the  thigh  is  bent  on  being  convinced  that  it  was  an  elbow,  I 
the  abdomen,  by  raising  it,  and  making  had  no  choice  but  of  passing  my  hand  into 


wut:n,  wiiuuai  aimciuiy  nna  wiiuoui  cnon,  ucw-uuru  cuuu  aj  meiuis  oi  ine  loucn,  is  a 

the  limb  resumes  its  ordinary  lengtii,  and  practice  which  cannot  be  too  much  re- 

the  foot  its  natural  direction.  commended  to  the  younger  members  of  our 

^  profession,  as  the  experience  it  gives  in 

cases  of  this  sort  is  of  the  utmost  vadue.  An 

MIDWIFERY  HOSPITA  L  RE  PORTS,  elbow  is  easily  distinguished  from  a  knee, 

GENBaxL  lYiNO-iN  HOSPITAL.  ^^^  having  a  small  prominence  (the  olecra- 

....^  non)  m  the  middle ;  whereas  in  a  knee  there 

DiiifAeM  /Wm  F.»uh«  P«w#im.  are  two  prominences  (the  condyles),  with  a 

UiftUeeafnm  FuuUy  Famtum.  depression  between  them.     Another  im- 

Or  dystocea  from  faulty  position  of  the  portant  practical  point  is  illustrated  in 

child,  there  have  been  two  cases,  each  of  this  case,  viz.  that  we  should  never  at- 

whlch  possessing  considerable  interes^t.  tempt  to  push  back  the  arm  before  at- 

Case  I.-^*  Angust  14th,  1833,  Elizabeth  tempting  to  torn.    The  moment  we  bring 

Cro88,et31,deliveredofagirl;  fintchild.  down  the  feet,  it  willretum  of  itself ;  and 

Pains  came  on  in  the    morning;    large  the  presence  of  the  arm  in  the  vagina  is  no 

quantity  of  liquor    amnii:    membranes  great  obstacle.     It  was  La  Motte  who  had 

broke  at  7  p.m.;  an  elbow  descended  into  the  merit  of  first  pointing  this  out.  In  the 

the  vagina.    I  introduced  my  hand  into  present  case  I  brought  down  but  one  foot, 

the  uterus,  but  not  being  able  to  reach  a  which,  although  it  is  a  practice  recom- 
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■Mnded  by  Portal,  Oifford,  and  others,  I  duced  one  blade,  but  the  violence  of  the 

cannot  advocate,  whenerer  both  feet  can  pains  prevented  the  second  from  being  in- 

be  icafdied  with  tolerable  ease.     Boer,  La  trodnoed.    As  the  head  did  not  advance,  I 

Cbapelle,  and  Naegele,  say  the  same;  and  began  to  fear  that  vrith  such  pains  the 

these  are  by  &r  the    most  experienced  ntenis  would  mptnre.     I  had  even  intro- 

names  in  midwifeiy  upon  the  continent  in  duced  my  finger,  for  the  purpose  of  passing 

modem  times.    It  has  been  considered  by  up  the  perforator,  when  a  cessation  of  the 

some    practitioners    as   advantageous    to  pains    shewed  me  that  there  was  room 

bring  aown  but  one  leg  of  the  cbQd,as  the  enough  for  the  forceps  to  pass  on  each  side 

other  is  thus  turned  upon  the  abdomen,  (transverse  diameter.)      I  introduced  the 

In  this  manner  it  resembles  more  nearly  a  first  blade,  and,  waiting  for  an  intervil  of 

presentation  of  the  nates;  and  is  not  only  pain,  I  succeeded,  without  maeh  diikiilty, 

supposed  to  protect  the  conl  as  it  lies  in  pasting  the  seeond.    The  foveeps  locked 

along  the  child's  body,  but,  by  rendering  imaMdlately,being  in  complete  opposition; 

the  labour  more  gradual  and  slow,  the  nte.  and  the  first  extracting  effort  convinced  me 

ms  is  not  so  saddraly  emptied;  and  we  that  the  head  had  passed  the  obstruction. 

aie  mam  likely  to  avoid  that  state  of  Tbt^  pains  now  forced  it  down  very  rapidly; 

laertfa  which  hot  too  frequently  comes  on  and  In  less  than  two  minutes  the  head  was 

at  the  moBient  of  greatest  danger  to  the  bom,  shewing  a  very  deep  indentation  over 

dbild,  viz.  when  the  head  is  beginning  to  the  anterior  fontanelle,  which  I  can  ac- 

enter  the  pelvis.    Nates  presentations  are  count  for  from  having  felt  the  posterior 

decidedly  more  favourable  than  those  of  fontanelle  nearly  the  most  depending  part 

the  feet;  and  this  is,  I  apprehend,  entirely  of  the  head.    The  child  was  alive ;  and  I 

owing  to  the  child  producing  much  more  now  compelled  the  shoulders  and  rest  of 

resistance  than  where  the  feet  present,  the  body  to  come  slowly  through  the  ex. 

Still,  however,  in  cases  where  turning  is  temal  openinff.     The  hand  (right)  was 

by  any  circumstances  rendered  at  all  (iiffi-  bom  with  the  head,  and  the  shoulderB  and 

calt,  I  should  not  feel  satisfied  in  merely  xest  of  the  trunk  gradually  followed.     It 

bringing  down  one  foot,  if  any  constdera-  breathed  feebly  at  first,  but  being  put  into 

ble  extractive  force  be  required.     We  run  a  warm  bath  liefore  tying  the  cord,  it 

a  serious  risk  of  injuring  the  child's  pelvis,  recovered  quickly." 

either  at  the  acetabulum  or  sacro-iliac  Another  case  of  a  similar  presentation 

svnchondrosis  of  that  side.    The  hips  of  occurred  in  the  hospital,  where  the  arm 

the  child  also  do  not  so  readily  engage  in  was  bent  completely  over  the  head,  the 

the  pelvis,  when  extracted  by  one  leg,  as  fingers  reaching  the  ear  of  the  opposite 

when  both  are  brought  down.  side.    The  child  was,  however,  premature, 

Cask  IL— Theothercaseof  dystocea  from  and  therefore  the  case  not  so  interesting  as 

faulty  position  of  the  child,  viz.  where  the  it  otherwise  would  have  been, 

head  and  arm  presented,  is  one  which  occurs  ^            -       /.    .            .       /.        . 

Tcry  rarely.     It  is  not  uncommon  to  feel  Dy$toceafrvm  faulty  siu,  ^c.  oftht  child.. 

the  fingers  at  the  side  of  the  head ;  but  as  The  following  case  does  not  belong  so 

it  descends  into  the  pelvis  they  slip  up,  and  much  to  dystocea  pelvica  as  to  dystoceafrom 

nothing  more  is  felt  of  them ;  nor  do  they  faulty  tiu  and  form  of  th«  cft</(/,*(Naegele'8 

kt  all  retard  the  labour.    In  the  following  second  species),  for  t  could  not  satisfy  my- 

case,  however,  it  was  very  different  self  that  her  pelvis  was  unusually  narrow, 

" Dixon,  ast  about  35,  out-patient,  or  in  any  way  deformed. 

dd  June,  1833,  mother  of  a  large  family.  Case  IlI.>-*<Nov.l9th,  1833.— Elizabeth 
Actual  labour  pains  did  not  come  on  till  Barron,  set  33,  delivered  of  a  girl,  eighth 
early  this  morning,  when  the  membranes  child,  seeond  position.  Pains  came  on  the 
raptured,  and  the  midwife  found  the  hand  day  before ;  but  not  having  any  effect  upon 
presenting  with  the  heacf.  The  pains  the  os  uteri,  an  opiate  was  given  at  night, 
continued  strong,  and  a  portion  of  the  All  the  next  day  she  had  smart  pains:  the  os 
head  slowly  advanced  through  the  brim  of  uteri  dilated  well ;  and  I  thought  I  felt 
the  pelvis.  At  one  p.m.  I  was  sent  for,  and  the  posterior  fontanelle  towards  the  left 
foond  the  head  with  a  considerable  swell-  foramen  ovale.  Towards  night  the  head 
ing;  the  posterior  fontanelle  forwards, and  had  not  advanced,  although  the  os  uteri 
to  the  left;  the  hand  and  wrist  passing  wasfullydili^ed, and  the  vagina  very  spa- 
before  the  right  sacro-iliac  synchondrosis;  cions.  A  small  quantity  of  liquor  amnii 
the  pains  very  strong.  Her  former  labours  had  collected  and  come  away.  At  ten  I 
have  always  been  severe,  requiring  long  applied  the  forceps  (the  bladder  and  bowels 
and  powerful  pains  to  make  the  head  pass,  being  previously  emptied) ;  they  passed  up 
This  beinpp  the  case,  I  left  her,  desiring  to  with  perfect  ease,  and  after  some  little 
be  called  m  three  hours  if  the  head  had  exertion,  the  head  began  to  move.  I  now 
not  made  .any  considerable  progress.  At  found  that  there  was  a  fontanelle  towards 
kve  P.M.  I  was  called :  the  pains  tfery  vio-  the  right  foramen  ovale,  th»sagittid  suture 
lent,  and  the  head  but  little  advanced.  I  ii^  the  left  oblique  diameter  of  the  pelvif, 
attempted  to  apply  the  forceps,  and  intro.  an**  «>''»  "♦'^    *           "•     which  I  had  pre. 
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f  ioiisly  felt  forwards,  and  to  the  left,  now 
no  longer  within  reach;  there  was  no 
swelling  of  the  scalp,  and  a  considerable 
foetor  of  the  liquor  amnii,  which  was 
thick,  brown,  and  slimy.  I  therefore  con. 
clnded  that  the  child  was  dead,  forgetting 
that  the  soft  passages  had  not  made  suffi- 
cient pressure  upon  the  head  to  produce 
the  usual  swelling  of  the  scalp.  The  bead, 
on  clearing  the  upper  aperture,  advanced 
onickly  through  the  other  parts,  and  the 
face  turned  towards  the  left  thigh  as  it 
nassed  o?er  the  perineum.  An  immense 
liTing  child  was  bom,  which  weighed 
neany  ten  pounds.  A  smart  hasmonhage 
followed,  but  ceased  on  the  remoral  of  the 
placenta." 

[To  be  continued.] 

CHARTER  TO  THE  LONDON 

umvERsrry. 

Thb  petition  ftrom  the  proprietors  of  the 
London  Uniyersity  for  a  Charter,  which 
would  give  to  them  alone,  of  all  the 
schools  in  London,  the  privilege  of  con. 
ferring  Degrees  in  Arts,  Medicine,  and 
Law,  is  immediately  to  come  before  a 
Committee  of  the  Priry  Council  appointed 
for  that  purpose.  The  prayer  is  opposed 
by  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  on  general 
grounds;  by  the  College  of  Surgeons, 
as  adFerse  to  the  interests  of  medical 
science ;  and  by  the  medical  lecturers  of 
the  OMtropolis,  as  calculated  to  constitute 
a  new  and  unjust  monopoly  in  medical 
teaching.  The  latter  body,  amounting  to 
aboTO  one  hundred  of  the  most  eminent 
members  of  the  profession  in  London,  have 
petitioned  for  the  establishment  of  a  great 
Metropolitan  University,  without  reference 
to  ecclesiastical  distinctions— in  which  all 
the  efficient  schools  would  stand  on  an 
equal  footing,  and  be  considered  as  col- 
leges ;  the  duty  of  examining  candidates 
being  placed  in  other  hands  than  those  of 
their  own  teachers.  The  parties  are  seve 
rally  to  be  heard  by  counsel :  and  we  may 
add,  that  if  the  Privy  Council  come  to  a 
decision  on  this  point,  one  of  the  most 
important  duties  of  the  Parliamentaiy 
Committee  will  be  at  an  end. 

TREATMENT  OF  SYPHILIS. 

To  the  Editor  rf  tho  Medical  Oazetie. 

Sir, 

I  BBo  pennission  to  |k>int  oat  an  error  in 
your  report  of  my  paper,  read  before  the 
College  of  Physicians,  on  the  Laws  and 
Treatment  of  Syphilis. 

You  have  staled,  that  in  the  treatment 
of  venereal  soie  tluroat,  that  I  have  been 
accustomed   to  use  the  unguentom   hy- 


draigyri  nitratir,  and  when  that  f&il«d,  the 
unguentum  hydmrgyri  nitrico  oxydi.  ^The 
ointments  I  have  oeen  in  the  habit  of 
using  are  the  unguentnm  hydrargyri 
mitius,  and  when  that  has  failed,*  then  the 
unguentum  hydrargri  nitrico  oxvdi:  I 
have  never  used  the  unguentum  hydraigyri 
nitratis.  You  will  much  oblige  me  by 
correcting  this,  perhaps  not  unimportant, 
mistake.  ^I  remain,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  Williams. 

88,  Bedford-Place,  Ra«Bell-8qaare, 
April  17,  1834. 

MIDDLESEX  HOSPITAL. 

We  are  gratified  to  learn,  that  this  hospi- 
tal is  forthwith  to  receive  a  considerable 
enlargement,  so  as  to  fit  it  for  the  accom- 
modation of  260  patients. 

WESTMINSTER  HOSPITAL. 

Mr.  Thomson,  of  New  Cavendish  Street, 
has  been  elected  Assistant  Surgeon  to  the 
Westminster  Hospital. 

JACKSONIAN  PRIZE. 

The  Jacksonian  Prize,  for  the  year  183d,haa 
been  awarded,  by  the  Council  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Suigeons  in  London,  to  Johk 
Green  Crosse,  Esq.,  of  Norwich,  for 
having  produced  the  best  Essay  upon  the 
"  Formafion,  ComiituenU,  and  Eatraethn  of 
Urinary  CaleuU." 

WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  of  BURIALS. 
Fivm  Bills  of  Mortalitt,  April  15^  1834. 

iDttsminsUon  fttf 

BoireU^cStomsch  1 

Brain  ft 

LuDg«  and  Pleura  4 

IntanHy        •        •  1 

Liver,  diseased  19 

Locked  Jair  I 

Hea)*lee  < 

Mortlleatlon  6 

Paralysis  4 

Small-Poz    .       .  7 

Sore   Throat    and 

Qulniey    .  1 

Spasms         .       .  2 

Stone  and  Gravel  1 

Tumor          .        •  I 

Uuknown  Causes  Ml 

StIUborn      .        .      19 


2 
ffS 

6 
29 

S 

9 
82 
87 

5 


Abac 

Age  and  Debility 

Apoplexy 

Asthma 

Cancer 

Childbirth     . 

Consumption 

Convulsions 

Croup    . 

Dentition  or  Teething  4 

Dropsy  19 

Dropsy  on  the  Brain  25 

Dropsy  oo  the  Chest    1 

Fever     ...        8 

Fever,  Scarlet     «       6 

Fever,  Typhus  8 

Qont     .       •       .        1 

Heart*  diseased  .        1 

Hooplng-Coogh   .      11 

Dscreasa  of  Burials,  as  compared  with  >   m 
the  preceding  week  •       .  j 

NoTicB. — The  letter  of  a  Pkovincial 
Hospital  SrmoEON  is  in  type,  and  has 
only  heen  postponed  for  want  of  room. 

EaRATUM,— In  Mr.  ThomhiU's  paper, 
in  our  last  number,  at  nage  56,  line  37  of 
the  second  colunm,/cr  "  nas  been  no  diges . 
tion,'*  read  "  has  been  no  alrine  dejection." 

W.Wiuoir,  Printer,  67, Skinner- Street,  Loudon. 
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LECTURES  diminished  in  capacity,  or  they  may  all 

have  been  inrolved  in  a  more  general  dis- 

ease.     When  one  part  only  is  the  subject 

THEORY  AND  PRACTICE    OF  of  distortion,  it  is  nsnally  the  brim  that 

MIDWIFERY;  ■»S[^"-         .   .         , 

Three  variettes,-^As  on  a  former  occa- 

Dtlwered  at  the  London  Hospital,  sion  I  arranged  pelves  in  general  into  four 

classes,  so  we  may  now,  for  practical  pur- 

Br  Fbancis  H.  Rahsbothau,  M.D.  poses,  divide  distorted  pelves  into  three 

___^_  varieties: — thejirtt,  in  which  the  pelvic 

brim  is  so  contracted  as  not  to  permit  any 

Lecture  XXIX.  part  of  the  child's  head  to  enter  through 

DIFFICULT  LABOUR,  j*  5  ^*  *T*^'  T^^""^  *f*  *^^**^^^ ^^«  ^J""^ 

to  descend  so  low  as  to  occupy  the  whole 

Having  considered  the  first  cause  of  linger-  or  the  principal  part  of  the  cavity,  but 

log  labour, — namely,  inefficient  action  on  whose  outlet  is  too  narrow  to  admit  of  its 

the  part  of  the  uterus, — we  are  next   to  escape;  and  the  third — of  that  intermediate 

direct  our  attention   to  the  second — em-  size — which  has  permitted  some  portion  of 

bracing  those  cases  in  which  the  uterus  is  the  head  to  enter  through  the  brim,  and 

acting  powerfully  and  energetically,  but  partially  to  occupy  the  cavity;   while  the 

.where  tnere  is  a  want  of  due  and  propor-  principal  bulk  remains  above.   These  three 

tionate  space  in  the  passages  for  the  ready  cases  practically  assume  a  very  different 

exit  of  the  child :  and  first  I  shall  speak  of  character,  and  require  somewhat  of  a  dis- 
tinct consideration. 

DISTORTION  OF  THE  PELVIC  BONES  First  variety.  - 1  shall  first  speak  of  those 

as    a   cause  of  delay,  and  of  increased  cases  of   a  more  aggravated  nature,  in 

suffering.  which  the  pelvis  is  so  much  distorted  as 

If  we  look  upon  these  organs  in  a  me.  not  to  allow  any  part  of  the  child's  head 
chanical  point  of  view,  (which  we  must  do  to  engage  in  tlie  s\iperior  straight.  If  the 
before  we  can  arrive  at  a  true  knowledge  woman's  person  be  very  much  deformed ; 
of  the  process  of  parturition,  even  in  its  if  the  spine  be  curved,  and  the  thigh-bones 
simplest  and  most  easy  state),  we  shall  also  bent ;  we  may  suspect,  —even  pre- 
immediately  perceive  that  size,  as  it  re-  viously  to  making  an  internal  examina- 
spects  the  head  and  pelvic  cavity,  is  tion,— that  the  pelvis  has  likewise  suffered 
entirely  a  relative  term ;  and  that  a  pelvis  severely.  But  when  we  have  positively 
preternaturally  small  from  original  forma-  ascertained  that  this  is  the  case,  and  that 
tion,  or  a  head  unusually  large,  will  each  the  diminution  of  space  is  so  excessive 
also  in  practice  produce  dimculty  in  the  that  no  part  of  the  child's  head  can  be  re- 
same  degree  as  they  deviate  from  the  ceived  into  the  capacity  of  the  brim,  it  be- 
standard  dimensions :  so  that  it  matters  comes  our  duty  not  to  allow  the  patient's 
little  whether  the  disproportion  be  the  re-  strength  to  be  undermined  by  the  fatigue 
salt  of  diseased  action  or  not ; — provided  it  necessarily  attendant  upon  such  a  labour ; 
exists  to  a  certain  extent,  it  must  always  but  early  to  have  recourse  to  some  mcrani 
be  the  occasion  of  a  protracted  struggle.  ■  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  her:  because,-— 

We  learned  at  the  commencement  of  as  you  may  satisfy  yourselves  bv  the  speci- 

this  course,  that  the  pelvis  may  be  dis-  mens  before  you, — it  is  physically  impossi- 

.torted  in  the  brim,  the  cavity,  or  the  outlet;  ble  for  a  head  to  be  eventually  expelled 

either  of  which  parts  may  singly  become  whole  through  a  pelvis  whose  capacity  in 

334.— xiT.  I 
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the  superior  aperture  is  so  contracted  as  expedient,  that  they  might  not  deprive 

not  to  admit  any  portion  of  it  after  the  their  children  of  the  benefit  of  admission 

eTacuation  of  the  liquor  amnii ; — provided,  wiUiin  the  pale  of  the  Christian  church, 
indeed,  the  expulsive  pains  are  fully  esta-        By  having  recourse  to  this  means,  then, 

blished.  comparatively  early  in  the  labour,  the  best 

Such  being  the  case,  then,  it  would  chance  is  afforded  to  the  patient  of  the 

become  a  question  what  means  we  should  preservation  of  her  own  life,  as  also  of  her 

adopt :    and  if  upon    an    examination,  infant.    Nevertheless,  no  rightly-judging 

conducted  with  the  utmost  care,  we  find  man  would  venture,  on  his  own  single 

that  there  is  less  space  at  the  brim  than  responsibility,  to  urge  the  propriety  of  an 

two  inches  and  a  half  laterally,  by  one  operation  so  unusual  in  its  necessity,  so 

inch  and  a  half  in  the  conjugate  diameter;  appalling  in  its  character,  and  terrible  in 

or  three  inches  by  one  inch  and  a  quarter ;  its  consequences,  as  the  extracting  a  foetus 

We  ought  to  consider  it  our  duty, — nowever  er  tif^ro,  by  an  extensive  abdominal  incl- 

painful  and  appalling  that  ma^  be,— at  sion;   but  before  proceeding  to  its  execu- 

oncetopropose  the  Caesarean  section,  as  the  tion,  he  would  naturally  be  desirous  to 

only  means  by  which  it  is  possible  to  save  consult  with  all  those  practitioners  in  his 

the  mother's  fife;  and  as  offering  also  the  neighbourhood  whose  counsel  and  sanction 

sole  chance  of  safety  to  the  child.     If  it  be  could  be  obtained,  and  in  whose  opinion 

thought   necessary    that    this    operation  he  confided. 

should  be  performed  at  all,  it  ought  at  These  cases  of  extreme  distortion  are 
any  rate  to  be  undertaken  before  the  fortunately  of  rare  occurrence :  the  opera- 
patient's  system  has  sunk,  from  a  long  tion  of  Csesarean  section,  indeed,  has  not 
continuance  of  the  excessive  fatigue  of  la-  been  found  necessary  in  this  extensive  me- 
bonr.  This  recommendation  I  think  it  tropolls  for  veij  many  years ;  and  we  may 
right  to  inculcate,  in  consequence  of  the  all  hope,  therefore,  with  some  degree  of  con. 
difference  so  remarkable  in  the  result  of  fidence,  that  it  will  never  fall  to  our  let  to 
the  cases  operated  upon  in  this  country  witness  an  instance  in  which  we  may  think 
and  on  the  Continent  Tn  the  British  ourselves  called  upon  to  advise  it.  Not 
isles,  out  of  nearly  thirty  operations,  we  so,  however,  with  the  lesser  degrees  of 
have  only  two  instances  of  recovery  on  diminution  in  the  pelvic  apertures :  these 
record— one  under  the  excellent  care  of  we  meet  with  almost  daily :— certainly  not 
my  friend  Mr.  Barlow,  and  another  in  so  often  in  the  open  country,  among  the 
which  the  operation  was  performed  in  hardy  agricultural  peasantry ;  but  by  no 
Ireland  by  a  midwife  named  Dunally ;  means  very  infrequently  among  the  inha- 
— whereas,  on  the  Continent,  a  fortu-  bitants  of  great  and  crowded  cities,  and 
nate  termination  after  the  same  operation  the  population  of  manufacturing  dis- 
has  repeatedly  taken  place.    How  can  we  tricts. 

account  for  this  discrepancy  ?    The  asto-        If,  then,  a  case  come  under  our  notice 

nishingly  superior  success  on  the  Conti-  in  which  there   is  more  available  space 

nent  is  not  to  be  attributed  to  the  climate  than  that    I    have    just   mentioned    as 

being  more  favourable  to  capital  opera-  imperatively    requiring   the  excision    of 

tlons— to  the  human  system  being  in  a  the    child  from  the  uterus  through    the 

state  to  bear  them  betteV — nor  to  tne  sur-  abdominal  parietes ;    and  yet  where  the 

geons    abroad     possessing    either    more  pelvis  is  so  small  that  we  are  persuad. 

general    scientific   knowledge  as    to  the  ed    the  child's  head  cannot  pass  entire, 

mode  of  performing  dangerous  operations,  provided  it    have   arrived  at  toll  intra- 

better  practical  adaptation  of  that  know,  uterine  maturity  ;^a  case,  for  instance,  in 

ledge,  or  evincing  greater  care  and  anxiety  which  the  conjugate  diameter  at  the  brim 

about  the  termination,  than  obtains  in  measures    about    two  inches  ;->it  would 

England — ^bnt  simply  because  the  opera-  still  not  be  right  to  let  the  patient  remain 

tion  has  been  performed  earlier  in  the  la-  very  long  in  labour  without  means  of  relief 

bour,  before  exnaustion  has  supervened.  being  used :  but  we  should  perforate  the 

The  fact  is  not  to  be  concealed,  that  in  head  comparatively  eariy  in  the  process, 
d'fferent  parts  of  Europe,  and  especially  in  that  we  might  have  tne  adyantage  of 
Catholic  countries,  both  has  this  operanon  full  unimpaired  uterine  energy  to  aid  us 
many  times  been  had  recourse  to,  under  in  our  extractive  efforts.  Do  not,  however, 
circumstances  in  which  a  British  practi-  go  away  impressed  with  the  idea  that  I 
tioner  would  not  have  considered  himself  recommend  perforation  should  be  had  re- 
warranted  in  proposing  it — where,  indeed,  course  to  early  in  labour  in  all  cases  where 
there  has  existed  sufficient  available  space  we  are  likely  to  find  it  necessary  after- 
in  the  pelvis  to  admit  of  the  extraction  of  wards.  It  is  only  in  those  instances  where 
the  fcptas  per  vitu  natnntles ;  and  also  that  a  moral  certainty  exists  that  the  child  can- 
the  women,  more  under  the  influence  of  not  pass  unmutilated,  that  we  are  at  all 
their  clerical  pastors  than  ours  are,  have  authorized  to  use  such  deadly  means,  be- 
readily  and  cheerfully  submitted,  m>m  a  fore  the  maternal  system  is  beginning  to 
•ease  of  religious  duty,  to  this  dreadful  sink. 
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Fortunately  for  the  facility  of  teaching,    this  particolar  decree  of  disproportion,  in  in- 
it  i>  not  necessary  to  draw  such  a  niof  terfering early;  that wemaynve  the waman 
distinction  between  those  cases  in  which  it    from  much  present  suffering — that  we  may 
is  desiimble  that  craniotomy  should  be  per.    avert  the  danger  of  rupture  of  the  uterus — 
fonnedearly,aBd  those  absolutely  lequiring    and  remove  her  from  the  chance  both  of 
the  same  operation  later  in  labour;  because,    sinking  under  the  effects  of  long-continued 
inasmuch  as  the  means  used  are  the  same    pressure— as   well   as   of  suffering  such 
under  both  circumstances,  it  will  seldom    dreadAil  destruction  of  parts  as  must  ren> 
prove  of  material  importance  whether  the    der  her  a  burthen  to  herself  and  her  friends, 
operation  be  performed  an  hour  sooner  or    for  the  remainder  of  her  life. 
an  hour  later.     But  the  case  is  widely  dif-        Second  variety, -^In  the  second  variety, 
ferent  when  it  becomes  our  painful  dutv    where  the  head  has  entirely  passed  the 
to  discriminate  between  a  pelvis  throuan    pelvic  brim— has  become  jammed  in  the 
which  a  head  can  be  extracted  after  the    cavity,  and,  for  want  of  sufficient  spaoa 
brain  has  been  evacuated,  and  one  that    in  the  outlet,  cannot  make  its  exit—the 
wUl  not  allow  the  passage  of  the  child,    patient  generally  suffers  extreme  pain,  not 
lessened  even  to  the  utmost  degree  that    only  Arom  utenne  contraction,  but  from 
art  ean  accomplish.    For  it  would  be  most    uninterrupted  pressure  on  the  parts  within 
distressing    and    grievous,^  after  having    the  pelvis.  '  We  are  to  recollect  that  the 
perforated  the  skull  and  made  forcible  at-    pelvic  viscera  are    exceedingly    nervous, 
tempts   to  extract  per  vias  naturateu, — to    very  liberally  supplied  with  blood-vessels, 
discover  that  the  pelvis  did  not  afford  suf-    ana  soon  go  into  a  state  of  disease ;   that, 
ficient  room  for  the  completion  of  deliveiy,    although  they  possess  a  great  restorative 
but  that  the  case  required  to  be  terminated    power  within  themselves,    inflammation 
by  the  abdominal  incision.    Not  onlj,  in-    induced  by  contusion,  the  result  of  pres- 
deed,  must  the  infant  then  necessarily  be    sure,  is  rery  likely  to  terminate  in  sup- 
bom  dead,  but  the  patient  would  be  sub-    puration,  or  in  gangrene :  and  when  a  dis- 
jected to  much  additional  and  unprofitable    position  to  sloughing  once  commences,  it  is 
agony  during  our  efforts  at  extraction.    A    impossible  to  say  where  the   destructive 
dhninished  chance  of  ultimate  recorery    process  may  stop.     Beginning  in  the  Hn- 
would  also  be  offered  to  Jier,  in  conse-    ing   membrane   of  the   vagina,   all  the 
qoence  of  the  pain  and  exertion  attendant    vaginal  coats  may  take  upon  themselves 
on   oor  frustrated   endeavours,  and  the    the  same  action ;  the  bladder  and  rectum 
pressure,  and  perhaps  contusion,  to  which    may  be  implicated,  and  the  three  cavities 
the  soft  parts  must  more  or  less  hare  been    ma}  be  thrown  into  one,— than  which  it 
exposed.  is  impossible  to  conceive  a  more  miserable 

I  have  already  laid  it  down  as  a  general    state  of  human  existence, 
principle,  that  unless  there  be  a  clear  avail.  When,   then,    the    head    is   jammed 

able  space  of  three  inches  in  the  ooniugate  in  the  lower  part  of  the  pelvis,  we  must 
by  the  same  measurement  in  the  lateral  eminently  fear  contusion,  inflammation, 
diameters  at  the  brim,  we  are  not  to  ex-  suppuration,  and  sloughing.  We  have, 
pect  that  the  child  will  be  bom  without  also,  particularly  to  dread  injury  to  the 
assistance ;  but  I  must  repeat  here  what  I  bladder :  that  organ  may  burst,  or  fatal 
before  inculcated— 4ind  what  I  trust  still  inflammation  may  occur,  consequent 
dwells  in  your  memory — that  it  is  not  upon  its  over-distention.  There  is,  like- 
merely  because  the  pelvis  is  deformed  to  wise,  great  danger  to  the  child  from  the 
each  an  extent  that  we  are  authorized  to  compression  which  the  brain  must  suffer ; 
interfere  while  the  powers  are  vigorous :  but  narticularly  also  from  that  pressure 
because  the  child  mav  be  immature ;  its  to  whidh  the  funis  umbilicalis  is  exposed, 
head  may  be  small ;  the  bones  may  be  less  owing  to  the  foetal  body  being  tightly  em- 
ossified,  and  may  overlap  each  other  more  braoed  by  the  uterine  parietes  under  their 
than  is  usual ;  and  a  greater  probaMlity  contractions.  It  is  often  remarked  that 
may  therefore  be  afforded  of  a  natuzal  the  child  is  bom  dead  under  this  peculiar 
tcraunation  of  the  case.  Under  such  cH-  n>ecies  of  lingering  labour,  especially  if 
cofflstances,  then,  it  becomes  our  boun-  the  head  have  remained  long  within  the 
den  duty  to  wait  till  the  system  is  suffer-  pelvis,— yet  this  may  princinally  arise  from 
iag  from  exhaustion, — and  that  considera-  pressure  on  the  umbilical  cord,  whidi, 
Uy,— before  w?  have  recourse  to  such  a  by  impeding  the  circulation,  destroys 
horrible   alternative   as  the  instruments    life. 

for  craniotomy  supply.  On  the  con.  This  case,  then,  is  one  of  a  very  dan. 
traiy,  however,  if  the  space  exceed  two  gerons  and  difficult  character;  anditbe- 
inches  but  in  a  trifling  degree,  it  is  comes  a  most  delicate  question,  how  lona 
wmy  evident  that  a  child,  sufficiently  per.  we  shall  allow  nature  to  struggle  unaided, 
footed  in  the  womb  to  sustain  indepen-  ^4knd  whether,  at  any  particular  period  of 
dent  existence,  cannot  be  expelled  whole ;  time,  we  shall  have  recourse  to  instru. 
and  we  are  therefore  fully  justified,  under    mental  means.    Many  rules  have  been  laid 
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down  for  our  guidance  under  this  emer-  ^re  warranted  in  delivering,  pforided  we 

gency.    Some  obstetrical  practitioners  of  can  do  it  without  injury   either  to  the 

eminence  tell  us,  that  if  twenty-four  hours  mother  or  her  offspring, 

have  elapsed  since  the  rupture  of  the  mem-  But  it  is  necessary  we  should  be  able 

branes ;  if,  during  that  time,  the  patient  to  distinguish  a  case  in  which  the  head 

ha?e  been  suffering  under  strong,  regular,  is  locked,  from  one  where  the  pressure  is 

continued  pains, — the  process  of  labour  not  cither  constant  or  general.      I  have 

not  having  been  interrupted  or  suspended  already  mentioned  that  the  head  descends 

during  the  interval,— we  are  always  war-  under  uterine  contraction,   and  retreats 

ranted  in  delivering  by  the  forceps;  pro-  when  the  pain  goes  off:  that  the  same  is 

vided  we  can  terminate  Uie  case  without  observed  flrom  the  commencement  of  labour 

ii\jury :  that,  by  following  this  simple  di.  till  the  expulsion  of  the  face  over  the 

rection,  we  shall  be  acting  most  wisely,  perineum :  and  this,  we  have  learned,  is  a 

and  shall  never  be  at  fault.    This  would  valuable  provision  of  nature ;  because,  in 

be  a  most  excellent  rule,  because  so  easy  the  interval  of  pain,  the  soft  parts  are  en- 

of  application,  if  all  women  suffered  alike  tirely  relieved  from  pressure :  but  if  the 

under  labour ;  if  the  pains  were  always  as  head  be  so  impacted  that  it  cannot  be  pro- 

active  in  one  patient  as  in  another;  if  each  peUed  forward  while  the  uterus  is  acting, 

woman  was  able  to  undergo  the  fatigues  of  neither  can  it  retreat  in  the  interval  of 

labour  equally  with  another,  and  to  bear  contraction ;  and  it  is  by  this  stationary 

up  against  toe  bad  effects   which    that  situation  we  know  that  it  is  locked.    We 

fatigue  must  produce ;  but  this  is  by  no  ascertain,  then,  that  the  pressure  has  be- 

means  the  case:  we  find  every  diversity  come  injurious,  both  by  local  and  general 

in    the   suffering   which    a   woman    ex-  symptoms,— by  heat,  tumefaction,  dryness 

periences,  and  every  diversity  in  the  man-  and  soreness  in  the  external  parts  and 

ner  in  which  it  is  sustained.    In  some  vagina, — by  the    pulse  being  unusually 

cases  the  pains  are  very  slight,  though  they  quick,  the  countenance  anxious,  the  ton^e 

may  be  continued;  in  others,  they  may  ntrred,~by  thirst,  rigors,  and  vomiting, 

entirely  subside  for  a  few  hours,  and  then  —by  symptoms,  indeed,  of  general  fever 

there  is  a  cessation  both  of  painful  sensa-  supervening  on  local  injury' 

tion  and  als<i  of  exertion.    But,  even  if  So    long,  then,    as    tnere    are    good 

the  number  and  intensity  of  the  pains  pains,  the  pulse  is  under  100,  the  coun- 

were  equal  in  everyrcspect,  different  women  tenance  good    and   cheerfVil,  the  tongue 

bc«rUiefatigueof  labour  with  very  various  and  mouth  moist  and  clean;  so  long  as 

d^rees  of  suffering  to  the  system  :  thus,  there  is  no  vomiting,  nor  rigors,  nor  heat, 

one  woman  will  suffer  more  in  a  labour  of  swelling,  and  pain  of  the  parts ;  no  grijen 

six  hours'  duration  than  another  in  one  of  discharge  from  the  vagina ;  no  tenderness 

twenty- four;  although  in  both  the  pains  of  the  belly;  so  long  as  the  head  retreats 

may   be  equally  ftequent,  intense,  and  when  the  pain  is  present,  and  advances  in 

powerful.    We  cannot,  then,  take  time  as  its  absence ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  the 

our  guide,  so  well  as  the  effect  produced  finger  can  be  passed  easily  up  to  the  pelvic 

on  the  constitution.    There  is  one  remark,  brim,  around  or  by  the  side  of  the  head ; 

however,  with  regard  to  time,  which  must  so  long  as  there  is  any  progress  whatever, — 

not  be  passed  over  unnotieed;   viz.  the  even  although  it  be  most  trifling, — firom 

period  during  which  the  parts  are  subject  hour  to  hour;  so  long  as  there  is  neither 

to    continued    pressure    without   intermiM-  flooding  nor  convulsions,  nor  any  other 

non ;  for,  as  just  observed,  the  soft  parts  symptom  of  distress  in  the  system;  we 

within   the    pelvis    can,   no  more  than  have  no  need  to  resort  to  the  use  of  instru- 

other   soft    parts    of    the    body,  endure  ments.   On  the  other  hand,  again,  provided 

continued  pressure  for  any  lengtti  of  time  such  symptoms  as  I  have  mentioned  arise, 

without   injury,   and    the  vessels   must  it  is  of  little  practical  importance  whe- 

eventually  become  strangulated.    If,  then,  ther  the  labour  has  lasted  ten  hours  or 

the    heaa    be  locked  in    the   pelvis    for  forty ;  for  we  are  assuredly  warranted  in 

a  certain   number    of  hours,    even    al-  delivering  artificially,    especially    if  the 

though  the  patient  be  in  tolerably  good  case    can    be    terminated   by    harmless 

spirits,   and  the  pains  be   frequent  and  means.     We  shall  hereafter  tiuke  occasion 

strong, — lest  the  soft  parts  should  receive  to  examine  these  symptoms  mere  in  detail. 

Injury, — we  must  deliver ;  provided  we  can  TfUrtl  variety.— ^1  have  considered  that 

effect  our  object  by  means  compatible  with  the  third  variety.  Where  the  head  is  partly 

the  life  of  the  childL    How  long,  then,  protruded  through  the  brim,  the  yertex 

may  we  allow  the  head  to  remain  locked  dipping  into  the  cavity,  while  the  prin- 

in  {he  pelvic  cavity?  Dr.  Hamilton  believes  cipal  bulk    remains   above.     A  case  in 

It  may  remain  six  honrs,  without  fear  of  wnich  the  pelvis  measures  about   three 

injuiy  to  the  lining  structures;  but  I  would  inches  in  its  conjugate  diameter,  is  of  this 

rather  limit  the  time  to  a  less  period ;  and  description.     But  I  cannot  impress   too 

Urink,  after  the  lapse  of  four  hours,  we  forcibly  or  too  frequently  on  your  minds 
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Utat,  altlunigh  wo  kfiow  the  size  of  the  rery  rare  occurrence;  indeed,  so  infrequent, 

pdvis  accnrHtely,   and   have  ascertained  that  I  hare  myself  never  met  with  an  in 

beyond  a  doubt  that  its  measurement  is  stance.    It  is  generally  situated  at  the 

even  rather  below  three  inches  than  above,  baok  part,  behind  the  rectum,  and  springs 

we  are  not,  on  that  account  alone,  war-  from  the  cavity  of  the  sacrum.    This  kind 

ranted  in  taJiing  an  instrument  in  hand:  for  of  tumor  we  shall  mostly  be  able  to  dis* 

it  most  have  occurred  to  every  practical  criminate  by  its   situation,  its    extreme 

man  frequently  to  have  observed  the  head  hardness,  the  irregularity  of  its  surface, 

wonderfully  adapt  itself  to  the  irregularity  its  immobility,  its  knotty  feel,  and  insensi- 

of  the  pelvis;  so  that  eventuallv  it  makes  bility  to  pressure. 

its  exit,  under  drcnmstances  which  a  few  Treatment, — Our  treatment  of  a  case 
hoars  before  allowed  of  no  expectaticm,  rendered  lingering  by  the  presence  of  a 
and  but  little  hope,  that  a  natural  and  un-  tumor  of  this  description,  will  altogether 
aided  termination  would  be  effected.  We  depend  upon  the  size  of  the  diseased 
must  not,  therefore,  apply  instruments  growth  itself.  If  it  be  very  small,  it  is 
merely  because  there  is  a  small  pelvis,  possible  that  the  head  may  pass  without 
provioed  it  be  moderately  capacious.  If  assistance ;  but  if,  on  the  contrary.  It  be 
the  space,  indeed,  in  the  conjugate  dia-'  large,  occupving  a  considerable  space- 
meter  of  the  pelvic  brim  be  little  more  since  it  would  be  impossible  to  remove 
than  two  inches,  I  have  already  laid  it  it  by  operation,  so  as  to  render  the  cavity 
down  as  a  rule  that  it  is  better  early  to  more  capacious— we  must  be  guided  by  the 
perforate  the  skull ;  but  if  it  approach  common  rule  (provided  there  be  the  most 
three  inches,  it  is  imperative  on  us  to  wait  distant  probability  of  the  child's  passing), 
till  symptoms  appear  indicating  danger,  that  of  waiting  until  symptoms  appear 
Bt  some  we  are  recommended,  in  cases  which  demand  delivery ;  and  accordinff  to 
liaely  to  be  rendered  difficult  and  pro-  the  magnitude  of  the  tumor  we  must  select 
tracted  by  the  slighter  degree  of  distortion,  our  means:  the  forceps,  long  or  short,  if  they 
— embraced  under  the  head  we  are  now  offer  a  fair  chance  of  success,  should  be  pre- 
discussing, — to  introduce  the  hand  into  the  ferred;  if  neither  of  those  instruments 
uterus,  grasp  a  foot,  oblige  the  foetal  body  avail  us  any  thing,  we  must  call  in  the  aid 
to  revolve  on  its  own  axis,  and  bring  the  of  the  death -inflicting  i>crforator.  It  is 
breech  into  the  pelvis,  terminating  the  la-  certainly  possible  that  an  exostosis  may 
hour  by  the  operation  of  turning.  I  can-  have  attained  such  a  size  as  to  preclude 
not  find  language  sufficiently  strong  in  our  extracting  the  fcetus  at  all  through  the 
which  to  deprecate  this  mode  of  proceed-  vagina:  under  such  a  formidable  case,  we 
ing,  as  a  general  principle.  The  dangers  should  be  compelled  to  have  recourse  to 
which  envelop  it  are  many  and  great,  the  Ca>sarean  section, 
both  to  the  mother  and  her  infant,  and  Scinhaus  or  drt^sical  ovary. — An  ovary, 
have  already  been  partially  glanced  at.  enlarged  from  scirrhous  or  dropsical  dis. 
I  have  good  reason  to  believe,  and  to  hope  ease,  may  impede  the  passage  of  the  child's 
indeed,  that  such  a  means  of  concluding  head,  live  shall,  towards  the  termination 
anch  a  case  is  now  entirely  exploded  from  of  the  course,  become  informed  that  the 
the  practice  of  the  well-informed  obste-  ovary  is  liable  to  disease^  of  various  kinds, 
trical  suigeon.  of  which  dropsy  and  scirrhus  are  the  most 

frequent ;  that  under  either  of  these  affec- 

TrMORs  IN  THU  PELVIC  CAVITY.  Uo US,— particularly    dropsy,— this    origi- 

The  third  cause  of  lingering  labour  is  nally  small  gland  enlarges  astonishingly 

the  presence  of  tumors  in  the  cavity  of  the  in  size,  so  that  its  coats  being  extended 

pelvis.  into  an  enormous  cvst,  have  been  known 

From  your  anatomical  knowledge  of  the  to  contain  many  gallons  of  fluid.  We  can- 
contents  of  the  pelvic  cavity,  you  will  very  not  be  surprised,  then,  at  the  impediment 
jnstly  conclude  that  the  different  organs  offered  under  labour,  if  pregnancy  and  an 
are  liable  to  disease,  enlargement,  and  the  ovarian  tumor  exist  together.  \t^hen  en- 
formation  of  tumors  in  their  structure,  larged  by  disease,  indeed,  the  ovary  gene- 
These  tumors  vary  exceedingly  in  their  ralfy  rises  by  degrees  from  the  pelvic  into 
nature,  consistency,  and  size;  sometimes  the  abdominal  cavity :  but  occasionally  it 
they  possess  the  solidity  of  bone  itself;  at  becomes  bound  down  by  adhesive  inflam- 
others,  their  contents  are  of  the  most  fluid  mation  to  the  subjacent  parts;  and  if,  un- 
character.  According  to  their  size  and  der  such  a  state,  the  woman  conceives,  and 
unyielding,  nature,  will  be  the  difficulty  carries  her  fcetus  to  the  full  period,  her  la- 
which  they  occasion  under  labour.  hour  must  necessarily  be  difficult.    Even 

£iiMtasu.— The  most  solid  of  all  the  tu-  if  it  be  not  confined  to  the  pelvic  cavity  by 

mors  that  we  meet  with  in  the  pelvis,  is  a  adhesion,  it  may  be  founci  under  labour 

knobby,   bony  growth,  taking  its  origin  occupying  it  more  or  less,  never  having 

from  some  portion  of  the  parieties  them-  commciiccd  its  ascent  into  the  abdomen  ; 

selves^ — anexostosis.  Butitis fortunately  of  being  prevented,  pcrlmxis,  by  the  gravid 
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ntents  having  already  taken  posiession  of  either  by  the  forceps,  or  by  opening  the 

that  space :  or  a  portion  of  the  tumor  may  head.    If  there  be  the  least  chance  of  de« 

have  prolapsed,  and  subsided  daring  ges-  livering  by  the  forceps,  that  would  be  pre- 

tation ;  for  pregnancy  by  no  means  inter-  ferable  to  either  of  tne  other  methods ;  but 

feres  with  a  continuance  of  such  an  en-  if  the  forceps  fail  us,  we  have  no  choice 

largement.  leil  except  either  dissectingout  the  tumor, 

The  situation  of  this  tumor  is  also  ex-  or  perforating  the  skull.    The  removal  of 

temal  to  the  vaginal  coats,  and  it  is  gene-  the  tumor  would,  no  doubt,  be  both  very 

rally  to  be  felt  within  one  or  other  ilium,  difficult  and    hazardous    on   many   ao- 

It  will  probably  be  somewhat  moveable;  it  counts;    and  horrible  as  the  alternative 

will  neither  be  so  hard  nor  so  irrejpilar  is,  I  should,  in  mv  own  practice,  rather 

as  an  exostosis,  and  will  most  likely  pos-  destrov  the  child  than  subject  the  mother 

sess  more  sensibility.  to  sucn  a  formidable  operation. 

Treatment. — The  treatment   here    must  5rtrrA<ni«^/an<is.— Another  species  of  tu- 

likewise  depend  upon  the  size  and  solidity  mors  offering  an  impediment  to  the  head 

of  the  tumor.    If  its  true  character  be  de-  consists  in  the  glands  situated  along  the 

tected  before  the  head  has  become  much  hollow  of  the  sacrum  having  become  af- 

engaged  in  the  pelvic  brim,  we  may  possi-  fected  with  scirrhous  enlarxement 

bly, — provided  it  be  not  adherent, — sue-  Scirrhous  glands  may  be  detected  by 

ceed  by  steady  pressure  in  pushing  it  up  their  situation,  irregularity,  and  hardness 

above  the  brim,  and  consequently  out  of  -^by  their  being  very  sensitive— by  their 

the  way  of  the  head's  advance.    If  we  can-  forming  a  chain  of  indurated  tubercles 

not  accomplish  this  object,  we  must  then,  also  external  to  the  vaginal  coats— and  by 

also,  act  upon  our  common  principles,  and  their  being  more  or  less  firmly  adherent  to 

wait  until  symptoms  appear  requiring  our  the  surrounding  structures.    Concerning 

interference :  for  if  the  tumor  be  soft,  it  is  the  treatment  of  such   unusual  cases,  1 

very  probable  that  the  descending  head  have  nothing  to  add  to  what  I  have  just 

will  compress  it  into  a  flattened  form,  or  offered  for  your  guidance  when  spiraking 

2ueeze  a  part  of  its  contents  upwards  of  enlarged  ovaries, 

ove  the  brim,  and  thus  diminish  its  re-  Ab$ees9e$. — Abscesses  will    occasionally 

sisting  power :  while,  on  the  contrary,  if  form  in  the  glands  of  the  pelvis  during 

the  disease  be  of  a  solid  kind,  it  would  be  pregnancy,  and  in  this  case  there  would 

wrong  to  have  recourse  either  to  obstetri-  ue  decided  fluctuation  present   An  abscess 

cal  or  surgical  instruments,  until  necessity  might  be  distinguished  from  a  dropsical 

compelled  us.    When  this  necessity  ap-  ovary  by  its  situation,  perhaps— its  exces- 

pears,  it  vriU  then  become  a  Question,  whe-  sive  tenderness  on  pressure— and  its  for- 

ther  we  shall  puncture  or  excise  the  tumor,  mation  having  been  preceded  and  accom- 

or  extract  the  child  by  instrumental  aid.  panied  by  symptoms  of  local  inflamma- 

It  is  impossible  to  lay  down  any  general  tion,  and  indications  of  the  suppurative 

rule  applicable  to  every  individual  case;  action.    An  error  in  diagnosis,  however, 

but  we  may  establish  it  as  a  principle,  would  be  but  of  little  consequence,  since 

that  if  the  tumor  possess  the  leaat  degree  the  treatment  employed  in  the  two  cases 

of  fluctuation  evident,'  a  puncture  should  must    be  essentisdly  and  positively   the 

be  made  into  its  substance  by  means  of  a  same.     There  could  be  no  hesitation  in 

trochar  introduced  through  the   vagina,  puncturing  such  a  tumor  through  the  va- 

Even  if  the  disease  be  simple  dropsy,  we  gina,  and  Jetting  out  the  pus.    The  diffi- 

must  not  expect  to  evacuate  ail  the  fluid,  cultv  would  then  be  over,  and  the  head 

because  most  probably  the  tumor  will  be  would  most  probably  pass, 

formed  of  separate  cysts  of  different  sizes,  Po/t^pi.— Tumors, 'however,  formed  with- 

possessing  no  communication  with  each  in  the  uterus,  or  growing  from  the  internal 

other :  but  we  may  let  out  a  part  of  the  surface  of  the  vagina,  will  sometimes  im- 

contained  water;  and  if,  fortunately,  the  pede  the  passage  of  the  head.    These  are 

cyst  we  puncture  should  be  large,  we  shall  of  a  polypous  character ;  they  are  fleshy 

reduce  the  general  bulk  so  much  as  to  af-  and  solid  in  their  structure,  and   grow 

ford  a  fair  chance  to  the  head  to  pass,  occasionally  to  an  amazing  size.    It  is  sin- 

Should  the  contents,  however,  be  found  of  gular  that  the  presence  of  these  tumors  in 

a  cheesy,   or  gelatinous  consistence,  too  the  uterus  does  not  prevent  conception  tak- 

tiiick  to  run  through  a  trochar,  it  would  ing  place;  which  fact  I  have  myself  had 

then  be  right  to  make  an  incision  into  the  more  than  one  opportunity  of  witnessing, 

mass  also  through  the  vagina,  of  half  an  One    case    wnich    occurred   to  me  in 

inch  or  an  inch  in  extent,  with  the  hope  of  the  year   1834,— and    which  is  recorded 

entirely  evacuating  the  sac.    If,  lastly,  by  in  the  second  part  of  my  father's  **  Prac- 

these  means  we  make  no  impression  on  tical    Observations    on   Midwifery,"  —  I 

the  size  of  the  tumor,  we  must  then  deter-  will  give  in  illustration.    My  father  had 

mine    whether    we    should    extirpate    it  been  requested  to  attend  upon  a  lady  in 

through  the  vagina,  or  deliver  the  child  her  confinement  of  her  third  or  fourth 
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cbildy  bot  wu  from  iiome  when  the  met.  uterine  Tetiels  shrunk  ufter  delivery,  the 

aenger  arrived  to  summon  him ;  I  conae-  vascularity  of  the  polypus  would  alra  be 

qnently  went  in  his  stead.    I  found  the  materially  diminished;  and  that  this  di. 

patient  suffering  severe  pains,  and  using  minntion  in  the  bulk  of  the  tumor  would 

forcible  bearing-down  efforts,  under  the  render  its  removal  altogether  less  formida- 

belief  that  the  child  was  about  to  para  im-  ble.    These  reasons  induced  us  to  delay 

mediately.    On  making  an  examination,  I  the  operation  at  least  until  the  changea 

instantly  detected  that  the  pelvic  cavity  oonseouent  on  delivery  were  accomplished, 

was  occupied  almost  entirely  by  a  solid  and  tne  puerperal  state  had  terminated, 

fleshy  tumor,  much  larger  tnan  a  goose's  The  result  both  justified  our  expectations, 

e«g,  which  was  pressing  considerably  on  and  confirmed  the  correctness  of  our  rea- 

t£e  perineum :  the  os  uteri,  at  the  brim  of  soning ;  for  my  father  made  several  vagi, 

the  pelvis,  wasdilated  to  about  the  diameter  nal    examinations  during    the  few    first 

of  a  crown  piece ;  and  the  membranes,  un-  weeks  after  delivery,  and  satisfied  himself 

ruptured,  were    being  forcibly  propelled  that,  as  the  uterus  contracted,  the  tumor 

against  the  upper  part  of  the  tumor. with  also  lessened  in  size.    After  the  lapse  of 

the  return  of  each  uterine  contraction,  nearly  four  months — no  symptoms  appear- 

I  had  no  difficulty  in  determining  that  the  ing  in  the  meantime  to  call  for  earlier  in- 

tumor  was  of  a  polypous  character,  by  its  tenerence — the  polypus  was  tied  in  the 

firm  consistence,  its  shape,  its  situation  usual  manner,  and  sloughed  off  in  five 

u'ahin  the  vaginal  cavity,  and  its  attach-  days ;  and  I  here  present  it  to  you,  scarcely 

ment  within  the  os  uteri.    The  mouth  of  so  large  as  a  walnut  divested  of  its  outer 

the  womb  dilated  rapidly,  the  membranes  husk. 

burst  speedily;  and  in  less*  than  an  hour  after  There  can  be  but  little  difficulty  in  de- 
my arrival,  the  head,  under  the  action  of  termining  the  nature  of  a  case  of  this  kind, 
powerful  throes,  forced  the  principal  bulk  The  pear-shaped,  solid,  tumor  will  be  felt 
of  the  tumor  external  to  the  vulva,  and  more  or  less  occupying  the  cavity  of  the 
itself  instantly  followed.  At  the  same  vagina,  attached  by  its  pedicle  either  to  the 
moment  my  father  entered  the  room,  and,  vaginal  membrane  itself,  or  to  the  uterus ; 
with  myself,  had  an  opportunity  of  ex-  orthestalkwillbelost,  asitwere,  intheca- 
amining  the  tumor  lying  forth  between  the  vity  of  the  uterus,  and  the  point  of  its  con- 
thighs.  Now,  however,  that  the  difficulty,  nexion  with  the  healthy  structures  will 
as  far  as  regarded  the  birth  of  the  child,  probably  not  be  discernible ;  we  shall  be 
was  removed,  it  became  a  question  in  able  to  pass  the  finger  all  around  it,  to 
what  manner  the  polypus  should  be  encompass  its  bulk  and  determine  its 
treated ; — whether  it  should  be  taken  away  shape. 

immediately  by  a  knife,  after  having  se-  Treatment. — Under  the  presence  of  such 
cured  the  vessels  of  the  stem  by  placing  a  a  tumor,  then,  how  shall  we  act  ? — To  it 
ligature  around  it;  or  whether  it  should  certain  extent  we  must  follow  the  common 
be  returned  into  the  vagina,  and  a  future  principles,  already  so  frequently  repeated : 
opportunity  taken  of  tying  it,  according  let  us  give  nature  a  fair  trial,  in  the  hope 
to  the  commonly-adopted  method.  In  fa-  of  witnessing  a  termination  such  as  I 
TOUT  of  the  first  suggestion,  it  might  have  have  just  detailed ;  but  if  the  patieut 
been  urged  that  the  tumor  was  at  that  begin  to  sink — if  the  pains  begin  to 
time  so  completely  under  control,  as  to  flag— if  the  parts  become  tumid,  hot,  or 
render  the  operation  one  of  the  easiest  dry,  shewing  a  disposition  to  inflame,  then 
description ;  and  against  it,  that  the  diffi-  we  must  consider  it  necessary  to  interfere ; 
culty  of  surrounding  the  stem  of  a  polypus,  and  the  Question  will  naturally  arise,  wbe- 
by  means  of  the  double  canula,  is  but  ther  we  snail  remove  the  tumor,  or  deliver 
trifling ;  and,  in  the  case  before  us,  might  the  patient  by  instrumental  means.  If 
easily  be  accomplished  at  any  time.  Be-  W6  can  deliver  easily  by  the  forceps,  let  us 
sides,— the  uterus  being  so  eminently  dis-  have  recourse  to  them,  because  they  do  no 
posed  to  take  upon  itself  inflamniatory  injury  to  the  child  or  mother;  but  if  deli- 
action  in  all  cases  after  delivery,— there  very  is  impracticable  through  their  agency, 
was  great  danger  lest  the  double  irritation  ratner  than  perforate  the  skull  a  ligature 
of  the  inflicted  wound  and  the  attached  should  be  put  around  the  stem,  and  the 
ligature  should  excite  a  disease  'which  it  tumor  should  be  cut  off  below.  On  the  re- 
would  be  difficult  to  keep  in  check,  moval  of  the  tumor  the  child's  head  will 
Again,  it  seemed  likely,  that,  as  the  ad-  probably  be  expelled, 
ventitious  growth  was  nourished  by  the  Seybalo'. ^There  is  still  another  adventi- 
same  vessels  which  supplied  the  uterus,  tious  tumor  which  may  impede  the  pas- 
these  vessels  had  become  enlarged  in  a  sage  of  the  child,  viz.  a  collection  of  faeces 
proportion  somewhat  equivalent  to  the  in  the  rectum.  It  is  not  usual  to  meet 
mcrease  in  the  calibre  of  the  uterine  with  a  case  of  this  kind  in  the  higher 
vessels  themselves.  If  such  were  the  classes  of  society;  bot  it  is  by  no  means 
case,    it  was  fair  to  infer  that,  as  the  uncommon  among  the  lower  orders  ;ftnd  I 
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have  Been  more  than  one  instance,  in  which  any  complaint  except  the  parotid  swell" 

the  mass  contained  within  the  rectnm  was  ing-.     Early  -in  the  morning'  of  the  3d, 

so  hard  and  so  laiyc,  as  for  some  time  to  ghe  awoke  in  great  distress,  with  cough' 

obstrnct  the  exit  of  the  head.  and  oppres8edl)reathinff.     When  I  saw 

It  IS  not  likely  that  we  shonld  confonnd  j.^^  (^^^„^  ^^  ^,^,^^^)   |      ^ 

this  cause  of  protraction  with  any  morbid  j«„^_       'v      u      *il-       r  •  tTr  ii 

peWic  growth ;  because  by  passing  the  fin-  ^ayerous  ;  her  breathing  fnghtfully  op- 

gcr  into  the  Tugina,  and  tracing  the  rec-  Passed,    with  a  ratUing  sound.     The 

tum,  that  gut  will  be  felt  bulging  forward ;  P"*8e  was  very  frequent,  and  there  was 

but  if  any  doubt  remain,  an  examination  ^^  ^^  room  an  intolerable  foetor.     She 

of  the  rectum  itself  will  generally  dissi.  died  about  twelve, 

pate  it  *'  Inspection, — Betwixt  the  diaphrag  m 

Treatment. — The  obyions  indication  here  and  the  upper  surface  of  the  liver  there 

is,  to  evacuate  the  contents  of  the  bowels,  was  formea  a  distinctly  defined  cavity. 

This  may  be  done  by  two  or  three  enemata  lined  by  a  cyst  of  coagulable  lymph, 

thrown  up  in  succession,  so  as  to  liquify  and  containing  at  least  a  pound  of  thin 

thefajces  and  dislodge  them.    But  cases  p„riform  matter,  of  intolerable  foetor*. 

,'!.Y.cta^I3J  wp'l'^itr.^                  t  The  right  lung  adhered  extensively  to 

inject  a  11  uid  were  rendered  nuiratory,  m     .1     j*  "1     **      j  al    j*     t_  "^ 

consequence  of  the  hardness  and  compict-  the  diaphragm,  and  the  diaphragm  was 

ness  of  the  mass.     It  has  been  advised  perforated  by  a  small  opening,  by  which 

that  we  should,  in  such  an  aggravated  ^"^  matter  from  the  abscess  had  passed 

state,  endeavour  to  empty  the  rectum  by  freely  into  the  bronchial  canals,  and  it 

means  of  the  handle  of  a  spoon.    I  need  was  traced   as  far  as  the  trunk  of  the 

not  remind  you,  that  this  cause  of  dilfi-     ■ 

ciilty  might  be  entirely  removed  by  proper  .,* '\^"  *'*?^'  a»ec  attention  lea  observations 

nttPniiiin  bpincr  t>mM  in  th*.  Ant-  onu^nntmn  ^  •^c*»  <*«  '«'«  publlfces  dans  les  Memolres  de 

attention  ueing  paid  to  tde  due  evacuaUon  PAcademle  de  Chlnirgie,  on  reconnait  qu'erl- 

of  tbe  canal  dunng  the  last  five  or  six  demment,   dans  plasienrs  cas,    Tabcis   dont  fl 

weeks  of  Utero- gestation.  Mt  qaestinn  n'aTsient  pas  leur  siege  dans  le  fole, 

maia  bien  entre  ce  vlscere   et  le   parlies  conti  • 
gu6e8,  et  d^s  lore,   trds>probablement,   dans   le 

n , perltolne.**— CAome/,  Diet,  de  Med.  XVI.  828. 

ChoBiel,  in  discussing  the  treatment  of  perito- 

CASES  AND  REMARKS,  "'*'?•  remarks,  that  "  Une  large  saign^e  disslpe, 

'  quelquefois  8ns«l,  comme  par  enchantement,  une 

Br  R.  AE.OWS-ITH,  M.D..  Coybht.t.  KiX".V"ri?ilSi  iil^'^^Z.Tot'^^ 

the  following  is  an  example  :— Mrs.  D.,  est.  40, 

[Contioaed  from  p.  92.]  had  annually,  for  the  last  two  or  three  years,  an 

^^^  attack  of  circumscribed  pain  and  tenderness  of 

■■     ■  abdomen,  with  fe? er  and  depression,  for  which 

T       T>^nf.T.r   'Pr.DT'Ti^vT'rYe  "**•  *****  **••"  treated  With  purgatives  and  local 

^' — x^ARTIAL  I'ERITONITIS.  applications,  and  from  which  she  had  each  year  a 

f*          TT       rrii                      \^'  -L    '           J*  tedious  and  Imperfect  recovery.    In  December 

Case   11.—  Ibe    case  Wbicn   immedl-  last  she  had  a  return  of  the  pain,  which  now  oc- 

ately  follows  is  from  Dr.  Abercrombie^S  cupled  the  right  side  of  the  abdomen  (chiefly  the 

work  on   Diseases  of  the  Stomarb    &c  *n8T>>n«l  region),  with  teiideniess,  fever,  slck- 

«j      i-        *^J™*^   *''   "^^   Oioniarn,  OCC.  „„g^   ^„j    depression.  •  She   bad    been   freely 

2d  edit.  p.  178.  purged,  and  had  hsd  seventeen  leeches  applied 

A   lady,  rot.  20,  was   seized  with  pe-  ^}^  evening  before  I  saw  her.    The  leeches  pro- 

*.•■''       .1        A.1      T   1        lortn    i*  dnced  some  transient  relief,  but  the  pain  and 

ntonitlS    on    the    Srth   July,    1822,  from  sickness  aft^frwards  recurred  with  severity.    She 

which  she  was  convalescent  on  the  12th.  v<ui  placed  upright  in  bed,  and  bled  ad  deliqufvtn 

On    that  nitrht  she  took  anerient  nilU  (abont  20  ounces  of  blood  were  lost),  with  Imme- 

yjn   inai  ni^nt  sue  iook  aneneni  puis,  ^4,^^,^  ^^^  complete  relief.-  The  bleeding  was  foi- 

which    operated    with    much    irritation,  lowed  by  a  dose  of  opium  and  calomel,  and  a 

and  the  symptoms  of  inflammation  re-  J"f'«^  was  applied  to  the  side  of  the  abdomen. 

.            1        y.*    '^          J  j^  1     r^      •  when  she  first  sat  up,  she  complained  of  a  drag- 

tunicd,  with  a  g^ood  deal  of  depression  ;  gi„g  wnsalion  in  the  part,  but  she  had  no  return 

but  in  a  few  days  she  was  a^ain  conva-  of  palo  or  slckneu,  and  her  recovery  was  rapid 

Wnt     About  the  20th   fshe  bad  pain  '°^;rt°,X.rilo.i..u«.tagt.d...n5.....««„.of. 

m    the   hepatic  reg^lOU,  which  was  autte  or  morbid  products  in  portions  of  the  peritoneum, 

Temoved   by  local  olee'dinir,  and  all  her  "*»  doubt,  often  lead  at  a  future  period  to  general 

symptoms  -^xre  favourabfe     About  the  ?Sjr.'«™  om/r,?,T.'a.rw''h;hr.f  dlUVr 

25th  she   had  a  parotid  swelling',  which  geueral  peritonitis.    The  treatment  of  the  ca^e 

.dvanced   slowly    to   supBuralfon,  and  Jj-  ^SltX^ ^Tiii^oS''»^^^n^':^i 

was  01  COIlSiaerabJe  size ;   but  she  would  portion  of  omentum  was  found  to  have  under- 

not  consent  to  its  beine  opened.  ?""«  »  previous   thickening  and  alteration   of 

((  n^  a.^  .«:^k4.  «r  *n«  Aa  ^r  a..^..««  >»  structure  (from  circumscribed  inflammation,  no 

On  Uie  niffht  of  the  2d  of  August,"  doubt),  and  contained  within  a  sac  a  grumoua 

says    Dr.  A.,  *'  she  went  to   bed   m  her  fluid,  which  had  little  or  no  resemblance  to  pus. 

usual  health,  havinir  been  in  the  draw-  This  previously  dUeased  ■Jructnre  had  originated 
•                    *i            r  .1*     1                1      •.!       .the  general  peritonitis,  of  which  it  formed  tU« 

liig-room  tlirough  the  day,  and  without  point  de  depart. 
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tncbea.  The  liver  was  sound  in  its  in-  applied  to  tbe  hjpocfaondrium  sereral 
teraal  structure,  but  on  its  peritoneal  times.  The  pain  was  called  rheumatic, 
coat  there  were  some  marks  of  inflam-  At  the  end  or  fifteen  days  it  ceased,  but 
mation.  The  intestines  adhered  to  each  since  that  period  he  has  constantly  ex- 
other  throug^h  almost  their  whole  ex-  perienced  a  sense  of  constriction  and 
tent,  to  the  omentum  and  to  the  parietes  uneasiness  in  the  left  hjpocbondrium. 
of  the  abdomen ;  so  that  no  portion  of  He  had  not  perceired  the  existence  of 
intestine  could  betraced  without  tearing^  the  tumor,  wnich,  however,  was  tender 
these  adhesions,  which  were  soft,  on  pressure.  The  decumbent  position 
Throughout  this  mass  of  disease  there  was  unaffected  by  it  From  these  cir- 
were,  in  seyeral  places,  cavities  of  va-  cumstances  we  conjectured  that  the  tu- 
rious  sizes,  containing  purulent  matter;  mor  was  not  formed  by  the  spleen,  but 
one  of  these,  on  the  rig^ht  side,  seemed  that  it  was  developed  in  the  peritoneum ; 
to  communicate  by  a  small  canal  with  having*  its  origin  in  a  partial  inflamma- 
tbe  great  abscess  above  the  liver.  In  tion  of  that  membrane,  which  three 
the  posterior  part  of  the  pelvis,  behind  years  previously  had  announced  itself 
the  uterus,  another  great  abscess  was  oy  pain  in  the  left  hypochondrium.  The 
discovered,  containing  nearly  a  pound  pulmonary  affection  soon  proved  fatal, 
of  thin  foetid  pus.  It  was  formed  by  ad-  "  Inspection. — On  opening  the  abdo- 
hesions  betwixt  the  intestine,  the  uterus,  men,  the  tumor  recognized  during  life 
and  the  ovaria,  so  that  it  was  completely  was  found  in  the  left  hypochondrium. 
cut  off  from  the  other  parts,  and  remained  It  had  at  least  the  volume  of  two  large 
entire  after  the  examination  of  them  had  oranges  united.  Above,  it  separated 
been  concluded."  the  spleen  from  the  abdominal  parietes. 

Case  III. — Andral,  in  his  *  Clinique  and  extended  below  to  the  supra-renal 

Midicale  (tom.  iv.  p.  664),   relates  the  capsule.     It   was   united   to  tne  parts 

following  case : —  with    which    it   was    in    contact    by 

^'  A  printer,  «t.  23,  entered  La  Cha-  rather  firm  adhesions.  It  was  fiuc- 
rite,  far  advanced  in  tubercular  phthi-  tuating  to  the  touch.  The  moment  an 
sis.  Moreover,  below  the  cartilaginous  incision  was  made,  a  sero-purulent, 
border  of  the  left  false  ribs,  the  abdomi.  inodorous,  dirty-white  fluid,  spirted 
nal  parietes  were  elevated  b^  a  tumor,  forth.  The  walls  of  the  cavity  were 
rather  oblong  than  round,  which  appear-  formed  of  white  cellulo-fibrous  tissue, 
ed  to  pass  behind  the  ribs,  an^  was  felt  four  or  five  lines  tliick.  No  other  morbid 
to  extend  the  breadth  of  four  fingers  be-  appearance  existed  in  the  peritoneum*." 
neath  them.  Transversely,  it  reached  tt  n 
from  the  level  of  the  abdominal  extre-  II.— Coma  from  Jaundice. 
mity  of  the  eleventh  rib  almost  to  the  Drowsiness  speedily  supervening  on 
linea  alba.  Percussion  elicited  a  very  sudden  attacks  of  jaundice,  preceded  by 
dull  sound  at  the  lower  part  of  the  tho-  sudden,  violent,  and  transient  pain  in 
rax  on  that  side  where  usually  the  pre-  the  epigastrium,  unattended  by  any 
sence  of  gas  in  the  great  cul  de  sac  of  disturoance  of  tbe  pulse,  has  occurred 
the  stomach  renders  it  more  resonant  to  my  observation  on  so  many  occasions, 
than  elsewhere.  This  dulness  of  sound  that  I  cannot  but  conclude  it  must  have 
could  only  depend  on  the  three  following  been  noticed  by  practitioners  in  gene- 
circumstances : — 1st,  a  pleuritic  effu-  ral.  I  am  not  aware  that,  in  connexion 
sion,  which  had  depressed  the  diaphragpn  with  these  symptoms,  it  oftentimes  pro- 
and  thrust  the  spleen  forward ;  2aly,  ceeds  to  fatal  coma ;  but  I  have  reason 
unusual  development  of  the  spleen  it-  to  believe  that  it  does  so  occasionally, 
self;  or,  3dly,  a  tumor  of  new  forma-  and  it  is  difficult  not  to  conclude,  that 
tion,  origina'ting  in  the  neighbourhood  the  sudden  pain  and  its  consequences 
of  this  organ.  But  there  was  no  other  arise  from  a  mechanical  obstruction  in 
symptom  of  pleuritic  effusion,  nor  had  the  gall  ducts.  In  the  fifth  volume  of 
he  ever  had  intermittent  fever — anaffec-  the  Medical  Repository,  a  case  is  re- 
tion  which  often  leaves  an  engora^ment  lated  which  ^oes  to  corroborate  some 
of  the  spleen.  Three  years  oefore,  he  part  of  this  view.  A  woman  was  8ud. 
had  experienced  in  that  situation  a  denly  seized  with  jaundice,  and  died  the 
very  acute  pain,  which  had  obliged  him  same  night  of  coma.  A  calculus  was 
to  keep  his  bed  for  several  days:  the  found  sticking  in  the  gall  duct,  and  the 
pain  was  accompanied   by  fever.     He       .  ««^»i.  r.    i,  »  » 1 — TT — ^,  , 

'                   t.1   J        '       It         'j  t.     1 1       1  *  See  al«o  Cuoke**  Blorgainii,  vol.  li.  p.204.  for 

was  once  bled  generally,  and  bad  leeches  cas««  of  peritoneal  abscess  f^om  injuriei. 
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duct  was  raptured.  Dr.  Marsh  *,  of  If,  bowever,  we  re6ect  on  the  modifi- 
Dubliii,  drew  the  attention  of  the  pro-  cations  in  composition,  (undefined,  it  is 
fession,  several  years  ago,  to  the  occur-  true,  at  present  hy  chemical  analysis,) 
rente  of  fatal  coma,  in  connexion  with  which  the  biliary  secretion  undergoes  in 
jaundice  in  hepatic  diseases ;  and  Dr.  diflferent  states  of  the  system,  we  shall 
Alison  t  remarks,  that  several  cases,  in  cease  to  be  surprised,  probably,  at  the 
all  material  respects  similar  to  those  of  variety  of  the  symptoms  produced  by  its 
Dr.  Marsh,  had  occurred  to  himself.  In  absorption ;  and  we  may  reasonably  con- 
another  place  he  observes,  that  these  iecture  that  a  morbid  condition  of  the 
*'  sudden  attacks  of  coma  are  not  always  bile  itself  may  afford  one  source  of  ex- 
explained  by  effusion  within  the  era-  planation  of  the  supervention  of  fatal 
nium  ;"  and  that  *'  it  is  uncertain  whe-  coma  in  jaundice, 
ther  it  can  be  ascribed,  as  in  the  case  of  That  there  is  a  foundation  in  nature 
disease  of  the  kidneys,  to  retention  of  for  the  opinion  held  in  this  country, 
matter  destined  to  excretion."  Dr.  Mac-  (however  derided  that  opinion  may 
leod  and  Mr.  Gilbert  Burnett  t  have  de-  have  been  by  some  French  authors), 
scribed  two  valuable  cases,  having  a  namely,  that  a  vitiated  or  anormal  con- 
good  deal  of  analogy  with  those  already  dition  of  the  bile  is  the  source  of  very 
adyerted  to;  and  it  appears  to  be  the  disordered  states  of  the  system,  can 
opinion  of  all  these  gentlemen,  as  well  scarcely  be  doubted,  if  we  attend  only 
as  of  a  more  recent  writer,  Dr.  Griffin  §,  to  the  alterations  in  the  sensible  pro- 
of Limerick,  that  fatal  coma  in  jaundice  perties  of  that  fluid,  as  revealed  to  us  in 
follows  the  supvrestian  of  the  secretion  the  examination  of  dead  bodies ;  but  we 
of  bile,  radier  tnan  its  absorption  from  a  must  patiently  await  the  researches  and 
mechanical  obstruction  to  the  flow  of  it  co-operation  of  accomplished  chemical 
into  the  duodenum.  Without  enter-  pathologists,  ere  we  shall  be  able  to 
taining  any  doubt  that  the  suppression  invest  the  notions  in  question  with  an 
of  the  secretion  of  bile  may  prove  fatal  exact  and  scientific  character.  Not  to 
through  an  affection  of  the  brain,  obser-  dwell  on  the  observations  of  StoU,  Fre- 
vation  has  also  impressed  me  with  the  derick  Hofl'man,  and  others*,  I  may  be 
belief  that  the  absorption  of  bile  conse-  permitted  to  support  the  view  now  taken 
quent  on  a  sudden  mechanical  obstnic-  oy  the  recent  remarks  of  the  sagacious 
tion  to  the  flow  of  it  through  the  duct,  and  unprejudiced  M.  Andral.  Afler  re- 
will  sometimes  have  the  same  effect,  counting  some  anormal  appearances  of 
How  it  happens  that  jaundice  is,  on  bile,  and  adverting  to  the  fact  that  they 
many  occasions,  free  from  this  serious  sometimes  concur  with  morbid  altera- 
complication,  and  not  so  in  others,  is  a  tions  in  the  structure  of  the  liver,  and, 
ouestion  which  cannot  at  present  be  sa-  on  the  other  hand,  are  not  unfrequently 
tisfactorily  answered  ||.  found  in  an  apparently  healthy  condition 

of  that  organ,  M.   Andral  proceeds:— 

**  The  knowledge  of  these  facts  appears 

•  Dublin  Hotpiui  Report..  voL  lu.  to  me  to  be  not  unimportant.  They  tend 

t  Eleincntt  of  Pathology,  p.  222,  .        i        .     ,       .           '^iv^aI.            ir 

t  Loud.  Med.  Gaf.YoiTT.  page  631.  to  elevate  (so  to  speak)  to  the  rank  of 

I  Dnblln  Medical  Journal,  No.  xiL  p.  .146.— Dr.      

Oriflln  has  related  four  caaee  of  head  affection, 

conjoined  with  Jaundiced  akin  and  conjunctiva,  riout  breathing,  and  death  In  funr  hours  (Monro's 
Two  of  these  terminated  fatally,  and  two  reco-  Elem.  of  Anatomy,  Edio.  IS'Ib,  vol.  1.  page  680.) 
Tered  ^  and  the  recovery  was  pretty  cridently  due  Mr.  Phillips  has  recently  prosecuted  the  same  in- 
to active  purgation.  Dr.  O.  has  not  mentioned  quiry.  **  If  two  drachms  of  bile,**  says  he,  *'  be 
the  exiilecce  of  epigastric  pain,  and  he  has  Injected  Into  the  femoral  vein  of  an  ordinary 
omitted  to  state  the  colour  of  the  alvlne  dejec-  sited  dog.  In  a  few  hours  he  becomes  Jaandlced, 
tions  I  so  that  whether  (he  secretion  of  bile  was  comatose,  and  dies.  If  the  quantity  be  lessened, 
suppressed  or  not  in  these  cases,  we  have  no  suf-  the  effects  are  less  marked.  In  either  case  the 
llclent  evidence  to  shew.  Morgagni  recognised  urine  and  other  secretions  become  tinged  with 
the  tupfrmsitm  of  the  secretion  as  one  csose  of  bile.**  (Lond.  Med.  Gas.  June  1889,  p.  426:  On 
jsundlce.  He  says.  **The  matter  of  the  bile  may  the  Functions  of  the  Liver,  and  Uses  ut  the  Bile.) 
■ccamulate  In  the  blood,  either  In  consequence  of  *  Marx  has  collected  extracts  from  the  writings 


disorder  of  Ihe  blood  itself  or  some  afection  of  Fred.  Hoffman,  Hebenntreit,  MorKSgni.  Tron- 

Hf  the  eecretorjf  organ,**  Ac— Cooiire'f  Morgagni,  chin,  and  others,  descriptive  of  the   effects  of 

vol.  il.  page  200.  vitiated  or  profusely- secreted  bite  on  the  ail  men- 

I  Monro,  feewircriM,  injected  bile  Into  the  serous  tary  canal— effects  which  sppeared  to  thei«e  ob- 

cavities  and  cellular  membrane  of  animals,  In  or-  servers  to  simulate  the  consequences  of  irritant 

der  experimentally  to  ascertain  Its  effects  on  the  poisons  Internally  admlniotered. — **  Die  Lehre 

animal  economy.    Bile  Injected  into  the  abdomen  von  denGlften.**  i.  11.  S05,  307,  and  400.    See  also 

of  s  rabbit  was  fatal  In  two  hours,  without  pro-  Cruvellhler,  In  "  Diet,  de  Med.  et  Chir.  pratlq." 

ducing  Inflammation  or  Jaundice*    Injected  Into  vlif .  822 }  and  In  particular.  Portal's  "  Memoirea 

the  ceUular  membrane  of  the  back  In  a  pig.  It  aur  la  Nature  et  le  Traitemcot  de  plusicurs  Mala- 

speedily  produced  dtbllltatlDg  effecto,  with  Iftbo-  dlc«»"  v.  66. 
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positiTe    idem,  an    opinion  which,   in  flesh,  having  of  late  accustomed  him. 

En|i^and  especially,  has  numerous  par^  self,    but    not   immoderately,    to  malt 

tiaaiis;  and  according  to  which  a  cer-  liquor,  in  lieu  of  other  beverage.    On 

tain  nnmber  of  disorders  of  diction  the  erening  of  the  27th  he  was  seized 

are  considered  to  depend  on  a  vitiated  with  a  severe  pain  of  the  epigastrium, 

secretion  of  bile."    He  then  continues :  which  was  considered  to  be  **  spasm  of 


with  respect  to  colour,  from  a  pure  jel-  skin  was  observed  to  be  yellow,  and  he 

low  to  the  deepest  black,  and  in  consis-  became    drowsy.    The  drowsiness    in- 

tence  finom  that  of  water  to  a  very  thick  creased  a  good  deal  towards  evening, 

syrup,   or    even    to    complete  solidity,  and  in  the  course  of  tlie  night  passed 

There  are  some  kinds  of  bile,  whicn,  into  decided  coma.    I  was  culed  to  him 

placed  in  contact  with  the  skin,  excite  a  at  eight  o'clock  this  morning,  when  he 

disagreeable  sensation  of  pungent  heat  could  be  roused  only  with  difficulty,  and 

and  pricking ;  and  on  this  point  we  may  then  imperfectly ;  ne,  however,  recog- 

refer  to  the  experiments  of  Morga^i,  nized  and  spoke  to  me.     He  had  no 

who,  having  inserted  bile  collected  from  paralysis  of  the  limbs ;  the  pupils  were 

different  bodies  into  the  cellular  tissue  natural ;  the  breathing  was    attended 

of  various  animals,  found  that  in  some  by  some  heaving  of  the  shoulders,  but 

cases  it  only  acted  locally  as  a  simple  was  not  stertorous;  the  skin  was  yellow, 

foreign   body,    without    any  injurious  the  features  sharp,  the  temperature  na- 

effect  from  its  absorption;    whilst   in  tural;    the    pulse    was    unaccelerated, 

otbers  it  produced  an  action  eminently  feeble,  and  irregular.    He  was  free  from 

deleterious.'*  —  '^  The  modifications  in  pain  of  the  stomach :  the  stools  were 

the  qualities  of  the  bile  now  adverted  to,  nearly  white ;  the  urine  passed  involun- 

are  not  the  only  alterations  of  this  fluid  tarily,  and  smelt  strong.     There  was 

of  which  I  have  ascertained  the  exist-  some  muttering   and  tendency  to  de- 

ence  in  the  dead  body.     One  circum-  lirium,  for  he  made  several  rather  per- 

stance  has  especially  struck  me  in  a  severing  attempts  to  get  out  of  bed. 

considerable    number  of  pott  mortem        Af\er  rousing  him,  he  was  enabled  to 

examinations,    and  that  is,  the  prodi-  swallow  a  large  dose  of  calomel,  and 

gious  quantity  of  bile  contained  m  the  some  blood  was  taken  from  the  arm ; 

intestinal  canal   in  certain  individuals  but  as  the  pulse  and  breathing  very  de- 

wfao  have  had  during  life  a  profuse  diar-  cidedly  failed  during  the  flow  of  blood, 

rbcem.    As  to  the  liver,  it  presents  no  not  more  than  six  ounces  were  taken. 

appreciable    alteration  ;    it    is    simply  The  effusion  of  cold  water,  by  pouring 

^rged  with  bile.    The  intestinal  canal  it  on  the  head  from  some  heignt,  was 

IS  sometimes  deeply  affected ;  the  mucous  practised,   at    first   with   the  effect  of 

membrane  is  inflamed,  disorganized,  and  rousing  the  sensibility;    but  this  ad- 

ulcerated :  sometimes,  on  the  contrary,  vantage  was  transient :  he  soon  relapsed 

it  exhibits  no  other  pereeptible  lesion  into  his  former  state.    Leeches  to  the 
r       r   .              .  .  ....  .  ^^^^ 


car- 
»ut  no 

case,  we  say,  with  M.  Broussais,  that  improvement    took    place :    the    pulse 

the  biliary  flux  was  consecutive  tointes-  failed,  the  breathing  oecame  more  labo- 

tinal  irritation,   this  liaiton  is  by  no  rious,  and  at  length  stertorous,  and  he 

means  so  clear  in  the  second*."              '  expired  during  the  night. 

I  shall  now  detail  a  case  in  which  The  blood  drawn  did  not  coagulate 

the  brain  sufiered  from  the  absorption  firmly.    A  film  of  serum  which  covered 

nf  biley  as  it  appears  to  me ;  and  in  the  sur&ce  was  of  a  deep  orange  co- 

which  that  absorption  was  determined  lour*. 

Sa  sudden  mecoanical  obstruction  in  As  the  body  was  not  examined  afler 

i  gall  ducts.  death,  the  actual  existence  of  gall  stones 

jftv.  29,  1832.— Mr.  L.,  set.  63,  had  was  not  demonstrated.    I  suppose  them, 

enjoyed  good  health  during  many  years,  nevertheless,  to  have  originated  the  train 

For  some  months  past  he  had  gained     

— ^ ~~  w*  See  Doblia  Med.  Journal,  No.  vl.  845,  for 

•  Clinlquc  Medicftle,  It,  213,  317.  ■i»ly«U  of  blood  in  Janndlee. 
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of  morbid  symptoms  just  detailed.     If  as  well  as  on  the  present^  gall  stones 

this  opinion  is  incorrect,  then  sudden  were  found. 

and  violent  pain  in  the  epig^astrium,  oc-  Another  instance  has  very  recently 
curring  to  a  person  in  health,  quickly  occurred  to  me,  which  shews  the  effect 
followed  by  jaundiced  skin,  and  absence  of  absorption  of  bile  in  producing  an  af- 
of  bile  in  the  stools,  and  unaccompanied  fection  of  the  brain.  A  man,  eet.  43,  had 
by  any  disturbance,  or  at  least  excite-  been  ill  three  weeks  with  bad  cough, 
ment  of  the  circulation,  are  not  pathog-  dyspnoea,  and  copious  but  difficult  ex> 
nomonic,  as  they  have  commonly  been  pectoration  of  thick  white  mucus,  with 
supposed  to  be,  of  the  passage  of  gall  fever.  On  the  16th  of  February  his 
»tones.  Gall  stones  may  obstruct  the  complexion  was  observed  to  be  yellow. 
duet,  and  cause  jaundice,  without  occa-  On  the  17th  I  saw  him,  when,  in  addi- 
aioning  pain,  as  was  the  case  in  the  in-  tion  to  the  symptoms  before  named,  he 
stance  previously  quoted  from  the  Medi-  complained  of  acidity  and  flatulence, 
cal  Repository ;  but  can  symptoms  oc-  and  frequent  vomiting  of  food  brought 
curring  in  toe  order  just  enumerated,  on  by  coughing.  He  had  no  pain  of 
arise  Irom  any  other  cause  ?  I  think  epigastrium ;  the  fieces  were  deep  yel- 
we  have  no  suflicient  proof  of  it,  whilst  low,  and  the  urine  orange-coloured.  On 
we  have  abundance  tnat  they  are  the  the  19th  he  was  fully  jaundiced ;  and  on 
ordfiitary  signs  of  sudden  ana  transient  that  day  and  the  following  was  very 
mechanical  obstruction  of  the  ductus  drowsy,  the  stools  and  urine  continuing 
communis  choledochus*.  It  is  a  ques-  of  a  deep  colour.  A  blister  was  ap- 
tion  deserving  of  consideration,  whether,  plied  to  the  chest ;  he  was  freely  pur^^d 
in  coma  from  absorj^tion  of  bile,  bleed-  oy  mercurial  purgatives,  and  took  dig^i. 
ing  is  an  appropnate  remedy.  The  talis  and  alkalies.  On  the  21  st  the  y el- 
case  just  now  related  was  far  advanced  lowness  and  drowsiness  were  much  re- 
before  it  was  practised ;  but  in  narco-  lieved,  as  well  as  the  pectoral  s^^mptoms. 
tism,  which  is  a  very  analogous  state,  This  man  had  been  previously  healthy, 
bleeding  is  injurious  {if  all  the  poison  be  In  this  case  there  was  neither  obstruc- 
not  previously  expelled),  from  promot-  tion  nor  suppression  of  the  biliary  secre- 
ing  tlie  farther  absorption  of  the  poison ;  tion.  It  was  no  doubt  similar  to  some 
and  it  may  be  presumed  it  would  have  a  of  the  cases  recorded  by  Andral,  Aber- 
similar  ettect  in  the  kind  of  case  under  crombie,  Sec,  in  some  of  which  jaundice 
consideration.  was  occasioned  by  inflammation  of  the 
I  have  seen  several  cases  of  jaundice,  convex  portion  of  the  liver,  communi- 
illustrating  the  one  just  described,  which,  cated  from  the  lungs ;  in  others  from  an 
immediately  following  sudden  violent  inflammatory  affection  of  the  mucous 
and  transient  epigastric  pain,  was  al-  membrane  of  the  stomach  or  duo- 
most  as  immediately  followed  by  drow-  denum*. 
siness ;  and  where,  aAer  the  cessation  of 
the  pain,  and  the  return  of  the  due  ex-  III.— Tremolement  Metallique. 

cretion  of  the  bile,  the  health  has  been  fj^^  «,.««„*„  «r  «.;i^:n».  ;«  ^^^^^  ^« 

,.,             .  . ,'.  1     I      ffi        i*       1  -ine  process  ot  fifilamg  is  earned  on 

speedily  re-established.     Two  females    ^_ ^        ° 

<^e  under  my  care  in  1832,  in  whom  ^  „  ^^^^  ^^^  p,„„^„,,  ^„  j,,^^^,^   ^„  „^ 

this  succession  ot   symptoms  arose.      In  tronre  aucone  altirntlon  ni  dmns  le  fole.  ul  d«o» 

each   there  were  several   attacks  of  vio-  •€»<l<pendaDce«,nldai«le«organe»qul,  parleur 

1-^*  ^»:^     «1.A   :«..»^:^^  .«^  <l »«.»«:«««.  altnallon  on  leur  nature,  p«uvent  exercer  quelque 

lent  pam,   the  jaundice  and  drowsiness  inflaeoce  .ur  I'apparellWpaUque.    Farm!  lea  In- 

immediately     following;     and     after    a  dividua  qnl  vUSent  dana  ce  caa,  ll  y  en  aralt  ches 

short  time  all  subsided,  leaving  the  pa-  l««*»?f'r  *!  j"^*""**"  maladie  avait  ^t^  nctdre. 

".     V         \^                ,    /       *!  .«(5  Mjw  |#«»-  jj^  6tttJent  devenaa  jaanea  aana  aroir  €pTe\xr€ 

tients,  as  they  were  before  the  attacks,  in  d'allleara  ancun  autre  accident  morbide.    Cttte 

very  good  health.     One  of  these  women  j^unU^e  darait  cbea  enz  de  hoU  joun  k  an  moia, 

U^A   «»4»«*»  <»■«••«  *>m^%miMx,mmlmr    •«  Mt^.^L-  iorsqu*ume  uutrt  afeetion  Us  eniratnait  lout  d 

bad,  twenty  years  previously,  an  attack  coupau  tombmn.    U  poaa^de  troia  obaervatlona 

precisely  similar,   and   on  that  occasion,  de  ce  genre  i  dnna  la  premiere,  la  mort  fut  le  r6- 

_____^^,^_____^^_^____^_^.^_^____  aaltat  d'une  hemorrhagic  c^r^bralr  ;  dana  la  bp- 

conde,  elle  fut  due  k  une  p^ritonlte  aoralgue ;  et 

*  Andral,  after  deacrlblng  the  order  of  aynip-  dana  la  trolal^me,  la  mort  ent  Ilea  aubltement, 

tome  aboTC  enamerated,  and  attrlbatiug  them  In  aana  qae  I'oiiTerture  da  cadarre  montr4t  aacune 

general  to  the  paaaage  of  biliary  calculi,  aaka —  lesion  qui  pftt  en  rendre  compte.    Dans  denx  de 

"  Mala  en  eat  re  la  I'unlqoe  cause  ?**   And  adopt-  ces  caa,la  compUle  decoloration  dea  aellea  annon- 

Ing  a  train  of  reasoning  which  appears  to  me  far  q\\t  que  penda^nt  la  Tie  la  bile  avalt  ceaa^  d'arrl- 

from  cnnrinclng.  Infers  that  they  may  aometlmes  ver  dons  le  duod^aom  i  dana  le  troiaUnie  cas,  lea 

arlfieftom  hepatic  rollc.  or  neuralgia  of  the  liver,  evacuailon*   alrincs    avalent   6tA    constammeni 

— C/in.  Medicate,  ir.  221.  jaunes.'*-  Clin.  AUdlcule^  iy.  220. 
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in  this  citj  in  connexion  with  the  watch  tributes  his  complaints  to  having  worked 
maunfacture,  one  of  the  staple  trades  of  lately  in  a  shop  which  is  damp  and  cold, 
the  place ;  and  artisans  occupied  in  that  and  m  which  the  draught  of  the  chim- 
department,  especially  those  who  are  in«  ney  is  not  good.  He  has  been  slightly 
temperate,  or  inattentive  to  cleanliness,  afllected  for  six  months,  but  the  tremors 
are  sometimes  affected  with  that  weak-  have  not  been  severe ;  thej  are  now 
ness  and  involuntary  jactitation  of  the  worse.  On  every  attempt  to  exercise 
muscles  which  has  of  late  received  the  the  voluntary  muscles,  the  tremors  take 
name  of  tremblement  metallimie — a  de-  place.  The  first  symptom  wa»  weak- 
»ignation  conferred  on  the  disease  by  ness  of  the  fore-arms,  and  pain  of  the 
Merat,  in.  his  Traiti  de  la  Colique  Me-  elbows.  The  pulse  is  rather  weak ;  the 
tallique.  The  late  Dr.  Darwall  *  states  functions  all  natural, 
that  artisans  employed  in  the  manipu-  As  the  extract  of  oonium  had  been  re- 
lation of  mercury,  or  exposed  to  the  va-  commended  in  this  disease  in  the  Ga- 
pours  of  that  metal,  are  subject  to  ulce-  zette*,  I  determined  to  try  it  He  was 
rations  and  other  symptoms,  usually  directed  to  take  four  grains  night  and 
ascribed  to  pseudo-syphuis ;  but  I  have  moniing.  On  the  26th  he  had  less 
never  seen  any  other  ill  effect  than  the  trembling  and  weakness ;  the  bowels 
muscular  tremors,  nor  can  I  learn  that  were  confined.  He  was  ordered  some 
any  other  have  been  observed  in  this  common  opening  mixture,  and  to  conti- 
town.  nue  the  conium.    Nothing  more  was 

An  efficient  remedy  for  the  removal  of  heard  of  him  at  this  period, 
the  tremors  is  still  a  desideratum  in  prac-  Nov.  15th,  1833. — Walmsley  applied 
tice.  Darwall,  the  most  recent  writer  again,  having  had  tremors  for  six  weeks, 
on  the  subject,  says  that  all  means  have  and  taken  the  conium  without  any  ad- 
proved  equally  useless  in  his  hands ;  but  vantage.  He  had  remained  well  since 
refers  to  the  reported  successful  admini-  last  year  to  the  time  now  mentioned, 
stration  of  the  nitrate  of  silver  by  the  After  his  former  illness,  he  returned  to 
Chevalier  Sementini.  Dr.  Darwall  had  work  in  a  dry  warm  shop  in  an  upper 
not  tried  the  nitrate,  nor  have  I  any  ex-  story,  but  lately  has  ffone  back  to  the 
perience  of  it;  but  having  witnessed  the  damp  colder  shop  on  the  ground  floor; 
beneficial  effects  of  strychnia  in  some  and  to  that  circumstance  attributes  the 
cases  of  paralysis,  where  there  was  rea-  recurrence  of  his  complaint.  He  has 
son  to  think  the  organization  of  theuer-  pain  of  both  elbows,  with  weakness  of 
vous  centres  was  not  considerably  in-  the  fingers,  and  a  ^reat  deal  of  trem- 
jored,  I  thought  it  not  an  improbable  bling,  and  even  jactitation,  oil  every  at- 
remedy  in  the  muscular  weakness  and  tempt  to  exercise  the  muscles.  Hisnead 
tremors  from  mercurial  poisonf .  Every  does  not  shake ;  all  the  functions  are 
one  knows  that  these  tremors,  which  are  natural.  He  was  directed  to  take  a  pill 
sometimes  irremediable,  will  sometimes  containing  one-sixth  of  a  grain  of 
also  cease  spontaneously,  if  the  patient  strychnia  twice  a  day. 
^withdraw  nimself  from  the  influence  22. — Owing  to  some  misconception, 
of  the  exeiting  cause.  It  would  be  for  two  days  he  took  two  pills  for  a  dose 
wrong,  therefore,  to  adopt  the  maxim,  twice  daily.  For  two  hours  after  each 
poBt  hoc  ergo  propter  hocy  with  dose  he  had  violent  spasms  of  the  mus- 
reference  to  any  remedy  in  this  disease,  cles  of  the  extremities  and  body  gene- 
until  its  efficacy  was  established  by  a  rally.  I  witnessed  one  of  these  attacks, 
aeries  of  cases.  In  the  case  of  Walms-  He  had  no  trismus,  but  the  spasms  were 
ley,  which  immediately  follows,  the  ef-  violent  and  general.  The  face  was  pal- 
fects  of  an  over-dose  of  the  alkaloid  were  lid  ;  the  forehead  bedewed  with  perspi- 
strikinof  and  characteristic,  and  appa-  ration  from  the  exertion.  The  breath- 
rently  led.  to  speedy  improvement.  ing  was  distressed,  from  spasm  of  the 

Nov.  23d,  1832. Walmsley,  set.  respiratory  muscles,  and  a  good  deal  of 

31,  has  worked  at  the  trade  seventeen  exhaustion  succeededf.     The  pills  were 

years,  and  was  never  '*  nervous,"  as  the  altogether   omitted,  and   to-day  he  is 

workmen  express  it,  till  now.     He  at-  much  better  than  before  he  begun  to 

< -^- — take  them.    The  pulse  is  weak ;  he  re- 


•  Cyclof}.  Pract.  Med.  i.  153. 


Iv.  \h7i  ftud  ElHotstfD,  In  Lond.  Med.  Gaiette,  *  Lond.  Med.  Oasette,  Oct.  1832,  p.  82. 
Jnly  1888,  p.  AS2,  on  the  Trefttoient  of  Paralyile  t  See  Chrletiion  on  Polions,  2d  edit.  p. 
ftma  the  Polton  of  Lead,  by  Strychnia.  the  physiological  ciTects  of  ttrgchno§  on  maa. 
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sumed  the  use  of  the  strychnia  in  the  He  has  worked  in  the  same  shop  with 

dose  of  a  sixth  of  a  grain  twice  a  dav.  Walmsley,  and  like  him  attributes  the 

Dec.  23d. — He  has*  been  so  much  bet-  return  of  his  complaint  to  the  cold  damp 
ter,  that  he  did  not  present  himself  till  state  of  the  shop,  and  the  imperfect 
to^aj,  and  then  in  consequence  of  be-  draught  of  the  fire.  He  has  no  head- 
ing requested  to  do  so.  I^  has  scarcely  ache,  and  the  functions  are  all  natural, 
any  tremors.  He  continues  the  pills,  A  sixth  of  a  grain  of  strychnia  to  be 
and  made  the  observation  spontaneously,  taken  twice  a  day. 
without  any  leading  question  being^put  Jan.  3d,  1834.— The  tremors  are  bet- 
to  him,  that  he  did  not  feel  so  well  u  he  ter.  -  A  fourth  of  a  grain  of  the  alkaloid 
left  them  off.  to  be  taken  twice  a  day. 

Feb.  27th,  1834.— I  met  Walmsley  in  10th.--Still  farther  improved.   A  third 

the  street  to^ay ;  he  has  worked  since  of  a  grain  of  strychnia  to  be  taken  twice 

the  middle  of  December,  and  is  free  from  a  day.     He  returned  to  work  three  days 

tremors.    The  fore-arms  continue  weak,  since. 

and  he  has  yet  pain  in  the  elbows  at  17th.— He  has  continued  to  work,  and 

times.  nearly  well,  till  to-day.  This  morning  he 

was  suddenly  seized  with  a  paroxysm  of 

April  Ist,  1833. — H.  Sprason,  a?t.  39,  trembling  and  spasms,  it  appears, 
has  oecn  employed  about  twenty  years  therefore,  as  mignt  have  been  antici- 
in  gilding.  The  tremors  came  on  ra-  pated,  that  the  a&aloid  has  no  power  in 
ther  more  than  a  year  since,  for  the  first  preventing  the  recurrence  of  the  corn- 
time,  but  in  a  slight  degree ;  they  are  plaint,  if  the  patient  be  exposed  to  the 
now  very  bad.  In  general,  so  long  as  mercurial  vapours :-  and  a  circumstance 
he  does  not  attempt  the  performance  of  mentioned  by  Professor  Christison  shews 
an  act  of  volition,  the  muscles  are  not  how  comparatively  sliflfht  an  exposure  to 
ajgitated ;  but  on  attempting  any  mo-  the  exciting  cause  of  the  tremors  mi^ 
tion,  the  tremors  and  jactitation  occur,  produce  them  even  in  a  very  aggravated 
The  head  remains  steady ;  the  voice  is  form.  In  his  work  on  Poisons,  he  in- 
tremulous,  pretty  much  like  that  of  a  stances  the  case  of  a  barometer-maker 
person  during  rigor*.  The  pulse  is  (related  to  him  by  Mr.  Hardinffer,  the 
weak  and  slow ;  he  complains  of  weak-  celebrated  mineralogist),  who,  irom  ex- 
ness,  and  his  mind  is  easily  agitated,  posure  to  the  mercurial  vapours  during 
He  has  headache  and  drowsiness,  and  one  night  only*  was  afiected  with  the 
bis  sleep  is  disturbed.  In  other  respects  shaking  palsy  for  the  remainder  of  his 
the  functions  are  natural.     He  was  di-  life. 

rected  to  apply  leeches  to  the  temples,  a  Sprason  was  again  unable  to  work ; 

blister  to  the  nape  of  the  neck,  and  after-  he  complained  much  of  depression  of 

wards  to  take  one-sixth  of  a  grain  of  spirits,  and  muscular  debilitjr;  and  hav- 

strychnia  twice  daily.  ing  a  large  family  to  provide  for,  was 

8th. — The  headache  and  drowsiness  unable  to  procure  suflicient  wholesome 

are  removed,  and  he  sleeps  well.    The  food  for  his  support.     Under  these  cir- 

tremors  continue  as   before.    He  will  cumstances  he  expressed  a  wish  to  enter 

continue  the  medicine.  the  Birmingham  Hospital,  and  a  ticket 

15th. — The  tremors  are  sensibly  less,  of  admission  was  accordingly  procured 

He  wiU  continue  the   strychnia  three  for  him. 

times  a  day.  He  was  admitted  on  the  31st  of  Ja- 

20lh.^The  tremors  are  much  better,  nuary,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Eccles,  one 

He  will  take  one-fifth  of  a  grain  of  of  the  physicians  to  the  hospital,  and 

strychnia  three  times  a  day.  lecturer  on  the  theory  and  practice  of 

May  13th.— The  tremors  are  nearly  medicine  in  the  Birmingham  Medical 

well.    A  fourth  of  a  grain  to  be  eonti  •  School ;  and  I  am  indebted  io  the  po- 

nued  twice  a  day.  liteness  and  liberality  of  that  gentleman 

He  did  not  present  himself  again  at  for  permission  to  annex  ihe  foUowing 

this  time.  statement  of  the  treatment  of  Sprason*s 

Dec.  27th,  1833.— The  tremora  re-  case  whilst  under  his  care.  After  stat- 
tumed  six  weeks  since,  up  to  which  ing  that  he  was  admitted  with  general 
time  he  had  continued  Well  since  May.  tremors,  and  great  muscular  oebility, 
Dr.  Eccles,  in  the  communication  with 

•  See  B.teman.  in  Edin.  Ved.  and  SarK.  /our-  ^Y^  !"«  '>**  honoured  me,  dated  March 

nai,  Toi.  viit.  oo  Tremon  from  Hcrcuriei  Poieoa.  29tfa,  thtts  continues—'*  The  treatment 
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which  was  adopted  from  his  admission  least  seventeen  or  eighteen  years.    He  had 

to  March  6th,  consisted  of  stimulants,  formerly  used  the  common  bougie;  but 

tonics,  and  anUspasmodics,  with  little  or  haying  neglected  himself,  the  diseased  part 

no  iniproTement  in  his  symptoms.     He  gradually  closed  up,  until  he  could  make 

then  i^mmenced  the  use  of  strychnine,  ^^^fJT^y,  \!^r\  ^^A  "^♦k""  -^^ 

...          r           •  u*i.     r  -    :  J  situated  only  three  mcbes  from  the  onfice 

in  the  dose  of  one^iprhth  of  a  gnin  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^  hardened  mas.,  like 
three  times  a  day,  which  was  continued  ^^,^,^^  ^„,^  ^  ^^^  exteriorly  at  that 
for  one  week ;  but  increased  to  double  p^^rt.  Both  the  argcntum  nitratum  and 
the  quanuty  for  ten  days  more.  In  the  the  potassa  fusa  had  been  applied  from 
coaraeof  a  few  days  the  improvement  in  within  to  the  stricture,  but  neither  of 
his  disorder  was  sensible ;  and  at  the  end  these  remedies  had  the  least  effect.  At  the 
of  the  time  the  tremors  had  disappeared,  present  time  he  suffers  extremely;  and  the 
and  his  strengrth  was  very  considerably  urine  being  kept  back,  produces  the  great- 
recovered.  It  should  he  observed,  that  ««*  irritation  and  pain  in  the  urethra, 
for  a  short  part  of  this  period  electricity  Ti>e  straight  laacetted  stilette  was  passed, 
was  employed  in  conjunction  with  the  the  obstrucUon  perforat^,  and  •»  elastic 
«#.^^i.«:nA  «n^  T  *k:»L>  wuu  i^^^^i^u^A  K^^  catheter  introduced  through  it  into 
^^?    4u     \     think  with  increased  »j^^  ^^^^^^      ^^.^  ^^   ^j^^|^ 

benefit.    The  strychnine  was  dwconti-  ^^^^^  ^     ^^^  ^„^  ^^  ^  1          ,.^»     ^j,^ J 

nned   on    March   22d ;   and  from   that  t^e  stricture  was  sufficiently  dilated  by 

Ume  the  treatment  has  consisted  m  the  these  means,    steel  ^dilators  were  passed 

occasional  employment    of  electricity,  twice  in  the  week,   until  the  hardened 

and   the  administration  of  sulphate  of  structure  composing    the    stricture    was 

quinine.      He   is   now  perfectly  reco-  entirely  absoroed.    In  a  month    or  five 

vered."  weeks  he  left  my  care,  perfectly  well. 

Without  aflirmine  that  the  precedinj^  Remarks.— This,  as  in  the  last  case, 

cases  supply  conclusive  evidence  of  the  J^o"!^  *>a^«  required  external  division  ; 

femediafcfficacy  of  strychnia  in  tremoia  \»t  ^^^  stricture  beinff  m  that  part  of 

from  mercurial  poison,  they  at  least  af-  ^^ .  "^th"i  which  passes  Uirouarh  the 

ford    sufficient  inducement    to   further  ?«»«»  »'  |?  extremely  doubtful  whether 

trials  of  the  alkaloid,  iu  this  distressing,  ««  ^o""*"  ™*««  *°  ^^  manner,  and  in 

and    frequently    irremediable    disease.  J  part  so  thinly  covered,  would  ever 

Ajidral  cured  or  relieved  six  cases  out  of  ^*^«  entirely  healed, 

nine,  of  palsy  from  the  poison  of  lead,  ^       ^^^      _,        «.  •  ^ 

by  strychnia ;  and  Dr.  Eiliotson  speakil  ^^^^  YILyThree  Stricturei  succeu. 

of  it  is  a  limedy  of  "  decided  aSvan-  A''^  perforated, 

tM^**  in  that  disease.     In  that  species  June  1831.— Mr.  C,  set  53,  gives  the 

ofpalsy,  I  believe  Dr.  Eiliotson  has  also  following  history  of  his  case:— When  he 

found  electric  sparks   of  considerable  was  a  young  man,  about  the  age  of  one  or 

ntility.  two   and    twenty,   he   contracted   a  go. 

norrhoea,  which  continued  for  some  time, 

Covcntrr,  April  2.  1884.  ^^  at  length  ended  in  a  gleet.     From  this 

. period  he  observed  the  stream  of  urine 

gradually  lessened,  until  it  became  very 

ON  PERFORATION  gmall.    &e  suffered  considerable  pain  an^ 

ow  irritation  in  the  urethra,  and  at  length  ap- 

STRICTURES  OF  THE  URETHRA.  pW«d  to  his  surgeon,  who  examined  him, 

and  found  one  stricture  three  inches  from 

With  Cafef.  the  orifice,    and    another  seven   inches : 

Bt  R.  a.  Stafpobd,  *Y  f^'f.  '*^.  vi"t?'**°n  H  '~'*'**' 

......      ...       .  .              M  .  "BO  he  tbongbt  himself  ■well.    In  a  year 

"•"SS;  H^%1:7g^rS.!  B"SJaf;«:w.i"-  o' «*"  anerward^  however  thev  retaricd. 

Hotpiui.  The  same  process  was  employed  as  before, 

CCoDllnaed  from  p  49 1  *°^  ^^^  *^®  '*™®  result.    They  again  re- 
turned, and  he  neglected  them  altogether. 

—  The  urethra  now  became  extremely  irri- 
table; the  urine  escaped  only  by  drops, 


tic  and  the  potaua  futa^  perforated,       ^wice  returned.    He  came  to  London,  and 
May,  1831. — Mr.  L.,  ast  50.    This  gen.    placed  himself  under  my  oare,  rather  as  on 
tlenian  had  suffered  IVom  stricture  for  at    experiment  than  thinking  he  should  de- 
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riFC  any  benefit   from  any  treatment  I  Case    VIII. — Obtiteration   of  nearly 

might  adopt.     After  having  soothed  the  fatir  inches  of  the  Urethra  tuccest^ 

urethra,  by  taking  blood  from  the  peri-  fully  perforated. 
neum,  fomenting,  and  administering  ano- 

dynes  and  aperients,  I  examined  him,  and  In  the  month  of  January  1832,  I  was 

found  he  had  an  impassable  stricture  three  requested  to  see  a  gentleman   who  had 

inches   down   the   canal.     I  passed    the  for  several  yeara  laboured  under  a  per- 

straight  lancetted  stilette,  and  perforated  mancnt  stricture  of  the   urethra,   whicii 

it ;  and  two  inches  further  on  there  was  at   length    had    become    totally    imper- 

another  stricture.    This  I  left  alone  till  meable,  not  only  to  bougies  and  instni- 

another  day,  fearing  that  I  might  do  an  ments,  but  almost  to  the  urine  itself;  and 

injury  by  doing  too  much  at  one  time,  in   consequence   of   this    obstruction    in 

I  dilated  the  first  stricture  to  the  natural  the   canal,   ulceration    had  taken  place 

size  of  the  canal,  and  then  perforated  the  behind  the  part,  and  the  urine  had  made 

second,    and  discovered  another   in   the  its  escape,  by  fistulous  passages,  out  at  the 

membranous  portion.      This  second  was  perineum    and    scrotum ;    and    through 

dilated  to  the  natural  size  of  the  urethra,  which  passages  alone  it  had  passed  for  tnc 

When,  however,  T  proposed  to  operate  on  last  two  or  three  years.     Since  this  period 

the  third  stricture,  the  patient  objected,  urinary  abscesses  had  repeatedly  formed, 

The  despondency  of  mind  had  returned,  and  produced  at  the  time  considerable  con- 

and  he  wished  to  leave  town,  with  a  view  stitutional  disturbance,  rigors,  pain,  and 

of  seeing  how  the  other  operations  an-  feverishness.    The  patient,  therefore,  was 

swered.    He  did  so,  and  I  did  not  hear  always  under  the    necessity  of  wearing 

from  him  for  more  than  a  year,  when  he  poultices  or  cloths   on  the  perineum,  to 

called  one  morning,  telling  me  that  he  absorb  the  pus  and  urine;  and  in  addi-' 

was  so  satisfied  with  the  plan  of  treatment  tion  to  this  miserable  state    of  thing;*, 

neither  of  the  strictures  naving  returned,  he  sufffered  from  *  frequent  priapism;  and 

that  he  had  come  back  to  London  on  pur-  when  semen  was  emitted,  it   of  course 

pose  to  have  the  third  stricture  perforated,  could  not  be  ejected  out  at  the  penis,  but 

The  operation  was  performed,  and  a  ca-  flowed  into  the  fistulous  passages,  and  thus 

theter  left  in  the  bladder  for  a  few  days,  product  the  most  distressing  symptoms. 

Steel  dilators  were  then   introduced   on  When  we  examined  him  we  A)uud  him  in 

the  alternate  days,  until  they  passed  with  the  following  state, 

snch  facility  that  no  one  could  have  told  A  large  mass,  of  an  extremely  hard  stnic- 

that  the  urethra  had  been  diseased.  ture,  nearly  the  size  of  a  turkev's  egg,  and 

which  could  be  taken  in  the  iiand,  occu- 

Remarks. — ^This  case  IS  very  interest-  pjed  that  part  of  the  perineum  which 

ing".     There  being"  three  strictures,  si-  joins  with  the  scrotum,  so  that  part  of  the 

tuated  as  they  were,  would  have  ren-  substance  was  in  the  scrotum,  and  part  in 

dered  the  operation   of  their    division  the  perineum  adjoining  it.    Through  this 

from  the  perineum  unadvisable.     It  is  mass  passed  several  fistulous  passages,  from 

most  probable,  also,  that  no  escharotic  whence  the  urine  made  its  exit;  and  there 

wouW  have  answered  ;  besides  the  slow-  were  also  several  parts  where  pus  had  col- 

ness  of  this  method  of  treatment.  }f«ted.    <>»  taking  the  substance  in  the 

The  return  of  strictures  is  not  uncom-  l^^>  its  connexion  ^^^^^«,f  ^^^^^^^f  ^^^^ 

•-.J     I  1.    *i.     .   ,-1  A .«».^«4.  ^c  he  traced,  and  it  appeared  to  occupy  two 

mon;  indeed  by  the  usual  treatment  of  ^^  ^^^  \^^^^  ^^  Jg^  ^^^    ^  ^^ 

this  disease  it  generally  is  the  case,  un-  spongiosum  being  consolidated.    On  exa- 

less    bougies    are     constautlv    passed,  mining  the  urethra,  an  impermeable  stric- 

When,  however,  they  are  divided  within  ture  was  prej^ent  exactly  two  inches  from 

the  urethra,  they  usually  do  not  return,  the  orifice,  and  through  which  not  even  the 

as  in  the  present  case,  unless  they  are  smallest  bougie  could  be  passed, 

perforated  by  a  very  small  instrument,  Mr.  Kingdon  and  myself  consulted  to- 

and  the  openiuGr  made  is  not  enlarged  ;  gether,  and  agreed  that  the  case  was  of 


deucy  of  mind   is  not   an    mirequent  -"b"-*"-- v— *,>- -. —w.    *"~~*5     -;.    -- 

symptom  attendant  on  stricture ;  iiilleed,  jj  ^.»*«^<^  '^^  *1"\*«  *>"^  **^J^.t  2^Sit  of 

s»T    ^.wiu  «»«,  «  «                       ,              ,  ^jjg  disease  occupying  so  great  an  extent  of 

when  the  disease  has  been  of  any  dura-  ^^  ^^^    ^K  division  of  the  part  ex- 

tion,  It  generalhr  may  be  said  to  occur  temally,  for  the  same  reason,  could  not  be 

more  or  less.     Such  a  symptom,  with  adopted;  and  the  excision  of  the  hardened 

that  of  irritability  of  temper,  cannot  sur-  joagg  would  have  destroyed  so  large  a  por- 

prise  us ;  at  least  when  we  take  into  tion  of  the  canal  (at  least  four  inches)  that 

consideration  the   harassing  nature  of  the  ultimate  result  would  have  been  ex- 

tbe  complaijit.  tiemely  doabtfiil.     The  only  treatment. 
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therefore,  left,  was  the  perforation  of  the  was  remofed,  aod  one  double  iu  sise  in- 

part  within  the  canal  of  the  aeetbra;  and  traduced.              • 

e?en  this  operation  appeared  likely  to  be  From  this  time  the  catheter  was  changed 

attended  with  uncertainty  and  difficulty,  to  a  larger  size  erery  second  day ;  ana  in 

from  the  great  length  of  urethra  that  was  ten  days  from  the  operation  a  No.  10  ca- 

obliterated     The  disease,  hdwever.  being  theter  could  be  passed,  and  in  a  fortnight  a 

in  the  anterior  part  of  the  canal,  ana  where  No.  13.    Steel  dilators  were  now  passed ; 

it  eonld  be  pretty  well  judged  whether  the  and  in  three  weeks  I  took  leave  of  the  pa- 

cutting  was  in  the  ngnt  passage  or  not,  I  tient,  on  condition  that  he  would  for  the 

undertook  the  case.  The  patient  consented  present  pass  boogies  twice  in  the  week  for 

to  the  operation,  aod  fixed  to  have  it  per.  himself,  and  afterwards  as  often  as  he  re- 

formed  a  fortnight  from  the  eonsultation,  quired  them. 

and  requested  mat  Mr.  Copeland,  ofGol.  The  fistulous  passages  remained  open, 

dcD-Square,  might  be  present  which  cannot  be  wondered  at  when  we 

On  the  day  i^pointed,  Mr.  Copeland,Mr.  consider  the  great  length  of  time  they  had 

Kingdon,  and  myself,  met;  and  the  opera-  existed,  and  that  they  formed  the  oolv 

tion  was  performed  in  their  presence.   The  channel  by  whieh  the  urine  could  be  voided. 

penis  was  elongated  with  the  left  hand.  The  haraened  mass  in  the  perineum  be- 

and  the  straight  lancetted  stilette,  or  ure-  came  gradually  absorbed;  but  occasionally 

thral  perforator  (No.  4),  passed  down  to  a  few  drops  or  urine  passed  through  the 

the  strictnre.    Wnen  the  point  of  the  in-  fistulous  passages. 

stroment  rested  upon  the  obstruction,  the  On  inquliiog  after  the  present  state  of 

lancet  was  sharplv  thrust  forward ;  and  it  this  patient's  health,   (Feb.   14th,    1834, 

penetrated,  thoogn  not  without  considera'  more  than  two  years  from  the  operation), 

ble  resistance,  the  hardened  substance  of  I  received  the  following  answer: — That, 

the  stricture.    The  blunt  point  of  the  in.  although  he  was  not  quite  so  well  as  dur- 

stmment  was  then  forced  on  into  the  inci.  ing  the  first  six  months  after  the  opera. 

son  made.    The  obstruction  still  existed,  tion,  yet  he  attributed  this  circumstance 

Another  incision  was  made,  and  the  blunt  to  his  own  neglect,  from  not  having  perse. 

point  was  pushed  on  into  it  as  before.    In  vered  in  intrMUcing  bonnes  so  frequently 

this  manner,  first  making  an  incision,  and  as  would  be  desirable.    He  can  now,  how. 

then  passing  the  blunt  point  of  the  instru.  ever,  pass  a  bougie  as  larse  as  a  goose 

ment  oi^  into  it,  nearly /our  inehet  of  the  quill,  and  this  he  is  in  the  habit  of  aoing 

orethm  was  perforated. '  The  Instnnnent  onU  once  in  six  weeks.    He  experiences  a 

was  then  witndrawn,  and  some  bleeding  difficulty,  from  this  cause,  to  open  the 

took  place;  but  not  more,  nor  even,  per-  stricture,    and  afterwards    the  parts  are 

haps,  BO  much,  as  might  have  been  ex-  generally  so  inflamed    and    swelled    for 

pelted  from  such  an  extent  of  cut  surface,  about  twenty-four  hours,  that  he  is  obliged 

When  ihe  bleeding  had  ceased,  which  was  to  pass  a  smaller  bougie  to  relieve  the 

in  about  two  or  three  minutes,  a  small  gum  spasm,  and  to  assist  him  in  making  water. 

dastic  catheter  was  passed  through  the  From  the  swelling  and  spasm,  also,  a  few 

perforated  part  into  the  bladder,  secured,  drops  of  the  urine  and  semen  aro  -some- 

and  left  there.    During  the  whole  opera-  times  kept  back,  and  give  rise  to  the  occa- 

tioD  so  little  pain  was  given,  that  the  pa-  sional  fonnation  of  abscesses  about  the 

tient  at  the  time  expressed  his  suqinse.  opening,  which  was  caused  by  the  stricture 

The  newly-made  canal  was  in  an  exact  line  when  it  was  in  its  worst  state:  in  other 

^th  the  natural  course  of  the  urethra;  respects,  when  the  bougie  has  not  been 

and  the  structuro  through  which  I  cut  was  paued,  he  is  very  well;  he  makes  water 

ao  bard  and  tough,  that  it  reouired  forcible  in  a  good-sized  stream,  and  his  health  does 

incisions  to  penetrate  it    After  the  opera-  not  suffer. 
tion  was  finished  he  was  placed  in  bed, 

wid  requested  to  fdmient  the  perineum.  Rsmarks.— 'The  immense  extent  of 

In  the  evening  he  was  firee  mm  pain ;  he  urethra  that  was  diseased  and  obliterated 

had  had  no  rigors,  which  was  sometimes  in  tbia  case  is  remarkable ;  and  it  is  not 

the  case  when  even  a  boiwie  had  been  the  less  so,  that  the  patient  was  able  to 

pasaed ;  and  the  nrine  flowed  both  through  )^„  |he  perforation  of  so  grreat  a  length 

and  on  one  side  of  the  catheter.    He  was  ^f  ^^  ^anal  at  one  operation.    The  pain 

ordered  an  opiate  immediately,  and  a  dose  appeared  to  be  inconsiderable,  and  the 

of  «tttor  oU  the  '>«^™o'^"^g-    ?^"^  *^^  bleeding  trifling;   both  of  which,  no 

next  day  he  had  no  pain  in  the  urethra,  he  j^,,l^   *  ^„  \^2*^^^^^a  fiv-  Kv  tkl ;«. 

had  paUed  a  good  night,  and  the  urine  doubt,  may  be  accounted  for  b v  the  m- 

llowei  through  and  oS   one  side  of  the  ■enaibility  and  want  of  vaaculanty  of 

catheter;  andthere  were  no  constitutional  the  ligamentous  or  cartilMrmous  s^c- 

aymptoms  more  than  would  naturaUv  oc-  ture  which  formed  the  disease.     The 

cur  from  such  an  operation.    The  catheter  hardened  mass  in  the  perineum  was  no 

334:.— XIV.  K 
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doubt  formed  from  the  urine  constantly  through  so  diseased  and  indurated  a 
lodging  in  the  fistulous  passaa^es,  and  structure,  and  their  having  become, 
tbusproducinjgf  a  thickening  of  the  parts,  which  is  usually  the  case  when  the 
There  were  a^  some  symptoms  attend-  urine  has  passed  through  them  for  a 
ing  this  case  not  common.  The  con-  considerable  time,  lined  by  a  membrane 
stant  disposition  to  priapism  can  hardly  something  analogous  to  that  of  the 
be  accounted  for.  When  we  consider  urethra.  The  narrowing  of  the  stricture, 
the  consolidated  state  of  so  great  a  likewise,  keeps  back  a  few  drops  of 
length  of  the  urethra,  and  of  the  corpus  urine  which  lodges  in  them,  and  thus 
spongiosum  surrounding  it,  we  can  only  irritation  arises,  producing  occasional  ab- 
be surprised  at  this  phenomenon  oc-  scesses.  For  the  same  reason,  also,  a  por* 
curring  so  frequently.  How  to  explain  tion  of  the  semen  is  kept  back,  and  gives 
such  a  symptom  would  be  difficult,  for,  rise  to  the  same  inconvenience,  u  the 
from  the  obliterated  vessels  of  the  corpus  part  were  widened,  it  is  more  than  pro- 
spongiosum,  and  the  unyielding  and  bable  that  neither  of  these  annoyances 
inelastic  nature  of  the  indurated  urethra,  would  occur. 

one  would  have  imagined  the  contrary  The  present  state  of  this  patient,  corn- 
would  have  been  the  case;  and  that,  pared  with  what  it  was  previous  to  the  ope- 
when  the  corpora  cavernosa  became  ration,  is  even  more  than  comparatively 
distended  with  blood,  the  penis  would,  happy.  Before,  he  could  passbutfewdrujis 
as  in  chordee,  have  been  turned  down-  of  unne  through  the  natural  channel ;  it 
wards.  It  is  a  singular  fact,  that  mostly  made  its  escape  out  at  the  peri- 
when  the  stricture  was  only  touched  be-  neum  and  scrotum,  and  got  lodged  in  the 
fore  the  operation,  it  frequently  produced  cavities  of  the  urinary  abscesses :  now, 
rigor:  after  the  operation,  this  symptom  he  can  make  water  in  a  full  stream, 
never  occurred.  I  have  observed  this  and  the  only  inconveniences  he  suflfers 
in  other  cases;  that  is  to  say,  if  the  from  are  those  above  mentioned,  and 
stricture  was  only  touched,  rigor  super-  which  might  no  doubt  be  obviated  by 
vened;  if,  however,  the  bougie  passed  treatment, 
quite  through  it,  this  symptom  did  not  [To  be  continued.] 
happen. 
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From    the    account    given    by    the  PATHOLOGY  AND  TREATMENT 

patient,  it  may  be  observed,  tbat,  al-  ^p  SCARLATINA, 
though  a  bougie  as  large  as  a  goose 

quill    can    now    be    passed,    yet    the  — • 

passage  is  narrowed  at  the  perforated  y^  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 
part.    This  may  be  accounted  for  by 

the  patient,  as  he  himself  acknowledges,  Sir, 

bavmg  neglected  to  pass  a  bougie,  (doing  Having  been  led  to  adopt  a  diflerent 

it  only  once  in  six  weeks,)  as  often  as  plan  of  treatment  from  that  which  is 

I  requested  him ;  and  also  from  my  hav-  commonly  relied  on  in  scarlatina,  I  am 

ing  operated  with  so  small  an  instru-  induced  to  request  your  circulation  of 

ment  (a  No.  4.)     I  have  observed,  that  the  result  of  my  observations;   and  the 

when  I  am  obliged  to  perforate  with  a  more  so  that  the  disease  which  has  re- 

▼eiT  small  instrument,  that  the  stricture,  cently  niread  throughout  England  has 

if  the  passing  of  bougies  be  neglected,  is  assumed  the  severe  and  dangerous  cha- 

liable  to  close  up  again  to  that  size,  racter  of  the  scarlatina  anginosa,  which 

I,  therefore,  on  this  account,  generally  prevailed  about  Hhy  years  back.   It  ap- 

enlarge  the  passage  afterwards  with  a  pears  that  the  scarlet  fever  of  that  period 

cutting  instrument,  which  usually  pre-  was  of  a  nature  so  formidable  as  to 

vents  such  an  occurrence.    I  regretted  excite  a  universal  dread  of  its  conUgious 

extremely  that  I  bad  not  the   oppor-  influence  and  destructive  eflTects.     This 

tunity  of  doing  it  in  this  case ;  but  Uie  dangerous  form  of  scarlatina,  however, 

time  this  gentleman  could  spare  to  re-  as  is  well  known,  subsided  into  that 

main  under  my  care  being  only  three  mild  form  which  has  been  appropriately 

weeks,    rendered   it  impracticable.     It  named  scarlatina  mitior,  and  which,  as 

could  be  done,  however,  at  this  time,  Sj'denham    remarks,    ''is  a    fever    so 

and  I  am  convinced  with  considerable  slight,  as  scarcely  to  be  accounted  a  dis- 

benefit.  ease,  requiring  only  an  antiphlogistic 

The  fistulous  passages  remaining  open  regimen,  and  the  absence  of  cold  air.'* 

no  doubt    is    owing  to  their  passing  And   for  a  number  of  years  this  mild 
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icarlatina  prevailed,  and  has  even  run  Scarlet  fever  sometimes  becomes  pu- 

throug^h  whole  villajg^es,  without  requir-  trid  in  its  character,  becoming  what  is 

ing  professional  assistance.    But  it  will  termed  scarlatina   maligna  ;    petechia; 

not  DC  doubted  th^t  the  scarlatina  an-  will  appear  on  different  parts  of  the 

ginosa  has  again  made  its  appearance  body ;  the  sore  throat  will  be  slough j 

under  a  scarceljr  less  formioaDle  type  and  foetid  ;  the  lips  covered  with  brown 

than  its  predecessor.  And  it  is  upon  this  sordes ;  and  the  tongue  dir  and  brown ; 

form  of  uie  disease  that  I  now  respect*  the  pulse  quick  and  small.      In  such 

fallv  entreat  die  attention  of  mj  medi-  cases  the  termination  will  in  general  be 

cal  brethren,— under  the  belief  that  the  rapidly  fatal.    The  rash  in  scarlatina 

long  continuance  of  the  milder  kind,  anginosa  is  sometimes  general  and  florid, 

ana  the  successful  treatment  of  many  at  others  partial,  and  with  little  colour, 

slight  cases,  have  thrown   us  off  our  The  amount  of  rash  in  scarlatina  angi- 

g^ard,  and  created  a  prejudice  in  favour  nosa  does  not  appear  to  be  any  indica- 

of  doinc'    little    or  nothing,  whilst  a  tion  of  danger :   the  head  affection,  or 

severe  form  of  scarlatina,  requiring  a  state  of  throat,  or  extreme  difficulty  of 

proportionally     active    treatment,    iras  breathing,  constitutes  the  danger. 

Deen  gradually  taking  its  place.  The  sudden  interruption  of  all  the 

In  order  to  render  the  pkm  of  treat-  secretions  of  the  body,  particularly  of 

ment  which  I  diall  venture  to  recom-  those  of  the  bowels  and  skin ;  the  deter- 

mend  more  easily  intelligible,  I  shall  mination  of  blood  to  the  head,  throat, 

not  apoloriae  for  offering  a  brief  de-  and  sometimes  to  the  lungs ;  the  dis- 

acri^ptwn  of  the  symptoms  and  progress  turbance  of  the  brain  and  nervous  sys- 

<»r  scarlatina  angino$a^  such  as  I  nave  tem  so  quickly  af^er  the  fever  has  com- 

ubsenred  it  '  menced ;  the  rapid  circulation,  the  pulse 

The  scarlatina  anginosa  is  ushered  in  often  130  in  a  minute-have  led  me  to 
by  pain  in  the  limbs,  prostration  of  consider  the  scarlatina  anginosa  as  a 
strength,  slight  sore  throat,  and  head-  fever  highly  inflammatory, 
ache.  These  symptoms  are  followed  by  In  accordance  with  this  view,  an 
a  burning  skin  and  a  rapid  pulse,  sue-  active  depleting  plan  of  treatment  would 
ceeded  by  the  scarlet  rash,  more  or  less  appear  to  be  the  one  indicated ;  and  I 
oTer  the  whole  body.  On  or  about  the  would  recommend,  that  as  soon  as  this 
second  night,  the  sore  throat  becomes  fever  commences, calomel  and  active  pur- 
worse  ;  the  head  more  affected ;  and  on  gatives  should  be  first  employed ;  when 
that  night,  or  more  commonly  on* the  restlessness  comes  on,  or  the  slightest 
third^  uiere  is  extreme  restlessness  or  expression  of  delirium  or  stupor,  i>lood 
delirium,  and  there  is  sometimes  stupor,  should  be  abstracted :  in  adults  it  is  of 
The  whole  of  this  first  stage  would  ap-  course  easilv  obtained  from  the  arm  ;  in 

Sear  to  be  inflammatory  in  the  highest  young  childfren,  from  the  jugular  vein, 

egree,  the  danger  commencing  with  Calomel  and  antimony  in  lar^e  dose 

the    extreme  resUessness,  delirium,  or  should  be  given  at  night,  and  infusion 

stupor,  or  unusual  short  breathing.    If  of  senna  and  sulphate  of  magpesia  as  an 

these  symptoms  be  not  removed,  the  case  active  purgative  in  the  morning. 

ends  fatally  from  the  seventh  to  the  With    infant  children,  calomel  and 

tenth  day.    ^  jalap,  or  scammony  and  calomel,  will 

The  sxin  in  this  fever  is  hot  and  dry ;  answer    the    purpose.      The    purging 

and  in  many  severe  cases  perspiration  should  be  continued  actively  till   the 

ivill   not  be  produced  till  tnree  weeks  feverish   symptoms  yield,  and  calomel 

to  a  month  have  elapsed  from  the  com-  and  antimony,  in  small  doses,  as  a  febri- 

mencement  of  the  attack.    The  throat  fuge,  should  De  given  every  four  or  six 

and  head  are  seriously  attacked  in  this  hours,  to  reduce  inflammatory  action. 

disease,  and  change  of  structure  in  vital  It  does  not  appear  necessary  to  affect 

oi^ns,  as  the  phairnx,  trachea,  brain,  the  mouth  hy  mercury,  though  no  great 

sometimes  takes  place;  and  such  cir-  evil  arises  it  this  accident  occur;  but  the 

cinnatance  will  ot  course  be  fatal.     It  bowels  should  be  made  to  act  once  in 

will  sometimes  happen  that  sore  throat  four,  or  once  in  six   hours,  until  the 

and  fever  will  occur  in  individuals  ex-  active  fever  subsides. 

posed  to  the  infection  of  scarlatina  with-  The  sore  throat  will  require  leeches 

out  rash  on  the  surface  of  the  bodv;  for  the  first  three  to  eight  days,  and 

sach  cases  may  be  tedious  and  trouble-  sometimes  the    inflammatory  affection 

Miiney  but  are  seldom  dangerous.  will  become  indolent ;  and  this  eondi- 
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tion  of  diroat  will  receive  benefit  from  most  of  tlie  previous  cases.     On    the 

external  irritation,  for  which  the  best  second  night  he  was  in  a  hij^hljr^xcited 

means  is  a  mustard  poultice.     In  the  state  of  delirium,  and  could  with  diffi- 

delirious  state,  leeches  applied  to  the  cultj  be  kept  in  bed.    His  pulse  was 

temples  will  be  of  use,  but  should  not  140 ;  his  head  hot ;  his  skin  dry ;  his 

wholly  be  depended  on.    The  abstrac-  ton j|rue  parched.  Eig^ht  ounces  of  blood 

tion  of  ten  or  twelve  ounces  of  blood  were  taven  from  bis  arm,  and  five  gfrains 

from  the  adult,  between  the  second  and  of  calomel  given,  with   four  of  anti- 

the  fiflb  day,  and  four  to  eight  ounces  mony.    The  delirium  soon  ceased,  and 

from  children,  according  to  their  age,  in   two  hours  he   fell  asleep.     In  the 

followed    immediately    oy  active    and  morning  his  head  was  perfectly  relieved ; 

mercurial  purgatives,  commonly  takes  he  was  sensible,  and  cheerful.     In  the 

off  the  bram  affection,   diminishes  the  night  he   had  pulled  off  his  bandage 

severity  of  the  sore  throat,  lessens  the  from  the  arm,  and  bled,  liefore  it  was 

pungent  heat  of  skin,  lowers  the  rapid  discovered,  at  least  twelve  ounces  more, 

pulse,  and  puts  the  patient  in  a  state  of  His  bowels  had  acted  freely ;  his  throat 

safety  about  the  fi flh  to  the  eighth  day.  was  considerably  better ;  he  recovered 

A  hot  dry  skin  will  continue  some-  rapidly ;  and  on  the  fidh  day  was  up  and 

times  long  afler  this  period,  and  will  re-  dressed,   and  wished  to  be  allowed  to 

quire  sponging  with  tepid  vinegar  and  walk. 

water,  and,  after  a  time,  the  use  of  the  Case  II.— A  slender  boy,  of  thirteen 

warm-bath.  years,  who  had  outgrown  his  strength, 

When  symptoms  of  debility  come  on,  was  attacked  by  scarlatina  anginosa. 
afler  the  active  fever  is  subdued,  small  On  the  morning  of  the  third  day  deli- 
doses  of  ammonia  will  be  useful ;  and  rium  commenced ;  twelve  leeches  were 
when  all  heat  of  skin  has  ceased,  bark  applied  to  his  temples  and  throat,  and 
may  be  safely  employed.  he  was  freely  purged.    At  night  he  was 

Having  ventured  to  recommend  so  more  restless,  and  became  delirious, 
active  a  treatment  in  scarlatina  anginosa  Ten  ounces  of  blood  were  taken  from 
to  the  adoption  of  the  medicalprac-  his  arm ;  he  obtained  sleep  soon  after ; 
titioner,  it  may  be  necessary  for  me  to  on  the  following  morning  he  was  sen- 
state  that  the  grounds  upon  which  I  have  sible;  his  throat  better:  the  purging 
founded  this  recommendation,  is  the  was  continued,  and  on  the  fifth  day  he 
successful  termination  of  300  cases,  dur-  was  convalescent, 
ing  a  practice  of  twenty  years.  The  Case  III. — A  boy,  nine  years  of  age, 
treatment  was,  of  course,  more  or  less  haa  been  treated  by  gentle  and  conti- 
aetive,  according  to  the  symptoms  of  nued  purging,  and  by  leeches  to  the 
inflammatory  action;  but  in  no  one  case  throat,  gruel  and  water  for  diet,  up  to 
where  I  resorted  to  it,  had  I  occasion  the  eighth  day,  without  any  remarkable 
to  repent  the  use  of  the  lancet,  but  in  aymptom,  but  with  more  or  less  fe\er 
several,  where  bleeding  by  leeches  only  during  that  time.  On  the  eighth  night 
was  employed,  the  protracted  period  of  he  had  a  dry  hot  skin,  a  brown  dry 
fever,  and  the  after  ill  conse<juences — ^as  tongue,  a  quick  small  pulse,  with  a 
abscess  in  the  ear,  suppurating  glands,  slight  jerk  in  it ;  still,  as  I  thought,  de- 
long-continued  debility — made  me  re-  noting  inflammation  not  thoroughly  put 
gret  that  I  had  not  taken  blood  from  a  out.  He  was  at  one  time  stupid,  at 
vein.  In  sixty^  severe  and  dangerous  another  delirious ;  his  throat  was  coated 
cases  of  scarlatina  anginosa,  in  which  with  soft  lymph,  which  fringed  the 
blood  was  taken  from  a  vein,  delirium  fauces  and  covered  the  larynx.  The 
and  stupor  subsided  after  the  bleeding ;  child  breathed  with  difficulty,  and  in- 
a  second  venesection  was  in  no  case  re-  stinctively  tried  to  throw  up  the  flakes 
quired,  and  the  recovery  was  rapid  in  of  lymph  which  obstructed  his  breath- 
all.  To  illustrate  more  particularly  the  ing.  He  could  not  swallow, 
treatment  I  have  described,  or  rather,  £ight  ounces  of  blood  were  taken 
indeed,  more  forcibly  to  impress  upon  from  his  arm;  in  an  hour  his  delirium 
the  public  how  thoroughly  inflamma-  and  restlessness  subsided ;  his  breathing 
tory  this  form  of  the  scarlet  fever  is,  I  became  more  easy ;  he  slept  consider- 
will  now  detail  a  few  cases.  ably.     On    the  following   (the  ninth) 

Case  I. — A  boy  of  seven  years  of  asre,  morning,    he   was    sensible    when    he 

was  the  eighth  in  succession  attacked  oy  awoke ;  his  throat  had  thrown  off  lar^ 

scarlet  lever,  and  it  had  been  severe  in  masses  of  lymph ;    the  boy's  energies 
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seemed  restored,  and  his  fingfera  were  me  to  tuspect  that  Uie  scarlatina  malit^a 
condnaally  passed  down  his  throat,  to  is  sometimes  only  tlie  putrid  termina- 
drsw  away  toe  flakes  wbicb  obstructed  lion  of  tbe  anj^inosa,  unchecked,  or  not 
his  swallowing^.  He  had  no  more  fcrer,  sufficiently  depleted,  in  its  inflammatory 
and  recovered  rapidly.  stage.  It  is,  however,  perfectly  possi- 
Case  IV. — A  plethoric  child,  aged  ble  that  particular  localities  (as  on. 
three  years,  after  active  purging,  on  the  wholesome  air,  or  a  marshy  district) 
third  day  became  extremely  hot  and  may  give  a  malignant  character  to  scar- 
restless  ;  at  night  stupor  came  on,  with  let  fever.  To  this  form  of  the  disease 
short  breathing.  Tbe  state  of  the  throat  my  observations  are  not  intended  to  ap- 
was  not  unusually  severe.  Four  ounces  ply ;  but  distinctly  to  that  species  of 
of  blood  were  taken  from  the  jugular  scarlatina  an^inosa  which  has  been  so 
vein.  Tbe  restlessness  and  heat  of  skin  prevalent  during  tbe  year  1833.  It  is 
qaickljr  subsided;  four  grains  of  calo-  right  also  to  state,  that  tne  situation  of  my 
mel,  with  four  of  jalap,  were  got  down ;  practice  has  been  ten  miles  to  the  north 
Che  child  was  freely  purged  during  the  of  London,  in  a  bracing  and  iuvigorat- 
nigfht,  and  in  the  morning  was  relieved,  ing  atmosphere. 

and  out  of  danger.  The  profession  will,  of  course,  under- 
Case  V.— A  slender  child  of  four  stand  that  I  do  not  recommend  bleeding 
years,  on  the  fourth  night,  under  cir-  in  all  cases  of  scarlatina ;  but  in  those 
comstances  very  similar,  but  with  worse  that  are  severe,  attended  with  intense 
throat,  was  treated  by  six  ounces  of  heat  of  skin  and  rapid  pulse,  or  tbe 
blood  from  the  jugrular vein, followed  by  slipktest  brain  disturbance; — and  the 
a  calomel  and  scammony  purgative,  time  for  bleeding  between  the  second 
with  the  same  result.  and  the  fifth  day  :  but  should  it  have 
It  might,  at  first  thought,  be  sup-  been  neglected  beyond  the  fifth,  and  the 
posed  that  such  active  remedies  must  oe  patient  be  under  stupor  or  delirium,  or 
followed  by  extreme  debility :  it  will  be  extreme  short  breathing,  the  lancet 
generally  (I  had  almost  said  invariably)  would  still  offer  tbe  best  chance  of  re- 
otherwise;  and  if  debility  be  the  con-  coyery,  as  illustrated  by  Case  the 
sequence  of  tbe  high  inflammatory  ac-  third.  Purging  from  the  very  com- 
tion,  we  can  scarcely  doubt  that  tbe  mencemeni  of  scarlet  fever  is  indispen- 
debility  will  be  obviated,  or  lessened,  by  sible ;  and  after  bleeding,  tbe  efiect  of  a 
diminishing  tbe  degree  and  shortening  purgative  relieves  iu  a  much  higher  de- 
the  duration  of  that  inflammatory  ac-  gree  than  before :  and  for  this  opinion 
tion.  In  accordance  with  this  general  we  have  the  highest  ancient  and  modem 
remark,  I  have  found  that  all  the  cases  authorities.  I  had  the  misfortune  to 
which  were,  during  the  first  four  days,  witness  a  case  where  purgatives  failed 
treated  actively,  were  tbe  soonest  well,  in  operating  upon  a  coild  for  the  first 
and  the  least  affected  by  after  ill-conse-  forty-eight  nours,  and  no  after-treatment 
qaences—as  glandular  disturbance,  ab>  could  recover  that  child :  it  died  after 
scess,  ^c. ;  and  were  the  least  weakened  five  days'  struggle, 
as  to  their  muscular  power.  ^  In  fine,  I  Some  objection  to  the  abstraction  of 
have  no  hesitation  m  saying  that  the  blood  may  arise,  at  least  with  the  pub- 
arrest  of  tbe  inflammatory  fever  is  the  lie,  from  an  apprehension  that  it  would 
arrest  of  debility,  and  hence  the  recom-  interrupt  the  continuance  of  the  rash : 
mencement  of  strength.  bleeding  and  purging  both  promote  that 

It  will  be  seen,  Uien,  that  I  cannot  continuance;  and  if  tne  eruption  be  pre- 
approve  of  that  mild  slntiphlogistic  plan,  viously  checked,  it  will  appear  more 
consisting  in  little  more  than  saline  fully  after  either, 
draujghts  and  barley-water,  too  often  l^onging  with  tepid  vinegar  and 
emp&yed  in  scarlatina  anginosa ;  and  water  is  useful  in  relieving  the  pungent 
that  my  experience  leaves  me  no  choice  heat  of  skin,  which  always,  more  or 
in  recommending  an  active  depleting  less,  attends  the  scarlatina  anginosa; 
plan  of  treatment.  yet,  where  there  is  head  affection,  this 

It  is  scarcely  necessaiy  for  me  to  ob-  should  not  be  depended  on  as  a  curative 

serve  that  I  have  here  written  solely  on  meant.     Indeed,  any  benefit  from  the 

the  form  of  scarlatina  termed  anginosa,  skin  is  little  to  be  relied  on ;  we  not 

not  maligna.     I  may  add  also,  that,  in  only  cannot  obtain  perspiration  during 

300  cases,  I  have  not  met  with  one  of  the  inflammatory  stage,  but,  in  many 

the  latter ;  and  this  circumstance  leads  instances,  several  weeks  pass  over  before 
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sweating,  or  eren  a  soft  state  of  skin,  conclusion  that  it  thus  connects  the  ins 
can  be  procured :  all  we  must  look  to  with  the  palpebra.    The  fact  that  this 
obtain  is  lessened  heat;  and  Ions' ex-  ipmglion  is  wanting,  in  those  animals 
perience  has  taught  me  that  that  object  which  are  destitute  of  eyelids  and  a  move- 
is  best  accomplished  by  active  early  de-  able  iris,  seems  strongnr  to  confirm  the 
pletion.  view  I  have  taken  or  it,— that  it  con- 
It  is,  no  doubt,  a  matter  of  regret,  that  nects  the  eyelids  with  the  iris :  the  si- 
the  practitioner  may  oflen  find  a  diffi-  milarity  of  actions  and  structure  of  both 
culty  in  procuring  the  concurrence  of  are  too  striking  to  admit  of  a  doubt 
friends  and  parents  in  this  plan  of  treat-  that  the  former  aie  the  result  of  this 
ment ;  and  we  have  only  to  hope  that  its  anatomical  relation.    Your   correspon- 
advantages  may  be  as  fully  appreciated  dent  has  not  informed  us  of  any  pur- 
as  those  of  a  similarly  active  treatment  pose  there  could  be  in  its    connexion 
in  measles,  and  we  do  not  question  that  with  these  nerves,  if  it  i^ally  be  not  for 
experience  will  produce  this  beneficial  that  I  have  suggested.    Why  else  is 
result^ I  am,  sir,  there  this  union  ?   A  warm  advocate  of 
Your  obedient  humble  servant.  Sir  Charles  Bell's  will  not  tell  us  that 
W.  Hammond,  Jun.  it  is  accident :  Sir  Charles  says,  **  there 
Wbeutoae,  If aich  24,  18S4.  i"  no  accident  in  an  animal  body."    In- 

_«_^ deed,  if  the  ganglion  be  not  for  the 

combining  together  of  the  various  parts 

REPLY   TO   MR.  THURNAM'S  OB.  to  which    the    nerves    connected   with 

SERVATIONS  ON  THE  IRIS,  &c.  them  go,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  what 

^^^^  office  tney  possess  in  the  animal  econo- 
my.    If  the  ganglion  in  question  be  not 

Tq  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  formed  by  the  third  and  nfth  nerves,  I 

would  ask  how  it  happens  that  injury 

S'(^>  or  disease  of  either  of   these  nerves 

I  ENTIRELY   agree    with   your  corres-  should  be  attended  with  paralysis  of  the 

pondent,  Mr.  Tnumam,  as  respects  his  iris  P    The  difficulty  of  answering  this, 

proposition,  of  the  propriety  oT  indivi-  otherwise  than  in  the  manner  I  have 

duals  being  well  acquainted  with    the  sug^fested,  proves  the    impropriety  of 

anatomy,  before  they  presume  to  con-  jelyvast    exclusively     upon     anatomy, 

lecture  about  the  physiology,  of  parts.  The  fact   that  belladonna,  applied  to 

JPerbaps  he  will  not  disagree  with  me,  the  branches  of  the  ophthalmic  division 

when  I  affirm  that  the  best  anatomists  of  the  fifth,  also  paralyses  the  iris,  is  a 

have  not  always  proved  the  ablest  phy-  striking  confirmation  of  this  view.     If 

siologists,  and  that  for  a  very  obvious  the  retina  and  iris  had    merely  to  be 

reason ;  viz.  that  the  order  of  talent  ne-  brought  to  sympathize  with  eacn  other, 

cessary  for  the  one  is  not  always  com-  what  occasion  lor  the  ophthalmic  gan- 

bined  with  the  other.     It  is  the  same  gliou  to  be  joined  with  the  branches  of 

with  those  who  have  prosecuted  expe-  uie  third  and  fi fib.  ?    It  would  but  have 

rimental  physiology :— it  is  one  thing  required   that  a  communication    were 

to  make  experiments,  and  a  very  dil-  established  between   the    two    former; 

ferent  one  to  reason  correctly  on   the  and  yet  but  one  author  is  adduced  in 

fhenomena  attending  living  dissection,  support  of  this  view,  and  he,  I  believe, 

venture  on  these  remarks,  not  in  the  does  not  pretend  to  have  traced  filaments 

spirit  of  speculation  merely ,  but  as  bear-  from  the  ciliary    nerves  to  the  retina, 

ing  on  toe  question  at  present  before  except  in  one  or  two  animals,  in  whose 

us ;  and  for  their  truth  I  need  but  refer  eves,  be  it  observed,  the  arrangement  of 

to  the  well-known  experiments  of  Ma-  the  ciliary  nerves  is  oflen  Ytry  different 

Sendie,  Bell,  and  Mayo ;  particularly  of  from  that  in  the  human  eye,  inasmuch 

le  first — the  extravagance  of  some  of  as  some  have  two  ophthalmic  ganglia, 

whose  deductions  are  perfectly  astound-  and  others  have  none  at  all.    And  mark 

ing.  the  contradiction  of  those  who  sa;^  that 

With  respect  to  the  ophthalmic  gan-  the  ciliary  nerves,  supposed  to  be  in  the 

glion,  your  correspondent  thinks  that  it  retina,  convey  the  stimulus  of  light  to 

IS  not  formed  by  a  union  of  the  third  the  iris,  when  they  will  not  allow  the 

and  fiflh  nerves,  but  that  it  is  simply  ciliary  nerves  in  the  iris  to  have  the 

connected  with  them.    Now  whichever  same    properties ;— as    if    the    ciliary 

way  we  look  at  it  we  cannot  escape  the  nerves,  in  the  iris,  could  not  be  stimu- 
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Imted  by  light,  m  well  as  thoie  presumed  have  already  said  so  much  on  this  point 

to  be  in  the  retina!  that  I  do  not  think  myself  justified  in 

Your  correspondent  has  carefully  ah*  repeating  it :  I  have  not  trusted  sim- 
alained  from  entering  into  the  Tarioos  ply  to  the  anatomy,  as  your  correspon- 
arguments  I  have  adduced  in  support  of  dent  has  done,  but  have  also  reasoned 
mj  propositions.  In  so  doing  he  may  from  the  physiology  and  pathology* 
bave  acted  wisely,  if  not  justly.  He  has  It  thus  appears  to  be  proved,  by  re- 
thought proper  to  confine  himself  to  the  ference  to  tne  experiments  of  Bell,  Ma- 
anatomy  ol  the  nerves.  He  has  not  gendie,  and  Mayo,  that  injury  of  the 
been  able  to  disprove  that  there  is  an  tnird  and  fiAh  nerves  paralyses  the  iris, 
anatomical  relation  between  the  nerves  and  consequently  the  ophthalmic  gan- 
of  the  iris  and  those  of  the  palpebra ;  glion  and  ciliary  nerves ;  and  that  in- 
nor  has  he  proved,  although  ne  has  luryofthe  branches  of  the  fifth  para- 
been  lately  dissecting  these  nerves,  that  lyses  the  voluntary  motion  of  the  mus- 
there  is  such  relation  between  the  iris  cies  to  which  they  go,  whilst  their  res- 
and  retina.  piratoir  or  involuntary  motions  are  pa- 

'*Butthe  most  objectionable  part  of  this  ralysedby  division  of  the  branches  of 

(my)  theory  is  the  idea  of  the  branches  the  portio  dura. 

ol*  the  fifth  nerve,  which  supply  the  Having  thus,  as  T  conceive,  fairly 
orbit  and  forehead,  being  compound  surmounted  the  'insuperable  objec- 
Bervee,  ministering  to  nuftiau  as  well  as  tions*'  of  your  correspondent,  I  have  no- 
sensation."  Why  is  this  the  most  ob-  thing  ftirther  to  add,  but  leave  it  with 
ieetionable  part  ?  Because  it  is  the  your  readers  to  decide  which  of  these 
least  accordant  with  facta  and  probabi-  views  is  the  most  correct ;  and  whether 
lity  ?  No :  but  because  it  does  not  he  is  the  more  likely  to  have  arrived  at 
agree  wtth  the  theory  of  Sir  Chsrles  a  proper  conclusion,  who  has  looked  at 
Bell,  and  others.  Sir  Charles  Bell  the  facts  of  anatomy,  human  and  com- 
maintains  two  theories ;  the  one,  that  parative,  the  deductions  of  physiology, 
the  muscles  used  in  respiration  and  ex-  and  the  phenomena  of  disease,  or  ne 
presaion  are  supplied  with  two  sets  of  who  simply  refers  to  a  portion  of  the 
nerves,  vis.  a  set  for  their  respiratory  anatomy, 
motions,  and  another  set  for  tneir  vo-  T  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir, 
luntary  motions :  as  respects  the  mus-  Your  very  obedient  servant, 
clea  of    the  face  and  forehead    these  John  Walker, 

nerves  appear  to  be  the  fifth  and   portio  Astiatant-Surgeon  to  the  Mancbenter 
dura.    The  other  theory  is,  that  the  Eye  lottiiution,  &c. 
fifth  nerves,  coming  off  from  difierent  Mucbester,  April  8, 1884. 
portions  of  the  prolongation  of  the  spi- 
nal column  in  the  train,  partake  of  two  ''                            ^ 
different  properties— viz.  .sensation  and  «„^«,«.„,^„  ^„  .,««,  ,,^«^, 
motion  ;  whilst  it  appears  that  branches  RESPIRATION  OF  NE  W-BORN 
from  the  fonner  go  simply  to  the  into-  CHILDREN. 

gnments  and  muscles  of  the  face,  fore-  »  

bead,  '^c. ;  and  that  branches  from  the 

latter  go  only  to  the  muscles  of  the  jaw.  To  the  Editor  of  tht  Medical  Gazette. 
Whether  these  branches  can  be  said  to 

pass,  from  their  origins  in  the  brain,  to  ^'^' 

their  final  destination,  without   inter-  Considering  how  much  attention  is  at 

communicating,  is  what  I  do  not  pre-  present  bestowed  upon  the  science  of 

tend  to  settle ;  but  I  believe  it  is  con-  medical  jurisprudence,  iCnd  the  unsatis- 

sidered  that  they  do  not.    Certainly  the  factory  nature  of  the  evidence  that  the 

experiments  of  Sir  Charles  Bell  prove  medical    practitioner   frequently    finds 

that  the  muscles  of  the  face  are  para-  himself  obliged    to    give    upon    some 

lysed  by  division  of  the  branches  of  the  very    important    questions    connected 

fifth,  as  certainly  as  those  of  Magendie  with  it,  I  presume   that  contributions 

prove  the  same  with  respect  to  those  of  on  the  subject  will  be  acceptable   to 

the  eyelids  and  iris.     If  this    theory  your    readers.      There    is    no    greater 

(which  is  opposed  to  the  other)  cannot  desideratum,    perhaps,    in    the    whole 

be  made  to  accord  with  facts,  the  infer-  science,    than    the    means    of    ascer- 

ence  is,  that  the  theory  must  be  made  to  taining  with  certainty  whether  a  child 

suit  the  facts,  and  not  the  latter  distorted  found  dead  has  ever  breathed.     If  the 

to    agree    with    the    former.     But    I  following  appear  to  you  to  afford  a  sa- 
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tisfactory  test  for  this  purpose,  I  hope  it  the  parietes  hj  ivhich  they  are  enclosed, 

iriU  be  deemed,  wortinr  of  a  place  in  so  as  to  distend  the  chest,  instead  of 

your  instructive  journal.— I  am,  sir,  making  a  constent  effort  at  separation, 

Your  obedient  servant,  and  drawing  the  sides  of  the  chest  to^. 

John  0.  Bloxam.  ther ;  the  blood-vessels,  instead  ofhemst 

Newport,  I.  w.  expanded,  and  thereby  filled  with  blood, 

24tb  Usrcb,  18S4.  must  be  compressed,  and  their  natural 

, .  .  T  •    /•      J   1  injection  obstructed,  if  not  entirely  pre- 

The  test  which  I  propose,  is  founded  rented ;— a  fact  of  some  importance  to 
upon  the  peculiar  nature  of  respiration,  the  obstetrician,  though  not  hitherto 
and  of  the  organs  bv  which  this  func-  noticed.  Since  the  lungs  in  this  case 
tion  is  performed.  When  an  opening  is  j^^ep  up  a  distending  pressure  upon 
made  through  the  parietes  of  the  chest,  the  panetes,  instead  of  drawing  them 
the  lungs,  it  is  well  known,  collapse,  together,  of  course  the  parietes  exert 
and  expel  a  quanUty  of  air  from  Uieir  no  influence  to  prevent  the  lungs  from 
interior.  This  phenomenon  results  from  contracting,  and  an  opening  made 
the  circumstance,  that  the  lungs  are  through  the  parietes  consequently  can- 
made  to  fill  the  cavity  wherein  they  are  not  give  rise  to  that  contraction  of  the 
conUined,  by  the  admission  of  air  into  i„ng,^  ^nd  expulsion  of  air,  which  takes 
their  interior  through  the  trachea ;  their  place  in  the  other  case, 
natural  or  original  bulk  being  conside-  The  foregoing  facts,  then,  furnish  a 
rably  smaller  than  the  cavity,  after  in-  means  for  deciding,  in  every  case,  whe- 
spiralion  has  been  performed.  The  di-  ther  respiration  has  been  performed, 
mensions  of  the  cavity  of  the  chest  bar-  xf,  upon  making  an  opening  into  the 
ing  been  enlarged  by  the  contraction  of  chest,  so  as  to  allow  the  pressure  of  the 
the  muscles  ofrespiration,  and  the  lungs  atmosphere  to  act  upon  the  surface  of 
hem^r  thereby  drawn  into  a  stete  of  ex-  the  lungs,  those  organs  collapse,  and 
tension,  ihe  latter  oiwins  remain  af-  expel  a  portion  of  the  air  contained  in 
terwards-in  a  state  of  acUon;  an  ef-  them,  such  air  must  have  been  intro- 
fort  to  contract  to  their  original  bulk  duccd  by  the  action  of  natural  respira- 
18  constantly  kept  up,  in  consequence  tion.  If,  on  the  contrary,  upon  making 
of  the  elasuc  nature  of  those  tubes  such  an  opening,  this  phenomenon  does 
into  which  the  atmosphere  finds  its  not  occur,  any  air  which  the  lungs  may 
way ;  and  this  contraction  actually  contein  must  have  been  introduced  by 
tekes  place  the  moment  the  parietes  some  other  means  than  by  inspiration, 
of  the  chest  are  rendered  pervious  The  best  method  of  putting  this  test 
to  air,  so  as  to  allow  the  atmo-  into  practice  is  to  put  the  head  of  the 
sphere  to  enter  immediately  the  cavity  infant  under  water  at  the  time  that  an 
of  the  chest  itself.  This  elastic  acUon  incision  is  made  through  the  sides  of  the 
of  the  air-tubes  is  a  provision  of  great  chest.  The  advantages  of  this  proceed- 
imporUnce,  as  it  not  only  prevents  the  ing  are,— first,  that  the  air  which  is  ex- 
blood-vessels  in  the  lungs  from  suffering  pcTled  from  the  lungs  may  then  be  seen 
compression  during  expiration,  as  must  rising  through  the  water,  concerning  the 
have  happened  had  they  remained  mere  occurrence  of  which  there  could  not  be 
passive  agents  during  this  part  of  the  any  difference  of  opinion ;  secondly,  if 
process  ofrespiration,  but  it  holds  these  a  child  were  still-born,  and  air  blown 
vessels  in  a  state  of  expansion,  whereby  into  its  lungs  from  the  mouth  of  another 
at  the  first  inspiration  the  blood  is  drawn  pereon,  there  would  be  no  expulsion  of 
into  a  new  channel,  and  is  afterwards  air  upon  the  chest  being  opened ;  but 
prevented  from  returning  to  iu  original  when  the  body  became  cold,  the  air 
or  feul  course.  would  condense,  and  possibly  give  rise 

The  condiUon  of  all  these  parts  is  en-  to  some  pajrtial  contraction  of  the  lungs, 

tirely   different  when   the   lungs  have  The  front  of  the  right  side  of  the  chest 

been  inflated  by  any  other  means  than  would   be   the  most  eligible  part    for 

by  natural  inspiration.     If  the  air,  in-  making  the  incision, 
stead  of  being  drawn  into  the  lungs  to        It  may  be  worth  observing,  that,  as 

occupy  the  space  created  by  the  previous  a  few  small  bubbles  of  air  are  liable  to 

enlargement  of  the  chest  and  consequent  escape  from  the  nostrils,  upon  putting 

dutention  of  the  lungs,  be  either  gene-  the  head  under  water,  the  practitioner 

rated  m  their  substance  or  foreed  into  would  do  well  to  ascertain  that  no  air 

the    natural    tubes    by    any     artificial  remained  in  the  nostrils  before  he  pro- 

means,  the  lungs  must  be  forced  against  cecded  to  open  the  chest. 
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HiBMORRHAOE    FROM    THE  b«morrhagic.  ToDgqc  clean  and  moist : 

BOWELS.  ^®*^*  •tonger. 

Repetatur  Confectio  Rosanim  c.  Quin. 

r*  the  Editor  ^  «*«  Jtf«*c«/  C««««.  ^^-  ^'  ^  «  *"'*  "**^'"  *«'  *«• 

Dec.    30th.  —  Freer   from    bleeding 

°">                        ,             .  lately ;   looks  and  feels  better.     Uait 

lEMCUMBToaaeaseofsenoasbKiiKw-  y^^^  ^  account,  and  Ends  that  from 

ilM«e  from  the  bowels,  for  insertion  m  November  Ifth,  1828,  to  this  day,  be 

tbeXondon  Medical  Gazette,  if  tbought  has  lost  blood  241  times. 

of  sufficient  mterest— I  remain,  sir,  ^^       19^^ ,  830.— Pretty  weU  till  tbe 

Your  obediMit  Mrvant,  loj,  in8tont,8ince  whicb  tbe  bemorrbage 

.   **"  ,"••  "•■••'•*"»  bas  returned  almost  daily,  always  imme- 

*                              r-      '  diately  altera  motion:  it  comes  out  now 

CeepcrVBow,  Ai>m  18,  ISM.  i„  ^  stream,  bas  a  brigbt  Horid  colour, 

Ei^nnve  «Mf  limo-eoiilinM«4  HoMor.  ^^  amounts  to  a  pint  or  more  at  a  time. 

rhiMjrom  the  lUctum—Anmnu,—  Ex^remdy  reduced;  countenance  very 

ProUpnu  Reeti-Retmtum  tf  Urint  exMnguine,  of  leaden  hoe ;  skm  at  other 

—CkS*r*  tvM,tom»— Death.  P«f^  1«".»e  "H***  •  tongue  also  very 

T         «>_.    tooA     T»    i        ^   cA  pale ;  a  Violent  beating  at  the  top  of  the 

June  airt,   1M9.— R.  A.,  ct  »,  a  ^^^     .j^^  vibratory  "no  pain ;  a  slight 

!!2!.'?^wlf'i'*!T7l!."**?''^*J^*^  bemS/rhoIdal  fringe  round  tbe  anus; 

r^»^*!l"  '"'V^tobcr,  since  wben  a,„cous  membrane  of  rectum  relaxed;  no 

be  tuttn^  from  c^tmu^Uetdmgfnm  in^n^, -Ue  or  varicose  vein  discover, 

the  bowels  J  at  first  be  had  some  dmr.  able;  gut  capacious.    Mr.  Howsbip  was 

rh«..  tonmna,  tennmus,  and  dime,  but  ^^\£^   ^       -^^  ^^  i„d„je  Uie 

UUeAjr  pore  blood,  pa»es,^hichu  external  piles  in  a  llgatore,  so  as  to  pro. 

somebmesdarkjt  others  light  eolonred;  j„^  surrounding  inflammation,  wficb 

«,in«tanM  dotted,  at  othm  fluid ;  ooca-  ^^  ^^^  ^„„y  terminate  in  the  effusion 

aionaUy  to  the  amoont  of  n^ly  a  pint  of  coa^ulable  lymph,  and  obliteration  of 

at  a  time,  hot  generally  only  an  ounce  ^^  ^,.      ^f  J^ /  ,;^<,„hoidal  veins 

or  two;  It  osuallY  flows  immediately  ^.  j,        '  -^  ^                 f       ^^ 

'Pflili"        ;i       K-           S^«Si.  *y  *•  bleefing,  in  hU  opinion,  proceeds, 

of  blood  greatlr:  hu  appetate  Wis  off;  ^he  operatKu  was  delayed,  Lm  his 

be  IS  very  weak,  and  moch  emaciated,  extreme  debility.     The  horizontal  posi- 

Vanoos   means  have   been  employed,  ^^       ^.^,,  ,,,/,        «.a,iflexed;  iiject 

among  which  may  be  menUoned  vene-  <,oldNvater  into  reStum  eveiy  m^Dg; 

sectaon,  leeches,  blisters,  opium.mercary,  j,^j„„  ^f^^^  ^  libitum. 

digiljdis,Mtimonjr,iron,sn  phateofcop-  August  22d.-Stronger;  nobleeding; 

per,  lead  (which  in  tbe  solid  form  pm-  ^  ^^"^  „^,     j^J»  ^'^^   ^^jff; 

tluced  gnping,  and  was  "oon  omitted),  ^  ,y^^,  ^'^„  g^^           ^^ 

iDfoMon  of  roses,  catechu^  alum,  oak-  ^^        ,,  ^  f^  ^^  ^^  ^'  ^y^  ^^  ^ 

!^''^i.'J!!]P^*!.  "^"'^  J?  ««t»i;   the  pins  were  left,  and  the 

ttOBS.   The  bleeding  has  been  from  time  „;.„    J_j    .  Jr.,„,i   ,i,„_    _;,i.    .»_.__ 

to  time  checked  ffr  a  few  weeks,  but  jSed^g,^^^^^  ^^""   ^^^    ^^"^"^ 

agam  breaks  out.  23d.— Considerable  pain  in  rectum; 

R.     Flimib.  Supcracet.  gnr.  i. ;    Acid.  ^^  bleeding ;  no  motion ;  great  dysuria, 

AcetM.  distill.;  Tr.  Onii  aa  gtt.  x  ;  ^^^  bladder  eventually  emptied;  pulse 

Aq.  Pune  Jj. ;  M.  fiat  baastns  ter  die  g^  yibj^jo^y,               "^        *^           ^ 

sume&dus.  '              '  * 

Aoy .  aotb.— The  bleeding  bas  con-  ^*^-  ^P"'  «r»^h.B. 

tinueo  more  or  less,  with  intervals  of  a  24th. — ^Tumor  ash-coloured ;  consider- 

week  and  a  fortnight,  since  last  report,  ably  less  pain;  some  irritation  of  bladder 

The  lead  in  solution  seemed  at  first  to  still ;  no  motion ;  thirst, 

restrain  the  haemorrhage,  but  destroying  26th. — Tumors  included  in  the  liga- 

fais  appetite,  griping,  and  appearing  to  tures  sphacelated  and  discharging  pus ; 

weaken  him,  it  was  discontinued.    He  pain  greatly  subsided ;    frequent   and 

bas  since  tried  logwood,  without  benefit,  painful  micturition;  no    bleeding;   no 

and  for  tbe  last  fortnight  has  taken  tJbe  motion  ;  pulse  vibratory,  100;  some  fe- 

coiiiection  of  roses  in  milk.     No  bleed-  ver;  pins  removed. 

ing  for  a  week  ;  countenance  very  pale;  Catap.  panis,  haubtus  ai»cricu8  stulim; 

pulse  regular,  vibratory,  and  decidedly  cnvma  commune ;  light  diet. 
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29tb.  —  No  bleeding  ;    bowels   well        DttMeetion.-^Luxigs  unadberent,  and 

opened   by   medicine;    pulse    less    vi-  perfectly  bealtby;  beait  large;  coronary 

bratory.  arteries  thickened,  but  not  ossified;  ^i. 

Sept.  12tb.— Countenance  still  sallow;  of  serous  fluid  in  left  side  of  thorax; 

feeble,  yet  stronger ;  piles  more  promi-  lirer  lare«    and  fragile ;    gall-bladder 

nent;  anus OBdematous;  a  slight  tinge  of  distended  with  gfreen  bile;  spleen  and 

blood  after  each  motion.  pancreas  and  stomach  healthy ;  small  in* 

Oct.  27th. — Stronfi^er;  less  beating  in  testines  remarkably  flaccid,  diaphanous, 

head ;  still  a  little  bleedinfj'.  empty, and  pale;  a  diverticulum  m  ileum; 

May  5th,  1833. — Bleeding  has  con-  mucous  membrane  of  coecum  red ;  de- 
tin  ued,  more  or  less  at  interyals,  since  scending  colon  contracted  in  the  centre, 
last  report:  for  the  last  seyeral  months  butbecameas  capacious  as  any  part  on  the 
a  little  blood  after  motion  almost  daily;  least  pressure.  The  parts  above,  howeyer, 
exceedingly  exhausted  ;  cannot  walk  as  far  as  the  coecum,  distended  partly  by 
without  assistance ;  a  perfect  specimen  air  and  partly  by  a  iJbin  yiscid  yellow 
of  aneemia.  fluid.      Kectum,  examined  with  great 

Qnin.sulph.  gr.  i.;  Acid,  sulph.dilut  Tt^x.;  care,  was  perfectly  healthy :  it  is  in  my 

Tr.  Gent  co.  Jl.  ter  die  ex  aqna.  museum,  and  open  to  inspection.     Kta- 

lOth. —  Prolapsus  of  rectum  the  last  neys  large,  congested,  and  somewhat 

few  days,  with  retention  of  urine,  re-  hypertrophied.    Bladder  contracted,  and 

quiring  the  introduction  of  the  catheter  quite  empty, 
twice  a^day. 

Rep.  med.  lojectio  cort  quercus.  Remaars. — ^This  case  presents  some 

2lst. — Gut  not  so  much  down ;  has  points  of  interest,  to  which  I  particu- 

passed  his  urine  wiUiout  the  instrument  ^^^Y  "^^^  ^  advert.     Tn  the  first  place, 

the  two  last  days ;    no   bleeding ;    so  ^^  long-continued  hemorrhage,  in  spite 

feeble  that  he  can  scarcely  turn  in  bed ;  of  every  thing  tried,  is  a  peculiar  fca- 

sligbt  oedema  of  legs,  and  sense  of  flue-  ^^f  &i^d  one  which  I  do  not  remember 

tuation  in  abdomen.  C'^er  to  have  seen  where  no  dysentery  or 

R.  Fcrri  muriat.  m.  xv.  ter  die.  orgjanic  disease  would  account  for  it. 

June  28th.— Much  benefited  by  the  ?  "  *  «^  specimen  of  heemorrhage 

iron ;  feels  stronger ;  no  bleeding ;  gut  "^"?  transudation,  to  which  so  much  at- 


entirely  returned ;  pain  in  head  sub-  *«"iJ?"  ^"  ¥^^  ?**<'  ^fj^^- 
sided;  is  able  to  get  up,  and  has  been  ^^Y'  \\  *  beautiful  sp 
into  his  garden ;  has  been  several  times    f"®"".  a"  ^^e  characteristics  of  which 


purged  to-day.  '  *'  clearly    possessed,    particularly   the 

rr    n  ♦    V     1'     rn    rw  ..  _            ^  Strong  and  annoying  beatinflf  at  the  top 

w  1    ^  1       «  X.      1     ■!      11.  has  more  especially  alluded. 

July  6th.— Better  the  dy  before  yes-  3^1-,    n'jg  interesting,  as  shewing 

terday;    purging  returned  excessively  that  the  operation  of  excSiiiginflamma - 

yesteiday,  and  lias  continued  to^ay;  tion  in  tiie  neighbourhood  of  the  veins, 

motions  passed  with  very  great  violence  the  souree  of  hemorrhage  in  a  constitu- 

veiyfrequendy;  have  all  the  appearance  tion  the    most  unfavourable,  was  not 

of  nee  water;  nothing  fecal ;  constant  without  some  good  eflect-a plan  which 

vomiting ;  no  cramp ;  skin  much  shn-  j,^  ^f  late  succeeded  so  weU  in  the 

veiled  and  cold;  voice  only  ma  whisper;  treatment  of  varicose  veins  of  the  leg, 

has  micturated  freely  to-day;  features  under  Mr  Mayo 

much  altered ;  tongue  pale  and  moist  4thlj,  it  shews  the  good  eflects  of 

Mist,  eflervescens,  4ta  quaqoe  hori.  steel  in  anemia ;  for  the  constitution  was 

Cataplasma  sinap.  cpigastrio.  materially  improved  by  it.    From  being 

6th.  —  Refreshed    by    the    mixture,  unable  to  turn  in  bed,  be  was  able  to 

which  staid  down ;  weaker;  faint;  rest-  get  up  and  walk;  he  seemed,  indeed, 

less;  very  uneasy,  but  in  no  actual  pain;  last  getting  well,  till  the  fatal  diarrhea 

twelve  motions  (which  nearly  filled  the  supervened. 

chamber-poO  of  green  colour;  they  seem  ^Lastly,  The  diarrhea  itself  is  worthy 

composed  of  offensive  slimy  mucus ;  no  of  consideration,  as  it  is  apparently  an 

cramp ;  pulse  06,  regular ;  tongue  clean ;  illostratiou  of  a  remark  maoe  by  Andral, 

skin  cold ;    in   doubt  whether  he    has  --namely,  that  a  metastasis  may  take 

made  water  to-day  or  not.  place  of  fluid  from  the  serous  to  toe  mu- 

7th.— Died  at  9  p.m.  yesterday.  cous  membrane  of  the  bowels,  and  be 
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attended  with  some  of  the  symptoms  of  exuninatiou,  although  thej  maj  h«?e 

cholera  sfMsmodica.  obtained  their  degrees  at  an  university 

where  these  honours  cannot  be  acquired 

without  a  rigid  examination,  and  the 

MEDICAL  REFORM.  possession  of  ample  qualifications. 

To    remedy   these    gnevances,  it  is 

scoossTiONs  roa  the  PAauAMENTAav  essential  that  goyemment  enforce  uni- 

coMMiTTBs.  formity  of  system  in  all  the  universities 

in  the  British  dominions.     If  univer- 

T«  tk*  Editor  qf  the  Medical  GaxttU.  «*'«•  ^  permitted  to  form  Aw  own 

*^  arrangements,  some  will  be  induced  to 
Si>^t  offer  greater  facilities  to  students,  and 
Tbk  subject  of  medical  reform  has  require  a  shorter  residence,  and  make 
lately  occupied  so  much  of  the  attention  their  examinations  less  rigid  than  others, 
of  the  profession,  that  it  may  appear  Individuals  will  always  be  found  eager 
superfluous  to  address  you  on  so  nack-  to  avail  themselves  of  these  advantages, 
ueyed  a  theme.  At  the  same  time,  the  and  there  will  exist  a  perpetual  source 
sttDJect  is  one  of  so  much  interest  and  of  jealousy  and  dissatisfaction  amongst 
importance  to  the  profession  and  to  the  those  physicians  who  have  been  pro- 
pnblic,  and  the  present  time  is  so  pecu-  perly  educated,  and  have  fairly  earned 
Uarly  appropriate  for  the  consideration  the  honours  which  they  have  received, 
of  au  matters  relating  to  it,  that  I  deem  Unless,  therefore,the  committee  strongly 
it  incumbent  on  all  who  have  reflected  recommend,  and,  indeed,  insist  on  Uiis 
on  the  consequences  that  may  probably  great  object,  all  their  other  measures 
result  from  the  report  of  the  parliamen-  will  be  futile  and  of  no  avail ;  but  if 
tary  committee  now  inquiring  into  the  they  can  prevent  universities  m>m  con- 
state of  the  profession,  to  offer  such  sug-  ferring  degrees,  except  after  a  residence 
gestions  as  may  tend  to  simplify  and  of  a  certain  duration,  and  a  strict  exami- 
iminish  the  laoours  of  the  committee,  nation  into  the  qualifications  of  the  can- 
4nd  to  palliate  or  remove  the  grievances  didates.  they  will  bestow  a  boon  on  the 
of  the  present  condition  of  toe  profes-  profession  and  the  public,  and  very 
aion.  I  am  therefore  induced  to  request  much  simplify  the  rest  of  their  own 
that  you  will  insert  the  following  re-  arrangements. 

marks    in    an    early    number    oi    the  If  this  preliminary  measure  be  se- 

Gazette.  cured,  all  physicians  who  have  gpradu- 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  enter  into  a  ated  in  England,  Scotland,  or  Ireland, 
history  of  the  origin  of  the  Colleges  of  should  become  members  of  the  College 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  and  of  the  of  Physicians  in  London  without  any  ex- 
Apothecaries'  Company,  nor  to  give  an  amination,  but  merely  on  entering  their 
abstract  of  their  by-laws :  these  matters  names ;  and  this  they  should  be  required 
have  been  so  frequently  and  fully  stated  to  do  if  they  settle  in  England.  A  simi- 
of  late,  that  they  must  be  familiar  to  all  lar  regulation  should  prevail  in  Scotland 
your  readers.  I  shidl  therefore  limit  and  Ireland  in  regardTto  English  physi- 
my  remarks  to  the  circumstances  with  cians  practising  in  those  countries, 
wnich  the  members  of  the  profession  in  In  addition  to  the  universities  already 
general  are  most  dissatisfied,  and  to  the  established,  it  is  very  desirable  that 
alterations  which  are  best  calculated  to  there  should  be  i  power  in  London  of 
promote  the  respectabilitv  of  the  profes-  conferring,  medical  degrees  ;  not  that 
sion  and  the  welfare  of  tne  community,  this  privile^^e  should  be  granted  to  the 

The  chief  matters  of  complaint  with  Lonaon  University,  or  to  any  other  me- 

the  great  body  of  physicians  in  this  dical  establishment  exclusively,  but  that 

country  are,  that  toey  are  precluded  one  university  should  exist  in  London  for 

from  tne  highest  honours  of  the  profes-  the  purpose  of  giving  medical  degrees  to 

siun,  and  from  all  share  in  the  govern-  those  who  have  properly  used  the  means 

ment  of  the  London  College  of  Phy-  of  acquiring    professional  knowledge, 

sicians,  unless  they  have  been  educated  which  the  great  hospitals  and  able  lec- 

at  one  of  the  English  universities,  where  turcs  in  the  metropolis  afford, 

the  means  of  acquiring  medical  know-  The  advantages,  indeed,  of  instituting 

ledge  are  ver^'  imperfect;  and  that  they  a  medical  university  in  London  have  re- 

cannot  even   become  licentiates  of  the  cently  been  so  clearly  and  forcibly  stated 

London  College  without  undergoing  an  in  the  Medical  Gazette,  that  it  is  un- 
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necessary  to  make  any  addition  to  what  in  the  present'  state  of  public  feeling, 
bas  been  so  ably  said  by  the  learned  this  learned  body  cannot  longer  retain, 
editor  on  this  subject.  exclusively,  powers  which  were  con- 
In  respect  to  the  government  of  the  ferred  upon  them,  and  perhaps  not  im- 
London  Collefi^  of  Physicians,  I  would  properly,  in  former  times,  and  under 

I>ropose  that  the  council  be  elected  for  circumstances  verv  different  from  those 

ife  by  Uie  members  at  large ;  and  to  which  prevail  in  the  present  day. 

prevent  inexperienced  persons  from  be-  I  would,  however,  deprecate  the  of- 

ing  appointed,  no  one  snould  be  eligible  fensive  and  intemperate  lan^age  which 

to  this  station  until  he  had  been  ten  has  too  oAen  been  addressed  to  the  Fel- 

years  a  member  of  the  College.  lows  of  the  College,  in  discussing  the 

Themedical  public  bodies  have  been  ex-  subject  of  medical  reform.    Such  per- 

posedtomuch  obloquy  on  account  of  their  sonalities  must  injure  any  cause,  and 

system  of  self-election  of  the  governing  are  almost  always   unjust,  as  well  as 

power,  and  of  their  permanent  retention  illiberal. 

of  office.  I  am,  however,  of  opinion,  It  ought  to  be  remembered,  that, 
that  the  council  cannot  preserve  their  both  in  former  ages,  and  in  the  present 
independence  if  they  are  liable  to  fre-  day,  the  Fellows  of  the  College  have 
quent  re-election  and  although  I  do  not  only  contributed  to  the  advance- 
not  mean  to  defend  the  mode  of  self,  ment  or  medical  knowledge  by  their 
election,  I.  am  persuaded  that  theplan  science  and  their  learning,  but  that  they 
of  universal  and  indiscriminate  sufirage  have  enhanced  the  respectability  of  the 
is  not  so  pure  and  perfect  as  to  be  free  profession,  by  the  intercourse  which 
Irom  objection.  To  palliate,  however,  as  their  education  at  the  English  univer- 
far  as  possible,  the  evils  of  both  systems,  sities  has  given  them  with  the  nobles 
I  would  advise  that  no  proxies  be  al.  and  gentry  of  the  land;  the  whole  pro- 
lowed,  and  that  members  exercise  their  fession  having,  in  some  degree,  partici- 
privilege  of  voting  only  by  personal  at-  pated  in  those  advantages, 
tendance  at  the  time  of  election.  It  may  be  thought  by  some,  that  if 

Whatever  changes  may  be  proposed  the  Fellows  of  the  Colle^  lose  their 

in  the  laws  relating  to  physicians,  diffi-  exclusive  privileges,  medical  students 

cutties  will  occur  m  regard  to  the  exist-  will  cease  to  attend  the  English  univer- 

iiig  race  of  practitioners.      Liberality  sities.    I  think  it  would  be  a  great  mb- 

should  be  shewn  to  them,  as  the  evils  fortune  to  the  profession,  were  this  to 

which  may  arise  from  excess  of  libera-  happen  :  I  have,  however,  no  fear  that 

lity  will  De  only  temporary,  and  will  such  would  be  the  result.    The  oppor- 

cease  with  Uie  present  generation.  tunities  which  those  places  afford  ofac- 

All  who  were  actually  in  practice  as  quiring  literary  and  classical  knowledge, 

physicians  at  a  certain  date  should  be  toe    high    connexions  which   may  l>e 

exempted  from  the    penalties    of  the  formed,  and  the  eclat  of  having  been 

new  laws,   as  was  done  in  regard  to  educated  at  Oxford  or  Cambridge,  to- 

the    apothecaries,   in   1816.      f  think  getherwith  the  prospect  of  ultimately 

however,  that  those  physicians  who  re-  obtaining  their  Fellowships  or  Profes- 

sided  at  an  univereity,  and  passed  an  aorships,  will  always  be  sufficient  in- 

examination    before    taking   their  de-  ducements,  with  a  certain  number  of 

grees,  should,  if  they  expressed  such  medical  students,  to  procure  degrees  at 

desire,  become  members  ot  the  London  those  ancient  and  celebrated  seats  of 

College,  without  further  examination;  learning. 

but  tEat  those  who  have  obtained  their  It  is  true    that   extensive    practical 

diplomas    merely     from     testimonials,  knowledge  of  medicine  cannot  be  ac- 

should  not  be  allowed  this  privile^,  quired  either  at  Oxford  or  Cambridgre ; 

without  due  inquiry  into  their  quahfi-  but  this  deficiency  can  be  supplied  in 

cations.  London  or  Edinbunrh,  where,  indeed. 

It  can  hardly  be  expected  that  these  the  generality  of  English    university 

proposed  changes  will  meet  with  the  students  already  resort  for  the  advan- 

cordial  concurrence  of  the  Fellows  of  the  tages  of  clinical  lectures  and  hospital 

I^iidon   College.     Men  arc  naturally  practice. 

very  reluctant  to  relinquish  privileges  The'  circumstances   that   chiefly  re- 

which  the)'  have  long  enjoyed ;  but  all  quire  the  attention  of  the  Parliamentary 

romm  unit  fos  must  yield  to  the  force  of  Comniittee,  in  the  departments  of  the  sur- 

ctrcum^taiict> ;  ani(  it  is  oidcnt,  that,  g'eon^  and  the  apothecaries,  are,  the  con- 
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fusion  and  perplexity  which  preyail,  in  sufficient  to  repay  the  expense  of  their 
consequence  ot  there  being  two  goTcrn-  education,  or. so  low  as  to  impede  Uie 
ing  bodies  over  those  branches ;  and  the  prof^ess  of  surgical  knowledge,  and  di- 
means  that  should  be  adopted  to  ensure  niinish  the  respectability  of  the  pro- 
efficient  and  cheap  medical  attendance  Asssion. 

for  the  lower  classes  of  society.  The  first-class  members  of  the  Col- 

A  very  large  majority  of  tlie  members  lege  of  Surgeons  should    be  required 

of  the   College  of  Surgeons   practise  to  possess  ample  general,  as  well  as 

pharmacy  ;  and  nearly,  if  not  (]uite,  all  professional   knowledge ;    to  have  de- 

the  members  of  the  Apothecaries'  Com-  yoted  a  longer  time  to  the  attendance 

pany    practise  surgery :    these  praeti-  upon  lectures  and  of  hospitals,  and  to 

tiouers  should,  therefore,  be  examined  undergo  more  rigid,  as  well  as  more 

and  governed  by  one  board.    The  Col-  frequent  examination,   than  would  be 

lege  of  Surgeons  ought  to  have  pos*  demanded  from  the  other  division, 

sessed  themselves  of  the  power  which  They  alone  should  be  eligible  to  bo 

was  granted  to  the  Apothecaries'  Com-  of  the    council ;    to  be    lecturers  and 

pany  in  1815.    It  is  useless  now  to  in-  teachers ;  to  serve  as  medical  officers  in 

quiie  into  the  cause  of  their  apathy  on  that  the  army  and  navy;  to  be  surgeons  to 

occasion :  the  only  way  to  rectify  the  mis-  prisons ;  and  to  be  the  attendants  of  lu- 

take  is,  either  to  deprive  the  Apothe-  natic  asylums:   governors  of  hospitals 

caries'  Company  of  the  power  of  exa-  and  dispensaries  should  also  be  recom- 

mining  candidates,    or  to  unite  their  mended  to  appoint  their  surgeons  exclu- 

examiners  with  the  council  of  the  Col-  sively  from  this  class, 

lege  of  Surgeons.  The  second-class  members  of  the  Col- 

The  Apothecaries'  Company    might  lege  should    possess    sufficient  profes- 

retain  their  privileges  as  a  traiHng  com-  sional  knowledge  to    enable   them  to 

pany,  but  they  should  not  be  permitted  treat  ordinary  cases  of  disease ;  but  a 

to  exercise  any  control  over  the  educa-  lower  rate  of  qualification,  and  a  shorter 

tion  and  qualifications  of  students,  ex-  attendance    at  lectures  and    hospitals, 

cept  in  conjunction  with  the  College  of  should  be  reouired  from  them,  than  from 

Surgeons.  those  of  the  nrst  class. 

All  the  members  of  the  College  of  If  a  second-class  member  wished  to 

Surgeons  ou^ht  to  be  examined  in  me.  join  the  first  class,  a  sufficient  additional 

dicine,  chemistry,  pharmacy,  and  mid-  attendance  at  lectures  and  hospitals,  to 

wifery,  as  well  as  on  anatomy  and  sur-  complete  the  curriculum  estabiishe<l  for 

gery.      A     few    general    practitioners  the  first  class,  should  be  required  from 

uiould,  therefore,  be  added  to  the  coun-  him;  and  he  should  undergo  fresh  exa- 

cil;  and   they  might,  with  great  ^pro-  minations. 

priety,  be  selected  from  the  examiners  Parish  attendances  should  be  open  to 
of  the  Apothecaries'  Company.  members  of  both  classes.  There  is,  how- 
If  this  union  be  established,  it  will  be  ever,  no  part  of  medical  polity  that  ro- 
necessary  to  alter  the  regulation  re-  quires  more  ample  revision,  or  that  is 
quiring  general  practitioners  to  have  more  worthy  of  toe  serious  consideration 
served  an  apprenticeship  ;  as  surgeons  of  the  committee,  than  that  which  con- 
can  much  better  oualify  themselves  by  cerns  the  medical  attendance  upon  pau- 
devoting  only  a  few  months  to  phar-  pers;  but  the  subject  ia  so  intimately 
macjr,  and  bv  a  longer  attendance  at  connected  with  matters  relating  to  the 
hospitals  ana  lectures,  than  by  a  ser-  Poor  Laws  in  general,  that  it  can  hardly 
vitude,  in  which  they  seldom  learn  an^  be  discussed  separately ;  and  it  would 
thing,  except  the  art  of  mixing  medi-  exceed  the  limits  which  I  have  assig^ied 
cines.  If,  toerefore,  apprenticeships  be  to  myself,  to  enter  upon  it  on  the  present 
not  abolished,    they  ought  not  to  be  occasion. 

compulsory.  .  The  Council  of  the  College  of  Sur» 

Tiie  medical  wants  of  all  ranks  can  geons  should  be  appointed  for  life,  by 

only  be  supplied  by  having  two  classes  the  members  of  botu  classes,  from  those 

of  members  of  the  College  of  Surgeons,  of  the  first  class,  of  ten  years'  standing. 

If  equaUty  of  qualification  be  demanded  Members  should  be  allowed  to  vote  only 

from  candidates,  the  required  standard  bv  personal  attendance  at  the  time  of 

must  either  be  so  high  as  to  preclude  election. 

proper  persons  from  settling  in  places  It  would  be  invidious  to  make  any 

where  the  compensation  can  never  be  distinction  amongst  the  present  members 
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of  the  Collegfe.  Thev  should  al],  there-  hoth  branches  of  the  profession.  If  a 
fore,  be  placed  in  tne  first  class ;  but  physician  chooses  to  become  a  general 
those  who  belong  to  the  Apothecaries'  practitioner,  he  ought  not  to  deem  it  a 
Company  only  should  be  second-class  nardship  that  he  be  compelled  to  forego 
members,  unless  they  qualified  for  the  his  title  of  Doctor,  and  submit  to  an  ex- 
higher  division.  amination  at  least  in   surgery,  phar- 

A  great  distinction  has  been  made  by  macy,     and    midwifery, — subjects    on 

some,  between  those  surgeons  who  do  which,  it  may  be  presumed,  he  was  not 

not  dispense  medicines,  and  those  who  minutely  Questioned  when  he  obtained 

practise  every  branch ;    but    as   these  his  medical  degree, 

matters  are  regulated  by  personal  consi-  In  so  TehemenUy  contending  for  this 

derations,  and  are  not  necessarily  con-  privilege,    the    fSdinburgh    graduates 

nected  with  professional  qualifications,  ought,  at  any  rate,  to  recommend  libe. 

they  should  be  left  to  the  cnoice  of  indi-  raHty  to  their  own  medical  corporate 

viduals,  and  not  be  subjects  of  legisla-  bodies.    The  first  surgeon  in  Loudon 

tive  enactment.  would  not,  in  the  present  day,  be  ]ier- 

The  surgeons  in  country  places  must  mitted  to  practise  in  Edinburgh,  with- 

supply  their  patients  with  medicines,  or  out  becoming  a  Fellow  of  the  College 

they  will  get  no  employment.     In  large  of  Surgeons  m  that  city ;  a  privilege  he 

towns,  too,  they  will  not,  at  first,  be  able  could  not  attain,  except  by  nassing  ao 

to  maintain  themselves  by  their  profes-  examination,  defending   a  tnesis,   and 

sional    labours,    unless    they    practise  pa3ring  a  larp  fee. 

pharmacy.      The  *'  fortunate  youths"  All  these  circumstances  shew  the  ne- 

who  have  private  fortunes,  may^  settle  at  cessity  of  adopting,  as  nearly  as  possi- 

once  as  prescribing  surgeons,  immediate  ble,  one  general  system  in  toe  medical 

professional  income  not  being  an  object  corporate  bodies  of  diflTerent  parts  of  the 

of  importance  to  them ;  but  those  who  United  Kingdom  ;  and  I  do  not  believe 

have  only  their  talents  and  their  indns-  that  much  benefit  will  arise  fW>m  any 

try  to  <iepend  upon,  must  be  general  change  that  does  not  include  this  im- 

practitioners.      All     members     ought,  portant  object.     If,  however,  one  staii- 

therefore,    to    be    examined    in    every  dard  of  qualification  be  fixea  for  phywi-> 

branch  of  professional  knowledge,  and  cians  ano  surgeons,  in  'Engiuidf  flkot- 

no  one  should  either  acquire  or  lose  pri-  land,  and  IrcJand,  much  oltbe  existing 

vileges,  by  the  selection  which  he  may  discontent  will  be  removed ;  reciprocity 

aiimrards    make    in    his    branch    of  of  interests  and  priviWes  may  then  pre- 

practice.  vail,  and  memben  or  either  of  the  na- 

There  is  a  by-law  of  the  College  of  tional  universities  be  allowed  to  practise 

Surgeons  which  ought  to  be  revised ;  I  in  any  part  of  the  British  dominions, 

mean  that  which  compels  a  member  to  merely  on  entering  their  names  in  the 

pay  a  larg^e  sum  for  permission  to  with-  list  of  practitioners  of  the  country  in 

draw  his  name  from  the  list  of  the  Col-  which  they  reside, 

le^.    If  an  individual  wishes  to  relin-  I  do  not  expect  that  the  plan,  the 

quisb  the  profession  altogrether,  there  mere  outline  of  which  I  have  sketched 

can  be  no  good  reason  why  he  should  in  the  foregoing  pages,  will  meet  with 

not  be  allowed  to  do  so,  without  paying  the    approbation    of  tnose  who    have 

for  bis  resignation.                                ^  formea  Utopian  schemes  of  perfection ; 

The  Edinburgh  physicians-have  lately  I  think,  however,  that  we  should  consi- 
made  gre^t  eflTorts  to  obtain  the  privi-  der  the  actual  state  of  society,  and  the 
lege  of  settling  in  England  as  general  {profession,  and  endeavour  to  achieve 
practitioners,  without  rendering  them-  wkat  is  practicable,  if  we  cannot  accoro- 
selves  liable  to  the  interference  of  the  plish  all  that  is  desirable ;  and  I  believe 
Apothecaries'  Company.  I  cannot  con-  that  the  organization  which  I  have  pro- 
ceive  how  these  gentlemen  can  imagine  posed  for  each  department,. comprises  all 
that  the  respectability  of  their  own  de-  that  is  essential  either  for  the  benefit  of 
partment  would  be  promoted  b^  their  the  public,  or  the  advantage  of  the  pro- 
possession  of  this  power.  If  this  ri^ht  fession,  and  with  the  least  possible  vio- 
De  conceded  to  them,  it  cannot  be  denied  ladon  of  the  privileges  of  tne  chartered 
to  the  graduates  of  other  universities ;  medical  bodies. 

and  the  general  exercise  of  it,  I  am  per-  In  conclusion  I  have  only  to  state, 

suaded,  would   soon  produce  jealousy  that  I  have  no  personal  obiect  in  view ; 

and  discontent  amongst  the  membeni  of  I  have  been  a  member  of  the  College  of 
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Sorgeons  thirtjr-four  yean,  aod  do  not  horn),  to  whom  he  entrusted  the  pictorial 

expect  that  my  prospects  can  be  bene-  department,  be  has  presented  us  with  a 

fitted,  or  iniurea,  by  any  change  which  performance  which  nas  hitherto  been  a 

may  be  made  in  the  present  system.     A  considerable  desideratum  in  Great  Bri- 

stncere  regard  for  the  welfare  of  my  pro-  tain.   Upwards  of  400  species  of  animal. 

feasion  has  alone  induced  me  to  engfage  cules  are  here  described  systematically,in 

in  this  discussion ;  and  in  the  hope  that  briefandinterestinglanguage;  and  above 

the  labours  of  the  Parliamentary  Com-  300  of  them  are  pourtrayed  in  a  very  su- 

nnttee  will  promote  the  interests  of  all  perior  style,  in  their  magnified  aspect.  In 

classes  of  medical  men,  and  the  advan-  a  preliminary  book,  Mr.  Pritchard  gives 

Cage  of  the  public,  I  beg  to  subscribe  us  much  Taluable  information  on  gene- 

myself,  ral  matters  connected  with  his  subject— 

Your  obedient  servant,  such  as  the  mode  of  procuring  animal- 

A  Provincial  I^ospital  cules,  chiefly  from  vegetable  infusions, 

Surgeon.  &c.     The  second  book  embraces  the 

Maicli  S9, 1S34.  systematic  view  of  the  known  genera 

and  species.    And  in  the  third,  we  have 

Ehrenberg's  arrangement  of  the  Phy- 

ANALYSES  am  d  NOTICES  or  BOOK  S.  tozoa,  followed  by  our  author's  remarks. 

Many  readers,  we  rather  suspect,  will 

""^^  be  surprised  at  the  announcement  of 

species  of  living  creatures  now  ascer- 

^,  ^,  ,  ,r.  ^  A  '  1  f  tained,  far  the  greater  portion  of  which 
The  ^atural  Hutory  of  AntmalculeM,  ^^  invisible  to  the  naked  eye  by  reason 
coHtaiHtM  Deicrwttans  of  aU  the  of  their  minuteness.  Yet  so  it  is:  though 
hnown  Spectej  of  Infusoria ;  with  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^u^  ^^t  strongly  en  - 
LutruchouM  for  procuring  them,  4rc.  ^  f^,^  the  exactitude  of  the  number. 
®y  ^'  PaixcHAHD,  Esq.  Ehrenberg  himself,  we  observe,  is  sonie- 
To  Mr.  Pritchard  the  studjr  of  the  na-  times  undecided,  whether  he  is  not  de- 
tnral  history  of  what  may  in  some  re-  scribing  as  distinct  species  animalcules 
apect  be  called  the  invisihle  world,  is  which  only  differ  from  each  other,  in 
greatly  indebted:  it  was  he  who  fint  consequence  of  the  varieties  of  fonn 
constructed  and  employed  the  Jewelled  during  the  period  of  growth.  The  Pa- 
Microscope  :  he  has  published  several  ramsecia  and  Kplpoda,  we  find,  he  con- 
works  illustrative  of  the  powers  of  that  aiders  as  identical  with  the  Monads  and 
admirable  instrument ;  and  he  now  C vclidia,  only  at  a  more  advanced  stage 
comes  forward  tlie  first  to  suiiply  us,  in  or  their  animalcular  existence.  The 
our  own  language,  with  a  systematic  Kolpoda  nucleusj  again,  is  confessedly 
treatise  on  the  Infusoria.  the  young  of  the  K.  cucullut ;  yet  they 
The  design  of  his  present  volume  is  are  put  down  as  distinct  species.  And 
clearly  stated  in  the  preface.  The  we  cannot  help  noticing  it,  as  another 
author  wished  to  reply  satisfactorily  to  remarkable  circumstance,  that  the  Go- 
the  queries  addressed  to  him  from  va-  nia,  though  commonly  found  in  clus- 
rious  quarters ;  such  as,  Where  a  good  ters,  yet  when  viewed  singly,  are  al- 
description  of  animalcules  could  be  lowed  to  resemble  strongly  the  fifenus 
found.' — What  magnifjring  powers  are  Volvox.  But  facts  such  as  these  uo  not 
best  to  view  them  with? — What  are  of  course  escape  the  notice  of  Mr. 
their  comparative  sizes  ?  Have  such  Pritchard,  who  says,  when  speaking  of 
and  such  curious  creatures  been  already  the  Vibrio  piutinu,  the  oviparous  and 
discovered?-- Where  are  there  drawings  viviparous  individuals  of  which  are  ac- 
of  them  to  be  had?— &c.  Accordingly,  counted  by  some  observers  as  distinct 
with  a  view  to  satisfy  at  once  his  im-  species,  that  there  is  some  excuse  for 
mediate  applicants  and  the  public,  he  microscopical  mistakes  of  this  kind. 
has  put  together  the  results  of  his  own  **  It  is  but  common  justice  to  the  micro- 

J radical  observations;  he  has  availed  scopist  to  mention,  that  although   la- 

imself  freely  of  the  labours  of  Miiller  bouring  under  such  immense  disadvan- 

and   Ehrenberg,  especially  in  the  ar-  tages  in  this  department  of  nature,  from 

rangement  of  his  materials  ;  and  with  the  the  minuteness  of  his  subject ;  the  difii- 

assistance  of  an  able  artist  (Mr.  Cleg-  culty  of  preserving  identical  specimens 
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from  infancy  to  raaturity;  and  even  if  siR  ASTLEY  COOPER 

lie  accomplishes  all  this  satisfactorily,  all 

his  knowledge  of  them  being  obtained  by  °^ 

one  orjf an  only —the  eye, — and  that  in  an  FRACTURE    OF    THE     NECK     OF 

artificial  manner,^ ornithologists  have  THE  FEMUR. 

committed  more  egregrious  errors.  Thus  

Gmelin,  and  some  others,  have  described 

thesame  individual, "  the  Golden  Eagle"  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 
(Aquila  chrytditos)^  in  different  stages 

of  its  growth,  as  four  distinct  species.*'  Sir, 

We  do  not  altogether  like  this  reason.  I  find  in  the  last  number  of  your  Ga- 

ing,  though  we  admit  there  is  something  zette,  in  a  report  of  Le  Baron  Dupuy-* 

plausible  in  it.  trends  lecture,  that  be  attributes  to  roe 

It  were  to  be   wished  that  Mr.  PriU  the  opinion,  that  fractures  of  the  neck 

chard  had  gone  somewhat  further  in  his  of  the  thigh  bone,  within  the  capsular 

account  of  animalcules,  and  not  con-  ligament,  not  only  '*  never  unite,  but 

fined  himself,  as  he  has  done  on   the  that  it  is  impossible  they  should  unite 

present  occasion,  to  the  Infusoria  alone,  by  bone.'' 

We  cannot  but  recollect  how  much  re-  It  is  quite  true  that,  as  a  yenet-al prifU 

mains  to  be  known   concerning  sper-  ci/>/€,  I  believe  that  those  fractures  unite 

matic  animalcules,  for  example;    and  by  ligament,  and  not  by  bone,  as  do 

touching  several  moot  points  m  human  those  of  the  patella  and  olecranon.    But 

physiology,  which  require  for  their  elu-  I  deny  that  1  have  ever  stated  the  im- 

cidation  such  instruments  as  those  of  our  possibility  of  their  ossific  union ;  on  the 

author,  with  ability  to  use  them  such  contrary,  I  have  g^ven  the  reason  why 

as  he  possesses.                                   ^  they  occasionally  may  unite  by  bone. 

Many  volumes,  under  the  express  title  l*he  following  are  my  words—"  To 

oi  entertaining  knowledge,  have  of  late  deny  the  possibility  of  their  union,  and 

been  given  to  the  public :   we  know  few  to  maintain  that  no  exception  to  this 

of  them  worthy  of  being  compared  with  general  rule  may  tahe  place,  would  be 

this  book  of  Mr.  Pritchard's,  which  has  presumptuous." 

both  novelty  to  recommend  it,  and  at  the  I  then  proceed  to  state,  that  the  cause 

same  time  abounds  with  materials  for  of  the  deficient  union  is  to  be  found  in 

instruction  and  delight.  the  reflected  ligament  of  the  cervix  fe- 

moris  being  torn  through,  and  that  thus 

a  defective  nutrition  of  the  head  of  the 

.      ,                     , ,.  ,  bone  is  produced.     But  I  held,  that  if 

TraiU   d'Anatomte  descrtvtive^rMiai  ^^  reflected  ligament  remained  whole, 

d'aprh  Pordre  adoM  d  laFaculU  ^^  ^^  y^^^  slightly  torn  when  the  bone 

de    Midectne    de   Parts.      Par    H.  ^^  broken,  it  would  unite  by  means  of 

Cloquet    Edition  Beige;  augmentie  ^^  cancellated  structure;    but  that  in 

de    yotes,  d^un  Atlas  de  Planches,  ^^^y^   ^   ^^^  ^^    jjmb   would   not  be 

&c.    Livraisons  I.  and  II.    Dulau.  shortened  in  the  usual  manner,  nor  would 

_          ,..        «^-        ,      1....1.  the  case  have  the  common  characteristics 

This  edition  of  Cloquet,  which  is  to  be  ^^f  ^his  accident 

completed  in  four  livraisons,  has  the  j„  f  ^f  ^^e  truth  of  these  observa- 
usual  merits  of  the  productions  of  the  ^^^^^i  ghall  give  the  following  quota- 
Belgian  press  to  recommend  it— cheap-  ^^^^  f^^  ^^  g^^^.^  ^^^^  ^,^  ^^  jy^^ 
ness  and  compactness  The  plates  are  cases  of  the  Nerves,  page  304. 
on  a  reduced  scale,  but  well  calculated  «  Case.— Mrs.  Powell,  aged  above 
for  convenient  reference.  And  we  may  ^  ^^,j  j^^  -^^  ^^  afternoon  of 
add,  that  the  notes  of  the  editor  (Dr.  j^e  i4th  of  November,  1834.  I  saw  her 
Meisser),  which  are  copiou8l;r  compiled  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  1,^,  complaining 
from  the  best  anatomical  writers  of  the  ^^^j^  ^^  .^  j„  ^^  l^j^  y^f  Tj,g 
day.constitute  a  very  acceptable  addition  ^^  ^^^^^  ^  ''^^^^  i„  ^^^^  direction, 
to  the  work.  hut  this  motion  produced  excessive  nain. 

_  She  lay  on  her  back,  with  the  limb  ex- 
tended; and  nothing  was  ever  done,  ex- 
cept the  application  of  fomentations  for 
the  first  few  days.    I  believed  there  was 
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a  fractiure  of  the  neck  of  the  thigh-bone,  hy  Mr.   Robertson,    of   Sheemess,    in 

although  the  limb  remained  quiteas  long  which  the  patient's  limb  was  extended 

as  the  other,  and  I  could  neither  per-  for  six  montDs  without  anjossific  union. 

cei?e  a  crepitus,  nor  any  altered  appear-  On  the  26th  of  June,  1822,  William 

ance  in  its  position,  except  a  slight  in-  Durain,  aged  62,  a  tall,  athletic  convict, 

clination  ofthetoes  outwards.     She  had  of  a  sanguine  temperament,  fell,  with  a 

more    constitutional    irritation   than    I  yerj  inconsiderable  Tiolence,  across  a 

ever    observed    from    a    similar    acci-  piece   of   timber    in    the     Dock-yard, 

dent.     She  suffered  much   pain  in  her  ois  left  hip  coming  in  contact  witn  the 

hip,  and  was   in    consequence  obliged  wood.     On  rising',  he  felt  an  acute  pain 

to  take  an   opiate  ;   but  she  got  very  in  the  region  of  Uie  acetabulum,  but  no 

little   rest.     She   generally  had   roucn  other  inconvenience,  for  he  walked  on 

thirst     There  was  the  utmost  difficulty  board  to  exhibit  himself  to  the  sur^ery- 

in  keeping  her  bowels  open;   and  she  man.      From   finding  him   ranked   up 

had  g^eat  pain  and  difficulty  in  making  with  the  sick  of  the  hulk,  on  my  moru- 

water.   She  had  no  appetite  for  common  ing  vi$«it  of  the  26th,  from  his  walking 

food,  and  lor  three  weeks  appeared  so  on  board,  and  from  his  own  account  of 

weak,  that  she  was  under  the  necessity  the  accident,   I    did   not  suspect   any 

of  taking  wine  and  brandy.     For  some  serious  injury  to  the  joint,  and  treated 

time  all  tier  urine  and  stools  were  passed  the  case  as  one  of  concussion. 

in  bed,  but  not  involuntarily,  ana  only  On  the  29th,  however,  he  complained 

because  she  could  not  be  persuaded  to  of  a  very  sudden  and  very  agonizing 

use  proper  means ;   in  consequence,  her  accession  of  pain,  which  induced  me  to 

back  became  very  sore.     Latterly  she  subject  him  to  a  more  cri.ical  examina- 

complained   of  pain  in   the   abdomen,  tion.     No  evident  alteration  in  the  size 

which  was  very  tender  on  pressure,  and  of  either  hip  could  be  discerned,  but  a 

made  even  the  weight  of  the  bed-clothes  shortening  of  the  limb  was  conspicuous, 

inconvenient.     Her  tongue  became  very  which  was  rendered   more  evident  by 

dry  and  brown ;  and  in  the  last  twenty-  making  him  stand  upon  the  sound  limb : 

four  hours  she  was  insensible.   She  died  extension  removed  this  difference ;  but, 

on  the  morning  of  the  10th  of  Decern-  on  being  freed  from  restraint,  it  again 

her,  about  five.  assumed  its  morbid  shape ;  the  knee  and 

"  Examination.— This  took  place  at  foot  were  everted,  and  rotation  greatly 

seven  in  the  evening.  increaseil  his  pain. 

^'Therewassomeecchymosis  amongst  I  removed  him  to  the  hospital,  as  a 
the  muscles  about  the  injured  part,  and  case  of  fracture  within  the  capsule ;  but 
in  the  cellular  membrane,  about  the  a  continued  attention  for  a  period  of  six 
aciatic  and  anterior  crural  nerves.  The  months  to  position,  (chiefly  with  a  view 
greatest  part  of  the  fracturfi  of  the  neck  of  restrammgr  the  motion  of  the  nelvis, 
of  the  thigh-bone,  which  was  entirely  and  of  securing  the  limb,)  made  no 
within  the  capsular  ligament,  was  firmly  other  alteration  in  the  symptoms  than  a 
united.  gradual  diminution  of  pain :  a  pair  of 
"  A  section  was  made  through  the  crutches  were  eiven  him,  he  was  placed 
fractured  part,  and  a  faint  white  line  on  the  invalid  list,  and  remained  till  the 
was  perceived  in  one  portion  of  the  26th  of  September,  when  he  died  from 
union,  but  the  rest  appeared  to  be  general  dropsy.  On  dissection,  the  in- 
cntirely  bone."  Mr.  Swan  goes  on  to  jury  proved  a  transverse  fracture  of  the 
aay,  "  This  beautifully  shews  the  prin-  nead  of  the  femur,  within  the  capsular 
ciple  which  Sir  Astley  Cooper  has  advo-  ligament ;  no  species  of  union  had  taken 
cated— viz.  that  when  the  reflected  liga-  P"ce.  The  upper  portion  of  the  frac- 
ment  remains  whole,  and  the  bones  are  tured  bone  was  retained  in  situ,  by  tlie 
not  drawn  asunder,  the  nourishment  to  ?ound  ligament,  tolerably  smooth  upon 
the  head  of  the  bone  continues,  and  ^^  surface,  but  without  any  ossific  de- 
union  will  be  produced  even  in  the  short  posit. 

apace  of  Are  weeks,  by  only  placing  the  The  lower  portion  was  very  irregular, 

knee  over  a  pillow,  and  in  other  respects  ^^"^  several  detached  pieces  of  bone  ad- 

leaving  the  case  to  nature."  hering  to  the  insertion  of  the  capsnlar  li- 
gament. Between  the  acetabulum  and  the 

Of  the  contrary  state  of  the  fracture —  portion  of  bone  retained  in  situ  by  the  liga- 

viz.  that  in  which  the  reflected  ligament  ment,  were  several  small  oval-shaped, 

is  torn— I  may  give  the  case  sent  to  me  loose  cartilaginous  substances,  apparently 

334.— XIV.  L 
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fragments  of  bone;  the  capsular  liga-  but   one  exception,   bein^  enrolled   in 

ment  partially  lacerated  in  a  line  above  the  list:    and    when   it   is   considered 

the  trochanter  major,  and  greatly  thick-  .^.  ^  r        i.     .        , 

ened  in  its  insertions.  r"^^  "'^  P^^'^*"  ^^  confemng  degrrees, 

I  should    not   have   given  you  this  *^   bestowed    upon    the    London   Uni- 

trouble,  nor  should  I  have  taken  it  my-  versity,   would   also,    as   a   matter    of 

self,  but  for  the  respect  I  bear  my  friend  coui-se,   be  given  to  the  rival  institu- 

the  Baron  Dupuytren ;  for,  althouirh  I  *•  .,   •*  •    u  *    i      .     .1 

have  readily  submitted  myilf  to  be  mis.  *»«"» '^ '^  but  due  to  them  to  say,  that 

represented  by  many  individuals,  yet  ^^  P*""^  which  the^-  have  taken  is  highly 

I  should  be  sorry  to  be  misunderstood  creditable  to  their  liberality,  while  it 

by  so  excellent  a  surgeon,  and  so  valu-  shews  very  strongly  their  sense  of  the 

able  a  friend,  as  Ic  Baron  Dupuytren.  ;„:„„*:^«   ^r  *i.  *  v  • 

I  am,  sir,  yours,  &c.  &c.  ^  t    ?       .  monopohzmg  spint, 

AsTLEY  Cooper.  which  they  thus  come  forward  to  oppose. 

Conduit-Street,  April  21, 1684.  We  havc  every  reason  to  believe  that 

-  the  prayer  in  the  subjoined  petition  will 

MEDICAL  GAZETTE.  ^S^^^-    B"t  it  is  needless  for  us 

e  *     J        J       fo/i  100^         '        now  to  speculate  upon  the  subject,  be- 

Saturday,  April  2S,  \9M.  _        ,  V.       .,.  .    ,  ^ 

^    _*  '  cause  before  this  may  meet  the  eye  of 

OPPOSITION  TO  THE  PETITION     f  *"^  "^^^"^^  ^^^  '"^^^'^  "^'^^  probably 

have  been  discussed  before  the   Priry 

Council,  and  a  decision  may  virtually, 

though  not  publicly,  be  arrived  at.    An 

PROPOSED  METROPOLITAN  UNIVERSITY.     &ct  of  incorporation  the  school  in  Gower- 

We  beg  to  direct  the  attention  of  our    ^^'^^  ,^"8^^^,  "«  ^''"^^^  *^  ^»^^»  ^"* 

readers   to  the  very    important    docu-  ^ertainly  not  the  privilege  of  conferring 

ments  on  the  above  subjects,  which  we  ^^^^l''  mediciue-else  will  medical 

are  enabled  to  lay  before  them  in  our  *"^°'J  '^^r^  *^^^"  sacrificed  on  the  pre- 

present  number;  and  having  done  this,  *^^*  of  polttical  expediency.    There  are 

we  feel  that  any  remarks  of  our  own  <^l/^^b'  t««  ^'^ays  of  meeting  the  claims 

are  rendered  almost  superfluous.  ^^^'^^  Dissenters -a  just  and  an  unjust; 

The  systematic  opposition  which  we,  *"^  ^^^.^^^^  ^^^'^^  *^^"^'  «^  ^^  f^""«^ 

and  we  alone,  among  the  conductors  of  P**^*  '"ST- 
the  medical  press,  have  made  to  the 

claims  of  the  so-called  London  Univer-  Some  particulars  relative  to  the  proceed 
stty  ;  and  the  plan  of  instituting  a  ings  before  the  Privy  Council  have  just 
great  Metropolitan  University,  which  reached  us.  The  arguments  were  corn- 
was  first  proposed,  and  perseveringly  mencedonThursday  by  Dr.  Lushington, 
dwelt  upon,  in  our  pages, — are  now  ap-  and  Mr.  Kindersley,  as  counsel  for 
proved  by  the  solemn  declaration,  and  ^^e  London  University.  Sir  Charles 
go  forth  to  the  world  supported  by  the  Wetherell  followed,  for  the  University 
signatures,  of  a  hundred  men  who  have  of  Oxford,  but  had  only  time  to  begin — 
been  engaged  in  the  business  of  teach-  as  the  hour  of  adjournment  (four  o'clock) 
ing  the  different  branches  of  medical  arrived  soon  after  his  opening  remarks  : 
science  ;  and  including  among  them  he  resumes,  however,  to-day  (Saturday), 
every  physician  and  surgeon  of  emi-  and  will  be  followed  either  by  Mr. 
nence  in  the  metropolis,  devoted  to  socli  Starkie  or  Mr.  Bickersteth,  for  Cam- 
pursuits.  Among  these,  not  the  least  bridge.  Mr.  Follett  supports  the  peti- 
reraarkable  are  the  ]>rofcssors  of  King's  tion  of  the  medical  lecturers  of  the  me- 
Collcge — the  names  of  the  whole  me-  tropolis;  and  Mr.  Pollock  appears  on 
dical   staff  of  Uiat  establishment,  with  behalf  of  the  College  of  Surgeons. 
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PETITION   OF  THE  MEDICAL        t^at  ^^^  praiitin^  of  siich  power  to  the 
TEACHERS  IN  LONDON,  l^i^don  University  would  be  eminentlj 

unjust  towards  ouraelves,  would  impede 
A0A.IN8TTHB  jjjg   pfogTess  of  mcdical  science,  and 

cmANT  OF  EXCLUSIVE  PRIVILEGES  TO  TUB     would  therefore  be  injurious  to  the  pub> 

MEDICAL  SCHOOL  OF  GOWER-STREET.  Hc  iutCrCSt 

That  the  reasons  which  have  led  your 

Majesty's  petitioners  to  these  conclu* 
TV  the  King*9  Mo$t  ExctUemt  Majesty^    sions  are  aetailcd  in  a  memorial  pre. 

in  Council,  sented  to  the  Lord   President  of  your 

The  humble  Petition  of  the  under-    ^lyMty^  Most  Honourable  PrivvCoun. 


in  set  forth,  your  petitioners  most  hum- 

Skewetkf  b\j  pray  that  no  charter  involving  the 

That,  in  consequence  of  a  renewed  privilege  of  conferring  degrees  in  phy. 

application  to  your  Majesty  from  the  «c  may  be  granted,  either  to  the  London 

Council  ofthe  London  University,  pray-  University,  or  to  any  particular  school 

ing  for  a  charter  of  incorporation,  which  of  medicine ;  and  that  vour  Majesty  will 

would  include  the  privilege  of  confer-  be   graciously  pleased   to  direct,   that 

ring  demes  in  physic— We,  the  under-  your  petitioners  may  be  heard  by  coun- 

signed  Physicians,  Surgeons,  and  Lcc-  »el  before  your  Majesty's  Most  Honoura- 

tnreni  of  the  Hospitals  and  other  Medi^  We  Privy  Council,  in  opposition  to  the 

cal   Schools  of  London,    having  very  prayer  of  the  London  University, 
carefully  and  maturely  considered  the         .    ,  ..^.  •      j  ^ 

consequences  to  whict  such  privUege  ,   ^"?    •'.?"'   P**'*'""*"'    "    «"   "^"^y 

would^le*d,«i«un«umoii9lyo/opimon,  bound,  wiU  erer  praj. 

E.  Roberts,  M.D.,  Physician  to  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital. 

Clem.  Hue,  M.D.,  Physician  to  St  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  and  Lecturer  on 
Medicine  and  Chemistry. 

P.  M.  Latham,  M.D.,  Physician  to  St  Bartliolomew's  Hospital. 

J.  P.  Vincent,  Surgeon  to  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital. 

Wm.  Lawrence,  Surgeon  to  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  and  Lecturer  on 
Surgery. 

Henry  Earle,  Surgeon  to  St  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  and  Professor  of  Sur- 
gery to  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons. 

Edward  Stanley,  Assistant  Surgeon  to  St  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  and  Lec- 
turer on  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 

E.  A.  Lloyd,  Assistant  Surgeon  to  St  Bartholomew's  Hos])ital. 

F.  C  Skey,  Assistant  Surgeon  to  St  Bartholomew's,  and  Lecturer  011  Anatomy 

at  the  Medical  School,  Aldersgate- Street. . 

Thos.  Wormald,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital. 

George  L.  Roupbll,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on  Materia  Medica  at  St  Bartliolomew's 
Hospital. 

George  Burrows,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on  Forensic  Medicine  at  St  Bartholomew's 
Hospital. 

Frbobbic  John  Farre,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on  Botany  at  St  Bartholomew's  Hospital. 

James  Lowe  Wheeler,  F.L.S.,  and  Professor  of  Botany  to  the  Society  of  Apo- 
thecaries. 

Alexander  Tweedie,  M.D.,  Physician  to  the  London  Fever  Hospital,  and  Lec- 
turer on  Medicine  at  the  Memcal  School,  Giltspur- Street 

R.  B.  Todd,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on  Anatomy  and  Physiology  at  the  Medical  School, 
Aldersgate-Street 

John  Bvrne,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicine  at  the 
Medical  School,  Aldersgate-Street 

William  Cummin,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on  Forensic  Medicine,  Medical  School,  Al- 
dersgate- Street. 

Jonathan  Pereira,  Lecturer  on  Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica  at  the  Medical 
School,  Aldersgate-Street 
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Benjamin  Traver9,  F.R.S.,  Surgeon  to  St.  Thomas's  Hospital. 

Joseph  Hayes,  Lecturer  on  Botany  at  St.  Thomas's  Hospital. 

Samuel  Solly,  Lecturer  on  Anatomj  and  Physiology  at  St  Thomas's  Hospital. 

H.  S.  Roots,  M.D.,  Physician  to,  and  Clinical  Lecturer  at,  St.  Thomas's  Hospital. 

H.  Burton,  M.D.,  Assistant-Physician  to,  and  Lecturer  on  Materia  Medica  at, 

St  Thomas's  HospitaK 
Bransby  Blake  Cooper,  Surgeon  to  Guy's  Hospital,  Lecturer  on  Anatomy. 
Gilbert  Mackmurdo,  Lecturer  on  Anatomy  at  St.  Thomas's  Hospital. 
Richard  Bright,  M.D.,  Physician  to  Guy's  Hospital,  and  Lecturer  on  Medicine 

and  Clinical  Medicine. 
EoLRARo  Cock,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  at  Guy's  Hospital. 

F.  Le  Gros  Clark,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  at  St.  Thomas's  Hospital. 
C.  Aston  Key,  Surgeon  and  Lecturer  at  GuV's  Hospital. 

John  Morgan,  Surgeon  to  Guy's  Hospital,  and  Lecturer  on  Surgery  at  that 

Institution. 
Robert  Williams,  M.D.,  Physician  to,  and  Lecturer  on  Medicine  at,  St.  Thomas's 

Hospital. 
John  Ashburner,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on  Midwifery  at  St  Thomas's  Hospital. 
W.  F.  Chambers,  M.D.,  Physician  to  St  George's  Hospital,  and  Lecturer  on 

Medicine  (signed  for  him  hy  Dr.  R.  Macleod,  he  being  disabled  by  an  accident.) 
James  Blundell,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on  Midwifery  in  the  School  of  Guy's  Hospital. 
Samuel  Ashwell,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on  Midwifery  in  the  School  of  Guy's  Hospital. 
Arthur  Aikin,  F.L.S.,  &c..  Lecturer  on  Chemistry  at  Guy's  Hospital. 
John  Hilton,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  at  Guy's  Hospital. 
T.  Callaway,  Guy's  Hospital. 
Frederick    Tyrrell,  Surgeon    to  St   Thomas's  Hospital,  and   Lecturer  on 

Surgery. 
B.  C.  Brodie,  Serjeant-Surgeon  to  the  King,  Surgeon  to  St.  George's  Hospital. 
AsTLEY  Cooper,  Serjeant-Surgeon  to  the  King  and  Consulting  Surgeon  to  Guy's 

Hospital. 
Cjesar  Hawkins,  Surgeon  to  St  George's  Hospital,  and  Lecturer  on  Surgery. 
George  Gregory,  M.D.,  Physician  of  the  Small-Pox  and  Vaccination  Hospital, 

Lecturer  on  Medicine. 
Robert  Keate,  Surgeon  to  St  Georg'e's  Hospital. 
James  Arthur  Wilson,  M.D.,  Physician  to  St  George's  Hospital,  and  Lecturer 

on  Anatomy. 
Robert  B.  Walker,  Assistant- Surgeon  to  St.  George's,  and  Surgeon  to  the  Lock 

Hospital. 
James  M.  Arnott,  Surgeon  to  the  Middlesex  Hospital. 

John  Ramsbotham,  M.D.,  late  Lecturer  on  Midwifery  at  the  London  Hospital. 
Archibald  Billing,  M.D.,  Physician  to  the  London  Hospital. 
Herbert  Mayo,  Surgeon  to  the  Middlesex  Hospital,  Professor  of  Anatomy  in 

King*8  College. 

G.  G.  Babington,  Surgeon  to  St  George's  Hospital,  and  Lecturer  on  Surgery. 
Samuel  Lane,  Lecturer  on  Anatomy,  adjoining  St.  George's  Hospital. 

John  Harrison,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy,  adjoining  St  George's  Hospital. 
Hugh  Ley,  M.D.,  Physician- Accoucheur  to  the  Middlesex  and  General  Lying-in 

Hospitals. 
Edward  J.  Seymour,  M.D.,  Physician  to  St.  George's,  and  Lecturer  on  Materia 

Medtca. 
Robert  Ferguson,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Midwifery,  King's  College. 
John  Webster,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics. 
Thomas  Watson,  M  D.,   Physician  to  the  Middlesex  Hospital,  Professor  of 

Forensic  Medicine,  King's  College. 
Henry  Davies,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on  Midwifery. 

Thomas  Arthur  Stone,  Lecturer  on  Midwifery  at  St  George's  Hospital. 
Francis  Hawkins,  M.D.,  Physician  to  the  Middlesex  Hospital,  and  Professor  of  the 

Practice  of  Medicine  in  King's  College. 
Gilbert  T.  Burnett,  Professor  of  Botany,  King's  College,  London. 
Richard  Busrell,  Teacher  of  Anatomy,  Great  Windinm-Street. 
Geo.  Jewel,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on  Midwifery,  Sec. 
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Francis  H.  Ramsbotham,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on  Midwiferv»  London  Hospital. 

James  Luke,  Surg^n  to  the  London  and  St.  Luke's  llospitals,  and  Lecturer  on 
Anatomy,  &c. 

John  Scott,  Surgeon  to  the  London  Hospital,  the  Ophthalmic  Infirmary,  and 
Lecturer  on  Surgery. 

Thomas  Daties,  M.D.,  Assistant  Physician  to  the  London  Hospital,  and  Lecturer 
on  Medicine. 

A1.FBE0  Hamilton,  Assistant  Surgeon  to  the  London  Hospital,  and  Lecturer  on 
Anatomy. 

Algernon  Frampton,  M.D.,  Physician  to  the  London  Hospital. 

Algernon  FRAMPtoN,  Jun.,  M.B.,  Assistant  Physician  to  the  London  Hospital. 

James  A.  Gordon,  M.D.,  Physician  to  the  London  Hospital. 

Frederick  Cobb,  M.D.,  Assistant  Physician  and  Lecturer,  London  Hospital. 

J.  G.  Andrews,  Surgeon  to  the  London  Hospital. 

Thomas  Blizaro  Curling,  Assistant  Surgeon  to  the  London  Hospital. 

George  Pilcher,  Lecturer  on  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  Webb-Street,  Borough. 

William  Blizard,  Consulting  Surgeon,  London  Hospital. 

William  Lynn,  Surgeon  to  the  Westminster  Hospital. 

Anthony  Carlisle,  Surgeon  to  the  Westminster  Hospital. 

Anthony  White,  Surgeon  to  the  Westminster  Hospital. 

John  Bright,  M.D.,  Physician  to  the  Westminster  Hospital. 

Edward  William  Tuson,  Assistant  Surgeon  to  the  Middlesex  Hospital,  Lec- 
turer on  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  at  the  Little  Windmill- Street  School. 

John  Wilson,  M.D.,  Physician  to  the  Middlesex  Hospital. 

J.  F.  Daniell,  Professor  of  Chemistry,  in  King's  College,  London. 

Richard  Partridge,  Junior  Professor  of  Anatomy  in  King^s  College,  London. 

John  Whiting,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on  Meditine,  at  the  Medical  School,  Webb-Street, 
South  w  ark. 

William  Thomas  Brande,  Professor  of  Chemistry,  Royal  Institution. 

George  L.  Tuthill,  Physician  to  the  Westminster  Hospital. 

George  G.  Sigmond,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on  Medicine,  Charing  Cross  Hospital. 

John  G.  Smith,  Lectilter  on   Anatomy,  Hunterian   Theatre,  Great  Windmill- 
Street. 

J.  Wyatt  Crane,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on  Medicine,  Great  Pultenev-Street. 

Edward  Rigby,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on  Midwifery,  St.  Thomas's  Hospital. 

Robert  Lee,  M.D.,  lately  Lecturer  on  Midwifery,  Webb-Street  School. 

Benjamin  Travers,  Jun.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy,  St.  Thomases  Hospital. 

Roderick  Macleod,  M.D.,  Physician  to  St.  George's  Hospital,  and  Lecturer  on 
Medicine. 

Joseph  H.  Green,  Surgeon  to  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  and  Professor  of  Surgery 
in  King's  College. 

J.  Hamilton  Roe,  Physician  to  the  Westminster  Hospital. 

R.  D.  Grainger,  Lecturer  on  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  Webb-Street,  Southwark. 

[The  subjoined  is  the  document  alluded  to  in  the  above  petition.] 

MEMORIAL  Majesty's  most  honourable  Privy  Coun- 

cil,  tor  a  charter  of  incorporation,  with 

AOAiNtT  the  privilege  of  conferring  degrees  in 

the  monopoly  sought  for  by  the  pro-    medicine,  a  meeting  has  T>een  held  of 

London,  at  which  it  was  unanimously 

To  the  Most  Noble    the  Marquis   of  ««>^ved    that  the  grant  of  such  privi- 

Lansdowne,  President  of  HisMajes.  \^^^  .^^"^^  ^«,  unjust  to  themselves  and 

ty*M  Most  Honourable  Privy  Council.  »?J«"0"8  ^o  ||ie  public  ;  and  the  under- 

,                              ^  signed  were  deputed  to  express  the  ob- 

The  undersigned  respectfully  represent,  jections  of  the  meeting  to  your  Lordship 

that  in  conscouencc  of  a  renewed  ap-  in  writing,  and  personally,  if  your  Lor£ 

plication   oh   Dehalf  of  the  institution  ship  should  be  pleased  to  grant  them 

called  the  London   University,   to   his  the  honour  of  an  interview. 


160  MfiMORUL  OF  THE  MEDICAL  TEACHERS  IN  LONDON. 

The  undersigned  beg-  leave  to  repre-  which  the  various   medical  schools  in 

sent  toyour  Lordship —  London  have  depended  for  their  success 

1.  That  the  London  University  re-  entirely  on  the  talents  and  exertions  of 
sembles  in  no  respect  the  ancient  uni-  their  teachers,  and  on  their  respective 
ver^ities  of  England ;  that  it  is  a  joint-  advantages  in  other  points,  has  excited 
stock  association,  founded  and  supported  and  maintained  a  spirit  of  emulation 
by  money  subscribed  in  shares,  which  highly  advantageous  to  the  public, 
may  be  nought  and  sold  in  the  market  6.  That  to  invest  even  the  best  of  these 
like  those  of  canals,  gas-works,  and  schools  with  the  exclusive  power  of  con- 
othgr  speculative  undertakings;  and  ferring  medical  hbnourB,would  be  to  esta- 
consequently,  that  it  is  impossible  to  blish  a  most  ii\jurious  monopoly.  But 
foresee  into  whose  hands  the  important  the  injustice  and  inexpediency  of  such 
privilege  now  sought  for  might  at  any  a  grant  would  be  still  more  apparent  if 
time  pass,  in  right  of  purchase.  it  were  to  be  conceded  to  the  imperfect 

2.  That  several  schools  of  medicine  school  of  medicine  belonging  to  the 
already  exist  in  London,  connected  with  London  University,  which  at  present 
its  great  hospitals,  in  which  all  the  can  only  be  regarded  as  a  very  doubtful 
branches  of  the  science  are  taught  ac-  experiment;  while  it  would  be  directly  at 
cording  to  the  method  which  reason  and  variance  with  those  principles  on  which 
experience  have  shewn  to  be  the  most  that  institution  was  ^tablished,  and 
efficient — namely,  by  a  judicious  combi-  which  have  hitherto  distinguished  its 
nation  of  instruction  in  the  lecture-room,  founders. 

with  study  at  the  bed*side  of  the  sick ;       7.  That  among  other  iniurious  effects  of 

in  which  also  property  to  a  very  larg^e  such  a  monopoly  it  would  constitute  the 

amount  has  been  invested  in  providing  teachers  of  the  favoured  school  judges 

museums,  libraries,  and  all  the  other  re-  of  the  proficiency  and  merit  of  their 

quisitcs  of  professional  education.  own  pupils,  and  the  sole  distributors 

3.  That  the  establishments  alluded  to  among  them  of  the  highest  professional 
have  given  to  London  its  high  character  rights  and  distinctions — a  sj'stem  which 
as  a  School  of  Medicine ;  in  them  the  would  place  their  interest  m  continual 
medical  ])ractitioners  of  England  have  opposition  to  their  duty.  It  would, 
acquired  that  professional  knowledge  moreover,  degrade  and  injure  other 
and  skill  for  which  they  are  so  emi-  schools,  and  diminish  the  number  of 
nently  distinguished;  in  them  havestu-  persons  employed  in  teaching;  and  thus 
died  and  taught  many  of  the  most  cele-  it  would  check  or  destroy  that  honour- 
brated  improvers  of  medical  science,  able  and  useful  rivalry  which  exists 
among  whom  may  be  enumerated  Wil-  amount  different  men  engaged  in  the 
liam  and  John  Hunter,  Heberden,  Bail-  investigation  of  the  same  subfeets,  with 
lie.  Pott,  Cline,  and  Abeniethy.  the  view  of  teaching  them  to  others. 

4.  That  the  medical  school  which  has  8.  It  is  further  respectfully  submitted, 
assumed  the  name,  and  now  claims  the  that  the  pecuniary  affairs  of  the  Loudon 
rights  and  privileges  of  a  University,  University  having  become  embarrassed, 
is  superior  to  the  previously. existing  it  was  stated  in  a  printed  report  of  the 
schools  in  no  respect ;  while  it  is  far  in-  council  to  the  propnetors,  dated  February 
ferior  to  them  in  not  possessing  a  hospi-  1833,  that "  at  the  beginning  of  October 
tal,  and  thus  wanting  altogether  the  last  the  balance  against  the  University 
means  of  affording  that  practical  in-  was  2946/.,  and  that  thence  arose  con- 
struction '  without  which  medicine  and  siderable  difficulty  at  the  close  of  the 
surgery  cannot  be  learned.  We  are,  in-  last  session,  as  it  was  impossible  to  open 
deed,  aware  that  a  small  hospital  has  the  present  session  without  obtaining 
been  begun,  and  that  great,  though  hi-  some  advance  of  money  ;*'  and  tliat  "the 
tlierto  unsuccessful,  efforts  have  been  council  passed  a  resolution,  declaring 
made  to  open  it  for  the  reception  of  pa-  that  it  was  expedient  to  raise  by  loan 
tients;  but  we  submit,  that  while  it  is  the  sum  of  1500/.  for  the  immediate 
thus  tacitly  admitted  that  medicine  can-  purposes  of  the  University.  That  in 
not  be  taught  without  the  means  of  cli-  order  to  provide  for  this  failing  state  of 
nical  instruction,  the  building,  if  com-  the  finances,  and  for  the  future  carrying 
pleted  according  to  its  present  scale,  on  of  the  institution,  the  council  have 
would  be  totally  insufficient  for  the  ac-  considered  various  plans,  and  that  at 
compUshniont  of  its  ostensible  object.  the  close  of  the  present  session,  unless 

5.  That  the  present  arrancement,  by  some    of   the  plans  suggested   in  the 
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sequel  ior  giring'  support  to  the  iiistitu-  fest  injustice  on  a  large  body  of  His 
tiou  be  adopted,  tbey  may  be  reduced  to  Majesty^s  subjects,  disturb  and  degrade 
the  necessity  of  giving  notice  that  the  a  profession  which  it  is  of  vital  import- 
institution  cannot  re-open  on  its  present  ance  to  support,  and  check  the  progress 
looting."  Accordingly,  before  the  open-  of  a  science  essential  to  the  welfare  of 
hig  oria^t  session,  the  professors  gave  a  tbe  community. 

^arantee  to  the  council  for  the  esti>  There  is,  however,  another  mode  by 
mated  expenditure  of  the  ^ear;  in  addi.  which  the  Dissenters  from  the  £sta- 
tion  to  woich  precaution  it  was  deemed  blished  Church  might,  as  far  as  aca- 
uecessary  to  raise  a  loan  of  4000/.  by  demic  honours  are  concerned,  be  cfTcctu- 
mortgage  en  the  property  of  the  Univer*  ally  relieved,  and  which  we  humbly,  but 
aity.  Thus  the  oocuments  published  by  roost  earnestly,  recommend  to  the  atten- 
tbe  proprietors  of  this  institution  them-  tion  of  His  Majesty's  Government,— 
selves,  as  weU  as  the  measures  they  namely,  the  estal>li$hmentof  a  Metropo- 
have  found  it  expedient  to  adopt,  prove  litan  University,  framed  ii^  accordance 
it  to  be  very  insecure,  and  wholly  de-  with  tlic  liberal  spirit  of  the  age,  and 
void  of  that  stability  which  should  be  free  from  the  difficulties  of  ecclesiastical 
required  of  any  institution  soliciting  distinctions.  If  this  idea  should  be 
such  important  privileg^es;  while  it  is  thought  worthy  of  adoption,  and  it 
evident  that  the  petitioners  have  a  should  be  deemed  exiiedient  that  de- 
direct  pecuniary  interest  in  the  success  of  grees  be  conferred  in  London,  we  take 
theirprayer,beinfirlarffe  holders  of  shares  the  liberty  of  suggesting  that  all  the 
in  this  joittt*stock,  which  have  fallen  to  advantages  of  sucb  a  plan  would  be  se- 
a  dijicoant  of  not  less  than  75  per  cent.  cured,   and    that  all    the    evils  before 

9.  That  in  a  subsequent  part  of  the  pointed  out  would  be  avoided,  by  vest- 
•ame  report  it  is  stated,  that  **  the  first  mg  the  requisite  power  in  some  inde- 
Mcheme  which  presented  itself  to  the  pendent  body,  not  concerned  in  teach- 
council  as  favourable  for  the  support  of  mg;  so  that  all  those  who  have  been 
the  institution,  was,  if  possible,  to  obtain  educated  in  any  of  the  efficient  schools 
ft  charter,  enabling  it  to  grant  degrees  should  be  admissible  to  examination  for 
in  subjects  not  theological.^'  It  is  bum-  such  degrees,  on  principles  of  perfect 
bly  submitted,  that  in  the  foregoing  equality.  In  this  manner  a  Medical 
passage  there  is  an  open  avowal  of  the  University  might  be  established  in  Lon- 
motive  which  has  induced  the  council  of  don,  to  which  the  several  schools,  and, 
this  institution  to  solicit  the  privilege  in  among  the  rest,  the  London  University, 
question ;  and  that  in  the  application  woulu  stand  in  the  relation  of  so  many 
now  made  they  do  not  appear  to  have  colleges ;  wliilst  to  invest  any  one  })arti- 
bccn  influenced  by  any  zeal  for  the  pro-  cular  school  with  the  exclusive  privilege 
motion  of  literature  or  science,  but  have  of  confciring  degrees  in  physic,  would 
confessed  it  to  be  a  "  tcheme  "  to  prop  be  the  same  thing  as  to  grant  a  similar 
the  declining  fortunes  of  the  institution,  power  to  any  single  college  in  Oxford  or 
It  is,  in  fact,  a  "  scheme  "  ivell  calculat-  Cambridge. 

ed,  as  it  is  evidently  designed,  to  entice  The  undersigned,  therefore,  respect* 

medical  students  from  the  schools   of  Ailly  request  of  your  Lordship,  on  be- 

practical  science  by  the  offer  of  acade-  half  of  the  General  Meeting  of  Physt- 

mic  distinctions.  cians,  Surgeons,  and  Lecturers,  whom 

10.  That  the  undersigned  have  been  they  represent,  that  the  application  of 
informed,  and  believe  it  to  be  true,  that  the  Londou  University  having  been  laid 
many  of  the  subjects  of  this  realm,  dis-  before  His  Majesty*s  most  honourable 
sentmg  from  the  Established  Church,  Privy  Council,  this  statement  may  be 
have  complained,  and  continue  to  com-  presented  to  that  right  honourable  body 

Slain,  of  their  entire  exclusion  from  the  as  a  counter-petition  ;  and  that,  if  the 

istinctions  conferred   at  the    English  matter  should  be  farther    entertained, 

Universities ;  and  that  such  complaint  they  may  have  the  opportunity  of  being 

has  been  privately  urged  in  favour  of  the  heard  by  counsel  in  opposition  to  the 

Petition     now     before    His    Majesty's  grant  of*^  any  exclusive  privilege  to  the 

Council.     But  we  humbly  submit,  that  medical  school   of   the    Londou    Uni- 

the  relief  which  we  venture  to  hope  will  vcrsity. 

be  obtained  by  the  Dissenters  or  Eng-  George  Tuthill,  M.D. 

laud,  ought  not  to  be  granted  by  such  Thomas  Watson,  M.D. 

means  as  would  necessarily  inflict  maui-  William  Law  re  nck,  Surgeon. 
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There  has  also  been  sent  to  us  the 
Petition  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons,  addressed  to  the  Kiug  in 
Council,  to  the  same  effect  as  the  pre- 
ceding documents,  and  couched  in  lan- 
guage equally  strong.  It  is  in  tjpe,  and 
mre  only  regret  that  want  of  room  obliges 
us  to  postpone  its  publication  for  the 
present. 
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In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  Mos- 
cati's  pamphlet,  we  expressed  our  in- 
tention not  to  enter  into  the  subject  of 
Moscati's  allegations  against  Dr.  Elliot- 
son  ;  but  as  the  latter  gentleman  has 
addressed  to  us  a  letter,  in  which  he 
answers  what  may  be  called  the  pro^ 
fessional  part  of  the  pamphlet,  we  have 
felt  ourselves  called  upon  to  publish 
it,  although  we  had  declined  to  insert 
the  original  charges.  As,  however,  the 
answer  would  be  unintelligible  without 
the  statement  which  it  is  intended  to  re- 
fute, we  shall  now  extract  that  portion  of 
Moscati*s  pamphlet  to  which  it  refers, 
and  subjoin  to  it  the  answer  of  Dr.  £1- 
liotson. 

«  Towards  the  end  of  October  1832,  I 
was  desired  by  Dr.  Elliotaon  to  write  a 
letter  of  censure  on  a  lecture  of  Mr.  Green, 
whom  I  had  never  seen,  and  whose  name 
and  profession  were  unknown  to  me.  The 
printed  lecture  which  that  gentleman  had 
sent,  as  a  present,  to  Dr.  jElliotson,  with 
his  compliments,  was  nven  to  me.  At 
first  I  declined ;  but  the  Doctor  having  in- 
formed me  that  Mr.  Green  concurred  with 
a  Dr.  Macleod,  who  attacked  him  in  the 
Medical  Gazette,  I  wrote  the  letter,  and 

gave  it  to  Dr.  Elliotson,  who  gave  it  to 
(r.  Mills,  and  it  was  published  the  lOtb 
November,  1832.  under  the  title  of  *  The 
Classical  Learning  displayed  in  the  Sky- 
rocket Lecture.' 

'*  However,  some  alterations  were  made 
to  it,  either  by  Dr.  E  Iliotsnn  or  by  Mr.  Mills ; 
for  in  my  letter  I  had  spoken  of  the  sup- 
posed Parisian  correspondent  having  seen 
the  lecture  in  the  Medical  Gazette ;  but 
that  journal  being  at  war  with  Dr.  Elliot- 
son,  was  not  to  be  mentioned  as  having  its 
circulation  in  that  capital.  Several  other 
words  were  added  to  my  letter,  of  which 
even  now  I  do  not  understand  the  mean- 


ing. This  assertion  I  prove  bv  the  follow, 
ing  sentence  extracted  from  a  letter  of  Mr. 
George  J.  Mills,  cf  hi*  own  hand-uniting  ;— 
*  Dr.  Eliiot«^on  has  given  me  the  letter  on 
the  lecture  of  Mr.  Green ;  we  have  made 
some  alterations;  it  will  make  an  admins 
ble  letter.' 

"  As  some  faults  had  occurred  in  it,  I 
went  to  the  ofiice  of  the  Lancet,  and  spoke 
to  a  gentleman,  requesting  that  they  should 
be  corrected.  The  next  morning  I  re- 
ceived  another  letter  from  Mr.  George  J. 
Mills,  of  hi*  own  hand-writings  from  which  I 
extract  the  following  passage:  —  'Mr. 
Hutchinson  tells  me  that  you  say  that 
there  were  many  errors  in  the  paper  in  the 
Lancet.  Why,  a  proof  was  sent  purposely 
to  Dr.  Elliotson,  to  prevent  the  possibility 
of  errors.     How  could  it  be,  then  ?' 

"  While  I  am  on  this  subject  I  must 
also  state,  that  when  Mr.  Green  was  lec- 
turing at  the  Royal  Academy  of  Painter^ 
Dr.  Elliotson  engaged  me  to  write  critical 
reports  of  his  lectures;  and  whenever  I 
complained  that  I  had  nothing  to  do,  and 
wanted  money,  '  Why,*  answered  he,  *  it 
is  your  fault ;  why  don't  yon  do  what  I 
have  desired  yon  to  do,  ana  you  shall  have 
a  guinea  for  each  report  printed  in  the 
Lancet  ?'     But  I  always  declined,  because 
three  days  after  the  publication  of  my 
letter  against  Mr.  Green,  I  met  Mr.  EI- 
inore,  of  Cavendish-Street,  and  betold  me, 
<  Well,  I  see  with  regret  that  you  have  been 
writing  against  Mr.  Green,  in  the  Lancet ; 
Mr.  Lynn  also  is  angry  with  you.»    At 
first  I  said  they  were  wrong  in  thinking  ^ 
so ;  but  Mr.  Elmore  replied,  that  all  my 
friends  bad  found  me  out  from  the  style. 
Then   I  answered,  *  Well,  it  is  true.' — 
'  And  what  has  Mr.  Green  done  to  you  >* 
added  Elmore.    *  Nothing ;  I  don't  know 
him.* — *  And  why  have  you  done  it  ?*  re- 
plied he.*   Then,  under  the  sacred  promise 
of  secresy,  I  told  him  that  Elliotson  had 
persuaded  me  to  write  the  letter;  and  that 
as  he  was  my  friend,  I  had  done  it.    '  It 
is  nothing  to  me  whether  Elliotson  is  vour 
true  or  false  friend,*  said  he;  '  but  i  tell 
you  that  Mr.  Green  is  an  amiable  gentle- 
man, and  a  clever  surgeon.    Do  not  d> 
such  a  thing  again,  because,  if  I  find  it  out, 
I  will  inform  him  of  it.*    I  promised  what 
he  advised  me,  and  have  kept  my  word. 
The  18ih  March,  1834,  having  gone  to  the 
office  of  the  Lancet  to  see  whether  the  let- 
ters in  my  possession  were  truly  of  the  hand* 
writing  of  Mr.  MilUt  and  having  been  an- 
swered in  the  affirmative,  I  begged  Mr. 
Mills  to  tell  me  whether  Mr.  Wakley  or 
himself  had  ever  commissioned  Dr.  Elliot- 
son to  eng^age  me  to  write  the  reports  in 
question,    and   he    candidly   saia,    *  No, 
never.' 

**  When  I  wrote  the  letter  of  Mr.  Green, 
I  had  never  seen  eitlier  Mr.  Wakley  nor 
Mr.  Mills,  and  did  not  know  that  Mr. 
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Green  was  a  colleague  of  Dr.  Elliotaoo,  at  **  I  owe  now  to  justice,  to  say  that  both 
St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  nor  that  he  was  Mr.  Mills  and  Mr.  Wakley  have  done  all 
personally  acquainted  with    the  doctor;  in  their  power  to  prevent  me  from  making 
and  to  my  ffreat  surprise,  on  the  11th  of  use  of  these  letters;  but  when  I  exposed 
Joly,  1633,  having  gone  with  Elliotson  to  to  them  my  situation,  they  said  they  were 
St.  Thomas's  Hospital  to  see  a  young  man,  very  sorry,  and  that  they  could  scarcely  be- 
an apprentice  of  the  apothecary,  who  had  lieve  that  Dr.  Elliotson  had  been  the  real 
been  attacked  with  cholera,  we  went  to  cause  of  the  attack  of  the  Times, 
visit  a  poor  woman,  who  was  to  be  ope.  **  Now  I  repent  of  having  written  this, 
rated  upon  for  dropsy.  While  I  was  walk-  and  leave  the  subject, disgusted  with  myself 
ing  in  the  court  of  St  Thomas's  Hospital,  and  with  my  denunciators,  who  have  forced 
a  tall  gentleman,  accompanied  by  several  me  to  make  use  of  so  base  a  means  for  my 
students,  saluted  me,  and  asked  me  whe>  vindication  *." 
ther    I  would   assist    at    the   operation. 
I  thanked  him,  and  demanded  to  whom  I  »»•  eluotson's  letter. 

had  thehonour of  spwtkinj.    «  Mr. Green,'  jf^  ^j^^  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette. 

answered  he ; '  I  have  heard  you  xmpravue  at 

Dr.  Elliotson's :  I  assure  you,  reader,  that  I  Sir, 

felt  a  very  strange  sensation,  particularly  As  you  have  noticed   an  unhappy   fo- 

when  having  gone  up  stairs  I  saw  Dr.  reiiraer's  abuse  of  me,  I  beg  to  iiert,ii 


in 


F'^"  ^"ghing  with  him  and  upeaking    ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  mianet,  that  all  his 
to  him  in  the  most  friendly  manner '  > '  '^  .      ^  .    i      . 

"  The  second  secret  u 
desired  me  to  go  to  the 


is,  that  Dr.  Elliotson  «totements  are  entire  falsehoods  or  gross 

^^ ^^  ^^    ^  ^    ^g  g„^  meeting  of  the  fntsrepresentattons, — ^that  I  never  attack 

€oli^  of  Phyridans  of  1833,  and  to  put  "^7  pe«on  openly  or  clandestinely,  di- 
in  ridicule  the  president,  and  many  others  rectly  or  indirectly,— never  write,  nor 
of  his  ^Ueagnes,  in  a  report  which  was  to  suggest  or  furnish  materials  to  those 
appear  in  the  Lancet.  The  reason  why  who  write,  personally,-— nor  am  con- 
Dr.  Elliotson  is  so  much  enraged  against  scious  of  ever  having  acted  dishonour- 
Sir  Henry  is,  because  that  baronet  in-  ably  or  unkindly  towards  any  man, 
trigned  in  favour  of  another  gentleman,  though  I  will  always  defend  myself 
and  against  Dr.  Elliotson,  when  the  latter  vi(rorou<^ly 
aspired  to  a  chair  at  King's  College.     I  \^  -^  l\u>geiher  false  that  I  suggested 

}ri:A'  bt^ty'^^irihTS^r!  ^o^^  th/he  sho^uld  go  to  the  gW 

ElUotiSn  h^   told  mi.      In  short,  Mr.  of  Physicians  for  the  purpose  of  ndi- 

Sedgewick  obtained   for  me    Sir  Henry  culingf  any  one,  or  even  of  renorting; 

Halford's  invitation,  and  I  went  to  the  nor  did  ITcnow  tdl  now  that  he  once 

meeting,  wrote  the  report,  and'  brought  it  furnished  a  report,  or  was  even  there  on 

myself  to  the  chambers  of  Mr.  Mills,  by  that  particular  evening,  not  having  been 

order  of  Dr.  Elliotson ;  but  Mr.  Mills  had  present  myself.     His  introduction  of  my 

fi^one  out,  and  had  left  for  me  with  his  name  into  a  note  from  Mr.  G.  Mills  is  a 

landlady  the  following  note, of  ^«  own  *and-  forgery.     He  has  madly,  but  happily, 

^t^ting,  given  up  the  original  note  to  Dr.  Moore, 

Dear  Sir,  and  many  gentlemen,  among  whom  is 

I  am  obliged  to  go  to  St.  Thomas's  Hos-  Sir  Henry  Halford,  have  seen  it.     Mr. 

l>ital  this  morning,  and  am  afraid  I  shall  George  Mills's  words  are,—"  Have  the 

not  be  back  till  the  afternoon.    WiU  you,  kindness  to  leave  with  my  landlady  any 

therefore,    leave   with    my  landlady  the  papers  you  may  have  to  favor  me  withj' 

papers  which  Dr.  Emoteon  has  promised  ^^  has  actuJly  printed,-"  WUl  you, 

yon  would  favour  me  with,  or  at  the  Lan-     .i       r         i        •'Jr-*u   -,..  i .ii«^./*i,^ 

c-et  office;  and  I  shaU  receive  them  there  therefore    leave  with  my  landlady  the 

the  moment  I  arrive.    I  have  wait^  writ-  P^Pers  «;AtcA  Dr.  Elliotson  has  promised 

ing  my  account  of  the  College  of  Physicians  gou  would  favour  me  with:' 

meeting,  to  see  what  your  admirable  pen  ,  I  will  not  comment  upon  this  atrocity. 

produces.  Sir  Henry  Halford  has  written  me  a 

I  am,  my  dear  sir,  yery  kind  and  handsome  letter,  expres- 

Yours  most  faithfully,  sive  of  his  complete  satisfaction.     Be- 

George  J.  Mills.  fore  this  forgery  was  discovered,  I  in- 

Wedneiday  morning.  quired  at   the   Lancet  office    how   my 

"  As  I  am  considered  a  good  Latin  scho.  name  had  been  introduced  in  an  affair 

lar.  Dr.  Elliotson  procured  for  me  the  of  which    I   was  completely  ignorant. 

Latin  Essays  of  Sir  Henry,  and  did  all  in     : 

his  power  to  make  me  write  a  censure  on  ^  *  "  ^r.  Moicati  »d  John  eiHouiod,  Enq.  M.d. 

^.     ■^       n   A    «v     1     />i    J    T  a: A  .  4.  r.  1AI  CanL;  or,  the  Ravengefal  Attack  of  the  Timea 

them.     But,  thauk  God,  I  did  not  fulfil  Explained  and  Refuted.     By  F.  De  Moacatl." 

his  wishes.  pp.  42. 
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Mr.  G.  Mills  assured  me  be  could  not  ing  to  rudeness.    He  promised  me  be 

have  done  so;    that,  beariugf  this   fo-  would  erase  it;  but  broke  bis  promise, 

reicner  boast  of  being  able  to  carry  off  and  was  reproved  hy  me.     All  these  cir- 

a  long"   speech,  verbatim^  by  memory,  cumstances  I  mentioned  to  manTeceu- 

and  wishing  for  a  faithful  report,  he  had  tlemcn  at  the  time,  without  the  slightest 

applied  to  him,  but  received  an  account  reserve.      As    he  lived    in   St.  John*s 

of  the  paper  so  short  and  so  vague,  that  Wood,  I  allowed  him  to  have  letters  left 

three  words  only  of  it  were  printed.  for  him  in  mv  hall,  and  to  leave  letters 

It  is  /ahe  that  I  suggested  to  him  to  to  be  called  /or.    At  the  time  he  wrote 

attack,  or  write  at  all  upon,  Mr.  Green,  this  review,  the  report  of  a  clinical  lec- 

or,  indeed,  ever  employed  him  to  write  a  ture  was  corrected  by  me  for  the  Lan- 

line  upon  any  subject  whatever.     Mr.  cet, — a  practice  of  which  I  never  made  a 

Mills's  letter,  of  which  he  has  printed  an  secret,  any  more  than  of  correcting  my 

extract,  and  in  which  Mr.  M.  wonders  lectures  for  the  Gazette ;  and  it  is  pos- 

that  any   inaccuracies    exist,    since    a  sible  that  he  requested  his  review  might 

proof  was  sent  to  Dr.  Elliotson  for  cor-  be  given  to  the  printer  when  calling  for 

rection,  does  not  allude  to  the  review  of  my  lecture ;  but  I  know  nothing  of  tlie 

Mr.  Green's  lecture;  but  is  declared  by  matter.     Mr.  Green  has  expressed  to  me 

Mr.  G.  Mills,  and  was  once  confessed  to  his  entire  satisfaction. 
Dr.  Moore  and  another  gentleman  by        Every  other  statement  which  he  makes 

the  foreigner  himself,  to  refer  to  a  paper  I  can  meet  only  with  a  positive  denial, 

read  by  liim  in  the  Phrenological  So-  I  found  him  an  impostor  in  every  parti- 

ciety,  and  published  in  the  reports  of  cuiar ;  that  he  could  not  utter  a  word 

the  society,  all  which  pass  through  my  of  truth  upon  the  most  ifidifferent  euh- 

hands.  j^d ;   ana  the  sole  reason  of  his  fury 

In  regard,  however,  to  the  reviow  of  against  me  is,  that  after  satisfying  my- 

Mr.  Green's  lecture,  I  allowed  him  to  self  of  his  character,  I  one  day  mildly 

call  at  my  house  every  morning  to  read  expostulated  with  him  upon  the  impro- 

the  newspaper;  frequently   I  did  not  pnety  of  telling  falsehooas.   He  replied, 

see  him,  and  my  professional   occupa-  that  his  lies  hurt  no  one,  that  he  would 

tions  seldom  permitted  me  to  see  him  never  tell  another  before  he  came  to  my 

long.      He  sometimes  read  portions  of  house  again,  and  suddenly  darted  forth 

MSS.,  which  he  said  were  for  the  New  for  good.    Professor  Rosetti,  of  Kind's 

Monthly,  Athenieum,  &c.  &c.     I  per-  College,  expostulated   once   with   him 

fectly  recollect  that  he  one  day  read  the  upon  the  same  vice,  and  enumerated  his 

review  in  question,  and  I  heard  that  he  various  kinds  of  falsehoods,  when  he 

took  it  to  the  houses  of  others  also.     It  begged  the  Professor  not  to  reproach 

had  no  beading  as  at  present,  nor  were  him  with  his  perpetual  incorrigibility, 

there  the  expressions,  bats,  dubs,  and  '*  la  mia  finale  impenitenza." 

Jmres.  In  short,  it  was  a  perfectly  inof-  I  will  only  add,  that  I  never  did  him 
ensive,  plain  piece  of  argument, — any  any  harm,  but  all  the  good  in  my  power; 
thing  but  an  attack, — such  a  composi-  and  once  sent  for  my  tailor,  and  clothed 
tion  as  neither  Mr.  Green,  nor  any  man  him  from  head  to  ioot,  when  he  was  in 
of  sense,  could  have  been  displeased  tatters — that  I  did  not  mention  his  mis- 
with,  had  it  been  written  by  a  fhend  of  deeds  to  Dr.  Fellowes  till  that  gentleman 
opposite  opinions.  I  have  now  read  it  had  discovered  them  and  disniissod  him 
again,  and  several  gentlemen  have  read  — did  not  originally  communicate  his 
it  at  my  request;  and  ther  all  agree  charges  to  the  Times,  and  for  many 
with  me.  I  did  not,  therefore,  think  of  months  probably  prevailed  upon  the 
attempting  to  prevent  him  from  doing  Times  not  to  expose  him-^nor  did  I 
what  ne  chose  with  his  production,  any  ever  speak  ill  of  him  till  I  found  him 
more  than  I  should  if  it  nad  been  Mrit-  propagating  all  kinds  of  falsehoods 
ten  in  opposition  to  opinions  of  my  own.  against  me,  when,  in  self-defence,  I  put 
But  I  have  a  distinct  recollection  of  every  body  in  possession  of  his  true 
having  pointed  out  to  him  one  sentence  character.  I  must  trouble  you  with  an 
which  I  fancied  objectionable,  as  per-  extract  of  a  letter  written  to  me  respect- 
haps  rather  rude,  and  of  no  use  to  his  ing  him  by  a  well-known  physician  of 
argument.  I  remember  saying  that  Mr.  Paris : — ^  II  n'est  plus  Marquis  que  moi 
Grccu  was  hn  excellent  surgeon,  and  ct  vous.  Si  vous  avez  trouve  qu'il  soit 
most  estimable  man,  and  that  I  hoped  le  plus  grand  menteur  du  monde,  vous 
he  would  nut  print  any  thing  approach-  n*avcz  fait  que  coustatcr  ce   que  nous 
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nomene  a  etudier,  (ju'un  homme  pareil.*'  Delivered  at   the   Middlesex   Hotpital,    l»f 

I  trust  I  have  said  nothings  more  than 

circmnstances  demand :   for  I  pity  him,  ^*'  Arnott. 

and-lie  is  now  in  confinement ;  and  I  am  

satisfied,  from  the  countless  number  of 

falsehoods,  their  endless  variety  of  cha-  "^l' "*I"'.«r«'r  ^J' ^^^.iVZ^Z 

racter,  their  ftequrft  want  of  apparent  rnmnuv^ 

motive,  and  the  palpable  absurditjr  of  so 

manv  of  them,  that  be  is  insane.  Gentlemen,— Between  three  and  four 

I  bave  the  honour  to  remain,  sir,  months  ago,  a  young  woman  applied  at 

Your  obedient  servant,  ^"  ^f^^^l  ^J'^''^  ^J^^  cartilage  re- 

John  ELuoisoN.  ^"^  ^"'?'  ♦    ^°^*  ^T?^  'T*''**^  """t '" 

CApril  33, 1834.]  ^®  ""^  instance  evaded — it  was  subse- 

*        '  quently  acceded  to.    The  consequences  of 

P. S.  I  understand  be  asserts  tb  at  be  is  the  operation  have  nearly  cost  her  her  life — 

inaprtsoned  at  my  instigation.     The  as-  they  Aaiw  cost  her  a  limb.   Let  us,  before  she 

sertion  is  altogether  false ;  and  for  some  leaves  the  bospital,   review  the  circum- 

time  I  did  not  even  know  who  had  im-  stances  of  her  case,  that  you  may  not  lose 

prisoned  him.  uiy  of  that  instruction  which  it  so  im- 

_^_^_^__^___^________^^_^^^^^^^^^  pressively  conveys. 

~^  On  her  appearance  here,  the  patient, 

ROYAL  INSTITUTION.  Ann  K.,  27  years  of  age,  and  of  spare 

Fridsj,  April  II.  make,  stated  that  there   was   something 

....»  in  her    leA    knee    which    moved  about, 

««^.,..«-»  ^^^w^^  «-  «...^«.^....«  and  which,  when  it  got  under  the  knee- 

pan,  gave  ner  great  pain,  and  prevented 
Dr.  FAaADAT  this  evening  followed  up,  ner  walking.  The  substance  had  been 
and  brought  to  a  close,  his  popular  exposi-  6rst  noticed  three  years  before,  on  the 
tions  of  the  doctrines  which  ne  has  more  dispersion  of  a  swelling  of  the  knee 
technically  and  scientifically  laid  down  in  occasioned  by  a  fall,  and  for  which  leech, 
his  last  paper  in  the  Philosophical  Trans,  ing  and  rest  had  been  required.  Ever 
actions.  He  introduced  the  subject  of  the  since,  the  substance  had  been  troublesome 
De^nite  Action  of  Electricity,  by  first  refer-  to  her,  but  within  the  last  three  months 
ring  to  the  circumstances  whidi  attend  the  much  more  so,  attended  with  a  greater 
ordinary  chemical  action  exerted  in  de-  degree  of  pain  in'  the  knee,  and  which 
composing  bodies;  whence  he  passed  to  was  worst  at  night.  The  difficulty  ex- 
decompositions  brought  about,  not  by  the  pericnced  in  walking  was  now  so  great, 
agency  of  one  body  oisuniting  the  cbmpo.  that  she  never  left  the  house  except  when 
nents  of  another,  but  by  the  power  of  elec  c.-mpellcd;  and  when  she  did  so,  she  was 
tricity  disengaging  the  elements  of  the  invariably  deprived  of  sleep  the  subse- 
cumpound  exposed  to  it,~and  which  elc-  quent  night,  by  aggravation  of  pain.  On 
ments  are  left  at  perfect  liberty.  But  the  examining  the  knee,  the  patient  after  a 
object  of  the  learned  lecturer  on  this  occa-  few  attempts  succeeded  in  fixing  the  solid 
sion,  was  to  show  that  the  quantities  of  substance  in  a  situation  on  the  outside 
those  elements  are  always  definite ;  and  of  the  patella  where  it  could  be  felt, 
that  a  given  electrical  force  not  only  al>  apparently  the  size  of  a  lai^^e  Wind, 
ways  decomposes  a  constant  quantity  of  a  sor  bean.  Observing  a  cicatrix  on  the 
^ven  substance,  but  actually  disengages  Inner  and  lower  part  of  the  thigh,  just 
its  elements  exactly  in  those  proportions  above  the  knee,  I  inquired  what  had  occa- 
which  are  equivalent  in  the  scale  of  che.  sioned  it ;  and  she  replied,  that  when  a 
mical  action.  The  illustrations  of  this  girl  she  had  been  pusned  down,  and  hurt 
principle  consisted  of  a  series  of  beautiful  her  thigh ;  that  a  swelling  slowly  formed, 
experiments,  which  should  be  seen  in  or*  broke,  and  after  discharging  matter  be- 
der  to  be  thoroughly  understood.  tween  two  and  three  years,  a  piece  of  bone 
On  concluding  the  lecture,  Dr.  Faraday,  came  awavt  when  the  opening  immediately 
only  then  apprized  of  the  circumstance  by  healed.  This  last  circumstance  took  place 
a  communication  from  the  chair,  an-  about  eight  years  ago ;  and  until  the  acci- 
nounced  that  Mr.  Fuller  was  dead:  he  had  dent  three  years  since  she  had  suffered 
died  that  evening,  without  a  struggle,  nothing,  and  enjoyed  the  free  use  of  the 
Through  respect  to  his  memory  there  was  limb. 

no  evening  mooting  on  Fridav  tne  1 8th,  tlie  The  occurrence  of  loose  cartilages  in  the 

day  on  which  the  funeral  of  tdis  munificent  cavities  of  joints  is  curious,  but  not  very 

patron  of  the  institution  took  place. .  unuisual.     They  have  been  most  frequently 
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mot  with  in  the  knee,  but  they  have  been  plaining  of  pain  in  the  knee-joint  in  oer. 
found  in  the  elbow,  ankle,  jaw,  wrist,  and  tain  motions  of  it,  and  which  seemed  to 
sbonlder.joints.  There  may  be  more  than  depend  on  a  hard  knob  seated  on  the  inner 
one ;  in  the  present  instance  there  were  and  lower  edge  of  the  trochlea  of  the  fe- 
two  (for  a  second  was  discoFcred  on  her  mur.  This  kind  of  loose  cartilage  is  more 
coming  into  the  hospital),  and  as  many  as  rarely  met  witli  than  the  preceding.  You 
twenty  have  been  found  on  dissection  in  may  see  some  good  preparations  of  it  in 
one  joint.  They  are  of  various  forms  and  the  Museum  of  the  College  of  Surgeons, 
sizes,  for  the  most  part  oblong,  with  round-  It  is  seldom  that  we  find  these  cartila- 
ed  edges.  One  of  these  two,  you  observe,  giuous  bodies  still  attached  by  their  pedicle; 
is  about  the  size  and  shape  of  a  peeled  for  so  long  as  this  remains  entire,  they  are 
almond ;  the  other  is  much  lamr,  com-  less  likely  to  get  between  the  surfaces  of 
pressed,  with  rounded  edges,  ana  of  very  the  bones  forming  the  joint ;  the  pain  at- 
ifregular  knotted  outline,  not  unlike  a  tending  which  circumstance  occasions 
piece  of  flattened  ginger  root.  One  side  of  their  detection,  otherwise  their  existence 
each  is  uniformly  smooth,  and  like  car-  is  not  noticed.  This  pain  is  so  acute,  and 
tilage;  the  other  side  is  less  even,  and  is  the  inconvenience  in  walking  so  considera- 
hard  fVom  the  deposition  of  an  osseous  or  ble,  as  to  induce  patients  to  seek  relief 
calcareous  matter,  giving  to  this  side  a  re-  even  by  an  operation, 
semblance  to  the  cartilages  of  the  ribs  Now  the  operation  by  which  such  sub- 
when  they  are  becoming  ossified.  A  very  tances  are  removed  is  simple,  easy  of 
delicate  membrane,  of  extreme  tenuity,  execution,  attended  with  little  pain,  and 
can  be  raised  in  small  portions  from  either  with  scarcely  any  bleeding.  But  are  these 
surface.  the  only  merits  to  be  sought  for  in  an 
In  attempting  to  explain  the  origin  operation  ?  If,  in  treating  of  the  subject 
and  presence  of  these  bodies,  Mr.  Hun-  of  cataract,  I  was  to  inquire  of  you  which 
ter  had  a  notion  that  they  were  ori-  was  the  most  perfect  operation — that  by 
gpnally  formed  by  extravasated  blood,  extraction  of  the  Tens,  or  that  by  its  divi- 
wbieh,  becoming  organized,  took  on  the  sion  and  absorption,  you  would  no  doubt 
character  of  the  parts  with  which  it  was  answer  the  former,  because  by  it  the 
in  connexion;  and  he  stated  that  they  are  opaque  substance  is  removed  at  once  and 
never  met,  unless  the  subject  of  them  has  for  ever  from  the  eye :  but  if  I  was  to  ask 
formerlv  or  recently  met  with  an  accident  you  which  was  the  iafest,  you  would 
There  is,  however,  no  proof  that  extra-  say  that  by  division ;  and  why  ?  princi- 
vasated  blood  ever  does  become  organized;  pally  because  it  is  much  less  subject  to  be 
vessels  have  never  been  traced  into  it;  and  followed  by  inflammation,  and  on  this 
if  these  cartilaginous  substances  are  inra-  ground  it  is  more  generally  preferable, 
riably  preceded  by  a  local  injury,  which  is  Now  although  we  have  no  such  choice  of 
no  doubt  generally  true,  this  has  sometimes  operation  in  the  case  of  loose  substances 
been  at  so  remote  a  period  as  to  have  in' a  jpint,  we  have  still  to  inquire  if  the 
escaped  recollection.  A  more  specious  ex-  proceeding  above  alluded  to  for  their  re- 
planation  has  been  given,  by  supposing  moval  is  safe.  In  answering  this  question, 
that  they  are  the  result  of  coagulable  you  have  to  consider  what  are  the  conse- 
lymph  effused  into  the  joint,  from  inflam-  quences  which  ensue  from  wounds  of  joints, 
mation  succeeding  the  injury;  and  this  punctured,  incised,  or  lacerated ;  and  er- 
would  apply  to  inflammatory  action  aris-  perience  will  suggest  to  yon  that  they  are 
ing  from  any  other  cause :  in  the  present  always  serious.  Even  in  the  smallest 
case  you  heard  that  there  had  been  a  fall  joints  they  are  often  followed  by  destruc- 
on  the  knee,  and  subsequent  inflamma-  tion  of  its  function;  they  sometimes  en- 
tion.  But  instead  of  being  formed  within  tail  the  loss  of  a  limb,  and  of  life  itself, 
the  joint,  they  have  been  found  outside  Such  results  are  maiply  owing  to  that 
of  it,  immediately  beneath  the  synovial  susceptibility  to  inname  upon  injury 
membrane,  and,  covered  by  this,  project-  which  is  common  to  all  synovial  mem- 
ing  into  the  joint,  so  that  the  projection  branes,  and  which  is  of  gpvater  import- 
increasing  the  pedicle  is  elongated,  and  ance  when  occurring  in  the  knee,  from 
ultimately  gives  way,  leaving  them  free;  the  great  extent  of  this  membrane,  and 
in  this  case  they  are  probably  formed  with-  the  variety  of  parts  which  it  covers,  in- 
out  inflammation,  by  some  action  more  eluding,  as  it  does,  the  crucial  ligaments 
analogous  to  that  by  which  tumors  gene-  and  semi-lunar  cartilages,  as  well  as  the 
rally  are  produced.  Again,  a  morbid  cartilaginous  extremities  of  the  bones, 
knotted  growth  of  cartilage,  from  the  edge  Once  the  inflammation  is  set  up  in  it  by  a 
of  the  articulating  covering  of  the  con-  penetrating  wound,  these  other  parts 
dyles  of  the  femur,  is  sometimes  met  readily  participate,  and  a  constitutional 
with ;  and  a  portion  of  this  being  broken  disturbance,  of  the  most  violent  character, 
off,  produces  a  loose  cartilage  of  a  different  ensues ;  so  that  not  only  destruction  of  the 
kind.     We  lately  had  a  man*  here  com-  joint,  but  of  life,  may  result.     But  I  need 
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not  eolarge  npon  this  subject,  gentlemen,  had  united,  with  the  exception  of  a  single 

Yon  have  lately  seen  an  instance,  under  point.    There  was  no  pain  or  swelling. 

tbe  care  of  one  of  my  colleagues^  of  all  but  Fifty  hours  after  the  operation,  the  pulse 

a    fatal    termination,  from  a  small  and  having    become  Arequent,  the  knee  was 

neglected  wound  of  the  knee  by  a  scythe,  again  examined,  and  a  slight  puffiness 

It  is  the  knowledge,  then,  of  these  cir-  being  observed  on  each  side  of  tbe  ligament 
cnmstances  which  renders  ns  never  anxious  of  the  patella,  twenty.four  leeches  were 
to  recommend  tbe  removal  of  cartila-  immediately  applied.  As  the  swelling  in< 
nnons  bodies  from  the  knee  by  operation,  creased,  they  were  renewed  in  a  few  hours, 
when  this  young  woman  applied,  I  and  again  and  again;  so  that  in  the  course 
therefore  thought  it  right  to  apprise  her,  of  four  days  one  hundred  and  fifty  had 
that  though  the  operation  was  effectual,  been  applied,  besides  blood  taken  by 
and  frequently  succeeded,  yet  that  being  cupping  from  the  lower  part  of  the  thigh. 
attended  with  considerable  risk  and  dan-  In  the  intervals  of  the  application  of  the 
ger,  I  advised  her  not  to  have  it  done,  but,  leeches,  ice  was  kept  day  and  night  on  the 
aAcr  giving  tbe  limb  rest,  and  applying  knee,  but  in  vain.  Tbe  inflammation  pro- 
cold  lotion  for  a  few  days,  to  have  a  ban.  ceeded,  tbe  knee  became  distended,  tbe 
dage  applied,  with  a  view  to  confine  the  wound  reopened ;  first  a  sort  of  sero- 
loose  cartilage  in  a  fixed  position,  whereby  purulent  matter,  or  rather  synovial  fluid 
it  could  not  get  into  the  joint.  This  is  a  and  pus  mixed  together,  and  then  pure 
method  which  ought  invariably  to  be  pus,  were  discharged  in  large  quantities, 
tried.  For  three  weeks  she  did  j^er^evere  and  that  in  eight  days  after  the  operation. 
in  this,  but  the  bandage  failed  in  the  ob-  The  pain  in  the  joint  now  became  most 
ject  proposed,  and  she  returned  at  the  end  acute,  and  it  was  evident  that  the  car- 
of  that  time,  requesting  to  be  taken  into  tilages  were  becoming  affected ;  a  large 
the  house,  as  she  was  kept  "  in  a  con-  caustic  issue,  therefore,  was  made  on  the 
stant  state  of  worn*,''  and  was  unable  to  integuments  covering  the  inside  of  the 
attend  to  her  children,  and  wished  to  have  joint,  and  in  a  few  days  another  on 
the  operation  performed.  She  was  ad-  the  outside,  the  ice  still  being  continued, 
mitted,  and  an  impartial  statement  of  the  During  this  time  the  most  violent  con- 
risk  attending  the  operation  having  been  stitutional  disturbance  had  taken  place, 
again  made  to  her,  she  persisted  in  her  so  as  to  endanger  the  safety  of  the  patient, 
resolution,  to  take  the  chance  of  it  Our  objects  now  were  to  prevent  an  imme. 

Our  first  duty,  then,  was  to  take  every  diately  fatal  issue,  and  to  favour  anchylo- 

precaution  which  experience  has  suggested  sis,  as'  the  joint  was  evidently  destroyed : 

as  most  likely  to  ensure  the  success  of  the  but  abscesses  formed  around  the  knee,  one  at 

operation.  Ten  days  were  allowed  to  elapse  its  upper  and  inner  part,  near  the  cicatrix 

before  it  was  done.    She  was  kept  on  low  alreaoy  mentioned  as  being  at  the  lower 

diet;  had  aperient  medicine;   cold  lotion  part  of  the  thigh;  another  formed  on  the 

was  applied  to  the  knee ;  and  the  two  pre-  front  of  the  leg,  immediately  below  the 

eeding  days  she  was  kept  in  bed,  with  a  tubercle  of  the  tibia,  having  followed  the 

straight  splint  applied  to  the  back  part  of  course  of  the  flexor  tendons  from  the  ham. 

the  limb,  that  she  might  be  accustomed  to  The  patient  complained  of  additional  pain 

the  position  in  which  it  was  to  be  main-  in  the  joint,  and  a  grating  in  it,  whenever 

tained  for  some  days  afterwards.      The  she   made    the    slightest    alteration    in 

operation  itself  was  performed  in  the  ward,  the  position  of  her  body,  although  a  splint 

and  in  bed,  so  that  no  unnecessary  motion  was  attached  to  the  Umb  to  keep  this 

might  be  occasioned.     The  two  cartilages  steady.   She  became  much  cmaciatea,  with 

having  been  brought  to  the  outside  of  the  constant   night    perspirations :    she    had 

patella,  were   encircled  and  held  there,  diarrhoea  also,  ana  the  skin  over  the  sacrum 

by  a  silver  tongue^sc^aper.     The  intcgu-  had  given  way.    To  save  her  life,  then, 

ments   being    drawn  aside,    an  incision  we  were  obliged,  two   months  after  the 

wasmadeupon  the  largest  body;  and  when  operation,  to  amputate  the  limb,  which 

this  was  exposed,  it  projected,  and  was  I  took  off  a  little  higher  than  usual,  on 

laid  hold  of  by  a  tenaculum.    A  little  account  of  the  abscess  at  the  lower  part  of 

delay  was  occasioned  by  its  irregular  shape,  the  thigh.     On  examination,  the  joint  was 

a  knob  on  one  of  its  extremities  being  found  filled  with  purulent   matter ;  the 

caught  and  detained,  reouiring  a  further  s^ovial  membrane,   where  it  remained, 

enlargement  of  the  wouna  in  the  capsule;  highly  vascular,  thickened,    and  pulpy; 

when  it  was  extracted,  the  smaller  one  the  cartilaginous  coverings  of  the  condyles 

readily  followed.    The  wound  in  tbe  in-  of  the  femur,  and  of  the  head  of  the  tibia, 

teguments    was    immediately    accurately  extensivel^r  absorbed,  exposing  the  bone 

closed,  and  ice  was  applied  to  the  joint  (of  its  natural  hardness) ;  the  semi-lunar 

by  way  of  precaution.  cartilages  almost  entirely  removed,   and 

For    two  days   eveiy  tiling   promised  the  cnicial  ligaments  partially  destroyed, 

success;    the  wound  in  the  integuments  Here,  then,  gentlemen,  notwithstanding 
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that  every  precaiiMnn  was  taken  tt)  cnsnrc  state  of  the  hone  extended  as  high  ap  as 

the  success  of  the  operation,  you  hare  where  it  was  sawed  through  in  amputat- 

witnessed  its  foilure;   you  hare  likewise  ing,  an  inch  and  a  lialf  higher  than  the 

witnessed  the  access  of  that  inflammation  upper  end  of  the  ahscess,  so  that  here  there 

which  we  endeavoured  to  guard  against ; —  was  no  medullary  cavity.     Below  the  ah. 

andhowuncontrolablethis  proved  under  the  scess,  about  half-way  between  it  and  the 

most  active  treatment    This  ought  to  im-  end  of  the  femur,  in  the  middle  of  the 

press  upon  your  minds  the  absolute  neces*  cancellous  structure,  another  detached  yel- 

sity  of  first  trying,  in  crery  case,  the  effi-  low  osseous  particle,  about  the  size -of  the 

cacy  of  a  bandage  or  knee-cap,  and  of  Incus,  was  imbedded  in  thickened  medul- 

dissuading  patients  from  the   operation,  larymembnuie;  there  was,  however,  no  pus 

When  yon  are  compelled  to  resort  to  it,  or  other  fluid  here.    The  diameter  of  the 

bear  in'mind  that  it  is  but  justice  to  them  femur  was  not  increased;  it  was  not  en- 

and  to  yourselves  that  they  should  be  made  larged ;  and  its  external  surface  presented 

fully  aware  of  the  risk,    and  that  they  no  appearance  of  disease,  with  the  excep- 

themselres,  therefore,  must  bear  the  re-  tion  that  it  was  less  smooth,    and   the 

sponsibility.    With  regard  to  our  unfor-  thickened  periosteum  adhered  to  it,  per- 

tnnate  patient,  she  suffered  so  severely,  so  haps,  a  little  less  firmly  than  when  in  a 

constantly,  and  was  so  unequal  to  attend  hc«lthy  state. 

to  her  family,  that  I  believe  the  result  was,  How  long  could  this  abscess  in  the 
to  her,  not  a  matter  of  regret;  and  this  bone  have  existed ?  I  can  ha?e  no  hesita- 
leads  me  to  another  and  very  important  tion  in  replying,  that,  considering  its  situ- 
fact  in  the  case.  ation,  and  the  state  of  the  bone  around  it. 
Yon  will  recollect,  that,  in  examining  it  must  hare  done  so  for  some  time — 
the  knee,  when  Ann  K.  first  applied  for  months  before  the  operation.  Such  a 
admission,  a  cicatrix  being  observed  on  change  as  was  here  observed  in  the  cancel- 
the  inner  and  lower  part  of  the  thigh,  she  lous  structure  is  the  result  of  slow  depo^ 
stated,  in  answer  to  the  question  of  what  rition  from  chronic  inflammation, 
had  occasioned  this,  that  a  piece  of  bone  had  The  kind  of  abscess  in  the  centre  of  the 
come  out  here  more  than  eight  years  previ-  bone  hei«  met  with  has  not  been  much 
ously.  Desiroustoascertain  whence  this  had  noticed;  and  you  may  imagine,  by  the 
been  derived,  I  examined  the  corresponding  almost  accidental  manner  in  which  it  was 
part  of  the  femurafter  its  removal,  and  was  in  this  ease  discovered,  how  easily  it  may 
first  of  all  struck  with  the  great  thickening  be  overlooked,  when  not  accompanied  by 
of  the  periosteum,  covering  the  inner  side  of  external  swelling  or  enlargement  of  the 
that  bone,  as  yon  see  here.  At  one  spot,  bone.  You  will,  however,  find  a  most  in- 
three  inches  abore  its  lower  extremity,  three  teresting  account  of  three  ca«es  of  chronic 
or  four  drops  of  a  dark-coloured*  sanieA  abscess  of  the  tibia  of  analogous  cbarac- 
were  found  beneath  the  periosteum :  the  ter,  by  Mr.  Brodie,  in  the  I7th  volumo 
bone,  however,  with  which  it  was  in  con-  of  the  Medico-Chirurgieal  Transactions, 
tact,  was  not  carious,  nor  did  it  present  In  two  of  these  cases  the  disease  had 
any  excavation  or  breach  of  surface;  it  been  in  existence  or  progress  for  twelve 
was  simply  rough.  At  the  distance  of  years,  and  in  the  other  for  eighteen; 
more  than  an  inch  from  this  there  was  all  were  attended  with  constant  aching, 
embedded  in  the  thickened  periosteum,  in  and  with  occasional  exacerbations  of  most 
a  sort  of  cyst,  a  particle  of  detached  yellow  excruciating  pain ;  in  all  there  was  en- 
bone,  the  size  of  one  of  the  ossicula  auditus.  largement  of  Uie  bone.  In  our  case,  I  can 
The  amputated  portion  of  femur,  which  hardly  doubt  that  the  abscess  of  the  femur 
was  not  enlarged,  was  now  sawn  through  bad  some  connexion  in  its  origin  with-  that 
perpendicularly,  in  its  whole  length,  when  disease,  which  had  apparentlv  terminated 
an  abscess  was  discovered  in  its  centre,  eight  years  previously  with  the  exit  of  a 
containing  about  a  drachm  and  a  half,  portion  of  bone.  I  am  also  disposed  to 
or  two  drachms,  of  very  thick,  yellow,  attribute  the  increased  sufferings,  for  the 
purulent  matter.  This  was  contained  in  a  three  ipontfas  preceding  the  patient's  ap- 
cavity  of  irregular  form,  about  two  inches  plication  here,  and  more  especially  the 
lind  a  quarter  in  length,  the  lower  end  of  pain,  which  was  worst  at  night,  to  this 
which  was  four  inches  from  the  artieulat-  chronic  abscess  of  the  femur.  Entertain- 
ing  end  of  the  bone :  the  cavity  was  lined  ing  these  opinions,  it  is  impossible  but 
by  a  rose  red,  soft,  thick  membrane,  and  that  I  should  attribute  the  unfavourable 
had  no  communication  whatever  with  the  issue  of  the  operation  for  extracting  the 
external  surface  of  the  bone.  The  bone  loose  cartilages  in  a  considerable  degree 
around  the  cavity  was  of  a  whiter  colour,  to  this  serious  complication, — a  complica- 
and,  as  you  will  observe,  is  much  more  tion  which  must  have  rendered  the  joint  in 
solid  than  natural,  from  the  deposition  of  its  vicinity  much  more  susceptible  of  in- 
osseous  matter  into  its  cancellated  struc-  flammation,  and  the  inflammation,  when 
ture,  which  cancellated  structure,  indeed,  excited^  more  violent  and  intractable, 
might  be  said  not  to  exist.    This  solid                                   
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FROJECTED  MEDICAL  SCHOOL  improvement;   and  I  tnist— I,  who  live 

AT  YORK.  "*^^  ^^^  ™*^^  '''***°  ^^^  walls  of  the  city— 

that  »uch  an  effort  will  be  made  as  shall 

end  in    the   oi^ganizatlon    of  a  medical 

_y     -  school. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  You,  sir,  will  recollect,  that  last  .year  . 
c  you  communicated  to  the  profession,  that 
'  the  medical  men,  and  also  their  pupils, 
The  object  of  provincial  medical  schools  ™ad«  some  effort  in  this  cause.  At  that 
is  to  advance  the  respectability  of  the  pro-  ^^^^  things  promised' well — so  far  as  pro- 
fession ;  and,  so  long  as  this  is  the  end  ™i»«8  extend — but  the  object  was  never 
aimed  at,  (and  it  can  be  proved  that  they  attained ;  and  the  spirit  which  at  first 
are  advanUigeoufc),  so  long  is  it  the  duiif  of  animated  the  friends  of  the  school  appears 
every  member  of  the  profession  to  use  his  "°^  ^^  have  fallen  into  the  Tartarean 
influence  in  effecting  their  establi^ment.  fif^^ph-  The  genius  of  improvement  surely 
I  am  not  an  advocate  for  exclusive  pro.  never  had  so  unfelicitous  an  adventure, 
vincial  education,— for  it  mnst  be  allowed  ®?t '"''  ^^^  ^**  which  prove  ad  demon- 
that  the  London  schools  possess  superior  '''*'»<"»*™  that  a  school  has  been  attempted: 
privileges,  compared  with  those  in  the  ™°^  than  twelve  months  ago  the  medical 
country,— yet,  nevertheless,  the  local  schools  ™^°»  ^  *  ^^y,  held  several  meetings,  and 
have  had  their  share  in  contributing  to  the  *^"  mme  time  had  elapsed  a  committee 
general  improvement  w^hich  has  been  ac-  ^"  formed.  The  result  of  their  meetings 
complished  in  the  profession  of  late, —  ^*^>  that  a  school  of  medicine  is  wanted, 
a  proposition,  in  my  opinion,  which  no  I  cannot  learn  any  thing  further,  save 
man  can  well  dispute;  and  if  their  number  that  one  or  two  of  their  number  endea- 
be  extended,  and  the  «  signs  of  the  times"  joured  to  find  some  rooms  which  would  be 
augur  aright,  I  aver  that  their  influence  "t  for  anatomical  purposes.  These  were 
will  be  augmented,  and  luminaries  will  "C'^er  found ;  at  least  not  recognized  by 
arise  among  them,  whose  names  will  add  J*®,  committee.  In  consequence  of  this 
honour  to  their  country  and  the  science  desideratum,  some  of  them  proposed  erect- 
they  cultivate.  ing:  a  convenient  building;   others,  that 

You,  Mr.  Editor,  must  be  aware,- you  ^®  '^™  at  the  Hospital,  if  it  could  be 

know  well  the  state  of  the  profession,—  procured,    would  be  more  advantageous, 

riiat  the  Manchester,  Liverpool,  and  Bir-  ^"^  .^^^h  a  state  the  "  school  affairs "  re- 

ningham  schools  are  using  their  inflnence  ™ained  until  a  few  months  ago,  when  ano- 

in  raising  the  character  of  the  profession;  *J^  general  meeting  was  called  (said  to  be 

and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  similar  insti-  *"®  ^^^)»  ^t  which  a  resolution  was  carried, 

totions  are  not  more  general  in  the  pro-  ^^  ^J^  ^^^  that  the  medical  men  as  a  body 

vinces;  I  trust  they  soon  will  be.  would  have  no  connexion  mth  the  pro- 

In  thus   anticipating,    I    am    glad  to  P**^^^  school,  but  that  the  aftair  be  left 

communicate  something  (scarcely  amount-  ^Pf "  ^^^  ^"7  members  of  the  profession 

ing  to  positive  information)  relative  io  the  ^^^  ™^y  ^cel  interested  in  it. 

pending  prospects  of  a  school  where  it  has  Such  is  the  present  state  of  the  pending 

long  been  called  for.    The  city  to  which  school;  and  if  I  have  not  given  a  full  ac- 


«  well  qualified  for  still  greater  improve,  dressing  you  on  this  subject. 

ment ;  and  if  we  for  a  moment  recal  its  ^  am,  sir, 

former  greatness,  its  former  pre-eminence.  Your  obedient  servant, 

and  consider  its  present  condition,  we  shall  ^                                     Machaon. 

be  ready  to  exclaim,  why  is  it  that  no  me-  ^^^^*  April  1834. 

dical  school  stands  witnin  its  renowned j. 

walls?    Why  is  it  that  no  lectures  con- 
nected with  medicine  are  given  either  at  HOSPITALS  OF  PARIS* 

its  hospital  or  dispensary?     Surely  it  is  

time  the  spirit  of  innovation  visited  Old  the  latb  kiots. 

^\Jl!^u  i!!'*  '**^-'*  ^""^  ^  V,"  ?"  ^^'  '*'"=  '^'^""^  ~<«*^«d  In  the  late  serious 

TJ^.  r*  i  become  impenetrable  by  age,  riots    were   not  so    nnmerons  as  severe. 

Sr«JJ?\?'  ^^^f?^  the  energies  of  modem  Nineteen  cases  were  taken  into  the  H6tel 

reformation.    The  spirit  of  the  times  calls  Dieu ;  one  woman  among  them,  who  had 

1?«*""?TT®"^'  the  situation  and  pros-  received  a  bayonet-wouna ;  of  the  rest,  six 

??  .n  H  y^'^~'^"^f  the  grand  emporium  were  soldiers.  Amputation  at  the  shoulder, 

ofallthatwas  great-call  imperatively  for  joint,  in  consequence  of  a  grievous  gun- 
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shot  wound  of  the  upper  part  of  the  hu- 
merus, was  performed  in  one  case,  hy 
M.  Sanson.  Two  patients  died  soon  after 
entering^  the  hospital ;  one  from  fracture  of 
the  pelvis  by  a  ball,— the  other,  from  hav- 
ing been  snot  through  the  chest.  The 
Hopital  Saint  Louis  received  fifteen 
wounded,  and  the  Val-de-Gr&ce  eight.  It 
is  supposed  that  the  entire  number  of  the 
wounded  in  this  affairt  of  tlie  1 4th  of  April 
(as  it  is  called)  did  not  much  exceed  one 
hundred. 


ST.  PANCRAS  MEDICAL  ASSO- 
CIATION. 


We  are  glad  to  perceive  that  an  associa- 
tion for  carrying  into  effect  the  benevo- 
lent principle  of  the  Self-supporting  Dis- 
pensaries, has  at  length  been  formed  in 
London,  in  the  parish  of  St  Pancras.  The 
account  of  the  arrangements  wliich  has 
been  sent  to  us  seems  as  complete  as  can 
be  wished.     It  is  proposed — "  1,  To  place 
within  the  reach  of  the  industrious  artizan 
of  small  income  the  means  of  obtaining 
medical  aid,  without  subjecting  him  to  the 
necessity  of  seeking  humiliating  cbari^,  or 
destroying  his  honest  pride  by  exposing 
him  to  the  demoralising  influence  of  the 
poor  laws ;   and,  2,  To  afford  gratuitous 
relief  to  persons  of  real  desert,  who  may  be 
unable  to  procure  by  their  own  efforts  the 
advantages  just  mentioned."      However 
desirable  it  mav  be  in    the  establishing 
these  dispensaries,  to  keep  them  as  much 
as  possible  strictly  self-tuppcrting,  and  for 
the  benefit  of  a/ree  cUm  of  patients  alone, 
we  cannot,  perhaps,  well  object  in  the  pre- 
sent circumstances  to  the  admission  of  a 
pauper  class;  but  we  trust  that  ultimately, 
and  chiefly  by  the  force  of  good  example, 
all  the  members  will  be  of  one  class — the 
independent  and  the  free. 


tice  of  Medicine,  founded  on  Original 
Philosophical  Investigations.  By  G. 
Calvert  Holland,  M.D.,  Physician  to  the 
Sheffield  General  Infirmary.  Vol.  I.  Hvo. 


WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  of  BURIALS, 

From  Bills  of  Mortality,  April  22,  1834. 

Hooping-Coogh   .  12 

Inflamtnatlon        .  85 

Bowels  &  Stomach  ^ 

Brain  4 

Lungs  and  Pleura  12 

Influensa      •        .  2 

Insanity        •        •  8 

Jaaodlce       .       .  2 

Liver,  diseased  2 

Meanles         .        .  7 

Miscarriage  •  1 

Mortlflcation         .  4 

Paralysis               .  4 

Hmall.Pox    .        •  2 

Spasms          •        .  5 

Stone  and  Gravel  2 

Thrush          .        .  2 

Unknown  Causes  7 

Stubborn      .         .      20 

Increase  of  Burials,  as  compared  with  >   «» 
the  preceding  week        .       •       .3 
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Kept  at  Edmonton,  iMtitude  5i/»  37'  32"  ^f. 
Longitude  0®  3'  51"  W.  of  Greenwich, 

Baromktbr. 

aO-24  to  .30  21 
80-14       80  02 


Abscess 

1 

Age  snd  Debility . 

61 

Apoplexy 

9 

Asthma 

24 

Cancer 

1 

Childbirth     . 

6 

Consumption 
Conrulslons 

106 

43 

Croup    . 

6 

Dentition  or  Teething  9 

Dropsy 

26 

Dropsy  on  the  Brain  20 

Dropsy  on  the  Chesi 

;    1 

Erysipelas    . 

8 

Fever     . 

11 

Ferer,  Scarlet 

8 

Fever,  Typhus 

2 

Gout     . 

.  1 

Heart,  diseased  . 

1 

Hernia 

1 

April,  1884. 

Tbksmumstbr. 

Tliursday .  10 

from  27  to  47 

Friday    .  .  11 

26      47 

Saturday  .  12 

80      44 

Sunday  .  .  18 

88      47 

Monday.  .  14 

24      fil 

Tuesday .  .  16 

27      fiS 

Wednesday  16 

29      55 

29  93 
29  90 
80  07 
80-27 
80  87 


29  88 
'29  99 
80  >  9 
80  83 
80.39 


Prevailing  wind,  N.E. 

Except  the  lOth  and  12th,  clear;  flakes  of  snow 
at  times  on  the  10th ;   hall  frequent  during  the 
I2th,  a  rather  heavy  shower  about  8  v.m.  accom- 
panied by  thunder- 
Rain  fallen,  -OS  of  an  Inch. 


NEW  MEDICAL  WORKS. 

The  Anatomy  of  the  Human  Eye.  By 
John  Dalrymple,  Assistant- Surgeon  to 
the  Ophthalmic  Infinnary.  8vo.  128. 
bds. 

The  Second  Fasciculus  of  Anatomical 
Drawings,  selected  fVom  the  Collection 
of  Morbid  Anatomy  in  the  Army  Medi- 
cal  Museum  at  Chatham.     Folio.  2l8. 

Catalogue  of  Preparations,  &c.  in  Morbid, 
Natund,  and  Comparatire  Anatomy, 
contained  in  the  Museum  of  the  Army 
Medical  Department,FortPitt,Chatham. 
8vo.  5s.  bds. 

Just  Ready. 
An  Inquiry  into  the  Principles  and  Prac- 


Thursday .  17 

from  88  to  57 

80-40  to  80*44 

Friday.  .  .  18 

85 

69 

80-40 

80-47 

Saturday  .  19 

89 

51 

80  84 

80-20 

Sunday  .  .  20 

81 

55 

80-23 

8018 

Monday.  .21 

84 

59 

80- 14 

80-11 

Tuesday   .  22 

89 

60 

1I009 

8000 

Wednesday28 

85 

58 

80  11 

80-16 

Wind  Tarlable,  N.E.  prevailing. 

The  23d  cloudy,  otherwise  generally  clear ;  a 
shower  of  ralo  at  half-past  12  on  the  a8d,  not 
measurable* 

Chahles  Henry  Adams. 


Errata  in  last  Number.— Page  95, 
line  20,  for  pairs,  read  paces ;  line  2S,  for 
have,  read  had. 

W.  Wilson,  Printer,  57,Sklnner-Strcret,  London. 
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LECTURES  tions;  they  are  frequently  followed  by  in- 
flammation of  the  uterus  or  vagina,  by 
abacessy  and  aloughiug.     A»  these  states 

THEORY  AND  PRACTICE    OF  deserve  a  distinct  consideratitm,  we  shall 

MIDWIFERY*  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  attention  to  rigidity  of  the 

'  OS  uteri. 

Delivered  ut  the  Jjondon  Hatpital,  When  a  woman  has  borne  a  number 

n     r>              n   r%                       itw  rx  ^^  children,  the  uterine   mouth  usually 

Br  Francis  H.  Ramsbotham,  M.D.  dilates  very  readily,  and  therefore  we  may 

._«  expect  to  meet  with  this  cause  of  diM- 

VYV  culty  more  frequently  in  primary  labours; 

LlECTCRE  XXX.  iiut  Ijjjg  ig  by  QQ  means  universally  the 

DIFFICULT  LABOUR.  ©**•    I  once  witnessed  a  very  uncommon 

exception  to  this  general  rule.     I  was  re- 

RIGIDITY  OF  THE  OS  UTERI.  qucsted  to  take  charge  of  an  unmarried 

A  rocRTH  cause  of  lingering  labour  con-  woman,  pregnant  with   her   first  child, 

sMts  in  rigidity  of  the  soft  parts  through  who  was  in  as  comfortable  cireumstances 

which  the  child  must  pass :   and  this  is  a  as  her  situatioh  would  admit  of.    Under 

mibject  of  great  interest,  because  of  its  labour  the  os  uteri  opened  with  nodiffi- 

freqnent   occurrence,    the  excessive  pain  culty,  and  the  child  was  bom  naturally 

generally  attendant  upon  the  case,  ana  the  in  four  or  five  hours  IVom  the  time  I  was 

difficulty  that  is  often  experienced  in  over-  summoned.     She  again  became  pregnant, 

coming  the  resistance  occasioned.  but  it  was  under  very  different  circum- 

I  kaye  already  said,  that  rigidity  may  stances;  and  her  mind  was  much  more  dis- 

exist  in  the  os  uteri,  the  vagina,  or  the  turbcd  than  on  the  first  occasion.     On  the 

perineum,  separately ;   but  we  usuallv  ob-  accession  of  labour  the  membranes  broke 

serve  that  when  one  part  is  affected,  all  the  early ;  the  pains  soon  became  exceedingly 

structures  partake  more  or  less  of  the  un-  violent;   the  head  was' urged  powerfully 

healthy  condition ;   so  that  even  after  the  against  the  undilated  and  rigid  os  uteri ; 

OS  uteri  is  fully  distended,  much  delay  and  irregular  muscular    spasms    supervened ; 

distress  is  experienced  in  the  dilatation  of  and  at  the  end  of  about  fifty  hours  from 

the  vagina  and  external  parts.  the  rupture  of  the  membranes, — when  the 

Women  who  are  bearing  their  first  child,  os  uteri  had  not  acquired  a  diameter  larger 

«— nesfiecially  if  they  be  approaching  the  than  tliat  of  a  shilling,— -in  the  acm6  of  a 

middle  period  of  li^e, — those  who  possess  strong  pain, — while  I  was  instituting  an 

a  strung  constitution  engrafted  on  a  vigo-  examination    with   the  greatest    possible 

rous  and  rigid  fibre,  are  the  most  likely  to  care,  I  felt  the  os  uteri  split  on  the  right 

suffer  from  this  cause  of  protraction.    To  side,  and  I  traced  the  rent  considerably  up- 

add  to  the  distress,  it  is  very  usual,  when  wards  through  the  cervix.     At  the  same 

extraordinary  rigidity  exists,  for  the  mem-  moment  the  head  passed  into  the  vagina, 

branes  to  break  early  in  the  labour;  and  and  was  expelled  by  a  continuance  of  the 

this  unfortunate  occurrence  much  aggra-  same  contraction.    During  the  process  of 

vates  both   the    pain  endured,  and    the  this  labour,  I  bled  the.  patient  to  syncope 

tediousness  of  the  dilating  process.  diree  different  times,  and  exhibited  opium 

Cases  rendered  lingering  by  pretematu-  freely,  my  mind  being  impressed  with  a 

rai  rigidity  are,  in  my  opinion,  the  most  dread  of  the  very  acci(Ient  which  occurred, 

perplexing — and  perhaps  I  might  add  the  It  is  an  instructive  case,  because  it  proves, 

most  unmanageable— of  all  head  presenta-  that  although  an  os  uteri  has  relaxed  and 

335.— XIV.  M 
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dilated  readily  in  a  first  labour,  it  may  on  summoned  by  the  midwife  soon  after  the 

after  occasions  possess  a  high  degree  of  commencement   of  labour,  and  on    my 

unnatural  rigidity, —  and  that  too  inde.  arrival  I  found  that  death  had  just  taken 

pendently  of  the  existence  of  any  dis-  place.    There  were  Yery  strong  reasons  to 

coTcrable  disease  in  the  organ  itself.     It  believe    the    child  was  not  alive,  and  I 

proves,  also,  that  the  much  vaunted  power  thought  it  useless  to  extract  it  then.    On 

both  of  bleeding  and  opium  will  not  always  opening  the  body  the  next  day,  the  os 

avail  in  removing    rigidity.      The    poor  uteri  was  found  dilated  to  about  the  dia- 

creature  died  on  the  fourth  day  after  de-  meter  of  half  a  crown,  partially  ulcerated, 

lirery,  of  uterine  inflammation.  the  principal  portion  thickened,  and  ex- 

To  another  c&se  I  was  called,  in  con-  ceedinglv  indurated.    The  membranes  had 

sultation,  in  which  the  os  uteri  had  en-  ruptured ;  and  although  so  short  a  time 

tirely  sloughed  off,  in  consequence  of  the  had  elapsed  from  the  commencement  of 

strong  pressure  to  which  it  had  been  ex-  uterine  contractions,  the  patient  had  evi- 

posed  for  a  great  length  of  time.    This  dently  sunk  exhausted, 

fact,  sufficiently  evident  before  delivery,  I  I  shall  briefly  detail    the    history   of 

had  an  opportunity  of  ascertaining  beyond  the  case  of  cauliflower  excrescence,  be- 

a  doubt  by    dissection.      There  existed,  cause    it  also  possesses    some  points  of 

also,  a  slightly  distorted  pelvis.  interest.    The  lady  had  had  one  living 

A  case  occurred  to  Mr.  Scott,  of  Nor-  child    seven    years    before    the    time    I 

wich,  in  which  the  os  uteri  and  a  conside-  speak  of;  and  my  father  had  been  attend- 

rable  portion  of  the  fcervix  was  torn  off  by  ins:  her  for  nearly  two  years  for  the  uterine 

the  force  of  the  uterine  contractions,  and  affection,  during  which  she  had  once  mis- 

came  away  in  an  entire  state,  presenting  carried.    She  became  pregnant  a  second 

the  appearance  of  a  circular  fleshy  sub-  time  while  labouring  under  the  disease ; 

stance,  having  a  central  aperture.    The  abortion  was  threatened,  but  was  with  care 

patient  eventually  recovered,  after  hover-  averted.    The  membranes  broke  early  on 

ing  for  a  long   time   on    the    brink   of  the  morning  of  Sunday,  May  26th,  1828, 

destruction.      These    two  last   accidents  and   uterine  action    came    on  at    noon, 

occurred  under  first  labours.  when  my  father  was  called,  and  found 

the  OS  uteri  would  just  admit  the  tip  of 

DISEASE  IN  THE  OS  UTERI  CAUSING  the  finger.    The  pains  continued  strong  all 

RIGIDITY.  day,  with  scarcely  any  increase  in  dilata- 

Sometimes  the  os  uteri  is  rigid  fVom  tion ;  and  at  night  an  opiate  wa^  given, 

disease,   particularly  schirro-cancer,  and  which  procured  an  intermission  of  suffer, 

cauliflower  excrescence — states  which  do  ing,  but  no  sleep.    The  process  of  dilata. 

not  prevent  conception,  but  must  give  rise  tion  went  on  very  slowly  through  Monday, 

to  more  or  less  difficulty  under  labour.  the  pains  continuing  regular  and  powerful. 

It  has  happened  to  me  to  see  two  in-  I  saw  her  for  the  first  time  at  half- past 

stances  of  labour  in  which  the  mouth  and  eight  on  that  evening.    The  os  uteri  was 

neck  of  the  womb  were  extensively  affected  then  dilated  to  the  size  of  a  crown  ;   and 

with  cancerous  ulceration;  ana  one  in  from  its  whole   disc    a   fungous   tumor 

which  a  cauliflower  excrescence  of  two  sprung,  which  filled  a  large  portion  of  the 

years'  growth,  and  of  large  size,  was  at-  vagina:  the  cervix  was  exceedingly  indu- 

tached  to  the  same  organ.    The  two  first  rated  all  round ;    the    pains  were  veiy 

cases  occurred  in  patients  of  the  Royal  strong,  and  the  vertex  was  being  forcibly 

Maternity  Charity,  and  I  had  been  at-  protruded  with  each   return    of  uterine 

tending  both  for  some  weeks  before  labour,  action,    partially   through  the  undilated 

One  of  these  women  (in  whom  the  whole  and  unyielding  opening.     Still  the  consti- 

disc  of  the   os    uteri  was   destroyed  by  tution  had  suffered  but  lu  a  slight  degree 

malignant   ulceration,  the  vagina  being  from  the    protraction  of  the  labour,  al- 

extensivcly  affected  also,)  went  into  la-  though  so  intensely  painful.    It  was  con- 

bour  rather  prematurely;  the  process  was  sidcred  that  it    would   be  premature  to 

so  rapid,  that  the  child  was  bom  before  adopt  any  means  of  delivery  just  then; 

the  midwife  could  arrive.    The  woman  and  it  was  arranged  that  I  should  remain 

died  in  the  second  week  after  her  delivery,  up  with  her  during  the  night    Very  little 

and  dissection  proved  the  disease  to  have  alteration  .was  perceptible  till    half-past 

acquired  the  affgravated  extent  which  I  three  in  the  morning,  when,  under  the  in- 

have  just  described.    In  the  other  case  the  fluenceof  aviolentcontrartion,8hesuddenly 

OB  uteri  was  but  partially  destroyed ;  the  screamed  out  that  the  child  was  passing, 

remainder    was    thickly    studded    with  Beinff  in  the  room  at  the  moment,  i  in- 

sdnrhous   tubercles.      The   patient   was  stantiy  made  an  examination,  and  found 

worn  down  to  the  lowest  ebb  of  life,  and, —  the  head  had  escaped  through  the  os  uteri, 

to  lull  the  acuteness  of  her  sufferings, — ^had  and  was  occupying  the  pelvis :  in  about 

been  in  the  habit  for  many  weeks  of  taking  half  an  hour  it  was  expelled.    The  child 

two  ounces  of  laudanum  daily.     I  was  was    alive,   and    is    so,    I   believe,  still. 
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The  placenta  gave  no  tronble.  From  the  lerve,  then,  incipient  symptoms  of  ex- 
rapidity  with  which  the  child's  bead  haustion  ;  should  the  pains  begin  to  flag ; 
passed  through  the  os  uteri ;  the  riolent  and  should  an  increased  quickness  of 
shriek,  and  the  rending  sensation  by  which  pulse,  a  more  anxiously-dejected  counte. 
it  was  accompanied;  I  have  littte  doubt  nance,  or  distressing  attacks  of  vomiting, 
that  a  laceration  of  the  organ  occurred;  indicate  impending  danger,  it  would  neces- 
althongh,  owing  to  the  conifision  of  parts  sarily  become  an  anxious  question  what 
consequent  on  the  presence  of  the  spongy  means  should  be  adopted  in  order  to  afford 
tumor,  I  did  not  detect  any  breach  of  sub-  relief.  Deli  very  offers  the  only  chance  of 
stance;  nor,  indeed,  was  I  anxious  to  disturb  preserving  the  natient  from  immediate 
tbetenderstructuresby  making  a  prolonged  death.  But,  under  the  undilatcd  state  of 
and  very  minute  examination.  For  a  fort-  the  os  uteri  which  I  am  supposing,  it 
night  die  continued  in  imminent  hazard ;  would  be  impossible  to  apply  the  forceps, 
bat  at  the  end  of  a  month  was  able  to  or  use  any  other  means  compatible  at  the 
leare  h^  room.  I  was  in  constant  and  same  time  with  the  child's  existence  and 
almost  daily  attendance  on  this  lady  for  with  the  continuity  of  tbe  mother's  struc- 
fourteen  months  after  her  delivery,  when  tares.  We  have,  therefore,  the  choice  only 
she  sunk,  worn  to  a  skeleton  by  pain,  has-  of  either  delirering  by  instruments,  which 
mmmka^B^iamA  serous  discharges.  So  pro-  must  necessarily  ctestroy  the  infant,—  pro- 
mise was  the  exudation  of  that  peculiar  se-  Tided  it  be  at  the  moment  living,— per- 
rons discharge,  so  eminently  characteristic  forming  the  Caesarean  section,  or  di- 
of  cauliflower  excrescence  of  the  os  uteri,  Tiding  the  diseased  part  to  a  sufllcient 
that  for  some  time  before  her  death  she  extent  to  permit  the  child  to  pass, 
was  compelled  io  use  three  dozen  napkins  I  presume  no  well-judging  roan  would 
in  the  fourand  twenty  hours,  each  of  which  in  such  a  case  propose  the  abdomi- 
was  perfectly  saturated  with  moisture.  nal  incision ;  and  we  should,  therefore,  be 

Wluni  the  os  uteri  is  diseased,  we  shall  driven  to  the  altematiTe  of  either  perforat- 
teostly  find  it  irreffular,  knotty,  and  very  ing  the  head,  or  making  a  division  of  the 
painful  to  the  toucn.  Symptoms  indicat-  mouth  and  neck  of  the  womb  itself.  Con- 
ing diseased  structure  will  probably  have  sidering,  then,  that  the  woman  labours  un- 
existed  prior  to  labour;  and — from  tlie  his-  der  a  disease  which  must  terminate  in 
tory  of  the  previous  suflerings  alon^— there  death,— and  that,  probably,  at  no  very  dis- 
can  be  little  difficulty  in  ascertaining  the  na-  tan  t  period ; —that  the  os  uteri  would  most 
tare  of  the  case.  If  it  be  not  dilated  more  likely  be  lacerated  in  our  attempts  at  ex- 
tlian  to  the  size  of  a  shilling;  if  we  find  it  traction ;  that  the  incision  would  not  ne- 
very  thick,  tubercnlated,  and  in  part  ulce-  cessarlly*  be  followed  by  fatal  conse- 
rated ;  if  it  be  very  tender ;  ana  if  there  quenres, — whilst  at  the  same  time,  after 
have  been  previous  symptoms  of  uterine  perforation  of  the  head,  the  child  must  ccr- 
affection, — such  as  acute  pains,  occasional  tainly  be  born  lifeless, — I  should  prefer 
and  irregular  eruptions  of  blood,  constant  operating  on  the  os  uteri,  unless,  indeed, 
or  very  frequent,  sanious,  foetid,  acrid,  or  there  were  present  the  most  unequivocal 
serous  discbarges  from  the  vagina,^ we  signs  of  the  child's  death:  and  I  should 
can  have  no  hesitation  in  pronouncing  even  hope  for  the  patient's  survival  for  some 
that  the  os  uteri  is  in  an  unhealthy  con-  time,  being  cheered  by  the  result  of  tbe 
dition.  case  last  detailed,  in  which  I  have  not  the 

Treacnwia.— Under  organic  disease  of  the  slightest  doubt  that  a  laceration  occurred, 
mouth  of  the  womb,  it  is  very  possible 

that  a  natural  termination  may  occur,  as  common  bioidity. 

in  two  of  ihe  cases  I  have  related.    It  The  rigidity  usually  met  with,  however, 

would  therefore  be  proper  to  delay  the  is  independent  of  diseased  structure,  and 


same  time,  excessive  action   bv  opiates  membranes,  or  foetal  head— and  by  our  not 

taken  into  the  stomach,  or  exhibited  per  being  able  to  make  any  impression  on  its 

anum.    Mostly,  the  patient's  system  will  edge  by  the  finger.    It  is  not  likely  that 

have  been   too  much  depressed,  by  the  we  can  mistake  a  case  of  rigidity  of  the  os 

wasting  nature  of  the  disease,  to  allow  uteri,  for  one  in  a  more  natural  state.    We 

of  the  abstraction  of  blood ;  nor,  indeed,  must  recollect,  however,  that  rigidity  of 

could  we  expect  bleeding  to  be  followed  the  soft  parts  may  co-exist  with  a  defer- 

by  relaxation  of  the  organ,  when  struc-  mity  of  pelvis;    and  that  each  of  these 

tarally  affected.     Nevertheless,  we  must  causes  may,  at  one  and  the  same  time, 

affix  a  limit  to  our  passive  treatment ;  tend  in  some  degree  to  induce  a  retarda- 

for,  as  in  more  ordinary  cases,  a  period  tion  of  the  process  of  labour. 
may  perhaps  arrive,  beyond   which  we        Treatment. — Under  this  simple  rigidity  of 

cannot  trust  to  nature.    Should  we  ob-  the  os  uteri,  it  is  oar  duty,  if  possible,  to 
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produce  relaxation  in  the  organ ;  and  we  in  labour  more  than  twenty-four  hours, 

fire  possessed  of  some  means  which  hare  except  where  disproportion  existed,  since 

been  esteemed  highly  efficacious.     Obserr-  he  began  this  practice.    There  is  certainly 

ing  how  supple  and  distensible  the  os  uteri  no  doubt  that  the  robust  constitutions  of 

becomes,  and  how  readily  it  usually  di.  the  northern  females  bear  depletion  better 

lates  under  haemorrhage,  bleeding  has  very  than  the  comparatively  weak  systems  of 

generally  been  adopted  to  effect  this  ob-  this   metropolis.     This  observation   also 

ject.    Tjiis  is  certainly  a  powerful,  but  by  holds  good  in  regard  to  the  country  :  and 

no  means  entirely  a  safe  agent.   From  per-  if  I  were  engaged  amongst  a  race  of  pea< 

Bonal  observation,  I  cannot  help  thinking  rants,  I  should,  no  doub^  more  frequently 

that  depletion  has  been  much  abused  in  have  recourse  to  bleeding  than  I  can  dare 

lingering  labours ;  and  I  fear  it  has  been  to  do  in  the  situation  where  I  am  acci 

resorted  to  often  unnecessarily.    The  great  dentally  placed ;  having  under  my  charge 

objection  that  attaches  to  bleeding  at  the  persons  whose  bodies  are  too  frequenUy 

commencement  of  labour,  is,  that  after  the  either  broken  down  by  early  disease,  shat- 

child  is  bom,  there  must  necessarily  be  a  tered  by  an  irregular  course  of  life,  or 

certain  quantity  of  blood  lost     We  are  in  weakened  by  the  want  of  proper  nourish- 

perfect   ignorance  how  much  that  may  men t,  exercise,  and  air;  and  whose  minds 

amount  to ;  and  it  would  be  wanton  to  are  rendei::cd  anxious,  fidgetty,  and  fretful, 

take  blood  from  the  arm  without  grave  by  the  toilsome,  the  feverish,  the  harassing, 

occasion,  when  the  few  ounces  we  may  vo-  and  often  uncertain  nature  of  their  occu- 

luntarily  abstract,— had  it  been  preserved  in  pations. 

the  woman's  system,— might  have  turned  With  regard  to  bleeding,  then,  &s  a 
the  vacillating  beam  of  life  in  her  favour,  means  of  relaxing  the  os  uteri,  I  look  upon 
and  snatched  her  from  impending  death,  it  as  powerful,  but  not  devoid  of  danger : 
This,  however,  is  but  a  remote,  though  to  do  good  it  must  be  carried  far  enough 
probable  danger ;  and  it  becomes  a  ques- .  to  mi^e  an  impression  on  the  general  sys. 
tion,  whether  we  ought  to  take  into  ac-  tern ;  for  it  is  idle  to  expect  advantage  wilF 
count  a  remote  probability,  when  weighed  be  derived  from  it,  unless  syncope,  or  at 
against  a  state  of  actual  and  existing  aiffi  any  rate  a  degree  of  faintness,  be  produced, 
culty.  My  father  has  always  used  the  But  there  are  some  constitutions  which 
lancet  with  caution  under  the  first  stage  bear  the  loss  of  blood  so  ill,  as  to  preclude 
of  labour,  in  consequence  of  the  risk  of  the  ure  of  the  lancet  entirely ;  and  yet  in 
flooding  aherwards ;  and  I,  in  conformity  such  we  may  possibly  meet  with  pretema. 
with  his  views,  adopting'  his  sentiments,  tural  rigidity.  Even  the  warmest  advo- 
and  very  much  revering  his  opinion,  sel-  cates  for  the  depleting  system  acknow. 
dom  direct  bleeding  in  the  first  stage  of  ledge  this  to  be  the  case;  and  other  mea- 
labour,  for  the  purpose,  simply,  of  over^  snres  have  consequently  been  had  recourse 
coming  rigidity.  There  are  2,300  women,  to  with  the  same  view, 
in  one  charity,  annually  delivered  under  As  second  in  importance  rank  opiate 
my  immediate  superintendence;  these  pa*  enemata.  Opium,  whether  exhibited  by 
tients'  labours  are  not  of  more  than  an  the  mouth,  or  in  i]]gection,  —  provided  it 
average  length,  and  there  are  actually  be  used  in  sufficient  quantity,  —  will  sus- 
fewer  deaths  among  them  than  we  meet  pend  uterine  action,  as  well  as  relieve  mus. 
with  in  the  higher  circles.  Of  this  num-  cular  spasm.  If  the  contractions  then 
her  I  scarcely  bleed  one  under  labour,  un.  are  not  powerful,  it  would  be  wrong  to  ad- 
less  there  be  evidences  of  undue  dctermi-  minister  it  Opium  is  found  of  incalculable 
nation  of  blood  to  the  brain,  or  symptoms  advantage  in  removing  false  pains,  and  is 
of  congestion  or  inflammation  of  some  eminently  useful  during  the  first  stage  of 
other  viscus.  At  the  same  time  it  is  right  labour,  in  those  cases  where  the  mem- 
I  should  inform  vou,  that  my  father,  al>  branes  have  ruptured  earlv  —  where  the 
though  he  is  adverse  to  indiscriminate  uterus  is  acting  strongly  and  powerfully — 
bleeding  in  all  cases  of  rigidity  of  the  os  where  it  is  urging  the  head  of  the  child 
uteri,  considers  it  occasionally  useful  to  against  its  undilated  mouth ;  causing  ex- 
soften  and  relax  that  organ.,  ur,  Dewees,  ces«i?e  agony;  inducing  irritability,  &ver, 
of  Philadelphia,  considers  it  certain  and  and  nervous  excitement;  and  producing  no 
never  failing  in  its  effects.  Dr.  Blundell,  effect  equivalent  to  the  suffering  endured. 
I^fessor  Burup,  and  other  eminent  prac-  In  such  a  case,  if  sleep  can  be  produced, 
titioner?,  strongly  recommend  it ;  and  Dr.  an  opportunity  of  recovery  is  afforded  to 
Hamilton  goes  so  far  as  to  assure  us,  that  the  system ;  and  the  woman  gains  strength 
he  can  always  relax  the  os  uteri,  at  what-  to  enable  her  to  bear  up  against  the  fatigue 
ever  time  he  likes,  bv  bleeding ;  and  that  necessarily  attendant  on  such  great  exer. 
he  never  allows  the  first  stage  to  continue  tion.  Besides,  during  the  time  of  inac- 
longcr  than  twelve  hours,  sa  completely  tion  a  favourable  change  may  have  taken 
has  he  the  process  under  his  control;  he  place  in  the  os  uteri,  predisposing  it  to  di- 
states,  also,  that  he  never  has  had  a  patient  late  more  kindly  when  the  pains  return. 
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On  both  these  acoonnta,  tBen,  opiate  ene« 
iBata  are  aseful  when  the  pains  are  violent 
and  Initating,  and  not  producing  advan- 
tage eanivalent  to  the  snffering  they  hring 
with  tnem ; — they  jiiocure  rest  and  free- 
dom firom  pain  for  a  certain  period ;  and  in 
the  interval  of  action  they  afford  an  op- 
portunity to  the  OS  uteri  to  take  on  itself  a 
more  kind  and  favourable  state.  I  am 
perfectly  persuaded  that  opium  has  no 
positively  relaxing  power  under  labour, 
and  that  its  virtues  are  entirely  centred  in 
its  capability  of  moderating  excessive  ac- 
tion. The  danger  of  opiates  exhibited 
under  labour  is,  that  the  uterine  contrac- 
tions may  be  so  entirely  removed  through 
their  agency,  as  never  again  to  be  esta- 
blished: and  thus  the  case  may  be  con  • 
verted  into  one  requiring  the  use  of  in 
stmments — perhaps  even  of  a  destructive 
kind. 

An  infusion  of  tobacco,  in  enema,  has 
also  been  suggested  in  rigidity:  and  Dr. 
Dewees  has  related  a  case  in  which  two 
clysters  were  injected,  an  interval  of  an 
hour  and  a  half  intervening  between  their 
administration;  but  the  alarming  symp- 
toms which  supervened,  prove  the  danger 
attendant  on  their  use.  This  herb  is  very 
useful  in  reducing  irregular  spasm,  and 
relaxing  muscular  fibre;  but  indepen- 
dently of  its  dangerous  character,  it  is  of 
no  avail  under  labour,  because  it  does  not 
take  away  the  rigidity  of  the  os  uteri :  nor, 
indeed,  should  we,  a  prwri^  expect  such  an 
efiect  from  its  application ;  because  the  dif- 
ficulty experienced  does  not  arise  from  ac- 
cidental spasm,  or  irregular  fibrous  con- 
traction ;  but  depends  upon  an  originally 
firm,  hard,  rigid,  and  unyielding  condition. 
Common  domestic  enemata  are  most 
useful  and  valuable  assistants  under  all 
cases  of  rigidity,  both  of  the  os  uteri  and 
vagina.  They  are  serviceable  by  clearing 
the  bowels, by  acting  as  an  internal  fomen- 
tation, and  also  by  amusing  the  patient's 
mind.  By  having  recourse  to  such  harm- 
leas  means,  we  give  her  reason  to  think 
that  she  is  not  neglected,  but  that  all  is 
being  done  for  her  relief  which  art  can 
accomplish :  and  thus  both  hope  and  con- 
fidenoe  are  inspired,  and  time  is  also 
gained  for  a  full  and  fair  trial  of  nature's 
powers;  which  negative  virtue,  indeed,  is 
of  equal,  or  perhaps  greater  advantage, 
than  any  of  the  more  positively  useful 
attributes  of  these  applications. 

Substances  have  been  applied  to  the 
mouth  of  the  womb  itself,  with  a  view  to 
relax  it :  and  belladonna  has  been  recom- 
mended for  this  purpose;  in  France,  by 
Cbaussier,  Velpeau,  and  La  Chapellc;  and 
in  London  by  Dr.  Conquest ;  but  .this 
practice  has  not  met  with  the  general 
sanction  of  the  profession  in  this  country. 
The  extract  of  this  herb  was  mixed  with 


lard,  in  the  proportion  of  a  drachm  to  an 
ounce,  and  a  small  quantity  rubbed  on 
the  OS  uteri,  by  means  of  the  finger. 

The  knowledge  of  the  extraordinary 
powers  which  this  drug  possesses  in 
causing  a  dilatation  of  the  iris,  led  to  its 
employment,  for  the  object  of  enlarging 
the  aperture  of  the  uterus :  but  there  is 
certainly  no  similarity  in  the  structure  and 
office  of  the  two  organs ;  and  no  analogy 
can  be  drawn  between  their  functions. 
It  is  not  likely  that  this  means  will  pro- 
duce the  relaxation  we  require ;  and  if  no 
^ood  results  from  its  use,  it  must  be  in- 
jurious;— not  in  consequence  of  the  poison- 
ous quality  resident  in  the  drug  itself,  but 
from  the  friction  which  is  necessary  for  its 
efficient  application.  The  mucus  that  na- 
turally lubricates  the  port  must  be  wiped 
away,  and  this  irritation  must  predispose 
the  tender  organ  to  take  upon  itself  innam- 
matorv  action. 

It  IS  the  custom,  alsoj  in  France,  to 
inject  mucilaginous  fluids, as  recommended 
by  Gardien,  and  warm  oil,  into  the  vagina, 
for  the  purpose  of  softening  the  os  uteri, 
and  giving  an  extra  degree  of  lubrication.  I 
do  not  see  the  slightest  objection  to  this 

Sractice,  and  in  some  instances  it  may  be 
csirable  and  beneficial.  Two  or  three 
syringes  fall  might  be  thrown  up  once  in 
every  hour. 

The  warm  bath  has  been  recommended, 
and  atrial  madoof  its  effect,  by  Dr.  Smith, 
in  America ;  but  it  is  inconvenient  in  its 
use ;  it  is  not  generally  at  hand ;  it  tends 
to  weaken  the  system,  and  is  of  no  service 
in  relaxing  the  part :  it  cannot,  however, 
do  much  injury,  unless  indeed  it  may  pro- 
duce hsemorrhage,  and  perhaps,  in  some 
very  rare  instances,  it  might  be  of  benefit, 
especially  if  there  be  preternatural  heat 
and  dryness  of  skin.  External  warmth 
applied  to  the  vulva,  as  I  shall  presently 
recommend,  in  rigidity  of  the  vagina  and 
perineum,  will  occasionally  be  desirable; 
but  it  cannot  have  much  effect  on  the  os 
uteri. 

Under  a  state  of  preternatural  rigidity 
of  the  OS  uteri,  it  not  unfrequently  hap- 
pens that,  without  any  apparent  cause, 
and  independently  of  any  means  being 
used,  sudatin  relaxation  takes  place ;  and 
from  that  time  the  labour  progresses  with 
mneh  greater  rapidity.  This  favorable 
alteration  in  the  condition  of  the  organ  is 
generally  accompanied  by  sickness ;  and  I 
always  nail  an  attack  of  vomiting  under 
such  circumstances  as  the  harbinger  of  a 
fortunate  change.  I  have  before  men- 
tioned, that  emetics  had  been  recommended 
for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  dilata- 
tion of  the  uterine  mouth,  under  the  errone- 
ous idea  that  the  vomiting  was  the  cause 
of  the  soAening  observed.  Revcrius,  in- 
deed, two  centuries  ago,  remarked  upon 
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this  practice ;   and  Lowder  said,  '<  be  had  uteri  will  dilate  in  a  sufficient  degpve  to 

often    known  spontaneous    vomiting  do  allow  the  transit  of  the  head.    The  sensa- 

good,  but  had  seldom  found  benefit  f^om  tion  communicated  to  the  finger  by  the 

the  exhibition  of  emetics,  though  he  had  tumor  itself  will  sufficiently  indicate  the 

frequently  seen  them  used."    Only  a  few  nature  of  the  case.    Instead  of  feeling  the 

yean  since,  an  empirical  practitioner  of  denuded  haury  n»lp,  we  detect  a  smooth, 

midwifery  in  Paris  professed  to  render  polishedsurdice:  sensible,— perhaps  acutely 

all   kinds    of   tedious    labour    easy    by  so, — to  the  toucn ;  neither  suture  nor  fonta- 

the   induction    of    vomiting ;    ana,    in  nelle  will    be  distinguishable ;   and,    on 

spite  of  the  authorities  just  mentioned,  carrying  the  finger  back  towards  the  centre 

as  well  as  many  others,  he  boasted  this  as  of  tLe  caWty  of  the  sacrum,  we  shall  find 

a  noTcl  practice.     The  most  disgusting  the  os  uteri  opened  perhaps  not  more  than 

substances  in  nature  have  been  advised  at  to  the  size  of  a  sixpence  or  shilling ;  and 

different  times,  to  expedite  parturition,  through  its  orifice  the  head  will  be  clearly 

Thus  Hartman  tells  us,  **  Apnd  pauperes  perceptible.    I  have  been  sent  for  in  more 

Tidi  ssp^  partum  difficilem  solri  haustu  than  one  instance  of  this  description,  under 

urinsB  mariti.     Sic  stercus  eqninnm  in  the  belief  that  the  parts  were  sufficiently 

vino    expressum,    et   percolatum    subitd  prepared  for  the  immediate  passage  of  the 

foetum,  et  secundas  expellit"    A  midwife  child ;  and  that  the  head  was  sufficiently 

also,  named  Sarah  Stone,  who  published  low  to  be  extracted  by  the  forceps.    If  at- 

some  cases  in  1737,  gives  several  instances  tempts  were  made  to  apply  that  instrument 

in  which  women  in  labour  were  made  to  in  such  a  case,  the  blades  either  would  not 

drink  their  husbands'  urine.    Dr.  Merri-  pass  up  at  all,  or  if  they  were  introduced, 

man  well    remarks,   "If  such    horrible  it  must  be  by  main  force;  a  laceration  of 

messes  were  ever  serviceable,  it  was  probably  the  cervix  uteri  would  be  necessarily  occa- 

by  inducing  nausea  and  vomiting."    Per-  sioned,  and  the  destruction  of  the  patient 

haps  the  eflect  on  the  mind,  arising  from  would  almost  inevitably  follow, 
the   confidence   with   which    they    were 

advised,  might  also  have  had  some  in-  kioidity  of  the  vagina  and  PEaiNSUM. 
flnence.  The  vagina  and  perineum  are  sometimes 

Under  rigidity  of  the  os  uteri,  the  forceps  so  rigid  as  to  prevent  the  exit  of  the  child ; 

can  never  be  available.     Unless  this  organ,  with  this   there  '  often  exists  also  rigi. 

indeed,  is  perfectly  dilated,  or  most  easily  dity  of  the  sacro-iscbiatic  and  coceyg«il 

dilatable,  neither  the  long  nor  the  short  ligaments,  which  adds  much  to  the  diffi- 

forceps  can  be  used.    I  am  not  prepared  culty  of  the  case. 

to  assert,  that  in  some  rare  instances  of        This  state  much  more  usually  occurs 

rigidity  the  head  may  not  require  to  be  with  first  than  subsequent  children;    in 

openea:  it  is  seldom,  however,  that  such  fact,  simple  rigidity  of  the  vagina  and 

an  extreme  case  exists ;  for  in  time  the  perineum,  when  the  patient  has  borne  a 

organ  usually  gives  way.    Under  such  cir-  a  family,  is  very  rare.    Sometimes,  risri- 

cumstances,  indeed,  we  should  wait  until  dity  of  these  organs  singly  may  be  the 

the  last  moment,  consistently  with  the  cause  of  delay;  but  it  is  much  more  fre- 

woman's  life,  before  we  think  of  destroying  quently  combined  with  the  same  condition 

the  child  for  the  purpose  of  delivery.  of  the  os  uteri. 

Generally,  in  cases  where  the  oi  uteri  is  There  is  little  difficulty  in  detecting  the 
rigid,  it  is  found  high,  at  the  brim  of  the  existence  of  rigidity  in  the  vagina  and 
])elvis,  or  in  its  natural  situation ;  but  at  perineum;  we  may  ascertain  it  by  the  firm- 
other  times  the  head  of  the  child  bas  de-  ness,  dryness,  narrowness,  and  want  of  dis- 
Bcended  into  the  pelvic  cavity,  covered  by  tensibihty,  which  characterize  the  state, 
the  thin  expanded  cervix ;  and  the  mouth  The  rigidity  will  sometimes  exist  to  such 
of  the  womb  is  comparatively  low,  look-  an  extent,  that  two  fingers  cannot  be  passed 
ing  back  towards  the  coccyx  or  sacrum,  without  difficulty  up  to  the  os  uteri ;  and 
Such  a  case  may  be  the  occasion  of  much  yet,  even  under  this  aggravated  condition, 
error  and  dissappointment,  unless  it  be  the  parts  will  most  probably,  in  process  of 
clearly  detected :  for,  on  passing  the  finger  time,  become  relaxed,  moistened,  softened, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  an  examination,  and  distensible ;  they  will  eventually  dilate, 
the  tumor  caused  by  the  head  will  be  dis  and  the  case  may  be  naturally  terminated, 
tinctly  felt  occupying  the  pelvic  cavity ;  Under  this  state,  if  the  os  uteri  be  widely 
and  if  we  were  careless  in  our  examina-  open,  and  the  paint  be  strong,  great  pres- 
tion,  or  were  not  acquainted  with  the  pos-  sure  will  be  exerted  on  the  parts  within 
sibility  of  the  occurrence,  we  might  sup-  the  pelvis,  and  all  the  injurious  effects  of 
pose  that  the  child  would  be  bom  imme.  contusion  and  strangulated  vessels  may  be 
diately.     If  we  form  an  opinion  to  that  eminently  dreaded. 

effect,' however,  in  such  a  case,  we  shall  be        TVMfment.^Here,  al^o,  it  is  our  duty  to 

greatly  deceived;  for  many  hours  of  weary-  endeavour  to  relax  the  rigid  structures; 

ing  pain  must  be  experienced  before  the  os  with  this  intention,  bleeding  has  been  had 
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reoonne  to,  m  liberally  and  almost  as  uni-  It  is  scarcely  necessary  tbat  I  should  re- 
versally  as  ander  rigidity  of  the  os  uteri  it-  peat  tlie  cautions  I  before  gave  you  respect- 
self;  but  bleeding  certainly  does  not  pos-  ing  the  exhibition  of  ergot  of  rye  in  cases 
seas  the  same  power  in  this  as  in  the  case  of  lingering  labour  connected  with  rigid- 
just  now  under  consideration.    I  am  in-  it^ ;  but  I  will  relate  a  case,  illustratiTe 
clined  to  limit  the  use  of  the  lancet  to  ol  its  powers  and  its  dangers : — Late  one 
those  instances  where  the  rigidity  is  com-  evening,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1829, 
bioed   with   heat,   tumefaction,  unusual  after  a  very  fatiguing  day,  I  received  a 
tenderness  and  unnatural  dryness, — symp-  messaffe  from  a  midwife,  requesting  my 
toma  which  denote  that  iiyurious  pressure  attenoance  on  a  patient  in  labour  of  her 
has  taken  place,  and  that  inflammatory  tenth  child.    I  was  informed   that    the 
action  has  commenced.    Opiate  injections  membranes  had  been  ruptured  more  than 
have  also  been  generally  adopted;   but  twenty-four  hours,— -tbat  the  breech  was 
the^  seem  neither  of  so  much  avail  as  in  in  the  pelvis, — that  the  uterus  had  acted 
rigidity  of  the  os  uteri,  nor  indeed  are  they  very  feebly  from  the  commencement  of  the 
so  much  called  for;  because  there  is  not  so  labour,  but  particularly  so  since  the  dis- 
much   distressing    pain    experienced    as  chaige  of  the  waters,  and  that  the  whole 
when  the  head  is  pressing  strongly  against  cause  of  delay  seemed  to  be  an  insufficiencv 
the  hard,  undilated,  os  uteri :  but  if  the  of  pains.    I  directed  an  intelligent  pupil, 
pains  are  exceedingly  violent,  opiate  ene-  at  that  time*re8ident  in  my  house,  to  ac- 
mata  may  be  desirable.     Simple  domestic  company   the  messenffer, — to   take   with 
clysters  are  also  of  essential  service,  and  him  some  ergot,    and  to  exhibit  it,    if 
may  be  used  in  any  case.  he  thought  the  case  fitted  for  its  use.    He 
Warm  fomentations  are  sometimes  of  save     half   a   drachm     infused    imme- 
great  advantage.    Flannels  may  be  dipped  aiately,      and    another    dose   of    equal 
in  hot  water,  or  a  decoction  of  poppy-  strength  half  an  hour  after.    Ten  minutes 
heads,  and  applied  to  the  labia  externa  had  scarcely  elapsed  from  the  administra* 
and  perineum.    They  may  be  continued,  tion  of  the  second  quantity,  when  the  ute- 
with  little  intermission,  for  four  or  six  rus  began  to  act  most  powerfully;  in  ten 
hours  at  a  time.    The  warmth  is  grateful  minutes  more  the  child  was  bom,—- wholly 
to  the  patient,  and  the  relaxing  influence  without  artificial  assistance, — and  the  pla- 
has  sometimes  appeared  evident    Another  centa  passed  quickly,  with  very  slight  dis- 
means  of  applying  warmth  externally  is  chaige.    He  returned  quite  delighted  with 
by  desiring  the  patient  to  sit  over  the  steam  the  powers  of  the  drug.     Early  in  the 
of  warm  water,  provided  she  can  maintain  morning,  however,    I  received  a  second 
the  sedentaiy  position  without  pain:  one  summons,  stating  that  the  patient  had  ex- 
principal  use,  however,  of  all  these  means  perienced  violent  pains  all  night,  had  lost 
is  to  gain  time,  so  as  to  allow  the  natural  a  laige  quantity  of  blood,  and  appeared 
powers  a  full  and  fair  trial,  and  at  the  very  ill.    On  my  arrival  I  found  her  reoo- 
same  time  to  convince  the  woman  that  our  vering  from  a  state  of  faintness,  and  com- 
mind  is  directed  towards  afibrding  her  re-  plaining  of  acute  suffering  at  the  lower 
lief.     Warm  oil  might  be  injected  into  the  part  of  the  person.    A  copious  discharge 
Tagina,  if  the  parts  were  dry,  and  harsh  of  blood  had  flowed  from  the  vagina,  as 
and  hot ;  and  if  the  head  were  not  lying  was  evidenced  by  the  appearance  of  the 
too  low  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  the  room ;   for  a  large  quantity  had  soaked 
fluid:  but,  generally,  this  will  not  be  prac-  through  the  bed>  and  lay  in  a  pool  upon 
ticable;  and  lard  will  be  found  a  more  the  floor.     On  placing  my  hand  on  the 
easy  and  useful  application.   The  external  uterus,  I  found  it  exceedingly  well  con- 
parts  may  be  lubricated  by  a  little  occa-  tracted,  hard,  and  by  no  means  tender;  and 
•ionally  smeared  over  them ;  and  a  small  it  was  plain  that  the  discharge  had  not 
portion  may  be  carried  as  high  as  possible  proceeded  from  that  organ.     Examining 
within  the  vagina,  and  allowed  to  melt  lurther,  I  discovereJ  that  the  right  labium 
there.    I  have  often  found  this  cooling  was  very  much  distended,  and  painful  on 
application  very  grateful  to  the  patient;  pressure  being  applied.     There  was,  in- 
and  have  fancied  that,  at  the  same  time,  deed,  a  longitudin^  laceration  just  with 
it  has  tended  to  produce  relaxation.    I  in,  extending  the  whole  length  of  the  la- 
must,    however,     caution    you    strongly  bium;  and  the  cellular  structure  of  the 
against  unnecessary    meddlesome    inter-  part  was  filled  with  a  ybtv  firm  coagulum. 
ferenee :  all  rubbing  must  be  avoided;  and  On  the  removal  of  Uie  clot,  an  oOKing  of 
if  this  lubrication  is  used  at  all.  it  must  be  arterial    blood    was    perceptible,   which, 
in  the  tenderest  and  gentlest  manner ;  for  however,  was  restrained  by  the   use  of 
much  more  injury  wifi  accrue  IVom  denud-  pressure  and  other  means.    An  opiate  pro* 
ing  the  parts  of  their  natural  mucus  than  cured  sleep.     In  a  few  days  healthy  gra- 
good  from  the  artificial  moisture  which  nulations  made  tlicir  appearance ;  in  litUe 
the  unctuous  substance  affords.  more  than  a  fortnight  the  cavity  was  quite 
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filled  np,  and  a  cicatrix  of  about  two  inches  toms  of  inflammation  of  the  vagina  oc- 

in  length  shewed  the  situation  and  extent  curred  after  one  of  the  delireries,  and  that 

of  the  ii^ury.  her  convalescence   was  protracted.     On 

More  recently,  I  was  called,  in  con-  making  an  examination,  we  shall  detect, 

sultation,  to  a  case  in  which  the  uterus  at  some  portion  of  the  vaginal  surface,  a 


had  ruptured  after  the  exhibition  of  a    fibrous  unyielding  band,  preventing  the 


pelvis. —  Such  are  the  dangers  likely  to  length,  narrowing  the  canal  to  that  extent 

arise  from  the  administration  of  this  drug,  longitudinally. 

in  cases  unfitted  for  its  use.  It  is  very  possible  that  nature  unaided 

It  is  a  very  common  practice  with  the  will  overcome  the  difficulty  offered  by  a 

attendants   in  lingering  labour  to  urge  cicatrix    in    the  vagina;    and  it  would, 

the  patient  frequentlv  to  take  stimulants,  therefore,  become  our  duty  to  wait  a  mo- 

under  the  idea  that  her  strength  must  be  derate  time,  that  we  may  give  her  an  op. 

very  much  exhausted,  and  that  some  extra-  portunity  of  surmounting  the  impediment, 

ormnary  means  arc  required  to  sustain  her.  Either  relaxation  may  occu;^  to  such  a 

No  custom  can  be  more  injudicious.    I  degree  as  to  allow  the  child  to  pass,  or  the 

have  already  hinted  at  the  dangers  which  fibrous    band    may   lacerate    under   the 

must  spring  Arom  its  adoption;  but  it  is  strength  of  the  contractile  powers.   Should 

particularly  to    be  deprecated    in    cases  the  desirable  softening,  however,  not  take 

where  rigidity  is  the  cause  of  delay :  for,  place,— rather  than  run  the  risk  of  exten- 

by  increasing  the  power  of  the  uterine  sive  contusions,  by  the  continued  residence 

contractions,  stimulants  would  have  the  of  the  head  in  tne  pelvic  cavity— rather 

effect  of  forcing  the  head  strongly  against  than  have  recourse  to  forcible  attempts  to 

structures  unprepared  to  admit  it,  and, —  deliver  by  the  forceps, — it  would  be  right 

independently  of  inducing  fever  and  pre-  to  enlarge  the  passage  artificially.    Four 

mature  exhaustion, — might  occasion  lace-  slight  incisions  may  be  made  into  the  edge* 

ration  of  the  organs  which  refuse  to  yield,  of  the  constricted  part :  one  towards  each 

For  the  same  reasons,  all  voluntary  efforts  sacro.iliac  symphysis,  and  one  behind  each 

on  the  part  of  the  patient  must  be  re-  groin,  avoiding  particularly  the  neck  of 

strained  as  much  as  possible ;  and— if  from  the  bladder,  the  rectum,  and  the  large  ute 

ignorance  or  obstinacy  her  officious  friends  rine  arteries  which  run  up  from  below, 

persist  in  urging  her  to  call  those  powers  one  on  each  side  the  vagina.    If  four  inci- 

which  are  under  her  control,  to  the  assist-  sions  be  made,  the  least  snip  that  can  be 

ance  of  the  uterine  energies, — the  injurious  formed  will  usually  be  sufficient ;  for  it  is 

tendency  of  this  advice  must  be  candidly  more  than  probable  that  the  aperture  will 

and  plainly  pointed  out.  be  widened  by  lactation :  and  I  am  in- 

When  the  head  presses  on  the  perineum,  dined  to  think  this  would  be  preferable  to 

the  extended  structures  must  be  supported  making  an  extensive  cut ;  bei'ause  of  tho 

constantly  and  anxiously,  lest  they  should  danger  we  incur  of  wounding,  not  only  the 

rupture:  the  more  rigid  the  parts  are,  in-  rectum  or  bladder,  but  also  some  of  the 

deed,  the  greater  must  be  our  assiduity ;  large  vessels  with  which  the  vi^ni^A  is  so 

and,  as  I  before  told  you,  you  will  find  liberally  supplied.    It  would  aJfterwards 

this  occasionally  a  most  irksome  duty.  become  a  subject  of  consideration,  whether 

the   case    should  be  left  to  the  natural 

CICATRIX  IN  THE  VAGINA.  powcrs,  or  whether  instrumental  means 

A  cicatrix  in  the  vagina,  the  result  should    be  resorted  to  to  terminate  the 

of  sloughing  under  previous  protracted  labour.    The  answer  to  such  a  question 

labour,  will  occasionally  be  found  to  im-  must   entirely    depend   upon   the    pecu- 

pede  delivery.      When  the  healing  pro-  liar  circumstances  attendant  on  each  case, 

cess  is  established  in  the  ulcer,  which  After  delivery,  when  the  healing  process 

is  left  on  the  separation  of  the  slough,  begins  to  be  established,  care  "must  be 

a   puckering  of   the  vaginal  membrane  taken  that  a  narrowing  of  the  canal  does 

takes  place;  the  surface  is  diminished  in  not  again  occur;  and  this  would  be  best 

extent,  and  consequently  the  diameter  of  prevented  by  the  introduction  of  a  piece  of 

the  canal  is  lessened.     In  porportion  to  sponge,  dipped  in  oil,  to  act  as  a  tent,  and 

the  extent  of  the  slough,  in  general,  will  preserve  the  vaginal  parietes  distended, 
the  difficulty  be.    The  history  of  the  case        Notwithstanding  the  high  authority  of 

will  be  in  itself  almost  sufficient  to  enable  Br.  Dewecs,  I  should  by  no  means  trust 

us  to  judge  of  the  nature  of  the  impedi-  implicitly  to  the  abstraction  of  blood  for 

ment.    We  shall  find  that  the  patient  will  the  purpose  of  procuring  relaxation  of  the 

have  suffered  one  or  more  lingering,  and  cicatrized  and  constricted  membrane.  Tbe 

probably  instrumental  labours;  that  symp-  American  practitioners,  however,  arc  in 
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tbe  habit  of  ctarjing  depletion,  with  this  presforo  round  the  person :  but  I  am  de. 

inteDty  to  a  denee  which  we  seldom  hear  cidedly  opposed  to  any  forcible  attempts 

of  in   Englandl     Dr.  Dewees  has  given  being  made  to  pull  the  os  uteri  into  a 

thne  cases,  in  which  he  attributes  the  re-  more  convenient  situation ;  lest  it  should 

laxation  entirely  to  this  means.    In  one  of  be  bruised  or  excited  to  inflammatory  ac- 

these  instances,  however,  between  65  and  tion,  by  the  irritation  necessarily  attendant 

70  ounces  were  drawn  at  two  bleedings ;  on  our  endeavours :  and  I  have  at  best 

and  another  of  his  patients  lost  **  upwards  very  little  faith  in  obliquity  of  the  os  uteri 

of  two  quarts*'  of  olood  at  one  operation,  producing  serious  protraction,  unless  in- 

tbroagh  the  agency  of  the  lancet  deed  there  be  present  also  more  or  less 
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rigidity. 


^  iS^R      ?  has  occasionaUy  been  ef-  lUCHTMANS  ON  THE  QUESTION 

fected  although  the  hymen  has  never  been  _  ^  vr- vr^TTo   a  tiontyvini^ 

broken;  and  if  this  membrane  remained  ^F  VENOUS  ABSOPTION. 

entire  till  the  period  of  labour,  it  would  — * 

foim  a  greater  or  less  impediment  to  the  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 

passage  of  the  child.    I  have  been  con- 

snltea  in  one  case  of  this  description,  and  Sir,        ^ 

another  has  come  under  my  father's  per-  If  the  following  translation  of  8ome  ob- 

sonal  observation.     Such  a  case  of  pro-  servations  on  venous  absonition,  selected 

tzaction  must  of  course  be  met  with  in  from  a  Latin  dissertation,  by  Dr.  Lucht- 

a  first  labour;  and  by  this  circumstance  mans,  on  tbe  distinction  between  healthy 

it  could  be  discriminated  from  a  cicatrix,  and  diseased  absorption,  be  worthy  of  a 

the  result    of  previous   sloughing.      Its  pj^ce  in  the  Medical  Gazette,  I  shall 

ntoeuon  woulrf  be  just  at  the  vaginal  }.^^|  ^^^jj     j  y^    -^^  insertion. 

^*i!f!!;:"*  its  form  would  aUo  assist  us  » y  J  obedient  servant, 

an  determining  its  nature.    The  aperture  aui«  yi/^^»t*jv  o^*t«.*, 

most  he  dUatod,  if  possible,  by  mechanical  C.  J .  U.  Alois,  M.A.,  M.B. 

means;  and  if  that  cannot  be  effected,  tfale  13*  OW  Bttrllng^-dtreet, 

case  must  be  treated  in  everv  respect  upon  ^       ' 

the    principles  just  laid    down    for   the  y%    ^i               x      i.  a 

mani^ement  of  i  cicatrix.  .    Do  the  vetm  absorb  F 

Having*  clearly  proved  that  portions 

OBUQvrnr  of  the  os  uteri.  of  tbe  bodv  are  absorbed,  it  has  not  been 

The  last  cause  of  delay  attributable  to  so  evidently  established  by  what  means 

the  mother  is  obliquity  of  the  os  uteri ;  this  action  may  be  accomplished.   Men- 

and  this  has  been  much  insisted  on  by  the  tion    is    made    by    Hippocrates  ♦  and 

French  writers.    It  is  certainly  true,  that  Galen  +  of  absorption  and  inhalation, 

when  women  have  borne  a  laige  family  ^.^i^y^  ^hey  believed  were  effected  in  the 

1^  t^nri,  rd'iease'lTffoTd"  al  ^^-^  ^^7  ^V-8:»' the  apey  of  the 
support  which  the  gravid  uterus  ought  to  ^^^^^^  *"^  ^"°«-  ^"J  when  Haryev, 
deiive  from  them:  the  abdomen  conse-  JP,  ^^^  seventeenth  century,  had  fully 
quently  becomes  pendulous;  the  axis  of  illustrated  the  circulation  of  the  blood, 
the  uterus,  in  respect  to  the  person,  is  from  which  it  was  plain  that  the  blood 
changed ;  its  fundus  is  thrown  forwards,  was  convcved  by  tiie  arteries  from  the 
and  its  mouth  is  directed  too  much  back,  centre  to  the  periphery  of  the  body,  the 
wards  against  the  sacrum.  The  upper  power  of  the  arterial  absorption  was  de- 
part of  the  uterus  has  also  been  observed  servedly  rejected  J.  Not  long"  after  the 
to  f«Jl  to  the  right  or  leftside,  and  the  discovery  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood, 
mouth  to  be  turned  towards  the  opposite  Casparus  Asellius  (anno  1622)  found 
U,um.  Under  such  circumstonws,  we  are  ^^^.'^i^  ^1,^^  ^^^^  a  whitish  fluid  in  the 
recommended  to  place  the  patient  either  on  ^^««^*„,„  ^r  „  j««.  „„j  «„  ^i.^  „„•<•-«« 
her  beck,  or  on  tEe  right  orthe  leftside,  as  ^S^9^^^jy  <>(  *  ^''h?^^^''  *^^  ^"f^""^ 
dreumst^ces  may  require,  in  order  to  ad-  <»^  J^^  intestines  which  he  named  lac- 
mit  of  the  body  wid  fundus  of  the  uterus  f^^ls  and  lacteal  veins.  Already  some 
gravitating  in  the  proper  direction.  We  i^ea  of  these  had  occurred  m  Herophihis 
are  also  instructed  to  draw  the  uterine  and  Erasistratus  (300  years  before  the 
mouth  more  into  the  centre  of  the  pelvis,  birth  of  Christ) ;  and  even  in  the  year 
by  the  fingers  hooked  within  it  1556,  Bartbolomeeus  Eustachius  saw  the 
As  far  as  the  change  of  posture  is  con-  thoracic  duct  in  a  hope,  but  mistook  it 

cemed,  I  can  have  no  objection  to  the     — : 

treatment;  and  I  would  moreover  endeavour  '  5p^*'*"*^",^*o,           r.  t  i       «     i 

to  restrain  the  uterus  m  the  necessary  situ-  ,  p.  j.  y^  Mawien,  DUa.  de  AbsorpU  .olido. 

aUon,  by  a  bandage  girt  with  moderate  rum,  p.  Id. 
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fur    a    vein,    and  called  it  the  white  a  dead  dos^,  and  after  continual  pressure 

thoracic  vein ;  therefore,  manj^  physio-  for  several  hours,  writes  that  it  entered 

lo§^sts  have  assigned  the  function  of  ah-  the  mesenteric  and  gastric  veins,  and 

sorption  to  these  vessels,  discovered  hy  propelled  the  blood  *.     But  many  per- 

Asellius  in  the  first  instance ;  after  that  sons,  and  among  others  Dr.  Van  De 

Glaus  Rudbeck  (anno  1650)  more  fully  Sandef,  contend,  in  order  to  render  this 

demonstrated  the  thoracic  duct,  both  its  ailment    unavailing,  that  the  water 

origin  and  continuation  from  the  lacteal  penetrated  through  the  organic  pores,  or 

veins.  through  a  rupture.    J.  F.  Meckel  filled 

When  diligent  investigation  taught  the  vesiculee  serainales  with  waxy  mat- 
that  the  lacteal  vessels,  in  appearance  at  ter,  having  tied  the  excretory  ducts,  and 
least,  differed  somewhat  m>m  the  lym-  observed  Uiis  matter  penetrate  the  mi- 
phatics,  but  that  this  kind  of  vessels  was  nute  branches  of  the  hypogastric  vein, 
commonly  dispersed  throughout  the  So,  also,  water  injected  into  the  bladder 
body,  physiologists  began  to  doubt  the  of  a  male  subject  passed  into  the  same 
seat  of  absorption  and  its  apparatus,  vein:(.  Neitiier  Cruikshank  nor  Dr. 
moreover,todivide  into  opposite  opinions.  Oudeman  succeeded  in  this  experiment; 
For  some  regarded  venous  absorption  to  wherefore  they  suppose  the  injected  mat' 
be  proved  by  the  testimony  of  the  an-  ter  passed  into  the  veins  through  rup- 
cients ;  others  thought  that  this  action  tured  vessels  §. 

was  to  be  attributed  only  to  the  lym-  Moreover,  others  have  alledged  the 

phatic  vessels.  deficiency  of  lymphatics  in  some  parts, 

Glisson,  Bilsius,  and  Swammerdam  ^ '  as  in  the  placenta,  which,  however,  ap- 

are  among  those  who  supported  venous  pears  doubtful ;  and  that  blood  effused 

absorption,   who,  having  tied   the  me-  into  the  cells  of  the  corpora  cavernosa 

senteric  veins  in  a  live  animal,  and  after  penis  is  taken  up  by  reins  ||.    They  also 

some  time  having  opened  them,  saw  the  i^dduce  the  capacity  of  the  venous  sys- 

blood   contained  in  them  mixed  with  tem,  which  far  exceeds  the  arterial,  and 

white  striae,  and  imagined  that  this  mat-  the  small   dimensions  of  the  thoracic 

ter  was  absorbed  from  the  intestines  by  duct,  as  if  it  were  not  sufficient  to  receive 

the  veins.    But  some  explain  these  strioe  and  propel  all  the  moisture  which   is 

to  consist  of  coagulable  l^mph ;  others  contained  in  the  lacteal  and  lymphatic 

of  chyle  not  well  mixed  with  the  blood,  vessels  If.      But  even  the  slower  motion 

and  more    or  less   dispersed    through  of  the  venous  blood  corresponds  with  the 

the  whole  body ;   while  Hewson  and  greater  capacity  of  the  veins. 

Rudolph  determine  that  that  chyle  was  Here  may   oe  mentioned  the  argu- 

rcceived  from  the  arteries.                  ^  ments  derived  from  tving  or  woundug 

It  was  the  opinion  of  Haller  that  veins,  the  thoracic  duct,  such  as  Haller**  and 

with  the  power  of  absorption,  arose  with  Flandrin  ff-  bring  forward,  the  lesion  of 

small  open  mouths  from  the  cavities  of  which   animals  nave  survived  a  long 

the  body,  and  the  cellular  tissue.  Sec,  as  time,  seeming  to  prove  that  other  chan- 

appears  from   various  passages  in  his  nels  exist  besides  the  thoracic  duct,  by 

Elements  of  Physiology  f.     Be  also  de-  which    chyle   passes    into    the    blood, 

rives  jaundice  from   tne  bile  absorbed  Nevertheless,  it  is  evident  that  these 

through  the  sanguiferous  veins|.  Others,  arguments    are    equally    incapable   of 

as  Rosen,  Waller,  Meckel,  Lobsteiu,  proving    venous    absorption,    since    a 

and  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  have  observed,  double  thoracic  duct  has  often  been  dis- 

that    mercury   ii^jected  into   the  lym.  covered. 

phatic  vesseby  passed  into  the  branches .      Hence  it  appears  that  the  arjgruments 

of  the  vena  portse.      Tiedemann  and  produced  by  many  of  the  ancients  to 

Fohmann  have  found  this  anastomosis  demonstrate  venous  absorption,  have  not 

to  exist  in  the  glands.  placed  this  subject  beyond  all  doubt ; 

K.  Boerhaave  (anno  1730)  injected     — 

water  into  the  stomach  and  intestines  of  *  Dt  Penpir.  ditta  Bippocr.  Lcids,  1788. 

^^^^^^_^^^_^_^_____^___^.___^____^^^  t  Dtos.  de    VcdU  Uctett,  lUariunqae  agendl 

''"■"■^^~'~~""^"^~*"""~~~'~~"~"^~~~*''"'  fliodo.  Oroola.  I784,p.  66. 

*  Vid.  OadeoMS,  Dtas.  d«  wnaram  iroprlmb  t  EmrimeBta  •!  olM«rv.  d«  flalbiw  VMoron^ 

meacrtticorum  fubrlca  et  aciiooe.    Gronlo,  1793,  Berot.  1773,  p.  49. 

p.  00.  i  Ondcniftn,  1  c.  p.  38. 

t  Tom.1.  p.  161.;  torn.  vtl.  p.  47 1   ubl  diclti  |  SchrcMr,  Fracm.  Anat.  et  PhyaM.  i  fMclco. 

*'  FmUU  ellam  ct  patula  via  ab  il»dem  (mcucral-  lot  I.    LMpslg,  1796* 

cia)  venU  e»t  In  Intcstlnoui,*'  rt  Tom.  tH.  p.  80.  J  Oodemao,  t.  c.  p.  Ufi. 

t  SSmmeriag,  de  morbis  Taaorum   ab«orb«u-  **  Bl.  Pbyslol.  torn.  til.  p.68. 

Hum,  p.  122.  H  L*Bsiiiit  dea  Joani.  Oct.  1791,  p.  87d,  aen- 
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neither  60  the  argument  taken  from  to  show  dearly  that  the  application  was 

the  incubation  of  eggs  prove  more, — in  made    without    injury  to   the  smaller 

which  veins  are  present  before  arteries  vessels. 

and  lymphatic  vessels:  for  a  conclusion  ^   Fodera  filled  a  portion  of  the  small 

on  so  imperfect  a  state  is  scarcely  tena^  intestine  of  a  live  animal  with  a  solution 

ble  with  respect  to  the  human  body.  of  prussiate  of  potass :  having^  tied  the 

Flandrin  was  the  first  who  at  leng^th  intestine  on  both  sides,  he  saw,  after  he 

studied  to  recal  the  learning  of  the  an-  had  placed  the  intestine  in  a  solution 

cients   on    venous    absorption ;    being  of  sulphate  of  iron,  the  lymphatic  ves- 

bj  the  ohMffatiflavihatihe  hlaea  >els  ^usd  mefienteric  veins  tinged  with  a 


Jar  immt  wnvned.  nt- 


, ^/  aiumaCe  odoor,  and  analogous  aluwani  ^«fcipBd  wiaaBBporiBent,  wtb&t 

in  taste  to  urine,  which  the  blood  in  the  ^^  interval  of  a  year,  and  could  ooij 
remaining  veins  in  the  body  did  not  detect  absorption  of  the  prussiate  of 
possess.  He  injecied  into  another  horse  potass  in  the  lymphatic  vessels,  but  not 
half  a  pound  of  assafcetida,  dissolved  in  ui  the  veins.  The  prussiate  of  potass 
honey,  and  smelt  it  in  the  venous  blood,  contained  in  the  portion  of  the  intestine 
but  not  in  the  chyHferous  vessels*,  was  not  changed  in  colour  aider  half  an 
Magendie  having  succeeded  him,  insti-  hour,  so  that  the  sulphate  of  iron  had  not 
Uited  the  following  experiments.  He  penetratedthe  walls  of  the  intestine  f. 
separated  in  such  a  manner  a  part  of  the  According  to  Tiedemann  and  6me- 
small  intestine  of  a  doe*,  which  had  been  lin,  colouring,  odoriferous,  metallic,  and 
previously  well  fed,  £at  it  adhered  to  saline  matters,  are,  in  the  first  place,  ah- 
the  body  only  by  one  artery  and  vein:  sorbed  by  the  mesenteric  veins;  thechjrle 
one  extremity  of  this  portion  being  care-  es|}ecially,  bv  the  lacteal  vessels.  White 
fully  tied,  he  injected  the  poison  upas,  ^^riee  were  also  observed  in  the  blood  of 
and  prevented  its  effusion  by  a  ligature,  the  vena  porta  by  these  celebrated  men. 
Death  followed  as  soon  as  if  the  poison  wbich  they  explain  from  the  anastomosis 
had  been  introduced  into  the  sound  part  of  the  lacteal  vessels  with  the  sangui- 
of  the  intestine;  appearing  to  him  a  ferous  veins»  Lawrence  and  Coates  de- 
proof  that  this  poison  was  absorbed  by  tected  a  solution  of  prussiate  of  potass 
the  tanall  branches  of  the  remaining  hoth  in  the  chvle  and  in  the  blood,  al- 
vein.  Since,  however,  the  slender  twigs  though  more  abundantly  in  the  blood  | ; 
of  nerves  prob^ly  penetrate  the  coats  of  the  contrary  was  observed  by  the  Society 
the  artery,  and  follow  their  course,  of  PhiladefphiaS. 
doubts  can  be  started  whether  these  At  length,  Alayer  injected  a  solution 
poisonous  effects  cannot  be  explained  by  of  prussiate  of  potass  into  the  trachea  of 
an  affection  of  the  nerves  themselves.  &  rabbit;  he  found  this  sooner  iu  the 

He  separated  the  thigh  of  a  dog  from  blood  than  in  the  chyle ;  and  in  Uie  left 
the  rest  of  the  body,  previously  stupified  ventricle  of  the  heart  before  the  right : 
by  opium,  so  that  only  the  crural  artery  the  same  thing  occurred,  although  the 
and  vein  remained,  having  removed  the  thoracic  duct  had  been  tied ;  which,  in- 
cellular  coat  of  these  vessels,  lest  lym-  deed,  seems  to  prove  that  this  solution 
phatic  vessels  might  accidentally  pass  was  absorbed  byveins  from  the  bronchial 
through  this.  He  then  injected  two  extremities,  but  not  by  Ijrmphatic  ves- 
grains  of  the  same  poison  into  the  foot  s^ls.  The  same  person  observed  in  a 
of  this  side;  the  symptoms  appeared  as  man  who  died  from  pulmonary  affection, 
soon,  and  as  powerfully,  as  when  the  the  veins  of  the  small  intestines,  at  least 
poison  is  applied  to  a  sound  footf.  the  minuter  branches  running  on  the 

The  experiments  were  repeated  with  surface  of  the  small  intestine,  filled  with 

the  same  result  by  Lawrence  and  Coates.  a  grey  matter,  similar  to  chyle,  which 

It  b,  indeed,  supposed  that  the  poison  were  visible  to  the  naked  ^e  even  at 

was  placed  in  contact  with  the  blood  it-  the  margin  of  the  valves  of'^Kerkring. 

self,  and  passed  into  the  circulation  by  The  sreater  trunks  contained  blood :  the 

a  way  made  in  thu  direction ;  but  £m.  Wmphatic  vessels  were   empty,  which 

mert,  in  experiments  performed  upon  uifference  he  attributed  to  the  venous 

firogs,  introduced  the  poison  between  the     .^ 

skin  and  muscles,  and  the  same  result       «  M»»«n*««  j««-  ,i-  nh-    * m      ^ 

J       T*           lit                  1.     A'tr»      1^  Blagendle,  Jour,  de  PnyB.  torn.  lit.  p.  80. 

ensued.     It  would,  however,  be  ditncult  t  j.  Koker,  dim.  de  lubUUori  membrsiuiruin 

-— ^ — —  teroiaruni  fabrics,  p.  6J- 

•  Macciidir,  Phytlul.  torn.  li.  p.  268.    '  t  Luiid.  1.  c.  p.  6&. 
t  Ibid.           -       - 


torn.  i.  p.  2ft,  tqq.  S  Ibid,  p.  644 
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system  liring  longer  than  the  lyrnphatic,  of  minute  anatomy,  found  the  same  in 

or  from  the  riglit  side  of  the  heart  dying  man  ;  moreover,  in   horses,  coirs,  cats, 

later  than  the  left.  Stc.     From  many  of  the  glands  in  dogs 

There  is  certainly  a  gfreat  diflerence  the    mercury  passed    only  into  veins, 

between  the  manner  in  which  functions  The  lymphatic  vessels  of  the  small  in- 

are  performed,  during  health,  in  the  liv-  testine  in  the  phoca  marina,  appear  to 

ing  body,  and  that  in  which  they  are  terminate  only  in  the  mesenteric  veins ; 

exercisedj   and   after  vivisections  have  the    same    obtained   in   the   bronchial 

been  instituted,  by  which,  in  addition  to  gland. 

the  other  injuries,  the  nervous  system,        He  also  observed  in  fish,  as  in  the  tor- 

at  least  in  many,  is  violently  disturbed,  pedo  nUtrmoratay  and  the  eiox  htcinty 

Besides,  the  substances  introduced   or  an  abundant  anastomosis  between  the 

applied,  in   order  to  illustrate  this  or  lymphatic    vessels    and    veins    in    the 

that  physiolo^cal  question,  in  the.  great-  neighbourhood  of  the  heart,  and  on  the 

est  degree  differ  from  the  nourishing  surface  of  the  orguns  subservient  to  di- 

matter  naturally  swallowed.     Although,  gestion. 

therefore,  it  would  be  very  hazardous  to        Many  observations  worthy  to  be  read, 

appljr  rashljr  to  the   human   body  all  on  this  subject,  which  have  produced  a 

opinions  which   depend    upon    experi-  similar  result,  may  be  found  m  Lauth*. 

ments,  nevertheless,  we  think  it  can  be  Even  the  greater  trunks  of  the  lympha- 

deduced  from  the  experiments  by  Mayer  tic  vessels,  according  to  Lippi,  are  in- 

and  Tiedemann,  that  their  opinion  is  not  serted  in  man  into  the  renal  vein,  cava, 

devoid  of  all  appearance  ottnith, — that  and  vena  portoe.     Outside  the  glands  he 

the  power  of  absorption  exists  both  in  has  even  represented,  in  plates,  a  horse 

the  lymphatic  vessels,    the  mesenteric  and  goose,  having  this  complicated  anas- 

and  pulmonary  veins.  tomosis ;  but  Fonmann  has  proved  this 

Another  question  is  added,  which  has  author  to   have  mistaken  sanguiferous 

lately  been  agitated  by  physiologists,  vessels  proceeding  from  glands,  for  lym- 

— wnether  another  passage  of  the  lym-  phatic. 

phatic  vessels  into  the  veins  exists,  be-        Hence,  indeed,  it  seems  to  be  proved 

sides  the  thoracic  duct  alone ;  either  the  that  a  communication  exists  between  the 

insertion  of  several  into  the  left  sub-  lymphatic  vessels  and  veins.    Granting 

clavian  vein,  or  occasionally  into  the  this  to  be  true,  many  arguments  alleged 

right;  whether,  therefore,  the  power  of  in  favour  of  venous  absorption  would  be 

absorption  is  peculiar  to  veins, — whether  invalidated;  for  then,  to  adduce  an  ex- 

they  convey  what  the  lymphatic  vessels  ample,  the  chyle,  already  in  the  lym* 

pour  into  the  veins  by  anastamosis.  phatic  glands,  might  be  mixed  with  the 

Already  anatomists  have  observed,  olood  in  greater  or  less  quantity,  by  the 
while  injecting  the  lymphatic  glands,  assistance  of  the  veins, 
the  veins  sometimes  filled  with  quick-  It  remains  for  us  to  notice,  that  even  in 
silver*.  It  happened  to  J.  F.  Meckel,  our  time  physiologists  might  be  cited, 
who  saw  mercury  had  penetrated  the  who  strenuously  deny  both  absorption  of 
vena  cava,  after  he  had  injected  a  lum-  veins,  and  th^ir  anastomosis  with  lym- 
bar  gland  f,  which  Hewson,  Cruikshank,  phatic  vessels,  amon^  whom  Th.  Soem- 
Mascagni,  (Sic,  attributed  to  ruptured  mering  and  Rudolphi  are  particularly  to 
vessels.  Falconar|  and  J.  F.  Meckel,  be  mentioned;  for  their  injections  do 
juu.4,  have  observed  the  same  thing,  not  show  any  passage  of  mercury  from 
G.  Vrolsk  relates  that  he  perceived  such  lymphatics  into  veins,  neither  in  the  dog, 
a  communication  in  the  phoca  vitulina.  dolphin,  birds,  amphibious  animals,  nor 
'  Beclard  affirms  he  ofleii  saw  the  passage  even  in  fish ;  out  it  mercury  should  have 
of  mercury  both  into  the  lymphatic  ves-  passed  into  the  veins,  they  suppose  it 
sels  and  the  veins  of  glands,  which,  attributable  to  ruptured  vessels.  The 
however,  he  did  not  attribute  to  the  nip-  lymphatics  of  the  small  intestine  in  the 
ture  of  vessels  ||.  V.  Fohmann,  who  phoca  marina  extend  to  a  congeries  of 
scientifically  investigated  this  branch  glands,  which  is  commonly  called  pan. 
• — —  creas  Asellii,  the  lymphatic  vessels  pro- 

•  Haiier,  o.  1,  ^"-Jt  P«  '77.  ceedingfrom  whicfi  converge  into  a  duct 

t  E^JiriiUSunnqulriM:  Loidoo,  1777 ;  p.  46,  ^J  marked  diameter,  to  be  inserted  into 

nota.  the  thoracic  duct  itself; — an  observation 

f    Lindner,   Spec.  Med.    de    Lymphaticorum 

Systemate,  v.TS. 
lie 


I  Auatomie  OcuArale,  47(t,  *  Rudolph!,  1.  c.  page  23& 
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opposed  to  Fobmann.  Rudolph i  espe-  cui-ateexaniinadou,  any  other  Ijrmphatic 
ctally  made  the  follow iuir  objections  to  ▼easels  f^oing  out  from  the  other  side  of 
▼enous  absorption: — 1.  The  difference  the  glands;  but  a  vein  filled  with  mer- 
of  structure  between  the  lymphatics  and  curj  went  out,  terminating  in  the  sub- 
reins.  2.  Fluids  injectea  into  the  cavi-  cutaneous  vein  of  the  neck,  which,  like 
ties  of  dead  animals  are  taken  up  by  the  the  jugcular  vein,  contained  mercury.  A 
lymphatics,  but  not  by  veins;— which  lymphatic  vessel  going  out  from  ano- 
airgtiment  does  not  anect  the  experi-  tner  smaller  gland,  partially  filled  with 
ments  instituted  in  living  animals  by  mercury,  appeared  to  extend  to  a  greater 
Tiedemann  and  Meyer.  3.  All  odon*  gland.  He  injected  a  little  mercury 
ferous  matters  penetrate  organs,  but  are  into  a  lymphatic  vessel  of  the  other  foot, 
not  found  in  lymphatic  vessels,  because  and  separated  it  from  the  body,  with  the 
their  nature  is  changed  in  the  glands,  gland  and  veins  which  proceeded  from 
Tiedemann  found  not  only  odonferous,  the  other  side  of  the  gland,  and  termi- 
but  also  colouring  matters,  in  the  blood  natcd  in  greater  veins.  We  could  not 
of  the  portal  veins.  4.  He  deduces  that  detect  any  Ijrmphatic  vessel  going  out. 
some  substances  are  found  in  the  blood,  The  parts  being  arranged  on  a  table,  he 
but  not  in  the  chyle,  both  from  peculiar  introduced  a  tube  into  a  lymphatic  ves- 
causes  moderating  the  absorption  of  sel,  towards  the  gland,  wnen,  after  mo- 
Ihese  within  the  vessels,  and  Irom  the  derate  pressure,  we  saw  by  the  aid  of 
chemical  analysis  of  an  organic  sub.  the  column  of  mercury,  all  the  lympha- 
stance  not  as  yet  sufHciently  perfect*,  tic  vessels  of  the  gland  in  nodules — not 
But  if  <:hemical  analysis  could  detect  only  filled,  but  the  mercury  soon  began 
these  substances  in  the  blood,  I  do  not  to  flow  from  the  veins,  llpon  increas- 
see  why  they  could  not  be  discovered  in  ing*  the  pressure,  this  vein  was  turgid 
chyle,  which  is  ajs  yet  imperfect  blood,  with  mercury,  when  a  ligature  was 
and  more  simple.  5.  According  to  his  passed  round  it.  We  coula  not  detect 
opinion,  matter  analogous  to  coyle  ex-  mthisexperiment  any  rupture  of  vessels, 
isting  in  the  blood,  was  not  absorbed  at  after  the  most  accurate  examination, 
first  by  the  mesenteric  veins,  but  was  At  length,  having  opened  the  ihoracic 
changed  into  genuine  blood  during  sau-  cavity,  we  saw  the  tnoracic  duct  turgid 
guificationf .  with  transparent  chyle,  without  a  glo- 
My  valued  instructor  performed  the  bule  of  mercury ;  which  proves  that  mer- 
following  experiment  before  many  pu-  cury,  in  the  former  experiment,  did  not 
pils,  in  order  to  establish  whether  the  pass  from  the  thoracic  duct  into  the 
passage  of  quicksilver  from  the  lympha-  veins. 

tio  vessels  and  glands  into  the  veins.  Should  any  one  wish  to  establish  that 

was  to  be  ascribed  to  ruptured  vessels : —  the  mercury  passed  from  the  lymphatic 

He  carefully  sought  for  the  lymphatic  vessels  of  the  gland  by  ruptured  vessels, 

vessels  of  the  left  lore  paw  in  a  well-fed  afler  such  slight  pressure,  it  would  be 

dog,  which  had  been  quickly  killed  by  necessary,  after  the  increased  pressure, 

prussic  acid,  and  injected  with  mercury  that  the  mercury  should  be  effused  from 

a  little  vessel  near  the  canius ;  and  pur-  this  rupture  not  only  into  tlie  vein,  but 

suing  the  course  of  the  Ijvnphatic  ves-  also  into  the  cellular  tissue  surrounding 

sels  to  the  axilla,  there  we  saw  a  net-  the  gland,  so  as  to  be  extravasated ; 

work  of  lymphatic  vessels,  conspicuous  which  was  by  no  means  the  case, 

ou  account  of  tho  complicated  anasto-  Afterwards,  an  opportunity  offering 

mosis,    with    distinctly    turgid    valves,  itself  through  the  kindness  of  the  vete- 

filled  with  mercury.    All  these  lympha-  rinary  professor,  Numan,  my  instructor 

^ic  vessels  entered  the  axillary  glands,  endeavoured  to  repeat  these  experiments 

One  larger  gland,  situated  near  the  in-  in  a  colt.     He  filled  with  mercury  tlie 

sertion  of  the  cephalic  vein  into  the  axil-  lymphatic  vessels  in  the  groin,  at  the 

buy  vein,  was  entirely  filled  with  the  os  humeri,  and  in  the  mesentery ;  but 

quicksilver,  without  any  rupture  of  the  afler  the  mercury  had  entered  the  glands, 

vessels  or  effusion  of  quicksilver,  which  an  effusion  of  mercufy  always  occurred 

could  not  be  so  easily  detected  in  the  from  ruptured  vessels.     Afler  employing 

other  glands  or  lymphatic  vessels.     We  less  pressure,  the  glands,  indeed,  were 

were  uuable  to  discover,  by  the  most  ac-  filleci  with  mercury  ;  but  the  mercury 

,  neither  passed  from  sound,  nor  from  in- 

.-,.,.,,        nui  jured  and  ruptured  glands,  into  other 

t  lb.  i.  c.  page  2£>.  vessels,  so  that  neither  the  lymphatic 
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vessel  eoing'  out,  nor  the  adjacent  vein,  cleft  or  fissure,  bordered   by  a  slig^fat 

wuh  filled.    Perhaps  the  parts  were  more  projecting  fold  of  integument,  extend- 

or  less  putrifyin^,  from    the  increased  ingfrom  its  base,  and  in  the  mesial  line, 

temperature  ot  the  atmosphere,  althoufi^h  to  near  the  margin  of  the  anus, 

no  putrid  odour  was  evident  in  the  bo^.  In  two  or  tbree  others  more  advanced, 

If  the  passage  of  the  mercuiy  from  tne  a  similar  confonnation  of  parts  coald  be 

glands  into  the  veins  was  the  result  of  distinctly  seen  with  the  naked  eve.  The 

rupture  of  the  vessels,  I  do  not  see  why  cleft  in  the  urethral  surface  of  the  penis 

we  no  where  observed  mercury  passing  was  continued   in  the  direction  of  the 

from  these  glands  into  veins,  but  into  bladder,  further  than  we  could  detect 

the  cellular  tissue  between  the  lympha-  even  by  the  aid  of  our  microscope ;  but 

tic  vessels  of  the  gland,  which  was  ex-  as  yet,  not  having  dissected  the  parts, 

panded  iata  Itfgs  vcsickea^  we  are  unpreparea  to  state  whether  or 

'  ii  may  be  continued  as  far  as  the 


.     ■  oMeeafAm 

or,  from  the  now  inc: 

THE    FCETAL  GENITAL   ORGANS  more  properly /omo,  was  of  a  triaiigiilar 

CONSIDERED    IN    REFERENCE  shape,  its  base  being  towards  the  penis, 

TO  HERMAPHRODISM.  f  "^  **"«  marginal  projectinp  folds  of  in- 
tegument meeting,  and  slightly  united 

■~~"  at  its  apex,  which  (excepting  the  penis) 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  Toaight  have  readily  been  mistaken  for 

the  embryo  organs  of  the  female.     In 

Sir,  one  foetus   in  particular,  between   the 

Should  you  deem  the  following  obser-  third,   or  about  the  fourth   month,  as 

vations  on   the  genital  organs   of  the  nearly  as  could  be  ascertained,  the  parts 

fcetus,    worthy    of    a    place    in    your  were  so  distinctly  seen,  that  had  it  oeen 

excellent  journal,  their  insertion  will  in  the  absence  of  further,  or  comparative 

much  oblige,  illustration,  we   should   have    had   no 

Your  obedient  servant,  hesitation  in  considering  it  as  the  usual 

A.  F.  MoiB.  anormal    condition,    tending    to,    and 

Arundel,  Ifftrch  29, 1894.  explanatory    of,    the    nature    of    the 

anomalies    occasionally     occurring    in 
Looking  over  a  few  foBtal  prepara-  these  parts.    The  penis  was  considerably 
tions,  vatying  from  the  seconci  to  the  developed,  covered  superiorly  by  a  con. 
sixth  month,  my  attention  was  casually  tinuance  of  the  common  integument  of 
directed    to  the  conformation  of  their  the  abdomen,  and  inclined  downwards : 
genital  organs.    The  appearances  (by  a  when  elevated,  a  similar  condition  of 
cursory  examination)  were  at  first  oe-  the  parts,  as  already  described,  in  a  pro- 
lieved  to  be  the  result  of  malformation,  ^ssive  state  of  development,  was  dis- 
On  a  more  minute  and  comparative  view,  tmctly  observed.    This  preparation  is 
we  were,  however,  satisfied  that  it  must  valuaole,  inasmuch  as  it  must  invalidate 
be  considered   as  the  normal  develop-  any   objection    that    might    be    urged 
ment  of  those  organs  in  the  earlier  stage  against  us,  iif  confounding  the  penis  and 
of  organization.    The  subject,  as  far  as  cRtoris;  a  mistake  which  can  be  easily 
I  am  aware,  has  not  hitherto  been  inves-  avoided  by  considering  the  locality  of 
tigated ;  I  would  therefore  caution  your  the  two,  and  that  in  reference  to  the 
readers  neither  roundly  to  condemn,  or  parts  in  their  immediate  vicinity, 
implicitly  believe,  the  following  state-  From  the  above  sketch  of  the  organi-^ 
ments,  until  they  have  examined  the  zation  and  development  of  the  foetal* 
subject  for  tliemselves,  which  can  be  genital  organs,  studiously  endeavoured 
easily  and  satisfactorily  accomplished  by  to  be  faithfully  describea,  and  as  con- 
any  one  having  access  to  a  series  of  sucii  cisely  as  consistent  with  perspicuity,  we 
preparations.  deduce  the  following  inferences  :->-That 
In  a  foetus  between  the  second  and  prior  to,  or  between  the  foui-th  or  fifth 
third  month,  examined  by  a  microscope  month,  (for  we  cannot  be  precise  as  to 
of  a  medium  power,  the  rudimentary  the  exact  period,)  the  penis  consists  of 
penis  could  be  distinctly  observed  in-  the  corpus  cavemosmn,  or  union  of  the 
clined  downwards;  when  elevated,  its  corpora  cavernosa,  covered  superiorly  by 
lower   surface  was    seen   cleft  in  the  the  common  integument  of  the  abdomen; 
course  of  the  urethra,  with  a  similar  and  inferiorly,  a  cleft  or  fissure  (terms 
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Tagiie,    bot  suflicientljr  expressive)    is  to  prove  that  when  these  ophthalmic 

observed  in  the  coune  afterwartls  to  be  branches    emerge   upon    the   forehead, 

occupied  by  the  urethra,  (the  formation  they  are   simply   nerves  of  sensation ; 

of  which,  with  other  pecaliarities,  we  and  when  he  spoke  of  the  fiflh  pair  be^ 

have  not  yet  examined);  that  a  similar  ing  a  motor  nerve,  he  carefully  restricted 

cleft  extends  (rom  the  base  of  the  penis,  its  power  to  the  muscles  engaged  in  tnas^ 

in  the  mesial  line,  to  near  the  marp^in  tication.    The  title  which  he  bestowed 

of   the  anus,   bordered    by  projecting'  upon  the  whole  nerve,  in  that  original 


zation  of  either  of  these  structures,  we  can  he  designated  it  the  *'  nerve  of  sensa- 

readily  account  for  the  various  species  tion  and  mastication." 
of  genital  malformation,  known  by  the        Mr.  John  Shaw's  experiments*  upon 

general  name  of  hermaphrodiem,  and  the  fifth  pair  (at  which  1  assisted),  were 

other  irregularities  occasionallv  met  in  the  first  to  demonstrate  that  the  third 

these  organs.     For  the  present,  however,  division  alone,  of  the  three  great  trunks 

we  forbear  to  generalize  further,  well  which   compose    this  nerve,    possessed 

knowing  that  the  importance  of  the  sub-  any  power  over  the  muscles, 
ject  precludes  all  speculation ;  and  that        Although  Mr.  Thumamf  drew  his  at- 

it  is  only  by  a  patient  and  minute  exa-  tention  to  the  subject,  Mr.  Walker  has 

miuation  of  a  series  of  fcetal  preparations  omitted  to  refer  to  the  functions  of  the 

that  the  truth  can  be  elicited.  roots  of  the  spinal  nerves,  and  to  the 

Indeed,  the  chief  object  we  have  in  correspondence  between  them  and  the 

view  in  soliciting  the  insertion  of  the  roots  of  the  fi  flh  pair ;  ^et  if  he  will 

above  remarks  in  your  excellent  journal,  only  examine  how  decisively  the  expc- 

is  the  desire  that  others,  whose  oppor-  riments  made  upon  the  one  set  of  these 

tanities  are  more  extended  than  our  own,  nerves  corroborate  those  made  upon  the 

may  co-operato  with  us  in  an  investi-  other,  he  will,  I  think,  be  led  to  modify 

gation  at  once  so  interesting  and  curious;  his  theorv;  and  to  conclude,  with  Sir 

otherwise  common  prudence  should  ren-  Charles  Bell,  that  the  fifth  pair  is  only 

der  us  cautious  in  communicating  obser-  a  nerve  of  motion,  as  it  is  connected 

vations  so  crude  and  meagerly  jumbled  with  the  organ  of  mastication. 
together.  I  am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
• Alexander  Shaw. 

FUNCTIONS  OF  THE  FIFTH  PAIR       April  26, 1884. 

OF  NERVES. 


ON  THE  ABSURD  SCHEMES  OF 
CERTAIN  MEDICAL  REFORMERS. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Sii^t  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

I  MAV  be  allowed  to  put  Mr.  Walker  g 

right  upon  an  important  fact  bearing  '^' 

upon  his  theory  of  the  motions  of  the  Though  now  residing  in  the  country, 

ins.      There  is  no  foundation  for  the  remoyed  from  the '' Fumum  et  opes  stre^ 

opinion  which  he  maintains—that  the  pHumque  Roma,''  and  daily  occupied  in 

ophthalmic  branches  of  the  fifth  pair  of  the  exercise  of  my  nrofession,  l  occa- 

nerves  have  the  power  of  bestowing  mo-  sionally  amuse  myself  as  I  ride  along 

tion  on  the  parts  which  he  describes ;  the  lonely  roads,  or  in  the  subsequent 

neither  can  he  derive  any  support,  for  seclusion  of  my  study,  by  perusing  the 

this  part  of  his  theory,  from  any  thing  periodical  publications  which  fall  m  my 

that  Sir  Charies  Bell  has  written  on  the  way ;  and  cannot  forbear  smiling  at  the 

nerves  of  the  orbit.     In  the  very  first  "  fantastic  tricks"  which  are  constantly 

communication  which  that  gentleman  played    in    the    present    day    by    the 

made  to  the  Royal  Society,  on  the  Ner-     

Tou.  System*,  he  related  experiments  si*  tsT^'^L^^iTa^ilAT^j.r'S 

' ■  and  104. 

•  1821.  1  Medical  Oacette,  March  29. 
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difTerent  aspirants  to  notoriety  in  medi-  enough!)  will  henceforth  be  annihilated: 

cine.     It  diverts  me  to  observe  that  the  th&  title  of  physician  will  be  lost  in  that 

bubble  of  reform,  in   which   so  many  of  general  practitioner;  and  the  science 

victims  have  been  swamped  in  the  poll-  of  medicine,  which,  when  viewed  in  its 

tical  world,  has  extended  to  medicine ;  proper  li|(ht  (I  mean  that  of  extractinsf 

and  to  watch  the  little  splashing^  which  irom  the  animal,  mineral,  and  vegfetable 

so  many  tnedici  and  mediculi  are  mak-  world  the  remedies  intended  by  God  to 

ing  in  the  spray,  instead  of  venturins'  relieve  the  *'  various  ills  that  flesh  is 

into  the  depths  of-  the  ocean,  in  whicn  heir  to "),  is  entitled  to   a  proud  as- 

their  little  hfe-bark  has  by  some  fatality  cendancy  over  all  others,  will  sink  into 

been  launched.     Reform  and  universal  obscurity,  and  become  as  degraded  as  it 

knowledge  are  the  cry;   and,  deafened  is  on  the  Continent,  and  most  parts  of 

by  the  shouts  of  the  former,  and  dazzled  the  habitable  globe.     Let  me  not,  in 

by  the  blaze  of  the  latter,  the  thought-  giving  vent  to  these  sentiments,  be  sub. 

less  multitude  press  on,  without  being  ject  to  the  imputation  of  casting  any 

sensible  of  the  ^'  vox  et  praierea  nihil "  disrespect  on  the  surgeon  or  the  apothe- 

of  the  one,  or  the  ignis  fatuus  of  the  cary :  such  is  very  far  from  my  mten- 

other.    The  temple  of  Hygeia  seems  tiou— 

indeed  to  be  converted  into  a  tower  of  -  y„  ^^^  j,  „  honourable  man- 
Babel,  wherein  all  the  workmen  are  So  are  they  all,  all  honourable  men.*' 
jabbering  at  once,  and  where  no  one  -n  .  -r  i  .  r  j 
underetands  what  his  co-operative  would  ^"^3  ^PF^  ^^  *°y  of  your  readers, 
fain  convey,  even  should  he  enjoy  the  whether  those  who  nractise  phjsic  on 
enviable  distinction  of  clearly  coipre-  ?a?^J  P^"-^.*  of  the  Continent  hold  that 
bending  his  own  meaning.  H^  "i^?^  ^»  S^P^\^}  society  which  those. 
But  to  be  serious,  xfe  grand  object  who  follow  this  high  calling  have  a 
appears  to  be  the  annihilation  of  all  "^^^  *«  ?^^*;f '  4"^  /  ^»"  ^^  "^^^^ 
gSde  in  the  medical  profession— to  ^"^  probable  rationale  cun  he  given 
make  every  member  of  it  a  "  servant  of  ^^^J^%  universality  which  I  here  op. 
all-work  "—to  disregard  all  the  decora-  P^/,  ]  "*y  appear  old-fashioned,  or 
position  consequent  on  the  >a*  m«<ura  P,?.J»^f?J  designated  aristocratic  and 
of  what  will  not  incorporat^and  thus  *"»^«^*1  P  my  ideas;  but  sir,  if  my  in- 
convert  what  has  titherto,  on  the  terpretation  of  the  prevaihnff  wish  be 
averaire.  worked  well,  into  what  seems  correct,  I   maintain  that  such  a  repub- 


average,  worked  well,  into  what  seems  ^P^""^  ^   mainiam  inai  suca  a  repuo- 

calcufatid  only  to  disagree.  1»<^?°  ^9"»  «f  °Jf^»«*^  government  will 

The  physician,  surgeon,  and  apothe-  neither  tend  to  the  advantege  of  society 

cary,    are  to  be  henceforth  a  ^^^Tria  nor  to  the  respectability  of  the  profession. 

juncta  in  uno  "-trinity  is  to  be  unity,  P^tmctions  reign  m  every  otber  prof|^. 

'f  ..  m  ..  __'  .  .        ''  I  »<«>*.   a     «»^«.     ««%      wx%Hitf»«««^    ««a*»      wn^kvr     ^nailer 


"and  unity  trinity  (if  I  may  be  permitted  "^"5  ««»•  ^^  medicine  can  thev  e^ily 

to  use  such  an  lUustraUon  witlbout  any  «"•  advantageously  be  discarded.     How 

intention  of  impiety) ;    and  the  boun-  «*^"'^  ""f/""*^  ^."^  ^^F  ^^^^  ^  ^'^^' 

daries  of  medicaf  rank  are  to  be  trampled  landed  if  the  admiral  is  to  keep  watch 

on  and  destroyed !     But  let  me  under-  ^^V*^  ^^^  midshipman  slumbere  m  his 

stand  it  correctly:  is  the  physician  to  ^^^.\">  ^r  the  general  to  drill  the  men 

imbrue  bis  hands  in  blood,  and  the  sur-  whilst  the  ensign  presides  at  the  court- 

geon  lay  aside  the  bloody  knife  and  partial.?     How  are  causes  to  be  con- 

Itain  the  paper  on  which  he  seeks  to  ducted,  or  tnals  earned  on,  if  the  attor- 

write  ?    Is  Sir  Henry  Halford  to  litho-  "7  ^»  *?,  ^^^ .« V^^  woolsack,  whilst  the 

tomize.  whilst  Sir  Astley  Cooper  pre-  Chancellor  is  drawing  up  a  brief ;   or 

scribes  for  a  fever  ?  or  is  Sir  Henry  Bnt  ^}^  ^^  ^^^^^  Justice  to  make  out  the 

to  prescribe,  then  operate  on  the  patient,  depositions,  examine  the  witnesses,  and 

and  afterwards  prepare  the  medicine  for  i*;^"  ?^  sentence  on   the  prisoners  ? 

which  he  has  just  written  the  formula?  ^o,  sir :  such  system  may  be  suited  to 

-or  what  is  this  "  One  Faculty  "  mania  I^«  hurricane  taste  of  tlie  times-may 

which  rages?    "I  pause  for  a  reply."  be  popular  in  theory,  but  can  never  be 

It  surely  cannot  be  so :  I  hope  and  trust  efficient  m  practice. 

I  am  mistaken  ;    or  I  do  not  hesitate  to  "  Order  l*  faearen*ii  fir«t  law— and  this  confeaa*d, 

aver  my  opinion,  that  what  litUe  dignity  Some  are,  and  moat  be,  greater  than  the  rest." 

the  medical  profession  may  at  present  The  field  is  open — the  surgeon  is  at 

enjoy    (and,   God    knows,  it    is   little  liberty  to  lay  aside  the  knife,  and  the 
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apotbecafj  to  quit  the  counter,  and  oro-  from  a  hugt  ledger,  or  beings  startled  by 

coed  to  the  title  of  M.D. ;  and  if  toey  "  the  g-hosts  of  pleasures  past!**    Thus, 

dislike  the  department  in  which  they  although  they  may  be  considered  by  * 

began,  and  think  proper  to  advance,  I  some  as   subalterns  in  the  profession, 

would  hare  them  do  so.     But  I  would  they  are  at  liberty    to'purcoase  their 

have   the  surgeon  lay  down  his  knife  promotion,  and   they  mess  with   their 

(not  hold  it  in  his  mouth),  ere  he  take  orother  officers :   they  are  branches  of 

op  the  pen  ;   and  the  apothecary  break  the  same  tree,  and  not  unfrequently  bear 

aU  hb  uottles  on  the  day  he  takes  his  much  more  01  the  *'  aurea  poma  "  than 

decree,  and  couTcrt  his  snop  into  a  con-  the  higher  ones.    Nevertheless,  I  would 

suUation-room,    before    he    sigfns    his  preserve  distinction,  and  have  each  mem. 

initials  to  a  single  prescription.  oer  of  each  department  in  physic  so  de- 

That  the  code  of  medical  law  requires  yote  himself  to  its  respective  duties,  as 

revision  and  correction,   I  am  froe  to  to  render  himself  perfectly  master   of 

admit,  and  especially  in  that  depart-  them.    An  eminent  lecturer  of  the  prc- 

ment  which  is  held  by  general  practi-  sent  day,  a  warm  advocate  for  the  uni- 

tioners.  I  would  have  them  remunerated  vermis  the  ^*  one  faculty"  system,  ad> 

for  their  skill  and  valuable  services,  not  vances  in  its  support  the  absurdity  which 

by  the  number  of  saline  draughts  they  would  strike  any  one  who,  on  taxine'  his 

can  succeed  in  pouring  down  their  un-  watch  to  a  watchmaker  to  be  repaired, 

fortunate  patients'  throats,  but  by  a  re-  should  be  told  that  he  must  take  it  to 

giilar  and  lef^fal  charge    to  be   subse-  another,   because  the  wheel  that  was 

quently  agreed  on.    I  would  fain  elevate  out  of  order  did  not  belong  to  his  pro- 

them  to  a  far  higher  station  than  they  vince  of  the  trade;  but  I  would  prove 

hold  at  present.  the  fallacy  of  his  argument,  by  remind- 

Surgeons  are  no  longer  barbers,  and  ing  him  that,  as  a  watch  can  only  be 

apothecaries  have  long^  ceased  to  be  the  repaired  by  manual  operation,  its  dts- 

pitiful  objects  which  Shakspeare  renre-  orders  are  all  included  in  chirurgery ! — 

sen ts them  in  his  Romeo  and  Juliet;  tney  and,  in  opposition  to  his  metaphor,  I 

are  not  starvelings,  whose   **  poverty  would  cjuote  one  which  sorely  carries 

consents  *'  to  commit  crime  for  *'  forty  some  point  in  it,  yiz.  that,  in  order  lo 

dacats !"  but  men  of  much  scientific  at-  attain  perfection  in  the  huaiaess,  there 

tainment,  of  high  principle,  of  nrofes-  are  no  less  than  twenty-^five  workmen 

atonal  acumen,  and  gentieman-like  ad-  employed  on  every  pin  that  is  sent  into 

dress,  and  who  should  fill  their  coffers  the  market ! 

not  by  the  profit  on  the  drugs  they  sell,        The  said  enrinent  leetnrer  is  nndoubt- 

Hke  tne  ordinary  tradesman,  but  by  a  edly  a  man  of  great  attainiiients,  and 

proper  estimate  of  theur  professional  as-  gigantic  grasp  of  mind ;  he  may  pro- 

aistance,  to  which  it  is  high  time  the  bably  be  master  of  the  three  depart- 

public  should  be  awakened.  ments,  viz.  physic,  suigery,  and  phar- 

MM^    ,      ..      ..     ^.v        _*        J  •4»  macy ;  but  where  one  Ducrow  can  ride 

-  TU.  isw  .llow.  m  sad  the  coort  .wiird.lt."  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^  ^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^ 

Thus,  sir,  I  would  have   a  distinct  sands  are  there  who  fail  in  their  attempt 
line    drawn   between    the    tradesman,  to  manage  even  one ! 
who  reUils  the  medicines  he  does  not        I  will  not,  however,  occupy  more  of 
prescribe,  and  the  gentleman  who  sup-  your  valuable  pages.    I  have  expressed 
plies  the  medicines  which  his  judgment  njy  opinion  on   the  grand  subject   of 
directs.     In  contracting  to  attend  the  Medical  Reform,   and    shall  be  moat 
poor  of  a  parish,  the  apothecary  has  no  hanpy  to  see  the  tree  of  medical  know- 
interest  in  sending  in  more  medicine  leage  ably  pruned,  which  will  surely  be 
than  the  cases  actually  require ;  and  if  more  conducive  to  its  utilitjr,  fruitful- 
the  patients  die,  he  has  the  satisfaction  ness,  and  beauty,  than  loppm^f  oflT  all 
of  feeling  that  the  death  is  not  attribut-  its  branches,  and  converting  it  into  a 
able  to  the  •♦  nimia  wedici  diligentia  P*  pollard.— I  am,  sir, 
He  receives  the  remuneration  which  he  Your  most  obedient  servant, 
has  expre^ed  himself  satisfied  to  receive,  J.  C.  Badeley,  M.D. 
without  the  trouble  and  humiliation  of         Chelmsford. 
making  out  the  items ;  and  by  so  doing,       AprU  2a,  1834. 
the  patient  is  spared  the  sudorific  shock  _^ 
of  perusing  several  pages  of  the  extract 

336.— XIV.  N 
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MEDICAL  GAZETTE.  ^"''^'  '^  possible,  a  monopoly,  to  set 

o  ,      ,       --.     «  ,^rt.  them  beyond  the  need  of  competition 

Saturday.  May  3,  1834.  .  .      . -^       .             ^        v^.          .     i 

•^ •^  with    the    other   metropolitan  schools, 

"  Licet  omnibuii,  licet  etUm  roihi,  dignit«tein  their  parliamentary  patron  and  solicitor 

Artis  ilediem  tuerl;   poleiUs  roodo  renlendl  In  (M^,   Tooke)  stepped   forward    as   their 

publtcum  Kit,  dicendi  perlcalum  Don  recaso."  '  .           '         f*^     i      ,      .    i    .              , 

CicBRo.  champion,  and  directly  denied  the  truth 
of  our  assertion ;  but  we  let  it  pass,know- 

CONDUCT  OF  THE  GOWER-  ing  that  the  truth  would  prevail  ere  long. 
STREET  SPECULATORS.  Nor  was  this  all.  At  the  very  time  that 
The  first  two  days'  proceedings  before  the  shareholders,  through  the  advocacy 
the  Privy  Council,  in  the  matter  of  the  of  Mr.  R.  Taylor,  their  printer,  were  ma- 
petition  of  the  Gower-Street  school,  have  naging  to  get  up  a  petition  from  the 
been  given  in  the  public  prints,  so  that  city  in  favour  of  their  speculation — ^no 
there  remains  little  or  nothing  in  the  longer  disguising  the  "  scheme"  of  se- 
shape  of  news  for  us  to  tell.  The  fur-  curing  the  privilege  of  dealing  in  de- 
thcr  hearing  of  the  arguments  was  ad-  grces — the  teachers,  calling  themselves 
juunicd  from  Saturday  to  this  day,  the  Faculty,  were  busy,  we  understand, 
when  Mr.  Dickersteth  is  to  be  heard  for  in  still  disavowing  any  wish  to  possess 
Cambridge ;  aAer  which  the  counsel  of  such  a  privilege :  nay,  some  of  them 
the  other  counter-petitioners,  one  for  have  publicly  stated  that  it  was  not 
each  party,  will  be  heard,  in  the  order  expedient  that  the  school  should 
mentioned  in  our  last.  possess    any   such    exclusive    right.—- 

One  advantage  which  has  already  re-  But  a  trick  of  still  greater  dupli- 
sultcd  from  this  judicial  inquiry  is,  that  city  seems  to  have  been  stooped  to 
it  has  obliged  the  Gower-Street  people,  since.  One  of  the  medical  societies 
proprietors  and  *'  Senate,''  one  and  all,  of  the  metropolis  having  announced  its 
to  throw  off  the  mask.  They  are  now  intention  of  coming  to  a  vote  regarding 
at  length  forced  to  lay  aside  that  the  impropriety  of  the  school  calling  it- 
trickeiy  and  hypocrisy  with  which  they  self  the  London  University  possessing 
have  hitherto  covered  much  of  their  real  the  monopoly  to  which  it  laid  claim- 
design.  At  the  commencement  of  the  of  conferring  degrees  in  London— a 
present  session,  it  created  some  surprise  member,  who  had  evidently  been  prepar- 
— perhaps  some  pleasure— to  hear  the  ed  for  the  occasion,  came  fom'ard  before 
lecturer  who  was  deputed  to  give  the  the  debate  began,  and  endeavoured  to 
opening  address,  disclaiming,  as  it  stifle  further  proceedings,  by  informing 
were,  on  the  part  of  himself  and  bre-  the  meeting  that  he  had  had  it  from  the 
thren,any  purpose  of  seeking  for  exclu-  best  authority^-some  of  the  "  profes- 
sive  privileges,  but  professing  a  willing-  sors"  themselves — that  they  were  en. 
ness  to  enter  into  a  fair  competition  with  tirely  opposed  to  the  project  of  procur- 
the  other  schools  of  the  metropolis.  All  ing  power  to  confer  degrees,  and  that, 
this  s^med  wondrous  fair,  and  served  the  in  fact,  that  scheme  was  all  at  an  end ; 
purpose  of  disarming  of  their  suspicions,  so  that  a  discussion  on  the  subject 
not  a  few  of  the  hearers.  We  have  further  would  be  quite  idle  and  superfluous, 
reason  to  know  that  similar  intimations  The  bait,  however,  did  not  take ;  for 
of  singleness  of  purpose  were  sedidously  whatever  the  lecturers,  quasi  professors, 
propagated  by  the  friends  of  the  school ;  may  choose  to  say,  the  Senate,  it  was 
and  when  we,  who  were  not  so  easily  to  well-known,  persevered  in  their  de- 
l)e  deceived,  publicly  stated  the  fact  of  mand ;  and  the  attempt  to  gag  the  So* 
the  real  intention  of  the  Sedate  to  pro-  ciety  was  completely  frustrated. 
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Afler  a  scries  of  petty  manoeuvring  stance  of  the  manifesto  has  been  con . 

of  this  kind,  the  mask,  as  we  hare  said,  verted  into  the  body  of  the  an^uments 

has  now  been  fairly  removed ;  it  could  used  by  Dr.  Lushington. 
be  no  longer  worn.    The  Privy  Conn-        Among  the  most  prominent  of  the 

cil    resolved    to    hear    the    arguments  grounds  on  which  the  managers  appeal 

which  were  to  be  urged  for  and  against  to  the  public,  in  behalf  of  a  charter  of 

the  petition  publicly ;  so  that  there  was  monopoly,  we  observe  that  they  put  for- 

no  more  room  for  underhand  doings;  ward  the  iitfinfter  of  their  "  Professors ;" 

and  the  finit  piece  of  open  dealing  has  though  they  take  good  care  not  to  men* 

been  the  publication  of  an  *'  Address  tion   how  many  of  the  said  professors 

from  the  Senate  to  the  Council,  jn  sup-  have  classes,  or  how  many  of  them  have 

port  of  the  application  for  a  charter/'  utterly  failed  in  getting  a  single  pupil. 

We  confess  wc  are  not  quite  masters  This,  however,  accounts  for  the  un- 
of  the  exact  import  of  the  terms  **  Se-  wearied  efforts  made  by  the  party, 
nate^'  and  '*  Council,"  as  applied  to  the  not  only  on  every  resignation  of  an 
managers  of  the  schoolin  6ower>Street ;  unfortunate  "  professor,"  but  whenever 
but  we  presume  the  former  includes  the  a  new  name  for  a  chair  could  be  in- 
body  of  lecturers  of  that  establishment—  vented,  to  cajole  the  public  by  advertise- 
tbe  real  executive  of  the  concern,  as  ments,  under  the  imposing  head  of 
the  public  some  time  ago  were  given  "  University  of  London," — inviting  can- 
to understand  ;  if  it  docs  not,  then  didates  for  the  empty  honour  to  come 
we  can  only  say,  that  any  thing  more  and  offer  themselves.  One  of  the  most 
egreg^ously  uncandid  or  Jesuitical  than  amusing  things  of  this  sort  has  been  the 
the  conduct  of  the  said  lecturers,  we  recent  announcement  of  vacancies  for  a 
cannot  well  conceive,  in  affecting  to  de-  "Professor" and  a"  Lecturer" in  the"Arls 
cline,  on  their  own  part,  the  attainment  of  Design."  It  must  be  confessed,  that 
of  exclusive  privileges,  while  they  enter  here  the  Gower-Street  managers  have  the 
uo  public  protest — but  allow  the  money-  good  people  of  Cambridge  and  Oxford 
changing  proprietary,  under  the  de-  at  a  disadvantage :  there  are  certainly  no 
nomination  of  a  "  Senate,"  to  make  such  chairs  in  either  of  the  ancient  seats 
every  effort  to  procure  them.  If  the  of  learning ;  and  no  doubt  the  Gowcr- 
Professors  be  opposed  to  the  petition  of  Street  ones  will  be  ably  filled,-^for  if 
the  Council,  let  them  come  forward  other  candidates  should  fail  to  offer,  the 
publicly,  openly,  and  boldly,  as  their  council  or  senate  have  only  to  elect  any 
compeers  at  King's  College  have  done,  two  members  of  their  own  body,  who 
and  then  the  question  will  be  at  once  have  most  of  them  already  displayed 
set  at  rest.  The  Privy  Council,  we  are  much  talent  as  adepts  in  the  "  arts  of 
satisfied,  will  not  grant  the  prayer  of  design." 

the  "  Senate,"  as  it  is ;  but  they  could        A  considerable  portion  of  the  "  Ad- 

not  for  a  moment  have  entertained  it,  dress"  is  occupied  with  a  reply  to  the 

had  the  professors  memorialized  in  any  supposed  objection  that  religion  is  not 

shape  against  it.  taught  in  Gower-Street.     The  truth  is. 

The  "  Address,"  is  chiefly  remarkable  that  it  is  not  so  much  an  objection  which 

as  coming  forth  at  the  present  moment,  is  offered  by  tbe  public  on  this  gp*uund 

when  it  serves  both  for  instruction  to  — the   public   does   not  want  them   to 

counsel,  and  as  a  sort  of  declaration  to  teach  any  thing ;  so  that  great  part  of 

be  laid  before  the  public.    This,  indeed,  their  attempted  reply  is  uncalled  for  ;— 

is   implied  in   its  opening  paragraph,  but  there  Is  no  small  wonder  felt  by 

and  accordingly  we  find  that  the  sub-  many  reasonable    persons    in    society, 
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tbat  an  establishment,  setting  itself  up  will  not  oppose  it  !    We  are  sure  the 

for  a  University,  should  have  the  pre-  public  will  duly  appreciate  this  liberal 

sumption  to  exclude  religion,  as  a  for-  intimation :  the  generous,  patronizing 

bidden  or  hateful  thing,  from  its  class  spirit  which  breathes  through  the  an- 

rooms.    For  a  complete  exposure,  how.  nouncement,  sorely  merits  that  the  pri- 

ever,  of  the  proceedings  relative  to  this  vilege  should  be  possessed  by  those  who 

point,  we  must  refer  our  readers  to  the  will  iise  it  so  nobly, 
remarks  of  Sir  Charles  Wetherell,  whose        Here  we  close  our  remarks  on  a  pro- . 

speech,  delivered  on  Saturday,  was  per-  duction  which  some  of  our  readers  may 

haps  one  of  the  most  learned,  emphatic,  probably  think  we  have  treated  mucli 

keenly-cutting,  and  at  the  same  time  too  largely.     We  are  rather  disposed  to 

entertaining,  specimens    of  eloquence  think  so  ourselves ;  but  we  should  re- 

ever  delivered  before  a  Privy  Council.  collect  that  the  "  Senate  "  had  not  the 

With  regard  to  medical  matters,  and  opportunity  of  knowing,  when  drawing 

the  power  sought  of  conferring  medical  up   their  address,  that  it  had  been  so 

degrees,  it -may  be   observed  that  the  ably  and  completely  answered  by  anti- 

"  Senate"  are  not  very  prolix  on   this  cipation  in  the  memorial  and  petition  of 

subject  in  their  present  brochure.   They  the  great  body  of  the  medical  lecturers 

appear  to  have  shifted  their  ground  a  of  London,  given  in  our  last.     Perhaps 

good  deal  of  late,  in  their  mode  of  can-  the  perusal  of  these  documents  may  in- 

vassing  for  this  privilege.     They  are  <luoe  our  senators  once  more  to  resume 

willing    to    conciliate    to    the  utmost.  ^^  l^^y  unless  indeed  the  Privy  Coun- 

They  dwell  chiefly  on  the  advantages  cil  stall  have  previously  rendered  that 

of  having  an  admitting  body  in  the  me-  ^^^  superfluous. 

tropolis — a   medical   university;     but  

they  hold,  consistently  enough,  however  PARLIAMENTARY  COMMITTEE  on 

ludicrously,  that  it  ought  to  be  esta-  the  STATE  of  tub  PROFESSION, 

blished  in    Oower-Strect.    They  even  Among  the  witnesses  examined  this  week 

offer   to    allow  "assessors*' — medical  *»*^e  been   Dr.  Yelloly,  Dr.  Frampton, 

men  from  without  the  walls-to  be  ap-  ^'■-  Guthrie,  President  of  the  College  of 

.  ^   ,  ^  ,       ...  ...      1  Surgeons,  and   M,r.  Clift.     Some  very 

pointed  to  co-operate  with  the  teachers  curious  facts  were  elicited  in  the  evi- 

within ;  thus  making  up  a  qtiorum  for  dence  given  by  the  latter  gentleman, 

carrying  the  "  scheme"  into  effect  

Further,  they  propose  to  give  their    ERRATUM  OF  A  CONTEMPORARY, 
degrees  cA^ap^inasmuch   as  "  abuses    »,      •  ^%  .  ' 

V  •        '       ^i      TT  '       •.•     !!_         X HE  Lancet  of  last  week  quotes  our  ac- 

bave  ari^n  ia  other  Umvertittet  irom    ^       ^    rr>*  l.    >  •     ^  i. 

"^  ""  ^'"vfTw^nt^m  iruiu    couut  of  Fishcrs  casc  in  such  a  manner 

the    payment  of   fees    for    diplomas."  as  to  shew  that  the  Editor  of  that  publi- 

Does  it  not  occur  to  the  senate  that  the  cation  feels  he  had  been  misled  by  his 

cheapness  of  the  article  for  sale  often  informant.    There  is,  however,  rather  an 

••f— »*.  -*«i.r  -  ^«w.:.  «i™  ^r  ^    A  important  mistake  in  his  edition  of  what 

attracts  only  a  certain  class  of  custo-  appeared  in  the  Gazette.    We  stated, 

mers;  and  tbat  it  may  be  possible  the  that  "as  there  was  reason  to  suppose 
public  shall  understand  the  lure  of  Ax-  that  the  calculus  was  small,  it  was  de- 
ing  low   prices  on  the  wares    in  the    ^^^^  ^**  ^^  should  (if  found  practica- 

Gower-St™etUnive«ity?  S^^f  ThVtrfth'S?^'^  %'i"r 

But  the  most  ludicrous  passage  m  the  Lancet  has  altered  this  into—"  As  there 

pamphlet,  perhaps,  is  that  in  which  the  was  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  cal- 

worthy  senate  gravely  inform  the  public  ^"^"*   ^**  small,"  &c."— an   interpola- 

tbat  "  if  any  other  establishinent  shall  \Z^  '^^'''}  «J?T  l*'^  ""^^^^"^  ."?*  » 

,    ,,         ■'         ...  -        -     .  little,  and  which,  however  suspicious, 

seek  the  same  privilege  of  conferring  we  must  in  charity  presume  to  have 

degrees,"  the  "  University  of  London  "  been  undesigned. 
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CLINICAL  LEGTURB  animation  of  the  fight  Drevaiis ;  and  in 

ON  the  work  of  Mr.  Copland  Hutchison  you 

AMPUTATIONS.  ^'^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  these  men  have  the  resolu- 

^  ,.       .          .      «*..,,         «     .^  .  tion  and  presence  of  mind  to  tie  their 

DeUvered  at   the   MuidUux   Ht^ital,  handkerchief  or  garter  around  the  limb, 

Bt  Sir  Chajllbb  Bell,  and  with  a  shattered  leg  descend  from  the 

March  15,  1834.  JJS«^''«>  "*^  ^""Z  ^""^^  ^  the  cockpit ! 

These  are  men  who,  under  operation,  will 

join  in  the  shout,  when  they  hear  their 

I  WAS  ahout  to  give  you  some  remarks  comrades  on  deck  cheering  after  a  suc- 

upon   injuries   of  the  great  joints;    but  cessful  broadside:  and  we  must  not  lose 

I  remember  that  I  promised,  in  the  be-  sight    of  Ube  fact   that  many  of  them 

ginning  of  the  season,  to  pay  particular  desire  to  lose  a  limb,    because  it  is  a 

attention   to  all    operations  that  might  provision  for  life.    What  a  different  prost- 

eventually  be  performed;  and  you  have  pect  is  before  the  poor  lad  on  whom  it 

seen  such  a  variety  of  amputations  of  late,  was  necessarr  to  operate  this  momins' ! 

and  two  flap  operations  yesterday,    and  It  is  lamentable  to  tnink,  that,  during  the 

one  again  early  this  morning,  that  1  fancy  operation,  he  was  whispering  to  his  nurse, 

I  am  bound,  by  my  promise^  to'  speak  of  **  Well,  I  must  have  a  wooden  leg,  and  go 

tanputatimt.  a-begging."    That  is  a  very  different  con- 

The  first  reflection  which  I  think  must  dition  of  mind,  and  a  very  different  condi- 
faave  arisen  in  your  own  minds,  is  the  very  tion  of  body,  too,  you  say ;  and,  therefore, 
remarkable  difference  in  the  success  of  the  I  fear  that  we  may  be  apt  to  be  misled  by 
operation  of  amputation,  according  to  the  the  authority  of  these  naval  reporters,  in* 
previous  condition  of  the  sufferer, — if  the  asmuch  as  tney  are  operating  upon  young 
patient  has  been  reduced  by  long  ill-  men  in  health,  but  in  a  condition  of  mind 
ness,  you  see  him  rally  in  a  surprising  not  merely  prepared,  but  some  of  them 
manner;  but  the  event  is  very  different  positively  wishing  for  the  operation, 
when  a  man  in  high  health  is  overtaken  As  to  the  time  of  operating— what  is  the 
with  a  severe  accident  that  requires  ampu-  meaning  of  early  amputation  ?  If  you  take 
tation.  You  have,  I  am  afraid,  seen  that  again  our  authorities,  pur  navy  and  army 
the  operations  performed  on  young  persons  surgeons,  you  find  a  very-great  mfference,— > 
in  florid  healtn  have  not  been  successful  some  of  them  speaking  of  half  an  hour  as 
in  that  measure  that  you  have  seen  in  poor,  an  early  period,  and  some  of  them  speak- 
languid,  exhausted,  hectic  creatures.  Is  ing  of  six  or  seven  hours  as  the  early 
it,  tnen,  that  you  operate  in  a  condition  of  period.  Now  it  appears  to  me  that  the 
the  patient's  mind  little  prepared  for  so  early  period  is  when  the  operation  is  per. 
scyere  a  shock  ?  Are  we  to  seek  the  cause  formed  very  early;  that  is,  when  the  man 
of  this  in  the  constitution  of  the  bodily  is  still  animated,  as  it  were,  with  the  pas- 
frame,  or  in  the  condition  of  the  mind  ^  sion  and  excitement  of  the  actual  engiige<- 

Now,  there  may  Be  a  great  deal,  in  com-  ment, — when  the  knife  follows  the  injury 

moncases,  in  the  preparation  of  the  mind;  so  immediately,  that  there  is  no  second 

but  I  have  seen  a  man  come  into  this  shock. 

hospital,  petitioning  the  surgeon  to  ampu-  If  this  be  the  first  period  for  amputa- 

tate,  on  account  of  distortion,  and  die.     I  tion,  it  is  pretty  certain  that,  in  domestic 

remember  very  well  a  little  conceited  tailor  and  hospital  practice,  we  can  never  profit 

comiiig  in  here  to  have  his  leg  amputated,  by  it    You  are  not  present :  you  do  not 

because   it  was  crooked :    his  mind,  we  stand  with  your  consultant  and  assistant, 

must  presume,  then,  was  prepared.    I  was  and  all  apphances,  ready  to  operate;  and  if 

against  the  operation — that  I  must  say  for  you  were,  the  alarm  of  the  sufferers,  and 

myself;  but  the  operation  was  performed,  the  outcry  of  the  friends,  preclude  this 

and  the  patient  died :   and  such  occur-  early  operation. 

Fences  make  me  suspect  that  we  are  to  There  is  another  point  that  you  must 
seek  for  the  cause  more  in  the  state  of  the  consider,  in  looking  critically  into  authors 
eonstitution  than  in  the  condition  of  the  on  this  question.  Yon  find  some,  espe- 
mind ;  though  I  am  ready  to  allow  that  cially  the  French  authors,  eloquent  on  the 
there  must  be  a  great  deal  favourable  subject.  Some  of  our  army  surgeons 
in  the  calm  and  resigned  condition  of  the  have  taken  up  the  same  view ;  and  in  my 
mind.  For  example,  when  you  take  the  brother's  works  you  find  a  very  eloQUcnt 
practice  of  our  navy  surgeons,  and  when  and  animated  description  of  it.  I  allude 
they  are  speaking  of  the  time  of  amputa-  to  the  weakness  that  arises  from  commo- 
tions,— these  are  circnmstances  to  be  taken  tion,  the  tremor,  the  nervous  lowness,  the 
into  consideration.  Brave  men,  ingoing  sickness,  and  the  sensation  of  death,  which 
into  action,  are  prepared  for  wounds.  In  comes  upon  a  man  severely  wounded, 
matter  of  fact,  when  wounded,  they  de-  This  undoubtedly  does  come  upon  a  man 
scend  to  be  operated  upon,  while  yet  the  when  wounded    in    the   belly ;    but  on 


182          SIR  CHARLES  BELL  ON  AMPUTATIONS. 

many  occasions,  when  I  have  conyersed  lent  friend.    I  have  not  had  time  to  read 

with  the  wounded,  I  have  not  found  any  it  again;  but  I  have  just  lighted  upon  this 

account  of  this  tremor  or  nenrons  weak-  paragraph,  and  it  brings  me  to  reflect  on 

seas,  from  commotion ;  and  in  the  pam  things  long  since  gone  by.    It  is  a  list  of 

phlet  in  mv  hand,  which  is  the  last  record  amputations  performed  on  board  His  Ma- 

we  have  of  the  narv  practice,  by  Mr.  Hut-  jesty's  ship  Leander.     The  remarks  are 

diison,  (and  whicD,  consisting  but  only  these: — 

of  a  few  pages,  is  yet  invaluable,)  I  find  the  «  Amputation  of  both  thighs,  very  high 

condition  alluded  to  in  one  instance  only,  jm .  died  in  a  few  hours. 

That  there  is  such  a  condition,  be  assured,  u  Amputation  of  both  thighs,  yeiy  high 

although  it   is  very  possible  that  their  up.  ditto    ditto. 

number  ma^^  be  multiplied  by  authors,  *<  Amputation  of  hip- joint :  died  shortly 

giving  an  air  of  originality  to  what  they  after, 

ave  Teamed  at  second  hana.  «<  Amputation  of  left    thigh :    conva- 

In  order  to  make  the  different  testi-  lescent. 

monies  correspond  I  fancy  you  will  have  «  Ditto        .        ditto        -        ditto, 

to  take  into  consideration  the  loss  of  blood  «  ]>itto                ditto        -        ditto, 

in  many  instances.    There  is  a  case  which  «  Amputation  of  the  right  thigh:  conva> 

you  have  all  seen  repeatedly, — which  we  lescent 

unfortunately  see  very  often  in  the  course  «  Ditto    -    died  of  phthisis,  and  the 

of  a  season ;  and  I  have  ttom  time  to  time,  stump  cicatrised. 

in  former  days,  taken  it  as  an  illustration  «  Amputation  of  the  left  thigh :  fever 

of  what  I  meant  ;~I  refer  to  the  condition  twenty  days  after  amputation,"  &c.  &c. 
of    a  man  who   has  attempted  suicide, 

by  cutting  his  throat.   When  the  patient  is  Now  this  brings  us  to  reflect  on  a  most 

brought  to  the  hospital,  there  is  depression  important  circumstance,  •  a  circumstance 

of  mind  and  loss  of  blood;  and  the  depres-  that  is  necessary  to  explain  my  conduct 

sion  of  mind  and  the  loss  of  blood  reduce  this  very  morning,  with  reference  to  the 

the  man  to  the  very  condition,  so  far  as  amputation  in  that  young  roan.    In  am- 

Ican  understand  it,  that  these  authors  have  putation  there  is  a  shock  to  the  system,  to 

described  to  be  the  effect  of  severe  gun-shot  the  powers  of  life,  by  the  lopping  off  of  a 

wounds ;  so  that  I  cannot  help  suspecting  portion  of  the  body,  and  there  seems  to  be  a 

that  when  the  picture  is  drawn  of  the  shock  proportionate  to  the  mass  that  is 

nervous  influence  upon  a  man  who  is  shot,  severed;  and  there  must  also  be  a  shock 

they  have   not  sufiiciently  distinguished  proportionate  to  the  extent  of  the  wound, 

the  cases  where  there  is  loss  of  blood.  You  may  naturally  enough  say,  is  there  a 

We  say  currently,  and  with  perfect  cor.  shock  to  the  system  iVom  amputation,  and 
rectness,  that  if  an  arteiy  be  opened  with  none  from  the  limb  torn  on  by  cannon, 
a  lancet,  it  bleeds  the  person  to  death ;  if  shot  ?  The  question  would  be  vciy  natu- 
it  be  cut  with  a  bit  of  glass,  it  bleeds  the  ral;  but  my  meaning  in  using  nearly  the 
person  to  death;  but  if  the  limb  be  torn  same  words  is  different  The  shock  to  the 
off,  the  artery  does  not  bleed;  and  if  powers  of  life  which  results  from  too  severe 
the  artery  be  cut  by  a  ball,  it  does  not  an  operation,  is  very  different  from  that 
bleed.  Now,  that  is  perfectly  correct ;  attributed  to  the  efllect  of  wounds.  No 
there  is  no  hesitation  about  the  fact;  yet  doubt  if  a  thoughtless  surgeon  should  keep 
I  have  a  notion  that  when  a  round  shot  his  patient  too  long  upon  the  table,  poking 
comes  through  the  sides  of  a  ship,  for  ex-  for  a  stone  in  the  bladder,  or  working  on  a 
ample,  and  tears  off  the  limb  near  the  disease  of  the  rectum,  the  patient  becomes 
groin, — that  this  is  not  such  an  injury  to  sick,  and  vomits,fall9low,and  never  rallies, 
the  artery  as  to  cause  the  immediate  But  the  impression  I  now  speak  of  is  of  a 
stopping  of  blood ;  that,  in  fact,  before  the  different  kind,  and  occurs  at  a  different 
man  is  brought  down  to  the  cockpit  under  period :  he  goes  to  bed  in  comfort,  and  pro- 
the  observation  of  the  surgeon,  he  has  lost  mises  to  do  well,  but  dies  on  the  fifth  or 
an  enormous  quantity  of  »lood;  and  that  sixth  day, — sinking  you  know  not  how. 
the  great  artexy  does  not  bleed  in  some  The  extent  of  the' wound  must  be  very 
measure,  because  of  the  loss  of  that  blood;  great  in  a  hip- joint  operation.  The  ex- 
then  the  condition  of  the  patient  is  ac-  tent  of  the  wound  is  very  great  when  both 
counted  for :  there  is  the  fear  of  death, —  thighs  are  taken  off,  and  the  shock  is 
there  is  the  shock  to  the  whole  nervous  greater  when  the  thigh  is  removed  nearer 
system,— and  there  is  loss  of  blood;  and  the  groin  than  just  above  the  knee;  and 
tnese  three  combined  are  enough  to  explain  although  we  may  lose  sight  of  this  great 
the  lowness,  tremor,  and  condition  almost  principle  when  we  see  one  case  at  a  time, 
of  approaching  death.  yet  it  is  impossible  to  look  upon  the  wards 

With  regard  to  the  effect,  then,  of  early  of  an  hospital  after  a  naval  engagement,  in 

or  delayed  amputation,   I  have  had  this  which    a   great    many    men    have    been 

pamphlet  put  into  my  hand  by  my  excel-  wounded,  and  have  suffered  amputation. 
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as  1  have  iseeii  in  Hoalar  ho«pital,  or  after  tated  through  the  mass  of  muscle,  I  cou- 
an  engagement  on  land,  as  I  had  abund-  oeive  that  the  danger  to  life  would  have 
ance  of  opportonitv  of  witnessing  in  the  been  much  greater  than  in  amputating  a 
hospitals  of  Bmssels  alter  Waterloo,  with.  .  little  abore  the  ankle.  You  remember  I 
ont  perceivinff  in  these  cases  this  great  stated  to  you  that  in  some  of  these  cases  I 
question  deciaed, — ^that  the  deaths  are  in  preferred  completing  the  amputation 
proportion  to  the  mass  cut  off,  and  to  the  which  the  accident  had  in  part  performed, 
mrfaoc  of  the  wound  exposed.  This  cor-  extending  the  incision,  and  dividing  the 
responds  exactly  with  our  practice  here  at  bones,  and  thus  avoiding  the  second  shock 
home-»I  may  say  with  your  own  know-  altogether ;  for  I  am  sure  that  in  some 
ledge.  cases  it  is  a  good  practice.  On  reflection, 
The  sole  object  I  have  in  these  observa-  I  feel  satisfied  that  of  the  many  amputa- 
tions is  just  to  carry  your  minds  back,  to  tions  I  performed  at  Brussels  on  shattered 
bring  you  to  reflect  upon  these  cases,  and  limbs,  more  would  have  survived  if  I  had 
make  them  the  elements  of  your  future  opened  the  great  abscesses  in  the  leg,  cut 
reasoning.  Now  yon  have  seen  a  man  across  the  remaining  soft  parts,  and 
with  his  limb  shattered,  in  whom  amputa-  cut  off  the  spiculse  of  bone.  In  those 
tion  of  the  thigh  has  been  performed ;  and  cases  it  appears  to  me  that  the  profession 
you  have  seen  that  after  a  fair  promise  of  has  been  too  anxious  fur  a  clean  wound. 
Bueeess  he  dies.  You  have  repeatedly  wit-  Here  I  could  not  do  that,  but,  acting  on 
nessed  this  oocnnence.  .Well,  then,  here  the  same  principle,  I  made  the  operation  as 
comes  in  this  young  man,  on  whom  I  low  down  as  I  could,  taking  care  to  save 
operated  this  morning,  a  healthy,  robust,  muscle  to  cover  the  extremity  of  the  bone, 
country  lad.  A  heavy  waggon  has  gone  That  is  the  reason  why  I  performed  Uiis 
over  his  foot,  crushed  the  tarsus,  crushed  amputation  as  you  saw ;  and  I  hope 
the  ankle- joint,  and  fVacturedall  the  bones  it  may  turn  out  better  .than  those  opera* 
of  the  foot.  At  first  I  thought  of  making  tions  that  we  have  had  performed,  on^ac. 
a  flap  from  the  sole  of  his  foot,  and  taking  count  of  severe  accidents,  higher  up,  where 
away  the  shattered  bones,^but  upon  putting  the  great  mass  of  the  limb  was  cut  through. 
the  finger  into  the  wound,  it  is  found  that  At  present  there  is  no  indication  by  symp- 
the  OS  calds  is  fractured,  and  that  the  toms  that  the  constitution  has  felt  the 
ankle-joint  is  torn.    You  see  by  a  man  injury. 

now  lying  in  Clayton's  ward  what  is  the  With  regard,  then,  to  amputation  gene- 
effect  of  attempting  to  save  a  limb  where  rally,  there  iii  one  rale  which  ans^vers  for 
the  ankle-joint  is  at  all  open :  that  man  them  all,  and  which  is  so  simple,  so  ob- 
must  suffer  amputation  after  all.  The  at-  vious,  that  you  would  wonder  that  it  had 
tempt  of  saving  the  heel,  to  rest  upon,  in  ever  been  omitted  in  performing  an  opera- 
this  lad*s  case,  would  have  been  followed  tion.  It  is  simply  to  save  integument  to 
by  suppuration  in  the  ankle-joint  and  a  cover  the  muscle,  and  to  save  muscle  to 
tedious  caries  of  the  bones.  It  was  neces-  cover  the  bone,  and  to  keep  the  periosteum 
sary,  then,  to  take  off  the  foot;  and  the  hanging  over  the  bone,  and  never  to  scrape 
question  came  to  be,  shall  we  perform  the  it  or  expose  it.  If  these  three  things  arc 
operation  just  below  the  knee,  or  low  done,  it  requires  ingenuity  to  make  a  bad 
down?  You  see  that  the  matter  stands  amputation.  If  the  integument  freely 
thus :  when  you  hare  got  a  young  man  in  cover  the  muscle,  and  the  bone  be  sunk  in 
a  certain  condition  of  life,  who  is  to  lose  the  muscle,  the  amputation  is  well  per- 
his  foot,  you  perform  the  amputation  with  formed.  Performing  the  operation  on  the 
a  flap  above  the  ankle-joint ;  and  he  may  thigh  is  the  simplest  operation  of  all  to  the 
have  an  artificial  foot  so  adjusted  that  he  surgeon,  though  the  most  severe  to  the 
retains  the  motion  of  the  knee-joint.  A  patient ;  and  it  ought  to  be  so  done,  that 
footman,  a  great  favourite  of  his  master,  when  you  have  cut  across  the  bone,  that  is 
who  was  very  desirous  to  keep  him  the  last  view  you  should  have  of  it:  you 
in  his  service,  had  an  accident  of  this  should  never  see  it  again ;  but  if  you  see 
description.  In  that  case  I  performed  the  that  the  bone  is  sticking  out,  that  is  bad ; 
flap  operation  above  the  ankle-joint;  he  you  shouId,and  yon  must  so  manage  it,  that 

got  a  case,  into  which  he  put  his  limb ;  when  you  have  made  a  section  of  the  bone, 

e  had  the  motion  of  the  joint,  and  could  you  say  good  by  to   it;   you  never  see  its 

walk  decently  ^nto  the  parlour,  and  stand  face  again  ;  it  is  sunk  among  the  muscles, 
at  the  sideboard.     He  thus  retained  his         Now  how  is  this  to  be  done  ?     By  the 

place,  which  he  could  not  have  done  had  simplest  mode  possible.    .First,  as  to  the 

ne  rested  on  the  knee,  and  had  a  stump  external  incision.   If  the  incision  go  round  * 

sticking  out  behind.  the  thigh,  it  may  be  a  good  amputation ; 

But  although  this  lad  be  healthy  and  be  but  it  will  not  make  a  very  neat  stump, 
young,  it  was  not  for  that  reason  that  I     You  will  find  tliat  when  you  bring  tho 

amputated  low  down.    There  is  a  great  integuments  together,  they  are  puckered ; 

brawny  calf  of  a  leg ;   and  if  I  had  ampu.  thry  are  irregular :    that  is  a  matter  of 
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no  great  consequence ;  bat  yet  it  is  easy  double-edged  knife  close  to  the  bone ;  and 
to  avoid  it.  If  you  take  the  longampntat-  haying  made  this  ngly  stab  quite  through 
ing-lmife,  and,  instead  of  going  round  at  the  thigh,  the  knife  is  canied  doWnwaras 
once,  Incline  it  with  a  little  semi-drcular  and  outwards  (that  is,  in  a  direction  from 
sweep  (first  on  the  one  side,  and  then,  the  centre) ;  and  having  thus  made  a  flap 
without  raising  the  knife,  on  the  other),  of  muscle  and  integument,  the  soft  parts 
then  you  have  two  flaps,  and  you  have  on  the  other  side  a^s  grasped,  and  the 
made  an  incision  that  will  come  nicely  knife  passed  again  close  to  the  bone,  and  a 
together  over  ihe  face  of  the  stump.  Do  secona  flap  made.  The  advantage,  not  a 
not  separate  the  integument  fix>m  the  small  one,  is,  that  the  operation  may  be 
fascia, nor  the  muscle;  that  is  quite  wrong;  done  with  great  rapidity.  The  essential 
and  it  is  never  done  unless  there  has  been  points  are  certainly  gained  here;  first,  a 
a  g^reat  deal  of  previous  inflammation  and  rapid  operation,  and,  secondly,  the  muscles 
hardening  of  the  parts,  in  which  case  you  and  integuments  can  be  freely  laid  back, 
are  obliged  to  fold  up  the  skin.  You  are  and  the  bone  exposed;  and  you  are  secure 
never  to  separate  the  cellular  texture  which  of  muscles  and  integuments  enough  to  oo- 
is  under  the  skin  from  the  muscles  by  yer  the  bone.  I  do  not  see  any  further  ad- 
dissection  :  all  that  your  assistant  does  is  vantage  in  it,  however,  unless  it  be  this 
to  pull  up  the  skin.  You  have  now  the  inte-  (and  I  am  willing  to  allow  what  I  do  not 

gument  retracted,  about  an  inch  above  the  comprehend),  it  really  does  appear  that 

ne  of  your  first  incision,  and  here  you  are  there  is  less  pain.    We  are  jealous  here,  as 

to  put  (fown  your  knife  again.  You  are  next  it  were,  of  our  own  observation;  and  we 

to  make  the  cireular  incision  through  the  must  wait  and  notice  whether  this  be  a 

muscle  down  to  the  bone,  and  round  it.  fiuit,  because  it  is  a  great  matter,  indeed. 

An  attempt  has   been  made — and  I  am  to  the  patient:  the  less  pain,  the  less  shcN*k. 

sorry  to  say  it  has  the  support  of  no  mean  [Sir  Charles  Bell  now  went  into  a  de. 

name — to  mal^e  the  incision  at  three  times :  scription  of  the  mode  of  amputating  with 

first  an  incision  through  the  integuments,  the  flap  low  in  the  leg;  afterwards  he  pio. 

then  through  the  superficial  muscles,  and  ceeded — ] 

then  through  Uie  deep  musdes, — the  super-  I  beg  you  to  recollect  that,  in  order  to 

ficial  being  cut  further  down,  and  the  deep-  insure  the  third  point  of  an  operation— the 

seated  fui&er  up.    Now  what  has  the  sur.  bui^ng  the  bone  in  the  muscle— you  have 

ffeon  done  ?    He  has  contrived  to  make  an  a  difficulty  in  all  amputations  of  the  leg. 

irregular  surface,  in  which  both  arteries  You    sometimes    see    the    surgeon    put 

and  nerves  may  be  partially  divided — that  throuffh  the  split  cloth  between  the  tibia 

is,  cut  above  where  they  are  divided.    60  and  fihula,  and  then  twisting  it  over,  at- 

through  the  muscles  directly  down  to  the  tempt  to  draw  back  the  muscles  and  inte- 

bone.    All  that  is  required  is,  to  allow  the  ffuments ;  but  he  does  not  succeed,  and  a 

Satient  to  draw  up  his  leg,  which  he  will  little  consideration  will  shew  yon  why: 

o  naturally,  if  the  assistant  dresser  who  it  is  because  of  the  inter-osseous  ligament ; 

holds  the  leg  will  let  him ;  and  as  he  and  therefore  you  put  in  your  knife  close 

draws  up  his  leg,  the  integuments  and  the  upon  the  edge  of  the  tibia  and  fibula,  and 

muscles  are  drawn  from  the  bone,  and  the  you  cut  the  ligament.    As  you  cut  the  li- 

bone  projects  to  the  utmost  extent.    As-  gament,  you  find  that  the  cloth  goes  up— > 

sist  this  a  little  with  the  split  cloth,  cut-  that  the  Done  projects  more  and  more : 

ting  the  fibres  attached  to  the  bone  as  it  without  you  understand  this,  you  will  haye 

Srotrudes.   You  now  make  your  saw  move  the  bones  projecting  in  the  stump.    Fur- 

orizon tally ;  and  one  effect  of  this  is,  you  ther,  you  so  manage  it  as  to  cut  through 

do  not  break  it,  which  you  are  very  apt  to  the  tibia  and  fibula  together.    If  the  tibia 

do  by  the  unsteadiness  of  the  assistant  who  be  cut  tlirough  in  a  high  operation  on  the 

is  supporting  it  in  the  horizontal  posture,  leg,  it  belongs  to  the  regular  operation. 

The  moment  you  haye  cut  across  the  bone,  that  the  surgeon  asain  puts  on  his  saw  ob- 

bring  down  the  limb  to  the  horizontal  liquely,  so  as  to  take  off  the  projecting  an. 

posture,  or  nearly  so,  and  then  you  find  ^le  of  that  bone,  which  else  is  apt  to  pro> 

the  muscle  lapping  over  the  bone,  and  the  ject,  and  irritate  the  thin  integument 

integuments  a  little  projecting  from  the  ,«,           .                            , 

muscle.    That  I  call  a  good  amputation ;  [The  subject  was  resumed  on  the  22d 

every  essential  ciroumstance  is  secured.  Mareh.]                                 ^ 

Now  you  have  seen  another  mode  of  On  leaving  you  the  last  day,  you  will,  I 

operating  adroitly  performed, — and  by  and  hope,  consider  that  it  was  natural  in  me 

by  I  trust  we  shidl  be  able  to  say,  success-  to  ask  myself,  "  Have  T  omitted  anything 

fully  performed,— which  is  the  flap  opera-  in  addressing  these  gentlemen  ?"    Now  1 

tion ;  you  have  seen  this  done  by  both  my  found  I  had,  and  a  point  by  much  the  most 

colleagues  in  one  day.      You  grasp  the  important  in  the  operation  of  amputation, 

mass  of  muscles  ana  integuments  upon  I  said  that  an  amputation  of  the  Uiigh  was 

one  side  of  the  thigh  bone,  pass  the  long  well  performed  when  the  bone  was  quite 
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buried,  and  when,  on  iU  healing,  it  looked  avray ;  and  that  ia  a  difficult  and  verv  pain- 
like the  caricature  of  a  fat  child's  fkce.  Ail  operation — much  more  difficult  than 
For  the  reverse  picture,  look  to  the  caae  of  that  of  amputation,  and  nearly  as  painful, 
the  lad  with  diseased  hip,  under  my  care.  As  you  Would  avoid  that  awkwardness, 
who  lost  his  leg  some  time  ago,  and  who  then,  be  careful,  in  taking  up  the  vessels, 
exhibits  now  the  most  perfeot  specimen  of  that  you  see  the  end  of  the  nerve  free  from 
the  conical  stump'.  There  the  thigh  tapers  the  loop  you  are  about  to  draw.    If  you 
to  a  point  where  the  bone  projects,  covered  have  any  hesitation,  draw  out  the  nerve ; 
only  with  a  tender  film  of  vascular  inte-  it  is  the  least  elastic  part  of  all  which  you 
gument.  divide  in  amputation ;  and  if  it  has  suf- 
But  it  may  happen,  when  all  is  done  fered  inflammation,  it  is  particularly  apt 
well,  and  the  stump  is  of  the  most  ap-  to  project ;  which,  if  it  do,  fix  the  tenacu- 
proved  form,  that  the  patient  has  pains  in  lum  in  the  neurUema,  draw  it  out,  and 
the  extremi^,  and  that  the  stump  may  be  cut  it  across  with  a  very  sharp  scalpel ;  it 
as  susceptible  to  the  variations  of  the  at-  is  a  pang  which  will  prevent  much  and 
mosphere  as  a  barometer,  and  very  easily  long  suffering. 

affected  by  the  state  of  the  general  health.  If  you  have  made  a  note  in  your  memo- 
He  may  have  shooting  pains  in  the  stump,  ries  of  what  I  said  on  amputations,  when 
darting  like  a  stroke  of  electricity,  and  I  last  addressed  you,  add  these  few  obser- 
with  such  violence  as  to  make  him  faint,  vations  to  it 
He  has  got  rid  of  one  formidable  dis-  _^___^.^_«_________ 

ease,  to  become  subject  to  a  different  and  ^_  «,««„.« 

a  worse  maUidy.  »»•  BiaBY'8 
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pntation  that  has  laid  the  foundation  of 

an  that  misery?     That  is  the  point  of  gbnekal  lying-in  hospitai- 
which  I  omitted  to  speak;  but  you  now  [Continued  ftom  p.  112.] 
anticipate  what  I  have  to  say.    see  that  • 
the  nerves  are  cut  short;  for  if  the  nerves  dvstocba  pclvica. 
are  permitted  to  hang  out,  and  to  attach  Of  dvntoeea  pelvica  several  cases  have  oc- 
themselves  to  the  cicatrix,  your  patient  is  curred :  four  out-patients  required  the  aid 
in  danger  of  this  formidable  occurrence,  of  the  forceps ;  in  two  in-patients  the  per- 
This  is  the  reason  why,  when  you  cut  the  forator  was  employed,  and  artificial  pre- 
integuments,  you  draw  them  up,  and  lay  mature  labour  was  induced  in  two  others, 
the  edge  of  the  knife  again  on  the  fascia.  Of  the  forceps  cases,  I  select  two,  which 
higher  by  an  inch  at  least  than  where  yon  are  interesting^the  one  because  a  large 
cut  the  integuments.    This  we  are  able  to  living  child  was  bom  where  the  pelvis  was 
do,  by  retracting  the  integuments.     Be-  evidently  considerably  deformed,  the  other 
tween  the  skin  and  the  fascia  there  is  a  where  the  forceps  were  required  to  be  in- 
loose  cellular  texture,  and  under  that  the  troduced  above  the  brim  of  the  pelvis, 
cutaneous  nerves  run  close  upon  the  fas-  **  12th  Jan.,  1833.— Margaret  Dudman, 
eia:  so  that  if  you  retract  the  skin  pro-  »t   28.     First  child;  delicately  formed; 
perly,  and  place  your  knife  at  the  edge  of  very  juvenile  in  her  appearance;  pains  be- 
the  retracted  skin,  you  divide  the  cuta-  came    strong    at  one    o'clock    yesterday 
neons  nerves  at  least  an  inch  and  a  half,  morning,  when  the  liq.  amnii  came  away ; 
or  more,  shorter  than  the  integuments,  and  since  which,  till  this  evening,  the  pains 
the  datter  eompletelycovers  and  envelopes  have  been  lingering ;  and,  as  the  patient 
their  extremities.    This  is  a  very  essential  was  becoming  exhausted,  I  was  sent  for. 
part  of  the  operation  to  be  attended  to,  Upon  examination,  I  found  the  os  uteri 
and  is  too  often  neglected.  all  but  Ailly  dilated,  a  small  portion  of  the 

Then,  again,  you  sometimes  hear  the  anterior  lip  still  remaining :  the  head  had 

poor  patient  say,  **  Is  that  foot  not  off  entered  a  considerable  way  through  the 

yet?"    What  is  the  meaning  of  that  ques-  superior  aperture,  but  was  evidently  much 

tion,  when  the  bones  are  sawn  trough,  elongated  and  compressed  for  want  of  room 

and  the  leg  is  remov^  ?    It  is,  that  when  in  the  antero-posterior  diameter;   felt  a 

you  are  taking  up  the  arteries,  yon  touch  a  fontanelle  behind  the  left  foramen  ovale, 

divided  end  of  the  nerve,  and  it  appears  to  but  the  swelling  of  the  head  rendered  it 

the  patient  as  though  the  sensation  was  in  indistinct.    As  there  were  no  pains,  and 

the  foot.    Take  care  that  this  be  the  last  the  head  so  far  advanced,  I  applied  the 

time  he  shall  feel  the  foot;  for  if  you  in-  forceps,  passing  them  up  where  there  was 

elude  the  nerve  in  the  Ugatnre  of  the  ar-  most  room ;  viz.  in  the  transverse  diameter, 

tcry,  you  lay  the  foundation  for  ^  condi-  I  had  some  difficultv  in   doing  it;  for, 

tion  I  have  described;  your  ligature  hangs  whilst  introducing  the  second,  the  first 

upon  the  end  of  the  nerve,  and  the  nerve  blade  slipped  into  the  hollow  of  the  sa- 

expands  beyond  it,  like  a  button  in  the  crum,  ana  I  was  obliged  to  begin  again. 

Joop.     By  and  by  you  desire  to  get  it  The  first  extracting  effort  which  I  made 
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convinced  me    that   the    bead  was  very 
tightly  impacted^  for  it  was  nearjy  im- 
moveable, and  I  felt  as  if  I  was  pulling 
against  the  whole  mass  of  the  .patient's 
body  :    it  advanced  however  somewhat ; 
and  finding,  both  fW>m  examination,  and 
from  the  distance  between  the  handles  of 
the   forceps,  that  it  was  tc^  large,  my 
pnpil,  Mr.  Wray,  who  assisted,  tied  apiece 
of  tape  tightly  round  the  knobs  of  the 
handles,  so  as  to  keep  up  a  constant  pres- 
sure upon  Uie  head,  and  thus  induce  it 
to  elongate  still  further.    This  was  again 
tightened  after  a  time,  and  the  heaa  ad- 
vanced gradually  towards  the  perineum: 
when  the  perineum  became  distended,  I 
waited  some  time  between  each  extractive 
effort,  in  order  to  give  it  every  opportu- 
nity of  dilating,  and  an   immense  head 
was  extracted,    the  face  turning  to  the 
mother's  right    thigh.      One    blade   had 
passed  obliquely  over  the  right  eye  to  the 
root  of  the  nose;  the  other,  under  the  left 
ear  to  the  under-jaw;  the  shoulders  fol- 
lowed with  consioerable  difficulty,  and  a 
laceration  of  the  perineam  was  produced 
The  child  appeared  dead ;  but,  after  a  little 
while,  gare  a  slight  gasp.    I  immediately 
poured  some  spirit  on  its  breast,  and  Ap- 
plied  a  hot  flannel,  moistened  with  spirit, 
over   the  chest  and   abdomen.     After  a 
time  it  again  mped*    The  cord  not  pnl- 
sating,  I  diTiaed  it.   and  squeezed  out 
some  drops  of  blood  from  it,  and  then 
put  on  the  ligature.    Another  gasp  came : 
I  inflated  the  lungs  through  an'  elastic 
catlieter,  and  it  made  two  attempts  in  suc- 
cession to  inspire.    It  was  now  put  into 
a  warm  bath,  and  the  hot  spirit  flannels 
applied  to  its  chest ;  a  little  ammonia  was 
added,   and  occasionally  applied  to  the 
nose,  and  a  drop  of  spirit  to  the  lips.    The 
efforts  to  breathe  recurred  more  frequently, 
and  at  length,  in  the  course  of  an  hour, 
the  breathing  became  distinct  and  regular, 
although  the  child    was  still   insensible 
when  I  left.     Whilst  this  was  going  for- 
wards,   haemorrhage  suddenly    appeared 
from  the  patient.    A  dose  of  ergot  had 
been  given  when  the  head  was  bom,  and 
was  now  repeated.     The  placenta  was  si- 
tuated on  the  anterior  wall  of  the  uterus; 
the  cord  broke,  and  I  was  obliged  to  intro- 
duce my  hand  to  extract  it.     I  threw  up 
some  cold  water  per  vaginam,  and  with 
cold,  extemallT  applied,  the  uterus  con- 
tracted hard;  tne  sacrum  was  reached  very 
easily  with  the  finser;  the  antero-posterior 
diameter  of  the  pelvis  was,  at  the  utmost, 
three  inches  and  a  half.    Both  mother  and 
chUd  did  well." 

It  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  know,  in 
cases  of  this  sort,  exactly  the  limits  where 
we  can  no  longer  use  the  forceiis,  and 
where  the  perforation  becomes  necessary ; 
nor  do  I  know  of  any  very  disti  net  rule  which 


will  serve  as  our  guide.  So  man^  circum- 
stances must  be  taken  into  consideration, 
both  with  respect  to  the  child  as  well  as 
the  mother,  that  it  is  impossible  to  ascer- 
tain this  point,  without  having  accurately 
exauinea  the  whole  history  of  the  case, 
and  carefully  weighed  the  importance  of 
every  symptom  wnich  may  present  itself. 
The  readiness  with  which  some  children's 
heads  yield,  in  comparison  to  others,  is 
well  known ;  but  to  form  an  opinion  as  to 
this  point,  before  applying  our  instru- 
ments, is  far  from  being  so  easy  as  may  be 
imagined,  and  demands  that  tact  and  ex 
perience  which  can  only  be  obtained  by 
long  and  constant  observation. 

In  the  above  case,  as  in  many  others, 
where  the  head  has  been  closely  impacted, 
I  have  repeatedly  found  the  benefit  of 
keeping  a  constant  pressure  upon  it,  by 
a  strong  tape  tied  round  the  handles  of 
the  forceps,  which  I  have  tightened  in 
proportion  as  the  head  appeared  to  yield. 
By  following  this  plan,  ana  by  being  care- 
ful not  to  hurry  the  labour,  the  head  has 
at  last  begun  to  move,  in  cases  where  at 
first  it  had  resisted  all  justifiable  attempts 
to  bring  it  down ;  and  where,  to  all  ap- 
pearance, 1  had  no  resource  but  in  per- 
forating. In  the  case  I  have  just  described, 
a  laceration  of  the  perineum  was  pro- 
duced, although  not  to  anv  serious  extent ; 
and,  from  the  care  which  I  took  in  sup- 
porting it,  when  the  head  was  passing, 
I  am  inclined  to  suspect  that  the  greater 

rrtionof  it  was  produced  by  the  shoulders, 
have  repeatedly  seen  cases  where  the 
perineum  has  been  supposed  safe,  and 
where,  I  believe,  that,  with  the  exception 
of  the  fraenulum  perinei,  no  laceration  had 
taken  place,  that,  when  tlic  shoulders 
were  bom,  a  considerable  rapture  was 
found.  The  shoulders  are  apt  to  pass  out 
rather  unawares,  perhaps  when  the  practi- 
tioner is  engaged  in  ascertaining  wnether 
the  cord  be  round  the  child's  neck :  at  this 
moment  the  shoulders  are  very  liable  to 
convert  a  slight  tear  into  a  considerable 
laceration.  The  difficulty  with  which  the 
respiration  of  the  child  was  established, 
illustrates  some  very  interesting  points  of 
practice,  which  are  of  much  importance. 
The  asphyxia  neouatorniu  demands  very 
different  treatment,  according  to  the  state 
of  the  circulation.  In  the  present  case,  the 
symptoms  of  plethora  were  ver^  distinct, 
and  justified  the  extraction  of  a  little  blood 
from  the  cord.  I  know  of  no  method  so 
successful  in  rousing  the  torpid  action  of 
the  heart,  as  applying  a  hot, flannel,  mois- 
tened with  spirit,  to  the  child's  breast: 
a  little  liquor  ammonisB  sprinkled  upon  it, 
assists  the  rubefacient  effect,  and  acce- 
lerates  the  passage  of  the  blood  in  the 
capillary  circulation. 

The  ergot  of  rye  I  have  given  in  compa- 
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ratively  lew  cases  before  labour  was  com-  ing  the  forceps,  where  the  greater  portion 

pleted,  having  very  much  confined  my  use  of   the   heaa   is  still  above  the  superior 

of  it  to  where  there  was  inertia  uteri  after  aperture  of  the  pelvis.    It  is  an  operation, 

the  birth  of  the  child,  nor  has  it  failed  my  I  believe,  which  is  rarely  performed  in  this 

expectations.     For  some  time  I  used  the  country :  indeed,  by  far  the  mojority  of 

tincture,  on  account  of  the  convenience  of  English  midwifery  forceps  are  not  adapted 

the  form  for  instantexhibition;  but  I  cannot  to  it;  it  has  been  also  opposed  by  the  high 
say  that  I  ever  once  saw  any  distinct  effects  ,  authority  of  Hamilton,  Bums,  and  Merri- 

produced  by  it,  and  have  iong  since  relin-  man ;  and  a  similar  opinion  has  been  en- 

Juished  it  for  the  use  of  the  powder,  which  tertained  by  the  celebrated  Cams,  of 
give  in  a  little  cold  water.  Many  dis.  Dresden.  ''  The  trae  case,*'  says  Dr.  Ha- 
crepant  opinions  have  been  entertained  milton,  '^  is  where  the  bulky  part  of  the 
respecting  the  ergot  of  rye ;  but  where  it  head  has  passed  the  brim ;  and  so  far  ad- 
has  been  procur^  good,  well  protected  vanced,  that  the  soft  parts  of  the  woman 
from  the  air  and  light,  and  kept  dry,  I  have  begin  to  protmde." — **  In  almost  every 
seldom  known  it  fail.  As  a  means  of  pre-  case,'*  says  Mr.  Bums, "  where  the  forceps 
Tenting  hemorrhage  after  labour,  I  con-  are  beneficial,  the  hesul  has  so  far  entered 
sider  it  vei^  valuable ;  and  shall,  in  several  the  pelvis  as  to  have  Uie  ear  corresponding 
cases  of  this  report,  have  occasion  to  bear  to  the  inner  surface  of  the  pnbes,  and  the 
repeated  and  favourable  testimony  of  its  cranial  bones  touching  the  perineum."— 
power  in  exciting  uterine  contraction,  in  •"  The  forceps,"  says  Dr.  Merriman, 
the  present  case  the  placenta  was  de-  "  should  never  be  employed  till  the  ear  of 
tached  with  some  difficulty,  owing  to  firm  the  child  has  been  within  reach  of  the 
adhesion  and  unusually  weak  cord ;  and  finder  for  at  least  six  hours,  haemorrhage 
having  been  left  for  some  minutes  whilst  ana  convulsions  excepted.**  I  am  far  from 
engaged  about  the  child,  the  utems  re-  wishing  to  iuTalidate  such  rules  as  these, 
laxed,  and  haemorrhage  appeared :  I  did  because  they  are  of  the  utmost  utility  in 
not,  therefore,  wait  lor  the  action  of  the  preventing  those  improper  attempts  at  giv- 
second  dose,  but  immediately  threw  up  Ing  assistance  at  an  early  period  of  labour, 
some  cold  water  into  the  uterus ;  and  thus  which  would  so  often  lead  to  injurious 
having  caused  full  contraction,  effectually  results :  still,  however,  there  are  cases 
prevented  any  further  loss.  where  these  rules  cannut  be  considered  to 
"  Aug.  19, 1833. — Mrs.  Worsley,  set.  36;  apply;  where  there  is  such  a  want  of  pro 
out-patient ;  a  stout,  elderly-looking,  red-  portion  between  the  head  and  pelvis,  that 
faced  woman,  mother  of  three  or  four  chil-  the  expulsory  powers  either  cannot  make 
dren.  Pains  came  on  yesterday  evening ;  the  head  enter  into  the  superior  aperture 
membranes  ruptured  at  midnight,  the  head  at  all,  or  in  so  slight  a  degree,  as  to  ^Ive 

Eartially  entered  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  no  reason  to  expect  that  it  will  pass  into 

ut  not  having  advanced  farther,  in  spite  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis.    The  cranial  inte- 

of  strong  pains,  by  two  o*clock  this  after,  guments*  are  felt  puffy  and  swelled,  from 

noon,  I  was  sent  for.    The  midwife,  by  Uie  obstmcted  circulation  in   the  scalp, 

her  own  account,  had  introduced  her  hand  shewing  that  in  all  probability  the  child  is 

repeatedly  to  turn  the  head,  and  other  im-  alive,  or  was  so  very  recently :  is  this  a  case 

proper  manipulations.    The  patient  was  for  perforation  ?     knowing  the  extraordi- 

very  hot ;  but  as  the  pulse  was  slow  and  nary  powers  which  the  child's  head  pos- 

soft,  the  passages  moist,  and  the  os  uteri  sesses  of  elongating  and  shaping  itself  to 

folly  dilated,  i  did  not  bleed  her.    I  ap-  the  passages  through  which  it  has  to  pass, 

plied  Naegel6*s  forceps  with  tolerable  ease,  and  the  great  degree  of  pressure  which  the 

although  there  was  some  little  difficulty  foetal  brain  will  bear  without  iniury,  are 

in  passing  the  brim  of  the  pelvis.     At  we  not  justified  in  trying  not  only  the  ef- 

first,  my  attempts  to  extract  the  head  ap-  fects  of  extracting,  but  also  of  compress - 

I>eared  to  produce  no  effect,  but,  by  per-  ing  force?     In  labours  of  this  sort,  where 

severing  gently,   and  constantly  moving  the  •bstruction  is  chiefly  at  the  brim  of  the 

the  handles  in  a  circular  direction,  it  at  pelvis,  the  passage  of  the  child  is  rarely 

length  gradually  began  to  move,  and  then  difficult  throughout;  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to 

came  down  quickly.    An  immense  child  own,  that  in  several  cases  where  I  have  ap 
was  bom.    There  was  merely  a  trace  of    plied  the  forceps  and  could  not  stir  the 

pulsation,  which  quickly  disappeared,  in  head,  I  have  been  on  the  point  of  deciding 

spite  of  my  attempts  to  rouse  the  heart  to  perforate,  when,  having  made  one  more 

The  blades  had  pressed  very  tightly,  leav-  trial,  a  sudden  movement  of  the  head  has 

ing  a  large  ecchymosis,  wnich  filled  up  taken  place,  the  difficulty  has  been  passed, 

the  fenestra?.    A  slight  haemorrhage  fol-  and  the  delivery  completed  with  coinpara- 

lowcd,  for  the  room  was  very  hot;  but  tiveease. 

she  did  well.**  I  mention   this   to   impress  upon  the 

I  have  given  this  case  chiefly  with  a  mind^  of  the  junior  members  uf  the  profcs- 

view  to  show  the  practicability  of  apply-  sion  how  seriously  important  it  is,   not 
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only  to  make  an  accurate  examination  as    could  not  only  reach  the  promontory  of  the 

to  tlie  proportions  between  the  head  and  sacrum,  but  at  least  an  inch  of  the  sacrum, 

pelvis,  but  also,  as  far  as  lies  in  our  power,  beneath  the  promontory,   seemed   to  be 

to  form  some  idea  as  to  the  softness  and  convex,  or  at  least  straight,  towards  the 

yielding    nature    of  the    cranial    bones.  P^Mc  cavity,  instead  of  being  concave. 

Above  all,  in  cases  of  this  doubtful  sort,  a  The  patient  did  well, 

minute  and  familiar  acquaintance  with  In  perforating  the  head,  I  follow  a  plan 

the  symptoms  of  the  child's  death  is  of  the  which  was  recommended  to  me  by  my  ex- 

utmost  value  ;  for  the  practitioner  who  de-  oellent  friend.  Professor  Naegel^,  of  Hei. 

lays  to  perforate  the  head  of  a  dead  child,  delberg,  and  which  I  have  found  of  great 

and  thus  prolongs  the  sufferings  of  his  pa-  service  in  facilitating  the  collapse  of  the 

tient,  in  a  labour  where  at  any  rate  the  cranial  bones — viz.  by  introducing  an  elas- 

forceps  must  be  applied,  is  just  as  culpable  tic  tube  into  the  perforation,  and  throwing 

as  he  who  performs  the  operation  without  up  a  powerful  stream  of  warm  water,  to 

sufficient  evidence  of  the  necessity  for  so  dislodge  the  brain  from  its  attachments; 

doing.  the  substance  of  the  brain  is  thus  entirely 

broken    down,    and    comes    away    very 

I  now  come  to  those  cases  of  dystocea  readily;  the  cranial  bones  collapse,  and 

pelvica,  where  the  deformity  of  the  pelvis  the  h^  descends  with  great  ease.    In  the 

was  so  considerable  as  to  require  perfo-  case  of  a  very  deformed  young  woman, 

ration.  whom  I  delivered  by  the  perforator,  only 

"  July  12th,  1833. set.  24,  out-  two  or  three  hours  before  the  commence- 

patient,   a  muscular,   red-haired,   florid,  ment  of  the  year,  the  practice  of  which  I 

Irishwoman ;  married  exactly  nine  months  am  now  recording,  and  where  the  projec- 

and  eight  days.    Labour  pains  came  on  tion  of  the  sacrum  more  resembled  a  se- 

early  this  morning.    At  four  in  the  after-  cond  foetal  head  than  any  thing  else  I  can 

noon  the  head  had  made  but  little  pro-  compare  it  to*,  the  advantage  of  thisprac- 

gress,  resting  on  the  superior  aperture,  and  tice  was  verv  striking ;  the  whole  brain 

feeling  much  swelled ;  could  not  ascertain  came  away  almost  immediately,  the  bonea 

the  position.    As  the  pulse  was  full  and  collapsed,  and  the  head  descended  with 

hard,  the  patient  hot,  and  face  flushed,  I  much  greater  ease  than  in  many  cases 

bled  her  to  J  xxiv.,  producing  only  slight  where  the  deformity  was  by  no  means  sq^ 

faintness.    In  ten  minutes  after,  Ae  pains,  considerable, 

which   had    become  very  inefficient,  re  [To  be  contliiued.] 
turned  with  much  energy ;  the  os  uteri, 

which  previously  had  not  been  completely    " — ' 

dilated,  was  now  open  to  its  full  extent,  „^^^,   ^r>»»T^^^  /%»:.  oTmi^r^r^xro 

and  the  edge,  whiJh  hitherto  had  been  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

thin,  became  soft  and  thick ;  a  large  por-  (Communicated  by  order  of  the  President.) 

tion  of  the  head  had  entered  the  cavitv  of 

the  pelvis;  and  as  all  this  had  taken  place  ~~ 

so  raptdly  after  the  bleeding,  and  the  pains  y^  ^he  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty, 

were  active,  I  was  in  hopes  that  nature  ^     ^ 

would  complete  the  labour,  and  therefore  The  Petition  of  the  Royal  College  of 

left  her  with  the  midwife.     At  six  p.m.  I  Surgeons  in  London, 

was  again  called ;  the  head  had  made  no  Sheweth, 

fofHnt'^?»,?Ti''"KV''lP"'°''?i'^*^  That  by  charters,  granted  by  your  Ma- 

S^  /^ip/H«„v %^  Tr"^  r^^"^'  "'''  J««ty's  Royal   Predfcessors,  tliii   College 

SpnYvn^ji.^^;*^:  JI?"""*^  ^^r   w  was-'incorporated  for  the  advancement  of 

f!^^lilf^Z^fh!^^^''l  T^"'^' **^'  »°'?«ry»  i"J  for  the  examination  of  sur- 

towards  the  brim  the  head  was  fast  wedged.  -«^„„  Li*\^  4U«  »^«<.*  «r  »*.»»;»»  #1100,  o 

I  tried  to  pass  up  a  blade  of  the  fo«Sp,,  & '  rillffn^.w  i^^ 

^,:lrXL'l^rt'^V\l'L^'-  ^^"y^^XZ^^l.  expended 

w».^^.t'fr '  V^IflK?-'  '^^^^^^r™  rendering  it  accessible  and  nsefil  to  the 

water,  and^eonsiderabfe  quantity  of  brain  p„yi„^  »  „  t„  ^^^.^^  ^  jl,^  „t„„,t  „, 


™, \j^.u       vr.v       1  • — -X'  iiament,  in  intrusUng 

nates  passed  throngh  the  pelns  with  con-     '_ ° __^ 

siderable  difficnltr ;  the  placenta  followed  •  _,.        .           .   .     j.      .      .. 

easily,  and  no  hs^iorrii^ce     After  labour  „«J5ji.r"SS^^'.'%'£:  glSy  fw.  iSSIT'SS 

I  examined  the  state  of  the  pelvis,  and  tbrec-quartera. 
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care ;  also,  in  makiDg  and  constantly  in-  Your  petitionera  humbly  submit  to  your 

creasing  a  collection  of  books,  not  only  in  Majesty's  gracious  consideration,  that  the 

all  branches  of  medical  science,  but  in  va.  institution   which  is  called  the  London 

rious  auxiliary  departments  of  knowledge,  University  resembles  the  ancient  and  vene- 

and  in  opening  it  freely  to  ^the  scientific  rated  universities  of  England  only  in  name; 

public,  as  well  as  to  their  own  members.  that  it  is,  in  fact,  a  joint-stock  association, 

That  tbe  museum  and  library  are  at-  established  by  the  subscription  of  money 

tended  with  a  great  annual  expenditure,  in  shares,  which  may  be  bought  and  sold  in 

entirely  defrays  from  the  funds  of  the  the  share  market.    When  first  opened,  it 

Colleee ;  and  that  they  could  not  be  main-  was  under  the  general  direction  of  a  coun- 

tainea  in  their  present  state  of  public  use-  cil,  and  the  immediate  superintendence  of 

fulness   and    efficiency,    if    those    funds  a  resident  head,  called  the  warden ;  and  it 

should  experience  any  material  diminu-  thus  presented  to  public  view  the  outward 

tion.  semblance  of  academic  arrangement  and 

That,  in  fulfilling  the  important  duties  discipline.    These  forms  have  been  mate, 

intnisted  to  them  by  Royal  Charter,  your  riallv  changed,  and  the  office  of  warden 

petitioners  have  constantly  endeavoured  to  has  been  altogether  abolished.    The  insti- 

improve  the  education  of  snigeons,  to  ad-  tution,  having  spent  all  the  money  origi- 

vaoce  the  healing  art,  and  to  uphold  the  nally  subscribed,  has  already  fallen  into 

scientific  character  of  the  country.    They  pecuniary  embarrassments ;  so  that,  ac- 

have  the  satisfaction  of  believing  that  these  cording  to  the  printed  document  issued  by 

efforts  have  been  successful ;  they  do  not  the  council,  the  session   could  not  have 

hesitate  to  affirm,  that  the  members  of  this  been  opened  in  October  1832,  without  the 

Royal    College    have    contributed    verv  assistance  of  a  loan  from  some  proprietors, 

largely  to  the  great  improvements  which  who  have,  therefore,  a  manifest  pecuniary 

surgery  has  received  in  modem  times;  and  interest  in  the  success  of  that  application 

that,  whether  we  regard  the  iutelligence  for  a  charter,  which  they  have  been  parti- 

and  skill  of  the  body  generally,  or  the  cularly  active  in  promoting.    It  has  since 

knowledge  and  public  services  of  indivi-  been  found  necessary  to  raise  a  further 

duals,  English  surgeons  are  not  inferior  to  supply,  by  way  of  mortgage.    The  conse- 

those  of  any  country.  quence  is,  that  the  original  1001.  shares  are 

The  diploma  of  the  College  is  held  in  now  at  a  discount  of  75  per  cent ;  so  that, 

such  high  estimation  by  the  public,  that  for  the  sum  of  25/.,  a  person  may  become 

y           nearly  all  who  enter  the  surgical  profes-  a  proprietor  of  this  institution,  and  have 

sion  consider  it  indispensible  to  their  sue-  a  voice  in  the  appointment  of  professors. 

cess ;  and  its  possession  is  required,  almost  and    in    the    granting    of   the    proposed 

inyariably,  as  a  condition  of  eligibility  to  degrees, 

public  surgical  appointments  of  all  kinds.  Your  petitioners  humbly  submit,  that  a 

Your  petitioners  haying  heard  that  cer-  fluctuating  body  of  shareholders,  amount- 
tain  persons,  acting  on  behalf  of  an  insti-  ing  to  above  1000,  (especially  when  the 
tution  called  the  London  University,  have  shares  may  be  bought  for  25/.)  is  unfit,  by 
applied  to  your  Majesty  for  a  charter  of  in-  its  very  constitution,  to  exercise  the  powers 
corporation,  with  the  power  of  conferring  now  solicited  on  behalf  of  the  London 
medical  degrees,  humbly  submit  to  your  University; — that  this  establishment,  even 
Majesty,  that  the  grant  of  such  a  power  to  if  its  constitution  were  unobjectionable,  is 
)  that  institution,  while  it  would  infringe  entirely  deficient  in  the  essential  requisites 
the  chartered  rights  of  your  petitioners,  of  security  and  stability,  and  can  only  be 
would  be  injurious  and  unjust  to  the  other  regarded  as  an  experiment,  of  which  the 
medical  schools  of  the  metropolis,  which  result  is  at  present  extremely  doubtful, 
your  petitioners  are  bound  to  protect  to  In  consequence  of  the  state  of  the 
the  utmost  of  their  ability,  from  a  long  ex-  finances,  the  council  of  the  University,  be . 
perience  of  their  efficiency  as  instruments  fore  the  opening  of  the  session  in  1833, 
of  professional  education,  and  that  it  withdrew  from  further  pecuniary  responsi. 
would  consequently  be  highly  disadvanta-  bility,  by  giving  up  the  control  of  the 
geous  to  the  public.  schools,  ma  great  measure,  to  the  profes- 

Your  petitioners,— having  heard  that  the  sors,  and  receiving  from  them  a  guarantee 

liberation  of  a  large  class  of  your  Ma-  to  the  amount  of  the  estimated  annual  ex- 

Jesty's  subjects,  who  dissent  from  the  Es-  penditure.     Thenceforth,    therefore,    the 

tablished  Church,  from  the  inconveniences  medical  and  surgical  department  of  the 

under  which  they  labour,  in  consequence  London  University  can  only  be  r^^arded 

of  their  exclusion  from  the  English  univer-  as  an  association  of  teachers  conducting 

sities,  is  alleged  as  a  reason  for  granting  to  the  school  as  a  speculation  of  their  own, 

the  London  University  the  power  of  con-  superior  in   no    respect    to  ^  the  medical 

ferring  degrees, — beg  leave  to  represent  to  schools  of  London,  but  inferior  to  most  of 

your  Majesty  that  no  religious  oistinction  them  in  not  possessing  the  means  of  that 

is  observed  m  conferring  the  diploma  of  practical  instruction  at  the  bed-side  of  the 

this  college.  sick,  without  which  a  due  knowledge  of 
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medicine  and  surgfery  cannot  be  acquired,  a  grant  should  be  referred  by  your  Majesty 

On  the  other  hand,  the  previously  existing  to  the    consideration   of   your   Majesty's 

schools    of   surgery    connected  with  the  most  honourable  Pri?y  Council,  tlicy  may 

great  hospitals  of  the  metropolis  possess  have  the  opportimity  of  being  heard  by 

the  advantages  of  a  well  organized  system  counsel   on    the   subject  matter  of  tins 

of  instruction  both  in  precept  and  in  prac-  petition. 

tice.     In  them  the  great  body  of  English . 

practitioners  have  been  educated,  and  their  „« ,«^^ ,   , *r t^t«  «« . »  ^r 

teachers  have  attained. a  degree  of  cele-  BRISTOL  INFIRMARY. 

brity  as  public  men,  to  which  the  high  -^— 

character  of  English  surgery  may  be  as-  y©  the  Chair^nnn  and  Committee  on 

cribed.  Medical  Education^  ^c.  ^'c. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  humbly  sub-  --^    »  -*      ^ 

mit,that  the  association  of  medical  teachers  Gentlemen, 

in  the  London  University  has  no  claim  to  In  addition  to  the  answers  to  the  qucs- 

any  superiority  of  power  or  privilege  over  tions  contained  in  your  circular,  we  beg 

the  other  meaical  and  surgical  schools  of  leave  to  subjoin  the  following  statement, 

liOndon ;  and  that  to  give  to  the  former  to  which  we  respectfully  call  your  attcn  - 

distinctions  or  privileges  which  are  denied  tion,  as  connected  with  the  subject  which 

to  the  latter,  would  involve  the  double  in-  must  form  no  inconsiderable  portion  of 

justice  of  unfair  preference  and  unmerited  your  inquiries, — viz.  medical  education, 

exclusion.  In    the    year   1735,    Bristol   projected. 

Your  petitioners  beg  leave  to  represent  and,  in  1736,  carried  into  effect,  the  scheme 

that  laiig^  sums  have  been  expended  in  of  an  hospital,  supported  entirely  by  volun- 

founding   and     supporting    the    medical  tary  contributions.     Its  foundation  is  bc- 

schools  of  the  great  hospitals  in  London,  licved  to  be  nearly  coeval  with,  if  not  to 

in  erecting  suitable  buildings,  and  in  pro-  have*  preceded  that  of   the  hospitals  in 

viding  museums,  libraries,  and  the  other  London,  and  of  similar  institutions  in 

requisites  of  professional  education;  that  Scotland   and  Ireland,   (royal,  endowed, 

property  to  a  considerable  amount  is  in-  and     chartered     foundations     excepted.) 

vested  m  these  establishments,  in  which  This  institution  now  contains  from  200  to 

gentlemen  of  abilities,    knowledge,   and  220  in-patients;  outpatients,  from  5000 

zeal,  are  employed  as  teachers.    Among  to  6000:    average  number  of  casualties, 

these  schools,  which  depend  for  their  sue-  about  1200  annually, 

cess  merely  on  the  talents  and  exertions  of  The  whole  range  of  building  is  uniform 

their  teachers,  and  on  their  respective  ad-  and  extensive,    (having    been    re- erected 

vantages  in  other  points,  an  honourable  within  these  few  years),  furnished  with 

competition  exists,  conducive  to  the  pro-  baths,  warm  air,  and  other  modern  eon- 

motion  of  knowledge  and  advantageous  to  veniences,  and  has  attached  to  it  a  spacious 

the  public.  garden  as  a  promenade  for  convalescents; 

Yonr  petitioners  beg  leave  to  express,  in  in  a  word,  no  expense  has  been  spared 

the  strongest  terms,  their  serious  apprehen-  which  could  contribute  to  the  comfort  and 

sion  of  the  public  disadvantage  that  would  recovery  of  the  Inmates, 

result  from  any  measures  calculated  to  de-  This  institution  is  also  enriched  with 

range  the  present  efficient  system  of  mcdi-  a  valuable  and  daily- increasing  museum, 

cal  and  surgical  instruction;    especially  a  library,  a  lecturing  theatre,  and  excellent 

from  the  conferring  on  any  one  school  a  accommodation  for  examinations  and  dis- 

monopoly  of  power,  and  thus  degrading  sections ;  in  the  latter  of  which  our  stu- 

and  injuring  the  other  institutions.  dents  are  almost  daily  engaged  under  the 

Your  petitioners  are  firmly  convinced  able  superintendence  of  the  house-surgeon, 

that  the  occupation  of  teaching,  and  the  The   ordinary    disbursements   are    an- 

power  of  examining  and  conferring  de-  nually  from  50002.  to  6000/. ;   and  there 

grees,  ought  to  be  exercised,  as  they  now  has  been   lately  expended,  in  providing 

arc,  by  distinct  institutions ;  and  that  the  accommodation  for  tne  out  patients,  about 

union,  in  one  and  the  same  institution,  of  3000/.  in  a  supplementary  building, 

these  discordant  attributes,  must  be  at-  It  may  not  be  amiss  here  to  recount  the 

tended  with  danger  to  the  public  welfare,  advantages  which  the  city  of  Bristol  pos- 

on  the  numerous  occasions  in  which  the  sesses  for  a  great  medical  establishment : 

interest  of  the  teacher  and  the  duty  of  with  a  population  equal  to  that  of  most  of 

the  examiner  would  interfere  with  each  the  capitals  of  Europe,  with  a  large  and 

other.  well-regulated  hospital,  and  also  a  medi- 

Your  petitioners  therefore  most  humbly  cal  school,  the  student  may  here  learn  not 

pray  that  your  Majesty  will  not  grant  to  only  the  principles  and  practice  of  mcdi- 

tbc  institution    which    has  assumed  the  cine  and  surgery,  but  also  w^itness  on  a 

name  of  the  London  University  the  power  great  scale,  die  nature  of  most  of  the 

of  conferring  medical  degrees;   and  they  diseases     and    accidents     which    afllict 

further  pray  that  if  tlie  expediency  of  such  mankind. 
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With  the  above  statement  before  yoo,  are  of  opinion,  that  the  above  regnlation 
gentlemen,  it  will  perhaps  be  a  matter  of  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  which 
surprise  that  there  could  have  existed  any  requires  an  attendance  of  six  months  as  a 
doubt  of  the  propriety  of  conceding  to  us  walking  pupil  at  one  of  the  hospitals  in 
the  ability  to  qualify  any  students  fur  London,  in  addition  to  an  attendance  dnr- 
examination ;  yet  the  fact  is,  that  it  is  ing  one  or  more  years  at  a  recognized  pro- 
only  since  the  fl5ih  of  November,  1831,  that  vincial  hospital,  as  a  necessarr  condition 
we  hare  been  **  recognized"  by  the  College  for  obtaining  the  diploma  of  the  Collego, 
of  Surgeons,  and  even  then  partially,  as  is  highly  objectionable,  and  for  the  follow- 
our    dressing  apprentices  of   five    years  ing  reasons: — 

standing  are  at  present  under  apercmp.  1st,  Because  it  is  unnecessary :  a  student 

tory  obligation  of  walking,  as  it  is  termed,  may   spend  the  prescribed  time  quite  as 

some  one  or  other  of  the  London  hospitals  profitably  in  attendance  at  a  recognized 

for  a  period  of  six  months.     On  this  sub-  provincial  hospital  as  upon  those  in  Lon- 

ject,  it  is  remarkable  that  the  regulation  of  don.    In  fact,  with  the  exception  of  four 

the  College  should  only  require  a  walking  or  five  of  the  metropolitan  hospitals,  the 

attendance  of  twelve  mouths  in  a  London  recognized  provincial  hospitals  are  upon 

hospital,   from    young    men    who   never  a  larger  scale  than  those  of  the  metropolis, 

before  may  have  been  within  the  walls  of  2d,    Because    it   is    injurious  to    the 

an  v  hospital ;  while  our  apprentices  have  not  morals  of  st  udents.    It  is  a  notorious  fact, 

only  witnessed  the  practice  of  the  Bristol  that  students,  after  a  residence  of  only  a 

Infirmary^  but  have  been  constant! v  em-  few  months  in  the  capital,  frequently  fall 

ployed  as  dressing  pupils,  and  in  the  cnaige  into  practices  of  dissipation  and  immora- 

of  casualties,  for  a  period  of  Jive  years.  lity,  foreign  to  their  previous  habits,  and 

"this  representation,  we  presume,  en-  ruinous  to  their  future  usefulness,  respec- 

titles  the  Bristol  Infirmary  to  be  justly  tabiiity,  and  happiness, 

considered  an  hospital  of  the  first  class.  Zd,  Because  it  has  a  tendency  to  ren- 

Even  in  the  metropolis  there  are  not  above  der  provincial  education  less  efficient  Uian 

four  or  five  that  exceed  it,  either  in  size  or  it  would  otherwise  be.     It  has  often  been 

importance,  as  a  school  for  scientific  and  observed,  that  students  neglect  to  make  a 

practical  surgery ;  and  none  surpass  it  as  proper  use  of  the  advantages  afforded  to 

to  the  regulations  established  by  its  gover-  them  in  their  attendance  at  a  recognized 

iiors  for  the  education  of  the  students,  provincial  hospital,  from  a  notion  that  the 

It  may  be  asserted,  that  no  hospital  in  the  full  prosecution  of  their  studies  may  be 

kingdom  affords  greater  opportunities  for  delayed  until  their  residence  in  London, 

the  acquirement  of  medical  and  surgical  where  they  imagine  that  the  opportunities 

knowledge.  On  this  subject  the  surgeonsare  of  acquiring  professional  knowledge  will 

desirous  oftlie  fullest  investigation;  and,  as  be  more  worthy  their  attention;   and  in 

some  proof,  they  beg  to  refer  to  every  one  consequence  tliey  crowd  into    that  brief 

of  their  students  who  have  attended  in  period  a  far  greater  number  of  pursuits 

Ijondon,  who  will  confirm  the  fact  from  than  their  time  or  their  previously-formed 

their  owu   experience   and    observation :  habits  and  inclinations  will  enable  them  to 

besides,  it  is  well  known  that  students  who  follow  with  any  prospect  of  advantage, 

have  received  their  medical  education  at  4th,  Because  it  occasions  a  very  considera- 

tfais  infirmary  have  acquitted  themselves  bie  increase  in  the  pecmtiary  expetiditure  of  the 

with  marked  ability  as  candidates  for  their  studentj  without  advantages  in  any  degree  cor- 

diplomas,  when  under  examination  at  the  respondent  to  the  extent  of  the  outlay. 

College  of   Suiigeons  and   Apothecaries'  Lastly,  Because  it  implies  an  invidious 

Hall.  distinction  between  the  surgeons  of  the 

For  these  and  many  other  reasons  the  recognized  provincial  hospitals  and  those 

surgeons   of  the  Bristol  Infirmary  have  of  tne  metropolitan  institutions ;    a  dis. 

ever  considered  the  following  regulation  of  tinction  which  cannot  be  supported  by  a 

the  council  of  the  Royal  College  of  Sur-  fair  comparative  estimate  of  tneir  respec- 

geons  as  oppressive  and  unjust ;  but  they  tive  attainments  and  capabilities. 

are  willing  to  believe  founded  on  an  erro-  In  addition,  we  beg  to  draw  your  atten- 

neous  view  of  the  opportunities  the  Bristol  tion  to  the  circumstance,  that  not  only  has 

Infirmary  affords  of  cultivating  medical  sci-  the  time  prescribed  for  professional  study 

cnce: — Pupils  and  apprentices,  when  can-  been  of  late  considerably  lengthened,  with 

didates  for  the  diploma,  must  bring  proof  a  corresponding  augmentation  of  expense, 

'<  of  having  attended  during  twelve  months  the  but  the  number  of  branches    of  science 

guTgical  practice  of  a  recognized  hospital  inLon-  which  must  be  attended  to,  has  also  been 

don,  Dublin,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  or  Aberdeen,  greatly  increased. 

or  J  or  six  months  in  any  one  of  such  hospitals.  Gentlemen,  we  will  take  up  your  time 

and  twelve  months  in  any  recognized  provincial  no  longer  than  to  submit  to  you,  that  we 

hospital*^  require  redress,  and  to  repeat   that  the 

The  surgeons  of  the  Bristol  'Infirmary  Bristol   Infirmary  has  a  fair   claim,   in 
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every  point  of  view,  for  admittance  into 

the  nrst  class  of  hospitals  in  the  United 

Kingdom. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  servants, 

(Signed)         Richard  Smith. 

William  Hetlino. 

Richard  Lowe. 

Henry  Daniel. 

Nathaniel  Smith. 

The  Snrg MB!  of  the  Brittol  Inflrmsry. 

Bristol  Infirmary  Consaltation  Room, 
April  22,  1834. 

To  Henry  Warhwion,  Eaj.,  3f.P., 
d^c.  &!c.t  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
miltee  on    Medical   Education,    ^ 
Houu  of  Commontf  London, 


ROYAL  INSTITUTION. 

Friday,  April  26. 


tiftalijt  falte  and  unfounded.  I  never  ob- 
tained for  him  a  dsird,  or  admitted  him  to 
any  mecling  at  the  College;  nor  indeed 
did  he  ever  make  application  to  me  on  the 
subject.— I  am,  sir, 

Yoar  obedient  servant, 

John  B.  Sbdowick. 

Royal  Colleg*  of  Physicians, 
April  29, 1884. 


WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  of  BURIALS, 
From  Bills  of  Mortality,  April  29,  1831. 


on  the  pyramids  of  EGYPT. 

Mr.  Davidson  gave  an  interesting  lectnre 
on  Uiis  subject,  which  he  began  by  correct- 
ing some  errors  into  which  the  commenta- 
tors and  interpretors  of  Herodotus  have 
fallen.  He  then  described  the  locality  Jn 
which  the  three  great  pyramids  are  fitu. 
ated,  traced  the  various  passages  and  cham- 
bers which  have  been  explored  in  that  of 
Cheops,  and  mentioned  many  particulars 
derived  from  personal  acquaintance  with 
these  structures.  In  conclusion,  he  gave 
his  opinions  at  some  length  on  tiie  proba- 
ble origin  and  purpose  of  pyramidal  struc 
tures,  as  they  are  found  in  different  parts 
of  the  world,  in  Mexico  as  well  as  in 
Egypt  They  seem  to  have  been  erected 
soon  after  the  flood,  probably  about  the 
time  the  tower  of  Baoel  was  built,  and 
with  a  similar  design.  But  there  appears 
to  be  abundant  evidence  that  sacred  pur- 
poses were  kept  in  view  by  those  who  had 
the  ordering  of  their  erection;  and  that 
many  of  them  'have  been  used  as  re- 
positories for  the  dead,  admits  not  a 
reasonable  donbt.. 


AliBcess  .       1 

Age  and  Debility .  85 
Apoplexy  •  .  6 
Asthma  •  .  18 
Childbirth  .  .  4 
Consumption  .  ffS 
CooTulslont  .  37 
Croop  ...  6 
Dentition  or  TeethlnglO 
Diarrhoea  1 

Dropay  .11 

Dropsy  on  the  Brain  16 
Dropsy  on  the  Chest  1 
Dysentery    ,  I 

Erysipelas  .  .  1 
FeTer  ...  7 
Fever,  Scarlet  .  4 
Fever,  Typhos  .  1 
Qout  ...  2 
Heart,  dlaeaaed  .        1 

Decrease  of  Burials,  as  compared  with  >    .^ 
the  preceding  week       •       .       •  3     ' 
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Kept  at  Edmonton,  Latitude  51®  37'  32"  N. 
Longitude  0®  3'  51"  \V.  of  Greenwich. 


Hooping- Cough   .  19 

Inflammation       .  28 

Bowels  &  Stomach  8 

Brain  I 

Lnngs  and  Pleura  6 

Insanity       •        •  2 

Liver,  diseased    •  8 

Meanles        .        •  10 

Mortlflcation         .  1 

Paralysis      •  4 

Rheumatism         •  1 

Small-Pox     .        •  2 

Sore   Throat    and 

Qninsey    .  1 

Spasms         •        .  ft 

Stone  and  Gravel  I 

Unknown  Causes  1 

Stillbom      .        .12 


jtpril,  1884. 

Thursday .  24 
Friday  .  .25 
Saturday  .  28 
Sunday  .  .  27 
Monday .  .  28 
Tuesday .  .  29 
Wednesdayap 


TasaiiuMBTftiu 

from  82  to  86 

81  69 

87  66 

40  68 

41  60 
46  64 
46  66 


Bakombtbr. 

80-24  to  30.26 
80-10      80*12 


.80  03 
29-60 
29-81 
20-48 
29-46 


29  86 
29  80 
29-86 
29*49 
29^ 


Wind  mriable,  S.  prevailhig. 
R^n  frequent  In  showers  on   the  three  last 
days  {  otherwise  geocrally  clear. 
Rain  fallen,  ^  of  an  inch. 

Charles  Hbhrt  Adams. 


NOTE  RELATIVE  TO  MOSCATL 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Sir, 

My  name  having  been  mentioned  in  Mos- 
cati's  pamphlet,  and  particularlj  in  Uiat 
part  of  it  Quoted  in  the  last  number  of 
your  journal,  I  beg  to  state  tbat  the  asser- 
tion therein  made,  of  my  having  procured 
for  him  a  card  of  invitation  to  the  evening 
meetings  of  tlie  College  of  Physicians,  is 


NOTICES. 

The  letter  of  a  General  Practitioneb^ 
on  which  we  have  some  remarks  to  offer, 
has  been  left  out  this  week  for  want  of 
ruom. 

Pendulum  is  too  severe.  He  is  over 
anxious  to  crush  a  bruised  reed. 

The  paper  on  the  Lobelia  Inflata  is 
quite  too  voluminous  for  our  pages.  It 
would  renulre  careful  abridgment  and 
much  condensation  before  we  could  ven- 
ture to  lay  it  before  our  readers. 

W.  Wi  lson;  Printer,  67,  Skinner-Str«et,  London. 
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LECTURES  entire.    If,  however,  the  membranes  be 

^  exoeedinffly  strong,  as  occasionally  they 

are,  —  although    posscjising    their    usual 

'                THEORY  AND  PRACTICE    OF  thinness  and  pellucidity,  —  it  is  evident 

MIDWIFERY;  that  the  yerv  circumstance  of  the  bog 

remainmg  whole  after  the  full  dilatation 

iMivned  at  t/M  London  Hospital,  of  the  parts  is  effected,  will  necessarily 

n     T^              TT   n                        ««^  *x  more  or  less  prolonir  the  labour:  since  the 

Bit  Francis  H.  Ramsbotham,  M.D.  ^^^^  ^lust  either  pass  unbroken,  or  a 

-.._  greater  force  than  orainary  must  be  exerted 

YYVT  ^  ^^^  uterus  to  destroy  its  integrity.     It 

Lecture  aAAI.  ig  not  to  he  expected  that  the  ovum  will  be 

DIFFICULT  LABOUR.  expelled  whole,  provided  the  term  of  gcs- 

tation  be  nearly  perfected ;  nor  indeed  is 

/>                CACBE8  REFERABLE  TO  THE  OVUM.  g„ch  an  cvcut  desiraWc,  because  of  the 

I   HAVE  alraady  said  that  the  causes  of  dangers  which  must  accrue  both  to  the 

lingering  labour    referable  to   the  ovum  mother  and  the  foetus ;— to  the  mother,  in 

arc  described  as  being,-^*/,  pretematnml  consequence    of    the    great    probability 

toughness  of  the  membranes ;  secondly,  the  of  haemorrhage  from  the  sudden  emptying 

bead  being  larger  than  usual,  either  from  of  the  uterine  cavitv ;— to  the  foetus,  from 

natural  healthy  formation,  deformity,  or  its  being  deprived  of  the  means  of  life 

disease ;  —  thirdly^   the    head    being    too  through  the  placental  circulation  before  it 

strongly  ossified,   though  not   of  larger  <»n  enjoy   the  equivalent  advantage  of 

dimensions  than  oidinary  i—fotaihly,  mal-  respiration.    Some  instances,  indeed,  are 

position  of  the  head  i-^Jiftkly,  ascites  or  recorded  in  which  the  ovum,  nearly  ma 

tympanites  of  the  fcBtal  abdomen  J— iLrtAiy,  tured,  has  passed  cnUre;   but  these  are 

the  umbilical  cord  being  unnaturally  short,  exceedingly  lare. 

or  being  twisted  around  the  body  or  limbs  I    have    already    laid    it  down   as   a 

of  the  fcBtus ;— KuwuWv,  unusual  bulk  of  principle,  that  in  ordinary  cases,  so  far 

the  trunk  or  limbs,  arising  either  IVom  ™m  desiring  the  early  rupture  of  the 

exuberance  of  natural  growth,  or  from,  membranes,  we  should  be  anxious  to  pre- 

eigkihiy,  monstrosity.  Some  of  these  causes  "rve  them  as  long  as  possible  ;-until,  in. 

exert  a  most  powerful  influence  in  retard,  ^eed,  they  have  perfectly  opened  the  os 

ing  labour;  while  others,— as  far  at  least  "teri,  distended  the  vagina,  and  somewhat 

as  delay  in  the  expulsion  of  the  head  is  protruded  externally.    As  soon,  however, 

concerned,— must  be  considered  of  little  or  »»  they  have  appeared  in  the  least  outwanl 

no  aoeount.  to  the  vulva,  we  may  suppose  that  all  the 

,  advantage  which  can  be  derived  from  them 

PRETERNATiRAL  TOUGHNESS  OF  THE  hag  \^^  gained;  and,  should  they  sUll 

MEMB&ANE8.  resist  the  power  of  the  uterine  contrac- 

Thii  is  byno  means  a  very  frequent  cause,  tions,  we  may  conclude  that  their  preter- 

nor  is  it  difficult  to  overcome,  when  clearly  natural  toughness  is  retarding  the  exit  of 

distinguished :  it  is,  indeed,  by  far  more  the  head. 

common  for  a  premature  rupture  of  the  Treatment. — In  this  simple  case  it  is  only 

membranons  cyst  to  produce  a  protraction  necessary  to  perforate  the  bag  with  the  ex> 

of  the  proeess ;  since  the  passages  are  then  tremity  of  the  finger,  a  pointed  quill,  or  a 

deprived  of  the  advantage  of  that  s<ift  stilctte :  the  waters  will  escape ;  the  head 

dilating  medium    which  it  offers   when  of  the  child  will  then  enter  tlie  pelvis,  if  it 

336— XIV. 
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has  not  previously  done  so;  and, — provided  Rare  as  the  lost  cause  of  protraction 

this  he  the  sole  cause  of  delay, — the  diffi-  must  necessarily  be,  it  is  still  more  uncom- 

culty  will  immediately  vanish.  mon  for  a  monstrous  formation  of  the 

It    is    remarked    by    some    obstetrical  head  to  impede  its  transit:  the  most  nsual 

teachers,  that  as  the  nrinarv  bladder  occa-  irregularity  in  development  is  a  want  of 

siounlly  prolapses  before  the  head  of  the  brain,  of  which  you  have  some  striking 

child  under  labour,  it  might  be  mistaken  specimens  before  you ;   and  such  a  mal- 

for  the  membranous  cyst,  and  be  ruptured ;  formation  can  offer  no  impediment  under 

and  I  have  heard  Dr.  Hamilton  state,  that  labour.    It  is  possible,  however,  for  other 

he  has  actually  known  an  incautious  prac-  deformities  to  exist ;    and  each  of  these 

titioner  so  far  forgret  himself  as  to  perforate  cases  must   be  treated  aqpording   to  its 

the  coats  of  the  bladder  in  mistake.     It  own  peculiarities,  since  no  general  rule 

cannot  be  necessary  for  me  to  give  you  the  can  be  laid  down  for  our  guidance,  except 

diagnostic  marks  between  the  bladder  and  that  so  frequently  quoted, 

the  membranes  of  the  ovum;  I  should  pre-  Children  are   occasionally    bom  with 

sume  that  no  man  who  has  attended  in  the  tumors  attached  to  the  head,  as  you  see  in 

least  to  the  science  of  midwifery,  can  make  the  instances  on  the  table.    These  usually 

such  an  egregious  blunder.  contain  fluid,  and  would  offer  but  little 

It  ap])ears  to  me  much  more  probable,  resistance  to  the  accomplishment  of  the 
tliat  the  prolapsed  bladder  shoula  be  mis-  process  of  parturition.  A  collection  of 
taken  for  a  watery  cyst,  the  result  of  dis-  water  witiiin  the  foetal  skull  itself— con- 
eased  action, — an  enlarged  orary,  for  in-  stituting  congenital  hydrocephalus — is  a 
stance,— and  that  it  should  be  punctured  less  infrequent  disease ;  though  this  is  also 
with  a  sharp  instrument,  under  that  ernw  very  rare.  It  has  been  my  lot,  however,  to 
neons  impression.  The  diagnosis  would  meet  with  such  an  enlai^ment  on  many 
be  most  easy ;  the  introduction  of  the  ca-  occaJons.  Thequantitv  of  fluid  effnsedis 
theter  would  withdraw  the  fluid,  and  dis.  sometimes  extraordinarily  great  Thisfoetal 
sipate  the  swelling ;  and  I  should  really  skull  [presenting  it]  would  hold  a  pint,  in- 
hopeno  person  would  propose  tapping  a  dependently  of  the  brain;  but  I  have  known 
fluctuating  tumor  in  the  pelvis,  through  the  instances  where  the  head  was  very  much 
vagina,  without  previously  evacuating  the  larger  than  the  one  I  hold  in  my  hand, 
blaidder.  So  obvious  is  the  necessity  of  even  previously  to  birth, 
such  a  proceeding,  so  simple,  easy,  ana  sa*  Now  although  the  relative  normal  size 
tisfactory,  is  this  mode  of  arriving  at  the  which  ought  to  exist  between  the  pel- 
truth,  that  when  speaking  of  pelvic  tu-  ris  and  the  h^  is  here  destroyed,  and 
mors,  I  neither  thought  it  worth  while  to  the  difiiculty  and  danger  must  be  in  pro- 
insist  on  your  using  the  catheter,  as  a  portion  to  the  dimensions  the  head  has 
means  of  diagnosis,  nor  to  warn  yon  acquired,  it  does  not  follow  as  a  matter  of 
against  falling  into  such  a  fatal  error,  as  necessity  that  the  woman  would  die  unde- 
mistaking  a  distended  bladder  fbr  an  en-  livered  if  art  did  not  step  in  to  rescue  her: 
largement  of  morbid  {pt>wth.  for  I  have  already  mentioned  a  case  in 

which  a  head,  containing  a  pint  of  fluid, 

HEAn  PRETERNATrRALi.Y  ENLARGED.  ^^  squcezcd  wholc  through  the  pelvis,  to 

The  second  cause  referable  to  the  ovum  the  great  danger  of  the  sacro- iliac  liga- 
is  a  pretematnrally  large  head,  either  from  ments  and  the  pelvic  viscera  themselves, 
healthy  formation,  monstrosity,  or  disease.  In  other  instances,  when  putrefaction  has 
We  have  already  learned  that  the  size  and  occurred  to  a  oonsiderable  extent  before 
weight  of  infants  at  birth  vary  exceed-  the  commencement  of  labour,  I  have 
ingly;— that  my  father  was  once  present  known  the  scalp  to  burst,  and  the  fluid 
at  the  birth  of  a  child  which  weighed  six-  to  be  evacuated:  the  bones  have  then  col- 
teen  pounds  and  a  half  avoirdupois ;  and  lapsed^  the  difficulty  has  been  over,  and 
we  mar  naturally  conclude,  that  when  the  the  flattened  head  has  protruded.  But  in 
general  bulk  so  prodigiously  exceeds  the  other  cases,— and  they  are  by  far  the  most 
common  average,  the  head  will  partake  of  frequent,— instrumental  aid  will  be  found 
the  exuberant  growth,  and  occasion  a  pro-  necetwary  before  delivery  can  be  effected, 
portionate  difficulty  under  labour.  There  is  great  danger  in  allowing  a 

In  such  a  case  it  is  probable  that  the  festal  head,  eidaroed  by  hydrocephalic  dis- 
true  cause  of  protraction  will  not  be  dis-  ease,  to  remain  for  along  time  locked  in 
covered  until  tne  head  hare  entered  the  the  pelvic  cavity ;  because,  as  I  have  before 
pelvis,  or  engaged  somewhat  in  the  snpe-  mentioned,  IVom  its  compressibility  and 
rior  strait.  But  its  mere  extraordinary  the  open  state  of  thefontanelles,itso  com- 
size  would  not  influence  our  treatment,  or  pletefv  adapts  itself  to  the  shape,  and 
abrogate  the  general  rule — that  we  should  moulds  itself  into  the  irregularities  of  the 
desist  from  interfering  instrumentally  un-  cavity,  as  to  produce  constant,  strong,  un- 
til symptoms  supervened  indicative  of  dis-  interrupted,  and  almost  universal  pressure 
tress,  and  requiring  relief.  upon  the  lining  structures,  to  their  im- 
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minent  and  certain  hazard.    We  should  child,  then,  likely  to  be  a  comfort  to  its  pa- 

naturally  expect  sloughing:  to  occur :    the  rents? — Is  it  likely  ever  to  enjoy  the  perfect 

bladder  and  the  rectum  inight  be  impli-  possession  ofitsfacultieA,  whether  corporeal 

cated,  and  a  fatal  termination  result.  or  intellectual  ?~Is  it  likely  to  become  an 

Such  being  the  dangers  attendant  on  nseful  citizen,  or  valuable  member  of  so- 

this    case,    it    becomes  a  matter  of  the  ciety? — The  probability  is  much  against 

greatest   possible  consequence,   that   we  even  the  least  of  these  advantages. — Can 

shonld  detect  a   hydrocepbalio  head    as  we,  then,  for  a  moment  put  the  woman's 

early  in  the  process  as  possible :  nor  is  the  safety  in  competition  with  the  preservation 

diagnosis  difficult.    We  may  ascertain  the  of  a  hydrocephalic  child  ? — If  it  be  ob- 

existence  of  the  disease  by  the  volume  of  jected  that  life  must  necessarily  be  de. 

the  head  being  so  much  greater  than  ordi-  stroyed  by    adopting   the    measures  just 

nary,  by  the  bones  being  so  much  wider  recommended,  and  tiiat  it  is  the  duty  of 

apart,  the  fontanelles  and  sutures  being  the  physician  to  preserve  life,  if  possible, 

more  open  and  discernible,  and  by  there  under  the  most  aggravated  circumstances 

being  a  certain  degree  of  fluctuation  evi.  of  pain,  miseiy,  helplessness,  and  fatuity, 

dent  within  the  skull.    These  peculiarities  I  would  answer,  here  is  life  pitted  against 

it  will  certainly  not  be  easy  to  discriminate  life ; — the  life  of  the  mother  of  a  family,  in 

before  the  os  uteri  is  dilated  to  a  moderate  other  respects  healthy,  against  the  puny, 

extent;  or  if  we  are  content  with  inquiring  slender,  scarce  animal  vitality  of  a  diseased 

by  the  first  finger  of  the  right  hand :  but  I  infant.    Even  should  the  child  pass  aUve, 

have  before  laid  it  down  as  a  maxim,  that  and  the  woman   also  be  preserved,  her 

we  should  introduce  two  or  more  fingers  of  structures  must  be  seriously  endangered ; 

the  left  hand,  to  determine  the  cause  of  and  two  miserable  ioitanccs  of  sloughing, 

delay,  provided  the  labour  be  not  progress-  when  the  head  was  full  of  serous  fluid, 

ing  satisfactorily ;    and  even  should  the  have    come    und^    my   own    immediate 

Eelvic  cavity  be  but  little  occupied  by  the  notice,  occaaiiMied  by  the  praiseworthy— 

ead,  we  shall  in  most  instances  be  able,  though  in  the  case  under  consideration, 

with  care  and  attention,  to  satisfy  our-  falaefy^Minded  —  horror  inspired  by  the 

selves  of  the  true  nature  of  the  case.  idea  m  craniotomy.    In  following  up  this 

TreatmenU  —  Having,  then,  deteeted  m  practice,  however,  let  us  beware  of  error ; 

hydrocephalic  head  either  above  lfe4rim  — let  not  our  ignorance  lull  us  into  a  fatal 

or  occupying  the  cavity  of  tfe  pelvis,  what  assurance.     Let  us  be  perfectly  certain  of 

must  hf  nnr  nnwtinr?  ■  Air  Trr  to  act  on  the  the  existence  of  disease  in  the  fcetal  head 

Iwsff tHbre  so  often  enjoined,  of  before  we  take  the  perforator  in   hand. 

tam|a0longaspossible,compatiblewith  What  an  appalling  and  sickening  feeling 

patient's  streng^,  before  affording  any  must  overspread  the  mind  of  that  man 

means    of  relief  ?-»are  we  to  incur  the  who  plunges  the  murderous  instrument 

hazard  of  contusion,  inflammation,  and  into  the  centre  of  the  brain  of  a  living, 

sloughing  ?— are  we  to  run  the  risk  of  the  healthy  foetus,  under  the  erroneous  belief 

patient's  powers  becoming  exhausted  by  in  the  presence  of  hydrocephalus!     What 

useless  struggles ;— of  her  system  being  so  would  his  sensations  be,  when,  instead  of 

much  depressed  as  to  endanger  her  sinking?  the  expected  water,  a  stream  of  pure  and 

— 'Certainly  not  When  we  have  ascertained  unmixed  blood  flows  from  the  inflicted 

that  nature  is  unable  to  overcome  the  difli-  wound !     What  bitter  remorse  must  ovcr- 

culty    except  at  a  great  expenditure  of  whelmhim,  when,  after  the  keenness  of  tlie 

power,  we  are  fully  warranted  in  having  first  shock  has  passed    away,  leisure  is 

recourse  to  early  perforation,  that  the  fluid  afforded  him  to  conteni]>Iatc  the  r&shness 

may  be  evacoated,  mid  an  opportunity  of  his  conduct ! — The  mischief  is  done; — 

afforded  to  the  bones  to  collapse;  the  case  the  death  blow  is  struck  ;— the  act  is  irre- 

wiU  then  most  probably  be  terminated  bv  Tocable ! 
the  oontraotion  of  the  uterus  alone.   I  think 

myself  justified  in  offering  this  recom-  unusual  firmness  and  malposition  op 

mendation,  because  of  the  danger  of  inflam-  ^*'*  head. 

mation,  and  all  the  dreadful  consequences  As  occasionally  an  exuberance  of  growth 

which  may  follow  impaction  of  the  head  takes  place  throughout  the  whole  fcetal 

•*— because  of  the  dight  probability  there  body,  so  at  other  times  we  observe  some  of 

exists  of  the  ultimate  preservation  of  the  the  systems  more  particularly  developed 

child's  life.    Suppose  even  that  the  infant  than  others;  and  this  is  most  remarkable 

was  bom  living,  is  it  likely  to  survive  for  in  regard  to  the  skeleton.      The  cranial 

any  length  of  time  ?~  Is  it  probable  that  bones  partaking  of  this  increased  deposit 

the  disease,  originating  in  an  early  period  of  osseous  matter,  become  thicker,  harder, 

of  pregnancy,  will  be  removed,  or  even  sus-  and  firmer  than  is  usual ;  the  membranous 

pended? — Are  we  not  rather  to  expect  that  spaces    which  separate  them  from  each 

It  will  go  on  increasing,  to  the  ultimate  other  are  diminished  in  extent ;   and  such 

destruction  of  the  little  sufferer? — Is  the  a  degree  of  solidity  is  imparted  to  the  en- 
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tire  head,  that  it  ia  incapable  of  under-  medical  attendant.    On  the  hand  being 

going  that  compression  which  so  mate-  passed  into  the  pelris,  along  the  body  of 

rialiv  lessens  its  lateral  diameter,  and  so  the  child  anteriorly,  it  would  detect  the 

much  facilitates  its  transit   Proportionate  abdomen,  large  and  distended,  soft  and 

difficulty  will  therefore  be  produced  under  fluctuating  to  the  feel,  entirely  blocking 

labour,  and  the  same  effects  will  result  as  up  the  pelvic  brim. 

though  the  head  was  actually  of  eiLtra.  If  our  endeavours  to  perfect  the  birth  by 

traordinary  size.  traction  at  the  neck,  or  by  hooking  the 

It  is  not  probable  that  this  peculiar  con-  finger  or  some  blunt  instrument  under  the 

formation  will  be  detected  early  in  the  axilla,  were  not  crowned  with  success,  we 

labour;  but  when  delay  in  the  descent  of  should  be  compelled  to  diminish  the  bulk  of 

the  head  appears,  we  may  be  able  to  satisfy  the  body  by  evacuating  the  contained  fluid. 

onrselTcs  both  that  it  is  not  larger  than  This  could  easily  be  effected  by  a  trocbar, 

common,  and  also  that  it  is  more  strongly  or  even  by  the  obstetric  perforator.    The 

ossified  than  usual,  by  the  introduction  of  only  objection  which  could  be  started  to 

two  or  more  fingers  -of  the  left  hand  up  to  the  performance  of  this  operation,  consists 

the  pelvic  brim,  as  before  more  than  once  in  its  apparent  cruelty ;  but  every  conside- 

advised.    This  latter  indication  we  may  ration  must  give  way  to  the  preservation  of 

collect    as    well    from   tlie  preternatural  the  wonuin's  life;   and  we  shall   mostly 

solidity  of  its  feel,  as  from  the  indistinct-  find,  that  the  child  has  ceased  to  exist  be- 

ness  of  the  sutures  and  fontanelles,  and  fore  this  means  of  delivery  has  become  iie- 

the  small  space  which  they  occupy.  cessary.     Unless    it    be    breathing    vigo- 

Regarding  the  treatment  of  such  a  case,  I  rously,  the  pressure  exerted  on  the  umbili- 

have  nothing  to  offer  beyond-  the  instruc  cal  cord  will  moat  likely  have  destroyed  it; 

tions  so  often  inculcated  ;~that  we  should  and  that  pressure  must  have  been  carried 

wait  as  long  as  is  consistent  with  the  to  a  great  extent,  if  we  are  unable  to  with- 

woman's    safety ;    and,  when  compelled,  draw  the  body  without  puncturing  the  pe- 

use  those  means  most  applicable  to  the  ritoncal  sac. 

case :  the  long  or  short  forceps,  if  the  head  Tympanites  is  the  effect  of  putrefaction ; 

have  descended  sufficiently  low  to  lie  with-  and  gas  will  be  generated  in  the  abdomi- 

in  their  grasp;   the  perforator,  if  by  its  nal  cavitv,  in  the  intestinal  canal  itself, 

agency  alone  we  can  snatch  the  patient  &nd  in  the  cellular  structure  underneath 

from  impending  death.  the  skin. 

Having  already  fully  discussed  the  sub-  We  can  have  no  difficulty  in  detcrmin- 

jcct  of  malposition  of  tlie  head  in  the  lee-  ing  that  putrefaction  has  occurred  after 

tare  on  irregnlanties  of  head  pretentation,  it  the  head  is  born ;  the  cuticle  will  desqua- 

cannot  be  necessary  for  me  to  enter  again  mate  most  easily,  and  the  scalp  itself  will 

upon  this  cause  of  lingering  labour ;  and  be  emphysematous.    If,  under  this  state  of 

as  far  as  respecU  the  treatment,  I  have  thinss,  difficulty  occur  in  the  passage  of 

nothing  to  add  to  the  instructions  I  for.  tlie  shoulders,  we  can  be  at  little  loss  to 

merly  gave.  understand  the  cause ;  and  should  we  be 

disappointed  in  our  attempts  to  liberate 

ASCITES  AND  TYMPANITES  OF  THE  ^^xe  iSfaut  by  the  fiugcr,  OT  blunt  hook 

F(£TAL  ABDOMEN.  passcd  nround  the  shoulder,  we  must  here 

An  effusion  of  fluid  will  sometimes  take  also  perforate  the  abdomen,  let  out  the  air, 

place  during  foetal  life  into  the  thoracic  and  give  an  opportunity  for  the  body  to 

and  abdominal  cavities:  both  hydrothorax  collapse.    The  diminution  in  bulk   wiU 

and  ascites,  however,  as  congenital  dis-  then  readily  allow  its  extraction.     When 

eases,  are  very  rare ;   the  latter  is  perhaps  putrefaction  has  taken  place,  we  cannot 

the  most  frequent  of  the  two.    It  is  not  hesitate  to  operate  in  the  manner  recom- 

likely  that  any  difficulty  to  the  passage  of  mended ;  for  the  child  being  certainly  dead, 

the  <mild  would  be  produced  by  a  collec-  no  additional  injury  can  be  inflicted  on  its 

lion  of  water  in  the  chest ;   nor  would  an  person, 
abdomen  enlarged  from  the  same  cause, 

however  much  increased  in  bulk,  offer  any  shortness  of  the  funis  umbilicaiis. 

impediment  to  the  birth  of  the  head,    De-  Another  cause  of  lingering  labour  attri- 

lay  would  occur,  however,  in  the  transit  of  butable  to  the  ovum,  has  been  supposed  to 

the  body ;  and  if  means  of  relief  were  not  be  shortness  of  the  umbilical  cora.     I  have 

applied,  the  woman  might  sink  under  her  already  shewn  that  the  funis  umbilicalis 

sufferings,  although  the  child  were  partly  varies  to  a  very  extraordinary  d^ree,  botli 

in  the  world.  in  length  and  thickness,  but  particularly 

The  ,  case    would    be    known    by    the  in  length ;  so  that  it  sometimes  measures 

shoulders  remaining  at  the  outlet  of  the  five  or  six  feet,  and  in  other  cases  has  been 

pelvis  after  the  birth  of  the  head,  rc'^isting  known  scarcely  to  exceed  six  inches.     Pre- 

both  the  expulsive  powers  exerted  b^  the  suming  it  to  be  as  short  as  some  of  these 

uterus,  and  tlie   extractive  efforts  of  the  upon  Uie  table,  it  has  been  said  that  that 
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circumsUnce   alone    would    prevent   the  unusual  bulk  of  the  thcNi;  o*  limbs 

ready  passage  of  the  head.    This  w«s  par-  ,rom  excessive  de vblofment— mon- 

iicnlany  the  opinion  of  the  ancients,  who  strosity. 
considored  that  the  child  bj  its  own  efforts 

fouffht  its  way  out  of  the  uterine  canty;  We  sometimes,  though  rarely,  find  that 
and  that  these  efforts  would  be  firustrated  the  different  fcetal  members  do  not  grow 
and  rendered  of  no  avail,  by  its  being  in  their  just  proportion,  but  that  some  are 
tethered,  as  it  were,  to  the  uterus,  and  on  deficient,  while  others  are  abundant  in  de- 
that  account  incapable  of  liberating  itself,  velopment.  Incarcerated  within  this  glass 
I  have  shewn  you  satisfactory  proofs  that  jar  you  see  a  foetus  measuring  in  length 
the  child  is  a  perfectly  passive  body  under  twenty-four  inches,  whose  dioulders  are 
labour ;  that  no  exertions  of  its  own  faci  seven  inches  across  (the  average  width 
lilate  its  escape;  and  therefore  this  rea-  being  under  five);  while  the  cranium 
soning  muHt  fall  to  the  ground.  You  will  is  smaller  than  ordinary  \  Such  a  pro- 
recollect  that  I  told  you,  under  the  action  digious  bulk  would  necessarily  occasion 
of  its  fibres,  the  fundus  uteri  descends,  and  difficulty  after  the  head  had  passed;  and 
follows,  as  it  were,  the  child's  body ;  there  the  ease  must  be  met  by  the  oMnnry 
Is,  therefore,  always  nearly  the  same  dis-  means.  Taking  especial  care,  if  tbe  child 
tance  between  the  umbilicus  of  the  child  be  alive,  not  to  injure  the  arm  or  the 
and  the  placenta,  whether  the  uterus  be  shoulder-joint,  the  finger,  the  comer  of  a 
perfectly  quiescent, or  whetlier  it  be  acting  handkerdiief,  or  a  blunt  hook,  must  be'in- 
vigorousiy.  So  far,  then,  as  the  head  of  sinuated  first  under  one  axilla,  then  under 
the  child  is  concenied,  the  shortness  of  the  the  other,  traction  may  be  made  in  the 
funis  umbilicalis  can  produce  no  such  im-  manner  I  now  shew  you;  and  by  perseve- 
l>ediment  to  its  exit  as  to  cause  a  linger-  ranee  our  object  will  generally  be  effected  : 
ing  labour.  for  the  compressibilitv  of  the  viscera,  and 
But  the  case  is  different  when  the  head  the  elasticity  of  the  thoracic  parietes,  are 
has  passed,  and  the  shoulders  are  about  to  fortunatelv  so  considerable,  as  to  allow  of 
escape ;  then,  if  the  fVinis  umbilicalis  be  a  great  diminution  in  capacity,  and  per- 
pretematurally  short,  or  rendered  so  by  mit  the  extraction  of  the  body  through 
being  twisted  round  the  body  or  limbs  of  a  comparatively  narrow  channel.  In  mak- 
the  foetus,  a  difficulty  in  the  expulsion  of  ing  thefie  efforts,  however,  we  must  bear  in 
the  shoulders  may  be  experienced,  or  dan-  mind  the  delicacy  of  the  structures  on 
gerous  consequences  may  be  produced ; —  which  our  purchase  is  fixed  :  we  may 
the  placenta  may  be  prematurely  separated  break  the  humerus,  sejiarate  the  epiphysis;, 
from  its  attachment,  or  its  mass  may  be  or  dislocate  the  articulation, — accidents  all 
broken ;  a  portion  may  be  expelled,  and  of  serious  consequence,^-unless  we  use  the 
the  remainder,  retained  in  utero,  may  give  power  we  are  in  possession  of  with  the  ot- 
rise  to  violent  hseraorrhage.    We  may  sus-  most  tenderness. 

pcct  that  a  preternatural  shortness  of  the  It  may  be  our  fortune  to  meet  with  other 

cord  impedes  the  passage  of  the  shoulders,  more  rare  and  more  complicated  species  of 

provided  we  find,  after  the  head  is  bom,  monstrosity.    On  the  table  before  you  are 

that  the  body  of  the .  child  does  not  ad-  two  specimens  of  a  double  foetus,  both  hav- 

vance,  although  the  uteras  continues  to  act  ing  arrived  at  the  full  period  of  intra- 

strongly;  that  no  preternatural  enlarge  uterine  maturity;— the  one  two  perfect 

mentof  bulk  exists;  and  if,  on  endeavour-  children,  joined  together  firom  the  upper 

ing  to  pull  down  a  loop  of  tlie  cord,  we  edge  of  the  sternum  to  the  pubes,— each 

find  it  tense  and  tight,  resisting  all  our  possessing  a  head  and  proper  complement 

efforts  to  withdraw  it.  of  limbs ;— in  the  other  instance  the  indi- 

Tteaimetit.'^ln  a  case  of  this  kind  it  viduals  are  attached  to  each  other  by  the 

would  be  right  not  to  hurry  the  extraction  side  of  their  tranks ;  so  that  to  the  two 

ofthechild,provided  it  be  breathing  freely;  heads  are  appended  apparently  a  single 

but  to  obtain  all  the  advantage  derivable  body,  with  two  arms  and  two  legs  only, 

from  the  contraction  of  the  uterus.     By  I  need  not  insist  on  the  difficulty  and  dan- 

this  means  we  shall  probably  avoid  the  ger  attendant  on  such  a  birth, 

risk  both  of  immediate  and  eventual  hie-  It  is  not  my  intention   at  present  to 

morrhage :  for  as  the  uterus  contracts  more  enter  into  Uie  speculations  designed  to  ac- 

perfectly,  the  body  will  b«  expelled,  and  count  for  such  productions;  an  after  oppor- 

the  placenta  will  most  pr(>bably  be  sepa-  tunitv  will,  perhaps,  be  afforded  us  for 

rated  at  tlie  same  time.    The  same  impe-  the  discussion  of  that  subject :  nor  can  I 

diment  may  be  produced,  if  tlie  funis  be  practically  offer   you  any  rules  for  your 

colled  around  the  child*s  qcck.      I  have  guidance,  should  such  a  malformation  fall 

already  adverted  to  the  possibility  of  this  under  your  particular   notice; — the  ma 

occurrence,  the  accidents  it  may  occai>ion,  nogement  of  each  case  must  depend  on 

and  the  mode  of  prcventiug  them.  its  own  individual  peculiarities. 
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These,  then,  are  the  only  causes  which  partictflarly  with  regard  to  a  protracted 

I  can  suppose  to  operate  in  inducing  lin-  state, — because  the  nervous  eneigy,  being 

gering  labour,  all  of  them  possessing  an  principally  directed  into  other  channels, 

influence  to  a  certain  extent;  some  of  digestion  goes  on  but  imperfectly.     For 

them  Tcry  much  impeding  the  expulsion  reasons,   also,    before    given,   stimulants 

of  the  head,  and  others  the  passage  of  the  should  be  avoided :  nourishing  fluids  may 

body  when  the  head  is  bom.    But  it  must  be  given,  ad  libitum,  and  the  blandest  are 

not  be  forgotten,  that  a  labour  may  be  generally  the  most  desired, 

rendered  tedious  by  two  or  more  of  the  A  great  objection  is  often  made  to  the 

causes  enumerated,  acting  in  concert.  Thus  exhibition  of  cold,  and  especially  acidu- 

an  unfavourable  position  of  the  head  may  lated  drinks,  under  lingering  labour;  on 

exist,  in  concurrence  with  atony  of  the  what  grounds  I  cannot  understand ;  and 

uterus,  or  rigidity  of  parts;  or  all  with  therefore  I  would  by  no  means  interdict 

a  diminished  capacity  in  the  pelvic  aper.  them,  if  they  are  grateful  and  palatable, 

tures.  Effervescent  draughts,   and  the  subacid 

fruits,  will  often  be  found  highly  refyeshing. 

ATANAGEMENT  OF  THE  PATiEMT  UNDER  With  regard  to  our  owu  couduct,  for 

COMMON  LiNOERiNo  LABOUR.  the  rcasous  before  mentioned  we  must  ab- 

I  shall  now  briefly  offer  a  few  recom-  stain  from  frequent   examinations,    and 

mendations  regarding  the  general  manage-  from  close  attendance  at  the  bed-side  of 

ment  of  a  woman  under  common  lin-  the  patient.    By  too  great  assiduousness 

gering  labour ;  and  I  consider  it  a  matter  during  the  first  stage,  we  shall  either  im- 

of  the  utmost  importance  to    insist  on  press  her  mind  with  injurious  anxiety, 

these  apparently  trifling  circumstances,  be-  or  induce  her  to  believe  that  the  labour 

cause  the  present  comfort  and  future  well-  is  on  the  point  of  being  completed ;  and 

being  of  the  patient  mainly  depend  on  we  shall  perhaps  be  adding  disappoint- 

our  own  conducf,  and  the  regulations  we  ment  to  bodily  suffering.     We  must  not 

lay  down  for  her  management  be  carried  away  by  the  calls  of  the  pa- 

Thc  chamber  should  be  preserved  cool  tient  for   "  help,"   however  importunate 

and  quiet,  to  avert  fever  and  entice  sleep.  It  she  may  be;  but  reason  calmly  with  her, 

is  highly  necessary  that  she  should  not  be  and  assure  her  that,  when  the  period  ar- 

kept  in  one  posture,  because  of  the  incon-  *  rives  at  which  our  assistance  can  be  ose- 

venience,  the  irksomcness,  and  additional  ful,  our  best  endeavours  shall  be  exerted  to 

distress  a  constrained  position  must  occa-  mitigate  her  snflTerings.    We  must  speak 

sion.  She  may  stand,  walk,  or  lie,  alternate-  cheerfully  both  to  her,  and  in  her  presence ; 

ly, — especially  during  the  first  stage, — or  and  endeavour  to  preserve  not  onlynerconfi- 

plaoe  herself  in  any  situation  under  which  dence,  but  her  spirits:  for  the  feelings  and 

slic  is  least  uneasy.     We  must,  by  every  the  passions  exert  a  most  powerful  influence 

persuasive  argument,  prevent   her    from  over  the  progress  even  of  natural  labour, 

bearing  down,  or  using  any  voluntary  ef-  .The  most  important  duty  of  all,  how. 

forts,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  action  ever,  which   we  have  to  discharge  under 

of  the  uterus.    The  attendants  in  the  ly-  lingering  labour,  is  carefully  to  watch  the 

ing.in  room  often  suppose  that,  when  a  state  of  the  bladder.    Every  three  or  four 

certain  number  of  hours  have  elapsed  since  hours  we  should  place  our  hand  on  the 

tlie  commencement  of  labour,  a  propor-  vesical  region,  to  ascertain  whether  it  has 

tionate  progress  must  necessarily  have  taJcen  become  materially  distended.     It   is  less 

place ;  and  accordingly,  with  the  best  in-  diflicult  to  gain  this  information  under 

tentions,  they  are  constantly  urging  the  labour  than  when  the  uterus  is  uninipreg- 

patient  to  exert  those  powers  iinich  are  nated,    because,    in  the  latter  case,    the 

under  the  ffuidanco  of  her  own  will,  in  organ  falls  lower  into  the  pelvic  cavity, 

the  lielief  that  such  exertions  will  facili-  and  becomes  somewhat  buried  within  the 

tate  the  child's  birth.  surrounding  \iscera:  but  when  the  abdo- 

After  what  I  have  said,  I  need  not  call  men  is  pretty  nearly  filled  by  the  enlarged 

to  your  recollection  the  uselcssncss  and  uterus,  and  the  pelvic  cavity  is  more  or 

danger  of  this  untimely  exercise  of  die  less  occupied  by  tnc  child's  head,  the  blad- 

assistant  muscles  :    not    only    may    the  der   cannot   retire   either  backwards   or 

strength  be  prematurely  expended,  which  downwards,  but  is  thrown  forwards,  and  be- 

should  be  husbanded  for  a  future  period ;  comes  so  much  (he  more  evident  to  the  hand, 

but  injury  may  arise  from  the  too  forcible  In  making  this  examination — the  patient 

iiropuLsion  of  the  head  against  the  undi-  lying  on  ncr  leftside — we  pass  the  right 

iatcd  and  unprepared  passages.  bund  between  the  thighs;  and,  presuming 

Nor  must  we  think  it  immaterial  to  re-  the  membranes  are  ruptured,  we  feel  ris- 

gulatc  her  diet.     I  have  already  said  that  ing,  cvrn  above  the  umbilicus,  a  hard, 

s(did  food  bhould  not  be  allowed  under  la-  firm,  solid  tumor,  which  is  the  uterus  it- 

hour,— and  thi&  ob»crvaiiun  hokb  good,  self,  un  which  wc  can  make  no  impression, 
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and  wbidi  is  obeervcd  to  be  §ometimes  this  dribbling  would  not  occur.     It  is, 

harder  and  aometiines  softer,  in  proportion  then,  the  surest  indication  of  the  necessity 

as  alternate  contraction    and  relaxation  ofhaving  recourse  to  artificial  evacuation, 

take  place  in  its  fibres.    Beneath  this  we  The  cause  of  this  inability  to  pass  urine 

shall  find    another  tumor,  more  circum-  under  labour  will  mostly,  if  not  always,  be 

scribed  in  shape,  occupying  the  hypogas-  found  to  consist  in  the  stricture  formed  at 

trie  region,  just  peeping  above  the  pubes,  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  or  in  the  course  of 

encroaching  more  or  less  on  the  cavity  of  the  urethra,  by  the  compression  those  oigans 

the  abdomen ;   varying,  therefore,  in  size,  suffer  between  the  fcetal  head  and  pelvic 

according  to  the  quantity  of  urine  it  con-  bones.     I  shall  not  now  enter  at  all  into 

tains,  and  giving  a  certain  degree  of  indis-  the  mode  by  which  the  catheter    is  in- 

tinct  fluctuation  to  the  hand, — sufficiently  troduced,— that  will  most  naturally  come 

pcroeptible,  however,ror  us  to  detormine  that  under  our  consideration  when  we  are  treat- 

the  tumor  is  the  distended  bladder.    But  ing  of  the  diseases  of  the  external  organs 

we  must  not  suppose  that  in  all  cases  we  of  generation  :  it  is  sufficient  for  our  pre. 

shall  feel  the  bladder,  although  it  contain  sent  purpose  that  I  call  your  attention,— 

a  considerable  quantity  of  fluid,  distinctly  which  I  wish  to  do  most  strongly, — to  the 

evident  in  Its  jisual  situation;  because  it  necessity  of  paying  strict  attention  to  the 

may  have  subsided  to  the  right  or  left  side,  state  of  the  bladder  under  lingering  labour; 

ana,  instead  of  being  found  in  the  centre  and  to  the  circumstances  which  sometimes 

of  the  hypogastric  region,  it  may  be  on  one  arise  to  deceive  and  to  confound  our  jndg- 

side  of'  the  enlarged   uterus/ appearing  ment. 
above  one  or  other  groin ;  or  it  may  have 

prolapsed  before  the  head  of  the  child,  offer-     — ■ — — 

ing  itself  as  a  soft  tumor  in  the  pelvic  cavity. 

Having  our  mind,  then,  directed  to  such  TWO  CASES  of  GALL-STONE, 

possibilities,  we  must  not  at  once  conclude  .,r. ,  ^^ 

that  it  is  empty,  although  it  may  not  be  "  ''*  Obiervatums. 

discoverable  immediately  above  the  pubes.  g^  jy^^  BoaaBTX,  of  Noawicii. 

It  IS  of  the  greatest  possible  consequence 

that  we  shouldnot  permit  much  urine  to  col-  (Communlcatrd  by  W.  P.  Bomrstt,  Esq.) 

lect  under  protracted  labour  $  not  only  be-  ^__^ 
cause  a  distended  bladder  both  adds  greatly 

to  the  suffering  endured,  and  interferes  with  Case    1. ^Discharge  of  Gall-stonet 

the  efficient  action  of  the  propelling  powers,  through  the  A  bdomtnal  Parietet. 


membrane,  which  may  terminate  in  the  i>     .  j     '.i    i              a 

destruction  of  its  coats ;  or  a  fistulous  on.  ^af  complicated  with  dropsy.  A  mercu 

fice  may  be  formed  between  its  neck  and  nal   inunction,  continued    duniigr    on< 

the  vaginal  canal,— which  disastrous  acci-  month,  removed  the  complaint,  and  her 

dent  is  much  more  likely  to  happen  under  health  was  restored, 

an  accumulation  of  water  within  its  cavity.  Two  years  and  a  half  from  that  time, 

than  if  it  be  kept  in  a  collapsed  state.  after  suffering  for  some  weeks  "  sharp 

For  information  respecting  the  condition  nipping  pains,"  (to  use  her  own  cxpres- 

of  the  bladder,  we  must  depend  only  on  our  gi^,,)    gj^g  observed   a  swelling  above 

own  peiwmal  examinaUon,  and  not  trust  ^^^  ^^  ^j,g  ^ght  of  the  navel.    The  part 

to  the  declarauons  either  of  the  patient  or  ^^^j       ^„j  every  movement 

her  nnrse :  for  we  Are  often  told,  m  answer  ^    .      y  «            '    «               r 


minute  in  our  inquiries,  we  find  that  fluid  nicliniug  •       •      i      rKi 

dribbles  away,  as  the  patient  lies,  with  side,  was  constantly  maintained.    The 

each  return  of  uterine  action ;  and  that  tumor,  of  whose  nature  mere  conjecture 

the   bladder   has    not   acted  voluntarily  could  he  formed,  was  repeatedly  leeched 

for   many   hours.      This  fluid   may    be  and  poulticed :  it  continued  to  increase, 

the  liquor  amnii,   or   it  may  be   urine  and   at  length    discbargefl   a  concrete 

squeezed  out  of  the  bladder  by  the  com-  substance   of   cn^at   size,    which    was 


pression  exerted   on    that  viacus  by  the  f^y^j  Q^  ^j,e  poultice  in  the  moniiug, 

abdominal  muscles.     In  the  latter  case,  j  ^.^^  ^^^  f^^\^^  ^^^^  (says  my  brother) 

It  may  be  known  by  its  urinous  odour;  j^        ^         occurrence,  and   found 

and  tte  very  ^^"^Xn^r'l^vl  ^  L^^n^f  that  a  calculus  had  passed  through  an 

forced  out  thus  involuntarily  is  a  proof  of    ^_  J^  . ,    ,.^  ^,,  .1.     ,^^^  „...i*!...i.« 


the  cavity  being  over- distended,  or  at  opening  about  aii  inch  above,  and  to  the 
least  containing  a  considerable  quantity;  rife'^Jl  of  *»«  umbilicus.  Ihe  ajwrturc 
for  if  it  were  entirely  or  nearly  empty,    contracted  ;  but  not  closing,  a  colourless 
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discharge  coutinued  to    flow  through  Of  other  recorded  cases  of  gfall-stone, 

the  fistulous  opening  in  such  a  quantity  the  most  remarkable  are  those  of  Dr. 

as  to  soak,  uuring  ^e  day,  a  napkin  Craigie,  Mr.  Brajne,  and  Mr.  Thomas, 

several  times  folded.  The  two  latter   are  published   in  the 

Upon  examining  the  calculus,  which  Medico-Chirurgical  Transactions,  and 

has  a  smooth  concave  surface  at  one  the  first  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and 

end,  I  suspected  there  was  another  with  Surgical  Journal.    Thelargest  of  these 

which  it  had  been  lying  in  close  con-  calculi  did  not  exceed  228  grains ;  they 

tact,  in  the  gall-bladder.     About  two  were  all  voided  "  per  anum." 

years  afler,  the  patient  having  com-  When  calculi    are    evacuated  "  per 

plained  of  similar  nipping  pains,  a  se-  anum,"  they  must  have  passed  eitoer 

cond  gall-stone  came  away  by  the  same  through  the  ducts,  or  directly  into  the 

openin|;'.     Up  to  my  last  visit  in  1830,  intestines.     The  connexions  of  the  gall- 

a    copious   limpid    fluid,    always    un-  bladder  with  the  duodenum  and  arch  of 

mixed  ^ith  bile,  exuded  from  the  open-  the  colon,  explain  how  they  are  able  to 

ing,  fortunately  to  the  complete  cure,  pass  from  the  bladder  into  one  or  other 

as  the  patient  supposed,  of  her  dropsy.  of  these  viscera, — adhesive  inflammation 

There  being  a  convexity  at  one  end  being  set  up  at  first,  and  a  perforation 

of  the  second  calculus,  corresponding  to  afterwards  efiected  through  the  united 

the  concavity  of  the  first,  and  the  ouer  media    by   the  process    of   ulceration, 

cud  being  flattened,  as  if  by  attrition  It  is  most  probably  in  this  wa^  that  they 

also,  no  doubt  remained  of  the  presence  are  generally  expelled ;  and  it  is  really 

of  even  a  third  calculus  in  tne  same  wonderful  to  see  what  eflbrts  nature  is 

receptacle.     In  1832,  the  patient  died ;  capable  of  making,  as  Mason  Good  ob- 

and  a  third  calculus  was  found  in  the  serves,  to  free  herself  of  a  morbid  iiicum- 

ueck  of  the  gall-bladder,  where  it  con-  brance.     Dr.  Pemberton  says, — ^  1  have 

tracts  into  the  cys»tic  duct.    The  gall-  in   my  possession    a   calculus,    whose 

bladder  was  seen  to  adhere  by  its  fundus  longest  diameter  is  two  inches  and  a 

to  the  abdominal  parietes,  and  its  coats  quarter;  shortest  diameter,  one  inch  and 

were  thickened,  and  it  contained  no  bile,  a  quarter;  passed,  after  Bve  months  of 

The  calculus  which  came  away  first  acute  sufifering,  by  ulceration,  as  I  he- 
was  analyzed,  at  nnr  request,  by  Dr.  lieve,  between  duct  and  duodenum,  as  it 
Turner,  Professor  of  Chemistry  to  the  is  unlikely  the  ducts  would  admit  of 
London  University,  whose  pupil  I  had  such  distention."  The  ducts,  however, 
been.  "  The  concretion  which  you  left  are  very  dilatable  ;  Dr.  Baillie  has 
for  me,"  he  says  in  bis  note,  "  consists  noticed  them  to  be  enlarged  to  the  dia- 
of  the  same  substance  as  biliary  calculi;  meter  of  half  an  inch;  and  Cruveilhier 
it  is  composed  of  cholesterine,  m  a  state  to  that  extent  that  they  were  almost 
of  minute  crystalline  scales,  tinged  in  equal  in  capacity  to  the  small  intestines, 
some  parts  of  a  yellow,  in  others  of  a  From  the  fact  that  the  patient  never 
green  nue,  by  the  colouring  matter  of  complained  of  pain,  or  experienced  any 
Uie  bile."  Its  form  is  cyfindrical,  its  symptoms  of  gall-stone,  one  may  con- 
lonj^  diameter  above  two  inches,  and  its  elude  that  the  calculi  lay  in  the  gall- 
weight  six  drachms,  or  360  grains,  bladder,  where  they  occasioned  no  in- 
The  second  calculus  is  not  more  than  convenience.  This  accords  with  daily 
half  the  size :  it  is  in  the  possession  of  observation.  How  often  are  calcult 
the  family,  and  has  not  been  analyzed,  found  after  death,  or  voided  "  peranum," 

The  circumstance oftwo  calculi  having  where  the  subjects  of  them  never  had 

been  protruded  externally  by  the  same  jaundice,    nor,    in  fact,    any    disorder 

exit,  is  ofitselfremarkable;  but  the  extra-  which  could  be  attributed  to  their  pre- 

ordinary  size  of  that  which  came  away  sence.     Not  only  may  they  be  present 

first  is  particularly   deserving    notice,  in  the  gall-bladder,  but  they  may  even 

I  only  know  one  instance  in  which  it  is  increase  to  an  enormous  size,  or  abound 

exceeded.    In  a  case  published  hy  Mr.  in  considerable  numbers,   and  yet  be 

Blagdcn,  in  the  Medical  Transactions  borne  with  perfect  impunity, 

of  the  College  of  Physicians,  there  was  Heberden  relates  a  case  analogous  to 

abscess  of  the  liver,  which  pointed  ex-  the  one  I  have  given.    A  woman,  fifty 

ternally,  and  a  calculus  of  the  enormous  years  of  age,  had  a  tumor  near  the  um- 

weight  of  nearly  one  ounce  and  a  quar-  bilicus,  which  was  opened,   and  con- 

ter  was  discharged  in  the  same  direc-  tinned    to    discharge    for  some  years, 

tion.     The   patient,  a  lady,    sixty-six  She   was  suddenly  seized   with   acute 

years  of  age,  graduaUy  recovered.  pain,  shivering,  and  nausea ;  aud  in 
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three  days^  time  a  calculas  came  away,  ed  by  the  patient  to  indigestioii(8he  had 
which  was  three  inches  in  length,  ana  never  experienced  any  symptoms  of  gall- 
weighed  245  grains.  A  thin  yellow  stone  before),  a  bitter  infusion,  with 
discnarge,  he  says,  eiruded  for  fourteen  aperient  medicine,  was  ordered, 
days,  when  the  opening  closed,  and  the  The  following  day,  at  noon,  I  was 
patient  got  quite  well.  In  this  case,  sent  for  in  haste  to  my  patient,  who  re- 
the  discharge  is  characterized  by  the  sided  three  miles  off  in  the  country.  The 
et)ithet  *'  flams :"  in  that  before  us,  on  urgent  symptoms  were  acute  pain  at 
the  contrary,  it  is  described  as  always  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  retching  and 
colourless.  Was  it  to  be  considered,  vomiting;  a  fluid  mixed  with  bile  had 
therefore,  merely  an  increased  serous  se-  been  thrown  off  the  stomach ;  the  tongue 
cretion  of  the  lining  membrane  of  the  was  clear,  and  the  pulse  natural.  An 
gall-bladder,  unimpregnated  with  bile,  ipecacuan  emetic  was  given,  and  pills 
or  rather  the  biliary  secretion  itself,  in  of  cathartic  extract  and  calomel  ordered, 
an  extremely  dilute  and  attenuated  Patient  to  be  put  into  warm-bath,  and  I 
state,~8uch  as  is  noticeable,  more  or  was  to  be  infoimed  of  her  state  early  tlie 
less,  in  all  asthenic  cases,  with  languid  next  morning.  The  report  was,  *'  the 
habit,  pallid  hue  of  countenance,  feeble  emetic  had  acted,  but  the  pain  con- 
pulse,  absence  of  pyrexia,  &c. ;  among  tinues  ;  the  ^  bowels  have  not  been 
which  dropsy  of  tne  passive  kind,  as  moved."  I  directed  the  purgative  pills 
was  here  the  case,  may  be  included,  to  be  repeated  immediately,  and  pre- 
in  which  the  watery  parts  of  the  bile  scribed  a  mixture  for  the  relief  of  the 
are  not  taken  up,  as  in  a  state  of  health,  pain,  consisting  of  laudanum,  isther, 
the  absorbing  apparatus    itself  being  and  camphor. 

affected  by  the  deoility  and  torpor  which  At  one  o'clock  the  same  day  (Nov. 
prevail  throughout  the  system?  22d),  T  saw  my  patient.  She  was  suffer- 
There  are  other  points  also  open  to  ing  excruciating  pain,  bathed  in  pro- 
discussion,  which  are  suggested  oy  the  fuse  perspiration,  and  vomiting  in- 
case before  us ;  and  I  may  repeat  the  cessantly.  The  skin,  the  eye,  and  the 
remark  made  by  Mr.  Brayne,  as  it  is  urine,  were  deeply  jaundiced;  the  pulse 
borne  out  by  tne  case  I  have  quoted  was  but  little  aflfected ;  the  bowels  had 
from  Heberoen,  and  by  that  I  have  not  been  moved.  Instead  of  the  mix- 
given  also,  that  the  subjects  of  such  turc,  which  could  not  be  kept  on  the 
cases  are,  for  the  most  part,  of  the  female  stomach,  one  ^7«in  of  extract  of  opium 
sex,  and  of  advanced  ac|'e.  and  one  gram  of  camphor,  were  di- 
The  second  case  exhibits  a  very  stnk-  rected  to  be  given  every  hour  till  the  pain 
ing  contrast  to  the  preceding  one.  We  abated.  The  patient  was  put  into  anot- 
have  seen  that  biliary  calculi  of  extraordi-  bath,  and  on  coming  out  had  a  blister 
nary  dimensions  may  be  eliminated  by  a  applied  over  the  scrobiculus  cordis, 
natural  process  with  the  production  of  Nov.  23d. — When  I  got  to  my  pa- 
mercly  local  pain,  and  wituout  exciting  tient,  which  was  a  little  after  mid-day, 
any  constitutional  disturbance.  It  will  she  had  just  had  a  severe  shivering 
next  appear,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  fit;  the  vomiting  still  continued;  the 
mere  arrest  of  a  gall-stone,  of  even  pulse  was  slow  and  feeble,  60  in  the 
diminutive  size,  in  its  passage  through  minute ;  the  extremities  were  cold  ; 
the  duct,  may  give  rise  to  such  severe  the  face  pale  and  cold  ;  the  mind 
constitutional  irritation,  that  even  deaUi  wandering.  When  asked  whether  she 
shall  be  the  consequence :  so  different  is  still  had  pain,  she  expressed  herself 
the  suceptibility  to  irritation,  and  the  quite  free  from  it.  Eight  pills  had  been 
impression  of  pain,  in  different  constitu-  taken.  Hot  brandy  and  water,  brandy 
tions.  and  g^uel,  were  now  given  freely :  the 

^       »w      «      ......        ^fi*-  ^^®*  ^^^  ^^S^  ^^^  enveloped  m  hot 

Case  IL-^SnuiU  Btltary  Caleului  tm-  flannels,  and  warmth  was  applied  to  the 

pacted  in  the  Duet-^Death.  pit  of  the  stomach.    The  same  day,  at 

A   lady,  set.   46,   the   mother   of   a  ten  o'clock  in  the  evening,  I  learned 

large  family,    complained,    November  that  my  patient,  having  expressed    a 

20th,  1827,  of  uneasiness  at  the  stomach,  great  desire  to  be  raised  up  and  placed 

at  times  amounting  to  severe  paiu,  and  in  an  easy  chair  by  the  bed-side,  had 

accompanied  with  nausea.      For  these  -  almost  instantly  expired.     The  bowels 

symptoms,  which  had  been  felt  for  three  had  been  acted  unon,  but  the  warmth 

weeks  previously,  and  which  were  ascrib-  had  never  rcturaea  to  the  extremities. 


<202  MR.  STAFFORD  ON  PERFORATION  OF 

The    posUmortem   examination    was  gutivcs,  and  tbc  condition  of  the  brain^ 

made  ten  hours  after  death,  at  the  ex-  which  was  rather  tliat  of  ''  nervous  apo- 

press  desire  of  the   family,  in  conse-  plexy,*'  (as  it  has  been  termed),  such  as 

quence  of  the  unexpected  event.     I  had  follows  upon  the  shock  of  very  severe 

|riven  a  favourable  prognosis,  believing  accidents,  and  is  ver^  different  horn  the 

It  to  be  a  case  of  gall-stone.  comatose    form    which  is  observed   to 

The  skin,  eves,  and  subcutaneous  fat,  supervene  towards  the  termination  of 
of  a  deep  jellow  colour ;  the  stomach  fatal  cases  of  iaundice,  are  well  deserv- 
empty  and  contracted ;  slight  vascula-  ing*  of  remarK ;  but  I  do  not  know  any 
rity  of  ileum ;  the  intestines  otherwise  recorded  case  which  is  so  singular  as 
healthy.  The  liver  large,  gorged  with  that  I  have  given,  for  its  acute  charac- 
blood;  its  substance  laceraple,  not  un«  ter,  and  its  fatal  termination  in  sixty 
like  the  spleen,  and  iti  peritoneal  coat  hours.  The  idea  commonly  eutertainea, 
easily  stnppinj^  off;  on  incision,  dark  that  all  such  cases  are  exempt  from  dan- 
bloc^  ana  thick  yellowish-green  bile  ger,  is  here  proved  to  be  erroneous,  and 
flowed  very  freely.  The  gaU-bladder  yet  it  is  sanctioned  by  Uie  hig'best  au- 
empty,  contracted,  and  in  substance  thority.  Heberden  says,  "  Inter  fre- 
flesny.  In  the  hepatic  duct,  just  at  its  quentissimos  jecinoris  morbos  ille  est 
junction  with  the  cystic  to  form  the  qui  fit  intcrclusis  bilis  viis,  et  est  mtfitm^ 
common  duct,  there  was  impacted  a  pericuionuJ*  It  ap|>ears  to  me,  there- 
calculus  of  nearly  spherical  form,  its  fore,  that  an  exception  to  a  rule  whidi 
long  diameter  five-eighths  of  an  inch,  is  acknowledged  to  obtain  universally. 
The  hepatic  duct  was  distended  to  the  may  with  advantage  be  submitted  to  t&e 
utmost  with  bile,  the  cystic  and  conmwn  attention  of  the  profession. 

ducts  contracted.    The  other  organs  in  

the  abdomen  were  in  a  natund  state. 

In  the  thorax  the  lungs  were  collansed ;  ^^  PERPOBATION 

the  right  auricle  and  ventricle  of  heart  o' 

were  empty;  the  left  ventricle  contained  STRICTURES  OF  THE  URETHRA. 

fluid  blooa ;   the  aorta  a  fibrinous  con-  w  u  r 

crction.    The  head  was  not  examined.  "^*''*  ^^*"' 

In   cases  of  gall-stone,  we  find  the  By  R.  A.  Stafford, 

patient,  aAer  long  suffering,  suddenly  Surgeon  to  the  Mary-le-bonc  Inflnuary,  and  for- 
relieved,  the  calculus  having  effected  its        «»«riy  Houw  Surg^n  tost.  Bartholomew** 
pas.sage  into  the  duodenum,  or,  it  may  ^^ 

be,  slipping  back  again  into  the  pill-  [ConUnaed  from  p.  lao.] 

bladder.     If  nipture  of  tJie  duct  ensue,  Case  lX,^Caie  of  HtBtnorrhagicStric 
he  case  would  be  hkely  to  P«7^fatal ;  perforated.    ^ 

but  there  is  nothing  m  the  p6st-mortem        ^,     ,      ^^     i,        .    o 

appearances,  in  this  instance,  to  account  .   March,  1833.--Captain  S.,  mU  05,  was 

for  the  catastrophe.     Hence,  as  well  as  }"!fl"M/ k"    m '''  V  ^T^TfZ  *!? 

f        »u^  I  :-*™  «f  «k«  ««oI    :*  ;.  ««:  bad  health,  brought  on  from  a  stricture  of 

^""?  !u\  ^    ?u^  ^    T'       'I  a!'  the  urethnL    He  was  within  six  months 

dent  that  death  can  only  be  ascnbed  to  ^f  ^j^^  expiration  of  his  leave  of  absence 

the  excessive  irritation  Ujpon  the  system  ^y^^  ^^  called  upon  me,  stating  that  he 

at  large,  the  intense  suffering,  agoniz-  h^a  tried,  since  his  return  to  England,  all 

iiig  pain,  and  incessant  vomiting,  which  the  usual  means  for  the  cure  of  that  dis. 

was  occasioned  by  the  presence  of  the  ease,  but  he  could  never  obtain  any  relief, 

gall-stone  in  the  duct,  and  followed  by  His  urine  only  flowed  from  him  drop  by 

such  a  state  of  exhaustion  and  prostra-  drop;  and  he  suffered  such  great  irritation 

tion,  that  the  feebly-propelling  action  of  from  the  bhidder,  and  a  constant  desire  to 

the  heart  was  unable  to  counteract  the  make  water,  that  he  could  get  but  litUe 

effect  produced  upon  the  circulation  by  «lcep  at  night.    I  found,  on  examination, 

the  removal  of  the  patient  from  the  re-  »  •'"«t»«  J"»'  t^.  ^"^  «f^«  ^''^^^ 

J^'    .y  •'^k* -.««*..--.     ««#.«*  membranous  portion,   which  was  of  so 

curabent  to  the  upnght  posture^a  step,  ^^^,^^  ^  chiucter  that  the  moment  it 

apparently  harmless  to  ignoiunt  persons,  ^^  touched  it  burst  out  bleeding,  and 

but  which  has  been  frequently  known  to  n^vcr  ceased  until  serenil  ounces  were  lost, 

prove  fatal  in  a  very  depressed  state  of  Although  the  case  appeared  unfavourable 

the  vital  powers.  on  this  account  for  the  oiwration  of  pcr- 

The  total  obstruction  to  the  flow  of  foration,  yet  from  the  previous  experience 

bile,  the  complete  insensibility  of  the  I  had  had^that  a  dean  incision  into  a 

bowels  to  the  operation  of  powerful  pur*  stricture   of  this   character    caused   the 
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lucmorrhAge  to  cease  rather  than  to  in-  and  from   time  to  time,  becomes  dis- 

crease  it— J  recommended  the  treatment  tended  and  stretched  beyond  its  normal 

Leeches  were  applied  once  or  twice  to  the  size.    The  patient  likewise  cannot,  from 

perineum,  when  the  perforation  was  at-  the  same  cause,  make  a  sufficient  effort 

tempted.     After  employing  the  urethral  j^,  g^j^i  the  whole  of  its  contents  at  one 

perforator  three  different  times,  tfie  stnc-  ^^g.     ^    certain    quantity,  of  urine, 

T^M  l«>8^^P«™«ted,  and  at  each  therefore,  is  always  left  in  i^  and  con- 

the  blood  lost  was  very  tnflmg.    The  „_„_.i '  .i,^   wi^^o-  ^nlv    n««#«.^f« 


time  tiie  blood  lost  was  very  mmng.  ine  ^  ^|'  ^y^^  bladder  only  contracts 
obstruction  occupied  nearly  an  mch.  Bou-  ^\  "  /  4i,«  a.,iA  ^^^^^i^Ja  ;«  ;*  «.<;ii 
gies  and  steel  Alators  wVre  now  passed  ««/"  ^  ^J>^|?"'^  T^^UC^Lll 
It  first  every,  and  afterwards  every  other  allow ;  and  thus  a  habit  is  formed  bv 
day,  until  the  strictured  part  was  as  large  which  the  muscular  power  is  weakened, 
as  the  rest  of  the  canal,  and  it  would  have  and  partially  lost 
been  impossible  to  have  told  where  the  ob- 
struction had  existed.  In  this  case  the  Case  X.^Stricture  of  \7  vears^  stand- 
bladder  had  partially  lost  its  power,  and  ing  divided  by  the  DouBU'Lancetted 
oould  not  expel  the  whole  of  its  contents,  Stilette, 

leaving  eight  ounces,  and  sometimes  more,  *.  ,001      /^     *  •    »     •««-4i.«i'.i 

of  urine  lehind.     A  catheter,  therefore,  ,   ^^^'^J  ^,^^'7^*?^°  ®' e!f/?„^  ^1 ' 

was  passed  night  and  morning,  to  draw  off  lowing  h"lory  of  his  case  :-That  in  U^e 

the  Residue,  Ind   steel   and^'other  tonic  summer  of  1814  he  first  found  «  diflicu^ty 

medicines  administered.    From  this  treat-  i"^  !«?»"?  ^^^^k-*' ^^°?  ^^^^^^^^^ 

ment   the   bladder  gradually  gained  its  to  embark  with  his  regiment,  he  had  no 

power;  and  in  about  three  months  the  opportunity  of  attendmg  to  his  complaint 

Satient  was  quite  weU,  and  enabled  to  re-  In^  the  following  year,  however,  a  mode- 

{,"     tn  Tniliar  ratc-sizcd  bougie  was  passed  with  difficulty 

turn  10  moia.  .^^  ^^  bladder;   he  had  not,  however. 

Remarks.— There  are  two  points  of  sufficient  resolution  to  continue  their  em- 

int«»rcst  in  this  case  :-lst,  the  hamor-  ployment    In  1818  he  contracted  two  or 

rhagic  character  of  the  stricture;  2dly,  three  gonorrhceas.    Th\disease  now  b^^ 

^r   ®     .•  1          1     :   ^r*i.«M«*i*i«i.  oivlii  came  much  worse:   he  had  violent  pain 

the  partial  paralysis  of  the  bladder,  after  ^^            ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^1^^^  ,^^^ 

the  stncture  was  cured.  j^^  ^^f^^  ^i,  ^^ne  so  indifferenUy,  that  he 

I  have  seen  several  cmcs  of  what  may  ^^  threatened  with  retention.  He  resorted 

be  called  the    lusmorrhagtc  tincture ;  ^^  medical  aid,  and  bougies  were  intio- 

and  .it  appears  to  arise  from  the  great  ^uced  for  him,  until  a  No.  8  could  be 

Tasculantr  of  the  substance  of  the  oh-  passed  freely  into  the  bladder.     In  two 

struction  Itself ;  ibat  is  to  say,  the  dis-  years  aftemards,  and  from  no  particular 

eased  structure,  which  forms  the  stric-  cause,  the  disease  became  more  distressing 

ture,  resembles  in  some  measure  that  of  than  before;   and  he  had  frequent  attacks 

the  bleedinir  pile.      I    have  had  only  of  retention.  He  underwent  another  couree 

in  one  instance  an  opportunity  of  exa-  of  bougies,  and  found  temporary  relief.  In 

mining  the  urethra  in  tUs  desciription  of  1829  spasms  came  on,  from  Javinflr  taken 

"  .  V  o         "1*1;  r      -  :«  «  «»-i  «/ii;nl.  too  violent  horse-cxcrase,  and  he  lost  th6 

stncture,  and  Uiat  was    n  a  case  wh  ch  ^^  ^^                    K      ^^  bladder. 

will  hereafter  be  related.     In  this,  the  g'^  lingered  on  in  a  great  state  of  suffering 

iiipple-like    projection,    from    whence  ^^^  jlgj^  ^^^^  y^^  retired  into  the  coun- 

iheMeedingcame,  wasof  ahigbly  vas-  y^^^   ^nd  consulted  an  eminent  surgeon 

cular  character.    The  fact  of  a  clean  there.    The  old  treatment  was  resumed, 

incision  into  a  stricture  producing  no  but  with  so  little  effect  that  his  surgeon 

bleeding,  while  the  passing  a  simple  advised  him  to  have  the  stricture  divided 

bongie  caused  great  haemorrhage,  may  within  the  urethra,  by  the  lancetted  sti- 

bc  accounted  for  by  the  cut  mouths  of  lette.    He  immediately  came  to  London, 

the  vessels  contracting  in  the   former,  and  placed  himself  under  my  care, 

and  in  the  latter  by  an  erasion  of  their  On  examining  this  gentleman,  I  found 

K.itr€aop>  a  stncture  situated  exactly  at  the  bulb, 

sunace.                       ^r  »u«  ki„^^«,  «iv«r  through  which  could  be   passed  a  very 

Partial  paralysis  of  the  bladder,  after  .^^n*  bougie.    As  the  common  methods 

a  stricture  has  existed  for  many  ycare,  ^^  treatment  had  failed,  I  recommended 

is   not  an  uncommon    occurrence.    At  |j.^  ^^  y^^^^  ^  jiivided  by  the  double  Ian- 

iirst  ihc  muscular  coat  becomes  thicken-  catted  stilette.    The  operation  was  accord, 

ed,    and    the    urine    is   expelled   with  jngly  performed  with  this  instrument,  and 

greater  force  than   natural ;   but  when  the  strictured  part  was  at  once  enlarged  to 

the  stricture   has  become   so   close   as  the  natural  size  of  the  caiinl.     A  No.  12 

only  to  allow  the  urine  to  pass  throui^h  catheter  was  now  introduced,  and  worn 

it  drop  by  drop,  the  bladder  frequcntTv,  for  five  days  afterwards.     Steel  dilators 
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were  passed  on  the  alternate  days,  for  a  Mr.  Abernetfav,  Surgeou  to  the  Uuion 

luontb  ;  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  Dispensary,  Farside,  Cloyne. 

he  left  my  care,  haying  lost  all  his  distress-  _            „         j      *  *  *«    i     j    *         . 

ing  symptoms,  and  making  water  in  a  Terence  Howard,  »lat  50,  land-steward 

natural-sized  stream.  ^^  genUeman  in  this  neighbourhood,  has 

had  stricture  of  the  urethra  for  many  years. 

Remarks.— The    disease  having   so  He  states  that  so  long  since  as  the  year 

frequently   returned,  and   caused   such  1803  he  received  a  hurt  from  the  saddle, 

distressing  symptoms,  there  is  hut  little  !!:^'^«  learning  to  nde,  m  the  13th  Light 

doubt   that  no  other  treatment  would  »«?«<>'»»  5  '"  consequence  of  which  the 

have  answered.      This    case    may    be  R!""  ^"f  "*"^.«^'??^"'  »^"^  ^7  "^?«^^ 

.j«tTu  auaTT^.vu.      -.««.   ,       ,  "*"/,. "'^  the  usual  remedies, it  was  slowly  subdued, 

classed  among  a  particular  description  i^^-      permanent  however,  a  small  hari 

of  stnctures,  which   might  not  impro-  tumor  in  the  part.    He  voided  his  urine 

perly   be  termed  the  elastic  stricture;  with  some  difficulty  ever  since.    He  has 

that  is  to  say,  the   structure  of  which  had  repeated  attacks  of  gonorrhoea,  and  af- 

the  diseased    part    is   composed    is  of  ter  each  the  difficulty  increased  until  it 

that  clastic    nature   that   it   somewhat  amounted  to  idmost  a  total  inability.    He 

resembles    the   consistence   of   Indian  has  frequently  underffone  courses  of  the 

rubber,  encircling  the  urethra.     Hence,  visual  treatment,  with  bougies,  &c.  &c., 

if    a    bougie    be    passed    through     a  ^^^^^  i"  ^^^  service,  from  which  he  was 

stricture  of  this  description,  and  it  is  <^8charged  in  the  year  1817.    He  was  at 

opened  even  to  a  considerable  extent,  ^^""^  ^5?«  *^^«  ^J^  *  ^"^  ^?^!L,^"* 

JLt  ;*  «^»#i.«.ii»'  <.i»«o<. ..»  ««.«:«      Tk;-  ^^^  after  found  it  impossible  to  introduce 

yet  It  gradually  closes  up  again.     This  instrument:   the  attempt  has  been 

disi)osition  to  contract  may   vary.     It  ^/^^  ^^   ^iflFerent  periods  since  by  sur. 

inay  occur  immediately  after  the  bougie  geons  whom  he  consulted,  but  without 

IS  withdrawn,  or  in  i^  few  hours  after-  success.     He  has  not  been  able  to  void  his 

wards;  a  week  may  elapse,  or  a  longer  urine  in  a  stream  for  several  years;  it 

period,  before  the  part  wholly,  or  par-  dribbles  continually,  and  he  is  harassed 

tially,  closes  up.      This  must  depend  with  the  most  urgent  desire  of  micturition, 

upon  the  different  degree  of  elasticity  of  at  very  short  intervals,  (accomnanied  by 

tljc  part.     If  it  be  highly  elastic,  then  severe  pain  in  the  glans  penis)  which  must 

it  immediately  contracts;  if  not,  this  be  complied  with  under  any  circumstance, 

process  gradually  takes  place.     Exam-  although  no  more  than  a  drop  or  two  «in 

pies  of  this  description  of  stricture  are  ^  ^^"^^  «»J  «^  ""^J^  o<«asions.    He  has 

of  daily  occurreni;  and  there  is  one  frequently  of  late  suffered  under  the  totid 

•^                     '  «          ^'        ^  ^t."  suspension  of  even  this  melancholy  and 

case  under  my  own  observation  at  this  iriding  means  of  relief,  being  for  iveral 

present  time,  in  the  person  oF  a  surgeou,  hours  unable  to  pass  a  drop]  and  whilst 

who  has  a  stncture  (the  hard  substance  writhing  under  the  torture  of  a  distended 

of  which  can  be  felt  externally  between  bladder,  declares  he    could    c<mtemplate 

the  finger  and  thumb)  between  two  and  with  .satisfaction  the  awful  consequences 

three  inches  from  the  orifice.     He  never  of  its  rupture,  which  he  was  convinced 

can  make  water  without  first  passing  a  would  quickly  terminate  his  misery, 

probe  throiTgh  the  stricture  to  open  it.  0°  examination  I  found  a  tumor  the 

Immediately  after  the  withdrawal    of  size  of  a  large  marble,  hard  as  a  piece  of 

this  instrument,  the   urine  flows.      If.  <»rUlage,  devoid  of  tenderness,  occupying 

however,  he  wishes  to  void  bis  urine  an  ^^  «»7"«  spongiosum,  about  four  inches 

hour  afterwards,  the  stricture  has  clo>ed  ^^"^  the  <>nfice  of  the  urethra,  the  course 

«.  J  u     •     Lr      I  A             Ai          I  of  which  canal,  antenor  and  postenor  to 

up,  and  he  is  oblijred  to  pass  the  probe  ^^e  tumor  for  more  than  an  inch  and  ahalf 

again  to  open  it.     This  might  by  some  either  way,  was  marked  by  an  indurated 

be  considered   as   spasm.      I  have  no  Hne,  feeling  as  if  a  piece  of  whipcoid  had 

doubt,  however,  in  my  own  mind,  that  been  inserted.    The  fnenum  preputii  is 

it  is  inechanical  obstruction.      I  have  deficient;  the  meatus  urinarius  laid  open, 

found  in  these  C4ise8,  if  the  part  be  di-  exhibiting  the  cicatrix  of  former  ulceration. 

Tided  within  tlie  canal,   the  indurated  The  patient  says  he  can  feel  the  urine  ad- 

snbataiice  composing  the   stricture  be-  vance  from  the  bladder  in  a  column,  until 

comes  absorbed,  and  the  disease  does  itreaches  the  indurated  part  of  the  urethra, 

not  toCwh.  close  behind  the  symphysis  pubis,  where  it 

s\iddenly  becomes  arrested.     A  small  sU 

Case  ^l.-^Stricture  of  29  years*  dura-  ver  probe  caunot  be  passed  farther  than  an 

ItOM  perfurated.  inch  from  the  meatus,  the  surface  of  which 

.  is  tender  and  excoriated. 

The  following  case,  (for  which  I  here  In  this  case,  according  to  thtf  patient's 

beg  to  thank  Bni,)  was  sent  to  mc  by  statement,  dilatation  had  been  tried  and 
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piofed  ineffectual,  and  now  appears  quite  hours,  and  passes  it  without  diiSculty  or 

impracticable.    Caustic  and  ail  other  es-  pain  in  a  full  stream, 

charoticsare  ou  t  of  the  c^uestion;  on  account  A  bougie  was  passed  every  day  for  a 

of  the  length  of  the  stnctured  portion,  and  fortnight,  increasing  the  size  to  a  No.  10. 

its  situation  presents  several  objections  to  At  first  this  caused  more  pain  than  the 

the  operation  for  artificial  urethra,  by  ex-  original  operation,  and  for  the  first  few 

temai  incision;  requiring  the  total  divi-  days  was  followed  by  a  drop  or  two  of 

sion  of  the  scrotum,  to  be  followed  pro-  blood  each  time.    The  smarting  in  making 

bably  by  infiltration  of  urine;  and  as  the  water  soon  disappeared :  the  tenderness  on 

penis  should  be  nearly  its  whole  length  introducing  the  bougie  continued  for  some 

laid  open,  the  complete  union  of  the  wound  time,  chiefly  felt  in  the  part  anterior  to 

over  tne  catheter  would  be  an  exceedingly  the  tumor.    The  bougie  was  smeared  with 

questionable  result    He  had  lately    re.  ung.  hydr.  nitr.    oxyd.  :  and  after    the 

quested  a  surgeon  to  perform  this  latter  first  fortnight  was  introduced  only  every 

operation  on  him,  which  he  described  as  second  or  third  da^  for  a  few  weeks  more, 

having  witnessed  in  a  military  hospital.  The  patient  continued  to  introduce  the 

but  it  was  prudently  declined.  bougie  once  or  twice  a  week  for  two  or 

Thus  cut  off  from  a  prospect  of  success  three  months  ;  long  after  all  uneasiness  or 
in  any  plan  of  treatment  I  had  seen  prac-  difiicuUy  in  introducing  the  instrument 
tised,  and  having  read  some  similar  cases  had  ceased.  He  was  never  an  hour  con- 
in  which  yon  had  successfully  employed  fined  in  consequence  of  the  operation,  after 
the  lancetted  stilette,  I  at  once  determined  the  first  day  :  and  has  since  enjoyed  l)ettcr 
to  attempt  piercing  the  stricture  from  with-  health  thau,  he  says,  he  ever  had  since  a 
in.  Accordingly,  I  proceeded  to  oi>erate  boy. 
as  follows.  Feb.  5th,  1 833. — I  have  tb is  day  exami ned 

May  9th,  1832. — Finding  that  I  could  Howard,  and  find  that  the  tumor  above 
not  introduce  the  canula  beyond  an  inch  described  has  nearly  disappeared,  being 
from  the  meatus,  I  laid  it  aside;  but  be-  now  scarcely  as  large  as  a  pea:  the  indu- 
fore  employing  the  single  bladed  stilette,  rated  line  is  quite  gone.    All  irritability  of 
I  resolved  to  use  every  effort  to  introduce  the  bladder  vanished  immediately  after  the 
the  fine  wire   which  the  canula  carries,  operation ;  he  is  able  to  retain  his  urine 
unsheathed ;  this,  by  long  and  steady  per-  for  the  normal  period,  and  void  it  with 
severance,  I  succeeded  in  effecting.     In  the  force  in  a  full    stream,  without  the  least 
passage  of  the  wire  through  the  indurated  difficulty.    A  large  sized   bougie  may  be 
canal  it  observed  an  exceedingly  tortuous  passed  into  the  bladder  without  the  slight- 
course,  so  that  were  it  not  for  its  flexibility,  est  pain  or  difficulty. 
as  well  as  its  extreme  tenuity,  it  could  ne-  ^k                  in.      i.*  «          r  «i.* 
vcr  have  passed.    When  suMcienUy  iuti«.  .    REMARK.-pe    historv  of  this  case 
duoed  I  appUed  Uie  double  lancetted  sti-  «  so  ably  and  so  fully  detailed,  as  to 
lette,    and   carried    it    steadily    forward  render  any  observation  of  mme  unne- 
through  the  entire  of  the  strictured  portion,  cessary . 
until,  the  lancet  being  withdrawn,  the  in-  CTo  be  contlnoed.] 
strument  passed  onward  without  further 
obstruction.     While   cutting  through  the  "" 

colons  tumor  considemble  resistance  was  j^tERNAL  HERNIA-STRICTURE 

offered,  resembling  that  which  a  half  ossi-  i  An«F  TNTFOTlNPR 

fiod  sternocostal  cartilage  might  give  the  OF  THE  LARGE  INTESTlNbb. 

knife.    A  No.  8  catheter  was  then  intro-  

duced,  and  passed  freely  into  the  bladder;  „  ,.     ^  ^, 

on  being  withdrawn,  a  few  drops  of  blood  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

followed  from  the  wound,  and  soon  after  a  c  _ 

considerable   quantity  of  dark  -  coloured  ^      '      *       .                           .         ,. 

ropy  mucus  was  passed  from  the  bladder.  The  obscurity   accompanyiug  diseases 

The  patient  did  not  complain  of  pain  dur-  of  the  abdomen,   which   pass   too   frc- 

ing  tiie   operation,  but  declares  he  scarce-  quently  under  the  indefinite  term  ^  con- 

ly  felt  it  being  done.     lOUi,  next  day — The  stipalion  of  the  bowels,"  induces  me  to 

patient  has  passed  urine  in  a  tolemble  ofiler,  briefly,  for  publication,  the  parii- 

stream  several  times  since  the  operation ;  culars   of  the  two   following  cases,  as 

and  does  not  feel  the  desire  so  often  as  be-  t^gy  appeared  immediately  before  death 

fore  it    Complains    of    some    smarting  ^nd  on  dissection 

while  passing  urine,  and  slight  tOTderaess  ^  D.  was  attacked  with  pain  in  the 


patVeliThas  be*^  out  about"  MsVsual  bnsi^    y  omiting:,  at  intervals,  of  feculent  matter, 
ncss  :  can  retain  his  urine  for  two  or  three    and  a  confined  state  of  the  bowels.    The 
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stronger  aperients  were  f^iven.    Calo-  cool  remarks 

niel,  colocynth,  sulphate  of  magnesia,  ^^ 

f::^^%%Tjlt:er^\7Sy,  "^HE  BURNING  OF  ONE-S  OWN 

but  incflectualljr.      At  the  end  of  ten  FINGERS. 

days  she  died.    On  dissection,  it  was  

discovered  that  from  two  to  three  feet  of  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

intestines,  including  the  lower  part  of  ^ 

the  ileum,  caecum,  and  commencement  rw                       u                 s          •,    n 

of  the  colon,  we^  encireled  bv  an  ad-  ^'°  J""  erer  bum  your  fingers?    Do 

Tcntitious  membranous  band,  about  two  I"'*  mwundeRtand  me :  I  know  an  edi- 

inches    in    length,   passing    from    the  *°f  ".^^f  »>ums  his  finffers  in  a  meta- 

mesentery  to  tffe  meiocoloS,  and  form-  Phoncal  sense;  but  without  a  figure-to 

ing  a  stricture  on  the  intestines,  which  ««?«»*  »y  '»T"r'^Tr^5!'-  '""  *"*'  ^"^ 

w?re  thereby  thrown  into  a  high  sute  of  y°"""  *X"/    ^.^.'.''u*'*  «"«""»? '  "'.* 

inflammatioi,  approaching  to  mortifica-  «f  you  like  to  publish  my  case  lere  it 

tion,  if  not  Actually  in  that  sutc,  for  "•    P«  bum  occurred  through  taking 

their  contents  had  escaped  into  the  ab-  "P;  »'«'«'«?"  the  index  and  thumb    a 

dominal  cavity  either  before  or  during  «'""»  f  "P.  •"^h'ch  a  w.ck  had  been  for 

the  incision  of  the  parietes.  several  minutes  alight  in  oil. 

Symptonu. 

Mrs.  M.,  two  years  ago,  had  inflam.  Zocfl/.— Sense  of  burning  heat ;  sud- 

mation  of  the  peritoneum  immediately  ^^^  appearance  of  two  flat  blisters,  of 

after  childbirth,  requirinff  active  treat,  ^he  size  of  elongated  silver  sixpences, 

ment  for  its  subdual.    Since  then  her  G?enera/.-Through  the  sudden  rush 

bowels  have  been  troublesome  from  COS.  of  the  animal  spirits  to  the  injured  ex- 

*'Ti"^??A,*'\^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^I  '«"r/'"l««  tremity,    the    mental   equilibrium  dis- 

tvith  difficulty  been  relieved  at  all.     In  turbed ;  influence  of  the  organ  of  vene- 

her  last  illness  the  more  powerful  ape-  ^ti^n  temporarily  suspended ;   strong 

nents  were  used,  which  produced  secre-  tendency  to  break  the  third  commancU 

tion  from  the  bowels,  but  ivitnout  afford,    m^nt ^but  repressed. 

ing  the  customaiy  relief.    Two  or  three 

days  previous  to  her  decease  she  had  Treatment, 

freouent  nausea,  with  a  tympanitic  state  General^The   practice    which    al- 

of  the  abdomen.    On  examination  after  layed  the  general  irritation  consisted  in 

death,  a  stricture  was  found  of  the  de-  throwing  Uie  china  cup  with  violence 

scending    colon,    extending   about  an  under  the  grate.    The  relief  was  instan- 

inch,  just  where  it  takes  the  name  of  uneous.    Bqt  I  hardly  venture  to  take 

sigmoid  flexure ;  and  the  intestinal  canal  ^uch  credit  for  this  idea  in  tberajieiitiee. 

was  so  nearly  obliterated  at  the  -stnc  xhe  practice,  I  am  aware,  10  nk  new ; 

tured  part,  that  the  small  end  of  a  blow-  ^nj  f  think,  after  all,  the  action  should 

pipe,  such  as  is  commonly  used  m  ana-  i^  ^i^^^d  rather  aa  a  symptom  and 

tomical  norsuits,  could  hardly  be  made  measure  of  the  injurr  sustoiued,  than  as 

to  pass  through  the  remaining  opening.  p„t  of  a  curative  intention :  or,  perhaps. 

In  external  appearance,  the  intestine  is  }t  i,  something  between  both-a  sudden 

considerably  less  at  the  strictured  part  eflbrt  toward?  relief  suggested  by  the 

than    elMwhere  :    its  coats  are  much  ^„  medicatrtjc,  and  proceeding,  accord- 

thickened,  and  of  cartilaginous  hardness,  i,,^  to  tho  language  of  different  theo- 

It  IS  worthy  of  remark,  that  but  forty-  ^ists,  either  from  the  superadded  nerves 

eight   hours    before  death,  rome   firm  ^f  3^11    ^^  from  an  instinctive  impulse 

feculent  matter  was  dlscharg^d  from  the  ^long  the  single  system  of  nerves  of 

bowels,  bearmg  the  shape  of  the  mtes-  ^ayo,  or  from  the  reflex  functions  of 

tine  below  the  stncture ;  so  that  it  must  Marshall  Hall 

have  passed  through  the  diseased  part  in  Local,--!.  Index  and  thumb  inserted 

a  fluid  state;  and  the  more  aqueous  por.  i„t^,  ^  tumbler   of  cold  water;    pain 

tion  had  been  removed  afterwards  by  the  ™,e  j^  ^^^  seconds.    Fingers  with- 

absorbents  of  the  rectum.  J^awn ;  pain  returns. 

Your  obedient  servant,  g.  Pieces  of  ice  held  between  index 

.,  •'•  ^'  ^?.*£*^'*»  and  thumb;  pain  gone.    Treatment dis. 

10  Mc«u«u   Si    t                           '^^*'  conl»n"«J  ^^^^  »  ^^^  minutes;  pain  re- 

iiumiS^qaarc!^  '  tums.    It  was  evident  there  would  be 
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no  return  of  pain,  if  the  application  of  lips,  sleepiness,  and  kiafidiagtt  Imsi  the 

cold  were  continued.  moutli,  nose,  eyes, and  earn;  wliile  at 

3.  Index  and  thumb  inserted  into,  similar  devataoas in  li»e«outhcni  hcmis- 
and  held  in  a  cupful  of  flour,  loosely  pbere  (keiv  is  a  strong  determination  of 
piled  round  the  digits  ;  ^  pain  otm  Mood  in  a  contrary  direction,  indicated 
tignted.  hj  paleness  and  shrinking  of  the  fea- 

4.  Index  and  thiMib  jMHtPaAoced  tures,  sleeplessness,  giddiness,  faiutness, 
into  ditto;  the  flour  i|^  prt$ted  down  and  Yomiting[ ;— apoplectic  symptimis 
into  the  cup ;  the  tetis^^ion  of  bumina  thus  charactenzing  the  first,  and  all  the 
iestened  of  Kaif  iU  pungency  ;  this  el-  usual  accompaniments  of  fainting  the 
feet    seemingly  permanent  while    the  second.    The  treatment  affording  relief 


cup  of  cold  salad  oil ;  relief  the  same  as  drinks,  and  the  stimulant  applications  to 
in  cold  water.  Upon  taking  out  the  the  external  parts,  such  as  the  mouth, 
fingers,  but  not  wiping  them,  thus  leav-  nose,  and  ears,  so  beneficial  in  the 
ing  them  incased  in  a  sheath  of  oil,  so  southern  affection,  being  hurtful  in  the 
aa  to  exclude  the  atmospheric  air, — pain  northern  one.  The  anoplectic  symptoms 
returns.  experienced  upon  Mont  Blanc  and 
6.  A  twisted  silk  handkerchief  wound  other  high  northern  mountains,  ha?c 
twice  tightly  round  the  top  of  penulti-  been  hitherto  ascribed  to  the  great  rare- 
mate  phalanx  of  index  and  thumb ;  pain  faction  of  the  air,  whereby  the  sofl  parts 
in  a  few  seconds  perfectly  numbed  and  of  the  human  body  are  permitted  to  be 
extinguished.  On  removing  the  liga-  expanded  by  the  reduction  of  the  at- 
tures, pain  returns.  Ligatures  re*apphed,  mospheric  pressure  upon  them;  butaa 
and  continued  from  eleven  till  one  no  such  effects,  but,  on  the  contrary,  ef- 
o'clock,  when  the  pain  had  entirely  fects  of  an  opposite  nature,  are  produced 
gone.  £? ery  ten  minutes,  during  this  by  similar  eieyations  in  the  Andes  of 
period,  the  ligatures  were  removed,  iM^utheni  America,  we  must  consequently 
when  the  pain  returned  ;  and  as  instan-  look  to  some  other  cause  than  atmosphe- 
taueonsly  subsided  on  their  re-applica-  ric  rarefaction  to  account  for  them  *.- 
tion.  During  the  last  hour  the  pain  In  South  America  there  are  twodistinct 
was  evidently  on  the  decline,  being  less  species  of  affections  noted  as  liable  to 
severe  at  each  removal  of  the  handker-  attack  those  unaccustomed  to  high  as- 
chief.— PZura  oiiotus.     Vale,  cents :  the  first  being  the  usual  difficulty 

MuTius  C.  ScAVOLA.  ofbrcathing arising Trom  atmosphcricra- 

QalDto  Cleodo.  Mall.  refaction  (common  to  all  high  elevations 

throughout  the  world),  and  the  second,  the 

more  alarming  one,  previously  spoken  of, 

EFFECTS  OF  MOUNTAIN  ELEVA-  which  proved  so  fatal  to  Bolivar's  airoy 

TIONS  UPOK  THE  HUMAN  BODY.  ?t  ^^^  crossing  of  the  Andes,  as  recorded 

m  the  interesting  **  Memoirs  of  General 

By    p.    Cunningham,  Miller."    The  first  is  known  in  Peru  by 

Snrgeoo,  B.N.  the  name  of  /wnya,  and  the  second  by 

.,..._            „ that  of  9orochiy  in  consequence   of  a 

(Co««.nl»i«lbT  A.^<M,LAH»  H.TTe»..>,  b^ii^f  that  a  nr^o,  or  foul  wind.is  the 

cause  of  it.  "  According,  however,  to  the 

opinion  of  Mr.  B.  Scott,  the  intelligent 

The  singnlarcontrast  of  high  mountains  English    engineer  superintending   the 

in  the  northern  hemisphere  producing  re-  great  aqueduct  at  Tacna  (Peru),  elec- 

verse  effects  upon  the  travellers  ascend-  tricitv  is  its  exciting  cause~-an  opinion 

ing   them,    to    those  in    the  southern  which  he  has  arrived  at  in  consequence 

hemisphere,  never  having  been,  to  my  of  observing  particular  parts  of  the  Cor^ 

knowledge,  animadvertea   on,  a  short  dillera  to  be  more  subject  to  it  than  others 

parallel  between  die  two  may  not  be  (and  these  not  always  the  highest),  at 

unacceptable.    At  high  elevations  in  the     

northern  hemisphere  fsuch  as  the  top  of 

Mont  Blanc),  there  is  a  strong  deter-  •  H  »•  mW,  however,  that  when  HnmiMiidt  m- 

mitintinn  nfhlnAa  tii  tbp  hpA<l    inciiratfid  cended  Chlmboraio,  to  the  height  of  19,798  feet, 

minatioii  ot  Diooa  to  tne  neaa,  inaicaieo  ^j^,^,,  ^^^^  ^^^^  ,j,,  jy„^  „       ^^  guin».- 

by  swelling  and  lividity  of  the  face  and  ep.  Gas. 
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which  parts  the  electrometer  was  always  and  disposition  to  stand  still,  which,  if 
greatly  deflected.  not  pcnnitted,  they  tumble  dawn,  sel- 
The  above  reverse  effects  in  the  respec-  dom  to  rise  again.  The  moment  the 
tive  hemispheres  may,  I  conceive,  be  rea-  rider  ^rceives  the  warning,  he  slackens 
dily  accounted  for  by  the  curious  fact  of  the  reins,  to  enable  the  animal  to  hang 
the  electric  polarities  of  bodies  being  the  down  its  head  until  it  recovers ;  of  the 
reverse  in  the  southern  hemisphere  to  beneficial  effects  of  which  a  mule  is  so 
what  they  are  in  the  northern ;  a  fact  for  well  aware,  that  when  the  complaint 
the  observation  of  which,  I  believe,  we  came  upon  mine  in  ascending  a  de- 
are  indebted  to  Lieut  Peter  Lecount,R.N.,  clivity,  it  invariably  turned  round,  with 
when  employed  at  the  Island  of  Ascen-  the  head  down  hill,  in  order  to  make  it 
sion,  during  the  period  of  Bonaparte's  more  dependent. 

detention  at  St.  Helena.  Thus, electricity  The    treatment    found    most    useful 

being  found  to  occupy  the  upper  portion  in    fainting,    is    found   also   the  most 

of  bodies  in  the  northern  hemisphere,  useful    in    sarochS— viz.    the  horizon- 

and  the  lower  portion  in  the  southern,  tal  posture,    brandy    and  water,    cold 

will  consequently   tend  to  propel  the  water  dashed  upon  the  face,  and  smell" 

blood  towards  the  head  in  the  first,  and  ing-salts  to  the  nose :   rubbing  of  the 

towards  the  feet  in  the  second ;  thereby  nose,  mouth,  and  ears,  with  garlic,  be- 

giving  rise  to  an  apoplectic  tendenc^r  in  ing    capable    of   averting    its   attacks 

3ie  one,  and  to  a  tendency  to  fainting  in  t)oth  man  and  beast.     The  Peruvians 

in    the  other,  the  symptoms   in  both  compare  the  soroche  to  sea-sickness,  to 

being  necessarily  mitigated  by  the  hori-  which  it  has  certainly  a  very  close  re- 

zontal  posture,  whereby  the  electricity  semblance,  as  well  as  to  the  state  of 

is  more  equably  distributed  throughout  body  resulting  from  the  sudden  abstrac- 

the  body,  in  consequence  of  its  occupy-  tion  of  a  large  quantity  of  blood  ;   the 

ing  the  latter  longitudinally  instead  of  faintness,  sinking  of  pulse,  prostration 

transversely.     I  am  further  disposed  to  of  strength,  irritability  of  stomach,  pal- 

this  opinion,  from  finding  that  travellers  lor  of  Mature,  and  cold  perspirations, 

in  the  Andes  seldom  experience  any  un-  being  similar  in  all.     How  opposite  to 

pleasant  feeling  as  long  as  they  remain  the  above  are  the  symptoms  consequent 

on  horseback,  where  they  are  in  a  great  on  the  ascent  of  Mont  Blanc,  and  other 

measure  insulated  from  the  electric  in-  northern   mountains -~ a    difference    so 

fluence  of  the  earth,  by  the  non-con-  marked,  as  to  point  to  some  distinct 

ducting  sheepskin  paddings  placed  un-  cause    existing   in    each    hemisphere, 

der  the  saddles  in  Peru.  through  which  such  diametrically  oppo- 

In  July,  IS33,  I  accompanied  Cap-  site  effects  are  produced — a  cause  which, 

tain   Hope,  of   H.  M.  S.  Tyne,    Mr.  I  doubt  not,  g^ves  rise  also  to  those 

Young,   a    merchant   of  Tacna,     and  distinctive    features    characterizing    so 

Mr.  Scott,   engineer,    on  an    interest-  strongly   the  animals  of  the  southern 

ing  excursion  to  the   aqueduct   exca-  hemisphere  from  those  of  the  northern.  ' 
vating    on    the    plain  or  Chinchillar, 

nearly  14,000  feet  above  the  level  of  the 

sea,  and  no  unpleasant  symptoms  were 

experienced  by  any  of  us  until  we  had  ^^  "^^^  probable 

crossed  the  highest  ridge  of  the  Cordil-  DURATION     OF      LIFE      AMONG 

lera,  and  alighted  to  walk    when  all  MEDICAL    PRACTITIONERS. 

except  Mr.  Scott  were  instantly  attacked 

with  the  soroche.    The  moment  that  my  Br  Profkssor  Casper,  of  Berlin. 

feet  touched  the  ground,  I  was  seized  _ 

with   giddiness,  dimness  of  sight,  and 

nausea,  followed  by  such  an  universal  There  is  no  part  of  medical  statistics 

tremor  and  debility  that  I  could  barely  more  painfully  interesting,  and  at  the 

support  myself  until  I  remounted  my  same  time  important,  than  that  which 

mule,  when,  by  lowering  of  ray  head,  relates  to  the  probabilities  of  the  dura- 

and  the  use  of  a  smelling-bottle,  I  was  tion  of  life.     Inquiry  on  the  subject,  it 

enabled  to  continue  my  journey  to  our  is  true,  scarcely  tends  to  lifl  the  thick 

dining    place,    two  miles  farther    on.  veil  which  conceals  the  limits  of  iudivi. 

Animals  are  as  subject  to  it  as  man,  the  dual  life,  and  has  little  power  to  satisfy 

first  symptoms  with  the  mules  bein^  a  the  pardonable  curiosity  which  we  all 

violent    trembling,   hurried  breathing,  have,  to  know  how  long  we  may  have 
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to  li?e :  yet,  when  applied  to  masses,  it  three  as  my  point  de  dSparty  both  for  the 

enables  us  to  arrive  at  results  of  g'reat  medical  as  well  as  the  other  professions 

consequence,  whenever  provision  is  to  be  (a  comparison  of  which  it  is  my  in  ten* 

made  for  the  duration  of  life  in  general,  tion  hereafter  to  make  public) ;   but  if 

or  for  the  probable  duration  of  it  at  cer-  others    should    choose   twenty-four    or 

tain  epochs.  twenty-five  as  the  age  from  which  we 

For  upwards  of  ten  ^ears  I  have  been  shoula  begin  to  calculate,  it  in  nowise 
eng^gea,  during  m^  leisure  moments,  in  interferes  with  the  exactitude  of  the  re- 
researches  of  this  kind— thedifficultics  of  suits. 

which  can  only  be  compensated  by  the  My  chief  authorities  in  ascertaining 

value  attachinglo  each  result.     I  have  the  aates  of  the  births  and  deaths  of 

considered  most  of  the  circumstances  those  on  whom  I  reckoned  were,  Ersch, 

which  tend  to  modify  the  duration  of  in  his   Manual  of  Literature  (Leipsic, 

human  life,  and  those  more  particularly  1822),    and  Voigt,    in    his  Necrology 

which  are  connected  with  tne  practice  (1833)^   whose    valuable    collection    is 

of  the  different  professions.     Much  has  known  to  have  been  principally  formed 

been  attempted  within  the  last  two  bun-  from  manuscripts  communicated  by  the 

dred  years  on  this  subject  by  mathema-  friends  and  relatives  of  the  deceased, 

tical  and  statistical  inquirers,  yet  much  In  column  A.  of  the  following  table 

remains  to  be  done ;  for,  in  fact,  with  the  we  have  the  ages  at  which  our  medical 

exception  of  Dcparcieux's  work  on  the  men  died :    B.  contains  the  number  of 

mean  duration  of  life  among  monastic  deaths  at  those  ages, 

persons  of  both  sexes,  we  cannot  be  Now  we  suppose  the  624  individuals 

satisfied  with  any  thing  that  has  hitherto  on  whose  deaths  the  table  is  constructed 

been  accomplished.  to  have  been  contemporaries,  or  that  they 

Although  [  should  not  feel  justified  in  were  all  aged  23  at  the  same  time.     On 

laying  at  present  the  whole  of  my  work  this  supposition  the  cypher  624  is  placed 

before  the  public,  there  is,  notwitnstand-  in  column  C,  opposite  the  age  of  23; 

iiijg,  a  portion  of  it  with  the  correctness  and  as  there  are  two  deaths  for  fbat  age, 

ofwhich  I  am  so  well  satisfied  as  not  to  622  is  the  cypher  which  must  stand  next 

hesitate  in  publishing  it :  the  portion  or  in  column  C,  corresponding  with  the  age 

fragment  to  which  I  allude  relates  to  of  24  in  column  A.    Thus  the  column 

the  probabilities  of  the  duration  of  life  C  is  formed  throughout,  until  the  whole 

among  medical  men.  of  the  624  are  deceased,  which  is  found 

Establishments  having  a  close  con.  to  be  at  the  d2d  year.  Column  D  exhi- 
nexion  with  civilization,  such  as  life  as-  bits  the  number  of  years  which  may  be 
surance  companies,  those  for  annuities  allotted  to  each  period — that  is,  the  pro- 
to  survivors,  for  mutual  assurance,  &c.  bable  duration  of  life  according  to  rial- 
have  become  numerous  of  late'  years ;  ley *s  method  *.  I  have  preferred  the 
and  the  institution,  set  on  foot  by  the  form  which  Hallcy  follows  to  that  of 
illustrious  Hufeland,  for  the  benefit  of  Deparcieux,  as  beingr  less  complicated, 
members  of  the  profession,  may  serve  as  at  the  same  time  that  it  leads  to  the  same 
a^model  of  the  kind.  But  none  of  these  results.  By  Halley's  method,  we  find 
establishments,  as  the  experienced  can  the  probable  duration  oflife  very  readily: 
testify,  and  as  lamentable  events  have  we  look  into  the  column  C  to  ascertain 
too  clearly  shewn,  can  possibly  subsist  at  what  age  only  half  those  living  at 
for  any  leng^hen^  period,  unless  found-  any  given  period  survive.  Thus,  if  of 
ed  on  y^ry  exact  taoles  of  mortality.  It  122  medical  men  who  are  72  years  of 
was  with  (his  impression  that  the  follow-  age,  we  find  that  the  half  are  dead  at  77, 
inr  tabular  view  was  formed.  it  would  seem  that  the  chances  of  the 

in  order  to  obtain  the  most  satisfac-  122  reaching  that  age,  and  of  not  reach- 

tory  points  of  comparison,  I  have  noted  ing  it,  are  equal ;   and  the  difference  of 

down  624  cases    of  death,    occurring  the  ages  r77 — 72) — nearly  five  years— is 

among  physicians  and  surgeons,  mostly  the  lengtn  of  time  which  those  of  72 

all  Germans, — and  excepting  anatomists,  may  hope  to  live  f .   Nothing  positive,  of 

veterinarians,  naturalists,  and  medical 

»«.  who  .re  wieijr  devoted  to  litera-  r.';&7.'^*c:.".'ir,"r.ST;;^i.,'°i5,vs;?h': 

tore*.     1  have  taken  the  age  of  twenty-  Addition  of  the  re*ulU,  which  only  lerre  to  con- 

,     "  Ann  those  alrMdy  obtained. 

•  Philosophical  Tranittctione  for  1001  and  Itf&S* 

•  I  have  ■face  calculated  the  mean  duration  of  t  In  general  terms:  If  m  be  the  number  of  uer- 

tbe  Uves  of  Mvcnty-tlx  other  mcilical  men— thoa  sons  who  hare  attained  the  age  a,  and  that  at  the 

336.— XIV.  p 
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course,  can  be  predicated  from  the  table    conclusions,  as  experience  has  proved, 
respecting  tbe  probable  duration  of  the    are  nevertheless  extremely  eertmin, 
life  of  any  individual ;  but  the  general 
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A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

Age. 

Deaths. 

• 

Living. 

Probable 
Life. 

Age. 

Death  ■ 

Llviag* 

Probable 
Life. 

Years. 

Year*. 

23 

2 

624 

35,  5 

58 

10 

317 

11,  0 

IM 

I 

622 

34,  4 

59 

17 

307 

10,  6 

25 

4 

621 

35,  4 

60 

12 

290 

10,  3 

26 

3 

617 

33,  0 

61 

15 

278 

9,7 

27 

7 

614 

32,  0 

62 

14 

263 

9,  0 

28 

5 

607 

31,  4 

63 

19 

249 

8,  8 

29 

5 

602 

30,  1 

64 

20 

230 

8,  5 

30 

5 

597 

29,  8 

65 

11 

210 

8,  0 

31 

11 

592 

28,6 

66 

18 

199 

7,5 

32 

8 

581 

28,  0 

67 

6 

181 

7,2 

33 

11 

573 

27,  6 

68 

16 

175 

6,  5 

34 

11 

562 

26,  8 

69 

9 

159 

6,  0 

35 

8 

551 

26,  0 

70 

17 

150 

5,  5 

36 

7 

6^ 

25,5 

71 

11 

133 

5.4 

37 

8 

536 

24,  7 

72 

15 

122 

5,  0 

38 

14 

528 

24,  0 

73 

14 

107 

5,  0 

39 

8 

514 

23,  5 

74 

13 

93 

4,7 

40, 

9 

506 

22,  7 

75 

10 

80 

4,  6 

41 

U 

497 

22,  0 

76 

9 

70 

4,  4 

42 

6 

486 

21,  3 

77 

8 

61 

3,  9 

43 

8 

480 

20,  3 

78 

10 

53 

3,  3 

44 

8 

472 

19,  7 

79 

4 

43 

3,  0 

45 

11 

464 

19,  0 

80 

11 

39 

3,  0 

46 

4 

453 

18,  2 

81 

6 

28 

4,0 

47 

14 

449 

17,  3 

82 

3 

22 

4»  0 

48 

11 

435 

16,  7 

83 

3 

19 

4.  0 

49 

12 

424 

16,  0 

84 

2 

16 

4,  0 

50 

13 

412 

15,4 

85 

3 

14 

4,  0 

51 

8 

399 

15,  0 

86 

2 

11 

3,  5 

52 

11 

391 

14,  2 

87 

— 

9 

2,6 

53 

10 

380 

13,  5 

88 

2 

9 

2,  0 

54 

18 

370 

12,  8 

89 

4 

7 

1,  5 

55 

14 

352 

12,  6 

90 

1 

3 

0,  5 

56 

13 

338 

12,  4 

91 

2 

2 

0,  0 

57 

8 

325     11,  9 

92 

"*" 

0 

From  this  table  we  gather  the  sad 
certainty  of  the  shortcareer  of  those  who 
practise  the  medical  art.  Supposing  the 
ordinary  duration  of  human  life  to  be 
70  years,  we  see  that  scarcely  a  fourth 
part  of  our  medical  brethren  attain  that 
age ;  and  hardly  one  in  Id  reaches  the 
age  of  80.  Or  again :  if  in  youth  the 
resolution  be  taken  to  devote  oneself  ac- 
tively  to  the  laborious  pursuits  of  medi- 
cal science  and  practice,  in  order  to  enjoy 

age  n  the  namber  la  found  to  he  redoced  to4  m, 
M  will  expreet  the  probability  of  vital  duration, 
and  N — •  the  number  of  years  on  which  tbe  Indi- 
Tldnsls  m  may  calculate. 


in  old  age  the  fruits  of  a  life  of  exertion, 
it  is  a  melancholy  fact  that  one  half 
the  number  of  practitioners  is  cut  off  be- 
fore that  period  :  so  that  the  remarks  of 
Jean  Paul  are  peculiarly  applicable  to  our 
case.  *'  The  life  of  man,''  says  this  au- 
thor, "  has  oAen  been  compared  to  that 
of  travellers  or  pilgrims :  it  seems  to  me 
rather  to  resemble  that  of  an  innkeeper^ 
who  is  ever  busy  about  his  guests,  re- 
ceiving them,  and  seeing  them  depart; 
and  who,  on  the  occurrence  of  every  in- 
terval of  unprofitable  repose,  longs  for  a 
fresh  bustle,  desirous  of  more  work  when 
at  rest,  and  of  rest  when  at  work ;  al- 
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wa^s  hoping'  for  tbe  time  to  come  when 

2uiet  ana  ease  will  suffer  him  to  enjoy 
is  arm-chair  in  tranquillity;  but,  in 
general,  before  that  time  arrives,  he  is 
gathered  to  his  eternal  rest." 

There  are  a  few  points  of  comparison 
between  the  mortality  in  the  medical 
4Lnd  that  in  other  professions,  which  I 
cannot  willingly  omit  to  notice.  Di- 
vines (Um  tlUologiens)  among  all  the 
professions,  are  those  who  seem  to  stand 
the  best  chance  of  long  life ;  and  if  they 
die  off  more  slowly,  or  enjoy  more  lon- 
gevity than  the  other,  it  is  just  the  re- 
verse with  medical  practitioners.  Tbe 
following  summary  will  show  the  dif- 
ference : — 


Ages. 

Deaths. 

Pbysldans. 

Divines. 

23  to  32  .... 
33  —  42  .... 
43  —  52  .... 
53  —  62  .... 
68  —  72  .... 
73  —  82  .... 
83  —  92  .... 

82 
149 
160 
210 
228 
141 

30 

43 

58 

64 

182 

328 

255 

70 

1000 

1000 

And  tbe  following  list  may  serve  to 
show  bow  much  shorter  the  probable 
length  of  life  is  among  medical  men 
than  among  others.  Taking  100  indi- 
viduals in  each  calling,  the  number  who 
attained  the  age  of  70  have  been,  among 

Divines 43 

Agriculturists  and  foresters 40 

Employh  in  high  offices 35 

Mercantile  persons  and  traders  . .  35 

Military  men 32 

Emploifes  in  lower  departments    . .  32 

Advocates   29 

Artists 28 

Teachers,  Professors 27 

Medical  practitioners 24 

But  what  are  the  causes  to  which  we 
must  attribute  this  low  place  in  the  scale 
of  vitality  held  by  our  profession  ?  It 
would  be  needless  to  enumerate  them  to 
those  who  are  familiar  with  the  extent 
of  labour  which  the  practice  of  medicine 
entails.  There  is,  perhaps,  no  profes* 
sion  which  requires    more  moral  and 


shysical  exertion  than  ours,  which  al- 
lows less  of  repose,  or  of  that  tranquil- 
lity which  is  so  conducive  both  to  in- 
ternal and  external  life.  There  is  none 
which  exposes  the  members  of  it  to  such 
bodily  fatigue,  such  mischief  from  bad 
weather — such  disturbance  of  the  night's 
rest,~so  much  watching,  irregularity  of 
meak,  disorders  of  the  digestive  organs, 
and  mental  affections  of  all  kinds :  in  a 
word,  to  such  dangerous  influences,  per- 
petually recurring,  and  all  tending  to 
sap  the  vital  powers.  If  we  add  to  this, 
that  there  are  far  more  practitioners  cut 
off  by  contagion  than  are  commonly 
supposed,  we  shall  easily  see  the  ground- 
lessness of  the  satirical  observaticm,  that 
sybaritism  is  the  rock  on  which  medical 
men  are  wrecked.  It  may  be  men- 
tioned,  that  in  the  table  given  above, 
the  great  majority  of  those  who  are  the 
subject  of  it  were  country  practitioners, 
whom  to  accuse  of  luxurious  living  wer« 
too  bitter  a  satire,— one,  indeed,  wholly 
undeserved  by  a  profession,  which  has 
such  strong  claims  to  public  gratitude, 
since  tliose  who  practise  it  abridge  at 
least,  if  they  do  not  absolutely  sacrifice, 
their  existence,  in  endeavouring  to  pro- 
long that  of  others*. 


MEDICAL  STATISTICS. 

COMPARATIVE  MORTALITY  OF  ENGLAND. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Sir, 

T  app;eal  with  confidence  to  your  love 
of  justice,  and  to  the  respedt  you  pro- 
fess towards  the  general  practitioner, 
for  the  insertion  of  the  following  ex- 
tracts from  the  last  Parliamentary  Re- 
ports on  the  population  of  this  country, 
as  they  will  tend  materially  to  qualify 
the  objections  you  have  made  to  the  re- 
sults deduced  irom  them  in  your  edito- 
rial remarks  of  last  Saturday.  The 
compiler  of  these  reports  (Mr.  Kickman) 
says,  that  "  the  increased  duration  of 
life  in  England  is  a  phenomenon  which 
has  attracted  more  notice  abroad  than  at 
home,  but  seems  now  to  be  generally 
admitted  by  those  who  have  studied  the 
subject  with  the  best  means  of  arriving 
at  a  welLJounded  conviction  ;'*  and  he  re- 
fers to  Sir  6.  Blane's  Reflections  on  the 
present  Crisis,  1831.  Again,  in  reference 

*  Berliner  Medlclnliche  Zeltting,  and  Aniwlct 
d' Hygiene. 
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to  the  defective  registers  of  this  couii-  ANALYSES  and  NOTICESop  BOOKS. 

try,  as  compared  with  the  more  perfect  

reports  of  the  Continent,  he  sajs,  that 

"  absolute  exemption  from  defective  or  "  L'Auteur  se  tue  h  allooger  ce  que  le  lecteur  «• 

erroneous  entrj  \n  these  registeis  must  ^ue  k  .b,*ger."-i>«Ai.M-.«T. 

not  be  expected;  but  it  may  fairly  be  

doubted   whether  such   avowal  of  im-  ^y,„^;^,    d'Hygiine    publique,     et    de 
perfection  is  not  preferable  to  the  official  Midecine  Ugale.    Avii  1834. 

appearance  of  perfection  which  is  olterea 

to  the  inquirer  in  those  nations  where  by  Xhe  leading  paper  in  the  present  num- 
positive  law  and  severe  penalties  the  |,er  is  one   by  MM.  Orfila,  and  Parent 
acknowledgment    of    imperfection    in  DuchatpJet — an  elabojrate  report  made  to 
civil  refifisters  (as   they  are   called)  is  the  French  authorities— on  the  Effluvia 
effectually  prohibited,  and    where    no  proceeding  from  Starch-works,  with  a 
allowance  can   be   made   by  the   cal-  yiew  to  determine  how  far  the  emana- 
culator  for  negligence,  which  yet  may  tjons  from  such  sources  resemble  those 
bare  sometimes  existed.     In  the  first  f^Qm  marshy   localities.     M.  Villerme 
case,    as    in    England,     the     degree  also  supplies  an  article  on  the  unhealthy 
of  omission  and  defect  is  open  to  in-  influence  of  marshes.     After  which  we 
vestigation   and    discussion,    and    rea-  have   a  curious  contribution  from   M. 
sonable    approximation   is   attainable."  Roussel  de  Vauzeme,  On  the  Salutary 
But  we   have   other  testimony  to  the  Effects  of  the  Potato  on  the  Crews  en- 
superior  value  of  life  in  this  country,  gaged  in  the  Whale-fishery.    This  gen- 
upon    which    we   may    unhesitatingly  tleman  gives  an  account  of  a  voyage  he 
rely.     Take,  for  instance,  the  mortality  made  in  the  Massachusset,   a  whale- 
among   the  insurers  of  the  Equitable  fisher  from  Havre  to  the  South  Seas. 
Society  (as  shewn  in   their  published  Xhe  crew  were  well  su]>plied  with  a  va- 
tables),  for  the  twenty  J^ears,  ftom  1800  rfeihr  of  wholesome  provisions ;  they  had 
to  1820  (individuals,  be  it  recollected,  of  cofllee  for  the  morning,  and  tea  for  the 
all  ajges,  from  adolescence  to  extreme  evening  beverage;  they  had  plenty  of 
senility),  the  ratio  is  one  only  in  eighty-  biscuit,  pudding,  beef,  pork,  rice,  neas, 
one  and  a  half,  considerably  less  than  maize,  and  potatoes ;  the  utmost  clean- 
that  of  any  countrj^  in  the  known  world ;  Huess  was  observed  about  the  shij),  and 
and  contrast  with  it  the  mortality  of  the  the  persons  of  tho  seamen ;  exercise  was 
French    soldiery  between   twenty  and  constantly  taken,  and  cheerful  recrea- 
tbirty  years  of  age — men  under  disci-  tiou  was  enjoyed.     Tet,  on  the  home- 
pline,  in  the  prime  of  life,  in  a  time  of  ward  voyaope,  «everal  of  the  men  were 
peace,  as  recently  published  by  M.  de  attacked  with  scurvy,  in  conse<juence  of 
Chateauneuf,  No.  20  Annales  d*Hygi^ne  the  stock  of  potatoes  having  failed.     In 
Publique :  it  will  be  found  to  be  nearly  a  subsequent  voyage  the  malady  was 
double,  being  one  in  44  and  a  fraction,  warded  off  by  an  abundant  supply  of 
Without  multiplying   indirect   proofs,  potatoes;  ana  when  symptoms  or  its  ap- 
it  will  be  sufficient  to  refer  to  the  elabo-  proach  were  apprehendea,  a  tub  of  raw 
rate  report  of  Moreau  de  Jonn^s,  read  at  potatoes  was  left  at  the  foot  of  the  mast, 
the  Academic  des  Sciences  of  Paris  only  daily,  to  be  consumed  at  discretion  by 
last  year,  to  shew  that  the  best-informed  the  sailors.   The  whale-fishers  have  long 
foreigners  (making  such  allowance  as  been  thoroughly  impressed  with  the  per- 


of  mortality  being,  for  England,  one  m  carrying  out  a  little  private  stock  of  the 

fifty-eight,  and  for  France,  one  in  thirty-  trusty  antiscorbutic,  to  provide  against 

nine,  or  one-third  more— a  difference  so  the  day  of  trouble, 

great  as  to  put  the  medical  practitioners  M.  Dnverg^e  has  published   in   this 

of  this  country  beyond  the  fear  of  com-  number    his  elaborate    paper    On  the 

petition  (on  tnis  ground)  with  the  most  Means  of  Detecting  Corrosive  Subli- 

favotired  of  their  Continental  brethren,  ngate  in  Complex  Mixtures ;  and  M. 

I  am,  sir,  Orfila,  in  a  short  letter  which  follows. 

Your  obedient  servant,  has  borne  testimony  to  its  merits,  while 

A  General  Practitioner,  he  puts  in  a  short  reclamation  for  him- 

Aprll  S4, 1834.  •^"*     ^^  propose  giving  an  analysis  of 
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the  paper  in  a  future  number.    Of  Pro-  bly  underrated  bj  those  wbo  pretend  to 

i^r  Casper's  valuable  cssaj,  On  the  fix  it  at  1  in  42,  or  even  40;  and  that 

rrobable  Duration  of  Life  among  Me-  ^i  ^  „«^„^^.,„  ;«»«,^««:«„  ♦^  ♦!.  *    tr   * 

dicalMm,  which  hL  been  judiciously  ^}\  «"^"fo»«  impression  to  that  effect 

extracted  from  the  Medical  Gazette  of  "  founded  on  the  vaguest  eyidencc-the 

Berlin,  we  have  g^ven  a  version  in  a  optional  returns  of  the  parish  clerks  of 

preceding  page.  a  certoin  number  of  districts— returns 

_^______^^^__^__^____^___________^  which  are  not  only  imperfect,  from  the 

negligent  manner  of  keeping  them,  but 

MEDICAij  GAZETTE  extremely  defective,  and  almost  unma- 
nageable, inasmuch  as  they  contain  only 

Saturday,  May  10, 1834.  the  entries  of  buried  people  belonging 

to    the   established   church,   or  whose 

*'  Licet  omnibua,  licet  ctUm  mihi,  diguitatcm  friends  are  willing  to  have  them  buried 

Artia  Meiiem  toerli   potestas  modo  renlendi  In  __  «„«i. .  *i  ..„  ^„^i    j«        *v     i 

publicum  .It.  dicendl  perlcalum  ooo  recueo."  **  ^^^^  J  **^".*  excluding  the  large   pro- 

c»cKBo.  portion  of  Dissenters  who  are  interred  in 
■""~  cemeteries  belonging  to  the  different 
FACTS  CONNECTED  WITH  THE  secte,  or,  at  all  events,  out  of  the  juris- 
SALUBRITY  OF  THE  METRO,  diction  of  the  worshipful  company  of 
POLIS.  parish  clerks.  Yet  we  freely  stated  our 
A  CORRESPONDENT,  whosc  letter  we  give  conviction  of  the  possibility  of  applying 
in  another  page,  has  recalled  our  atten-  such  corrections  to  those  vague  returns, 
lion  to  the  reputed  salubrity  of  this  and  of  procuring  such  approximations, 
town ;  he  goes,  indeed,  to  a  greater  ex-  as  should  render  them  not  unsatisfac- 
tent  than  we  did,  and  quotes  some  au-  tory,  or  perhaps  procure  results  not  Ytry 
thorities  tending  to  establish  the  degree  far  from  the  truth.  Some  examples  of 
of  salubrity  which  he  would  attribute  to  these  approximations  we  gave ;  and  it 
the  country  at  large.  From  the  tone  in  must  be  confessed  they  were  not  exactly 
which  he  writes,  we  must  allow  him  to  in  accordance  with  those  commonly, 
be  not  a  little  zealous  in  endeavouring  and,  as  we  conceive,  too  easily  received, 
to  support  his  opinion;  and  it  would  •  Mr.  Rickman,  the  able  compiler  of 
seem,  by  his  appealing  to  our  juttice,  the  Population  Returns,  who  is  so  con- 
that  he  fancies  we  may  be  reluctant  in  stantly  referred  to  by  our  statistical  in- 
admitting  the  facts  which  he  adduces,  quirers,  gives  his  testimony  strongly  in 
We,  however,  in  the  recent  obsenations  favour  of  a  low  rate  of  mortality  in  this 
which  we  made  on  the  system  of  paro-  country.  But  it  ought  to  be  observed, 
chial  registration  practised  in  this  coun-  that  he  depends  altogether  for  the 
try,  went  no  farther  than  the  metropolis ;  grounds  of  his  opinion,  on  the  authority 
our  remarks  were  purely  founded  on  the  of  others.  He  acknowledges  that  the 
Bills  of  Mortality  of  London  and  West-  absolute  mortality  cannot  be  stated  ;  and 
minster  for  the  past  year,  which  had  that  the  utmost  we  can  arrive  at,  is  a 
just  been  laid  before  the  public.  We  eoinp/irattve  estimate  of  its  amount.  He 
said  nothing  about  the  reputed  mortality  allows  that  there  is  a  deficiency  in  the 
of  the  country  parts— though  we  may  returns  of  the  metropolis  Bills,  amount- 
do  so  another  time— and  much  less  did  ing  to  8000  burials  per  annum.  We 
we  pretend  to  draw  conclusions  as  to  say  that  there  is  that  number  at  least ; 
the  general  mortality  of  England.  We  for  in  1811  the  deficiency  was  calcu- 
attempted  to  show  that  the  mortality  of  lated,  in  official  docum^ts,  at  7000, — 
London  and  Westminster  is  considera-  whence  we  thought  it  but  reasonable  to. 
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allow  one-third  of  the  number  returned,  the  prevalent  notion ;  but  we  can  only 

as  that  to  be  put  down  for  the  unregis-  say  that  we  are  reluctantly  obliged  to 

tered;  and  this  is  all  we  demand— to  com-  leave  that  task  to  somebody  else.    Let 

pensate  for  the  needful  allowances  to  be  others,  especially  those  who  are  so  confi- 

made  for  Dissenters  (who  are  certainly  dent  about  the  1  in  42,  or  even  40,  bring 

not  diminished  in  their  numbers  since  forward    their  proofs  :■  let  them   not 

l811)'for  Jews,  Quakers,  Sec,  and  for  echo  one  another,  but  show  the  grounds 

parishes  irregular,  or  altogether  default-  of  what  they  assert :  let  them  point  to 

ing*.     Now  adding  only  one-third  (cer-  the  justification  of  thei^  assertions;  and 

tainly  much  less  than  we  might  reason-  once  more,  we  say,  let  them  show  us 

ably  add)  to  the  registered  returns,  we  their  proofs. 

say  that,  even  with  this  most  moderate  The  credulity  of  most  persons  on  this 
correction,  the  rate  1  in  42,  or  40,  e«n-  subject  can  be  easily  accounted  for. 
not  h9  made  out.  We  gave  a  few  ex-  The  registered  returns  are  very  small, 
amples,  founded  on  the  Bills  of  the  last  compared  with  the  vast  population  of 
few  years;  but  these,  it  may  be  said,  the  metropolis;  and  few  recollect  that 
are  too  isolated,  and  too  much,  perhaps,  this  vast  population  embraces  five  large 
ofthenatoreofexceptions— on  account  of  parishes, — those  of  St.  Pancras,  Mary- 
tbe  presence  of  cholera, influeuza,&c. — to  le-bone,  Hampstead,  Kensington,  and 
l»e  taken  as  fair  specimens.  Let  us  then  Chelsea,*—  which  have  nothing  to  do 
take  an  average  of  the  yearly  mortality  with  the  returns  within  the  general 
of  the  ten  years,  fi^m  1821  to  1830,  Bills.  Then,  there  are  parishes  even 
inclusive ;  and  we  find  that,  allowing  within  the  Bills, — such  as  St.  George's, 
for  the  increasing  population,  the  sup-  Hanover-Square,— which  for  years  have 
posed  equal  increments  of  the  dissenting  given  no  return  oi  burials.  But  the 
part  of  the  community,  and  taking  only  great  source  oi  fallacy,  as  we  eon- 
one-third  of  that  average  to  cover  all  ceive,  and  have  already  said,.is,*-'that  of 
deficiencies,  the  rate  is  still  above  the  great  body  of  Dissenters,  Jews,  and 
1  in  40.  With  the  most  straitened  al-  Quakers,  who  bury  their  dead  apart 
lowance,  it  cannot  be  made  to  exceed  from  the  cemeteries  of  the  Established 
one  in  39*28, — while,  if  Mr.  Rickman's  Church,  we  have  no  returns.  Now,  in 
8000  were  adopted,  instead  of  the  third,  order  to  approach  anything  like  cor- 
it  would  give  one  in  37*8.  Nay  more,  rectness  in  forming  an  opinion  of  the  real 
an  average  of  the  last  fiYe  yean  gives  mortality  of  the  metropolis,  allowances 
one  in  36*6 :  and  we  have  not  the  must  be  made  on  these  several  heads, 
smallest  doubt  but  that,  if  all  the  due  and  few  are  willing  to  take  that  trouble, 
allowances  were  equitably  made,  the  We  have  quoted  the  results  of  the  Chel- 
himA  fide  mortality  of  the  metropolis  sea  returns,  (which,  for  a  few  years,  have 
must  be  rated  at  least  as  high  as  that  been  drawn  up  independently,  and  with 
ratio.  great  care) ;  they  appear  to  be,  beyond 
We  have  taken  some  pains  to  satisfy  all  comparison,  more  correct  than  the 
ourselves  on  this  point ; — we  should  be  General  Bills ;  yet  the  mortality  for  that 
yietj  happy  to  be  able  to  corroborate  large  section  oi  the,  metropolis,— which 

^_  certainly,  one  would  think,  might  vie 

•  The  regiatered  burials  In  I8!i  were  only  in  salubrity  with  any  part  of  the  City ,— 

]7|043:  they  were,  howerer,  19,803  In  1810 1  and  «vmi1rl  sM»m  in  hp  iihnv«k  nnn  m  !in        ^ 

the  average  of  tbp  three  ^eari  1810.  181 1,  and  ^«>"*«  8<*™  «>  ^  a«>0^e  one  m  JU. 

M12.  fflTca  IMIO  :  ao  that  a  deBdency  of  7W0  at  But,  supposing  We  fix  the  mortah'tv 

that  date  la  much  utarcr  to  two-AfUia  than  one-  ^    .           /^'       i-       .*..,«     .            «     ^ 

third.  of  the  metropolis  at  1  m  35,  uistead  of 
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1    in  40,    still   we  surely  haTc  great  be  extremely  loatb    to  refuse   a  civic 

reason  to  be  satisfied,  and  may  congra-  crown  to  our  professional  brethren  in  so 

tulate  ourselves  as  living  in  as  healthy  noble  a  cause,  if  we  thought  there  was 

a  capital  as  any  in  the  world.    As  to  really  any  good  claim  to  set  up  for  it ; 

foreign  statistical  authorities  admitting  but    we    fear   it    would    be    hard    to 

into  their  comprehensive  tables  an  ex-  eon?ince  the  community  generally  that 

cessively  low  rate  of  mortality  for  this  the     salubrity     of    London     depends 

town,  and  for  England  generally,  we  mainly  on  our  medical  skill.     There 

can  only  attribute  it  to  their  too  great  are    certain    data,    at    least,    requisite 

reliance  upon  the'  correctness  of  our  before  we  can  arrive  satisfactorily  at 

returns :  and  if  M.  Moreau  de  Jonnds  such  a  conclusion.    In  order  to  prove 

is  satisfied  with  the  results,  which  after  that  the  merits  of  British  practitioners 

all  he  can  only  gather  from  documents  should  on  such  grounds  be  inferred  to 

procured   among    ourselves,    we    must  be  superior  or  equal  to  those  of  their 

allow  somewhat    for  his  faith  in  our  Continental  brethren,  it  would  be  neces- 

steadiness,  and  not  a  little,  perhaps,  for  sary  to  shew  that  there  is  an  equal  pro- 

the  multifarious  nature  of  the  laborious  portion  of  disease  to  deal  with  here  as 

task  with  which  he  is  engaged.  there  is  in  Paris  or  Berlin — a  fact  which, 

Mr.  Rickman  and  others  may,  as  our  if  it  were  made  out,   would  at   once 

correspondent  informs  us  they  do,  de-  destroy  all  the  pretensions  of  this  capi- 

preciate    the   official    and    compulsory  tal  to  be  considered  as  endowed  with 

registration  adopted  in  France,  in  favour  superior  salubrity.      It  has,  we  must 

of  the  circuitous  or  loosely  approximat-  confess,  always  appeared  to  us,  that  the 

Ing  system,  that  must,  under  present  small  rate  of  mortality  which  is  fortu- 

circumstances,  be  had  recourse  to  here,  nately  the  lot  of  this  metropolis,  can 

This  seems  to  be  merely  a  matter  of  only  aflford  a  negative  proof  of  the  skill 

taste;  but  at  the  same  time  we  cannot  of  its  medical  practitioners:   it  shews, 

help  thinking  it  rather  too  whimsical  beyond  a  doubt,  that  not  so  many  *'  die 

to  have  weight  with  many  reasonable  of  the  doctor"  here  as  in  most  other 

penons.     It  strongly  reminds  us  of  an  places ;  but  until  we  have  much  more 

eccentric  friend  of  ours,  who  delights  exact  data  to  go  upon  than  we  have  at 

to  have  his  watch  set  a  couple  of  hours  present — until, in  fact,  we  enjoy  abetter 

behind   the  time,    that    he    may  have  system  of  parochial  registration,  and  of 

the  pleoiure  of  calculating  vrh^t  o'clock  obtaining    public    and    official  returns 

it  is.  from  the  hospitals — ^it  seems  to  us  to  be 

Finally,  we  would  just  advert  to  one  perfectly  idle  to  indulge  in  speculations, 

more  circumstance.    The  general  fact  the  very  broaching  of  which  can  only 

of  the  low  rate  of  the  mortality  of  Lon-  be,  perhaps,  laid  to  the  account  of  an 

don  being  admitted,  we  observe  that  inordinate,  if  not  a  most  unjustifiable, 

there  are  those  who,  notwithstanding  vanity. 

the  complicated  considerations  to  which  

.such  a  fact  must  give  rise,  would  en- 
deavour to  account  for  it  in  the  simplest  CHOLERA  IN  PARIS, 

way  possible ;  and,  among  others,  our  Some  of  the  French  medical  journals  * 

correspondent  seems  willing  to  attribute  state  that  a  certain  number  of  cases  of 

no  small  credit  to    the  profession  for  cholera  have  been  met  with  in  Paris  dur- 

leaving  or  keeping  (we  will  not  say  ing  the  last  month ;  it  does  not  appear, 

which)  the  mortality  so  low.  We  should  however,  that  they  have  been  of  great 
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severity;  indeed,  from  Uiose  which  are  latitude  of  observation,    as  to  priority 

Ifiven  in  detail,  we  should  be  disposed  »«    the   formation   of  parts.     Harvev, 

r         *!.  *  *i.    .r-««-.^  «, .^  «.,«« *k««  w»tb  bis  own  unaided  vision,  saw  the 

to  say  that  the  disease  was  no  more  than  ^^^^^^  ^  .^^  ^  ^^^     .      '    ^^^^_ 

is  usually  met  with  when  the  weather  tion.  Malpighi,  with  his  glasses,  de- 
becomes  warm,  and  such  as  would  not  tected  the  ouUine  of  the  head  and  trunk 
have  attracted  the  slightest  notice  ante-  8o™e  J*o»"  before  the  heart ;  thus  giv- 
nor  U,  the  im.ption  of  the  ™.„re  fonni-  tep^„lTn.tet:y"n^L;S:^' 
dable  disease  from  the  East.  ^^    fron,    tj,e    circumference  to  the 

centre. 

On  the  subject  of  nutrition,  Harvey 

/^rk¥¥i?/^r.  fw  DiTvcinTAitfo  '*  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  albu- 

COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS.  nj^n  [^  tjjg  substance  which  nourishes 

the  chicken  in  ovo ;  but  as  this  expul- 
sion may  be  delayed  afler  the  consnmp- 
At  the  meeting  on  Monday,  the  28th  tion  of  the  whole  albumen,  the  yolk  is 
ult.  a  paper  was  read  by  Dr.  Hawkins,  then  applied  to  the  same  purpose,  being 
from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Johnstone,  of  Bir-  attachea  to  the  abdomen  of  the  young 
mingham,  on  the  subject  animal,  and  being  extruded  with  it 
Akr  A^      Ai-       A        J  r%                1  from  the  shell.    In  viviparous  animals, 

•^  •**!  /^7""   '1^  ^'"T*.  r^T'  according  to  Harvey,  tW  liquor  amnii 

vter,t  to  Ahmentatxon  tn  Fatal  Life.  perfonns  the  same  office. 

The  author  observed,  that  Democritus  In  the  oviparous  arrangement  it  is 

and    Epicurus   are   said  to  assert  that  clear  that  the  mother  is   not  requisite 

the  fcetus  in  utero  is  nourished  by  the  afler  the  expulsion  of  the  egg.     Tem- 

niouth — the  Stoics, by  the  umbilical  ves-  perature  alone,  within  certain  limits,  is 

sols ;  but  Alcnieeou,  a  disciple  of  Pytha-  requisite  to  produce  the  chick.     In  the 

guras,  maintained  that  this  took  place  perfect  egg^  the  two  coloured  substances, 

by  its  whole  skin,  which  drinks  up,  like  it  is  well  known,  form  its  internal  bulk, 

a  sponge,  the  necessary  aliment:  and  e^ch   contained  in  its* own  membrane, 

this.  Dr.  Johnstone  believes  to  be  the  The  other  parts  are  of  small  size,  the 

fact.  cicatricula  placed  on  the  yellow,  midway 

Dr.  William  Harvey  gave  his  Exer-  between  the  obtuse  and  acute  ends;  the 

citatiaiies  de  Generattone  to  the  world  chalazoe  attached  to  the  membrane  of 

in   his  seventy-third  year.    This  work  the  yolk  at  either  pole,  but  stretching 

had  exercised  his  genius  from  an  early  into  the  white;  and  the  air-bubble  at  the 

period  of  his  professional  studies,  and  obtuse  end,  exterior  to  the  membrane  of 

its  amplitude  and  exactness,  though  not  the  white.      The    albumen    and  yolk 

perhaps  its   utility,  exceed   those  ana-  have    ascertained     natural    and     cbe- 

tomical    exercises    "  de  motu   cordis,"  mical  properties ;   but  little  is  known 

which  have  made  his  name  so  illustrious,  of  the  structure  of  the  cfaalaza*,  ex- 

Without  adverting  to  the  thousand  cept    their    knotty     contexture,     and 

subjects  contained  in   these    Exercita-  their  firm   adhesion   to  the  membrane 

tiones,  which  underwent  the  meditation  of  the  yolk.    The  chick  is  never  formed 

and  observation  of  this  great  man  for  in  the  ovary  of  the  hen :  the  egg  ap- 

iiear  half  a  century,  the  author  of  the  pears  and  remains  the  same  compound 

paper  alluded  only  to  those  which  re-  even  for  weeks,  unless  incubated.    Afler 

late  to  the  gradual  accretion  of  parts  in  the  incubation  of  twenty -four  hours,  the 

tlic  ovum,  and  the  alimentation  of  the  yolk   ascends  to    the  air  bubble,    the 

foetus.  chalazs  change  their  position,  and  from 

It  would  be  unjust,  he  observed,  not  to  this  time  minute  but  sensible  changes, 

remark  that  the  observations  which  Har-  in  colour  and  consistency,  take  place, 

vey  has  made  on  eggs,  from  thefirstday  of  until  the  fourth  day :  among  others,  the 

incubation  to  the  last,  confirm  the  accu-  cicatricula,    enlarging    itself  like  the 

racy  of  most  of  the  opinions  of  Aristotle,  pupil  of  the  eye,  and  the  nunctum  sa- 

aud  that  more  recent  experimentalists  liens    appearing  with    a  little    purple 

bear  testimony  to  the  veracity  of  both.  thread  stretching  to  the  edge  of  the  al- 

Thc  discovery  of  the  microscope  has  hunien.     Here   vi^ible  life  begins,  and 

since  presented  (1  larger  power  and  wider  from  thib  beginning  the  lineaments  of 
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the  cLick  gradually  open  to  tbe  naked  whose  experiments  prore  that  it  is  of  die 

cje.  nature  of  fat,  and  conaequentW  that  this 

On  the  fourteenth  da^r,  the  albumen  deposition  of  liquor  amnii  has  under* 

being  nearlj  consumedf,  the  chick  lies  gone  some  animal  transmutation.   Now, 

incumbent  on  the  jrolk :   the  chalaze,  uen,  asked  Dr.  J.,  how  can  we  account 

wbich  extended  into  the  albumen,  be-  for  this  deposition  in  the  skin  of  the 

l^ins  to  shrivel  up,  till  it  is  converted  joung  animal,  except  from  some  traniu 

into  a  sort  of  earthy  matter,  on  the  mutation  or  metamorphosis  produced  bj 

twentieth  or  twentj-second  day.    Then  an  animalizing  process  ?    boes  such  a 

the  chick  is  expelled,  with  the  jolk  at-  composition,  as  liouor  amnii  is  known 

Uched  to  its  belly,   into  which  it  is  to  be,  naturally  deposit  a  fatty  sub- 

passed  by  a  particular  duct;  and  this  stance?    Certainly  not.    We  are  dien 

remnant^  of  yolk   is    not  entirely  ah-  to  look  to  the  living  properties  of  skin 

aorbed  till  several  days  after  the  chick  for  the  explanation  of  this  phenomenon, 

has  become  a  walking  and  respiring  and  we  are  naturally  led  to  absorption  as 

animal.  the  explaining  cause,^for  what  other 

Harvey  observed  in  tbe  doe,  about  action  of  the  skin  can  we  suppose  ?    If 

two  months  after  impregpiation,  the  first  we  admit  from  these  data  that  the  skin 

si^s  of  the  pnnctnm  saliens  in  some-  absorbs,  what  has  it  to  absorb  but  liouor 

thing  like  an  egg ;  and  shortly  after,  a  amnii  ?    If  liquor  amnii  be  absoroed, 

little  vein,  of  a  purplish  colour,  proceed-  what  can  become  of  the  matter  absorbed, 

ing  from  it  to  an  imperfectly- defined  but  that  it  pass  through  the  necessary 

figure,  seen  swimming  in  the  transparent  glands,  and  be  thence  forwarded  to  the 

liquor  of  the  ovum.     In  six  or  seven  circulation  of  the  blood  ? 

days  more,  the  regular  foetal  Afure  be-  In  the  fcetus,  a  large  glandular  organ, 

gins  to  appear,  and  from  that  time  goes  provisoriljr    constructed  for  its  use,  is 

on  in  regular  progression  to  its  ultimate  found,  which  begins  to  lessen  as  soon  as 

St>wth ;  but,  till  near  the  third  month,  respiratory  ciroulation  and  intestinal  ab- 

e  ovum  is  not  attached  to  the  sides  of  sorption  are  established.  Another  organ, 

the  uterus,  though  the  foetus  is  seen  the    renal  capsule,  also  diminishes  in 

formed,  and  may  be  extracted  even  of  size  afler  birtn,  though  it  never  entirely 

the  length  of  an  inch.  disappears.      On   the  other  hand,  the 

This  account  of  the  progress  of  gesta-  thymus,  gradually  diminishes  in  bulk, 

tion  in  deer  is  important,  as  the  same  and  altogether  disappears  in  the  end. 

may  be  said  of  the  foetus  in  man,  and  In  regard  to  its  use.  Sir  A.  Cooper 

all   vertebrated,  viviparous   animals,—  observes,    "As    tbe    thymus    secretes 

that,  till  a  certain  period  of  gestation,  all  tbe   parts  of  the  blood,  albumen, 

it  remains  unattached  by  placenta  to  fibrine,  <vc.,isit  not  probable  that  it  is 

the  uterus.    At  this  penoa,  therefore,  designed  to  prepare  a  fluid  fitted  for  the 

of  its  existence,  its  life,  like  that  of  the  foetal  growth  and  nourishment  from  the 

oviparous  animal,  is  all  its  own.  blood  of  the  mother,  before  the  birth  of 

If  the  fact  be  mnted,  that  in  the  the  foetus,  and  before  chyle  is  formed  ?" 
three  first  months  of  pregnancy  the  vivi-  To  this  great  physiologist  the  discovery 
parous  ovum  is  not  attached  to  the  of  the ,  emissary  ducts  of  the  thymus 
uterus  by  means  of  placenta,  it  is  a  ne-  gland  in  the  calf  is  justly  due;  and 
cessary  inference  that,  like  the  chick  in  can  it  be  doubted,  inquired  Dr.  J., 
ovo,  it  is  alimented  by  the  materials  though  it  has  not  yet  been  demon- 
which  surround  it, — in  both  cases,  the  strated,  that  the  same  structure  ex- 
fluid  in  which  it  swims:  that  fluid,  in  ists  in  the  human  foetus  and  the  mam- 
both  cases,  is  df  the  nature  of  albumen,  mifcrous  tribes  ^nerally  P  If  so,  surely 
with  certain  animal  salts  dissolved  in  it.  we  are  justified  m  extending  the  analogy 
When  the  foetus  weighs  eight  pounds,  it  of  the  use  of  conglobate  glands,  when 
is  surrounded,  according  to  Ualler,  by  intestinal  absorption  is  established,  to 
two  pounds  of  liquor  amnii;  but  the  pro-  the  thymus  in  tbe  foetal  state ;  it  is  the 
portions,  in  various  periods  of  gestation,  gland,  or  the  series  of  glands,  placed 
are  not  accurately  ascertained.  At  birth,  for  the  infiltration,  purification,  and 
on  tbe  skin  of  the  foetus,  a  curd-like  animalization  of  tlie  matters  absorbed 
matter  is  always  found,  pn»bab1y  depo-  by  tJie  skin — the  skin  which  absorln 
sited  from  the  liquor  amnii.  This  mat-  from  liquor  amnii  the  siibslaiice  of  ali. 
ter  has  been  analyzed  Ity  Vauqnelin,  mentation  for  the  foetus,  as  the  bowels 
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aAerwards,  by  their  lacteals  in  respira.  the  intermediate  and  final  processes  art 

tory  existence,  drink  up  the  matters  fit  thrown  out  by  wheel-work,  on  a  large 

^or  animal  repair,  and  transmit  them  frame  divided  into  compartments  by  hon- 

through  the  liesenterie  glands  to  the  ^^^  ^^  PJ'^f".***^^"^^  ^'^^  at  equal 

^Jt^ ,  •.  „k;-k  »^..^«u^CU  ;»*/»  «ko  distances.    While  m  action  the  machinery 

great  rcservor  which  pou«  them  mto  the         ^^^^  ^^      ^^  mofements:  the  figur^ 

Tenons  circulation,  proceed  laterally  inaheir  successive  addi- 
May  we  not  infer,  continued  ttc  au-  ^j^j^g^  ^^  ^^  number  to  be  registered  is 
thor,  that  albuminous  matter  is  alike  the  attained ;  and  there  is  a  vertical  motion  at 
food  of  oval  and  foetal  growth  ? — that  in  the  same  time,  which  is  one  of  compensa- 
oval  growth  the  organs  called  chalazae  tion,  or  that  by  which  the  "  carriages"  are 
are  the  instruments  of  conveyance,  and  provided  for.  Thus  the  appearance  of 
probably  of  infiltration  of  the  albu-  what  takes  place  upon  the  frame  is  com- 
minous,  for  they  shrivel  up  and  are  con-  pared  to  the  motion  of  waves  proceeding 
verted  into  earthy  matter  when  the  albu-  in  two  directions,  at  right  angles  to  each 
men  is  all  absorbed  ?  The  conglobate  other,  yet  without  mutual  interruption, 
mesenteric  glands  act  the  part  o?  adalt  ^t  the  conclusion  of  the  lecture  Dr.  Fa. 
*!.  ...  .-^  ««.:Ar  a;«,^4^  ««o*i..««  m^  raday  announced  the  presence  of  Dr.  Dal- 
thymuses,  punfy,  digest-nerhaps  se-  ton.  of  Manchester,  among  the  visitors; 
ere  c  afresh— the  matters  already  am-  ^^^  mentioned  that  he  had  prevailed  on 
malized  and  i)roper  to  be  converted  into  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^  ig^j^uye  on  p^aay  evening 
blood.  Respiration  defecates  and  de-  ^^xt,  on  the  philosophyof  his  own  great 
carbonizes  the  blood.  The  arterial  cir-  discovery — the  Atomic  Theory, 
culation  sends  it  on  its  way  to  the  mil- 
lion ramifications,  of  which  the  ultimate  

points  deposit  matter  of  alimentation, 

add  to  parts,  supply  deficiencies  or  take  CLINICAL  OBSERVATIONS, 
away  redundancies;  and,  in  fine,  per- 
form those  physiolourical  and  pathologi.  Delivered   at    the   MiddUutx    Hospital,   by 
cal  changes,  the  phenomena  of  which, 
though  constantly  before  our  eyes,  have  Ma.  AaNorr. 

hitherto  baffled  our  endeavours  to  ex-  

plain  them. 

ERYSIPELAS. 


Among  the  patients  under  my  care,  gentle- 
men, yon  have  recently  witnessed  several 
ROYAL  INSTITUTION.  cases  of  erysipelas ;— you  have  had  an  op- 

portnnity  of  observing  it  in  various  parts  of 
Frldsy,  Maf  2.  ^^  body — ^the  legs,  arm,  and  head ; — yon 

have  seen  it  following  upon  injuries,  and 

occurring  without  any  external  cause :  and 

BABBAOB*s  CALCULATIMO  MACHINE.  as  I  may  uot  havc  a  better  occasion  for  so 

doing,  1  will  now  briefly  recal  to  your  at- 
]>R.  LianNEa  undertook  to  deliver  a  lee.  tention  some  of  the  particulars  of  these 
tnre  on  this  subject  this  evening ;  but  he  cases,  and  afterwards  draw  such  inferences 
devoted  so  much  time  to  explaining  the  as  may  enable  you  more  accurately  to  esti. 
importance  of  numerical  tables  for  astro,  mate  the  value  of  the  general  principle 
nomical  purposes,  and  the  difficulties  of    which  guides  mv  treatment  of  this  afiec- 

J  procuring  them  free  from  error,  that  a  very  tion.  I  am  obliged  to  be  egotistical  on 
ew  minutes  remained  for  pointing  out  the  this  subject,  because  it  (the  treatment  of 
excellencies  and  peculiarities  of  the  calcn.  erysipelas)  is  one  upon  which  the  profes- 
lating  machine.  Mr.  Babbage,  it  appears,  sion  are  even  now  not  agreed.  Some  prac- 
wasoriginally  struck  with  the  uniform  ap-  tifioners  think  it  ought  to  be  treated  by 
pearance  of  mathematical  tables,  and  con-  bark  and  wine ;  some  by  bleeding  and 
ceived  the  idea  of  the  posnfnlitt/  of  manu-  antiphlogistic  regimen ;  and  others  by  tar- 
factnring  them.  And  this  is  what  he  has  tarized  antimony :  the  notion  of  one  party 
actually  accomplished.  He  has  construct-  being  that  it  is  a  disease  of  debility;  of  a 
ed  a  machine  which  can  manufaeture  all  second,  that  it  is  a  purely  infiamniatory 
kinds  of  numerical  tables,  and  which  is  in-  affection  ;  and  of  a  third,  that  it  is  some- 
fallible  in  its  operations.  It  not  only  cal-  how  or  other  invariably  connected  with 
cnlates,  but  registers  on  copper  its  results,  a  derangement  of  the  biliary  system. 
The  principle,  it  may  be  briefly  stated,  on  Without  dwelling  on  these  speculations, 
which  it  acts,  is  simply  that  of  addition ;  we  will  first  take  the  facts  as  they  have 
and  the  various  sums  which  resnlt  from    been  presented  to  us  in  the  wards. 
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J.'-PfUfgnumous  Erytipeiat    of  Fort-  tnbstance,  which  would  in  all  probability 

qfttr  InJury^Treatmmt  by  Inemon.  hare  here  taken  place  to  some  extent,  had 

Thomas  Goodman,  44  ^ears  of  age,  thre«  incision  been  omitted, 

dajs  before  his  admission,  was  thrown  ^        ^^      r-     .    ,       ^  -r 

from  a  horse,  and  pitched  upon  his  left  ^^"^  II.*-£ry»ipe/oi  vf  Lwer  Extremity-- 
elbow.      The    parts  were  found  grcaUy         VenetKtion^Diteaae  UmUed  in  Hi  progviu  by 
swollen  and  inilamed,  with  a  lacerated  and        '**  ^«"«'*  ^  ^^*^' 
contused  wound  right  across  the  olecranon,        Frances  Giles,  42  years  of  age,  was  n- 

which  wound  looked  foul,  and  was  suppu-  ceived  into  Bird's  ward  with  a  Taricose 

rating.     The  swelling  was  such  as  to  con-  ulcer  of  the  left  leg,  of  two  years  standing, 

ceal  the  outlines  of  thejoint,  and  impeded  She  was  confined  to  bed,  and  had  the  caustic 

all  motion :  no  ferer.  Confinement  to  bed,  potass  applied  over  the  diseased  vein,  so 

low  diet ;    a  dose  of  calomel  and  jalap ;  &s  to  produce  an  eschar  the  size  of  a  shil. 

twenty-fire  leeches  to  the  elbow.     Lotio  ling:  the  original  ulcer  healed  kindly ;  that 

plnmbi  cum  opio.    Second  day,  leeches  re-  left  by  the  separation  of  the  eschar  more 

Seated ;  salines  with  antimony.  Fourth  tardilv,  as  a  portion  of  the  Tein  itself  had 
ay,  the  swelling  generally  diminished;  sloughed,  ana  was  slowly  detached.  About 
but  on  the  back  part  of  the  forearm  from  six  weeks  after  her  adunission,  when  the 
the  olecranon  half  way  down  to  the  wrist  last  mentioned  sore  was  nearly  healed,  the 
it  was  increased,  with  redness  of  integu-  integuments  of  the  leg,  for  some  extent 
ment— not  ho^erer  strongly  marked;  but  around  it,  became  inflamed,  attended  by 
the  swelling  commnnicatea  to  the  finc^  general  febrile  disturbance,  white  tongue, 
that  peculiar  sensation  described  af  a  and  a  pulse  with  some  resistance.  No 
*'  boggy  feeling."  Purulent  and  glaiiy  ^s-  cause  was  discovered  for  this  attack,  but 
charge,  evidently  from  the  inflamed  bursa  it  was  suspected  to  have  arisen  from 
of  the  olecranon,  which  part  is  extremely  an  error  in  diet  a  few  days  previouslv. 
painful.  An  incision,  about  three  inches  Twelve  ounces  of  blood,  which  was  slightly 
in  length,  made  through  the  skin  and  sub-  buffed,  were  taken  from  the  arm.  A  dose 
Jacent  cellular  substance  from  the  elbow  of  calomel  was  given,  followed  by  a  black 
downwards — the  cellular  substance  loaded  draught  Cold  lotion  was  applied  to  the 
with  yellow  lymph  and  presenting  «ne  or  parts,  and  she  was  put  upon  low  diet.  On 
two  minute  points  of  suppuration ;  the  the  following  day  there  was  less  heat  of 
bleeding  encouraged  by  fomentations ;  skin,  and  thirst.  The  inflammation  had 
poultice  afterwards.  Sixth  day :  the  in-  spread  all  round  the  lower  part  of  the  leg. 
flammatory  state  of  the  forearm  greatly  She  had  been  freely  purged,  and  was  now 
abated.  The  case  now  proceeded  unin-  put  upon  salines  with  antimony :  the  cold 
temiptedly  towards  recovery.  lotion  was  continued.  On  the  fourth  day 
The  morbid  condition  of  the  parts  in  she  had  a  dose  of  castor  oiL  On  the  sixtn 
this  instance  has  been  here  sufficiently  there  was  still  less  constitutional  distarb- 
described :  it  was  inflammation  of  the  in-  ance,  but  the  inflammation  was  more  ex- 
teguments  and  cellular  substance,  consti  tut-  tensive,  attended  with  partial  vesication 
ing  what  has  been  called  phlegmonous  ery-  and  considerable  swelling.  The  redness 
sipelas,  from  local  injury,  this  local  injuiy  of  the  integuments  had  diminished  in  in- 
involving  a  buna.  Phlegmonous  erysipelas  tensity  in  the  lower  part  of  the  leg,  but,  on 
is  not  an  unfrequent  result  of  the  injury  of  the  other  hand,  it  had  extended  to  the 
a  bursa.  I  have  seen  some  very  severe  cases  knee,  upon  which  it  encroached.  The 
of  the  leg  and  arm,  from  wounds  of  the  solid  nitrate  of  silver  was  applied  to  the 
bursa  of  the  olecranon  and  patella ;  and  sound  integuments  on  the  lower  part  of 
situated,  as  these  bursa  are,  it  is  not  sur-  the  thigh,  so  as  to  form  a  narrow  cirele 

J  arising  that  inflammation  should  extend  (abouthaJf  an  inch  broad)  of  vesication  all 

rom  them  to  the  cellular  substance.    Yon  round  the  limb ;   and  warm  fomentations 

no  doubt  observed,  that  though  the  leeches  were  substituted  for  cold  lotion  to  the  leg^ 

diminished  the  general  swelling,  they  were  on  account  of  their  seeming  more  agree- 

not  confided  in  so  soon  as  that "  boggy  feel-  able  to  the  feelings  of  the  patient.    On  the 

Jng"  was  discovered  in  the  part  which  in-  eighth  day  the  inflammation  had  extended 

dicated  such  a  condition  of  the  cellular  with  great  intensity  up  to  the  circle  formed 

substance  as  was  shewn  by  the  incision,  on  the  thigh  by  the  nitrate  of  silver,  but  it 

The  term  **  boggy  **  has  been  objected  to,  did  not  pass  beyond  this.  On  the  eleventh, 

as  unintelligible.    I  do  not  know  who  first  the  inflammation  seemed  to  acquire  fresh 

employed  it  in  the  description  of  this  dis-  intensity  on  the  lower  part  of  the  leg,  and 

ease :  I  suppose  it  must  have  been  some  it  now  spread  to  the   foot,  with  vesica, 

one  who  hacl  crossed  a  bog ;   and  to  every  tion,  attended  by  a  bitter  taste  in  the 

one  who  has  done  so,  the  word  will  not  mouth,  and  yellow  tongue;  themereurial; 

ai)pear  unintelligible  or  inapplicable.   The  and  the  saline  pujigative  was  therefore  re- 

object  in  incising  the  parts  tvas  to  prevent  peated  for  the  third  time.    After  this  the 

suppuration  and  destruction  of  the  cellular  q>mptoms  gradually  abated ;  and  on  the 
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fifteenth  day,  the  tongue  having  become  dnally  subsided,  so  that  in  little  more 

clean  and  moist,  the  patient  was  allowed  than  a  week  the  parts  had  almost  regained 

beef- tea,  with  infus.  ihei,  mist,  camph.,  their  natural  appearance.    There  was  rerjr 

and  spt.  ammon.  aromat  for  medicine,  un-  little  acceleration  of  the  pulse  in  this  case, 

der  which  she  gradually  recovered.  trifling  heat  of  the  skin,  and  no  distur. 

This  case  might  be  called  one  of  phleg.  bance  of  the  sensorium. 

monous  erysipelas.    The  swelling  of  the  The  treatment  consisted  of  a  mercurial, 

leg  was  Tciy  considerable ;  but  there  was  followed  by  a  saline  aperient,  which  last 

no  leawn  to  bdieve  that  the  effusion  into  was  twice  repeated.    In  the  iuterrals  sa- 

tbe  cellular  substance  was  other  than  se-  lines  with  antimony  were  exhibited;  warm 

rotts,  and  theiefoie  not  requiring  incision,  fomentations  were  applied  to  the  parts  af. 

fected,  which  he  stated  to  feel  comfortable. 
Case  IIJ. ^—ErytipeUu  cf  Head  preceded  by 

Sere  Tkmat,  fuU  from  External  Injury^  ^^^^  \, Surgical  Typhm   Fever  ^  Phleg. 

MUd  J reatmenu  monmu  ErysipeUu  rf the  Leg^Antiphlogietie 

John  Play&ir,  nine  years  of  age,  pale.  Regimen  and  Treatment, 
and  rather  delicate,  was  received  into  the 

hospital  on  account  of  simple  fracture  of  Charles  Dolly,  30  years  of  age,  when 

the  right  thigh.    A  fortnight  after  his  ad-  presented  for  aiunission  was  stated  by  the 

mission,  having  the  three  preceding  days  oouse-surgeon  to  be  more  properly  a  phy. 

complained  of  sore  throat,  was  found  to  sician's  case,  as  he  had  tvphns  fever;  and 

have  redness  with  vesication  of  the  left  sure  enonp^h  on  eraminatlon  he  had  symp- 

car.    The  tongue  was  furred  in  patches,  as  toms  sufficient  to  authorize  the  supposi- 

if  embossed,  but  moist ;  the  pulse  frequent  tion.    There  was  a  degree  of  stupor  upon 

but  soft;  bowels  purged.    This  boy*s  mo-  him;  he  had  a  dull  heavy  eye;  the  ucin 

ther  had  been  detected,  a  few  days  pre^  was  hot  and  parched ;  the  pulse  frequent  j 

viously,  bringing  him  in  improper  food ;  the  tongue  dry  and  brown,  glazed  at  the 

and  a  lai^e  piece  of  heavy  plumb  cake  was  edges,  and  cracked  in  the  middle,  with 

found  concealed  behind  his  pillow.     Five  sordes  on  the  teeth.    It  appeared  that  a 

grains  of  the  hydrargyrum  c.  creta  were  month  previously  he  had  slightly  scalded 

ordered  him  twice  a  day,  and  the  beef-tea  his  right  leg,  which  he  had  neglected,  and 

which  he  had  previously  been  allowed  was  that  he  had  never  been  well  since.    The 

continued.  leg  was  found  from  the  knee  to  the  toes  to 

On  the  third  day  the  redness  had  ex-  be  swollen,  red,  hot,  and  painful,  with  a 

tended  to  the  cheek  and  part  of  the  scalp,  small  superficial  granulating  sore,  over  the 

The  head  was  shaved,  and  warm  fomenta-  shin.    We  decided  that  this  was  a  turgUal 

tions  applied.   By  the  fifth  it  had  extended  typhus  fever,  and  took  him  into  our  wards, 

to  the  whole  heaa,but  with  little  swelling.  The  patient  was  put  upon  low  diet,  had 

the  affection  being  limited  apparently  to  immediately  a  dose  of  the  haust.  sennas 

the  cutis ;  at  the  same  time  Uie  face  re-  comp.,  and  the  following  day  he  was  or. 

mained  uninvolved,  and  pale.    There  was  dered  five  grains  of  the  pit.  hyd.  every 

no  affection  of  the  sensorium,  or  heat  of  other  night,  and  Ju.  of  magnesia  sulph.  in 

skin;  the  tongue  had  lost  its  patchy  ap.  infusion  of  roses  every  eight  hours,  which 

pearanoe;  the  bowels  were  opened  twice  medicines  were  continued  for  afortnight.  A 

daily,  the  motions  being  of  a  natural  co-  poulticewaa  applied  to  the  sore,  and  a  spirit* 

lour,  but  glairy.    The  nyd.  c.  creta  was  wash  elsewhere  all  over  the  leg.    For  two 

discontinued,  and  arrow.root  substituted  or  three  days  I  was  in  some  doubt  respect^ 

for  tile  beef-tea,  of  which  he  had  got  tired,  ing  the  condition  of  the  cellular  substance, 

The  redness  of  the  scalp  diminished ;  by  and  feared  that  I  should  be  obliged  to 

the  eighth  day  it  had  disappeared ;  and  the  make  an  incision  through  it,  in  ihe  vici- 

patient  was  allowed  a  portion  of  animal  nlty  of  the  knee,  where  the  swelling  was 

food.  greatest,  tense,  and  firm ;  but  this,  with 

.  „    ,  ^*  P*iD  *"<^  redness,  gradually  abated. 

Case  IV.— Erywpefaj  of  Face  and  Head,  not  and  in  about  eighteen  days  they  had  disap- 

from  external  iiyiiry— M«f«ro/«  Antiphlogie-  peared,  the  ulceraUon  also  having  healed. 

tie  Treattnent.  Commensurate  with  this  was  the  abate. 

Timothy  Cunningham,  »t  3d,  was  ad-  ment  of  the  febrile  affection;  but  you 
mitted  with  three  ulcers  of  the  left  leg,  of  would  observe  that  the  tongue  very  slowly 
two  months*  duration ;  but  he  had  been  recovered  its  healthy  condition,  remaining 
subject  to  ulcerations  of  this  leg  for  the  for  twelve  days  dry  and  crocked.  The  pa- 
last  twenty  years.  At  the  expiration  of  a  tient  was  three  weeks  in  the  house  before 
fortnight  two  of  the  sores  haa  healed,  and  we  could  allow  him  any  improvement  in 
two  days  subsequently  redness  and  swell-  his  diet— any  animal  food.  This  case  also 
ing  of  the  face  took  place,  the  eye-lids  be-  might  be  cafled  one  of  phlegmonous  erysi- 
camc  closed,  the  affection  spread  to  the  ])elas,  following  a  neglected  ulceration 
anterior  part  of  the  scalp,  and  then'  gra-  from  a  scald. 
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Case  YI. — Erytipelai  of  Head  and  Face,  ac*  huve  been  opened  tJirioe;     complains  of 

camponud  hf  Sore  Throat — reneteetum.  pain  in  his  stomvch.     Face  ytry  red,  with 

John  Johnson, »tat. 50,  was re-admitted,  K^at  pain;  pulse   102.     Six  leeches    to 

having  been  discharged  three  days  pre-  n«»d,  and  cold  lotion.      Hyd.  c.  Creta, 

riously,  on  the  healing  or  an  abscess  in  the  8^-  ^*  ^^b* 

heck,  for  which  he  had  been  in  the  hospi-  ^th  day.- Face  much  paler;  pulse  92, 

titl  about  a  month.    On  the  day  after  his  un^^  ^od  feeble;  tongne  moist    There 

ve-admis^^ion  there  was  found  to  be  consi-  ^«d  been  so  much  appearance  of  sinking 

derable  febrile  disturbance,  with  head  ache,  this  morning,  that  half  an  ounce  of  wine 

sore  throat,  full  fVequent  pulse,  and  dry  li^  l>^n  administered  by  the  house-sur- 

tongae.    Tliere  was  redness  and  swelling  g^n*    To  have  Eve  grains  of  the  carbo- 

of  the  cheek,  which  gradually  extended  to  nate  of  ammonia,  and  a  scruple  of  pow. 

the  upper  part  of  the  face,  and  over  the  dered  bark,  in  an  ounce  and  a  half  of  cam- 

head,  with  slight  delirium.  Sixteen  ounces  P^ot  mixture,  every  four  hours, 

of  bl  od  were  taken  from  the  arm ;  he  was  ^^  visiting  him  in  the  evening,  I  found 

placed  on  low  diet,  and  had  onedrachm  the  face  much  flushed,  the  pulse  frequent 

doses  of  the  sulphate  of  magnesia,  with  ^nd  voluminous.    He  had  had  one  dose  of 

fifteen  minims  of  the  vinum  antimon.  tart,  the  medicine,  and  as  he  complained  of 

in  mint  water,  every  six  hours.    The  head  feeling  extremely  cold,  another  half  ounce 

was  shared,  and  the  unguentum  hydraigyri  of  wine  had  been  given.    Bowels  opened 

was  applied  over  the  whole  of  the  aflected  ^^^  times ;  motions  watery.    I  desired  the 

parts.    The  action  upon  the  bowels  having  wine,  and  the  bark  and  ammonia,  to  be 

been  kept  up  for  several  days,  the  sulphate  omitted,  and  that  he  should  take  five  grains 

of  magnesia  was    omitted ;    but  as  the  of  the  hyd.  c.  creta  every  six  hours, 

tongne  continued  dry   and    fhrred,   two  6th  day.— The  face  paler;  bowels  open; 

ffiains  of  calomel  weie  given  with  each  motions  still  watery.    Two  drachms  of 

dose  of  the  saline  and  antimonial  mixture,  castor  oil  immediately ;  omit  the  hyd.  c. 

and  under  this  treatment  the  attack,  which  creta. 

was  rather  severe,  gradually  subsided.  In  ''th  day.— Better  in  every  respect.  Tu. 
nine  days,  desquamation  commenced  in  nefaction  of  face  and  head  subsiding; 
the  face;  and  on  the  eighteenth  day  the  pulse  less  frequent,  and  soft;  tonp^ue  dean- 
tongue  having  become  most  and  clean,  the  uiff  «t  the  edges.  Omit  all  medicine, 
salines  were  omitted,  and  he  was  allowed  ^^  day.— Continues  to  improve;  al- 
half  diet.  lowed  a  little  beef. tea.    About  a  week 

after  this,  when  desauamation  had  com- 

Casb   YII. — Etygipelas  of  Head  and  Face  menced,  this  patient  had  (apparently  from 

after  Injury-- Local  applieation  tfiLeeehet.  eating  grapes)  a  fresh  attack  of  erysipelas 

Richaid  Thorpe,  at.  20,  was  admitted  of  the  face  and  head,  which  again  greatly 

with   erysipelas  of  the    face  and  head;  feduwd  hmi.  After  h|s  bowels  bad  been  re- 

baring,  a  few  days  previously,  received  1»«^«<1  *>J  castor-oil,  decoction  of  bark,  in 

a  blow  on  the  latter,  which  produced  a  combination  with  liq.  acetatis  ammon.,  was 

superficial  wound.    The  tongue  was  dr?,  tried,  but  could  not  be  borne :  it  was  dia. 

and  the  pulse  92,  without  much  resist-  continued,  and  he  gradually  recovered,  un- 

ance.     The  head  was  shared,  and  cold  der  a  very  rigid  regimen. 

lotion  applied^  He  was  put  on  low  diet,  ^  \m,^Erv,ipeiai  of  Head  and  Face 
and  was  ordered  half-drachm  doses  of  the  ^*'*  '"*;  -»-^jf«f««"  «y  "««•  «««  *^««» 
sulphate  of  ma^esia,  with  10  minims  of  "J*^  lujurif^Venetectum. 
the  rinum  antimonii  tartar,  erery  four  John  Beach,  thirty-nine  years  of  age, 
hours.  On  the  second  day  after  his  admis-  foiling  from  a  height  of  seventeen  feet 
sion  the  bowels  had  been  IVeely  opened,  to  the  ground  on  some  loose  rubbish,  re- 
there  was  great  thirst,  and  more  redness  oeived  a  contused  and  lacerated  wound  of 
and  vesication  of  the  ftuse ;  pulse  94,  easily  the  scalp,  over  the  right  parietal  bone ;  and 
oomnressed.  Sixteen  leeches  were  applied  from  which  he  lost  a  considerable  ouantity 
to  the  inflamed  integuments  of  the  tem-  of  blood.  The  house-surgeon,  finding  the 
pies ;  the  saline  and  antimonials  were  con-  bone  uninjured,  after  having  had  the  head 
tinned,  omitting  the  sulphate  of  magnesia,  shaved,  brought  the  edges  of  the  wound  to- 

3d  day. — Leeches  had  bled  freely ;  head  gether,  applied  cold  lotion,  and  adminis- 

felt  relieved ;  tongue  dry.     Calomel  and  tered  an  aperient,  which  was  repeated : 

James's  powder,  of  each  three  grains,  to  be  for  six  days  no  unfavourable  symptoms 

repeated  in  six  hours.  occurred.    The  wound,  hoviiever,  now  sup- 

4th  day.— Tongue  moist,  but  Airred;  purated;  he    complained  of  head-ache; 

face  and' head  ffreatly  swollen,  and  red;  there  was  frequency  of  pulse,  and  some 

pulse  9B,  small.    Twelve  leeches  to  the.  appearance  of  Inflammation  of  the  cutis  of 

temples.      Ol.  Ridni,  Js.   stat.     OmiL  the  forehead.    Fourteen  ounces  of  blood, 

faaust.  Salin.  et  Yin.  Antimon.  which  was  neither  buffed  or  cupped,  were 

Evening.— Respi  ration  frequent;  bowels  taken  from  the  arm ;  simple  dressing  was 
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applied  to  the  wound,  which  was  nippu-  stance,  too,  of  internal  inflammations,  as 
rating,  and  spirit  wash  to  the  rest  of  the  of  pleurisy  or  bronchitis,  although  many 
scalp.  A  dose  of  the  haust.  sennas  comp.  indiridnala  are  exposed  to  the  supposed 
was  administered,  followed  by  salines  and  less  manifest  causes,  only  a  certain 
with  antimony.  The  following  day  the  number  are  affected, 
head-ache  was  relieved,  the  pulMwas  soft,  Thus  far  in  regard  to  inflammation  of 
and  the  bowels  had  been  opened,  but  the  the  skin  following  injuries :  but  you  have 
redness  and  swelling  occupied  the  whole  seen  that,  in  several  of  the  cases  which 
forehead ;  and  on  the  8th  aay  it  extended  have  been  related,  there  had  been  no  in- 
to the  eye-Uds  and  fiuse.  On  the  tenth,  jury  of  the  part  in  which  inflammation  of 
tiie   sweUing    and   redness  of  the  scalp  die  skin  showed  itself,  and  that  it  arose 


was  greatly  diminished,  but  that  of  the  without  aoT  very  tangible  canac .  In  these 

face  increased ;  the  pulse  was  frequent,  cases  the  face  and  head  wens  the  seat  of 

but  soft :    three  grains  of  calomel  were  the  local  affection,  and  when  thus  origi. 

given  with  each  dose  of  the  saline  and  nating,  and  so  situated,  it  constitutes  what 

antimonial  mixture.    On  the   13th,  des-  has    been  called    by   some    medical  eiy- 

quamation  of  the  face  had   began;    the  sipelas.     It  has  been  assumed  that  this 

calomel    was    omitted,    and   the  patient  affection  is  different  in   its  nature,  and 

was  allowed  some  beef-tea;  and   a   few  requires    different    treatment,   from    the 

days  afterwards,  quarter   roast.      Small  turgical;  and  as  it  not  nnfrequently  oc- 

abscesses  formed  in  the  upper  and  un-  currs    in     broken-up    constitutions,     in 

der  eye-lid  of  the  left  eye,  which  were  whom  depletion  is  not  well  borne,  it  has 

opened  as  soon  as  discovered,  and  left  no  been  viewed  by  some  as  a  disease  of  debi- 

permanent  deformity.  lity.    Bat  we  an  too  mncfa  in  the  habit 

of  considering  inflamrnation  to  bo  a  proof 
I  stated  to  you,  ^ntlemen,  thatadif-  of,  and  to  be  dependent  on,increasedp<jwer. 
ferenoe  of  opinion  still  prevailed  as  to  the  and  of  supposing  it  to  be  established 
nature  of  erysipelas,  and  of  its  treatment  that  our  remedial  agents  act  by  dimi- 
Now  with  regard  to  the  former,  let  us  first  nishing  this  increased  power.  However 
consider  what  has  been  the  character  of  common  such  language  may  be,  our  real 
the  phenomena  presented  to  you  in  the  knowledge  merely  amounts  to  this,  that 
preceding  cases.  Ton  have  seen,  then,  in  certain  morbid  phenomena,  which  we 
all,  and  in  the  minority  after  injury »  red-  designate  bv  the  term  inflammation,  more 
ness,  swelling,  heat,  and  pain  of  the  com.  readily  ana  certainly  cease  or  disappear, 
mon  integuments,  accompanied  by  more  under  the  administration  of  some  remedies 
or  less  of  general  fibrile  aisturiMUioe.  To  than  others.  We  do  not,  however,  find 
the  local  affection  von  cannot  hesitate  to  that  all  inflammations  are  equally  amena- 
apply  the  name  of  inflammation.  It  has,  ble  to  blood-letting,  mercury,  or  other 
inaeed,  been  said  that  it  is  not  a  pure,  a  antiphlogistric  remedies ;  and,  on  the 
healthy  inflammation,  and  chiefly  from  other  hand,  though  thev  may  not  be 
the  different  course  it  observes  from  a  so  immediately  subdued  by  these  reme- 
phlegmon — the  essential  difference  being  dies,  yet  they  are  far  more  effectually 
its  great  tendency  to  spread.  Now,  with-  guided  to  a  safe  termination,  by  a  modi- 
out  alluding  to  the  impropriety  of  the  term  fied  use  of  them,  than  by  their  omis- 
healthy  inflammation  being  applied  to  any  sion,  or  by  very  opposite  ones.  Whilst, 
particular  form  of  the  disease,  seeing  that  then,  I  acknowledge  that  the  progress 
they  are  all  morbid  processes,  you  will  at  of  this  "  medical"  erysipelas  has  some- 
once  perceive  that  the  distinction  does  not  times  considerable  resemblance  to  that 
hold  good  when  you  carry  yourobserva-  of  an  eruptive  disease,  that  there  may 
tlons  to  other  parts  of  the  body.  In  other  be  fever  and  sore- throat,  as  in  tiie  3d 
membranes  as  well  as  the  skin,  inflamma-  and  4th  case  preceding  the  inflamma- 
tion, when  once  excited,  readily  extends,  tion  of  the  integuments  of  the  face  and 
This  is  the  case  with  the  serous  roem>  head,  and  that  the  complaint  may  run  a 
branes,  the  mucous  and  synovial  mem-  tolerably  regulu'  course,  yet  neither  in  the 
brancs,  flee. ;  so  that  if  a  distinction  is  to  local  affection  itself,  nor  in  the  accom- 
be  established  on  this  ground,  the  majority  panying  constitutional  disturbance,  nor 
of  those  which  we  meet  with  in  practice  iu  toe  effect  of  remedies  upon  both,  does 
would  not  rank  under  the  head  of  healthy  there  seem  sufficient  grounds  for  support- 
inflammations.  It  has  been  stated  that  ing  an  essential  difference  in  the  nature  of 
there  must  be  something  peculiar  in  the  the  two  affections,  nor  for  altering, 
inflammationof  the  skinineTygipelas,asit-  though  they  may  slightly  modify  our 
only  occurs  in  some  individuals :  no  doubt  treatment 

it  is  so,  but  there  is  nothing  singular  in  Without,however,further  enlarging  upon 

this.    Wounds,  and  very  severe  wounds  this  part  of  the  subject,  I  will  now  come  to 

too,  of  other  textures,  are  not  invariably  what  is  more  appropriate — towhat  isprac- 

followed  by    inflammation.    In    the    in-  tical ;  andjtate,  that  I  believe  erysipelaa  to 
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be  essenUally  an  inflammatoiy  affecUon,  beneficial.  That  I  do  not  cnUrely  pro- 
ud IS  to  be  treated  as  such;  but  that  hibit  them,  you  must  hare  notiMd;  but 
this  treatment  is  to  be  as  much  influ-  where  they  are  emploved,  their  effects 
enced  by  the  result  of  obserration  and  ex-  should  be  closely  watched,  or  in  some 
penenceas  those  of  other  inflammations.  cases  irremediable  mischief  will  be  the 

You  would  observe,  then,  that  in  all  the  consequence. 

cases  which  have  been  related,  the  treat-  In  conclusion,  it  may  be  as  well  for  you 

mentwasessentiaUyantiphlogistic;  the  pa-  to  recollect,  that  in  the  treatment  of  the 

tientswere,withonecxception,  placed  upon  medical  erysipelas  at  least  you  are  rather 

low  diet,  had  aperient  medicine  and  mild  to  hare  in  view  the  guiding  your  patient 

antimonials.      That,    in    some,    general  safely  through  the  attack  than  the  cnttinff 

blood-letting  was    employed;   in   others,  of  it  short;   and  this  object,  I  beiicr^ 

local;  whilst  in  one-half  neither  the  one  yon  will  more  securely  attain  by  adopt* 

or  the  other  was  deemed  requisite :— that  mg  the  general  principles  of  treatment 

cold  local  applications  were  used  in  most  which  you  hare  witnessed  than  by  any 

instances;  in  others,  warm  fomentations:  other. 
-^that,  in  only  one  case,  stimulants  were 

tried,  and  were  obliged  to  be  abandoned    — 

immediately,  from  the  aggravation  of  the 

^ploms  which  ensued.  SUPPOSED    CASE    OF    HYDRO- 

In    the   employment  of  general  blood- 

letting  I  am  influenced  by  the  condition  PHOBIA, 

^^^1  P*^'«"*'  *^^^*  «^  ?^»  aff-ection,  Cured  by  Eluding  and  Vinegar. 

and  the  degree  of  the  consUtntional  dis-  y  -s  s 

tnrbance:    where    the    patient   is  young  

and  strongs  —  where  the  head  and  face 

are  affected,    or   where    there   is    coasi-  I'he   Gazette  Medicate  of  the  2d  of  May 

deiable  fever  and  a  strong  pulse, — it  is  al-  copies  from  a  Bourdeaux  journal  a  case 

ways  a  question  with  me  woether  I  should  under  the  abore  title,  communicated  by  M*. 

not  take  blood  from  the  arm.    In  one  case  Dubedat.      It  appears  that  on  the  22d 

(the  7th),  a  serere  one  of  the  head  and  April,  the  father  of  this  gentleman  was 

fsoe,  where  the  patient's  pulse  did  not  called  to  a  woman  supposed  to  be  affected 

anthorixe   general    bloodletting,   leeches  ^il^  Iwdrophobia.    She  was  32  years  of 

were  applied    to    the     temples,  and  re-  t^c,  of  robust  constitution,  and  the'  mother 

peated  with  marked  relief.    Aperients  or  of  three  children.    She  stated,  that  on  the 

purgatives  are  almost  invariably  useftil ;  evening  of  the  18th  March  she  was  bitten 

and  where  there  is  a  foul  state  of  stomach,  ^y  a  dog  on  the  left  heel ;  that  the  animal 

I  associate  with    them  calomel    or  tar-  ^^    suspected  of  being  mad,  and   was 

tarized  antimony.    Respecting  local  ap.  killed  in  the  neighbouring  cammuue,  having 

plications,  without  makmg  it  an  absolute  been  hunted  down  in  consequence  of  bitina; 

rule,  I  generally  order  the  cold  or  spirit  several  individuals.    Sereral  dogs  whicE 

wash,  where  erysipelas  is  the  result  of  local  ^^^  been  bitten  were  destroyed  by  order  of 

injuiy.     When  the  inflammation  extends  the  Maire.     When  the  woman,  the  subject 

over  the  greater  part  of  a  limb,  warm  fo-  of  this  case,  learned  these  circumstances, 

mentations  usually  prove  more  agreeable  which  was  not  till  four  days  after  the  ac- 

to  the  patient's  feelings  than  cold  ones;  cident,  she  became  very  much  alarmed; 

and  the  same  is  sometimes  experienced  in  'but  the  wound  was  already  almost  cica- 

erysipelasof  the  head  and  face  of  so-called  trized,  and  she  endeavoured  to  compose 

spontaneous  origin.     You  have  seen  the  ber  mind,  and  to  forget  it.     In  eight  days 

progress  of  the  inflammation  of  the  skin  slfe  suffered  from  some  excitement,  speak- 

in  one  case  limited  by  the  application  of  ing  in  such  manner  that  she  was  several 

the  nitrate  of  silver;   and  in  another  of  times  suspected  of  having  drunk  too  much. 

phlegmonous    erysipelas    yon  hafe    wit-  She  afterwards  became  irritable  and  im» 

nessed  the  decided  advantages  of  incision,  patient,  particularly  on  seeing  or  touchlnff 

It  is  almost  superfluous  to  observe,  that  water.    The  wound  became  swollen,  re^ 

in  some  cases  neither  blood-letting,  pur-  ftnd  itching.    Finally,  all  the  above  symp- 

gatives,  or  medicine  of  any  kind,  is  re-  toms  increased,  till,  according  to  her  own 

tuisite,  but  that  simply  by  attention  to  account,  she  had  no  longer  any  control 

iet  and  regimen,  the  disease  will  run  its  over  herself,  and  had  a  strong  inclination  to 

course  in  safety.  bite.   At  the  time  she  was  seen  bv  the  me- 

I  am  not  unaware  that  a  veiy  con-  •  dical  men,  she  was  affected  with  general 

traiy  plan  of  treatment   is  adopted    by  convulsions,   constriction  of  the  larynx. 

•ome,  that  even  to  the  young  and  strong  foaming  at  the  mouth,   screaming    and 

wine   and   bark  are  given.     Upon  this  groaning,  and  all  her  features  betokened 

I  can  only  remark,  that  I  have  'only  very  insanity.    These  symptoms  were  regarded 

rarely    found    them   either    requisite   or  as  indicative  of  hydrophobia ;    and  this 
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opinion  wu  confirmed  by  observing  that 
paroxysms  were  produced  by  the  sig^ht  of 
water.  She  was  bled  to  two  pints,  and 
immediately  became  calmer.  She  was 
then  offered  some  drink,  which  she  took ; 
but,  on  attempting  to  swallow  it,  again 
fell  into  convulsions.  Strong  vinegar  was 
afterwards  given  to  her,  of  wnich  she  spilt 
a  little,  but  drank  about  three  ounces.  She 
immediately  became  more  tranquil.  Again 
she  was  bled  to  another  pint,  and  no  pa- 
roxysm occurred  for  two  hours.  When  an 
access  seemed  about  to  supervene,  a  glass 
of  vinegar  was  administered;  by  which 
she  was  immediately  tranquillized.  Next 
day,  only  one  threatening  of  a  paroxysm 
occurred ;  and  in  a  week  she  was  able  to 
return  to  her  occupations — blanng  God  and 
ths  dortcn. 


RE-VACCINATION. 

M.  MoREAU  lately  called  the  attention  of 
the  Acaderoie  de  Medccine  to  the  fact  of 
his  having  then  under  his  care  a  lady,  who 
bad  been  vaccinated  early  in  life,  but  who 
took  the  precaution  of  having  the  process 
again  recently  performed,  lest  she  should 
catch  the  small-pox  from  her  husband. 
Though  there  was  ample  evidence  of  the 
original  vaccination  having  been  com- 
plete, the  new  process  was  not  the  less 
successful :  the  vesicles  were  perfect — 
tuperba.  Other  cases  were  mentioned  by 
different  members  present ;  and  M.  Bous- 

Jiuet  took  the  opportunity  of  stating  the 
oUowing  remarkable  fact:~The  son  of 
Professor  Adelon,  a  lad  of  sixteen,  had 
been  vaccinated  when  an  infant;  he  re- 
ceived the  pock  again  only  eight  days 
before  M.  Bousquet  made  these  remarks ; 
and  that  gentleman  added,  that  he  obtained 
as  many  vesicles  as  there  were  punctures 
made:  he  had  even  communicated  the 
vims  of  those  vesicles  to  four  children, 
in  all  of  whom  it  succeeded  perfectly. 


PRIZES  AT  THE  COLLEGE  OF 
SURGEONS. 

We  mentioned  in  a  late  number,  that  tlie 
Jacksonian  Prize  for  1833  had  been  ad- 
judged to  Mr.  J.  G.  Crosse,  of  Norwich ;  we 
should  have  added,  that  Mr.  R.  R.  Robin- 
son, of  Cooper's  Row,  Trinity  Square, 
London,  and  Mr.  G.  T.  Morgan,  of  Aber- 
deen, had  obtained  premiums  of  equal  va- 
lue for  their  dissertations. 


NEW  MEDICAL  WORKS. 

An  Inquiry  into  the  Principles  and 
Practice  of  Medicine;  founded  on  Origi- 
nal Physiological  Investigations.  By  G. 
Calvert  Holland,  M.D.  8vo.  Vol.L  12s.  bds. 

Vlndicias  Medicae ;  or  a  Defence  of  the 
College  of  Physicians.  By  Sir  George 
L.  Tuthill.    8vo.  3s.  sewed. 

The  Dublin  Journal  of  Medical  and 
Chemical  Science.  No.  XIV.  8vo.  3s.  6d. 
sewed. 

Graham  on  Diseases  peculiar  to  Fe- 
males.   8vo.  10s.  bds. 


WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  of  BURIALS, 
From  Bills  of  Moetalitt,  May  6,  1834. 


Abaces*  8 

Age  and  Debility  .  28 

Apoplexy      •        •  8 

ABthma  h 

Caocer          .        .  ) 

Childbirth     .       .  4 

CoDsumptloD        •  M 
CoDstlpatlon  of  the 

Bowela              •  2 

Convuliiloiis         .  21 

Croup   ...  6 
DentitloD  or  Teething!  I 

Dropey          .  II 

Dropsy  OD  the  Brsln  18 

Oyteotery    .  I 

Erysipelu    .        .  1 

Fever     ...  4 

Fever,  Scarlet      .  8 


Fever,  Typhna  4 

Goat     ...  2 

Heart,  diaeased   .  2 

Hnoplng-Cough    .  1 1 

Inflammation  88 

Bowel*  &  Stomach  8 

Brain         .  I 

Lunge  and  Pleura  10 

LWer,  dlseaaed  8 

Meaitlet         .        •  8 

Mortification         .  8 

Paralyela       .       .  2 

Spaemt         •  2 

l^imor          •       •  1 

Uukoown  Cauaea  4 

StlUborn      .        .12 


THE  PARLIAMENTARY  COM- 
•    MITTEE. 

The  proceedings  continue  to  be  carried  on 
briskly  by  Mr.  Warbarton  and  his  fellow 
labourers.  The  chief  witnesses  examined 
this  week  have  been  Sir  As  tier  Cooper,  Sir 
Charles  Bell,  Mr.  Brodie,  ]Mfr.  Lawrence, 
Mr.  Travers,  Mr.  Wardrop,  Mr.  Green,  &c. 


ST.  THOMAS'S  HOSPITAL. 

Mb.  South,  we  understand,  was  elected 
assistant-sofiipeon  to  this  hospital  on  Wed- 
nesday last 


Decrease  of  Burlala,  aa  compared  with  )   ni 
the  preceding  week        .       .        >  I 


METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL. 

(Kot  come  to  hand.) 

NOTICES. 

We  beg  to  decline  the  proffered  critique 
on  Castle's  edition  of  BlundelPs  Lectures. 
The  writer  most  be  a  very  simple  person 
to  send  us  such  an  article. 

Mr.  Maclure's  paper  has  been  received. 

W.  Wilson,  Printer,  87|SkinDer-8trtet,  LoDd»u. 
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LECTURES 

ON  TUB 


But  I  must  beg  deeply  to  impress  upon 
jrour  minds  that  urgent  necessity  alone 
will  warrant  us  in  taking  up  an  obstetric 

THEORY  AND  PRACTICE    OF  instrument;  and  that  wh«n  «  choice  is 

MIDWIFERY*  allowed  us,  we  should  leave  nature  to  ac- 

'  complish  her  own  pnrpose, —provided,  in- 

Delwertd  at  the  London  Hotpital^  deed,  we  can  with  safety  trust  her. 

-,     -^             »T   n                       -mmw^  In  yo'ir  practice  you  will  find  it  much 

By  Francis  H.  Ramsbotham,  M.D.  ^0^  difficult  to  determine  the  time  when 

instrumental  aid  may  have  become  neces- 

sary,  than  to  administer  that  aid;  and, 

Lectube  XXXII.  unfortunately    you    will    find    the    most 

DIFFICULT  LABOUR.^INSTRU-  deadly  means  most  easy  of  application. 

MENTS  Many  times,  alfM>,  you  will  be  almost  per- 
suaded against  your  own  opinion  to  Uie 

Alt^ouoh  in  skilful,  and  especially  dis-  adoption  of  these  means  by  the  ui^g^ent  and 

criminating  hands,  obstetric  instruments  unceasing  solicitations  of  your  patient.  Let 

must  be  regarded  as  ^reat  blessings  to  the  me  entreat  of  vou  neither  to  allow  these  con- 

■offering  sex,  yet  it  is  a  question  with  me  siderations  to  weigh  with  your  judgment, 

whether    by  tneir  unnecessary  and    im-  nor  to  let  that  less  worthy  motive,  a  wish 

proper  use  the^  have  not  produced  on  the  to  take  advantage  of  the  eclat  likely  to  re- 

whole  more  injury  than  good.   From  some  suit  from  a  successful  operation,  tempt  you 

practical  knowledge  of  this  subject,  I  am  to  act  contrary  to  your  own  feelings  of 

persuaded  that  instrumental  interference  propriety. 

nas  been  often  most  culpably  had  recourse  7  wo  tpeciet.-^WQ  have  already  arranged 

to,  and  that  many  women  at  this  moment  instrumental  cases  under  the  second  order 

survive  miserable  victims  of  impatience,  of  difficult  labours,  and  have  divided  that 

ignorance,  or  violence.      I  have  reason,  order  into  two  species; — the  first,  those 

also,  to   fear   that   in  no  few  instances  which  are  accomplished  b;^  instruments 

human  life  has  been  the  sacrifice— I  speak  perfectiy  compatible  both  with  the  life  of 

in  reference  to  the  child— when  patience,  the  child  and  the  safety  and  continuity  of 

perseverance,  and  reliance  on  the  natural  the  mother's  structures ;   and  the  second, 

powers,  were  the  only  obstetric  auxiliaries  those    in  which  either  the  child's  body 

reouired.  must  be  mutilated,  or  a  cutting  operation 

Let  it  not  be  thought  by  these  observa-  be  performed  on  the  mother's  person, 
tions  that  I  am  unable  to  appreciate  the  Instruments  empbyed.^FouT  xinds  of  in- 
advantages  sometimes  resulting  from  in-  struments,  differing  essentially  in  their 
stmmental  aid; — let  it  not  be  supposed  fashion  and  mode  of  application,  have 
that  I  am  silly  enough  to  draw  an  argu-  been  used  to  overcome  the  lesser  degrees  of 
ment  against  a  valuable  measure  from  the  difficulty  which  we  meet  with ;  by  the  em- 
possibility  of  its  abuse.  I  know  toow'ell  ployment  of  either  of  these,  the  labour  is 
that  nature  sometimes  fails  even  in  her  reduced  to  one  of  the  first  species  of  tl^is 
grandest  and  proudest  work — the  con*  order:  they  are  the  long  and  short  forceps, 
tinuance  of  the  human  species  ;  and  that  the  vectis,  and  the  fillet ; — the  latter  means 
occasionally  death  both  to  the  mother  and  is  now  most  properly  discarded, 
her  offspring  would  ensue,  unless  art  The  instruments  resorted  to  in  the 
atepped  in  to  relieve  by  her  co-operation  second  species  of  this  order  of  cases  are  of 
the  embarrassments  of  her  tutoress.  a  cutting  character,  and  tiiey  may  be  re- 

337.— XIV.  Q 


226     DR.  F.  H.  RAMSBOTHAM  ON  THE  PRACTICE  OF  MIDWIFERY. 

solved  into  two  varieties— the /^rst,  those  But  I  am  quite  at  a  loss  to  understand  how 

which  are  applied  to  the  child,  and  are  this  purpose  could  be  answered ;  for  they 

necessary  for  the  performance  of  cranio*  were  formed  with  a  sharp  beaked  point  at 

tomy,  VIZ.  the  perforator  or  craniotomy  the  extremity  of  each  blade,  and  projecting 

scissors,  the  crotchet,  the  blunt  hook,  and  teeth  on  the  internal  surface,  so  that  the 

the  craniotomv  forceps ;  the  second,  those  integuments  of  the  child's  head  and  face 

which  are  applied  to  the  mother's  person,  must  of*  necessity  have  been  dreadfully 

by  which  the  Cesarean  section  is  per-  lacerated.    Albucasis,  indeed,  even  gives 

formed,  or  the  symphysis  pubis  divided,  directions,  that  if  the  head  be  too  large  to 

viz.  the  scalpel,  bistoury,  and  others,  which  pass,  it  should  be  ertuhed  by  the  closure  of 

are  auxiliary,  and  sufficiently  well  known  the  blades.     On  the  whole,  therefore,  the 

in  surgery  to  require  no  piurticular  men-  Arabian  forceps,  so  far  from  bein^  con- 

tion  here.  sidered  an  improvement  on  the  mstru- 

vnvi^vvfl  ments  previously  in  use,  can  only  be  re- 

FORCBP8.  garded  as  a  clumsy  and  barbarous  attempt 

HUiary. — Among  the  ancient  writers  on  at  what  has  fortunately  in  after  ages  been 

medicine  and  surgery  wc  meet  with  no  accomplished. 

description  of  any  obstetrical  instrument  We  find  no  particular  mention  of  obste- 

at  all  resembling  our  forceps.     Hippo-  trie  forceps  from  the  time  of  Avicenna  till 

crates,  indeed,  and  Celsns,   both  allude  the  vear  1554,  when  Rueffe,  of  Zuric,  in  a 

to  instruments  for  the  purpose  of  facilitat-  work,  "  de  conceptu  et  generatione  bomi- 

ing  difficult  labour,  but  they  were  of  a  nis,"  dedicated  a  chapter  to  the  oonsideia- 

kind  designed  merely  to  extract  the  child  tion  of  obstetric  instruments,  under  the 

without  reference  to  its  life:  they  con-  title  "de  modo,    quo  et  qnibus  instru- 

sisted  entirely  of  hooks  and  crotchets ;  and  mentis  iinpediti  et  mortui  infantes  produ- 

thcir  use  must  necessarily  have  mutilated  cendi."    In  this  treatise  he  describes  and 

the  foetal  body.  delineates  two  kinds  of  instruments,  the 

The  first  ^cam  of  such  a  contrivance  one  with  a   beaked  extremity,  and  the 

sparkles  in  the  works  of  Rhazes,  Uie  Ara-  other   perfectly    smooth   and   unarmed  ; 

biaj],  who,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  tenth  which  latter  he  distinguishes  bm  **  forceps 

century,  described  a  fillet  supposed  to  be  Qua  dentes  erunntur:"   and  this   is  the 

adapted  to  this  purpose.    We  find  in  Avi  nrst  attempt  recorded  of  any  obstetrical 

cenna,whose  work  appeared  nearly  onehun-  assistant  (except  the  fillet)  by  which  it 

dred  years  after  Rhazes  wrote,  the  obstetric  was  possible  to  extract  a  foetus  without 

forceps  mentioned  byname;  but  whether  injury  to  its  person.      Rueffe's  forceps, 

they  were  of  his  own  suggestion,  or  had  however,  like  all  the  former,  were  made 

been  in  use  previously,  is  by  no  mams  with  a  common  fixed  joint,  so  that  both 

dear :  it  is  generally  believed,  indeed,  that  blades  must  necessarily  be  introduced  at 

he  was  the  orig^al  inventor.    After  giving  the  same    time,   and  consequently  they 

some  directions,  the  purport  of  which  it  is  were  almost  useless,  from  the  difficulty  of 

not  very  easy  to  maxe  out,  he  says,  ''liget  their  application.    Rueffe  has  not  left  us 

(obstetrix)  foetum  cum  margine  panni,  et  the  dimensions  of  the  instrument  he  sug- 

trahat  eum  subtiliter,  vald^  cum  quibus-  gested,  but  from  the  cut  attached  to  his 

dam  attractioniba^.    Qn6d  si  illud  non  work,  they  appear  very  similar   to  our 

confert,  administrentur/orcipes,  et  attraha-  common    lithotomy    forceps,    with    the 

tur  cum  eis;   si  vero  non  confert  illud,  exception  of  the  internal  surface    being 

extrahatur  cum  incisione,  secundiim  quod  smooth. 

facile  fit,  et  regatur  regimine  foetus  mor-  It  is  believed  that  we  are  indebted  to 

tui."    In  this  quotation  we  have  a  plain  the  elder  Chamberlin  for  the  valuable  im- 

proof  that  both  the  fillet  and  forceps  were  provement  of  separating  the  blades,  intro- 

in  use  among  the  Arabians.  ducing  them  singly,  and  fixing  them  after 

None  of  the  contemporaries  or  imme-  their  application.    But  the  lock  designed 

diate  followers  of  Avicenna  mention  the  by  Chamberlin  (who  was,  from  the  clumsi- 

forceps  as  an  instrument  applicable  to  ex-  ness  of  the  workmanship,  doubtless  not 

pedite  lingering  labours  except  Albucasis,  only  the  inventor  but  artificer  of  his  own 

who  lived  about  a  centuiy  after.    This  lat-  instrument),  was  by  no  means  so  firm  and 

ter   surgical    practitioner,   however,  has  steady  as  to  give  the  required  stability, 

given  a  description  and  figures  of  nume-  although  it  led  to  the  joint  now  in  use  in 

rous  obstetrical  instraments,  among  which  England.    As  secresy  in  inventions,  how. 

are  a  short  and  long  forceps ;  the  former  ever,  was  in  Chamberlin's  time  not  only 

he  styles  miidach,  the  latter  almiada^.  It  is  tolerated  but  practised  among  the  most 

sufficiently   clear   that   these    inventions  scientific  and  enlightened  men,  the  pecu- 

were  intended  to  supersede  the  necessity  of  liar  formation  of  his  instrument,  and  the 

opening  the  child's  head,  or  otherwise  routi  mode  by  which  he  proposed  to  effect  the 

lating  it;  and  they  seem  to  have  been  pro-  extraordinary  giKMl  be  lioasted,  was  not 

posed  with  the  view  of  extracting  it  alive,  known  tu  his  c<iuteniporaries ;  and  even  to 
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this  day  we  are  without  any  authentic  in  the  oommencement  of  each  blade,  where 
document  to  infonn  us  in  what  hia  pecu-  it  springs  from  the  handle.  Such,  then, 
liar  mode  of  deUTcry  consisted.  we  have  now  no  doubt,  was  the  improved 

His  son  Hugh,  in  the  prefkce  to  a  trans,    invention  of  the  Chamberlins. 
lation    of  Mauricean*s  work,   which   he 

Sut  forth  in  1672,  on  his  return  after  his 
isastrous  expedition  to  Paris,  has  given 
us  these  memorable  words :— "  My  father, 
brothere,  and  myself  (though   none  else 
in  Europe  that  I  know),  have,  by  God's 
blessing  and  our  industry,  attained  to,  and 
loag^  pfaetiicd»  a  way  to  dieliver  women, 
when  thehead,onaceouiit  ofsoBiadificalty 
or  disproportion,  cannot  pass,  without  any 
prejudice  to  them  or  their  infants;  though 
all  others  (being  obliged,  for  want  of  such 
an  expedient,  to  use  the  common  way)  do 
and  must  endanger  or  destroy  one  or  both 
with  hooks."     He   afterwards  makes  a 
lame  apology  for  not  giving  publicity  to 
their  invention,  considering  it  as  a  secret 
peculiarly  their  own,  and  one  which  they 
bad  every  ri^t  to  use  in  the  way  most 
consonant  with  their  own  advantage.    By 
a  fortunate  accident,  chance  has  brought 
to  light  what  neither  liberalitv  nor  a  de. 
Mre  to  bencdfit  mankind  would  have  con- 
eeded  to  us.    Dr.  Peter  Chamberlin  (the 
brother,  I  believe,  of  Hugh,  whom  I  have 
joflt  mentioned)  pnrehased,  some  time  be- 
fore  the  year  1683,  the  estate  of  Wood- 
ham  Mortimer  Hall,   near    Maldon,   in 
Essex ;  which  continued  in  the  family  till 
about  1716,  and  was  then  sold  to  Mr.  Wm. 
Alexander,  who    bequeathed   it    to    the 
Wine    Coopers'    Company.      About   the 
year  1815,  tne  tenant  in  occupation  dis- 
covered  in  the  floor  in  the  uppermost  of  a 
series  of  closets,  which  are  built  over  the 
entrance>poreh,  a  trap -door.    In  the  apace 
between  the  flooring  of  this  closet  and  the 
celling  below,  was  found,  among  a  num- 
ber of  empty  boxes,  a  cabinet  containing 


The  accomiMuiying  cut  li  taken  from  a  drawing 
of  the  most  perfect  of  Chamberlin**  Instm* 
menta.  No.  1  la  the  forcepa  locked :  a,  the 
bladea;  b,  the  haodlea}  e,  the  hole  in  the 
Joint,  through  which  la  paaaed  tlie  atring  to 
connect  the  blades. 

No.  2,  the  fk-ont  view  of  a  single  blade  :  a,  the 
feoeatra  i  b,  the  groove  in  the  ahank,  forming 
the  lock,  by  which  the  two  bladea,  perfectly 
almilar  In  form,  are  adapted  to  each  other ;  c, 
the  handle. 

The  following  are  the  dimenalona :  extreme 
length,  \\i  Inchea }  length  of  blade,  7k  Inchc* » 
of  handle,  4^ ;  greatest  width  between  the 
blades,  8  Inches  and8-8ths;  width  between  the 
blades  at  the  polnta,  fftha  of  an  inch  i  greateat 
breadth  of  the  blade,  T i  Inch* 

The  celebrity  enjoyed  by  Chamherlin's 
areanum.  could  not  but  attract  the  marked 


collection  of  old  coins,  divers  trinkets,  attention  of  the  practitioners  of  his  day ; 
many  letters  fh»m  Dr.  Chamberlin  to  dif-  and  consequently  other  men  of  inventive 
ferent  members  of  his  family,  and  some  genius  directed  their  minds  to  the  same 
obstetric  instniments.    These  Instiiiments  object.    Dr.  Wallace  Johnson  distinctly 
were  given  to  Mr.  Cansardtne,  by  the  fadv  states  that  a  pair  of  forceps  came  into  his 
of  the  mansion;  and  that  gentleman,  with  possession,  which  belonged  to  Mr.  Drink- 
the  most  praiseworthy    generosity,    pre  water,  of  Brentford.  "  who  commenced 
seated  them  to    the  Medico-Chirurgical  practice  in  1668,  and  died  in  1728:"  these 
Society,  on  the  17th  of  May,  1818.    The  he  describes  as  being  similar  to  those  used 
letter  accompanying  this  valnable  dona-  by  Chiipman  and  Giffard. 
lion  was  published  in  the  9th  volume  of  To  GifTard,  indeed,  the  credit  is  gene- 
that  learned  Society's  Transactions.  From  rally  acceded  of  having  improved  the  for- 
die  very  fashion  of  these  instruments  may  ceps,    by    forming  them  with  an    open 
be  traced  the  progress  of  Chamberiin's  in-  fenestra;  but  after  the  account  I  have  just 
vention :  one  appean  to  be  a  simple  lever,  gdven  of  Chamherlin's  instniments,  which 
with  an  open  fenestra ;  another  a  double  ^1  possess  open   blade?,    it  will  appear 
blade,  connected    together   by    a   pivot,  very    questionable  whether  this  idea  is 
which,  however,  is  rivetted ;   a  third,  in  conrect    GifTard  began  to  employ  the  for- 
which  the  joint  is  formed  by  a  pivt>t  on  ceps  in  the  year  1726,  and  sometimes  used 
one  blade,  receivable  into  a  corresponding  one  blade  simply  as  an  extractor,  some- 
hole  in  the  other;  and  a  fourth,  in  which  times  both.    We  are  in  perfect  possession 
the  instrument  is  fixed  and  made  perfect    of  his  practice,  by  the  cases  published  after 
by  a  tape  passing  through  two  holes — one    his  death  by  his  friend.  Dr.  Hody. 
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Well  acquainted  as  we  are  with  the  wards,  with  some  variation,  adopted  bjr 

minutest  improvements  in  snrg^ery,  it  is  Smcllie,  Osbom,  and  Clarke, 
singular  that  we  should  be  in  ignorance         Modem  farcept,  —  Whim,   caprice,    and 

as  to  who  was  the  inventor  of  that  greatest  fancy  (and  perhaps  also  some  little  desire 

of  all  alterations  in  the  obstetric  forceps  ex-  for  professional    distinction),    have  sug- 

emplified  in  our  modem  joint.    That  the  gested  an  infinite  variety  of  forceps,  of 

idea  originated  from  those  which  Giffard,  almost  all  which  Levret's  and  Smellie's 

Freke,  and  Chapman  used,  is  sufficiently  patterns   have  formed  the  ground-work, 

evident;  but  the  improvement  in  stability,  Others  are  strongly  stamped  with  an  origi- 

security,  and  power,  is  so  great  as  to  amount  nal  character   of'  increased  utility;   and 

ta  an  actually  new  invention.     The  credit  such  are  the  modifications  suggested  by 

has  been  generally  given  to  Smellie;  but  I  my  talented    friend    and    colleague,  Dr. 

questionwhetherthisis  correct;  for  Mulder,  David  Davis,  who  has  applied  his  mind, 

in  his  History  ofthe  Forceps,  states  that  his  with  very  considerable  acuteness  and  in^ 

preceptor,  Du  Pui,  bought  a  pair  of  for-  genuity,  to  improving  the  mechanism  of 

ceps  with  the  improved  joint,  at  the  sale  this  department  of   sui^cal  science:  he 

of  Falconar's  Museum,  in  Jjondon,  in  the  has  adopted  a  wider  blade  than  is  com- 

year  1778;  that  he  inquired  of  all  most  monlv  used;   which  allows  the    parietal 

skilled,  in  the  science  of  midwifery,    to  prominence  to  pass  more  perfectly  through 

whom  was  to  be  attributed  the  credit  of  the  opening,    and  which    embraces  tne 

the  alteration ;  but  that  nobody  could  in-  child's  head  at  more  points  of  contact  than 

form  htm,  though  all  agreed  it  was  made  Denman's,  Smellie's,  or  Levret*s.    But  it 

after  Chapman  had  openly  described  his  was  evident  that  the  irregularities  of  many 

instrument.  The  latter. named  practitioner,  pelves  would  not  permit  the  introduction 

indeed,  who  was  the  second  public  Eng-  of  two  bladesof  the  width  which  he  thinks 

lish  lecturer,  used  to  shew  a  pair  to  his  most  appropriate ;  and  he  has  therefore 

pupils,  explain  themode  of  applying  them,  proposed  to  obviate  this  inconvenience  in 

and  published  a  treatise  on  the  subject  in  two  ways«-either  by  adapting  a  narrower 

1733.    Before  this  time — viz.  in  the  year  blade  to  the  wide  one,  or  by  using  a  short 

1720— Palfyn,    of   Ghent,  had  also   put  blade,  as  an  antagonist  to  tnat  first  intro- 

forth  a  description  of  the  forceps  used  by  duced.    The  great  objection  to  Dr.  Davis's 

him,  under  the  denomination  of  the  tire  invention,  consists  in  the  number  of  in- 

tite ;  but  from  their  delineation,  as  given  struments  which  such  a  contrivance  re- 

by  Mulder,  we  must  judge  them  to  have  quires  we  should  be  furnished  with,  and 

been    clumsy,  even  in  comparison  with  toe  inconvenience  attendant  on  that  mnl 

Chamberlin*s.  tiplicity ;  for  it  would  seem  that  a  fresh 

The  great  similarity  that  exists  between  instrument,  or  at  least  a  fresh  blade, 
the  instrument  used  by  Chamberlin  in  the  would  be  necessary  for  almost  every  vari- 
latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  century,  and  ation  in  the  position  of  the  head, 
that  described  by  Chapman  in  1733,  forms  Other  less  useful  changes  have  been 
a  very  curious  part  of  the  history  of  the  made  by  different  practitioners:  some 
forceps.  The  representation  of  the  latter  have  preferred  adapting  a  hinge  to  the 
given  by  Mulder  resembles,  in  many  points,  shank  of  that  blade  which  was  to  be  intro. 
tiiat  specimen  of  C*hambcrlin's,  a  sketch  duced  under  the  right  ilium,  that  the  ne- 
of  which  I  have  just  shewn  you.  It  is  oessity  of  bringing  the  patient  close  to  the 
difficult  to  account  for  this  circumstance,  edge  of  the  bed  might  be  obviated ;  others 
when  we  consider  the  extreme  jealousy  have,  with  the  same  intention,  recom- 
with  which  Chamberlin  kept  his  inven-  mended  that  the  handle  should  be  made  to 
tion  secret,  except  on  the  supposition  that  nnscrew,  so  that  the  blade  might  be  in- 
the  instrument  had  been  described  to  troduced  first,  and  the  handle  fixed  after- 
Chapman  by  some  persons  who  had  seen  wards.  Saxtorffe,  inde^,  in  1791,  added 
it  employed  by  Chamberlin.  Smellie,  in-  a  hinge  to  each  handle;  bat  this  was 
deed,  in  his  Introduction  to  Midwifery,  merely  for  the  convenience  of  carriage, 
states,  that  Chapman's  instrument  was  the  and  is  of  a  very  different  construction  to 
same  which  Chamberlin  used ;  from  whom  that  employed  by  Hamilton ;  for  Saxtorffe's 
he  obtained  his  information,  he  does  not  hinge  turns  inwards,  while  Hamilton's  is 
disclose;  but  through  whatever  channel  he  bent  outwards.  Leake,  in  1774,  proposed 
became  possessed  of  it,  he  seems  to  have  a  forceps  with  three  blades ;  but  this  sug- 
placed  perfect  reliance  on  his  authority,  gestion  has  been  followed  by  no  one  of  re- 
and  that  with  good  reason.    ,  pute,  as  far  as  I  know.    For  a  more  par- 

The  blades  of  all  hitherto  described  ticular  account  of  the  different  fashions  of 

were  straight;  and  Levret  first  added  the  these  instruments,  down  to  the  end  of  the 

lateral  curvature,  that  the   convex  edge  last  century,  I  shall  refer  those  of  yon  who 

might  fit  into  the  concavity  of  the  sacrum,  are  curious  on  the  subject,  to  MAirter^s  Hia- 

and  the  danger  of  injuring  the  rectum  by  toria  Forcipumet  Veetium. 
the  point  be  prevented :  this  form  was  after.         PoinU  to  be  attended  to  in  the  choice  of  an  iu- 
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itnuMuit.-^For  my  own  part,  I  consider  it 
of  much  ftBB  importance  to  discuss  the 
merits  of  the  various  alterations  which  the 
forceps  have  undergone,  than  to  obtain  a 
knowledge  of  the  cases  requiring  their 
assistance,  and  the  mode  in  which  that  as- 
sistance should  be  rendered.  I  am  in  the 
habit  of  using  Denman's  straight  forceps; 
and  these  I  recommend  to  you,  at  least  in 
the  commencement  of  vour  practice,  be- 
cause  each  blade  is,  in  shape,  exactly  simi 
lar  to  its  fellow;  either  may  be  introduced 
first  or  uppermost ;  *each  becomes  a  right 
OT  a  left-hand  blade,  according  as  it  is 
adapted  to  the  pelvis;  and  no  thought  or 
calculation  is  reouired  as  to  which  should 
be  applied  over  tne  one  or  the  other  side  of 
the  fstal  skull; — which  consideration  in 
itself  is  very  likely  to  embarrass  a  young 
operator,  and  may  be  the  occasion  of  his 
failure.  This  instrument  measures  1  l|ths 
inches  from  the  extremitv  of  the  handle  to 
the  tip  of  the  points ;  of  which  the  blade 
occupies  7  inches,  the  handle  the  remain- 
der; the  groove  for  the  lock  being  |ths  of 
an  inch  deep.  The  greatest  width  between 
the  blades  is  about  their  centre,  and  mea- 
sures 2{ths  inches ;  the  space  between  the 
points  exactly  one  inch.  The  fenestra  is  in 
the  shape  of  a  kite,  but  considerably  longer 
in  proportion  to  its  width :  the  blade  in  its 
widest  part,  near  the  extremity,  measures 
an  inch  and  three-quarters  across ;  the  ex> 
treme  width  of  the  fenestra  being  one  inch 
and  three-sixteenths.  The  blades  spring 
from  the  locking  part  in  a  regular  sweep 
outwards;  there  being  no  shank,  properly 
«  so  called.  The  whole  instrument  weighs 
ten  ounces  and  three-quartefs. 


1.  The  Instntineiit  doted. 

'J*  The  bMk  view  of  a  slogtc  bl«der 


Besides  these  peculiarities  necessary  to 
be  attended  to  in  choosing  a  pair  of  for- 
ceps, there  are  many  others  of  more  trivial 
moment,  which  must  not  be  passed  over 
without  notice.  They  should  be  manu- 
iieustured  of  the  best  tempered  steel,  else 
they  are  liable  either  to  break  or  bend. 
The  lock  should  particularly  engage  our 
attention;  this  should  be  formed  rather 
looselv,  so  that  when  the  blades  are  ad- 
justed  one  to  the  other,  there  should  be  a 
slight  lateral  motion  allowed:  for  the 
space  of  at  least  an  inch  and  a  half  from 
tne  handle,  each  blade  should  be  of  an 
uniform  thickness,— so  that  it  may  be  slid 
to  that  extent  within  the  groove  of  its  an- 
tagonist; for  this,  we  shall  find,  assists 
much  in  its  application  under  labour'. 
No  shoulders  are  admissible  near  the  lock, 
no  ornamental  ridges,  no  serrated  edges ; 
every  portion  of  the  locking  part  should  be 
perfectly  smooth,  and  the  corners  rounded. 
The  external  face  of  the  blade  should,  of 
course,  be  somewhat  convex;  so,  indeed, 
should  the  internal  also.  All  the  instru- 
ments that  I  have  ever  seen  have  a  rounded 
convex  external  surface,  that  the  parts  of 
the  mother  may  not  bis  injured;  but  in 
most  the  iatemal  surface  in  contact  with 
the  child's  face  is  flat  Every  flat  surface 
must  have  two  sharp  edges ;  and  if  strong 
pressure  be  applied,  these  edges  will  cut. 
To  obviate  the  chance  of  disfigurement^ 
then,  the  inside  of  the  instrument  must  be 
rounded  also.  My  father  has  strongly  in- 
sisted on  this  improvement  being  gene- 
rally adopted ;  and  I  have  practiciQly  seen 
the  utility  of  the  recommendation  in  nu- 
merous instances. 

Another  point  of  sreat  consequence  is, 
whether  we  should  have  the  instrument 
coated.  It  was  the  old  fashion  to  cover 
each  blade  entirely  with  leather,  that  it 
miffht  be  less  formidable  to  the  sight ;  that, 
in  locking  it,  little  noise  might  be  made; 
and  that  it  might  be  softer  to  the  woman's 
person,  and  therefore  not  so  likely  to  do 
Injury.  Many  of  the  various  Instruments 
on  the  table  you  see  finished  in  this  way. 
This  practice  was,  in  my  opinion,  objec- 
tionable on  many  grounds.  In  the  first 
place  the  leather  takes  up  room,  and  does 
not  afford  strength  equivalent  to  the  space 
it  occupies ;  and  we  shall  find  in  dimcult 
labour,  when  disproportion  from  any  cause 
produces  the  delay,  that  it  is  of  conse- 
quence even  to  gain  the  thirtieth  part  of  an 
inch  in  space.  Again,  the  instrument  does 
not  pass  up  so  easily  when  covered  with 
leather,  as  when  it  is  plain  and  polished. 
A  still  greater  objection,  however,  has  been 
niged  against  this  practice,  and  one  that 
has  caused  it  to  be  generally  abandoned. 
It  has  been  supposed  that  infection— rthe 
virus  of  syphilis  or  gonorrhoea,  for  exam- 


230     DR.  F.  H.  RAMSBOTHAM  ON  THE  PRACTICE  OF  MIDWIFERY. 


pie » bus  been  carried  from  a  diseased  to 
a  healthy  uerBon.  If  there  be  the  slight- 
est probabilitv  of  such  an  accident,  it 
would  be  our  bounden  duty  either  to  dis- 
card* the  leather  entirely,  or  to  change  the 
covering  after  each  time  the  initmments 
are  used. 

In  Smellie's  plates  you  observe  many  of 
the  forceps  delineated  as  clothed  in  leather, 
and  one  or  two  are  before  you,  in  which 
the  coating  is  only  continnea  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  fenestra ;  these  are  for 
the  latter  reason  equally  objectionable. 
For  myself  I  care  little  lor  the  clicking 
noise  sometimes  elicited  on  the  blades  be- 
ing adjusted,  as  I  never  think  of  using 
these  or  any  other  instrument  surrepti- 
tiously. Nor  am  I  particularly  anxious  to 
conceal  them  ft'om  my  patient's  view,  as  if 
I  were  making  use  of  a  means  I  was 
ashamed  or  afraid  to  shew.  It  is  neither 
necessary  to  do  this,  or  to  make  an  osten- 
tatious dbplay  and  parade  before  her. 
Many  times,  indeed,  on  bein^  requested,  I 
have  not  only  allowed  her  to  inspect  them, 
but  have  in  some  degree  describe  their  ac- 
tion, and  have  permitted  her  to  run  her 
hand  along  them,  that  she  might  assure 
herself  they  possessed  no  cuttiag  proper- 
ties, and  were  therefore  unlikely  to  hurt 
either  herself  or  infant.  I  never  found 
their  use  objected  to  in  consequence  of 
their  being  discovered  to  be  formed  of 
naked  steel. 

Tbe  only  coating  I  would  admit  of  is  a 
silver  wash :  to  this  I  have  not  the  slight- 
est objection ;  and  if  you  are  inclincS  to 
be  very  natty  in  your  professional  appur- 
tenances, you  may  witJiout  any  detriment 
to  the  efficacy  or  value  of  your  instruments, 
require  them  to  be  disguised  under  the 
specious  semblance  of  tbe  precious  metals. 
Those  gentlemen  who  purpose  practising 
in  a  warm  climate, — the  East  or  West  In- 
dies,-^ would  do  well  to  incur  this  addi- 
tional expense  in  tlicir  obstetrical  forceps, 
as  well  as  other  surgical  instruments,  not 
for  tlie  sake  of  appearance,  but  to  prevent 
rust. 

I  have  recommended  the  straight  short 
forceps  in  preference  to  one  with  any  of 
the  lateral  curves  now  in  more  general 
use,  and  given  you  some  short  reasons  for 
my  choice.  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to 
enlarge  on  this  topic  at  present :  when  I 
come  to  speak  of  the  adaptation  of  the  in. 
strument,  you  will  see,  I  trust,  fto^^  'Mi- 
son  for  following  my  reoommenoation. 

Fr^iwA/oroipf.— In  no  part  of  operative 
surgery  is  the  superiority  of  British  prac- 
tice over  that  of  our  ingenious  and  enlight- 
ened neighbours  on  the  other  side  the 
straights  of  Dover  mora  strongly  exempli, 
fied,  than  in  the  contrast  belwecn  our 
short  forceps,  and  the  one  even  to  this  day 


in  use  among  them.  The  instrument  I 
now  hold  in  my  hand, — mora  like  a  pair 
of  tongs  than  a  contrivance  to  extract  the 
head  of  a  living  foetus  through  delicate 
and  highly-sensitiye  passages,^was  pre- 
sented to  my  father  a  very  few  years  since, 
b^  a  much-valued  friend  and  late  pupil  of 
his,  Mr.  Wm.  Wickham,  of  Winchester, 
who  brought  it  from  Paris,  as  a  specimen 
of  the  advancement  the  French  have  at- 
tained  in  this  department  of  obstetrical 
science.  It  was  made  after  the  most  ap- 
proved fiubion  in  every  respect;  and  he 
assured  me  that  he  saw  a  perfectly  similar 
instrument  employed  b^  the  celebrated 
Dubois,  while  he  was  sojourning  in  "  the 
grand  city."  Its  extreme  lengm  is  nine- 
teen and  a  half  inches ;  the  blade  ten  and 
a  half  inches;  the  greatest  width  between 
the  blades  is  two  inches  and  three-quarters; 
the  extremities  of  the  points  are  in  perfect 
contact  when  the  handles  are  closed;  it 
possesses  a  slight  lateral  curve ;  each  blade 
is  fenestrated,  and  slightly  hollowed  out  in- 
temally ;  across  the  widest  part  it  measures 
two  inches;  and  the  greatest  diameter  of 
the  fenestra,  near  the  extremity,  is  one 
inch  and  a  quarter.  The  whole  weight  of 
the  instrument  is  two  pounds,  five  ounces, 
and  three  quarters.  Since  the  time  I 
speak  of,  however,  the  forceps  in  common 
nse  in  Paris  has  been  decreased  in  size. 
Dr.  Davis,  in  his  valuable  work  on  opera- 
tive midwifery,  published  in  1825,  gives  the 
dimensions  of  a  pair  he  had  latelv  received, 
which  are  rather  smaller  than  tne  one  be- 
fore you,  weighing  only  two  pounds  and 
one  ounce  -avoirdupois ;  and  a  pupil  of 
mine,  recently  returned  from  France,  tells 


I.  The  inttrument  closed. 
2>  A  partial  front  view  of  one  bladei  to  abeir 
the  curve  and  peg  by  whivb  U  ii»  locked. 
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me  that  Madame  La  Cbapelle  (the  niece  of  for  I  am  informed  bT  a  respectable  sur- 
the  celebrated  authoress  on  midwifery  of  gical  instrument  maker  in  this  town, 
the  same  name),  who  is  now  giving  pahlic  .  that  he  has  made  many  pairs  according  to 
lectures  in  this  branch  of  science  to  the  Assalini's  pattern,  for  Dr.  Gooch;  and  fur- 
pupils  of  that  city,  uses  one  of  still  cur-  nished  also  many  others  to  different  prae- 
taiicd  proportions,  though  of  exactly  similar  titioaers,  both  in  London  and  the  country, 
form.  The  joint  is  on  a  rerj  different  on  his  recommendation.  Althongh  Assa- 
construction  from  ours ;  and,  without  pre-  lini  is  generally  supposed  to  be  the  origi. 
judice,  I  think  we  may  affirm  it  is  much  nal  inyentor  of  this  yariety,  an  instrument 
more  clumsy.  It  consists  of  a  pi?ot  and  similar  in  principle  was  suggested  at  the 
mortise  lock,  loosely  fitted,  and  not  diffi*  commencement  of  the  last  century,  by  a 
cult  to  adjust.  The  handles  are  entirely  Frenchman  named  Lc  Doux,  as  we  read 
stael^— «  continuation,  indeed,  of  the  ma-  in  Mulder's  history.  We  there  also  find  his 
terial  of  the  blade  itaeif,-— and  bluntly  forceps  delineated ;  they  consist  of  two  se- 
hooked  outwards  at  their  extremities,  parate  blades,  tiie  extremitiet  of  the  handles 
With  such  an  instrument  in  use,  we  can-  of  which  are  tied  together  by  a  tape,  which 
not  wonder  at  the  neoeasity  of  the  many  would  render  the  whole  instrument  a  lever 
cautions  we  meet  with  in  the  French  works  of  the  third  kind,  and  to  all  intents  and 
to  prevent  their  tZipptW.  We  can  only  feel  purposes  in  action  assimilate  it  to  As- 
Burprise  that  any  child  could  be  extracted  salini's. 

alive  through  a  pelvis  under  the  oompres-    ___^..^__ 

sion  which  its  head  must  necessarily  suf*  -—-— —-■^— —-----— ————— 

fcr,  if  the  forceps  retained  their  hold.  MEDICINAL  EFFICACY  OF  SAR- 

Forcepi  a  lever  of  the  Jirtt  kind.'— It  must  q  APAnrr  t  a 

be]  evident  to  you  all,  that  when  the  two  g>ArAii,it.L.A. 

blades  are  adapted  to  each  other,  so  that  a  ^   .     .-^  . 

compact  instrument  is  formed,  it  becomes  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medteal'  Gazette. 

a  lever  of  the  first  kind— the  resistance  be-  ^^^ 

^"tf^X'^trKiI^rar^^^^^^^  l^  3^-  ^  f^  ^-^jowinp  communica. 

you  Jbserve  also,  that  this  fulcrum  is  situ-  *'«>*  ^''^l «[  in^f  rtion  m  jour  valu- 

ated  at  the  joint  j  that  it  is  fixed,  and  its  ^^^^  journal,  be  pleased  to  insert  it  at 

seat  cannot  be  altered;  and  that,  in  the  J^^^^  earliest  convenience. — I  am,  sir, 

action  of  the  instrument,  one  blade  so  com-  Your  obedient  servant, 

pletely  antagonises  the  other,  as  to  leave  Isaac  Lyon,  M.R.C.S.L. 

but  a  slight  probability  of  the  mother's  Hull,  May  12,  1834. 

structures  being  seriously  compressed,  pro-  •  i     ^     ,.    » 

vided  it  be  used  with  caution  and  tender-  In  the  number  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 

ness.    There  is  but  one  modem  of  repute  published  on  the  12th  April  last,  I  ob- 

who  has  altered  the  situation  of  the  ful-  served,  in  a  paper  by  R.  Williams,  M.D., 

crum;— I  allude  to  Assalini,  so  well  known  entitled,  "  On  the  Laws  and  Treatment 


21f°l!?-i?P¥i"  ^"  a^^PP^.  to  improve  ^^^1,    ^Aer  a  long  series  of  experiments 

the  obstatncal  forceps :  his  fulcrum  is  at  *«  j  Jow«;„^  fi,^  <>.« ««».«.  «>»»5w»*;^.  ^ 

the  extremity  of  the  handles,  so  that  a  ^  determmc  the  sanatory  properto^  of 

lever  of  the  third  species  is  formed,- the  «»"»?»"»*«  *»  diseases,  I  have  been 

resistance  being  at  one  end,  the  fulcrum  at  driven  to  the  conclusion  that  its  only 

the  other,  and  the  moving  power  in  the  valuable  medieinal  effects  are  those  of 

centre.    Every  body  acquainted  with  the  healing  ulcerated   periosteal  nodes."— 

rudiments  of  mechanics  must  be  aware  Now,  M^ith  the  conclusion  to  vrhicfa  the 

that  much  power  is  lost  by  Uiis  contri-  doctor  has  arrived  I  can  bj  no  means 

vaaoe :  this  objection,  however,  would  be  agree ;  and  I  shall  state  the  reasons 

but  trivial ;  for  with  the  common  forceps  upon  which  I  ground  my  dissent    I 

we  possess  much  more  power  than  we  can  think  that  my  opinions  may  be  of  some 

genmlly  dare  to  use.    A  greater  objection  y^^^  ^n   this  subject,  when   I  state, 

would  be  the  diance  of  making  injunous  ^^^  j  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  S>mpouud  decoc 

pressure  on   the  maternal  structures,  in  ^.  „  «r.«-..««^ii«  ««♦  «,.i«  «.«o*  ^^*^^ 

working  the  instrument ;  and  this  has  de-  M**",®*^ sarsapanlla  not  only  most  exteiK 

teired  me  from  making  a  trial  of  them.  "^^^^  m  my  private  pracUce,  and  that 

That  they  must  possess  some  good  points,  W  «*P«™ncc  runs  tfirough  a  period  of 

however,  is  evident  from  the  fact  of  the  »>»«  J^\  "*"*  ^^^^  ^  ^^  e^Vr*^  ^" 

late  Dr.  Oooch  (a  name  not  to  be  slightly  gaffed  for  three  years  and  a  half  aa  one 

spoken),  using  and  recommending  them:  of  the  surgeons  to  the  dispensary  of  tUa 
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town,  IV here  I  bad  extensive  opportunities  In  nocturnal  pains  in  the  bones  I 
of  testing;  tbis  subject.  My  experience  bave  never  met  with  a  case  which  has 
I  shall  briefly  state  under  the  following,  resisted  its  use;  and  the  same  I  can  say 
beads : — The  effects  of  the  compound  with  respect  to  cases  of  debility  arising^ 
decoction  of  sarsaparilla  (as  that  is  the  from  the  excessive  use  of  mercury.  In 
only  form  I  consider  of  any  use)  in  support  of  the  last  statement  I  shall  re- 
ulcers  arising  from  buboes,  in  ulcerated  late  the  foUowingc  case,  which  occurred 
throats*,  in  nocturnal  pains,  and  in  de-  to  me  nine  years  ago,  and  which  first 
bility  arising  from  the  use  of  mercury  gave  me  an  insight  into  the  value  of 
in  the  treatment  of  venereal  disease.  I  Uiis  inestimable  medicine,  and  for  the 
have  never  met  with  any  cases  of  ulce-  use  of  which  I  feel  indebted  to  my  firiend, 
rated  sores  which  have  not  been  healed  Mr.  Higson,  bouse-surgeon  of  the  Ge- 
by  its  means,  with  the  exception  of  one  neral  Infirmary  of  tbis  town,  and  who 
case,  which  continued  fourteen  months,  holds  this  medicine  in  the  same  estima- 
resisting  mercuiy,  sarsaparilla,  and  nu-  tion  as  myself. 

merous  other  remedies,  but  which  healed  S.  £.,  a  widow,  set.  35,  had  different 
at  last,  I  do  not  know  from  what  means,  forms  of  syphilitic  complaints,  for  which 
In  ulcerated  throats,  I  have  never  met  niercury  was  used  very  extensively,  both 
with  a  case  which  resisted  its  action ;  internally  and  externally.  When  she 
indeed,  if  I  were  to  point  out  any  form  presentea  herself  to  me  she  was  in  the 
of  venereal  disease  in  which  the  sarsa-  following  condition.  She  has  lost  the 
parilla  has  more  effect  than  in  any  other,  whole  of  the  teeth  of  the  upper-jaw, 
1  should  select  this.  Out  of  a  number  fifteen  of  which  she  shewed  me  m  a 
of  cases  which  I  have  treated,  I  shall  box ;  she  had  lost  the  nasal  bones ; 
only  relate  one,  which  has  occurred  there  was  an  opening  from  the  mouth 
lately,  and  which  I  consider  a  most  into  the  nose,  and  the  right  antrum  was 
marked  case  of  its  eood  effects.  exposed,  so  that  from  being  one  of  the 
A.  B.,  set.  40,  bad  sores  on  the  penis  handsomest-looking  women  in  the  town, 
and  prepuce  eight  months  ago,  which  she  became  one  of  Uie  most  disagreeable, 
healed  under  the  use  of  mercury,  applied  By  the  use  of  sarsaparilla  she  became 
externally  and  internally.  The  mer-  restored  to  health,  and  has  since  mar- 
cury  was  given  so  as  slightly  to  affect  ried,  but  has  had  no  more  children ; 
the  mouth.  A  month  afUr  the  healing  having,  by  her  former  hnsbaud,  had  one. 
of  the  sores,  an  ulceration  broke  out  in  The  manner  iu  which  I  use  the  decoc- 
the  throat,  affecting  the  uvula,  lefl  ton-  tion,  is  to  give  half  a  pint  a  day  for  the 
sil,  and  back  part  of  the  pharynx,  near  first  two  days,  in  three  doses  a  day ;  the 
the  right  tonsil.  I  thought  this  a  fair  next  two  days,  12  oz.  a  day,  so  as  to 
case  for  trying  the  effects  of  iodine,  accustom  the  stomach  to  its  use,  and  not 
not  being  aware  at  the  time  that  nauseate  it ;  and  afterwards  a  pint  a  day. 
Mr.  Mayo  had  previously  recommended  This  quantity  I  continue  from  five  to  six 
the  liycfriodate  of  potash  for  the  same  weeks.  I  make  the  decoction  afler  the 
complaint.  I  gave  it  internally,  and  formula  of  the  London  College,  taking 
also  applied  it  as  a  gargle,  and  conti-  special  care  to  have  the  sarsaparilla 
nued  this  treatment  for  two  months,  with  well  bruised  and  macerated.  I  think 
little  amendment,  when  suddenly  the  the  discrepancy  of  opinion,  ii^ith  respect 
uvula  was  attacked  with  mortification,  to  the  value  or  this  medicine,  may  partly 
.and  sloughed  ofiT  in  two  days.  I  now  be  accounted  for  by  sufficient  attention 
considers  it  high  time  to  maKc  a  change  frequently  not  being  applied  in  its  pre- 
in  the  treatment,  and  began  with  the  paration.  One  effect  or  the  compound 
compound  decoction ;  and  in  less  than  decoction  I  have  invariably  found ; 
four  weeks  all  the  ulcerations  were  per-  which  is,  that  the  patient  gains  flesh 
fectly  healed.  I  have  seen  this  patient  during  its  use.  Whilst  stating  my 
a  few  days  ago,  and  bis  throat  continues  opinions  with  respect  to  this  medicine, 
well.  Inde^,  I  may  say  that  I  have  I  may  mention  my  experience  with  re- 
liever seen  a  sin^^le  case  of  a  recurrence  spcct  to  dulcamara.  I  have  tried  it 
of  these  ulcerations,  when  sarsaparilla  most  extensively  in  the  plan  of  sarsa- 
has  been  used.  So  far  as  a  single  case  narilla  iu  the  compound  decoction,  but 
goes,  it  agrees  with  Dr.  Williams's  re-  Lave  rarely  found  it  answer,  peroaps 
marks  on  the  uselessness  of  iodine  in  not  more  than  once  iu  twenty  cases, 
ulcerated  throats.                                                                    
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FUNCTIONS  OF  THE  FIFTH  FAIR        Is  the  portio  dura  a  nerve  both  of  res- 

OF  NERVES— QUERIES.  piratorjr  and  Toluntoiy  motion:  if  so, 

how  does  this  agree  with  Sir  Charles's 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  ^^P^^^}^?  nervous  system  ? 

If  the  fiiln  has  no  influence  over  the 

S<*>  muscles  of  the  face,  how  did  it  happen, 

It  is  not  without  some  reluctance  that  in  the  experiment  of  dividing  the  supe- 

I  agfain  obtrude  myself  on  the  notice  of  rior  maxulary  branch  on  one  side,  that 

youn readers;  but  as  the  letter  of  Mr.  the  lip  was  (nagged  to  the  other  side; 

Alexander  Shaw,  in  vour  journal  of  the  ftnd  tnat  when  the  same  branch  on  the 

3d  inst.,  seems  to  call  for  a  few  remarks,  opposite  side  was  also  divided,  the  lips 

perhaps  you  wUl  permit  me  once  more  were  paralysed,  so  that  the  animal  was 

to  occupy  a  portion  of  your  space.  unable  to  elevate  or  project  them  ? 

One  of  the  principal  objects  I  have  If  the  fifth  has  noUiing  to  do  with  the 
had  in  view  has  been  the  carrying  out,  motions  of  the  eyelids  and  iris,  how  does 
in  its  full  extent,  the  principle  so  ably  it  happen  that  injury  to  this  nerve  para- 
advocated  by  Sir  C.  Bell — ^viz.  that  the  lyses  the  orbicular  muscle  of  both  ? 
fifth  is  a  nerve  of  motion  as  well  as  of  Is  deformity  a  necessary  result  of  loss 
sensation.  In  so  doing,  I  have  referred  of  voluntary  motion  of  the  muscles  of 
to  various  authorities,  but  more  particu-  the  forehead,  any  more  than  of  a  simi- 
larly to  Sir  Charles  himself.  I  have  lar  condition  of  the  muscles  of  the  jaw  ? 
examined  the  experiments  which  he  has  Does  not  the  following  passage  in 
detailed,  and  have  stated  my  views  of  Sir  C.  BelPs  work  imply  the  existence 
their  results.  Having  done  this,  as  I  of  a  nervous  influence  independent  of 
conceive,  fairly,  and  without  any  undue  the  portio  dura  ;  and  is  not  that  other 
desire  of  straining  facts  to  suit  my  own  influence  to  be  attributed  to  the  fifth  ? 
purposes,  it  would  have  been  more  satis-  '*  All  such  aflTections  of  the  respiratory 
factory  if  Mr.  Shaw  had  explained  the  nerve  will  now  be  more  easily  detected ; 
fallacy  of  my  deductions,  instead  of  sim-  the  patient  hat  a  conanand  over  the 
ply  repeating  Sir  Charles's  opinions,  musdee  of  the  face;  he  can  close  the 
With  a  view  of  bringing  Mr.  Snaw  at  lips^  and  thefeaturet  are  dulf  balanced  ; 
once  to  the  point,  I  sballtake  the  liberty  but  the  slightest  smile  is  immediately 
of  putting  to  him  the  following  ques-  attended  with  distortion  ;  and  in  laugh- 
tions ;  and  if  he  will  have  the  kindness  in^  and  crying  the  paralysis  becomes 
to  confine  himself  to  them,  I  think  the  quite  distinct.  " 

matter  may  be  soon  disposed  of,  because        Do  not  the  following  words  of  Mr. 

on  the  manner  in  which  they  are  answer-  John   Shaw  imply    the    same  ?    "  On 

cd  depends  the  troth  or  error  of  my  noticing    the    action  of   the  muscles, 

views.  which  I  did  while  the  lady  was  sitting 

If  the  fifth  have  no  influence  over  the  at  luncheon,  I  observed  that  no  action 

muscles  of  the  face  and  forehead,  why  wa$  deficient  while  she  was  eating^  but 

is  every  one  of  those  muscles  supplied  that  there  was  distinct  paralysis  whela 

with  branches  of  this  nerve  P  she  smiled   or  laughed*.'*     Will    Mr. 

Do  the  muscles — e.  g.  those  of  the  Alexander  Shaw  deny  that  his  talented 

eyeball,  or  the  muscles  generally— re-  brother  referred  the  action  here  noticed 

ceive  nerves  for  any  other  purpose  than  in  eating  to  the  fifth  P    If  so,  how  will 

that  of  bestowing  upon  them  the  power  he  g^et  over  the  following  remarks  on  a 

of  motion  P  similar  case   related    elsewhere  .^'—"  If 

Is  not  Sir  C.  Bell's  theory  of  the  res-  told  to  laugh  with  the  right  side,  she 

piratory  system  as  follows,  viz.-^that  raises  the  an^le  of  the  mouth,  but  by 

the  muscles  of  respiration  have  a  set  of  an  action  which  is  evidently  regulated 

nerves  for  their  respiratory  motions,  and  by  the  fifth." 

another  set  for  their  voluntary  motions ;        These  are  the  points,  then,  on  which 

and  do  not  the  portio  dura  and  the  fifth  I  wish  to  be  set  right ;  and  I  think  no 

answer  to  this  theory  as  regards  the  one  can  justly  tell  me  that  there  is  no 

muscles  of  the  face  P  foundation  for  my  views  until  be  has 

Are  not  the  muscles  of  the  cheeks  and  replied  to  these  queries.  Here  is  ample 
lips  used  in  mastication,  as  well  as  those  scope  for  Mr.  Shaw's  exertions  ;  ana  I 
or  the  jaw  ;  and  do  the  former  acquire  do  not  know  that  his  talents  can  be  bet- 
that  action  through  the  influence  ot  the  — — 

portio  dura  ?  *  MaAual  of  Aaatoinj,  1821,  page  390. 
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ter  employed  than  in  elucidating^  an  ob-  attention  for  me  farther  to  enlarge  on 
scure,  complicated,  and  very  important  them :  but  it  may  be  reasonably  re- 
question,  quired  from  the  advocates  of  these  prin- 

It  has  not  escaped  my  notice  that  ex-  ciples  that  they  adduce,  from  time  to 

periments  have  oeen  made  upon  the  time,  the  results  of  the  system  in  actual 

roots  of  the  spinal  nerves  which  go  to  operation,   in  order  to  show    that  the 

prove  that  the  different  roots  give  off  conclusions  of  reason  receive  the  i^nc- 

nerves  possessing  different  properties  ;  tion  of  experience.    Influenced  by  such 

but  is  it  quite  certain  that    the    union  considerations,  I  took  the  liberty,  in 

which  takes  place  afterwards  may  not  May  last,  of  publishing  in  the  Gazette 

have  the  effect  of  commingling  those  a  statement  of  the  origfin  and  successful 

properties,  and  thus  rendering  the  vari-  progress  of  the  Coventry  Dispensary ; 

ous  branches  compound  nerves  ?    That  and  as  the  lapse  of  another  year  has  af- 

the  fifth  nerve  resemblesgenerallythespi-  forded  additional  confirmation  of  the 

nal  nerve  is  a  point  which  seems  clearly  correctness,  and  efficiency  of  the  arrange- 

GStablished.  ments  we  have  adopted,  I  beg  leave  to 

At  present,  my  impression  is^  that  occupy  a  short  space  in  the  Gazette 

where  a  branch  of  the  nfth  is  distributed  with  such  further  particulars  as  the  third 

to  a  muscle,  it  b  for  the  purpose  of  en-  Annual  Report  of  our  institution  enables 

dowing  it  with  voluntary  motion,  and  me  to  supply. 

by  anfiogy  of  structure  and  actions  I  The  Coventry  Self-supporting   Dis- 

have  extended  the  same  view  to  the  iris ;  pensary,  as  your  readers  may  recollect, 

and  that  where  a  branch  of  the  same  is  unencumbered  by  a  pauper  or  charity 

nerve  is  distributed  to  a  sentient  part,  class  of  patients  :  it  is  confined  to  the 

such  as  the  skin,  conjunctiva,  &c.  it  is  "  ftee  members, "  or  weekly  contributors 

a  nerve  of  sensation  :  I  also  consider  to  its  funds,  and  the  number  of  these  is 

that  the  portio  dura  presides  over  the  limited  to  2500.    In  the  course  of  the 

involuntanr  or  respiratory  motions  of  the  jear  terminating  on    the  25th   March 

muscles  of  the  face.    In  all  these  views  last,  1668  patients  were  treated  by  the 

I  adhere  to  the  principles  laid  down  by  Surgeons  of  the  Institution,  and  of  these 

Sir  C.  Bell  in  his  theory  of  the  nervous  615  had  been  attended  at   their  own 

sjj'stem  :  it  is  true  I  have  differed  from  homes.    The  Surgeons'  Report  of  the 

him  in  some  of  the  details.    I  had  the  cases  is  as  follows  : 

advantageoflistening  to  his  deeply  in-  Cured 1442 

tercsting  explanation   of   that   theory  Relieved  ....      44 

when  it  was  as  yet  in  its  infancy,  and  Dead 20 

I  have  since  perused  most  of  his  pro.  Under  treatment     -    liO 

ductions  on  that  point.    If  I  have  come  Midwifery  cases     .      52 

to  unfounded  conclusions,  it  will  give  

me  much  pleasure  to  be  set  right,  but  it  iqq^ 

can  only  be  done  by  showing  me  that        n,wfn«»  fi.^  ««•*  ♦».«  c, /  l 

thoae  /nclusion,  .^  unfounLl.  ..g"^  Sffi'n  t v'eTgeli   coT- 

T^Mi.  w^A.v.B  "***  occasion  to  perform  various  impor- 

If     K   .     »^    «*w  ,!«.  tant  operations ;  among  which  may  be 

M ancfaetter.  If.,  6th.  I8M.  named  amputation  of  the  thigh ;  two  ope- 

rations  for  strangulated  hernia ;  one  for 

«.f.^i;fp^p'nlr^^^  ibrrSio;ai:f%7^^^^^ 

SELF-SUPPORTING  DISPENSARY.  From  tiie  opening  of  Uie  Dispensaiy, 

5610  cases  have  been  treated,  of  which 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette*  number  69  have  died :  and  it  deserves 

«  to  be  remarked,  that  of  the  69  deaths, 

T         •     -1            L.  I.  o  ir             .  ^,^CTe  from  tubercular  phtiiisis,  which 

The  principles  on  which  Self-supporting  reduces  the  ratio  of  mortality  from  other 

Dispensaries  are  founded  have  been  so  diseases  very  low.    In  their  report  the 

lummously  and  incontrovertibly  stated  surjg^ns  attribute  this  low  rate  of  mor- 

and  defended  in  the  Gazette,-— in  the  talitj  in  a  great  degree  to  one  of  the 

writings  of  Dr8.Storer  and  Calvert,— and  disUnguishing  excellencies  of  the  insti- 

m  other  publications,— that  it  would  be  tution,— namely,  the  facilities  it  affords 

a  supcrOiious  occupation  of  the  reader's  for  the  treatment  of  diwasos  immediate. 
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Iv  on  their  invasion,  in  copaequonce  of  disbursements  for  tbe  last  year  (inclu- 
the  unrestricted  privilege  of  application  din(i|f  20/.  the  first  hdf-years  salary  to 
enjoyed  by  the  members.  the  dispense]^,  amounted  to  1 16/.  1 4s  ; 
The  weekly  payments   of   the    free  leaving  a  balance  to  be  carried  on  to  the 
members  have  this  year  amounted  to  following  year  of  137/.  9s.  7d,    Of  this 
400/.  12f.  which  has  been  disbursed  as  balance,  100/.  has  been  laid  out  in  3| 
foUows :— >  per  cent  stock,  and  will  in  future  there- 
in.    .  fore  be  productive.     By  deducting  20/., 
Paid  for  drugs    -    -    -    .  112  12  **»«  half-year's  salary  of  the  dispenser. 
Do.  half-year's  salary  to  the  ^™  ^  1^^'-  1^*  ^^  fixture  annual 
dispenser    -    -    ...    20    0  charge  of  our  larffe  institution,  on  the 
Do.  to  the  surgeons  (Messrs.  chanty  of  the  wealtbier  classes,  will  be 
.  Nankivell  and  Bicknell)  268    0  shown.    It  would  be  possible,  I  believe, 

....^.^  by  increasing  the   admission  of  Free 

400  12  Members  to  make  our  Dispensary  en- 

-  tirely  Self-supporting,  but  in  my  com. 

munication  to  the  Gazette  last  year  (vol. 

The  payment  of  the  dispenser  out  of  zii.  p.  428,)  I  stated  some  reasons  in  fa. 

this  fund  has  now  been  made  for  the  vour  of  an  honorary  subscription,  which, 

first  time.    The  editorial  article  in  ihe  if  not  decisive,  are  at  least  entitled  to 

Gazette  for  Jul^  27, 1833,  speaking  of  serious  consideration. 

these  dispensaries,  says^-'^Self'^upport.  Since  our  third  annual  meeting,  Mr. 

ing  they  were  intended  to  be,  and  such  Yeatman,  of  Frome,  Somersetshife,  has 

it  ought  to  be  the  great  aim  to  render  politely  transmitted  to  the  officers  of  the 

them,  whether  they  be  for  the  present  Dispensary  a  small  pamphlet  recently 

aided  by  honorary  subscriptions  or  not :  published  by  him  on  the  medical  care  of 

ultimately,  let  it  be  hoped    that    the  the  parochial  sick  poor,  with  animadver- 

'*  free  members"  will  be  able  to  disburse  sions  on  Self-supporting  Dispensaries. 

all  the  expenses,  and  thus  realize  the  I  have  read  the  pamphlet  with  consider- 

expectations  of  all  who  patronized  the  able  interest,  and  am  hapny  to  bear  tes. 

plan  from^  the  commencement."    Acting  timony  to  the  sound  consideration  which 

in  the  spirit  of  this  opinion, "  the  sur-  Mr.  V.  has  bestowed  on  the  former  of 

Seoiis  ^1  quote  the  words  of   our  third  the  two  subjects  discussed  by  him.     I 

.nnual  Report)  desirous,   that,  as  re-  agree  with  him  in  thinking  that  the 

Sirds  the  purely  medical  department,  system  of  contracting  for  the  medical 

e  Disnensary  should  be  as  far  as  pos.  care  of  paupers,  cannot,  in  the  existing 

sible  Self-supporting,  have,  in  the  most  state  of  pauperism,  be  got  rid  of;  and  I 

liberal  manner,  suggested  that  the  dis.  believe  bis  suggestions  for  the  correction 

penser's  salary   of  40/.  (which  by  the  of  the  prevailing  abuses  of  that  system 

third  general  Tule  was  chargeable  on  to  be  practicable ;  that  they  would  proye 

the  honorary  fund)  be  in  future  paid  out  satisfactory  to  the  community  and  the 

of  the  free  members'  fund."  Few  persons  profession,  and  are  of  a  nature  to  deserve 

will  bereafler  dispute  the  right  of  the  the  sanction  of  the   legislature.    Mr. 

Coventry  Dispensary  to  the  title  of  Self-  Yeatman  lays  it  down  as  a  principle, 

supporting.  that  **  the  moderate  pay  ffiven  to  medi. 

The  honorary  fund  (including  the  ba-  cal  men  by  country  clubs, "  would  be 

lance  remaining  from    the    preceding  deemed  a  fair  remuneration  for  the  at- 

year)    amounted    on    March    25th    to  tendance  on  sick  paupers;  nor  can  there 

254A  5$,  7d.   It  should  be  understood  be  a  doubt  that  it  would.    And  as  his 

that  this  fund  is  derived  from  the  dona,  great  object  appears  to    obviate    that 

tions  and  subscriptions  of  the  wealthier  competition  among  medical  men  which 

classes,  who  of  course  receive  no  assis*  has  led  to  the  disgraceful  terms  on  which 

tance  from  the  dispensary ;  and  that  it  parishes  have  for  a  long  time  past  been 

is  applied  to  the  payment  of  rent,  &c. ;  "  farmed,"  he  proposes  that  the  resident 

of  pnntinff  and  stationerjr ;  of  the  sala.  Surgeons  should  attend,  or  at  least  be 

ry  of  the  clerk  (who  receives  the  weekly  eligible  to  attend,  in  rotation, 

payments  of  the    free   members,   and  In  the  prosecution  of  these  views,  Mr. 

Keeps  their  accounts) ;  and  (up  to  the  Yeatman  nas  constructed  a  table,  accord, 

middle  of  the  last  year)  to  the  payment  ing  to  which  the  rate  of  charge  for  at- 

also  of  the  salary  of  the  dispenser.    The  teudauce  on  paupers  falls  with  the  in. 
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crease  of  the  number  of  paupers  ^not  of  unattempted  ia  such  institutions;  9dly, 

/7(»^</aft(m,  for  that  would  be  a  fallacious  by  xecoj^izing  the  principle  of  remu- 

criterion.    Tbe  table  appears  to  me  un-  neration  to  the  medical  attendant ;  and, 

exceptionable ;  and  as  it  cannot  be  an-  3dly,     by    establjshins'    an    effectual 

ticipated  that  medical  men  will  ?olunta-  check  on  that  lavish  administration  of 

rily  abide  by  it— >that  is,  as  competition  medical  chari^,  the  evils  of  which,  as 

will  inevitably  arise  among  them,  and  respects  both  the  community  and   the 

thus  reduce  the  ratio  of  remuneration  profession,    have    been    strongly    per- 

below  the  estimate  of  Mr.  Yeatman,  ceived    by  many  impartial  and  intel- 

which  is  at  once  moderate  and  reason-  ligent  persons. 

able — it  is  a  fit  subject  for  le^lative  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  concede  to 
interference,  so  as  to  render  it  impera-  Mr.  Yeatman,  that  Self-supporting  Dis- 
tive  on  parishes  not  to  contract  for  medi-  pensaries  cannot  supersede  contracts  for 
cal  attendance  on  terms  lower  than  those  medical  attendance  on  paupers — at  pre- 
iudicated  by  the  table  in  c|uestion.  But  sent  at  least ;  and  I  douot,  with  Dr. 
the  system  of  attendance  in  rotation,  of  Calvert  and  himself,  the  expediency  of 
the  sur^ons  residing  in  the  same  town  mixing  up  paupers  and  chanty  patients 
or  district,  is  no  less  indispensable  than  with  a  class  of  weekly  contributors  or 
fixing  a  minimum  rate  of  charge,  other-  finee  members.  For  the  former,  Mr. 
wise  the  injurious  effects  of  monopoly  Yeatman  has  suggested  an  unexception- 
must  be  expected.  The  subject  will  able  mode  of  supplying  medical  attend- 
duubtless  attract  the  attention  of  the  ance :  the  chanty  class  it  is  desirable 
parliamentary  committee  on  medical  altogether  to  abolish;  and  the  rate  of 
affairs.  contribution  in  Self-supporting  Dispen- 
Someof  the  strictures  of  Mr.  Yeatman  saries  is  sufficiently  low  effectually  to 
onSelf-supportingDispensariesaremani-  attain  that  object,  if  it  be  the  will  of  the 
festly  founoed  on  garbled  statements  and  medical  men  to  accomplish  it. 
)>:irtial  evidence ;  and  I  cannot  permit  Mr.  Yeatman  objects  that  there  is  too 
myself  to  doubt,  from  the  candour  dis-  much  machinery  m  these  institutions  ; 
played  in  his  pamphlet,  that  on  farther  he  describes  them,  also,  as  being  ever  in 
information  his  opinions  will  be  conside-  a  state  of  insolvency,  and  says,  that  the 
rubly  modified.  Mr.  Y.  commences  his  sums  received  by  the  attending  surgeons 
observations  by  rather  warmly  object-  are  trifling,  and  unworthy  their  atten- 
iug  to  the  title  of  Self-supporting.  He  tion.  As  tbe  Coventry  dispensary  has 
speaksof  it  as  a'*  delusion  *' — an^'offen.  been  conducted  on  a  larger  scale,  and 
sive  cognomen,"  which  is  '^  neither  just  probably  with  equal  or  greater  success 
nor  honest  "—terms  manifestly  stronger  than  elsewhere,  tbe  machinery  we  have 
than  the  occasion  calls  for.  Now  whe-  employed  may  very  properly  be  brought 
ther  we  desi^ate  them  Dispensary  As-  forward  in  refutation  or  Mr.  Yeatman's 
sociations,  with  Dr.  Calvert;  Union  Dis-  objections.  That  machinery  is  simple, 
pensaries,  with  Mr.  Yeatman ;  or  Self-  not  complicated.  The  clerk,  who  is 
supporting,  with  Mr.  Smith  —  thougli  also  the  dispenser,  receives  the  weekly 
perhaps  not  ^uite  a  trivial  matter— is  contributions  of  tbe  members,  which  are 
not  of  vital  importance.  But  as  the  brought  to  him  at  tbe  dispensary ;  he 
larger  proportion  of  the  funds  is  every  keeps  the  account  of  these  payments, 
where  derived  from  the  **  free  members,"  which  are  deposited  in  the  bank.  The 
that  is  the  novel  element,  the  charac-  banking-book  is  in  charge  of  the  hono- 
teristic  peculiarity  of  the  system  ;  and  rary  secretaiy,  who  also  keeps  the  gene- 
it  is  as  well  so  to  denominate  the  insti-  ral  accounts  of  the  dispensary,  which 
tution,  that  its  peculiar  and  prominent  accounts  occupy  annually  but  a  small 
distinction  be  brought  clearly  into  view,  space  in  the  minute-book.  The  minutes 
In  some  places — Lynn,  for  instance—  of  the  committee  meetings  are  made  by 
the  dispensary  is  entirely  self-support-  the  honorary  secretary.  A  sub-com- 
ing ;  m  Coventry,  as  regards  all  the  mittee  meets  monthly;  the  general  com- 
niedical  expenses,  it  is  equally  so.  mittee  quarterly ;  the  governors  annu- 
These  dispensaries,  however,  involve  ally.  The  committee  meetings  occupy 
something  more  important  than  a  mere  but  a  short  time.  I  believe  there  is  no 
name ;  they  are  a  positive  advance  in  more  trouble  in  conducting  our  institn- 
the  path  of  improvement— 1st,  by  de-  tion  than  tliere  would  be  in  a  charitable 
veloping  a  source  of  revenue  hitherto  dispensary  of  equal  extent. 
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It  is  quite  unnecessary  A  occupy  the  ANALYSES  and  NOTTCESop  BOOKS. 

reader  with  any  statements  respecting  

the  solvency  of  our  dispensary,  in  addi-  .,,.,,          .     ^   ..                  ,  ,    . 

tion  to  thoiie  which  havVbeen  made  con-  "  ^'-^"''Jj;;  SU^J^^lV^^'uuVnJ^'^^'''  *• 

ceminjBf  the  honorary  fund,  in  an  earlier  

part  of  this  letter.    Last  year  there  was  .  ,,  .            ,  -,.         ^ 

a  surplus  income ;  in  future  the  charges  Egypt  and  Mohammed  Ah ;  or  Traveis 

on  it  will  be  diminished.  •«  '^  Valleif  of  the  Nile.    By  James 

As  regards  the  receipts  of  the  medical  Auo  wsxus  St.  John.    2  vols.    Long- 
men,  iiMr.  Yeatman  had  Uken  the  man  and  Co. 

trouble  to  refer  to  the  Gazette  for  Sen.  Passing  over,  for  obvious  reasons,  the 
tember  1832  (vol.  x.  p.  SOS),  he  would  learned  disquisitions  on  the  antiquities, 
have  found,  in  an  able  editorial  article  the  eloquent  descriptions  of  the  scenery, 
on  Self-supporting  Dispensaries,  a  state-  the  curious  information  as  to  the  politi- 
ment  of  the  receipts  of  the  surgeons  of  cal  and  social  condition  of  the  people, 
the  Coventry  Dispensary,  which  would  and  the  estimate  and  illustrations  of  the 
have  refuted  his  opinions ;  and  before  character  and  views  of  the  present  de- 
publicly  advancing  censures,  it  is  but  spotic,  yet  rudely  enlightened,  ruler 
just  that  a  writer  should  candidly  exa-  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  with  which  these 
mine  all  the  available  evidence  on  what  interesting  volumes  abound,  we  shall 
he  condemns.  In  May  last,  a  commu-  proceed  to  lay  before  our  readers  a  few 
nication  from  myself  in  this  publication  extracts  which  we  have  noted  here  and 
(vol.  xii.  p.  426),  shewed  that  the  two  there,  relative  to  medical  matters — the 
surgeons  of  our  dispensary  divided  hospitals,  the  schools,  and  the  ap|)aratus 
263/. ;  and  in  the  present  year  they  have  generally,  which  have  been  set  up  in 
received  still  more,  notwithstanding  Uiat  country  for  the  cultivation  and  dif- 
they  hare  made  a  sacrifice  in  order  to  fusion  of  the  healing  art. 
render  the  institution,  with  respect  to  Whatever  institutions  our  friend  Clot 
the  medical  expenses,  entirely  self-sup-  Bey,  and  his  fellow-labourers,  may  have 
porting.  Had  this  money  been  divided  founded  for  the  medical  instruction  of 
oetween  six  or  eight  surgeons,  it  would  their  adopted  countrymen,  the  beneficial 
have  been  less  worthy  their  attention,  effectsof  these  seem,  from  the  following 
of  course ;  and  it  is  for  that  reason  that  appalling  account  of  the  state  of  the 
it  appears  to  me  better  to  limit  the  num-  madhouses  at  Cairo,  not  yet  at  least  to 
ber  of  surgeons  to  these  institutions,  so  have  been  extended  to  the  insane ;  but 
that  the  receipts  may  be  of  such  amount  this  is  as  it  has  always  been.  It  would 
individually,  as  to  merit  consideration,  appear,  from  the  histoiy  of  madhouses 
I  fear  these  details  may  be  tedious ;  but  all  over  the  world,  that  a  iudicious  and 
Mr.  Yeatman  has  evinced  such  a  zea-  humane  system  of  managing  the  insane 
lous  and  considerate  interest  in  subjects  is  among  the  latest  fruits  of  civilization ; 
of  this  nature,  that  his  animadversions  the  loss  of  reason  having  been,  till  a 
are  entitled  to  deliberate  notice ;  and  I  very  recent  period,  in  all  countries, 
trust  what  has  been  now  stated  will  so  looked  upon  as  reducing  man  to  the 
modify  his  opinions,  as  to  induce  him  to  same  condition  as  the  animals  who  do 
oo-operate  in  the  establishment  of  Self-  not  possess  it,  and  consequently  war- 
supporting  Dispensaries — a  form  of  in-  ranting  the  madman's  being  treated  ex- 
stitution  which  will  hereafler  receive  the  actly  like  a  wild  and  dangerous  beast. 
cardial  sanction  of  the  moralist,  the  po-  "  From  the  convent,"  says  our  travel- 
litictan,  and  medical  practitioner.  ler,  "  we  proceeded   to  visit  the  mad- 

I  am,  sir,  house,  forming  one  of  the  wings  or  out- 

Your  obedient  servant,  buildings  of  a  spacious  mosque,  through 

R.  Arrowsmith,  M.D.  the  principal  entrance  to  which  we  were 

CoTcotry  May  I  1884.  conducteclinto  the  court  where  the  insane 

are  confined.     In  all  countries  a  lunatic 

P.S.— A  few  copies  of  the  Rules,  and  asylum  constitutes  a  fearful  spectacle. 

Third  Annual  Report  of  the  Coventry  shocking  to  the  feelings,  and  humiliat- 

Self-supporting   Dispensarv,  will  very  ing  to  the  pride  of  humanity.     But  no 

shortly  Im;  on  sale  at  the  house  of  Messrs.  where,  perhaps,  on  earth,  can  any  thing 

Longman  and  Co.  so  terrible,  so  disgusting,  be  witnessed  an 

•^^  the  madhouse  of  Cairo ;  where,  asmay  be 

certainly  inferred  from  the  ferocious  as- 
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pectof  the  keepers,  and  the  appearance  of  rolled  up  in  llis  blanket  and  mat,  lifted 
the  victims,  lacerated  and  covered  with  up  his  head  when  called  upon,  stared 
wounds,  scenes  of  cruelty  and  suffering  wildly  at  the  spectators,  ana  then,  eo- 
occurnotelsewhereexhibitedout  of  hell,  ▼ering'  himselt  again,  refused  to  come 
In  the  centre  of  the  court  is  a  square  forth.  Seated  b^  the  next  grating  was 
pool,  sometimes  dignified  with  the  name  a  youth  about  eighteen  years  old,  who, 
of  a  fountain  ;  but  which,  in  smell  and  having  been  forced  away  from  his  vil- 
appearance,  rather  resembles  a  cesspool,  lage,  and  carried  as  a  conscript  to  the 
or  a  portion  of  a  common-sewer.  The  army,  had  grown  mad  with  the  thoughts 
atmosphere,  impregnated  by  its  infernal  of  home ;  but  by  proper  treatment  might 
exhalations,  is  consequently  more  offen-  probably  have  recovered.  Beyond  wis 
siveand  corrupt  than  that  of  a  dissect-  young  man  was  a  lively  prating  Arab, 
ing  room  in  July ;  and  the  walls  and  who  related^  with  singular  fluency  the 
pavement  are  covered  with  a  green  ropy  history  of  his  imprisonment,  caused,  be 
matter  and  most  dismal  hue,  which  pre-  assured  us,  by  his  sister,  who,  having 
pares  the  mind  for  the  horrora  to  be  wit-  led  him  away  from  his  villege,  bad  at- 
nessed  in  Uie  cells*  In  the  face  of  the  terwards  entrapped  him  into  this  place, 
dingy  waU  sominiding  the  court,  are  To  him  succeeded  another  Arab,  wanton 
a  nomber  of  square  iron-gfrated  holes,  as  a  satyr,  equally  talkative,  and  equally 
which  would  appear  to  leiul  to  so  many  mad ;  but  it  is  impossible  to  describe 
old  neglected  dens  of  wild  beasts,  but  one  by  one  all  the  dwellers  in  the  pri* 
that  within  each,  closely  pressed,  per-  son-houses.  The  most  fearful  exam- 
haps,  against  the  rusty  gratines,  a  hu-  pie  of— 
man  toeing  is  beheld,  generally  stark-  ,  ^^^^  madnesi  i 
naked.  From  the  heavy  iron  collar  en-  AmrdttteTernt  woe/'  "' 
circling  his  neck,is  suspended  a  massive 

chain ;  which,  issuing  through  the  ffrat-  was  a  Cairean,  of  respectable  family,  co- 
ing,  and  running  like  a  festoon  along  vered  with  boils  and  scars,  gaunt,  ema- 
the wall  to  the  mouth  of  the  neij^bour-  ciated,  and  consumed  by  tliefever  which 
ing  den,  connects  him  with  his  next  had  destroyed  his  intellect  His  burn- 
companion  in  madness;  so  that  when  ing  eye>balls,  bloodshot,  and  ready  to 
one  retires  into  the  cell,  the  other,  at  the  start  from  their  sockets,  were  rolling 
opposite  end  of  the  chain,  is  necessarily  wildly  as  he  exhibited,  in  the  most 
dragged  forward  in  proportion."  shocking  manner,  the  loathsomeiibss  of 

Aftier  this  painful  general  description,  his  disorder.    Close  to  this  man  was  a 

the  author  next  gives  us  an  account  of  a  reliflrious  fanatic,  who,  discovering  us  to 

few  individual  cases.  be  Franks,  was  loud  in  those  terms  of 

*'  In  the  first  cell,  commencing  on  abuse  which  none  but  madmen  could 

the  right,  was  a  young  Arab,  sunk  in  a  now    utter  with  impunity  in    Egypt, 

lethargy,    from  which    nothing    could  Among  these  lunatics,  there  was  one 

rouse  him.     He  turned  his  eyes  afler  us  indiviaual,  who  havinj?,  as  he  himself 

as  we  passed,  otherwise  he  might  have  related,  been  guilty  of  a  crime  of  un- 

been  taken  for  a  statue.    The  next  was  speakable  enormity,  had  been  therefore 

an  Amaout  soldier,  who,  becoming  mad  suspected  of  insanity,  and  confined  in 

in  Candia,   had  been   sent  thither  by  this  dismal  place,  where  he  was  em- 

Mohammed  Ali,  to  spend  the  remainder  ployed  in  manfacturing  hooks  and  eyes ; 

of  his  life  in  chains.     He  sat  cross-  and  except  that  he  spoke  laughingly  of 

legged,  close  to  the  gratings,  perfectly  bis  demoniac  flagitiousness,  exhibited 

naked,  with  his  arms  crossed  upon  his  no  signs  of  madness.    Perhaps,  when 

breast,  and  his  eyes  closed,  as  if  in  a  apprehended,  and  in  danger  of  condign 

dream.     Being  roused,  and  called  upon  punishment,  he  had  assumed  the  ap- 

by  name,  he  slowly  opened  his  eyes,  pearance  of  lunacy  to  save  his  forfeited 

while  one  of  the  bystanders  presented  life.    The  old  Arab  keeper  who  shewed 

him  with  a  flower,  which  he  smelled  to,  us  round  the  building,  having  been  ren- 

and  appeared  to  regard  with  interest,  dered  by  long  habit  utterly  insensible  of 

smiling  ^when  addressed,  hut  uttering  the  misery  he  witnessed,  laughed  bear- 

not  a  word ;  and  when  we  quitted  him  tily  at  their  wild  incoherent  babbling, 

he  again  relapsed  into  his  dreaming  which  to  him  was   merely  matter  of 

state.      The  individual  occupyuig  the  amusement.    How  the  wretched  crea- 

neighbouring  cell,  lying  in  a  comer  tures  are  fed  and  treated,  I  know  not. 
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The  establishment  is  soiiMtimes  visited  monds,  lemons,  figB,  and  pomeipunafes, 
by  medical  men ;  but  the  mere  appear-  for  the  use  of  the  sick  anu  convalescent, 
ance  and  economy  of  the  place  are  a  In  the  centre  of  the  bptanic  g^arden  is  a 
blot  on  the  character  of  Mohammed  Ali,  lar^e  square  building',  containing  a  mu- 
and  prove  him  to  be  destitute  of  the  or-  seum,  dissecting-rooms,  a  theatre  for 
dinarj  feeling^  of  humanity.  His  lions  lectures,  a  laboratory,  a  dispensary,  and 
and  elephant  in  the  citacfel  are  better  dependencies,  with  store-rooms, kitchens, 
housed.  In  the  a4ioining  hospital,  the  and  baths,  both  in  the  European  and 
arrangements  are  somewhat  superior.  Oriental  style.  A  moiety  of  one  side  of 
though  it  may  still  be  doubted  wnether  the  hospital  is  converted  into  a  spacious 
it  be  a  nuisance  or  a  benefit  to  the  school-room,  capable  of  containinfif  two 
public,  the  rooms,  open  in  front,  and  hundred  bojs,  the  walls  of  which  are 
closed  at  niffht  with  a  mat,  extending  adorned  with  desk^ns,  illustrative  of 
round  a  filthy  court,  and  being  fur-  science,  and  the  difierent  phenomena  of 
nished  each  with  a  stream  of  water,  nature.  The  remainder  is  occupied  by 
standing  like  a  puddle.  A  few  miserable  &  lithographic  printing-ofiice,  where,  by 
wooden  bedsteads  stand  in  the  middle  of  means  of  four  presses,  the  young  Arabs  * 
the  apartments,  which  appeared  to  con-  are  constantly  employed  in  printing 
tain  no  other  convenience.  All  the  pa-  Arabic  translations  of  the  best  £uro- 
tlents,  several  of  whom  lay  stretched,  pean  works  on  medicine,  with  anatomi- 
perfaaps  in  malignant  fevers,  on  their  cal  drawings,  which  they  certainly  copy 
shattered  conches,  exhibited  a  filthy  and  with  mat  accuracy, 
squalid  appearance,  causing  us  to  shud-  "  None  of  the  other  schools  possess 
der  as  we  passed.  The  apartments  of  an  air  so  entirely  European.  It«is  kept 
the  women  we  did  not  visit.*'  very  clean ;  and  the  traveller  is  some- 
Some  interesting  observations  on  the  times  startled  at  being  addressed  in 
comparative  salubrity  of  Alexandria  at  French  by  ill-conditioned  fellahs,  who 
difierent  times,  and  the  general  short-  are  instructed  in  history,  geogrraphy, 
livedness  of  the  Egyptians,  both  ancient  arithmetic,  botany,  chemistry,  together 
and  modem,  occur  at  p.  359,  v.  ii. ;  but  with  the  theory  and  practice  of  me- 
wantofspace  obliges  us  to  pass  them  over,  dicine  and  surgery.  At  the  head 
and  to  come  at  once  to  Mr.  St.  John's  ac-  of  each  department  of  the  medical 
countof  the  medical  school  recently  esta-  science  is  an  European  professor,  who 
blished  by  the  Pasha.  In  quoting,  how-  draws  up  his  daily  lesson  in  French, 
ever,  what  follows,  we  may  be  per-  which  is  then  translated  into  Arabic  by 
mitted  to  wish  diat  our  traveller  bad  able  interpreters,  who,  from  their  long 
entered  with  greater  and  more  instruc-  employment  in  the  hospital,  are  them- 
tive  minuteness  into  the  details.  selves  tolerably  well  acauainted  with 
"  The  School  of  Medicine  at  Abou-  the  science.  The  translations,  when 
zabel  is  without  doubt  one  of  the  most  completed,  are  submitted  to  three  leam- 
extraordinary  of  all  the  Pasha's  esta-  cd  Sheikhs,  who  correct  grammatical 
Uisbments :  but  it  is  not  situated  in  the  errors,  and  clothe  them  with  the  beauties 
desert,  as  has  sometimes  been  pretended;  of  the  Arabic  language;  aAer  which 
on  the  contrary,  it  is  encircled  by  vege-  they  are  printed,  and  delivered  to  the 
tation ;  and,  in  the  month  of  March,  no-  students.  Practical  knowledge  is  ac- 
thing  can  be  more  beautiful  than  die  quired  by  attending  the  sick,  compound- 
surrounding  scenery.  The  hospital,  to  ^^g  ^°^  making  up  of  medicines,  and 
which  a  botanic  garden  has  been  at-  the  constant  use  of  the  dissecting-knife. 
iached,  is  an  enormous  quadrangular  The  fault,  however,  complained  of  in 
building,  divided  from  the  lodgings  of  all  the  other  schools,  is  likewise  com- 
the  Europeans  by  a  broad  esplanade,  mitted  hero ;  for  the  ffovemmeut,  impa- 
planted  with  long  avenues  of  mimosa,  tient  to  avail  itself  of  the  knowledge  it 
sycamore,  and  date  trees.  Along  the  bas  impaiied,  withdraws  the  youths 
exterior,  on  three  sides  of  the  edifice,  f>^m  tlieir  studies  before  sufficient  time 
a  large  space  has  been  inclosed ;  and  bas  been  allowed  to  perfect  themselves 
here  all  kinds  of  vegetables  are  success-  "^  their  profession.  They  are,  in  fact, 
fully  raised,  besides  an  immense  quan-  removed  four  years  after  their  entrance, 
tity  of  oranges,    sweet   and   bitter  al-  however  trifling  may  be  their  proficiency, 

and,  being  sent  directly  to  the  army, 

•  Pare  401,  foi.  it.  frequently  do  more  mischief  than  good. 
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Among  the  students  are  three  eunuch$  and  practice  of  M.  Chomel ;  serrinsf, 
and  four  female  slaves,  who  are  edu-  in  some  measure,  as  a  counterpart  for 
cated  for  the  interior  service  of  the  the  surgical  theories  and  treatment 
Pasha's  harem.  The  number  of  pupils  given  by  M.  Dupuytren  in  the  Lefont 
amounts,  at  present,  to  about  two  hun-  Orale$,  Yet  the  plan  of  the  two  per- 
dred ;  and  the  hospital  contains  aocom-  formances  is  very  different,  inasmucn  as 
modation  for  six  hundred  patients.  Ad-  we  have  in  the  latter,  for  the  most  part, 
joining  the  school  of  medicine  at  Abou-  the  animated  language  of  the  distin- 
sabel  are  a  veterinary  hospital  and  {jfuished  lecturer  on  a  variety  of  sub- 
school,  under  the  direction  of  a  French,  jects,  coming  after  one  another  in  rapid 
man.  One  hundred  and  Adf  pupils  are  succession,  and  always  full  of  interest ; 
here  instructed  in  the  duties  of  their  while,  in  the  Legont  ae  Clinique  MSdi^ 
profession,  on  precisely  the  same  plan  as  ra/e,  the  views  oi  Chomel,  and  his  elo- 
that  pursued  at  the  neighbouring  col-  quent  expositions  of  the  several  poinU 
lege.  As  soon  as  they  have  learned  to  which  he  discusses,  are  given  in  a  di- 
kill  a  horse,  they  are  forwarded  to  the  gested  form,  and  partake  more  of  the 
'  regiments.  The  Pasha  is  particularly  nature  of  a  systematic  treatise  than  of 
careful  that  all  his  different  employes —  the  didactic  discursiveness  of  a  lecture, 
for  example,  the  directors  of  the  cnemi-  M.  Chomel  has  long  been  distinguish- 
cal  work,  the  saltpetre  refinery,  the  iron-  ed  in  the  Parisian  school,  for  the  ability 
foundry,  the  cotton-mills,  and  the  works  and  zeal  which  he  di^lays  in  his 
where  the  chloride  of  lime  is  prepared —  clinique.  He  has  been  greatly  followed, 
have  each  a  cerCiiin  number  of  youths  and  we  presume  he  continues  to 
from  the  college  of  Kaperlyne  placed  be  as  popular  as  ever,  since  his 
under  them,  to  be  instructed  in  their  removal  from  the  Charite  to  the  Hotel 
.  business.  M.  Golloway  has  ^ye^  and  a  Dieu.  His  pupils  were  always  de- 
young  Armenian,  who  received  his  edu-  lighted  with  the  clearness  of  his  man- 
cation  in  England,  twelve  Arab  youths  ner  and  the  elegant  simplicity  of  his 
under  his  care.  Mr.  Wallace,  tfie  £n-  language :  he  seldom  theorizes ;  occa- 
glish  engineer,  is  the  only  person  who  sionally,  however,  when  unavoidably 
has  refused  to  comply,  on  this  point,  touching  on  controverted  points,  he  never 
with  the  wishes  of  the  Pasha."  fails  strenuously  to  advocate  the  opi- 
We  here  close  our  notice  of  these  nions  which  he  has  long  maintained  in 
yolumes,  and  in  doing  so  we  gladly  be-  his  writings.  In  his  practice  M.  Cho- 
stow  our  thanks  upon  the  learned  author  mel  is  a  man  of  judgment  and  energy, 
for  the  instruction  and  entertainment  be  an  excellent  observer  of  symptoms,  and 
has  afforded  us ;  and  we  stron)a;ly  recom-  inquirer  into  causes ;  he  is  oolder  than 
mend  his  work  to  the  attention  of  our  the  generality  of  his  professional  coun- 
readers,  as  containing  a  great  deal  of  trymen,  and  ever  ready  to  adopt  that 
information  on  all  subjects  connected  mode  of  treatment  which  circumstances 
with  Egypt,  both  in  ancient  and  mo-  demand,  careless  of  the  dogmas  which 
dern  times ;  conveyed,  too,  in*  a  style  characterize  any  particular  system.  He 
eloquent,  from  the  author's  enthusiastic  has  adopted  some  of  the  principles  of 
love  of  his  subject ;  and  learned,  from  Broussais,  and  may  be  considered,  per- 
his  having  assiduously  prepared  himself,  haps,  as  one  of  the  most  rational  disci- 
by  reading  and  research  of  all  kinds,  pies  ofthepAynoJootca/ school.  In  the 
for  the  task  which  he  had  so  zealously  treatment  of  kyor  he  is  known  to  be  a 
undertaken.  most  judicious  practitioner;  he  combats 

the  disease  with  practised  arms,  and 

freely  adopts  those  innovations  fas  some 

Leconi  d€  Clinique  MMcale,  faiies  A  ®^,>i«  brethren   would   call  them)  of 

PHdtel  Dieu  de  Paris,  par  le  Pro..  ^*2Sh  experience  has  shewn  the  utility. 

fesseur  A.  F.  Chomel,  recueillies  et  The  volume  before  us  w  wholly  dc 

publiSes   sous    ses    yeiur,   par  J.   L.  ▼oted  to  the  consideration  of  T^hoid  Fc- 

Gknest,  D.  M.  P.  &c.    Paris  etLon-  ^^^'    We  cannot  at  present  proceed  with 

dres.    Bailliere.  ^^  analysis  of  it ;  but  we  shall  take  ano- 

ther  opportunity  of  laying   before  our 

This  is    the  first  volume  of  a  work  readers  the  best  things  that  it  contoins. 

which  is  intended   to  be  comprised  in  

two,  and  to  contain  the  medical  opinions 
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MEDICAL  GAZETTE.  Port«n<«    *»«•  /"iW    of    the    lUerarj 

bully — who  iiiveigb^  against  a  document 

Saturday,  May  17, 1834.  which  he  has  feared  to  lay  before  his 

readers.      The    case    of    the    medical 

'*  Licet  osinlbns,  licet  etlam  mlbl,  dfgnltatem  schools,   as   opposed    to    the   monopoly 

ArtU  Mediem  tacrl;   potestas  modo  yenleodi  In  .^..^t*  /•  -  i.  .  a1       t        i         rr    • 

publicum  sit,  dlcendl  perfcalum  noil  recuao."  »«"&*»*  ^^^  V  ^he    London    Lntverstty, 

Cit-BRo.  has  been  f^iven  in  the  pages  of  this 
journal  alone ;  and  the  oinissiun  of  our 

MEMORIAL  OF  THE  MEDICAL  contemporaries  cannot  fail  to  be  acknow- 
TEACHERS.  ledged  as  characteristic  of  that  candour 
Some  idea  of  the  importance  attached  to  and  good  faith  for  which  we  have  al- 
the  petitions  of  the  teachers  connected  ways  held  them  to  be  distinguished, 
with  the  metropolitan  schools  of  medi-  How  far  the  unanswerable  nature  of  the 
cine,  and  of  the  Council  of  the  College  arguments  against  his  employers  has 
of  Surgeons,  against  the  claims  of  the  influenced  the  one,  or  the  circumstance 
London  University  to  a  monopoly,  may  of  the  omission  of  his  name  in  the  list  of 
be  gathered  from  tbe  extraordinary  ex-  signatures  operated  on  the  other,  wc 
tent  to  which  they  have  roused  the  leave  our  readers  to  decide.  But  perhaps 
bile,  and  excited  the  approhensions,  we  are  wrong  in  our  surmise,  and  the  cause 
of  the  respectable  patron  of  that  of  apprehension  and  concealment  may  be, 
politico-medical  establishment.  '*  In  that  ninety-nine  gentlemen  engaged  in 
both  documents  (says  this  truth-loving  teaching  the  various  branches  of  medi- 
writer)  insulting  and  abusive  (!)  Ian-  cine,  including  the  members  of  erery 
guage  ifi  directed  against  the  Senate  respectable  school  in  the  metropolis,  and 
and  Council  of  the  new  institution;"  many  of  them  the  most  eminent  per- 
and  again,  ^'  there  is  much  fraud  in  sons  of  the  day  as  practitioners  and  men 
these  documents :  one  of  them  is  the  of  science,  have  publicly  declared  their 
result  of  trick,  and  the  other  is  redolent  concurrence  in  the  opinions  which  have 
of  falsehood."  Assertions  more  grossly  long  been  maintained  in  the  pages  of 
untrue,  we  venture  to  assert,  never  ema  the  Medical  Gazette, 
Bated  even  from  the  pen  of  him  who  Itmaybematterofeditorialpoli<;ywith 
is  universally  allowed  to  be  beyond  all  our  opponent  to  conceal,  as  much  as  ])os- 
question  the  most  mendacious  writer  of  sible,  from  country  readers,  the  relative 
the  day  ;  but  they  are  thus  far  satisfac-  position  occupied  by  this  journal  and  his 
tory,  that  they  shew  his  employers  to  own  in  London,  where  the  merits  and  de- 
anticipate  the  result  which  is  to  follow,  merits  of  the  different  parties  arc  best 
and  himself  to  be  driven,  in  the  dearth  of  known :  butwe  do  think,  notwithstanding 
argument,  to  his  usual  expedient  ^f  the  above  obvious  cause  of  offence,  that 
lender.  men  who  have  devoted  their  time  and 

The  petition,  or  memorial,  addressed  studyto  the  difficult  artof  communicating 

by   the    teachers    connected    with  the  instruction,andwhohave  expended  large 

numerous  medical  schools  in  London,  sums  of  money  in  procuring  the  requi- 

we  hesitate  not   to  pronounce    to    be  site  materials  and  means  of  illustration — 

one  of  the  most  temperate,  argumeu-  in  short,  that  a  body  of  men  who  have 

tative,    liberal,    and    convincing    pa-  embarked  their  capital,  both  of  intellect 

pers    of  the    kind,    which    can    well  and  gold,  in  the  formation  of  medical 

be  conceived ;   and  we   hnow  that   it  schools,  scarcely  deserve  to  be  assailed 

has  been  regarded  as  such    by   those  with  op])robrious  epithets,  because  they 

whose  opinion   is  of  rather  more  im-  step  forward   and  protest  against  one 

337.— xn.  K 
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particular  cstablisbment  obtaining^  ex-  dividuah,  under  whose  mismanagement 

elusive  privileges,  such  as  would  place  the    University  was  brought  to  such  a 

it  above  the  reach  of  conipctitioD,  and  state,  that  while  it  was  reduced  to  begr 

make  its  success  quite  independent  of  its  garj  as  to  finances,  it  became  tbe  scene, 

merits.  in    its  educational  afiairs,    of   endless 

This  is  the  "  fraud,"  the  "  trick,"  and  cabal}ing,--the    most    respectable  men 

the"falsehood,"of  which  the  g-reat  body  connected  with  it  successively  resign- 

6(  medical  lecturers  have  been  guilty ;  ing,    in  despair    or    in  disgust ;     the 

they  have  stepped  between  the  public  Warden,  and  tbe  Professors  of  Medicine, 

and   the  shareholders  in    the    London  of  Surgery,  of   Anatomy,   of  Medical 

University f  and  prevented  the  establish-  Jurisprudence,  of  Clinical  Medicine,  of 

ment  of  a  monopoly  by  the  very  parties  Natural  Philosophy  and  Astronomy,  of 

who    have    heretofore  professed  them-  Mathematics,  of  Greek,  of  German,  of 

selves  to  be  the  enemies  of  every  such  English  Literature,  Sec.  &c.,  having  all 

abuse.     But  the  whole  proceeding  is  an  been    changed    within    an    inconceiv- 

anomaly  and  a  contradiction— a  mock-  ably  short  period.     An  inferior  style  of 

cry  of   consistency,  and  a  satire  upon  men  necessarily  succeeded ;   and  some 

liberalism.    A  party — to  many  of  the  who  never  did  procure,  and  never  could 

avowed  principles  of  which  we  profess  have    procured,    decent    audiences     as 

ourselves  to  be  attached— in  the  days  of  private  lecturers,   were   landed   to  the 

their    exclusion    from  political  power,  echo  as  Professors,  by  papers  expressly 

.established  an  institution  %vhich  they  not  devoted  to  their  cause.     In  proportion  as 

unreasonably,  perhaps,— though  as  the  the  real  claims  of  tbe  institution  to  public 

result  has  proved,  erroneously — antici-  patronage    diminished,    a    system    of 

pated  was  to  spring*  with  rapidity  into  a  boasting  and  pretension  was  adopted, 

great  aitd  flourishing  school.     It  was  to  discreditable  to  science  and  unparalleled 

be  tbe  very  antitjiesis  of  all  chartered  in  tbe  records  of  puffing— if  we  except 

corruptions — the  beau  ideal  of  whatever  the  attainments  in  this  department  of 

was  independent,  liberal,  and  generous,  literature  which  have  been  made  by  the 

Had  the  eminent  persons  with  whom  the  patrons  of  Warren^s  blacking  or  Mori- 

idea  originated,  and  who  presided  over  son's  pills.     Yet  this  is  the  University 

it  at  the  commencement,  remained  in  tbe  which  now  comes  forward  and  claims  a 

opposition,  instead  of  being  called  into  charter,  embracing  tbe  powxr  to  confer 

office,  it  is  probable  that  tbe  succession  degrees  "  in   all  subjects  not  theologi- 

of    blunders    which    has    marred     the  cal ;"  or,  to  express  their  wish  in  plainer 

prospects  of  the  establishment  in  ques-  terms,  **  to  confer  degrees  in  medicine ;" 

tiun,  would  have  been  avoided ;  but  the  for   the   so-called    University   amounts 

very   circumstance    of  their  increased  oply  to  a  grammar-school  for  boys,  and 

power,  which  might  have  been  expected  a  medical-school,  the  pupils  at  which 

to  place  the  infant  University  in  a  better  last  can  alone  be  eligible  for  any  aca- 

position,  seems  to  have  been  indirectly  demic  distinction, 

tbe  cause  of  its  decline.      New    and  To  every  unprejudiced  mind  it  must 

higher  occupations  engfrossed  the  atten-  appear  quite  clear,  that  however  conve- 

tion   of   those  whose  guiding  intelli-  nient  it  may  be  for  tbe  shareholders  and 

gence  was  required,  and  probably  would  professors  that  tbe  monopoly  they  seek 

otherwise  have  been  bestowed  upon  it ;  for  be  granted,    yet  there   can  be  no 

the  consequence  of  which  was,  that  tbe  public  ground  assigned  for  such  proceed- 

affairs  of  tbe  institution  fell  at  a  critical  ing,  except  that  of  relieving  the  Dissen- 

niomcnt  into  the  hands  of  incompetent  in-  ters  from  a  portion  of  their  academic 
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disabilities.      The  question,  then,  re-  relieved;  and   which   we  humbly,  but 
solves  itself  into  this — whether,  in  the  most  eamestlj,  recommend  to  the  atten- 
event  of  such  relief  being  determined  tion   of    his   Majesty's   government — 
upon,  its  accomplishment  would  be  best  namely,  the  establishment  of  a  metropo- 
effected    by    eonoeding  the  power   in  Hten  Umveraity,  framed  in  accordance 
question  to  the  establishment  in  Gower-  with  the  liberal  spirit  of  the  age,  and 
Street,  and,  by  making  it  really  a  Uni-  iree  from  the  difficulties  of  ecclesiastical 
versity,  entitling  it  to  the  appellation  it  distinctions.     If  this  idea   should   be 
has  usurped?      For  an  answer  to  this  thought  worthy   of  adoption,    and  it 
question,  we  refer  to  the  memorial  of  the  should  be  deemed  expedient  that  de- 
medical  lecturers  so  often  referred  to,  in  grees  be  conferred  in  London,  we  take 
which  the  inexpediency  as  well  as  the  the  liberty  of  suggesting  that  all  the 
injustice  of  such  grant,  is  set  forth  in  a  advantages  of  such  a  plan  would  be  se- 
manner  which  must  carry  conviction  to  cured,   and  that    all    the   evils  before 
the  minds  of  all  but  the  incorrigibly  pointed  out  would  be  avoided,  by  vest- 
prejudiced,  and  those  whose  understand-  ing  the  requisite  power  iti  some  inde* 
ings  are  rendered  immoveable  by  the  pendent  body,  not  concerned  in  teach- 
weight  of  pecuniary  interest.     But  is  ing;  so  that  all  those  who  have  been 
there  no  alternative  ?    Does  it  follow,  educated  in  any  of  the  efficient  schools 
that  if  the  privilege  of  conferring  medi-  should  be  admissible  to  examination  for 
cal  degrees  be  not  given  as  an  exclusive  such  degrees  on  principles  of  perfect 
bonus  to  save  the  London   University  equality.     In    this    manner    a   Medi- 
from  sinking,  it  must  therefore  be  denied  cal  University  might  be  established  in 
altogether?    Here,  again,  we  refer  to  London,  to  which  the  several  schools, 
the  memorial;   and  we  must  say  that  and  among  the  rest  the  London  Uuiver- 
the  spirit  of  liberality  which  breathes  in  sity,  would  stand  in  the  relation  of  so 
every  line  presents  a  striking  contrast  to  many  colleges." — Memorial,  (Sec. 
the  prayer  of  those  who,  with  the  fairest  But  why  have  we  again  entered  upon 
professions  on  their  lips,  have  secretly  this  discussion,  and  for  whom  are  these 
endeavoured  to  procure  a  chartered  right  observations  intended  ?     Not    for    the 
of  filling  their  own  pockets  at  the  ex-  Privy  Council,  for  their  decision  has  been 
pense  of  their  neighbours.     Hear  the  already  formed — not,  assuredly,  for  the 
petition  in  which  all  the  medical  schools  applicants  to  that  right  honourable  body, 
in  London  (except  that  of  the  Univer-  and  still  less  for  their  blustering  advo- 
sity)  have  concurred,  and  let  the  public  cate.     It  is  to  none  of  these,  but  to  the 
judge  between  the  principles  and  feel-  members  of  the  House  of  Commons,  we 
ings  it  displays,  as  contrasted  with  the  desire  to  address  ourselves,  through  the 
abusive  declamation  adopted  by  the  par-  medium    of  our  professional    readers. 
tizans  of  the  latter,  who,  in  the  veiy  The  application  of  the  London  Univcr- 
iunacy  of  party  spirit,  free  the  claimants  sity,  failing  in  the  Privy  Council,  will 
of  an  exclusive  privilege  from  the  charge  be  carried  into  Parliament;  and  it  is 
of  seeking  a  monopoly,  and  denounce  important    that   the    greatest   possible 
those  as  monopolists  who  pray  that  the  number  of  honourable  members  should 
pupils  of  all  the  schools  may  stand  on  be  made  acquainted  with  the  true  merits 
a  footing  of  perfect  equality !  of  the  question.      Several  even  of  the 
'*  There    is,  however    (say   the  me-  most  intelligent  members  of  the  govem- 
morialists),    another    mode    by    which  ment  acknowledged,  when  they  heard 
the   Dissenters    from    the    established  the  memorial  read,  that  they  had  been 
Church  might,    as    far    as   academic  previously  quite  unaware  of  tlie  facts, 
honours  are  concerned,    be  effectually  What,  then,  can  be  expected  from  mem- 
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bers  of  parliament  whose  minds  have  and  the  defence  thus  facing  the  reader 

never  been  directed  to  the  subject  at  in  parallel  columns, 

all  ?    Let  each  of  our  readers  place  the  No  one  can  denj  that  the  petition  of 

memorial  in  the  hands  of  as  many  mem-  the  Licentiates  was  clearly  drawn  up, 

bers  as  he  has  access  to ;  above  all,  let  or  refuse  it  the  merit  of  being  tern- 

him  enforce  these  two  points— first,  that  perate,  methodical,  and  imposing ;    but 

granting  the    prayer  of   the    London  the  brochures  before  us  prove  that  it 

University,  is  neither  the  only  nor  even  contains    one    pervading    blunder  —  it 

the  bestmodeof  relieving  the  Dissenters,  founds  the  claims  of  the  Licentiates  to 

as  they  have  been  told ;  and,  secondly,  redress  on  the  law  of  the  case,  and  the 

that  the  petition  is  an  attempt  to  steal  a  law  is  clearly  against  them.     On   this 

march  upon  the  Committee  of  their  own  point  they   are   dead-beat.     The  peti- 

House,  now  sitting,  upon  the  state  of  tioners  ought  to  have  taken  their  stand 

the  medical  profession  generally;  and  on  surer  ground,  and  have  insisted  on  the 

that  the  whole  of  the  evidence  elicited  system  of  exclusion  being  contrary  to  the 

by  them  is,  without  exception,  against  spirit  of  the  age— on  the  constitution  of 

granting  the  coveted  monopoly.     The  the  corporation  being  illiberal— and  on 

battle  is  already  all  but  won;  let  this  other  general  principles ;  but  by  coming 

be  done,  and  the  victory  will  be  complete,  to  particular  allegations  as  to  matters  of 

law,  they  have  enabled  their  opponents 

to  put  in  categorical  answers,  and  in 

COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS-PETI.  •»»»'«^ncesM-id.  perfect  success.  The 

TION  OF  THE  LICENTIATES.        ^""^^  '»^*f««'<'"7  «>«?='«*  "«  t^f*  '»'«^«. 

or  attempted,  in  reference  to  the  exclu- 

OuR  opinion  of  the  College  of  Physi-  sion  of  the  Licentiates  from  the  Library 
cians,  as  to  the  defects  in  its  constitu-  and  Museum— a  regulation  so  palpably 
tion,  has  been  oflen  expressed,  and  does  indefensible,  that  the  attempt  to  justify 
not  require  to  be  again  repeated  :  it  is  it  is  rather  calculated  to  excite  distrust 
enough  to  say  that  it  remains  un-  of  the  writer^s  discretion  than  to  con- 
changed.  But  this  does  not  prevent  us  vincc  us  of  his  being  in  the  right, 
from  listening  with  candour  to  what  As  we  have  hinted,  the '*  answers"  do 
is  said  in  its  defence  ;  and  we  have  not  touch  the  geueral  principle  ;  but  they 
therefore  perused  with  attention  two  deal  with  the  legal  part  of  tlie  question 
pamphlets  which  have  recently  ap-  so  convincingly,  that  we,  who  profess 
peared— one  is  entitled  *'  Vindicia  Me-  to  hold  the  balance  with  an  impartial 
dica,  or  a  Defence  of  the  College  of  hand,  feel  called  upon  to  subjoin  those 
Physicians,"  and  the  other,  "  Answers  clauses  which  relate  to  it. 
to  the  several  Allegations  contained  in  ^//e^fl^Vm.-That  six  physicians  were 
the  Petition  of  certain  Licentiates,"  &c.  named  in  the  Charter,  who,  together 
Between  these  two  there  is  a  similarity  with  all  men  of  the  same  faculty  then 
almost  amounting  to  identity,  the  chief  resident  in  Loudon,  were  constituted 
point  of  difference  being  that  the  former  j^^,^^^'  commonalty,  or  perpetual  Col- 
is  more  detoiled  than  the  other,  but  ^iMwer.— Mr.  Justice  Yates*  in  i?« 
without  otherwise  differing  as  to  the  v.  Askew.  ^''1  am  far  from  thinking  that 
lineofargument,  or  evenastoformsof  ^^^  *^e  men  of  and  in  London,  then 
expression.      In  the  latter,  the  several  practising  physic,  were  incorporated  by 

allegations  in  the  petition  of  the  Licen-         •  !„  the  first  pamphlet  the  name  of  Lord  Mans. 

tiates  are  taken  seriatim,  and  printed    ^it^^'iV^iiJii.'^^:!  xi^^^^^^ 

with  the  answers  on  the  opposite  page,     tbi«  u  a    wilful  miercpreBenUtion  :    It  N    evl- 
,        J  11  .  dently  a  mere  accidental  mUtakp,  and  is  corrected 

numbered  to  correspond — tiie  accusation    in  the  niMi/ci«.— £d.  Gax. 
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the  Charter.     Tlie  immediate  g^rantees  finniiifl'  it,  make  a  dibtiiictiou  between 

under  tbe  Charter  were  the  six  persons  the  cofle^e  ur  cori>uratiuu  and  other  men 

particularly  named  in  it.     The  rest  were  of  the  %ame  factuty^  *■  to  govern  tt^e  said 

to   be  admitted   bv  them.     They  were  jellow$hip  and  commonalty ,  and  all  men 

not  ip$o  facto  made  members."  of  the  iame  faculty  :  and  again,  Cblle- 

Allegation. — That  the  perpetuity  of  gium   sive  Communitatem  predict'  et 

the  College  was  to  be  kept  up  by  the  omnea  homines  efusdem  facultatis.^    A 

future  admission  of  all  men  of  the  same  good  deal  has  been  said  about  usage ; 

faculty  into  the  Colle]^.  but  usage  only  applies  when  the  con- 

Answer. '-^Mr,  Justice  Yates,  in  Rex  struction  is  doubtful.    Here  the  con* 

V.  Athew.    "  Much  less  are  future  prac-  struction  is  not  doubtful." 
trisers  of  physic  of  and  in  London,  ac-        TlZ/e^afton.— Your  petitioners  are  pre- 

tually  incorporated  by  the  Charter."  pared  to  show  that  bye-laws  have  been 

And  in  Stanger  v.  The    President  framed,   and  long  acted  upon  by  the 
and  College  of  Physicians^  the  concur-  College,  which  are  directly  opposed  to, 
rent  testimony  of  £ord  Kenyon,  and  of  and  in  violation  of  the  letter  and  mean- 
all  the  judges  on  the  bench,  confirmed  ing  of  the  said  Charter, 
the  judgment  of  Mr.  Justice  Yates.  Answer. — The  existing  bye-laws  have 

Allegation. — That  several  of  the  six  been   decided  to  be  legal,  and   conse- 

physicians  named  in  the  Charter  studied  quently  not    directly    opposed    to   the 

at,  and  possessed  degrees  from,  foreign  Charter,  by  Lord  Chief  Jtistice  Kenyon, 

Universities ;  and  that  no  distinction  is  and  by  four  other  Judges  of  the  Court 

mentioned   as   regards    the   University  of  Kiug^s  Bench,  afler  solemn  hearing 

where  a  physician  may  have  obtained  in  Stanger  y.  the  President  and  CoU 

his  degree.  lege  of  Physicians^ 

Answer.  —  When  the    Charter   was  — 

granted  learning  and  science  were  more  siR  GILBERT  BLANE»S  MEDALS, 
successfully  cultivated  abroad,  and  espe- 
cially in  Italy,  than  in  this  kingdom.  It  is  now  several  years  since  we  an- 
It  was  therefore  the  practice  at  the  time  nounced  that  Sir  Gilbert  Blane,  in  his 
to  resort  to  foreign  iJmversities,  for  the  paternal  anxiety  to  encourage  merit  in 

rr^ngte^fhSfer'a^^^^^^^^^^  the  ..edicl  dep.rt.ent  of  the   „avx. 

ffrees  in  phjrsic    were   often   taken  in  had  appropriated  a  sum  of  money  for  the 

Italy.     But  it  was  also  the  usage  for  purpose  of  bestowing  handsome  medals 

those  who  possessed  foreign  degrees  in  on  the  most  intelligent  and  deserving 

physic,  to  be  incorporated  either  at  Ox-  ^  ^hese  honourable  testimonials 

lord  or  Cambridge. 

AUegation.-^Thsit  all  physicians  en-  ^^re  awarded,  on  the  first  occasion,  to 

titled -to  practise  in  London,  are  equally  Dr.  John  Liddell  and  Dr.  W.  Donolly  ; 

entitled,  under  the  Charter,  to  admission  and,    on    the   second,    to    Mr.  Robert 

to  the  Fellowship  of  the  College.  p  gy,        ^„j  jy^  j  ^i,,^„  .  ^^^  ^^ 

Answer. — My  Lord  Mansfield  was  of  "^  ,       i  j  i    t  i 

a  different  opinion,  in  Rex  v.  Ashew.  regret  to  say,  that  the  medals  themselves 

Mr.  Justice   Yates  said,    "  A  man   is  have  not  been  forthcoming.    We  under- 

iiot   caoable    of  being   admitted    into  stand,  from  the  best  authority,  that  the 

the   College    without   being   possessed  jelay  is  in  no  degree  attributable  to  the 

of    certain    qualifications    which     are  ....        .  i    j  t       v       ^t_ 

made   requisite.      But,    granting    that  distinguished  veteran  by  whom  the  prize 

he  is  really  possessed  of  these  reqnt-  was  founded,  but  thatithasarisen entirely 

site     qualifications,    yet     his     merely  from  the  failure  of  Pistrucci  to  fulfil 

being  qualified  for  becoming  a  member  tis  engagement  in  regard  to  the  die,— 

does  not  make  him  one.     The  instru-  .1        ".         p     l-  i.  l    u  ♦«.  ««j 

ment  which  gives  the  licence  does  not  ^^  ^"^^''^^  «^  ""^'^^  ^^  ^^  postponed, 

mention  any  such  thing  as  an  adniis-  ^^  one  pretext  or  other,  from  month  to 

sioii  to   be   a  member  of  the  College,  month,  and  year  to  year.     If  Pistrucci 

The  word  *  admissus'  is  only  used  in  has  been  paid  in  part  beforehand,  as  we 

this  instrument  as  a  more  classical  term  ^,j^^^  ;^  ^^^^^j  j„  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^_ 

than  permissiis.     It  docs  nut  import  an  '         _ 

actual  admission  into  the  College.    The  ^""^  ^  suggest  that  a  memento  from 

Charter,  and  the  Act  of  Parliament  con-  a  solicitor  might  be  of  service.     The 
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risk  of  losingf  some  of  the  golden  speci-  at  another  m^icine ;  at  a  third  sur^ferv. 

mens  of  his  own  art  which  he  has  re-  The  laws  of  the  existing  Colleges  do 

•     J  //>     1     !•     i*  '     -4  ^oi  compel  him  to  confine  himself  to 

ceired,  (for  the  die  of  our  coinage  is  cot  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^ .  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^,^ 

hy  him),  might  stimulate  his  in?entive  their  theatres  to  him  in  every  branch  of 

powers,  and  prevent  the  endless  procras-  science.    It  is  not  uncommon  for  young 

tination  which  else  seems  likely  to  await  men  to  go  round  and  hear  the  different 

^,  -,       J.J.     r  ..  cj-1  n:iv«-*>-  lecturers  before  they  fix  upon  their  place 

the  successful  candidates  for  Sir  Gilbert's  ^^  ^^^^^     ^^j^  ^^^^^^  oYattendance  is 

medals.  alike  beneficinl  to  the  pupil  and  to  the 

schools.     It  enables  the  Ibrmer  to  seek 

NORTH  LONDON  HOSPITAL.  instruction  where  he  thinks  he  can  |^n 

the  most  information  in  a  given  time ; 

SoMB  of  the  partisans  of  the  London  and  it  ensures  an  active  emulation  among 

Unwertity  have  been  very  anxious  to  the  medical  officers  of  our  institutions, 

represent  our  exposure  of  the  motives  by  which  their  charitable  purposes  are 

f .  1    1  J   .     .1-       **       *  J      *  vT  1.  Baore  elfectually  served.    The  extent  of 

which  led  to  the  attempted  establish-  ^j^^  competition  is  seen  in  the  various 

ment  of  an  hospital,  and  of  the  almost  degrees  of  reputation  enjoyed  by  dif. 

certain  failure  of  the  experiment,  as  re-  ferent  schools  at  different  times.    If  the 

suiting  from  general  hostility  to  the  professors  happen  not  to  be  men  possess- 

,     ,        ,      ^  r  J' J  -T     -J  injr  the  confidence  of  the  medical  pub- 

school,  and  not  from  a  candid  considera-  ,j^^  ^^^  ^j^  ^  ^.^^  professional  cha- 

tionofthe  real  circumstances  of  the  case,  racter,  the  interesU  of  the  schools  are 

Instead  of  entering  into  any  fresh  argu-  injured,  and  the  attendance  of  pupils 

ment  upon  this  head,  we  subjoin  an  ex-  ^•*ij,^^  ^^      .    ,     •       i. 

tractr™™  the  Morning  Post,  which  h«.  ^.^'l^XXSTa'ddiifr: 

m  a  very  forcible  and  temperate  manner,  tive  to  employ  the  most  elBcient  phjrsi- 

expressed  the  same  views  as  have  been  cians  and  surgeons  in  their  establish- 

roainUined  in  this  journal.  mtuXs,     The  free  competition  among 

the  schools  thus  becomes  a  guarantee 

The  arguments  of  the  counsel  em-  for  the  best  talent  being  enlisted  in  the 

ployed  to  plead  aranst  the  proposed  service  of  the  public  hospitals,  and  af. 

charter  to  the  London  University  have  fords  an  unanswerable  argument  for  the 

most  fully  shown  the  absurdity  of  the  union  of  schools  of  medicine  with  our 

demand,  and  the  extreme  improbability  charitable  institutions.      But  these  ad- 

of  his  Majesty  consenting  to  the  mea-  vantages  the  London  University  seeks 

sure  of  swamping  the  other  schools  for  to  destroy.     It  would  establish  a  mono- 

the  sole  purpose  of  benefiting  the  pro-  poly  of  the  most  injurious  nature  to  the 

prietors.    That  any  good  is  to  be  de-  public,  under  the  plea  of  serving  the 

rived  to  science  is  not  attempted  to  be  public  interests ;  it  would  do  away  with 

proved ;    while  the  real  question,  and  the  characteristic  excellence  of  the  me- 

the  only  one  in  which  the  public  are  tropolitan  schools,  lEind  substitute  in  its 

concerned,  is,  whether  they  are  to  have  own  favour  an  exclusive  monopoly  in 

well-educated  medical  men,  or  whether  the  place  of  a  liberal  competition, 
they  are  to  have  forced  upon  them  a  set        It  is  amusingly  observed  by  the  col- 

of  young  men  from  the  London  Uiiiver-  lective  wisdom  of  the  University,  in  their 

sity,  who  know  little  of  disease  and  less  Address,  that  *'  the  only  point  in  which 

of  its  treatment  the  medical  school  of  the  University  has 

The  footing  on  which  the  existing^  been  hitherto  inferior  to  other  schools  is, 

schools  are  placed  renders  them  admi-  that  it  has  been  unable  to  furnish  the 

rably  adapted  for  giving  sound  medical  means  of  hospital  attendance  and  cliui- 

iustruction.   One  among  their  numerous  cal    instruction."      This  admission    of 

points  of  excellence  is  the  free  compe-  their  incapacity  to  teach  is  made  with 

tition  that  exists  among  them,  and  the  so  much  naiveU^  that  we  are  led  to  con- 

entire  absence  of  monopoly.    A  pupil,  elude  that  the  medical  guardians  of  the 

when  he  comes  to  Londou,  can  enter  at  Unirersity  regard  hos[)ital  tuition  as  one 

any  school  he  may  prefer,  or  can  divide  of  those  "  accidental  circumstances*'  on 

his    attendance    among    the     diflTerent  which  too  much  stress  is  laid,  and  that 

schools.  At  one  he  may  study  anatomy ;  they  purpose  to  supply  the  deficiency 
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rather  in  compliance  with  the  gfeneral  The  proprietors  have  not  of  Lite  shewn 

feeling,  and  to  prevent  any  cavillings  much   alacrity  in   adding  to  their  sub. 

against  their  system  of  education,  than  scriptions;    and   it   is    not  likely  that 

as  an  indispensable  auxiliary  in  the  pro-  those  persons  who    subscribe  annually 

cess  of  medical  instruction  ;    because,  to  other  hospitals  should  withdraw  their 

say  they,  '*  the  medical  opponents  of  subscriptions  to  transfer  them  to  an  ex- 

the   University  insist  strongly  on  the  perimental    hospital.      The     building 

want  of  a  hospital."  which  they  are  now  erecting  is  intended 

The  views  which  the  University  Conn-  to  hold  only  about  a  hundred  beds,  or  at 

cil  entertain  in  regard  to  medical  edu-  most  a  hundred  and  fifly*.     This  will  be 

cation  may  be  gathered  from  the  rca-  much  too  small  for  a  school  of  medicine 

sons  they  now  assign  for  thus  tardily  and  surgery;  so  small  a  number  of  pa- 

providinjBT   a  hospital.      It  is  not  that  tients  cannot  exhibit  to  the  pupils  e\cry 

the  physicians  require  patients  to  illus-  variety  of  disease.     A  certain  number  of 

trate  the  mode  of  treating  disease,  or  the  beds  will  be  filled  with  patients  sent  by 

rar^eons  cases  to  show  the  various  ope-  the  subscribers  for  trifling  ailments,  who 

rations,  or  because  the  pupils  feel  the  will  be  of  no  manner  of  use  in  the  busi- 

want  of  cases  to  explain  tne  lectures,  ness  of  instruction.    The  Loudon  Uni- 

which  are  otherwise  unintelligible.  No ;  versit^  school  will,  in  fact,  be  disquali- 

all  these  reasons,  which  might  seem  to  fied  for  giving  practical  instruction  by 

common  minds  sufficiently  cogent  for  the  same  cause  that  prevents  the  smaller 

the  erection  of  a  hospital,  are  thought  provincial   hospitals    being    useful    as 

wholly  undeserving  of  notice.     They  schools   of    medicine  —  namely,   their 

think  that  the  art  or  curing  disease  may  wards  being  principally    occupied   by 

be  sufficiently  communicated  to  students  cases  of  little  or  no  interest. 

by  description,  but  consent  to  get  up  a  The  large  metropolitan  hospitals  arc 

hospital  in  deference  to  the  opponents  differently  circumstanced.    Largely  en- 

of  tne  University.  dowed,  and  hence  not  dependent  on  an- 

It  is,  perhaps,  the  first  time  that  a  nual  subscribers,  their  wards  are  open  to 

hospital  can   trace  its  origin   and  ex-  all  severe  cases  without  recommenaation. 

istence   to  such   a  motive.     Hospitals  They  not  only  contain  a  larger  number, 

have  been  usually  considered  as  asylums  but  also  a  cliifercnt  class  of  patients, 

for  the  sick  and  maimed  poor,  and  have  They  are  enabled,  from  the  great  uura- 

been   founded  by  pious  and  charitable  her  of  applicants,   to  select  the  worst 

persons   in   situations  where  they  were  cases,  andf  to  reject  those  trifling  ones 

really  wanted,  and  for  most  praiseworthy  which  would  occupy  the  wards  ofsmall 

purposes.   Charity  has  been  hitherto  the  hospitals,  but  which  are  treated  in  th? 

main  purpose  in  founding  such  institu-  large  hospitals  as  out-patients.     Out  of 

tions ;  while  the  stream  of  knowledge  these  again  the  more  important  cases 

that  issues  from  them,  and  would  other-  are  selected  for  the  special  purpose  of 

wise  run  to  waste,  has  been  turned  into  clinical  instruction.     Forty  or  fifty  of 

the  channel  of  education.     Charity  has  the  most  serious  forms  of  disease  may  be 

been  the  primary  object ;  education  has  seen   classed   together  in   one   or  two 

followed   as    a  necessary  consequence,  wards  set  apart  for  the  purpose,  under 

Two  purposes  equally  useful  have  been  the  care  of   the  clinical  physician  and 

thus  comoined.  his  clerks,  the  latter  being  chosen  from 

The  getting  up  of  an  experimental  the  pupils  on  account  of  their  experience 

hospital  is  an  undertaking  that,  we  be-  and  attention.    This   essential   depart- 

lieve,  nobody  but  the  Council  of  the  ment    of   a    medical    school    must   be 

University   would  contemplate.     It  is  wholly  deficient  in  a  small  hospital  like 

not  difficult  to   foresee  that  a  hospital  that  of  the  Univ  ersity,  as  it  requires  an 

erected   under  such   circumstances  and  immense   body  of  patients   to    furnish 

with  such  views,  will  and  most  fail  in  cases  of  sufficient  importance,  and  in 

its  object.    We  will   shortly  state  our  sufficient  number,  for   the   purpose  of 

reasons  for  doubting  its  answering  the  clinical  instruction, 

purpose  for  which  it  is  intended.  There  are  two  reasons,  independently 

The  first  difficulty  which  the  Council  of  the  size  of  the  hospital  ana  its  want 

has  to  encounter,  is  that  of  raising  funds 

sufficient  to  provide  for  the  maintenance  •  Thin  if  over-ratiug  the  umnber  -.  it  is  nut  cat- 

«f  •    1».^«   *...«»kA..   «r    «»4:^..«<,        Tl,-,  culaled,  even  by  the  parties  tln'in»*eWes,  that  tlie 

of  a  large  number  of  patients.      The  ,,„,,,,j^,  could  be  made  to  hold  more  than  180 

Umversity  is  already  greatly  in  debt.  paiit!iiu.—Ei>.  Uaz. 
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of  funds,  that  will  materially  operate  mists,  you  acknowledge  this.    You  know 

against  its  becoming'  a  school  of  any  their  peculiar  texture;  and  that,  consis- 

magnitude.     Its  locality  is  one.     It  is  tently  with  that  texture  and  their  offices, 

biiUt  in  a  part  of  the  town  in  which  the  they  have  less  vascularity,  and  a  lesser  de- 

working  classes  do  not  abound.     In  the  »'««,  «^  ^^f.^^"^j??»l.  P**.'^®''  *"  truth,  a 

neighbourhood  of  Gower-street  there  are  weaker  vitality.   The  fascia  that  covers  the 


the  accidents  and  diseases  to  be  seen  m  cartilages  which  tip  the  bones,  and  the 

the  wards  of  other  hospitals;  and  for  the  hones  themselves.    Their  vascularity  and 

few  poor  that  reside  ample  accommoda-  vitality,  as  I  have  just  said,  are  less  than 

tioii   already  exists  in   the  Middlesex,  those  of  other  parts ;  and  hence  it  is  that 

the  Fever,  and  St.  Bartholomew's  Eos-  they  become  subject  to  particular  diseases, 

i)itals.     But  the  most  fatal  impediment  and  arc  peculiarly  liable  to  strumous  or 

ill   the  way  of  its   success  is  the  anti-  scrofulous  action.    This  is  a  view  of  the 

pathy  which  the  poor  will  naturally  feel  matter  that  we  must  never  permit  to  a- 

Lgaiist  it  as  an  experimental  ho/pitel.  ^P«^^«-    Every  individuid  is  subject  to 

tt          u         'J'     S.  A  «L    r    1*    ^    Ml  scrofulous  disease ;  and  not  man  only,  but 

Itmay  be  prejudice  but  the  feeling  will  ^^  ^^^  ^^^    '.j^^  ^.        ^he  tigei,  as 

not  on  that  account  be  the  less  strong ;  ^^jj  ^  ^^  monkey,  brought  from  southern 

their  mmds  are  keenly  alive  to  the  pur-  climates  to  this  country,  and  exposed  to 

poses    of   such    estabhshments.     They  the  variations  of  our  climate,  become  scro- 

will  view  the  hospital  as  an  institution  fulous,  and  die  of  consumption ;  they  are 

not  built  to  meet  their  pressing  neces*  liable  to  glandular  disease,  extensive  snp- 

sities,  but  to  relieve  those  of  the  London  paration,  and  even  rickets ;  so  men,  appo. 

University  ;  not  established  for  the  re-  rently  of  the  finest  frame  are  subject,  in 

lief  of  their  complaints,  but  remove  those  certain  circumstances,  to  the  same  class  of 

of  "  the  medical  opponents,  who  insist  diseases.    The  pugilist,  called  the  Game 

strongly  upon  the  want  of  an  hospital ;"  J^hicken,  of  whom  you  have  heard  as  being 

not  to  satiVy  the  claims  which  tlie  af-  1^  ^^*  *^rf  *'''  "^^  T?^^"^  ^T'  ''*''* 

ii*  *  ,1  «        u-..^    .^ *i.^  «:-!.    I    *  A  bad  a  spring  like  an  antelope,  and  gave  a 

flicted  poor  bave  upon  the  nch,  but  to  ^,1^^,  J^^  f^^  f„,^  ^^  ^  sledgebaSimer, 

support  the  claims  of  the  University  to  aied  of  consumption.    If  a  young  mivn 

a   charter;  not  as  an  asylum  to  house  be  subdued  of  his  natural  strength  by  a 

the  sick  and  the  maimed,  but  as  the  last  course  of  mercury,  and  if  in  this  condition 

refuge  of  a  needy  association.  he  receive  a  blow  on  the  kneejoint,  ten  to 

.-________ ®"®  ''"^  **  ^'^^^  **^^®  ^^  ^  scrofulous  action. 

It  is  in  this  manner  that  you  see  younger 

CLINICAL  LECTURE  children  subject  to  scrofula  after  scwlet 

fever,  measles,  and  small -pox,— whatever 

^^  subdues  the  strength  of  constitution,  ren- 

INJURIES  OF  THE    KNEE-JOINT,  ders  the  individual  subject  to  local  dis- 
eases, which  partake  more  or  less  of  the 

Delivered  at   the   Middlesex    Htupital,  scrofulous  character.     The  knee  is  more 

By  Sir  Charles  Bell.  particularly  liable  to  it,^  and  there  is  no 

u.  ».nv.ni&ni.s.a^c<.<..  pcrsou,  howcvcr  grcat  his  constitutional 

"  strength,  but  who,  under  certain  circum* 

The  Weekly  Board  of  this  hospital  has  stances,  may  become  the  victim  of  this  af- 

of  late  furnished  to  Parliament  a  list  of  the  fection. 

patients  brought  in,  suffering  from  severe  In  all  these  accidents  to  the  jointe,  you 
accidents.  For  my  own  part,  I  had  not  a  ™ust  not  lose  sight  of  this,— that,  however 
conception  of  their  numbers;  and  if  I  men-  necessary  it  may  be  to  subdue  the  inflam- 
tion  the  subject  now,  it  is  to  remind  you  mation,  by  bleeding,  strict  confinement, 
that  nothing  but  a  criminal  supineness  and  all  the  appliances  with  which  you  re- 
can  leave  you  ignorant  of  the  common  duce  inflammation,  there  is  a  point  at  which 
occurrences  of  practice.  I  cannot  better  you  muststop,orthe  constitutional  strength 
employ  the  hour  than  in  directing  your  ^iU  become  so  far  influenced,  that  a  stru- 
attention  to  the  principles  which  guide  mous  action  will  be  set  up  in  place  of  tliat 
us  in  the  treatment  of  these  cases  of—  phlegmonous  action,  of  which  you  have 

t»cen  iustly  apprehensive. 

ACCIUENTS   TO   THE    KNEE-JOINT. 

There  is  a  certain  peculiarity  of  consti-  The  first  case  to  which  we  will  refer  is 
tution  belonging  to  all  the  parts  which  that  of  a  penetrating  wound  of  the  knee- 
combine  to  form  the  knee  joint:  as  anato-  joint. 
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YoTi  know  what  is  meant  by  a  penetrat-  affecting  the  limb  from  the  groin  to  the 
ing  wound.  If  a  boy  be  climbing  over  toe;  and  wherever  there  is  a  deposit  of 
railings ,  and  slips,  anci  a  spike  mns  into  his  much  cell  alar  membrane  and  fat,  there  you 
belly,  taking  a  course  along  the  muscles,  will  find  an  abscess  forming.  This  may  be 
that  is  an  external  wound  only,  and  there  is  .  let  out,  or  it  may  burst,  but  tedious  hectic 
no  danger ;  but  if  the  point  penetrate  the  then  comes  on,  and  very  often  the  patient 
peritoneum  in  the  slightest  degree,  it  is  then  sinks  exhausted  with  fever  and  discharge, 
called  a  penetrating  wound ;  by  which  the  If  he  recovers,  yon  have  anchylosis  in  the 
surgeon  declares  that  the  lad  is  subject  to  knee-joint — that  is,  when  adhesion  arrests 
pentoneal  inflammation,  and  is  in  danger  the  spreading  of  the  inflammation ;  or  per- 
of  death,  not  from  the  extent  of  the  haps  you  mu^  have  recourse  to  amputa- 
wound,  or  the  violence  of  inflammation,  tion,  in  order  to  save  the  life. 
but  from  inflammation  of  the  cavity  of  the  We  will  take  the  more  (kvonrable  view 
abdomen.  It  very  often  happens  that  in  of  the  subject  first  A  boy,  14  years  of  age, 
such  a  penetrating  wound  there  is  agglu-  was  admitted  last  week  under  Mr.  Amott, 
tination  and  union ;  and,  as  soon  as  these  with  a  penetrating  wound  of  the  knee- 
take  place,  all  danger  is  at  once  removed ;  joint  '*  He  is  a  shoemaker ;  and  while 
and  some  sui^geons,  finding  this  in  one  or  he  was  at  work,  a  sharp  knife  which  he 
two  cases,  are  at  last  bold  to  say  that  was  using  slipped,  and  ran  into  the  knee, 
there  is  no  danger  at  all  in  a  penetrating  about  an  inch  deep;  it  entered  at  the  inner 
wound:  they  ought  to  limit  the  observation  part  of  the  knee-joint,  just  above  the  pa- 
to  that  case  where  adhesion  immediately  tella."  You  know  that  the  great  bursal 
takes  place;  for  if  there  be  no  adhesion,  cavity  is  situated  there  under  the  tendon, 
there  is  very  great  danger  from  inflam-  and  has  an  open  communication  with  the 
mation  spreading  by  *'  continuous  sym-  proper  cavity  of  the  joint,  so  that  this  was 
pathy  "  over  the  peritoneum.  The  same  a  penetrating  wound.  "  There  is  a  small 
remark  applies  to  the  knee-joint.  You  wound  only  to  be  observed ;  but  the  knee 
remember  the  extent  of  this  joint, — that  it  is  inflamed,  and  attended  with  considerable 
is  the  largest  and  the  most  exposed  of  all  efi'usion,  and  there  is  pain  on  the  slightest 
the  joints ;  and  if  you  remember  how  the  motion.  Leeches  and  ice  to  be  applied ; 
finger  goes  round  the  synovial  membrane,  the  wound  itself  to  be  covered  with  plais- 
from  the  surfiue  of  the  tibia,  inside  the  ter  and  a  solution  of  sealing  wax."  The 
patella,  up  over  the  head  of  the  femur,  and  next  report  is,  that  *'  the  pain  and  swell- 
to  the  great  bursa,  under  the  quadriceps  ing  are  diminishing,  and  there  are  no 
femoris  muscle,  you  have  a  lively  recollec-  symptoms  indicative  of  danger.  He  is 
tion  of  the  extent  of  the  investing  mem-  kept  quiet,  enjoined  perfect  rest,  ^ith  a 
brane,  and  therefore  of  the  danger  of  in-  spUnt  oehind  the  knee.  It  is  now  seven 
flammation  of  it»  when  the  wound  remains  days  since  the  accident,  and  no  bad  sjrmp. 
open,  instead  of  adhering.  tom  has  appeared."    This  is  a  pleasant 

There  is  a  point  here  respecting  which  case  to  set  out  with,  and  I  hope  your  prac- 
it  is  my  duty  to  put  you  on  your  guard,  tice  will  be  equally  fortunate.  Whenever 
Suppose  a  workman  with  the  comer  of  his  a  person  has  a  puncture  of  the  knee-joint, 
adze  or  hatchet  strikes  his  knee,  and  in-  yon  are  alarmed,  although  he  is  not ;  you 
flicts  a  trifling  wound,  perhaps  of  only  enjoin  rest ;  you  put  a  splint  behind  the 
half  an  inch  in  length;  he  considers  it  of  knee-joint;  you  adopt  all  the  means  in 
no  consequence ;  he  goes  about  for  some  your  power  to  subdue  inflammation ;  but 
days;  at  length  the  joint  gets  stiff*;  it  especially  you  endeavour  to  dose  the  out- 
cireaks;  there  is  impeded  motion;  inflam-  ward  wound ;  for  as  soon  as  the  outward 
mation  has  supervened,  and  now  prevents  wound  is  closed,  all  apprehension  is  over, 
the  secretion  of  synovia,  and  consequently  There  is  another  case,  that  of  Cooper  in 
the  joint  is  not  lubricated,  so  that  creak-  Clayton's  ward.  "  He  is  18  years  of  age, 
ing  and  impeded  motion  of  it  are  the  and  has  had  a  severe  wound  of  the  left 
first  of  the  bad  symptoms.  Tumefaction  knee-joint;  it  was  occasioned  by  his  fall- 
then  arises  in  the  knee,  swelling  in  the  leg  ing  upon  his  scythe.  He  is  a  strong  lad. 
and  thigh,  and  now  inflammatory  fever  The  point  entered  the  knee-joint,  pene-  . 
rises  to  an  excessive  degree,  so  that  in  eight  tratea  the  capsule,  and,  it  is  supposeo,  cut 
or  ten  days  you  find  the  man  lying  on  nis  the  cartilage.  The  inflammation  is  al- 
back,  not  in  convulsions,  but  stifllened  in  ready  considerable.  Leeches  have  been 
the  expression  of  pain ;  his  face  flushed,  applied,  and  cold  lotions ;  but  notwith- 
his  eyes  sparkling,  his  teeth  closed  almost  standing  all  the  means  employed,  the  in- 
spasmodioiilv,  and  every  limb  in  action,  flammation  continues  unabated."  The  next 
not  tetanically,  but  expressive  of  the  pain  report  says,  that  "  the  inflammation  in- 
he  suffers.  He  is  in  actual  danger,  uen,  volves  the  whole  leg  and  thigh."  Another 
from  the  violence  of  the  inflammation,  report  is  dated  some  weeks  afterwards ;  it 
from  the  sympathizing  condition  of  his  stales  that  **  abscesses  form  in  succession 
system  with  a  state  of  inflammation  now  in  various  parts  of  the  thigh  and  leg,  as 
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well  as  in  the  joint,  and  that  he  is  now  rc.  particularly  call  your  attention.    A  pa- 
duced  extremely  low,  being  very  faint,  so  tient  cornea  into  the  house  with  a  loose 
that  poor  hopes  are  entertained  of  his  re-  cartilage  in  the  knee-joint.    Let  me  re- 
cover\'.''    It  appears,  however,  that  after  mark  to  you,  upon  this  sort  of  case,  that 
remamingin  this  state,  in  danger  of  dying  when  yon  examine  a  person  with  a  loose 
from  hectic,  with  night  sweats  and  diar-  cartilage  in  the  knee-joint,  you  generallv 
rhcea  alternating,  the  constitution  of  a  fine  hear  a  history  of  some  former  accident,  al  • 
healthy  country  lad  struggling  with  the  mostforgotten:  or  perhaps  consequent  upon 
disease,  he  seemed  to  rally  a  little  with  the  that  accident,  there  has  been  inflammation 
assistance  of  generous  diet,  wine,  porter,  and  lameness,  from  which,  however,  he  has 
and  all  that  could  be  g^venitim  to  support  recovered.  After  the  lapse  of  months  ^or  it 
his  strength.    At  length  slowly  and  pro-  may  be  years),  be  is  found  to  have  a  loose 
gressively  he  shewed  improvement;   the  cartilage;  the  character  of  which  is,  that 
great  swelling  of  the  limb  subsided,  the  while  the  patient  is  walking,  or  running, 
abscesses  dosed,  and  there  was  a  hope  of  he  suddenly  feels  as  if  a  bolt  were  ran  be- 
bis  being  dismissed  with  an  anchyf osed  tween  the  ends  of  the  bones ;  he  is  lame, 
joint.    But  then  came  another  mischief,  foils  down,  and  cannot  move  the  joint, 
which  all  are  subject  to  in  large  hospitals.  This  incapacity  is  attended  with  pain,  of 
a  relapse,  attended  with  erysipelas  involv-  a  sickening,  subduing  kind ;  not  like  the 
ing  the  leg  and  thigh,  and  having  a  most  pain  of  an  injury  from  without— not  like 
prejudicial  effect  on  bis  constitution,  and  the  pain  arising  from  a  common  injury, 
carrying   him    back    we  may  say  three  This  takes  place  from  time  to  time,  and 
months  in  the  cure.    He  again  recovered ;  just  when  he  would  desire  to  be  most  ac- 
and  after  being  a  patient  seven  months,  he  tivc  he  is  tripped  and  thrown  down,  and  re- 
was  discharged  with  a  stiff  joint  mains  incapable  of  motion  until  by  knead> 
Thus  you  see  that  what  I  stated  at  first  ing,  and,  as  it  were,coaxing  the  part,  he  gets 
is  pretty  clearly  made  out;  if  you  get  ad-  thecartilagefmm between thesurfacesof the 
hesion,  all  is  right ;  but  if  what  the  vulgar  bones.  I  remember  a  young  surgeon  who  wa^ 
call  the  joint  oil,  comes  out,  if  the  synovia  placed  in  these  provoking  circumstances, 
escape,  if  the  instrument  penetrates  the  When  he  was  called  to  a  patient,  and 
.  joint,  and  the  wound  remains  open,  the  in-  at  the  moment  when  he  was  about  to  cross 
fiammation  spreads  from  the  wound  to  the  the  saddle,  the  loose  cartilage  would  get  be- 
synovial  membrane  and  the  surrounding  tween  the  heads  of  the  femur  and  tibia, 
surface;   then  comes  excessive  pain,  ex-  He  required  to  be  lifted  fh>m  his  horse;  to 
tending  very  slowly,  bnt  at  last  involving  be  placed  in  bed,  and  there  he  remained 
the  thigh  and  leg.    Thus  it  was  iu  this  for  some  days ;  and  this  happened  so  often 
lad ;  the  thigh  became  so  large  that  it  that  he  was  precluded  from  all  hope  of  sac- 
seemed  to  form  the  greatest  part  of  his  cess  in  his  profession.     In  such  a  case,  you 
body;  it  was  as  thick  as  his  waist,  and  might  think  of  operating,  to  extract  the 
suppuration,  as  I  stated,  took  place  under  loose  cartilage ;  bnt  unless  very  serious  re> 
the  quadriceps,  and  between  the  gastrocne-  suits  are  consec^uent  on    the  disease,    I 
mins   and   soleus.     Wherever,  in   short,  would  never  advise  the  operation.    In  that 
there  is  a  givat  depdt  of   loose  cellular  case,  the  means  to  be  adopted  are  the  em- 
membrane,  there  you  find  an  abscess,  just  ployment  of  an  elastic  bandage  and  com- 
as happens  in  gun-shot  fractures.    Look-  press,  which  will  cause  the  absorption  of 
ing,  then,  to  these  effects,  I  hope  you  will  the  effused  synovia  whicl^ attends  the  pre- 
suspend  your  hand  in  cases  of  loose  carti-  sence  of  this  body,  whilst  it  also  keeps  the 
lages  in  the  joint,  and  think  very  seriously  loose  cartilage  confined  in  its  recess,  and 
before  you  cut  into  the  knee ;  because,  al-  prevents  its  fretting  between  the  ends  of  the 
though  the  operation  is  done  with  your  bones,  which  it  is  most  apt  to  do  when  the 
scalpel,  and  according  to  the  most  correct  capsule  is  distended  with  fluid, 
rules,  yet  if  the  cut  does  not  unite,  yon  will        The  woman  to  whose  case  I  particularly 
have  ful  these  consequences,  and  your  pa-  refer,  came  into  the  hospital  with  a  loose 
tient  will  either  die  or  lose  the  limb.  cartilage  in  this  joint.    She  stated,  that 
Before  I  made  these  remarks,  I  ought  to  <*  she  began  to  feel  her  knee  painAil,  and 
have  stated  the  case  of  Thomas  Hawkins,  something  move  in  it,  about  three  years 
a  lad,  aged  17,  admitted  on  the  13th  of  ago."    She  said  <<  she  obtained  no  rest  day 
January,  with  a  gaping  wound  (this  is  a  or  night,  and  there  was  no  cessation  of  the 
case  quite  in  illustration)  over  the  right  pain ;  she  could  walk,  but  she  was  subject 
knee-joint,  bat  not  penetrating  it     Of  to  occasional    extraordinary    lameness;*' 
course  this  is  a  very  different  case  from  the  and,  in  short, "  that  her  suffering  was  so 
last,  and  in  two  months  the  patient  goes  great  that  she  was  willing  to  undergo  any 
out  perfectly  well;  neither  subdued  by  hazard  through  an   operation,  with  the 
hectic,  liable  to  tedious  scrofulous  disease  hopes  of  relief."    The  operation  was  per 
and  absccvft.  nor  with  a  stiff  joint  formed;  an  incision  was  made  on  the  in- 
Now  follows  the  case  to  which  I  more  side  of  the  patella;  ino  loose  cartilages 
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were    withdrawn;    severe    inflammation  liehtly,  and  cut  with  a  perpendicular  edge, 

Yerv  soon  followed,  with  frequent  rigois  tuing  care  to  avoid  pres^-ure;   for  if  ^ou 

aua  cottstitntional  disturbance.    Ail  the  press  on  the  cartilage,  it  may  escape.     At 

means    for    subduing  inflammation  and  last  you  see  nothing  but  the  cobweb  of  the 

pain  were  had  recourse  to  with  every  pos-  proper  capsule  $    you  continue  to  draw 

sible  attention,  but  the  wound  did  not  ad-  the  knife  over  it,  and  out  starts  the  loose 

here ;  inflammation  and  suppuration  com-  cartilage.  But  sometimes  I  have  done  thus : 

menced  in  the  joint,  and  extended  to  the  having  made  the  incision  through  the  integu- 

leg  and  thigh,  very  much  in  the  manner  men ts,  I  take  a  strong  and  straight  couching, 

we  hare  seen  it  take  place  in  the  cases  of  needle,  and  strike  it  through  the  thin  mem. 

accidental  wounds.     There  followed  the  brane,  direct  on  the  cartilage,  and  so  hold 

inflammation  and  suppuration,  that  ex-  it  firm ;   and  then,  drawing  the  knife  by 

hansting  hectic  of  which  1  spoke ;  then  the  side  of  the  point  of  the  needle,  I  bring 

came  sloughing  on  the   hip— and  what  out  the  cartilage  on  the  point  of  the  needle, 

does  this  sloughing  of  the  integuments  of  which  makes  a  pretty  operation.    If  the 

the  sacrum  imply,  if  it  be  not  that  owing  body  escapes  after  you  have  made  the  in- 

to  the  continued  suffering  and  exhaustion,  cision,  and  the  synovia  has  come  out,  and 

the  patient  is  kept  to  one  posture  by  the  you  have  to  bend  the  knee  to  get  hold  of 

excess  of  pain?    There  were  no  hopes  of  the  cartilage,  or  if  you  have  to  put  in  a 

saving  her  life,  except  by  amputation ;  the  pair   of  forceps  to  catch  it,  or  having 

operation  was  performed,  and  from  that  adroitly  brought  out  one,  there  is  a  secono, 

time  she  began  to  rally,  and  she  left  the  as  there  was  in  this  ease,  it  is  ten  chances 

hospital  quite  well.  to  one  that  you  cannot  remove  it  with  so 

With  regard  to  the  operation  of  ex-  slight  and  oblique  an  incision  as  I  have  de- 

tracting  thefe  loose  cartilages,  you  per-  scribed ;  and  then  all  the  mischief  that  I 

ccive  why  you  must  go  to  it  with  fear  and  have  dwelt  upon  is  too  apt  to  result    You 

trembling — ^why  you  do  not  perform  it  nn-  would  hardly  believe  that  a  cut  made  with 

less  in  the  most   urgent    circumstances,  so  clean  an  instrument  should  produce  this 

When  you  do  perform  it,  yon  must  be  care-  mischief,  yet  the  well-informed  student 

ful  so  to  manage  that  there  shall  be  adhe-  knows  that  it  must  be  so,  because,  althoush 

sion.    How  is  that  to  be  effected,  is  the  the  operation  be  done  according  to  rmCf 

question  of  interest?     The  unfortunate  and  is  one  of  the  admitted  or  regular  ope- 

occurrence  in  this  poor  woman's  case,  was  rations,  still  it  is  a  penetrating  wound; 

that  of  having  two  loose  cartilages  to  take  and  if  adhesion  does  not  follow,  misery 

away.   I  do  not  think  I  could  perform  the  and  suffering  result— the  loss  of  the  limb  or 

operation  neatly,  so  as  to  please  myself,  the  loss  of  life. 

where  thera  were  two  cartilages  to  remove ;  There  is  another  case,  but  we  do  not  re- 

the  reason  of  which  you  will  perceive  if  quire  a  regularly  drawn  up  account  of  it. 

I  describe  the  method.    First,  you  must  You  may  see  the  lad  lying  in  the  ward, 

teach  your  assistant  what  he  has  to  do ;  and  take  a  note  of  it  yourselves.    The 

for  the  success  of  the  operation  is  fully  as  circumstances  are  these:— He  is  a  voung 

much  dependent  on  the  assistant  as  on  the  fellow,  who  acknowledges  being  cLrunk. 

operator.    I  have  a  piece  of  board  cnt,  At  the    time    of  the  accident,  he   was 

with  a  semicircular  notch;  and  by  means  thrown  down,  or  Was  lying  down,  and 

of  this,  having  got  the  foreign  body  on  the  trying  to  get  up,  when  a  heavy^  fellow  fell 

hiteral  part  of*Uie  knee,  just  on  the  side  of  upon  him,  with  his  knee  presslnp^  against, 

the  lower  head  of  the  femur,  I  force  it  up  or  rather  falling  upon,  the  outside  of  the 

to  the  angle  where  the  synovial  membrane  thigh,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  push  the 

is  reflected.    I  push  the  board  with  the  knee  in  and  burst  the  lateral  ligament  of 

notch  firmly  against  the  loose  cartilage,  Uie  knee-joint.    I  would  ask  you,  as  ana* 

holding  it,  as  it  were,  in  a  comer  at  ttie  tomists    attending    the    dissecting-room, 

utmost  point  of  the  cavity  of  the  knee,  whether,  when  the  knee  is  thus  broken 

Placing  this  in  the  hands  of  the  assistant,  down,  as  it  were,  and  the  internal  lateral 

he  must  keep  it  steadily  in  that  position,  ligament  is  lacerated,  the  crucial  ligament 

for  if  he  does  not,  the  cartilage  will  ea-  must  not  also  be  sprained ;  for  so  long  as 

cape;  and  if  it  escape,  misery  follows,  the  crucial  ligament  is  entire  the  bones 

The  next  thing  that  you  have   to  con-  are  bound  to|^ther  ?     Yet,  on  the  other 

sider    is,  that  yon  are    not  to  cnt  di-  hand,  if  the  knee  be  a  little  bent,  the  pres- 

rectly  down,  because  you  have  to  provide  sure  may  come  altogether  tu  bear  on  the 

for  an  oblic]^ue  wound,  that  the  lips  may  inner  lateral  ligament,  which,  you  know,  is 

more   certainly  heal,  and  therefore  you  not  very  strong.    Now,  then,  observe  the 

draw  the  integuments  a  little  aside;   and  treatment  in  this  case.    The  limb  is  bound 

having  done  that,  youthen  cut  down  on  up;  every  means  are  taken  to  subdue  inflara- 

thc  cartilage.     I  say,  then,  having  drawn  mation :  a  splint  is  put  on  the  outside  of' 

the  integuments    aside,  you  carry  your  the  knee,  so  as  to  support  the  joint  and 

knifb    (aiiarp   as   a    razor)    across,  very  allow  the  ligament  to  unite. 
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I  shall  take  this  opportanity    of  re-  DR.  rigby's 

luinclinflr  you  of  the  nature  of  these  liga-  _  __^ .^  _„    ^^^^ 

inents.    A  ligament,  in  its  natural  condi-    MIDWIFERY  HOSPITAL  REPORTS. 


tion,  is  white  and  tense,  and  not  very  vas 

cular  i  but  when  it  is  injured,  and  has  be-  oenekai.  i,yino-in  hospitai. 

come  the  seat  of  inflammation,  it  changes  [Continaed  from  p.  188.] 

its  character ;  it  becomes  of  a  grey  colour,  , 

and  quite  vascular,  compared  to  what  it  is 

in  the   natural  condition.     It  is  now  no  DrsTOCEA  pelyica. 

longer  an  inelastic  rope,  binding  the  ends  jy^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  perforation  oc- 

«f  the  bones;  it  has  become  loose  m  its  ^^^^  .„  ^;  i^ospital,  an^  in  both  in- 

texture.      That    is    exactly    what    takes  ^^^^^^     ^^^^^  fj^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^ 

place  here  in  tiiis  accident  to  the  lateral  ^j,^  ^„^  .^  j^j      ^^^  abdominal  inflamma- 

Iigament     The    accident,    ^r  the  most  ^^       ^^^  ^^^er  in  August,  from  an  attack 

part     happens   thus:    an    old    lady  de-  resembling  cholera.    I  mention  the  date, 

scendmg  from  her  carnage,  or  say  an  old  ^^^  jf^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^       ' 

wonjan  coming  down  stairs,  thinks  to  put  passively  hot,  and  when  the  general  state 

her  f<,ot  on  the  pavement  or  the  floor ;  she  ^^  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^         unfavourable  cf. 

is  mistaken,    she  has  a  s(ep  farther  to  ^^j  ^^  ^^  healthiness  of  the  patients.    I 

descend  and  she  oomes  down  with  a  jolt,  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^j^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^.^^^  ^^^^  ^^^ 

with  all  her  weight.    Now  you  remember  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^    ^^^  ^^^  1,^^.      ^^ 

that  the  femur  is  oblioue  both  m  men  aiid  ^.^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^  post-mortem  examina- 

women,    but    particularly    m   the  latter  ^^      ^y^  ^^  ^iit  comparatively  little 

(which  IS  the  reason  why   the  accident  inteJ^st  •  r  j 

most  fre<iuently  takes  place  in  women.) 

The  effect  of  this  obliouity  is,  that  when        ,j,  -  dv«tocea  nelvica  have  been 

the  weiKht  falls  thus,  there  is  a  jar  upon  .    ^^5 ^J*®*  ^i  ^ly^toceap^VS*  '^^^^  *f®" 

«*c    «.i(^uv  latia  V  u  , A^u^  l*.?-  trcatcd  by   inducing  artificial  premature 

the  inner  lateral  hganient  j  and  when  this  ^^^        ^j  .     i„th%ase»  with  i  success- 

has  taken  place,  it  is  apt  to  happen  again  .  •  result 

and  again  in  the  same  knee,  roxAehga.        j,      ,;,  ^    1833.-Sarah  Lambert,  «t 

lucnt  becomes  so  loose  m  its  texture^hat  It  3,      ^cond    pregnancy;    perforation   re- 

Yields  more  and  more  easily  each  successive  !%  .    .  „,  ^,J^«,  i«k;..,i^  „«  „««^„„*  ^r 

►       .  J   au     1         i-  I1    •        _j«   *u^  quired  m  her  former  labour,  on  account  or 

sprain,  and  the  knee  falls  inwards,  the  a«  ^.„:««4:.,«.  ^^^^^*^^»l^  «„«^  «,k;  .k 

olliouitv  of  the  thiKh..K.ne  is  inci^d.  ^^  KllyferhTby  VhTfini:"' tll^^^ 

and  therefore  the  accident  occurss  more  fre-  ^j^^,^  j,/j  „„  ^^^  g^  „f  September.   In 

.mentlv,  and  from  less  and  less  Tiolence  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^j  pre^ancy.  Dr. 

till  at  last  the  patient  cannot  step  at  all.  .  j  jf  .jeertainld  the  defetive 

rhcobliauitvoflhebone.and  the  weak-  j   '  ^  „,  ^^  antero-posterior  diameter, 

ness  of  the  hganifnt,  are  such,  that  she  ^^P.^ . ,  appai«nUy  ^  iiches  at  the  utmost, 

oinnot  bear  her  weight  upon  the  imb.    If,  ArUBcial  prematuie^labour  was  decided 
then  you  are  sent  for  to  an  oW  lady,  and  j  ^^^        ^^       ^^  ^      jj,,  „^ 

she  tells  you  that  coming  out  of  the  car-  j^  'g  ^    ^^       according  to  her  reckon- 

najjc  she  spmined  her  knee,  you  know  that  ,    f  ^^^  ;.„  j„  ^^^  3,,,  ^.»,^ 
It  1.  most  likely  the  inner  ligament  which       ft  „,«  determined  to  attempt  exciUng  the 

IS  hurt;   and  in  examining  the  knee,  you  „terine  contractions,  if  po^^ible,  wiAout 

L"rrk''xrrirjzrn'rsrre:  LraivXri±'i£'±cic;:^'d 

on^  that  you  are  acquainted  with  the  „„j„^  ^^  '^.^^^  „^  ^^^  ^^^„j^  „f  ^^^ 


ease. 


your  mechanical  apparatus 


v».^iui  ...  jruu.  «.cvu«.,.,.»t  »4,i,«.«.u.  tj.  1^      (according  to  her  own  description), 

prevent  a   succession  of  injnnes,  which ^      w****^^   ^  *  j*       /, 

may  destroy  the  natural  protections  of  the  cam©    on,    »nd    continued   re^larlJ  ^" 

joint     The  accident  which  has  occurred  T^nS!;  **"'  ".5f '^  ?n?PP'^±,7[^^ 

1^  *k;»  „ ««  «»«»:o  ^r.  ^iau.»«*  «•«...<>  the  atlernoon  (May  10.)      To  recal  the 

to  this  young  man  is  of  a  different  nature,  ..^^  ^„tmntinu{  mnL  nfrpotn«llv.  fif. 


r«.  oi  fK-l  ElTncr  JnJ;  ininrJ^^X^T  .n^*  "Serine  coutractioiis  more  effectually,  fif- 

.w     ^^.^£ T^nl  ^n2^!r^    hi  teen  grains  of  ext.  coloc.  comp.  were  ffiven 

^k'"'    ""^1  ^w  X  ?»SSr»?3hi?i!  about  six  in  the  evening;  and  in  t  wo  Lura 

M.11  be  securcfl  against  the  effects  which  ^       ,  ,  p '  ,       . 

too  often  follow  the  slighter  jars  of  this  JS^  as^'b^^^^^^  foTl^"  cJd; 


lateral  hgament.  ^„j  ^,,y„^  ^l,^,  ^^  ^,,^  morning  (May  11) 

,^_^  she  fell  much  griped,  and  vomited ;  they 

continued  tolerably  active  all  the  night, 
but  towards  noon  cfiminished  considerablv. 
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At  four  p.u.  the  oa  uteri  was  not  suffi-  by  my  colleague  Dr.  Ley  instantly  with- 
ciently  open  to  admit  the  finger,  the  cervix  drawing  the  stilette  as  so<m  as  he  had 
being  still  very  long.  Towards  night  the  punctured  the  membranes.  As  soon,  there- 
pains  had  almost  entirely  disappeared.  fore,  as  a  little  liquor  amnii  bad  escaped, 

May  12th. — Dr.  Ley  pierced  the  mem-  they  collapsed,  and  thus  closed  the  open- 

branes,  and  instantly  withdrew  the  sti-  ing.    Dr.  L.  has  been  remarkably  success- 

lette,  to  prevent  further  discharge  of  liquor  fui  in  cases  of  artificial  premature  labour, 

amnii,  very  little  of  which  escaped  during  having  in  public  and  private  practice  sue- 

the  rest  of  the  day.  cessfully  treated,  during  1833,  no  fewer 

13th.— Toward  evening  pains  began  to  than  five  or  six  cases, 

come  on,  and  much  liquor  amnii  drib-  The  other  case,  the  particulars  of  which 

bled  away.  I  need  not  relate  at  length,  was  a  short 

Nth.  —  Pains  regular,  and  tolerably  woman,  not  deformed  to  outward  appear- 
strong ;  os  uteri  barely  open  enough  to  ance,  and  who  had  been  delivered  several 
admit  the  finger;  cervix  still  long;  head  times  before  in  the  same  manner,  but  all 
can  be  felt  loose,  and  resting  on  the  supe-  the  children  were  either  bom  dead,  or  died 
nor  aperture.  Towards  the  middle  of  the  shortly  after  birth.  Dr.  Ley  ruptured  the 
day  the  pains  had  considerably  increased  membranes  when,  according  to  her  reckon- 
in  power;  liq.  amnii  still  escapes;  bowels  ing,  she  was  seven  months  and  six  days  ad. 
not  open  since  yesterday ;  the  pains  are  vanced  in  her  pregnancy .  Pains  came  on 
chiefly  in  the  lower  part  of  abdomen,  and  in  forty-eight  hours  after,  and  a  living, 
do  not  appear  to  act  upon  tbe  os  uteri,  but  although  weakly  child,  was  bom,  which, 
run  down  each  thigh.  As  thev  did  not  ap-  though  it  required  a  great  deal  of  care 
pear  to  have  the  character  of  genuine  la-  at  first,  eventually  throve  well, 
bour  pains,  and  exhausted  her  to  little  pur-  I  now  come  to  those  cases  of  dystocea 
pose,  I  gave  her  ten  grains  of  Dover's  where  labour  was  rendered  tedious  or  diffi- 
powdcr,  after  which  they  ceased  for  about  cult  from  the  powers  destined  for  the  ex- 
two  hours.  They  now  returned  much  pulsion  of  the  foetus  being  insufficient,  or 
more  efficaciously,  being  chiefly  in  the  otherwise  faulty.  Four  cases  occurred 
loins;  the  os  uteri  gradually  dilated;  and  where  this  was  more  or  less  evident;  one 
at  34  P.M.  she  was  delivered  of  a  living  was  a  tedious  first  labour,  the  pains  havi 
girl.  The  head  was  much  flattened,  and  ing  been  rendered  irregular  and  ineffective 
the  right  temple  shewed  a  deep  indenta-  from  a  state  of  general  plethora,  and  hav- 
tion,  from  having  been  pressed  so  long  ing  assumed  that  spasmodic  character  cal- 
against  the  promontorium  sacri.  The  lea  false  pains.  In  the  other  three,  the 
child  was  well  formed,  and  what  would  be  application  of  the  forceps  became  neces- 
con8idered_as  having  been  carried  eight  sagr. 
months, 
easily, 

I5th. — reels  comioriaoie;  mm 

little  prominent,  that  the  child  has  refused  woman ;  florid  complexion, 

to  draw  them,  but  sucked  well  from  ano-  l^th — Bowels  have  been  opened  by  eas- 

thcr  patient.  tor  oil :  has  been  complaining  of  pains  for 

16th. — Bowels  opened  by  castor  oil;  and  some  little  time;  they  are  at  the  lower 

a  small  quantity  was  given  to  the  child,  part  of  the  abdomen — not  at  all  in  the 

It  sncks  well,  but  not  its  mother's  breast,  back.    She  had  no  pains  when  I  saw  her. 

18th.~Breasts  beginning  to  swell,  and  Per  vaginam  I  could  feel  the  head  present- 
now  the  child  will  take  her  breast ;  it  ing  through  the  inferior  segment  of  the 
thrives  and  looks  healthy.  uterus,  and  could  just  reach  the  os  uteri, 

which  was  quite  closed,  and  high  up  in  the 

The  attempt  to  excite  uterine  action  hollow  of  the  sacrum.    These  pains  being 

without  previously  rupturing  the  mem-  evidently    spurious,    I    ordered    her    1.5 

brenes,  was  done  at  my  request,  being  a  minims  of  liq.  opii  sid.  in  aq.  menth.  pip. 

practice  which  has  been  very  successfully  '16th. — Passed  the  night    comfortably; 

followed  by  Naegelc.     It  seems  reasonable  pains  returned,  still  in  the  lower  part  of 

to  suppose,  that  the  closer  we  can  imitate  tl\*^  abdomen.    Os  uteri  can  be  reached 

a  natural  labour  in  every  respec%  the  bet-  with  difficulty,  scarcely  dilated  to  the  size 

tcr  will  be  our  chance  of  success ;  and  it  is  of  a  sixpence :  edge  very  thin.     Pains  pro- 

probable  that  many  of  the  unsuccessful  <luce  much  suffering.     Pnlse  full.    vs.  ad 

cases  of  artificial  premature  labour  have  o^^J* 

been  in  consequence  of  allowing  the  liquor  H.  Liq.   Opii  Sed.  |||xxr;    01.   Ricini 

amnii  to  drain  off  entirely.    'The  pressure  Aque  Menth.  pip.  aa  Jss.  fU  haust 

of  the  ntems  has  been  therefore  exerted  ^^^'  sumendus. 

upon  the  child  itself,  which  at  this  early  The   blood    was  unusually  dark  (five 

age  was  much  too  delicate  to  bear  it  with-  o'clock  p.m.);  the  pains  did  not  disappear 

out  injury.    This  was  to  a  degree  avoided  entirely,  but  their  character  changed  im- 
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mediately,  beinof  now  nitnated  in  the  loins,  heart  heating  139  in  the  minute,  a  little 

leaving  tne  abdomen  quite  free.    The  os  to  the  right  of  the  umbilicus,  but  nothing 

uteri  began  to  dilate,  its  edge  to  swell,  so  of  the  placenta.    She  tof)k    10  grains  of 

that  by  three  o'clock  the  next  momlnr  Dover's  powder  at  ni^t,  which  relieved 

(May  17th),  it  had  entirely  disappeared,  the  pains. 

The' bag  of  membranes  projected  nearly  28th.— Towards  eyeninr  the  false  imins 

between  the  labia.    I  therefore  ruptured  returned,  and  she  had  a  draught  of  it^xx. 

them,  having  previously  ascertained  that  ofliq.  onii  sed.  and  it^xv.  of  lic^.  antim. 

the  posteriorfontanelle  was  towards  the  left  tart,  and  the  pains  were  again  relieved, 

foramen  ovale.    The  pains  now  increased  dOth. — Pains  have  begun  to  aflect  the  os 

considerably ;  the  head  came  slowly  upon  uteri,  which  is    open   to  the  size  of  a 

the  perineum,  and  distended  it  so  gradu.  shilling.     Head  presents,  and  I  can  feel  a 

ally,  that  scarcely  any  rupture  was  pro-  fontanelle  towards  the  left  foramen  ovale, 

duced,   although    supported    by  a    mid-  but  cannot  distinguish  which  it  is;  suspect  it 

wife  pupil.    The  child  was  some  time  be-  to  be  the  gi^eat  fontanelle,  as  one  suture  runtf 

fore  tne  shoulders  passed ;  but  as  a  smart  almost  directly  backwards.    Towards  the 

hsBmorrhage  came  on,  I  assisted  it  a  little,  afternoon    the  pains  again  assumed  the 

and  the  rest  of  the  child  soon  followed,  character  of  spurious  ones ;   and  as  the 

The  hemorrhage  ceased,  and  in  the  course  vagina  was  hot  and  dry,  I  bled  her  to  Jxij. 

of  ten  minutes  the  placenta  was  expelled.  The  pains  quickly  became  more  active  and 

The  thickness  or  thinness  of  the  os  uteri  effectual ;  the  os  uteri  dilated,  and  the 

during  labour  is  an  excellent  means  of  head  advanced  near  to  the  perineum,  but 

forming  some  idea  aa  to  its  daration,  and  here  it  remained ;  nor  did  the  pains  pro- 

has  been  straocely  misinterpreted  by  an-  duce  any  effect  upon  it.   The  liquor  amnii 

thors  and  teacnera  of  midwifery.    It  has  has  been  dribbling  all  to-day  and  yester. 

been  eonridered,  that  the  os  uteri  does  not  day.    Towards  midnight  the  pains  dimi- 

dilate  until  its  edge  has  become  thin ;  but  nished  ;    and  at  one  a.m.  I  applied  the 

this  is  very  far  from  being  the  ca^'c,  as  it  forceps,  and  extracted  rather  a  small  head ; 

occurs  in  nature.    The  thin  os  uteri  never  the  rest  of  the  labour  followed  naturally, 

dilates,  nor  will  it  open  until  its  edge  has  Oct.  Ist.— She  complained  towards  even- 

become  thick,  soft,  and  cushiony.    This  ing  of  smart  uterine  pain  ;  the  tongue  was 

fact  is  strikingly  demonstrated  in  the  above  dry,  and  other  symptoms  of  uterine  phle- 

case,  and  is  of  considerable  value  in  deter-  bitis.    Ten  grains  of  calomel  and  four 

mining  how  far  a  venesection,  &c.  has  been  grains  of  antimonial  powder  were  given, 

efficaciouSyby  inducing  gfenuinelabourpains  and  a  hot  poultice  of  linseed  meal  applied 

and  disposing  the  os  uteri  to  dilate.    In  to  the  abdomen.    In  an  hour  afterwards 

cases  wnere  there  is  much  spasmodic  pain,  aba  vomited  ;    but  as  the  bowels  acted 

whether  before  or  after  labour,  accom-  Well,  and  produced  some  copious  bilious 

panied  by  any  vascular  excitement,  tb^  evacuations,  a  considerable  portion  of  the 

liq.  opii  sed.  is  a  form  decidedJv  preferable  powder  must  have  been  retained, 

to  the  conunon  opium ;    it  is  not  only  3d. — Has  felt  free  from  pain,  and  com. 

safer,  on  account  of  being  less  apt  to  sti-  fortable;  daring  the  night  had  a  shivering 

mulate  the  heart  and  render  the  pulse  fit  and  return  of  the  uterine  pain.   A  fresh 

sharp,  but  is  much  more  certain  in  pro-  poultice  was  applied,  and  a  dose  of  carb. 

ducing  its  sedative  effects.  and  sulph.  magnesia  given,  which  pro- 

Oct  1st,  1833. — Esther  Collins,  set  36,  duced  two  or  three  evacuations  during  the 

delivered  of  a  boy;  first  child.    Has  had  night. 

one  miscarriage.    Came  into  the  hospital  3d. — Had  a  fresh  return  of  pain  in  the 

on  the  13th  of  August  with  false  pains;  afternoon,  coming  on  spasmodically ;  pale, 

reckons  that  she  has  gone  her  fall  time,  weak,  and  slightly  hysterical ;  tongue  dry. 

Can  hear  the  fcetal  pulse  a  little  to  the  but  pulse  natural.     Four  grains  of  calo- 

left,  and  below  the  umbilicus — 133  in  the  mel  and  eight  grains  of  Dover's  powder 

minute,  though  not  sufficiently  distinct  for  were  given,  and  several  feculent  evacua- 

me  to  hear  the  double  pulsations.     Pnlse  tions  followed.    The  poultice  to  the  abdo- 

of  the  mother  68.    Can  hear  the  placental  men  was  renewed. 

circulation  no  where,  unless  it  be  a  very  4th.  — -  Passed  a  firm  coagnlum,  with 

indistinct  pulsation  in  the  left  hypogas-  some  portions  of  membrane,  m  the  mom- 

trium.      These  spurious  pains  were  re-  ing.    Bowels  continually  open,  with  much 

moved,  and  she  left  the  hospital.  tenesmus;   stools  consisting  offtakes  of 

Sept.  37th. — Returned  with  pains,  which  lymph,  like  chopped  membrane,  floating 

were  evidently  spurious,  having  no  effect  in  a  reddish  watery  menstruum.      Very 

whatever  upon  the  os  uteri.    Says  that  she  weak ;  tongue  dry  and  brown ;  feels  pain 

has  not  felt  the  motion  of  the  child,  but  it  of  abdomen  when  she  moves.    Hya.  c. 

rolls  over  like  a  heavy  weight  as  she  turns  creta  et  sod»  carb.  aa  gr.  iv.  were  given 

from  side  to  side.     Upon  examining  with  every  two  hours  for  three  times, 

the  stethoscope,  I  could  hear  the  foetal  5th. — Much  pain  of  abdomen.     Eigh- 
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teen  leeches'  were  applied,  and  hyd.  c.  was  rather  an  unusual  form  of  puerperal 

creta  and  sodas  carb.  aa  gr>  i^-  repeated,  disease :    it  was  an  inflamed  state  of  the 

Month  becoming  sore;   and  in  the  after,  mucous  membrane  lining  the  intestines, 

noon  a  quantity  of  hesilthy  biiioij^  faeces  which  appeared  to  have  taken  upon  itself 

was  fluatiog  u|>on  the  evacuation.    Feels  that  secretion  of  coagulable  lymph  which 

better.  is  frequently  effused  by  the  serous  mem- 

6th.^Has  felt  comfortable  during  the  branes    in    inflammation  at  this  periods 

night.    Bowels  open  three  times;  h»&lthy  The  liver  had  entirely  ceased  to  act,  the 

evacuations.  intestinal    contents    appeared  to   consist 

I  should  not  have  given  this  case  at  full  merely  of  those  little  flakes  of  coagulable 
length,  had  not  eve^  part  of  it  been  re-  lymph  in  a  reddish  serum ;  and,  with  a 
plete  with  interest  The  auscultations  view  to  restore  the  biliarv  secretion,  and 
which  were  made  when  she  iirst  came  into  thus  supply  the  intestinal  canal  with  its 
the  hospital  give  a  tolerably  good  view  natural  stimulus,  I  kept  up  such  an  action 
how  far  this  mode  of  diagnosis  may  be  de.  upon  the  system  with  hyd.  c.  cretA,  as 
pended  upon.  The  placental  sound,  to  my  should  induce  slight  salivation, 
mind,  is  not  a  certain  sign^ firstly,  because  Jt  will  perhaps  appear  a  rough  sort  of 
its  absence  cannot  be  considered  to  denote  practice  giving  ten  grains  of  calomel  at  a 
the  child*8  death ;  and,  secondly,  because  dose.  I  do  it  in  these  cases  for  two  rea- 
as  yet  I  know  of  no  certain  diagnostic  be-  sons — first,  because  small  and  repeated 
tween  the  bruit  placentaire  and  that  of  the  doses  of  caJomel  will  not  produce  the  same 
iliac  and  other  arteries.  The  common  effects ;  and,  secondly,  because  in  the  end 
situation  of  the  placenta  is  at  the  back  much  less  is  usually  taJcen,  when  thus  ad- 
part  of  the  fundus ;  and  therefore  in  many  ministered,  than  when  given  in  doses  of 
cases  it  will  be  im]K)S8ible  to  hear  the  rusn  two  or  three  grains.  In  cases  of  uterine 
of  its  circulation.  And  with  regard  to  the  phlebitis,  which  was  the  form  under  which 
second  objection,  I  have  repeatedly  heard  the  first  part  of  her  attack  appeared,  sali- 
a  deep  whizzing  pulsation  in  each  hypo-  yation  is  neither  necesAiry  nor  desirable  : 
gastrium,  which,  urom  the  result  of  the  la-  violent  depletion  by  venesection  and  pur- 
hour,  must  have  been  produced  by  the  gatives  is  not  our  object.  This  must  be 
iliacs.  Auscultators  of  more  tact  and  ex-  to  stimulate  every  excreting  organ  to  gene- 
perience  than  myself  may  (and  perhaps  ral  increased  action ;  and  I  xnow  of  no 
justly),  attribute  my  second  objection  to  remedy  capable  of  exerting  these  effects 
want  of  practice  with  the  stethoscope ;  except  an  eight  or  ten-grain  dose  of  calo- 
bnt  the  strength  of  the  patient's  circula-  mel.  Every  excretion  is  excited  —  the 
tioo,  the  thickness  of  the  abdominal  liver,  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  intes- 
pari^tes,  the  size  of  the  uterus,  &c.  are  so  tines,  the  kidneys,  the  skin,  are  all  roused 
Tariable,  that  I  cannot  place  much  depen-  to  a  state  of  activity ;  and  I  cannot  but 
dence  upon  the  plaoental  sound.  On  the  attribute  the  return  of  lochia  which  fre- 
otber  hand,  the  being  able  to  hear  the  quently  follows  a  dose  of  this  sort  to  a 
foetal  circulation  is  a  very  valuable  addi'  similar  action  exerted  upon  the  uterus, 
tion  to  our  means  of  diagnosis ;  not  only  The  enteritic  affection  which  followed,  re- 
for  deciding  as  to  the  existence  of  preg-  ouired  the  exhibition  of  mercury  in  a  very 
nancy,  but  also  for  ascertaining,  before  la-  aifferent  manner ;  and  as  soon  as  the  state 
hour,  whether  the  child  be  living  or  not.  of  the  gums  shewed  that  it  had  affected 
In  the  above-mentioned  case,  it  was  very  the  system,  an  abatement  of  the  symptoms 
useful  in  preventing  me  from  being  misled  immediately  followed. 

by  a  symptom  of  the  child's  death,  which ,  set.  22, — Oct.  6th,  1833,  out- 

in  most  cases  is  very  certain,  viz.  the  sen-  patient ;   second  pregnancy ;   second  posi- 

satton  of  the  rolling  about  of  a  heavy  tion. 

weight  in  the  abdomen  as  the  patient  turns  An  unhealthy- looking  woman,  whose 

from  one  side  to  the  other.     I  have  once  cast  of  features  so  resembled  those  of  a  de- 

before  seen  this  symptom,  where  tbe  result  formed  person,  that  at  first  I  suspected 

of  the  labour  proved  the  child  to  be  alive,  she  was  so;  was  delivered  with  the  forceps 

and  cannot  account  for  it.  in  her  last  labour.     Pains  came  on  yester- 

The  whole  subject  of  dystocea  from  a  day,  and  they  have  ceased  almost  entirely 

faulty  state  of  the  powers  destined  for  the  for  two  or  three  hours.    Head.ac  the  infe- 

expulsion  of  the  fcetus,  is  oneof  great  im*  nor    aperture;    posterior  fontanelle  for- 

portance  to  the  accoucheur;   and  the  dif-  wards  and  to  the  right,  but  not  bearing  on 

ferent  causes  from  which  it  may  arise  have  the  perineum.      Passages  cool  and  moist ; 

not  been  sufficiently  noticed  in  this  coun-  bowels  confined.     Introduced  the  forceps 

tnr.    The  works  of  Wigand,  Boer,  Von  with  remarkable  ease,  and  extracted  the 

larder,  SchmittmiUler,  &c.  are  compara-  head,  which  was  very  large ;   swelling  of 

tively  but  little  known,  and  contain  much  the  cranial  integuments  on  the  left  side, 

valuable  information  upon  this  subject.  The  child  immediately  shewed  signs  of 

The  attack  which  followed  her  labour  life,  and  the  rest  of  the  body  followed  soon 
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after.  No  haemorrhage.  A  dose  of  eifi^ot 
of  rye  ^ras  given  immediately  after  the 
birth  of  the  child,  and  the  placenta  came 
down  easily. 

It  might  be  asked,  why  was  the  secale 
coroutuin  not  used  to  expedite  labour  in 
this  case  ?  I  would  answer,  because  not 
only  were  the  situation  of  the  head  and 
state  of  the  passages  most  favourable  for 
applying  the  forceps,  but  also,  from  the 
weakly  and  unhealthy  look  of  the  patient, 
and  the  long  cessation  of  the  pains,  1 
did  not  expect  that  the  uterus  would  be 
sufficiently  roused  by  a  dose  of  this  medi- 
cine. The  result  proved  that  I  was  right ; 
for  when  the  child  was  born,  she  declared 
that  she  would  much  sooner  have  me  apply 
the  forceps  than  endurb  one  good  labour 
pain.  The  eigot  which  was  given  after 
the  birth  of  the  child  was  to  ensure  uterine 
contraction  and  prevent  hasmorrhage. 

[To  be  continued.] 


EFFICACY  OF  CUBEBS. 

Dr.  Fenoolio,  of  Turin,  from  a  number 
of  cases  which  he  has  had  under  his  care, 
and  which  are  published  in  the  AnnaU  Uni- 
versalis has  drawn  inferences  highly  favour- 
able  to  the  superior  efficacy  of  cubebs  in 
blennorrhoea.  He  considers  this  medicine 
as  almost  a  specific,  and  is  positive  that  its 
use  is  attended  with  no  ill  consequences. 
The  dose  he  employs  is  three  scruples  a-day, 
administered  in  conserve  of  ro^es;  and, 
as  a  general  fact,  he  states  that  from  two 
to  four  ounces  of  cubebs,  taken  for  a  pe- 
riod varying  from  two  to  four  weeks,  are 
sufficient  to  cure  the  disorder. 


Pharmacopceia  Homceopatbica.  E  did  it 
F.  F.  Quin,  M.D.,  &c.     Price  7s. 

Essai  sur  la  Leucorrh^.  Par  M.  Bu- 
reaud  Riofrey,  D.M.P.     Price  3s.  6d. 


WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  op  BURIALS, 

From  Bills  of  MoaTALiTT,  Majf  13,  1834. 

Absceti  .       1 

Age  and  Debility  .  54 
Apoplexy  •  .  9 
Asthma         .  17 

Cancer  .        .        1 

Childbirth  .  .  6 
Consumption  .  93 
Constipation  or  the 

Bowels  .        1 

Conml«loDs  .  84 
Croup  ...  4 
Dentition  or  Teething  8 
Dropsy  .        .      20 

Dropsyon  the  Brain  9 
Dropsy  on  the  Chest  2 
Fever  ...  10 
Fever,  Intermittent, 

or  Ague     .  6 

Fever,  Scarlet  .  2 
Haemorrhage  1 

Heart,  diseased   .        1 


Hooping>Cough   . 
Inflammation 

16 
4A 

Bowels  &  Stomach 

4 

Brain 

7 

Lungs  and  Pleura 
Insanity        •        . 
Jaundice 

7 
12 

1 

Liver,  diseased     . 

4 

Meawles 

9 

Mortification 

9 

Paralysis 
Rheumatism 

2 
5 

Scrofula 

2 

Smail-Poz     .        • 

n 

Spasms         • 
Stone  and  Gravel 

1 
1 

Thrush 

6 

Unknown  Causes 

b 

Stillborn 


23 


Increase  of  Burials,  as  compared  with  >    ... 
the  preceding  week        .       .        .   5 
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MEDICAL  STATISTICS-MR. 
BROUGHAM'S  BILL. 

We  are  glad  to  find  that  a  legislatiye 
measure,  such  as  that  which  we  recently 
recommended,  is  now  actaally  in  progress : 
we  allude  to  Mr.  Brougham's  Bill  for  the 
better  registration  of'  births,  marriages, 
and  deaths,  throughout  the  kingdom. 
Though  only  collaterally  connected  with 
the  subject,  such  a  bill  cannot  but  greatly 
promote  the  advancement  of  medical  sta- 
tistics. The  expenses  of  the  working  of 
the  machinery,  which  is  to  be  entirely  of  a 
civil  nature,  are  estimated  at  somewhat 
under  70,000/.  per  annum,  which  will  not 
constitute  an  annual  tax  of  more  than  6d. 
on  each  family  throughout  the  land. 


Wind  Tarlable,  8.  W.  prevailing. 
Rain  ftequent  during  the  5th,  otherwise  gene* 
rally  clear. 
Rain  fallen,  •476  of  an  Inch. 
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to  80-14 
8001 
29  92 
2979 
29  6.1 
29-59 
29-77 


Prevailing  wind,  S.W. 

Frequent  showers  during  the  three  last  days, 
otherwise  generally  clear. 
Rain  fallen,  *525  of  an  Inch. 

Charles  Henry  Adams. 


NEW  MEDICAL  WORKS. 

An  Introduction  to  the  Study  and  Practice 
of  Medicine.  By  John  Dowson,  M.D. 
Price  4s.  6d. 


NOTICES. 

Mr.  T.'s  note  shall  be  attended  to. 

The  Plan  of  Medical  Reform  which  has 
been  sent  us  is  under  consideration.  Its 
length  is  against  it,  unless  its  details  be 
particularly  good. 
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W.  Wilson,  Printer,  57, Skinner. Street,  London. 
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DIFFICULT  LABOUR^^INSTRU. 
MENTS. 

APPUCATION  OF  TBB  FORCBPS. 

The  ot  Uteri  mtut  be  dilated,  and  the  head  in 
thejpehu,  before  the  short  fareept  can  be  applied, 
'—Before  w  short  forceps  can  be  applied, 
the  OS  nteri  mnst  be  entirely  dilated,  and 
the  head  must  hare  come  down  into  the 
pelm  sufficiently  low  to  enable  us  to  feel 
one  or  both  ears  distinctly.  You  will 
plainly  perceive  that  the  instrument  can 
neither  be  introduced  without  difficulty, 
nor  worked  without  danger,  unless  the 
month  of  the  womb  be  fully  opened ;  and 
yon  will  equally  understana,  that  it  is  no- 
oessary  to  touch  one  or  both  ears,  because 
they  become  the  guide  to  the  proper  adap- 
tation of  the  blades.  To  employ  the  in- 
•trument  with  advantage,  then,  the  exact 
position  of  the  child's  head  must  be  accu. 
imtely  made  out ;  and  this  we  learn  by  pay- 
ing attention  to  the  situation  of  the  ears 
as  regards  the  pelvis,  and  to  the  irregula- 
rities in  their  form.  We  know  that  the 
back  part  of  the  organ, — the  helix,  or  flap, 
—is  free  and  unattached,  and  looks  to- 
wards the  occiput;  while  the  tragus  is 
bound  more  closely  down,  and  is  directed 
towards  the  face.  Thus  the  position  of  the 
Bar,  in  respect  to  the  pelvic  cavity,  informs 
OS  whether  the  head  has  made  its  turn ; 
and  the  direction  of  the  different  points  of 
the  organ  itself,  determines  whether  the 
face  is  plaeed  backwards  or  forwards. 

338.— XIV. 


As  soon  as  a  necessity  for  instrumental 
interference  appears,  two  questions  of 
some  importance  will  naturally  offer  them- 
selves to  our  mind :  the  6rrt  is,  whether  we 
shall  call  in  the  assistance  of  another  prac- 
titioner,  to  advise  us  by  his  counsel,  to  aid 
us  in  the  operation,  and  to  divide  with  us 
the  responsibility  of  the  case ;  and  the  se- 
cond, whether  we  shall  apprise  the  pa- 
tient of  the  necessity  of  such  help,  and  ob- 
tain her  sanction  and  approval.  So  far  as 
the  first  question  is  concerned,  narrow  po- 
licy might  perhaps  whisper  to  us,  that  we 
should  not  unnecessarily  throw  our  cha- 
racters into  the  hands  of  a  neighbouring, 
probably  a  rival,  and  perhaps  not  very 
friendly,  practitioner.  We  may  be  led  to 
argue,  ihaX  we  are  giving  him  an  undue 
superiority;  that  he  may,  perhaps,  be 
tempted  to  take  advantage  of  the  confi- 
dence we  repose  in  him,  to  worm  himself 
into  the  good  graces  of  our  patient ;  that 
he  may  blazon  it  abroad  he  was  consulted 
in  a  case  so  difficult,  that  we  were  incom- 
petent to  its  management ;  and  that  to  his 
judgment  and  dexterity  the  safety  of  the 
patient  was  to  be  attributed.  A  selfish 
and  narrow-minded  feeling  might  prompt 
us  to  reason  thus;  but  I  should  hope  there 
are  few  men  in  the  profession  (notwith- 
standing the  vituperations  continually 
hurled  at  the  general  body  by  some  por- 
tion of  the  medical  press),  who  would  be 
guilty  of  such  a  breach  of  professional  eti- 
quette, as  implied  in  this  suspicion. 

But  let  us  even  look  at  the  dark- 
est point  of  the  picture :  we  will  suppose 
it  probable  that  the  person  we  consult  will 
take  advantage  of  our  confidence,  and  en- 
deavour to  supplant  usby  specious  misrepre- 
sentation :  stul  I  would  recommend  you  to 
act  on  the  same  principle ;  and,  strong  in 
your  own  acquirements,  in  the  integrity  of 
your  intentions',  and  the  propriety  of  your 
conduct,  to  disregard  the  ill-natured  asper- 
sions which  envy  or  malice  may  circulate 
to  your  discredit:  for  there  is  such  a 
comfort  in  the  division  of  responsibility, 
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such  a  consolation  in  knowing,  if  the  ca.se  and  the  left  ear  to  the  left  side,**ofiering  it- 
turns  out  ill,  that  you  have  not  acted  en-  self,  indeed,  al  the  ontlet  of  the  pelvis,  in 
tirely  on  your  own  judgment,  but- that  the  position  most  fa?ourable  for  its  exit, 
another  party  has  sanctioned  the  means  The  second  is,  where  the.  head  has  passed 
employed,  and  that  all  has  been  done  the  brim,  and  come  down  into  the  pelvis 
which  foresight  could  suggest ;  that  you  diagonally,  with  the  face  towards  the  right 
would  be  unnecessarily  adding  to  your  sacro-iliac  synchondrosis,  the  occiput  to 
own  anxiety  if  you  allowed  any  {letty  iea  the  left  groin,  the  right  ear  under  the  right 
lousy  to  prevent  your  availing  yourselves  groin,  and  the  left  ear  before  the  left 
of  tne  opportunity  offered;— provided,  in-  sacro-iliac  synchondrosis.  The  third  is, 
deed,  the  loss  of  time  which  must  elapse  whf^re  the  head  oflers  itself  just  in  an  op- 
would  not  endanger  the  woman's  safety.  posite  direction  to  the  last,  with  the  face 

The  second  question  will  be  more  easily  looking  backwards  to  the  left  sacroiliac} 
disposed  of.  I  presume  that  no  operation  synchondrosis,  the  occiput  forwards  be- 
in  what  is  miscalled  pure  surgenff  is  under-  hind  the  right  groin,  the  right  ear  against 
taken  without  the  concurrence  of  the  pn-  tiie  right  sacro-iliac  synchondrosis,  and 
tient ;  and  I  do  not  know  why  we  should  the  left  ear  behind  the  left  groin.  The 
place  the  obstetric  branch  of  the  science  on  fourth  is  with  the  face  looking  directly 
a  different  footing  in  this  repeet  from  sur-  towards  the  right  ilium,  the  occiput 
gery  in  general.  Many  rea.sons  would  in-  to  the  left,  the  right  ear  behind  the 
duce  us  to  inform  our  patient  of  the  neces-  pubes,  the  left  ear  against  the  hollow 
si ty  of  relief  being  afTbrded  her,  and  the  of  tbe  sacrum.  The  hfth  with  the  face 
propriety  of  the  means  we  are  about  to  to  the  left  ilium,  the  occiput  to  the 
adopt.  If  instruments  are  had  recourse  to  right,  the  left  ear  behind  the  pubes,  and 
surreptitiimsly,  they  must  be  employed  at  the  right  looking  towards  the  hollow  of 
a  great  disadvantage ;  since  we  cannot,  un  the  sacrum.  The  sixth  is,  where  the  face 
der  these  circumstances,  direct  the  position  has  offered  itself  anteriorly,  has  passed 
and  general  management  of  the  patient  down  diagonally,  looking  to  one  or  other 
with  sufficient  accuracy :  again,  should  it  groin,  and  has  eventually  been  thrown  he- 
be  subsequently  discovered  that  artificial  bind  the  symphisis  pubis,  the  occiput  hav- 
delivery  has  been  practised,  it  will  with  ing  tumea  into  the  hollow  of  the  sacrum, 
great  reason  be  presumed  that  the  instru-  the  right  ear  looking  towards  the  left 
ments  were  used  for  our  own  convenience,  ilium,  and  the  left  ear  towards  the  right 
and  not  for  her  benefit ;  and  should  an  un-  ilium.  The  seventh  case  is  where  tlie  head 
favourable  termination  occur,  we  shall  be  has  also  cleared  the  brim,  with  the  fhce  di- 
most  justly  censured.  Independently  of  rected  forward,  but  where  tlie  turn  just 
these  reasons,  we  have  no  object  in  con-  described  has  not  taken  place,  the  face 
cealing  our  intentions ;  for  we  generally  looking  to  the  right  groin,  the  occiput  to 
find  her  quite  ready  to  submit  to  our  opi-  the  left  sacro-iliac  synchondrosis,  the  right 
nion,  resigned  to  the  necessity  of  the  ope-  ear  to  the  left  groin,  and  the  left  ear  to  the 
ration,  and  most  willing  to  avail  herself  of  right  sacroiliac  synchondrosis.  The  eighth 
those  means  of  relief  which  we  have  it  in  and  last  case  is  just  the  reverse  of  this 
our  power  to  apply.  Nay,  more  4  we  shall  again — namely,  where  the  face  comes 
often  find  it  more  difficult  to  resist  the  im-  down  to  Uie  left  groin,  the  occiput  to  the 
portnnate  entreaties  both  of  the  woman  right  sacro- iliac  synchondrosis,  the  right 
and  her  friends  to  terminate  the  case,  than  ear  towards  the  left  sacro-iliac  synchon- 
to  persuade  them  of  the  necessity,  when  drosis,  and  the  left  ear  behind  the  right 
that  necessity  exists.  groin.    In  the  two  last  situations  the  na- 

Having,  Uien,  called  in  the  advice  and  tural  inclination  of  the  head  is  to  turn* 

assistance  of  a  medical  friend,  having  oouo  with  the  face  under  the  arch  of  tlie  pubes. 
eluded  with  him  that  the  patient's  safety        When  the  head  is  placed  in  any  one  of 

requires  that  instrumental  delivery  should  these  situations,  and  the  symptoms  reqoire 

be  had  recourse  to,  and  that  the  case  is  it,  we  feel  ourselves  warranted  in  attempt* 

fitted  for  the  use  of  the  forceps;  and  hay-  ing  to  deliver  by  the  short  foroeps->pro- 

ing  obtained  her  sanction,  let  us  sit  down  viaed  the  os  uteri  is  fully  dilated — if  we 

calmly  and  quietly  by  tbe  bed-side,  and  de-  can  feel  an  ear  distinctly,  if  there  is  suffi- 

termine  most  correctly  the  position  of  the  cient  space  in  tiie  bony  fiassages  for  the 

head,  if  we  have  not  leam<^  it  before.  head  to  emerge,  and  if  the  soft  parts  are 

Eight tituatwMtfththead. — ^Thereareeight  sufficiently  dilated  to  admit  of  its  exit 

situations  of  the  head  under  which  the  without  suffering  serious  injuxy. 
forceps  are  available.    The  first  is,  where        Before  the  forceps  are  intn>duced,  the 

it  has  fully  made  its  turn,  with  the  fisoe  state  of  the  bladder  and  rectum  must  bo 

into  the  hollow  of  the  sacrum,  the  occiput  particularly  attended  to.     Whetlier  urine 

lying  behind  the  symphisis  pubis,  or  im-  is  detected'by  the  hand  or  not,  a  catheter 

pinging  on  the  upper  maigin  of  the  arch,  should  be  introduced,  that  we  may  assure 

with  the  right  ear  towards  the  right  ilium,  oarselves   of  tlie  oigan  being   perfectly 
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empty;  and  if  any  difScalty  occurti  in  the    peWis  is  made,  and  the  maternal  •true- 
insertion  of  the  common  instrament,  a    tares  might  be  endangered.    It  is  to  pre- 
flexible  tube  should  be  employed.    We    vent  the  necessity  of  remoTlng  Uie  patient 
must  also  ascertain  that  the  rectum  be  not    at  all,  that  some  practitioners  na?e  adapted 
loaded  with  fsBces ;  and  if  so,  it  may  be  re-    a  hinge  in  the  shank,  and  others  prefer  a 
lie?ed  by  a  rimple  enema.    It  is  not  so    handle  attached  to  the  blade  by  a  screw, 
necessary    tu    insist    on    clearing    out    The  woman  being  placed  in  the  position 
the  bowel  as  on  the  complete  evacuation  of    described  by  the  machine,  two  fingers  of 
the  bladder ;  and,  indeea,  when  Uie  child's    the  left  hano,  nreviously  anointed,  must  be 
head  is  fully  occupying  the  pelvic  cavity,    carried  over  the  uppermost  ear,  which  is 
the  stricture  produced  by  it  is  so  great,    generallr  the  one  most  easily  distinguish- 
that  it  is  with  extreme  difficulty  a  dyster    able.    One  blade  of  the  instrument  is  then 
can  be  thrown  up ;  and  even  when  imected,    to  be  taken  is  the  right  band;  beinggently 
the  fluid  only  partially  returns;  so  that  w«    poised    between    three  fingers    and   the 
shall  generally  be  foiled  in  evr  intention    thumb,  its  handle  must  be  lowered,  so  that 
of  emptying  the  lower  intestines.     It  is    the  point  may  slip  up  towards  the  pelvic 
my  pcarace  miwam  to  introduce  the  cathe-    brim,  between  the  fingers  and  the  head, 
10V  hut  not  to  administer  an  enema  unless    (being  directed  over  the  ear  by  the  fingers, 
a»  aceumulation  of  fasces  in  the  rectum  be    which  act  as  the  guide,)  and  insinuated  up- 
evident  to  the  finger.  wards  by  a  gently  waving  or  wriggling 
Modt  cf  applying  the  forcq)i,—We  will    kind  of  motion,    in  the  introduction  the 
take  the  most  easy  case  first,  as  illustratiye    point  must  be  kept  constantly  in  contact 
of  the  mode  in  which  the  forceps  are  to  be    with  the  fcetal  head :  the  attempt  must  be 
iipplied :  assuming  that  the  face  is  in  the    made  in  the  interval  of  pain,  and  desisted 
hollow  of  the  sacnnn,  the  vertex  present-    Arom  should   uterine   contraction   occur, 
ing,  and  the  perineum  somewhat  distended.     On  its  being  so  fully  introduced,  that  the 
It  is  not  necessary  that  we  should  ac-    groove  for  ue  lock  projects  slightly  beyond 
contie  ourselves  in  any  particular  dress,  or    the  external  parts,  it  must  be  preserved  in 
even  take  olT  our  coat,  for  this  operation ;    that  situation    by  the  little  finger  and 
but  it  is  desirable  that  we  shoula  turn  up    thumb  of  the  left  nand,  or  by  an  assistant, 
our  coat  sleeve,  unbutton  the  wristband    and  we  must  pvoeeed  to  pass  up  the  se- 
of  our  diirt,  and  free  the  fore-arm  as  much    cond.    This  must  be  introduced  m  a  simi- 
possible   flrom  any  ligature  which  dren    lar  manner  to  the  first,  being  directed  on 
might  produce.  the  fingers  preyiously  inserted ;  and  if  they 
Having   warmed   the   Instrument,   by    are  both  properly  applied,  the  groove  of 
placing  it  in  a  basin  of  hot  water,  so  as  to    one  blade  will  fall  into  the  groove  of  the 
bring  it  as  nearly  as  possible  to  the  tempo-     other,  so  that  they  will  lock  together  with- 
rature  of  the  woman's  body,  it  must  be    out  difficulty  or  exertion ;  ana  nothing  is 
greased  with  a  little  lard  of  other  simple    left  us  to  do  but  make  extraction.    If  it 
unctuous  substance,  and  introduced  as  I    should  happen,  however,  as  will  often  be 
now  show  yon ;  the  patient  being  placed  in    the  case,  that  when  the  blades  are  both 
the  most  conyenient  situation.    It  is  a    introduced,  they  are  not  perfectly  opposite 
matter  of  great  consequence  for  the  sue-'  to  each  other,  and  consequently  do  not  lock 
cess  of  our  operation,  that  we  should  put    easily,  we  must  not  wrench  them  round,  in 
the  patient  in  a  proper  position, — for  many    order  to  make  them  fit, — for  by  so  doing  we 
failures  have  oocurrea  for  want  of  this    shall  bruise  the  woman's  partB,^but  we 
ye^  simple  caution.  must  withdraw  the  one  last  introduced. 
Still  lying,  then,  in  the  common  ob-    and  pass  it  up  in  a  different  direction, 
stetric  position,  namely,  on  her  left  side ;    We  had  better  introduce  it  two  or  three 
she  must   be    brought   so  close   to    the    times  than  lock  Uie  blades  by  force, 
edge  of  the  bed,  that  the  nates  may  pro-        Another  point  to  be  attended  to  in  the 
ject  somewhat  oyer,  the  knees  must  be    application  of  the  instrument  is,  that  we 
drawn  up  towards  ihe  abdomen,  and  the    uould  take  care  to  introduce  the  blades, 
feet  placed  against  the  bedpost,  or  sup-    so  that  the  grooves  to  form  the  lock  should 
portal  by  an  assistant    The  object  in    be  internal  in  respect  to  each  other,->- 
bringing  the  patient  so  near  the  edge  is,    for  if  this   be    oyerlnoked,  it  is  impos- 
that  the  handle  of   that  instrument  ap-    sible  to  fix  them,    unless    each    handle 
plied  oyer  the  uppermost   ear,   may   be    be  wrenched  completely  round,  or  one  be 
lowered,  and  its  point  easily  introduced,    withdrawn.    On  closing  the  lock,  we  must 
If  we  attempt  to  operate  while  she  remains    be  particular  that  none  of  the  soft  parts 
in  the  middle  of  the  bed,  it  will  be  impoe-    be  pinched,  and  especially  that  none  of  the 
sible  to  depress  the  handle  sufficiently;    hairs  are  entangled  within  the  grooves, 
and  the  point  cannot  be  introduced  .unless        Our  next  indication  is  to  extract;  and 
the  blade  be  carried  up  within  the  sacrum,    we  must  do  this  with  a  regular,  slow,  way- 
and  then  turned  forwards  over  the  ear;  by    ing,  pendulum-like  sweep  fVom  handle  to 
iHiIdh  a  circular  sweep  of  a  por^on  of  the    himdle,  keeping  the  instrument  back  to 
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die  periDDDiQ  u  eloadj  u  we  can.  We 
extract  with  the  li^ht  heDd,  while  we 
mpport  the  perineum  with  the  left.  If 
there  be  pRins,ne  take  •drsnlage  of  them, 

and  act  while  the;  coniinne,  re>IJnf  in  L 

the  iDteiral  or  uterine  conlractioa ;  and  i 

we  then  nliere  the  child's  head  from  pree-  7 

inre,  bj  openin)(  the  lock.     If  there  be 

no  pains,  we   imitnla  nature,  by  workiD([  ' 

for  two  or  three  minute*  tn^ther,  and 
then  relax  in  our  exertiona  for  the  stme 
period,  takins  care  during  the  interral  to 
Kuard  the  lu^  bT  the  fingen,  m)  that  the 
blade*  iball  not'  slip.  In  the  eooree  of 
a  ihort  time,  we  thnll  find  that  the  head 
makei  lome  adrance, — that  the  perineum 
become*  more  diitcnded,  and  at  last  the 
rertex  will  appear  external  I;,  The  direc- 
tion of  onr  power  ii  rhen  to  be  in  some 
deeree  cbanged,  and  we  mntt  fallow  the 
axil  of  the  peliic  outlet.  We  no  lonf^r 
keep  the  handle*  clow  to  the  perinenm, 
bat  turn  them  rather  rorwards,  and  up- 
ward toward*  the  abdomen  i    and,   b.T  a  ~ 

continuance  of  the  lame  pendulum  kind  of  Tlic  iDaracd  cui  irfumnii  ib*  tiaetft  apiilled 
action,  tlie  forehead  will  emerge,  and  e»eii.  Ti'lil'^h'Tr'  ""f  "h***  "*  ''""'Jr"''  ""  '•" 
tnall;  the  face  and  chin;  during  the  pai-  mo"  oAbtlcIip  «t  ib'"™^  oS*ni"?o*'iho 
nge  of  which,  the  perineum  will  demand  ceilipic  of  tbt  boDn  tnu  pr'nanre;  li  nrj 
onr  e*peoial  protection.  willdtfloid. 

In  most  of  Smellle'i  plates  iroa  maj  ob- 
serve thehandlesof  the  forcepi  tied  together    — when  il  iiljiing  diagonally  with  the  face 
bja  tapej  andlhis  practiceisstill  ■dapled    *"  thf  -=-*-■  -'-    -     -    '■- 

bj  man  J-     I  disapproTeafaDch  a  ligature,    drosia, 

because  the  band  possesses  quite  sufficient  It  i"  'ei7  erident  thai  iii  uin,  i.-uc,  au- 
power  to  make  the  requisite  compression  1  though  the  bead  may  be  sufficiently  low 
and  becanae,  if  the  pressure  be  continued  ^  enable  ua  easiW  to  embrace  the  ear,  ititl 
naiDtermptedly,  the  child'*  life  must  be  •'  cannot  be  expelled  or  extracted,  until  it 
placed  in  great  jeopardy  ;  and  for  these  tnm*  into  a  more  favourable  situation  for 
reasons  I  nereTmysdremployil-  its  exit     We  hare  already  den]Dn*trBted 

Cantiouily  and  tenderly  must  thi*  iron  that  the  abon  diameter  of  the  outlet  pftbe 
Instrainent  be  used.  We  mnst  recollect  pelvis  i*  from  side  to  side,  and  the  long 
that  no  ieamtion  can  be  eommnniceted  diameter  from  the  fore  to  the  back  part, 
to  the  operalflr's  hand  of  any  ir«jury  that  which  is  just  thereverseofthebrimi  and,— 
may  be  done  to  the  woman)  and  we  must  inasmucb  as  the  long  diameter  of  the  bead 
remember  that  one  iiyudiclous  thrust,  one  is  in  the  direction  nf  the  short  diameter  of 
Ibtcible  attempt  at  introduction,  one  vio-  the  outlet,  and  nature  will  not  effect  tbe 
lent  effort  in  extraction,  may  brniM>,  mar  necessary  turn,— we  must  perform  it  fur 
lacerate,  may  destroy.  Bearing  in  mind,  her  before  extraction  can  be  accomplished- 
howerer,  the  kind  of  case  in  which  it  1*  This  ii  then  a  more  complicated  case  than 
nseful  and  admis>iblei — bearing  in  mind  theone  jiut  described:  the  symptoms  ate 
the  principle  on  which  it  onght  to  be  em-  the  saipe— the  reason  why  we  should 
ployed  1— recollecting  that  it  is  a  lever  of  employ  instrument*  are  the  same— but 
the  first  kind;— thai  the  iron  blades  have  the  mode  of  using  them  somewhat 
no  feeling,  and  c&nnnt  communicate  to  varies.  It  is  probable  that  in  thi*  case 
our  •ensaliona  a  knowledge  of  the  injury  we  shall  not  be  able  to  feel  the  ear 
we  nay  do,  we  are  not  likely  to  fall  into  which  i*  placed  posteriorly,  but  that  to- 
•ny  grave  error  in  its  application  or  its  ward*  the  pube*  may  be  detected  easily 
Bse.  enough,  and  this  is  all  that  is  necessary 

Uait  ^ applying  Iht  farapi,  uA**  tA«  hmd  for  out  purpose:  because,  if  wr distinguish 
hai  alvsd  Ihi  jHtvit,  Mirrt  making  iti  (urn. —  one  ear,  that  will  become  an  index  to  the 
But  ilii  not  always  in  tbe  kind  of  case  of  other;  and  if  we  pass  a  blade  over  il, 
which  I  have  been  ipeaking  tbat  we  are  and  make  the  second  blade  a  perfect  anta- 
compelled  to  apply  the  forceps;  we  ma;  gonist  to  the  one  first  introduced,  both 
have  to  use  them  when  the  head  has  en-  must  be  pmperly  adjuited.  Having,  then, 
tered  the  pelvis,  beforellhasmadeitstum  introduced  the  forceps  with  the  caution i 
with theCaoeinto tbchollonofthesacrum,    and  gentleness  before  directed,  the  same 
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pendulnm-like  iweep  must  be  used  for  ex-  the  sixth  case,~where  the  face  has  come 
traction ;  but,  independently  of  oar  ex-  forward,  and  the  head  has  made  a  turn, 
tractive  effort  downwards,  we  must  make  with  the  occiput  into  the  hollow  of  the 
a  slow  rotary  motion,  the  wrist  being  sacrum,  and  the  face  behind  the  pubeSy 
directed  outwards  or  inwards,  in  regard  as  it  has  not  adapted  itself  to  the  pelvis  in 
the  face  lies  to  the  right  or  left  side,  so  as  the  most  fortunate  position ;  and  ai. 
to  throw  it  into  the  hollow  of  the  sacrum;  though  the  woman  may  have  had  chil- 
by  which  means  we  convezt  the  case  into  dren  before,  still  it  is  very  probable  that 
one  of  the  first  kind.  We  can  generalW  it  will  not  pass  by  the  nnaided  efforts 
make  this  turn  without  any  neat  dim.  of  nature.  Our  indication  here  is  evi- 
culty ;  but  before  we  attempt  it,  it  is  in-  dently  to  extract  the  child  as  it  lies, 
dispensable  tlmt  we  should  have  accurately  although  the  situation  is  not  the  most 
learned  to  which  side  the  face  was  origi-  favourable  that  could  be  chosen.  I  "should 
nally  directed.  presume  no  one  would  think  of  turning  the 

When  the  hce  is  towards  the  right  side,  face  in  the  hollow  of  the  sacrum  before 
our  object  being  to  turn  it  into  the  hollow  extracting,  because  nature  has  already  ac- 
of  the  sacrum,  the  motion  of  the  wrist  complished  the  greater  part  of  the  difficult} 
most  be  inwards,  or  that  of  semi-prona-  — that  of  bringing  the  lonff  diameter  of  the 
tion ;  but  when  it  is  towards  the  left  side,  head  into  a  line  with  the  long  diameter  of 
it  must  then  be  directed  outwards,  in  the  the  pelvis.  The  same  care  is  requisite  in 
mode  of  semi-supination.  But  you  may  the  introduction  of  the  forceps  in  this 
ask,  how  we  are  to  know  when  the  face  is  case  as  in  others ;  but  in  extracting,  the 
in  the  hollow  of  the  sacrum  ?  This  know-  handles  must  be  kept  farther  back  towards 
ledge  may  be  very  easily  acquired.  I  the  perineum,  because  the  face  will  require 
would  recommend  yon  to  employ  an  in.  a  greater  sweep  to  clear  the  pubes,  than  if 
Btmment  with  strongly-markcKl  rivets  in  the  occiput  were  forward  :  the  head  does 
the  handles ;  and  when  the  blades  are  not  adapt  itself  so  fortunately  to  the  pas- 
over  the  ears,  the  face  will  not  be  in  the  sages;  the  bones  do  not  overlap  each  other 
hollow  of  the  sacrum,  unless  these  rivets  so  completely;  its  general  figure  does  not 
sue  in  an  exact  line  with  the  tubera  iaehii,  become  so  conoid,  and  consequently  con- 
When  the  rivets  are  in  this  situation,  you  siderably  more  room  is  required  for  its 
mav  begin  to  extract,  and  not  attempt  to  transit 
make  any  farther  turn.  Face  towards  either  groin. — We  will  now 

It  is  in  the  application  of  the  instrument  consider  one  of  the  two  last  cases,  where 
under  this  diagonal  position  of  the  head  the  face  is  towards  the  right  groin.  This 
that  the  straight  forceps  are  preferable  to  situation  of  the  head, — as  the  others,— may 
-those  with  a  lateral  curve,  in  the  hands  of  be  learned  by  the  position  of  the  ear  and 
«  young  operator.  The  curved  instrument  attention  to  its  figure.  But  in  making  our 
4>f  Levret  and  Osbom  possesses  a  right  and  examinations  for  this  purpose,  we  must  be 
u,  left  hand  blade,  and  requires  to  be  careful  not  to  double  the  flap  upon  itself, 
adapted  to  the  head  so  that  the  convex  otherwise  we  may  be  lamentablv  deceived, 
edge  should  look  towards  the  face,  and  be  The  instrument  must  be  introduced  over 
directed  along  the  concavity  of  the  sacrum,  the  ears,  in  the  same  manner  as  before, 
when  the  head  has  made  its  turn  and  is  In  this  case  we  have  the  choice  of  two 
passing  outwards ;  and  it  requires  no  little  method)  by  which  to  extract  the  head — we 
consideration,  so  to  adjust  the  blades  that  may  either  bring  the  face  under  the  pubes, 
the  convexity  should  fit  into  the  curve  of  making  a  quarter  turn  of  the  half  pelvis, 
that  bone.  If  the  concave  edge  should  be  or  we  may  make  a  three-quarter  turn,  and 
directed  backwards,  the  points  projecting  throw  it  into  the  hollow  of  the  sacrum, 
beyond  the  child's  head  will  rub  iigainst  Of  these  modes  I  should  certainly  prefer 
the  posterior  part  of  the  pelvis,  and  most  that  in  which  there  is  the  least  turn  to  be 
probably  produce  injury.  It  is  by  no  made — namely,  with  the  face  under  the 
means  impossible  that  this  mistake  in  the  pubes,  provided  it  could  be  effected;  be- 
introduction  of  the  blades  may  occur  to  cause  we  are  less  likely  to  do  injury  to  the 
one  unpractised  in  operative  midwifery;  mother,  and  also  to  the  child.  If  wo 
and  while  such  a  pouUritiiy  exists,  it  is  make  a  three-quarter  torn,  we  may  i^juro 
much  better  td  have  recourse  to  those  the  mother's  ports  by  bruising,  and  per- 
means  which  are  least  likely  to  do  barm,  haps  by  laceration ;  and  we  might  even 
The  advocates  for  the  use  of  the  curved  in-  destroy  the  child  :  for  if  its  body  be 
Btmment  allege  that  it  embraces  the  head  strongly  embraced  by  the  contracted  uterus, 
by  more  points  ofcontact  than  the  straight,  and  do  not  follow  the  extensive  turn 
lois  may  be  true ;  but  even  granting  their  which  we  cause  the  head  to  make,  we  must 
position,  that  superiority  would  not  conn-  infallibly  twist  its  neck  to  a  great  extent ; 
terbalance  the  o&er  inconvenience  attend-  and  we  might  dislocate  the  vertebrae,  to  the 
ant  on  their  adoption.  destruction  of  its  life.    But  althouffh  I  ra- 

Occiput  in  the  hoUow  rf  the  anerum, —  In    commend  you  to  endeavour  to  bring  Uie 
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child  with  it*  Hce  forward,  atiU  if  It  will 
Dot  pan  in  ttuU  direction,  nuber  than 
hare  rccoone  to  the  borrible  eipedlent  of 
ciBDiotomj,  1  woald  adiiie  joa  to  change 
four  melhod  of  acting,  and  tarn  the  face 
into  the  hollow  of  the  ncrom.  1  have 
tnqjKaOj  effected  this  alteration  in  por- 
tion, (buugfa  it  ia  utnallj  attended  with 
MBdl  dlfficnlty. 


he  r>ircc|H  an  htr*  rtimunled  u  ■ppUtd  vben 
ibt  Act  b  illuttil  lonnlitlK  rifbl  groin.  Th> 
lanar  m  thi  Kdp  l>  well  iIIi|>U>t«1  ■!»  Id  IU« 


Hen,  Bgain,  we  remark  the  supcriorily 
of  the  itrai^ht  over  the  laterally  cunred 
fiirrepSi  for  il  !■  ciident,  if  we  appty  a 
ciiri^  iiutniment  while  the  hcaiJ  is  In 
thin  diagiinal  situation,  the  conrex  cdjt« 


„    „  the  pul 

endeatoar  to  direcl  it  backwards, 
bluilea  must  be  wilbdrawa  and  re-a^juet- 
cd,  to  prcTCDt  the  iK>iiit  of  the  initrunwDt 
rubbing  agointt  the  structure*  at  the  poa. 
terior  part  of  the  peliis;  sinca  it  would 
pnijcct  cnnsider«blT  beyond  the  forehead. 
As  the  straight  blades,  on  the  contimrj,  are 
perfectly    similar   in   fonn,   the  -----' 


may  b. 


diitorbing  their  podtlon 


□  thele 


It  is  right  that  we  should  now  caniiider 
vrjiiiiM  the  lymptiims  whii-h  would  induce 
u  to  employ  tlu;  foiceps. 


Some  practitioners  of  rapnte, — as  I  be. 
fore  stated, — deduce  their  rule  altogether 
from  time,  and  My,  that  when  ille  patient 
has  been  twenly-foar  honn  in  itning  la- 
bour from  the  period  at  which  the  mem- 
branes broke,  we  are  wamnted  in  baTing 
reeonne  to  the  short  forceps,  prorided  w« 
can  employ  tbem  without  taiury.  lloDgh 
by  no  means  of  ani*ersal  application,  this 
rule  il  not  to  be  despised  ;  neierlhelen,  ft 
must  be  receitcd  with  much  limitation; 
beoinse  some  women  will  bear  up  against 
the  fhtigne  of  labour  for  twenty-fourboun 
with  less  eihaoition  of  the  constitDtional 
powers  than  others  wilt  sustain  in  six. 
Only  a  few  days  ago  I  was  called  to  « 
patient  in  a  state  of  depression,  fhnn 
which  she  nerer  recnreretl,  alihongh  not 
mora  than  six  hours  had  elapsed  since  the 
mptnre  of  the  membrane*.  I  delircred 
her  under  the  worst  symptoms  of  exhaus- 
tion, such  as  cold  extremities  and  dark 
TomiUng.  She  had  been  in  health  nie- 
Tiously  to  the  accession  of  taboar;  tnere 
had  been  no  hemorrhage  or  laceration,  nor 
any  canse  fur  her  depression,  except  the  Ik- 
tigue eoDscquentongreatnertioru  Inthia 
case  death  would  probably  haTe  taken  plac« 
long  before  the  twenty-foar  hoars  had  ex> 
pired.  The  coorerse  of  this  position  holds 
equollj  good  j  for  in  some  cases  we  shonld 
not  be  warranted  in  baTing  reeonne  to  in> 
struments,  although  the  twenty-fonr  hours 
had  passed ;  because  the  system  will  bare 
■uflmd  oomparatisely  in   a  trifling  de> 

gTBO. 

Others  tell  ni  that  we  are  not  to  pay  any 
attention  to  time,  but  simply  look  to  tin 
symptoms  present.  This,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, is  also  true )  but  the  parts  will  not 
sustain  prcssnre  for  a  continacd  length  of 
lime  without  snOering'  ii^ury.  I  bare 
already  meDiioned,  that  if  (he  bead  hare 
been  im}>acted  for  four  hours  without  ad. 
Tance  and  recession,  I  think  we  are  war- 
ranted in  del  irering,  merely  for  the  porpose 
of  prcserTing  the  soft  itructares  uninjured. 

Drs.  Hunter,  Denman,  and  Osbom, 
trusted  cases  of  labour  almost  entirely  to 
nature.  Osbom,  in  statiog  tbe  symptainl 
requiring  tbe  use  of  forceps,  says,  "  All  the 
powers  of  life  are  exhausted}  all  capacity 
for  further  exertion  is  at  an  end  ;  and  tbe 
mind  as  much  depresaed  as  (be  body — 
tbev  would  at  length  both  sink  together 
under  tbe  influence  of  snch  continued 
but  unavailing  straggles,  unless  resened 
from  it  hy  means  of  arL"  Here  we  neog- 
nize  a  complete  wreck  of  the  powers  of 
life;  and  I  perfectly  agree  with  Profeaeor 
Bums,  that  if  sud>  a  state  be  allowed 
to  take  place,  the  exertions  of  art  will 
In  genera]  prore  as  unavailing  as  the 
struggles  of  nature;— if  all  nnuetty  for 
further  exertion  ia  at  an  end,  we  can 
scarcely  expect  the  xystem  to  rally.    Den- 
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man  mlso  lajs,  **  As  loi^;  as  the  efforts  of  haps,  be  a  slight  aggravation  of  suffering 

the  mother  continne  with  any  degree  of  during  the  use  of  the  instruments,  but 

vigour,  there  is  always  reason  to  hope  that  that  pain  is  comparatively  speedily  ter- 

they  will  ultimatelv  accomplish  the  effect  minated,  and  the  aggregate  quantity  is 

of  expelling  the  child  without  any  arti-  less  than  the  patient  would  have  undergone, 

ficial  assistance ;   in  which  case  the  use  of  had  she  been  trusted  to  her  own  powers, 

the  forceps  is  not  required."    Again,  he  It  has  been  said  that  the  hard  steel  most 

8ay8,"A  practical  rule  has  been  formed,  that  produce  more  pressure  than  the  child's 

the  hraa  of  the  child  shall  have  rested  for  head.    This,  perhaps,  may  be  true  to  a  cer. 

the  hours  as  low  as  the  perineum,  before  the  tain  extent ;  but  it  must  be  remembered 

forceps  are  applied,  although  the  pains  here,  also,  that  the  pressure  does  not  last 

should  have  altogether  ceasea  during  that  so  long,  and  that  the  closing  of  the  instru- 

time;''  so  that  ii  the  head  have  been  on  the  ment  produces  a  partial  compression  of 

perinenm  two  hours,  and  the  woman  be  the  head,  which  must  in  the  same  de. 

sinking  from  exhaustion,  according  to  this  gree  relieve  the  maternal  structures ;  the 

role,  he  would  allow  four  hours  more  to  space  thus  gained  beinff  more  than  the 

elapse  before  he  would  think  of  having  re-  tnickness  of  the  double  blades, 

course  to  the  forceps.  I  consider  it  the  most  difficult  part  of 

We  must  take  these  recommendations  of  my  duty  to  lay  down  rules  for  the  use  of 

Hnnter,  Osbom,  and  Denman,  however,  the  forceps,  universally  applicable.    The 

with  some  limitation,  and  recollect  that  principal  evils  that  we  have  to  fear,  are  a 

thev  lived  at  an  age  when  instrumental  in-  sinking  of  the  jMtient's  strength  by  ex- 

terference  was  frequently  had  recourse  to  baustion ;  laceration  of  the  uterus  or  va- 

unneoessarily ;  that  nature  was  seldom  or  gina ;  such  a  contusion  of  the  vagina  and 

never  allowed  to  accomplish  Jier  object;  perineum  as  to  produce  subsequent  inflam- 

bntthe  hand  was  constantly  thrust  into  mation,  suppuration,  or  sloughing;   and 

the    vagina    and    uterus,  to  dilate    the  inflammation  of  the  uJterus,  firom  excessive 

parts; — instruments   were   employed    to  action. 

extract  the  child  ;~and  the  ruoest  means  With  these  evils  before  us,  I  should  re. 
were  used  to  bring  awa^  the  placen.  commend  you  to  steer  a  middle  course  be. 
ta.  A  most  beneficial  object,  th^,  was  tween  the  two  orders  of  practitioners  just 
gained  by  the  recommenmttions  of  these  mentioned — to  deduce  your  indications 
great  men»  and  the  strong  language  in  partly  from  time,  but  principally  from 
which  they  clothed  their  instructions :  a  s^ptoms ;  and  to  take  care  that  the  pa- 
great  revolution  was  gradually  effected  in  tient's  strength  is  not  so  far  exhausted 
the  practice  of  the  age,  and  obstetricians  before  aid  is  given  as  to  render  recovery 
were  taught  to  rely  more  implicitly  on  the  hopeless ;  for  surely  that  man  who  allows 
powers  and  beneficence  of  nature.  But  death  to  steal  on  by  slow  degrees,  through 
however  useful  it  might  have  been  dqr-  his  own  ignorance,  timidity,  or  supineaess, 
in^  the  lapse  of  the  last  centuiy  to  is  at  least  equally  culpable  with  him  who 
pcunt  in  glowing  colours  the  dangers  of  employs  harmless  means  rather  earlier 
Instrumental  interference,  and  the  all.  than  absolutely  necessary,  with  the  honest 
efficient  agenejr  of  nature,  the  cautions  intention  of  relieving  his  patient  from  pre- 
theninculcatea  are  fortunately,  in  a  great  sent  suffering,  removing  her  out  of  the 
measure,  inapplicable  to  the  present  time,  chance  of  extensive  injuries,  or  snatching 

We  shonla  suppose,  from  reading  the  her  from  threatened  dissolution.    It  must 

terrible  aocoants  of  instrumental  dangers  not  be  supposed,  however,  that  I  am  an 

met  with  in  some  authors,  that  if  a  woman  advocate  for  the  earlv  employment  of  la- 

was  delivered  by  nature,  no  injury  to  the  stmmental  means,  although  of  a  character 

soft  parts  could  possibly  happen ;  but  that  to  do  no  injury.    I  merely  wish  to  state 

if  instruments  were  used,  it  was  necoHHurv  my  conviction  that  such  assistance  had 

that  some    violence  should  be  inflictea.  better  be  rendered,  rather  before  it  is  ae. 

Every  practical  man,  however,  knows  that  tually  called  for,  than  be  delayed  till  it  be 

the  reverse  of  this  is  the  fact ;  for  many  raiher  too  hte. 

cases  occur  in  which,  although  the  pa-  The  rule  which  I  offer  for  your  guidance 

tient   has    been    delivered    without   in.  is  taken  from  a  number  of  cireumstances 

stmmental  aid,  such  a  degree  of  pressure  in  combination.     First,  we  must  attend  to 

has  been  made  bv  the  firm  heaa  of  the  the  previous  history  of  the  patient.  If  she 

child  remaining  mr  a  long  time  in  one  have  hitherto  been  in  good  heatth,  and  is 

position,  as  to  produce  sloughing  of  the  well-formed,  she  is  so  much  more  likely  to 

parts,  and  subsequent  death.     Again^  I  bring  her  child  into  the  world  without  as- 

maintain  that  if  the  forceps  are  properly  sistance  $  if,  however,  she  have  been  con. 

and  tenderly  applied,  and  used  in  a  legiti-  fined  to  her  bed  for  any  length  of  time, 

mate  case,  extraction  by  them  does  not  we  should  expect  the  powers  of  the  sys- 

iiroduce  more  pressure  or  pain  than  would  tem  might  uot  be  sufficient  for  the  end  pro- 

lave  occurred  in  the  same  case  had  it  been  posed;    though   this    observation    by    no 

left  to  nature.    There  may,,  indeed,  per-  means  applies  universally,  for  in  tha  last 
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stam  of  the  most  debilitatinff  diieases-      ditcbai^   from   the   vagina  ;    and    

■acn  as  dropsy  and  phthisis — the  labour  is  symptom   usaallj  Is  not  snffidentlj  at- 
nsually  tenninated  naturally.    Again,  if  tended   to.      I    seldom  or  nerer  saw  a 
the  patient  has  had  children  before,  we  case  in  which  exhaustion  was  approach, 
■honld  expect  that  this  may  be  bom  also ;  ing,  that  was  not  accompanied  by  this  pe. 
unless,  indeed,  the  head  be  very  laige,  or  culiar  uterine  discharge.    Sometimes  there 
strongly  ossified,  or  wrongly  placed,  or  by-  is  merely  a  stain  on  the  linen,  at  others  it 
drocephalic.  flows  away  in  large  quantity.    It  posseaset 
Suindty,  we  must  look  to  the  duration  of  a  faint  and  unpleasant  odour,  though  not 
the  labour.    This  is  generally  attended  to  in  the  least  putrid.    This  discharge  has 
by  the  patient  and  her  friends  (who  are,  of  been  looked  upon  as    meconium  mixed 
course,  unable  to  form  a  judgment  by  with  the  liquor  amnii;  and  its  appearance 
symptoms),  more  than  any  other  circum-  has  been  considered  as  a  sure  tett  of  the 
stance.    It  is  certainly  a  ffood  general  rule  death  of  the  child,  because  it  is  generally 
to  consider,  that  if  the  labour  has  lasted  supposed,  that  when  the  head  is  present- 
more  than  twenty-four    hours  from  the  ing,  the  meconium  would  not  appear  ez- 
rupture  of  the  membmnes,  there  is  a  great  temally  unless  it  had  been  Toidedtrom  the 
probability  that  instruments  will  be  re-  bowels  in  the  last  death-struggle.    I  am 
quired ;   and  that  if  the  head  has  been  persuaded,  however,  that  it  is  not  meco- 
impacted  four  hours,  the  soft  parts  must  nium ;  and  I  have  known  many  children 
be  much  endangered.  bom  alive,  who  had  been  declared  dead 
Thirdly,  we  must  rM^ard  the  progress  of  from  this  erroneous  impression.  I  believe  it 
the  labour.   Ifthe  head  advances  at  all,  and  consists  in  an  altered  secretion  from  the 
benotimpacted,  provided  the  strength  and  surface  of  the  uterus,  consequent  upcm 
spirits  are  good,  there  is  no  need  to  interfere ;  great  exertion  and  long-continued  action ; 
but  if  no-  progress  have  been  made  for  a  and  look  upon  it  as  one  of  the  first indica* 
number  of  hours,  and  especially   if  im-  tions  of  exhaustion, 
paction  should  have  existed  for  four  hours,  Again :  exhaustion  is    known    by   the 
then,— provided  an  ear  can  be  felt^ — and  the  breathing  being  hurried,  by  the  oonnte- 
parts  are  not  so  rigid  as  to  endanger  lace-  nance  becoming  anxious,  the  eyes  dull  and 
ration,  we  are  justified  in  employing  the  sunk  in    dieir  sockets,   the    appearance 
forceps.  around  them  dark,  and  the  cheeks  exceed. 
Fourthly,  we  must  consider  the  remain-  ingly  pale,  sallow,  or  flushed  in  patches, 
ing  strength.     Women  often  suppose  they  The  face,  indeed,  generally  assumes  much 
are  sinking,  and  will  be  earnest  in  their  of  the  character  g^ven  to  it  in  low  fever, 
declarations  that  they  have  not  strength  The  tongue  will  also  guide  us  in  our 
left    to    go  through  their  labour,  when  opinion.    If  the  mouth,  indeed,  is  moist 
their  power  is  nnimpaired ;  although  there  and  clean,  there  cannot  be  much  fever; 
may  be  a  feeling  of  weariness.    There  is  but  if  the  tongue  become  loaded  with  a 
no  word  so  much  abu&ed  in  the  Iving-in  white'fur,fever  is  present;  or  if  it  be  coat- 
room  as  exhauttion.    The  patient  will  often  ed  with  a  dry  brown  sordes,  that  is  one  in- 
assure  us  she  is  perfectly  exhausted,  when  dication  of  commencing  exhaustion, 
the  uterus  is  acting  with  undiminished  Vomiting  also  occurs  in  consequence  of 
energy ;  the  solicitous  friends  will  echo  the,    exhaustion  from  great  exertion,  as  it  ac- 
same  sentiment,    while   she  is    walking  companies  depression  of  the  powers  in 
about  the  room,  leaning  on  her  nurse's  the    last    stage   of   fever.      The   matter 
arm.      Exhaustion  is    accompanied    and  ejected  from  the  stomach  is  of  the  same 
known  by  a  very  quick  pulse;  if  it  be  un-  character  in  both  cases ;   it  is  blackish, 
der  100  beats  in  a  minute,  there  is  seldom  or  has  a  cofiee-ground  appearance,  and  it 
occasion  for  apprehension ;  but  if  it  have  maybe  fetid.  We  must  discriminate  this  vo- 
graduall^  mounted  to  120,  130,  or  140,  miting,*a8  I  have  before  remarked,— from 
our  suspicions  should  be  awakened  to  the  that  which  occurs  at  the  commencement  of 
probability  of  approaching  exhaustion.    It  labour,  as  a  consequence  of  the  opening  of 
IS  also  known  by  the  pains  gradually  sub.  the  os  uteri ;  nor  is  it  probable  that  we 
siding  in  frequency,  strength,  and  dura-  shall  mistake  it. 

tion.  We  must  not  confound  with  this  Shivering  is  another  symptom  of  ex- 
state  the  sudden  suspension  of  uterine  ac-  haustton,  and  it  also  indicates  great  local 
tion,  which  we  sometimes  observe  in  the  injury  either  to  the  pelvic  structures,  from 
progress  of  the  most  natural  labour,  and  pressure,  or  to  the  uterus  itself, 
which  we  can  seldom  account  for;  the  Coldness  of  the  extremities,  accompa- 
pnlse,  tongue,  countenance,  and  spirits,  re*  nied  with  clammy  perspiration,  is  a  very 
maining  good  and  unaltered : — when  the  unfavourable  sign  indeea :  if  Uiere  be  cold 
pains  accline  {torn  a  continuance  of  ex-  sweats  over  the  legs,  arms,  and  neck,  we 
ertion,  there  are  other  accompanying  may  consider  that  the  patient  is  in  immi- 
symptoms  which  indicate  distress.  nent  dan^r. 

Another  proof  of  commencing  ei^haus-  If  delirium    be   present,  we  may  be 

.tion   is  a  peculiar  olive-coloiued  green  perfectly  satisfied  that  there  issome*mis. 
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^hiflf  goiog  on  cither  io  the  uterus,  the  pel.  the  uterus,— if  there  be  green  discharge, 

▼is,  or  the  liesd ;  and  such  a  case  would  with  heat  and  tumefaction  of  the  ?agina — 

require  extreme  care.    We  may,  peihaps,  if  there  be  preternatural  soreness  of  the 

be  inclined  to  bleed.    Delivery  will  often  vulm— if  the  head  have  been  locked  for 

at  once  relieve  this  distressing  symptom,  four  hours,  and  made  no  progress  for  six 

Another  state  of  mental  aberration  is  that  or    eight    hours,— if    there    be    hurried 

of  low  muttering.    The  woman  lies  quiet,  bieathing,  delirium,  or  coldness  of  the  ex. 

appears  to  be  talking  constantly  and  ra-  tremities,— then  we  are  at  any  rate  war. 

pidly,  but  her  articulation  is  imperfect ;  ranted  in  having  recourse  to  the  forceps, 

and  deliveiy  affords  the  only  chance  of  even  if  the  labour  have  not  lasted  the 

savinff  life  under  this  state.    We  generally  limited  period  of  twenty-four  hours :  and 

ftnd  these  two  last  symptoms  follow  long,  we  should  be  acting  injudiciously  to  allow 

continued  wakefulness  and  want  of  sleep ;  the  case  to  proceed  until  the  last-named 

whicH,  of  itself,  is  one  of  the  many  indi.  symptoms  appear,  without  relief  being  of. 

cations  of  exhausted  powers.  ferea. 

The  Jijth  indication  is  the  state  of  the  But  so  long  as  the  uterus  is  acting  with 

passages.     If  these  are  moist,  soft,  oool,  eneigy,  the  strength  and  spiriu  good,  the 

and  not  tender— if  we  can  pass  our  finger  countenance  natural    and    cheerAil,   the 

all  round  the  head  easily,  we  may  be  sure  pulse  under  100,  the  tongue  and  mouth 

that  there  is  no  impaction,  and  we  need  moist  and  clean— so  long  as  there  is  no 

not  deliver  for  their  sake ;  but  if  the  parts  vomiting  nor  rigors,  nor  heat,  swelling  or 

become  dry,  hot,  swollen,  and  painful,  so  tenderness  of  parts  \  no  gpreen  discharge, 

that  the  patient  can  scarcely  bear  the  least  no  pidn  on  pressing  the  abdomen — so  long 

touch  upon  them,  then   there  must  be  as  the  head  retreats  in  the  absence  and  ad. 

injurious    pressure,    and,  —  to    prevent  vances  in  the  presence  of  pain— so  long  as 

doughinff,— we  must  terminate  the  labour,  the  ^  is  any  progress  in  the  labour  from  hour 

though  there  should  be  but  few  of  the  ge-  to  hour — so  long  there  can  be  no  necessity 

serai  symptoms  that  I  have  mention^;  for  instrumental  aid;  although  the  case 

bat  it  is  seldom,  indeed,  that  local  injury  may  have  lasted  beyond  the  specified  limit 
exists  in  any  put  of  the  body  without  the 

whole  system  sjrmpathizing.     If  the  pa-      

tient  be  robust,  we  may  bleed  fh>m  the  p.  iNTrAT    nRQFPVATiONS 

arm;  if  we  cannot  venture  to  take  blood,  CLINICAL  OBSERVATIONS 

we  may  use  fomentations,  and  endeavour,  on 

by  local  and  general  means,  to  remove  the  *  rATA'RAPT 

inflammation:  and  if  the  case  be  adapted  L.AiAiX.Ai.  i. 

for  it,  we  may  have  recourse  to  the  use  of  Br    Baron  Dupcttrbic. 

the  diort  forceps.    The  longer  the  pres-     „       ,u    *. »  ^   y    i%      vn  v  ^       i  ji 

.««•  i.  .»^«.*s«...J  *li«  »/«««  »;il  <»<».JI»ll»     Vtom  the  "  Lecons  Ormlcs/'  published  perlodl- 
sure  IS  continued,  the  worse  will  generally  g^,jy^  ^^^  t^,  B«ron*«  innpection. 

the  case  become.  

FinaUy,  the  state  of  the  uterine  tumor  _  ^        t     ,     /•  ^ 

becomes  an  indication  for  delivery.     If  Different  hntU  of  Cataract. 

the  abdomen  be  not  tender  on  pressure,  Eleven  cases  of  cataract  have  recently 

there  is  no  inflammation;  but  if  the  appli.  been  operated  upon  in  the  Hdtel  Dieu, 

cation  of  the  hand  can  scarcely  be  borne,  we  by  tiie  method  to  which  I  usually  ^ve  the 

have  every  reason  to  fear  the  approach  of  preference-— depression  ;  and  I  am  mduced 

diseased  action.    There  is  no  question  that  to  take  this  opportunity  of  offering  some 

inflammation  of  the  uterus  itself  may  be  general  remarks  upon  the  subject.    Like 

prodnoed  by  a  long  continuance  of  its  ex-  manv  other  diseases,   cataract  has  been 

ccssive  exertion ;  but  as  this  is  usually  divided  into  a  certain  number  of  species. 

accompanied  by  diminished  power  in  the  Simple  cataract  consists  in  mere  opacity  of 

general  system,  it   is  seldom  to  be  re.  the  crystalline  lens;  and  another  species, 

moved  by  bleeding ;  under  such  a  state,  which  is  nearly  as  commonly  met  with  as 

indeed,  it  would  not  be  always  safb  to  ab-  this,  is  that  wnich  arises  from  opacity  of 

stract  blood  freely :  delivery  offers  the  only  the  crystalloid  membrane:  it  is  denomi. 

rational  method  of  relief.  nated  memh'anoui  cataract    This  kind  is 

Summoru  of  jymptoms.^^  If,  then,  the  pains  particularly  f^quent  among  infants,  with 

are  subsiding  gradually,  or  have  entirely  some  of  whom  it  is  congenital.    Saunders 

disappeared, — if  the  strength  is  fkiling,  has  found  it  present  in  twenty-one  in- 

tbe  spirits  sinkiiig,  the  countenance  be.  stances  out  of  forty-five.    It  is  in  this  case 

coming  anxions^-^if  Uie  pulse  be  120, 190,  most  usually  complete— very  rarely  ineom. 

<ir  140,  in  the  minute,— the  tongue  coated  plete.    Adults  are  affected  with  it  com. 

with  a  white  slime,  or  dry,  brown,  and  monly  as  a  consequence  of  blows,  bruises, 

raspy, — ^if  the  patient  be  vomiting  a  dark  or  punctures,  received  on  the  ball  of  the 

coffee-gTovnd.like  matter,— if  then  have  eye.    It  is  also  observed  in  persons  of 

been  two  or  three  rigors,— if,  on  prassing  scrofulous  habit,  and  in  those  cases  whera 

the  abdomen,  then  is  great  tenderness  of  extraction  has  been  effected  without  tak- 
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ing  care  to  remoTe  the  capsule.    In  its  some  of  her  fiunily.    Shewasooasiderablv 

incomplete  form,  it  has  various  appear-  aboyeeowhenhersight  began  U> be tronUedf. 

ances.    The  central  kind  is  the  most  com-  In  the  course  of  eighteen  months  both 

mon, — so  called  by  Saunders,  as  its  seat  crystallines    had    become  opaque.      £>e> 

is  chiefly  in  the  centre  of  the  crystalloid  pression  was  practised  on  one  of  them, 

capsule.    When  in  children  it  makes  its  which  restored  the  £eunilty  of  vision ;  nor 

first  appearance  after  birth,  it  is  recoff-  was  it  subsequently  disturbed.    At  above 

nized  by  a  prominent,  opaque,  and  pearnr  90  she  could  still  see  very  well :  the  other 

point  in  the  middle  of  the  capsule.    This  cataract  was   not  meddled  with.     Her 

point  proceeds  downwards,  and  radiates,  daughter,  at  the  age  of  28,  b^gan  to  com- 

in  filaments,  as  it  approaches  the  circum-  plain^f  weakness  of  si^ht,  and  was  soon 

ferenoe ;  nor  is  vision  immediately  lost,  unable  to  guide  herwlf  in  her  walks,  yet 

This  s|iecies  of  Uie  complaint  is  always  she  could  distinguish  day  from  night :  the 

accompanied  by  a  convulsive  movement  of  pupils   were   moveable   and   the   globes 

Uie  eyes,  which,  as  it  were,  turn  on  their  sound.    I  operated  on  her  when  she  was 

axis,  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  to  the  30,  and  by  the  same  method  used  with  the 

light  successive  transparent  portions  of  the  mother.  It  proved  to  be  attended  with  equal 

membrane.    The  eyelids,  and  sometimes  success.     For  ten  years  after  she  sufleied 

the  head  itself,  are  affected  with  a  similar  no  inconvenience  from  vision  of  this  side, 

movement,     apparently    for    the    same  so  that  she  was  tempted  to  request  an  ope- 

puipose.  ration  for  the  other  eye.    Tne  journals  of 

Next  after  this  variety  comes,  in  point  the  day  were  full  of  the  praises  of  a  certain 

of  frequencT,  the  mAUcy,  ifi,  pnUpy  cataract,  oculist,  and  to  him  she  applied.    He  per^ 

The  ciystaltine,  in  this  instance,  is  very  formed  it  bv  extraction.    But,  as  often 

soft  in  its  whole  structure:  sometimes  the  happens  with  this  method  of  treating  ca- 

soltness  is  confined  to  a  part  of  it;  but  it  taract,  the  consequences  were  unfavounu 

is  often  also  converted  altogether  into  a  ble :  inflammation,  with  much  pain,  set 

white,  milky,  opaque  liquid.  in ;  the  cornea  became  opaque, and  the  pa 

The  crystalloid  membrane  and  the  lens  tient  lost  her  eye;  altnouffh  the  other, 
itself  are  both  liable  to  become  incrusted  which  had  been  operated  on  Dydepression^ 
with  a  quantity  of  phosphate  of  lime,  and  remained  undisturbed  in  all  its  functions, 
to  ac<juire  a  bony  hardness,  which  is  clearly  The  son  of  this  lady,  aged  17,  had  two 
jierceived  when  the  instrument  comes  in  cataracts,  which  were  treated  with  de- 
contact  with  the  organ.  In  thb  case  we  pression  at  the  H6tel  Dien,and  the  patient 
have  cataract  by  ossificatUm.  Finally,  ac-  did  weU.  There  was  also  another  grand, 
cording  to  some  authors,  the  malady  puts  son  of  the  old  lady,  who  was  brought  to 
on  occasionally  that  appearance  which  me,  with  the  crystallines  beginning  to  be 
they  call  6kc^ cataract  'Fhis  should  be  per-  opaque;  and  afterwards  a  grand-danghter, 
fectiv  distinct  from  amaurosis,  and  discemi  who  could  only  see  objects  through  a 
ble  by  manifest  signs—sometimes  reflect-  cloud — the  precurM>ry  symptom  of  opacity 
ing  several  colours  at  once,  sometimes  of  the  lens.  Here,  then,  we  had  the  srana- 
brownish,  sometimes  greenish,  and  again  mother,  daughter,  and  tiiree  grandchildren, 
radiating  with  white  strias  from  the  lua^  all  affected  with  cataract  The  case  can- 
ground,  and  in  every  case  accompanied  by  not  but  be  considend  as  veiy  remarkable, 
a  great  mobility  of  the  iris.    M.  Delpech, 

among  others,  has  denied  the  existence  of        I  have  operated  in  a  great  number  of 

this  species;  and  I  must  confess  I  have  cases  of  congenital   cataract,   and  it  is 

never  myself  met  with  a  real  case  of  bUuk  worth  observing,  that  I  have  never  met 

cataract.      Pelletan    and     Giraud    once  with  any  of  those  miraculous  cireumstances 

tJiought  they  had  found  a  case  of  the  kind;  so  much  dwelt  upon  by  some  authon.    I 

and  requested  me  to  examine  it ;  but  it  have  never  found  that  persons  on  whom  I 

seemed  to  me  to  be  merely  an  amaurosis,  was  instrumental  in  bestowing    visiony 

Howeveae,  as  MM.  P.  and  6,  persisted  in  made  those  marvellous  remarks  on  the  dis« 

their  opinion,  and  entreated  me  to  operate  tance,  form,  and  colour  of  objects,  the  to. 

on  their  patient,  I  did  so,  and  extracted  a  dtal  of  which  has  given  rise  to  such  dis- 

crystalline,  which  was  perfectly  tound.    The  quisitions  on  the  part  of  the  philosophen 

operation  was  not  attended  by  any  acci-  of  mind.    On  the  contrary,  I  have  almost 

dent,  but  the  patient  still  remained  in  always  observed  that  the  blind  by  cataract, 

darkness,  the  retina  being  paralysed.  whether  the  malady  was  congenital  or  of 

It  would  seem  that  cataract  sometimes  yeiy  long  standing,  having  been  accus- 

rcsults  from  hereditary  diapeeitUm.    The  fol-  tomed  to  live  with  the  aid  of  fonr  senses 

lowing  is  a  case  which  appears  to  put  the  only,  wen  generally  embarrassed  by  the 

fact  beyond  a  doubt  adiution  of  the  new  one :  they  found  it 

diflicult  to  combine  its  action  with  that  of 

CkBK.^Several  memben  rf  a  family  off  celed  (he  others,  and,  in  many  instances,  shewed 

with  I  he  complaint.^  An  aged  lady  came  one  such  an  indolence  in  availing  themselves  of 

day  to  the  consultation,  accompanied  by  it,  that  I  have  been  sometimes  obliged  to 
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deprive  them  of  the  use  of  one  or  move  of  get  of  the  diichaige  of  the  vitreooa  hndiour. 
their  other  aetues,  in  order  that  they  might  In  old  men,  the  eye  is  nsaally  deeply  sunk 
be  indnced  to  exerciBe  that  of  viiion.  in  the  orbi^  or  perhaps  the  globe  itself  is 
Thos  I  have  stopped  up  the  ears  of  a  child  not  well  developed ;  in  which  case  extrac- 
who  used  to  guide  hims^  by>  sounds  and  tion  is  particularlv  difficult  Among  peo. 
by  the  impressions  received  through  his  pie  of  all  ages  there  are  individuals  in 
hands^  which  he  constantly  thrust  out  be*  whom,  owing  to  an  aberration  in  the 
fore  him,  like  tentacula.  movement,  or  in  the  shape  or  relative  pro- 
But  the  difficulties  are  sometimes  so  se.  portions  of  this  oigan,  tnis  method  is  pre. 
nous,  that  I  have  often  foiled  in  restoring  carious,  and  by  no  means  easy ;  other  per- 
vision,  though  the  eye  to  all  appearance  sons,  again,  are  subject  to  rapid  and  con- 
has  been  perfectly  treated.  There  might  vuLnve  motions  of  the  eye ;  and,  in  short, 
have  been  in  these  cases  disease  of  the  op-  it  may  be  observed,  that  when  an  indivi- 
tic  nerves,  either  at  their  decussation  or  at  dual  nad  been  deprived  of  sight  for  a  time, 
their  origin ;  or,  perhaps,  as  in  members  he  loses  the  habit  of  fixinpf  his  eye,  along 
which  have  long  been  paralysed  and  atro-  with  the  habit  of  seeing  with  it,  tne  move- 
phied  by  inaction,  the  parts  could  not  re-  ments  of  the  globe  being  no  longer  obe- 
sume  those  powers  to  which  they  had  so  dient  to  his  will. 

long  been  unaccustomed.  But  whatever  mode  of  proceeding  we 

adoptfls  to  the  operation  itMlf,  it  is  highly 
iumorM  CH  inaimentf  and  tMmffermd  moaa  neoessaiy  that  we  take  some  preliminary 
afopvaiwg.  means  of  precaution.  We  must  haye  a 
With  regard  to  the  diiferettt  modes  of  special  regard  to  the  state  of  the  atmo- 
operating  for  cataract,  depression  is  the  sphere  and  the  prevalent  medical  constitu- 
one  to  which  I  am  decidedly  partial :  to  tion  i  also  the  habit  of  body  of  the  patient 
extraction  I  verv  rarely  haye  recourse,  and  must  be  thoroughly  understood.  There 
only  in  cases  wliere  it  is  manifestly  indi-  are  some  dreumstanoes  connected  with 
cated,  as,  for  instance,  where  the  crystal-  this  point  which  often  render  it  advisable 
line  or  its  membrane  has  undergone  such  to  defer  the  operation :  the  patient  may 
a  change  as  to  render  its  absorption  impos-  labour  under  rheumatism,  or  pulmonary 
sible.  It  is  a  most  improper  precept  given  catarrh,  or  disorder  of  the  stomach,  bowels^ 
by  some  surgeons,  to  aepress  in  every  in*  Ace  If  rheumatism  be  present,  the  opera- 
stance,  or,  indeed,  to  practise  any  one  mode  tion  may  cause  a  metastasb  to  the  head, 
of  operating  invariably  in  every  case ;  for  and  a  very  serious  ophthalmia  may  be  the 
we  cannot,  a  priori^  determine  which  ope-  consequence.  *  A  cough  may  bring  the 
ration  ought  to  be  preferred.  We  cannot  in  blood  too  much  to  the  head ;  and  if  depres- 
suigery,anymoretJianinmedicine,invaria-  sion  have  been  practised,  there  may  be 
bly  a^opt  the  same  means  in  order  to  ef-  danger  of  the  cataract  rising  again  from 
feet  the  same  end :  thus,  in  regard  to  cata-  the  efforts  made  in  coughing.  Complaint 
met,  we  must  take  into  consideration  the  of  the  stomach,  again,  may  cause  similar 
age  of  the  subject,  and  various  circum-  disturbances ;  and  we  must  recollect,  be- 
stances  connected  with  the  shape  and  size  sides,  the  strong  sympathy  between  the 
of  the  oraan  affected;  we  must  look  to  the  stomach  and  the  eyes.  Moreover,  if  we 
degrree  of  energy  of  the  absori>ent  system ;  operate  while  the  stomach  is  out  of  order, 
and  perhaps  it  may  be  said  in  general,  we  shall  have  to  observe  a  tedious  diete- 
that  depression  is  most  suited  for  children,  tic  after-treatment,  to  which  we  may  not 
extraction  for  old  age.  In  early  life  the  find  children  and  old  people  very  amena> 
vital  functions  are  in  all  their  vigour;  ab-  hie.  The  presence  of  piles  is  another  ob^ 
sorption  of  the  lens  commences  the  very  stade  which  must  be  attended  to :  the 
moment  the  part  loses  its  living  proper-  application  of  leeches  to  the  anus,  in  this 
ties;  and,  besides,  at  tnis  period  the  crys-  case,  is  strongly  to  be  recommended,  both 
talline  is  never  so  hard  as  in  more  ad-  for  its  local  and  revulsive  effects, 
vanced  age,  and  consequently  not  so  re-  The  immediate  preparations  which  I 
fractory  to  the  process  of  absorption.  In  generally  prescribe  are  some  baths,  lave- 
old  people  it  is  just  the  reverse,  and  the  ments,  emollient  drinks,  and  general  or 
lens  is  often  of  remarkable  baroness.  I  local  bleeding,  according  to  cireumstances. 
have  found  the  crystalline  perfectly  unab-  A  little  castor  oil  may  occasionally  be  ad- 
sorbed in  aged  patients,  who  had  been  ministered  with  advantage ;  and  if  the 
operated  on  by  depression  above  two  eje  be  yeiy  irritable  or  convulsive,  we 
years  before  thefr  deaths.  There  are,  how.  should  Hccustom  it  to  surgical  manoeuvres 
ever,  some  cireumstances  which  tend  to  resembling  the  operation.  If  we  mean  to 
render  depression  the  more  desirable  mode  proceed  by  keratonyxis,  we  should  drop  in 
of  treatment  for  both  the  young  and  old.  between  the  eyelids  a  little  of  the  solution 
Children  are  not  very  manageable,  and  it  of  the  extract  of  belladuniia,  or  of  cherry, 
is  difficult  to  prevent  them  from  raising  laurel  water,  for  the  purpose  of  producing 
their  hand»  during  the  operation,  so  that  a  dilatation  of  the  pupil, 
wlicn  wc  proceed  to  extract,  there  i$  dan-  In  the  great  mnjority  of  vases  I  prcf(qr 
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keeping  the  patient  in  his  bed,  when  he  ii  retina^— a  Tery  common  occurrence,  as  in- 
undergoing  the  operation :  it  may  be  rather  deed  scarcely  a  week  passes  that  we  have 
an  unfavourabie  method  for  extraction,  not  examples  of  it  in  our  wards,  or  at  the 
but  for  couching  the  advantage  of  such  a  public  consultation.  Scrofulous  children 
position  is  obvious.  Sbould  syncope  oc-  are  most  frequently  affected  with  it,  and  the 
cur,  an  embarrassing  accident  for  the  ope-  nature  of  the  malady  can  be  recognized 
rator,  it  must  be  greatly  alleviated  by  the  while  yet  the  little  patients  are  at  a  dis- 
recumbent  posture.  tance  from  us :  they  approach  with  un^ 
After  the  operation  the  eyes  must  be  steady  steps,  with  their  hands  up  to  their 
carefully  bandaged,  and  the  patient  kept  faces  to  keep  away  the  light;  and  when 
in  darkness.  Low  diet  and  perfect  repose  brought  to  the  window  they  turn  awair 
must  be  enjoined.  If  there  be  signs  of  abruptly,  covering  their  eyes  closely  with 
congestion  about  the  head,  venesection  is  their  hands,  and  the  more  they  are  desired 
advisable;  and  it  must  be  repeated,  if  to  remove  them,  the  more  strongly  they 
pains  of  the  head  or  eyes  continue.  If  persist  in  the  action ;  they  resist  their  re- 
vomiting  supervene,  as  is  almost  invariably  moval :  attempt  to  open  the  eyelids,  and 
the  case  wito  children,  an  anodyne  draught  they  struggle  violently ;  they  cry  loudly 
is  prescribed,  and  after  that,  if  necessary,  if  you  succeed,  but  still  the  eye  is  turned 
Seltzer  water,  or  the  potion  de  Bxoiire,  upward,  so  as  to  cover  the  transparent 
When  the  patient  is  affected  with  double  cornea.  It  is  quite  a  hemeraphobia !  Now 
cataract,  it  is  preferable  to  operate  on  only  can  we  call  this  an  inflammation  of  the 
one  eye  at  first,  and  not  to  touch  the  other  iris  ?  Surely  not  exactly ;  for  this  ma- 
till  the  first  is  cured.  .  Experience  has  lady  constantly  exists  in  a  high  degree, 
shown  the  propriety  of  this  proceeding,  without  giving  rise  to  any  such  phenome* 
while  the  laws  of  physiology  are  strongly  non.  We  must,  in  short,  admit  it  to  be  a 
in  its  favour.  Two  simuTtaneons  opera-  true  phlegmasia  of  the  retina — that  ner- 
tions  must  necessarily  be  much  more  yous  membrane  of  exquisite  sensibility, 
serious  for  the  patient  than  one,  and  the  which  has  such  delicate  functions  to  per- 
consequent  inflammation  may  be  attended  form  in  receiving  and  transmitting  the  im- 
with  accidents  much  less  manageable  for  pressions  of  lignt.  Inflammation  of  the 
the  practitioner.  It  is  also  worthy  of  part  reacts  on  the  iris,  and  causes  that  con- 
notice,  that  this  inflammation  very  rarely  traction  of  the  pupil  which  we  might  easily 
is  equally  regular  in  both  e^es :  it  may  bie  mistake  for  a  symptom  of  iritis, 
veiy  seveie  in  one  of  them,  and  even  pro-  There  is  another  complication  of  cata- 
duce  complete  disorganization,  while  the  ract,  which  we  ought  by  no  means  to  pass 
other  is  but  slightly  affected.  This,  how-  over  without  noticing :  it  is  paralysis  of 
ever,  is  no  more  than  is  commonly  ob-  the  retina,  which  often  renders  the  opera- 
served  in  the  simultaneous  occurrence  of  tion  completely  nugatory.  In  some  indi- 
inflammation  in  organs  which  are  double,  viduals  we  may  observe  certain  peculiari- 
ties which  strongly  tend  to  establish,  if 
Complieationi  of  Cataract,  not  an  absolute  certainty,  at  least  a  high 

Let  me  now  direct  your  attention  to  the  presumption,  that  they  are  affected  with 

complications  which  attend  on  cataract,  this  paralysis.     A  young  man,  of  about  28 

The  chief  of  these,  and  by  far  the  most  years  of  age,  who  is  at  present  a  patient  in 

cmnmon,   is    contraction    of    the    pupil,  this  hospital,  is  affected  with  accidental 

This  affection   is   sometimes   carried  to  membranous  cataract—that  is  to  say,  he 

such   an  extent,  that  the  aperture  shall  has  had  a  contusion  on  the  anterior  part  (^ 

scarcely  admit  the  blade  of  the  couching  the  globe  of  the  eye.    The  capsule  is  not 

needle.    It  is  most  frequently  observed  in  wholly  altered;  several  points  of  its  sur- 

persons  of  a  scrofulous  habit,  and  it  is  face,  as  well  as  the  lens  itself,  are  per. 

connected  with  an  inflammation  of  the  fectly  transparent ;  yet  his  sight  is  gone'— 

retina,  distinguished  by  a  thickening  and  he  cannot  distinguish  day    from    night 

redness  of  the  latter.    Taken  in  time,  it  An  aged  woman,  on  whom  I  operated  in 

yields  to  antiphlogistics,  and  the  applica-  December  last,  presents  us  with  a  contrary 

tion  of  a  little  extract    of   belladonna,  example.     Although  her  lens  was  entirely 

Another  complication  is  the  adhesion  of  opaque,  she  still  had  the  power  of  vision 

the  crystalline  capsule  to  the  back  of  the  in  some  small  degree ;  she  could  distin- 

iris,  or  of  the  lens  to  the  membrane  that  guish  light  from  darkness.    Now,  whence 

contains  it,  or  of  the  iris  to  the  <nliary  the  difference — ^what  is  the  reason  that  this 

cirele,  &c. ;  all  which  maladies  are,  in  ge-  young  man  is  deprived  of  all  perception  of 

neral,  only  the  results  of  inflammation  of  luminous  rays  ?     You  will  all  agree  that 

the  iris.  there  must  be  something  more  in  the  ease 

We  should,  however,  be  on  our  guard  than  the  mere  existence  of  cataract ;  and, 

when  we  meet  with  an  appearance  of  this  indeed,  there  is  but  little  room  to  doubt 

kind :  for  it  often  happens  that  the  inflam-  that  the  cause  of  the  phenomenon  is  sim- 

mation  of  the  iris  is  not  primary,  but  sym-  ply  paralysis  of  the  retina.     Little  hope, 

pathetic,  with  an  inflamed  state  of  the  therefore,  remains  that  we  should  be  able 
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to  re-eatabllih  his  powers  of  ▼isioo.    Yet  state ;  while  the  long-sighted  (presbytes) 

the  patient  wishes  ns  to  operate,  notwith-  are  more  embarrassed  than  before  the  ca- 

•tanaing.    The  desire  of  getting  rid  of  a  taract  formed.    The  latter  require  a  lens 

deformity  is,  no  doubt,  a  strong  motive  to  be  placed  before  the  eye,  as  a  substitute 

with  him.     I  have  often  met  with  persons  for  the  crystalline ;  but  the  use  of  such  ar- 

(particnlarly  of  the  other  sex)  who,  under  tificial  means  ought  not  to  be  allowed 

similarcircnmfltances,reoue8ted  to  have  the  them  till  some  time  after  the  operation  has 

operation  performed,  although  they  knew  been  performed,  otherwise  the  intensity  of 

well  they  should  not  recover  their  sight :  the  impressions  produced  will  inflame  the 

theywereindnoed,howeTer,todo  so  through  eye,  and  defeat  the  object  of  all  that  has 

•  desire  of  being  freed  from  an  unsighUy  lieen  accomplished, 

appearance :  with  one  of  them  an  intended  It  is  a  remarkable  circumstance  that  the 

marriage  was  in  question ;  and  I  have  yield-  crystalline,  which  is  so  steady  in  its  proper 

ed  sometimes  to  importunity.    No  accident  place,  when  in  a  healthy  condition,  be. 

occurred;  but  such  motives  are  in  general  comes  subject  to  displacement  when  it  has 

too  frivolous,  when  a  man  can  live  without  lost    its    transparency.      Sometimes    it 

inconvenience  with  a  cataract  in  his  eye.  passes  altogether  into  the  anterior  or  pos- 

TVe  should  therefore  endeavour  to  persuade  tenor  chamber  of  the  eye^more  rarely 

our  patient  to  forego  the  operation.  into  the  former;  and,  again,  it  is  found 

It  sometimes  happens,  however  cleverly  only  partly  detached  and  floating,  so  as 
the  operation  of  couching  may  hare  been  incompletely  to  obstruct  the  pupil.  It  is 
perfoimed,  that  the  lens  rises  again,'  and  by  displacement  of  this  nature  it  has  some- 
interferes  with  vision.  Coughing,  ill-regn-  times  happened  that  patients  with  cata- 
lated  movements  on  the  part  of  the  pa-  ract  have  suddenly  recovered  their  sight, 
tient,  and  nnmeroos  other  causes,  may  after  an  abmpt  movement,  or  a  blow  in- 
lead  to  the  occurrence  of  this  accident.  flicted  on  the  head  or  the  eye :  and  there 

It  is  always  a  mortifying  occurrence  for  are  cases  on  record  which  show  that  there 

the  patient,  who,  after  Having  recovered  his  are  individuals  who  have  the  extraordinary 

aight,  again  finds  himself  deprived  of  it  power  of   removing  at  pleasure,  bv  the 

In  such  cases,  if  the  cataract  had  been  de-  simple  influence  of  their  will,  the  affected 

pressed  en  moMse,  we  might  take  either  of  crystalline  firom  one  chamber  of  the  eye  to 

two  courses, — leave  it  as  it  is,  that  it  may  the  other ;  a  very  remarkable  example  of 

be  absorbed ;  or,  what  is  better,  as  the  ab-  this  you  will  find  in  M.  Demours'  work 

sorption  may  be  tedious,  depress  it  once  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Eye. 

moTtf  just  as  if  it  had  never  been  meddled  All  the  pathological  varieties  of  cataract 

with.     Cases  have  occurred  in  which  it  which  I  have  now  brought  to  your  notice, 

has  been  necessary  to  repeat  the  operation  may,  as  you  can  readily  conceive,  require 

four  times ;  and  it  may  be  observed,  that  different  'modiScations  in  the  treatment, 

the  repetition  seems  to  diminish  the  risk  manual  or  medical,  according  to  their  se- 

of  iU  consequences  to  the  patient  veral  natures  and  causes.    If  the  contrac- 

There  have  been  instances  also  of  the  tion  of  the  pupil  be  the  result  of  acute  in- 

lens  rising  after  a  certain  time— not  wholly,  flammation,  antiphlogistics,  the  applica- 

bnt  in  part,  the  remainder  of  it  having  tion  of  leeches  to  the  angle  of  the  eye,  cup- 

either  been  absorbed,  or  become  embedded  ping  the  temples,  and  especially  bleeding 

in  the  vitreous  humour.    An  old  man,  on  in  tne  feet,  will  serve  to  remove  it;  but  if 

whom  I  operated  not  long  since,  presented  the  affection  be  of  a  chronic  kind,  and 

us  with  an  example  of  Uiis  variety.    Ca-  there  be  no  symptoms  of  inflammation 

taract  may  also  re- appear  behind  the  pupil,  present,  these  methods  will  be  of  no  ijse: 

eren  after  the  lens  have  been  broken  up;  we  should  then  find  it  beneficial  to  rub  in 

in  this  case,  the  parts  become  re-united ;  belladonna,  or  (better  still)  to  apply  the 

but  this  sort  of  cataracts,  called  eataraeti  cherry  laurel-water,  in  order  to  dilate  the 

hf  aggiomtrationf  are  in  general  more  easily  pupif,  and  thus  to  facilitate  the  operation. 

absorbed  than  when    the    lens    remains  Experience  enables  me  to  observe,  that 

whole.    And  when  the  process  fortunately  in  cataracts  complicated  with  considerable 

takes  place,  it  is  interesting  to  observe  contraction  of  tiie  pupil,  the  capsule  of 

the  pleasure  with  which  ^e  patients  are  the  lens  frequently  adheres  to  the  hinder 

affected;  they,  in  fact,  seem  to  have  joy  in  surface  of  the  iris.    If  the  case  be  sufli- 

this  progressive  improvement,  in  a  higher  ciently  recent,  the  lymph  not  being  yet  in 

degree  than  melancholy  as  the  disease  ad-  a  condensed    form,    belladonna    will  be 

▼anced.     Sometimes,  however,  the   debris  found  to  be  very  useful ;  for  the  iris,  acting 

are  obstinate,  and  interfere  for  a  long  time  under  its  influence,  interferes  with  the  re- 

with  vision ;  in  this  case,  depression  is  ob-  cent  agglutination,  and  leaves  little  more 

▼iously  to  be  recommended.  for  the  operator  to  do.     But  if  the  lymph 

After  the  operation,  it  may  be  observed  be  already  oiganized,  the  needle  must  be 

that  short-sighted  persons  (myopes)  have  brought  between  the  two  membranes,  and 

more  correct  vision  than  an  their  natural  their  union  must  be  dissolved  before  de- 
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pression  is  practised.    Thef«  is  also  great  town  to  see  the  wife  of  a  sawyer,  in  la* 

difference  in  the  maoner  in  which  the  iris  hour  with  her  second  child.     She  was  a 

adheres  to  the  ciliary  circle  in  different  healthy  Tounff  woman  (her  appearance 

in^viduals:  in  some,  it  is  so  extensire  ^^s  that  of  rude  health),  and  in   her 

and  intimate,  that  great  difficulty  is  ex-  twenty-secoud  year.    At  eleven  o'clock 

penenced  when  we  would  sepsmte  Aem,  .    the-"  forenoon  I  obeyed  my  summons, 

Ss''rs""ra"Slf  2?^^hJ^^^^^^^  and  learned  diat  the^ains^ad  been 

whilst  in  other  instances  it  gires  way  to  "~»fir  «>r  thirteen  hours,  and  the  mem- 

the  slightest  foroe.  *»?"«  ruptured  about  six.    As  the  mid. 

When  the  lens,  whether  affected  with  wife  had  felt  something  anusual  about 

cataract  or  not,  becomes  displaced,   the  the  head  of  the  child,  which  had  not 

general  rule  with  me  is,  if  it  gi?e  rise  to  latterly  descended,  notwithstanding^  the 

no  inflammatory  action,  to  leave  it  to  it-  brisk  contractions  of  the  uterus,  further 

self— but  to  operate  as  soon  as  signs  of  aid  was  naturally  desired  by  her,  as  well 

inflammation  are  noticed :  in  fact,  if  the  ^s  by  the  patient  and  friends, 

crystalline    be   not   opaque,   noting  is  On  making  my  examination  I  found 

gained  by  its  extraction;  and  if  it  be,  ^^  ^.j^j^.g  ^  presented  to  the  pubes, 

wTe^  th^^nrhr^me^^embm  In  5?!  td"'^'^  •^If/'^rhfTSi^ 

the  vitreous  humour,  there  is  evidently  no.  distended,  anparently^  with  blood;  the 

thing  to  be  done  but  to  leave  it  as  it  is,  tumefaction  being  universall v  soft,  but 

for  the  cirenmstances  are  just  those  of  ""»  an^  inelastic.     Ihis  1  then  eonsi- 

depression,  and  this  part  is  in  the  proper  dered  to  be  what  is  commonljr  denomi- 

state  for  the  action  of  the  absorbents,  nated  **  tumor  of  tba  scalp^'  in  the  f<e- 

Lastly,  when  the  crystalline  lens  has  ob-  tus,  a  frequent  eanseof  delay  in  parturi- 

tained   an   entrance    into    the    anterior  lion,  and,  together  with  the  position  of 

chamber  of  the  eve,  the  operation  is  simple  the  head,  fairty  to  explain  the  reason  of 

and^casy.    In  the  generally  of  caees,  a.  the  protracted  duration  of  the  labour, 

small  incision  of  the  cornea  may  be  made,  Qne  ear  could  be  plainly  felt  by  the 

when  extn^ion  with  tiie  needleean  easUy  fi^^^ .  ^^^j  ^^^^  circumstances  thus 

Sniq^peraiian.^h,  one  case  on  which  *»\*^>  ^  ^'^  T/ JS^^S"  *!  ""^^7  ^ 

T  operetedV  in  1819, 1  ventured  to  adopt  a  f^H*"/  ^*"^i  ^^""^  ^  ^1  P*''^  u^ 

new  method.    My  patient  was  a  man  4«d  ^y  introducing  the  entire  hand  into  the 

34:  the  lens,  affected  with  cataract,  got  vagina  for  the  purpose  of  searebmg  for 

into  the  anterior  chamber,  as  it  seemed,  the  other.     I  advised  an  parties  to  exer- 

on  the  head  being  bent  suddenly  down-  cise  their  patience ;  and  af%er  informing 

wards.    There  was   much    inflammation  the  midwife  of  what  I  had  ascertained, 

present:  venesection,  baths,  and  purgatives^  requested  her  to  send  for  me  again  if 

were  had  recourse  to;  after  which  I  pro-  the  case  did  not  proceed  to  her  satis- 

oeeded  to  operate.    I  introduced  the  needle  faction 

through  tiie  icleiotic  coat,  at  about  two  At  six  o'clock  in  the  evening  my  at- 

intVSTanterior.^and  there  transfixed  tiie  ™««*fire  to  bring  my  instruments,  ^  no 
lens.  I  tiien  drew  it  back  into  the  pos-  progressin  labour  had  been  made-  Such 
terior  chamber,  in  the  lower  part  of  which  Pwved  to  be  the  fact,  for  the  head  was 
I  held  it  for  a  time  before  I  withdrew  the  y^nfiTi  <».  ^n  the  morning,  at  the  brim  of 
needle.  The  man  was  immediately  re-  the  pelvis,  not  having  in  the  least  de- 
stored  to  sight,  got  well  without  any  ac-  gree  descended  under  the  incessant,  and 
cident,  and  left  the  hospital  in  six  days  what  may  be  called  even  violent,  con- 
9^r.  traction  of  the  uterus.  The  scalp  was 
1 "  somewhat  more  tumefied ;  the  woman's 

THE  DELIVERY  OF  A  CHILD,  *?^°fi^  "'^  W"!r"?i  *^/l^^  "^""V 

'  the  pulse  was  at  96,  full  and  firm ;  the 

Having  a  Second  Imperfect  Fcstut  eontakud  external  parts  were   tender,  and  ako 

in  the  udecfitt  Scalp  and  Face.  slightly  swollen.     It  was  now  evident 

Bt  G.  BvaT,  Esq.,  op  Firnham,  that  some  serious  obstacle  to  delivery 

Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Sargeons,  and  existed,  and  that  the  powers  of  nature 

Member  and  LiceoUate  of  the  Society  were  unavailing;  and  therefore  I  deter- 

of  Apotbecarie.  in  Londan.  „|„e^  ^^  performing  artificial  delivery 

"""^  without  loss  of  time. 

On  Uie  21st  of  October,  1833,  I  was  I  first  endeavoured,  with  the  aid  of 

called  in  by  one  of  the  midwives  of  this  my  hand,  to  tarn  the  face  of  the  child 
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into  the  concav  it^  of  the  sacrum,  but  was  vagina,  but  could  not  carry  it  any  farther, 

not  able  to  da  it,  seemingljr  baffled  by  The  presence  of  the  head,  and  the  conti- 

the  strong*  uterine  action,  which  repelled  guity  of  the  other  part  of  the  child,  entire, 

tlie  face  and  occiput  into  their  former  si-  Ty  prevented  me  from  retainine  the  foot 

tiiations  as  soon  as  they  were  brought  even  in  this  situation,  when  I  tried  to 

to  correspond  to  the  lateral  parts  of  the  reintroduce  my  hand  into  the  womb  to 

pelvis.    The  latter  object,  however,  was  gain  the  other  extremity.    I  was,  there- 

tkr  from  being  perfectly  accomplished,  tore,  constrained  to  abandon  all  hopes 

wherefore,  thinking  the  face  or  forehead  of  gettin^^  down  both  leflfs,  and  tu  be 

might  be  lodged  on,  or  impacted  he-  content  with  one  only.    With  this  one 

hind,  the  pubes,  I  next  attempted  to  ex-  foot  I  made   pretty  strong  attempts ; 

tricate  it  with  the  vectis;  but  this  effort  but  thejr  were  quite  fruitless,  as  I  could 

was  alike  unsuccessful,  not  being  equal  not  get  it  to  descend  even  to  the  external 

to  effect  the  least  descent  of  the  head,  orifice. 

The  forceps  were  then  resorted  to,  and  Being  thus  frustrated  in  each  mode  of 

although  from  some  cause,  at  the  time  delivery,  and  there  being  now  some  ob- 

not  discoverable,  the  blades  were  inca-  vious  source  ofimpediment  in  the  child, the 

pable  of  being  locked,  there  being  an  destruction  of  the  latter  presented  itself 

interval  of  nearly  an  inch  between  the  as  the  last  and  indispensable  means  to 

two,  some  little  advance  appeared  to  be  be  resorted  to.    The  woman's  strength 

made  by  the  traction,  which  was  em-  was  much  exhausted,  and  the  pains  con- 

Kloyed  with  a  fair  purchase.  For  nearly  tinucd  dreadfully  violent,  and  without 
alf  an  hour  I  exerted  considerable  the  intermission  of  scarcely  a  minute, 
force  with  this  instrument,  perhaps  more  It  was  now  half-^ast  seven  o'clock,  and 
than  I  had  ever  used  before,  and  was  at  doubtless  the  action  of  the  uterus  was 
length  obliged  to  relinquish  it,  from  its  greatly  increased  by  my  efforts :  I  ac- 
total  inadequacy.  cOrdingly  repaired  to  my  bouse  for  the 
When  applying  the  forceps  I  did  not  instruments  further  necessary,  which  oc- 
satisfactorily  maxe  out  both  ears  {re-  cupied  only  a  few  minutes ;  and  soon 
specting  which  I  was  not  particular,  after  re«^ntering  the  room,  just  as  I  was 
since  there  had  been  no  pulsation  in  about  to  use  the  perforator,  I  observed 
either  of  the  fontanelles  from  the  first  the  patient  to  be  seized  with  a  convul- 
period  of  my  attendance  this  evening,  sion.  I  instantly  opened  a  vein  in  each 
whence  I  concluded  the  life  of  the  foetus  arm.  and  allowed  the  blood  to  flow, 
was  extinct),  and  consequently  I  sus-  whilst  I  was  breaking  up  the  contents 
pected  that  some  unnatural  formation  of  of  the  cranium.  After  the  loss  of  about 
the  child  existed,  to  account  for  the  dif-  three  pints  of  blood,  which  latterly  be- 
ficulties  of  the  case.  But  I  felt  that  no  came  thin  and  florid,  sensibility  re- 
time was  to  be  sacrificed  in  conjectures  turned,  and,  I  am  happy  to  add,  was  un- 
concemin^  the  cause  of  the  obstruction ;  impaired.  Meanwhile,  I  had  dispatehed 
the  expulsive  efforts  were  so  strong,  as  a  messenger  for  my  colleague,  Mr. 
to  feaitully  excite  in  my  mind  a  dread  Clark,  whose  assistance  T  was  neces- 
of  the  worst  effects,  ana  termination  of  sarily  most  anxious  for,  as  my  own 
forcible  and  unproductive  pains.  strength  was  greatly  reduced,  and  there 
I  now,  therefore,  resolved  to  introduce  was  toe  most  urgent  demand  fornromp- 
my  haiid  into  the  uterus,  with  the  in-  titude.  The  bystanders  were  all  alarmed 
tention  of  turning  the  child,  and  simul-  at  the  onset  of  the  convulsion ;  and 
taneously  detecting  whether  any  impe-  those  who  have  ever  witnessed  such 
diment  was  appertaining  to  the  latter,  scenes,  and  had  such  frightful  cases  to 
The  right  hanci  being  passed  over  part  deal  with,  well  know  the  relief  felt  by 
of  the  face  instantly  came  in  contact  the  mind  on  the  arrival  of  a  brother 
with  what  I  mi^ht  have  regarded  as  the  practitioner.  The  perforating  instru- 
fcetal  abdomen  in  a  state  of^ascites.  On  ment  entered  by  the  anterior  fontanelle ; 
this  the  uterus  was  closely  contracted,  and  after  evacuating  a  larg^e  portion  of 
apparently  wasting  its  power.  Having  cerebral  matter  by  the  opening,  I  fixed 
got  my  nand  some  way  beyond,  1  the  blunt  hook  against  toe  frontal  bone, 
reached  one  foot  afW  great  difficulty,  A  considerable  quantity  of  blood  es- 
and  encountered  still  greater  in  bring-  caped  in  the  fluid  state,  on  cutting 
WfT  it  down  between  the  (supposed)  tu-  through  the  scalp,  but  not  much  on 
mid  abdomen  and  the  very  forcibly  con-  breaking  down  the  interior  of  the  head, 
tracted  uterus.    I  conveyed  it  into  the  Tolerably  strong  traction  was  employed 
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with  the  hook,  placed  as  aboi^e,  but  the  stacle  to  the  passing'  of  the  head ;  but  it 

head  was  still  imiiioveable :   I  conse-  did  not  delay  the  completion   of  the 

queutly  resolved  on  yet  further  destroy-  labour  more  than  half  a  minute.    The 

ing^  the  skull ;  and  havings  made  a  long  lower  limbs,  beUy,  chest,  and  arms  of 

incision  with  the  perforator,  extending  the  child  were  perfect  and  well  formed ; 

in    front  to  the  nose,  and  posteriorly  therefore,  during  the  temporary  period 

along    the   whole  sagittal  suture,    ex-  of  obstruction,  endured  by  the  head  in 

tracted  two  central  portions  of  the  ossa  clearing    the  outlet,    our  expectations 

parietalia,  and  compressed  the  cranium,  were  raised  to  behold  some  abnormal  ibr. 

now  thoroughly  emptied,  into  as  small  a  mation  of,  or  growth  from  the  head  or 

compass    as    toe  force  of  my  fingers  face.    The  sequel  of  my  paper  will,  I 

could  effect.    Mr.  Clark,  after  this,  tried  tnist,  fully  explain  the .  nature  of  the 

to  accomplish  the  descent  of  the  head  impediment  to  parturition,  and  at  the 

with  his  hand,  but  was  unable  to  alter  same  time   disclose  the   cause   of  our 

its  position  in  ftny  important  degree,  former  fruitless  efforts  to  relieve  the  suf- 

He  then  fixed  the  nook  on  the  temporal  ferings  of  our  patient, 

bone  very  firmly,  but  even  this  tenure  The  child   oeing  renjoved,  the  pla- 

l^ave  way  under  the  unsuccessful  exer<  centa  was  discovered  in  the  vagina,  and 

tions  of  each  of  us,  though  it  allowed  easily  abstracted  by  the  hand, 

us  to   exercise  very  strong  extractive  The  termination  of  the  delivery  was 

{>ower.     During  all  this  time,  the  en-  not  completed  before  nine  o'clock  p.m. 

argementabovementioned,  and  referred  Our  patient  was  necessarily  reduced  to 

to  Uie  abdomen  of  the  child,  was  some-  .  an  extreme  degree  of  exhaustion,  but 

what  more  readily  tangible ;  and  as  I  her  intellect  and  sensibility  were  un- 

could  not  distinguish,  owins^  to  its  bulk,  impaired,  and  there  was  good  uterine 

either  the  child's  neck  or  cnest,  I  ima-  contraction.    Her  pulse  was  at  130,  and 

gined  that  the  belly  was  very  much  dis-  the  countenance  blanched  and  elongated, 

tended  with  dropsy,  and  that  its  most  presenting  a  strong  contrast  with  the 

dependent    portion   was    thus    pressed  florid  and  plump  aspect  of  the  morning, 

downwards  oy  the   uterus.    This   en-  A  full  opiate  was  given,  and  fomenta- 

largement  also  seeminflr  to  be  tbe  cause  tion  applied  to  the  abdomen.    Diet  to 

of  Uie  obstruction  to  delivery,  I  was  in-  consist  solely  of  gruel  and  tea. 

clined  to  perforate  it  as  well  as  the  head ;  ^  Next  morning  Mr.  Clark  and  myself 

but  my  colleague  advising  that  I  should  visited  her  together,  and  were  grieved 

first  endeavour  to  bring  down  the  feet,  to  witness  the  actual  commencement  of 

I  again  had  recourse  to  this  plan.  peritonitis.      The    appearance    of  the 

After  great  labour,  though  not  quite  countenance  betrayed  exhaustion  in  a 

equal  to  that  experienced  in  my  former  manner  more  marked  than  last  evening: 

tnal  to  turn,  I  succeeded  in  getting  one  the  lips  had  lost  their  florid  hue,  and  the 

foot  close  to  the  orifice  of  the  vasina,  whole  face  was  extremely  pallid ;   in  a 

where  I  secured  it  by  applying  ali^a^  word,  the  look  was  death-like,  having 

ture  around  the  ankle.    The  more  difiS-  that  peculiarity  in  the  expression  of  the 

cult  task  now  remained,  to  find  the  other  features  which  is  generally  noticed  in 

lower  extrermtyy  ^  and  place  it  in  the  the  latter  stages  of  puerperal  disease 

same  position ;  this,  however,  was  ulti-  ending  fatally.     She  was  lying  on  her 

mately  done ;  but  the  foot  was  not  car-  back,  with  the  thighs  drawn  upwards  to 

ried  equaUy  low  with  the  other  into  the  the  abdomen,  and  respiration  was  rapid 

vagina,  so  as  to  enable  me  to  pull  with  and  painful.    Pulse  144,  thready,  and 

boUi  of  them.    In  the  course  of  a  little  no  hardness  to  be  detected  in  it,  proba- 

time  this  difliculty  was  got  over;  for  bly  depending  on  the  copious  olood- 

Mr.   Clark    fortunately  passed  a  tape  letting  to    relieve    the  convulsive  pa-{ 

around  the  ankle,  high  up  into  the  va-  roxysm.     The    after-pains  were    very 

S'na,  as  it  was,  by  which  we  gained  all  severe,  but  there  was  constant  pain,  of 

e  purchase  that  could  be  desired.    A  course  somewhat  less,  with  the  greatest 

steady  force  bein;^  then  employed  by  us,  tenderness  evinced  on  pressure,  over  the 

each  drawing  with  one  ligature,    the  whole  abdomen. 

evolutiim  of  the  foetus  was  quickly  felt.  Leeches  were  applied  to  the  belly, 

in  a  remarkably  manifest  manner.    The  which  waa  directea  to  be  afterwards 

inferior  extremities,  the  abdomen  and  constantly  stuped.      General  bleeding 

thorax,  were  delivered  forthwith.    After  was    obviously    inadmissible,  and    we 

extricating  the  arms,  we  foQnd  some  ob-  could  do  no  more   than  place  only  i^ 
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feeble  hope  in  llie  iDtiphlogiadc  power*  in  despite  of  tlie  remedies  adtnintstered, 

of  mercuTy.      Two  gnXaa  of  catomel  aa  ftbore  aeen,  HClivel;  and  irilli  reg\i- 

were  iberefore  prescnbed,  with  three  of  Itritf ,  and  the  iaeesunt  and  Ti^ilant 

Jamea's  powder,  to  be  taken  e*erT  two  attention  of  the  medical  attendants,  th* 

houra;  and  the  trawels  were  moTed  bj  a  poor  woman  ^raduallj  sank,  the  pro- 

gmtle  aperient  drang'fat.     The  diet  was  gress    of    the    disease    seeminglr   un- 

necessanlj' Iheaame.  arreated,   till  death    took    place  in  the 

A sfaoK interral  of ease,tliang^  notof  moming  of  the  36tb,  five  dtja  and  a 

freedom  from  pain,  followed  the  use  of  half  after  the  birth  of  the  child, 

the  leeches,  by  means  of  which  a  con.  On  tbt  23d  she  Boifered  rerj  scTera 

siderable  qoanti^  of  blood  was  locallj  pain  in  the  head,  but  it  did  not  last  Ions', 

taken  awaj.  This  was  the  sole  cerebral  sjmptom  ob. 

On  the  fallowing  daj,  nevertheless,  serred  by  as,  as  consetjuent  to  the  con- 

tlte  pain  was  more  acnte  tbin  before,  ruliion.     Up  to  the  last  hour  of  exist- 

and    was   e^ciall;  complained    of  in  ence,  most  intense  agonjr  persisted  ir 


both  hips.    The  leeches  were  re-applied,  the  whole  abdominal  cavit* ;   and  that 

and  the  fomenting  and  calomel  onlered  conttantlj  referred  to  the  hipi  was  jet 

to  tiecontinDed.  more  excruciating.     No  eflect  of  mer. 

The   objects   of  this  communication  curial  action  was  at  anj  period  percepti. 

wonld  not  be  serred  bj  mj  relating  at  ble  in   the  mouth.     A  postmoitem  exa> 

auj  le^^tfa  the  parliculais  of  the  treat-  mination  was  not  allowed. 
ment  oftfae  caae.    I  regret  to  saj-  that, 


gt  dlftrnt  portioBa.  of  vbldi 
hI  Id  thitnt;  At  HicifWM  at  tht  Urftr  poach,  Ue  cuticle  mtthlnnirthui  ilH- 
.DDiaf  tbiB  pirt  are  ihaiTD,  ud  van  piooiiccd  probablT  br  tbt  thinriDf  ibtopc* 
UuchudiaitoKtoruniBf*. 

It  now  derolvea  upoD  vie-to  laj  be-  reloped   in   the  scalp  and  skin  of  the 

fore  the  readerthe  most  intenadng  part  bee,  and  in  a  prolongation  from  the  for, 

of  m/  paper,  in  giving  an  account  of  mer,  where  its    region    normally   ter- 

wbat  DTOTed  to  be  the  obstacle  to  the  minates,  was  a  tumor  of  moat  pecnliar- 

natural  completion  of  labour  in  the  fore,  form  and  character,  even  inojtward  ap- 

gfoing  hialory.  pearance.     In  size,  it  might  be  said  to 

Attached  to  tfae  risht  side  of  the  head  ne  nearly  double  that  ofa  natural  fceUl 

and  face  of  the  child,  and  entirely  en-  head,  though    its  form    was  irregular, 

^ and  hearing  no  similitude  to  the  head  of 

•  Wa  HlKicd  ttw  alun  fren  a  Kt    rdra   I  a  foetus.     I  state  that  it  amounted  al> 

■aDtisBi  bT  Mr.B.  ■Inn  wiui  bb  ^r.^tK  >>i<Wt  to  twice  the  masnitude  of  the  head 

!ffl!L'°  'Jr'?.  ''»aa,i«'rtng»  «a  aiKDUd  ii  of  a  fuU-grown  child,  in  order  that  it 

assr'K.-^sii'S'i.Siiiiss  ".ji».t  ■«.=.  ^d^md^b.!.,,™. 

Coil*!*.  SBBdhnn^KD.oti,  lupcnble  obstacle  to  paituntion  aatiu^ 
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had  to  contend  with :   it  might  be  truly  pouches  communicated    by    a    narrow 

represented  as  trebled.  channel,  which  was  arched  orer  in  a 

To  the  touch  the  mass  was  i^nerally  most  curious  manner  by  a  dense  cartila- 

soft,  from  superficial  fluid,  similar  to  the  ipuous  septum,    situated  between    the 

mollified  state  of  a  bladder  which  has  two,  and  in  the  course  of  the  line  exhi. 

contained  ice  in  its  cavity  for  sometime,  biting^  their  separation  in  the  drawing^, 

or  to  the  abdomen  of  a  Uetus  in  a  state  This  septum  was  found  to  be  continued 

of  ascites.  from  a  very  remarkable  prolongation  of 

It  will  be  remembered,  that  in  the  the  temporal  angle  of  the  os  firontis, 

foregoing  description  of  the  difficulties  having  a  smooth  and  polished  surface, 

encountered  during  the  period  of  labour,  like  cartilage,  and  constituting  a  kind 

I  have  confessed  that  for  a  while  I  ima-  of  boundary  to  the  growth  of  die  mass 

Sined  this  mass  to  be  a  dropsical  belly,  laterally  and  anteriorly,  as  will  hereafter 

ut  I  afterwards  relinquished  this  idea,  be  shewn  more  fully.    The  channel  of 

from  being  nnable  to  discern  with  the  communication    just    alluded    to,  was 

fingers  ei&er  the  neck  or  diorax  of  the  filled  by  a  small  part  of  the  unformed 

child  below  the  supposed  ascites^  and,  fistus,  and  was  capable  of  admitting  the 

consequently,  before  the  hand  came  in  passage  of  my  finger.    Thin  shreds  of 

collision  with  the  same ;   indeed,  these  transuarent    and    perfectly    organized 

latter  parts  could  not  be  made  out  at  all  membrane  were  here  and  there  plainly 

in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  soft  s  Arell-  to  be  traced  on  the  exterior  of  the  mass, 

ing,  in  conseouence  of  their  being  alto-  and  the  membrane  had  exactly  the  ap* 

pether  coverea  by  it  in  front,  as  the  view  pearance  and  physical  character  of  cbo- 

m  the  engraving  will  indicate.     In  two  rion.    Two  imperfect  limbs  of  a  foetus 

or  three  spots  some  solid  bodies  could  be  were  readily  recognized,  and  a  third  was 

distinctly  felt,  which   Mr.  Clark  and  less  distinct.   A  portion  of  scalp  covered 

I  agreed  were    like    the  limbs    of  a  with  hair,  and  part  of  the  cranium,  were 

small    foetus.      Hence    our   suspicions  very  manifest.  In  different  situations  there 

were  strongly  raised  as  to  the  nature  of  were  several  imperfect  viscera,  in  their 

the  interior  and  the  contents  of  the  mass,  present  state  resembling  small  bladders, 

but  it  would  be  vanity  to  say  that  wc  or  transparent  sacs,  and,  in  one  instance, 

expected  to  find  what  the  dissection  laid  strongly  like    an  hydatid.     The  inte- 

hefore  our  eyes.  nor  of  the  mass  seemed  firm,  but  its  con- 

An  incision  being  made  into  the  pos-  tents  were  not  explored  by  the  scalpel, 

tenor  part  of  the  mass,  where  it  was  in  The  whole  was  embedded  on  the  lateral 

proximity  to  the  neck  of  the  child,  about  part  of  the  head  and  face  of  the  infant, 

four  ounces  of  a  thin  yellowish  serum,  its  deepest  attachment  being  in  the  site 

stained  with  blood,  escaped  on  the  divi-  of  the  temporal  fossa,  whence  it  was 

sion  of  the  skin  and  a  membrane  imme«  not,  of  course,  separated.     Here,  most 

diately  subjacent,  which  possessed  the  probably,  I  conceive,  its  nutritious  ves- 

exact  appearance  of  the  coorion  of  the  sels  were  transmitted  from  the  temporal 

placenta.    The  fluid  might  likewise  be  vein  and  artery  of  the  child.    The  con- 

well  compared   to  liquor  amnii.     The  nexions  of  the  mass  to  the  parts  whereon 

harder  parts  previously  felt,  were  now,  of  it  lav  were  slight,  so  as  to  be  detached 

course,  more  manifest  to  the  touch ;  and  by  the  gentlest  exereise  of  the  fixk^j^^ 

the  incision  being  extended,  and   the  excepting  over  the  temporal  pit,  aa  above 

whole    tegumental    covering   reflected  specified. 

Ibrwards  upon  the  face,  our  curiosity        A  most  singular  process  from  the  ex- 

was  gratified  not  a  little  by  exposing  to  temal  angle  of  the  frontal  bone  was 

view  the  very  singular  phenomenon  of  a  discovered,  passing  forwards  and  down- 

•eoond  fcetaa.     The  condidon  of  this  wards  upon  the  face  between  the  two 

aeeond  child,  confined  in  so  limited  a  pouches,  nearly  an  inch  and  a  half  long: 

apbere  for  carrying  on  vitality,  must  on  this  part  the  foetus  lay,   and  by  it 

have  nnaToidabiy  been  imperfect;  and  was  prevented  from  encroaching  further 

such  it  eventually  proved  to  be.    The  on  the  face.    At  the  distal  extremity  of 

whole  mass  consisted  of  two  pouches  this  process,  the  cardlaginous  septum 

(seen  in  the   engraving) ;  the  Jess  one  before  spoken  of  might  be  described  as 

in  front,  and  occupying  the  cheek  only  taking  its  origin.    An  equally  curious 

of  the  child,  and  the  larger  behind,  and  process  from  the  os  temporis  was  also 

contoining  the   amnial  fluid   and    the  found,    arehed    from    beniiid    forwards 

principal  niembera  of  the  foptus.    These  and   inwards,  taking  its  direction  under 
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the  borizontal  ramus  of  the  lower -jaw  connected  with  it,  without  bein§^  con- 

of  the  child,  and  corresponding^  iu  pur-  rinced  of  one  of  the  two  following  cir- 

poAe  with  the  former  from  the  os  frontis.  cumstances :  first,  either  that  there  is  no 

The  lower  jaw-bone  of  the  child  was  distinct  "  tractus  respiratorius ;"  or.  se- 

perfect,  as  were,  indeed,  all  the  bones  cond,  that  if  there  is,  the  nerves  which 

of  the  face  and  head.     In  short,  the  Sir  C.   Bell  calls  respiratory,  do  not 

child  itself  was  full  grown  and  well  arise  from  it;  for  instance,  the  portio 

formed ;  and  had  there  been  room  for  dura  belongs  to  the  anterior  column,  the 

the  passing  of  the  head  and  tumor  en-  nervus  accessorius  to  the  posterior,  while 

closed,  or  means  known  by  which  the  the  fifth  and  phrenic  are  like  all  the 

deliveiy  of  Uiem  entire  could  have  been  spinal  nerves,  in  having  what  is  termed 

accomplished,  I  can,  without  difiicultj,  a  double  root,  one  belonging  to  each 

believe  that  the  extra  uterine  existence  column,  which  being  the  case,  they  do 

of  the  child  would  not  have  been  anni-  not  belong  to  any  separate  "  tractus.*^ 

hilated  by  this  extraordinary  adventitious  In  either  case,  therefore,  the  theory  of 

growth  ;  nay,  perhaps  it  would  have  re-  Sir  Charles  Bell  is  founded  in  a  most 

ceived  but  littie  influence  from  this  su  •  obvious  error.     If,  then,  the  points  in 

ner-addition,  since  no  parts  essential  to  the  present  dispute  are  branches  and 

life  were  involved  with  its  structure.  ramifications  oi   error,  where  will  the 

Though  cases  of  malformation,  simi-  discussion  lead  P 

lar  to  toe  above,  are  to  be  met  with  in  A  very  slight  attention  to  the  motions 

authors,  they  must  be  admitted  to  be  performed  by  the  muscles  of  respiration 

rare  in  practice.    One  or  two  specimens,  is  sufficient  to  convince  us  that  tney  are 

bearing  some  analogy,  have,  1  believe,  in  constant  action  by  night  as  well  as 

within  the  last  few  years,  been  depositee!  b^  day,  and  that  they  are  at  all  times 

in  one  of  the  a:iatomical  collections  in  liable  to  have  their  action  increased  by 

London.     This  preparation  I  have  sent  the  will.     (It  should  here  be  observed, 

to  my  friend  and  former  precentor,  Mr.  that  the  will  has  in  no  case  the  power  of 

W.  J,  Wickham,  surgeon  to   tne  Win-  preventing  the  action  of  a  muscle,  its 

cheater  Hospital,  to  stand  in  juxta-po-  power  being  simply  that  of  calling  any 

aition  with  a  very  singular  modification  muscle  subject  to  its  iafluence  into  ac- 

of  the  far-famed  **  Siamese  Twins."  tion,  and  of  increasing  that  of  some 

which  are  always  acting.)    As  there  are 

,  many  other  muscles  wbose  action  is  of 

a  similar  nature,  the  respiratory  muscles 

ON  THE  FUNCTIONS  OF  NERVES.  Ss  Aor/alLV^Hgh    fe 

functions  are  dififerent.    This  being  the 

case,  it  is  evident  that  the  cause  of  the 

T^  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  peculiarity  of  the  action  of  this  class  of 

c  muscles  is  to  be  found  in  some  general 

In  consei^uence  of  the  discussion  upon  The  circumstances  to  which  I  am 

the  functions  of  the  fifth  pair  of  nerves,  anxious  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  par- 

which  has  occupied  a  place  in  a  few  of  ties  interested  in  this  question,  are  these : 

the  last  numbers  of  the  Gazette,  and  1st,  All  purely  yoluntary  muscles  re- 

which  does  not  appear  to  have  made  ceive  filaments  from  the   anterior  co- 

mnch  projg^ress  towards  a  settlement  of  lumns  of  the  spinal  marrow.    2d,  All 

the  question,  I  am  induced  to  ofier  a  few  purely  involuntary  muscles  receive  fila- 

obseryations,  which  may  have  the  effect  ments  from  the  sympathetic  ganglions, 

of  causing  both  parties  to  view  the  sub-  3d,  Those  which  are  mixed,  t.  e,  always 

ject  in  a  new  li^t.  acting  involuntarily,  yet  at  all  times 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  to  be  observed  subject  to    the    influence    of  volition, 

that  the  faith  of  both  parties  is  firm  in  among  which  are  those  of  respiration, 

the  theory  of  Sir  C.  Bell  respecting  re-  are  supplied  both  by  anterior  and  by 

sptration.    This  theory  rests  upon  the  sympathetic  filaments.    4th,  Filaments 

supposition    that    all    the    respiratory  from  the  posterior  columns  are  common 

nerves  arise  from  a  distinct  portion  of  to  all.     mw  volition  and  sensation  are 

the  superior  part  of  the  spinal  marrow,  properties  which  arc  only  exercised  oc- 

Now  no  one  can  look  at  tne  anatomical  easMmally ;  thay  are  also  exaotljE  oppo- 

dispositionof  this  part,  and  of  the  nerves  site  in  their  nature,  the  one  being  an 
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active,  the  other  a  passive  propertjr :  united  to  a  nerve  of  sensation  ;  the 
there  is,  therefore,  no  necessary  con-  growth  of  muscle,  the  deposition  of  fat, 
nexion  between  them;  for  although  the  Uie  secretion  of  fluids  in  the  joints  and 
mind  is  always  conscious  of  the  comple-  bursce,  being  as  well  performed  in  the 
tion  of  an  action,  on  account  of  the  pos-  limbs  as  the  growth  or  the  heart  in  the 
terior  nerves  with  which  all  parts  are  chest,  or  the  secretion  of  gastric  juice  in 
provided,  a  person  may  perceive  an  the  stomach.  It  is  also  immaterial  as 
external  impression  without  being  ne-  regards  this  function,  whether  invo- 
cessarily  induced  by  it  to  perform  any  luntary  as  well  as  voluntary  nerves, 
act  of  volition.  As  these  properties  are  are  united  to  nerves  of  sensation,  be- 
thus  proved  to  l>e  independent  of  each  cause  the  difference  which  can  result 
other,  every  thing  relating  to  them  from  this  variety  will  be  in  the  mode  of 
would  be  perform^  as  well  if  the  nerves  action  performed  by  the  muscle  so  sup- 
were  every  where  separate,  consequently  plied,  tne  secernent  function  being  every 
no  explanation  of  the  cause  of  their  where  performed  by  another  function, 
union  can  be  found  in  any  supposed  ne-  which  cannot  be  carried  on  ^  unless 
cessity  of  connexion  between  irolitioa  nerves  of  an  opposite  character  are 
and  sensation.  united. 

The  real  cause  of  their  union  is  to  be  My  object  in  making  these  observa- 
found  in  a  function  which   cannot  be  tions  has  been  to  shew,  that  much  more 
performed  by  any  nerve  separately ;  this  information    on    the   functions  of  the 
IS  the  secernent  function  (in  this  term  nerves  generally,  is  requisite  for  the  set- 
should  be  comprehended  not  merely  the  tlement  of  the  question  respecting  those 
formation  of  bile,  milk,  saliva,  &c.,  but  of  the  fifth  pair,  than  can  be  obtained 
the  whole  process  of  growth,  nutrition,  either  from  the  theory  or  experiments  of 
and  repair  of  every  part),  which,  since  Sir  Charles  Bell ;  and  I  hope  they  may 
during  health  it  is  constantly  being  per-  be  the  means  of  directing  the  inquiries 
formed,  requires  the  agency  of  some  of  those  who  wish  to  follow  up  the  sub- 
power  whose  operation  is  as  uninter-  ject,  in  a  proper  channel, 
rupted  while  the  body  is  at  rest,  as  when  I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  sir, 
it  IS  in  motion.     It  must  also  be  inde-  Your  obe<lient  servant, 
pendent  both  of  volition  and  sensation,  James  Wm.  Earle. 
which  are  only  acting,  or  acted  upon,  at  ,^  o,^  Broad-Street, 
intervals.    The  importance  of  this  func-  May  19, 1834. 

tion    will   be    immediately    perceived,  ____^^____^_«___^__- 
when  it  is  recollected  that,  besides  a 

means  of  calling  muscles  into  action,  PATHOLOGY  OF  THE   NERVOUS 

and  a  means  of  conveying  to  the  mind  SYSTEM, 

a  knowledge  of  the  completion  of  the  

'rt  iL"  "°  \*^  ^'*»^  *■*  ^'y  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medici  0«rette. 

should  be  maintained  in  a  state  JU  to  *^                      '' 

act.  It  has  been  elsewhere  shewn*,  »^'"»  .... 
that  for  the  performance  of  thb,  which  If  I  have  any  hesitation  in  answering 
is  a  part  of  the  secernent  function,  pos-  the  «  Queries^'  vrhich  ;rour  corresnon- 
terior  nerves  are  indispensable,  and  that  dent  has  proposed,  it  ansc»  wholly  from 
it  is  on  this  account  that  whatever  mode  the  fear  that  we  may  be  discussing  sub- 
of  action  muscles  may  possess,  posterior  jects  on  which  your  readers  have  no  re- 
nerves  are  common  to  all.  It  is  also  maining  doubt ;  for  I  confess  that,  to 
shewn  in  the  work  referred  to,  that  no  me.  t^e  subject  is  so  interesting  and  full 

"*        '  ^  '    mode  of 

so  liberal 

^^^^ ^                              can  only 

a  nerve^f  voiuntary  motion  is  as  oppo-  have  pleasure  in  answering  him :  yet  I 
site  in  its  nature  to  a  nerve  of  sensation  mustsav,  that  the  Questions  which  he  puts 
as  one  of  involuntary  motion,  it  is  im-  aj«  such  as  to  embrace  nearly  the  whole 
material  as  far  as  regards  the  mainte-  physiology  and  anatomy  of  this  de- 
nance  of  the  secernent  function  whether  p*j^e"tr 

a  voluntary  or  an  involuntary  nerve  be  ^  The  subject  which  was  first  proposed 
for  discussion  by  Mr.  Walker  was  this — 

^„      „       ...       *  *v    o    «*t    -  #*fc*  Do  the  ophthalmic  branches  of  the  fi fUi 

*  A  New  EspotlUoD  of  the  Functions  of  the  ^_.    ^^„*1„.  „„„  «^™o»  ^*ro»  #k<>  ,»... 

If^f^^,            "^  pair  possess  any  power  over  tne  mus- 
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cles  ?— are  they  motor  nerves,  as  well  aer  cominingled,  that  possess  the  double  pro- 
nenres  of  sensation  P  He  maintains  perties  of  motion  and  sensation, 
that  ther  have  both  these  functions ;  The  fifth  pair  is  distinguished  by  this 
and  such  a  view  agrees  wkh  a  theory  remarkable  anatomical  character,  diaC 
which  he  entertains  of  certain  motions  the  root  which  confers  the  power  of  mo- 
of  the  eyelids  and  of  the  iris  being  tion  is  extremely  smair,  while  that 
controlled  by  these  nerves.  which  bestows  sensation  is  about  five 
Without  recurring  to  the  same  argu-  times  the  size.  From  this  it  foUowr, 
ments  which  I  brought  forward  in  my  that  the  whole  of  the  branches  prolonged' 
former  letter,  to  controvert  this  opinion  from  the  common  nerve  cannot  be  en- 
respecting  the  ophthalmic  branches,  dowed  with  these  two  properties,  but 
I  may  be  allowed  to  remind  Mr.  Walker  that  it  will  be  only  those  which  are 
of  a  principle  which  bears  direetl;^  upon  formed  by  a  combination  of  the  fibrils  of 
the  question  at  issue:  it  is  a  pnnciple  the  lesser  root  with  those  of  the  greater 
which,  in  attending  the  lectures  in  root,  that  will  have  motion  as  well  as 
Great  Windmill-street,  he  must  have  sensation.  It  was  the  knowledge  of  this 
repeated]  V  heard  announced,  and  dwelt  ikctwhicllled  Sir  C.  Bell,  in  his  original 
upon  with  much  earnestness  for  its  im-  paper,presented tathe  Royal  Society*,  to 

rrtance,  and  veiy  copiously  illustrated ;  express  the  opinion  that  the  fifth  pair  is 
mean— thai^a  nerve  cannot  be  en-  not  universally,  and  in  all  its  branches, 
dowed  with  the  two  distinct  ofiices  of  a  compound  nerve ;  it  was  this  conside- 
sensation  and  motion,  unless  it  have  two  ration  which  made  him  refrain  from  de- 
distinct  roots.  In  relating  his  original  signatiuff  it  by  the  extended  title  (as 
experiments  on  the  roots  of  the  spinal  Mr.  Wuker  erroneously  does  for  him), 
nerves,  so  f&r  back  as  twenty-three  years  of  the  nerve  of  motion  and  sensation, 
ago*.  Sir  C  Bell  held  the  same  argu^  and  induced  him  to  use  the  more  re- 
men  t;  viz.  that  the  root  or  nerve  which  stricted  term,  ^' nerve  of  mastication  and 
transmits  the  mandate  of  the  will  out-  sensation.'*  He  applied  this  name  to  the 
wards  tathe  muscles,  cannot  carry  a  sen-  fifth,  in  order  to  point  out  distinctly  that 
sation  inwards  to  the  sensorium.  There  it  was  only  to  the  muscles  engaged  in 
must  be,  for  this  purpose,  two  nerves  or  mastication  that  the  motor  root  of  the 
two  roots,  each  navin^  a  distinct  con-  fifth  was  distributed.  All  the  extracts 
nexion  with  die  brain.  This  is  the  from  Sir  C.  Bell's  and  Mr.  John  Shaw's 
fundamental  principle  on  which  this  writings,  which  Mr.  Walker  has  ad- 
gentleman's  researcnes,  with  regard  to  dnced  to  prove  that  the  fifth  is  a  nerve 
tbe  functions  of  the  fifth  pair  and  of  the  of  motion,  refer  exclusively  and  solely 
spinal  nerves,  have  been  prosecuted.  It  to  the  actions  of  feeding.  Neither  of 
is  allowable  to  infer  that  it  was  this  these  gentlemen  whom  he  has  quoted 
idea  of  the  improbability  of  one  nerve  ever  conceived  that  the  fifth  possessed 
conferring     these     two     incongruous  any  motor  influence  uuconnected  with 

fowers,  uat  induced  him  to  commence  the  or^an  of  mastication ;  indeed,  the 

is  experiments :  the  principle  was,  at  exclusiveness  of  the  distribution  of  the 

all  events,  satisfactorily  confirmed  by  motor  part  of  the  fiflh  to  this  oij^an  waa 

the  experiments  which  ne  made  on  the  one  of  the  arguments  urged  in  favour  of 

anteripr  and  posterior  roots  of  the  spinal  classifying  this  nerve  apart  from  the 

nerves:  and  it  was  subsequently  corro-  portio  dura  and  certain  others,  and  ih- 

borated  to  the  fullest  extent  by  his  in-  eluding  it  in  the  **  original  or  symme- 

vestigations  of  the  functions  of^he  fifth  tribal  sjstem,"  common  to  all  classes  of 

pair.    Now  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  in  animals. 

every  one  of  Mr.  Walkeris  communica-  When  Sir  C.  Bell  bestowed  the  name- 

tions,  treating  of  the  functions  of  the  **  nerve  of  mastication,"  upon  tibe  fifth,. 

fifUi  pair,  he  nas  omitted  to  take  notice  can  it  be  conceived  possible  Uiat  he  ever 

of  this  principle^    If  he  had  founded  his  eontsmplated^  that  its    branches   were 

aiguments  upon  the  structure  and  dis-  destinea  to  o^ve  power  to  the  muscles  of 

tribution  of  the  roots  of  this  nerve,  he  the  forehead,  or  to  those  of  the  eye- brow, 

would  have  perceived  that  it  is  not  all  or  to  those  of  the  eye-lids,  or  to  those  of 

the  branches  indiscriminately,  but  those  the  nostrils  ?    None  of  these<farts  have 

only  which  are  composed  of  its  two  roots  the  most  remote  connexion  with  the  or- 

gan'for  chewing  the  food.    As  to  the 

ophthalmic  branches,  where  they  come 

•  Sec  Prcfiicc  to  Bell  on  the  "  Nvrvoua  Syiiiciii/' 

4lo.  1830.  p.  xlv.  •  1821. 
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out  from  the  orbit  to  the  forehead,  eje-    were  brought  into  actiou  by  the  branches 
brow,  and  eye-lids — ^that  ia  to  say,  the    which  are  distributed  to  them  from  the 
▼ery  nerres  which    Mr.  Walker  con-    infra-orbitaiy  nenre;  but  it  was  disco- 
ceiv^es  may  be  motor  nerres.  Sir.  C.  Bell    ?ered  that  there  was  an  error  in  this, 
made  experiments  for  the  express  pur-    Certain  experimenters,  first  abroad  and 
pose  of  demonstrating,  that  they  exer-    then  near  home,  in  the  course  of  re- 
cise  no  influence  whatever  over  the  mus-    peating  his  experiments  on  tbenenrea 
cles,  and  that  they  are  simply  nerves  of    of  the  face,  just  afler  they  were  pvb- 
sensation.    The  muscles  situated  there,    lished,  stumbled— and  it  was  by  mere 
as  well  as  all  the  muscles  of  the  face,    chance  —  upon    this   mistake.      They 
are  supplied  by  the  portio  dura;  and  it    shewed,  however,  that  the  infra-orbitary 
is  from  this  nerve  that  they  derive  their    branch  of  the  fifth  had  no  power  over  the 
only  power  of  motion,  voluntary  as  well    muscles  of  tbe  lips.    As  this  happened 
as  involuntary ;  for  I  may  remark  here,    to  be  the  only  nerve   on    which    Sir 
Uiat  Sir  C.  Bell  never  attempted  to  draw    C.   Bell  had  thought  it  necessaiy  to 
any  distinction  between  the  voluntary    make  an  experiment    to    confirm    his 
and  involuntary  actions  of  the  muscles    opinion  that  tlie  fifth  was  in  part  a  motor 
of  the  face,  or  conceived,  as  Mr.  Walker    nerve,  the  consequence  of  making  this 
would  appear  to  indicate,  that  these  two    correction  was  to  disprove,  as  far  as  ex- 
different  Kinds  of  power  were  regulated    periments  went,  the  truth  of  his  posi* 
by  the  different  nerves  of  tbe  face.    The    tion,  that  this  was    a   double  nerve: 
only  distinction  which  he  at  any  time    it  was  lefl  to  be  inferred,  since  all  the 
dwelt  upon  was  concerning  the  muscles    branches  experimented  on  were  merely 
of   the   lipt ;    and   bis  object  was    to    nerves  of  sensation,  that  it  was^  •n  tbe 
determine    how    far  these  were   under    contrary,  a  single  nerve.     So  little  ac> 
the  control  of  the  fifth  during  the  ac-    quainted  were  these  experimenters,  to 
tions  of  mastication ;  for  he  had  demon-    whom  I  allude,  with  the  anatomy  of  the 
strated  that  they  were  principally  in-    roots  of  the  fi ftii  pair,  or  with  the  prin- 
fluenced  in  their  motions  by  the  portio    ciple  which  made  Sir  C.  Bell  attach  im- 
dura.    All  his  illustrations  of  the  func-    portance  to  its  having  two  roots,  that 
tions  of  the  portio  dura  evinced  most    when  they  had  thus  swept  away  hia 
clearly  that  he  considered  it  capable  of    only  experimental  proof  of  this  being  a 
conferring  both  voluntary  and  mvolun-    motor  as  well  aa  ^  sensitive  nerve,  they 
tary  power  over  the  muscles.     The  ex-    ceased  to  do  any  thing  more.    It  waa 
ample  of  the  coachman  with  injury  of   my  brother,  the  late  Mr.  John  Shaw, 
his  portio  dura,  who  could  not  whistle    who  had  frequently,  ere  this  time,  re- 
to  his  horses,  or  of  the  person  continuing    peated  the  experiments  on  the  roots  of 
to  breathe  while  insensible  in  apoplexy,    the  spinal  nerves*,  and  knew  what  were 
or  in  sleep,  might  remind  him  of^  this ;    the  (n-ounds  on  which  Sir  C.  Bell  had 
but  the  fact  is  placed  beyond  a  doubt    founded    bis    opinion,   when    he    pro- 
when  we  consider  that  he  represented    nounced  the  fifth   to  be   the  nerve  of 
this  nerve  as  the  only  one  which  could    mastication  and  sensation,  that  gave  the 
bestow  motion  to  all  the  muscles  of  the    first  confirmation  of  it  by  experiment, 
face,  excepting  merely  the  muscles  of    Hewasawarethatthestatementaato  the 
the  lips,  which  he  considered  had  two    functions  of  the  nerve  was  not  made 
sources  of  nervous  power.                            from  the  result  of  experiments  performed 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that,  in  treating    directly  upon  the  fifth  itself,  but  that  the 
of  the  muscular  branches  of  the  fifth    opinion  was  suggested  from  the  previous 
pair,  Mr.  Walker  should  not  have  con-    investigations  respecting  the  roots  of 
suited    the    latest  edition    of  Sir    C.    the  spinal  nerves  and  the  resemblance  of 
BelPs  works,    to    ascertain    what   are    the  fiflh  pair  to  these  nerves.      Accord- 
his  opinions  on  this  subject.    The  ex.    ingly  he  examined,  but  with   greater 
tracts  which  he  has  made,  in  his  letter,    accuracy  than  before,  the  distribution  of 
are  from  the  earliest  accounts  of  these    the  douole  roots  of  the  fi fUi  nerve.    He 
researches.    There  was  an  error  in  the    found  them  uniting  together  in  the  third 
first  experiments,  which  were  intended    division  alone ;  and  selectinflr  this  nerve, 
to  solve  the  question  concerning  the  re-    where  it  emerges  ^m  the  skull  through 
lative  influence  of  the  portio  dura,  and    the  foramen  ovale,  he  performed  those 
of  the  motor  part  of  tbe  fiflh,  over  the    

muscles   of  the  lips.      Sir  C.   Bell   had         *   see   the   acconot  of  bin  experlmenta   per- 

orirfnally  sappo.ed  that,  during  the  act    J--;;^  ,^„'SU''.A"'T..'"uf  r^SmlSlil; 
Of  feeding,   the  muscles  of  the    mouth     preyfonn  to  sir  Charles  Beir*  orl(ia«l  p«p«r. 
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deciaive    experimeiits    uf(on    it    which  one  function,  he  will  cease  to  entertain 

estahltsbed  tnat  the  deducions  from  the  the  opinion   that  its  branches  can  be 

anatc»Diy  were  correct.     It  was  demon-  nerves  of  motion  as  well  as  of  sensation. 

strated,  that  as  the  fifth  pair,  like  the  When  M.  Ma^endie  was  for  the  first 

spinal  nerves,  had  double  roots,  so  it  bad  time  made  to  confess  that  he  had  been 

oonble  functions ;  but  that  in  its  charac-  anticipated  in  the  experiments  on  the 

ter  of  being^  a  moter  nerve,  it  was  re«  roots  of  the  spinal  nerves,  which  he  had 

strieted,  as  originally  stated  by  Sir  C.  announced  as  original,  it  is  somewhat 

Bell,  to  the  muscles  employed  in  masti*  curious  that  he  immediately  published 

cation  *•     Thus,  although  it  was  neces-  the  account  of  another  series  of  experi- 

sary  to  make  an  alteration,  in  describing  ments,  of    which    the    object  was    to 

the  functions  of  the  individual  branches  invalidate,  if  not  to  completely  nullifV, 

about  the<moulh,  from  the  statements  in  the    results    that    had    oeen    formerly 

the  original  paper,  there  was  no  occa-  obtained  by    Sir  C.   Bell :   their   ten- 

sion  to  change  the  first  designation  of  dency  was  to   remove    all    confidence 

the  fifth  nerve — viz.  that  it  is  the  nerve  in    toe*  correctness    of   the    principle, 

of  sensation  and  mastication.  that  a  nerve  of  sensation  requires  to 

If  Sir  C.  Bell  had  consulted  books  of  have  a  different  origin  from  a  nerve 
anatomy  somewhat  more  carefully,  be-  of  motion.  He  pretended  that  his  se- 
fore  he  experimented  on  the  infra-orbita-  cond  set  of  experiments  demonstrated 
ry  nerve,  and  had  seen  that  no  filaments  that  the  anterior  root  was  endowed  with 
whatever  of  the  lesser  root  joined  the  the  compound  properties  of  motion  and 
second  division,  but  that  all  the  branches  sensation,  and  that  the  posterior  root 
were  derived  simply  from  the  one  root—-  possessed  likewise  both  sensation  and 
viz.  the  ganglionic — we  cannot  for  a  motion*.  It  is  to  be  observed,  that  he  ad- 
moment  (&ubt,  knowing  the  principle  vanced  to  these  conclusions  while  con- 
on  which  be  proceeded,  that  he  would  fining  himself  to  experiments  made  in 
never  have  looked  for  the  lips  receiving  the  spinal  canal  of  living  animals,  after 
compound  properties  from  it.  The  sub-  breaking  up  the  bones — for  the  most 
joined  engraving  is  accurately  copied  part,  while  employing  galvanism  as  his 
from  Procnaska;  and  it  shews  that  al-  means  of  stimulating  the  nerves— and 
though  the  anteriorroot  approaches  close  without  trying  what  would  be  the  result 
to  the  second  division,  it  m)e6  not  trans-  if  be  prosecuted  the  same  refined  in<fui- 
mit  any  fibrils  to  it :  it  is  incorporated  ries  on  the  fifth.  Now  it  is  these  alleg^ed 
altogether  with  the  third  or  inferior  observations  of  M.  Magendie  which  can 
maxillary  division.  Immediately  sub-  alone  give  the  slightest  apparent  sup- 
sequent  to  the  experiments  of  which  I  port  to  Mr.  Walker,  for  supposing  that 
have  been  spedcing,  on  the  third  divi-  the  ophthalmic  branches  of  the  fifth, 
sion  of  the  htih,  greiit  interest  was  natu-  arising  from  a  single  root,  can  possess 
rally  attaolied  to  the  minute  anatomy  of  two  such  opposite  kinds  of  functions  as 
the  roots  of  the  fifth  pair;  and  it  was  sensation  and  motion.  But  before  Mr. 
foand  that  their  course  and  distribution  Walker  puts  confidence  in  the  authority 
were  most  accurately  given  by  uume-  of  that  experimental  physiologist,  I  beg 
rous  anatomists.  Although  many  other  b>™  to  read  a  most  interesting  Memoir, 
antborities  might  be  referred  to,  yet  if  by  M.  MuUer,  of  Bonn,  in  a  late  num- 
the  reader  baa  occasion  to  consult  the  ^r  of  the  Annales  des  Sciences  Natu- 
ori^nal  papCTB  on  the  structure  of  the  relies ;  where  he  refutes,  in  a  satisfac- 
brain  in  Retrs  Archives  of  Physiology, he  tory  and  perfectly  conclusive  manner, 
will  find  in  vol.  xi.  (1816)  a  very  admi-  these  statements  of  the  Frenchman  ; 
rable  account  of  this  nerve  by  Niemeyer,  where  he  follows  M.  Magendie  into  his 
illustrated  with  numerous  correct  draw-  own  ground,  and  proves  that  his  oppo- 
ingps,  to  shew  the  course  of  its  roots,  sition  to  Sir  C.  Bel Ps  original  account 
This  is  an  anatomical  paper  which  has  of  the  spinal  nerves  is  altogether  unsup- 
met  with  very  undcservea  neglect.  ported  by  experiment,  and  that  his  prin- 

When  Mr.  Walker  examines  this  ciple  remains  still  valid  in  its  full  ex- 
drawing  of  the  roots  of  the  fifth  pair,  be  tent;  that,  in  short,  the  anterior  root  is 
will  perceiye  that  the  ophthalmic  divi-  for  motion  alone,  and  the  posterior  root 
sion  arises  exclusively  from  the  large  for  sensation  alone  f. 

pnglionic  root;   and  if  he  accede  to       •  joam. de Pb,.ioi. Oct. lesa. 

the  principle  of  one  root  bestowing  only  t  it  ii  to  be  Mooontcd  •  r%rf  •tna««  drsum. 

—           —                                                       .  slanc*  thst  we  never  eee  a  notice  of  the  ftmctloae 

'or.uic  Ant  McoQDt  of  theae  experiments,  of  (he  e^nei  nervea»  Jn  any  work  of  anatooif. 

•ec  the  Med.  and  Pbyfl.  Journ.  Oct.  1633.  without  ftndlog  Sir  C.  BeUTi  naat  ud  that  of 


HUT  IS,  I» 


aso  MB.  SMITH  8  UEHARKS  ON  SEVEN  CASES  OF 

Hi'.  Walker  pnts  the  question—"  If  difficulties  wkicfa  lie  idbj  have  on  tlie 
the  fifth  hare  no  ioflueDce  over  the  mm.  sulject  in  question.  He  will  find  the 
elea  of  the  Tace  and  forehead,  why  is  same  views,  [  m*y  alao  mentioii,  more 
ereiyone  of  these  maicles  supplied  with  copiouslj  illasl»ted,iu  the  Bridgewater 
branches  of  this  neire  F  Do  the  mus-  Treatise  od  the  Hand ;  where  the  aotbor 
des  e.  g.  thuae  of  the  eye-ball,  or  the  treats  of  the  combination  of  the  sense  of 
muscles  ffenerall;— receive  nerres  for  touch  with  the  sense  of  muscular  actioii, 
anj  other  purpose  than  that  of  bestow-  and  where  he  applies  the  same  caurse  of 
ihk  upon  them  the  power  of  motion  P"  reasoning  to  the  sense  of  vision,  in  il« 
Tnis  IS  tnilr  an  interexling  subject  (o  connexion  with  the  motions  of  the  eje- 
which  Mr.  Walker  adverts ;  for  it  is  a  ball.— t  have  the  honour  to  be, 
very  remarkable  drcunutance  that  Gla-  Tour  obedient  servant, 

ments  of  nervea,   derived  directly  and  Aux.  Shaw. 

exelusirelT  from  the  eanglionie — that  is, 
the  sensitive  root  of  the  fifth — are  pro. 
fuselj  distributed  to  the  muscles;  yet, 
if  we  stimulate  these  nerves  in  experi- 
ment, we  cannot  make  (be  nluacles  con- 
tract.  I  regret  that  it  is  impossible  for 
me  toofler  B  full  answer  to  this  aucMian, 
owing  to  the  length  to  which  I  nave  al- 
ready encroached  on  your  space.  I 
can  only  state,  tbat  it  was  the  obsarva' 
tion  of  tbis  anatomical  lact  which  led 
Sir  C.  Bell  to  entertain  the  views  which 
fae  holds  on  the  "  muscular  sense,"  and 
to  compoae  the  paper  on  the  "  Nervous 
Circle  which  connecli  the  Voluntary 
Uusclcs  with  the  Brain,"  that  is  to  b« 
found  in  his  work  on  the  "  Nervotis 
Sjrstem."    If  Hr.  Walker  Us  n 

this  last  paper,  I  beg  I    ~  ~ 

(or  hit  peniul,  as  (enaini 


I.  MiftiMUt  linked  U|cili( 


nrlidfH  UiU  ibrr  do 

. _  .[■«  proportio*  Of  knt*Bi]  ^ 

"  LlaalciKDl  dc*  dm  pnprUlli  iteu  ckKni 


*****  ""  'ul^ir'thS  "'uI*fSiS*  ff'Si  ''"  **•  ^^*^'^  ^f  '*•  *•*«■'  GmxttU. 

Mh.    Sir  C.  BtU  ku  sl«in  nprtHBMd  II   h  c.. 

■ulogoaa    ta   Iba    brati   Ht  af  atrm:   H.  °''t 

ttt^S^^BfttJtK  iJiSVuil^iiSi'T' "™  '  ■^*'  "  ''^'™"  J""  «"  ■'COUOt  of  lie 

l«l  to  B^(  lUa  naurk  alBiu  ilM  cooplM*  nut  pathological   appearances    observed    in 

oTitrHnBtlBtliaaplsloMvttlicHiwspbtilB-  geven  casen  of  the  shoulder-Joint,  which 

ffi^.'SSS52K'%S3SriS,w'iS:  .pi».r  i.  b.,,  ..ir.™i  r™„,„™i- 

BtlHd,  liu  fauamd  Uw  Btul  (MUoB  of  joliiliii  Junes  at    some   former   period.     I    i 
UMsla  ika  ■«>  lUnaiHrlcallr  oppiHlU  apli 


m JURY  OF  THE  SHOULDER- JOINT.  gsi 

of  tbem  occurred  in  bodies  brought  to  died  of  eonsnmption    in  St  George's 

my  theatre  for  disseetion.  Woikhouse,^  mnd  was  removed  to  the 

I  bare  the  preparations  in  mj  Dos-  theatre  for  dissection,  in  November  1892, 

session,  and  thej  sbaU  be  accessible  to  under  the  new  regulations  provided  by 

sfijr  gentleman  who  may  wish  to  see  the  Anatomical  Bui. 

tbem.  The  left  shoulder-joint  presented  the 

If  yon  esteem   this   communication  following  appearances  :*-The  bursa  be* 

worthT  a  place  in  your  Taluable  journal,  neath  the  deltoid  muscle  communicated, 

I  shall  be  obliged  oy  its  early  insertion,  by  a  large  irregular  opting,  with  the 

^         ^     »       ,      .    ,       *  general  cavity  of  the  joint:  the  tendon 

Cask    L— In    the   body  of  a  man  of  the  subswmularis  muscle  was  partiaUy 

brought  to  the  dissecting-ropm,  under  ^^  from  the   lesser   tubercle  of  the 

the  old  system  of  violation  ©ithe  grave,  humerus,  but  the  insertions  of  the  supra 

in  the  month  of  Februaiy  1832,  the  fol-  and  infra  spinatus  muscles  and  the  tms 

lowing  pathological  condiUon  of  the  nji^or,  remained   perfect    The   round 

left  shoulder-jomt  was  observed :—  lendon  of  the  long  head  of  the  biceps 

On  making  a  transverse  section  in  muscle  was  ruptured,  leaving  a  portion, 

the  centre  of  the  deltoid  muscle,  for  the  .bout  half  an  inch  in  length,  attached 

purpose  of  reflecting  it,  the  buisa  si-  to  the  upper  part  of  the  glenoid  surface: 

tuated  beneath  was  observed  to  be  much  ^^  i^wer  portiou  of   &e  tendon  had 
larger  than  usual,  V 
ana   communicatini 

cavity  of  the  _ 

irregular  opening.    On  further  exami-  extrcmitiesVf  the  tendon  were  perfecdy 

naUon,  It  was  noticed  that  Uie  tendinous  smooth  and  rounded,  and  the  superior 

uiseruon  of  the  subscapulans  muscle  portion  had    become    much  flattened : 

had  been  enUrelv  torn  away  from  Uic  gmall  bands  of  flbro-ligamentous  struc- 

lesser  tubercle;  the  supra  spinatus, infra  ture  were  observed,  but  none  of  that 

spinatus,  and  the  teres  minor  muscles,  peculiar  enamel-like  secretion    noticed 

had  hkewMe  been  completely  detached  particularly  in  the  preceding  case, 

from  tiie  greater  tubercle.  The  tendon  of  Case  III.— Ann  D  •  •  ♦,  «t  38,  died 

the  long  head  of  the  biceps  had  been  torn  January   I,    1833:    removed   from  St 

away  from  the  upper  jjart  of  Uie  glenoid  George's  Workhouse,  for  Oie  purpose  of 

cavity,  and  entirely  withdrawn  from  the  dissection,  under  the  new  regulations, 

joint:  it  was  found  to   be  firmly   at-  The  following  account  of  the  appear- 

Uched  to  the  anterior  mar^n  of  the  bici-  ances  of  the  right  shoulder-joint  is  ex- 

pital  groove.    The  head  of  the  humerus  tracted  from  the  notes  entered  at  the 

moved  freely  in  all  directions  on  the  time,inthedissecting-roomjoumal*,by 

grlenoid  surface  of  the  scapula,  and  the  Mr.  G.  Knox,  whodissected  the  extremity, 

size  of  the  cavity  of  Uie  joint  was  much  Qn  removing  tiic  deltoid  muscle,  the 

increased,  from  Oie  extensive  laceration  head  of  the  humerus  came  into  view, 

of  tiie  capsular  ligament;  it  included  presenting  a  larger  surface  of  bone  than 

the  whole  of  the  neck  of  Uie  bone  and  ua„al :  on  further  examination,  it  wis 

botii    tubercles.      The    appearance    of  found  that  the  tendon  of  the  subscapu- 

thickenin^  of  Uie  capsule  beloW  would  laris  muscle  had   been  partially  torn 

seem  to  indicate  Uiat  it  had  likewise  away  from  the  lesser  tuberele,  and  the 

suffered  laceration  in  tins  situation  at  original  insertions  of  the  supra  spinatus, 

the  time  of  the  'va\uTy.    A  small  i>ortion  j^ft^  ipinatus,  and  teres  minor  muscles, 

of  tiie  outer  margin  of  the  glenoid  cavity  i,ad  been  completely  separated  from  the 

had  been  fractured  off,  and,  wiUi  Uie  greater   tuberele.    The  tendon  of  the 

under  surface  of  the  acromion  process,  JJ^Qg  ^^ad  of  the  biceps  had  also  been 

and  the  tubercles  of  the  humerus,  were    

p.rti.Hjrcore«d  with  pprUoD.ofenM.el-  ^•JJJ,::;".'^;:^^^*  jSiSS.'  S^fiSf 

like  or  porcelain  secretion ;  and  nomer-  ^^rf  tMor  it  Mtcrcd  that  ocean  <mt  of  tiM 

OUS    bands    of    onranized      fibro-liga-  rtgolarcoorw,  or  differs  from  the  natondmcsr- 

.            .u-4-«-.^^-^.-«^,«^  .M.A««  *liA  •»«•  f   th«  cooaoqaenco  has  b«cn,  tluit  wt  Dave 

mentous  substance  extend^  across  Uie  ^j^^  coUoetcdi  r«w  interMtioc  M«»pi«  of 

cavity    of  the  joint   m  different  direc-  TarfotlnlothediatrllmUonorortcnMandncrTM, 

tion.     There  WM.  fi«tu«  of  U.ehu.  |Jj.*^^5j'^«J,7X"daU'i*.5^^^ 

meral  extremity  of  the  clavicle,  WillCll  x^oadoD,  Id  the  coarM  of  every  •tw^Um,  m  very 

extended  into  its  articulation  with    the  curlou*  aod  valuable  collection  micbt  be  made  i 

the  moAt  iDtercetlog  cxamplee  of  vrhlcb  mlgbt  be 

acromion.                         «       ^  ^  ^               «^  eeletled,  and  aonoally  publlihcd  In  ooe  of  the 

Case   U.— Mary    B  *  *  *  *,   set.    30,  medical  pcrlodlcaU. 
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torn  from  its  orig^in,  and  had  become  at-  In  the  U ft  ih&ulder, -^On  dividing  tike 

Cached  to  the  upper  part  of  the  bicipital  deltoid  muscle,  the  bursa  at  its  under 

groove.  surface  was  found  very  mocb  thickened 

The  under  surface  ofthe  acromion  pro-  and  enlarged,  and  an  opening  observed 

cess  was  found  hardened  by  the  friction  which  communicated  with  the  articnla- 

of  the  head  of  the  humerus,  and  covered  tion.      On    further    examination,    this 

by  a    peculiar    enamel-like  accretion,  opening  was  found  to  b6  caused  by  a 

The  capsular  ligament  appeared  unu-  partial  separation   and  detachment  of 

sually  thick  at  the  lower  part,  which  the  snpra-spinatus    and    subseapularis 

gave  rise  to  the  idea  it  baa  been  lace-  muscles,  from  the  larger  and  lesser  tu- 

rated  at  the  time  of  the  injury,  and  had  bercles ;  the  surfaces  m>m  whence  they 

become  re-united  by  the  effusion  of  coa-  had  been  torn  being  within  the  capsalar 

gulable  lymph.  ligament.      The  inner  surface  of   the 

Cases  IV.  and  V.— Catherine  S  *  *  *,  capsule  presented  a  very  rough  fibrous 
let.  66,  died  February  1833;  was  re-  appearance,  occasioned  by  the  portions 
moved  from  St.  George's  workhouse,  un-  of  the  lacerated  tendons ;  the  synovial 
der  the  new  regulations,  with  a  medical  membrane  presenting  small  villous  pro- 
certificate  signed  ^'  sudden  death."  She  ductions,tfae  result,  apparently,  of  orga- 
was  a  short,  stout,  muscular  subject,  nized  lymph. 

and,  upon  inquiry,  proved  to  hare  been  The  tendon  of  the  biceps  was  wanting 

a  haid-working  woman  at  the  wash-tub  in  the  joint,  having  been  torn  through 

up  to    the    time  of  her  death.      The  and   divided  into  a  number  of  fibres, 

shoulder-joints  presented  the  following  which  were  attached  to  the  upper  part 

appearances: —  of  the  bicipital  groove;  small  oony  ex- 

Jn  th€  right  tAouUer.— The  bursa  be-  ostoses  had  been  thrown  out  on  tne  tu- 

neath  the  deltoid  muscle  communicated  heroics,  and  the  cartilaginous  surfaces 

with  the  genera]  cavity  of  the  joint,  by  of  the  humerus  and  scapula  were  here 

a  jaggea  irregular  opening  about  die  and  there  covered  hy  small  patches  of 

.size  of  a  halfcrown.      The  tendon  of  the  enameLlike  secretion, 

the  subseapularis  muscle  was  torn  from  The  acromion  process  of  the  scapula 

the  lesser  tuberele,  and   the  tendon  of  had  been  fractured  precisely  in  the  same 

the  supra-spinatus  muscle  detached  from  situation  as  that  of  the  opposite  side, 

the  greater  tuberele ;  both  having  be^  and  formed  a  similar  artificial  joint, 

come  united  with  the  common  capsule.  Cases  VI. and  VII.— Thomas K*  *  *, 

The  tendon  of  the  long  head  of  tne  bi-  set.  40,  died  April  1834 ;  removed  from 

ceps  had  been  torn  from  the  upper  part  the  Islington  Infirmary,  with  a  medical 

of^lhe  glenoid  cavity,  withdrawn  from  certificate  signed  "  Consumption." 

the  joint,  and    found  to  be  firmly  at-  In  the  right  shoulder. — The  bursa  be- 

tached  by  ligamentous  structure  to  the  neath  the  deltoid  muscle  communicated 

margin  of  the  bicipital  groove.    There  by  an  irregular  opening  with  the  gene*' 

were  a  number  of  small  exostoses  on  the  ral  cavity  of  the  joint.    The  tendon  of 

tubereles,  covered  with  the  enamel-like  the  subseapularis  muscle  was  entirely 

secretion,  which  corresponded  to  a  simi  •  detached  from  the  lesser  tuberele,  and 

lar  appearance  on  the  under  surface  of  the   fibres    of  the  muscle    itself  were 

the  acromion  process.  drawn  downwards  from  the  ventes  of 

There  was  an  oblique  fracture  of  the  the  bone,  presenting  a  small  cavity  be- 

acromion  process  of  the  scapula,  which  neath,  lined  by  an  irregular  fibro<3i^a- 

had  separated  about  an  inch  of  its  ex-  mentous  structure,  and  communicating 

rded  extremity;   it  had   not  united  with  the  articulation.    The  tendon  of 

^    bone,  but  had  formed  an  artificial  the  supra-spinatus  muscle  was  torn  from 

joint  through  the  medium  of  cartilage,  the  greater  tuberele,  the  infra-spinatus 

and  was  further  strengthened  by  a  fibro-  and   teres  minor  muscles  remained  at- 

ligamentous  capsule.  tached ;  but  the  muscles  appear,  at  some 

The  appearance  of  the  biceps  muscle  former   time,   to  have    suffered  severe 

was  very  remarkable,  and  first  directed  tension. 

the  attention  to  the  condition  of  the  The  tendon  of  the  long  head  of  the 

joint;  the  portion  ofthe  belly  of  the  biceps  muscle  was  not  separated  from  its 

muscle  appertaining  to  the  long  head,  origin,  but  displaced  from  the  groove, 

was  remarkably  short,  and  the  short  and  lay  loose  in  the  inner  part  of  the 

head,  unusually  developed,  appeared  in  cavity  of  the  joint ;  it  is  expanded,  and 

Sieat  measure  to  supply  the  place  of  bears  evidence  of  having  been  subjected 

e  other.  to  pressure  and  friction ;  one  suHace, 
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which  eorrespcRids  ta  the  head  of  the  Remarks. — There  are  several  points 

bone,  is  smooth  and  polished,  the  other  of  extreme    interest  in  Uie  foregoiuG[ 

presents  a  bundle  of  silvery  cords,  which  cases,  connected  with  the  pathological 

maj  be  spread  out  upon  the  finger  three  condition  of  the  shoulder-joint  conae- 

qiiartersof  an  inch  m  width;  the  bici-  quent  upon  severe  injuries,  which  pie- 

I»ital  groove  is  nearlj  filled  with  a  fibro-  sent  themselves  for  consideration ;  and 

igamentous  substance,  similar  in  struc*  I  conceive  might  be  attended  with  a 

ture  to  numeroas  small  bands,  which  ex-  verj  useful  lesson,  if  we  are  careful  to 

tend  across  the  joint  in  different  direc>  avoid  all  hasty  opinions,  and  only  select 

tions,  from  one  point  of  the  synovial  such  practical  inlerences  which  may  be 

membrane  to  another.  essential  in  accounting  for  many  cirenm- 

The  capsular  li^ment  had  been  much  stances  attending  accidents  of  the  shoql- 

stretched,  and  will  readily   allow  the  der-joint. 

head  of  the  humerus  to  be  displaced  un-  It  may  assist  us  in  forming  a  right 

der  the  coracoid  process  of  the  scapula,  judgment  of  the  case,  point  out  the  most 

resting  upon  the  inner  margin  of  the  rational  method  of  treatment,  and  ena- 

Slenoid  cavity.    There  is  no  distinct  evi-  ble    us    to    prevent  many  bad  conse- 

ence  of  the  capsule  having  been  rup-  c^uences  which  frequently  follow  inju- 

tured  in  any  other  situation  than  that  nes  of  this  important  articulation, 

alreadv mentioned, communicating  above  The  first  point  which  suggests  itself 

with  tne  bursa  beneath  the  deltoid  mus-  is,  that  a  severe  blow,  strain,  or  disloca- 

de.     There  were  small  bony  deposits  tion,   is  more  frequently  accompanied 

about   the  tubercles  of  the    humerus,  with  severe  local  injury  of  the  muscles 

which  were  within  the  general  capsule,  and  tendons,  in  the  immediate  neigh- 

and  here  and  there  smaU  patches  of  that  bourhood  of  a  joint,  than  we  should  be 

peculiar  porcelain  secretion.  otherwise  inclined  to  suppose. 

In  the  left  shoulder y  the  bursa  be-  I  have  formed  this  opinion  from  the 
neath  the  deltoid  muscle  was  found  verv  circumstance,  that  the  seven  cases  of 
larffe,  and  its  parietes  thickened,  but  it  severe  injuries  of  the  Moulder,  described 
dia  not  communicate  with  the  general  above,  occurred  in  the  comparative 
cavity  of  the  joint,  being  separated  by  a  small  number  of  dissections,  not  exceed- 
thick  layer  of  lymph.  The  capsular  li-  ing  forty  individuals  ;  and  I  think  I 
gament  was  perfect,  but  very  capacious,  may  therefore  safely  infer,  that  these 
and  apparently  thicker  than  natural,  effects  consequent  upon  severe  accidents 
The  head  of  the  humerus  moves  very  more  frequently  happen  than  are  sua* 
freely  in  its  socket,  and  may  be  easily  pected,  and  from  inadvertency  or  other 
drawn  beneath  the  inferior  margin  of  causes  are  entirely  overlooked  in  the 
the  glenoid  cavity.  The  tendon  of  the  ordinary  dissection  of  bodies, 
subscapularis  muscle  is  torn  from  the  '  It  is  a  curious  fact,  that  in  two  in- 
lesser  tubercle,  and  the  fibres  are  drawn  stances  both  joints  of  the  same  indivi- 
from  a  considerable  part  of  the  venter  of  dual  should  have  presented  nearly  simi- 
the  bone.  The  tendons  of  the  supra  lar  appearances,  and  that  the  same 
spinatus,  infra  spinatus,  and  the  teres  cause  should  probably  havc^  produced 
minor  muscles,  remain  attached  to  the  exactly  similar  results, 
greater  tubercle,  but  their  fibres  have  The  firequenc^,  in  these  cases,  of  the 
evidently  been,  at  some  former  time,  rupture,  or  tearing  away  from  its  origin, 
very  much  stretched.  of  the  tendon  of  the  long  head  of  the 
The  tendon  of  the  long  head  of  the  biceps  muscle,  and  its  subseouent  with- 
biceps,  as  in  the  preceding  ease,  was  drawal  from  the  joint  into  the  bicipital 
permanently  displaced  from  the  bicipi-  groove,  and  its  complete  and  permanent 
tal  groove,  ana  lay  at  the  inner  and  displacement  in  two  instances,  are  facts 
lower  part  of  the  joint,  playing  over  a  in  themselves  of  great  practical  impor- 
smooth  part  of  the  lesser  tubercle^  one  tance. 

surface  is  perfectly  smooth  and  glisten-  The  separation  of  the  tendon  of  the 

ing,  the  other  is  a  flattened  band  of  sil-  subscapularis  muscle  from  the  lesser  tu- 

very  fibres.     There  are  a  number  of  bercle  (excepting  in  one  case),  where  it 

fibro-ligamentous  bands  of  organized  was  only  partiiQly  torn  away,  may  be 

lymph  stretching  across  from  one  point  looked  upon  as  the  common  result  of 

of  the  capsule  to  another.    The  bicipital  the  accident  which  produced  these  ap- 

groove  is  nearly  obliterated  by  the  same  pearances  ;  not  so,  nowever,  with  the 

structure,  and  portions  of  ossific  matter  tendons  of  the  supra  and  infra  spinatus, 

have  been  deposited.  and  the  teres  minor  muscles,  from  the 
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greater  tubercle,    which  appear  to  be  cation,  in  which  the  head  of  the  humerus 

more  uncertain.    In  two  instances  all  is  drawn  forwards  afi^inst  the  coracoid 

three  tendons  were  torn  away ;  in  three  process  of  the  scapula,  but  ouickljr  sliM 

cases  only  the  tendon  of  the  supra  spi-  oack  again  into  its  natural  socket.    It 

natus;  and  in  the  remaining  two  cases,  is  an  example  of  a  rupture  of  the  round 

the  whole  of  the  tendons  preserved  their  tendon  of  the  biceps  muscle,  instead  of 

natural  attachments.  the  tendon  being  torn  away  from  iu 

The  capsular  lig^ament  appears  in  all  ojitnn. 
cases  to  bare  been  extensiTclj  lacerated        The    third    case,  I  am  ^  inclined  to 

at  the  upper  part,  and  to  have  communi-  think,  has  been  a  dislocation  into  the 

cated  wito  the  bursa  beneath  the  deltoid  axilla  or  on  the  dorsum  of  the  scapula : 

muscle,  with  only  one  exception,  which  it  exhibited  the  most  serious  injuries ; 

hardly  deserres  to  be  exduoed,  from  the  the  whole  of  the  tendons  of  the  muscles 

Tery  evident  thickening,  which  implies  were  torn  away  from  their  attachments, 
that  a  communication  nad  existed,  but        The  fourth  and  fifUi  cases  occurred  in 

that  union  had  afterwards  taken  place,  the  same  individual.    I  am  at  a  loss  to 

In  only  two  instances  could  any  thing  say  in  what  manner  the  bone  had  been 

like  a  laceration    be   detected  in  the  forced  to  produce  the  appearances  ob- 

lowerpart  of  the  capsule;  and  ev<^n  in  served,  but  I  am  inclined  to  think  it 

these  It  could  only  be  suspected  from  probable  that  they  are  both  examples  of 

the   thickness  of  the  capsule   in  this  Uie  dislocation  upwards.     I  find  tnat  Sir 

part    In  all  the  cases  the  capacity  of  Astle^  Cooper  says,  in  his  valuable  work 

the  general  capsule  was  much  increased,  on  Dislocations,  '*  It  has  been  supposed 

and  included  within  it  more  of  the  upper  that  a  dislocation  of  the  os  humeri  up- 

part  of  the  humerus  than  natural.    In  wards  might  occur,  but  it  is  obvious 

two  cases  it  distinctly  allowed  the  head  it  could  only  happen  under  fracture  of 

of  the  bone  to  be  aisplaced  from  the  the  acromion :  it  is  an  accident  I  have 

glenoid  surface  of  the  scapula  without  never  seen.''    In  strength  of  the  opinion 

le  least  difficulty.  I  venture  to  offer  in  these  examples,  I 

The  fibro-ligamentous  bands  must  be  fmd  that  the  humerus  may  be  readily 

considered  as  the  result  of  the  organiza-  displaced  upwards  when  the  acromion  is 

lion  of  fibrine  thrown  out  during  the  in-  fractured ;   so  diat  the  head  of  the  bone 

flammatory  stage  consequent  upon  the  rests  on  the    superior   margin  of  the 

first  effects  of  the  injury.    The  enamel-  glenoid  surface,  but  immediately  returns 

like  or  porcelain  secretion  may  probably  to  its  natural  situation. 
be  traced  to  a  similar  cause,  or  looked        It  has  been  suggested,  diat  the  acci- 

»pon  as  one  of  the  resources  of  nature,  -dent  might  have  happened  from  the  in- 

to  prevent  parts  subjected  to  unusual  dividual  fallinff'  down  stairs  while  the 

friction  from  being  materially  injured  arms  wero  half  extended,  or   by  any 

by  such  a  process.     In  all  the  cases  (ex-  violence  that  would  tend  to  throw  the 

cepting  case  II.)  the  joints  presented  head  of  the  bone  forcibly  upwards.    It 

more  or  less  of  the  fioro-ligamentons  is  a  remarkable  fact,  that  the  appear- 

bands,^  and  the  enamel-like  secretion  ances  in  one  shoulder-joint  should  be 

immediately  decides  the  question,  which  nearly  a  counterpart  of  the  appearances 

mifffat  otherwise  have  arisen  as  to  the  in  the  other ;  they  would  seem  to  have 

probable  data  of  the  iiyuries.  been  produced  at  the  same  time,  and 

It  is  likely  that  the  first  case  was  an  both  to  have  been  followed  by  severe  in- 

exannle  of  the  effects  that  may^  be  ex-  flammatory  symptoms,  as  evinced  by  the 

pected  to  follow  the  dislocation  into  the  fibro-liffamentous  bands  and  the  secre- 

axilla^  with  the  addition  of  a  rupture  tion  of  enamel  on    the   processes    of 

from  Its  origin  of  the  round  tendon  of  bone.  The  motion  between  the  fractured 

the  bieeps  muscle,  which,  according  to  ^ds  of  the  acromion  was  considerable, 

the  opinion  of  Sir  Asdey  Cooper,  is  by  and  each  surface  is  invested  with  a  layer 

no  means  to  be  considered  a  common  of  cartilage. 

circumstance,  or  generally  attendant  on        The  sixth  and  seventh  cases  likewise 

this  accident    It  would  seem  to  have  occurred  in  the  same  subject     The  ap- 

been  produced  by  a  severe  blow  on  the  pearances  in  the  right  shoulder,  I  thinic, 

top  of  the  shoulder,  from  the   appear-  clearly  indicate  that  it  is  an  example  of 

anceof  injury  and  fracture  of  the  bnme-  the  effects  of  a  dislocation  under  the 

ral  extremity  of  the  clavicle.  pectoral   muscle.     The  appearances  of 

The   second    case    is    probably  one  the  left  shoul^lcr  result,  pernaps,  from  a 

shewing  the   effects    of  partial    diMo-  dislocation  under  the  pectoral  muscle, 
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or  into  the  axilla.    The  curious  coinci-  of  his  caae :— He  contracted  a  stricture  at 

dence,  that  both  the  long  tendons  of  the  the  age   of  26,    which    embittered    the 

biceps  muscle  should  have  remained  dis-  greatest  portion  of  his  life,  having  brought 

placed,  and  that  both  should  present  the  »».»  at  different  periods,  incontmence  of 

»me    remarkable   character;  are  facts  unne,  fistulous  openings  m  the  perineum. 

question  occurred  to  me,  whether  the  atteiUon  to  it,  until  inconti^nce  of  urine 

pamand  mconyenience  a  patient  feels  came  on,  and  afterwards  urinous  abscesses, 

m  some  cases  for  a  considerable  time  produced  by  the  urethra  having  ulcerated 

after  the  reduction  of  a  dislocated  arm,  behind  the  stricture,  and  allowing  the  urine 

may  not  be  owing  to  the  long  tendon  of  to  escape.  He  then  consulted  Mr.  Wbatel j, 

the  biceps musclenaving  been  displaced  from  whom  he  obtlUned  considerable  re- 

from  its  groove^  which  would  not  only  lief.    After  Mr.  Whately's  death  the  stric- 

give  pain  bj  stretching  that  muscle,  but  ture  returned,  and  he  then  placed  himself 

Tery  considerably  affect  the  action  of  the  «*  different  times  under  the  care  of  other 

fore-arm?    In  this  case  I  should  think  ?"^"»»   ^'J'   without   receiving   much 

;*  ^<*i.*  ♦/»  ^»A  *ko  own.  •  <«An4i<»  .«^«a*^w  benefit  from  their  treatment  He  at  length, 

LtKi  ?ftfr  «il.?nH^    fw  fhT^^JZ  i»  1«W,  consulted  Dr.  James  Amott,  who 

motion  after  reduction,  that  {he  parte  ^„  j    ;d  ^he   dihitor  invented  by  him. 

mijrht  thereby  be  properly  replaced  and  f^^  ^^ich  he  obtained  eonsidermhle  re- 

adnjsted  to  their  wonted  situaUons.  i^ef,  being  enabled  to  pass  a  large  sound 

There  are  a  few  other  observations  I  into  theoladder,  and  making  water  in  a 

might  take  the  liberty  of  offering,  if  I  full-sized  stream.    Bv  the  aid  of  passing 

bad  not  already  extended  my  communi-  occasional  bougies,  whidi  kept  the  stric- 

cation  to  a  very  considerable  lengfth :  ture  open,  he  continued  pretty  well  until 

I  shall  therefore  conclude  by  assuring  1S3I,  when,  findinar  that  the  disease  had 

you  that  I  have  been  induced  to  draw  returned,  and  that  the  stricture  had  nearly 

up  the  account  of  these  cases  in  the  hope  c}^  "P  again,  he  attempted  to  use  the 

and  expectation  that  they  might  lead  to  ^^l  himself;  m  doing  so  however,  he 

someS^^^^  SS2^rifa^a?n^^S^^^^ 

may  have  had  opportunities  of  witness-  ^^^„      Considerable  ^heSTrrhage  fol- 

ing  similar  appearances  resulting  from  1^^^^  ^i,^  rupture  of  the  canal,  which  was 

severe  iniunes  of  the  shoulder-jomt.  succeeded  by  a  very  severe  fit  of  illness. 

It  willafiford  me  great  pleasure  at  any  Some  few  months  after  his  recovery,  and 

time  to  exhibit  the  preparations  which  finding  he  could  only  void  his  unne  by 

are  in  my  possession,  to  any  gentle-  drops,  he  passed  a  bougie  for  himself,  but 

man  who   may  be  desirous  of  seeing  was  bafil^  in  the  attempt :  the  stricture 

them. — I  remain,  sir,  ^^  impassable.    He  now  consulted  a  sur- 

Your  obedient  servant,  »*»»  *>f  *^«  greatest  eminence  in  the  City, 

John  Gregory  Smith.  T^^o  found  he  had  a  fiOse  passage  leading 

mto  the  rectum,  and  that  no  instrument 

Bnnt«;laQ  Theatre  of  AnatoinT.^  whatever  could  be  got  into  the  bladder. 

Great  WlndmUl-Str^Haymarket,  ^nder  these  cireumstances,  he  advised  him 

'  to  make  no  further  attempt  for  the  present, 

— — .^_..^_     fearing  that  the  passing  of  instruments 

might  only  add  to  the  mischief  already 
ON  FBBFORATION  done.    He  followed  this  advice ;  but  the 

Siwer  of  expelling  his  urine  having  greatly 
minished,    he  became  highly  nervous, 
STRICTURES  OF  THE  ITRETHRA.    and   fell   into   a   state  of  despondency: 

With  Catet  having  before  his  eyes  the  constant  dreaa 

of  complete  retention,  without  the  hope  of 

By  R.  a.  Stafford,  relief.    As  a  last  resource,  he  came  to  Lon- 

Snrfton  to  the  Mary-lc-bone  Inflnuary,  and  for-     don,  and  placed  himself  under  my  care. 

mcrly  Hoiue  Sanreon  to  St.  Bartholomew'a  On  examining  him,  I  found  the  cicatrices 

Bospiui.  of  old  fistulous  sinuses  in  the  scrotum  and 

[Contlnaed  firom  p.  S06.]  perineum,  and  that  one  of  them  still  re- 

—  mained  open,  and  allowed  a  few  drops  of 

"^^^  f'-.ll'^rir''*J''^  S?u^e!^irp^g!^"^L*LeL?^^ 

openings  tn  thePenneum,  anda  false  neiSbranous  portion  of  the  urethra,  and, 

passage  into  the  Rectum,  perforated.  ^  paaging  my  finger  into  the  rectum,  I 

Oct.  10th,  1832. — Captain  J.,  a  naval  could  feel  an  opening  which  appeared  to 

officer,  sbU  60,  gives  the  following  history  come  out  from  the  urethra  immediately 
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behind  the  bulb.  By  pressing  on  the  bou-  to  do  so ;  he  had  taken  e? cry  description 
flfie,  I  discoTered  also  another  false  passage,  of  medicine  administered  in  such  diseases, 
leading  on  one  side  of  the  urethra.  Al-  used  injections,  and  had  been  treated  for 
though  there  was  great  difficulty  in  pre-  stricture  by  the  common  methods,  without 
▼entittg  the  point  of  the  nrethral  perfora-  ever  obtaining  the  slightest  relief.  Har- 
tor  from  getting  into  one  'of  these  false  ing  been  so  long  harassed  from  the  above 
passages,  yet,  by  placing  m^  finger  in  the  causes,  he  fell  into  a  state  of  melancholy 
rectam,  and  guiding  the  point  of  the  in.  and  nenrous  irritability,  which  sometimes 
stmment,  I  was  enaoled  to  cut  in  the  right  idmost  amounted  to  insanity.  On  passing 
canaL  I  was,  however,  extremely  can-  a  bougie  for  him,  I  found  the  urethra  was 
tions,  and  nerer  made  more  than  one  or  diseased,  but  more  particularly  in  the  an- 
two  incisions  at  most,  at  a  time.  After  tenor  portion,  almost  throughout  its  whole 
employing  the  nrethral  perforator  four  or  oonne.  There  were  strictures  at  two 
fire  different  times,  I  accomplished  the  inches,  three  inches,  and  four  inches  from 
perforation,  and  left  a  catheter  in  the  blad-  the  or^oe,.  and  also  one  in  the  membra, 
der,  which  remained  there  for  a  week  or  nous  portion.  I  o])erated  on  the  two  first 
ten  days;  the  size  being  increased  every  at  once,  and  kept  the  parts  open  by  pass- 
other  day,  until  it  arrived  to  a  No.  12.  ing  bougies.  When  the  healing  procesii 
Steel  dilators  were  then  introduced  twice  had  taken  place,  and  when  the  contracted 
in  the  week,  and  in  six  weeks  ftom  the  parts  were  enlarged  to  the  natural  size  of 
time  he  fint  came  under  my  care  he  went  the  canal,  the  third  stricture  was  divided ; 
home  unite  well,  making  water  naturally,  this  also  was  kept  open  and  enlarged,  until 
and  bemg  able  to  pass  a  lai^e^sized  (No.  the  hardened  substance  of  whiai  it  was 
13)  sound  into  the  bladder.  The  false  formed  was  absorbed.  The  dischaige 
passage  communicating  with  the  rectum  ceased,  and  the  pain  and  irritability  of  toe 
nealed  up,  and  the  urine  did  not,  as  it  had  urethra  subsidea.  As  the  stricture  in  the 
done  before,  pass  through  the  one  in  the  membranous  portion  would  admit  through 
scrotum.  it  a  bougie,  and  as  I  had  reason  to  believe 

it  was  kept  up  from  sympathy  with  the 

Remarks.  —  A  more  difBcuIt  case  others,  I  recommended  it  to  be  treated  by 
could  not  well  have  been  offered  for  simple  dilatation.  It  yielded  to  this  me- 
treatment  tilian  the  present,  on  ac-  ^^^»  ^^^  ™y  patient  returned  back  to  bis 
count  of  the  false  passages,  and  the  own  count7perfecUy  well, 
difficulty  of  preventing  the  instni-  .  /  ^*^,«  since  heard  from  him  ,^  and  he 
ment  entering  into  them.  It  is  of  'n/onned  me,  that  from  having  been  one 
*!.  ..*—*'*  -7  JiT  I  *!.  *"  *"  of  the  most  miserable  men  in  existence,  he 
the  uUnost  importance  that  the  operator  is  now  one  of  the  most  hapj^. 
■hould  be  certam,  when  there  are  false  ''. 
passages,  that  he  is  in  the  right  canal.  Remarks.— A  dischaige  from  the 
or  otherwise,  bj  cutting  on  in  them,  he  urethra,  like  gleet,  is  one  of  the  corn- 
may  do  incalculable  mischief,  and  run  monest  symptoms  of  stricture ;  but  a 
the  risk  of  destroying  the  patient.  In  profuse  dfiscoaige,  resembling  gonor- 
such  cases,  therefore,  the  greatest  can-  rhcea,  is  not  so  common.  It  no  doubt 
tion  is  necessarj ;  and  more  than  one  or  arose,  in  this  case,  from  so  much  disease 
two  incisions  oupht  never  to  be  made,  on  being  present  in  the  anterior  part  of  the 
this  account,  with  the  urethral  perfora-  urethra,  and  thus  the  irritation  kept  up 
tor  at  one  operation.  a  constant  morbid  secretion  from  the 

It  would  appear  from  this,  as  well  as  mucous  membrane  lining  the  canal.     I 

from  other  cases  where  it  has  occurred,  have  seen  the  same  affection  occasion- 

that  when  the  urethra  is  ruptured  or  allj  take  place  in  other  cases  of  stric- 

torn,  it  is  usually  followed  by  considers-  tare,  and  it  has  usually   arisen  from 

ble  heBmorrbage.  some  excitement  of  the  part,  caused  hy 

irregularity  of  living,  drinking  mora 

Case  XIII. — Three  Sirietures  treated  wine  than  the  patient  is  in  the  habit  of 

hy  the  Lancetted  Stilette,  with  a  pro-  <loing,  &c.    As  I  have  remarked  before, 

jiue  discharge  resembling  Gonorrncea.  and   as  I  have  related  in  other  cases, 

1832.^Mr.  H.,  a  genUeman  residing  in  ^J!?!^^Z  ""V^!  '^?k-  *!i°'''  *"  """ 

Iielaad,  consulted  me  under  the  foUowing  c«««»o"  attendant  on  this  disease. 

eirramstaaces.    He  had  suffered  for  many  ^        xmr     o^*  .  «     • 

jearspastthemostdistressingpainandirri.  ^*®"  X.iy.^trteture,   productng  re- 
lation in  the  uiethra,  attended  by  a  profuse  temttan  of  urtne,  perforated. 
disehaige  resembling  gonorrhoBa;  he  had        In  September,  1833,  I  was  sent  for  to 

the  greatest  difficulty  in  passing  his  urine,  see  a  gentleman  in  Wales.    When  I  ar- 

and  was  teased  by  a  constant  indination  rived  tiiere  I  found  him  labouring  under 
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ntentloa  of  orine;  and,  after  having  ap-  bladder  night  nor  day.  The  pain  he  suf- 
pUed  leeches  to  the  perineum,  plaoed  him  fered  was  so  excemive  that  his  mind  be- 
in  a  wazm  bath,  and  employed  the  usual  came  affected,  and  he  lost  his  reason.  He 
remedies,  without  relief,  I  at  once  pro-  now  was  sent  to  the  sea.  His  intellect 
ceeded  to  operate.  The  stricture  was  only  and  general  health  improved,  but  the 
three  inches  down  the  canal,  and  was  stricture  remained  the  same.  On  his 
quite  impeiteeable.  By  three  incisions  return  to  London,  he  took  quinine,  and 
with  the  blade  of  the  urethral  perforator  bougies  were  passed  for  him,  but  they  could 
the  stricture  was  permeated :  a  catheter  not  be  introduced  into  the  bladder.  He 
was  passed,  and  more  than  three  pints  of  went  to  the  sea  again,  and  bathed,  but  derived 
urine  drawn  off;  it  was  left  in  the  bladder  no  benefit.  The  incontinence  of  urine  in- 
three  days.  When  I  felt  that  my  patient  creased,  and  his  sufferings  were  very  great, 
was  secure  from  a  return  of  retention,  having  constant  irritation  in  the  urethra, 
I  left  him,  requesting  him  to  follow  me  up  and  great  pain  in  the  loins  and  hips.  In 
to  town  to  complete  his  cure ;  he  did  so :  this  miserable  state,  by  the  advice  of  Mr. 
steel  dilators  were  passed,  until  the  stric  Salmon,  he  came  to  me,  and  he  got  himself 
ture  was  made  as  laige  as  the  natural  size  admitted  into  the  St  Marylebone  Infir- 
of  the  canal.-  He  has  remained  well  ever  mary,  under  my  care, 
since.  When  T  saw  nim,  nothing  could  be  more 

wretohed  than  his  condition.     He  was  ex- 

Remark.— There  is  but  little  doubt  tremely  emaciated;  he  had  a  distressed 
that  bad  not  the  urethral  perforator  and  anxious  countenance ;  his  spirits  were 
been  saccessfully  employed  in  this  case,  depressed  to  the  utmost  degree;  he  was 
the  bladder  must  have  been  punctured.      feeble  and  tremulous;  his  urine  escaped 

from  him  drop  by  drop,  into  a  little  leather 

Case  XV. -^Stricture  arUi^ig  from  an    bucket  attached  to  the  penis ;  his  person 

accident  perforated.  ^"  offensive  both  to  himself  and  those 

'^    *^  around  him,  from  a  urmous  factor;  he 

Thomas  Clerk,  set.  32,  was  admitted  into  had  no  appetite,  and  his  pulse  was  quick 
the  St  Marylebone  Infirmary,  8th  Janu-  and  irritable.  The  bladder  was  tender 
ary,  1633,  with  a  stricture  of  the  urethra,  on  pressure,  and  the  urine  deposited  a 
He  states  that  he  received  a  hurt  in  An-     mucous-purulent  secretion.    On  examin- 

Kst  1831,  oil  board  a  ship,  by  missing  his  ing  his  urethra,  I  found  a  stricture  sitn- 
Id  of  a  rope,  when  he  fell  with  the  whole  ated  five  inches  down  the  canal,  which 
weight  of  his  body  upon  the  edge  of  a  gave  the  sensation,  when  pressed  upon, 
bipcket  which  was  on  the  deck,  and  which  as  if  the  point  of  the  bougie  rested  against 
struck  him  between  the  legs,  on  the  peri-  an  indurated  solid  mass, 
seum.  He  bled  very  mudi  at  the  time,  Jan.  12th.— The  urethral  perforator  was 
and  for  some  time  afterwards,  from  the  passed  down  to  the  obstruction,  and  the 
nrethra,  and  only  a  few  drops  of  urine  oc-  blade  of  the  lancet  was  thrust  ont  at  its 
easionally  escaped.  He  remained  in  this  point  About  half  an  inch  of  ihe  stricture 
state  for  three  days,  when  total  retention  was  permeated.  Only  a  few  drops  of 
came  on.  The  usual  means  mrere  em-  blood  followed  the  incisions,  and  no  pain 
ployed,  but  with  no  effect,  and  a  catheter  was  given.  A  bougie  was  passed  every 
was  attempted  to  be  passed,  but  it  could  day,  by  which  the  divided  part  was  kept 
not  be  got  into  the  bladder.    He  had  had    open. 

eomplete  retention  for  forty  hours,  when,  18th. — ^The  instrument  was  again  em- 
baving  taken  a  dose  of  castor  oil,  he  was  ployed,  and  nearly  half  an  inch  more  of 
seisea  with  violent  Tomiting,  and  during  the  stricture  permeated.  The  same  treat- 
the  effort  of  straining  made  at  the  time,  a  ment  was  followed, 
large  quantity  of  coagulated  blood  was  24th.— 'On  this  day  the  obstruction  was 
foiced  out  of  the  urethra.  He  now  was  completely  perforated,  and  a  catheter 
able  to  void  a  few  drops  of  urine,  and  he  passed  into  tne  bladder.  Daring  the  whole 
had  an  inclination  to  do  so  every  ten  operation,  at  each  time  it  was  performed, 
minutes.  From  this  time  he  gradually  got  it  required  considerable  force  to  penetrate 
better,  until  he  could  make  water  in  a  very  the  indurated  stricture.  But  little  pain 
■mall  stream,  but  he  found  himself  much  was  ffiven,  and  no  bleeding  of  any  moment 
reduced.    He  continued  in  this  state  for    resulted. 

about  a  month,  when  ho  consulted  an  emi-  A  catheter  was  left  in  the  bladder  for 
Bent  snrgeoo,  under  whose  care  he  re-  four  days,  but  be  could  not  bear  it  longer, 
mained  for  two  months,  but  no  instrument  Steel  dilators  were  then  passed  every 
coald  be  introduced  through  the  stricture  other  day ;  and  when  the  stricture  had 
into  the  bladder.  He  gradually  got  worse,  •  entirely  disappeared,  he  was  discharged 
and  became  so  weak  and  thin,  as  almost  to    from  the  hospital. 

resemble  a  skeleton.  Incontinence  of  urine  The  general  treatment  of  thia  case  waa 
came  on,  and  he  had  no  power  over  the    strictly  antiphlogistic.    Leeches  were  fi«. 
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Suently  applied  to  the  region  of  the  bUd-  followed,  by  the  corresponding'  one  of 

er:   aperients,  opiates,   and  emollients,  the  opposite  side. 

were  adminUtered  as  the  symptoms  re-        u  ^  central  incisor  of  the  under.jaw 

quired  them ;  and  when  Ae  inflammation  ^  genendlj  the  first  tooth  that  is  ob- 

had  sabaded,tomcswere  taken  with  gnat  ^j»^      j/j,  ^^,^  observed  aboot 

adrantage.  ^^  nxfih  or  serenth  month,  and  is  imme- 

RsMARKs.^The  distressing  state  to  diatelj  afterwards  followed  by  its  fellow, 

which  this  poor  fellow  Was  fenced  waa  The  corresponding  teeth  in  the  upper, 

deplorable.    The  only  treatment  which  jaw  make  their  appearance  in  the  same 

could  have  been  adopted  for  him,  ex-  manner,  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeka. 
cepting  perfontion,  was  division  of  the        *'  The  under  lateral  incisors  next  ad- 

stncture  from  the  perineum;  but  it  is  Tance,  about  the  eighth  or  ninth  month, 

doubtful  whether,  in  the  enfeebled  sUte  and  are  soon  afterwards  followed  by  the 

in  which  he  was,  he  could  hare  borne  so  corresponding  upper  ones.    The  whole 

severe  an  operation.    It  is  most  pro-  of  the  incisors  are  thus  usually  seen 

bable,  from  the  great  haemorrhage  that  when  the  child  is  nine  or  ten  montha 

ensued  afbr  the  accident,  that  the  urethra  old. 

was  ruptured.  ^  The   canine   teeth,  which  in  ar* 

[To  be  eoatlawd.]  rangement  are  ntnated  next  to  the  inci- 

Bors,  are  so  much  more  deeply  placed  m 

— the  maxfllary  bones,  that  they  seldom 

make  their  appearance   until  the  fif^ 

ANALYSES  ARoNOTICESor  BOOKS,  teenth  or  sixteenth  month,  and  are  pre. 

ceded  by  the  first  grinding  tooth,  which 

«•«!«  4—  .^.-^  A.ii^^*^.,«*i«i«M«nr«*  is  usually  present  on  both  sides,  above 

tacksbf^ger."— D'AuiMBSBT.  and  below,  when  the  child  is  one  year 

old. 

^    ..         ^  m     A     ^  J    »i     .        "  The   second   temporanr  grinding 

Omibmm  of  O^  AmaUmy  mU  PW  i^eth  are  consideraWylater  in  appeal 

oto^  ojr  t*e  Teet*,  mmd  timr  i#it-  j„     ^j  seldom  perforate  the  guma 

MM«  mndTremtm^i  wttk  Prmthc^  ^„jjj  ^^  ^„j  ^f  ^^  .^eond  or  beginning 

OftierMfums    on    Artt/ctml    Tteth.  ^f  ^^  ^^  y^     When  these  tee£ 
By  D.  WmMYM  Jobww,  Member  of   ^  obtained,  Uie  temporary  set  is  com- 

the  College  of  Suijgeoiiay  Dentist  m  pieced." 

Ordinary  to  hia  Majesty,  8ce.  y^^^  regard  to  their  removal,  our 

Thskb  ia  more  practical  infoimatton  in  autirarsays: — 

this  book  than  we  have  met  with  in  anjr       «  About  die  fifUi  or  sixth  year  of  age, 

other  on  the  teeth.    Mr.  Jobeon,  indeed,  the  roots  of  these  teeth  are  removed  by 

leaves  few  parts  of  his  subject  untouched,  absorption ;  the  denUl  aheoibent  veaaela 

and  has  generaUy  somethings  valuable  being  stimulated  either  by  the  pressure 

or  originu  to  say  on  all.  or  by  the  advance  of  the  bodies  of  the 

In  the  few  following  extracta,  for  permanent  teeth.    When  the  fangs  aro 

whidi  we  moat  endeavour  to  find  room,  thus  removed,  the  teeth,  being  deprived 

wehavetakennopainatobeaelect:  we  of  their  aupport,    become    loose,    and 

looked    thioog|h    the  volume   without  eventually  drop  out    When  this  occurs, 

any  prepoaseasion,  but  soon  Ibviid  our-  tfieir  necks  have  sometimes  a  splintered 

s^vea  intereated  with  many  paasages.  appearance,  as  if  the  teeth  had  been 

Meet  of  our  readers  will  recollect  the  broken  across;  although  in  general  the 

dillerence  of  opinion  aet  forth,  not  long  removal  of  the  fangs  is  so  completely 

ago,  in  this  journal,  relative  to  the  order  effected  by  absorption,  as  to  have  given 

in  whidi  the  temporaiT  teeth  make  their  rise    to    the    popular    but    erroneous 

appearanoe.     Dr.  Aahhumer  and  Mr.  opinion  that  the  temporary  ieelh  have 

Hunter  expressed  themselvea  distinctly  no  roots. 

on  the  question.    Mr.  Jobson  ^eaks  aa       **  Occasionally,  however,  the  fangs  of 

IUlow8>—  several  of  these  teeth  seem  to  escape  the 

"  The  nnder  teeth  almost  always  per-  action  of  the  absorbents,  and  these  may. 

forate  the  guma  before  the  np|Mr  ones;  then  remain  firm  in  their  sockets  for 

and  in  both  jaws  they  advanee  in  paira,  •  many  years.    This  occurrence  will,  of 

one  tooth  appearing  on  the  right  or  lefl  coarse,  prevent  the  corresponding  teeth 

aide  of  the  centre  Ime,  and  either  aeeom-  of  the  permanent  set  from  advancing  at 

panied,  or  in  the  coarse  of  a  fow  daya  the  proper  period ;  although  they  may 
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aAerwards  appear  when  the  temporary  something'  of  his  own,  and  in  numerous 

ones  ba?e  been  removed  in  the  course  instances  been  influenced  by  the  vanity 

of  time  in  the  usual  manner.  of  attaching  his  name  to  what  he  thinks 

^  1  have  no  doubt  that  it  is  invarikbly  pT0f>er  to  term  'improvements,'  which, 

from  this  occurrence  that  those  anoma-  m  nine  cases  out  or  ten,  will  be  consi. 

lies  of  the  appearance  of  new  teeth  at  dered  to  be  the  reverse,  by  every  one 

an  advanced   period    of  life    proceed,  excepting  himself, 

which   are    erroneously   considered  as  ^  **  The  Tooth-key  is  an  old  inven^ 

part  of  a  new  set    As  an  instance  of  tton,  or  rather  a  modification  of  the  an- 

^this,  I  may  mention  the  following  case :  cient  and  obsolete  instrument  known  bv 

"About  a  year  ago,  I  met  with  a  the  name  of  the  '  paces ;'   and  althougn 

gentleman,  upwards  of  forty  years  of  it  is  now  the  fashion  to  despise  and 

age,  who  still  retained  some  of  the  tern*  abuse  it,  (especially  with  those  persons, 

porary  incisors  of  the  lower  jaw,  and  as  Mr.  Bell  well  remarks,  who  secretly 

the  canines  of  the  upper.    One  of  the  rniort  to  its  use,)  it  is,  unquestionably^ 

latter  required  to  be  removed,  on  ac-  still  the  safest,  and,  perhaps,  also  t&e 

count  of  the  pain  which  caries  of  it  most  useful  of  all  the  instruments  that 

fave  rise  to ;  and  its  root  was  found  to  are  employed  for  the  extraction  of  the 
e  quite  entire  and  sound.  I  persuaded  teeth, 
the  gentleman,  contrary  to  his  own  in-  "  The  remark  I  have  'made  of  the  in- 
clination, to  have  no  artificial  tooth  put  convenience  and  annoyance  which  are 
In  its  place ;  and  the  advice  has  been  occasioned  to  the  student,  by  the  sug- 
justified  by  the  event,  as  he  has  recently  gestions  of  those  persons  who  are  sq 
informed  me  that  a  new  tooth  is  now  much  more  industriously  engaged  in 
making  its  way  through  the  gum."  altering  and  inventing  instruments,  than 
It  is  well  known  that  the  occasional  in  qualifying  themselves  to  use  them, 
existence  of  a  third  set  of  teeth  is  be-  can  nowhere  be  better  illustrated  than  in 
lieved  rather  implicitly  by  .some  persons,  the  case  of  the  tooth-key,  which  has,  in 
Mr.  Jobson,  as  we  have  just  seen,  ra-  many  instances,  been  rendered  almost 
tionally  and  simply  accounts  for  the  wholly  useless  by  their  contrivances, 
phenomenon ;  but  so  firmly  is  he  per-  No  other  example  of  this  need  be 
suaded  of  the  truth  of  his  position,  that  adduced  than  that  afforded  by  the  ad- 
we  cannot  help  quoting  his  words,  while  ditioual  fulcrum,  which  was  proposed 
we  can  scarcely  suppress  a  smile  at  some  years  agfo,  with  the  view  of  re- 
their  force : — ''  The  idea  of  the  exis-  moving  the  pressure  from  the  affected 
fence  and  advance  of  a  third  set  of  tooth,  to  the  adjoining  sound  ones  on 
teeth  after  the  second  have  been  re-  each  side  of  it.  In  conseouence  of  this 
moved,  is  so  diametrically  opposed  to  *  improvement,'  it  generally  happened 
eveiT  principle  of  physiolog^^,  that  I  that  these  teeth  were  severely  injured  by 
shall  not  believe  in  it  until  it  is  sub-  the  operation ;  and,  I  believe,  it  not  un- 
stantialjy  proved  that  the  head  will  freqiieutly  occun-ed,  that  the  whole  three 
again  spring  from  the  shoulders  afler  teeth  were  turned  out  instead  of  one. 
toe  individual  has  undergone  the  ordeal  '*  The  forceps  is  also  a  very  ancient 
of  the  guillotine,**  instrument,  and  is  perhaps  the  most  ori- 
The  remarks  on  the  diseases  of  the  ginal  of  all,  as  it  may  naturally  be  sup- 
teeth  and  their  treatment,  are  full  and  posed  to  have  been  the  implement  em- 
satisfactory ;  and  the  suggestions  rela-  ployed  by  those  *  artists*  wno  formerly 
tive  to  the  proper  use  of  the  numerous  took  a  share  in  performing  this  opera> 
anstnimeuts  employed  in  dental  surgery,  tion." 

cannot  but  be  valuable  to  all  students  ^   "  The  forceps  is  a  far  more  difficult 

and  junior  practitioners.   We  will  quote  Instrument  to  use  than  the  tooth-key  ; 

a  few  passages  from  what  our  author  although  this. will  not,  at  first  sight,  be 

■ays  respecting  extraction  of  the  teeth,  evident,  on  looking  to  their  respective 

^  Thfe  instruments  Uiat  are   requirr  constructions,  or  attending  to  the  mode 

ed  for  performing  extraction,  are  the  in  which  they  act;  as  the  forceps  re- 

ToQth-key,  the  Forceps,  the  Elevator,  or  moves  the  teeth  perpendicularly  from 

Punch.    An  endless  variety  of  form  and  their  sockets,  and  the  key  always,  with- 

modification  of  these  instruments  are  to  draws  them,  in  a  ^eater  or  less  degree, 

be  found,  almost  every  dentist  having  in  a  lateral  direction.     But  it  ¥[ii\  soon 

conceived  it  to  be  necessary  to  invent  be  discovered  on  a  comparative  trial  of 

338,— XIV.  U 
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die  two ;  and  the  openlor  will  find,  Tke  Amaimmf  mmd  Swyery  oflmpummi 

that,  in  appljinflr  the  forceps,  great  can-  and  Femerml  Hermim,  WmsirmUd  by 

tion  is  necessary,  to  aToid  the  danser  of  PUte»  coimartd  frwm  wHmrt^  mmd  ta. 

breaking  the  tooth,  and  considerable  ex-  tenpened  mfiik  PrmeUoml  Rtmmrk: 

perience  is  required  to  enable  him  to  By    £.    W.   Tusom,    F.  L.  S^    &e. 

use  the  instrument  with  facility.    But  Churchill,  1834. 

when  a  command  of  it  is  once  acqoired,  m              -^    r  .i.-         _«-         •  .   •    .« 

it  i«  ondoubtedlj  the  mort  sppUoible  of  ^h*  ment  of  Am  woik  coi^  lo  the 

all  those  that  ak  employed  for  the  «t-  """^on  of  the   plates ;   th«e  have 

tncUon  of  the  teeth.  moTeaWepaite,  representugr  the  Uyew 

"  The  elevator,  or  panch.  i*  the  Id.  "f  ^  ditfcrent  textures  as  ftej  socees. 

slrament  required  for  the  removal  of  «»e]yP'«ent  themaelvea.  ami  ue  .0  ar- 

the  roou,  wten  the  bodies  of  the  teeth  ^?S^  "  ^'^  *«  »«*.«n>»»»  ^^ 

have    been   deatreved    br   cariet,    «r  of  fimonJ  and  inguinal  henua  in  a  verjr 

broken  over,  either  by  a^ent.  w  by  «'«"  "^  ,*T^^  ^f?"*'-    ^ 

ineffectual  attempU  at  extiaction.  "S '^"'**'*°L"**?{f:'*^A" '?^'*- 

-Many  nnsu^ful  attempte  have  '"fiT^  'H*'^'"'°'5!  student; 

been  made  to  construct  an  ii^ment  f"*"  *»"«*  such  plans  ouj^ht  never  to 

by  which  the  teeth  might  in  every  in-  !;H'''.1.P'*^..°'^  ~2?!l  ^w****?".  je* 

•Unce   be   perpendicularly  with<frawn  *«  '»f»'«J«'  thej  •«>«>  »  conducting 

fiom  their  s^kJu:    I  have  seen  severel  J*"*  d«s««t>ona  advantageoi^y,  and  m 

contrivances  for  thU  purposes,  and  can  »"£«»«»?  *«  •«>•*>'«  P*»'*«>»  "'  *« 

give  no  better  idea  of  theircomplicated  P*^..»"  ^f  «ne™o«7.  •«  fy>if^  "°- 

Lncture,  than  by  comparing  them  to  a  q»«tionable.     A   good  digrst  of  the 

steam^ne  on  i  sma&  scak,  or  to  the  "»«*  important  facts  connected  with  the 

mysterio^  machine  with  which  Hogarth  8"*IJfet .»  embodied  in  the  text,  and  the 

decorates  the  studio  of  die  charlat^  in  ^'"»1«  «•  '«"  deserving  of  encourage- 

Mariagt  i  la  MotU.    The  formidable  '^^'"- 

dimensions  and  appearance  of  such  an  ^^^^^_^;^_^^^^;_^_^____^^^^^,;^,,^^,^ 
instrument  must  always  prevent  it  being 

applied  to  a  patient  of  ordinary  delicacy.  MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

But  even  if  these  insuperable  objectiona  Stmrtlmg,  Mmu  24, 1834. 

could  be  sonnounted,  there  are  many  

cases  in  which  it  could  never  be  em-  «...       ,>.     „   .   .■        ■■.■  ^    »  . 

,         .      .^i_      .  >              •        .L     j>A!     1.  Licet  omolbos.  licet  etiua  mihl.  algnlUtem 

plored  without  tncreasing  the  difficullj  ^^«,  j,^,^  ^^^^^  p,,e„^  „^  ^^„%„4, ,, 

and  nam  of  the  operation.    The  larspe  pubUcom  sit,  dioendi  pOTiesium  00a  rtcaaob" 

ffrinoers  of  the  upper-jaw,  for  example,  Cicsko. 

nom  the  irregular  form  of  their  roots,  

and  the  mode  in  which  they  diverge,  THE  LATE  ARCTIC  EXPEDITION, 
could  scarcely  erer  be  removed  from 

their  sockeU  in  a  perpendicular  direc-  A  report  has  recently  been  laid  be- 

tion,  without  extensive  fracture  of  the  fore    the  House  of  Commons  by  the 

alveolar  processes."  ^^^^  committee   appointed  to  inquii* 

But  we  must  recollect  our  limits,  and  .  ,    ,.           .^        j         .         y.  ^     .  . 

U^ave  the  reader  who  is  interested  with  ""^^  ^^  ™^7**  *"^  services  of  Captain 

what  specimens  we  have  here  been  en-  John  B.oss  in  his  late  expedition  to  the 

abled  to  insert,  to  follow  up  bis  ac  Arctic    Seas.      We  have  perused   the 

quaintance    with    the    author    in    the  document  with  much  interest,  and  have 

f  olume  Itself.    We  regret  that  we  have  ...         .     •^      i-  1. 

no  loom  for  noticing*^  many  exceUent  **^^°  ^  ™^°^  *^'"fi^  ^"  *'  ^^*^^  ^*^ 

hinto  jfivcn  in  that  part  which  treats  of  thought  might  serve  to  excite,  if  not  to 

artificial  teeth  ;    we  cannot,  however,  satisfy,  the    curiosity    of  the  medical 

close  our  remarks  without  once  more  ^ader,  that  we  resolved  to  devote  a 

commending  the  candour  and   abilitj  .^  ^  ^                             1 .          a*^     r 

which   are   dbplayed   throughout  the  f^ort  space  in  our  journal  to  a  notice  of 

lyorl^  Its  contents.    It  1^  indeed  one  of  the 

__^_^  privileges   of  our  profession,   that   it 

touches' almost  all  the  concerns  of  hu- 
man nature  in  some  point  or  other;  and 
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in  the  temporaiy  calm  of  medical  politics,  one  of  his  Teasels  (the  Fury)  on  the 
arising  from  the  protracted  labours  of  one  western  side  of  the  Inlet.    We  will  not 
Parliamentatj  Committee,  perhaps  it  follow  Captain  Ross  in  his  proj^fress  into 
may  not  be  amiss  to  direct  our  attention  the  Oulph  of  Boothia,  nor  pretend  to 
for  a  few  moments  to  what  has  been  done  describe  the  continent  and  isthmus,  and 
by  another,  oonceming  a  subject  of  so  at-  the  large  number  of  islands,  riyers,  and 
tractiTC  a  nature  generally,  and  having,  lakes,  which  he  is  said  to  hare  discover- 
besides,  an  especial  reference  to  some  ed,  for  we  have  not  the  means  of  tracing 
topics  of  medical  science,  from  its  in-  him  satisfactorily;  nor  indeed  is  it  our 
ToMng  certain  physiological  facts  of  no  purpose    to    give  a  regular  summary 
small  importance.  of  the  voyage :  we  hasten  to  notice  some 
There  is  always  something  captivat-  of  the  circumstances  which  are  more  in 
ing  in  the  story  of  labours  passed  and  our  way.    The  first  winter  was  spent  in 
difficulties  overcome :  nor  is  the  narra-  comparative  ease,  in  Felix  Harbour; 
tive  of  Captain  Ross  (so  far,  at  least,  as  but  another  and  another  followed--those, 
we  can  gather  it  from  the  minutes  of  his  namely,  that  were  spent  in  SherifPs  and 
evidence)  by  any  means  destitute  of  at-  Victory  Harbours^wbich  were  amply 
tractions  of  fhatsort  Quite  independently  sufficient  to  put  their  endurance  to  the 
of  the  scientific  importance  of  the  late  test     In  January   1831,  the  thermo> 
expedition,  it  is  perhaps  one  of  the  most  meter  sometimes  stood  as  low  as  sixty 
striking  features  of  its  history,  that  of  degrees  and  a  half  below  zero,  or  ninety- 
the   three-and-twenty  individuals  who  two  degrees  and  a  half  below  the  freez- 
composed  the  adventurous  band,-— who  ing  point  of  Fahrenheit ;  and  in  those 
spent  four  years  and  a  half  in  their  two  winters  of  1830  and  1831  generally 
vndertaking  (inclusive  of  four  successive  it  may  be  observed,  that  so  intense  was 
winters),  in  the  endurance  of  hardships  the  cold,  that  the  thermometer  was  fre- 
'  such  as  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of  few  per-  quently  as  low  as  eighty,  and  occasionally 
sons  for  so  lengthened  a  period,— all  re-  at  eigfaty-five  degrees  below  the  freeaing 
tamed,  with  the  exception  of  three,  two  point ! 

of  whom  died  natural  deaths,  as  they  no  At  the  last-mentioned  station  they 
donbt  would  have  done  had  they  re-  were  obliged  to  abandon  their  ship ; 
mained  at  home,  and  one  alone  perished  and  as  their  only  chance  of  reach- 
from  the  severity  of  the  climate  and  ing  a  place  of  shelter,  in  the  pro- 
other  influences.  This  fact  of  itself  spect  of  spending  another  year  in 
shduld  give  a  prominent  degree  of  in-  these  regions,  they  determined,  in 
terest  to  the  cireumstances  of  the  expe-  May  1832,  when  driven  nearly  to  the 
dition ;  but  we  must  enter  a  little  more  last  extremity,  to  proceed  over  ice  and 
into  detail.  frozen  snow,  a  distance  of  200  miles, 
Having  sailed  from  England  in  May,  between  the  70th  and  74th  degrees  of  la- 
1820,  the  party  made  for  Prince  titade,  to  the  place  where  the  Fury  had 
Regent's  Inlet  as  directly  as  possible,  been  wrecked,  but  where  they  had  rea- 
that  being  the  route  by  which  the  attempt  son  to  expect  they  should  find  the  pro- 
was  this  time  to  be  made  to  determine  visions  which  had  been  saved  from  that 
the  question  of  a  north-west  passage,  vessel.  This  distance  of  200  miles. 
They  reached  the  Inlet  in  August,  and  which  seems  to  have  been  made  nearly 
were  soon  in  a  track  hitherto  unexplored.  300,  in  the  anxiety  of  the  party  to 
It  will  be  remembered  that  it  was  here  leave  nothing  important  unexamined, 
that  Captain  Parry  was  obliged  to  turn  was  effected  nnder  cireumstances  of  ex- 
back  on  his  last  voyage  in  search  of  a  treme  suflering ;  however,  by  an  ec^ 
north-west  passage  in  1824^,  having  lost  nomy  next  to  starvation,    and  by  the 
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inost  cantious  managemeHt,  they  suc>  strongest  of  the  party,  he  pushed  on  to 

ceeded  in  attaining^  their  object.     We  the  place  where  the  stores  of  the  Fury 

learn    some    extraordinary    facta     re-  were  expected  to  be  found.     **  I  ad- 

lative  to    this   part    of    their    history  vanced,"  he  says  in  his  evidence,  "  to 

from   Captain    Ross's  evidence.      The  see  whether  they  were  there  or  not ;  for 

manner   of  their  bivouac,    it     seems,  had  the  party  gone  there  without  finding 

was    this.       The    party,    which    then  the  provisions,  the  whole,  or  nearly  the 

consisted     of     twenty-one,    was     di-  whole,  of  them  must  have  perished." 

vidcd   into  three   companies  of  seven  To  the  experience,  indeed,  and  the  inde- 

each,underthecareof  an  officer.   Three  fatignble  activity  of  this  jrentleman, 

trenches  were  dug  at  night  in  the  snow,  the  success  of  the  late  expedition  (so  far 

each  large  enough  to  contain  seven  peo-  as  it  has  been  successful)  must  be  mainly 

pie;  every  man  was  provided  with  a  attributed.     There  is,  we  believe,  no 

sack  made  of  blanketting,  and  some-  other   individual    who    has   had   such 

times  lined  with  fur;  into  this  he  got  at  ample    opportunities    of    acquaintance 

night,  and  stowed  himself  along  with  with  the  Arctic  and  Polar  seas :  he  has 

his  six  companions,  in  the  trench,  where  now  been  out  in  six  voyages  to  the 

though   laid   on  the  frozen  snow,  yet  northern    and    north-eastern    districts, 

by  their  mutual  warmth  they  contrived  beginning  with  his  uncle's  first  in  1818, 

to  pass  some  hours  in  sleep  tolerably  and  he  has  spent  fourteen  summers  and 

enough.    These  sacks  were  secured  so  eight  winters  in  those  inhospitable  re- 

as  not  to  allow  any  of  their  limbs  to  be  gions  of  the  globe.    The  attainments, 

drawn  out  at  night;  and  even  the  face  moreover,  of  Commander  Ross,  as  a  man 

was  provided  with  a  covering  necessary  of  science,  are  of  a  very  high  order,  and, 

to  protect  it  from  frost-bite.  we  are  glad  to  perceive,  are  appreciated 

The  cold  on  this  journey  was  some-  in  the  proper  quarters, 

times  at  thirty- two  below  zero,  or  sixty-  .    Soon  after  reaching  Fuiy  Beach,  it 

four  degrees  below  freezing  of  Fahren-  was  attempted  to  cross  the  inlet,  and  to 

heit;  and  to  add  to  their  suffering,  worn  get  into  Lancaster  Sound,  where  there 

down  as  they  must  have  been  by  the  hard-  might  be  a  chance  of  being  relieved 

ships  of  three  winters,  the  fatigue  of  from  their  perilous  circumstances,  per- 

dragging  themselves  along  was  not  a  haps,  by  some  whaler :  but  the  attempt 

little  aggravated  by  their  being  burdened  was  unsuccessful;   the    ice    remained 

with  their  tents,  their  collections  of  spe-  unbroken    during   the  whole   of  that 

cimcns,  their  ftiel,  and  what  provisions  summer;  and  their  only  chance  of  sur- 

remained  to  them.     By  the  time  they  viving  now  was  to  make  the  best  ar- 

reached  Fury  Beach  they  were  reduced,  rangements  they  could  for  spending  the 

even  on  their  scant  allowance,  to  their  winter  at  the  Beach.  The  history  of  this 

last  day's  provbions ;  and  we  may  very  winter  is  without  a  parallel  in  the  annals 

well  conceive  the  dreadful  alternative,  of  navigation ;  for  all  who  have  ever  been 

bad  they  reached  the  spot  where  they  reduced  to  such  straits  afUr  the  wreck 

hoped  to  find  the  means  of  sustenance,  of  their  vessel,  have  miserably  perished, 

and  been  disappointed.    Such  a  shock,  Sir  Hugh  Willoughbj's  story  is  well 

in  the  necessarily  depressed  state  of  their  known :  himself  and  crew  all  perished  *; 

minds,  must  have  been  attended  with  _ — — ^~.^-^— — — ^— _ 

the  most  deplorable  consequences.  •  - 1„  thete  fell  re^oDS,  in  Anloa  caaxbt. 

To  the  .pint  «>d  energy  of  Com-  fSitS.S::::f'd."'h?'JfJt'hth'i'X.cr.w. 

mander  James  Ross,  on  this  occasion  as  Each  fuu  exerted  at  hu  aeveni  uak, 

,      ,             ,               ,                         ,  Prose  Into  statae* ;  to  the  cordage  Klned 

on  several  others,  the  people  were  much  The  Mllor,  aad  the  pilot  to  the  helm.** 

indebted.    Taking  with  him  two  of  the  Tbomion;  frimer. 
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mnd  the  RosBian  partj  at  Spitzberj^n  "  is  here  immediately  followed  by  a 
were  also  found  dead  from  cold.  Here,  condensatioii  of  all  the  moisture,  whe* 
iheu,  we  have  a  general  fact  of  ther  from  the  breath,  victuals,  or  other 
▼erj  high  importance  to  aU  who  are  sources,  into  abundant  drops  of  water, 
interested  in  ascertaining  the  powers  very  rapidly  forming  on  all  colder  parts 
and  resources  of  the  animal  econo-  of  the  deck.  A  still  lower  temperature 
my:  it  is  demonstratiTe,  at  least,  of  modifies,  and  perhaps  improves,  the 
the  great  improyements  made  in  recent  annoyance,  by  converting  it  into  ice ; 
times  in  the  proper  management  of  such  which  again  an  occasional  increase  of 
difficulties.  We  ^cannot  but  be  struck  warmth  dissolves  by  converting  it  into 
when  we  read  the  narrative  of  the  com-  water.  Not  only  is  a  moist  atmosphere 
parative  immunity  of  Captain  Ross's  tbus  continually  kept  up,  but  it  is  ren- 
party  from  the  appaling  consequences  of  dered  foul  by  the  want  of  that  vtntila- 
spending  a  yburlA  winter  in  such  forlorn  Itott  which  warmth  alone  can  furnish, 
cireumstanoes,  and  recoUect  the  frightful  With  an  apartment  in  this  state,  the 
mortality  that  has  ensued  from  a  single  men's  clothes  and  bedding  are  continu* 
winter's  hardships,  in  modem  times,  in  ally  in  a  moist  and  unwholesome  con- 
Europe.  Not  to  recur  to  the  celebrated  dition,  generating  a  deleterious  air, 
retreat  of  the  French  from  Moscow, —  which  there*  is  no  circulation' to  cany 
the  fact  is  on  record  that  Charles  the  off;  and  whenever  these  circumstances 
TwelfUi  lost  2000  men  by  cold,  during  combine  for  any  length  of  time  together, 
a  siege  in  the  winter  of  1700.  so  surely  may  the  scurvy  (to  say  nothing 
The  preservative  means  employed  by  of  other  diseases)  be  confidently  ex^ 
Captain  Ross  and  his  companions  chiefly  pected.*' 

consisted  in  adoptinga  proper  modeofven-  Another  very  important  preservative 
tilation,  and  in  protecting  their  shelter  was  the  perfect  abstinence  of  the  whole 
by  a  thorough  coating  of  frozen  snow,  party  (through  sad  necessity,  indeed,  for 
Their  habitation,  which  was  constructed  the  most  part)  from  every  thing  in  the 
of  a  frame  of  spars,  32  feet  by  10,  shape  of  spirituous  liquor,  or  stimulat- 
covered  with  canvas,  was  coated  with  ing  beverage  of  any  kind.  They  were 
snow  from  four  to  seven  feet  thick,  which,  in  this  "temperate"  condition  for  the 
being  saturated  with  water  when  the  last  fifteen  months;  and  to  this  Captain 
temperature  was  15  deg.  below  zero,  Ross  seems,  not  improperly,  to  attri- 
immediately  took  the  consistency  of  ice ;  bute  much  of  the  safety  of  the  crew. 
**  and  thus,"  says  Captain  Ross,  '*  we  ac-  They  had  cocoa,  indeed,  till  within  thelast 
tually  became  the  inhabitants  of  an  ice-  six  months,  and  "  cofiTee  of  burnt  peas  ^* 
berg  during  one  of  the  most  severe  but  latterly  their  drink  was  entirely  cott- 
wintera  hitherto  recorded."  Of  the  im-  fined  to  water  and  lime-juice.  The 
portance  of  a  thorough  system  of  ven-  water,  too,  by  the  way  (which  added 
tilation  in  such  cireumstances,  in  order  not  a  little  to  their  discomfort),  bad  al- 
to prevent  that  accumulation  of  heat  ways  to  be  procured  for  immediate  use 
and  moisture  which  would  be  so  much  by  melting  it  from  ice ;  a  process  which 
to  be  apprehended  in  a  surrounding  at-  rendered  it  necessary  for  then»  never  to 
mosphere  so  exceedingly  cold,  we  must  be  unprovided  with  fuel, 
at  once  be  convinced ;  of  its  absolute  Having  spent  eleven  dreary  months 
necessity  we  must  be  made  aware,  by  a  in  this  way,  at  Fury  Beach,  they  were 
passage  from  Parry's  account  of  his  third  at  length,  in  July  1833,  enabled  to 
voyage.  **  The  want  of  a  constant  sup-  leave  the  spot;  and,  carrying  with 
ply  of  warmth,"  says   Captain   Parry,  them  three   sick,  who   were  unable  to 


9M  THB  LATB  ARCTIC  EXPEDITION. 

walk,  thejr,  in  the  eoune  of  eight  dajrs,  enterprue  which  is  in  pieparationy  by 

reached  their  boats.    They  were,  how-  Captain  Ross  and  his  nephew.     We 

ever,  unable  to  cross  Prince  Regent's  should  hope  that  the  surgeon  of  the  ex* 

Inlet  till  the  middle  of  the  following  peditionhasnotnegleeledtopresenreain. 

month;    when,  after  proceeding    east-  pie  notes  of  the  many  facts  in  pbjrsk^ogj, 

ward  for  a  considerable  distance,  along  pathology,  and  natural  history,  which 

the  beach  and  across  some  minor  inlets,  must  have  come  under  his  observation, 

they  were  picked  up  at  last,  to  their  in-  Fromtheletterof  Capl.Roas  to  the  Admi* 

describable    joy,  by    the    Isabella,  of  ralty,  we  learn  that  Mr.  M'Diarmid  ac- 

Hull.    They  were  reduced  at  this  time  quitted  himself  in  a  very  superior  man« 

to  the  most  miserable  allowance;  and  ner:  he  is  said  to  have  been  ^'success- 

their  three  invalids  must  have  died  in  n  ful  in  every  amputation  and  operation 

fortnight,  had  they  not  been  providen-  which  he  performed,  and  particularly  so 

tially  saved  by  the  whaler:  the  whole  in  his  treatment  of  the  sick;"  and  in 

party,  indeed,  **  were  nearly  exhausted  consequence   of  this    recommendation, 

by  fatigue,  hunger,  and  exposure    in  we  are  glad  to  pereeive  that  he  has  since 

ihe  boats."  obtained  an  appointment  in  his  Majesty's 

Such  are  the    general   facts    which  service.    The  mention  of  this  surgical 

serve  to  form  some  sort  of  outline  of  and  medical  practice,couduciedas  it  was 

the  pruceediugs  of  this  expedition, — an  under  such  peculiar  circumstances,  sug* 

expedition,  be  it  recollected,  almost  of  a  gests  to  us  many  points  on  which  we 

private  nature,-^nesrly  the  whole  of  the  would  gladly  make  inquiry ;   but  we 

expenses  incurred  by  it  being  defrayed  must  at  present  hasten  to  conclude, 
by  the  munificence  of  a  private  indi-        In    the    preceding   notice  we  have 

vidual*.    There  were  aQjDordingly  none  abstained  altogether  from  touching  on 

of  those  comparative  luxuries  here  en-  the  important  advantages  which,  it  is 

joyed,  which  solaced  the  navigators  in  said,  have  been  secured  to  science  by 

former  enterprises  equipped  by  Govern*  the  late  arctic  expedition.     We  have 

ment :  yet  tbe  most  abundant  provision  purposely  omitted  to  allude  to  the  bene- 

against  difficulties  and  dangers  could  fits  derived  from  it,  more  particularly  to 

scarcely,  perhaps,  have  procured  more  geography,  meteorology,  and  magne* 

satisfactory    results  ^  considering   the  tism,^or  that  modification  of  electricity, 

route  by  which  it  was  previously  ar-  so  called  ;    though  we  might  readily 

ranged  that  the  party  should  proceed.  have  extended  our  remarics  by  ofiering 

The  maintenance  of  discipline  during  our  readers  a  p<^Nilar  account  of  what 

the  expedition  was  equally  creditable  to  has  been  done  in  these  several  respects, 

all  parties.    Some  slight  circumstances  With  regard  to  the  great  object  of  dis- 

of  insubordination,  indeed,  at  one  period  covering   a    north-west    passage,    we 

made  their  appearance  ;    but   this   is  might  have  dwelt  on  the  importance  of 

scarcely  to  be  wondered  at;  and  they  the  effective    search   which   has  been 

were  so  trifling  as  to  require  only  a  little  made  by  the  route  of  Prince  Regent's 

firmness  on  the  part  of  the  Captain,  Inlet,  and  the  result  of  which  seems  to 

to  restore  tranquilUly  again.  be  perfectly — we  might  almost  say  ««Kf- 

We  look  forward  with  some  impa-  yaclortfy— negative.  We  might,  above 
tknce  for  the  detailed  narrative  of  the  all,  indulge  ourselves,  with  no  little  grm- 
i tification,  in  noticing  the  circumstance 

•  Feux  Bootfc.  Em,.  ;  to  wbce  •'  «od«tt|«bHc  ^^  ^«  ^^^  diicovery  of  the  magnetU 

•pW  and  rare  muntflccnce*'  the  Pariiamtnury  po/e— that  remarkable  point  on  the  sur.. 

Committee  "  cannot  forbear  offering  the  tribute  c  -  ,  ,  i  .•       i-     •    ,v^« 

cf  tlitk  adminUioB  and  rcspecu**  face  of  OUT  globe  where  the  dip  is  90^, 
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and  tbe  horizontal  needle  is  destitate  been  done  to  the  profession  bj  that 

of  the  power  of  traversing  to  any  parti-  regulation  of  the  Apothecaries  which 

cular  point.    But  we  are  rather  willing  dispenses  with  the  necessity  of  any  at- 

to  confine  ooiselves,  as  we  have  done,  to  tendance  in  London, 

what  we  consider  the  more  legitimate  «.„.--^^^________ 

busine»  of  our  vocation:   we  turn  our  rqYAL  INSTITUTION. 

eves  more  especially  to  the  contempla*  „  .,     „    «  ,„«^ 

J        r     I.  *ik       is/  -ui  u  Friday,  May  9. 18S4. 

tion  of  what  benefits  may  possibly  result  ^^^^^^ 

from  the  enterprise  to  medical  science ;  dalton»s  discoveries  and  researches. 

and  we  cannot  help  thinking,  if  Ae  de^  j^  ^^^.^^  ^^  announced  on  the  preced- 

taus  have  been  properly  recorded  and  pre-  ing  evening  of  meeting  that  the  venerable 

served,  that  several  branches  of  medicine  and  disHnguithed  philoBopher  of  Manchcs- 

wiU  h.ve  been  mteriaUj  bene«tled  by  {-•  ^;J^:^JZ\^Zr^r^'^, 
the  observations  made  on  this  expedition,  theatre  was  completely  filled  with  mem. 
Human  life,  as  we  have  seen,  has  been    hers  and  visitors  anxious  for  so  interest- 

nMi«*«««i  {»  «k«  «,*».♦  ..«,«^«»«.«ii  «:«».,»i  i»8f  *  communication.  Nor  was  the  gene- 
preserved,  in  the  most  untoward  circum-    ;;^  expectaUon  disappointed :  Dr.  Dalton 

stances,  by  a    system  of  management    not  only  explained  what  were  his  earliest ' 

the  details  of  which  it  would  be  highly    views  on  the  subject  of  the  intimate  con- 

._.        .. .    _ , . .     *  *  i__  A    J    stitution  of  chemical  substances,  but  re- 

interesting  and  important  to  know.  And    uted  what  might  be  considered  as  a  sort  of 

in   this  point  of  view  alone,  indepen-  historv  of  his  own  mind,  from  the  date  of 

dently  of  the  general  interest  attaching  his  primary  researches  in  philosophy  up  to 

«^  :«    ^^  L         Ai-       1.A  •..   J    •    ui    r  nearly  the  present  time.     In  early  life,  he 

to  It,  we  have  thought  it  desirable  to  said,  L  w«i  pretty  well  grounded  in  ia- 

bring  the  subject  before  our  readers.  thematics  and  the  principles  of  mechanical 

philosophv,  which  are  so  necessary  for  those 

■  who  would  make  a  progress  in  natural 

•^•,,.«««mr^—   •  science.     It  was   in    meteorological    re- 

BIRMINGHAH  vertut  BRISTOL.         searohes  that  he  was  at  first  principally 

engaged.  While  liring  at  Kendal,  in  West- 
We  published,  a  few  weeks  ago,  a  me-  moreland,  about  the  year  1787,  his  atten- 
morial  from  the  medical  officers  of  the    tion  was  much  attracted  by  certain  appear- 

. ..^1     ^"D-xi*     Ai-     -Of       -.      ances  of  the  aurora  borealis :  these  he  be- 

bospital  at  Bristol  to  the  Parliamen-    ^^  regularly  to  note  down :  then  added 

tary  Committee,  requesting  that  their  other  observations:  and  in  short,  from  that 

pupils  should  be  admitted  as  candidates  Jime  to  this,  he  has  been  in  the  habit  of 

^^ .     ^         ^  *i.    r^  11  re  keeping  various  scientific  journals.    In  the 

for  examination  at  Uie  CoUege  of  Sur-  ^^  j  fgg^  y^  published  avolume  of  Mete- 

geons,  without  having  attended  at  all    orological  Essays,  in  which  he  gave  a  spe- 

the  practice  of  any  hospital  in  London.    ^^  account  of  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
«,. .  J  *  ^v        _^  ^x         .  phenomena  he  ever  witnessed:  it  was  that 

This  document  the  parties  sent  to  various    Jf  ^^  g^^den  illumination  of  the  heavens 

provincial  towns  and  elsewhere,  praying    one  evening  by  a  large  dazzling  ball  of 

their  brethren  to  support  them.      The    ^^^  ^^^^  proceeded  with  weat  rapidity 

_,.    1    ^  r.i.   n'     •     1.       TT         firom  north  to  south,  leaving  behind  it  as 

medical  officers  of  the  Birmingham  Hos-    j^  ^^^  ^  number  of  rods  of  light,  all  vei^- 

pital  have  expressed  their  determination  ing  nearly  vertically  to  a  point  which  he 

not  to  co-opeiate  in  any  such  cause,  as  had  reason  to  suppose  was  the  magnetic 

^,       ,    ,  .1      1    _..    ^^     J  north.    On  this  phenomenon  he    dwelt 

they  look  upon  the  short  attendance  re-  ^^  peculiar  animaUon.    The  volume  just 

quired  at  a  London  hospital  as  a  most    mentioned  contained  ^so  some  remarks 
important  part  of  the  pupil's  education,    wgwding  the  mode  in  which  vapour  exists 

and  think  that  the  College  has  behaved        ^y\  get  of  experiments  with  an  air 
with  sufficient  liberality  towards  the  pro-    pump,  to  which  he  had  access,  he  satis- 

Tincial  ho*pittb  in  limidng  the  metro.  H^™H^*^'''**'•°  °U.'i!T.^.°°'' 

-.  ^  •  I.      rtit  *>*  accidental  connexion  witn  the  atmos- 

politan  attendance  to  six  months.  They  phere,  or  that  it  is  not  necessarily  present 

are  also  of  opinion  that  an  injury  has  as  a  constituent  of  air.    He  performed 
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some  experiments  here,  in  the  Royal  Intti.    the  doctrine  of  definite  proportiona  <oaii«r» 

tution,  in  the  year  1804,  illustrative  of  this  arose  from  the  bad  method  adopted  by 
subject ;  and  he  placed  beyond  a  doubt  chemists  in  taking  notes  of  their  analyses : 
the  possibility  of  the  existence  of  ▼aponr    they   almost  always  proceeded  to   state 

with  all  its  ordinary.pioperties  in  a  Tx>rri.  how  many  parts  of  the  eonstitneots  they 

oellian  vacuum.  For  one  essay,  which  was  found  in  100  of  the  compound;  whereas, 

published  about  this  time  in  the  Manches-  if  they  had  taken  the  quantity  of  oxygen 

ter  Transactions  (Vol.  5,  Part  2)  he  took  at   100,  they  oould  not  but  have  been 

much  credit  to  himself:  it  was  that  in  struck  with  the  remarkable  analogies  in 

which  he  proved  that  cold  was  produced  their  registered  results.    Finally,  he  ex- 

by  the  rarefaction  of  air— not  by  the  change  pressed  nis  opinion,  that   chemists   did 

of  pressure;  and  his  reasoning  was  found-  wrong  in  neglecting  to  note  the  mMNfttr  of 

ed  on  the  observation  of  the  lact,  that  on  atoms,  as  well  as  Uie  atomic  weights,  in 

the  abstraction  of  air  under  the  receiver  compounds    which   they   analysed :    for 

the  temperature  was  suddenly  lowered  3%  without  this,  he  said,  they  only  did  half 

while  by  its  admission  it  was  raised  3^.  their  work. 

He  also  noticed  other  facts  which  engaged  In  oonclnsion.  Dr.  Dalton  reverted  to 

his  attention  about  the  same  time;  among  some  of  his  meteorological  speculations, 

others,  the  formation  of  a  slight  cloud  un.  He  formed  a  theory  many  vears  ago  rela- 

der  the  receiver  when  two  or  three  smart  tive  to  the  phenomena  of  thunder  and 

strokes  have  been  given  with  the  pump :  lightning, —  or    more    particularly    with 

this  he  accounted  for  bv  the  sudden  cool-  reference  to  the  mode  in  which  the  sounds 

ing  of  the  vapour  which  was  present.  proceed  from  the  successive  explosions  of 

About  the  year  1805,  he  and  Dr.  Henry,  thunder;  and  in  1819  .he  had  an  oppor- 

of  Manchester,  were  engaged,  but  indepen-  tunity  of  verifying  it  in  a  very  stnking 

dentl)r  of  each  other,  in  ascertaining  the  manner  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Stockport« 

quantity  of  gases  contained  in  water.    It  But  he  found  since,  that  he  had  been 

was  soon  known  that  different  gases  are  anticipated  on  this  subject  by  Becearia, 

contained  in  water  in  different  proportions;  as  appeared  from  Priestley's  History  of 

while  the  quantity  of  common  aif  that  may  Electricity.    The  meteor  which    he  ob. 

be  contained  in  tne  same  fluid  is  directly  served  in  '1783,  Dr.  Dalton  calculated  to 

proportional  to  the  pressure  employed  upon  be  80  miles  high,  and  the  noise  which 

it    Dr.  Dalton  was  chiefly  occnpted  with  accompanied  it,  as  it  proceeded  along  in 

carbonic  add  gas ;  and  among  other  dednc-  its  rapid  course,  seemed  to  identify  it  with 

Uons  and  results  arrived  at,he  found  out  the  electric  fire, — its  rushing  sound,  indeed, 

reason  why  heat  does  not  ascend  and  accn-  readily  admitted  the  same  principle  of 

mulate  inthe  higher  regions  of  the  atmo-  explanation. 

sphere.    He  now  conceived  the  idea  that  The  learned  lecturer  was  heard  thcoogh- 

elastic  fluids  are  composed  of  distinct  par-  out  with  the  greatest  attention,  and  both 

tides,  with  an  atmosphere  of  heat  around  at  the  commencement  and  conclusion  was 

each :   and  in  some  of  his  earliest  experi-  greeted  with  loud  applause, 
ments  to  find  the  relative  weights  of  the 

atoms  of  two  elastic  fluids  in  a  state  of  com-     ___^^«__-__ 

bination,  he  ascertained  that  a  pound  of  hy- 

drogen  required  seven  pounds  of  oxygen  to 

form  eight  pounds  of  water,— whence  he  as-  CLINICAL  LSCTUfiB 

sumed  the  relative  weights  of  hydrogen  and  qp 

oxygen  to  be  as  1  to  7.     He  then  proceeded 

to  explain  his  reasons  for  assuming  that  DISEASES    OF    THE    HIP-JOINT, 

the  atoms  united  in  this  instance,  one  atom 

to  one,  and  not  one  to  seven,  as  some  ob-  Delivered  at   the   Middletex   Hoefital, 

jectors  suprgested :  and  he  drew  his  princi-  ^    «     roA.,,.  n*.* 

pal  arguments  from  what  takes  place  in  "^  SiaCHAaiES  Bell. 

the  combination  of  the  constituents  of  salts,  ■ 

and  especially  in  the  union  of  the  metals 

with  oxygen.     It  was  in  this  very  theatre  You  follow  a  lecture  delivered  as  part  of 

that  he  first  demonstrated  with  satisfaction  a  regular  course  of  surgery  with  great 

to  himself  (in  consequence  of  the  excellent  ease ;  the  subject  is  laid  down,  and  syste- 

diagrams  which  he  found  here)  his  views  matically  pursued.    If  it  treat  of  disease, 

■of  the  chemical  constitution  of  bodies :  it  is  described,  its  origin  investigated,  its 

and  some  of  these  demonstrations  he  now  termination,  its  consequences,    narrated, 

repeated,  with  regard  to  the  several  oxides  and  then  its  treatment    In  all  this  there 

and  acids  formed  by  the  union  of  carbon  is  no  distraction ;  no  difiiculty  occurs  to 

and  oxygen,  and  azote  and  oxygen.    The  youj  the  practice  of  your  profession  ap. 

great  obstacle,  he  thought,  to' arriving  at  peais  very  simple  j  and  thus  you  are  de- 
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oeired  into  the  bdief  that  y«Q  know  your  will  merely  have  piles;  he  will  not  tell 
doties,  and  yon  diseover  yonr  defects  only  *  von  of  them,  but  complain  of  these  pains 

amidst  the  jiainfiil  doubts  and  difficulties  in  the  hip,  Uius  concealing  the  caose  of  the 

of  practice.    What  is  it,  let  me  ask,  that  sympathetic  pain.    So  again,  a  man  mav 

distinguishes  one  practitioner  ftom  ano-  labour  under  stricture;  the  stricture  af. 

tber  in  eminence?    It  is  not  so  much  ne-  feets  the  bladder;    the  affection  of  the 

coliarity  of  practice,  as  being  able  to  ois-  bladder  will  be  ^ewn  by  stiffness  and 

tinguish  the  disease,  or  the  nature  of  the  pain  in  the  loins  and  the  hip.    You  cure 

acflSdent;  it  is  in  this,  principally,  that  the  man  of  his  stricture;  and  when  the 

correct  professional  knowledge   is  inra-  bladder  dilates  fteehr,  and  the  kidney  re- 

laable.  gains  its  functions,  he  will  get  rid  of  what 

But  now,  in  going  ronnd  the  house,  yon  he  has  called  his  lumbago^  and  the  stiffness 

see  a  variety  of  accidents  and  diseases  of  in  the  hip-joint;  and  so  flir  ftom  walking 

the  hip.joint    The  difficulty  which  yon  double,  or  stooping  and  being  unable  to 

will  hare  in  practice  herealier,  is  not  to  rise  again,  he  is  free  from  pain,  and  capa- 

Bay  what  shall  be  done  in  a  certain  case,  hie  of  free  motions  in  the  hip  and  loins, 

hot  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the  case.  .  Let  me  repeat,  then,  that  whenerer  yon 

The  diagnosis  is  the  grand  difficulty ;  and  come  to  examine  diseases  of  the  hip,  the 

I  would  require  no  better  proof  to  gi?e  to  first  thing  suggested  to  you  is,  whether  the 

any  person  of  the  interest  that  I  take  in  affection  be  actually  seated  there,  or  whe 

yiHi,  and  the  desire  I  feel  of  being  usefhl  to  ther  it  be  a  pain  symptomatic  or  internal 

jrou,  than  that  I  should  return  to  this  sob-  disorder. 

ject  of  the  hip- joint ;  for,  be  assured,  there  The  next  head  for  your  consideration  is 

is  none  that  you  will  find  mora  difficult  to  one  that  must  hare  occurred  to  you  from 

investigate,  or  a  greater  source  of  anxiety  what  you  have  seen  in  this  hospital— I  al- 

and  mortification  to  you.  lude  to  hysterical  affections.     You  have 

In  the  first  place,  is  not  this  neutral  just  observed  how  a  patient  lies  with  dis- 

ground  ?    Are  not  the  surgeons  of  this  ease  of  the  hip ;  and  do  yon  not  remember 

hospital  often  called  into  the  physicians*  a  young  woman  lying  precisely  in  that  po- 

wards  ?  — how  often    do  diseases  wMch  sition,  in  whom  tnere  was  g^reat  difficulty 

have  nothing  to  do  with  the  hip  or  thigh,  to  discover  whether  there  was  actual  dis- 

appear  to  be  affections  of  those  parts  I  ease  or  not,   in   whom   tiie   pelvis  was 

Let  this  be  the  first  head  which  you  are  pitched  obliquely,  as  if  there  were  disease 

10  inquire  into—potn  in  the  kipf  and  debUity  in  the  hip  ?    But  then  there  arose  a  class 

«ftkt  eitrfmtly,  when  there  is  no  disease  of  symptoms  which  pointed  to  the  right 

there.    You  are  aware  that  pain,  arising  source^-a  singular  contraction  and  retrac- 

ftom  disestfc  of  the  great  sciatic  nerve,  as  tion  of  the  leg,  so  that  the  knee  was  bent 

it  passes  near  the  hip-joint,  and  disease  almost  to  the  bursting  of  the  ligaments^ 

piodaoed  by  disorder  in  the  viscera  of  Uie  and  the  foot  turned  in  so  extraordinary 

abdomen  or  pelvis  affecting  that  nerve,  a  manner,  that  the  great  toe  lay  close  to 

must  be   very  apt   to   be  mistaken   for  the  anus !    The  retraction  was  so  power- 

inffammation  of  the  hip,  involving  the  fhl,  that  we  naturally  apprehendra  that 

same  nerve.    So  that  whenever  you  find  the  ligaments  of  the  knee-joint  must  be  de- 

a  patient  with  pain  in  the  hip,  the  very  stroyed.    It  proved  to  be  a  case  of  hyste- 

fint  thing  vou  have  to  inquire  into,  is,  ria;  and  what  was  extraordinary,  was  the 

whether  this  be  not  symptomatic  of  in-  resemblance  it  had  in  every  feature  to  the 

temal  disease ;  and  I  womd  remind  you,  disease  of  the  hip-joint.    I  think  there  is 

that  it  is  not  the  more  formidable  disease  now  a  young  woman  in  Handel's  ward 

of  the  viscera  which  produces  this  affec-  with  disease  of  the  knee-joint,  in  which 

tion  of  the  nerve,  but  rather  disordered  there  comes  on  suddenly  an  extraordinaiy 

function.  distortion  of  the  foot,  in  consequence  of 

The  next  thing  you  have  to  consider,  is  the  flexors  and  the  tibialis  aaticus  acting 

the  lesser  degree  of  pain  in  the  hip,  which  together.    This  also  we  must  class  as  hys- 

still  proceeds  from  disorder  in  the  lower  tencal,  although,  I  confess  to  yon,  this  is 

part  of  the  canal ;  for  example,  aocumula-  not  quite  satisractor3r  to  my  mind;  it  is 

tion  in  the  colon  will  produce  pain  in  the  more  like  a  cover  for  ignorance  than  a  so- 

htp,  which  may  be  mistaken  for  disease  in  lution  of  the  difficulty.  It  is  certainly  well 

the  joint.    The  nerves  which  go  to  the  in-  worthy  your  observation,  that  this  con- 

tenml  part  have  branches  which  run  ex-  traction,  which  on  this  occasion  we  have 

temally  over  the  ilium ;  and  the  nerves  seen  occurring  before  our  eyes,  is  that  con- 

which  pass  over  the  ilium  to  the  hip,  and  dition  of  the  foot  which  we  often  see  as 

those  whieh  pass  anteriorly  to  the  groin,  an  obscure  and  permanent  defect,  where 

are  often  affected  bv  disorders  wiuiin —  the  peronei  muscles  are  rendered  paralytic, 

disofdere  of  the  bladder,  of  the  kidneys,  and  the  tibialis  anticus,  flexor  poflicis,  and 

and  of  the  rectum.    Sometimes  a  patient  flexor  digttorum,  are  spasmodically  power- 
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TtiL    It  is  that  coDdition  of  (he  foot  which  a  cord,  and  measiire  the  circmnferenoe  of 

is  foand  in  children  at  birth,  causing  the '  the  knee  and  ankle,   you  find  (hat  the 

club-foot.  affected  side  ii  smaller  in  eyery  part.  Then 

I  will  not  dwell  upon  the  next  point,  placing:  him  before  you,  yon  find  a  flatnen 

which  is  psoas  abscess.     You  must  take  m  the  hip,  not  indicatiye  of  inflammation 

care,  however,  to  distinguish  psoas  abicess  of  the  hip,  and  wasting  of  the  gluteal 

from  disease  of  the  hip-joint;  and  yon  muscles  from  that  canse,  but  proraeding 

have  the  more  difilculty,  because  both  dis-  from  a  defect  of  growth,  or  a  want  of  per. 

eases  belong  to  the  same  condition  of  the  fection  in  the  gluteal  muscles  of  the  hip. 

general  system^a  strumous  habit.    You  Now  it  is  a  fad  mistake  to  put  this 

hare  visited  sereral  cases  with  me,  when  I  child  under  treatment  for  inflammation  of 

have  not  concealed  the  difficulty  that  I  have  the  hip,-^to  make  an  issue  in  the  hip  under 

had  in  saying  whether  the  complaint  was  the  idea  that  there  is  hip  disease,  when,  in 

in  the  hip,  or  in  the  loins  and  the  course  fact,  it  is  a  state  of  the  limb  arising  from 

of  the  psoas  muscle.  some  strange  and  unascertained  condition 

Among  the  somewhat  puzzling  varieties  of  the  nervous  system;  so  that  either  no 

of  scrof^ous  disease  of  the  hip  which  I  part  of  the  limb  grows,  or  it  does  not  grow 

have  pointed  out  to  you  to-da;f ,  the  little  in  due  proportion  to  the  rest  of  the  Irady ; 

girl  wno  lies  opposite  the  door  in  Handel's  and  consequently,  while  other  parts  are 

ward  is  not  the  least.    Her  right  leg  is  developing  themselves,   and  acquiring  a 

swollen  ftv>m  the  hip  to  the  toe,  and  not  manly  character,  this  remains  the  limb  of 

with  such  cedema  as  yon  see  in  some  other  a  bov. 

cases  accompanying  violent  inflammation.  These  remarks  have  been  preparatory. 

It  is  firm,  and  the  cutaneous  veins  are  tur-  and  with  a  view  to  show  you  the  import- 

S'd  and  blue.    By  and  by  there  is  presented  ance   and  the  difficulty  of  the  subject; 

the  left  g^in  an  internal  abscess,  to  all  we  now  come  to  actual  diseases  of  tha 

appearance  a  formidable  lumbar  abscess,  hip-ioint. 

This  has  been  treated,   punctured   and  The  first  point  upon  which  I  shall  touch 

closed,  and  punctured  again ;  and  I  think,  is  one  which,  if  yon  are  not  upon  your 

greatly  to  my  relief,  that  this  child  will  guard,  may  injure  your  character  in  prac- 

snrvive.    To  what,  then,  should  we  attri.  tioe,  usd  of  course  g^ve  you  great  vexation., 

bnte  this  appearance  of  hip-joint  disease  ?  A  man  is  perhaps  thrown  mm  the  top  of 

I  think  to  glandular  enlargement  within  a  coach  ;  you  are  called  to  bim,~you  exa- 

the  pelvis,  and  to  pressure  upon  the  iliac  mine  him  carefully,— •you  adopt  all  tba 

vein ;  but  we  may  entertain  a  surmise  that  means  for  ascertaining  whether  the  pain 

this  swelling  is  owing  to  the  inflammation  and  lameness,  consequent  upon  the  aod- 

and  choking  of  the  vein.  dent,  arise  from  dislocation ;  you  use  all 

The  next  case  is  one  of  g^reat  interest,  the  means  by  which  von  distinguish  frac> 

because  it  is  of  such  ftecpient  occurrence—  ture  of  the  neck  of  tne  bone  from  disloca. 

I  mean  the  blighted  limb.    The  simple  tion ;  and  you  satisfy  yourself  that  tba 

fact,  as  it  occurs,  is  this  :>*A  young  per-  limb  is  of  the  proper  length, — that  (here  is 

son,  or  a  child,  has  some  affection  of  its  no  crepitus,— that,  in  fiict,  there  is  neither 

bowek,  some  disorder  of  the  intestinal  ca-  dislocation  nor  fracture.    We  will  pass 

nal ;  it  may  be  at  the  period  of  teething  or  over  months  of  suffering  and  confinement; 

weaning,  and  it  is  marked  by  green  pnrg*  and  let  ns  suppose  that  the  patient  is  now 

ing.    'Fhere  is  an  immediate  effect  upon  bqpnning  to  creep  about.    Another  prao* 

the  limb;  for  a  time  it  does  not  g^w,  titioner  sees  him,— talks  to  him,  andsajs 

and  it  remains   the   limb   of  an  infant  at  once,  **  How  your  case  has  been  nus- 

in    the   body  of   a   growing  youth ;    or  taken  !  How  is  it  possible  that  they  should 

it  grows  so  slowlv  as  not  to  xeep  pace  not  have  seen  that  that  leg  is  shorter  ?** 

wim  the  other  limb.     Often  it  is  no.  He  then  tells  him  that  he  has  a  disloca* 

ticed  after  the  boy  has  been  some  time  tion,  and  that  the  head  of  the  bone  has 

absent  from  his  parents :  perhaps  the  boy  been  so  long  out  of  the  socket,  that  it  i» 

has  been  sent  to  school ;  and  when  he  has  irrecoverable.    Are  you  aware,  then,  what 

eomehome,alteranabBenceofsomemonths,  has  happened?    Are  you  aware  that  this 

in  running  across  the  drawing-room  to  his  medical  person,  not  to  say  fritndf  may  be 

mother, she  says,  "  Child,  you  are  lame !"  mistaken  ?    It  may  not  be  jealousy;  it 

He  insists  upon  it  '<  that  there  is  no  lame*  may  not  be  ill  temper;  it  may  be  purely  a 

Bess;  be  has  played  at  cricket  with  the  mistake.    How,  then,   does  the  mistake 

other  boys,  and  he  has  no  pain.*'    But  the  arise }    That  is  at  least  the  most  generous 

mother  is  alarmed,  and  calls  you  in  to  see  interpretation. 

what  is  the  matter.    When  you  lay  the  Now  there  are  two  circumstances  that 

boy  down  on  the  carpet,  and  measure  the  you   will  please   to   remember.     When 

limbs,  you  find  that  there  is  one  really  a  person  falls  upon  the   great  tiocfaan* 

shorter  than  theotfaer;  and  when  you  takie  ter,  and  the  head  of  tho^  bone  is  thrust 
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ia  vpon   the   acetabuliini,   and   inflam-  cfaataetfir  In  both  rariedet,  a  deceptive  ap. 

mation   tlowljr    ariaee   in    the    joint,—  pcanuce,  to  which  I  have  already  alluded 

I  eaj  there  are  two  reasons  why,  when  inspeakinjr  of  thepitcAorti/tof  the  pelfis. 

the    patient    begins   to   walk,    the   leg  We  shafl  mut  over  the  account  of  the 

not  only  appears,  bat  really  is,.in  a  slight  disease  rapidlj.     Yon  see  its  progress ; 

degree  shorter.    The  first  is,  the  wasting  yon  see  that  the  inflammation  in  the  hip- 

of  the  head  of  the  femnr  and  the  neck  of  joint  pit»dnces  abscesses  exterior  to  toe 

the  bone:  for,  by  this  inflammatory  pro-  joint;   yon  see  that  tiiese  abscesses  are 

cess,  it  sometimes  happens  that  instead  of  sometimes   ?ery    extensiTc,  —  that    thcv 

the  head  of  the  bone  neatly  corresponding  either  open  spontaneously,  or  are  opened 

with  the  natural  depth  of  the  acetabnlnm,  by  the  surgeon,— that  hectic  fever  follows^ 

a  change  takes  place  in  both  surfaces;  —-that  the  patient  is  reduced,  and  diet 

the  socket  expands,  and  the  head  of  the  hectic.  ^  Sometimes,  bower er,  the  patient 

femur  is  moulded  to  a  broader  shape,  with  surriving  the  attack,  there  is  caries  of  the 

extended  margin  and  shorter  cervex :  at  bones,  absorption  of  the  head  and  neck  of 

all  events,  the  head  and  neck  of  the  bone  the  femur,  and,  not  unflrequently,  tAmarp. 

are  partly  absorbed  and  shortened.    There  tion  of  the  bottom  of  the  acetabulum ; 

is  a  check  in  the  motion  of  the  thigh  bone;  so  that  I  have  found  the  head,  or  rather 

it  beeomes  limited;  and  if  you  consider  the  narrow  absorbed  neck  of  the  bone,  ac« 

the  obliquity  in  the  neck  of  the  bone,  you  tually  passed  through  into  the  pelvis,  and 

will  see  why  there  is  a  degree  of  shorten-  irritating  the  blad£r  and  parts  withhi,  by 

ii^.    The  next  thing  to  he  considered  is.  its  mNition.    What,  then,  is  the  termina- 

that  while  there  is  uiis  inflammation,  and  tion  of  this  case  ?    There  is  generally  • 

these  changes  are  proofs  that  there  must  serious  injury  to  the  joint  as  a  mechamcal 

Imve   been   pretty   active    inflammation  apparatus,  and  vexr  often  the  disease  ter- 

going  cm  in  the  hip-joint,   the  pelvis  is  minates  by  a  sort  of  Imperfect  anchylosis ; 

tilted  up,  attended  by  a  peculiar  oblique  that  is  to  say,  the  head  of  the  bone  and  the' 

position  of  the  spine;  and  these  two  cir-  neck  are  so  Ikr  absorbed,  that  the  trochan- 

cnmstaaoes  combining,  during  all  the  time  ter  touches  the  margin  of  the  acetabulum : 

that  the  patient  is  confined  to  his  bed,  this  limits  the  motion ;  and  as  soon  as  the 

no  wonder  that  when  he  rises,  and  puts  motion  is  thus  limited,  the  great  source  of 

ins  Ibot  to  the  ground,  that  leg  is  shorter  irritation  is  removed,  and  the  patient  is 

than  the  other:  and  if  your  new  friend  cured,  with  a  contracted  stiff  Itmb,  which 

and  oonsnltaat  does  not  ascertain  the  ac  causes  him  to  move  most  awkwardly ;  and 

tnal  position  of  the  pelvis,  and  measure  sometimes  ^e  thigh  stands  directly  out 

the  degree  of  obliquity,  he  will  say  at  once  b^ore  him,  in  a  very  unseemly  manner, 

the  bed  does  not  touch  the  ground ;  the  But  the  symptom  which  I  shall  most 

leg  is  short,  the  case  has  been  mistaken !  press  upon  your  attention  is  the  pitch  of 

I  trust  that  this  is  not  too  tedious  a  de-  the  pelvis;  and  I  must  say,  for  the  hun« 

aeriptionof  what  may  occur  in  your  practice  dredth  time^  that  the  anatomy  and  sur. 

without  tny  fault  of  your  own.    1  mean,  gery  ought  to  go  together:  it  is  impossible 

by  this  statement,  to  adyise  you  to  be  cir-  ror  a  teacher  to  separate  them.    I  very 

cumspeot   when   called   to   an   accident  well  remember,  that  while  teaching  ana. 

of  this  kind,*-to  explain  to  some  person  temy  with  mv  late  excellent  colleague, 

of  good  understanding,  or  of  some  autho-  Mr.  Wilson,  wliea  he  heard  how  I  was  eui. 

rity,  the  nature  and  probable  effects  of  the  guged,  he  would  say,  **  I  keep  my  surgery 

injury,  that  he  may  observe  the  care  with  to  the  end  of  the  course :"  but  it  is  not 

wfaicn  you  measure  and  attend  to  the  posi-  possible  to  separate  the  two  departments: 

tion  and  relation  of  the  parts ;  and  a  few  fbr  either  you  must  have  the  anatomical 

words  said  in  anticipation  only  adds  to  the  demonstration  before  you,  in  order  to  ex- 

confidence  your   friends    place   in    you;  emplify  the  principles  of  surgery,  or  you 

whereas  the  same  explanation  coming  as  must  introduce  the  practice  of  surgery  in 

an  apology,  anewen  no  purpose  at  all.  explanation  of  the  importaaoe  of  the  de^ 

I  shalinot  enter  into  the  history  of  these  aonstration. 

complaints,  but  point  out  to  you  some  of  Now  for  an  example  with  regard  to  the 

the  aistingnishing  symptoms.  thigh-bone.    It  is  not  possible  to  give  that 

In  respect,  then,  to  diseases  of  the  hip,  degree  of  intioest  to  the  subject,  and  at 

I  am  sure  you  have  seen  enough  to  con.  the  same  time  to  afford  that  easy  and 

vinoe  you  that  it  is  a  most  important  sub.  ready    explanation,    while   treating     it, 

jcct.    You  see  hew  many  cases  are  brought  without   a    demonstration  of  the  parts 

into  this  hospital  of  scrofulous  disease  in  before   us.     How    easy   and  pleasant  it 

the  hip.joint;    and  the  first  thing  you  is   to    explain   all     this    snlqect    when 

should  notice  is,  that  there  is  acute  and  you  have  the  skeleton  before   you,   and 

dtronic  inflammation  of  this  joint,— that  the  dissection  -  of  the  psoas  and  Uiacns 

the  acute  form  very  often  terminates  in  intemus  muscles !  It  is  the  action  of  these 

the  chronic ;  and  that  there  is  a  curious  two  muscles  which  ezplaiiis  ahnost  every 
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thinfif  that  Beems  at  first  obscarc  in  refj^rd 
to  the  position  of  the  limb  in  the  hip  dis. 
ease.  The  iliacas  internus  and  psoas 
mag^us  on  the  fore  part,  and  the  glutei  on 
the  back  part,  are  balanced ;  when,  how- 
ever,  you  stand,  nature  intends  that  the 
muscles  which  are  descending  from  the 
pelvis,  and  from  the  spine  on  the  fore  part, 
and  ffoing  into  the  trochanter  minor, 
should  sustain  the  whole  weight  of  the 
body :  they  are  powerful  for  that  object ; 
the  body  hangs  rack  upon  them ;  they  are 
the  muscles  that  throw  forward  the  body, 
and  that  raise  the  thi^h-bone.  You  have 
seen  how  it  happens  in  amputation,  that 
the  moment  you  cut  off  the  weight  of  the 
limb  that  is  acting  against  the  muscles, 
the  stump  immediately  cocks  up ;  and  pre- 
cisely the  same  occurrence  takes  place 
when  the  bone  is  ftactured ;  for  the  femur 
is  held  in  its  position  against  the  action  of 
the  iliacus  internus  and  psoas  magnus  br 
the  weight  of  the  limb.  As  you  lie  in  bed, 
it  is  the  weight  of  the  limb  that  acts 
against  these  muscles  ;  but  when  the  bone 
is  broken,  the  counteracting  power  is 
gone,  and  these  muscles  raise  up  the  upper 
part  of  the  bone :  so  that  in  my  collection 
J  had  twelve  specimens,  placed  in  a  frame 
together,  of  fracture  of  the  thiffh-bone, 
and  every  one  of  them  more  or  less,  but 
some  of  them  in  a  marked  degree,  were 
united  with  the  upper  portion  sticking  in 
front  of  the  lower  portion. 

Now,  whether  yon  hare  to  place  the 
stump  in  amputation,  or  to  set  the  limb 
in  fracture  of  the  thigh-bone,  you  have  to 
counteract  the  action  of  these  two  mus- 
cles ;  so  that  you  raise  the  body  a  little,  or 
raise  the  limb.  You  cannot  by  any  force 
bring  down  the  fractured  extremity  of  the 
bone;  you  cannot  apply  force  to  an  in- 
flamed and  injured  part ;  but  even  if  there 
were  neither  pain  nor  inflammation,  you 
could  not  apply  your  compress  and  band- 
age with  sufficient  power  to  press  down 
the  upper  part  of  tne  thigh.  What  can 
you  do,  then?  The  only  resource  is  to 
bring  the  inferior  part  up  to  the  level  of 
the  upper  part ;  and  that  you  can  easily 
effect 

Again,  to  bring  the  action  of  these  mus- 
cles in  explanation  of  our  present  subject. 
You  remember  how  closely  the  tendons  of 
the  psoas  magnus  and  iliacus  internus  are 
connected  with  the  ligaments  of  the  joint. 
ConceifbB  the  ligamentous  apparatus  with- 
in, to  be  inflamed ;  can  the  patient  in'that 
inflamed  condition  stretch  out  the  limb  ? 
No ;  because  then  the  muscles  and  their 
tendons  press  on  the  inflamed  parts.  In 
order,  therefore,  to  relieve  the  inflamed 
joint  from  the  pressure  of  these  muscles, 
the  patient  lies  with  the  limb  bent,  with 
the  knee  raised  towards  the  abdomen. 
The  next  thing  to  be  noticed  is,  that  all 


the  motions  of  the  limb  are  attended  with 
more  or  less  pressure  of  the  head  of  the 
femur  upon  the  acetabulum.  The  indi- 
vidual lies  in  bed  in  the  position  I  now 
place  myself  [the  Professor  here  threw  the 
one  thigh  over  the  other,  so  that  the 
weight  of  the  lower  part  of  the  limb  should 
tend  to  lift  the  head  of  the  femur  out  of 
the  socket],  and  then  the  whole  weight  of 
the  lower  part  of  the  limb  and  of  the 
femur  is  poised  upon  the  other  thigh,  as 
upon  a  fulcrum,  and  the  lower  part  ai  the 
limb  being  heaviest,  the  head  of  the  bone 
is  thus  raued,  as  it  were,  out  of  the  aceta- 
bulum ;  in  other  words,  this  position  saves 
the  joint  from  the  painful  pressure  of  the 
head  of  the  bone. 

Thus  you  perceive  the  reason  of  the 
peculiar  position  of  a  person  lying  in  bed 
with  an  inflamed  joint 

When  you  have  some  difliculty  in  ascer- 
taining  whether  the  disease  be  in  the  hip- 
joint  or  not,  you  look  to  the  position  of  the 
foot;  you  find  the  heel  is  short  of  the 
other ;  you  conclude  that  there  cannot  be 
a  shortening  of  the  1^  so  rapidly;  yon 
then  take  a  cord,  and  place  it  across  from 
one  anterior  superior  spinous  process  of 
the  ilium  to  another,  and  then  yon  find 
that  the  pelvis  is  pitched;  that  it  is 
oblique.  Why  ?  By  the  process  of  rea- 
soning I  have  offered  yon,  you  see  why : 
it  is  to  relieve  the  iniOamed  parts,  and 
thus  the  obliquity  of  the  pelvis  comes  to 
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be  an  indication  of  inflamed  hip  joint. 
This  obliquity  will  go  on  increasing  until 
you  shall  see  the  body  of  the  child  actually 
begins  at  an  angle  of  45^  with  the  thigh : 
the  limbs  may  be  lyinr  straight  in  bed, 
and  the  body  thrown  altogether  o?er;  so 
that  in  acute  inflammation  of  the  hip  joint 
dislocation  will  actually  take  place. 

Do  you  understand  what  is  meant  by 
the  French  term  duloeatUm  eonticuHve  1 
Thermust  ha^e  mistaken  thedisease:  Ihave 
no  doubt  of  it  Here  is  a  drawing  [see 
preceding  page]  where  you  would  scarcely 
suppose,  without  due  study,  that  such  a 
shortening  of  the  limb  could  ha?e  taken 
place  without  dislocation.  It  is  the  case 
of  "  Ann  Palmer,  set.  six,  late  in  Northum- 
berland  ward.  She  went  out  last  Tues- 
day, alter  hanng  been  seven  months  in 
the  hoapitaL  The  case  was  simply  this : 
she  sprained  the  hip  in  jumping,  some 
time  previous  to  her  admission.  She  was 
treated  with  issues,  and  is  now  well  enough 
to  be  taken  home,  though  not  entirely  free 
from  pain.  The  pelns.is  much  tilted ;  so 
that  when  she  is  made  to  stand,  she  can- 
not  touch  the  ground  with  the  foot  of  the 
affected  side  without  bending  the  other 
knee ;  so  much  longer  does  the  sound  leg 
appear  to  be  than  the  diseased  one.  The 
spine  is  much  distorted  from  the  position 
in  which  she  has  lain  so  long." 

The  next  case  is  that  of  ^  William  Maxy , 


SBt  Ave,  admitted  into  Northumberland 
ward,  January  14th.  The  position  is  re* 
markable.  Tne  pelvis  is  very  much  tilted  ; 
he  lies  on  the  sound  side;  the  knee  is 
straight.  The  diseased  leg  is  apparently 
much  shorter  than  the  other,  and  the  knee 
of  it  low,  so  as  to  raise  the  head  of  the 
femur  out  from  the  acetabulum." 

Another  case  is  that  of  James  Dixon, 
et.  six  years  and  a  half,  admitted  into 
Northumberland  ward  on  the  23d  of  July. 
The  position  of  this  poor  child  is  exactly 
the  demonstration  that  I  wanted,  in  order 
to  show  how  one  leg  is  throifvn  over  the 
other,  to  give  weight  to  the  lower  part  of 
the  limb,  and  to  raise  the  head  of  the  bone 
out  of  the  acetabulum. 

I  now  put  into  your  hands  a  card  conJ 
taining  a  sketch  of  the  position  of  Dixon ; 


and  on  the  reverse  you  will  6nd  another 
figure  representing  George  Newman,  late 
in  Hertford  JVard^now  an  out-patient 

[This  case  and  figure  being  analogous  to 
some  of  the  others,  we  have  not  thought  it 
necessary  to  insert  it  here.] 

Here  is  another  case  [presenting  a 
sketch],  that  of  Emma  Panzetta,  set  11, 
admitted  April  4th.  '<  She  has  long  been 
unable  to  lift  the  left  foot,  but  shuffled 
along;  and  when  she  sat,  sat  on  the  cor- 
ner of  the  chair,  resting  on  the  sound 
bip.»» 


dm 
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Now  it  is  really  Deoessary  that  you 
should  anderetand  these  casea^  otherwise 
you  will  fall  into  a  careless  habit,  and  con- 
aider  that  the  position  is  all  accident  Be 
careful,  not  only  in  physiology  but  in  sur- 
gery, to  avoid  saying  that  an  occurrence  is 
accidental ;  it  is  a  lazy,  indifferent  way  of 
looking  to  a  subject.  This  position  is  not 
accident ;  there  is  a  cause  for  it,  and  it  is 
your  business,  as  intelligent  students,  to 
understand  the  cause. 

The  question,  tiien,  is,  how  does  it  hap- 
pen  that  in  hip-joint  disease  the  limb  is 
generally  shortened,  but  sometimes  length- 
ened ?  The  canse  is  the  same  in  both;  taej 
seek  the  position  of  ease :  that  position  in 
which  the  patient  suffers  least  pressure  to 
the  inflamed  parts,  and  experiences  least 
pain  ;  it  is  that  which  induces  him  to  lie 
m  the  particular  manner.  If  the  patient 
be  taken  due  care  of,  and  put  to  bed  early 
in  the  disease,  the  leg  will  be  shorter;  but 
if  the  disease  be  of  a  more  chronic  nature, 
so  that  the  person  is  pera^Jtted  to  go 
about,  the  leg  will  be  longer;  for  see 
what  takes  plaoe.  Suppose  the  person 
is  walking  with  an  inflamed  hip,  it  ii 
quite  clear  that  the  weight  of  the  body 
must  be  thrown  on  the  otner  hip,  in  order 
to  relieTe  the  affected  side ;  and  when 
he  moTes  along,  he  dare  not  bring  the 
diseased  hip  exactly  under  the  centre  of 
the  body,  but  he  pushes  it  forward  whilst 
he  bears  on  the  other  limb.  This  gives 
rise  to  a  cunre  in  the  spine.    When  you  lay 


him  down  and  measure  him,  the  spine  being 
curved,  that  diseased  leg  appears  longer ; 
and  this  is  owing  to  the  position  of  the 
pelvis,  which  is  poised  differently:  the 
diseased  side  is  depressed,  instead  of  being 
elevated,  as  in  the  other  case.  Then, 
uain,  if  he  be  sitting,  he  will  sit  upon 
the  side  that  is  free  from  disease ;  and  hero 
also  is  a  thrusting  down  of  that  side  of 
the  pelvis ;  and  then,  on  laying  him  down 
and  comparing,  you  find  that  the  heel  of  the 
sound  leg  touches  the  calf  of  the  lame 
one.  This  is  still  owing  to  the  position 
of  the  pelvis ;  for  the  spine  will  accom- 
modate itself  to  the  pelvis,  and  the  latter, 
therefore,  will  be  permanently  tilted  in  a 
different  direction  to  that  I  before  de- 
scribed,  and  there  will  be  all  the  appear- 
ance of  a  long  leg  instead  of  a  short  one, 
accompanying  this  same  disease  of  inflam- 
mation  of  the  hip. 

I  conceive  it  to  be  of  great  importance 
that  you  should  look  on  these  tilings,  not  as 
accidents,  bnt  matters  on  which  yon  ought 
to  reason.  You  should  take  up  all  the 
facts,  and  then  reason  upon  them;  by 
which  you  will  acquire  that  real  knowledge 
that  will  prevent  you  bein^  led  into  mis- 
take in  forming  the  diagnosu. 

raACTUKB  OF  THE  NBCK  OF  TBS  TBIOB 

BONE. 

We  BOW  come  to  consider  fhuAnre  of 
the  neck  of  the  femur,  as  distinguished 
flrom  other  accidents  to  the  hip.  Let  me 
advise  you,  whenever  you  goto  visit  a  pa- 
tient who  has  received  an  injury,  not  im- 
mediately to  interpose  your  hand;  because, 
as  soon  as  you  have  thrown  off  the  clothes, 
looked  at  the  limb,  and  begun  to  handle 
it.  the  relatives  most  anxiously  eontem. 
plate  your  oonntenance,  to  know  your 
opinion,  and  you  seem  to  hesitate ;  which 
is  giving  needless  anxiety  to  theni^  and  do- 
ing  no  justice  to  yourselves.  Reasonably 
you  cannot  yet  have  formed  an  opinion, 
which  seems  to  them  strange ;  and  so  they 
form  an  idea  that  jrou  are  not  quick,  or 
decided.  It  is  a  merit  with  sensible  men 
of  your  own  profession,  that  you  hesitate- 
that  you  take  time  <^inly  to  form  an 
opinion ;  but  this  is  not  what  society  ad- 
mires in  the  medical  attendant:  there  is  a 
manner  which  they  call  decision,  and 
which  is  mighty  captivating.  Be  above 
all  pretension  of  manner,  but  do  your, 
selves  justice.  I  would,  then,  advise  you 
to  keep  the  parts  quiet,  and,  before  you 
throw  down  the  coverlet,  to  oidcavour  to 
discover  'how  the  accident  happened;  be- 
cause, being  anatomists,  and  knowing 
how  a  certain  force  operetes,  you  will  be 
able  at  once  to  form  something  more  than 
a  mere  guess  or  ooi^jecture  of  what  has 
actually  occurred.    For  example,  if  a  per- 
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■on  (and  more  espedaily  an  old  woman)  broken  ends  correspond  so  that  they  resist 
should  hare  been  coming  down  stain,  ana  the  retraction  until  some  change  of  pod- 
thought  she  was  at  a  landing-place  when  tion  takes  place;  then,  by  and  by,  on  the 
she  was  not,  and  ao  has  come  down  the  second  or  third  day,  you  find  the  limb 
last  step  suddenly—and  if  from  that  mo-  greatly  shortened,  and  the  signs  of  fracture 
ment  she  falls  lame,  and  has  great  pain-—  of  the  neck  complete ;  and  the  wonder  is 
you  haTC  no  difficulty  in  ascertaining,  be-  that  you  could  not  haye  discovered  this  at 
fore  yon  look  at  the  limb  at  all,  that  the  first    I  must  not,  then,  sav  that  there  is 
force  has  been  on  the  neck  of  the  thiffh-  no  difficulty  in  these  cases;  for,  on  the  con- 
bone— that  there  has  been  a  force  in  that  trary,  I  declare,  that  even  to  the  most  expe- 
direction  which  is  apt  to  snap  the  neck  of  rienced  practitioner,  this  is  always  a  source 
the  bone.    The  circumstance  of  the  pa-  of  p^reat  anxiety.    There  is  nothing  more 
tient  being  a  female  increases  the  proba-  difficult  to  distinguish  than  the  exact  na- 
bility,  and  also  her  age,  inasmuch  as  the  ture  of  this  case;  and  with  all  your  know- 
bones  become  extremely  brittle  by  age  and  ledge  of  anatomy,  and  the  just  application 
disuse.  of  the  principles  of  surgery,  it  is  a  misera- 
When  yon  undertake  to  examine  the  ble  business — that  is  to  say,  you  will  be 
limb,  the  moment  you  have  thrown  off  the  blamed  unless  you  have  taken  proper  pre- 
clothes  you  look  to  the  pelvis,  and  you  see  caution  to  explain  the  peculiar  nature  of 
that  that  lies  right ;  then  you  see  tnat  the  the  case  early.    Are  you  aware  that  this 
limb  is  actualW  short,    that  the  toe  is  is  a  case  which  stands,  as  it  were,  by  it- 
tnmed  out,  and  you  state  your  decisive  self?    It  is  one  of  the  exceptions  to  the 
opinion  that  the  bone  is  broken — not  dido-  general  rule  of  fractures.    When  a  bone  is 
cated.    Yon  then  put  your  hand  to  it,  and  broken  in  ordinary  cases,  parts  are  mp- 
yon  find  that  it  moves  eadly  in  all  direo-  tored,  vessels  throw  out  their  blood,  in- 
tions — that  there  is  no  stiffness,  no  sudden  flammation  arises,  consolidation  succeeds, 
spasmodic  difficulty  in  moving  it;   you  the  parts  are  united  by  tough  and  inflamed 
draw  it  down,  and  it  is  drawn  back  again ;  cellular  membrane ;  wen  comes  a  deposi- 
there  is  pain,  but  no  let  or  hindrance  be-  tion,    which  you  may  call  callus  if  you 
sides  to  your  turning  it.    There  is  no  ere-  please,  and  an  union  almost  of  cartilage ; 
pitns;  and  what  is  the  reason  of  this?  and  lastly,  bone  is  formed  in  the  cartili^. 
Why,  in  common  fracture,  do  you  at  once  Can  thls'process  of  union  take  place  when 
lind  the  jar  of  a  broken  bone,  and  not  in  the  fracture  is  in  the  capsule  of  the  joint } 
this, case?     Because  of  the  retraction  oi  It  cannot;  the  circumstances  necessary  to 
the  limb.    The  nearer  the  fracture  is  to  a  proper  union  are  wanting;  on  which  sub- 
the  superior  end  of  the  bone,  the  greater  is  ject  we  might  take  up  an  hour,  perhaps, 
the  retraction.    What  have  you  to  do,  to  with  some  advantage, 
ascertain  the  crepitus  ?    You  must  make  When  yon  are  cfdled,  then,  to  a  case  of 
a  person  draw  down  the  limb,  so  as  to  this  kind,  it  is  necessary  that  you  should 
bring  the  broken  portions  into  contact ;  have  some  sensible  person  with  you,  con- 
and  now,  upon  movmg  them,  you  find  the  nected  with  the  family,  or  intermediate  be- 
crepitus,  and  the  case  is  decided.    But  tween  you ;  and  let  them  see  that  yon  un- 
sometimes  it  happens,  when  the  neck  of  derstand  the  case — that  you  anticipate  the 
the  bone  Is  broken  within  the  capsule,  that  difficulty  —  that   the  patient  cannot  be 
there  is  very  little  retraction  in  the  limb,  cured,  and  that  there  must  be  a  shortening 
and  therefore  there  is  hesitation  and  diffi-  of  the  limb.    After  all,  these  are  the  cases 
cnlty  in  forming  a  decided  opinion;  and  that  are  so  apt  to  iigura  the  practitioner 
Ton  say,  if  the  bone  were  broken  it  would  in  the  country.    The  natienthas  a  fracture 
be  retracted.    Suppose,  however,  that  the  high  up  in  the  thign-bone  —  there  is  a 
nairative  of  the  accident  and  the  com-  shortening  of  the  limb,  or  the  neck  of  the 
plaints  of  the  patient  are  such  as  to  induce  bone  is  absorbed;  he  is  lame,  he  is  thrown 
you  to  believe  that  the  injury  has  fallen  out  of  his  occupation,  ever  idle,  ever  wan- 
on  the  cervix,  and  yet  there  is  no  shorten-  dering  about,  every  hobbling  from  one  side 
ing  of  the  limb,  or  other  appearance  of  to  the  other.    On  the  market-day,  if  you 
fracture,  I  recommend  you  to  get  the  pa-  see  him  in  a  large  crowd,  you  can  distin- 
tient  ont  of  bed,  to  get  ner  to  stand  upon  gjuish  him  from  other  persons  by  the  mo- 
iier  two  legs,  and  then  to  raise  the  sound  tion  of  his  head;  and  he  is  always  lament- 
leg,  and  tiy  to  stand  upon  tibe  one  which  ing  that  his  case  was  not  understood,  or 
is  injured.    She  cannot  do  it ;  there  is  Im-  that  he  was  so  badly  treated  by  the  doctor, 
mediately  a  sinking  down,   and  if  you 
hold  your  hand  upon  the  head  of  the  fe- 

oiar  Ton  ftel  snob  a  jar  that  no  hesitation  ^"^ 
is  left  in  your  mind  on  the  subject.    Yon 
do  this  to  avoid  a  very  awkward  occur- 
teaee.     It  happens  sometimes,  that  the 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  FOREIGN 
JOURNALS. 

PLBURITIC  EFFUSION  IN  BOTH  SIDES  OF 
THE  CHEST  SUCCESSITELT  —  DOUBLE 
PARACENTESIS  THORACIS — RECOVERY. 

A  TOUNO  Arab  had  saffered  for  some  time 
from  pain  in  the  cavity  of  the  chest,  with 
impediment  in  breathing,  and  sense  of 
sulTocation.  I  examined  the  chest.  The 
left  side  was  much  enlarged,  the  ribs  se- 
parated, and  the  muscles  distended  in  the 
1  nt^rcostal  spaces.  I  perceived  that  there  was 
fluid  within,  which  caused  this  projection, 
I  therefore  made  a  puncture ;  when  there 
issued  several  pints  of  serous  pus,  with  al- 
buminous flocculi.  A  small  mesh  was 
thep  introduced  between  the  lips  of  the 
wound,  to  keep  it  pervions.  The  opening 
was  thus  maintained  for  several  dajs,  and 
the  cure  appeared  complete,  without  anv 
thing  else  havi  ng  been  done.  In  a  month  af- 
ter, the  riffht  side  (which  had  appeojred  to  be 
sound  wnen  the  operation  was  performed) 
had  acquired  a  size  nearly  equal  to  that  of 
the  left  side  before  it  was  punctured.  Pa- 
racentesis of  the  right  side  was  now  per- 
formed,  when  a  quantity  of  purulent  mat- 
ter, of  the  same  nature  as  before,  escaped. 
The  respiration  became  free  in  a  few  days : 
the  sense  of  suffocation  disappeared,  and 
be  got  quite  well. — Clot-Bey,  in  the  GauUt 
dti  aSpitaux, 

ABSCESS,  CAUSED  BY  A  CANINE  TOOTH 
LODGED  IN  THE  MAXILLARY  SINUS, 
CURED  BY  ITS  REMOVAL. 

A  ^oung  Mussulman  of  Alexandria  had  a 
considerable  swelling  of  the  right  cheek, 
the  nose  being  pushed  to  the  other  side. 
Within  the  lip  was  a  fistulous  opening,  as 
large  as  a  quill,  and  occupying  the  canine 
fossa.  A  sound  introduced  into  the  sinus 
through  this  opening  enabled  me  to  ascer- 
tain that  there  was  no  fungus.  I  then  de- 
tached a  portion  of  the  enlarged  sinus  from 
below,  by  means  of  a  gouge  and  mallet.  The 
finger  was  thus  admitted  into  the  cavity, 
where  I  found  a  tooth,  which  had  escaped 
from  its  alveolar  socket,  and  become  lodged 
in  the  sinus,  where  it  acted  as  a  foreign 
body.  I  immediately  extracted  it  In 
twenty  days  the  parts  were  healed,  and  the 
deformity  goiie.-^/6uf. 

A  MAN  WHO  CAN   MARE    HIMSELF  TALLER 

AT  WILL. 

At  a  late  meeting  of  the  Academy  of  Me- 
dicine in  Paris,  M.  Velpeau  exhibited  a 
man  who  possesses  the  very  singular  power 
of  making  himself  two  inches  taller  or 
shorter  at  will.     Standing  erect,  he  can 


elongate  the  spine,  and  contract  it  a^n, 
by  moving  the  sacrum,  which  plays  hke  a 
wedge  between  the  bones  of  the  pelvis.  He 
is  at  present  40  years  of  age,  and  had  a 
carriage  pass  over  his  body  when  a  child, 
to  the  injury  received  at  which  time  the 
power  of  executing  this  curious  manoeuvre 
may  be  attribnted.->Gascft«  dtt  H&pUaux. 


LITERARY  INTELLIGENCE. 

In  the  press,  An  Inquiry  into  the  Na- 
ture of  Sleep  and  Death,  with  a  view  to 
ascertain  the  more  immediate  Causes  of 
Death,  and  the  better  regulation  of  the 
means  of  obviating  them ;  being  the  con- 
cluding part  of  the  Experimental  Inquiry 
into  the  Laws  of  the  Vital  Functions.  By 
A.  P.  W.  PhUip,  M.D.,  F.R.S. 


WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  of  BURTALS, 
From  Bills  of  Mortality,  May  20, 1834. 


Ab«cM«                        1 

Heart,  diseased  . 

Age  and  Debility.     M 

Hernia                   • 

Apoplexy      .       •       4 

Rooplng-Congh   . 

11 

Asthma         .              ]8 

Inflammation        . 

d8 

Cancer          .       •        1 

BowelvA  Stomach 

Childbirth     .       .       4 

Brain 

CoDsnmptlon             61 

Longs  and  Pleura 

Conetlpatlon  of  the 

Insanity        .        • 

Bovrela      .'     •        I 

Liver,  diseased    . 

Convnlsloae               28 

Heavies        •      - . 

Dentition  or  Teething  7 

MortlAcatioo 

Dropay                  .      \b 

Paralysis       .        • 

Dropay  on  the  Brain  20 

MmaH'Pox    .       • 

Ferer     ...       8 

Spasms         •        • 
Tlirush 

Fever.  Intermittent, 

or  Ague     .                1 

Tumor          •        • 

1 

Feyer,  Scarlet      .      13 

Unknown  Caosea 

13 

Fever,  Typhus             1 

Gout     ...       3 

Stillborn      . 

16 

Decrease  of  Burials,  a 

s  compared  with  >    ,9. 

the  preceding  wee! 

k       .       .       .  }    '* 

9 

NOTI 

CES. 

Ht.  D.  Williams's  circular  to  the  medi. 
cal  journals,  relative  to  Dr.  Kaj's  work  on 
Asphyxia,  is  not  suited  to  our  pages.  Dr. 
Kay*s  book  has  already  hoca  reviewed  in 
this  journal. 

We  have  received  from  several  onaiters 
accounts  of  examinations  held  in  different 
medical  schools,  both  in  London  and  the 
provinces :  some  of  them^  we  observe,  have 
been  already  published  in  the  newspapers; 
but  even  had  they  not,  we  generally  nave 
no  room  to  spare  for  the  insertion  of  sacb 
intelligence. 

Received — An  Introductory  Lectoie 
on  Diseases  of  the  Eye,  delivered  at  the 
Birmingham  Eye  Infirmary.  By  Richard 
Middlemore,  M.R.C.S.,  &c 

W.  Wilson,  Printer,  (7,  Skinner^  Street,  Londoiu 
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LECTURES  surgeons  scrupulousl:^ *^f^  1° *J?^ **"°? 

of  their  affreement  with  Chamheriin  ;  and 

*>"  T»**  ^  only  displayed  the  instrument,  and  de- 

THEORY  AND  PRACTICE    OF        scribed  its  use,  to  thoseoftheirpupils.-and 

TtrTnwTPijnv.  thataverylimited  number,— who  gave  them 

MlDWlt  U-KY  ,  ^  Ij^j^  additional  fee  for  this  extra  know- 

Delivered  at  the  London  Hospital,  ledge.     Among  this  """^^^^^^f.  ifi*^.  ^^^ 

Bruin  and  Peter  Plaatman ;  and  they  also, 
Bt  Francis  H.  Ramsbotbam,  M.D.        under  the  same  conditions  of  secresy,  in- 

structed  Titsing,  Boom,  and  a  few  others. 

T  -wvT^  In  a  short  time  the  credit  of  the  instru- 

Lbctvrb  XAXIV.  jjjgjj^  ^^  niaed  so  high,  that  the  magis- 

VIFFJCULT  LABOUR.^INSTRU-         trates  of  the  town  forbade  any  of  their 
MENTS  snrgreons  to  practise  midwifery,  until  they 

had  been  examined  by  its  possessors,  and 

TBCTis.  instructed    in    the    manner  of  using  it. 

Thb  next  instrument  to  which  I  shall  beg    As  it  passed  into  a  greater  number  of 


decided  objections,  because  if  employed  as  at  Amsterdam,  —  with  a  praiseworthy 
a  lever,  the  soft  pa[rts  of  the  patient  are  in  generosity,  by  no  means  characteristic 
great  danger  of  injury;  and  because  the  of  the  age,  bought  the  secret  from 
term  vectU,  as  used  by  the  ancients,  carries  Gertrude,  the  daughter  of  John  de  Bruin, 
with  it  an  idea  of  force  and  violence ; —  and  wife  of  'Herman  Van  dcr  Ilcide  (to 
that  having  been  an  engine  used  to  raise  whom  it  had  been  bequeathed  by  her  father 
great  weights,  to  wrench  open  doors,  and  as  a  legacy),  and  made  it  immediately 
perform  otfier  acts  requiring  considerable  public.  The  instrument,  thus  dragged 
strength.  Nor  am  I  singular  in  this  obr  forth  fVom  comparative  obscurity,  about 
jectioD ;  for  my  friend  Dr.  Blundell  con-  which  so  many  conjectures  had  been 
ceives  tb#  same  idea,  and  has  denominated  formed,  on  which  the  hopes  of  the  Dutch 
the  instrument  THE  tractor.  practitioners  were  so  highly  raised,  and 

Hiuory. — ^Mnch  uncertainty  still  hangs  which  the  profession  in  general  was  so 
orer  th«  primary  origin  of  the  vectis ;  and  anxious  to  ootain,  was  found  to  be  a  flat, 
we  are  without  any  positive  records  either  plain,  unfenestrated  piece  of  iron,  slightly 
regarding  the  real  inventor,  or  the  time  at  bent  at  both  extreraeties  into  the  segment 
which  it  was  first  used.  It  is  well  known,  of  a  large  circle.  On  this  discovery  many 
however,  that  Hugh  Chamheriin,  about  the  doubtc^ — as  well  they  might,— whether 
year  1693,  twenty-tbree  years  aiier  his  un-  de  Bruin's  heir  had  really  allowed  the  true 
fortunate  visit  to  Paris,  made  also  an  ex-  instrument  to  pass  out  of  her  possession; 
cnrsion  to  Holland,  where  for  some  time  others,  whether  Roonhuysen  had  dealt 
be  practised  midwifery;  and,  having  con-  fairly  with  his  pupils;  and  others,  again, 
tracted  an  intimacy  with  Roonhuysen,  he  whether  Chamheriin  had  not  acted  a 
communicated  his  secret  to  him,  on  die  double  part,  by  having  originally  sold  to 
receipt  of  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  the  Dutch  physicians  an  instrument,  of 
Very  soon  Ruysch  and  Boekelman,  two  which  he  himself  practically  made  no  use; 
other  practitioners  at  Amsterdam,  became  because,  as  it  was  then  well  known  that 
Roonhuysen's  partners  in  the  secret.  These     Chamberlin's  celebrated  areanum  consisted 

339. — XIV.  X 
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of  a  doable  blade,  it  seemed  impossible  to 
reconcile  this  fact  with  the  production 
of  the  simple,  rude,  almost  straight  piece 
of  iron,  which  any  one  might  devise  and 
manufacture  without  being  possessed  ei. 
ther  of  much  inrenti?e  genius  or  turn  for 
practical  mechanics. 

Since  the  fortunate  discoreiy,  however, 
of  Chamberlin*8  original  instruments,  as  I 
have  before  informed  you,  these  inconsis- 
tencies appear  to  me  easily  ctieared  up ; 
for  among  them  are  two  simple  levers, 
very  similar  in  size,  shape,  and  design,  a 
drawing  of  one  of  which  I  now  present. 


Cbamberlln's  lever — the  firont  and  aide  vfewt. 
The  only  difference  between  thie  and  the  other 
Bpccimen  found  conaUts  In  the  one  being  blunt 
at  the  extremity  of  the  carved  handle,  while 
this  tcmluatea  in  a  sharp  point. 

It  seems,  then,  fair  to  infer  that  both 
the  forceps  and  lever — such  as  thev  were— 
were  communicated  to  the  Dutch  practi- 
tioners by  Chamberlin;  and  that,  either 
in  consequence  of  not  being  able  easily  to 
introduce  the  two  blades,  or  not  readily 
adapting  them  to  each  other  when  they 
were  introduced;  or  perhaps,»what  is 
equally  likely,  since  it  agrees  so  well  with 
the  spirit  of  the  times, — finding  them> 
selves  enabled  to  use  the  one  blade  with  so 
much  greater  ucrtty,  and  less  chance  of 
diieovenfy  than  two:  they  became  habi- 
tuated to  the  employment  of  the  vectis, 
acquired  a  certain  degree  of  dexterity  in 
its  use,  considered  it  the  most  efficient 
instrument,  and  consequently  instructed 
those  who  applied  for  such  knowledge  in 
its  properties,  in  preference  to  those  of  the 
Attceps :  and  this  supposition  is  strei^th- 
ened  by  the  fact  that  Palfyn,  of  Ghent,  in 


1720,  after  many  journeys  to  London  and 
Amsterdam,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain- 
ing what  Chamberlin's  celebrated  secret 
really  consisted  in,  (which  was  known  to 
have  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Dutch 
physicians,)  was  enabled,  from  the  infor. 
mation  he  picked  up,  to  form  his  tire  tite<, 
which  he  presented  to  the  Academy  of 
Sciences  at  Paris,  and  which,  after  some 
modifications,  became  the  forceps  of  Duste 
and  Butter.  It  was  certainly  the  prevalent 
belief,  in  Roonhuysen's  time,  that  the  in- 
strument he  employed  was  the  forceps; 
and  Levret  states  that  Vander  Suam,  who 
lived  many  years  with  Roonhuysen,  con- 
firmed that  idea;  so  that  we  may  suppose 
he  possessed  the  forceps,  but  more  fre- 
quently used  the  lever. 

If  this  history  be  correct,  it  is  plain  that 
we  should  be  in  error  if  we  granted  to 
Roonhuysen  the  honour  of  having  dis- 
covered the  vectis ;  for  although  he  made 
a  great  change  in  the  general  appearance 
of  the  instrument,  his  alteration  scarcely 
affected  it  at  all  as  a  mechanical  power; 
since  the  curve  of  his  lerer,  or  rather  De 
Bruin's — and  I  take  it  for  granted  they 
were  the  same— as  delineated  by  Mulder, 
is  almost  a  segment  of  the  same  cir- 
cle  as  that  possessed  by  the  instru- 
ment found  among  Chamberlin's  collec- 
tion. AU  the  first  vectes,  indeed,  such  as 
Roonhuy sen's,  Plaatman's,  Boom's,  and 
Morand's,  as  well  as  Titsing's  spatula, 
have  nearly  the  same  curve  of  greater  or 
less  extent ;  and  this  also  inclines  me  to 
believe  that  Chamberlin's  was  the  original 
pattern.  But  after  all  it  is  quite  possible 
that  Chamberlin  took  his  idea  of  the  vectis 
found  among  his  papers,  from  Roonhuysen, 
during  his  residence  at  Amsterdam. 

I  have  said  that  Roonhuysen's  lever 
consisted  of  a  flat  piece  of  iron,  bent  into 
a  slight  curve  at  both  ends,  and  he  gene- 
rally employed  it  covered  with  soft  leather. 
Titsing  fancied  he  had  improved  on  this 
plan,  by  padding  the  instrument  with 
wool.  It  has  been  formed  by  different 
persons,— either  for  the  sake  of  appear- 
ance, or  iVom  the  presumption  that  such 
substances  were  less  likely  to  inflict  in- 
jury  than  the  harder  metal — of  wood,  horn, 
ivoiy,  and  silver.  The  vectis  of  Morand, 
in  1755,  was  of  ivory ;  and  that  of  Her- 
biniaux,  in  1782,  of  the  latter  material. 

As  it  was  generally  known  among  the 
profession,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
last  century,  that  some  of  the  Dutch  phy- 
sicians possessed  Roonhuysen's  secret,  it  is 
not  surprising  that  practitioners,  as  well  in 
Holland  as  in  other  countries,  should  have 
endeavoured  to  ascertain  in  what  it  con- 
sisted, or  to  have  invented  for  themselves 
some  means  to  accomplish  the  same 
end.  Thus,  in  1738,  Rigandeaux,  being 
called  to  a  case  in  which  the  head  was 
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impacted,  procured  a  common  chemist's 
spatula,   a    foot   in    length,    and,   after 
having   softened    the  blade   in  the  fire, 
he    bent    it    into    a  slight   curve,    and 
with  it  delivered  the  woman  of  a  live 
child.     Incited  by  his  success,  he  formed 
an  instrument  very  similar  to  Titsing's  in 
shape,  though  shorter,  which  he  was  in 
the  habit  of  using  continually.     Like  his 
predecessors,  howc^ver,  being  desirous  of 
reaping  more  than  ordinary  pecuniary  ad. 
vantages  from  bis  fortunate  discovery,  it 
was  not  until  the  year  17M— after  Visscher 
and  Van  de  Poll  had  published  descrip. 
tions  and  delineations  of  De  Bruin's  in- 
stmment — that  he  made  known  the  form 
and  use   of  his  own. .    Warrocquier,  of 
Lisle,  also,  it  would  seem,  fell  by  ehance 
upon  the  expedient  of  delivering  hy  the 
lever,  before  that  instrument  was  publicly 
known ;  for  in  1753,  being  foiled  in  his  at. 
t^npts  to  terminate  a  labour  by  Smellie's 
forceps,  at  that  time  but  just  come  into 
use,  he  employed  one  bltide  as  a  vectis, 
and  had  the  sa'tisflMtion  of  bringing  into 
the  world  a  Ifvlng  infant.   From  that  time 
he  discarded  the  double  instrument,  and 
used  a  sisgle  blade,  not  unlike  Titoing's  in 
its  fiuiluon;  with  which,  indeed,  he  after- 
iSMPds  boasted  that  in  twenty- one  years  he 
iiad  delivered  1200  women.    Long  before 
this  time,  however— viz.  in  1715— Isaac 
de  Bruas,  of  Midelburg,  made  an  attempt 
to^  extract  a  child  when  the  head  presented, 
with  a  blunt  hook,  such  as  he  had  been 
apcnstomed  to  use  under  breech  presenta- 
tions.   He  succeeded  in  his  object,  having 
slightly  bruised  the  child's  head.  Correctly 
judging  that  the    instrument    was    too 
thick,  and  not  sufficiently  wide  for  this 
purpose,  he  formed  a  fenestrated  vectis,  de- 
cidedly the  best  of  all  those  first  invented, 
and  which,  indeed,  approaches  nearer  than 
any  of  them  to  the  form  of  Lowder's*— 
that  variety  now  in  most  common  use  in 
this  country;  which  I  recommend  in  pre- 
ference to  others,  and  a  specimen  of  which 
I  now  shew  you.    This  instrument  is  13 
inches  long,  and  seven  are  engrossed  by 
the  blade;  which  does  not  spring  from 
the  handle  in  a  regular  sweep,  as  we  oh- 
served  with  regard  to  the  forceps,  but 
possesses  a  shank  nearly  straignt  for  the 
space  of  three  inches,  retiring  backwards 
at  a  veiy  small  angle;  the  curve  then 
commences,  and  its  point  is  bent  forvi'ards 
more  abruptly ;  the  blade  is  widest  near 
the  point,  being  one  inch  seven  eighths 
across;  the  fenestra  is  nearly  oval,  two 
inches  and  a  quarter  long,  and  an  inch 
and  onceighth  wide  in  the  centre.    The 
whole    instrument  weighs  seven  ounces. 
This  specimen,  you  will  observe,  possesses 
Saxtorffe's  hinge,  but  this  is  of  no  advan- 
tage  in  its  use;  it  is  merely  for  the  conve- 
sicDce  of  carriage. 


Front  and  side  vleirs  of  Lowder's  rectU. 

Catet  in  which  the  vectis  is  applicable,  and 
mode  of  uajn^.— All  the  cases  in  which  the 
short  foreeps  are  applicable,  are  supposed 
to  be  fitted  for  the  use  of  the  vectis ;  and 
the  symptoms  calling  for  its  employment 
are  necessarily    also    the    same.     'Three 
modes  of  using  this  single  blade  have  been 
suggested  ;~either  as  a  lever  of  the  first 
kind,  or  as  an  antagonist  to  the  left  hand 
introduced  into  the  pelvis,  or  as  a  simple 
tractor;  which  last,  indeed,  is  the  only 
safe  method.    As  I  have  already  said,  it 
was  intended  to  be  used  as  a  lever  by 
Chamberlin  and  Roonhuysen;  and  that 
the  pubes  of  the  mother  should  form  the 
fulcrum.      I    need     not    insist   on    the 
injury  likely  to  result  from  tliis  mode  of 
acting;    I  need  not  call  your  attention 
to  the  important  or^an,  the  bladder,  placed 
directly  behind  the  junction  of  those  bones, 
and  the  danger  which  must  accrue  to  it, 
as  well  as  the  surrounding  soft  structures, 
from  the  violence  of  undue  pressure ;  and 
I  need  not  warn  you  against  ever  adopting 
Roonhuysen's  plan.    The  injuries  inflicted, 
indeed,  must  have  been  frequent  and  great ; 
and  this  led  Pean,  in  1772,  to  suggest  the 
possibility  of  delivering  by  the  vectis,  with- 
out  making  a  fulcrum  of  the  motlier's 
structures.    He  proposed  a  practice,  which 
is  now  sometimes  adopted,  of  grasping  the 
shank  of   the  instrument  with  the  left 
hand, — the  outer  eclge  of  the  little  finger 
being  applied  towards  the  vulva, — making 
that  hand  the  fulcrum,  and  pressing  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  blade  on  the  child's  head,  by 
raising  the  handle  firmly  held  in  the  right. 
Though  not  so  easy  a  method  of  delivery, 
this  is  much  safer  than  that  first  recom^ 
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mended,  and,  if  uted  at  a  lever  at  all,  the  he  placed  it  a  little  distance  below  the 

instrument  should  be  employed  in  this  curve. 

manner.  The  mode  recommended  by  Dease  is 

Another  mode  practised  was  the  intro-  that  now  g^enerally  adopted,  and  which  I 

duction  of  the  instrument  over  one  side  of  advise  ycu  to  follow,  provided  you  are  in- 

the  head,  and  the  application  of  three  or  clined  to  call  in  the  aid  of  the  vectis.    It 

four  fingers  of  the  left  hand  over  the  oppo-  is  scarcely  necessary  for  me  to  urge  again 

site,  which  were  intended  to  act  as  an  an-  on  your  attention,  the  impropriety  of  em- 

tagonist  to  the  iron  blade,  and  to  form  a  ploying    any    instrument    clandestinely, 

double  instrument,  similar  to  the  forceps;  however  easily  it  may  be  applied,  or  how- 

for  as  the  latter  instrument  is  to  be  re-  ever  adroit  we  may  be  in  its  use ;  for  al- 

garded  as  a  pair  of  artificial  hands,  so  the  though  Lowder  inculcated  the  doctrine  of 

vectis,  if  used  in  this  way,  must  be  looked  concealment  and    secresy,  and  althoug:h 

upon  as  a  substitute  for  the  right  hand,  since  his  time  many  men,  infected  with  his 

fiut  it  is  evident  that,  if  there  be  sufficient  notions,  have  freauently  had  recourse  to 

room  in  the  pelvis  to  allow  of  the  iotro-  the  instrument  unanown  either  to  the  pa- 

duction  of  Uiree  or  four  fingers  over  the  tient  or  her  friends,  be  assured  that  such  a 

head,  Uiere  can  occur  very  few  cases  in  practice  will,  in  the  end,  most  probably 

which  instrumental  assistance  is  neces-  lead  to  disgrace  and  bitter  self-reproach, 

sary.    This  mode  of  using  it  was  first  In  this  respect,  then,  we  should  act  exactly 

adopted  by  De  Bruas,  in  1755.  as  with  the  forceps—inform  the  patient  and 

In  1783,  Dease,  of  Dujblin,  gave  a  new  her  friends  of  the  necessity  of  assistance 
name  to  the  instrument,  which  much  in-  being  rendered,  and  never  interfere  unless 
fluenced  the  mode  of  using  it.  He  called  circumstances  demand  our  aid.  Beforo 
it  an  extractor,  and  proposed,  that  on  the  the  introduction  of  the  instrument,  the 
point  being  carried  fuUv  over  the  child's  bladder  most  be  emptied  by  the  catheter, 
head,  the  handle  should  be  grasped  tishtly,  and  the  rectum  unloaded  also,  if  requisite, 
and  held  firmly,  by  one  hand,  while  the  The  same  posture  must  be  adopted  pre* 
shank  was  embraced  by  the  other,  and  the  viously  recommended :  the  patient's  per* 
movement,  that  of  stcAdy  traction  down-  son  must  be  brought  conveniently  near  to 
wards,  should  be  given  by  that  hand  which  the  edge  of  the  bed,  and  the  instrument 
embraced  the  shank,  thus  converting  the  warmed  and  gpreased.  Two  fingers  of  the 
instrument  into  a  lever  of  the  third  species,  left  hand  are  then  to  be  passed  as  high  as 
He  stages  his  opinion,  that  if  used  as  a  lever  possible  within  the  vagina,  over  the  child's 
of  the  first  kind,  it  must  always  prove  highly  head;  the  handle  of  the  instrument  must 
dangerous, "  retentions  of  urine  being  the  be  held  lightly  in  the  right,  and  depriissed 
immediate,  and  involuntary  discharge  of  sufiiciently  low  to  allow  the  point  to  slide 
urine  the  lasting  consequences  of  it."  In  the  up  between  the  fingers  ana  the  child's 
year  prior  to  that  last  mentioned,  indeed,  head.  The  same  kind  of  semi-rotatory 
Herbiniaux,  of  Brussels,  had  formed  a  vec-  motion  recommended  in  the  application  of 
tis,  which  acted  on  the  same  principle ;  the  forceps,  will  also  facilitate  the  intro- 
he  passed  a  piece  of  tape  through  a  duction  of  the  vectis;  and,  as  with  the  for. 
transverse  eye  in  the  blade,  situated  just  ceps,  if  any  impediment  occur  to  its  easy 
below  the  curve,  by  which  tape  traction  passage,  that  must  not  be  overcome  1^ 
was  to  be  made,  while  the  hanale  was  held  main  force,  but  a  different  direction  must 
tight,  and  steadied.  It  is  curious,  how-  be  given  to  the  blade,  and  the  obstacle 
ever,  that  this  improvement  on  the  instm-  must  be  surmounted  by  gentle  insinuation, 
ment  of  his  day  was  taken  from  the  origi-  On  the  complete  introduction  of  the  in- 
nal  vectis  whidi  Visscher  and  Van  de  Poll  strument,  the  fingers  of  the  left  hand  are 
bought  from  De  Bruin's  daughter ;  for  in  to  be  withdrawn,  and  the  shank  so  grasped 
the  description  of  that  instrument  which  with  that  hand,  that  the  little  finger 
they  published,  we  read  that  they  found  a  shall  lie  near  the  os  externum,  and  the 
cord  fixed  round  one  end,  about  the  middle  first  finger  surround  the  junction  of  the 
of  the  curve.  «  This,"  they  state,  <<  we  handle  with  the  blade.  Thus  a  firm  pur- 
imagine,  served  no  other  purpose  than  to  ehase  is  obtained ;  and  the  whole  instre- 
point  out  the  end  of  the  instrument  com-  ment  must  be  steadied  with  the  right  hand, 
monly  made  use  of"  (for  they  were  both  while  traction  is  made  with  the  left.  This 
similar),  '*  or  to  measure  the  lengtii  of  the  extractive  effort  must' not  be  a  constant, 
part  introduced."  Levret  afterwards  sug-  strong,  uninterruptedjm/i,  but  must  consist 
gested,  that  the  intention  of  the  cord,  for  of  a  number  of  short,  steady,  firm  attempts, 
which  these  physicians  could  find  no  use,  following  each  other  in  tolerably  quick 
was  probably  to  moderate  the  pressure  of  succession ;  the  left  hand  pressing  strongly 
the  instrument  against  the  pubis.  Her-  against  the  shank  under  each,  so  that  the 
biniaux  took  the  hint ;  but  supposing  that,  point  may  at  the  same  time  compress  the 
from  the  situation  of  the  ligature,  the  mo>  Lead,  while  the  handle  remains  stationary, 
ther's  parts  would  be  liable  to  be  chafed,  Here  also,  as  with  the  forceiis,  we  work 
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daring  tbe  continuance  of  con  traction,  and  of  any  particular  instrument,  and  that  a 

desist  in  its  interval ;  and  should  the  ute-  certain  degree  of  acquired  dexterity  in  its 

ms  be  inert,  we  imitate  nature,  making  use  would  probably  attach  him  to  it,  and 

our  traction  only  occasionally.    This  in-  cause  him  to  recommend  it.    Thus,  then, 

struraent  is  much  more  likely  to  lose  its  although  one  practitioner  may  wield  the 

hold  than  the  forceps ;  but  as  it  is  easily  forceps,  and  another  the  vectis,  with  the 

re-introduced,  and  as  there  is  no  second  greatest  advantage,  it  by  no  means  follows 

blade  to  adjust,  that  occurrence  is  of  little  either  that  we  should  be  able  to  administer 

consequence.  artificial  aid  with  the  same  succcsf,  or 

In  employing  the  vectis,  then,  we  shall  that  we  should  find  the  superiority  of  one 

find  it  necessary  to  apply  it  over  different  instrument  so  decidedly  outweigh  that  of 

parts  of  the  cranium,  and  perhaps  the  face  the  other,  as  we  might  be  led  to  imagine 

also,  successively,  in  order  to  relieve  the  by  listening  to  the    doctrines   of  those 

head  from  its  fixed  situation,  and  favour  practised  exclusively  in  the  employment  of 

its  descent ;  and  we  may  sometimes  feel  either.    If,  however,   we  can    show,  by 

it  necessary  to  use  it  one  minute  as  a  trac-  legitimate  aiguments,  that  the  one  instru- 

tor,  and  the  next  as  a  lever  ^  being,  how-  ment  possesses  a  decided  advantage  over 

ever,  most  cautious  to  make  the  fulcrum  the  other,  we  are  bound  to  use  that  means 

of  imr  cwn  hfi  hand,  as  first  recommended  which  offers  the  fairest  prospect  of  success; 

by  Pean.  until,  indeed,  by  actual   experience,  we 

In  the  year  1784,  Dr.  Attken,  of  Edin-  become  convinced  of  the  fallacy  of  our 

buigb, — a  man  of  great  ingenuity  and  me-  previous  impressions, 

chanical  Invention, — having  found  by  ex-  ArgumetiU  in  favour  of  the  vectU. — The 

perience  the  difficulty  of  introducing  a  aiguments  in  favour  or  the  vectis  are,— 

blade  widi   the  extremity   considerably  Jint,  Uiat  there  being  but  one  blade,  it  is 

curved,  and  the  uselessness  of  the  instni-  more  easily  applied ;    and  that,   as  the 

ment  if  the  point  was  but  slightly  bent,  greatest  difficulty  in  introducing  the  forceps 

contrived  one  that  could  be  introduced  consists  in  adjusting  the  second  blaoc, 

straight,  and  curved  afterwardt  to  any  re-  that  inconvenience  is  of  course  obviated. 

quirra  angle,  by  turning  a  screw  at  the  ex-  Seetmdly^  that  being  so  easily  applied,  it  is 

tremitj  of  the  handle,  so  that  it  might  not  necessary  for  the  operator  to  ascertain 

adapt  itself  closely  to  the  child's  head,  so  intimately  the  nice  obstetrical  points 

This  supposed  improvement  he  denomi-  connected  with  the  case,  or  to  make  him- 

nated  the  living  lever,  self  so  minutely  acquainted  with  the  posi- 

You  will  omerve  in  the  machine  before  tion  of  the  head,  as  where  the  forceps  are 

ycm,  with  what  difficulty  the  phantom  de-  used.    Thirdly,  it  is  said  that  extraction 

sceods  under  the  action  of  the  vectis,  al-  canbemoreeasilyeffectedwithit.  Fourthly, 

though  its  head  is  small  in  comparison  to  that  it  can  be  used  in  cases  where  the  short 

the  size  of  the  stuffed  pelvis,  and  you  may,  forceps  are  perfectly  inadmissible— namely, 

from  watching  my  almost  unavailing  ef-  before  the  head  has  descended  sufficiently 

forts,  imagine  that  it  is  a  power  inferior  in  low  for  us  to  feel  an  ear ;  because  we  do 

its  valoe  to  the  forceps.  not  guide  this  instrument  over  the  ear,  but 

Helative  value  of  the  veetit  and  forcept, —  introduce  it  where  we  can   most  easily 

Much,  indeed,  has  been  written,  and  more  apply  it,  and  where  we  can  obtain  the  most 

aaid,  of  the  relative  value  of  the  vectis  and  useful  purchase. 

forceps  as  obstetrical  '  assistants;  and  Each  of  these  aiguments  deserves  a  dis- 
the  discnssion  was  at  one  time  carried  on  tinct  consideration.  In  thejirst  place,  then, 
with  no  small  degree  of  acrimony  on  both  I  readily  grant  that  the  single  instrument 
aides.  Some  practitioners  invariably  used  can  be  more  easily  applied  than  the  two- 
the  vectis— as  Lowder,  Dennison,  and  bladed  foreeps ;  but  I  deny  most  positively 
Sims;  others  gave  the  preference  to  the  thatdeUverycan  be  more  easily  effected  with 
foreept,  among  which  number  were  Smellie,  it,  at  least  it  is  not  so  in  my  hands.  You 
Denman,  and  Osbom :  of  the  present  have  seen  the  difficulty  I  just  now  expe- 
teachers,  I  believe  most  are  in  the  rienced  in  endeavouringto  extract  the  fostua 
habit  of  employing  the  latter.  The  first  through  this  stuffed  pelvis,  which  is  large 
celebrated,  aa^  perhaps,  the  most  strenu-  in  proportion  to  the  head.  I  may  be  a 
oQSyOf  allthe  advocates  in  this  country,  bungling  operator, — Imay,perhaps,neither 
for  the  vectis  as  the  preferable  instrument,  understand  the  principles  nor  the  practice 
waa  Dr.  Bland.  His  arguments  will  be  of  instrumental  midwifery;— -if  so,  it  is  not 
found  in  a  paper  by  Mm,  published  in  the  from  neglecting  to  study,  nor  for  want  of 
aecond  volume  of  the  London  Medical  Com-  opportunities  to  midce  myself  practically 
nranications,  in  the  year  1790.  We  must,  acquainted  with  the  science :  and,  if  the 
however,  receive  tne  recommendations  dimculty  in  the  living  subject  is  at  all  pro- 
even  of  practical  men  on  this  subject  cum  portionate  to  what  you  have  this  moment 
gnmo  talis;  recollecting  that  early  instruc-  observed,  I  would  ask  of  what  use  is  it  to 
tionisUkely  to  prejudice  every  one  in  favour  boast   the  easy   adaptation  of  a  power 
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which,  when  properly  adjusted,  is  so  in-  diminish  its  lateral  diameter  so  as  to  en- 
adequate  to  the  end  proposed.  Secondly,  able  it  to  escape  through  a  somewhat  con- 
we  are  told  that,  being  so  much  more  tracted  aperture.  It  may  be  answered,  that 
easily  applied  than  the  forceps,  it  is  not  this  can  be  effected  with  the  Tectis  also : 
necessary  that  the  operator  should  be  so  but  when  the  head  is  compressed  bei- 
perfectly  conversant  with  obstetrical  prin-  tween  the  two  blades  of  the  forceps, 
ciples  in  general,  or  the  particular  points  the  pressure  is  taken  off  firom  the  mo- 
of  the  case  under  treatment  This,  al-  ther's  structures;  should  the  Tectis,  bow- 
though  a  yenr  specious,  is,  in  my  opinion,  ever,  be  employed,  the  counter-pres- 
the  most  unfair  and  dangerous  argument  sure  is  made  bv  the  bony  pelvis  itself,  and 
which  the  advocates  in  favour  of  this  par-  the  soft  parts  lying  between  the  head  and 
ticular  instrument  adduce  : — to  prefer  the  the.  pelvic  bones  must  suffer  more  or  less 
vectis  because  it  may  be  worked  by  a  per-  from  contusion.  Thirdly,  we  are  not  in  ao 
son  who  knows  but  little  of  obstetric  prin-  much  danger  of  iiguring  the  mother,  be- 
ciples,  is,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  placing  a  cause,  witb  the  forceps,  we  have  a  fixed 
dangerous  instrument  in  rash  hands,  fram-  fulcrum,  and  consequently  there  Is  no  ne- 
ing  an  excuse  for  ignorance,  and  opening  cessity  for  us  to  form  one  for  ourselves, 
a  wide  door  for  violence  and  injuiy.  I  To  tnis  observation,  again,  it  may  be  an- 
cannot  but  think  that  man  highly  cul-  swered  that  the  instrument  should  be  used 
pable  who  would  attempt  to  introduce  the  as  an  extractor,  and  not  as  a  lever ;  and 
vectis  without  knowing  minutely  the  that  therefore  our  argument  is  unfair,  as 
bearings  of  the  case  under  his  care,  or  being  deduced  from  an  abuse  of  means, 
who  was  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  In  reply,  I  would  observe,  that  there  ia 
the  principles  of  obstetric  science  to  such  a  liability  to  make  the  instrument  a 
enable  him  properly  to  adapt  the  for-  lever,  and,  in  the  anxiety  of  accomplish* 
oeps.  Such  a  man  would  compromise  ing  our  object,  so  strong  will  the  inclina- 
bis  patient's  safety,  to  say  nothing  of  his  tion  be  found  to  use  it  in  the  manner  most 
own  character.  The  third  argument  I  easy  to  the  operator,  that  it  will  be  almost 
have  already  answered  by  the  trials  of  impossible  to  resist  it  The  instrument 
which  you  have  been  witnesses.  The  is  so  much  more  easily  used  as  a  lever  than 
fourth,  and  last,  is  the  only  argument  as  an  extractor,  and  the  fulcrum  is  so 
which  with  me  carries  any  weight  in  sup-  much  more  naturally  made  by  the  bony 
port  of  the  vectis— viz.  that  it  can  be  used  pelvis  than  our  own  nand,  that  there  is  a 
in  cases  where  the  short  forceps  is  inad-  very  great  chance,  however  determined 
missible,  owing  to  the  principal  bulk  of  we  may  be  to  the  contrary,  that  we  should 
the  head  remaining  above  the  pelvic  brim :  transgress  the  rule,  and  endeavour  toictwp 
it  is  a  longer  instrument,  and  in  its  appli.  the  head  out  It  will,  of  course,  be  under- 
cation  passes  higher  within  the  woman's  stood  that  these  remarks  apply  to  youojf 
person  than  the  short  forceps,  being  re-  operators;  I  am  not  speaking  of  experi- 
ceived  somewhat,  indeed,  into  the  cavity  enced  practitioners, 
of  the  uterus  itself ;  but  to  overcome  ihe  These  three  principal  advantages,  then, 
difficulty  of  such  a  case,  we  are  in  pos-  of  the  forceps— the  head  being  able  to  b« 
session  of  a  much  more  efficient,  ana,  in  turned  in  any  direction,  and  into  any  situ- 
my  opinion,  even  more  safe  instrument,  in  ation — their  producing  compression  and 
the  long  forceps :  so  that  either  with  the  diminution  of  bulk,  without  bruising  the 
long  or  the  short  forceps  we  may  surmount  soft  parts,  and  the  comparative  safety  with 
most  of  the  impediments  to  which  the  which  they  may  be  employed— induce  me 
vectis  is  applicable.  to  use  them,  and  strongly  recommend 
Positice  adoantage  of  the  forctjn^^lAeAdei  them,  in  preference  to  the  vectis.  There 
these  negative  advantages,  the  forceps  ap-  are  only  two  cases  in  which  I  think  th« 
pears  to  me  positively  superior  to  the  vectis  latter  instrument  preferable ;  under  pre- 
in  many  respects.  FirUt  when  we  have  sentations  of  the  face  or  side  of  the  head- 
applied  the  blades  fully  over  the  ears,  we  the  ear,  for  example.  In  the  kind  of  case 
can  generally  turn  the  head  into  that  di-  illustrated  bv  this  plate  of  Smellie,  I  con- 
rection  most  convenient  for  its  exit  I  sider  the  n>rceps  an  unfit  instrument 
have  already  told  yon  that  if  the  face  be  Highly  as  I  esteem  Smellie  as  a  scientific 
coming  forward,  towards  one  or  other  man— much  as  I  value  him  as  a  practical  ob- 
groin,  we  may,  perhaps,  find  it  necessary  stetrician — I  much  object  to  the  employment 
to  turn  it  into  the  hollow  of  the  sacrum  of  the  foreeps  under  this  situation  of  the 
before  we  can  accomplish  extraction,  and  head;  because,  if  extraction  only  be  used, 
that  this  turn  can  be  effected  with  no  very  without  any  attempt  being  made  to  bring 
great  difficulty;  but  we  cannot  do  this  the  vertex  into  the  hollow  of  the  sacrum, 
with  the  vectis— we  can  only  extract  the  the  child's  chest  would  be  thrown  against 
head  in  that  situation  under  which  it  is  the  symphysis  pubis,  and  delivery  could 
attempting  the  passage.  S^coHdly,  we  can  not  take  place ;  but  if  the  vectis  can  b« 
compress  the  head  with  the  forcq^sj  and  passed  along  the  concavity  of  the  sacruin, 
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intend  to  twerl  that  hanuleu  means  are 
never  to  be  bad  recourae  to  until  tbe 
pnwen  of  life  are  low  upon  tbe  ebb,  and 
exhaustion  is  appmacbing  with  lanid 
■tiide9;'bnl  to  inculcate  the  doctrine,  that 
nature  ia  rot  to  be  interfered  with  nierelj 


the  more  spccioui  pies  of  lessening  (he 
woman's  suOerings.  [  hare  good  reason, 
howerer,  to  believe  that  these  motives  in. 
flnence  some  practitioners  of  the  present 
dayi  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  empi-. 
rical  professors  of  the  la^t  centurj,  espi- 
ehUij  in  Holland  and  the  Netherlands, 
made  use  of  tbeir  golden  secret  on  many 
occasions  unnecessarily :  else  how  can 
we  reconcile  to  fact  the  boost  of  Warroc. 
qier,  that  during  twenty-one  years  he  bad 
delivered  1300  women  by  the  aid  of  bii 
iDSlrument  alone. 

Of  thejUlfi  or  lacpit  I  have  but  a  few 
wnrds  to  say— an  inatrunient  now  xery 
properly  discarded  from   practice.      Tbe 

in  the  writings  of  Rhazes,  of  tbe  Persian 

Tl.«  («(tp«  spplifd  DDd«  ■  ftce  vr»«Utl™  i  '"k,  about   the  end   of   the   ninth   cen- 

ikc  ht*d  itiBg  niilr  <ii  ihepviTii  ladibtriilD  tury,  and  became  fcnown  under  the  name 

uvuds  Lbc  pabc*.    The  vtctl«,  appllnl  orer  Wraj.     It  Consists  of  a  strip  of  strong 

"Me^iJlnTwd'oc^'b"™  m«t«»th«'i2!  «'""'•  ''"'>  •"■  ■«HJ'".  formed  into  a  noose, 

ton't^'uimunt,  ind  K  itptiunttd  bj  (Utltfd  and  was  lometiroes  sevm  up   like  an  eel- 

Unci.  skin,  open  at  both  ends,  to  admit  tbe  ia- 
trodnction  of  a  piece  of  whalebone,  cane, 

and  hitched  over  tbe  occiput  of  the  child,  or  wire,  throughout  its  entire  length,  bj 

we  draw  the  head   down,  make  it  turn  which  its  application  might  be  facilitated, 

npon  the  neck  as  upon  a  hinge,  the  occi-  It  was  intended  to  be  introduced  orer  the 

put  sweeps  the  hollow  of  the  sacrum,  and  head  in  nhatever  way  was  moat  easily  ac- 

tlle   face  IB  turned  up  under  the  arch  of  comp1ishcd;andwbenthcpurcbaseKasob- 

Ibe  pubei-    So  long  as  the  forceps  are  con-  tained,  the  cane  was  to  be  wilhdawn  ;  the 

tinned  in  this  situation,  such  a  change  in  two  ends  tied  together,  and  eilisction  was 

the    poiitlun  of  tbe  head  cannot  be  pro.  to  be  cBected  b;  main  force.     We  cannot 

duced   through   their  agency;  for  if   nc  suppose  that  the  fillet  could  retain  its  bold 

tarn  the  handles  up  towards  tbe  pubes,  for  unless  it  was  octaalty  passed  round  tbe 

the  purpose  of  bringing  down  the  vertex,  neck  ;  and  if  Sied  there,  it  is  very  evident 

the  instrument  would  make  no  impressioo  that  the  tractLon  would  have  a  tendency 

on    tbe    head,     but    the    blades  would  to  double  the  neck  upon  itself,  to  turn  the 

slide  along  the  cheeks,  describing  a  semi-  head  to  one  side,  and  to  form  a  most  diffi- 

circular  movement,  and  tbe  head  would  cult  and  complicated caseoutof  one  which 

rcmaiD  just  as  before.     It  is  only  bv  the  migbt,  perhaps,  have  been  terminated  bj 

pcDdnlum-lihe   motion    Irfim    handle    to  the  eflorta  of  nature  alone ;  'because  the 

blBdle  that  tbe  head  can  be  moved  in  any  power  obtained  could  only  be  employed  in 

degree  by  the  forceps,  one  direcdon,  and  that  in  a  straight  line 

It  is  ollen  urged  in  favaiar  of  the  veotis,  downwards-      I   have    never    personally 

that  its  aid  can   sometimes  be  naefnilj  known  this  inientinD  applied  to  facilitate 

token   advantage    of  in   cases  where  we  a  littering  Labour;   and  I  believe  tbe  last 

dionld  not  think  it  ateaioTy  to  apply  a  time    it    was    used    in    London    is    re. 

tnore  complicated  instrument,  inch  as  tbe  eorded  by  mv  fViend,  Dr.  Merriman,  jo  a 

forceps, — for  the  pnrpose,therefore,  ofsar-  case  where  his  nncle  was  an  nnivilling 

ins  the    patient  much  painful  ezertioB,  spectator  of  the  highest  degree  of  mischief 

■nd  tbe  attendant  many  hours  of  weary  inflicted  by  this  instrument,  in  tbe  hands 

watching  (  although,  indeed,  it  might  not  of  a  French  physician.      The  force  em- 

be  employed  clandestinely.     It^s  scarcely  ployed  on  that  occasion  was  so  great,  that 

necewar^  for  me  again  to  insist  on  the  the  head  was  severed  from  the  hody.and 

hnprapnety  of  Dsins  mechanical  assistance  the  poor  woman,  as  might  be  cxpecledf 

anlcM  dcivea  to  it  by  necessity.     I  do  not  died  on    tbe   second  day  after  delivery. 


312  MR.  ROBERTON  S  REMARKS  ON  RELAXATION  AND 

Smellie  gives  a  plate  of  what  he  considers  neum,    which    hiud    the    uterus    and 

the  best  specimen  of  the  fillet,  communi-  bladder  to  the  pelvia,  the  rectum,  the 

cated  to  him  by  his  friend  Dr.  Mead  ;  and  abdominal  parietes,  and  to  each  other ; 

stales,  that  it  may  be  employed,  provided  ^yhile  other  writera  join  with  these  causes 

the  forcens  are  not  at  hand.     In  this  re-  relaxation  of  the  vagina,  and  of  the  pel- 

commendation  Smellie  must  have  merely  ^j^  fascia  especiallyT 

followed  the  fashion  of  the  day  j  for  his  Before  inouirinff  what  are  the  ore- 

consummate  know ledire  of  the  mechanism  ..                  .^         ^ ,           n   «         ^  ' 

of  parturition  taught  Sim  that  sach  a  con.  dupoitng     it  mMy  he    well  U>    notice 

trivance  could  not  be  introduced  if  the  **»«  tmmediate  causes.     The  following 

head  was  impacted  in  the  pelvis  ;    and  "    a   summary    of  the    statements  of 

he  must  have  been  aware,  that  if  adjusted  twenty-five  women,  suffenng  under  dif* 

in  the  most  fortunate  manner,  it  could  not  ferent  de^es  of  descent  of  one  or  more 

favour  the  necessary  turns,  but  was  merely  of  the  viscera  referred  to,  as  to  what 

calculated  to  act  on   the  application  of  they  considered   to  be  the  immediate 

brute  force.  causes  of  the  complaint,  (or  the  circum- 

^^^  stances  in  which  it  appeared  for  the  first 

time),  in  their  own  persons.    The  state- 

REMARKS  ments  are  chiefly  taken  horn  a  note- 
hook,  and  include  those  of  both  private 
and  hospital  patients.    Although  some 

RELAXATION  AND  DESCENT  OF  of  the  accounU  are  sufficiently  explicit, 

THE  UTERUS  AND  BLADDER  others  are  less  lo  than  I  could  wish. 

'        .     „           ,  o.  .  No.  1.    A.   D.    First   confinement: 

In  the  Puerperal  State.  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  prolapse,  after  going  to  her 

By  John  RoBERTOif,  Esq.  work  in  a  factory,  at  the  end  of  the  sc- 

Surgeon  to  the  Maocheater  Lylog-ln  HospiUl.  <^nd  week. 

___^  2.   6.  A.  Seventh  ditto,  after  risiug 

from  her  bed  on  the  third  day. 

A  DEGREE  of  descent  in  certain  of  the  3.   G.  F.  First  ditto,  at  the  end  of 

pelvic  viscera,  from  their  natural  situa-  the    third   week,  after  a   very  severe 

tioD,  constituting  disease,  takes  place  labour. 

more  readily  in  the  first  few  months,  4.    M.  D.    First    ditto,    spon    after 

or,  I  may  rather  say,  in  the  first  few  labour. 

weeks,  succeeding  parturition  than  under  5.  A.  C.  Fourth  ditto,  after  leaving 

other  circumstances.     In  this  most  po-  her  bed  on  the  fourth  day. 

pulous    and     industrious     community  6.  S.  D.  Seventh  ditto,  on  leaving 

(Manchester),  lying-in  women   of  the  her  bed. 

poorer  classes  are  soon  up,  and  doing  7.  M.  D.  First  ditto,  was  doing  for 

for  their  families ;  many  on  the  third  her  family  on  the  third  day. 

day    after   labour,    and    the    majority  8.   A.  R.  First  ditto,  after  running 

within  the  week.     In  conseauence  of  hurriedly  at  the  end  of  the  month, 

this  practice,  numbers  are  ooliged  to  9.  M.  D.  Second  ditto,  after  working 

apply  at  the  hospital  on   account    of  vigorously  at  a  pump, 

what    they    denominate    "  a    bearing  10.     G.  S.   First  ditto,  soon    after 

down,"  a  term  used  to  express  in  gene-  labour. 

ral  those  sensations  which  arise  ft^m  the  11.   Mrs.  C.    First  ditto,    appeared 

uterus,  bladder,  or  the  vagina,  becoming-  when  she  began  to  walk  about,  at  the 

relaxed,  and  falling  lower  than  is  natural,  end  of  a  fortnight;  labour  tedious  and 

In  the  upper  classes  similar  effects  are  severe ;  child,  a  male,  and  veiy  large.    . 

apt  to  follow  child-bearing  in  such  as  13.  B.  S.  First  ditto,  when  weaning, 

are  too  wilful  to  remain  sufficiently  long  after  having  suckled  her  infant  sixteen 

in  a  recumbent  posture ;  and  occasion-  months. 

ally  in  those  also,  even  where  there  has  13.  M.  F.  Fourth  ditto,  in  tlie  fifth 

been  no  Imprudence,  whose  labours  are  week  after  labour, 

unusually  severe  and  prolonged.  .  14.  £.  M.  Second  ditto,  at  the  end  of 

Writers  are  not  well  a greea  regarding  the  fifth  week ;  had  exerted  herself  from 

the  nredisposine'  causes  of  this  accident  the  end  of  the  fortnight, 

in  tne  puerperal  state;  some  attributing  15.  F.  M.  First  ditto,  was  doing  for 

it  to  the  unusual  weight  of  the  utertu  the  household  on  the  fourth  day. 

at  this  period,  and  the  relaxed  state  of  16.   A.  B.  Second  ditto,  soon  after 

those  folds  aud  rcficctions  of  the  perito-  labour. 
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17.  E.  0.  Fint  ditio,  first  felt  the  reUining  them  in  their  situations  rcla- 
complaint  after  attempting  to  lift  a  tive  to  each  other  and  to  the  pelvis. 
bea%-3r  weight  during  pregnancy.  The  inclination  of  the  pelvis,  too,  in  the 

18.  F.  H.  Fini  ditto,  appeared  ^ve  erect  oosition  of  the  hody,  assists  in 
weeks  after  labour,  in  consequence  of  some  aegree  in  aflbrding  support  But 
taking  a  long  walk.  probably  the    most  important  star  of 

19.  A.  M.  Second  ditto ;  appeared  these  viscera  during  the  puerperal  pe. 
five  months  after  labour;  suckled  till  riod,  when  greater  support  is  wanted, 
the  thirteenth  month,  when  prolapse  consists  in  the  contractile  texture  of  the 
was  greatly  Mpfnytiied.  vagina  itself;  and,  more  particularly, 

20.  C.  L.  Ftnt  ditto;  soon  after  la-  in  the  peculiarly  firm  attachment  the 
bour :  contrary  to  the  injunctions  of  her  vagina  torms,  at  every  part  of  its  circum- 
surgeon,  was  sitting  up  on  the  third  ference,  where  it  penetrates  the  strong, 
day.  dense  curtain,  which  closes  the  outlet  of 

21.  B.  W.  Firtt  ditto;  on  the  12th  the  pelvis.  A  powerful '  muscle,-- the 
day,  after  tedious  labour  requiring  the  hvator  ant,  and  strong  fasciae,  compose 
forceps.  the  curtain  ;   and  it  is  through  a  slit  in 

22^   F.  R.  Second  ditto ;  soon  after  this  texture  that  the  oi  externum  v^inte^ 

labour :    was  going  about  within  the  itself  surrounded  by  a  broad  sphmcter 

week,  muscle  and  dense   plexus    of  vessels, 

23.  T.  W.  Firti  ditto ;  on  the  fifth  opens  under  the  arch  of  the  pubis.  In 
day  after  labour.  dissecting  the  parts  within  the  pelvis 

24.  L.  6.  First  ditto ;  at  the  end  of  we  find  it  easy  to  separate  from  its 
the  first  week,  after  a  tedious  labour  re-  surrounding  attachments  all  that  por- 
quiring  the  fi>rceps.  tion  of  the  vagina  which  is  strictly  in- 

25.  A.  B.  i9tfc<md  ditto  (a  miscarriage.)  trapelvic  ;  but  on  arriving  where  the 
Three  months  after  this  event  became  vagina  passes  under  the  arch  of  the 
aware  of  a  prolapse.  pubis,  in  other  words,  where  it  unites 

It  is  weU  worthy  of  remark,  that  of  with  the  urethra  above  and  with  the 
these  twenty -five  cases,  in  thirteen  the  rectum  below,  the  streng^  of  the  con- 
complaint  was  thought  to  orijBfinate  nexion  is  found  to  be  very  remarkable, 
after  a  firyt  labour :  in  another,  it  was  With  the  view  of  illustrating  this 
attributed  by  the  patient  to  lifting  a  point,  I  performed,  in  company  with 
heavy  weight  some  time  in  the  first  my  friend  Mr.  Boutflower,  toe  foUow- 
pregnancy ;  and  in  a  second,  to  long-  ing  experiment.  We  haa  for  our  sub- 
continuea  suckling  of  her  first  child,  ject  the  recent  body  of  a  siout  and 
The  great  distention  the  vagina  en-  vigorous  woman  who  died  after  an  ill- 
dures  m  giving  passage  to  the  head  of  ness  of  a  couple  of  days.  First,  I  cut  the 
the  foetus,  for  the  first  time,  is  produc-  broad  ligaments,  continuing  the  incision 
tive  of  more  temporary  injury  to  that  in  such  a  manner  as  to  separate  the  ute- 
canal  and  the  neighSounng  textures  rus  and  bladder  from  their  surrounding 
than  happens  in  a  subsequent  delivenr ;  attachments  to  the  pelvis.  I  then  at- 
hence  a  condition  of  parts  favouring  the  temnted  to  make  Uie  o$  uteri  protrude 
descent  of  the  uterus  and  bladder,  parti-  at  tue  o$  externum  vagina,  by  pressing 
cularly  should  the  patient  be  so  impru-  forcibly  on  the  fundus  of  Uie  uterus,  in 
dent  as  to  leave  her  bed,  and  stand  or  a  direction  corresponding  to  the  axis  of 
walk  about  too  early.  the  outlet :  but  I  failed  in  my  attempt ; 

The  natural  contrivances  by  which  I  could  not  push  it  so  low.   On  examin- 

the  uterus  and  bladder  are  held  in  situ^  ing  into  the  cause  of  this  resistance,  we 

in    health,     are    many    and    complex,  found  it  to  he  situated  where  the  vagina 

Upon  these  viscera  and  the  rectum  the  passes  out  of  the  pelvis,  as  I  have  before 

peritoneum  is  soread,  and  firmly  ad-  described. 

beres  to  them.    Passing  firom  one  viscus  The  vagina,  the  curtain  of  the  outlet, 

to  another,  it  is  thence  reflected  on  all  and  the  neighbouring  textures,  undergo 

sides,  and  attaches  itself  to  the  pelvis,  considerable  changes  in  the  puerperal 

with  which  it  is  closely  connected  as  state :  particularly,  as  has  been  already 

well    as    to    the    abdominal    parietes*  remarked,  in  the  first  confinement.  The 

Thus,  in  the  unimpregnated  and  ordi-  peritoneum  covering  the  uterus  itself,  as 

nary  conditions  of  the  parts,  the  peri-  also  those  reflections  of  it  to  the  sur- 

toiieum  suspends  Uie  uterus  and  blaader,  rounding  parts,  after  the  great  extension 
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produced  b^  pregnancy,  is  in  the  pro-  became  aware  tbat  she  had  a  bearing 
l^ress  of  shrinking;  ana  being  less  dense  down,  which  she  further  described  as  a 
and  firm  than  at  other  times,  is  conse-  sense  of  weight,  conjoined  with  a  feel- 
quently  little  calculated  to  sustain  the  ing  as  if  something  was  about  to  pro- 
weight  of  the  viscera.  In  dissecting  the  trude  from  the  vagina.  On  causing  her 
bodies  of  those  who  have  died  within  a  to  kneel  against  a  sofa,  I  find  the  os 
few  dajs  after  delivery,  I  have  noticed  uteri  is  little  lower  than  natural,  but 
that  the  peritoneum  on  the  ttferiM,  where  the  vagina  is  fiabby,  and  in  a  degree 
it  is  about  to  be  reflected  to  the  bladder,  is  prolapsed.  Just  within  the  as  externum^ 
loose  and  somewhat  corrugated.  The  under  the  arch  of  the  pubis,  the  finger 
vagina,  on  which  the  bladder,  thus  ill  encounters  a  somewhat  broad  smooth 
sustained  bj  the  peritoneum,  rests  its  tumor,  easily  pressed  up.  This  fulness 
fundut,  is  relaxed  and  flabby ;  and  the  seems  to  be  owing  to  tbe  fundus  of  the 
same  may  be  affirmed  of  tne  muscles  bladder  falling  lower  than  natural,  and 
and  fascia  which  surround,  and,  under  carrying  before  it  the  upper  wall  of  the 
other  circumstances,  brace  the  vagina,  relaxed  vagina.  The  result  of  the  case 
Besides  this,  which  is  partly  the  reiaxa-  is  not  noted. 

tion  naturally  incident  to  parturition,  2,   Martha   Sullivan,    aged    26,  six 

and  partly,  also,  in  many  cases,  the  re-  months  zgo  was  confined  of  her  first 

suit  of  long-continued  distention  of  the  child.     Admits  that  she  was  up  and 

passage  by  the  foetal  head,  there  is  oc-  dressed  on  the  third  day;  and  thatafter- 

casionally  inflammation  of  the  mucous  wards  she  daily  rose  and  moved  about 

membrane  of  the  vagina,  and  leucor-  as  if  she  had  been  in  health.     Says  that 

rhceal     discharge,     giving     additional  in  about  a  fortnight  after  labour  she 

feebleness  to  that  canal.    These  circum-  was  aware  of  something  being  amiss, 

stances,  when  viewed  in  connexion,  (the  having  the  feeling  as  if*'  her  IxMly  came 

somewhat  greater  weight  of  the  uterus  down." 

also  being  taken  into  account)  prove  On  examining  per  vaainam^  I  dis- 

how  easily  the  bladder  and  uterus  may  covered  slight  descent  of  the  uterus,  (the 

sufl*er  descent,  should  the  patient  leave  examination,  I  may  remark,  was  made 

the  recumbent  posture  too  early :   and  in  the  morning,  and  prolapsus  in  all  its 

they  further  lead  us  to  infer,  that  the  degrees  is  worse  in  the  latter  part  of  the 

moderately-distended  bladder,  from  want  day),  also  great  flabbiness  of  tne  vagina, 

of  due    support,  may,  simply  by  its  and  descent  of  the  bladder ;  that  is  to 

weight,  drag  down  the  uierus  with  it :  say,  a  soft  tumor  occupies  the  upper  part 

and  so  become  the  chief  cause  of  descent  of  the  vagina,  just  within  the  os  exter- 

of  that  organ;  an  inference, the  truth  of  tmm,  and  is  easily  pressed  up.     Says 

which  is  frequently  confirmed  by  expe-  that  the  sense  of  nilness  in  tbe  part  is 

rience.  greater  when  the  urine  is  long  retained. 

The  three  following  cases  Wfford  ex-  The  above  entry  is  dated  the  1st  of  Feb- 

amples  of  slight  procidentia^  succeeding  ruary.     On  the  25th  of  April,  after  hav- 

parturition,  in  first  births,  where  proper  ing  in  the  interval  daily  used  the  nitrate 

remedies  could  scarcely  at  all  be  applied,  of  silver  lotion,  (a  scruple  of  the  salt  to 

owing  to  the  poverty  of  the  patients,  eight  ounces  of  water),  and  attended  to 

The  notes  I  possess  of  the  cases,  too,  are  the  general  health,  this  patient  declares 

but  scanty.    That,  however,  is  of  the  herself  better. 

less  consequence,  as  I  am  not  writing  3.   Ann  Mercer,  aged  21,  health  y- 

a  regular  treatise  on  prolapse  of  the  looking,  a  month   and  three  days  ae- 

uterus  and  bladder,  but  purpose  merely  livered  of  her  first  child.    Applies  on 

to  point  out  tbe  great  tendency  there  is  account  of  a  bearing  down.     Suflered 

in  the  puerperal  state,  and  particularly  a  great  deal  during  her  pre^ancy  from 

after    a  first  child,  to  descent  of  tbe  itcning  and  inflammation  of  the  vulva, 

pelvic  viscera;  and  also  to  specify  the  for  which  she  bad  medicine  from  the 

simplest  means  of  cure.  hospital.      Examination  per  vaginam. 

1.  £llen  Fogg,  aged  20,  a  month  de-  Find  the  ot  uteri  lower,  in  a  slight  de- 
livered of  her  first  child,  which,  in  con-  gree,  than  it  ought  But  the  cause  of  tbe 
sequence  of  severe  and  tedious  labour,  sensation  of  bearing  down  is  owing  to 
was  still-bom.  Ever  since  her  confine-  descent  of  the  bladoer,  for  I  find  a  soft 
ment  she  has  been  feeble,  although  smooth  tumor  or  fulness  situated  at  the 
naturally  healthy.    Five  day«  ago,  first  upper  part  of,  and  just  within  the  os 
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ejrltfmitm,  under  tbe  arch  of  tfte  pubis,  and  to  use  a  little  more  liberty.  On 
Says  she  is  oblig^  to  work,  and  cannot  making  inquiry  many  months  after- 
take  rest.  Ordered  a  DufBn's  pessary,  wards,  I  found  there  had  been  no  re- 
with  tbe  view  that  it  may  be  taxen  out  turn  of  tbe  complaint  whatever, 
nightly,  and  the  parte  washed  night  and  5.  Mrs.  W.,  aged  20,  was  delivered 
morning ;  and  the  nitrate  of  silver  lotion  by  means  of  tbe  forceps,  after  the  head 
to  be  injected.  Tbis  entry  is  February  of  tbe  fcetus  bad  remained  18  boors  in 
11.  March  10  :  Cannot  bear  the  pr&-  the  pelvis.  It  was  her  first  labour,  and 
sence  of  the  pessary  in  the  vagina,  not  otberwise  unpropitious  than  that  it 
Tumor  larger.  Ordered  to  go  mto  tbe  was  severe  and  tedious.  The  child  was 
country.  feeble  at  first,  but  lived.    Considerable 

May  7th. — Has  just  returned  from  irritation  of  the  bladder  followed,  re- 

the  country,  greatly  improved  in  her  quiring  tbe  employment  of  the  catheter. 

I^eneral  health,  and  in  respect  to  the  There  was  also  soreness  of  tbe  vulva 

feeling  of  bearing  down.  and  vaginal  passage,  and,  for  the  first 

.    In  tbe  fore^mg  examples  tbe  pa-  week,  slight  fevensbness.     On  the  12th 

tients  were  destitute,  in  a  great  measure,  day  after  labour,  when  sitting  up  by  the 

of  tbe  comforts  of  life,  and  more  parti-  bed,  was  aware  for  the  first  time  of  a 

cularly  of  that  ease  and  exemption  from  feeling  of  bearing-down,    which    ren- 

toil  which  admits  of  the  uninterrupted  dered  it  uncomfortable  to  remain  up- 

emplo^ent  of  suitable  remedies.    The  rigbt.    On  examining  per  vaffinam,  I 

following  cases,  being  more  favourably  found  the  passage  tender,  flabby,  and 

circumstanced,  were  cured.  the  uterus  so  low  as  almost  to  rest  on 

4.  Mrs.  L.,  aged  about  28,  robust  and  tbe  perineum.  I  now  inculcated  the 
vigorous.  Confined  of  her  second  child,  necessity  of  perfect  rest  in  the  recum- 
Tbe  nurse  informed  me  that  tbis  lady,  bent  posture,  lightly  covered,  on  a  mat- 
ever  since  her  first  confinement  (about  tress  m  bed  ;  and  occasional  ablution  of 
two  years  ago^  has  been  severely  af-  tbe  parte  with  tepid  water.  Tbe  bowels 
flicted  with  a  oearing-down ;  which  at  were  attended  to.  Tbe  labour  happened 
times,  even  when  she  has  been  other-  on  the  25th  of  July.  By  tbe  14th  of 
wise  in  good  healtb,  has  disabled  her  August  she  had  removed  to  a  sofa.  At 
from  walking.  It  appears,  tbat  after  tbis  period  she  was  suddenly  seized  with 
her  former  confinement,  being  inexpe-  fever  and  ulcerated  sore  throat,  which 
rienced  and  headstrong,  she  had,  con-  obliged  her  to  keep  her  bed  nearly  a 
trary  to  the  advice  of  her  surgeon,  left  fortnight  On  recovering  from  this 
her  bed  on  the  tbird  day  after  labour,  seizure  and  venturing  out  of  bed,  she 
and  in  all  respecte  hadf  treated  herself  found  the  sensation  of  bearing-down 
after  the  manner  of  an  Indian  squaw.  entirely  gone.    By  the  12th  of  Septem- 

As  I  found  firom  her  own  account  tbat  her,  although  still  weakly,  she  was  free 
she  bad  sufiered  much  inconvenience,  from  all  unpleasant  symptoms,  and  soon, 
discomfort,  and  distress,  until  ad  vane-  in  every  respect,  perrectiy  recovered, 
ing  pregrnancy  removed  the  complaint,  6.  Mrs.  H.,  aged  about  30,  was  de- 
she  toe  more  readily  listened  to  my  ad-  livered,  in  her  first  confinement,  by 
vice  on  the  present  occasion,  which  con-  means  of  tbe  forceps,  after  tbe  labour 
sbted  solely  in  recommending  rest  in  a  had  continued  20  hours,  and  the  head  of 
reeumbent  posture,  as  long  as  the  sense  the  foetus,  notwithstanding  severe  ute- 
of  bearinp'down  should  continue ;  re-  rine  efforte,  bad  remained  at  the  outlet 
minding  her  at  the  same  time,  that  now  for  eight  hours.  It  was  at  the  end  of  a 
was  the  opportunity  for  attempting  a  week,  when  the  patient  began  to  leave 
perfect  cure,  and  that  if  she  were  again  her  bed,  tbat  she  first  experienced  a 
to  leave  her  room,  the  complaint  still  ex-  feeling  of  bearing-down  in  Uie  situation 
istiug,  it  was  improbable  she  would  of  the  uterus.  This  was  both  urgent 
ever  get  rid  of  it.  For  tbe  first  fortnight,  and  distressing,  unless  she  remain^  in 
my  patient  remained  in  bed,  lightly  the  recumbent  position.  I  was  now  in- 
covered.  At  tbe  end  of  that  time  a  formed  by  tbe  nurse,  tbat  the  patient  bad 
sofa,  morning  after  moniiug,  was  difficulty  in  voiding  her  water,  and  that 
brought  parallel  with  the  bed,  to  which  she  could  only  expel  it  by  lon^-conti. 
she  was  removed  for  tbe  day.  At  the  nued  straining.  I  was  therefore  induced 
end  of  five  weeks  of  strict  aaberence  to  to  examine  per  vaginam^  when  T  found 
the.  recumbent  plan,  she  began  to  sit,  .the  cervix  nfert  resting  nearly  at  the  os 
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externum  vagina,  and  here,  by  its  pres-  in   its    descent  to    the   rigffat    of  the 

sure  on  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  im-  median    line   of  the  anterior  wall  of 

pedinf^  the  function  of  that  viscus.     I  the    vagina,  and    coursed    behind   the 

directed  her  to  raise  the  womb  with  her  rig^ht  wall,  till  it  reached  the  edge  of 

finger,  when  she  had  to  void  her  urine,  the  labium  of  that  side.    It  is  remarka- 

In  this  she  partially  succeeded ;  but  on  ble  that  there  were  no  very  urgent  symp^ 

several  occasions  I  was  obliged  not  only  toms,  saving  a  rather  frequent  call  to 

to  perform  this  office  for  her,  but  also  make  water,  with  some  degree  of  pain 

to  employ  the  catheter.    The  vagina  and  sense  of  dragging  in  toe  back.     In' 

was  very  tender  and  flabby.    Soon  af-  other  respects  the  health  was  fair,  and 

terwards  (about  the  end  of  the  fort-  the  patient  occasionally  walked  several 

night),  tbe  patient  was  seized  with  an  miles  without  much  inconvenience, 

obscure  and  most  severe  affection  of  the  AfUr  the    reduction    of  tbe  tumor, 

head  ^neuralgia,  I  believe),  which  con-  which  was  easily  effected,  I  introduced 

fined  ner  to  oed,  with  little  exception,  on  different  occasions  various  sizes  of 

for  six  weeks.  ^  Long  before  tbe  ex^ira*  the  common  globular  pessary,  and  al- 

tion  of  that  neriod,  lul  sense  of  bearing-  wars  for  a  time  with  relief;  but  sooifer 

down,  as  well  as  of  difficulty  in  voiding  or  later  the  bladder  slipped  past  the  pes- 

the  urine,  bad  lefl  her.    Since  her  re-  aary,  and  this  was  sure  to  be  folfewed 

covery,  although  she  has  been  in  the  by  such  distress  as  required  tbe  imme- 

habit  of  walking  considerable  distances,  diate  removal  of  the  instrument.    I  now 

she  has  had  no  return  of  the  bearing,  employed  a  sponge  of  moderate  size, 

down.  which  was  worn  only  in  the  day.    This 

The  following. case  differs  from  those  kept  the  bladder  from  descending  into 

already  reported,  as  it  was  tbe  bladder  tbe  labium ;  but  when  the  sponge  was 

alone  which  descended.    It  constitutes  removed,  I  could  feel  that  tbe  bladder 

an  example  of  that  rare  form  of  dis-  was  not  in  nin.    It  had  made  for  itself  a 

placement  known  by  the  name  of  hernia  nest  pretty  high  up  in  the  right  side  of 

vesica,  the  vagina. 

7.  Mrs.  K.,  aged  23,  of  an  active  and  Since  the  date  of  tbe  fore^^oing  report 

healthful  appearance,  two  months  gone  Mrs.  K.  has  borne  two  children.    By 

in  her  second  pregnancy,  tells  me  (Octo*  the  employment  of  the  sponge  pessary, 

her  31st,   1831)  that  ibur  months  ag^  and  perhaps  also  by  tbe  aavance  of  preg- 

she  discovered,  in  the  right  labium,  a  nancy,  the  complaint  gradually  oisap- 

tumor  which  was  soA,  and  about  tbe  size  neared.    On  my  attendance  in  the  first 

of  a  small  egg.  ^  At  the  period  referred  labour,  subsequent  to  the  appearance  of 

to,  she  was  suckling  her  nrst  child,  then  the  tumor,  I  could  discover  nothing  un- 

ten  months  old.     Says  that  the  tumor^  usual  in  the  vaginia,  although  I  made  a 

which  has  sometimes  increased  in  size,  careful  examination.     And  now,  afler 

appears  in  a  morning  after  she  gets  out  an  additional  interval  of  two  years,  she 

or  bed,  and  soon  disappears  woep  she  believes  herself  to  be  entirely  free  from 

lies  down  at  night ;  also  that  its  size  is  the  complaint. 

much  lessened  immediately  after  she  has  The  last  case  which  I  shall  give,  is 

voided  her  urine.  one  of  simple  prolapeut  vesica. 

On  examining,  I  detected  a  soft  and  On  the  25th  November,  1833,  I  was 

slightly  elastic  tumor,  occupying^  the  at  a  late  hour  in  the  evening  requested 

middle  of  the  right  labium,  on  its  inner  by  a  professional  friend  to  consult  with 

or  mucous  surface.    Pressure  caused  it  him  in  a  case  of  tedious  labour,  which 

nearly  to  disappear,  and  at  the  same  had  now  continued  between  for^  and 

time  excited  in  tier  the  desire  to  empty  fifly  hours.     The  vagina,  I   was  in- 

the  bladder.    With  my  finger  I  could  formed,  was  blocked  up  by  a  sweUing 

readily  trace  the  line  of  descent  of  the  situated  on  the  pubal  half  of  that  caniU 

bladder  (for  the  tumor  was  evidently  —that  is  to  say,  immediately  behind  the 

produced  by  this  yiscus)  behind  the  wall  arch  of  the  pubis ;  and  further,  that,  in 

of  the  va^na.    This    was  not  an  in-  the  course  of  the  day,  the  urine  had  been 

stance  ofprolapse  of  the  bladder,  as  drawn  off  six  times,  followed  on  each 

commonly  described.  Here  was  no  mu-  occasion  by,  in  a  great  measure,  subsi- 

cous  dischar^,  or   flabbiness   of  the  denee  of  the  tumor.    On  making  a  ma* 

vagina,     or     perceptible     procidentia  nual  examination,  the  finger  came  im- 

uteri.    .The  bladder  evidently  passed  mediately  on  a  large  swelling,  situated 
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tnnsyerselr,  under  and  behind  tbe  arch  ^  I .  Descent  of  one  or  more  of  the  pel- 

o£  the  pubis;  fullest  on  the  left  side;  ?ic  viscera  is  not,  as  is  commonly  be. 

caused,  doubdeas,  bj  tbe  position  of  the  lieved,  a  disease  chiefly  of  middle  or 

patient,  who  lay  on  her  left  side.     Be-  advanced  life.    It  is  true,  complete  pro. 

yond  this  swelling  (which,  when  grasp-  lapse,  the  last   miserable  state  of  the 

ed  by  the  fin^^rs  and  thumb,  poured  a  disease,  is  generally  found  in  those  who 

atream  of  unne  from  the  meatus),  there  have  passed  their  tnirty-fifth  or  fortieth 

waa  to  be  felt,  first  a  deep  sulcus,  and  year;  but  the  first  stage  of  descent  ordi- 

then,  further  inward,  the  flabby  lip  of  narily  commences  early  in  the  child- 

the  nearly  dilated  os  uteri.    The  cathe-  hearing  period  of  life, 

terbeingintroduced,  a  gillofurine  was  2.   In  a  majority  (perhaps  I  might 

drawn,  when  the  swelling  almost  disap-  say  in  a  great  majority)  of  instances,  the 

peared.    Itwas  clear  that  the  tumor  was  complaint  follows  a  first  labour;   and 

caused  by  descent  of  the  bladder.  that  from  causes  which   have  already 

It  is  foreign  to  my  present  nurpose  to  been  stated, 
detail  the  nature,  progress,  ana  termina-  .  3.  When  first  labours  are  tedious, 
tion  of  the  labour.  Suflice  it  to  say,  we  more  especially  when  this  appears  to  be 
found  the  head  firmly  impacted  in  a  con-  owing,  in  any  measure,  to  the  great  size 
tracted  brim,  a  smaU  fold  of  the  funis  of  the  child,  it  behoves  us  to  Be  on  our 
(flabby  and  pulseless)  in  the  vagfina,*  and  guard  a^inst  the  occurrence  of  the  dis- 
that  the  delivery  was  with  some  diffi-  ease  during  tbe  puerperal  period — that 
eulty  eflected  by  means  of  the  perfora-  is,  during  thejirst  six  weeki, 
tor  and  craniotomy  forceps ;  but  not  till  4*  The  complaint  is  curable  if  detected 
mpture  of  that  part  of  toe  cervix  uteri,  on  its  first  occurrence,  as  also  when  the 
which  was  jammed  during  labour  be-  proper  plan  of  treatment  is  adopted  in 
tween  the  foetal  head  and  the  projecting  the  puerperal  period  immediately  fol- 
promoBtofy  of  the  sacrum,  had  taken  lowing  that  in  which  the  complaint  first 
place.  The  rent  was  from  two  to  three  appeared.  But  if  the  disease  is  ne* 
inches  in  length,  and  ran  clear  through  fleeted,  each  succeeding  labour  renders 
the  coats  of  tne  uterus.  Severe  consti-  it  less  remediable.  And  further,  when 
tutional  disturbance  followed,  and  the  it  has  once  manifested  itself  in  the  puer- 
patient  had  to  keep  her  bed  for  upwards  peral  state,  even  although  it  may  have 
of  a  month.  By  the  end  of  the  second  seemed  to  be  cured,  we  are  bound,  on 
month,  though  still  weakly,  she  was  be-  every  recurrence  of  that  state,  to  subject 
ginning  to  do  for  her  family.  At  this  the  patient  to  certain  precautionary  re- 
period  I  made  a  careful  examination  per  strictions. 

M^tnam,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  6.   Rest  in  the  recumbent  posture, 

the  situation  of  the  bladder.    I,  however,  which  must  be  perfect  and  uninterrupted, 

could  detect  nothing  unusual ;  the  va-  is  the  most  powerful,  indeed  the  chief 

S'na  was  not  flabby,  nor  was  diere  any  means  of  cure ;  of  course  every  other 

Iness  behind  the  arch  of  the  pubis,  to  measure  that  prudence  can  suggest  be- 

indicate  that  the  bladder  was  lower  than  ing  meanwhile  pursued  to  invigorate  the 

it  ought  to  be.    At  this  time  (Feb.  20)  general  health. 

the  patient  has  no  symptoms  referable  to  6.  Astringent  lotions  and  pessaries  of 
the  oladder.  She  is,  in  fact,  saving  a  every  description  are,  in  puerperal  *'  de- 
degree  of  debili^,  quite  well.  scent,"  either  injurious  or  wholly  inefli-' 
1  might  easily  multiply  cases  of  a  cient  The  only  lotion  that  ougnt  to  be 
similar  description^  and  1  might  also  de-  employed  is  tepid  water. 
tail  others  of  a  diflerent  kind,  illustra-  7.  Those  who  are  habitually  subject 
live  of  the  distressing  effects  which  ulti-  to  even  the  slightest  visitings  of  this 
mately  ensue  when  descent  of  the  ute-  complaint  ought  never  to  suckle  a  longer 
ras  or  bladder,  in  the  puerperal  state,  is  period  than  Ave  or  six  months ;  since 
neglected  or  mismanaged.  For  the  pre-  prolonged  lactation,  next  to  frequent 
sent,  however,  I  shall  content  myself  cbild-Msring,  tends  the  most  powerfully 
with  pving  a  series  of  brief  practical  to  produce  a  condition  of  the  vagina  fa* 
deductions,  all  of  them  not  perhaps  vouring  **  descent*." 
fairly  drawn  from  the  foregoing  cases, 

but  at  aU  events  drawn  from  sufficientiy  •  Edinburgh  MedtoU  and  Siuvici  Joiinui, 

ample  experience.  forAprU.                                o        v  -«, 
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EFFICACY  OF  EMETICS.  it  proceeds,  as  it  g-enerally  docs,  from 

^__^  some  indigestible  food  in  the  stomach. 

lu  spasmodic  asthma,  an  emetic  gene. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  rally  affords  immediate  relief.      I  have 

known  instances  where  opiates,  anti- 

^*^*  spasmodics,  smoking  stramonium,  &c., 

It  has  often  been  a  matter  of  suiprise  to  had  all  failed  to  give  relief,  but  where 

me,  that  emetics  should  be  so  little  es-  full  vomiting  never  failed  to  do  so. 

teemed,  and  so  seldom  resorted  to,  at  In  my  early  practice  I  have  oAen 

the  present  day;  and  this  seems  the  been  annoyed    by  the   obstinate  con- 

more  extraordinary,  when  we  come  to  tinuance  of  hrsteria,  in  spite  of  all  the 

consider  the  important  influence  they  foetid  drugs  I  could  pour  into  my  un- 

exercise  over  the  functions  of  the  hu-  fortunate  patient;    but  experience  has 

man  system.    Their  power  of  evacuate  long  since  taught  me  that  nill  vomiting 

ing  the  stomach  is  of  itself  no  small  ad-  is  an  unfailing  remedy :  I  believe  bys- 

▼antage;  but  when  with  this  is  com-  terics  are  invariably  produced  by  food 

bined    the    property  of    exciting    the  which    the    stomach    will    not  digest, 

action  of  the  whole  absorbent  system,  A  female  who  is  subject  to  hysterical 

increasing  or  restoring  the  diminished  attacks  eats  something  of  an  indigestible 

or  suspended  excretions,  and  thus  ad-  nature,  and  in  consequence  has  an  attack 

justing  the  balance  of  circulation,  it  of  hysteria,  or  else  some  strong  emotion 

must  be  allowed  they  are  a  remedy  ca-  of  the  mind  renders  her  stomach  no 

pable  of  most  extensive  application  in  longer  capable  of  acting  upon  its  con- 

the  cure  of  disease.    It  has  been  sup-  tents:  in  either  case  tne  effect  is  the 

posed  that  all  the  advantages  of  emetics  same,  and  the  remedy  is  to  empty  the 

are  obtained  by  nauseating  doses  of  anti-  stomach.     In  croup  and  bronchitis  they 

mony,  or  some  other  medicine;  but  I  scarcely  require  an  advocate;  their  eN 

can  oy  no  means  subscribe  to  that  opi-  feet  is  too  obvious,  in  emulging  the 

nion.    It  is  true  that  both  produce  a  bronchial  glands,  and  promoting  an  in- 

Smeral  relaxation  of  the  system,  but  creased  secretion  from  the  whole  mem- 

e  action  of  vomiting  restores  the  cir-  brane  lining  the  bronchial  tubes.    In 

culation  to  the  extreme  vessels,  which  cases  of  strumous  glands  in  the  neck, 

is  not  effected,  at  least  so  certainly,  by  &c.,    the  good  efiects  of  a  course  of 

mere  nausea.     This  distinction  is  for-  iodine  are  much  assisted,  and  the  cure 

cibly  illustrated    in    cases  of  dropsy,  accelerated,  by    the    exhibition  of  an 

where  powerful  diuretics  are  given,  and  emetic  once  or  twice  a  week ;  it  pror 

constant  nausea  is  kept  up,  but  without  motes  absorption,  and  has  a  most  beae- 

producing  any  sensible  effect  upon  the  ficial  effect  upon  the  skin,  which  in 

kidneys ;  but  no  sooner  has  an  emetic  these  cases  is  seldom  healthy, 

been  given,  so  as  to  produce  full  vomit-  From  a  very  early  period  eneticsseem 

ing,  Oian  it  often  occurs  that  the  kid*  to  have  been  employed  at  the  commence- 

neys  beg^  to  act  vigorously,  and  that  meut    of  fevers,   and    their  utility   is 

action  is  kept  up  by  the  same  diuretics  so    generally    acknowledged    that   it 

which  previously  were  of  no  effect.  And  would  be  superfluous  to  say  any  thing 

somewhat  similar  takes  place  in  cases  of  regarding  their  use ;  but   I  may  here 

obstinate  constipation:   the  purgatives  state,  that  in  th^  remittent  fever  of  chil- 

administered  may  occasion  nausea,  and  dren,  I  have  feund  them  of  great  utility 

perhaps  some  vomiting,  without  produc-  when  administered  an  hour  before  an 

mg  any  evacuation  from  the  bowels,  and  exacerbation  is  expected ;  the  secretion 

yet  after  the  full  operation  of  an  emetic,  of  the  kidnays,  the  salivary  glands,  and 

the  obstruction  is  not  unfrequeutly  over-  the  skin,  is    promoted,    rendering  the 

come,  and  copious  evacuations  are  pro-  thirst  less  intense,  and  often  inducing 

cured.  calm  sleep,  besides  improving  the  alvine 

In  disorders  of  the  stomach,  the  effect  secretions  and  removing  local  conges- 

ofemetics  is  very  striking  in  what  is  usu-  tion.    In  most  diseases    of   the   skin, 

ally  termed  sick  headache :  the  empty-  emetics  are  a  useful  auxiliary,  and  in 

ing  the  stomach  generally  enables  the  many  will  effect  a  cure,  in  conjunction 

patient  to  resume  his  occupations  in  an  with  the  warm-bath, 

oour  or  two  afterwards.     In  urticaria  I  might  go  on  much  longer  enume- 

the  cure  is  often  equally  speedy,  when  rating  complaints  in  which  emetics  are 
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eminently  useful,  but  I  have,  perhaps,  patient  was  healthy,  and  irasoiilvtiiMbled 

said  too  much  already  upon  a  subject  on  with  occasional  headaches  mtA  dvsmen- 

which  I  have  little  that  is  new  to  offer ;  owhoea.      In  the  hepmng  of   August, 

but  if  you  think  these  remarks  worthy  ^^^*  whUe  aittong  at  some  domes  c  em. 

a  placi  in   the  Gazette,    I  shall  feel  ^^""V^^  ^  ^^^,l^^J,t  l^J  Jit 

,  Jf     J ,     <fl    .    •      _^     '  denlT  OD  tiie  kitcben  floor,  and,  as  ber 

obliged  by  their  insertion.  »oiher  expresses,  it,  her  body  was  all  ttcuted 

I  remain,  sir,  umether  of  a  lump :  her  hands  were  clenched. 

Your  obedient  servant,  ^^  drawn  foicibly  upwards  against  her 

Edward  GRSBMBPir.  chest.    She  did  not  cry  or  sp^,  and  ap- 

North  Shields,  May  1884.  peared  not  to  have  any  sensation.    There 

was  apparent  difficulty,  bat  no  stertor, 

— in  the  breathing,  and  she  frothed  at  the 

mouth.     Patient  herself  says,  that  from 

CASfi3  OF  SPASM.  half-past  ten  o'clock,  a.m.  till  five  p.m. 

she  remained  quite  insensible. 

From  this  date,  the  left  hand  has  taken 

To  ike  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  a  fixed  and  distorted  character.    The  litUe 

finger  is  twisted  inwards,  so  as  to  rest 

81 R,  upon  the  upper  phalanx  of  the  index  fin^r, 

If  the  two  cases   accompanying  this  ^^^"^ ^"^ "f^^  "^^^^^S uTZ^ Ht 
4,    -...».  *^  w^..  ^f  ...au;^^*  :n*AMM.*  moveably  flexed  over  the  little  one.    Mo- 
note  seem  to  you  of  sufficient  interest  ^  j       i/wanting,  but  the  sensibility  re- 
to  deserve  it,  your  givinir.^em  a  place  .^^^    ^^^  .^  ^^  „.^^    ring,  andlittle 
m  your  yaluablc  journal  will  favour,  ^^^^^  j^  j^  ,norbidly  increased.  For  a  con- 
Youre,^^  siderable  time  after  this  fit,  the  right  hand 
J.  B.  Thomson,  remained  flexed  and  rigid,  but  has  gradu- 
Aniatsnt  at  the  Preston  DitpeoMry.  ally  improved  under  repeated  venesections. 
Preetoo  DUpeoMry,  Patient  has  since  this  time  (and  at  present) 
16th  Maf,  1834.  been  attacked  weekly,  or  sometimes  twice 

a  week,  with  spasms  and  contractions  of 

Case  l.^Convulsions  iucceeded  by  per~  the  upper  and  lower  extremities ;  the  urns 

manent  spatmodic  contraction  of  the  wpeciaUy  are  often  violently  twitched  up 

/*/>  tutnd  against  the  breast :  when  her  brother  (a 

Jane  Riding,  aetatis  41 :  admitted  the  into  their  natural  situations,  or  plunges 

90th  Februaiy,  1834.    Is  a  washerwoman  tiiem  in  warm  water,  a  copious  perspiration 

bv  occupation.     She  has  a  florid  com-  breaks  oat  upon  her  body,  and  the  fit  goes 

plexion,  with  a  habit  slightiy  tending  to  off.    The  only  cause  which  she  can  as- 

plethora;  and  an  attentive  observer  will  sign  for  these  its,  is  the  present  irregular 

discover  a  degree  or  imbecility  in  her  look  state  of  the  catamenia,  which  return  every 

and  manner.    She  has  very  marked  stra-  second  week  in  profusion.    She  has  also 

bismus,  which  her  mother  states  to  have  found  twitchings  follow  the  immersion  of 

been  congenital,  and,  in  her  opinion,  some-  her  hands  in  cold  water,  which  she  has 

how  connected  with  or  arising  from  fre-  now  learned  sedulously  to  avoid.    She  has 

Jiuent  convulsions  during  the  patient's  in-  frequent  headache,  with  vertigo  and  shoot- 

ancy.    The  vision  is  also  imperfect  in  ing  pain  around  the  orbits.    The  respira- 

both  eves,  but  especially  in  the  left,  the  toiy  and  cireulatory  ^stems  seem  healthy ; 

axis  ol^ which  is  directed  more  towards  the  the  pulse  85,  ftill  and  firm ;  bowels  rather 

nose,  and  the  pupil  of  which   is  more  costive;    tongue   clean;  appetite  almost 

sluggish.    On  examining  the  head,  near  voracious. 

to  the  junction  of  the  fh>ntal,  parietal,  TWafmeii/.^Medicinal  agents  of  various 
sphenoid,  and  temporal  bones  on  the  right  kinds  have  been  used  in  the  treatmentof  this 
side,  and  extending  upwards  and  back-  case,  but  as  the  cause  of  the  whole  may  be 
wards  as  fiv  as  the  parietal  protuberance,  fairly  believed  to  lie  in  some  organic  cere- 
is  a  very  considerable  elevation  of  the  bral  disorganization,  these  means  were  only 
sknlL  This  swelling  was  present  at  birth,  prescribed  as  palliatives. 
With  this  exception,  the  bead,  as  well  as  Bleedings,  local  and  general;  blisters  to 
other  parts  of  the  body,  so  far  as  can  be  the  affected  extremity,  and  the  surface 
observed,  present  no  peculiarity.  The  sprinkled  with  strychnia ;  blisters  to  the 
nM>ther  of  the  patient  says,  that  she  had  nucha ;  liniments  of  a  stimulant  kind, 
convulsion  fits  from  the  moment  of  birth,  — have  been  employed  at  diflerent  times, 
without  intermission,  till  exacUy  nine  The  constitutional  symptoms  were  im- 
wceks  old,  when  they  went  00*  entirely,  and  proved  by  general  bleeding ;  but  the  con- 
were  never  observed  to  return  till  she  reached  tracted  state  of  the  left  hand  has  not  been 
the  advanced  age  of  39.  Up  to  this  period  the  affected  in  the  slightest  degree. 
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Remark. — ^To  what  class  or  order  of  twelve  times  in  a  minute,  and  much  less 

the  nosoloffical  chart  are  we  to  refer  TiolenUy,    Contin.  pulveres. 

this  case  ?     Under  Class  II.,  OHer  III.,  May  Qth.—The  spasms  have  so  snhsided, 

Genus  Raphania,  of  Dr.  Cullen.   we  "d  tfie  gpeial  h«ilth  so  much  improi^, 

have  ce^lnly  a  near  apnroximatioii  to  ^^  »^«  "  considered  cured, 

it.      But    the   lengrth   of  time  during  Remark.— May  we  suppose  that  the 

which  the  spastic   contractions  of  the  distended  state  of  the  abdomeo  during 

joinU  remain  in  this  genus  is  only  a  few  pregnancy  had  in  an  enfeebled  frame 

days,  whereas  the  contracted  state  of  reduced    the  muscles  from  a  sUte  of 

the  hand,  described  above,  has  existed  tonicity  to  one  of  debility  ?    The  most 

since  August  1832,  a  period  of  more  curious  peculiarity  in  this  case  is  the 

than  a  year  and  a  half    Besides,  I  am  len^h  of  time  it  lasted -the  space  of 

not  aware  that  the  cause  to  which  Dr.  geven  months.      DoubUess  there  is  a 

Callen  imputes   raphauia  could  have  great  tendency,  in  diseases  of  this  nature, 

operated  in  this  case.  to  become  habitual ;  and  cases  of  chronic 

Some   very  important   physiological  hiccough  are   said  to  have  lasted  for 

deductions  may  be  drawn  from  this  case ;  ^any  months  incessantly, and  these  were 

but  these  I  shall  leave  to  the  sagacity  of  at  last  broken  through  with  great  diffi- 

your  readers,  for  fear  of  taking  up  too  culty.    In  the  present  case,  we  certainly 

much  room  in  your  valuable  repository,  haj  that  general  weakness  and  irriu- 

rA.B  TT      v^^mm»^i^    Mntiikm^  -»/*  il^  bility  of  thc  ucrvous  syslcm  wWch  is  SO 

Case  "•jr^fif^'^^^^^**^    "^  apt  to  encourage  the  continuance  of  im^ 

^     uJfr^y^^^        rj^A.  glilar  and  spiSnodic  action.    I  am  not 

Sjf  ^  ^*^/|"j'  ^^*  ^^?  ?^**'  aware  of  any  case  similar  to  this  on 

etatis  34,  No.  1 ,  Peter-  Street,  a  hand-loom  ^^^^a            ^ 

weaver,  was  admitted  a  patient  of  the  dis- 
pensary.   She  seems  a  stout  healthy  wo-     ^___ 

man,  but  states  that  she  feela  very  weakly, 

and  has  been  much  reduced  by  working  discovert  of 
hard  for  a  family  of  four  children.    There 

is  a  constant  spasmodic  action  (with  short  LYMPHATICS    IN  THE  HUMAN 

interruptions)  of  the  abdominal  muscles.  PLACENTA  AND  FUNIS, 

This  first  began  seven  months  ago,  when  ... 

the  patient  was  in  the  family  way,  and  By  Da.  V.  Fohman n. 

within  a  month  of  her  confinement,  and  __^ 
has  continued  more  or  less  violent,  yet 

never  altogether  absent,  up  to  the  present  It  is  well  known  that  the  placenta  and 
date.  The  labour  went  on  well,  and  was  funis  rank  foremost  among  those  parts 
completed  favourably, notwithstanding  this  in  which  the  presence  ancT  distribution 
disease.  She  thinxs  the  cause  was  her  of  absorbents  nave  not  yet  been  duly  re- 
uncommon  weakness  at  that  period.  These  cognized.  Some  anatomists,  certainh% 
few  weeks  past  the  spasms  have  been  g^ch  as  Everhard,  Pascoli,  Needham, 
more  ftequent  and  strong,  and  at  present  ^^^  r^^jj,  ^^^  ^  ^^^  by  Schreger 
the  abdomen  IS  heaved  up.  and  subsides  ^  Wrisberg,  and  Uttini,  ii^st 
regularly  at  the  rate  of  IVom  fifteen  to  T  7^    "i^wigi    «•*"  ^•wu.,  «uoi9i. 

twenty  ^mes  in  a  minute.  The  beUy  is  not  ^^  **>«/  ""^^^  ^^  *!>*?'*^"'  ^«««^  « 

iigitatod  so  much  when  she  takes  the  hori-  ^c«  ^  P«rts ;    but   litUe  reliance  was 

eontal  posture,  but  the  complaint  gives  placed  on  their  observaUons,  because 

almost  no  pain,  being  only  of  a  disagree,  men  of  great  reputation,  such  as  Hunter, 

able  nature.    There  is  no  affection  of  the  Hewson,  Cruikshank,^  Mascagni,   and 

respiratory  muscles,  nor  soAorous  respira-  others,  had  in  vain  endeayoured  to  de- 

tion,   as  in  hiccough,  the  spasm  being  monstrate  them.      Moreover,  as,  after 

wholly  limited  to  the  abdominal  rerion.  the  establishment  of  Hunter's  doctrine 

Pulse  natural  in  number,  but  foeble  in  of  absorption  by  the  lymphatic  vessels, 

strength      Bo;!^^*™  J^'.^^n^n^*-     »'•  new  ex^riments  were  made  which  ap- 

Alexander  prescribed  the  foUowing-  ^^^  ^  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^f  ^^^^ 

R.  Fern  Carbonat  9^.;  ft.  Pnlv.  et  tipn  by  the  veins,  and  the  attempts  to 
habeat  tales  xij.;  Capt  j.  ter  die^  discover  absorbents  in  the  placenta  and 
Habeat  Pil.  Calomel.  etColocynth.x.  funis    were    unsncoessful,    these  parts 
sumat  j.  om.  nocte.  were,  without  farther  consideration,  de- 
May  3d«^The  patient  is  much  improved :  clared  to  be  unprovided  with  absorbents, 
she  feels  herself  strollger,and  the  spasmodic  and  were  even  employed  as  a  proof  of 
action  of  the  abdomen  recurs  only  ten  or  absorption  by  the  veins.    It  was  main- 
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tained  that  venous  absorption  wa^  not  find  them  after  leaving-  the  venous  or- 

only  proved  by  numerous  experiments  gans  of  the  body.     Tne  absorbents  of 

on  live  animals,  but  also  by  tnose  parts  these  temporary  structures  do  not  attain 

which,  though   not  provided   with  ab>  to  such  a  degree  of  development,  but 

aorfaents,  were  yet  org^ns^snch  as  the  are  circumstanced    as  they  are  in  the 

placenta,  eye,  &c.,  in  which  the  exist-  parenchyma  of  the  organs;  that  is  to 

enoe  of  an  active  absorption  could  not  say,  the  v  form  tissues  and  net-works,  of 

be  denied.      Now  in    this  there  was  which  the  branches  are   valveless,    so 

evidently  a  false  conclusion.     The  fact  that  mercury  injected  into  any  one  can 

that  absorbents  have  not  been  found  in  proceed  in  all  directions. 

eertain  origans  does  not  prove  their  non-  If  we  wish  to  enter  minutely  into  the 

existence  in  those  orofans,  but  only  that  examination  of  the  absorbents  of  those 

we  have  not  been  ab&  to  discover  them,  parts  by  means  of  which  the  communi- 

In  general,  physiologists  relied  too  much  cation  between  the  mother  and  foetus  is 

on  superficial  examination  of  these  ves-  maintained,  we  have  to  consider  those 
aels. 


errors. 

and  Hewson's  doctrine  of  the  presence  body  < 

of  absorhents  in  all  the  ver/e&ra/a  ;  and  therein.     The  funis,    its    blood-vessels 

still  denies  the  existence  of  vasa  chyli-  excepted,  consists  solely  of  a  tissue  of 

lera    in  birds.      Fishes  and   amphibia  absorbents,   as  has  already  been  men- 


parts  , 

plentifully  provided  with  them ;  and  the  The  cells  or  vesicles  usually  observed 

placenta   and    funis   are,  as   we  shall  in  the  funis    are    shown   by  injection 

prove,  in  the  same  predicament  to  be  dilatations  of  the  absorbents,  into 

The  fynis  consists,  its  blood- vessels  which  branches  from  the  placental  side 

excepted,   of    a    tissue   of  absorbents,  open   themselves,    and    continue    their 

which   is  so  cloiSe  that  the  point  of  a  course  to  the  foetus  on  the  opposite  side. 

needle  cannot  be  introducea  into  any  The  absorbents  of  the  funis  oecome  per- 

part  of  it  without  wounding  one.     No-  ceptibly  finer  at  each  of  its  extremities, 

thing  can  be  easier  than  to  inject  them  and   especially  where    the>'  enter  the 

with  mercury.     Had  the  anatomists  who  cutis   at  the  umbilicus.     !But  before  I 

asserted  that  they  observed  absorbents  proceed  further  with   a  description  of 

in  the  funis,  been  rightly  aware  of  their  them  in   that  situation,  I  must  relate 

flitoadon,  it  would  have  been  easy  for  what  I  have  observed  of  them  in  the 

them  to  convince  their  opponents  of  the  placenta. 

Cmth  of  their  statement  oy  ocular  de-         By  injecting  with  mercury  the  tissue 

monatration.    To   fill  them  with  mer-  of  absorbents  at  the  placental  extremity 

tfury,  nothing  more  is  necessary  than  to  of  the  funis,  and  driving  the  metal  to- 

pieroe  the  sbeith  with  a  small  lancet,  wards  the  placenta  with  the  handle  of  a 

and  then  inject  the  metal  through  a  fine  scalpel,  we  may  sometimes  succeed  in 

tube.     As  a  great  many  vessels  are  ne-  injecting  a  net- work  of  absorbents  that 

eessarily  wounded    in  this    operation,  is  spread  out  between  the  placenta  and 

and    the    mercury,     on    entering    one  its  investing  membrane.     I  never  saw 

branch,  gets  into  others  through  nume-  any  vessels  rising  from  this  net-work, 

roas  anastomoses,  it  is  evident  that  the  ana  ramifying  into  the  membrane,  (the 

ciqperiment  must   easily    succeed.      !t  chorion,)  as  has  been  observed  with  re- 

mtut  here  be  remarked  that  the  filling  spect  to  the  sheath  of  the  funis ;  and  I 

of  the  absorbentfl  of  the  funis  is  the  hut   seldom    discovered    any   branches 

more  readily  accomjplished,  the  fuller  it  penetrating  the  parenchyma  of  the  nla- 

ia  of  the  Gquor  Wharioni;  which   no  centa.     Where  tney  proceed  when  tliey 

doubt  arises  from  the  fact  that  that  fluid  do  penetrate,  I  have  not  been  able  to 

distcnda  the  vessels  (absorbents!  in  which  malce  out;  but  I  am  inclined  to  think 

it  iaeontaioed,  and  consequently  favours  they  reach  its  uterine  surface. 
the  entrance  and  advance  of  the  mer-         On  the  passage  of  the  tissue  of  absor- 

cury.    For  the  rest,  it  would  be  vain  bents  of  the  funis  into  the  abdominal  rc- 

lo  endearour  to  discover  in  the  funis  and  gion  of  the  fcetus,  the  superficial  ramifica- 

placenta  absorbents  provided  with  valves,  tions  at  the  distance  of  a  fewlines  from  the 

aa  Wriaberg  pretenaed  he  saw,  or  as  we  umbilical  ring,  become  so  very  minute 
339.— XIV.  Y 
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as  to  be  scarcely  discoverable  by  a  strong  tbaii  wbom,  notwithstanding  the  length 

lens,  even  wben  injected  with  mercury,  of  time  since  the  **  Detcriptio  AHatomicm 

On  the  other  hand,   the  deeper-seated  Oculi  Humani"  was  first  brought  out, 

vessels  gain  in  streugtli  while  they  lose  he   could   not  perhaps  have  chosen  a 

in  diameter;  so  Uiat  we  can  employ  the  better.      It  shows,    oy  the   way,    that 

handle  of  the  scalpel  to  drive  the  mer-  on   the   Continent   matters  must  have 

cury  on  through  tnem  without  any  fear  been   in  this  respect   pretty  much  as 

of  their  rupture.  On  reaching  the  umbili-  among  ourselves;  for  though  there  have 

cal  ring,  they  become  somewhat  larger,  been  many  continental  writers  who  have 

and  some  of  them  run   into  the  dense  taken  up  portions  of  the  eye  as  the  pe- 

tissue  of  the  absorbents  between  the  epi-  culiar  subject  of  their  study,  (JElosen- 

dermis  and  cutis,  of  which  the  sheath  of  miiller,  fur  example,  who  treats  of  the 

the  funis  is  only  a  continuation.     The  extei^nal  parts j — and  in    whose    work, 

rest  unite  into  branches,  which  proceed  published   in   1810,    a  copious  ILit  of 

under  the  cutis,  and  at  Uie  distance  of  ophthalmological    authorities    may    be 

some  lines  from  the  umbilical  ring  p^e-,  found),  yet  we  have  to  go  back  to  Zinn, 

nerate  a  lymphatic  trunk,  which,runnuig  who  flourished  about  eighty  years  since, 

in  a  circular  direction,  forms  another  as  the  best,  if  not  the  only  complete 

ling.    This  gives  off  branches  which,  guide,   to  whom  we  may  commit  our- 

fulluwing  the  external  abdommal  veins,  selves. 

descend  between  the  cutis  and  the  mus-  Mr.  Dalrymple  of  course  avails  him- 

cles  to  the  inguinal  region,  and  pass  self  of  all  the  best  modern  authorities 

under  the  crunJ  arch  (o  the  iliac  glands,  in  giving  as  much  of  perfection  as  pos- 

I  have  invariably  observed  this  distribu-  sible  to  his  work ;  wnile  the  groond- 

tion ;  but  I  have  sometimes  also  found  work,  he  informs  us,  was  originally  laid 

lymphatic  branches  beneath  the  abdomi-  for  it  in  his  lectures  delivered  at  the 

nal  muscles,  proceeding  from  the  funis  London  Ophthalmic    Infirmarv,    illus- 

throufjrh  the  umbilical  ring,  and  following  trated    by  minute    and    laborious  dis- 

the  vein  or  arteries  into  the  porta  of  the  sections. 

liver,   or  else  running  to    the  glands  We  have  no  intention  of  proceeding 

which  receive  the  vessels  that  descend  to  analyse  for  our  readers  a  systematie 

without  the  abdominal  muscles. — From  and  ample  treatise  of  this  sort ;    but  to 

the  Dublin  Journal,  all  who  desire  to  study  the  anatomj^  of 

the  eye,  in  that  full  detail  which  the 

~~" great  importance  of  the  subject  demands, 

we  strongly  recommend  the  work  before 

ANALYSES  AND  NOTICESop BOOKS,  us,  as  one  of  the  best  possible  instruc- 

tors.    It  abounds  with  information,  very 

interestingly     and    perspicuously     ar- 

"  ^'^^"^^'Jn."!  w!*!!"**"?.*  A^^l'llLV**''''"'  "  ranged.     As  a  good  example  of  this,  we 

would  refer  to  the  account  of  the  iris, 

which  is  the  best  we  have  met  with  iu 

The  Anatomy  of  the  Human  Eye,     By  a^J  author. 

John    Dalrymple,    Assistant   Sur-  Yet  we  would  by  no  means  be  under- 

geon  to  the  London  Ophthalmic  In-  stood  to  pledge  ourselves  for  the  perfect 

firmary.  accuracy  of  tfie  details  of  the  volume. 

We  noticed,  indeed,  several  points,  in 

It  is  not  a  little  singular  that  hitherto  our  perusal  of  it;  from  which  we  could 

there  has  been  no  work  in  our  language  not  help  withholding  our  assent;  for  in- 

exclusively  devoted  to  the  Anatomy  of  stance,  in  the  description  of  the  eyelids, 

the  Eye.     We  have  had  numerous  trea-  we  observe  that  the  author  admits  the 

tises  on  the  pathology  of  the  organ,—  existence    of    fibro-cartilage    in    their 

on  the  surgical  treatment  proper  for  its  structure.  We  confess  we  thought  it  was 

various  complaints,— and  abundance  of  universally  allowed   that  Bichat's  opi- 

detached  papers    on    particular  points  nion  of  their  fibro-cartilaginoos  nature 

relating  to  its  structure,  and  the  physio-  has  been  long  since  disproved,  and  that 

logy  of  vision—but  a  systematic  work,  the  tarsi  are  purely  cartilaginous.  Again, 

treating  of  the  anatomy  alone,  has  been  in  the  account  of  the  sclerotic,  we  are 

a    desideratum,   till   now    that    it  has  told,  that  *'  in  its  texture  it  is  dense  and 

been  sunplicd  by  Mr.  Dalrymple.    The  unyielding,  coriaceous  in  appearance, 

author  has  taken  Zinn  as  his  model,  and  nearly  resembling  a  piece  of  whita 
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Uather,^^    This  is  a  description  which  fore  remarked."    The  author  then  refers 

we  fear  will  not  readily  be  assented  to  to  the  actual  preparation  in  his  posses- 

bj  manjr  observers.  sion,  and  to  a  drawing*  of  which   he 

In  noticing  the  structure  of  the  cornea,  gives  a  lithograph  cojp^  in  his  book. 

Mr.  Daliymple  tells  us,  that,  '*  like  the  What  follows  on  this  interesting  sub- 

ecleroiicj  the  cornea  is  a  fibrous  mem-  ject  seems  to  be  worth  extracting.     "  It 

brane ;  and  the  only  point  of  affinity  be-  is  a  curious  fact  that  this  fold  is  always 

tween  them  is,  that  tney  both  belong  to  in  one  and  the  same  place,  directed  con- 

the  same  general  class  of  elementary  stantly  in  a  horizontal  line  from  the 

tissues."     We  should  think  that,  where  entry  of  the  optic  nerve  outwards;  it  is 

the  "  only  point  of  affinity"  between  seen  in  all  cases  where  the  foramen  of 

two  textures  is  so  exceedingly  faint,  a  Sommering  exists ;  in  the    foetus,   the 

comparison    might    very  well  be  dis-  adult  man,  in  certain  monkers,  and  in 

pensed  with.     What  single  ]>oint  of  ana-  some  lizards.     In  the  chameleon  there 

logy,  in  fact,  can  there  to  said  to  subsist  are  two  folds  placed  on  each  side  of  the 

between  the  cornea  and  the  sclerotic  P  central  depression.    As  in  this  one  in- 

Nor  are  we  quite  satisfied  with  the  stance  I  actually  witnessed  the  forma^ 

account  which  our  author  gives  us  of  tion  of  the  fold^  I  suspect  the  whole  to 

the  posterior  layer  of  the  cornea;  we  be    the    result    of    some    postmortem 

cannot  avoid  thinking  it  veiy  imperfect,  change ;  and  am  therefore  compelled  to 

But  these  are  trifling  objections,  which  confess  that  the  true  nature  of  this  veiy 

we  are  willing  should  have  no  weight  interesting  portion  of  the  anaton^y  of 

in  detracting  from  the  merits  of  the  the  retina,  is  still  a  desideratum  in  our 

treatise  generally.  science." 

There  is  one  opinion  of  the  author's  The  plates,  we  may  add,  which  are 

which  is  too  important  to  be  passed  over  attached   to  the  volume,  are  extremelv 

without  notice ; — we  allude  to  his  pre-  well  executed ;  and  we  have,  indeea, 

sent  view  (for  it  has  recently  undergone  no  fault  to  notice  in  the  '*  getting  up" 

some  change)  of  the  fold  and  foramen  of  the  work,  except  that  the  Latin  ex- 

of  Sommenng.    Mr.  Dairy mple,  from  tracts  from  Zinn  and  others  are  woefully 

a  late  opportunity  of  investigiuion,  has  full  of  errata,  and   will  require  to   be 

adopted  tue  opinion  that  there  is  neither  carefully  corrected  before  they  are  again 

a  real  foramen,  nor  a  fold  in  the  retina,  committed  to  the  press. 
except  as  a    post-mortem  appearance. 

He  informs  us,  that  subsequently  to  the — 

statement  of  his  views  on  this  subject, 

contained  in  the  body  of  his  work    he  MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

had  an  opportumty  of  dissecting  a  hu- 
man eye  within  a  very  few  hours  after  Saturday ^  May  31, 1834. 

death;   and  that  the  examination  was  

conducted  under  the  most  favourable  cir- 
cumstances.   "  On  making  a  transverse  J' "'!L.!!l"l*'^^'""\•l7J^^^^^ 
section    througrb    the    eye,    about    0|ie-  publicum  .U.  dicendl  perlculum  non  recu80.»» 
fourth  of  an   inch  behind  the  cornea,  Cickro. 
and  immersing  the    posterior  part  in  

»Sli.'tiL^b1uf  iSetX-  ^^^""^     «^«<^'^^^   EDUCATIOX 

of  the  spot  of  Sommering,  I  found  a  TO  BE   EXCLUSIVELY  PROVIN- 

minute   cup-like    depression,  with    an  CIAL? 

elevated    yellow -coloured    lip    around  rrr     ^^  '  a       n  j  j   i    .          i    .     .t. 

it      Instead  of  a  dunlicature  of  the  ^^  ^"^^^^  *""^«^  1*^^  ^^^"^  ^  ^^^ 

retina,  it  appeared  as  if  this  membrane  circumstance  of  the  surgeons*  of  the  Bir- 

was  indeea  thicker  at  die  immediate  mingham  Hospital  having  refused  to  con- 

drcumference    of  the   central  hollow,  cur  in  the  representation  of  those  of  Bris- 

out  stiU  there   was  neither  fold   nor 

real  foramen.      As    soon,  however,  as  *  We  have  received  a  letter  from  Pr.  Booth,  of 

the    vitreous   fluid    partially    escaped,  ^^T^Jlfil**?;' ?k^«*°/^'T  ^Jl*  ^'^l^^*'*".""*,!! 

.,         .       ,         J            r*li_     J             .     ',     '  an  injury  had  been  done  to  the  profvaslon,  by 

toe   circular  edffes  of  the  depression  be-  that   regulation  of  the    Apothecaries  which  dU- 

came    elongated,  elevated,    and    finally  pensM  with  the  neceaslty  of  any  attendance  In 

cAm«>    tn   t^nUkci •    nrp««»titin0-  nrerisf^l v  ^^^^^**     We  ought  to  hare  used  the  worda 

came   m  couiact ,   presenung  precisely  ..  gurgeone"  of  the  Birmingham  Ho*plui,  instead 

tlie   »ame  fold  which  I  had  so  often  be-  of  "  medical  officera,**  Iq  our  last  number. 
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to],withregard  to  tbe  proposed  exemption    than  any  gfiv^en  hospital  in  a  proyiucial 
of  their  pupils  from  any  attendance  in    town,   but  simply   this  :    whether   the 
London.    The  question  Is  one  of  much    education  of  a  joung  surgeon  be  more 
importance,  setting  aside  all  reference  to    likely  to  be  complete,  and  to  make  him 
the  individual  schools  above-mentioned,    a  good  practitioner,  if  he  attend  a  prob- 
and  taking   it    merely  on    the  broad    vincial  hospital  for  a  certain  time,  and 
ground  of  its  bearing    upon  medical    a   London   hospital   for  six   additional 
education.     No  one  acquainted  with  the    months ;  or  if  he  attend  the  provincial 
provincial  hospitals,  can  deny  to  them    hospital  for  a  certain  time,  and  then  con- 
the  merit  of  being  exceedingly  Taluable,    tinue  to  attend  the  tame  hospital  for  tix 
not  merely  as  eleemosynary  establbh-    months  longer  F    No  one  can  for  an  in- 
ments,  but  as  medical  schools :  at  the    stant  hesitate  about  the  answer ;  and  we 
same  time,  assuming  the  remarks  of  the    have  no  objection,  for  the  sake  of  our 
memorialists  to  be  of  general  application,    Bristol  friends,  to  reverse  the  argument, 
we  must  say  they  are  more  happy  where    by  asserting  t|iat  a  student  who  has  at- 
they  deny  the  superiority  of  certain  pro-    tended  a  London  hospital  for  a  certain 
vincial  hospitals,  which  have  privileges    period,  is  likely  to  be  a  better  surgeon  if 
superior  to  themselves,  than  in  what  they    he  then  attend  the  Bristol  Infirmary  for 
assert  regarding  their  own  equality  with    six  months,  tlian  if  he  merely  continue  his 
the  metropolitan   schools.      It    is,    we    attendance  for  half  a  year  more  at  his 
agree    with    them,    an    anomaly    that    original  hospital  in  the  metropolis. 
Edinburgh,    Glasgow,    and   Aberdeen,        Collision  brightens  intellect  as  surely 
should  all  severally  be  placed   on  an    as  attrition  polishes  metal.     Errors  are 
equality   with  London,  while  no  town    removed,    new    suggestions  arise,  and 
in  England  enjoys  this  privilege ;  and    the   whole  machinery   of  the   mind   is 
we  think  it  quite  monstrous  and  absurd    brought    into   more  vigorous  play  by 
that  attendance  on  a  small  hospital  like    the  differences  in  the  modes  of  treat- 
that  of  Aberdeen,  should  confer  advan-    ment— the  new  light  in  which  the  same 
tages — or  rather  privileges,  which  are    subject  is  placed — the  multiplied  com- 
denied  to  various  noble  institutions  in    parison,  and  a  thousand  other  circum- 
England — and  among  others,  to  that  of   stances  which  are  unceasingly  in  ope- 
Bristol.    Unluckily,  however,  for  their    ration  amid  the  vast  field  of  observa- 
argumcnt,  the  memorialists  do  not  rest    tion,  and  the  vast  number  of  observers 
with  this  proposition,  but  go  on  to  lay    constantly    engaged     in     the    metro- 
down  another,  viz.,  that  requiring  an    polis.      It    is  not  so  much   that  there 
attendance  of  even  six  months  in  London    is    individual     superiority     originally, 
'*  is  highly  objectionable,"  for  various    as  that,  out  of  the  greater  number  of 
alleged  reasons  which  are  specified  (see    persons  who  embark  in  the  profession, 
Gazette,  p.  191).  and  the  greater  extent  of  opportunities 

Among  the  circumstances  alluded  to  as  they  enjoy,  a  greater  mass  of  knowledge 
constituting  those  objections,  one  is,  that  is  collected,  and  ampler  means  are  af- 
such  attendance  is  unnecessary,  as  it  is  forded  to  the  student  to  appropriate  a 
asserted  that  a  student  can  spend  his  time  portion  of  it  to  himself.  Let  it  be  sup- 
just  as  profitably  at  a  provincial  as  at  a  posed  that  the  privilege  of  having  their 
London  hospital — nay,  it  is  implied  that,  students  licensed  to  practise  surgery, 
with  a  few  exceptions,  the  provincial  hos-  were  given  to  any  provincial  school — 
pitals  are  the  better.  Now  we  submit  that  say,  for  instance,  to  that  of  Bristol, 
the  question  is  not  whether  any  given  without  their  having  to  come  to  London 
h(»spital  in  Loudon  is  better  or  worse    for  any  part  of  their  attendancc^cnn  it 
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for  a  moment  be  doubted  tbat  tbe  race  of  Bristol,    Maiicbester,  Birmiiigbam, 

of  surgeons  there  would  deteriorate —  and  Liverpool,  must,  we  apprehend,  be 

that  they  would  fall  into  local  habits  yery  much  the  same  with  that  of  Lon- 

and  peculiarities  of  practice— that  they  don,  despite  the  protestation  of  the  ^ve 

would  be  behind  most  of  their  neigh-  surgeons  who  would  have  us  to  believe 

hours  in  availing  themselves  of  the  im-  the  contrary. 

provements  which  science  made  from  The  next  objection  made  by  the  me- 
tinie  to  time ;  and  that  if  any  one,  more  morialists  is,  that  obliging  students  to 
thirsty  for  knowledge  than  the  rest,  did  come  to  London  for  a  part  of  their  hos- 
visit  London  or  Paris,  with  a  view  of  pital  attendance,  tends  to  render  prov in- 
completing his  education,  he  would  be  cial  education  less  efficient  than  it  other- 
regarded  by  his  townsmen  on  his  return  wise  would  be ;  and  this  it  is  assumed 
with  a  favourable  eye,  as  superior  to  to  do  by  inducing  the  pupils  to  neglect 
bis  neighbours,  and  as  one  who  had  their  present  opportunities,  and  postpone 
spared  no  pains  to  master  the  difficulties  their  studies  till  .they  go  to  London, 
of  his  profession.  One  of  the  causes  Here,  again,  we  have  the  gentlemen  of 
which  has  in  a  very  striking  degree  Birmingham  opposed  to  their  brethren 
tended  to  keep  up  the  standard  of  know-  at  Bristol ;  and  we  think  there  can  be 
ledge  among  English  surgeons  has  been  no  doubt  but  that  the  students  are 
the  information  they  have  gathered,  in  general  more  alive  to  their  own 
and  the  taste  and  zeal  they  have  ac-  interests  than  such  a  view  of  tbe  case 
quired  for  professional  pursuits,  during  would  imply  ;  and  that,  for  one  who  is 
their  short  sojourn  in  London.  An  im-  injured  in  the  manner  assumed,  twenty 
pression  is  often  made  at  this  time  which  have  a  stimulus  given  to  them  by  their 
permanently  influences  the  character  of  visit  to  the  metropolis,  which  makes 
the  individual,  and  tbe  period  of  his  them  turn  to  double  profit  the  oppoitu- 
resort  to  the  metropolis,  where  his  mind  nities  at  home  when  they  return, 
expanded  amid  the  profusion  and  va-  Again:  a  residence  in  London, 
riety  of  intellect  which  surrounded  him,  though  but  for  six  months,  h  ob- 
js  looked*  back  upon  with  pleasure  jectionable  in  the  eyes  of  the  Bris- 
during  tbe  whole  of  his  afler-life.  tol  surgeons,  because  it  occasions 
But  we  are  told  that  coming  to  Lon-  "  a  very  considerable  increase  in  the 
don  is  ^  injurious  to  the  morals  of  stu-  pecuniary  expenditure  of  the  stu- 
dents.'* We  are  unwilling  to  suspect  dent."  This  is  an  ^gument  of  a 
tbe  memorialists  of  hypocrisy,  but  we  very  questionable  kind.  We  have  al- 
must  say  that  the  manner  in  which  this  ways  thought,  that  in  order  to  secure  the 
IS  put  forward  savours  too  much  of  respectability  of  the  profession,  the  faci' 
canting.  Do  they  suppose  any  one  will  lities  of  entering  it  ought  not  to  be  too 
credit  the  assertion,  that  their  young  much  increased ;  -  practitioners  are  al- 
men  come  here  quite  immaculate,  and  ready  more  numerous  than  the  demand 
that  having  been  impressed  with  all  for  them, — what  would  it  be,  if  the  door 
tbe  virtuous  habits  which  prevail  in  a  were  opened  still  wider?  To  our  poor 
sea-port  and  manufacturing  town,  *'  after  judgment,  this  is  the  most  unlucky  ar- 
a  residence  of^only  a  few  months  in  the  gument  of  all  those  adduced  by  our 
capital,  frequently  fall  into  practices  of  friends  in  Bristol ;  and  here  again  they 
dissipation  and  immorality  ?"  The  sur-  are  opposed  in  Birmingham,  where  we 
geons  of  Birmingham  deny  that  this  is  find  the  opinion  to  be,  that  the  Society  of 
borne  out  by  experience,  and  we  en-  Apothecaries  lessened  the  respectability 
lirely  concur  with  them.    The  morality  of  the  profession — or  at  all  events  have 
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injured   the   members   of  the   College  numerous  theses  recently  presented  to 

of  Surgeons— by  dispensing  with   the  the  Faculty  of  Paris   has  awarded  to  a 

•T      !•  .^    J  •    T     J  vounjr  Englishman  (Mr.  St.  John  Avery) 

necessity  of  any  attendance  in  London.  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  y^^^^^    produced  the  b^t 

Certainly,  so  long  as  a  man  may  become  thesis  on  Surgery.    The  subject,  though 

a  licentiate  of  the  Society  of  Apothe-  trite  enough  in  this  country,  seems  to 

caries,  without  any  portion  of  his  studies  ba^e  all  the  charms  of  novelty  for  our 

,      .       ,  .J         .    T     j««    -«  French  brethren.      The  thesis  of  M. 

having  been  earned  on  in  luondon,  so  ^^^^^^   ^;^    remarquabie,--diffne 

long  will  he  hold  an  inferior  rank,  and  ^^  fg^ir  un  premier  rang  dans  let  col- 
be  regarded  as  of  inferior  education,  to  lections — was  on  the  subject  of  *'  union 
a  member  of  the  College  of  Surgeons;    by  the  first  intention,  in  amputations  of 

J  •    J  *u  *  *u«  »^4^.:^4«.    every  sort."    The  reviewer  (M.  Vidal 

and  we  are  surprised  that  the  notoriety    ^^  ^.^^^  ^^^^    ^^^^^j    ^^.^^  ^^^^^^ 

of  this  fact  did  notstnkeMr.Warburton  s  ^\^^  ^qJ  ^  number  of  other  productions 
Bristol  correspondents.  What  the  re-  of  the  same  kind,  reverts  to  his  former 
suit  of  the  present  parliamentary  iuves-    judgment,  and  says  that  he  has  found 

ti^tion  olay  be,  it  is  of  course  i.po.-    -aSr-JreJ- TVikTrt 

sible  to  tell;  but  our  belief  is,  that  the    Enjrlishmau. 

changes,    though    important,    will    be 

much  less  radical  than  some  hope  or  than 

others  fear;  and  we  trust  that  nothing    MEDICO-CHmURGICAL  SOCIETY. 

will  be  found  among  them  calculated  to  Tat^day,  May  27. 1834. 

lessen  the  grade  of  the  English  surgeon,  

— a  result  which  would  inevitably  hap- 

pen.  if  .u  establisha^ent  for  the  pro-  ^"^^eeS'^^iTrelnJ^f  ITalSS.  rn-S! 
duction  of  home- made  surgeons  were    tied — 

added    to    those    manufactories  which     n  *u    r>L     -    t  n   ^-^  *-      r  n      t    

.      .  On  the  Chemieal  Cmulitutum  m  Bony  Tumnn 

already  exist  in  most  of  the  great  pro-  of  the  Uterus,    By  Dr.  Bostock. 

vincial  towns.  Some  years  since  several  bony  concre- 

""""  tions — two  from  the  ovaries  or  their  ap- 

RECENT  WORKING  OF  THE  penda^^es,  one  from  the  salivary  duct,  and 

CONCOURS.  <*"®  irom  the  bronchial  cells— were  ana- 

T«-  ^^««^..M  r«.  #u-  «k-:-  ^c  r^i'  .*-«-    lysed  by  Dr.  B.,  and  found  to  consist,  all 
THEconcoursforthe  chair  of  Clmxqw^    /^   ^^^     a  esUntiaUy  of  carbonate   of 

^Accouchemens\i^    closed,    and^.  lime;"  those  from  the  ovaries  containing  a 

Paul  Dubois  is  the  new  Professor.    The  kittle  of  other  earthy  or  neutral  salU,  and 

failure,  or  the   disanpointment,  of  M.  a  quantity  of  animal  matter,  but  the  other 

Velpeau,^    the     candidate     who    stood  two  being  nearly  pure  chalk ;  having,  how- 

hignest  in  the  general  estimation,  has  ever,  mislaid  his  notes,  he  spoke  of  them 

given  very  ^reat  dissatisfaction  to  his  from  memory  only.    Having  obtained  six 

numerous    friends    and  admirers  — the  specimens  from  Dr.  R.  Lee,  he  analysed 

concours  system  is  once  more  denounced  them  w^ith  the  following  results, 
as  a  vile,  base,  infamous,  and  intrisruing  *   ,  No.  1,  marked  "  oilculi  discharged  from 

piece  of  machinery.     MM.  Dupuytren  ^^  ,V^'''^»  dunng  life,"  consisted  of  very 

and    Lebreton,  who  were  among   the  ^'^f^b  ^^^^y  ^^^  bone-hke  bodies 

judges,  or  the  >ry,  as  they  are  failed  ^.^^^^^J^l^^^,^^^^^^ 

(the  crowd  we  suppose,  bemjr  considered  i^^  ^  ^r^M^x  animal  matter  found  also 

as  properly  the  judges),  were  not  pre-  i^  the  serosity  of  the  blood.    No.  2  was 

sent  at  the  nomination ;   whence  it  is  marked,  "  a  portion  of  the  calculous  tu- 

said  that  by  their  absence  they  protested  mor  removed  from  the  body  of  a  female 

against  the  resblt.      M.  Paul  Dubois,  who  had  passed  portions  or  calculus  from 

however,  had  eis'ht  votes,  while  his  com-  the  uterus  during  life."    It  yielded  much 

petitor  had  but  tour.  chalk,  with  a  little  bone  earth  and  gyp. 

sum,  and  a  portion  of  the  albumino-serous 

NATIONAL  IMPARTIALITY.  matter  described  by  Dr.  B.  in  the  fifteenth 

—       ,               ,         /.   ,      ,           1  ,»  1  volume  of  the  Society's  Transactions,  to- 

The  last  number  of  the  Journtf/ He6.  gcther  with  coagulated   albam^n  as  its 

domadaire,  in  giving  an  account  of  the  basis.     No.  3,  marked  "  from  the  uterus," 
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resembled  externally  No.  1,  and  was  foond  point    If  wax,  for  example,  be  brought, 

to  contain  tbe  same  earthy  salts  and  ani.  in  a  dark  room,  near  a  piece  of  heated 

mal  matter.     No.  4,  marked  *<  from  the  metal,  it  will  be  seen  to  melt  speedily, 

arch    of  the  aorta,"  weighing    eighteen  with  a  light  blue  flame  on  its  surface— 

grains,  yielded  much  bone  earth,  and  a  which  light  blue  flame  would  not  hare 

little  chalk  and  gypsum,  with  a  snbstra  been  visible  under  ordinary  circums lances; 

tum  of  fibrous  animal  matter,  probablv  and  so  with  other  combustibles.     Some 

coagulated  albumen.    No.  5,  marked  "  cal-  remarks  on  spontaneous  combustion  were 

culi  from  the  lungs,"  the  largest  weighing  introduced  towards  the  end  of  the  lecture; 

four  grains,  resembled  No.  1  externally,  but  we  did  not  think  that  any  a  Iditional 

and  consisted  principally  of  chalk,  with  light  was  thrown  by  Dr.  Williams  on  that 

TOT  little  phosphate  or  sulphate.     Nos.  6  mysterious  subject 

and  7,  marked  respectively  "  from  the  On  the  preceding  Friday  evening  (May 
lungs  after  death,"  and  **  coughed  up  from  16)  Mr.  Cowper  gave  a  very  interesting  ac- 
the  lungs,"  resembled  No.  5  physically  and  count  of  Calico  printing,  and  described  the 
chemically.  various  improvements  which  have  lately 
Dr.  Bostock  concluded  by  observing,  been  made  in  that  department  of  the  art. 
that  of  eleven  such  calculi  that  he  had  ex-  Dr.  Lardner  is  announced  for  the  next 
amined,  four  of  which  were  from  the  lungs,  evening  meeting,  to  give  some  further  ac- 
and  five  from  the  uterus  and  its  appen-  count' of  the  powers  of  the  Calculating 
dages,  th^  former  had  presented  uniform  Machine, 
appearances,  physical  and  chemical,  where- 
as the  latter  had  differed  amongst  them-    _«_ 

selves  in  both  respects ;  but  he  is  aware  of 

no  certain  source  of  light  as  to  the  compo-  rufrr^  a  t   r\iicj?nx-  a rw^rrkura 

sition  of  such  substances,  but  actual  expe-  ^  LIWICAL  OBSEKV  ATIOI^b, 

^JbTelabomte  and  highly-interesting  na-  "^^'"^'^    ''    '^   ^^'^'''^    ^''P'''^*   ^^ 

per,  by  Dr.  Robert  Lee,  was  next  read —  Mr.  Arnott. 

Oh  Fibro-ealeareous  Tumon  and  Polypi  of  the 

Uienu;  but  we  are  obliged  to  defer  our  

notice  of  its  contents  for  the  present. 

A  Am.  «.k;«ii  ♦!,->  <.«^;.,»  «»^«*;nor.  ..r^i,-  lacerated  perineum— recnion  by  the 

After  which  the  evemng  meetings  of  the  oi  ir  i  ed  si  tttrf 

Society    were  a4joumed    till    November  qlilled  slture. 

°^**-  While  the  circumstances  are  fresh  in  your 

_____^ memories,  I  wish  now  to  revert,  gentle* 

men,  to  the  case  of  lacerated  perineum, 

|,QY  A  T    INSTITUTION  which  you  saw  ojicrated  upon  three  weeks 

ago. 
.  Friday,  Uiy  23.  On  the  25th  of  March,  Isabella  Gunnel], 
a  widow,  36  years  of  age,  who  stooped, 

and  seemed  to  walk  with  difficulty,  sought 
Dr,  WiUianu  oti  Combustion.  admission  into  tlie  hospital  on  account  of. 
The  subject  announced  for  this  evening's  she  said,  "  a  falling  down  of  the  womb, 
lecture  was,  **  A  New  Law  of  Combus-  which  could  not  be  returned."  On  exami. 
tion,"  to  be  expounded  by  Dr.  Williams,  nation,  a  tumor  the  i^ize  of  a  child's  head 
We  listened  with  considerable  attention  was  found  pendent  from  the  vulva;  it  felt 
to  the  learned  lecturer,  but  confess  we  tense  and  firm ;  its  surface  was  red,  shin* 
could  not  gather  exactlv  what  tbe  nature  ing,  and  dry ;  on  its  posterior  part  was  a 
of  this  new  law  was.  l!if  any  of  the^com-  large  ulcer,  and  at  its  lower  extremity,  a 
mon  experiments  of  burning  phosphorus  little  forwards,  was  an  aperture — the  os 
in  oxygen  gas,  and  sulphur  in  the  same  uteri.  On  attempting  to  pass  tbe  finger 
medium,  &c.,  with  the  usual  phenomena,  upwards  between  the  swelling  and  the  la- 
were  exhibited;  and  the  only  difference  bia  pudendi,  this  was  immediately  stopped 
observable  in  the  present  case  was  that  the  by  the  reflexion  downwards  of  the  vagina, 
combustible  bodies  were  introduced  into  so  that  the  entire  length  of  this  canal  was 
the  inflammable  gas  in  a  lower  state  of  everted.  The  upper  part  of  tbe  tumor  felt 
combustion  than  usual.  Wax  and  cocoa-  less  solid  than  the  under,  and  pressure  on 
nut  oil  were  strongly  heated,  and  then  in-  the  former  anteriorly,  produced  the  incli- 
troduced  into  the  jar  of  gas,  where  they  nation  to  make  water,  the  bladder  no 
were  soon  inflamed.  Ilie  whole  secret  of  doubt,  having  descended  here ;  the  patient 
the  affair,  or  the  novelty  dwelt  upon  by  the  experienced  pain  in  emptying  this  organ, 
lecturer,  seemed  to  be  simply  this,-^that  and  great  difficulty  in  evacuating  the 
bodies  are  in  a  state  of  combnstion  at  a  bowels. 

lower  temperature  than  that  usually  de-  The  swelling  completely  concealed  the 

scribed    as    their    burning    or  inflaming  anus,  so  that  this  could  not  be  discovered ; 
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• 

in  attempting^  to  do  so,  a  prolapsus  of  tlie  kept  in  Tiew,— tJbe  reduction  of  the  pro- 
rectum  was  observedytbe  mucous  membrane  lapsed  uterus,  and  the  retention  of  it  after, 
of  which,  in  its  healthy  state,  contrasted  wards.  To  effect  the  first  immediately  n'as 
strongly  with  that  of  tne  e?erted  Tagina,  out  of  the  question ;  there  was  too  much 
the  latter  being  so  changed  that  it  had  no  swelling,  tension,  and  tenderness  of  the  parts, 
longer  any  appearance  of  mucous  mem-  In  order  to  diminish  these  the  patient  was 
brane,  being  enormously  thickened  and  confined  to  bed  and  low  diet,  had  aperients, 
fleshy,  having  a  dry  and  epidermoid  sur-  and  warm  fomentations  were  applied.  In 
face,  and  upon  the  whole  more  resembling  the  course  of  a  week  (daring  which  time 
the  hide  of  some  of  the  pachydermatous  menstruation  took  place,  and  you  had  an 
animals,  than  the  integuments  of  any  part  opportunity  of  observing  this  secretion, 
of  the  human  body.  taking  place  out  of  the  body,  and  flowing 

In  answer  to  our  inquiries,  the  patient  from  the  os  uteri),  these  objects  had  been 

staged  that  she  had  been  the  mother  of  two  so  far  attained  that  an  attempt  at  reduc- 

children ;  that  on  getting  up  after  her  con-  tion  was  made,  but  without  success;  how- 

finement  of  the  last,  ten  years  ago,  the  ever,  on  the  following  day  it  was  accom> 

womb  came  down,  and  although  it  was  re-  plished,  though  witJb    considerable  diffi. 

placed,  it  had  continned  to  descend  ever  culty.    You  must  have  noticed  that  I  did 

since.    Every  thing  had  been  tried  to  pre-  not  endeavour  to  force  up  the  whole  swell. 

vent  this,  and  pessaries  of  various  kinds,  ing,  or  the  upper  part  of  it,  that  which 

at  the  suggestion  of  different  medical  men  had  been  last  prolapsed,  first,  and  which, 

whom   she  had    consulted,  but  without  from  this  circumstance,  you  might  possi- 

avail;   they  were  invariably  forced  out  bly  have    expected.      No;    grasping  the 

Of  late  years  she  had  contented  herself  lower  part  of    the    swelling    (that    im- 

with  reducing  it  when  she  rat  down ;  for  mediately    round    the    os    uteri)     with 

when  standing  or  walking  it  was  almost  in-  my  fingers,  and  making  steady  and  de- 

ccssantly  prolapsed,  and  for  hours  together,  tcrmined  pressure,    I  carried  the  utems 

Six  weeks  ago  she  was  for  the  first  time  upwards,    through    the    pouch    of    pro- 

unable  to  return  it  as  heretofore  by  lying  lapsed  vagina  into  the  pelvis ;  and  as  this 

down  and  using  pressure;  but  thinking  moved,  the  vagina  folded  in  and  followed, 

that  after  a  night's  rest  she  should  succeed  the  thick  and  unpliable  condition  of  which 

in  doing  so,  she  allowed  it  to  remain  until  was  a  main    obstacle  to  the  operation, 

the  following  morning,  when  her  attempts  You  saw  that  we  did  not  wait  until  the 

proved  equiuly  fruitless ;  and  it  has  con-  ulceration  of  the  vagina  had  healed,  to  ef- 

tinued  unreduced  ever  since,  the  swelling  feet  the  reduction ;  occasioned,  as  this  nl- 

having  in  the  interim  greatly  increased  in  ceration  chiefly  was,  by  the  unuatural  situ- 

size.  ation  of  the  parts,  it  would  heal  sooner 

The  pathology  of  the  case  you  have  no  when  this  was  remedied.     I  may  mention 

doubt  comprehended.    The.  uterus,  wholly  that  you  are  not  to  be  discouraged  from  at- 

prolapsed,    was    contained    in    a    pouch  tempting  reduction  by  tlie  length  of  time 

formed  by  the  prolapsed  and  everted  va-  the  prolapsus  uteri  has  existed.     Sabatier, 

gina,  the  surface  of  which,  from  exposure  in  his   Memoir  (m   this  subject,    in  the 

to  the  air,  had  lost  the  appearance  of  a  Memoirs  of  the  French  Academy  of  Sur- 

mucous  membrane,  and  assumed  a  tegu-  gery,  relates  a  case  where  a  uterus  which 

mentary  character;  and  from  the  conti-  had  remained  prolapsed  for  four  years  was 

nued  operation  of  the  same  cause,  the  fric-  reduced  in  eight  days, 
tion  of  the  clothes,  &c.,  inflammation  and        When  the  uterus  had  been  replaced,  and 

ulceration  of  it  had  taken  place.     TJie  we  had  the  oppoitunity  of  examining  the 

pouch  of  the  everted  vagina  contained,  in  condition  of  the  parts  at  the  entrance  of 

addition  to  the  uterus,  at  least  a  part  of  the  vulva,  we  found  our  patient  to  have  a 

the  bladder,  and  probably  a  portion  of  in-  much  more  serious  affliction  than  the  pro- 

testine.  lapsus  uteri.     There  was  no  longer  a  par- 

Procidentia  uteri  is  said  to  occur  in  two  tition  between  tlie  rectum  and  the  vagina ; 

ways — either  by  prolapsus  of  the  vagina  the  perineum  had  been  lacerated  through 

taking  place  ^rst,  which,  gradually  de-  its  whole  extent;  the  laceration  extending 

scending,  at  length  drags  the  uterus  with  through  the  anus  a  little  way  into  the  rec- 

it;  or,  what  is  more  common,  the  uterus  tum;  and  it  was  owing  to  this  laceration 

descends,  and  drags  the  vagina  afier  it  of  nart  of  the  bowel  that  eversion  and 

In  the  case  of  Gunnell,  this  probably  oc-  prolapsus  of  its  mucous  membrane  had 

curred    from  the    accident  having  taken  taken  place,  for  this  did  not  exist  poste- 

1)lace  in  the  puerperal  state,  when  the  re-  riorly.    The  reaaan  why  all  attempts  had 

axed  condition  of  the  passages,  the  short-  failed  to  keep  up  the  uterus  by  means  of 

ening  and  dilatation  of  the  vafina  theo  pessaries  was  now  explained ;  and  on  in^ 

existing,    with  the  weight  of  tlie  uterus  quiring  of  the  patient  when  this  accident 

itself,  all  tend  to  facilitate  it.  had  occurred,  !«he  stated  that  it  wan  during 

In  the  trtaimeui  two  points  were  to  be  her  last  labour.  There  seemed  to  ha«  c  been 
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nothing  unnatural  in  this;  she  was  at-  being  any  tension  or  stretching  of   the 

tended  by  a  female,  who,  thoagh  in  the  parts;    these  come  readily  ioto  contact. 

room,  was  not  with  her  exactly  at  the  and  no  straining  or  stretching  is  required 

moment    when    the    child's    head     was  to  bring  them  so.     When  I  find,  then,  M. 

bom ;  she  herself  was  not  conscious  that  Dieffenbach  using  four  hare-lip  pins,  as 

any  thing   unusual    had    occurred,    and  well  as  the  lateral  incisions,  I  cannot  help 

it  was  not  until  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  believing  that  the  kind  of  suture,  by  keep- 

after    that  she    ascertained    (to  use  her  ing  the  raw  surfaces  more  extensivelv  and 

own    language)  that  she   "  was  broke."  steadily  in  contact,  had  as  much  inifuence 

Although  the  laceration  extended  into  the  in  the  success  of  the  operation  as  the  in. 

bowel,  she  stated  that  she  possessed  the  cisions.    I  do  not  mean,  however,  to  deny 

power  of  retaining  her  faeces,  but  she  add-  that  these  lateral  incisions  will  be  of  ter- 

edy  that  when  she  had  a  call  to  have  a  mo-  vice  if  the  interrupted  suture  is  employed ; 

tion,  this  sometimes  followed  so  rapidly  for  by  setting  the  parts  free,  and  rendering 

that  she  had  not  time  to  prepare  for  it.  them  less  susceptible  of  disturlMmce  by 

In  order  to  effect  the  second  object  of  motion,  union  will  be  facilitated.  If,  how- 

our  treatment — namely,  to  retain  the  ute-  ever,  by  any  kind  of  suture,  the  raw  sur- 

ru8  after  the  prolapsus  was  reduced — it  faces  can   be    kept  completely,    unifonnly^ 

was  evident  that  we  must  primarily  endea-  and  permanently  in  contact,  the  success  of 

vonr  to  remedy  the  state  of  parts  which  the  operation  would  probably  be  as  great 

was  now  displayed.    To  do  this,  you  ar^  without    the  incision  as  with  it.      The 

probably  aware  that  an  operation,*  on  the  quilled  suture  seems  to  attain  these  ob- 

same  principle  as  that  for  hare-lip,  has  jects. 

been  performed ;  the  edges  of  the  cica-  The  success  of  every  operation,  you  are 
trized  rent  in  the  perineum  are  pared  off,  well  aware,  gentlemen,  depends  very  much 
and  the  raw  edges  brought  together  by  on  the  condition  ofthe patient;  and  that  of 
suture.  F'or  manv  years,  the  suture  em-  Gnnnell  was  not  such  as  to  lead  me  to  put 
ploTcd,  both  in  tois  and  other  countries,  the  proposed  one  in  practice  immediately. 
had  been  the  common  interrupted  one ;  The  abdomen  or  pelvis  did  not  appear  to 
but  with  so  little  success  that  many  sur-  be  readily  reconciled  to  its  renewed  occu- 
geons  have  thought  it  useless  to  attempt  pancy  by  the  uterus;  .for  the  return  of  this 
the  operation.  To  remedy  this,  a  Prussian  occasioned  feelings  of  uneasiness  and  pain, 
surgeon  (M.  Dieffenbach),  a  few  years  ago,  which  continued  for  some  time,  and  were 
suggested  another  method  of  operating,  relieved  by  cupping  on  the  loins,  castor 
which  he  had  practised  with  success,  oil,  &c.  The  state  of  the  vagina,  too,  was 
Having  pared  the  sides  of  the  cleft,  he  such  as  to  require  that  some  time  should 
makes  one  stitch  of  interrupted  suture  in  elapse,  by  which  it  might  get  into  a  more 
the  middle,  and  then  introduces  two  hare-  healthy  state ;  the  patient  was  therefore 
lip  pins  with  the  twisted  suture  ante-  continued  in  bed  for  a  month  before 
rior,  and  two  posterior  to  this;  and  any  thing  further  was  attempted.  Low 
lastly,  makes  a  curved  incision  through  diet  was  resumed  a  few  days  before 
the  'integuments  on  each  side  of  tbe  the  operation;  and  as  it  was  desirable 
united  cleft  in  the  perineum,  so  as  that  the  bowels  should  be  kept  in  a 
in  some  measure  to  insulate  this,  and  state  of  perfect  quietude  for  some  days 
free  it  from  all  tension  and  stretching,  afterwards,  tbev  were  now  well  cleared 
Af.  Dieffenbach  relates  two  successful  out  As  regaraed  the  state  of  the  parts 
cases  of  this  operation,  which  has  been  more  immediately  concerned,  from  the 
repeated,  with  an  equally  favourable  many  years  which  had  elapsed  since  the 
result^  hy  Mr.  North.  I  was  about  to  occurrence  of  the  accident,  the  lips  of 
try  it  in  this  case,  when  Mr.  Lonsdale,  the  rent  of  the  perineum  were  in  a 
a  late  intelligent  house-surgeon  of  favourable  state  ;  they  were  generally 
this  hospital,  who  had  just  returned  smooth  and  pliable,  with  only  at  one 
from  Paris,  informed  me  that  he  had  part  some  degree  of  induration ;  indeed, 
either  seen  M.  Roux  operate,  or  a  case  so  completely  had  their  surfaces  assumed 
in  which  M.  Roux  had  operated  with  sue-  the  character  of  the  adjoining  parts,  that 
cess,  by  means  of  the  quilled  suture;  and  it  required  close  observation  to  oistinguish 
having  at  the  same  time  met  with  an  ac-  their  limits  from  those  of  the  vulva  gene- 
count  of  this  snigeon's  operations  (four  of  rally.  The  operation  was  performed  on 
which  had  been  successful)  in  Dr.  John-  the  2d  instant;  the  surfaces  of  the  cica- 
son's  jonmal,  I  determined  to  adopt  it  trized  cleft  in  the  perineum  were  shaved 
here.  This  operation  by  the  quilled  suture  off  to  a  considerable  extent,  the  raw  sur- 
bad  proved  at  least  equally  effectual,  and  faces  on  each  side  having  tlie  shape  of  an 
certainly  was  less  severe  than  M.  Dieffen-  iriegular  right-angled  triangle,  one  side 
b«eb'8.  In  considering,  too,  the  causes  of  of  which,  corresponding  to  tlic  raphe  of 
failure  of  the  common  interrupted  suture,  the  perineum,  was  mure  than  an  incn  and 
I  cannot  think  lliat  thi«  is  owing  to  there  a  quarter  in  length,  and  the  pcrpeudicular. 
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that  next  the  rectum,  was  three  quarter;  also  of  pain  in  the  ncrineuni,  particularly 

of  an  inch  in  height ;   the  anterior  angle  on  coughing,  hut  the  abdomen  was  soft, 

(if  it  may  be  so  called),  was  rounded,  or  and  not  tender  to  pres^^ure.     Six  drachms 

open.     Three  ligatures  were  introduced,  of   castor    oil    were    giren  immediately, 

for  the  purposes  of  the  quilled  suture.    In  which  operated  freely  seTeral  times  in  the 

placing  these,  the  points  of  the  needles  course  of  the  day;    but  in  the  evening, 

were  entered  at  the  distance  fully  of  an  finding  the  pain  had  not  materially  abated, 

inch  from  the  edge  of  the  rent,  on  one  and  the  pulse  still  frequent  and  resisting, 

side  carried  from  without  inwards  deep  sixteen  ounces  of  blood  were  taken  b? 

into  the  wound,  and  brought  out  from  yenesection,  and  two  grains  of  calomel, 

within  outwards  on  the  other,  at  an  equal  with  a  quarter  of  a  grain  of  opium,  were 

distance.    This  is  the  only  troublesome  ordered,  to  be  continued  every  three  hours, 

part  of  the  operation,  from  the  involuntaiy  if  not  followed  by  purging, 

retraction  of  the  parts  by  the  patient,  the  On  the  morning  of  the  fifth  day  the  pain 

difficulty  of  turning  the  needles  being  in-  was  relieved,  though  not  removed  ;    the 

creased.    A  piece  of  bougie  was  now  intro-  blood  drawn  yesteraaT  was  buflfed.  Having 

duced  into  the  loops  of  the  ligatures  on  one  been  purged  by  the  pills,  they  were  omitted 

side,  and  the  other  extremity  of  these  being  after  the  second  dose,  and  five  grains  of 

tied  over  another  piece  of  bougie  on  the  hyd.  c  creta  substituted.    The  state  of  the 

opposite  one  of  the  wound,  the  surfaces  of  parts   in    the  perineum,  as   seen  exter- 

this  were  brought  nicely  and  firmly  into  nally,  was  promising;   but  as  the  pieces 

contact    M.  R^ux  alleges,  that  in  using  of  bougie  seemed  now  a  source  of  uneasi- 

the  quilled  suture,  the  wound  on  its  outer  ness,  Uie  loops  of  the  ligatures  were  cut, 

edge  gapes  a  little.    This  certainly  did  not  and  the  former  were  removed,  the  ligatures 

occur  in  the  present  instance ;  but  in  case  not  being  withdrawn  until  the  following 

that  it  should,    I  adopted    his  plan  of  day,  the  sixth  after  the  operation, 

causing  each  needle,  as  it  carried  the  double  On  a  close  examination,  on  the  eighth 

ligature  to  take  a  single  thread  with  it,  day,  the  parts  were  found  to  be  perfectly 

and  these  three  single  threads  being  in,  united,  and  to  the  extent  of  an  inch  and  a 

were  now  tied  across  the  wound,  as  so  quarter  in  length  from  before  backwards, 

many  points  of  the  interrupted  suture.  In  this  instance,  also,  as  in  all  the  cases  of 

On  being  sent  to  bed,  the  patient  was  MM.  Dieffenbach    and    Ronx,  a    point 

desired  to  keep  as  quiet  as  possible,  and  to  n^t  the  anus,  that  corresponding  to  the 

take  care  and  retain  her  thighs  in  appo-  cleft  in  the  bowel<  did  not  unite  in  the 

sition.    For  some  days  subsequently  the  first  instance,  and  it  still  exists,  though  it 

bladder  was  daily  emptied  by  means  of  seems  contracting;    according  to  the  ex^ 

the  catheter,  not  on  account  of  any  in-  perience  of  these  gentlemen,  it  will  gra- 

ability  on  her  part,  but  to  prevent    the  dually  heal,  which  process  we  are  endea- 

nrine  coming  in  contact  with  the  surfaces  vouring  to  promote  by  touching  it  with 

of  the  wound.  the  nitrate  of  silver. 

The  day  alter  the  operation  she  com-  The  success  of  the  operation,  then,  as 
plained  of  pain  in  the  lower  part  of  the  regards  the  rent  of  the  perineum,  has 
abdomen  ;  the  pulse  was  frequent,  and  been  complete, — as  complete,  in  this  case, 
somewhat  resisting :  she  was  therefore  let  as  those  of  the  surgeon  whose  method  of 
blood  from  the  arm.  operating  was  adopted ;  and  we  may  con- 
On  the  second  day,  the  parts  included  gratulate  ourselves  on  this,  not  only  as 
between  the  pieces  of  bougie  were  swollen ;  remedying  a  very  distressing  infirmity, 
and  as  the  outer  edges  of  the  wound  were  but  also  as  being  a  most  important  step 
adherent,  I  cut  the  three  single  threads.  gained  in  our  attempts  at  preventing  the 
On  the  third  day  she  complained  of  return  of  that  displacement  of  the  uterus 
pain  in  the  perineum  and  lower  part  of  for  which  the  patient  originally  sought 
the  belly.  There  was  some  oozing  of  our  assistance.  I  mean,  that  by  this  re- 
purulent  matter  from  around  the  Itga-  union  of  the  rent  perineum  we  have  ob- 
tares,  and  more  frequency  and  firmness  tained  (to  be  used,  if  necessary,  and  in  due 
of  pulse  than  I  liked ;  so  I  had  her  again  time)  a  support  for  a  pessary.  But  I  hope 
blra  to  fourteen  ounces,  and  desired  an  we  may  have  derived  other  advantages 
enem%to  be  administered  in  four  hours,  if  from  the  inflammation  which  followed 
the  pain  was  not  relieved.  the  operation, — inflammation  which  I  be- 
On  visiting  her  early  in  the  morning  lleve  to  have  been  seated  in  the  diseased 
of  the  fourth  day,  I  found  that  the  vagina,  and  which,  diough  it  gave  me 
enema  had  been  given  the  preceding  even-  some  anxiety  lest  it  should  extend  to  more 
ing,  and  had  brought  away  a  motion ;  important  parts,  and  get  beyond  our  con- 
and  Mr.  Elwyn,  finding  the  pain  still  trol,  yet  of  which,  tractable  as  it  proved, 
continued,  gave  her  five  grains  of  calomel  I  have  not  rmetted  the  occurrence.  In 
and  one  of  opium  at  bed-time.  She  consequence  of  this  inflammation,  1  hope 
still  complained  of  the  same  pain,  and  the  vagina  may  have  now  become  reunited 
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in  its  attachment  to  the  parts   in  the.  operating,  however,  which  is  to  be  kq>t 

pelris,  and  that  an  obstacle  is  thns  placed  in  recollection,  when  you  are  called  upon 

to  its  re-descent  to  operate  rery  sOon  after  the  occurrence  of 

Before  leaving  this  subject,  I  may  state  strangulation. 
that  it  has  sometimes  been  a  question  The  bowel  was  'considerably  inflamed, 
whether  re-nnion  of  the  perineum  lace-  and  red  seroos  fluid  flowed  from  the  cavity 
rated  daring  labour  should  be  immediately  of  the  abdomen  on  its  being  redu<^ :  ai- 
attempted  or  not, — a  question  which  seems  though  copious  motions  were  obtained  in  a 
to  have  arisen  from  the  fVequent  failure  of  few  hours  after  the  operation,  the  indica- 
the  attempts  to  effect  this  by  the  inter-  tions  of  peritonitis  continued  and  increased, 
rapted  sQtnre^  and  these  failures  being  at-  requiring  venesection  at  night,  and  again 
tribnted  in  part  to  a  wrong  source.  An  the  following  morning.  After  this  second 
andoe  importance  has  been  attached  to  bleeding,  and  although  the  bowels  were 
the  inflnenoe  of- the  lochial  discharges  in  being  freely  moved,  the  pain  and  tender- 
preventing  this  re-union :  we  do  not  And  ness  of  the  abdomen,  increased  by  pres- 
that,  either  in  Ae  child  or  the  adult,  the  sure,  still  continued,  with  an  anxious 
snecess  of  the  operation  for  hare  lip  or  countenance  and  diy  tongue.  The  patient, 
cancer,  is  prevented  by  the  flow  of  saliva,  who  was  feeble,  and  had  been  previously 
or  the  introduction  of  liquid  food ;  and  an  invalid,  would  not  have  borne  further 
probably  because,  by  the  suture  we  em*  general  depletion ;  and  I  was  unwilling 
ploy,  the  raw  surfaces  are  so  kept  in  con-  to  apply  leeches,  because  I  have  seldom 
tact  that  these  fluids  do  not  reach  them,  seen  them  of  positive  advantage  in  these 
Now,  what  the  twisted  suture  does  for  the  cases,  and  think  I  have  seen  their  ap- 
lip,  the  quilled  suture  would  appear  to  do  plication  (no  doubt  from  the  cold  and 
for  the  perineum ;  and  therefore,  although  slopping  which  attends  it)  do  harm.  I 
a  lacerated  wound  is  not  in  so  favourable  a  therefore  now  ordered  three  grains  of  opium 
condition  for  union  as  an  incised  one,  yet,  to  be  administered ;  and  when  I  returned, 
considering  that  you  have  a  raw  surface  four  hours  subsequently,  to  see  the  patient, 
ready  made,  and  'that  without  cutting,*-  her  expression  was  that  she  now  felt  herself 
that  sach  surface  has  repeatedly  united,  in  heaven,  the  relief  which  she  had  expe- 
and  considering  the  importance  of  an  im-  rienced  had  been  so  striking.  As  pain  and 
mediate  core— -I  think  you  will  agree  with  tenderness  still  however  existed,  two  addi- 
me,  it  would  be  advisable  to  try  the  tional  grains  of  opium  were  given ;  and 
quilled  suture,  as  a  simple,  and  even  in  on  the  succeeding  morning,  our  fears  as  re- 
the  pnerperal  state,  a  safe  means,  for  ob-  garded  the  success  of  the  case  were  in  a 
taining  a  most  important  end.  great  measure   removed ;   she  has   nn6e 

continued  to  do  well.    I  have  thought  it 

opEaATiON  poa  FEMORAL  HEBNiA-^PERi-  nght  to  uotico  to  you  the  advantages  of  a 

TOM iTis.— UTILITY  OF  LARGE  DOSES  OF  large  dose  of  oplum  in  this  case,  as  I  be- 

opim .  lieve  its  employment  in  i>eritoniti8,  after  the 

In  alluding  to  Cox's  case,  that  of  fe-  operation  for  hernia,  is  not  very  general. 

mofral  hernia,  operated  upon  a  fortnight  You  will  recollect,  h<mever,  gentlemen,  the 

ago,  I  may  advert  to  two  cireumstanoes  circumstances    under  which  it  was  em- 

attniding  it.    The  patient  was  admitted  ployed. 

at  noon  on  Tlmrsday,  the  hernia  having 

been    incarcerated    from    the  preceding     

Tuesday :  attempts  had  been  made  to  re- 

dace  it  on  the  Wednesday,  to  facilitate  l>K.  RlOBY'S 

:S;*be'!?'u^'^t;'^^^                It  MIDWIFERYHOSPITALREPORTS. 

performed  immediately  on  the  patient's  general  lyino-in  hospital. 

entrance.    There  was  no  serum  m  the  sac, 

and  the  contents,  a  loop  of  bowel,  was  ad-  [Continoed  from  p.  356.] 

berent  ahnost  tfaronghout  to  the  sac,  but  — :^ 

ao    recent    as  to  allow  the  latter  to  be 

peeled     off.      When    the    stricture   was  uterine  HwEmorrhage. 

dirided,   one    end    of    the    bowel    was  A  considerable  number  of  cases  attended 

readily  returned ;  but  although  the  aper-  with  haemorrhage  have  occurred  during 

tare  was  now  free,  the  other  could  not  the  year;  of  these  it  came  on  fc^bre  labour 

be  reduced  until  it  was  pulled  down  a  in  only  one  instance  to  such  an  extent  as 

little,  when,  either  in  consequence  of  some  to  be  worth  noticing. 

adhesion  being  thus  destroyed,  or  a  twist  Oct.  2d. — Mary  Mahonv,  SBt.  '26,  deli- 

altered,  this  end  was  also  easily  returned,  vered  of  a  girl;  ninth  child;  first  position. 

This  case,    then,  was  not  one  in  which  Came  into  the  hospital  last  night  with 

the  operation  could  have  been  performed  slight  pains.  About  U  she  got  u\i  to  walk 

without  opening  the  8ac,^a  method  of  about,  when  she  was  suddenly  seized  with 


332  DR.  IHGBy's  midwifery  REPORTS. 

a  profuse  haemorrhage,  which  in  less  tt^an  liq.  aot  tart.  |||xxv.  was  given,  and  a 
a  minute  filled  a  chamber-pot  more  than  copious  perspiration  followed.  The  bowels 
half  full,  and  covered  the  floor  around,  not  opetating,  an  enema  was  given  at  12, 
She  was  placed  upon  the  labour-bed,  and  which  produced  a  large  costive  evacuation, 
kept  as  cool  as  possible ;  some  rinegar  and  and  the  bowels  were  again  opened  at  1. 
water  was  thrown  up  the  vagina,  and  a  This  produced  much  relief,  and  she  slept 
cold  sponge  applied  to  the  vulva  by  the  from  two  till  five,  when  I  saw  her.  On 
midwife.  When  I  arrived,  the  haemor-  waking,  she  was  much  confused,  and  had 
rhage  had  ceased;  the  os  uteri  was  open;  a  wild  expression.  Pulse  133,  soft;  skin 
the  head,  and  membranes  filled  with  dry,  and  very  hot ;  tongue  dry  in  the  mid- 
liquor  amnii,  presenting.  Pains  were  die;  much  headache.  The  magnesian 
coming  on  briskly ;  the  membranes  burst,  mixture  and  liq.  antim.  tart,  was  repeated 
and  a  large  quantity  of  liquor  amniij  twice,  producing  a  free  perspiration  and 
tinged  with  blood,  escaped ;  an  immense  relief  in  the  boweh,  which  eased  ber 
head  followed,  and  as  large  a  child  in  pro-  greatly.  Pulse  120 ;  feels  easy, 
portion :  it  weighed  ten  pounds.  The  It  has  been  a  subject  of  some  confro- 
placenta  was  also  very  large,  and  much  versy,  whether  we  are  to  hasten  the  expul- 
lobulated.  sion  of  the  placenta  upon  the  appearance 

This  is  a  case  of  that  species  of  haemor.  of  haemorrhage  or  not  The  old  plan  of 
rhage  occurring  before  labour  which  my  pulling  away  the  placenta  immediately 
father  has  termed  aecidentalf  to  distin-  after  the  birth  of  the  child  cannot  be  too 
guish  it  from  that  form  of  unawidabU  hsB-  strongly  deprecated ;  but  the  other  ex- 
morrhage  which  Results  from  the  placenta  treme  is  quite  as  objectionable.  The  ap- 
being  upon  the  os  uteri;  and  if  it  had  re-  pearanoe  of  haemorrhage  shews  that  a 
turned,  would  have  been  quickly  stopped  separation  of  the  placenta  from  the  uterus 
by  rupturing  the  membranes.  A  considera-  has  taken  place ;  and  we  may  generally 
bie  portion  of  the  placenta  must  have  been  form  a  tolerably  correct  idea  of  the  extent 
detached  from  the  uterus ;  but  although  I  to  which  this  has  gone  by  the  degree  of  the 
examined  it  afterwards,  I  could  not  ascer-  haemorrhage.  Whenever  this  is  at  all  pro- 
lain  the  extent  of  the  separation,  fuse,  and  especially   if  the  placenta  be 

2d  July,  1833. — Sarah  Buchan,  set  37,  within  reach,  there  can  be  no  question  as 

delivered  of  a  girl ;    eighth  child  ;   third  to  the  propriety,  and  even  necessity,  of  re. 

position ;    twins  in  her   last  pr^ni&iicy*  moving  it  as  soon  as  possible.    Where  it 

Felt  the  diverging  edges  of  the  lambdoidal  is    not    within    reach,  and  haemorrhage 

suture  towards  the  right  sacro-iliac  syn-  comes  on,  our  practice  must  be  chiefly 

cfaondrosis,  and  could  only  reach  the  edge  guided  by  the    state    of   contraction   in 

of  the  anterior  fontanelle* forwards,  and  to  which  we  find  the  uterus :  if  it  be  soft  and 

the  left.  large,  our  first  object  ronst  be  to  excite  it 

A  considerable  haemorrhage  followed  the  to  contract,  by  means  of  circular  friction, 

birth  of  the  child.     The  uterus  was  hard,  sudden  cold,  &c.  which  will  seldom  fail  to 

but  still  the  blood  flowed  profusely.    The  bring  the  placenta  into  the  vagina.  Where, 

placenta  being  within  reach,  I  tried  to  however,  the  placenta  is  beyond  the  reach 

bring  it  down,  but  it  required  some  force  of  our  finger,  the  uterus  hard  and  firm,  and 

to  make  it  stir.    A  very  large  placenta  our    patient    still  continues  to  flood,  it 

followed ;  the  uterus  contracted  hard,  and  shews  one  of  two  states  to  be  present : 

seemingly  small,  but  a  slight  haemorrhage  either  there  is    anormal    contraction    of 

continued ;  a  large  coaguTum  came  away,  the  uterus  (hour-glass),    which  prevents 

and  it  stopped.     In  a  few  minutes  a  slight  the  placenta  coming  away,  or  the  placenta 

trickling  of  blood  again  appeared,  although  itself  is  partially  or  whoUv  attached  to  the 

the  uterus  was  quite  hard  and  small :  it  uterus  by  a  pretematu rally  firm  adhesion ; 

continued,  in  spite  of  cold  vinegar  cloths  in  either  of  these  cases  it  will  be  necessisjry 

to  the  abrlomen  and  loins,  a  dose  of  ergot  to  introduce  the  hand  for  its  expulsion :  but 

of  rye,  and  injection  of  cold  water.    Find-  for  a  further  consideration  of  this  subject, 

ing  these  measures  produce  no  effect  in  I  must  refer  to  the  next  case.    It  not  nn- 

stopping  this  dischaige,  I  examined,  and  frequently  happens,  that  after  the  expul- 

having  extracted  a  long  slender  coagulum,  sion  of  the  placenta,  a  trickling  of  blood 

it  stopped  permanently.  continues,  although  the  utenis  be  firm, 

July  4th. 'Has  felt  quite  easy ;  bowels  hard  contracted,  and  apparently  little, 
open  twice  yesterday.  Milk  appeared  if  at  all,  larger  than  it  ought  to  be. 
copiously  this  morning.  Complained  of  The  usual  remedies  for  stopping  haemor* 
headache  after  breakfast,  and  at  11  was  rhage  fail  here;  and  where  this  is  the 
seized  with  a  shivering  fit,  with  further  in-  case,  we  may  be  almost  certain  that 
crease  of  headau^he.  A  linseed-m^  poul-  the  uterus  is  prevented  from  com- 
tioe  was  applied  to  the  abdomen  to  induce  plete  contraction  by  the  presence  of  co- 
sweating,  there  being  much  febrile  heat  agula  in  its  cavity.  The  hand  is  sel- 
A  dose  of  magnes.  carb.  and  sulph.  with  dom  required  to  be  introduced  for  their 
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TcmoTft] ;  the  fint  and  second  finger,  acting  buted  by  them  to  be  produced  by  the  con- 

as  a  forceps,  are  generally  sufficient ;  for,  traction  of  the  os  ateri :  thas,  for  instance, 

as  soon  as  we  succeed  in  stirring  the  clot,  Baudelocciue  considers  that  the  circle  of 

the  uterus  usually  contracts  and  expels  it.  fibres  which  corresponds  to  the  os  uteri 

The  febrile  attack  from  which  she  suffered  internum,     being    proportionably    more 

afterwards,  was  a  form  which  was  Fcry  stretched    during  labour   than  the  other 

freralent  during  the  summer  months;  but  parts  of  the  uterus,  is  likewise  more  dis- 

shall  delay  making    any  observations  posed  to  contract.      W.  J.  Schmitt,    of 

nnpu  it  until  I  come  to  the  puerperal  Vienna,  even  goes  furthct,  and  asserts  that 

anections.  the  stricture  is  formed  by  the  os  uteri 

15th  March  1833.— Mrs.  Neehan,  out-  externum.  This  I  am  inclined  to  doubt; 
patient,  ast  29;  second  pregnancy ;  aborted  but  I  am  perfectly  convinced  that  in  many 
in  her  first  at  the  third  month.  The  mid-  cases  it  is  produced  by  the  os  uteri  inter- 
wife  says  that  she  had  pretty  brisk  pains  num,  as  described  by  Baudelocque.  A 
«m  the'  12th.  Scarcely  any  liq.  amnii.  case  of  this  sort,  which  occurred  in  the 
Head  near  the  inferior  aperture  of  the  practice  of  Professor  Naegele,  and  was  com - 
pelris ;  slight  swelling  of  the  scalp ;  pains  municated,  at  my  request,  to  the  Medical 
ineffective;  quite  inarticulate  from  hoarse-  Gazette,  January  10,  1829,  by  my  friend, 
ness.  Being  a  stout,  plethoric  young  Dr.  Merriman,  'bears  a  striking  resem- 
woman,  the  pulse  quick,  the  vagina  hot,  blance,  in  many  points,  to  the  one  I  have 
&C.,  r  bled  her  from  a  large  orifice  to  now  recorded. "  In  all  the  cases  which  I 
about  S'^^iii**  ^^^  ^^^^  passed  Dr.  Hop-  had  hitherto  had  the  opportunity  of  ob- 
Idns's  forceps,  which  at  first  did  not  pass  sening,  I  had  found  that  the  stricture  was 
easily,  from  the  head  being  firmly  pressed  as  described  by  Baudelocoue ;  and  in  my 
against  the  bones  of  the  inferior  aperture,  own  mind  felt  convinced  tnat  this  was  the 
The  head  at  first  did  not  stir ;  but  a  se-  real  state  of  things  in  hour-glass  con- 
cond  traction  brought  it  more  suddenly  traction;  but,  in  the  present  case,  the 
than  I  had  expected,  and  a  portion  of  the  stricture  was  too  distinctly  above  the  os 
perineum  was  lacerated:  the  rest  of  the  uteri  to  allow  me  to  doubt  for  a  moment; 
child  followed  easily ;  but  although  the  and  when  we  recollect  that  the  placenta 
fundus  uteri  became  hard,  still  it  was  very  adhered  to  the  fundtis,  and  that  its  lower 
high,  and  distant  from  the  pubes,  and  the  portion  was  included  in  the  strictute, 
placenta  did  not  stir.  After  waiting  some  there  is  greater  reason,  I  think,  for  sup- 
time,  I  was  obliged  to  introduce  my  hand,  posing  that  the  stricture  was  in  the  body 
when  I  found  a  stricture  of  the  upper  part  of  the  uterus. 

of  the  body  girding  the  lower  portion  of  The  nature  of  these  preternatural  adhe- 

the  placenta.    The  whole  surface  adhered  sions  between  the  uterus  and  placenta  is 

very  strongly ;  and  at  last,  after  a  consider-  not  very  correctly  understood ;  nor  do  I 

able  effort,  it  gave  way.    The  whole  cir-  know  of  any  instance  where  they  have 

cumference  of  the  placenta  was  entire ;  been   properly    examined    by  dissection : 

but  in  the  thickest  part,  corresponding  to  they  hav«  been  generally  considered  to  be 

the  insertion  of  the  cord,  the  placenta  pre-  the  result  of  an  inflammatory  action  of 

sented  a  deep  excavation,  showing  that  a  the  uterus  at  this  point;  but  it  is  a  mere 

large  portion  had  been  torn  out,  and  left  opinion,  unsupported  as  yet  by  any  facts, 

behind.    No  hemorrhage  followed.  The  portion  of  placenta  which  was  left  ad- 

March  I6th. — Has  passed  an  easy  tran-  hering  to  the  uterus  was  very  considerable, 

quil  night;  no  pain ;  discharge  moderate,  being  at  least  one-third  of  the  whole  mas*;; 

March  18th. — Bowels  opened  twice  by  a  and,  if  I  had  not  been  aware  of  the  ab- 

saline  laxative ;  no  pain  ;  quite  comfort-  sorbent  action  of  the  uterus  upon  the  pla- 

able ;  discharge  moderate ;  no  fcBtor.   Says  centa,  when  retained  for  a  certain  time, 

that  about  three  weeks  ago  ^he  had  a  fall,  I  should  have  been  induced  to  pass  my 

by  which  she  bruised  her  elbow  severely,  hand  again,  and  attempt  the  separation  of 

but  did  not  strike  the  abdomen.  this  portion ;  but  feeling  quite  convinced 

March  24th.— Feels  quite  easy.    Lochia  of  it,  from  the  numerous  facts  recorded  by 

paring,  but  without  fcBtor;  no  pain  what-  Dr.   Salomon,  of  Leyden,    NaegeU,  an^ 

ever :  nolhiug  totid  ha*  come  away,  others,    I  considered  myself  justified   in 

This  case  is  interesting  for  several  rea-  leaving   the  rest  of   the  case  to  nature. 

wtnuL    The  exact  nature  of  hour-glass  eon-  There  was  no  fcetor  of  the  lochia,  which 

traction  of   the  uterus  has   been  by  no  throughout  were  sparing :  it  was  also  as- 

meana  a  settled  point  among  accoucheurs:  certained,  beyond  fJl  doubt,  that  no  solid 

it  has  been  calleid  hour-gkuu  contraetum  in  substance  had  passed, 

this  country,  from  the  uterus  being  sup-  Cases  of  abortion  every  now  and  then 

posed  to  be  spastically  contracted  in  the  occur,  where  the  embryo  has  escaped,  but 

middle,  as  if  girt  by  a  tight  ring.    This  where  the  secundines  'have  not  appeared: 

&ct,  however,  has  been  called  in  question  and  where  no  trace  whatever  of  tnem  has 

by  several  authors  of  high  rank  in  the  pro-  been  observed  afterwards.     After  a  time 

fessiony  and  the  stricture  has  Upen  attri-  the  catamenia  have  returned ;  and,  in  se- 
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veral  instances,  tlie  patient  has  again  be-  when  speaking  of  Sarah  Buchan*s  ca<«. 

come    pregnant,    without    any    peculiar  One  great  object,  after  the  expulsion  of 

symptoms.  the  placenta,  is  to  induce  firm  contraction 

Cases  ha^e  been  recorded,  where  the  of  the  uterus;  and  it  is  of  great  import- 
whole  or  portions  of  the  placenta  have  ance  that  we  should  be  acquainted  with  a 
been  retained  for  seyeral  days,  and  which  number  of  remedies  for  this  purpose,  in 
have  been  expelled  without  any  sign  of  order  that  if  one  fail,  we  may  have  the 
putridity ;  their  surface  and  edges  smooth,  chance  of  succeeding  with  another.  Fric- 
and  rounded  off  b»  the  action  of  absorption,  tion  of  the  abdomen  has  lately  been  held 

Dr.  Denman  has  given  a  case  where  up  as  being  prelWable  to  the  application 

the  placenta,    after    being   retained    fif-  of  sudden  cold :  it  is  certainly  a  valuable 

teen  days,  was  expelled  with  little  signs  remedy ;  but  it  has  been  even  recommended 

of  putrefaction,    except  upon  the  mem-  to  grasp  the  uterus  in  our  hands,  and 

branes ;  the  whole  surface  which  had  ad-  squeeze  it, — a  proceeding,  to  my  mind, 

hered  exhibiting  marks  of  fresh  separation,  highly  objectionable,  as  not  only  producing 

Dr.  Young,  professor  of  midwifery  at  much  suffering  to  the  patient,  but  also 

Edinburgh,  in  a  MS.  copy  of  his  lectures,  liable  to  injure  the  uterus  itself,  when  dis- 

which  was  taken  by  the  late  Dr.  Parry,  of  tended  with  tirm  coagula.     I  have  never 

Bath,  grives  an  interesting  case  of  this  sort  seen  any  ill  effects  produced  by  the  apnli- 

where  he  could  not  bring  away  the  pla-  cation  of  cold,  whetner  applied  externally, 

centa :  the  patient  had  been  delivered  two  or  internally  in  the  form  of   injections, 

hours,  and  the  cord  was  broken.    "  I  laid  This  latter  treatment  ought  not  to  be  had 

the  woman,"  says  Dr.  Young,  <*  upon  her  recourse  to,  unless  the  external  application 

side,  and  introduced  my  hand ;  but  could  of  cold  has  failed,  which  is  seldom  the 

not  get  hold  of  the  placenta:  I  could  get  case,  if  properly  managed.  The  mode  of  its 

my  hand  to  the  placenta,  but  no  further,  action  in  naemorrhtu^e  from  uncontracted 

the  uterus  having  formed  a  kind  of  pouch  uterus,  is  precisely  the  same  as  that  of  the 

for  it ;  so  that  at  last  I  was  obliged  to  well-known  popular  remedy  in  epistaxis, 

trust  to  nature.     What  wot  very  remarkable,  viz.  where  a  cold  key  is  put'  down  the  pa- 

ihe  placenta  never  came  away,  and  yet  the  tient's  back ;  a  sudden  shock  is  produced ; 

Koman  recfvered,^*  a  constriction  of  the  cuticular  vessels  re- 

,  A  similar  case,  where  the  whole  pla-  suits,  with  which  those  of  the  bleeding 

centa  was  absorbed,  has  been  recorded  by  parts  sympathize.     Where   we  want    to 

Professor  Salomon,  of  Leyden,  and  which  produce  the  full  effects  of  cold,  the  abdo- 

was  so  carefully  watched  as  to  prevent  any  men  should  be  dried  with  a  warm  towel 

doubt  whatever  as  to  its  correctness  and  between  every  application.    Where  this 

authenticity*.     Professor  SaJomon,  in  his  fails,  and  the  danger  is  becomiug  ui^ent, 

essay  upon  this  subject,  remarks,  that  where  and  we  have  not  the  means  of  throwing  up 

the  uterus  has  contracted  firmly  upon  the  a  cold  injection  into  the  vagina,  nothing 

placenta,  so  as  to  be  everywhere  in  close  has  so  powerful  an  effect  as  water  poured 

contact  with  it,  the  access  of  the  external  upon  the  abdomen  from  a  height :  even 

air  has  been  thereby  prevented,  and  the  where  ice  itself  has  failed,  this  has  suc- 

enclosed  mass  of  placenta  has  not  become  ceeded  instantly,  although  the  water  used 

putrid,  which  otherwise  would  have  been  for  the  purpose  has  been  of  course  many 

the  case.    *'  The  circumstance,"  says  he,  degrees  warmer.    I  believe  it  was  in  the 

"  of  the  placenta  not  becoming  putrid,  has  case  of  a  relation  of  my  own,  where  the 

served  to  protect  the  patient  from  those  valueof  this  practice  was  remarkably  illus- 

highly  dangerous  symptoms  which  have  trated  by  the  late  Dr.  Gooch :   he  had 

been  observed  in  other  cases  of  retained  received  an  urgent  message  from  a  practi- 

placenta,  as  early  as  the  eighth  day  after  tioner,  intreating  him  to  come  instantly, 

delivery ;    and  which,  under    the  above-  as  his  patient  was  flooding  to  death :  he 

mentioned  circumstances,  have  cost  the  found  her  pale  and  speechless,  and  in  the 

patient  her  life."  greatest  danger :  the  abdomen  was  covered 

I  have  dwelt  a  little  more  fully  upon  with  pounded  ice,  but  still  the  uterus  re- 
this  case,  because  the  facts  therein  stated  fused  to  contract,  and  the  fli>oding  con- 
have  met  with  but  little  notice  in  this  tinued  profusely:  he  instantly  swept  off 
country ;  but  they  are  important  in  a  prac-  the  ice  with  his  hand,  and  taking  the  ewer, 
ttcal  point  of  view,  and  deserve  attention,  which  was  filled  with  water  at  the  tern- 

The  management  of  htemorrhage  alter  peratnre  of  the  .room,  and  standing  upon 

labour  I  have  already  in  part  discussed,  the  bed,  emptied  it  upt>n  the  abdomen  of 

his  patient  from  a  considerable  height: 

•  W..™cinlng  eener  ttekte  in  het  Kr«.nib«l  ^*  *^f  *  ""[  ^"  ".'^^^  jT"  |n»Untaneous, 

verooBaakt  door  het  teragblljven  der  nsRcboorte,  ^>>o    the  Uterus  immediately  contracted, 

•n  dcMlver  gcncsloje  door  do  nataarkmcbteo.  Injections  into  the  vagina  of  cold  water, 

n?V*li1«J'"*';'.*^**^^"*.**TuP**'*"*!;»^^  w  vinegar  and  water,   are  also  a  very 

Dr.  O.  Sftlomoo,  of  Leyden  j  In  Ihe  second  Part,  .^„^-#'?I?  ».«««•  ^e  .«<x«.«L^*;.«,  •u;-  #u.««   'V 

No.  2.  of  the  OeneUkundige  Bijdnifeo   door  Powerful  means  of  cpntracUng  this  form  of 

B.  Prays  Tan  der  Hoeven,  J.  Loogcr,  &c.  hemorrl|^ge,  and  almost  certain  of  pro- 
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4aciDg  the  desired  effect:  still,  however,  form,  and  appeared  nearly  parallel  in  all 

we  occasionally  meet  with  canes,  where,  in  directions;    the  left  malar  bone  bore  a 

spite  of  all  these  means,  the  contraction  deep  depression,  where  it  had  corresponded 

was  only  temporary ;  and,  as  soon  as  the  to  the  promontory  of  the  sacrum,  which  I 

immediate  effects  of  the  shock  are  over,  could  easily  reach  with  my  finger. 

the  haemorrhage  returns  as  before.     In  March    18th.— Had  a  smart  attack  of 

this  case  I  know  of  nothing  so  certain  in  oain  in  the  abdomen,  and  much  fever, 

producing  permanent  contractions  of  the  Eighteen  leeches  were  applied,  followed  by 

oteros  as  Uie  application  of  the  child  to  a  hot  linseed  meal-poaltice ;  and  she  took 

the  mother's  breast;  but  as  I  have  very  eight  grains  of  calomel,  with  four  grains 

recently  communicated  to  you  some  obser-  of  palv.  antim. 

vations  upon  this  subject,  I  must  refer  March  19th.— Has  had  four  or  five  large 

your  readers  to  the  Gazette  (Feb.  22, 1834)  feculent  dejections :  feels  free  fVom  pain, 

for  further  particulars.  and  easy;  pulse  natural. 

March  17,  1833. — Sarah  Woods,  set.  37 ;  A    variety  of  causes    have  been   enu- 

fifth  pregnancy;  prolapsus  of  the  cord,  with  merated  as  tending  to  produce  prolapsus 

deformed  pelvis.     In  all  her  previous  preg-  of  the  cord,  but  I  suspect  that  their  num- 

nancies  the  children  have  been  bom  pre-  her  may  be  diminished  to  a  very  few.    An 

maturely,  and  dead.    Has  gone  her  full  anusual  quantity  of  liquor  amnii  is  un- 

time.     Membranes    mptured  at  6  a.m.:  doubtedly  one  of  the  most  frequent;  nor 

profuse  qnantitv  of  liquor  amnii.    Came  do  I,  indeed,  know  of  any  other  distinct 

into  the  hospital  at  eleven.    I  saw  her  at  cause.    The  uterus  is  now  so  distended, 

twelve,  and  found  a  large  coil  of  the  funis  that  the  presenting  part  of  the  child  does 

prolapsed,  which  pulsates  strongly,  but  not  fill  up  the  lower  part  of  it  sufficiently, 

onnsnally  slowly  for  the  foetal  pulse :  os  and  U)us  allows  a  portion  of  the  cord  to 

uteri  dilated  to  about  the  size  of  a  crown  prolapse.                                                     * 

piece ;  heeul  presenting,  high  up  and  move-  I  was  not  aware  how  narrow  the  antero- 

able ;  scarcely  any  pains.  posterior  diameter  of  the  upper  aperture 

Judging    that    the    fostal    circulation  was  until  I  had  turned  the  child:    the 

would  become  more  active  when  the  cord  patient  was  to  all  appearances  perfectly 

was  freed  from  the  pressure  of  the  head,  well   formed ;    and  from  her  description 

and  from  the  absence  of  pains,  I  deter-  had  given  me  the  impression  that  her  pre- 

'  mined  to  turn.    The  os  uteri  yielded ;  and  yious  labours  had  been  accompanied  with 

£a«ing    along  the  head  and  neck,   my  malposition  of  the  child ;  I  had,  therefore, 

and  came  to  a  foot,  which  I  brought  entirely  directed  my  attention  to  insinuat- 

down :  the  other  foot  came  barely  witnin  ing  my  hand  as  gently  as  possible ;  and, 

reach  to  gnup  sufficiently  firmly;    but,  from  its  being  pretty  firmW  compressed 

being  unwilling  to  increase  her  sufferings  between  the  uterus  and  diderent  parts  of 

by  passing  my  hand  up  again,  I  brought  the  chUd,  I  had  not  observed  any  devia- 

down  the  breech  in  this  manner :  it  came  tion  from  the  nat  ral  form  of  the  pelvis. 

with  a  good  deal  of  difficulty.    The  toes  If  this  point  could  have  been  ascertained, 

at  first  tnmcd  forwards ;  but  as  the  breech  it  would  have  made  no  change  in  my 

came  npon  the  perineum,  the  ri^ht  ischium  practice.    The  only  other  means  of  deli- 

tnnied    forwards;   the    pulsation  of  the  yery  which   was  justifiable  in  this  case 

cord     had    ceased,    but   still   the  whole  would  have  been  the  forceps ;  but,  in  the 

tmnk  of  the  child  as  it  advanced  became  first  place,  it  would  have  been  very  diffi- 

pnrple.    The  pains  being  slow,  I  endea-  cult  to  avoid  including  a  fold  of  the  cord ; 

voared  to  increase  them  by  a  dose  of  ergot  and,  secondly,  the  passages  not  having  had 

of  lye,  but  it  produced  very  little  effect,  the  advantage  of  being  dilated  by  the  pre- 

I  endeavoured  to  bring  down  the  arm  vious  passage  of    the  child's  body,    the 

which  was  turned  forwards,  but  could  not  head  would  have  passed  so  slowly,  and 

reaeh  it;  and  after  some  time,  brought  with  so  much  difficulty,  that  all  chance  of 

down  the  leA.    In  this  position  the  child  saving  the  child's  life  must  have  been  lost 

remained  for  some  time.     I  could  just  In  cases  where  the  membranes  have  not 

reach  the  rij^t  arm,  which  was  behind  the  yet  ruptured — where    the    passages    ara 

pnbes,  and  rather  to  the  left,  and  at  last  roomy,  the  pains  strong,  and  her  former 

succeeded  in  hooking  it  down  with  two  labours  have  been  rapid  and  easy— in  fact, 

fingers,  in  doing  which  the  humerus  broke,  where  there  is  every  reason  to  expect  a 

as  I  used  the  greater  force,  knowing,  from  ouick  labour,  the  head  may  be  allowed  to 

the  state  of  the  cord,  that  the  chnd  had  descend  into  the  pelvis,  and  when  within 

been  dead  some  little  time.     Passing  two  reach,  the  forceps  may  be  applied,  and 

fingers  into  the  month,  and  then  upon  the  labour  safely  terminated :  but  where,  from 

malar  bones,  the  head  descended  almost  the  history  of  her  former  labours,  and 

immediately,  and  came  away  very  quickly:  from  present  circumstances,  we  have  no 

the  placenta  followed  soon.    The  child's  reason  to  expect  a  quick  labour,  turning  is 

head  was  remarkably  flattened,  so  that  the  only  means  of  saving  the  child's  life. 

the  parietal  bones  had  lost  their  convex  [To  be  coutinued.] 
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A  CASE   OF  SCORCHING  BY 
ELECTRIC  FLUID. 

Bt  M.  Volpeliebe,  of  Arles. 


lately  treated  in  the  Hotel  Dieu.  The 
malady  did  not  arif  e  from  the  quantity  of 
the  shell.fish  eaten,  but  its  qnality;  and 
the  patient  (a  female)  was  affected  with 
colic,  diarrhoea,  and  Tomiting.  Bleeding 
and  large  potations^^ur  remedier  d  V^tat 
general  du.  sang  —  were  the  therapeutic 
means  employed,  and  the  woman  got  well 
in  six  days ;  the  case  being  rendered  com- 
plicated and  tedious,  as  it  is  said,  hygaMtro- 
intestinal  accidenlt. 


WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  of  BURIALS, 
From  Bills  of  Mortality,  May  27, 1834. 


Absceafl 

Age  and  Debility . 

Apoplexy      • 

Asthma 

ChlMblrth     . 

Consumption 

Constipation  oi  the 

Bowels 
Convnlnions 
DenMtion  or  Teething 
Dropsy 

Dropsy  on  the  Brain 
Dropsy  on  the  Chest 
Fever     . 
Fever,  Scarlet 
Gout      .        •        . 
Haemorrhage 
Heart,  diseased   . 


Increase  of  Burials,  as  compared  with  > 
the  preceding  week       .       .       .3 


3 

Hooping- Cough   . 

» 

64 

Inflammation 

36 

8 

Boivelsft  Stomach 

6 

10 

Brain 

It 

3 

Lungs  and  Pleura 

6 

89 

Insanity 

3 

Jaundice 

a 

1 

Lirer,  diseased 

6 

39 

Measles 

IS 

8 

Mortiflcatton 

a 

33 

Parslyiits 

4 

11 

Smoll-Poz     . 

• 

4 

Spasms 

1 

11 

Thrush 

& 

3 
3 
3 

Unknown  Causes 

77 

Stillborn      . 

ai 

6 

167 


A  VERY  delicate  woman,  68  years  of  age, 
of  a  nenroas,  bilious  temperament,  while 
closing  her  window  on  the  evening  of  26th 
of  May,   1829,  during  a  violent  thunder 
storm,  with  torrents  of  rain,  was  struck 
with   lightning.     The  electric  fluid  pro- 
ceeded from  the  iron  fastening  of  the  win- 
dow along  her  left  hand  and  sleeve,  till  it 
reached  her  shoulder,  whence  it  descended 
along  the  thorax,  abdomen,  groin,  internal 
part  of  the  thigh  and  leg,  to  the  sole  of  the 
foot,  keeping  always  on  the  same  side. 
She  fainted,  fell  backwards,  and  sustained 
a  contused  wound  in  the  occipital  region. 
After  remaining  an  hour  in  this  state  of 
stupor,  she  with   difficulty  got  up,   and 
threw  herself  on  her  bed  till  day-break, 
when  she  called  her  neighbours.     On  vi- 
siting her  soon  after,  M.  Volpeliere  found 
her  with  a  wandering  countenance,  feeble 
concentrated  pulse,  and  cold  skin.     All 
the  parts  touched  by  the  electric  fluid  were 
scorched.     In  some  places  the  epidermis 
was  raised,  and  the  thigh  presented  an 
erysipelatous    redness.       Simple    cooling 
dressings  were  applied,  and  a  stimulant 
exhibited.    On  a  second  visit,  the  strength 
was  a  little  restored.    On  exaibining  the 
patient  more  minutely,  it  appeared  that 
the  skin  had  acted  as  the  conductor  of 
electric  fluid.    The  sleeve  of  the  shirt  was 
not  burned,  except  at  the  shoulder,  where, 
at  the  time  of  the  accident,  the  arm  formed 
with  the  body  an  angle  of  46^.     She  had 
a    cloth    nn^er-vest,    lined  with  scarlet 
Wherever  the  electric  fluid  had  been  de- 
layed  for  a  longer  or  shorter  period,  the 
scars  were  larger  and  deeper.    The  wrist, 
shoulder,  and  upper  part  of  the  pelvis, 
were  severely  burned.     The  inner  surface 
of  the  thigh,  at  first  of  an  erysipelatous 
red,  presented  soon  after  the  re-action  an 
enormous  wound.    The  leg,  confined  by 
the  garter,  did  not  arrest  the  course  of  the 
fluid.    There  were  observed  here  only  two 
holes,  one  below  the  knee,  and  the  other 
above    the    malUolut  intemus.     Re-action 
took  place  several  times,  but  was  subdued 
by  abstinence.    After  the  separation  of  the 
eschar,  the  cicatrization  of  this  enormous 
wound  took  place;  but  upT^ards  of  two 
months  after  the  accident,  the  patient  died 
of  gastro-enteritis. — Dublin  Journal. 


POISONING  WITH  MUSCLES. 

A   CASE  of  this  description,  classified  by 

French  pathologists  as  one  of  toxemia,  was     W.  Wilson,  Printer,  67,Skinner.strt*t,  London, 
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LECTURES  blades  in  a  reiy  different  manner  from  that 

which  is  now  usually  practised,  and  which 

*""■■  I  myself  fbllow. 

THEORY  AND  PRACTICE    OF  Description. -^  The  Instrument  which  I 

muTwsrrwn^  t*^6  formed  for  my  own  use,  and  recom- 

miurfirt^nri  ^^^^  for  vour  choice,  measures,  from  the 

Delivered  at  the  London  Homital,  extreme  of  the  handle  to  the  tip,  twelve 

inches  and  three  quarters,  of  which  four 

Bt  Fhahcis  H.  Ramsbotham,  M.D.  inches  and  a  quarter  form  the  handles,  and 

eight  and  a  half  the  blades,  being  one  inch 

Y               YYYv  ^^^  ^  '^^^  longer  in  the  blade  than  the 

LiECTtrRE  AAAV.  ^^^^  forccps,  and  a  quarter  of  an  inch 

DIFFICULT  LABOUR.—INSTRU-  longer  in  the  handles.   The  greatest  width 

MENTS  between  the  blades  is  about  their  centre, 

and    measures    two    inches    and    seven - 

lowo  roRCBPS.  eighths ;   the  points  are  an  inch  asunder. 

OwB  of  the  most  valuable  instmments  em-  It  weighs  twelve  ounces  and  a  quarter, 

ployed  in  midwifeiy  is  the  long  forceps.  From  the  handles,  two  parallel  straight 

if  formed  according  to  the  size  and  dimen-  shanks  arise,  of  an  inch  and  a  half   in 

■ions  which  I  shall  presently  demonstrate,  length ;  and  it  is  in  the  addition  of  this 

and  nsed  in  the  cases  to  which  it  is  parti-  shank  that  the  instrument  differs  princi- 

ddarly  appropriate  ;  for  although  it  must  pally  from  the  curved  forceps  of  Osbom, 

certainly  be  regarded  as  more  capable  of  the  curve  of  the  blades  springing,  not  from 

inllictinff  injury  than  the  shorter  kind, —  the  handles,  but  from  the  extremity  of  the 

inasmuch  as  it  is  introduced  higher  within  shank.    The  object  of  Uiis  addition  is  to 

the  woman's  person,  and  its  extremities  prevent  laceration  of  the  perineum,  in  the 

are  actually  received  somewhat  into  the  use  of  the  instrument ;  for  if  the  Ions  for- 

cavity  of  the  uterus  itself,— still  its  powers  ceps  of  Smellie  or  Haighton  be  employed, 

sad  capabilities  are  such  as  frequently  to  in  which  the  curve  takes  its  origin  from  the 

render  it  a  substitute  for  the  horrible  ope-  handle  itself,  the  mother's  structures  at  the 

ration  .of  craniotomy.     This  value  I  have  outlet  of  the  pelvis  must  necessarily  be 

myself  often  experienced,  for  I  have  ex-  pressed  upon  unequally  by  the  commence - 

traeted  mainr  children  alive  bv  the  agency  ment  of  the  blades,  before  the  head  has 

of  the  long  foreeps,  who  had  been  doomed  descended  low  enough  to  distend  them 

to  death  by  other  parties,  and  who  must  uniformly ;    and   Uius   great    danger  of 

have  been  sacrificed,  to  preserve  the  mother,  injury  must  ensue.    In  choosing  an  in- 

nnless  we  had  possessed  this  instrument.  strument,  I  would  recommend  this  form 

Mitdem  invention.  —  Although,  however,  and  these  dimensions  to  your  conside- 
the  long  forceps  are  so  very  usefbl  and  ration.  Tou  must  be  particular,  also, 
▼aluable,  they  were  not  generally  adopted  that  tbe  internal  surface  of  the  blade  is 
by  practical  men  till  about  the  commence-  slightly  convex,  and  the  handles,  when 
ment  of  the  nresent  centuiy.  Smellie,  in-  locked,  should  be  allowed  a  considerable 
deed,  formed  a  pair  much  longer  than  his  play  upon  each  other  laterally. 
common  instrument,  but  he  considered  You  will  observe  that  this  instrument 
them  so  dangerous  in  use,  that  he  hesitated  possesses  a  slight  lateral  curve;  and  al- 
to recommend  them,  and  did  not  even  dis-  though  I  prefer  a  Uraight  short  forceps^  t 
play  them  in  his  lectures.  Smellie,  how-  think  the  curve  an  useful  addition  to  the 
ever,  we  shall  soon  learn,  applied  their  long  kind ;  but  I  employ  both  varieties  in- 
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discriminately ;  and  for  my  own  use,  I  care 
little  which  of  the  two  I  take  up.  In  the 
adaptation  of  these  blades,  there  is  not  so 
much  risk  that  we  shoald  apply  them 
wrongly,  as  when  we  use  the  curved  short 

Sair ;  for  as  they  are  always  to  be  intro- 
aced  in  reference  to  the  pelvUt  and  not 
to  the  particular  position  qftht  head,  we  can- 
not well  mistake  which  blade  is  to  be 
passed  uppermost. 


Tht  front  aod  side  f  teiri  of  the  loos  forceps  re- 
commended. 

State  of  the  pairtt  requisite    to    itt   intra  > 
ductiott, — As   I  have  already  mentioned 
that  the   points  of  this  instrument  are 
introduced  within  the  os  uteri,  yon  will 
be    prepared    for    the    obserratiun,   that 
it  cannot  be  used  if  the  mouth  of  the 
womb  be  undilated,  especially  if  it  be 
rigid :   for  although  we  might  be  able  to 
insert  each  blade  separately,  still,  when 
they  are  closed,  the  two  handles  cannot 
come  into  contact  without  the  os  uteri 
being  pressed  upon,  bruised,  and  perhaps 
lacerated.    It  would  be  too  strong  a  posi- 
tion,  to  lay  down,  as  a  general  rule,  that 
that  organ  should  be  entirety  dilated  before 
the  instrument  is  had  recourse  to:  —  so 
imieh,  indeed,  diat  we  shall  not  be  able  to 
feel  the  least  portion  of  its  disc ;  because 
there  are  a  great  many  cases  in  which  it 
is  pinched  between  the  head  of  the  child 
and  the  peMc  bones, — is  prerented  fhim 
full  dilatation,   by  l^ing  neld   prisoner, 
as  it  were,  by  this  pre8sure,~ana,  conse- 
9nently,  in  which  a  great  portion  of  its 
substance,  both  anteriorly,  towards  die 
pubes,  and  posteriorly,  towards  the  pro- 
montory  of  the  sacrum,  can  be  easily  dis- 
tinguished  by  the  finger;  while  at  the  sides 
of  the  pelvis  it  is  perfectly  soft,  flaccid,  and 
distensible,  and  quite  out  of  the  reach  of  a 
common  examination.    The  rule  which  I 
hare  been  in  the  habit  ot  following  in  my 


own  practice  is,  that  if  one- third  of  the  os 
uteri  can  be  felt  continuously  ,11  is  most  likely 
in  a  state  that  will  not  admit  the  safe 
action  of  the  instrument 

Cases  in  lohich  serviceable, — ^The  cases  in 
which  this  instrument  is  so  narticularly 
serviceable  are,  where  the  head  has  partly 
engai^ed  in  the  pelvic  brim,  having  de- 
scended too  low  to  be  raised  for  the  intro- 
duction of  the  hand  into  the  uterus,  and 
the  performance  of  the  operation  of  turn- 
ing,  while  at  the  same  time  it  has  not 
entered  the  cavity  sufficiently  for  us  to  feel 
an  ear,  and  where  delivery  has  become 
necessary  either  in  consequence  of  hiemor- 
rhage,  convulsions,  syncope,  or  any  other 
accidental  cause  ;~the  os  uteri  being  at 
the  same  time  perfectly  dilated,  or  most 
easily  dilatable.  But  it  is  especially  use- 
ful in  those  instances  where  the  pelvis  is 
contracted  in  its  conjugate  diameter, 
measuring  between  the  pubes  and  the  sa- 
crum but  a  little  more  than  three  inches ; 
—where  the  principal  bulk  of  the  head  re- 
mains above  the  brim, — the  uterine  ener- 
gies being  strongly  exerted,  perhaps,  but 
not  powerful  enough  to  squeeze  the  footal 
skull  through  the  diminished  aperture; 
— in  which  either  exhaustion  is  ap- 
proaching, or  there  exists  a  well-grounded 
fear  that  the  uterus  may  injure  itself  by 
the  violence  of  its  own  expulsive  efforts. 
In  such  a  case,  provided  the  os  uteri  is 
entirely,  or  almost  entirely  dilated,  with 
the  vaffina  and  perineum  sufficiently  dis- 
tensible, the  long  forceps  may  be  had  re- 
course to,  sometimes  with  decided  advan- 
tage,  and  may  render  the  horrifying  ope- 
ration entailing  the  destruction  of  the 
child's  life  unnecessary. 

Mode  of  application.— The  mode  of  apply- 
ing the  instrument  diflers  exceedingly  from 
that  adopted  when  the  short  forceps  are 
used.  We  do  nit  apply  it  in  relation  to 
the  situation  of  the  child's  head,  but  to  the 
points  of  the  pelvis.  I  have  already  men- 
tioned that  we  adapt  the  short  loroeps 
decidedly  in  relation  to  the  situation  of  the 
head,  because  we  Introduce  each  blade  over 
an  ear;  but  in  using  the  longer  instru- 
ment, we  apply  a  blade  within  each  ilium. 
The  woman,  tnen,  lying  on  her  left  side, 
the  one  blade  will  be  above,  the  other  be- 
low;  and  whether  the  child's  face  be  directed 
towards  the  right  or  the  left  side,  one  is 
placed  over  the  forehead  and  the  other  over 
the  occiput;  or  rather  the  blades  are  found 
to  be  applied  somewhat  diagonally,  one 
reaching  to  the  upper  part  of  the  orbit, — 
just  to  the  superciliary  ridge,— and  the 
other  exactly  opposite  to  it,  on  one  side  of 
the  occiput 

The  first  recommendation  which  Smellie 
gave  was,  that  the  blades,  like  those  of  the 
common  instrument,  should  be  aduited 
over  the  ears^one,  then,  lying  behind  the 
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pabes,  and  the  other  anterior  to  the  eacral  lis  width  must  actually  be  augmented ; 

pnymontory;  and  in  this  recommendation  because  '*  the  head  being  comprised  one 

he hasbeen followed  by  Baadelocqne,Bum8,  way,  it  must  be  lengthened  in  the  other." 

|>ewees,  and  other  practitioners  of  repute.  With  regard  to  the  first  of  these  obflerva- 

fiat  headfises,  also,  "if  the  operator  finds  tions,  it  is  founded  on  an  erroneous  idea 

the  upper  part  of  the  sacrum  jutting  in,  regtu^ng  the  actual  position  and  form  of 

«o  much  that  the  point  of  the  foreeps  cannot  the  fcetiu  head:  he  seems  to  hare  orer- 

pass  it,  let  him  try  with  his  hand  to  turn  looked  the  rery  large  proportion  which  tiie 

the  forehead  a  little  backwards,  so  that  one  cranium,  properly  so  called,  bears  to  the 

car  will  be  towards  the  groin,  and  the  face  in  toe  mature  foetus,  and  to  hare  for- 

other  towards  the  side  of  that  prominence;  gotten  tibat  under  labour  the. chin  is  gene- 

ooDseqnently  there  will  be  more  room  for  rally  thrown  forcibly  upon  the  chest,  the 

the  blades  to  pass  along  the  ears;  but  if  head  therefore  bent  very  much  forwards, 

tbefeschead  raoold  remain  immoyeahle»  wlule  the  vertex  becomes  the  most  depend. 

^ft^  thoogh  mored,  return  to  its  former  ing  part :  in  consequence  of  which  posi- 

place,  let  one  blade  be  introduced  heMnd  tion,  the  forehead,  and  not  the  fiue,  would 

one  ear,  and  its  fellow  befcrt  the  other."  principally  bear  the  stren   of  pressure. 

I  hare  read  this  quotation  ttom  Smellie,  Besides,  even  idlowing  that  the   blades 

because  it  embodies  the  opinion  and  prac-  were  long  enough  to  coTcr  the  face  entirely, 

tice  of  his  followeri,  and  because  it  prores  provided  both  are  of  the  same  dimen- 

liow  intimately  Tcrsed  that  fsjetx  physician  sions,  the  point  of  that  which  is  applied 

praetieally  was  with  the  difficulties  some-  over  the  occiput  would  impinge  on  the 

times  met  with  in  midwifeiy.    The  truth  neck  of  the  child,  and  prevent  the  other 

is,  that  in  by  far  the  greater  number  of  passing  up  so  high  as  to  embrace  the  face; 

cases  under  which  the  long  forceps  become  if  otherwise,  they  could  not  be  properly 

necessary  and  useful,  it  is  impossible  to  locked.    Even  in  the  most  recent  works, 

apply^  them  over  the  ears,  in  conseooence  however,  on  obstetric  science,  we  read  of 

of  this  rery  impediment  which  Smellie  has  the  injury  likely  to  be  done  to  the  child's 

pointed  out;  tne  extremity  of  that  blade  fhce  by  the  forceps,  used  as  I  recommend 

which  is  introduced  backwards  impinges  them ;  and  by  some  authors  (as  Campbell, 

on  tilie  promontory  of  the  sacrum,  and  in  his  late  valuable  publication)  we  are 

neither  force  nor  address  will  overcome  instructed  that  the  one  applied  anteriorly 

the  resistance  offered  to  its  prcwress  up-  should  be  softly  padded,  as  a  protection  to 

wards.    When  the  pelvis  is  well  formed,  the  features.    I  have  employed  this  instru- 

indeed,  and  the  necessity  for  having  re-  ment  on  many  occasions,  and  I  never,  to 

oomse  to  the  long  forceps  originates  in  my  recollection,  bruised  a  single  feature. 

any  of  the  accidental  causes  just  named,  In  general,  the  point  of  the  instrument  has 

it  may  be  very  possible,  and  even  easy,  to  not  ascended  f\irther  than  the  eye-brow,  or 

apply  them    as     Smellie,     Baudelocque,  (if  the  head  wen  transversely  placed,  in> 

Bums,  and  Dewees,  advise;  but  under  a  stead  of  diagonally)  than  the  root  of  the 

contracted  state  of  the  conjugate  diameter  nose. 

at  the  brim,  it  is  very  seldom  that  this  The  second  objection  is  not  moro  difii. 

Is  practicable,  cult  to  dispose  of  than  the  first,  for  it  is 

To  M.  de  Leurie,  a  French  physician  of  also  founded  on  a  false  assumption.  There 

sosie  eminence,  we  are  indebted  for  hav-  is  no  question  that  the  foetal  head  cannot 

ing  first  suggested  the  propriety  of  adapt-  be  decreased  in  one  diameter  without  be- 

ing  tibe  blades  to  the  forehead  and  occiput ;  ing  lengthened  in  another ;  but  it  does  not 

the  mode  at  present  generally  followed,  necessarily  follow  that  under  the  applica- 

In  a  small  wora  on  the  Caraarean  section,  ticnf  of  tlie  long  forceps,  the  increased  ca. 

and  the  application  of  the  forceps  when  pacity  should  be  from  one  parietal  bone 

the  head  is  detained  above  the  pelvtc  brim,  to  the  opporite.  It  will  be  found,  indeed,  in 

poblislied  in  1779,   he  strongly  advises  practice,  that  the  increase  principally, — ^if 

this  method  fif  proceeding.  not  entirely, — takes  place  in  the  direction 

Two    objections   against  this   method  fVom  the  chin  to  the  vertex ;  and  that  the 

liwre  been  urged  by  Baudelocque,  and  the  cranium  is  moulded  into  a  still  longer  or 

BMffits  of  the  new  suggestion  canvassed  more  conical  form.    Now  as  this  partioa- 

netther  very  fairly  nor  very  temperately,  lar  change  in  the  figure  of  the  head  does 

He  objects,  that  if  the  blades  **  be  placed  not  in  3ie  least  interfere  with  its  passage 

at  the  aides  of  the  pelvis,"  they  must  be  tnrough  the  pelvis,  the  only  consideration 

applied  over  the  face  and  occiput,  and  which  presses  itself  on  the  mind  is  whe- 

that  there  is  consequently  great  danger  to  ther  it  is  likely  to  endanger  the  child's 

Ae  infant's  features;— and  again,  hear-  life;  and  I  myself  suspect,  from  observa- 

gues  that  if  pressure  be  used  inthatdirec*  tion,  that  the  foetus  will  not  bear,  with 

tion,  the  bulk  of  the  bead  cannot  be  di-  impunity,   the  same  degree  of  pressure 

minished  in  the  lateral  diameter  (where,  when  the  compressing  powers  are  adapted 

indeed,  such  -diminution  is  required),  but  over  the  forehead  and  occiput,  as  when  ap- 
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plied  laterally : — but  this  leqaires  further  our  fingpers  and  the  head.  This,  how- 
cooCrmation.  ever,  requires  that  the  Dates  of  the  patient 
We  will  take,  then,  the  case  most  fre-  should  project  eonsiderablj  over  the  bed's 
quently  met  with  in  illustration,  and  sup-  edge>-a  po^tture  difficult  to  obtain  and  to 
pose  our  patient  possesses  a  slightly  con-  preserve  -<else  the  handle  cannot  be  suffi- 
traded  pelvis— the  conjugate  diameter  ciently  lowered:  and  since  the  cavity- of 
measuring  from  three  inches  and  a  quar-  the  sacrum  is  not  occupied  by  the  head, 
ter  to  three  inches  and  a  half;  we  will  pre-  in  the  case  under  consideration,  in  the 
sume  that  the  parts  are  tolerably  well  re-  same  manner  as  it  is  when  the  short  for- 
laxed;  that  the  OS  uteri  is  dilated,  being  ceps  are  applicable,  there  is  not  the  same 
not  discoverable  at  the  sides,  but  pinched  difficulty  in  making  this  partially  circular 
anteriorly  between  the  head  of  the  child  sweep,  nor  the  same  chance  of  injury  at* 
and  the  pelvic  bones,  tender  and  slightly  tending  the  change  of  position.  When  the 
swollen ;  that  a  large  portion  of  the  head  first  blade  is  properly  adapted,  it  most  be 
has  come  into  the  pelvis  in  an  elongated  retained  in  its  situation  by  our  own  little- 
conical  shape,  but  that  the  base  remains  jfioger  and  thumb,  or  by  an  assistant,  and 
above  the  brim ;  that  eighteen  or  twenty,  the  second  must  be  introduced  within 
four  hdurs  have  elapsed  since  the  rupture  of  the  left  ilium,  guided  by  the  two  first 
the  membranes;  that  the  pains,  which  fingers  of  our  left  hand,  exactly  in 
have  been  exceedingly  strong,  are  be-  the  same  manner  as  the  first,  until  its 
ginning  to  flag,  and  that  other  symptoms  locking  part  slips  into  that  of  the  op 
of  exhaustion  are  appearing:— or  perhaps  permost  blade.  If,  when  they  are  both 
that  they  still  continue  powerful,  but  that  fully  introduced,  it  is  observed  that  the 
there  has  supervened  a  violent  local  pain  blades  are  not  perfect  antagonists  to  eac^ 
at  one  particular  part  of  the  uterus,  other,  and  consequently  that  they  do  not 
constant  and  uninterrupted,  so  that  we  lock  easily,  no  twisting  must  be  used  to 
have  reason  to  fear  injury  to  its  structure  make  one  groove  fit  into  the  other;  there 
may  occur,  unless  delivery  be  speedily  ac-  must  be  no  wrenching  or  screwing  round; 
complished :  under  such  a  state,  if  the  for  we  must  recollect  that  the  points  are 
pelvis  contains  three  inches  and  a  quar-  actually  received  within  the  uterus,  and 
ter,  or  three  inches  and  a  half«  in  the  con-  that  t^e  neck  and  mouth  of  the  womb 
jugate  diameter,  and  is  not  diminished  in  may  be  seriously  injured  by  our  incautious 
space  laterally,  we  are  warranted  in  hav-  efforts :  we  may,  indeed,  do  infinitely  more 
ing  recourse  to  the  long  forceps,  and  the  mischief  even  Uian  if  we  employed  the 
operation  must  be  conducted  in  the  fol-  same  force  while  adapting  the  short  for 
lowing  manner.  ceps ; — but  we  must  withdraw  the  second 
The  woman  being  placed  on  her  left  blade,  and  pass  it  op  again  in  a  different 
-side,  with  the  nates  close  to  or  over  the  and  more  suitable  direction.  No  effort  at 
edge  of  the  bed,  —  the  bladder  being  extraction  must  be  made  until  the  lock  is 
evacuated  by  the  catheter,  and  the  rec-  firmly  fixed.  The  head,  then,  being  in- 
tum  being  emptied  also,  if  necessary, —  eluded  within  the  two  blades,  the  same 
we  warm  and  grease  both  blades  of  the  cautions  must  l>e  attended  to  as  in  the  case 
instrument,  and  pass  two  fingers  of  the  of  the  short  forceps.  A  finger  must  be 
left  hand  under  the  right  ilinm,  as  high  carried  quite  around  the  lock,  to  ascertain 
as  possible  upon  the  child^s  head;  then,  that  none  of  the  mother's  structures  are 
taking  lightly  in  our  right  hand  that  trapped;  moderatepressure  is  to  be  applied 
blade  whose  convex  edge  is  towards  our  by  our  hands;  and  extraction  must  be 
left  side  when  the  back  of  the  instrument  begun. 

is  next  our  person,  we  incline  the  handle        We  are  sometimes  told,  that  we  most 

up  towards  the  pubes,  and  introduce  the  never  think    of  having  recourse  to  the 

point  backwards  along  the  sacrum,  keep-  long  forceps  until  we  nave  absolutely  as- 

ing  it  in  close  proximity  to  the  head,  and  certained  to  which  side  of  the  pelvis  the 

insinuating  it  with  the  same  semi>rotatory,  child's  face  inclines :  but  this  information, 

wriggling  movement,  before  directed.  When  however  desirable  it  may  be,  it  is  not 

the  blade  is  so  far  passed  up  that  the  always  possible  to  gain,  even  in    oases 

point  approaches  near  to  the  sacral  pro-  perfectly    adapted    to    the    instrument : 

montory,    the    handle    must  be    gently  for  the  head  is  usually  so  high  that  an 

drawn  backwards  towards  the  anus,  and  ear  cannot  be  felt  without  thrasting  the 

at  the  same  time  somewhat  depressed;  hand  into  the  pelvis,  and  carrying  one 

the  point  will  then  slip  up  under  our  fin-  or  more  fingers  into  the  uterine  cavity — 

gers,  and  the  whole  blade  4vill  lie  flat  upon  a  measure  which  would  produce  both  much 

ue  foetal  skull ;—  or,  to  avoid  the  necessity  pain  and  some  danger :  while,  on  the  other 

of  the  blade  making  a  circuit  of  any  part  hand,  fh>m  the  puffy  state  of  the  scalp,  the 

of  the  pelvis,  the  handle  may  be  depressed  fontanelle  and  limbs  of  the  lambuoidal 

below  Uie  bed- furniture,  and  the  point  at  suture  can  scarcely  ever  be  distinguished ; 

once  slipped  up  within  the  ilium,  between  so  that, — although  in  the  earlier  part  of  the 


DIFFICULT  LABOUR. — INSTRUMENTS.  Ml 

on  tbeir  TemoTal,  we  ihaald  apply  a  sbort 
pair  oitT  tbe  enn,  and  act  accordinrlo  ths 
oi  iDenoKi, — wnen  cauea  loa  cate  reqair-  mla  preiiouilj  laid  down  ;_uu]  1  think 
iog  tbe  uaiiUnce  of  the  loD)(  rorcep*,  thM  tbew  qantions  can  be  ■alisractorilj  on- 
knonledge  ia  obtained  with  great  diS-  awerad;  roreacbmodepoiKSseaitsown  ad- 
colty.  And  rortaaalel]'  it  ia  DOt  abiolutelj  Tantagei  aocurdinp;  to  the  peculiar  features 
atcea^,IoT  the  aunxn  of  our  operation,  ofeTeiy  caae.  IT,  then,theuleru9  be  acting 
that  *e  Bhoutd  potitirelj'  learn  to  which  but  reeblj,  either  from  exbaiistion  or  an; 
■ide  the  race  ii  directed  ;  for  when  tbe  im-  other  cauM;  while  at  the  aanie  lime  tho 
pediment  at  the  brim  ia  orercome,  tha  outlet  of  the  pelria  ii  at  the  ordinarj  ca- 
bead  will  i^nerally  of  it*  own  accord  tarn,  pacity,  and  the  viu^na  and  eKiernal  part* 
with  tbe  ^ce  toward*  the  hollow  ot  the  lort,  flaccid,  and  distenaible,  we  may  ter- 
■acrum,  without  the  ow  uf  any  direcling  miaale  the  labour  at  once  by  continuing 
power  on  onr  part,  »o  Ibat  we  1m«  only  to    to  extract  with  these  inslmment*,  wilhout 

'  ■      "■       '  changing  their  poailioD,  becanse  there  i( 

little  riak  of  injury  I  and  if  the  remainder 
of  the  case  were  ltd  to  nature,  much  time 
might  unproGiably  glide  by  before  it*  com- 
pletion. If,  on  the  contrary,  the  pain*  ara 
itiU  atrong,  while  the  eitemal  part*  con- 
tinue rigid,  the  onttet  of  the  pelvi*  being 
well  rormed,  it  would  be  better  to  remoTO 
the  iuatrumenta,  and  tn  troat  the  concla- 
lion  uf  the  labour  to  nature'a  unaided  ef- 
fort*. Bat  should  the  inferior  apertai« 
partake  of  the  diatortion,  wbether  rigiditj 
of  the  soft  part*  exiat  or  not,  we  might 
then,  on  Iha  withdrawal  of  the  instru- 
ment, apply  the  abort  fotcep*  OTor  the 
ears,  and  cantiousl;  and  tenderly  terminate 
tbe  case  through  their  tu^ency:  and  thia 
latter  recommendation  I  glTe  you,  liecaua* 
of  the  probability  tbat  nature  n ill  nolh«r- 
•elf  complete  the  deliTcry,  and  because  the 
^ort  forceps  are  much  lens  likely  Co  bruise 
or  lacerate,  when  they  are  applied  over  the 
side  of  the  head,  than  the  long,  which  are 
ailapted  to  the  occiput  and  brow.  I  think 
that  thew  recommendaliona  will  meet  the 
eiigenciea  of  almost  eiery  case,  andiffol- 
■  farcrps,  npmXDicd  u  Dppllrd  wfaen  lowed,  can  scarcely  lead  to  error, 
rlodpsl  iinlk  of  tit  btsd  )•  iIkke  the  Caulunu. — There  are  some  cautions  ne- 
V'rii!hi'JrMnil«'riM'hoDli™'i'^o'^  ce*«ary  in  the  use  of  the  long  forceps,  from 
la  sdiipud  oTtr  the  riRhi  brow,  tad  ih«  which  the  aborter  kind  are  enempt ;  they 
■mttas  ItftildearitatiKelpiii.  principally  are~  Fin(,  that  we  should  not 

apply  them  in  a  caae  unfitted  for  their  d-~ 


la  making  extraction,  the  same  pen-  It  baa  been  already  laid  down  as  a  Kenerol 

dolom-like   motion  must  be  used  which  principle,  more  than  once,  that,  unleaa  the 

atails  us  with  the  shorter  instruinent.     It  pelvi*  possess,  in  it*  coniuitale  diameter, 

most  not  consist  of  a  rapid  succession  of  tliree  inches  of  clear  arailable  space,  we* 

short,  hasty  jerks,  nor  a  strenuous  and  for-  cannot  expect  a  full-grown  well-ossified 

eible  swing,  but  of  a  fall,  rnular  sweep  head  to  pas*  entire ;   and  through  such  & 

liom  handle  to  handle,  thetockbeingkept  diminished  aperture  we  are  not  to  hope 

b««k  toward*  the  perineum  as  cloKly  a*  that  we  *hoaId  be  able  to  extract  it  by  the 

ia  consistent  with  its  safety,  while  slig;bt  forceps.     Bums,  indeed,  fixes  the  limit  of 

tnctien  is  exerted  downwards.  the  deformitv  which  would  indicate  the 

Aa  soon  as  the  head  has  passed  the  con-  ate  of  the  long   forceps    at  that  space, 

tracted  brim,  and  ha*  become  full;  lodged  Daris,  from  tbe  olMerrationa  he  has  giren 
would  lead  as  to  beliete  tbat  rather 

, _-o   was   generally   required   than    tbat 

.     ._.   ..   , n  what  way  which  Bums  speciGcij   and  I  am  inoUned 

the  labour  ihoald  be  temiinated— whether  to  think  tbat  unless  the  pelTi*  meaanres 

we  should  finish  it  with  tbe  iD*tTuments,  at  least  tbree  inches  and  a   quarter,  we 

u  fint  applied,— whether  we  shoold  take  shall  generally  be  foiled  in  our  attempt* 

tbem  off,  and  leave  the  caae  to  lie  com-  at  delivery  i   or,  at  least,  be  disuipoiuted 

pUted  by  the  natural  powers, — or  whether,  in  our  hope  of  extracting  the  child  liTlog. 
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Secondly,  In  introducing  each  blade,  we  fitted  for  the  employment  of  that  in- 
ma»t  be  particularly  careful  that  the  point  itmment  I  would  adnse  you,  then, 
slides  within  the  os  uteri,  and  does  not  before  proceeding  to  operate,  not  to 
run  up  between  the  vagina  and  the  neck  make  a  promise  of  delivery,  but  merely 
of  the  womb,  lest  we  should  bruise  or  la-  to  state  that  yon  are  about  to  do  some- 
cerate  that  organ  at  its  junction  with  the  thing  which  will  materially  relieve  the 
vagina;  and  especially, lest, in  attempting  patient,  and* that,  yerkt^t  you  may  at 
to  lock  the  blades,  we  should  pinch  its  once  terminate  the  labour, 
structure  between  their  extremities  and  After  all  I  have  said  on  this  subject,  I 
the  child's  head.  This  mischance  cannot  must  not  close  my  remarks  without  stating 
happen  with  the  short  forceps,  because  the  my  conviction  that  the  instrument,  al- 
os  uteri  most  be  entirely  dilated  before  though  very  powerful  and  valuable,  is  at 
their  application ;  and,  when  the  longer  the  same  time  very  dangerous  in  its  use ; 
pair  is  used,  may  be  avoided  by  taking  that  it  should  not  be  taken  in  hand  except 
care  that   the   point  is   constantly  kept  b^  those  who  have  acquired  some  proa- 


much  exertion,  or  work  with  them  for  too  Mty  of  destroying  the  child,  than  as  one  of 

long  a  period  continuously.    The  longer  the  common  resources  of  our  art. 
the  instrument,  the  greatf>r  leverage  we 

possess;  and  it  must  be  evident  that  each  craniotomy. 

increase  of  leverage  augments  our  power :  Of  all  instrumental  operations  in  obste- 

we  are  not  only,  therefore,  liable  to  use  trie  surgery,the  perforation  of  the  skull,  and 

too  much  exertion,  but  we  run  the  risk  of  extraction  of  the  mutilated  foetus,  is  the 

making  pressure  upon  structures  less  ca«  easiest ;  and  much  do  I  fear,  that  to  the 

pable  of  sustaining  it   uninjured,   than  facility  with  which  this  operation  can  be 

when  we  employ  the  short  forceps.  Unless,  accomplished,   have   been    sacrificed    the 

then,  a  decided  advance  be  evident  after  a  lives  of  many  children. 

fewminutes'well-directedefforts,we  should  Various  are  the  terms  under  which  it 

desist  from  renewing  our  attempts;  and  has  been  described-— embryulcia  and  em- 

we  must  judge  of  the  progress  we  are  mak.  bryousia,  which  have   been   by  different 

ing,  by  examining  after  each  backward  authorities    derived    from    c/l^pvoy   and 

and  forward  movement  of  the  instrument.  cAjcm,   iraho  ^-  or    c\cu0,  dngo  — -  or   tfAcw, 

We  must  most  cautiously  avoid  using  for-  frango;  embryotomy,  from  MfiBpvWf  fittut ; 

cible  means.    Force,  indeed,   is    a  word  cephalotomy,    from  lee^aXri,   caput;    and 

which  should  be  expunged  from  the  voca-  craniotomy,  from   icpayioy,   calvaria,    and 

bulary  of  obstetrical  phrases.  rtfurm,  uco.    The  latter  term  is,  I  think. 

Fourthly,  We  must  be  i^arded  in  onr  in  most -common   use;    and  is  the  one 

promises  of  terminating  the  labour  by  the  which  I  shall  adopt. 

means  we  are  about  to  employ ;  because  it  It  may,  perhaps,  be  desirable  in  surgery, 

is  impossible  that  we  can  measure  the  whenever  necessity  compels  us  to  perform 

head  accurately  while   its  base  remains  an  apparently  cruel  operation,  that  the 

above  the  brim,  and  it  is  equally  impossi^  horror  which  the  simple  and  bare  mention 

ble  that  we  should  be  able  to  form  an  opi-  of  that  act  would  inspire  might  be  smother- 

nion  of  the  degree  of  ossification  it  has  ac-  ed  and  absorbed,  as  it  were,  by  the  suno- 

quired,  and  of  its  compressibility.    In  ali  roQS  and  classical  title  which  it  bears; 

these  points  we  may  be  deceived,  although  but  by  whatever  name  it  is  called,— under 

we  mav  have  made  ourselves  acquainted  whatever  high-sounding  appellation  it  is 

with  the  capacity  of  Uie  pelvis  to  the  disguised,— we  cannot  alter  or  conceal  the 

greatest  nicety ;  and  while  such  chances  Auit  that  the  operation  consists  in  plung- 

of  deception  exist,  we  must  be  most  can-  ing  an  iron  instrument  into  the  centre  of 

tions  not  to  add  disappointment  to  suffer-  the  skull  of  a  human  being,  probablv  at 

ing.    I  have  myself,  in  many  instances,  that  moment  living,  and  extracting  it  into 

been  foiled  in  attempting  to  extract  the  the  worid  mutilated. 

head  entire  through  a  narrowed  aperture.  Some,   indeed,  horrified  at  this  arbi- 

and  been  obliged,  eventually,  to  have  re-  trary  destmetion  of  life,  have  laudably 

course  to  the  perforator.    I  always  feel  contended   that   the   proceeding    is    not 

more  satisfied,  however,  in  lessening  the  justified  unless  the  foetus  be  dead:  they 

head  after  having  made  these  attempts,  wgu®    ^^^    apparent   truth,    that    hu- 

because  I  have  good  reason  to  think  that  van  life  is  hdd  at  the  will  of  one  Su- 

nature  would  seldom  be  able  to  expel  a  preme    Being  alone,  ^  and  that,  unless 

child  through  a  pelvis  of  such  small  di-  forfeited  to  the  laws,  to  no  human  hand  is 

mensions  as  would  not  admit  its  passage  delegated    the    power   of  destroying    it. 

by  the  aid  of   the    long    forceps ;— pro-  Strong  and  valid  would  those  oojections 

vided,  in    other   respects,  the   case  was  be,  if  once  the  operation  were  performed 
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waotonlj,  or  without  grave  and  deep  con-  barbaroui  feeling  exprefsed  in  the  answer 

lideiation ;  but  it  is  never  had  recourse  to,  of  the  doctors  of  the  Sorbonne,  in  1688,  to 

except  for  the  purpose  of  saving  life  or  the  question,  whether  it  was  lawful  to 

preventing  future  misery.    Did  the  mother  destroy  the  child  for  the  purpose  of  saving 

perish,  the  foetus  within  her  must  perish  the  mother?    '*  Nous  sommes  d'avis  que 

likewise.    But  in  British  midwifeiy  we  si  Pon  ne  peut  tirer  I'enfant  sans  le  tuer, 

consider  the  moUicr*s  life  as  paramount,"-  I'on  ne  peut  sans  peche  mortel  le  tirer:" 

naj,  more,  we  think  ourselves  warranted  in  and    they  quote   as  their  authoritpr  the 

sacrificing  the  infant,  if  that  be  the  only  maxim  of  St.  Ambrose--'*  Si  alten  sub  • 


way  by  which  we  can  preserve  her  person  veniri  non  potest  nisi  alter  loedatur,  com 
from  uose  dreadful  lesions  of  sloughing  modius  est  neutrum  jnvare."    In   1755, 
and  laceration,  which,  if  they  took  place,  however,  ibe  same  tribunal  ruled  that  it 
mustrender  her  future  existence  a  scene  of  was  lawful  to  baptise  children  in  utero 
uninterrupted  wretchedness.  by  means  of  injection;  thus  removing  one 
Nor  are  there  wanting  arguments  suffi-  of  the  objections  to  craniotomy  in  force 
dently  strong  and  numerous  to    justify  in  the  Catholic  countries;  viz.  that  the 
our  practice.     These  are,  perhaps,  more  child  would  necessarily  perish  etemallv, 
the  province    of   the   philanthropist    or  unless  that  rite  had  bieen  administered; 
the  medicO'logician,    than  the  practical  but  leaving  the  main  question  undecided, 
surgeon:    but   I    may  remark,  that  the        Imtrumentt  emphytd.-^Fevr  and  simple 
woman  is  bound  to  the  world  by  many  are  the  means  required  for  this  dire,  this 
social,    moral,   and   religious    ties;    she  terrible,    this  little  less  than  mii)rderous 
has  siiared  the  enjovments,  as   well  as  operation;  the  perforator  or  the  scissors, 
the  cares  of  life;    she  has   her  feelings  the    blunt   hook  of  different  siases,   the 
and  affections,  her  fears  and  her  hopes;  crotchetor  the  sharp  hook,  the  craniotomy 
she  is  dependent  on  others,  and    others  forceps,  and  perhaps  a  pair  of  bone  forceps, 
are  dependent   on    her;    when  she  dies,  are  all  the  implements  necessary.    Our  in* 
there  is  left  a  blank,    which,    to  some  struments,  therefore,  may  be  divided  into 
surviving,  never  can  be  filled.    Not  so,  two  kinds, — the  one  to  perforata  the  skull, 
however,  with  the   unborn  infant.    Al-  and  the  other  to  extract,  after  the  neces- 
though,  in  dying,  some  personal  pain  ma^  sarv  diminution  in  bulk  is  effected, 
be  experienced,  yet  the  agony  of  mind  it        Ptrforator.  —  Denman's    perforator    is 
cannot  suffer:  it  has  no  affections,  no  depen-  about  twelve  inches  in  length;  it  has  a 
dents ;   its  existence   centres  almost  en.  sharp  point,  and  two  sharp  external  edges, 
tirely  in  itself;— except  to  its  nearest  rela-  but  the  internal  surface  is  blunt;  it  opens 
lives,  then,  its  death  cannot  be  greatly  felt,  with  a  joint  like  a  pair  of  scissors,  and 
And,  although  we  cannot  estimate  life  re-  has  a  rest  about  an  inch  from  the  extre- 
lativelv,  as  we  can  any  other  possession,  mity,  to  prevent  its  penetrating  beyond  a 
(since  life  to  the  possessor,  however  burden-  certain  distance  into  the  skuU.    I  gene- 
some  it  minr  be,  is  still  life),  yet  we  are  rally,  however,  carry  in  my  case  a  pair  of 
surely  justified,  in  apolitical  point  of  view,  Smellie's  scissors,  nearly  of  the  same  di- 
if  not  in  a  moral  one,  in  preferring  the  mensions,  having  a  cutting  edge  both  ex- 
safety  ofthe  strong  to  the  weak,  the  h^thy  temally  and  internally,  Mcause  they  are 
to  the  diseased,  or  the  mother  of  a  family  to  useful  also  to  perforate  the  chest  in  cases 
the  unborn  infant,  provided  one  or  other  of  impacted  transverse  presentations,  as 
in  all  probability  must  be  sacrificed.  From  well  as  for  the  operation  of  craniotomy. 
Aese  considerations  we  prefer,  whenever  In  choosing  a  perforator,  we  should  be 
we  have  a  choice,  the  mother's  safety  to  particular  about  its  length ;  that  it  is  made 
the  infant's  life :  yet  I  would  entreat  of  sufficiently  strong  not  to  bend  under  use ; 
you,  in  the  strongest  terms,  to  think  long  that  the  blades  should  not  fit  close  at  their 
and  much — carefully,  detiberately,  and  dis-  junction,  lest  they  should  inclose  a  fold  of 
passionately — before  you  have  recourse  to  the  vagina  when  shut;  that  there  should  be 
so  dreadful  an  expement  as  is  offered  by  no  sharp  edges  about  the  joint,  but  that  the 
craniotomy.  limbs  should  be  in  every  part  smoothed 
Many  of  the  continental,  and  some  of  round,    and    that    the    point  should  be 
the  American  practitioners  even  now  con-  slightly  curved.      Dr.   Wfdlaoe  Johnson 
tend  that  cramotomy  should  never  be  per-  added  this  curve  to  the  extremitjr  of  the 
formed  unless  there  are  positive  indica-  perforator :  it  does  not  Increase  the  value 
tions  present  of  the  child's  death.    Thus  of  Uie  instrument,  as  far  as  making  the  in- 
M.  Duges,  one  of  the  latest  of  the  French  cision  is  concerned, — ^its  only  object  is  the 
authors,  when  speaking  of  the  crotchet,  preservation  of  our  own  fingers  from  in- 
says,  '*  Nous  avons  dit,  qn'on  ne  pouvoit  jury;  fer— as  the  instrument  is  guided  up 
PappUquer  qu'apr^s  la  mort  certaine  du     to  its  destination  along  the  groove  between 
fcEtus; .—  ne  pent  Hre  appliqu6  que  sur     two  of  our  fingers-^ if  the  point  were  quite 
un  endTant  indubitablement  mort."    This     straight  we  should  run  the  risk  of  lacerat- 
opinion  perfectly  coincideswith  the  ancient    ing  them;  and  as  this  form  by  no  means 
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detracts  from  its  power,  it  is  as  well  to 
adopt  it 

Crotchet, — The  crotchet,  or  sharp  hook,  is 
intended  for  the  purpose  of  extracting  the 
child's  head  after  it  has  heen  opened,  and 
is  formed  in  the  shape  of  a  beak.  The 
point  should  not  be  very  sharp,  lest  it  tear 
too  easily  through  the  bones,  and  injure 
the  woman's  structures,  or  run  into  our 
own  fingers ;  nor  too  blunt,  lest  it  should 
not  retsun  its  hold.  Simple  as  this  in- 
strument  appears,  it  is  one  of  the  most 
difficult  in  midwifery  to  procure  good; 
fbr  the  least  variation  in  the  sharpness  of 
its  extremity  makes  considerable  difference 
in  its  value. 

Blunt  hook,  ^  It  is  desiratble  that  we 
should  be  furnished  with  two  or  three 
blunt  hooks  of  different  sizes:  they  are 
also  used  as  extractive  powers,  and  may 
sometimes  supersede  the  necessity  of  the 
crotchet,  or  be  employed  instead  of  that  in- 
strument,  if  the  bones  of  the  skull  are  too 
much  loosened  by  putrefaction  from  their 
membranous  attachments  to  afford  a  pur- 
chase to  the  crotchet :  in  such  a  case,  the 
extremity  of  the  hook  may  perhaps  be 
passed  into  the  foramen  magnum,  or  be- 
hind an  orbit 

Craniotomy  /orct/w.— Another  extracting 
instrument,  much  in  use  in  the  present 
day,  is  the  craniotomy  forceps.  This  is 
formed  of  two  separate  blades,  which  are 
joined,  after  their  application,  by  a  hinge 
similar  to  that  of  the  forceps,  one  of 
which  passes  Within  the  skull,  and,  being 
furnished  with  teeth,  perforates  the  bones; 
while  the  other  is  introduced  externally  to 
the  cranium,  and  possesses  indentations  or 
cavities,  into  which  the  teeth  of  the  first 
blade  are  received.  When  properly  fixed, the 
extremities  of  the  handles  are  to  be  bound 
firmly  together  by  a  ligature,  and  steady 
traction  applied :'  if  the  bones  are  very 
strong,  and  the  diminution  of  space  but 
small,  this  instrument  is  most  powerful 
)uid  highly  useful ;  but  if  the  bones  are 
wieak,  ana  easily  give  w^,  I  cannot  help 
considering  it  a  more  dangerous  instm> 
ment  even  thaft  the  common  crotchet;  for, 
while  the  crotchet  is  fixed  within  the  sknll, 
the  finger  is  applied  exactly  opposite  to  it 
externally;  and  if  the  point  perforates  the 
bone,  or  slips  away  from  its  attachment,  it 
cannot  injure  the  os  uteri  or  vagina,  as  it 
must  necessarily  come  against  our  finger. 
But  when  the  craniotomy  forceps  are  em- 
ployed, we  have  no  power  of  guarding 
the  patient  from  injury  in  the  same 
manner:  their  teeth  are  certainly  well 
sheathed  by  the  antagonist  blade;  but, 
in  consequence  of  the  perforations  which 
they  make  in  the  bone,  its  structure 
is  so  weakened  that  it  easily  gives 
wav ;  and  the  instrument  loses  its  hold, 
ana  passes  suddenly    externally,  bring- 


ing with  it  a  portion  of  the  skull,  and 
perhaps  some  of  the  scalp  also.  This 
accident  would  indeed  be  of  little  con- 
seouence,— no  other  inconvenience  being 
suffered  except  the  loss  of  the  purchase,— 
if  the  angles  of  the  broken  bone  were 
always  either  covered  by  the  scalp,  or 
sheathed  by  the  instrument  itself:  but  this 
I  have  found  by  no  means  the  case ;  for 
the  irregular,  jagsed  edges  of  the  torn  bone 
project  beyond  the  margin  of  the  blades, 
and-^in  its*  rapid  passage  through  the 
vagina,  as  the  instrument  breaks  lh>m  its 
hold— they  are  very  likely  to  tear  that 
organ,  as  well  as  the  external  parts ;  nor  is 
it  possible  to  protect  these  stmcturee  from 
injury,  as  it  is  when  the  crotchet  is  nsed. 
For  these  reasons  I  prefer  employing  the 
latter  instrument,  altbough  I  always  carry 
with  me  the  craniotomy  forceps  as  well. 


1. 


3. 


n 


J 


1.  Perforatiog  sdstora. 

3.  CrotcUet. 

d  Blunt  taoolc,  of  two  sites.  Tn  the  speelmea  rt* 
pressntcd  there  Is  a  hook  at  each  end ;  this  Is 
only  to  prevent  the  necesAity  of  maUlplylngUi* 
number  of  instrnmeuts.  It  Is  better,  however» 
that  each  should  be  ftzed  into  a  scparats 
wooden  handle. 

4.  Cranfotnmy  forceps. 


SINGULAR  CASE 

OV  A 

FOREIGN  BODY  FOUND  IN  THE 
HEART  OF  A  BOY. 

Bt  Thomas  Davis, 
SnrfeoOf  Upton  •upon-SeTera* 


On    Saturday    evening",    January    the 
I9tb,  1833,  I  was  sammoiicd  to  attend 


FOUND  IN  THE  HEART  OF  A  BOY.  3*5 

WilliamUiUi.kffedlO.lifiD^atBougph-  the  gun,  with   such  violeuce    that  it 

ton,  two  milei  TrDm  Uptoa.     Wlieu   I  eiiteKd  tbe   tboraz  ot  the  bo^  ou   the 

mrriTed,  hb  Duents  iofonned   me  that  riffht  side,  between  the  third  and  fourth 

their  ion  haa  shot  bimself  with  a  gun  ribs,    and    disappcarpd,      Imntediately 

made  out  of  the  handle  of  a  telescfpe  afier  the  accident  the  b«;  walked  hume, 

toasting-fork.     To  farm  tbe  breech  of  a  diatauce  of  about  forty  jards. 

the  gun,  he  had  driven  a  plug  of  wood.  By  tbe  time  I  saw  him,  he  had  lost  a 

about  three  inches  in  length,  into  the  considerable  quantity  of  blood,  and  aj>. 

handle  of  the  fork.     The  touch-bole  of  peared  lerv  fainL     When  I  titmed  him 


le  fork.     The  toucb-bole  ol  peared  lerv  lainL 

!  made  aller  the  charge  of  on  his  right  aide, 

powder  had  been  deposited  in  the  hollow  blood  issued  from  ^ 

part   of  the   handle;    the  Consequence  which  the    atick    entered    tbe    ihorar. 


'■S^i 


had  been  deposited  in  the  hollow  blood  issued  from   tbe  orifice,  through 

lie   handle;    the  Consequence  which  the    atick    entered    tbe    ihorar. 

.    when    the    gunpowder  ex-  Several  hours  elapsed  before  any  degfree 

ploded,  it  forced  the  artificial  breech,  or  of  reaction  look  place.     Hecumplauwd 

pie«e  of  stick,  from  the  barrel  part  of  of  no  pain. 


nln,  sod  niptntlni  It. 
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For  the  first  ten  dmys  or  m  fortnigfai  We  tearebed,  id  T«io,  lor  anj  wound, 

after  the  aecident,  he  appeared  to  be  either  in  the  h^rt  itself,  or  in  the  peri- 

recoverini^,  and  ooce,  during'  that  time,  cardiom,  bj  wbich  the  stick  could  nave 

walked  into  his  garden  and  back,  a  dis-  ibniid  its  waj  into  the  ventricle. 
tsnre  of  aboal  eightj  t«ids ;  and  whilst 

therebe  amused  himself  with  bis  flowers,  Ohtervatimu. — ^This  case  strikes  me 

and  even  stimd  the  mould.     He  alwajs  as  one  of  the  most  interesting  on  record, 

said  he  was  weD,  and  was  often  cheer-  In  the  fint  place,  that  this  diild  should 

ful,  and  even  merrj.    Tbeie  was  no  pe-  have  survived  such  an  accident,  as  the 

culiar  expression  of  countenance,  ex-  lodgement  of  a  stick,  three  inches  in 

cepting  that  bis  ejes  were  rather  too  length,  in  the  right  ventricle,  and  have 

brurbt.  been  afterwttds  equal  to  so  much  mus- 

After  the  first  fortnight  be  visiblj  cnlar  exertion  as  be  was,  appears  won* 
emaciated,  and  bad  frequent  rupors,  derful,  especiallj  if  we  eonsider  the 
which  were  alwajs  followed  bj  »int-  mechanical  difficnltj  wbich  the  heart 
ness.  The  pulse  was  veiy  quick.  Tbere  had  therebjr  to  encounter  in  carrying  on 
was  no  cougfa  nor  spitting  of  blood,  the  circulation  of  the  blood. 
The  secretions  were  healthy.  He  had  In  the  next  place,  it  appears  some- 
no  pain  throughout  bis  iUness.  what  difficult  to  point  out  now  the  stick 

He  died  on  the  evening  of  the  25tb  of  found  its  way  into  the  ri^bt  ventricle  of 

February,  exactly  five  weeks  and  two  tbe  heart    There  was  no  wound,  nor 

days  after  the  accident  occurred.     At  remnant  of  a  wound,  either  in  tbe  peri- 

the  examination  of  tbe  body  tbere  were  cardium,  or  in  the  muscular  structure  of 

present,  tbe  Hon.  W.  H.  Coventry,  Mr.  tbe  heart.     Tbe  stick  seems  to  have 

Walker,  the  father  of   tbe   boy,   Mr.  entered  tbe  mediasUnnm, without  wound. 

Sheward,  surgeon,  and  myself.  ing  the  anterior  part  of  tbe  right  lung*, 

but  to  have  wouuded  the  posteriorpor- 

On  opening  the  thorax,^  a  small  cica.  tion  of  the  lung[,  near  its  root.    What 

trix  was  visible  between  tbe  cartilages  became  of  tbe  stick  afterwards  is  nnoer- 

of  the  third  and  fourth  ribs,  on  the  right  tain,  exceptins'  that  we  know  it  found 

side,    about    half   an    inch    from    the  its  way  into  toe  heart 

sternum.  I  am  inclined,  myself,  to  think,  that 

There  was  no  effusion  of  blood,  or  of  the  stick,  afler   wounding    the    lung, 

scrum,  into  the  sacs  of  the  pleura.  passed  into  the  vena  cava,  and  was  car- 

The  lungs  appeared  quite  healthy,  ried  by  the  stream  of  blood,  first  into 

excepting  tnat  there  was  a  small  tuber-  the  rij^ht  auricle,  and  then  into  the  right 

cle  in  the  right  lung,  and  at  its  root,  ventricle,  where  it  became  fixed,  in  the 

near  tb  the^  pulmonair  artery,  a  small  manner  before  specified,  and  as  is  shewn 

blue  mark  in  tbe  cellular  tissue,  corre-  in  tbe  accompanying  plate  *. 

MDonding  in  size  with  the  cicatrix  on     

tne  parietes  of  the  chest  * 

Heart  and  pericardium,^When  tbe  comparative  probability 

pericardium  was  divided,  about  half  an  or 

ounce  ofiCTumwa.  found  in  it.  ^jpE   ^..oko  the  MALE   POPULA- 

bJijr.           '     *''**™*"^'     'PP*"**"  TION  or  ENGLAND  A«o  WALES. 

When  an  incision  was  made  into  tbe  ^^o  ^> 

heart,  so  as  to  expose  the  right  auricle  medical   practitioners    of   oeemanit 

and  ventricle,  we  were  astonished   to  ^^^  north  America. 

find,  lodged  in  that  ventricle,  the  stick  

which  tbe  boy  bad  used  as  tbe  breech  To  ike  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 

of  the  gun,  the  one  end  of  it  pressing  Sir, 

against  the  extreme  part  of  the  ventn-  »r„^..«J  t  -.-                                      •*!- 

i.u    n«.i.  *Um,  .«««  «r  «!.«  i,«.w   -«^  Though  I  was  aware,  m  common  with 

camti  and  tbe  internal  surface  of  the  *,^Pi?i!!^'!?!i^.?{'jf*  ??•"?. ^Ilt.*!^*; 

heart 

auriculo- 

part 

n»  iingc  as  a  walnut.  gic«i  AstocUtivik 
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other  learned  professions,  and  people  in 
easy  and  healthy  circamstances,  still 
the  exposition  of  Professor  Casper,  as 
given  m  the  Medical  Gazette  of  the 
10th  instant,  a  little  surprised  me,  and 
nataraUj  drew  my  attention  to  what 
night  in  other  countries  be  ascertained. 
With  this  view,  I  took  the  trouble  of 
calculating,  from  the  Tablet  of  Morim^ 


litjf  in  England  and  WaUs^  published 
in  the  Ojfficial  Returns  of  Pamdation^ 
Sec,  the  probability  of  life  in  tnis  king- 
dom from  I,UQ6,195  male  persons 
buried,  at  every  age  from  birth  to  100 
years,  during  a  space  of  18  years,  from 
1913  to  1830,  and  which  result  I  have 
stated  in  the  second  column  of  the  fol- 
lowing table. 


Table  of  the  Comparative  PaoBABiLiry  of  Life  among  the  Male  Popu- 
lation OF  England  and  Wales,  and  of  Medical  Practitioners  in 
Germany  aKd  North  America. 


1 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Probable 

Probable 

Probable 

Probable 

Probable 

Probable 

Male  Lift 

Life  of 

Life  of 

Male  Life 

Life  of 

Life  of 

Age. 

In 

Medical  Men 
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In 

Medical  Men 

Medical  Men 
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to 

In  North 

V 
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63 
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24 
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64 
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13-4 

25 
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28 
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66 
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27 
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67 
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68 
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69 
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70 
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71 
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74 
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83 
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Not  having  at  hand  an  j  extended  and  difference,— a  result  that  might,  const - 
continued  necrology  of  medical  men  in  derin^  all  relative  circumstances,  be^  d 
this  kingdom,  I  availed  myself  of  Dr.  prion  assumed.  It  is  true  that  the  bio- 
Thacher's  ''American  M!edical  Bio-  graphyof  Dr.  Thacher  includes  all  those 
graphy,"  published  in  1828,  vrhich  con-  who  were  eminent  in  his  list,  which  no- 
tains  the  lives  and  ages  of  160  medical  tice  they  perhaps  would  not  have  ob- 
practitioners,  who  haa  died  in  the  United  tained,  provided  length  of  years  had  not 
States  during  the  last  and  the  elapsed  confirmed  the  nascent  talents  of  youth, 
part  of  the  present  century;  and  the  and  made  useful  and  honourable  the 
calculation  cfeduced  from  this  source  moderate  and  otherwise  unnoticeable  ac- 
I  have  stated  in  the  fourth  column.  quiremeuts  of  the  individual.     As  it  is. 

The  third  column  contains  an  exact  tne  different  ages  to  which  150  practi- 

transcript  of  Prof.  Casper's  probability  tioners  have  lived,  must  give  a  fair  ave- 

of  life,  as  takeu  from  the  Medical  Ga-  rage  of  the  duration  of  life  among  the 

zette  of  the  lOth  instant.  members  of  the  profession  in  that  coun- 

The  probable  duration  of  life,  in  co-  try,  after  they  have  arrived  at  the  age  of 

lumns  2d  and  4th,  is  calculated  from  30  years. 

Halley*s  method,  tiie  same  which  Prof.  I  had  intended  to  have  made  this 

Casper  has  used,  and  which  leads  to  as  communication  more  full  on  some  other 

near  an  approximation  of  the  average  statistical  subjects,  but  shall  conclude, 

duration  as  can  easily  be  deduced.  in  alluding^  to  the  editorial  remarks  of 

From  the  above  Table,  it  is  seen  how  the  10th    instant,  on   the  salubrity  of 

much   the    probable    duration  of  life,  London,  and  this  kingdom  in  general, 

among  the  whole  male  population  of  the  by  stating,  that  the  rate  (^mortality  in 

kingxiom,  exceeds  that  of  the  medical  this  town,  one  of  the  healthiest  in  Lan- 

practioners  in  Germany,  which  is  a  result  cashire,  and  with  a  population  of  41 ,1  d& 

that  would  not  at  first  be  thought  to  be  in  1831,  was,  in  that  year,  1  in  36*5, 

the  case, — seeing  that  the  duration  of  when  a  good  deal  of  epidemic  dysen- 

life  is  short  among  the  great  proportion  tery  and  fever  prevailed ;   but  it  falls 

of    the    working    and    manufacturing  down  to  1  in  40,  on  the  general  average 

people  of  this  kingdom,  and  which  must  of  late  years. — I  remain,  &c. 

counterbalance,  to  a  great  de^ee,  the  J.  Black,  M.D. 

more  lengthened  lives  of  the  agricultural  Boitoo,  May  34,  !8S4. 

classes,  and  those  in  easy  circumstances.     

It  is  allowed  that  the  members  of  the 
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posed  to  many  causes  deteriorating  the  SYSTEM. 

vital  energies  of  the  body,  and  abridg- 

ing  life ;  still,  it  is  presumed,  there  must  partiai.  paralysis  of  the  face. 

be  something  more  particularly  affect-  

in^  the  physical  existence  of  the  prac-  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 
titioners  in   Germany,   to  create  such 

a  low   probability    of  life;  especially  S'*> 

since  Professor  Casper  has  taken  his  Some  doubts  having  recently  been  ex- 
calculations  from  the  age  of  23— a  ye-  pressed  as  to  the  accuracy  of  Sir  Charles 
riod  when  the  severer  and  more  trying  Bell's  opinion,  relative  to  the  portio- 
studies  of  the  generality  of  pupils  are  dura  of  the  seveuth  pair  of  nerves,  I 
either  become  familiar  or  completed,  have  thought  the  following  case,  con- 
Perhaps  the  low  remuneration  for  their  firmatoir  of  the  doctrine  advanced  by 
professional  services,  and  the  conse-  that  able  anatomist,  might  not  be  un« 
quent  want  of  manj^  physical  comforts  acceptable  to  your  readers, 
which  practitioners  in  this  couutiy  en-  Mrs.  C.,a  person  of  hale  appearance, 
joy,  even  when  busily  employed,  may  and  about  40  years  of  age,  applied  to 
serye  to  solve  the  problem.  me  for  advice.  I  found  the  integuments 
The  probability  of  life  among  the  of  the  left  side  of  her  face  puffed  and 
medical  practitioners  in  America,  how.  swollen;  and  behind  the  root  of  the  left 
ever,  shows  a  rate  above  that  of  the  male  ear,  a  hard,  deep-seated,  glandular  tu- 
population  of  the  kingdom,  though  not  mor,  painful  on  pressure.  The  left 
to  the  extent  to  which  that  of  the  pro-  angle  of  the  moutn  was  drawn  to  th^ 
fession  in  Germany  sinks  below  it,  be-  opposite  side,  which  deformity  was 
ing,  in  general,  only  about  one-half  the  much  increased  by  the  act  of  smiling  or 
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,^ dn^.    The  leA  eye  had  a  staringf  mercurials    with  diaphoretics.     At  the 

appearance^  remained  wide  open  dur-  e:cpiration  of  three  months  I  had  the 

ing*  sleep,  and  could  not  he  closed  hj  gratification    to    perceive    the     tumor 

any  eflbrt.     The  left  nostril  also  was  nearljr  gone,  and  the  paralysed  muscles 

motionless,  as  well  as  the  skin  coTering  almost  restored  to  their  wonted  functions. 

the  left  portion  of  the  forehead,  and  the  Now  the  observations  I  would  make 

left  temple.     In  short,  all  the  muscles  on  the  above  case  are— 

of  the  left  side  of  the  face  had  lost  their  I.  That  the  paralysis  was  not  the  re- 

sabserviency   to    the    will;    but    it  is  suit  of  any  cerebral  affection,  there  never 

highly  worthy  of  remark,  that,  in  this  having  been  the  slightest  evidence  or 

complete  state  of  paralysis,  the  sensibi-  symptom  of  such  a  state. 

lity  of  the  part  should  remain  wholly  2.  That  the  hard,  deep-seated  tumor, 

unimpaired.    The  slightest  touch   was  below  the  root  of  the  ear,  was  the  real 

distinctly  perceptible,  and  all  the  other  cause;  for  with  that  tumor  the  paralysis 

senses  perfect    Mv  patient  has  always  commenced,  and  gradually  disappeared 

enjoyed  good  health,  and  neither  pre-  as  it  subsided. 

viously  to  her  present  malady,  nor  dur-  3.    That  the  immediate   cause    was 

ing  its  continuance,  has  she  ever  expe-  compression  of  the  portio  dura  of  the 

lienoed  the  slightest  headache,  giddi-  seventh  pair  of  nerves;   for,  from   the 

ness,  or  other  symptom  of  cerebral  de-  size  and  inward  direction  of  the  tumor 

rangement.  in  its  immediate  neighbourhood,  that 

On  inquiring  into  the  history  of  this  nerve    could   scarcely  escape  pressure 

case,  I  learned,  that  about  three  weeks  afler  its  escape   from  the  encephalon, 

ago  my    patient    had    been    exposed,  and  previously  to  its  distribution  on  the 

when  at  her  occupation  of  washing,  to  face. 

a  draoght  of  eold  air,  which,  making  4.  That  the  portio  dura  being  thus 
its  way  through  a  broken  pane  of  the  proved  to  be  the  motor  nerve  of  the  face, 
window,  came  in  contact  with  the  left  the  sensibility  of  that  part  must  be  de- 
side  of  her  neck  and  throat.  In  the  rived  from  the  other  nerves  sent  to  it— > 
evening  she  found  a   stiffness  at  that  viz.  the  branches  uf  the  fifth  pair. 

Eart,  which,  on  the  following  morning,  5.  That  the  sensibility  ana  muscular 
ad  increaMd,  and  was  then  accompa-  power  of  a  part  are  quite  independent  of 
nied  by  some  degree  of  swelling.  Re-  each  other;  and,  consequently,  that  the 
snming  her  occupation,  however,  she  nervous  influences,  by  virtue  of  which 
was  again  exposed,  during  the  greater  these  faculties  subsist,  are  derived  from 
part  of  this  oay  also,  to  the  conse-  different  sources,  and  are  conveyed 
quences  of  the  broken  window.  At  through  different  channels, 
night,  both  the  pain  and  swelling  had  These  inferences,  it  is  obvious,  are  in 
increased,  and  had  extended  upwards  to  strict  conformity  with  the  opinions  so 
the  root  of  the  left  ear  (which  part  was  ably  advocated  by  Sir  Charles  Bell, 
extremely  painful  to  the  touch),  and  who  has  shewn,  on  convincing  evidence, 
over  the  corresponding  side  of  the  that  not  the  face  only,  but  that  every 
face.  Then  it  was  that  Mrs.  C.  first  other  part  of  the  body,  is  indebted,  for 
perceived  she  had  lost  all  power  of  its  faculties  of  sensation  and  motion,  to 
motion  in  the  left  side  of  her  face ;  and,  nerves  perfectly  distinct  from  each  other, 
becoming  alarmed  at  the  circumstance,  both  in  their  nature  and  their  origin. 
she  songnt  medical  assistance.  Phlebo.  Sh|^uld,  therefore,  the  above  case  be  re- 
tomjr  and  purgatives  were  unsparingly  garded  as  an  unnecessary  accumulation 
administered,  under  the  notion  of  an  of  proof,  I  must  rest  my  apology  for 
^K>pleetic  seizure.  By  these  mevuis  the  making  it  public  on  the  anxiety  I  feel 
general  inflammatory  swelling  of  the  to  place  so  important  a  truth  beyond  the 
nee  was  much  subdued,  without,  how-r  reach  of  doubt  or  difficulty,  and  which, 
ever,  making  any  favourable  impression  though  apparently  simple,  required  no- 
on the  paralytic  state,  or  materidly  less-  thing  less  than  the  ij^enins  of  a  consnm- 
ening  the  tumor  behind  the  ear.  Dis-  mate  anatomist  to  disentangle  from  the 
tressed  and  inconvenienced,  she  deter-  perolexities  in  •which  it  lay  involved, 
mined  on  asking  farther  advice,  and  I  Valuable  as  that  truth  assuredly  is,  in  its 
was,  about  three  weeks  afterwards,  con-  practical  application,  and  solving^  as  it 
suited.  I  leeched  the  part  freely,  af^r-  does  phenomena  previously  considered 
wards  blistered  it,  then  rubbed  in  mer-  inexplicable,  we  need  look  for  no  fur- 
cttrial  ointment,  and  gave,  internally,  ther  incentives  to  pursue  the  path  of  in- 
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quiry  tbus  happily  struck  out.     Bat  tern  of  dunning^,  bills,  clubs,  elab-doc- 

never  let  it  be  forgpotten,  that,  in  the  tors— to  our  habits   of  farming  at  so 

whole  compass  of  physiological  research,  much  a  year,  for  what  would  scarcely 

there  is  no  subject  of  greater  difficulty  remunerate  a  porter,  the  medical  atten- 

or  complexity  than  the  functions  of  the  dance  of  the  families  of  our  merchants 

brain  and  nerves.    Momentarily  in  dan-  and  tradesmen — of  the  clerks,  labourers, 

ger  of  being  led  astray  by  the  imagina-  shop-boys,  male  and  female  attendants, 

tion,  we  ought  ever  to  l>e  on  our  guard  from  the  porter  at  the  door  to  the  lady 

against  its  seductive  influence,  and  re-  in  the  drawing-room— of  our  wholesale 

solve  to  encounter  the  laborious,  though  and  retail  establishments;  nor  to  our 

not  ignoble,  task  of  collecting  facts  that  attending,  for  a  ticket  to  ihe  play,  the 

will  bear  the  test  of  thcniost  unsparing  families  of  the  directors  and  managers 

Rcrutiny.    From  data  such  as  these,  and  of  our  theatres.    No ;  the  remedy  here 

from  such  alone,  may  we  hope  to  rise,  is  in  our  own  hands,  and  consists  in  dis- 

by  a  series  of  inductions,  to  some  further  countenancing  these  abuses,  from  what- 

knowledge  of  the  specific  uses  of  the  ev&r  quarter  they  proceed,  or  with  what- 

varions  parts  of  that  system,  or  bodily  ever  pomp  or  pretension  they  may  be 

organization,  with  which  the  thinking  accoBponted.    In  doing  so,  we  shall 

and  percipient  principle  is  mysteriously  be  sostaining  the  respectability  of  the 

united,  aud  tbrou|rh  whose  medinm  it  profession,  and  multiplying  the  chances 

develops  its  operations,  soalains  animal  and  sources  of  practice, 

life,  and  holus  interooorse  with  the  ex-  In  this  paper  I  wish  to  convey  some 

tcmal  worlds— I  am,  sir,  notions  of  the  state  and  management  of 

Your  obliged  servant,  our  public  institutions  for  the  relief  of 

F.  Bailey,  M.D.  the  sick,   and  of  their  effects  on  the 

BeMling  May  28  1884.  character  and  emoluments  of  the  pro- 

'           *  fession.     This  I  intended  to  have  done 

: long  since,  but  curcumstances  prevented 

me;   nor  should  I  now  attempt  it,  if 

SKETCHES  OF  THE  PRESENT  STATE  AWD  ^tfe^^^  ^^   COnveit«int  with   the  sib- 

FEELiNos  ^^^  seemed  wiUing  or  disposed  to  take 

«*'*■■  It  up.    The  country  is  beginning  to 

MEDICAL  PROFESSION  IN  THE  awake  to  the  bad  effects  of  indiscnmi- 

PROVINCES;  ^*^   charity;   the    poor-law    commis- 

.   .               .  „   .   T .         I     J ..  TT-  •  v.  »M>n«w  have  sounded  the  alarm,  and 

And  nu^espicuUly  in  Liverpool andtu  Vwtmty.  funded  the  public  by  their  picture  of 

By  James  Collins,  M.D,  its    demoralizing    results;    they    have 

__^  shewn  in  their  report,  what  cveiy  one 

of  common  observation  and  experience 

The  more  I  contemplate  the  abuses  and  must  have  long  since  seen,  that  too 

anomalies  that  disgrace  and  impoverish  great  facilities  of  relief  induce  persons 

the  practice  of  medicine,  the  more  lam  to  avail  themselves  of  it  fbr  whom  it 

convinced  how  hopeless  it  is  to  suppose  was  never  intended— that  they  destroy 

that  acts  of  parliament  can  alone  rectify  their  sense  of  independence,  and  their 

them:  they  may  check,  as  I  trust  they  feelings  of  delicacy,  self-aid,  and  i«. 

will,  the  wholesale  license  that  exists  at  roect ;  in  short,  that  thev  do  more  barm 

present  for  quackery  and  empirici|m ;  than  good.    If  these  views  and  princi- 


ngnis  ana  privileges  oi  meoicaimen:  aifora  Tbe  greatest  facilities  for  gratut- 
they  may  raise  the  standard  of  medical  ions  advice  and  medicine,  and  thereby 
edacation,  and  establish  some  unifom  rob  the  profession  of  their  legitimate 
system  in  our  eolleges  and  nmversittes  |»raetioe,  by  relieving  those  that  ought  to 
lor  degrees  in  medicine  and  surgery,  pay  for  it,  without  any  remnneranon  to 
and  thereby  diminish  the  facili^  of  in-  those  whose  akill  and  time  they  dispose 
nndating  a  profession*  already  over-  of  for  this  purpose;  for  then  is 
stocked  with  men  of  comparatively  low  scarcely  ft  pmon  employed  in  there,  ex- 
attainments  ;  they  may  do  all  this,  and  cent  the  medical  men,  who  is  not  paid  for 
much  more,  but  they  cannot  pat  an  end  what  he  does :  the  porters,  nurses,  par- 
to  our  low  and  mean  charges  detailed  in  sons,  attorneys,  collectors,  matrons,  and 
my  former  coinmunications«-'to  our  sys-  all  the  rest  of  the  woricing  agents,  do 
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jioihing    for    nothing; -—why,     then,  stitution,    who   has  louff   set  his  face 

should  the  physicians    and  surgpeons,  arainst  sach  patients,  took  one  day  one 

whose  time  and  services  are  the  most  of  our  principal  merchants,  a  g^reatsup- 

raloahle,  without  which  the  machinery  porter  of  these  establishments,    to  the 

eould  not  (to  on,  nor  the  charitjr  be  of  any  house  of  a  patient  then  attending^  them, 

service?   Is  this  right,  or  ouent  it  to  con-  in  order  to  show  him  an  instance  of 

tinue,  unless  medical  men  &  not  intend  these    malpractices,    and    to    convince 

tolivebytheirprofession,andwi8htobe-  him  by  ocular  demonstration  that  he 

oome  the  instruments  of  their  own  ruin?  ou^ht  not  to  be  admitted.    They  found 

But  the  evil  does  not  stop  here :  these  this  patient's  house  rented  at  fifty  pounds 

charities  destroy  the  profession,  by  tak-  a  year,  besides  the  local  and  government 

ing  from  it  the  materials  by  which  it  taxes,  well  furnished  and  carpeted,  with 

ought  to  live— in  admitting  as  pauper  pa-  all  the  other  exterior  marks  of  ease  and 

tients  those  who  could  and  ought  to  pay  comfort;  yet  he  was  a  dispensary  pa- 

for  attendance.    Here,  it  is  as  notorious  tient !    But    why  multiply  examples  ? 

as    the   noon-day  sun,   that  hundreds  They  are  of  every-daj^  occurrence,  and 

oome  who  ought  not— that  persons  in  neitner    excite    surprise    or    attention, 

easy,  and  what,  comparatively,  may  be  though  means  are  nominally  in  force  to 

calM  affluent  circumstances,  apply  to  detect  and  prevent  them, 

these,  without  any  indication  that  in  do-  Thus  we  take  the  gpround  from  under 

iug  so  they  deem  themselves  lowered  in  our  own  feet,  and  &come  in  a  great 

their  own  or  the  public  estimation.    I  degree  the  instruments  of  our  destruc- 

h«ve  seen  men  and   women  go  there,  tiou.    We  give  our  services  for  nothing 

with  the  dress  and  appearance  of  th'e  to  charities  for  the  benefit  of  those  that 

better  and  paving  classes,  drive  up  to  ou^ht  to  paj  for  them,  and  we  all  com- 

the  doors,  and  keep  the  cars  or  carriages  plain  of  being  overstocked.     How  few 

they  hire  to  bring  them  waiting  until  can  now  live,  much  less  attain  wealth 

th^  have  done,  and  all  this  without  and  independence,  by  their  practice !— - 

any  evidence  of  shame  or  remorse^  or  yet  we  refuse  to  open  our  eyes  to  the 

consciousness  that   they    were    dom^  truth,  that  we  ourselves  are  in  a  great 

wrong  in  applying  for  relief  to  a  medi-  degree  the  cause  of  all  this,  by  tending 

cal  charity :   others,  again,  with  a  little  to  swell  the  tide  of  pauperism  that  has 

more  tact  and  decency,  dress,  on  these  oc-  been  long  setting  in  upon  us  from  these 

easioos,  a  little  more  shabbily,  and  often  and  similar  causes.    The  whole  system 

give,  when  they  apply,  false  or  fictitious  is  rotten,  and  must  be  changed.     Medi- 

names  and  addresses.    It  may  be  asked,  cal  men  ought  and  must  be  paid,  and 

why  do  medical  men  encourage  or  re-  the  doors  of  these  institutions  closed 

ceive  such  patients?    It  is  easier  to  ask  against  all  but  paupers.    Persons  who 

the  question  than  to  answer  it :  many  of  can  pay,  and  will  not  pay,  ought  to  be 

them  are  deceived,  others  are  not,  and  do  made  to  pay,  or  at  least  nave  no  ousiness 

it  from  calculations  of  one  sort  or  another,  there.     Wo  at  would  become  of  law,  di- 

that  ultimately  something  may  bejgot  by  vinity,  or  any  other  trade  or  calling,  if 

them  or  their  connexions,  and  from  a  people  could  take  its  services  for   no- 

fieeling  that  the  mere  poor  can  serve  no  thing  ? — if  institutions,  as  in  medicine, 

one.    A  physician  that  had  been  many  -  were  opened  to  the  public  for  their  ^rra- 

years  attached  to  one  of  our  dispen-  tuitousaid?    Do  you  think,  Mr.  Editor, 

saries,  told  me,  in  illustration  of  tnese  that  they  would  continue  long  lucrative 

nraetices,  that  one  day,  whilst  passing  or  respectable,  or  that  the  puDlic  would 

BIS  dispensary  patients,    oue  of  them  not  take  advantage  of  them  by  taking 

adied  hira  if  he  would  advise  her  to  ride  for  nothing  what  they  are  now  obliged 

occasionally  on  horseback:   astonished  to  pay  for,  and  soon  reduce  them  to 

at  the  question,  he  inquired  if  she  could  pover^  and  obscurity  ?    But  there  is  no 
aiibid  It    •*  '^ 
**  my  father 
master" — ag( 

it  was  supposed,  of  five  or  six  hundred  ness  or  professional  services :  would  that 

a  year  from  his  business ;  yet  his  daugh-  medical  men  would  do  so  likewise,  when 

ter,  a  nice  accomplished  young  lady,  they  could  and  ought  to  be  paid.    See 

attended  as  a  dispensary  patient.    Ano-  how  others  act,  with  all  their  religion  and 

tber  physician  attached  to  the  same  in-  holy  zeal :  the  chaplain  of  our  infirmary 
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is  paid;  the  chaplain  to  our  jail  is  paid,  self  so  cheap,  for  beio^  willing  to  work 

and  so  is  the  chaplain  to  our  workhouse;  for  nothing,  and  to  nsk  swamping  his 

though  they  tell  us  that  their  calling  profession,  for  the  mere  contingency  that 

is  not  of  this  world ;  and  though  these  in  doing"  so  he  maj  ultimately  attain 

offices  are  mere  sinecures,  and  have  heen  notoriety  and  practice  hy  being  attached 

created  to  swell  patronage  and  the  loaves  to  a  public  institution, 

and  fishes,  without  any  regard  to  the  in-  But  let  us  come  a  little  closer  to  this 

terests  of  the  charity  or  Uie  feelings  of  gratuitous  system,  and  see  how  it  works 

the  inmates,  as  the  greater  part  of  the  for  the  patients  and  the  subscribers,  and 

latter  do  not  belong  to  their  cnurch,  and  we  will  find  that  it  is  as  injurious  to 

nerer  trouble  them  for  their  ministry.  both  as  to  the  profession,  and  therefore 

Now  let  us  see  how  the  attorneys  act:  ought,  in  the  name  of  justice  and  huma- 

our  vestry  clerk,  an  attorney,  gets  a  thou-  nity,  to  be  done  away  with.    What  is 

sand  a  year,  independent  of  his  regular  not  paid  for,  is  seldom  well  or  regularly 

business,  for  a  few  hours*  attendance  in  done :  without  a  motive,  there  can  be  no 

the  week  on  the  select  vestry.      His  |p%at  exertion ;  and  what  greater  incen- 

salary  is  three  hundred  a  year;  and  the  tive  can  there  be,  taking  human  nature 

rest,  the  profits  of  his  law  bills,  that  asitis,  than  remuneration  for  our  trou- 

amount  to  near  two  thousand  a  year:  ble.     Medical  men  are  appointed  to  our 

every  body  knows  that  such  bills  are,  public  charities,  without  tee  or  reward, 

like  apothecaries',  cent,  per  cent.    Our  to  take  charge  of  the  patients.     Is  it 

town-clerk,  an  attorney,   swore  before  likelr,  in  these  circumstances,  that  they 

*  the  commissioners  that  his  place  was  could  or  would  ?   and  is  it  not  notorious 

worth  three  or  four  thousand  a  year,  in-  that  they  do  not  ?    They  get  what  they 

dependent  of  all  its  indirect  and  direct  covet,  the  name  of  attending  them ;  but 

patronage.    The  clerk   to  our  magis*  the  greater  part  of  the  work  Is  done  by 

trates,  an  attorney,  makes,  by  the  per-  others. 

quisites  and  salary  of  his  office,  one  There  are  two  classes  of  medical  men 
thousand  a  year;  at  least  this  was  the  attached  to  our  dispensaries,  the  ho- 
swom  statement  before  the  commis-  norary  and  stipendiary  officers :  the  first 
sioners.  The  clerk  to  the  commission  -  are  supported  by  the  public  and  the 
ers  of  the  Watch  and  Scavengers,  an  subscrioers,  and  were  elected  to  be 
attorney ;  the  clerk  to  the  Paving  Board,  the  physicians  and  surgeons  of  the 
an  attorney ;  the  clerk  to  the  Dock  patients ;  but  in  fact  they  are  not :  for 
Trustees,  an  attorney,  &c.,  make  each  until  very  lately  the  custom  here  was  to 
by  their  respective  offices  sums  vary-  leave,  in  a  great  degree,  the  house- 
ing  from  eignt  hundred  to  two  or  three  patients  to  the  apothecaries  and  their 
thousand  a  year.  Many  of  them  are  apprentices — lads  without  any  previous 
veiy  religious  men, — good  and  God-  or  professional  education.  Whenever 
fearing  Christians;  but  do  not  allow  they  supposed  the  case  dangerous,  or 
reliffion  or  charity  to  stand  in  the  way  wished  to  shift  the  responsibility  from 
of  business,  and  get  paid  for  what  their  own  shoulders,  tney  sent  for  the 
they  do:  not  so  the  medical  men;  they  physician  or  surgeon, or,  as  they  termed 
do  not  frequently  get  credit  either  for  nim,  the  honorary  officer,  and,  like  the 
charity  or  religion ;  and  yet  no  men  huntsman,  he  was  often  only  in  at  the 
in  the  community  render  such  disin-  death ;  the  lads  or  apothecary  keeping 
terested  services  to  both.  For  them  until  then  the  patient,  particularly  if  U 
there  are  no  such  sinecures  or  places,  were  an  interesting  case,  to  try  their 
with  good  salaries  and  no  trouble ;  there  own  hands,  or  to  satisfy  their  own  skiQ 
are  no  loaves  and  fishes  served  in  this  and  curiosity.  This  was  the  common 
way  for  them  at  the  public  expense;  practice  for  nearly  half  a  century— 
for,  with  the  exception  of  the  apothe-  almost  from  the  very  foundation  of  our 
caries  or  house-surgeons  of  our  public  dispensaries ;  until  at  last  public  atten.- 
institutions,  no  medical  man  is  paid  for  tion  was  directed  to  this  cruel  and  un- 
his  services  here,  or  receives  one  shilling  natural  perversion  of  the  nature  and 
for  his  time  or  trouble,  but  is  very  often  object  ot  these  charities.  The  news- 
treated  with  ingratitude  and  disrespect,or  papers  teemed  with  letters,  addresses, 
is  cast  off  in  his  old  age  without  ceremony  and  appeals,  of  one  sort  or  another,  to  the 
bytbeverycharities  be  served  all  his  life;  subscribers:  things  became  too  hot 
and  he  has  his  reward  for  making  him-  from  agitation  to  be  handled  and  ooi^ 
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dnaed  as  heretofore.  Two  parties  were  sense  ou^fat  to  point  out,  that  if  any 
formed  amidst  the  subscribers.  The  sucb  arrangement  like  this  were  to 
managingr  committee  split  among^  tbem-  exist,  it  ought  to  be  reversed  ;-*that  the 
selves :  some  were  for  bolstering  np  and  house-patients,  from  the  vtry  fact  of 
continuing  the  old  system ;  others  were  being  generally  the  most  dangerously 
for  eidier  modifying  or  doing  away  with  ill,  should  have  the  best  adrice — ^that  is, 
it  altogether.  Years  roU^  on  before  the  attendance  of  the  honorary  phy- 
any  thing  was  done,  and  the  worst  of  sicians  and  surgeons,  as  they  are  pre- 
passions  and  petty  vexations  were  in  the  sumed  to  be  by  the  subscribers  and  the 
interim  indulged  between  the  contend-  public  the  best  informed  and  most  com- 
ing  parties :  religion,  politics,  little  and  petent  to  gi?e  it ;  and  that  the  house- 
local  differences  lor  victory  and  suprema-  assistant,  nouse-sur^'eons,  or,  as  they 
cy,  were  all  brought  into  action  without  are  termed,  the  stipendiary  officers, 
any  credit  to  the  individual  or  advantajg^  should  pass  the  patients  that  come  to 
to  the  charity.  At  last  the  cause  of  justice  the  dispensary,  havinsf  usually  the  more 
and  truth  in  some  degree  triumphed.  A  trifling  and  iUsignilcant  complaints, 
sort  of  compromise  was  made  some  time  and  less  in  want  of  superior  medical 
since,  namely,  to  get  assistant  house-  aid.  Is  there  not  something  absurd 
sargeons  to  visit  the  patients,  instead  of  and  distorted  in  the  arrangement  that 
the  boys,  or,  as  they  were  then  termed,  exists— -at  variance  with  sense  and  expe- 
the  visiting  pupils.  Thus  did  this  gnu  rience?  Here  we  have  the  mostimport- 
tuitons  system  work,  and  thus  were  the  ant  complaints  intrusted  to  the  lufe- 
tnterests  of  the  charities  made  sub-  rior  meaical  officers,  and  the  most 
servient  to  personal  and  factious  feel-  trifling  to  the  superior  ones.  Is  not  this 
ings.  And  though  great  improvement  putting  the  cart  before  the  horse,  and 
has  taken  place  by  SnA  partial  recogni-  reversing  the  very  order  and  nature  of 
don  of  the  stipendiary  principle,  still  the  things,  and  strongly  indicative  of  the 
working  of  the  dispensaTy  apparatus  is  inconvenience  and  absurdity  of  our  pre- 
bad  and  defective,  and  will  never  be  sent  dispensary  systems  ?  We  have  the 
good  until  the  name  and  place  of  bono-  public  every  year  returning  thanks  to 
rary  medical  officers  be  swept  away  the  honorair  officers,  the  physicians  and 
from  the  list  of  the  appointments ;  in-  surgeons  of'^the  charities,  as  the  persons 
deed,  the  very  meaniufg^  of  tbe  word,  presumed  to  have  exclusi>  ely  the  care 
even  if  we  had  not  the  light  and  benefit  of  the  sick,  and  not  one  wora  of  notice 
of  experience,  would  suggest  the  pro-  or  thanks  of  the  stipendiary  officers,  who 
priety  of  doing  so.  Our  dictionaries  really  have  it.  The  whole  arrange- 
tell  its,  that  it  means  '*  possessing  a  title  ment  is  complex  and  unnatural.  I  do 
or  place  without  performing  services  or  not  blame  tlie  honorary  physicians  and 
receiving  a  reward:"  yet  we  are  anxious  surgeons;  they  undertake  what  they 
lor  the  appellation,  and  think  there  is  know  they  neither  do,  nor  can  do,  even 
some  honour  attached  to  it.  were  they  to  devote  all  their  time  and 
The  practice  is  now  for  the  honorary  health  to  it.  I  know  that  some  of  them 
physicians  and  surgeons  to  see,  or,  as  hiave  been  the  slaves  of  their  efforts  in 
they  term  it,  to  past  their  patients  at  the  this  respect,  and  have  worked  as  hard 
dispensaries,  and  to  visit  only  the  home  as  men  under  the  circumstances  could, 
ones,  or  those  that  are  too  sick  to  attend,  or  ought  to  be  expected ;  but  in  vaiu,--- 
when  the  house-surgeon  or  his  assistant  the  abuses  have  gone  on.  The  fault  is 
report  them  dangerously  ill.  Until  then  in  the  system,  and  not  in  the  men,  and 
they  have  charge  of  them,  like  the  boys  only  proves  the  necessity  of  a  total 
in  the  formersystem,  and  may  keep  them  change.  This  is  an  easy  and  obvious 
on  their  hands  almost  as  long  as  they  one,  equally  useful  to  the  public  and 
please.  It  is  true  the  latter  are  generally  the  profession^namely,  paying  the  me- 
well-educated  young  gentlemen,  mem-  dical  men  for  their  work,  and  doing 
bera,  for  the  most  part,  of  the  College  of  away  with  all  the  farce  and  farrago  of 
Surgeons  in  London ;  but  yet,  from  their  the  present  cumbrous  and  unwieldy  ma. 
age  and  standing  in  the  profession,  too  chinery  of  honorary  officers,  and  their 
young,  and  very  of^n  too  inexperienced,  usual  appendages  or  porters,  nurses,  ser- 
to  have  such  a  charge.  It  is  here  they  vants,  matrons,  apothecaries,  ^c.  Every 
first  begin  practice ;  and  at  the  expense  one  knows  that  they  do  not,  nor  cannot, 
of  tbe  poor  and  the  charities,  they  ad-  attend  to  the  patients,  and  that  these 
ranee  in  experience.      Now  common  places  tend  but  to  keep  up  unmeaning 

MO.— xiy.  2  A 
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and  unmerited  distinctions;  that  they  are  a  shillitig  in  the  pound  of  their  debts ; 

elected,  almost   without  an  exception,  so  much  do  they  calculate  thereby  on 

by  local  influence,  personal  or  family  recoverincf  caste  and  character.     ISow, 

connexions,  without  much,  if  any,  re-  if  instead  of  expending^  nearly  three 

gard  to   their  talents,   capabilities,  or  thousand  a  year  in  supporting  two  dis- 

professional  claims:  in  fact,  that  these  pensaries,  they  had   di?ided  the  town 

■places  are  made  a  cat*s  paw  to  feed  va-  into    districts,  and   appointed   medical 

nity,  and  prop  up  self-conceit  and  emp-  men  to  each,  physicians  and  surgeons, 

tiiiess,  and  that  tlieresulthas  often  been,  according  to  its  extent  and  exigencies, 

that  men  have  from  time  to  time  been  under  the  direction  of  a  managing  com- 

apuoiiited  to  them,  physically  and  men-  mittee  selected  by  the  subscribers,  the 

tally  incapable  of  discharging  their  du-  work  would    be  well  done,    the  poor 

ties;  and  hence  the  public  are  eyerv  would  be  properly  attended,  and  a  large 

day  beginning  to  Iooil  on  them  witn  sum,  three  tnousand  a  year,  would  be 

more  and  more  suspicion  and  distrust.  divided  among  the  profession,  that  is 

See  how  the  paying  system  would  now  eaten  up  in  supporting  an  expen- 

work — how  different  wotild  be  its  result  sive,  defective,  and  jarring  apparatus  of 

and  advantages  to  the  profession.     We  matrons,  servants,  porters,  clerks,  col- 

haye  seen  that  the  gratuitous  one  is  bad  lectors,    apothecaries,  assistant-anothe- 

and  inoperative^  and  that  the  practical  caries,  house-surgeons,  assistant-nouse- 

improvements  that  have  occurred  in  it  surgeons,  and  a  host  of  other  minor  and 

are  owing  to  the  stipendiary  officers,  sut^rdiuate    agents.      By  this   simple 

and  only  prove  the  necessity  of  farther  plan,  humbug,  and  cant,  and  hypocrisy, 

changes.    We  have  here  two  public  dis-  would  be  restricted,  and  none  out  pro- 

{>ensaries,  the  North  and  the  South,  re-  per  objects  of  charity  would  be  received 
ieving,  as  their  reports  state,  from  forty  or  attended.  Thus  the  profession  would 
to  Gfiy  thousand  patients  a  year—- that  be  served  and  protected,  and  all  the 
is,  nearly  one-fourth  of  the  population  of  wishes  and  intentions  of  the  charity  ful- 
Liverpool,  and  having  attached  to  each  filled.  In  this  case  medical  men  would 
three  nonorary  physicians  and  surgeons,  have  an  incentive  to  do  their  duty,^the 
and  two  or  three  stipendiary  officers,  fear  of  losing  the  salary ;  and  we  would 
These  institutions  are  supported  by  do-  all  be  protected  from  the  indiscriminate 
nations,  legacies,  subscriptions,  forming  abuse,  and  distribution  of  gratuitous  ad- 
a  common  fund  for  the  supply  of  their  vice  and  medicine,  alludeato  in  the  be- 
respective  wants,  and  amounting  in  one  ginning  of  this  paper.  The  stipendiary 
way  or  other  to  about  from  two  to  three  medical  men  would  take  care,  for  their 
thousand  a  year.  This  sum  may  seem  own  sakes,  not  to  admit  them,  as  by  do- 
large  to  strangers,  but  not  to  those  who  ing  so  they  would  only  be  increasing 
know  the  customs  and  resources  of  the  their  (Avn  trouble,  and  subjecting  them- 
town.  The  greater  part  almost  of  our  selyes  to  the  censure  and  reprimand  of 
merchants,  brokers,  snip-owners,  manu-  the  committee  and  the  profession.  Ten 
facturers,  tradesmen,  dec.  subscribe  to  medical  men  would  be  more  than  suffi- 
tliem  as  a  matter  of  policy  and  interest,  cient  to  attend  to  ail  the  poor  of  the 
and  are  thereby  entitled  to  send  there  town,  under  proper  management ;  and 
the  men  in  their  employment,  or  othera,  at  the  rate  of  three  thousand  a  year— 
when  sick.  Thus  for  a  trifle  they  get  the  exiienditure  of  but  two  dispensaries 
what  may  otherwise  cost  hundreds,  and  — ^might  have,  if  this  sum  were  divided 
the  character  of  humane  and  charitable  as  it  ought,  a  salary  of  three  hundred  a 
men  into  the  bargain.  To  such  an  ex-  year  each.  What  a  new  source  of  re- 
tent  does  subscribing  to  the  public  insti-  venue  or  emolument  the  introduction  of 
tutions,  howeyer  ill  conducted,  appear  this  system  would  bring,  now  utterly 
to  indicate  here  generous  an^  ungene-  lost  and  cast  away,  or  expended  on  a 
rous  feelings,  that  candidates  for  public  retinue  of  useless  retainers,  in  sapping 
situations  frequently  reproach  each  the  foundation  and  comforts  of  medical 
other  with  their  omissions  and  deficien-  men  I 
cies  in  this  respect,  and  that  the  most  Liverpool,  M.,  18M. 
notonous  and  shameless  bankrupts  are 

oflen  in  the  habit  of  increasing  tne  do-  __ 

nations  or  subscriptions  to  them,  even 
at  the  very  time  they  have  beggared 
hundreds,  and  cannot,  or  will  not,  pay 
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ANALYSES  AND  NOTICES  or  BOOKS,  months  it  declined  to  84.    As  the  appli- 
cations  of  out-patients  to  the   United 

Hospital  are  unrestricted,  disease  and 

*•  L'Autcor  M  tiie  k  aUooger  ce  que  le  lecteur  tt  poverty  being  sufficient  passport,  the  at- 

tue  k  •br*itr.''-D'Ai.«iiB«»T.  tendance  of  the  sick  poor  at  the  hospital 

may  be  regarded  as  a  fair  measure  of 

Tie  Transactions  of  the  Provincial  tt)^5}^r''L%t\  ,1^"^^ 
Medical  and  Surgical  Association  "^*Hj^,^5r„?,t?*^'*".-f  '?,'"?' 
(Instituted  .832./ Vol.  II.  Sf^'S'^lT'SLld  iofS;? ^ 
We  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  no-  ceeded  from  the  mortality  occasioned  by 
ticing*  this  Tolume— the  fruit  of  the  more  cholera  baring  swept  away  the  ordinary 
mature  experience  of  the  bod^  from  inyalids,  for  in  tne  period  of  three 
which  it  j^roeeeds.  In  our  opinion,  as  months,  during  which  cnolera  continued 
a  whole,  it  greatly  surpasses  its  prede-  in  Bath,  the  deaths  from  this  disease 
cesaor.  The  papers,  though  perhaps  did  hot  amount  to  fifty,  in  a  population 
not  90  nnmerous,  are  more  practically  exceeding  fifty  thousand." 
valuable  and  elaborate,  and  the  arrange-  Of  the  articles  on  medical  topography 
ment  is  more  complete.  The  excellent  we  shall  treat  but  briefly :  they  are  all 
saggeslion  offered  by  Dr.  Conolly  last  rich  in  details,  but  their  chief  value  will 
year,  as  to  the  propriety  of  cultivating  arise  from  t)ie  general  conclusions  which 
local  natural  history  and  medical  to-  shall  ultimately  be  deducible  from  them, 
pog^phy,  has  been  acted  upon ;  and  we  Medical  topography  is  in  its  infancy  in 
aoconiingly  have,  on  the  present  ooea-  this  country ;  and  much  caution  is  re- 
gion, three  valuable  topographical  pa-  quisite  lest  we  should  be  tempted  too 
pervon  Peuwith,  Bristol,  andStoorport  hastily  to  proceed  to  immature  results. 
The  Addresi  delivered  by  Dr.  Barlow  Extensive  and  very  varied  attainments 
at  the  last  July  meeting  forms  the  open-  are  reouired  for  the  proper  conduct  of 
iDg  paper,  and  is  well  adapted  for  pre-  researcnes  of  this  nature ;  and  however 
ceaence,  as  it  takes  so  comprehensive  a  the  particulars  be  gadiered,  a  perfectly 
yiew  of  the  various  objects  which  engfage  distinct  qualification  from  that  of  mere 
the  attention  of  the  society,  and  presents  diligence  is  demanded  in  him  who 
so  masterly  a  sketch  of  recent  events  in  would  classify  and  generalize  the  con- 
the  history  of  medicine.  It  has  been  elusions.  We  trust,  however,  that  the 
cireulated  in  a  separate  form,  however,  members  of  the  Association,  as  they 
and  has  already  been  so  much  read  and  have  now  made  a  beginning  in  this 
appreciated,  that  we  think  it  needless  species  of  inouiry,  wHl  not  relax  in 
to  dwell  upon  its  contents.  The  author  their  efforts,  but  every  year  contribute 
was  allowed  but  a  limited  space  for  largeljr  to  the  general  stock  of  local  ifi- 
touching  on  a  great  variety  of  subjects,  formation.  In  the  end,  ample  benefit 
and  he  has  been  brief  without  being  ob-  cannot  but  accrue  to  society  at  large 
scure  or  complicated.  One  fact  noticed  from  the  pursuit  of  such  investigations. 
by  Dr.  Bariiow  may  serve  as  a  speci-  In  Dr.  Forbes's  Sketch  of  the  Medi- 
men,  and,  indeed,  is  too  curious  not  to  cal  Topography  of  Penwith,  comprit- 
deserve  special  record.  inp  the  DUtrict  of  Landsetid,  in  Com- 
^  It  is  not  unworthy  oi  remark,  that,  wally  we  have  seen  many  valuable  and 
OB  the  subsidence  of  cholera,  there  ap-  curious  facts  which  we  should  be  glad 
pears  to  have  occurred,  in  many  places,  to  transfer  to  our  pages  ;  but  we 
a  considerable  abatement  of  ordinary  must  keep  in  view  the  limits  to  which 
disease.  This  was  so  evident  at  Batn  we  are  confined,  and  the  duty  we  owe 
as  to  excite  the  attention  of  the  pb^rsi-  -of  not  neglecting  the  learned  labours  of 
cians  of  the  United  Hospital,  to  which  other  contributors  to  the  volume  before 
the  whole  of  the  sick  poor  of  Bath  and  us.  Our  readers,  however,  will  be  elad 
its  vicinity  daily  resort  In  order  to  as-  to  see  some  of  the  particulars  which 
certain  the  extent  of  this  decline,  I  took  Dr.  Forbeft  is  enabled  to  communicate, 
the  average  of  dispensary,  or  out-pa-  relative  to  the  proceedings  and  general 
tients,  on  my  days  of  attendance,  and  habits  of  the  miners  of  Cornwall.  Afler 
found  that  for  the  first  nine  months  of  giving  some  account  of  the  nature  of  a 
the  year,  within  which  period  the  cho-  mine,  and  the  economy  of  working  it, 
lera  prevailed,  the  average  daily  num-  the  author  proceeds :— . 
her  was  120,  while  for  the  last  three        "  A  person  unacquainted  with  the  de- 
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tails  of  mining',  on  hearing  of  many  shaft.    Each  of  these  boys  has  also  a 

hundreds  of  men  emploj^ed  in  a  single  candle  fixed  to  his  wheelbarrow,  bj  the 

mine,  might  naturally  imagine  that  a  universal   subterranean    candlestick,   a 

visit  to  its  recesses  would  afford  a  pic-  piece  of  clay.    A  certain  band  of  men 

turesque  and  imposing  spectacle  of  gre-  (called,  however  numerous,  a  pair)  ge- 

garious  labour  and  bustle,  tremendous  nerally  undertake  a  certain  portion  of 

noise,  and  much  artificial  brilliancy  to  work  in  the   galleries.     These   subdi- 

cheer  the  gloom.    Nothing,  however,  is  vide  themselves  into  smaller  bodies,  and, 

farther  from  the  truth,  as  far  as  regards  by  relieving  each  other  at  the  end  of 

the  mines  of  Cornwall ;  for,  like  their  every  six  or  eight  hours,  keep  up  the 

fellow-labourers  the  moles,  the  miners  work  uninterruptedly,  except  on  Sun> 

are  solitary  in  their  operations.    Seldom  day.     By  means  of  this  subdivision  of 

do  we  fina  more  than  three  or  four  men  the  pairs,  there  is,  in  general,  not  moro 

in  one  gallery  at  a  time,  where  they  are  than  one-third  of  the  undei]g^round  la- 

seen  pursuing  the  common  operations  of  bourers  below  at  any  one  time.    Not- 

diggmjgr  or  boring  the  rock,  m  the  ihner  withstanding  this  incessant  labour,  the 

extremity  of  the  gallery,  by  the  feeble  progress  of  the  miner  in  excavatiag  his 

f[limmenng  of  a  small  candle,  with  very  gallery  is,  in  general,  very  small:  one, 

ittle  noise  or  bodily  movement.    Very  two,  or  three  feet  in  a  week,  or  a  few 
Beld4 
each 

the  explosions.  killas  districts,    they  often  cut  much 

*'  In  the  vicinity  of  the  main  shaft  of  more  than  this,  but  oflen  they  do  not 

the  mine,  indeed,  the  incessant  action  of  cut  so  much.    It  is  to  be  recollected 

.the  huge  chain  of  pumps,  produces  a  that  the  lode  is  very  rarely  so  wide  as 

constant  but  not  very  loud  noise,  while  the  gallery,  so  thatit  oecomes  necessary, 

the  occasional  rattling  of  the  metallic  in   order  to  continue  the  latter  of  the 

buckets  for  raising  the  ore,  against  the  proper  size,  to  hew  through  the  solid 

walls  of  the  shaft,  as  they  ascend  and  rocK  on  each  side,  which  is  often  very 

descend,  relieves,  in  some  degree,  the  hard,  even  when  the  lode  is  sofl.    The 

monotony  of  the  scene.      Still  every  Cornish  miner  rarely  sleeps  or  eats  un- 

thing  is  dreary, dull,' and  cheerless;  and  der  ground,  but  returns  to  grasM  (the 

one  can  be  with   difficulty  persuaded,  technical  name  of  the  surface)  and  to 

even  when  in  the  richest  and  mostpopu-  his  home,  oflen  many  miles  distant,  at 

lous  mines,  that  be  is  in  the  centre  of  whatever  depth  he  may  be   working, 

such  extensive  and  important  operations,  when  relieved  by  his  successor.    The 

What  adds  greatly  to  the  impression  of  mode  of  ascent  and  descent  is  by  means 

tameness,  is  the  extreme  darkness  and  of  vertical  ladders  fixed  in  the  shafts." 
dirtiness  of  the  galleries.    There  is  no        What  is  said  in  a  subsequent  page, 

light  whatever  but  that  afforded  by  the  relative  to  the  mode  of  "  returning  to 

candles  of  the  workmen,  and  by  those  grass,'*  is  worth  extracting:— 
carried  by  yourself  and   guide;  while        *'  The  descent  and    ascent  into  and 

tlie  universal  presence  of  water  soaking  from  mines,  are  through  the  shafls,  by 

through  the  crevices  of  tlie  galleries,  and  means   of  .perpendicular  ladders,  and 

intermixing  with  the  dust  and  rubbish,  constitute  a  very  important  feature  of 

keeps  up  a  constant  succession  of  dirty  the  labours  of  this  class  of  men.    The 

puddles;  through  these  the  visitor  must  labour  of  ascent  Ls,  to  a  stranger,  very 

pass,  besides  being  frequently  obliged  severe,  producing,  in  a  veiy  short  time, 

to  crawl  on  all  fours  through  passages  great  breathlessness,    palpitation,  and 

too  low  to  admit  him  in  any  other  man-  exhaustion.      It   is    accomplished    by 

ner.     The  galleries  are  extended  by  grasping  the  steps  above  you,  with  an 

breaking  down  the  looser  parts  by  the  alternate  chfinge  of  die  hands,  and,  as 

pickaxe,  and  by  rending  the  more  solid  it  were,  drawing  up  the  lower  parts  of 

Dv  gunpowder.     Euch  miner  has  a  can-  the  body :  it  is  going  on  all-fours  up  a 

die,  which  is  stuck  close  by  him,  against  perpendicular  plane.     Habit  makes  the 

the  wall  of  his  gallery,  by  means  of  a  labour  comparatively  easy  to  the  miner, 

piece  of  clay ;  and  besides  the  men  em-  and  the  younger  ones  often  make  trial 

ployed  in  extending  the  gallery,  there  of  their  respective  activity  in  coming  to 

are  generally  one  or  two  boys  employed  grass.     Several    miners  have  accuse<l 

in  wheeling  the  biokeii  ore,  9€c,  to  the  ttiis  practice  as  the  primary  cause  of 


TRANSACTIONS  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL  ASSOCIATION.  357 

tbeir  asthmatic  anflerini^s  in  after  life.        The  ratio  of  mortality  iuBriatol  the  au- 

Wben  the  mine  is  of  any  considerable  thors  venture  to  put  down  at  1  in  45;  yet 

depth,  it  hardly  ever  happens  that  the  they  do  not  state  this  rather  unlikely  ratio 

train  of  ladders  is  in   one  continuous  with  any  degree  of  confidence.   Tbeyla- 

ehain  from  top  to  bottom;  on  the  con-  ment,  in  commonwith  every  inquirer  into 

trary,  after  ascending  two  or  three,  it  is  the  medical  statistics  of  this  country, 

commonly  necessary  to  traverse  a  greater  that  in  consequence  of  the  present  (we 

or  less  extent  of  a  horizontal  gallery,  in  hope  we  shall  soon  have  to  saj^  the  late) 

order  to  reach  the  next  series  of  lad>  mode  of  keeping  public  registers,  the 

den.    This  gives  time  for  breathing,  results  which   they  attempt  to  deduce 

although  it  adds  to  the  length  of  the  from  certain  tables  are  less  valuable  than 

ioumey ;  for  as  almost  all  galieries  are  they  ought  to  be. 

horizontal,  eyery  foot  of  positive  ascent  *'  The  deaths  being  registered  at  the 
must  be  by  ladders,  which  are  almost  places  of  6t«rta/,  no  estimate  can  be 
always  perpendicular.  In  very  deep  formed  of  the  proportionate  mortality  of 
mines;  tnis  makes  the  labour  of  ascent  a  parish,  from  an  inspection  of  the  re- 
a  very  serious  matter,  when  taken  daily  gister  in  that  parish,  because  a  large 
for  years.  Unfortunately  for  the  miner,  number  of  the  inhabitants  may  have 
most  of  the  richest  and  ])opulous  mines  been  interred  in  other  parishes,  or  in  pri- 
are  th^  deepest,  and  most  worked  in  vate  burial-grounds,  or  in  those  attached 
their  lowest  regions.  When  I  visited  to  dissenting  places  of  worship.  As  a 
Dolcoath  copper-mine,  in  1819,  the  low.  proof  of  the  great  inaccuracy  that  would 
est  gallery  was  l.')86  feet  deep  ;  and  accrue  fmm  a  calculation  founded  upon 
Huel  Abraham,  in  1822,  was  1440;  the  parochial  registers,  the  number  of  inter- 
former  employed  800,  and  the  latter  ments  stated  to  have  taken  place  in  the 
560  men,  in  uie  under-ground  labours,  parish  church -yard  of  St.  Philip  and 
From  the  account  formerly  given  of  the  Jacob,  would  give  a  ratio  of  mortality 
ventilation  in  mines,  it  is  evident  that  amounting  to  no  more  than  1  in  82,  to 
the  miner,  in  returning  from  his  work,  the  most  Hi-fed  and  ill-clothed  portion 
must  be  frequently  exposed  to  strong  of  the  population  of  Bristol.  If  deaths, 
or  partial  currents  of  air.^*  instead  of  burials,  were  registered,  and 

The  valuable  paper  of  Dr.  Forbes  is  in  the  places  where  they  occur,  informa- 

not  finished  in  the  present  yolume  :  the  tion  of^the  most  important  kind  might  be 

medical  part  of  it  is  yet  to  come,  and  deduced    from    them,   relative    to  the 

cannot  fail  to  be  of  much  interest.  comparative  salubrity  of  particular  dis- 

The  article  on  the  Medicat  Topogra-  tricts.     We  trust  that  this  change,  to- 

phjf  of  Bristol,    is  communicated  by  gether  with  many  others  greatly  needed 

Drs.  Carrick  and  Symonds,  of  that  city,  in  the  system  of  registering,  will  ere 

and   contains  much  (especially  in  the  long  be  efifected  by  the  legislature." 
geological  department)  which  will  en-        Mr.  Ken  rick  Watson  supplies  the  ac- 

tertain  and  instruct  many  readers.     We  count  of  the  Medical  Topography  of 

observed  in  it  some  appalling  facts  il-  Stourportanditsneighbourhood^inWor- 

lustrative  of  the  efl*ects  of  want  and  cestersbire.     He  mentions,  among  many 

wretchedness,    as  sources    of  disease ;  other  interesting  facts,  that  the  mortality 

from  which  Bristol  is  by  no  means  ex-  of  Stourport,  in  1832,wasvery  great,  the 

empt,  any  more  than  other  large  cities,  deaths  being  82, — thirteen  of  thanvfrom 

^  Of  the  moral  habits  of  the  people,"  cholera ;   while,    during    the    fiist  six 

says  one  of  the  authors,  "  it  is  difficult  months  of  1833,  there  liave  been  only 

to  speak  with  any  degree  of  precision  ;  nine  funerals.     The  population,  accorcl- 

and  I  am  doubtful  whether  any  thing  ing  to  the  last  returns,  was  2952. 
more  specific  can  be  stated,  than  that.        Among  the'Essays  and  Cases,  which 

where  so  much  indigence  exists,  its  o(f-  form  the  next  portion  of  the  volume,  we 

spring,  vice  and  ignorance,  must  also  find   Additional   Facta   and    Observa^ 

anound.   ^Dr.  Chisholm  remarks,  that  tiont  ofi  the  Efficacy  of  Strychnia  in 

he  had  much  satisfaction  in  observing  u>me  Forms  of  Paralysis,  by  Dr.  J.  L. 

tlie  regularity  with  which  the  poor  of  Bardsley  ;     and    Observations    on   the 

Clifton  and  tlie  HotwelUsoad  attended  Treatment  of  Syphilis  without  Mer- 

to   tbeir  religious  duties  on  Sundays :  mry,    by   Dr.   1\   Green,    of  Bristol ; 

we  fear  that  there  has  been  some  dege-  both  of  them  papers  of  much  practical 

neration  in    this    particular  since  the  importance;  as  are  also  the  Observations 

time  of  Dr.  Chisholm."  on   Chronic  Peritoneal  Infiatnmation, 
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and  its  Treatment,  by  Mr.  E.  Thomp-  largcd.     The    (esophagus  was  greatlj 

sen*    of  Whitcharcn;  and   the  rectum  inflamed  near  its  termination,  and   in 

lithotomy  case,  by  Mr.  Dawson,  of  Li-  one  part  the   mucous  membrane  was 

verpool.     But  we  cannot  at  present  enter  slightly  abraded.    The  whole  mucous 

into  particulars  regarding^  tneir  merits,  membrane    was  so   softened,    that  the 

The  case  of  Hydrophobia,  by  Mr.  slightest  touch    of  the    scalpel    sepa- 

R.  B.  Grindrod,  ot  Manchester,  is  un-  rated  it 

commonly  interesting,  from  the  minute-  "  Abdomen. — The  stomach  was  re- 
ness  with  which  it  is  related,  and  the  markably  contracted,  and  completely 
rery  creditable  attention  paid  to  it  in  empty.  Intense  inflammatory  patches 
its  progress.  The  subject  wafe  a  boy,  were  seen  on  the  rugae,  which  were  ytrj 
six  years  and  a  half  old,  who  was  bitten  much  developed.  The  mucus  was  rery 
over  the  eye  by  a  rabid  dog.  The  thick,  and  had,  in  some  parts,  an  un- 
wound was*  rather  neglected^  for  a  day  usually  deep  colour.  On  one  of  the 
or  two,  the  part  not  being  excised  till  rugee  w/is  ooserved  a  dark  spot,  about 
then.  In  the  oui'se  of  five  weeks  the  the  size  of  a  small  shot.  The  stomach 
first  s^-mptom  of  the  fatal  malady  was  appeared  healthy  between  the  rugse,  but 
observed,  and  death  ensued  on  the  mom-  had,  in  some  places,  a  darker  colour 
ing  of  the  fourth  day  after.  It  may  be  than  natural.  The  mucous  membrane 
mentioned,  that  the  convulsive  dread  of  of  the  duodenum  displayed  intense  in- 
fluids,  in  this  case,  only  became  intolc-  flammation  also;  and  the  glandulie  so- 
rable  during  the  paroxysms.  During  litariffi  were  exceedingly  enlarged,  and 
the  flrst  night  the  little  patient  slept  for  very  numerous.  The  bowels  were  not 
a  time,  disturbed,  however,  occasionally  particularly  examined.  The  liver  was 
by  the  occurrence  of  pharyngeal  spasms,  nealthy.  The  gall  bladder  contained 
when  he  expressed  nis  uneasiness  by  a  bile,  and  the  urinary  bladder  about  an 
slight  cry.  ounce  and  a  half  of  urine.    Kidneys  ap- 

**  After  he  had  remained  in  this  situa-  parently  healthy,    as  also  the  spleen, 

tion  for  two  or  three  hours,"  says  Mr.  The  whole  of  the  nervous  system  was 

Grindrod,  '*  I  again  offered  him  tiome  remarkably  developed, 

water,  which  he  refused,  but  consented  "  The  parvagum,  glosso-pharyngea), 

to  take  a  little  warm   tea.     The  tea,  gustatory,    pharyngeal,     and     phrenic 

however,  produced  the  same  effects  as  nerves,   were  in  a  healthy  condition, 

the  water;  but  on  trying  to  take  some  The  ganglia  of  the  sympathetic  were 

by  means  of  a  spoon,  he  swallowed  a  larger,  and  appeared  of  a  aeeper  colour, 

few  drops ;  and,  on  being  encouraged  to  than  usual." 

persevere,  the  deglutition   became  less  A  well-execnted  plate,  representing 

difficult,  until  he  nad  swallowed  more  the  morbid  appearances,  is  subjoined  to 

than  half  a  teacup  full."  the  paper;   and  the   author  concludes 

Blii^teriiig,    and    the    application  of  with  an  interesting  conjecture  on  the 

morphia  to  the  abraded  surfaces;    the  probable  predisposing  cause  of  rabies 

introduction  of  vaccine  virus  into  the  canina. 

venous  system,  anodyne  clj-sters,  and  "  The  bitch  [that  did  the  mischief  in 

other  active  remedies,  were  tried,  but  all  this  case]  was  about  two  years  and  a  half 

with  little  or  no  effect.     Downright  in-  old  ;  and,  about  a  year  and  a  half  ago, 

sanity  was  observed  among  the  symn-  had  intercourse   with  a  dog  of  a  very 

toms,  and  it  was  of  no  inconsiderable  large  size,  and  eventually  gave  birdi  to 

duration.    The  boy  sunk  at  last  without  two  unusually  large  pups,  which  occa- 

any  immediate  struggle.    We  shall  give  sioned  her  much  pain  during  parturition, 

a    short  extract  from  the  postmortem  The  next  morning  it  was  discovered 

examiuation.  that  she  had  eaten  the  greater  part  of 

'*  On  opening  the  pharynx,  it  was  the  inside  of  both  her  oflspriiig.    The 

evident  that  this  part  had  been  much  owner  positively  affirms  it  to  be  his 

affected  during  life.    The  greater  por-  belief  toat  she  nad  no  connexion  with 

tion  of  its  inner  surface  was  intensely  any  other  dog  afler  that  time.     Both  he 

inflamed,  and   terminated  in  a  defined  ana  others    have    frequently  seen  her 

line    opposite    the    cricoid    cartilages,  refuse  the  familiar  approaches  of  dogfs 

The  velum  pendulum  palati,  uvula,  and  in   the  street.    For  three  or  four  days 

most  parts  of  the  pharynx,  showed  con-  previous  to  her  exhibiting  any  synip- 

sideralile  development  of   the   mucous  toms  of  madness,  the  uterine  orgasm  was 

glands.     The  tonsils  were  slightly  en-  present." 
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Dr.  Brown,  of  Sunderland,  has  written  character.    They  are  adverted  to  here 

an  excellent  paper  On  the  Variation$  in  for  the  sake  of  calling  the  attention  of 

the  Prevalence  of  certain  Diseates  not  tlie  Association  to  the  simultaneous  oc- 

usually  tuppoted  to  be  epidemic.     It  is  currence  of  manj  cases  of  the  same  dis. 

Ibnnded  on  a  remark  made  hy  Laennec  ease,  or  of  diseases  strikingly  congene- 

relatire  to  the   subject — ^namely,  that  rous  of  this  class.    Thus,  at  one  time, 

when  be  was  a  pupil  of  Corvisart,  he  we  shall  sec  many  examples  of  enteritis; 

aaw  more  cases  of  extensive  ossification  at  another  period,  the  inflammations  we 

of  the  valves  of  the  heart  than  he  met  witness  shall  be  seated  in  the  thoracic 

with    durinc'    the    subsequent    twenty  cavity.      This  last  has  been  the  case 

years,  which  he  attributes  to  certain  in-  during  the  present  year,  (1833,)  the  in- 

flaences  of  the  constitution  nt^dicdle^  temal    inflammations  which   have   oc- 

more  frequent  in  certain  seasons  than  in  curred  here  havine  been  situated  almost 

others.  universally    in  the  chest,   tlie  affinity 

The  observations  of  Dr.  Brown  extend  being  thu^  marked  to  the  great  enide- 

to  various  disorders — such  as  those  of  mic  of  the  year,  influenza.    Witoin  a 

the  heart,  hydrocephalus  acutus,  difluse  very  few  days  in  July  of  this  year,  four 

inflammation    and  gangrene  resulting  cases  of  pleuritic  emision,  more  or  less 

from  accidental  injuries,  cerebral  apo-  of  a  chronic  character,  fell  under  my  ob- 

plexy,  and  sypbilis.    What  the  autnor  servation." 

says  on  the  two  latter  subjects  will,  we        "  Some  years  ago  it  fell  te  my  lot  to 

think,  be  interesting  to  the  reader.  witness,  frequently,  the  varying  preva- 

'*  In  the  early  part  of  1832,  more  lence,  and  the  variable  intensity,  in  the 

casesof  cerebral  apoplexy  fell  under  my  symptoms  of  a  disease,  one  cause  of 

observation  than  haa  been  furnished  by  which  being  distinctly  understood,  the 

the    whole   course  of  some  preceding  profession  has  not  been  disposed,  and, 

years.    Besides  several  cases  occurring  perhaps,  will  not  yet  be  disposed,  to  ad- 

less  closely  on  each  other,  in  little  more  mit  that  another  may  modify  its  diflusion 

than  one  week  six  fatal  examples  of  and  its  phenomena.     I  allude  to  syphi- 

the  disease  fell  under  my  observation.  It  lis.    Not  only  is  there  a  wide  diflTerence 

is  true  that  these  attacks  occurred  to  in-  in  its  prevalence  in  diflerent  localities, 

dividaals,   who,  from  constitution  and  and  at  diflerent  times  in  the  same  loca- 

oeriod  of  life,  would  have  been  thought  lit^,but,undersuch  circumstances,avery 

likely  to  become  subjects  of  such   an  wide  range  indeed  is  observed  in  the  in- 

aflTection ;  but  the  circumstence  that,  in  tensity  of  its  symptoms.      At  certain 

so  short  a  time,  the  predisposition  should  periods,  or  in  certain  places,  not  merely 

have    been  brought  into  action  in  so  suppurating  bubos  are  more  frequently 

many  persons,    aflbrds  the   aspect,  at  met  with,  but  the  much  worse  symptoms 

least,  of  some  general  cause  co-operat-  of  rapid  gangrene,  or  slowly  consuming 

ing  with  the  uiseased  tendency.    Tbis  phagedena,  threaten  the  patient  witn 

is  not  the  sole  period  in  which  a  diffu-  the  most  melancholy  of  mutilations,  and 

sionof  apoplexy,  that  might  be  deemed  add  to  the  difficulties  of  the  surgeoii. 

epidemic,  has  been  observed ;  indeed,  it  So  frequently,  some   years  ago,  did  I 

rarely  occurs  in  my  practice,  in  a  man-  witness  Ujis  occasional  aggravation  of 

ner  that  appears  purely  sporadic ;  and  the  symptoms  of  this  disease,  without 

the  period  of  its  prevalence  has  more  any  assignable  cause,  except,  possibly, 

frequently  been  the  winter,  or  early  part  an  epidemic  condition  of  the  air,aflecting 


coincided,  in  the  period  of  its  prevalence,  which  condition  appeared  to  me  to  fur- 

with  inflammatory  diseases  in  general.  nish  the  real  explanation  of  its  ravages 

"  With  regiurd  to  these  last-named  dis-  at  the  close  of  the  fifleentli  century^ 

eases,  as  they  are  generally  considered  ravages  which  gave  rise  to  the  absurd 

to  be   the  product  of  atmospheric  in-  fiction  of  importation  from  the  newly- 

Huence,  either  hidden  or  manifest,  they  discovered  America.  Arguments  to  illus- 

ought  not,  perhaps,  in  strict  propriety,  trate  this  view  of  the  calamity,  which, 

to    be  noticed   in  an  essay  professing  at  the  epoch  mentioned,  fell  so  heavily 

solely  to  furnish  examples  of  the  varia-  not  only  on   the  commonalty,  but  on 

ble  prevalence  of  diseases,  not  usually  popes,  kings,  cardinals,  and  the  whole 

thought  capable  of  assuming  an  epidemic  convents  ofdevotU  and  chaste  nuns,would 
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be  misplaced  in  tbe  present  paper,  and  fj^ifWd  with  inteDectual  capability  of  a 

would,  besides,  be  rather  difficult  to  treat  high     order:    and  eveiy    scholar  ro- 

by  one  (to  use  the  expression  of  Cekus,)  ^^^         .         ^                    ^  ATern>es, 

but  all  whd  have  taken  pains  to  examine  ™  "^^^^    Moonsh   and   Jewish  me- 

the    not    unamusing   records    of  that  dicine    flourished    at   a    time     when 

period,  will  ajfree  that  it  is  a  more  darkness  was  spread  over  other  parts 

rational  explanation  of  what  occurred  ^^  ^               yet  the  blank  which   it 

than  the  doctrine  of  importation  batobed  ,       ^     ^         .1      .^          .   ,                 , 

by  Oviedo,  and  subsequently  fostered  "^s  ^r  a  considerable  period  presented 

by  Astruc."  in  medical  history,  has  been  but  too 

We  are  obligred  to  postpone  our  fur-  conspicuous.    May  it  be  hoped  at  last 

ther  remarks  on  the  contents  of  this  *Uo*.  #1,^  ^^„  :«««„i-^  ««,«.  ^^^^  ^:n 

1        ^.,,        .,               *     -x        ^  mat  tne  new  impulse  now  eiren  will 

Tolume  till  another  opportunity :  at  pre-  1      ^.      ,   ,     . ,  •'^  ,            -  ^               , 

sent  we  will  only  stiy  to  ad*,  that  T)r.  ^  attended  with  a  degree  of  energy  and 

Walker,    of  Huddersfield,  has  contri-  reaction    pn>portionate  to  die  late  in- 

buted  to  the  work  some  further  observa-  activity  ?    At  all  events,  we  arc  glad  to 

tions  On  the  Diseases  of  Infants  ;  and  ^^  ^hat  even  the  semblance  of  a  better 

that  Dr.  Scott,  of  Liverpool,  has  con-  ^  ^       i.    .t  •          •      •        ^      v       j- 

tinued  his  remirks  On  t^Influence  of  «^^   «^    ^^'""f^^    ^^'f?*"*    ^    ^     ^»»- 

Sleep,    so  ably  begun  in  tbe  former  cernible  in  that  kingdom,  and  that  the 

volume  of  the  Transactions.  province  of  medicine,  which  has  so  long 

=g,=-=======s=======ss=ss:  heen  there  a  barren  waste,    compara- 
tively with  its  condition  in  other  places^ 
MEjDICAL  GAZEiXHTC  will  probably  soon  be  brought  into  some- 
Saturday,  June  7, 1834.  thing  like  a  state  of  culture:  measures, 
it  appears,  are  taken,  or  are  about  to  be 

*'  Ltret  omnibuK,  licet  etlam  mihl,  dignitatem  brought  into  effect,    for  SUch  a  thorough 

ArtiM  Medic*  toerlt   potentas  modo  renlendl  In  1              •     ^i.                 ^     i*        j>     1       • 

publicum  «it.  dicendi  pericaiam  noD  reca«)."  change  in  the  aspect  of  medical  science 

CicBRo.  in  that  country,  as  cannot  but  be  hailed 
by  the  profession  throughout  Europe  with 

MEDICAL  SCIENCE  IN  SPAIN.  pleasurable  anticipations.  For  our  parts. 

It  is  not  a  little  interesting,  as  well  as  we  cannot  be  insensible  to  the  rise  of  a 

satisfactory,  to    learn  that  the  recent  new  namesake  and  contemporary  above 

changes  in  the  political  aspect  of  Spain  the  southern  horizon  ;  we  need  scarcely 

are  likely  to  operate  beneficially  towards  gay  that  we  wish  every  success  and  all 

the  advancement,   perhaps  we  should  prosperity   to  the  Medical  Gazette  of 

rather  say  the  revival,  of  medical  science  Madrid  ! 
in  the  peninsula.      Few  things   were 

more  wanted.     The  almost  perfect  still-  ,.  "  The  impulse  now  given  to  the  pub- 

, .  ,  ,                 J       y^               .  lie  mind  in  Spain  (says  the  Ttm^i  cor- 

ness  which  has  reigned  so  long  over  the  respondent  of  ttis  week),beKins  tobefelt 

Spanish  medical  world — tbe  torpidity  of  in  every  department  of  useful  knowledge 

medical    knowledge  in   that    country,  througoout  the  kingdom.     There  was 

while  almost  every  where  else  signs  "<>»«»  perhaps,  that  needed  it  more  than 
-  ...  .  .1.1  V  1  tbe  science  of  medicine;  the  study  of 
of  animation  were  visible -has  been  which  has  been  kept  up  b>  a  few  of  tbe 
for  some  time  matter  both  of  sur-  more  eminent  nractitioners,  to  the  com- 
prise and  regret  Spain  is  generally  mon  level  of  Europe,  tbrouffh  the  ex- 
known  as  a  land  rich  in  resources  pensive,  and  oRen  unatteinable  medium 
r  «  41.  *  —  1  *•  t  J  of  foreign  publications,  lou  will  judge 
for  the  contemplauon   of  various  and  ^^  ^^  coiidftion  generally  when  you  iSe 

peculiar   forms  of  disease  ♦ ;  as  a  land  told,  tbat,  even  in  Madrid,  tbe  sister 

•  There  «re  twelre  or  fourteen  public  botpl-  science  of  surgery  is  still  in  the  hands 

tale  In  Madrid  alone  \  tome  of  them  on  a  rrry  of  tlie  barber  ;  the  helmet  of  Mambrino 

LV^c^hi^^i^nnT^-ttly'si^K**^  ***•  TLA"  li?  1?  'Jeiiig  universally  combined  with  the  in- 

»e  rbtefly  enpported  bj  the  money  gathered  at  .      7.        .,    ^       .'j        ...       ,,      »,,  „ 

the  baii-Agbi«.  tiuiatiou  that  under  it  dwells  hi  Pro^ 
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fnor  d€  Cirwrgia.     To  provide  a  fe-  encouragement    aflbfded    for    tbe    im- 

medy  for  this  state  of  matters,  a  few  of  porUtion   of  Spanish    books,    or,   per- 

the  most   distm&fuished  physicians   of  C  i .    , ,     ^,  ,,  , 

the  capital  have  resolved  on  issuing  a  ^''^P*  "^^  ^^^"^^  "^^^^l  ^^r^^^  embargo 

weekly  periodical,  under  the  editorial  '**<*  <>"  ^^^^  ejcportation  by  the  autho- 

care  of  the  well-known  Dr.  Alfaro,  to  rities  in  Spain. 

■be    called    the    Gaceta    Medica    de        The  mention  of  surgeir  and  its  prac- 

Madrid.    In  this  publication,  the  doc-  ^i^-^^^    ;«  41.      u  u  r 

trines  of  the    French  school   will    no  *[*"'*!f"'  *°  **"!  *^^^*^  paragraph  from 

longer  have  that  exclusive  ascendancy  ^°®  Times,  reminds  us  of  the  once-cele- 

tbej  have  hitherto  enjoyed  in  the  medi-  brated  Colegio  de  Cirurgia,  of  Madrid 

cal  practice  of  tbe  peninsula.     A  de-  —concerning  which  so  litUe  has  been 

or  discovery,  in  theory  or  practice,  *"^  \®^  some  time  earned  on,  under  the 
without  omitting  the  means  of  compari-  happiest  auspices.  It  was  founded  in  ihe 
son  afforded  by  the  systems  pursued  in  year  1787,  by  Carlos  III. ;  and  tbe  laws 
^er  countries  The  physicians  of  ^^j  regulations  (a  copy  of  which  we 
Spam  will  then  have  the  means  m  sup-  ,  ®  ,  ,  .  ,  - 
plying  their  ouota  to  the  general  Euro-  »appen  to  have  now  lying  before  us)  are 
pean  stock  of  medical  knowledge."  many  of  them,  we  are  bound  to  say,  ex- 
Some  readers  may,  perhaps,  hastily  in-  c^Uent.  Except  that  the  authors  pre- 
fcr,  from,  this  paragraph,  that  the  field  *^^^^  ^  text-books  (such  as  Boerhaave, 
of  periodical  literature  has  been  hitherto  Gorter,and  Astruc)  were  rather  out  of  date 
totally  untouched  in  Spain:  but  this  in  other  parts  of  Europe  even  at  tbe  time 
has  been  by  no  means  the  case.  ^^3^  "^^^  enjoined  to  the  Spanish  stu- 
For  some  time  back  —  and,  indeed,  ^«"**'  ^"^^^  ^^^^  relating  to  the  exer- 
we  are  not  aware  that  the  work  ^^^^^  ^^  ^«  pupils-their  partition  of 
has  yet  been  discontinued-the  Decadas  time-their  frequent  examiuations-and 
de  Medieina  e  de  Cirurgia  practicas  ^^  rewards  held  out  to  them-HH)uld 
have  been  published  in  Madrid  thrice  «»rcely  be  improved  at  the  present  day. 
a  week,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  ^  passage  from  those  laws,  in  which 
Hurtado,  a  strenuous  supporter  of  the  ^^^  qualifications  for  admission  to  the 
Broussaian  doctrines.  A  medical  jour-  College  are  laid  down,  is  not  a  little 
nal  was  also,  not  long  since,  established  c«"0"9»  as  it  shows  the  desire  of  the 
at  Barcelona,  but,  for  want  of  sufficient  fiTovemraent  to  keep  the  profession  re- 
patronage,  it  soon  ceased  to  exist ;  and  spcctable. 

a    periodical    devoted    to  the    natural        "  In  order  to  be  matriculated,  tbe  stu- 

sciences  was  lately  begun  at  Madrid,  dents  must  uuderstaud  Latin,  and  have 

bat  much    permanency   was    not    au-  ^^^^'^^^  logic,  algebra,  ffeometry,  and 

^^ I IV.  .-         .       *    *L    1        4  4       r  experimental  philosophy,  for  three  years. 

gaied  for  it,  owing  to  the  low  state  of  xh'ey  must  produce  certificates  froix  tbe 

the   cultivation   of  natural    science   in  Priest  and  iieafrfor«  of  their  parish,  of 

Spain,  and,   of  course,  the  deficiency  their  purity  of  blood,  baptism,  parents' 

of  contributions  that  must  be  the  result,  ^narriage,  and  of  their  life  and  manners. 

The  Memorioi  Academical  de  la  R.  I^f^  w!'^!^'*' ^'^^f/""^ 'T^^^^ 

-s     .   .    .  ^    „  ,.  .        ,     «    .„  ,  *°«"f  friends  as  will  support  them  de- 

Soctedad  de  Medtctna  de  Sevtlla,  and  cently,  without  the  necestity  of  their 

the  Periodica  de  la  Sociedad  de  Cadiz,  serving  either  as   barbers  or  servants. 

have,  we  believe,  for  some  years  been  ^^  anyone  is  discovered  m  thus  sup- 

««n.be«d  with    the   defunct.      But  it  LSl'ir lilt  voldT ^^^^^^ 
most     be     confessed    there    is    much 

difficulty  in   procuring  exact  informa-        ^^^    the    following    item    is  rather 

lion    in   this   country   relative  to  Spa-  amusing,— as  it  seems  to  indicate  a  pro- 

nish    literature,    owing     to    the    little  petmiy    in    the    Spanish    surgeons    to 
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wield  the  lathering  bnisli  as  well  as  the    the  concluding  portion  of  a  scene  be- 
lancet.  tween  two  of  the  aspirants,  may  serve  as 

"  The  students  (Iiavintr  obtained  their  ■,,,,?'        x    t           t        %.  r 

certificate)  may  settle  and  exercise  their  ^  M-  Velpeau.-In  hiemorrhage  before 

profession  in  iny  part  of  the  kingdom,  dehvery,  the  precept  is  to  hasten  the 

but  if  any  student  <urn«  barbe,;  he  for-  deliveiy- why  do  vou  ad  vise  delay  ?       « 

feits  all  his  privileges."  .  M.Colomb.-I  have  seen  the  atUmpt 

'^          **  to  deliver  prove  fatal. 

The  medical  practitioners  of  Spain,  M.  Velpeau.— Ccrtainlj  it  does  not 

we    may   add,  are    at  present  chiefly  always  prevent  death. 

■!•  'J  J   •  .     !i_          1                ^     T»L  M.  Colomb. — But  if  It  hastens  death ! 

divided  into  three  classes  r-l.    Phy-  ^besides,  I  speak  of  the  means  of  pro- 

sicians,  who  have  received  a  regular  pre-    dacin^  contraction  of  the  uterus  where 

liminary  education  in  arts  at  an  univer-    there  is  want  of  action. 

sity ;   2.  Medico-surgeons,  or  surgeons        M.  Velpeau.— The  best  way  is  to  dc- 

who  arc  privileged  by  their  education  to     ''^^;  Colomb.-But  if  therebe  danger 

practise  also  as  physicians;  and,  3.  The    of  death  ? 

lowest  grade,  called  Cimgianos  roman-        M.  Velpeau. — You  must  deliver  bo- 

cerosj  who  are  only  permitted  to  prac-    'ore.   ^  ,      ,       ,  .  ,  .  , 

..      _.  _    '    1 r  .u;jj^„         M.  Colomb.— If  the  patient  is  weak, 

tise  minor  surgery,  and  are  forbidden,  ^jjj  ^^^  *  ' 

under  a  serious  penalty,  to  undertake  m,   Velpeau.— What  would   you  do 

the  treatment  of  inner  complaints.    The  then  ? 

education  of  this  last  class,  or  at  least  the  M.  Colomb.— Wait. 

preliminary  part  of  it,  is  very  superficial,  ^-  Velpeau.-  She  dies ! 

—candidate  romanceros  not  being  re-  The   exclamation  of  Velpeau— JF//e 

quired  to  understand  Latin,  or  indeed  any  meuri  .'—is  scarcely  less  theatrical  than 

other  language  than  theirmother  tongue,  the  famous  Qu'il  mourut !  of  Comeille. 

But  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  !«  s"c^  a  contest,  a  ready  wit  and  a 

discipline  observed  in  forming  the  other  s^**"?  tongue  are  sure  to  carry  the  day 

two  classes  is  generally  good,  though  against  the  soundest  head  and  the  most 

perhaps    it    will    require    considerable  extensive  acquirements. 

reform  to  render  it  suited   to  produce     pRESH  BURTHEN  ON  MEDICAL 
practitioners  like  those  of  England ,  Ger-  ]ll£  j^ 

many,  or  France. Jn  the  County  Coroners'  Bill,  now  be- 

fore the  House  of  Commons,  there  is 
SPECIMEN  OF  THE  CONCOURS.     another  added  to  the  many  specimens 

xr/^^u.»»n  «o«  ^^^^^A  #k«  »»»*.>»««*  «v     presented  to  us  of  a  disposition  on  the 
Nothing  can  exceed  the  contempt  ex-    ^       ^^  ^^^  legislature  to  overtook,  or 

pressed  by  the  various  French  journal-  trample  on,  the  rights  of  medical  men. 

ists  fur  the  recent  decisions  of  the  Con-  A    clause    is  contained  in  the  above, 

coure ;  and  that  which  some  blockheads  which  requires  that  they  should  attend 

among  us  hold  np  as  the  heau  ideal  of  Postmortem  examinations  without  any 

,      °      ,      .      '       ,         ,      .     ,        ,  lee!     What!   do  not  medical  men  give 

what  an  election  ought  to  be,  is  abused  enough  of  gratuitous  service  to  the  pub- 

by  those  who  have  it,  as  the  most  cor-  lie,  that  this  new  tax  should* be  laid 

rupt  and  inefficient  method  of  appoint-  "PO"  them?    We  observe  that  Colonel 

mcnt  that  can  be  devised.  Great  part  i^^^l'.r  Wednesday  night,  presented 
-,.  ^  J.  r  .t  ^  •  *  petition  from  some  medical  men, 
of  their  recent  proceedings  for  the  choice  deprecating  the  hardship  of  the  clause 
of  a  Professor  of  Midwifery  con-  just  mentioned.  We  would  suggest  that 
sisted  of  theatrical  displays  between  the  M  medical  men  are  called  upon  to  pro- 
candidates,  who  fenced  with  great  Jest  against  the  enormity  of  such  partial 
,  ^  ..  -  ^,  ^  r  ..  legislation — such  absolute  lumngcnient 
dexterity,  for  the  amusement  of  the  ofthe  rights,  if  not  the  liberty,  of  the 
by-stauders.     The  following,  which  is  subject. 
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PARLIAMENTARr  MEDICAL 

COMMITTEE. 

There  was  no  sitting  on  Taesday,  in 
consequence  of  the  late  hour  at  which 
the  House  broke  up  on  Monday  night : 
but  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  Warburton  was 
engaged,  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
day,  in  hearing  the  evidence  of  Dr. 
Macartney,  of  Dublin.  We  understand, 
on  the  best  authority,  that  the  business 
of  the  Committee  will  be  completed  be- 
fore the  close  of  the  present  session ;  so 
that  we  may  expect  parliament  to  pro- 
ceed to  legislate  on  the  subject  early 
next  year. 


happy  oontrlyance  has  been,  that  the  time 
of  working  with  the  calculating  engine 
has  been  reduced  one-half.  Before  the 
method  of  notation  was  adopted,  it  re- 
quired eight  turns  of  the  handle  to  arrive 
at  and  to  register  the  result ;  but  by  taking 
a  comprehensive  view  of  the  proceedings 
of  each  separate  portion  of  the  engine, 
Mr.  Babbage  was  enabled  to  see  where  he 
might  economize  the  time,  by  packing,  as 
it  were,  the  motions  into  smaller  space; 
so  that  he  is  now  able  to  procure  a  com- 
plete movement  of  all  tiie  several  parts  of 
the  enrine  by  four  turns  of  the  handle. 
The  whole  subject  was  satisfactorily  ex- 
plained by  reference  to  tabular  diagrams 
and  a  sectional  model  of  a  steam-engine. 


SURGICAL  REPORTS 

FROM  TBB 

LONDON   DISPENSARY. 

Br  R.  R.  Robinson,  Esq. 
Snrgeon  to  that  Institution. 

MemngUii — Turner  cfthe  Brain '^Prntun  on 
the  Fifth  Nerve  on  the  left  side — Sloughing 
of  left  Cheek— Caries  of  the  "Bones  of  this  side 
cf  the  Face, 


ROYAL  INSTITUTION. 
Friday,  Hay  80,  1884. 

Mechanical  Notation  of  Machirtery. 

Dr.  Lardner  gave  an  excellent  lecture 
this  evening,  on  a  new  contrivance  of  Mr. 
Babbage*8,  which  bids  fair  to  eclipse,  in 

Siint  of  extensive  utility,  even  the  far- 
med calculating  machine.  In  the  pro- 
gress of  his  invention  of  the  latter  sur- 
prising structure,  Mr.  Babbage  frequently 
found  himself  at  a  loss  for  a  comprehen- 
sive view  of  its  simultaneous  movements,  John  Ddpen,  a»t  11,  admitted  January 
without  which  be  almost  despaired  of  21st  About  seven  months  ago  he  had  a 
bringing  the  engine  to  any  perfection,  pimple  upon  the  left  cheek,  which  broke. 
The  thought  struck  him,  that  it  might  be  discharged  a  yellow  matter,  and  healed  up. 
possible  to  transfer  to  a  table  some  form  In  five  weeks  afterwards  it  again  appeared, 
of  expression  for  the  several  motions  per-  but  was  dispersed  by  an  herbalist.  About 
formed  simultaneously  and  successively  by  five  weeks  ago  he  was  seized  with  fever, 
the  various  pajts ;  so  that  by  •  thus  trans-  and  was  attended  by  the  same  man.  He 
fating  all  the  eonditions  of  the  work  into  is  exceedingly  reduced ;  his  face  is  much 
conventional  inrmbols  (as  is  done  in  the  disfigured  by  a  considerable  swelling  of 
application  of  algebraical  formula  to  the  left  side  of  it;  skin  of  left  cheek  palo 
questions  in  physics),  it  would  be  easy  to  and  shining;  upper  left  eye-lid  completely 
reason  abstractedly  or  meclianically  upon  closed  from  oedema;  two- thirds  of  left 
the  operation  of  the  whole.  He  succeeded  cheek  occupied  by  a  deep  irregular  slough, 
to  his  wishes,  and  soon  saw  that  the  tabu-  which  extends  into  the  mouth,  and  which 
lar  notation  which  he  adopted  for  his  cal*  his  father  says  only  began  two  days  ago, 
cnlating  engine,  might  be  applied  to  ma*  and  spread  rapidly ;  the  surrounding  edges 
chinery  in  general ;  that,  in  fact,  there  very  red  and  thickened ;  the  whole  of  the 
was  no  limit  to  its  applicability  in  all  cases  left  side  of  the  palate  is  destroyed  by  ulce- 
wbere  work  was  performed  by  a  number  of  ration ;  the  bones  carious.  He  has  always 
■gents,  either  physical  or  moral.  It  had  a  difificulty  in  breathing  through  the 
would  require  more  space  than  we  can  af-  left  nostril:  some  bleeding  from  both 
ford,  to  follow  the  lecturer  in  his  specula-  lately ;  headache ;  quite  sensible ;  no  in- 
tions  on  this  subject;  nor  can  we  pretend  clination  to  take  food;  will  drink  wine  or 
to  nve  more  than  a  mere  hint  of  the  porter;  skin  dry;  tongue  dry;  night 
method  adopted  in  this  kind  of  tabular  sweats;  pulse  quick  and  feeble;  no  mo- 
notation.     Dr.    Lardner    illustrated    the  tioii  for  some  days ;  debility  so  great  that 


subject    by    a   reference   to    the   stcfun- 

engine;  the  various  parts  of  which,  with 

their  circumstances,  were  disposed  in  a 

hundred  compartments,  so  that  by  simpler 

running  the  eye  along  the  horizontal  divi- 

sions  of  the  table,  the  business  of  each 

part  at  a  given  muiiient  was  exactly  per.     tends  towards  the  inner  cantlius  of  the  left 

ctfivcd.     One  immediate  advantage  cf  this    cvc,  from  \ibich  there  is  scro-purulcnt  dis 


he  cannot  sit  up  in  bed. 

01.  Ricini,  ^.  statim ;  Cat.  Panis.  Inf. 
Gent.  Comp.  c.  Acid.  Sulx^h.  Dilut. 
Il|x.  ter  die.    Porter. 

Jan.  34th.— Some  sleep;  gangrene  ex- 
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charge ;  slough  firm  and  very  offensive ;  fected  the  membranes  of  the  malar,  tupe- 

left  eye-lid  still  closed  from  oedema;  right  nor  maxillary,  and  pallati  bones,  on  this 

now  open;  left  nostril  swelled,  and  appa-  side,  and  that  then  inflammation  of  the 

rently  blocked  up  with  a  whitish  matter.  membranes  of  the  brain  occurred,  with  the 

Sol.  Calcis  Chlorid.    Rep.  omnia.  effusion  of  coaguUble  lymph,- thus  mak. 

28th.-Sloughing  has  extended,  and  has  '"»  ^^"^  ^^^  'tf^f  ?"  secondary.    Or  we 

destroyed  the  fnte^ments  of  the  W  infe-  ?:;j/3:^ii?h*J; '^J^^^d^^^^^^^^ 

rior  palpebra,  the  left  side  of  the  nose,  and  S "Ji  o.~k«i  ^.^^J^.^^f^»^ 

extends  to  th;  inferior  edge  of  the  left  ra-  i^l^h   '^  ^1  wS  h^^^ 

mus  of  the  inferior  maxiUa :  the  sloughing  ^w?,r.!lwS  IK.  ?ftr«.~  ^L 

hasextended  internally  also.   BowelsV-  iMeTwhrh^ts^r:/^^^^^ 

Repetantur  omnia.  and  that  inflammation  and  destruction  of 

31st — Did  not  speak  after  I  left  him;  the  parts  to  which  it  is  supplied  was  the 

appeared  to  become  insensible;  and  died  result 

this  morning.  This  supposition  is,  perhaps,  of  the  two 

.           .  the  most  probable,  especially  if  the  father's 

Disuctum.-^ Some  serum  under  saUp;  statement  can  be  relied  upon;  viz.  that 
dura  mater,  in  course  of  longitudinal  sinus,  the  sloughing  only  began  two  days  befoi« 
thickened,  and  covered  externally  by  vas-  i  saw  the  patient,  and  then  spread  rapidly, 
cular  specks;  the  whole  of  the  left  side  of  This  view  is  further  coniirmed  by  what 
the  dura  mater,  interiorly,  was  covered  by  happened  to  the  eye  in  Mr.  Stanley's  case 
yellow  coagulable  lymph;  a  considerable  of  tumor  of  the  brain,  related  at  p.  531  of 
quantity  of  serous  fluid  upon  the  surface  of  the  first  volume  of  the  Medical  Gazette ; 
bothhemispheresof  thebrain;  tunicaarach.  bv  its  agreeing  with  the  effects  of  experi- 
noideaopaque  and  gelatinous;  surfaceof  the  ments  upon  animals,  by  Magendie  and 
brain  and  corpora  striata  pretematurally  others;  and  by  the  inflammation  here  be- 
firm,  but  the  thalami  and  posterior  part  of  ing  analogous  to  that  occurring  in  the 
the  fornix  in  a  complete  state  of  ramol-  mucous  membrane  of  the  bladder  in  re- 
li5scment,and  ragged;  water  in  the  ventri-  tention  of  urine  the  result  of  fractures  of 
des  and  base  of  the  skull,  to  the  amount  the  spine, 
of  full  \u.    Upon  turning  up  the  brain, 

upon    the   anterior   of  the   middle    lobe  ^teitet  after  Parturition— Dimiu'uhed  by  Mer- 

was  seen  a  small  oval  tumor,  of  green  curySubsequeuily  iucreated^Semoved  by 

colour,    with    cnmson  vessels  ramifying  Tapping^Rapidly  rt-apptartd—UltimaUly 

upon  It;    in  the  centre  was  a  depression,  ditappearedspontuyieausly -^Perfect  lUcmery. 

the  size  of  a  pin*s  head,  apparently  from  -^         ^                ^ 

softening ;  the  tumor  altogether  was  soft.  Mary  McKey,  set.  26  :   transferred  fh>m 

l^pon  soaking  it  some  time  in  rectified  the  physician  to  me,  August  27th,  1833. 


appearance  of  coagulated  blood.    There  June.   After  delivery  her  abdomen  was  a» 

was  much  coagul^Ie  lymph  about  the  ^*W  *«  before ;  her  feet  and  ankles  were 

arachnoid  at  the  base  of  the  skull,  also  on  ratter  swelled  before  delivery,  and  after- 

the  interior  of  the  dura  mater ;  exterior  wards  remained  so.      About  the  third  day 

also  to  the  dura  mater  was  a  considerable  *fter  the  birth  of  the  child  she  got  up,  and 

quantity  of   hard  coagulable  lymph,  in  the  abdomen  increased  in  size.    She  was 

which    the   fifth    nerve,   anterior  to    its  churched  at  the  three  weeks  end,  after 

origin,  but  before  it  forms  the  ganglion,  which  the  abdomen  still  further  increased 

on    the   left    side,  was    completely    im-  in  size,  and  she  had  some  dyspncea  and 

bedded;  the  substance  of  the  brain  sur.  cough.     Elaterium  and  supertartrate  of 

rounding  the  tumor  healthy ;  the  bones  at  potash  and  gamboge  were  given ;  and  on 

the  anterior  part  of  the  left  side  of  the  base  the  22d  instant  she  rubbed  in  the  strong 

of  the  skull  were  of  black  colour ;  superior  mercurial  ointment.  Her  mouth  is  slightly 

maxillary  bone  (left)  deprived  of  its  perios-  "ore;  the  abdomen,  though  considerably 

teum :  its  palatine  process,  as  well  as  the  swelled,  (forty  eight   inches    in    circum- 

pallati  bone,  destroyed  by  caries.  ference),  is  not  very  tense  ;    there  is  a 

decided  fluctuation  on  percussion.     She 

Remarks. — There  occur  to  me  two  has  still  a  slight  cough,  but  her  breathing 

ways  of  viewing  this  case ;    which  is  the  is   free  ;     rebpiratory    murmur    audible 

most   probable  I  will  leave  to   those  of  throughout    tne   chest  :    slight    rhoncua 

more  experience  to  determine.  crepitans  posteriorly  and  infcriorly,  parti- 

Wc    may    suppose    that    the    pimple  cularly  on  the  right'side.     No  fever ;  sleeps 

citlier  went  on  enlarging,  or  that  inflam-  well.      Pulse  small,  quick,    and  feeble  ; 

mation  was  set  up  around  it,  which  spread  tongue  clean  and  moist;    bowels  regular; 

from  the  integuments  inwards  till  it  aT  urine  copious;   skin  dry;   faints  at  times 
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on  the  least  motion.  Repetatur  nng.  nocte  least  trace  of  fluid  in  the  abdomen,  nor 
maneauc;  OL  Rieini, ^ss.;  p.  v.  2;  Pulr.  an j  visceral  enlargement;  the  abdominal 
digitalis,  gr.  } ;  Qnin.  Sulpb.  g.  i.  3  die.  parietes  are  flaccid  ;  she  finds  great  sup- 
Toe  abdomen  to  be  bandaged.  port  from  the  bandage ;  goes  about  her 
Sept  3d. — General  health  exceedingly  work  well;  looks  and  feels  in  perfect 
good.  Finds  great  support  from  the  ban-  health, 
dage;  feels  stronger;  mouth  sore;  abdo- 
men has  gradually  diminished,  and  is  Remarks.— There  are  a  few  points  of 
now  reduced  to  9*  inches;  legs  rather  interest  in  this  case,  to  which  I  will  briefly 
less  swollen  ;  milk  deficient  from  the  allude.  1st.  I  would  ask  to  what  was  the 
lint;  child  much  purged  and  greatly  dropsy  attributable ?  — to  pressure  upon 
emaciated.  Rep.  ung.  o.  n.  et  Pulv.  and  the  large  veins  during  ntero-gestation ;  to 
bandage.    A  wet  nurse.  disease  of  the  liver;  or  to  increased  action 

7th.— Child  wonderfully    plumped  out    in  the  vessels  of  the  peritoneum  ? 
nace  the  change,  and  no  longer  purged.        That  it  is  not  entirely  owing  to  pres- 
Mother  steadily  improving:  legs  have  not    sure  during  pregnancy,  is,  I  think,  to  be 
swelled  since  last  report,  though  she  has    inferred  from  iU  return  after  paracentesis 
sat   up  for  an  hour  or  two  at  a  time  :     abdominis  subsequent  to  delivery, 
abdomen  still  decreasing,  roea-suring  four        That  it  was  not  caused  by  hepatic  dis. 
inches  and  a  half  less  than  on  the  3d  in-    case,  I  am  also  inclined  to  infer,  from  the 
stant:  a  troublesome  cough  the  last  few    patient's   perfect   restoration    to  health; 
days,  relievedbylinctns;  mouth  more  sore,    from  the  few  symptoms  of  hepatic  de- 
Some  ptyalism.    Repetantur omnia.  rangement  under  which    she    laboured; 
16th. —  Up,  and  goes  out;    ointment    and  from  enlargement  or  induration  of 
omitted;  month  still  sore;  abdomen  two    the    liver   being  suspected    rather  than 
inches    less;    faint    at    times.      Omitt.    proved. 

medicamenta.  I  «^™   therefore  of  opinion,  that  the 

Oct.  1st— Swelling  of  the  abdomen  dropsy  was  in  this  case  owing  to  increased 
lather  increased,  it  is  feared,  but  not  action  in  the  vessels  of  the  peritoneum,  to 
proved  by  measurement;  fluctuation  more  which  I  am  more  especially  led  by  the  ra- 
distinet;  is  going  into  the  country.  Re-  pid  return  of  the  fluid  after  its  removal-^ 
petatur  nngnentum  nocte  maneque'  "J  its  spontaneous  disappearance  subse- 

Nov.  12th.— Returned  from  country  a  quently— and  by  the  circumstances  which, 
few  days;  abdomen  much-  more  swelled  in  ^y  mind,  militate  against  the  dropsy 
and  tense,  44  inches  in  cifcumference;  '^ing  produced  by  the  before-mentioned 
nmbilicus  has  started;    the  fluid  passes    causes.  ,     ,     ,  , 

into  it,  forming  a  fluctuating  tumor,  easily  I  do  not  think  the  increased  action 
empricd;nocBdemaof  lc«8;muchdyspnaja;  amounted  to  actual  inflammation,  because 
slight  rboucus  crepitans  throughout  pos.  there  were  no  symptoms  of  pentoniUs,  and 
tenor  part  ^f  both  lungs;  general  the  fluid  when  withdrawn  was  quite  trans- 
health  good ;  bowels  opened  yesterday  bv  P^^nt,  and  free  from  flakes  of  coagolable 
oil;  paracentesis  abdominis;  ten  quarts  of  lymph-a  circumstance  by  which  I  have 
greea,  clear  fluid  removed;  no  dakes  of  frequeptly  distinguished  ascites  with  in- 
coagulable lymph ;  operation  well  borne ;  flammation,from  ascites  the  result  of  chro- 
no  visceral  dfisease  detected,  though  ther«  nic  visceral  enlargement,  or  induration,  a 
■eemed  slight  enlargement  and  hardening  distinction  sometimes  difiicult,  but  always 
in  the  right  lobe  of  the  liver.  important     ^         -^  ,     .  ., 

14th.— Sitting  up;    easy;    slept  well;        The  good  effects  of  mercury  in  diminisl\- 

breathes    much    freer;     cough     trifling;    ing  dropsical  efl'usions  were  conspicuous  in 

month  sore;  several  motions,  with  some    this  case,  which  is  further  remarkable  from 

ffriping.  the  palliative  means  proving  radical,  a  cir- 

i>5i  n^A^  o^  Hi  i>ji  ••«  /.  nr^ir.  np*  s:  ^  «.     cumstance  rare  in  the  treatment  of  hydro- 

"^^S'oSt^Co^^^^^^^^^^  -»?;  -d  -till  moi.-uniW.iuent  in  tlit  of 

terdie.  "«'*^»- 

Jan.   7th,    1833.— Abdomen  within   an       Ertensive  Strumout  Abtceu  rf  the  Abdominal 
inch  as  large  as- when  she  was  tapped;  Parutet, 

has  not  menstruated  since  her  confine-  Ruth  Sycamore,  »t  19;  admitted  7th 
ment;  breathing  unoppressed;  legs  do  not  June.  Perceived  occasional  pain,  slightly 
swell;  general  health  remarkably  good.  increased  on  pressure  (without  either  con- 
Jan.  13th,  1834. — She  called  at  the  Dis-  stirpation,diarrhoea,or  sickness)  in  the  right 
pensanr  to-day  to  inform  me  that  she  went  side  of  abdomen,  thirteen  weeks  ago,  soon 
into  tne  country  soon  after  last  report;  after  which  there  was  a  swelling,  which 
that  the  abdomen  gradually  decreased,  (in  spite  of  three  dozen  leeches  at  different 
and  that  sho believed  Uie  fluid  had  entirely  times  applied,  after  which  the  pain  was  al- 
disappeared  for  the  last  two  months,  ways  worse)  has  gradually  increased;  chills 
On  a  careful  examination,  there  is  not  the    at  times,  but  no  rigors.    Tliere  is  a  hard. 
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indistinctly>circumsciibed  tnmor,  extend-  above  or  below  the  fasciotts  productions  met 

ing  o?er  the  greater  part  of  ^e  abdomen  with  here :  abore,  they  are  of  no  moment, 

below  the  umbilicus, very  tense, more espe.  as  they  soon  get  well;  below  the  fasciae, 

cially  in  the  sitnation  of  the  rectus  mus-  however,  they  are  much  more  important, 

cle,  where  the  integuments  are  very  red,  If  they  take  place  between  the  external 

and  at  one    point    soft,  as  if  disposed  oblique  muscle  and  the  superficial  fascia, 

to    point ;     excruciating     darting    pain  or  under  the  anterior  sheath  of  the  rectus, 

throughout  abdomen,  but  more  especially  they  generally  point  externally ;  and  if  a 

to  the  left  side ;  she  cannot  bear  tne  least  free  incision  is  made,  further  mischief  is 

pressure;  face  flushed;  nocturnal  sweats;  usually  prevented.    Bnt  when  they  occur 

nights  restless;    catamenia  regular,  and  about  the  poste  ior  part  of  that  sheath,  or 

have  been  throughout;  pulse  soft,  small,  between  the  internal  oblique  and  trans- 

and  slow ;  rest  has  been  procured  by  opi-  verse  muscles,  they  are  generally  serious, 

ates;    sulphate  of  quinine,,  with  dilute  as  they  are  seldom  detected  sufficiently 

sulphuric  acid,  have  been  taken.     Cat  early  to  be  opened  by  the  surge<m:  in. 

Panis,  rep.  med.  flammation  spreads  rapidly  to  the  peri- 

June  9th. — A  distinct  rigor  last  evening,  toneum;   the  bowel  is  at  some  part  per- 

Tumor  exquisitely  painful ;  disposition  to  forated,    and    the  abscess  in    that    way 

point  more  decided ;  an  indistinct  fluctua-  evacuated.      And  although  it  has  occa- 

tion.    An  incision  an  inch  long  was  made  sionally  happened  that  persons  have  even- 

into  the  part  at  which  the  pointing  ap-  tually  recovered,  the  generality  have  been 

peared,  and  a  pint  and  a  half  of  curdy,  carried  off  by  hectic.     It  was  this  disease 

greenidi,  offensive  pus,  escaped.    Thetu-  which  so  prematurely  destroyed  Mr.  Bums, 

mor,  of  course,  greatly  disappeared,  but  the  distinguished  anatomist  of  Glasgow  *. 
some  thickness  appeared  to  the  left  of  the 

linea  alba,  and  over  the  anterior  superior  • — • 

spinous  process  of  the  ilium.    A  roller, 

with  slight  pad,  wer»  applied;  the  lips  of  ^  ^*-  RUGBY'S 

the  wound  were  slightly  kept  apart.  MIDWIFERY  HOSPITAL  REPORTS. 

Medicines  to  be  continued. 
'  14th.— The  wound  has  been  kept  open.  oEKEaAL  lyino-in  hospital. 

and  matter  evacuated  daily,  though  less  CContlnaed  f^om  p.  835.] 

and  less  in  <|uantity ;  and  to-day  only  Jy.  

of  serous  fluid  escaped.    Much  easier ;  im- 
proved in  all  respects  ;  is  able  to  sit  up.  pceiiperal  mania. 

Rep.  Med.  During    the  whole  year   there  has  not 

18th. — More  restless  the  last  two  days;  been  a  single  case  of  puerperal  convulsions, 

pain  and  tenderness  in  the  right  inguinal  either  among  the  in  or  outpatients.    Two 

region,  where  there  is  a  small  abscess  form-  patients  died  fW)m  apoplectic  attacks  at 

ing;  original  orifice  all  bnt  closed;  does  different  intervals  after  labour:  in  the  one« 

not  dischaige.  a  severe  blow  on  the  head  was  ascertained 

21st. — Pain  has  continued  severe;  ab-  to  have  been  received  during  her  preg- 

scess  in    groin    opened;    appetite  gone;  nancy,  from  which  she  had  never  perfccuy 

sweats  have  returned.     .  recovered ;  the  other  was  a  short- necked 

Rep.  Cat.  et  Medicamenta.  woman,  but  where  the  immediate  cause  of 

August  13th.-Pain    subsided;    punc-  ^attack  was  veiy  obscure;  she  had  been 

AU5i»v   *Y"''     *  "^    ouMa»««^,    yuub  seen,   when  sitting  up  m  bed,    to  lean 

tures  still  discharge,  and  aresum)unded  fo,.,^   apparenUy  Ic^  her  Wance,  and 

by  slight   strumous  fungus ;  hardn^  «  f^  ^^^  ^^^j^^   ^^^^  ^^  ,^^^  ^^^^ 

right ihacregionmuchdiminished;  bowel,  ^j^h  considerable  violence  upon  the  floor; 

t    «        .      n,         J.  she  was  quicklvraised,and  found  to  speak 

P.  P.   3j.    Tr.   ledinae,  n^v.  ex  Dec.  incoherently :  fatal  coma,  in  spite  of  active 

Cinchon.  ter  die.  bleeding,  came  on.    Having  had  no  op- 

The  orifices  were  slow  in  healing,  and  portunity  of  examining  the  state  of  the 

she  gradually  regained  her  bealUi ;  but  she  brain,  it  must  remain  nndeterasined  how 

has  since  occasionally  been    subject    to  far  the  blow  conduced -to  canse  theapo- 

small  abscesses  in  the  above  situation.  She  plectic  seizure. 

lately  had  one  of  larger  size,  which  broke  No  case  of  the  common  form  of  puer- 

of  itself,  dischaiged  much  pus,  and  then  peral  mania  has  occurred  during  the  year, 

healed.     She  has,  however,  been  able  to  In  using  the  word  ccmmtfN,  I  mean  that 

follow  her  occupation  (that  of  a  house-  form  which  is  the  result  of  debility—  a 

maid),  though  occasionally  interrupted  by  state  of  excitement  without  power,  as  the 

these  abscesses.  late  Dr.  Gooch  has  admirably  expressed 

Remarks.— Abscesses  may  occur  in  any .      •  vide  Bnros's  Sunlcal  AnaComy  of  the  Head 
part  of  thp  abdominal  parietes,   either    sod  Neck,  lyy  OrsnviiTt  sharp  Pattison. 
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bimaelf.     The  case  which  I  present  to  a  risk  of  con?erting  the  other  into  fatal 

70  ar  notice  shows  a  very  different  state  of  apoplexy. 

the  circulation.  pu^centa  pjijEvia. 

December  2,    1833.  —  Anne   Fearman,  Of  placenta  pv<rvia  two  cases  have  oc- 

st.   18.     First  pregnancy.     S.:ort,  stout;  carred  among  the  out-patients, 

black  eyes  and  hair,  flushed  face ;  manner  Name  and  date  omitted.    Out-patient: 

wild  and  strange.    The  pains  do  not  ap-  was  suddenly  surprised  by  an  attack  of 

pear  to  be .  genuine  labour  pains,  being  uterine    haemorrhage    three    weeks    ago, 

chiefly  situated  in  the  abdomen:    pulse  which  ceased,  but  again  appeared,  much 

inick  and  labouring :  she  was  bled  to  more  profusely,  this  morning.  By  the  mid- 

|xij.  with  slight  relief.     In  about  four  wife's  account,  she  had  lost  a  very  consi- 

lours  after,   finding    her   manner   more  derable  quantity  of  blood.    The  patient  is 

wild,  and  her  head  and  face  very  hot,  I  weak,  but  not  faint,  and  the  pulse  tolenu 

bled  her  again  to  ^xx.  which  cooled  her  bly  good.    Fains  very  slight;  vagina  full 

considerably,  but  did  not  produce  faint-  of  coagula;   and  the  os  uteri,  which  is 

ness :  she  vomited  much,  having  eaten  a  remarkably  forward,  and  dilated  to  about 

large  quantity  of  pork  and  onions  before  the  size  of  a  crown-piece,  is  covered,  to  the 

coming  to  the  hospital.    The  relaxation  extent  of  a  third,  by  the  placenta;  bevond 

produced  by  the  bleeding  was  sufficient  to  which  the  head  is  felt  presenting.    I  was 

bring  on  labour  very  rapidly,  and  she  was  obliged  to  introduce  my  hand  to  ascertain 

quicklv  delivered  of  a  girl,  which  presented  this,  the  os  uteri  and  foetal  head  being  so 

with  the  head  in  the  first  position.  very  distant    As  the  head  was  pressing  the 

4th. — Has  felt  very  well  till  this  even-  placenta,  and  the  pains  very  weak,  I  gave  a 
ing.  She  is  now  feverish,  with  pain  of  dose  of  ergot  of  rye  to  increase  them :  this 
head,  and  wildness  of  manner:  no  ap-  soon  produced  its  effect ;  the  os  uteri  began 
pearance  of  lochia  to-day ;  no  pain  of  to  dilate,  and  the  head  continuing  to  press 
abdomen:  a  dose  of  sulph.  and  carb;  firmlv,  no  further  haamorrhage  occurred; 
magnesia?,  with  it|,xxv.  of  liq.  antim.  tart,  and  in  a  short  space  ^of  time  she  was  deli- 
was  given.  Perspired  during  the  night :  vered  of  a  dead  child. 
bowels  open.  It  is  of  great  importance  to  a.«certain 

5tb.  -»  Complains    of    tondemess  of  how  much  of  the  os  uteri  is  covered  by  the 

abdomen;   a  poultice  was  applied;    and  placenta;  and  to  do  this  properly,  it  will 

at    noon    eight  grains  of   adomel    and  be  occasionally  necessary  to  follow  the  ad- 

four  of  pulv.  antim.  were  given.  vice  which  my  father  has  given,  and  intro« 

6th.  —  The  calomel   has    operated  five  duce  the  hand.    GeneraUy  speaking,  the 

times,  producing  curdy,  pale  stools,  one  vagina  is  more  or  less  relaxed  by  the  has- 

of  which   showed    flakes    like    chopped  morrhage,  and  the  hand  is  insinuated  with. 

membrane :    the    lochia    has    been   re-  out  causing  much  suffering.     When  the 

called  by  warm  ii^ections  into  the  va-  os  utori  is  but  partial{y  covered  by  pla- 

gina:  feels  much  better:  a  slight  lacera-  centa,  and  the  pains  slow,  the  secale  cor- 

tion  of  the  perineum  had  been  produced,  nutum  is  a  very  valuable  remedy ;  the  head 

not  having  been  sufficiently  supported  by  presses  upon  the  os  uteri,  and  acting  thus 

A  midwife   pupil,   and  the  vagina    had  as  a  plug,  controls  all  further  hasmorrbage. 

appeared  somewhat   ecchymosed,    but  is  Jan.  8tb,  1833. — Ellen  Lennard,  set  27, 

now  much  better.    Upon  inquiry,  I  find  out-patient;  fourth  pregnancy;   of  mid- 

that  her  father  had  destroyed  himself,  and  dling  size ;  well-made;  healthy ;  has  gone 

thather  whole  family  had  shown  a  dispo>  her  full  time.    Was  suddenly  surprised, 

lition  to  mania;  and  sometime  ago  she  when  crossing  the  threshold  of  her  door,  by 

Deceived  a  wound  of  the  head,  by  vvhich  a  a  profuse  discharge  of  blood  from  the  va- 

large  portion  of  the  scalp  was  separated  gina.     She  sent  for  her  midwife,  who, 

from  the  skull.  finding  the  placenta  covering  the  os  uteri, 

8ih. —  Feels  much  better ;  but  having  sent  for  me. 

an  unpleasant   odour    about   her,    some  I  found  her  extremely  faint ;  no  pulse  at 

warm  waiter   was  thrown    up    into    the  the  wrist,  and  not  easily  roused ;  she  was 

vagina:  slept  well;  bowels  open:   snmat  lying  on  her  back,  with  a  large  pool  of 

hyd.  submur.  and  pulv.  antim.  aa.  gr.  iv.  blood  under  the  bed.    On  examination,  the 

This  form  of  puerperal  mania  is  much  vagina  was  found  soft  and  dilated,  full  of 
more  rare  than  the  other :  it  is  the  mania  coagula ;  no  haamorrhage  at  this  moment, 
accompanied  with  more  or  less  phrenitis,  Theos  uteri  was  sufficiently  open  to  admit 
and  if  not  timely  checked  is  much  more  mv  four  fingers,  and  soon  dilated  so  as  to 
liable  to  lead  to  a  fatal  result  than  the  allow  the  hand  to  pass ;  scarcely  any  pain, 
asthenic  melancholic  form,  so  admirably  and  the  parts  peculiarly  flaccid.  I  passed 
deseribdl  by  Dr.  Gooch.  The  plan  of  my  hand  along  the  left  sacro- iliac  synchon- 
treatment  must  be  as  different  as  the  drosis  side  of  the  os  uteri,  and  insinuated  it 
causes  are  opposite ;  for  the  opiates,  which  as  well  as  I  could  between  it  and  the  pla- 
in the  one  produce  such  relief,  would  run  centa,  until  I  felt  the  membranes.    The 
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head  presented  in  the  first  position.  On 
niptarinff  the  membranes  I  felt  the  arms 
and  hanos,  but  could  not  gain  a  foot  for 
some  little  time.  At  last  I  succeeded  in 
bringing  one  down.  No  pulsation  in  the 
cord.  When  the  trunk  was  bom,  I  gave 
her  a  dose  of  secale  comutum ;  but  irom 
the  unruly  behaviour  of  the  patient  the 
head  did  not  follow  for  some  time.  The 
child  was  full-grown,  and  the  placenta  was 

2uickl)r  expelled ;  it  had  been  centrically 
xed  over  the  os  uteri,  and  besides  the 
rupture  which  I  had  made  in  the  mem- 
branes, it  was  torn  from  its  edge  to  the  in- 
sertion of  the  cord.  No  haemorrhage  took 
place  either  during  or  after  the  operation. 

9th.— I  was  not  able  to  visit  her;  but  as 
it  was  reported  that  she  was  suffering 
much  pain  of  the  abdomen,  I  ordered  her 
eight  grains  of  calomel,  with  ten  of  Dover's 
powder;  a  linseed  meal  poultice;  and  a 
draught  of  liq.  opii  sed.  at  night.  Let  her 
kneel  when  passing  water. 

10th. — Much  relieved;  bowels  opened 
two  or  three  times ;  slept  somewhat  in  the 
night.  Pulse  natural,  but  very  weak; 
tongue  clean ;  complains  much  of  violent 
headache,  increasea  bv  the  slightest  noise; 
still  some  pain  of  abdomen ;  uterus  large 
and  hard.  I  repeated  the  calomel  and 
Dover's  powder  immediately,  and  the 
poultice. 

12th. — Little  or  no  pain;  bowels  open 
moderately;  has  not  haa  much  sleep ;  com- 
plains of  headache. 

R  Ext  Hyosc.  et  Camphone,  aa.  gr.  x. 
M.  ft  pil.  iv. ;  capiat  ij.  statim,  et  ij. 
h.  s. 

One  great  peculiarity  in  this  form  of 
uterine  hasmorrhage  is,  that  it  comes  on 
suddenly,  and  mostly  without  any  assigna- 
ble cause,  and  usuaAy  at  what,  m  the  un- 
impregnated  state,  would  have  been  a  men. 
strual  period;  thus,  if  it  has  appeared 
some  little  time  before  the  end  of  preg- 
nancy, it  generally  stops  a  while,  and  does 
not  appear  again  until  four  weeks  have 
elapsed,  when  it  becomes  more  profuse.  In 
botn  of  the  above-mentioned  cases  the  baa. 
moirhage  appeared  suddenly,  although  in 
the  latter  not  until  the  full  term  of  preg- 
nancy. In  looking  over  the  numerous 
cases  of  placenta  pnevia  which  my  father 
has  recoraed,  in  his  valuable  work  on  ute- 
rine  hemorrhage,  I  find  it  mentioned  in 
only  one  case  (37th),  that  the  placenta  was 
partially  situated  on  the  os  uteri;  and 
firom  his  description  I  should  have  been 
induced  to  suppose  that  in  every  other  in- 
stance  the  os  uteri  had  been  entirely  co- 
vered by  it ;  but  in  the  cases  which  I  have 
had  the  opportunity  of  observing,  the  par- 
tial attachment  of  the  placenta  seems  to 
occur  as  frequently,  if  not  more  so,  than 
where  it  is  centrically  fixed.    This  is  a 


point,  however,  which  re<|nires  greater  ex- 
perience than  I  can  as  yet  boast  of,  to  de- 
cide. It  would  seem,  nevertheless,  to  lead 
to  a  question  which  is  not  only  interesting, 
but  may  be  of  practical  importance,  yiz. 
are  not  those  haemorrhages  from  placenta 
praevia,  which  make  their  first  appearance 
in  the  seventh  and  eighth  months  of  preg- 
nancy, generally  connected  with  a  partial 
attachment  of  the  placenta  to  the  os  uteri  ? 
On  the  other  hand,  where  it  is  centrically 
attached,  does  not  the  patient  usually  go 
to  the  full  term  of  gestation  before  any 
hemorrhage  takes  place  ? 

The  faint  and  exoausted  state  in  which 
I  found  the  patient,  so  far  from  contra- 
indicating  my  attempting  to  turn  the  child, 
required  the  immediate  performance  of 
this  operation.  There  is  a  passage  in  Wi. 
gaud's  '^  Geburt  des  Menschen,"  which  I 
generally  make  a  point  of  quoting  in  my 
lectures  on  turning;  it  is* so  applicable  to 
the  present  subject,  that  I  trust  1  shall  be 
excused  giving  it  here :— ^<  The  vagina  is 
never  so  soft,  so  dilatable,  and  capable  of 
admitting  the  hand,  as  during  the  presence 
of  an  active  haemorrhage ;  and  it  is  a  mis- 
taken  kindness  in  the  medical  attendant, ' 
who,  in  order  to  spare  his  patient's  suffer- 
ings under  these  circumstances,  delays  tu 
introduce  his  hand  until,  the  hsemorrhage 
has  ceased.  The  moment  that  this  is  the 
case,  the  vagina  regains  more  vitality,  sen- 
sibility, and  power  of  contraction;  the 
hand  now  experiences  much  more  opposi- 
tion,  and  excites  far  greater  pain,  than 
during  the  state  of  syncope."  But  for  a 
fuller  consideration  of  this  subject,  I  can- 
not  do  better  than  refer  the  junior  part  of 
your  readers  to  the  admirable  rules  which 
my  father  has  given. 

[To  be  continued.] 
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LECTURES  dangerous  cause  of  dificalbr.    Nor  can  we 

be  surprised  at  this;  for  I  have  already 

^^  ^"'  mentioned  that  rickets  was  first  described 

THEORY  AND  PRACTICE   OF  by  Glisson,  in  a  treatise  on  the  disease 

MIDIVIFERY'  published  in  1659.    The  habits  of  the  an> 

«>       '  cients,  indeed,  were  not  faw>urable  to  the 

DtUoered  ut  tht  London  ffatpiial,  production  of  this  formidable  affection ; 

^     i«              «^   «                       »*^  their  poorer  population  was  mostly  en- 

Bt  Francis  H.  Ramsbotham,  M.D.  ^^  ^  agricultural,  or  mechanical,-not 

^^,  m  what  may  properly  in  this  age  be  termed 

manufacturing,  —  pursuits;  which  latter, 

Lectvrb  XXXVI.  of  iji  other  occupations,  most  fosters  the 

DIFFICULT  LABOUR,^INSTRU.  ricketty  predisposidon. 

MENTS  '^^^  Arabians, indeed,instituted  the  prac- 
tice of  perforating  the  skull  occasionally ; 

CRANIOTOMY.  j^j  Albucasis  has  given  us  a  drawing  of 

Antiquity  rf  tht  op0r<i<u>n.-— The  first  of  all  an  instrument,  designed  both  to  open  and 

obstetrical  operations  practised,  consisted  extract  the  head.    In  later  yean,  Tariously- 

hx  extraeting  the  mutilated  foetus  from  the  fashioned  perforators  have  been  employed, 

womb  by  cutting  and  sharp-pointed  instru-  Mauriceau's  tire-tite  consisted  of  a  sharp- 

ments,  in  whatever  way  it  could  best  be  ac-  pointed,   double-edged  knife ;    Deventer 

complkhed.    Thus,  even  Hippocrates  has  used  a  lon^  scalpel ;    others   a  crooked 

left  as  some  observations  on  this  subject;  bistoury;  Si/  Fielding  Ould  invented  an 

and  Cdsus  is  particular  in  his  directions,  instrument  which  he  called    the  tenebra 

having  dedicated  the  twenty-ninth  chapter  occulta  ;   Smellie,  as  I  have  already  said, 

of  his  seventh  book  to  the  mode  in  which  adopted  the  scissors,  which,  with  John- 

a  dead  child  may  be  extracted  from  the  son's  curve  added,  I  employ  myself, 

uterus  by  means  of  instruments.    We  may  Cata  in  iohich  required. — I  need  scarcely 

trace  in  the  very  expressions  used  by  Cel-  again  repeat,  that  although  on  some  occa- 

aos,  the  antiquity  of  the  prejudice,  that  sions  we  may  feel  justified  in  having- re- 

the  voluntary  efforts  of  the  fcetas  were  the  course  to  harmless  means  for  the  purpose 

Erincipal  efifcient  cause  of  its  escape;  for  of  delivery,  before  exhaustion  has  pro- 
e.  says,  *'  Ubi  concej^it  aliqua,  et  jam  ceeded  to  any  great  extent,  we  are  never 
prop^  matuhis  i»artus  inttis  emortuus  est,  warranted  in  taking  the  perforator  in  hand; 
nei^ue  excidere  per  h  potest,  adhibenda  cu-  unless  driven  to  it  by  a  dreadful  necessity ; 
imtio  est."  —provided,  indeed,  there  is  any  doubt  as 
•  The  instrument  he  describes  for  this  to  the  child's  being  still  alive ;  or  a  well. 
purpose  is  a  cutting-hook,  "  uncus  undi-  founded  hope  exists  of  its  being  expelled 
que  hevis,  acu minis  brevis ;"  but  he  men-  by  the  natural  powers. 
tions  no  means  by  which  the  cranial  bones  I  have  before  endeavoured  to  lay  down 
might  be  perforated,  if  necessary.  From  a  practical  rule  on  this  interesting  subject^ 
this  we  may  infer,  that  distortions  of  the  founded  on  actual  measurement  of  the 
pelvis  were  not  known  to  the  Greeks  and  pelvis;  and  to  draw  a  distinctive  line  foe- 
Latins;  else,  since  he  speaks  of  breech  and  tween  those  cases  in  which'  it  is  possible 
shoulder  presentations,  the  foetus  being  for  the  bead  of  a  fall-grown,  mature,  and 
dropsical,  and  the  mode  of  decapitating  it  well- ossified  foetus,  to  be  extracted  whole, 
when  transversely  placed,  he  would  not  and  those  others  where  a  diminution  in 
have  omitted  to  notice  such  a  serious  and  bulk  by  mutilation  must  be  practised  be- 

341.— xiT.  «  ft 
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fore  the  birth  can  take  place ;  and  as  a  inch  in  length  will  be  made  in  the  foetal 

J  principle,  we  regard  a  pelvis  possessing  skull.   Provided  the  rests  be  well  {protected, 

ess  space  than  three  inches  in  the  conju-  there  is  little  likelihood  of  any  injury  hap- 

gate  diameter,  unequal  to  the  transmission  pening  to  the  maternal  structures ;   be- 

of  the  skull  entire.    Nevertheless,  it  be-  cause  all  the  cutting  portion  of  the  per- 

hoves  us,  even  under  such  a  diminished  forator  is  sheathed  witnin  the  head  itself, 

capacity,  to  wait  as  long  as  is  at  all  con-  The  instrument  must  afterwards  be  half 

sistent  with  the  woman's  safety,  before  we  turned  round,  without  being  withdrawn, 

employ  such  deadly  means.  and  the  edges  directed  respectively  towards 

Many  accidental  causes  may  occasion-  the  sacrum  and  pubes;— again  the  handles 

ally  oblige  us  to  have  recourse  to  the  ter-  must  be  separated  in  exactly  the  same 

rible  alternative  of  sacrificing  the  child's  manner,  so  that  a  crucial  aperture  may  be 

life— such  as    haemorrhage,   convulsions,  formed  in    the    bones.     The    projecting 

rupture  of  the  uterus,  syncope,  and  other  stops  require  now  to  be  covered  by  the 

anomalous   states   immediately   and    se-  fingers  with  even  greater  diligence  than 

riously  threatening  the  mother's  existence ;  before;  for,  independently  of  the  space 

but  we  never  adopt  it  if  a  safe  delivery  be  between  the  pubes  and  sacrum  being  so 

practicable  by  any  other  method.  much  less  than  the  lateral  diameter,  there 

It  is,  however,  by  far  most  usually  found  is  greater  danger  of  wounding  the  os  uteri, 

necessary  where  disproportion  obtains  be-  the  rectum,  and  particularly  the  bladder, 

tween  the  head  and  the  pelvic  bones ;  and  while  this  second  incision  is  being  made, 

this  diminution  in  capacity  we  generally  An  aperture  sufficiently  large  being  ob- 

observe  at  the  brim,  in  the  conjugate  dta-  tained  to  admit  the  instrument  more  com- 

meter,'— as  has  been  more  than  once  ex-  pletely  within  the  cranium,  it  must  be  in- 

emplified  in  the  progress  of  these  lessons.  troduced  beyond  the    rest^    and  turned 

It  is  by  no  means  necessary  for  the  sue-  rapidly  round  in  every  direction,  that  the 

cess  of  the  operation,  that  the  os  uteri  cerebral  mass  may  be  broken  down  as 

should  be  entirely  dilated ; — the  wider,  in-  completely  and  speedily  as  possible.     In 

deed,  the  orifice  is  opened,  the  less  chance  this  stage  of  the  operation  we  shall  find 

will  there  be  of  injuring  that  oigan ;  but  the  scissors  more  efficient  than  Denman's 

should  it  not  have  acquired  a  diameter  perforator;  because,  by  opening  and  shutt- 

greater  than  that  of  half  a  crown,  we  do  ing  them,  we  can  more  perfectly  destroy 

not  on  that  account  shrink  from  its  per-  the  organization  of  the  brain,  tear  the  ves- 

formance.      In  many  cases  I  have  been  sels,  perforate  the  tentorium,  and  even 

compelled  to  deliver  by  these  instruments,  break  up  the  cerebellum, 

when  the  mouth  of  the  womb  was  not  only  It  is  of  much  moment  that  the  cere- 

undilated,  but  still  possessed  of  considera-  bellum  riiould  be  destroyed,  because  it 

ble  rigidity.  is  from  the  base  of  the  brain  that  the 

Mode  of  performing  the  operation.  ~ After  nerves  take  their  origin ;  and  it  is  possible 
the  perfect  evacuation  of  the  bladder, — the  that  these  oivans  may  preserve  their  vita- 
patient  lying  in  the  usual  obstetric  position,  lity,  and  perform  their  functions,  althouffh 
and  two  or  three  folds  of  napkins  being  the  principal  part  of  the  cerebrum  be 
placed  under  her,  to  receive  the  portions  of  reduced  to  the  consistence  of  pulp,  or  even 
cerebral  matter  as  they  escape,^ two  fin-  evacuated.  Instances  have  been  known  of 
gers  of  the  left  hand  must  be  carried  into  the  child  breathing  and  crying  loudly  on 
the  pelvis,  and  their  tips  brought  steadily  its  birtH,  after  the  head  has  been  opened, 
to  bear  against  the  most  depending  part  of  and  the  brain  partially  extracted,— than 
the  fcBtal  skull.  The  perforator,  having  which  no  accidental  mischance,  in  the 
been  previously  warmed  and  greased,  must  performance  of  any  operation  whatever, 
then  be  directed  along  the  groove  between  I  diould  imagine,  could  produce  a  more 
the  fingers,  until  its  extremity  comes  in  lively  thrill  of  horror, 
contact  with  the  head ;  a  rapid  semi -rota-  A  sufficiently  large  aperturebeing  formed 
tory  or  boring  motion  must  be  given  to  Uie  in  the  bone,  the  second  part  of  the  opera- 
instrument,  and  it  will  soon  be  felt  to  per-  tion,  extraction,  must  be  commenced, 
forate  the  bone,  and  enter  the  skull  itself;  This  may  be  effected  either  with  the  era- 
it  must  then  be  pressed  onwards  until  the  niotomy  forceps  or  the  crotchet ;  but,  for 
studs  prevent  it  passing  any  further.  The  reasons  previously  given,  I  generally  use  the 
fingers  must  be  separated,  and  their  inner  latter  instrument, — for  I  have  found  that, 
edges  placed  against  the  rests  of  the  instru-  if  employed  with  due  caution,  it  is  less  dan- 
men  t.  The  eye  at  the  extremity  of  the  gerousthan  the  craniotomy  forceps,  and,-- 
lower  limb  must  be  held  firmly  by  the  fin-  if  a  firm  hold  be  obtained,  -  equally  or  even 
ger  and  thumb  of  our  right  hand,  while  an  more  powerful.  The  crotchet,  then,  beinff 
assistant  is  required  to  open  the  blades,  by  introduced  within  the  skull,  must  be  fixed 
raising  the  upper  limb  to  the  extent  of  on  the  internal  surface  of  the  bone,  where- 
about  three  inches.  By  this  separation  of  ever  there  is  sufficient  resistance  to  afford 
the  handles  a  laceration  of  more  than  an  the  necessary  purchase:  a  finger  of  the 
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left  band  must  be  kept  close  upon  the  help  thinking  the  best  security  the  patient 

head  externallj,  exactly  opposite  the  spot  can  experience  is  in  our  own  caution,  and 

on  which  the  extremity  of  Uie  instrument  the  best  gtiard  we  can  employ,  our  own 

is  fixed  within ;  by  which  means  its  sharp  finger. 

point  is  perfecUy  coTered,  and  all  chance  ft  happened  to  me,  on  two  occasions,  to 
of  injury  to  the  mother  avoided.    Extrac-  destroy  tne  skull  so  entirely,  that  both  the 
lion  must  be  attempted  by  a  steady  power  orbits  and  the  foramen  maffnum  had  given 
downwards,  applied  in  the  direction  of  the  way,  and  nothing  was  left  which  would 
axis  of  the  pelvic  brim,  which  is  in  a  line  afford  a  hold  to  ailV  of  my  instruments. 
from  the  umbilicus  to  the  coccyx.  In  these  cases  I  delivered  eventually  by 
If  any  jerking  movement  be  had  recourse  turning,  not  without  subjecting  the  patient 
to,  the  lione  will  certainly  be  broken,  and  to  considerable  hazard. 
our  purchase  lost    It  is  most  probable,  It  is  recommended  by  some  practitioners, 
bnt  not  desirable,  that  after  the  conti-  indeed,  that  we  should  endeavour  to  break 
nuance  of  exertion  for  some  time  in  the  up    the    cranial  bones    on   all  occasions 
same  position,  the  point  of  the  crotchet  where  this  operation  has  become  necessary, 
will  perforate  the  bone,  and  be  felt  naked  and  take  them  away  separately,  as  soon  as 
by  our  finger;  it  will  then  be  of  no  avail  we  can  accomplish  it    With  these  instruc- 
to  continue  our  extractire  efforts,  without  tions  I  cannot  coincide ;  because  I  have 
changing  the  situation  of  our  instrument,  found  that  when    they  have  been  easily 
because  it  will  break  through  its  hold,  and  separable  from  each  other,  in  consequence 
tear  itself  away,— but  a  fresh  purchase  of  a  high  degree  of  putrefaction  having 
must  at  once  be  sought  at  some  other  part  taken  place,  the  operation  is  both  more 
of  the  cranial  bones,  and  the  same  steady  difficult  and  more  dangerous  than  when 
efforts  used   to  overcome   the    difficulty,  they  possess  a  firmer  texture,  and  offer 
Should  the   instrument   suddenly   break  more  resistance.    As  the  head  collapses  in 
Uirongh  its  hold,  or  slip  from  its  attach-  its  passage  through  the  brim,  the  brain 
ment,  the   finger   being  constantly  kept  oozes  through  the  opening  we  have  made, 
against  its  point  will  receive  it,  and  injury  and  the  appearance  of  cerebral  matter  ex- 
to  the  08  uteri  or  vagina  thus  be  prevented,  temally  is  almost  a  sure  sign  of  the  head's 
If  the  contraction  in  the  pelvis  be  consi-  descent :  it  will  be  received  on  the  napkins 
derable,  we  may  expect  that  much  exertion  previously  applied,  which  should  be  re- 
will  be  necessary,  and  much  time  will  moved  occasionally,  and  others  substituted; 
be  spent,  before  the  head  passes  through  care  being  taken  that  none  of  the  pulpi- 
die  brim;  and  we  must  not  be  disappointed  fied  mass  be  strewed  over  the  bed  fumi- 
in  finding  the  bones  break  constantly,  and  tare,  or  fall  upon  the  floor. 
piece  after  piece  come  away.  The  loosened  There  can  be  no  necessity,  in  the  gene- 
portions  must  be  carefully  removed,  either  rality  of  cases,  for  the  introduction  of  a 
by  the  fingers  or  a  pair  of  small  forceps  spoon  within  the  cranium,  or  any  other 
oontriyed  for  the  purpose,  and  the  naked  kind  of  scoop,  for  the  purpose  of  extract- 
edges  still  remaining  within  the  vagina  ing  the  brain ;  for  if  that  organ  be  broken 
studiously  covered  by  the  scalp.    You  will  down,  and  the  membranous  septa  within 
occasionally  in  this  manner  bring  away  the  skull  be  divided,  it  will  readily  escape 
the  parietal,  the  greatest  portion  of  the  when  our  extractive  effort  is  applied, 
firontal,  and  parts  of  the  occipital  bones ;  Osbom  advised  that,  after  the  perfora- 
and  the  orbits,  or  the  foramen' magnum,  tion  was  effected,  some  hours  should  be 
will  then  afford  a  strong  and  most  valuable  allowed  to  elapse  before  extraction  was 
hold  either  to  the  crotchet  or  blunt  hook,  attempted,  that  time  might  be  given  for 
If  yon  find  these  instruments  slip,  or  the  the  bones  to  collapse ;  and  that  the  dimi- 
crotchet  break  through  the  different  bones  nished  head  might  accommodate  itself  to 
too  easily,  you  may  have  recourse  to  the  the  irregularities  of  the  pelvic  apertures. 
craniotomy  forceps,  being  most  carefVil  not  From  this  recommendation,  also,  I  dis- 
to  inclose  any  portion  of  the  os  uteri  be-  sent,  because,  if  we  have  delayed  operat- 
tween  the  blades,  and  remembering  the  Ing  until  symptoms  of  exhaustion  have 
other  dangers  to  which  I  have  before  ad-  appeared,  we  cannot  expect  that  the  uterus 
verted.    A  tape  should  be  tied  round  the  will  retain  sufficient  power  to  accomplish 
handles  of  these  instruments,  to  prevent  the  delivery,  or  even  to  propel  the  head 
their  slipping,  and  to  increa«e  their  power,  into  the  pelvic  cayity: --besides  that  in  so 
Another  great  objection  to  the  cranio-  acting  wc  are  lessening  the  chance  of  re- 
tomy  foreeps  consists  in  the  difficulty  of    6overy  which  the  patient  enjoys,  by  adding 
their  re-ajustment  when  they  have  broken  to  her  present  sufierings,  and  allowing  her 
from  their  preyious  hold;    for  it  is  not  system  to  become  hourly  more  depre^ed: 
always  easy  to  find  a  fresh  purehase  on  — we  are  rendering  the  operation  more  diffi- 
whicn  they  can  be  applied  without  injury,  cult,  by  losing  the  advantage  of  whatever 
The  guarded  crotchet  of  Davis  will  some-  enet^^y  may  still  remain  to  the  uterus;  and 
times,  perhaps,  be  useful ;  but  I  cannot  perhaps,  also,  by  permitting  putrefaction 
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to  take  place ;  when  the  hones  will  be  more  the  foBtal  body :  as  fonning  an  nnneoeasary 
or  less  loosened  from  their  attachment  to  complication  of  the  operation,  thei«foi«, 
each  other,  and  the  purchase  thev  ought  to    the  advice  should  be  rejected. 


afford  necessarily  weakened.     If,  then,  we        Sign*  of  the  tieath  of  th*  fortus.-^Fwm  the 

jcct  our  patient  to  such  an  increase  of    creeping  shudder  which  must  insensibly 

danger^  uid  render  the  operation  so  much    steal  over  the  mind  when  we  are  about  to 


'-•"'S^-f  »*.%»  >i^uu«,«   i,aici  vuvaaMWA   sv  uiuvii      austu  uvcr  lilt;  luuia  wueu  we  BTC  aOOUt  to 

more  difficult, — especially  as  we  have  in-  perform  the  operation  of  craniotomy,  it  is 

flicted  the  mmma  injuria  upon  the  infant,*—  highly  desirable^— both  that  our  feelingi 

what  advantage  can  we  gain  by  delaying  should  not  ^  wounded  without  cause,  but 

the  completion  of  the  delivery  ?  especially  as  a  guide  to  our  practice,— that 

Such  a  proceeding  may  certainly  be  ad-  we  should  be  able  to  determine  whether 

visable  in  those  more  rare  instances  of  ex-  the  infant  be  dead  or  still  living.    This 

treme  deformiU,  where  not  the  slightest  knowledge  it  is  by  no  means  easy,  on  all  oc- 

hope  exists  of  the  head  being  expelled  casions,  to  obtain;  but  many  signs  have  been 

whole,  and  in  which  early  perforation  is  noted  as  indicative  of  the  loss  of  foetal 

had  recourse  to,  under  the  conviction  of  vitality —many  of  them  most  equivocal, 

its    absolute   necessity.      We  may  then,  but  some  few  tolerably  certain ;  and  these 

while  the   powers    are    strong    and  un-  I  shall  proceed  to  notice, 

impaired,  wait  for  a  few  hours  with  im-  Those  signs  on  which  we  can  place  the 

pumty«  or  probably  even  with  benefit;  least  reliance  are — 

but,  as  a  general  principle,  the  practice  r-  .    r«v    ,         ^  ^  .  , 

will  be  injurious.  First -^The  loss  of  foetal  moUon. 

By  some,  again,  we  are  recommended  to  ^^^pdly-^A  sense  of  dull  weight  expc- 
seek  for  a  suture  or  a  fontanelle,  and  to  "enced  by  the  mother  in  the  utenne  re- 
perforate  the  Jiead  at  one  of  those  spaces,  ^.?'?,"'  .  *  i  ^  .1. 
because  the  instrument  more  readily  (/»»^««i/— A  sense  of  coldness  in  the  womb, 
pierces  the  membrane  than  the  bone.  My  FouriMy -^The  meconium  coming  away  un- 
cnstom  is,  to  make  the  opening  at  the  „.?^^  *  ^f^^  presentation, 
most  depending  part  of  the  head,— that  ^I/^'i/— A  p-trescent  foetor  m  the  dis- 

which  is  most  readily  touched,— because  o-   t^'^iSr.    -           —        «        , 

there  is  less  danger  of  injuring  the  os  f^^'^^^^Dischaxgeofflatus  from  the  uterus, 

uteri-because  the  pointof  the  perforator  is  Seventhly ^MVuit  of  cerebral  pubation. 

sufficiently  sharp  to  drill  a  hole  through  Those  which  are  nmch  more  satisfactory, 

the  bone  itself— and  because,  if  we  carry  it  and  which,  indeed,  with  some  limitations 

to  one'side,  it  is  very  likely  not  to  enter  presently  to  be  mentioned,  may  be  con- 

the  head  at  all,  but  to  run  up  between  the    sidered  conclusive,  are 

skull  and  the  scalp,  merely  separating  the  jv^^-Lo^s  of  pulsation  in  the  funis, 

one  from  the  oUier.  &«m(//j,-Desquamation  of  the  cuticle. 

On  the  head  bemg  bom,  it  must  be  77tfrrf//-LoosJnessof  the  bones  and  brealr- 

enveloped  in  a  napkin ;   and  it  is  m^t  j^^     ^f  ^^  ^^^^^  of  ^^^  cranium. 

^nit^^'^J^rrt^^^^^^^^  ro«V-Emphysema  of  the  scalp, 
shoulders.      If  much  difficulty  exist,  we  We  often  Jiear  it  advanced,  that  the 
shall  be  assisted  by  placing  another  nap-  child  must  be  dead,  because  its  movements 
kin  round  the  neck ;  and  traction  must  be  have  not  been  felt  for  a  length  of  time ;  and 
used  in  the  direction  of  the  axis  of  the  the  mothl^  herself  will  be  persuaded  that 
brim,  viz.  in  .a  line  tending  towards  the  such  is  the  case ;  butit  by  no  means  follows 
coccyx.    It  may  often  even  be  necessary  to  that,  because  the  motion  should  not  have 
introduce  a  small  blunt  hook  under  each  been  experienced  for  a  number  of  hours 
axilla  in  turn,  to  facilitate  the  exit  of  -Uie  even,  the  child  should  therefore  have  lost 
shoulden;  and  sometimes,  also,  to  per-  its  life.    I  have  already  mentioned  m  be- 
Ibrate  the  chest  or  abdomen,  before  de-  lief,  that,  under  the  compression  which  the 
livery  can  be  completed :  and  in  cases  of  brain  suffers  in  labour,  tne  foetus  is  thrown 
extreme  deformity,— which,  however,  may  into  a  state  of  partiiU  stupor;  during  the 
still  admit  of  the  extraction  of  the  fcetus  continuance  of  which  it  is  incapaUe  of 
per  viM  ntUurale$i — ^it  may  be  found  necessary  movi ng  its  limbs,  and  consequently  cannot 
to  turn  tlie  base  of  the  skull  sideways,  be-  make  any  impression  on  the  mother's  sen- 
fore  it  wiU  pass  the  narrowed  apertures.  sibility.   The  brain,  indeed,  will  bear  with 
Baudelocque  suggests  that  after  extrac-  impunity    much    greater  pressure  before 
tion  we  should  inject  the  uterus,  to  wash  birth  than  after  breathing  life  has  com- 
away  any  particles  of  brain  which  mav  be  menced,  because  the  action  of  the  heart  is 
lodgWin  that  cavi^,  or  in  the  vagina:  lessdependenton  the  nervous  energy  being 
this,  also,  I  deem  useless ;  because  none  of  sound  and  unimpaired,  than  is  the  function 
the  cerebral  substance  escapes  into  the  of  the  respiratojy  organs:    eompression, 
ntems,  and  what  lies  in  the  vagina  must  then,  may  nave  oceoned  to  such  an  extent 
be  perfectly  wiped  out  by  the  passage  of  as  to  take  away  all  power  of  motion,  with* 
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out  so  far  interfering  with  the  function  of  liquor  amnii ;  and  I  have  known  such  an 

the  brain  as  to  suspend  the  heart's  action,  appearance  adduced  more  than  once  as  a 

M.  Merat,  too,  in  the  Diet  des  Sciences  proof  that  the  child  was  dead,  when  it 

Medicalcs,  has  shewn,   by  many  highly-  has    afterwards    been    born    sli^ng  and 

interesting  experiments,  that  the  vitality  healthy. 

of  th&  heart  in  the  foetus  is  much  less  de.  The  discharge  possessing  a  putrid 
pendent  on  the'  peirfection  of  the  nerrous  odour,  is  said  to  be  another  evidence  of 
system,  than  after  breathing  life  has  been  the  infant's  death.  If  the  child  be  pu- 
continuedforsometime.  Besides, —putting  trid,  unquestionably  the  discharges  will 
out  of  our  consideration  the  probable  eu  have  a  foetid  smell ;  but  it  is  not  necessary 
fiect  of  pressure  on  the  brain, — if  we  recol-  that  the  child  should  be  putrid  because  the 
lect  how  the  child's  limbs  are  cramped  fluids  escaping  from  the  uterus  possess  an 
after. the    membranes  are  raptured,  we  unpleasant foetor. 

shall  no  longer  wonder  that  they  are  in-  The  discharges  may   have  been  pent 

active.    Its  body  is    firmly  embraced  by  up    within     the    womb,    owing  to    the 

the  contracted  fibres,  and  all  power  of  child's  head  being  impacted  in  the  pelvis; 

motion  paralysed.  and  a   few   hours  will  be  sufficient   to 

A  dull  sensation  ofheavinessin  the  uterus  induce    putrescency.  '    Nay,    the  liq'ubr 

has  been  enumerated  as  a  second  sign.  It  is  amnii   has  been  frequently  observed,  at 

alleged,  that  as  long  as  the  child  is  alive  the  commencement  of  lahour,  to  possess  , 

there  is  a  certain  degree  of  buoyancy  about  a  putrescent  smell,  when  the  child  has 

it  which  is  lost  when  it  is  dead ;  and  that  been  bom  vigorous.    I   grant   that   the 

a  feeling  of  weight  is  consequently  expe-  odour  arising  from  mere  putrid  discharges 

rienced.    But  uSa  at  the  best  is  very  ques-  differs  consickerably  from  that  emanating 

tionable.  from  the  body  of  a  foetus  dead  in  utero ; 

A  sense  of  coldness  in  the  uterus   is  and  it  is  veiy  possible  that  a  person,  much 

given  as  another  sirn.    It  is  supposed  that  engaged  in  operative  midwifery,  might  be 

to  long  as  the  child  is  alive,  it  forms  heat  able  to  discriminate  between  them ; — of 

fcnr  itself,  through  the  medium  of  its  own  the  two,  that  arising  fVom-  the  death  of 

cirealation ;  bat  ii^en  it  is  dead,  it  ah-  the  child  is  by  far  the  most  sickening :  it 

■tracts  heat  firom  the  mother's  body,  and  is,  inde^,  the  most  nauseous  fume  that 

therefore  thttt  the  must  feel  a  sensation  of  can     possibly   assail    the   nostrils.  ^  On 

cold.    It  is  very  possible  that  this  position  some  occasions  I  have  with  difficulty  re- 

may  be  eofreet,  but  it  does  not  IbllQW  that  strained  myself  IVom  vomitingf  >hile  ex- 

theinfaviiceis  a  true  deduction,  and — in-  tracting  a  putrid  child;  although  I  am 

annnch  wt  ihese  signs  are  all  dependent  far  from  fastidious  in  such  (Matters. 

upon  the  mother's  sensations,  and  conse>  A  discl^arge'  of  flatus  from  the  uterus 

qnently  upon  her  sensibility,  and  as  we  may  be  regarded  exactly  in  the  same  light 

canM>td^pcndupontheaecsracy  with  which  as  the  appearance  t>f  putrid  fluid.    This 

she   deseribes   her   feelings  —  we   could  gas  is  generated  by  putrescency,  and  will 

not  rely  upon  their  infalliMlity,  even  were  often  escape,  on  the -opportunity   being 

they  nmcfa  more  positive  than  tfiey  really  given  to  it,  wheil  thc'finger  is  carried  up 

are.— How  is  it  possible  for  a  woman  suffer-  to  the  brim  of  the  pelvis  by  the  side  of  the 

ing  under  the  violept  agonies  of  protracted  ehild'shead.  This,  therefore,  must  be  ranked 

lammr,  to  talk  calmly  abont  a  sense  of  a  as  another  most  equivocal  symptom, 

weight  at  the  lower  part  of  her  gerson ;  or  Nor  is  the  inability  to  discover  pulsa- 

to  speak  of  coldness,  when  the  heat  of  her  tion  Uirough  a  fontanelle  more  conclusive, 

body  is  raised  two  ^or  three  degrees,  per-  Ereh  at  the  commencement  of  labour, 

haps,  by  the  exertion  she  is  sustaining  ?  when  the  brow  presents,  it  is  very  seldom 

The  coming  awa^  of  the  meconium,  indeed  that  we  are  able  to  distinguish  the 
when  the  head  presents,  is  assigned  as  pulse  of  the  cerebral  vessels :  how  much 
another  evidence  of  the  child's  death.  It  more  difficult,  then,  must  this  means  of 
is  assumed  that  the  bowels  do  not  naturally  diagnosis  become,  when  the  smaller,  pasta- 
evacuate  themselves  into  the  uterus ;  that  rior  fontanelle,  is  the  depending  part ;  an4 
their  contents  cannot  be  squeezed  out  by  especially  when  the  scalp  is  tumid  and 
the  action  of  the  uterine  fibres ;  but  only  puffy,  owing  to  the  coHapse  which  the 
pass  in  the  last  death-struggle  of  the  child,  bones  are  suffering, 
or  after  the  sphincter  has  lost  its  opposing  The  symptoms  more  to  be  depended  ^pon, 
power.  This  does  not  always  hold  good,  of  are,/nf ,  the  funis  having  prolapsed  before 
whidi  I  have  myself  had  proof :  brides,  a  the  head  of  the  child — having  remained 
mistake  may  eanly  be  made  on  this  subject,  without  pulsation  for  a  considerable  time, 
I  have  already  mentioned,  that,  gene-  and  having  become  cold  and  flaccid.  Here 
nlly,  a  brownish, olive-coloured  discharge,  we  have  a  positive  proof  that  death  has 
escapes  from  the  uterus  in  large  quantity,  taken  place.  But  does  it  necessarily  fol- 
fmder  lingering  labour,  which  has  been  low  that  the  funis  belongs  to  that  chiV> 
looked  upon  as  meconium  ikiixed  with  the  whose  head  is  at  the  pelvic  brim^     h  it 
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sot  possible  that  there  may  be  twins  in  this  brsaUng  up  of  tiie  •tructure  of  die 

ntero?    Is  it  not  possible  that  both  the  head,  we  usually  also   obserre   the  last 

bags  of  membranes  may  have  giren  way,  symptom  —  emphysema    of    the    scalp ; 

and  that  the  funis  of  the  second  or  upper-  which  produces  a  crackling  sensation  an. 

most  child  may  have  prolapsed  by  the  head  der  the  fingers:  and  if  these  indications 

of  the  first?     If  so,  might  not  the  first  be  accompanied  by  the  peculiar  foetid  odour 

childbeali?e,though  the  second  was  dead?  I  have  just  mentioned,  we  may  be  sure 

It  is  very  ptmibU  that  such  should  be  the  that  life  is  extinct,    liiese  three  occur, 

case ;  but,  to  produce  such  an  accident,  rences,  indeed,  can  only  take  plaoe  when 

three  circumstances   must  concur — there  the  child  has  been  dead  some  time,  and  pn- 

must  exist  a  plural  gestation ;  the  liquor  trefaction  has  advanced  to  a  considerable 

amnii  of  both  children  must  be  evacuated ;  height. 

and  the  funis  of  the  second  must  be  preter-        I  have  not  thought  it  necessarr  to  dwell 

naturally  long,  to  have  so  dropped  down,  upon  some  other  symptoms  which  have 

It  is  a  most  unusual  occurrence  for  the  been  noticed   as   evidencing    the  child's 

membranes  of  a  second  child  to  burst  be*  death :  such  as  vomiting,  shivering, lividitj 

fore  the  first  is  bom ;  and  the  prolapsus  of  or  pallor    of  the  face,    discoloured  ana 

the  funis  belonging  to  that  child,  at  the  sunken  eye,  offensive  breath,  or  extreme 

same  time,  would  be  such  a  rare  complica-  languor  on  the  part  of  the  mother;  be. 

tion  of  chances  as  to  remove  the  case  en-  cause  it  must  be  evident  that  all  these  oc- 

tirely  out  of  all  calculation:  so  that  we  cnrrences  mav    take    place    from    many 

may  safely  regard  the  foetus  as  dead,  if  the  causes  entirely  referable  to  the  maternal 

pulsation  in  the  prolapsed  funis  have  en*  system,  and  perfectly  independent  of  any 

tirely  ceased  for  the  period  of  thirty  or  impressions   derived   from    the  stale    of 

forty  minutes.  the  foetus.    It  would  be  a  waste  of  words, 

Another  almost  unequivocal  sign  is  des-  therefore,  to  canvass  their  separate  merits, 
quamation  of  the  cuticle.  If,  under  a  But  I  must  not  pass  over  so  abruptly 
head  presentation,  we  can  bring  away,  be-  another  means  of  diagnosis,  only  lately 
tween  our  fingers,  three  or  four  hairs  hav-  introduced  to  the  notice  of  the  profession— 
ing  some  of  the  cuticle  attached  to  their  viz.  auscultation;  a  method,  the  value  of 
roots,  we  may  be  pretty  well  assured  that  which  I  have  already  confessed  myself  but 
the  child  is  dead.  But  even  this  is  not  partially  acquainted  with;  but  which  I 
an  infallible  sign,  for  there  are  cases  on  nevertheless  consider  must  prove  a  great 
record  to  prove  the  contranr.  A  slough  practical  acquisition,  provided,  indeed,  its 
may  have  occurred  in  the  scalp,  from  long-  merits  are  at  all  deserving  the  high  enco- 
continued  pressure  while  the  child  was  miums  bestowed  upon  it  by  its  aavocates* 
still  alive;  and  from  such  a  spot  the  hair  If,  by  the  simple  application  of  the  ear  or 
and  cuticle  might  be  removed  without  dif.  the  stethoscope  to  the  abdomen  of  thepar- 
ficulty.  A  case  of  this  kind  is  furnished,  turient  woman,  we  can  decide,  in  a  doubt- 
I  believe,  by  Dr.  Davis ;  and  Dr.  Orme  ful  case,  on  the  present  state  of  foetal  vita- 
met  with  another,  where,  in  consequence  lity,  we  shall  be  gaining  the  greatest  pos. 
of  cutaneous  disease  (probably  syphilitic),  sible  advantage,  without  subjecting  the 
the  cuticle  easily  desquamated.  In  his  patient  to  the  least  pain,  danger,  or  incon- 
reoent  work,  also,  Kennedy  has  recorded  venience;  and  even  without  shocking,  in 
another  similar  instance,  in  which  there  the  slightest  degree,  the  most  delicate  or 
existed  **  a  livid  discoloration  of  the  whole  sensitive  mind. 

body,  and  a  complete  denudation  of  the  From  the  observation  I  made  on  this 
cuticle,  to  the  extent  of  several  square  subject  in  an  early  part  of  the  course, 
inches,  from  different  parts  of  the  surface ;  you  are  aware  that  this  instrument  has 
while  the  remainder  of  it  was  so  easily  been  applied  to  the  purposes  of  asoertain- 
separable  as  to  be  removed  by  the  friction  ing  the  existence  of  pregnancy ;  and  you 
of  the  clothing;"  and  yet  this  child  was  are  not  strangers  to  the  name  of  Dr.  Ken- 
bom  alive,  and  survived  its  birth  several  nedy,  who  has  stood  forward  as  one  of  its 
hours.  Such  accidental  occurrences,  how-  staunchest  supporters.  This  accomplished 
ever,  are  most  unusual ;  and  if,  at  the  physician  has  not  overlooked  the  benefits 
same  time,  the  discharges  were  very  foetid,  to  be  derived  in  protracted  labours  At>m 
little  doubt  could  remain  as  to  the  child  determining  whether  the  infant  be  still 
being  lifeless.  living;  ana  he  has  given  us  some  cases 

A   third  sign  is   the    breaking  up  of  to  prove  that  the  method  he  recommends 

the  stracture  of  the  head,  so  that  when  far  surpasses  all  other  means  of  diagnosis, 

we  touch  it  the  scalp  feels  loose,  as  if  and  of  itself  will  be  sufficient  to  set  the 

it  were   enclosing  a  number   of  shells:  question  at  rest.    Although,  however,  such 

owing  to  the  brain  being  pulpified,  and  a  warm  advocate,  he  is  by  no  means  a 

the  membranes  connecting  the  bones  hav.  bigotted  one;  he  treats  the  subject  in  a 

ing  become  softened,  and  having  partly  fair  and  candid  manner,  and  is  desirous 

lost  their  uniting  power.    Together  with  of  convincing  us  by  aigument  and  proof. 
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iKtbtf  tfaan  oompel  ui  to  *gre«  with  him 
bj  emptr  auertiaiiK  Thoae  of  jon  wbo 
hareitudicd  theitetboKoplc  Mnndi,  under 
T>riou>  lUttcn  uf  thoracic  diwase,  will 
hare,  I  should  imaginv,  Uttle  difficult;  in 
detecting  the  pnlMtloD  of  the  fntal  hevt 
towmrda  the  close  of  prefrnvicj,  or  eren 
under  actiTS  labour  i  and  I  recomtDend 
thi«  Mudj  to  jou  all,  ai  a  useful  acquUi- 
tion,  in  addition  to  jour  other  medical 


we  hare  not  oursclvei  been  the  instnt- 
menU  of  death,  but  that  it  had  oe- 
cnrred  from  the  hand  of  nature; — and  to 
determine  the  correctneu  or  ndlac;  of 
our  prerioudj- formed  opinion. 


•X 


tome  prvctitionen,  indeed,  think  it  aae- 
len  to  form  adiagnotii  on  the  state  of  fcElol 
vitality,  since  we  ocTer  biTB  recourM  to  the 
operation  of  cianiotomj  eieept  where 
delirei;  has  become  reqoisite,  and  where 
(be  perforator  affbids  the  onlj  choice. 
This  is  certainlj  tme  as  a  principle,  but 
esceptiuna  to  Uie  gmerml  rule  inll  con- 
(tantl*  occur.  On  manj  occasinos  we 
■bonld  be  inclined  to  endesTour  to  delirer 
by  the  forceps  or  xectis,  if  we  had  anj  sus- 
pKinn  ot  the  infant  being  still  alire, 
although,  perhaps,  in  so  doing,  we  might 
■□bject  the  woman's  stmctures  to  some 
hai^idi  while  on  others  we  should  be  per- 
fectly warranted  in  leasening  the  head, 
although  the  case  might  posiiblj  be  ter- 
minated bj  one  or  other  of  those  inatru- 
menli — provided,  indeed,  we  are  qaite  cer. 
tain  of  tne  child's  death. 

Althouh,  then,  it  is  often  diffictdt  to 
distii^tush  whether  the  fcetns  b«  still 
living  before  the  operatiou  is  performed, 
Ibat  knowlcdfe  is  ^lilv  gained  when  per- 
foration i>  accomplished  ^  for  if  the  heart 
be  acttOf,  «■  soon  as  the  cerebral  vessels 
an  rnptored,  a  quantity  of  fluid  blood, 
pertly  atterial  and  parti;  venous,  will 
escape  externally,  before  an;  portions  of 
brain  appear ;  ou  the  cnntiniy,  if  the  cir- 
culation have  quite  ceased,  no  fiaw  of 
blood  will  take  place,  but  a  number  of 
•mall  clots  wilt    come    away  with    the 
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Application  of  oi 


1  the 
ir  eitiactive  eflbrta.  We 
Iso,  on  the  birth  being 
perfected,  that  the  whole  person,  bnt  espe- 
cially the  face  and  lips,  present  an  exsan- 
guinad  look,  in  consequence  of  the  caticu- 
Mr  Teasels,  as  well  as  those  supplying  the 
intemal  p*rta,  being  drained  of  their  con- 
lanti :  aod  Ifaia  bloodless  appearance  has 
led  me  to  suppose,  that  dcaUi  under  these 
eircumstances  occurs  as  ftequentl;  from 
lUBmorrbaBe  as  from  the  iiijur;  inflicted 
on  the  brain  itself. 

This  remark,  however,  ii  of  no  impor- 
lance,  prectically,  in  n^«rd  to  the  ewe 
under  treatment;  because,  whether  the 
child  be  dead  or  not,  the  act  cannot  be  re- 
called: the  obBcrtation  is  only  valuable 
fiirour  ftwn  satisfactjon— to  brinr  Peaceto 
(Mr  mind,  and  soothe  our  excited  Icclings, 
if  we   should  fortunately  ascertain  tut 


Tak  diseases  described  b;  different  au- 
thors, and  those  whit:fa  I  have  mjiself 
sketched,  in  my  Treatise  on  Fever,  under 
the  name  of  severe  continued  fever^-wbat- 
erer  be  tbe  particular  form  displayed — 
(whether  inflammatory,  bilious,  mucous, 
adynamic,  ataxic,  or  nervous)  are  but  va- 
rieties of  one  aflection,  which  has  re- 
oeived  many  different  names:  in  fact,  how. 
ever  dissimiltir  in  appearance,  they  possess 
certain  characters  common  to  all,  and  ara 
especially  linked  together  by  a  series  uf 
anatomical  lesions  which  are  not  met  with 
in  any  other  disease. 


Modi  «f  inMttm.— Tbe  onKit  of  typhoid 
fover  is  not  always  made  in  the  same 
manner.  In  a  certain  number  of  cases 
the  phenomena  peculiar  tc 
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attack  are  preceded  by  various  preliminary  the  oountenancey  or  rather  the  expression 

symptoms ;  but  more  generally  it  is  sua-  of  apathr  and  indifference.    It  is  soon  ap- 

den,.eomiDg  on  unexpectedly,  doring  a  state  parent  tnat  the  intelligence  has  snffeied  a 

of  health  apparently  the  most  satisfactory,  great   diminution,   yet    delirium    rarely 

and  without  any  kind  of  warning.  comes  on  before  the  second  period,  or  at 

Some  disturbance  of  the  relative  and  all  events,  the  end  of  the  first  The  patient 

nutritive  functions  sometimes  precedes  the  generally  lies  on  the  back,  being  unable  to 

attaclr ;  but  these  are  not  peculiar  to  this  sit  up  without  giddiness.    There  is  con- 

disease,  as  they  likewise  precede  others —  tinned,  or  nearly  continued,  insonmolence. 

particularly  the  eruptive  fevers.     Some.  The  headache,which  almost  always  attends 

times,  before  the  attack  of  typhoid  fever,  the   onset  of  the  disease,  remains,  with 

a  change  is  perceptible  in  the  expression  great  severity,  during  the  first  week,  and 

of  the  countenance,  which  becomes  more  almost  always  yields  at  the  end  of  this 

sombre  and  oppressed,  with  a  diminution  period,  sometimes  sooner,  particularly  un- 

in  the  capacity  for  mental  labour:  there  is  der  proper  treatment;   occasionally  it  is 

also  loss  of  strength  for  some  days,  or  the   prominent   symptom    throughout  — 

even  for  weeks,  wiUi  wasting;  and  the  in-  [The  common  symptoms  of  typhoid  fever 

dividual  feels  that  he  is  threatened  with  are  here  attached,  after  which  M.  Chomel 

some  formidable  disease.    [Various  other  continues:] — and  this  symptom,  connected 

common  premonitory  symptoms  are  here  with  the  meteorismns,  and  with  respect  to 

detailed.]     Of  112  patients  received  into  which  authors  are  silent,  is  the  gurgling 

the    clinical    ward    of   this   hospital,  —  under  pressure  in  the  lower  part  of  tfawe  ab- 

in  73  the  invasion  has  been  sudden ;  in  domen,  particularly  about  Uie  right  iliac- 

39,  it  has  been  preceded  by  certain  warn-  region.    This  phenomenon  appears  to  me 

ings,  as  above  described.    The  phenomena  to  be  as  uncommon  in  other  diseases  as  it 

of  the  actual  invasion  appear  with  most  is  freauent  in  tibis.     It  is  sometimes  met 

intensity  where  there  have  been  premoni-  with  in  the  first  stage,  but  still  more  fre- 

torv  symptoms ;  as  where  the  attack  is  quently  in  the  second  or  third, 

suaden.    The  most  common  cireumstance  The  sensibility  of  the  abdomen  is  ano- 

is  for  the  patient  to  suffer  from  intense  ther  symptom  which  calls  for  attention, 

headache,  especially  on  first  rising  in  the  The  pain  is  seldom  acute ;  and  generally 

morning:  the  physiognomy  is  then  rapidly  the   patient   does  not   complain,  except 

changed,  and  it  is  by  no  means  rarar|b  when  pressure  is  actually  made,  and  tbat| 

observe,  even  from  the  first  day,  that  kind  too,  pretty  firmly.    Its  seat,  also,  varies : 

of  stupor  which  some  have  described  as  in  some  it  is  limited  to  the  right  iliac 

belonging  to  a  more   advanced  period :  region,  but  in  the  g^reater  number  it  oocu- 

the   muscular  strength  is  so  much  im-  pies  the  whole  hyjKK^ondrium,  and  some- 

paired,   that  they  cannot  walk  without  times  extends  over  the  whole  abdomen.  In 

difficulty;  and  when  we  ask  patients  here  this  last  case  it  occasionally  is  associated 

how  they  have  come,  the  answer  almost  wiUi  painftal  conditions  of  other  parts,  as 

always  is,  "  In  a  coach  ;*'  or,  "  Supported  the  cnest,  back,  or  surface  of  the  belly 

by  two  friends,  because  I  could  not  walk  generally.     Some  physicians  pretend  that 

alone."  they  have  observed  the  temperature  of  the 

Diarrhoea  is  one  of  the  most  important  abdomen  to  be  higher  than  that  of  the 

phenomena  of  the  invasion :  in  the  greater  rest  of  the  surface ;  but  this  is  not  the  case. 

number  of  cases  it  comes  on  by  the  first  or  I  have  often  directed  mv  attention  to  this 

second  day,  but  sometimes  later.    There  is  point,  and  compared  the  temperature  of 

also  generally  some  pain  about  the  abdo-  the  belly  with  that  of  other  parts,  but 

men ;   and  this,  when  present,  completes  without  discovering  the  allep^ed  differenoeu 

the  diagnostic  marks.     In  order  to  give  a  The  respiration  adso  exhibita  some  modi- 

clear  account  of  the  disease,  I  shall  divide  fications  in  the  course  of  this  fever  worthy 

it  into  three  parts,  of  seven  days  each ;  for  of  notice.  During  the  first  days,  and  some, 

though  its  duration  is  not  invariable,  it  is  times  even  from  the  very  beginning,  we  find 

yet  sufficiently  common  for  general  pur.  on  both  sides  of  the  chest  a  r4U  nbUani, 

'poses.  which  occupies  the  whole  extent  of  it, 

Firti  period.— The  symptoms  which  usd-  but  which  is  more  marked  at  the  lower 

ally    b^me  developed  during  the  first  and  posterior,  than  at  the  other  parts, 

period  are  headache,  which  is  extremely  The  cough  is  rarely  in  proportion  to  the 

common  —  prostration   of  strength,  and  r&le,   and   the    expectoration  is  usuaUy 

heaviness,or  stupor— diarrhoea— meteoris.  scanty,    transparent,  tenacious,  and  vis- 

mus — sensibility  of  the  abdomen,  parti-  cons,  adhering  strongly  to  the  vessel.  The 

cularly  in  the  ngfat  iliac  region— q>istaxis  breathing  is  rarely  perceptibly  impeded, 

—and  an  eruption,  generally  called  tvphoid  Sometimes  the  meteorismus,  when  very 

erupiiim.    One  of  the  most  remarkable  cir-  great,  causes  such  difficulty  of  breathing 

vumstances  is  the  want  of  expression  in  as  to  threaten  suffocation. 
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The  last  symptom  which  occnn  in  the  As  to  the  date  of  its  appearance,  out  of 
first  period,  and  this  at  its  termination,  is  25  in  whom  the  eruption  supervened  after 
the  eruption.  Of  54  cases  in  which  1  oh-  their  admission,  in  2  this  took  place  be. 
served  this  phenomenon,  in  1831.32,  it  ap-  tween  the  6th  and  Sth  day ;  in  13,  between 
peaied  only  twice  on  the  sixth  day ;  in  all  the  8th  and  15th  day ;  in  7,  between  the 
the  others  it  did  not  appear  till  the  second  15th  and  20th  day;  in  4,  between  the  20th 
or  even  the  third  week.  and  30th  day ;  in  1,  on  the  37th  day.  Be- 
lt is  very  rare  for  death  to  take  place  sides  these,  there  were  29  in  whom  the 
during  the  first  period.  Of  42  individuals  eruption  was  present  when  they  were  ad- 
who  died  of  typhus  fever  in  the  clinical  mitted ;  but  in  them  the  dates  of  its  hav. 
wards  of  Uiis  hon>ital,  only  one  sunk  ing  appeared  corresponded  to  the  above ; 
within  the  first  week.  so  that,  of  54  patients  who  had  this  erop- 
Second  fwriW.—This  stage  of  the  fever  tion,  none  had  it  before  the  sixth  day,  and 
often  varies  in  the  svmptoms.  During  the  in  two  it  appeared  so  late  as  the  thirty- 
first  portion  (usually  between  the  seventh  sixth.  These  observations  correspond  with 
and  ninth  days),  a  peculiar  eruption  ap-  those  of  M.  Louis. 

pears,  which  is  proper  to  the  disease,  and  If  these  results  be  taken  in  connexion 
consists  of  small  spots  of  a  rose  colour,  with  another  most  important  fact — name- 
disappearing  on  pressure,  from  half  a  line  ly,  that  the  eruption  is  as  rare  in  other 
to  two  lines  in  diameter,  of  a  round  ^orm,  acute  diseases  as  it  is  common  in  typhus, 
without  elevation,  or  scarcely  elevated,  and  that  even  when  it  does  occur  in  other 
scattered  over  the  abdomen,  sometimes  diseases,  that  it  is  always  less  abundant, 
over  the  chest,  more  rarely  on  the  thighs,  it  will  be  easily  perceived  why  I  attach  so 
arms,  or  forearm.  The  little  spots  are  tl\e  much  importance  to  it  in  the  diagnosis  of 
more  marked  as  the  skin  is  whiter;  in  this  fever. 

those  where  the  skin  is  brown,  th^  are  These   spots   are   easily  distinguished 

sometimes  difficult  to  distinguish.    Their  from  petecniae  and  flea-bites ;  because  in 

number  can  scarcely  be  determined,  be-  the  latter  there  is  extravasation  of  blood 

cause  they  are  not  always  equally  conspi-  on  the  surface  of  the  skin,  and  the  c<^our, 

cnous;  but,  to  characterize  the  typhoid  instead  of  being  diminished,  is  rendered 

disease,  they  ought  to  amount  to  at  least  more  conspicuous  by  pressure,  owing  to  the 

fifteen  or  twenty.    If  there  be  only  two  or  effect  which  this  proauceson  thesurround- 

thiee,  bat  little  importance  can  be  attached  ingMkin.    In  the  spots  of  typhus,  on  the 

to  their  presence.    The  eruption  does  not  contrary,  the  redness  disappears  altoge- 

take  place  on  all  parts  at  once ;  it  some-  ther,  as  in  erysipelas,  where  there  is  evi- 

times  happens,   that  after  having  seen,  dently  sanguineous  congestion,  and  where 

during  three  or    four    davs,  some  rose-  the  pressure  being  remored  this  instantly 

coloured  spots  on  the  abdomen,  but  in  re. appears  a^n. 

such  small  number  that  they  have  been  Another  kind  of  eruption  is  frequently 
looked  upon  as  of  little  importance,  they  met  with  towards  the  end  of  the  second 
all  at  once  become  very  numerous  on  the  period — viz.  that  which  has  been  called 
chest,  belly,  sometimes  also  on  the  thighs,  mdamina.  It  consists  of  very  small  trans> 
arms,  back;  and  even,  though  more  rarely,  parent  vesicles,  chiefly  in  the  neighbour- 
on  the  face.  The  duration  of  the  erup-  nood  of  the  groins  and  axillae,  though 
tion  is  not  always  the  same;  in  some  cases,  sometimes  extending  to  the  trunk  and 
after  two  or  three  days,  no  more  remains—  limbs.  This  eruption,  though  much  more 
at  other  times  they  last  twelve  or  fifteen  common  in  typhus  fever  than  in  other  dis- 
days ;  but  in  the  latter  case  they  probably  eases,  is,  nevertheless,  by  no  means  so  pe- 
consist  of  successive  crops,  for  each  spot  culiar  to  it  as  the  preoeding,  dnd  therefore 
is  visible  only  for  about  three  or  four  days,  is  of  inferior  importance  In  reference  to 
and  sometimes  less;  and  at  the  end  of  diagnosis.  Another  phenomenon  con- 
this  time  they  disappear,  having  previously  nected  with  the  surface,  is  the  readiness 
become  fainter.  These  spots  at  most  with  which  parts  subjected  to  pressure,  or 
give  to  the  skin  but  a  slight  degree  of  ele-  to  which  irritants  have  been  applied,  run 
Tation,  and  never  exhibit  either  a  conical  into  gangrene, 
prominencenor  any  vesication  at  the  apex.  r««^  i«««„-«-  !,«•«  ««*««.  «„♦«  „»..:^„. 

They  rarely  appear  before  the  eighth  day  ,  JT}^*  ^^^^VJ."^'  ^V^  f"^*^"  '"^  ^*"??' 
rlt  tJIiv  A  ♦  ^  *  *u^yii^«r  details  on  this  subject,  as  well  as  on  the 
of  the  attack.  As  to  the  rest,  the  follow-  _«•  #.  „»  «^«*«»;^J  ^Ja  ^»^*<>«.s»n  /^f  *\^^ 
ing  are  the  results  of  what  was  seen  effects  of  prostration  and  oppression  of  the 
i^ouT  waniTin  1830  31,  aiid  1832:-  jervous  systeni ;  which,  however,  are  well 
Of  70  cases  of  typhoid  fever,  where  the  ^°°™  ^«  "^^  ^"»^»^  "^^^'^ 
phenomena  relative  to  the  eruption  were  The  diarrhoea  continues,  although  some- 
carefully  watched,  in  16  no  trace  of  any  times  to  a  less  extent  than  during  the  first 
spot  coold  be  found  throughout,^ making  period;  but  the  stools  now  frequently  be- 
about  one-fourth  of  the  entire  number,  come  involuntary.    It  is  at  this  time  also 
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that  intestinal  fa»morrhages  am  seen  to  the  symptoms  indicative  of  a  fitvourable 

occur  in  a  small  number  of  cases :— some-  tennination.] 

times  these  are  to  an  inconsiderable  ex-  In  68  cases  of  recoTeiy,  where  the  period 

tent,  but  at  others  they  are  violent,  and  of  its  invasion  and  the  day  on  which  the 

occasionally  cause  sudden  death.    In  some  improvement  commenced,  was  manifested 

patients  they  are  repeated  every  day  dnr-  by  one  or  more  of  the  signs  which  have 

ing  a  considerable  time.    The  attendant  been  mentioned,  I  find  that  it  has  t^en 

ought  to  examine  the  stools  himself  dur-  place— 

ing  this  period;  for  when  the  blood  has  in  l  patient  on  the  8th  day. 

remained  some  time  in  the  intestines  it  i   g^i,, 

undergoes  either  a  kind  of  digestion  or  of  4  !!!!!!!!!!! !  12th! 

decomposition,  which  changes  its  appear-  3  '.''.',*  "from  12th* to  14th. 

ance,  reducing  it  to  a  dark,  pultaceous-  10  .'.'.'*'* I5th  to  16th.' 

looking  mass,  the  nature  of  which  may  15  !!!!!!!!!.'.'!  17th  to  20tfa.' 

be  uncertain.     These  intestinal  hasmor-  14  i!!ii!**.*!il  21st  to  25th. 

rhages  are  very  important  with  respect  to  11..!!!!!!!!!!  26th  to  30th! 

diagnosis  in  typhus  fever,  in  which  they  g  !!!!!!!!!!!!  .31st  to  40th! 

are  much  more  frequent  than  in  other  ]  !!!!!!  on  the  45th. 
acute  diseases :  they  are,  in  relation  to  the 

second  period,  what  epistaxis  is  to  the  The  commencement,  then,  of  the  third 
first,  and  may  throw  light  on  doubtful  stage  of  fever  is  extremely  variable,  as  the 
cases.  The  meteorismus  ofiers  but  few  characters  which  mark  it  in  the  greater 
modifications  during  this  period,— the  only  number  of  cases— that  is,  in  those  which 
important  one,  in  fact,  is  where  it  aug-  recover — may  present  themselves  from  the 
ments  so  considerably  as  to  pass  into  8th  to  the  45th  day. 
tympanitis:  at  this  degree  it  is  apt  to  After  having  described  the  more  com- 
agi^ravate  the  disease  by  embarrassing  the  mon  trains  of  unfavourable  symptoms,  M. 
breathing.  Chomel  continues : — In  other  subjects,  we 
The  disease  seldom  shows  any  new  ap*  see,  in  the  midst  of  the  ordinary  course  of 
pearance,  but  it  is  usually  a  little  dimi-  the  disease— most  frequently  in  the  third 
uished.  period,  or  during  the  convalescence — vio- 
In  some  cases  death  supervenes  during  lent  and  unexpected  symptoms  suddenly 
the  second  period;  viz.  from  the  eighth  supervene,  llie  patient  is  suddenly 
to  the  fifteenth  day ; — thus,  of  42  patients  seized  (when  the  state  of  the  intellect  is 
who  died  in  the  clinical  wards,  9  sank  in  such  as  to  admit  of  them  being  described) 
this  interval;  that  is  to  say,  during  the  with  very  acute  pains  in  the  abdomen, 
most  acute  stage  of  the  disease.  with  sense  of  fainting,  followed  by  nausea 
Third  period. —The  phenomena  of  this  and  vomiting;  and  this,  whatever  may  have 
period  vary  according  as  the  progress  is  been  the  previous  form  of  the  fever.  All 
towards  convalescence  or  death.  We  have  the  other  symptoms,  as  it  were,'  dts- 
already  seen,  that  of  42  patients  who  fell  appear  bef«>fe  the  severity  of  the  new 
victims  to  this  complaint,  only  10  died  phenomena  which  indicate  the  existence  of 
during  the  first  period,  all  the  rest  peritonitis,  which  is  at  first  partial,  but 
being  carried  off  in  the  second  or  third,  afterwards  becomes  general.  The  pulse  is 
It  appears  to  be  almost  always  during  the  small  and  thready ;  the  abdominal  pains 
last  period  that  the  febrile  movement  continue  with  great  intensity;  and,infkct, 
occurs,  whether  favourably  or  fatally.  a  very  severe  inflammation  of  the  pen- 
When  the  termination  is  about  to  be  toneum  is  set  up,  without  any  apprecuble 
favourable,  the  severe  symptoms  lose  their  cause,  but  which  is  the  result  of  ihe 
intensity :  if  the  patient  answers  ques-  tunics  of  the  bowel  being  perforated,  and 
tions  put  to  him,  he  does  so  with  more  feculent  matter  effused.  This  perforation 
promptitude,  and  his  eyes  are  voluntarily  of  the  intestines  is  the  most  formidable 
directed  towards  the  person  who  speaks  accident  which  can  supervene  in  the  eonne 
to  him :  this  first  loox^this  expression,  of  typhus  fever,  for  it  admost  invariably 
which  shows  that  he  begins  to  rouse  firom  leads  to  the  patient's  death.  The  nume- 
his  stupor,  and  take  an  interest  in  his  own  rical  results,  obtained  during  five  yean  in 
condition— this  attention  with  which  be  the  clinical  wards,  differ  a  little  from  those 
seems,  as  it  were,  to  interrogate  the  physi-  published  by  M.  Louis.  He  states  that 
cian— are  even  sinis  of  improvement  In  he  observed  the  perforation  eight  times  in 
other  cases  the  kind  of  coma  in  which  55  patients  who  died  of  typhus;  which 
the  patient  has  been  plunged  is  changed  would  make  the  proportion  of  these  accl- 
for  quiet  sleep,  on  waking  from  which  he  dents,  to  the  totaii  number  of  those  who  die 
is  found  to  have  recovered  a  portion  of  his  of  the  fever,  as  one  to  seven.  In  the  cases 
intelligence.  met  with  in  the  clinical  wards  here, 
[M.  Chomel  here  proceeds  to  enumerate  amounUng  to  for^-two  postmortem  eza> 
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miDatioDS,  there  hare  been  only  two  in  nor  coloar  which  it  ordinarily  shews  in 

-which    perforation    of    the    bowel   has  pnenmonia,  in  plenritis,  or  in  acute  phleg. 

existed ;   giving  a  proportion  of  one  in  masia. 

twenty-one.     But  by  joining  both  sets  of  We  may  conclude  from  these  facts,  that 

observations,  and  taking  the  more  extended  the  blood   taken  from  a  vein  during  a 

basis  thus  afforded,  we  arrive  at  a  common  typhoid  affection,  does  not  offer  an  appre- 

medium  of  one  in  ten,  which  is  probably  ciable  alteration,  except  in  a  very  small 

nearer  the  truth.  number  of  cases  (four  in  thirty) ;  and  that 

A  complication  which  not  nniVequently  it  rarely  presents  the  characters  which  are 

arrives  in  the  course  of  the  third  period  is  proper  to  it  in  the  acute  pblegma«iie,  with 

erysipelas  of   the  face.     Probably  it  is  which  the  febrile  action  and  the  intensity 

more  frequent  than  perforation    of  the  of  the  symptoms  might  appear  likely  to 

bowel ;  at  least  it  has  been  so  here;  four  confound  the  disease. 

out  of  130  having    been    thus   affected.  CfftheeonvaUicenee. — When  the  disease  ter- 

All  of  them  died.  minates  in  a  favourable  manner,  the  patient 

With  regard  to  those  crises  and  critical  does  not  immediately  pass  from  the  state 
days,  of  which  so  much  used  to  be  said,  of  danger  which  we  have  been  describing 
there  certainly  are  some  cases  in  which  to  a  state  of  perfect  convalescence :  the 
some  of  those  evacuations  which,  in  the  recovery  is  often  extremely  slow ;  and  it  is 
times  of  humoral  pathology,  were  held  to  not  uncommon  to  see  patients,  after  the 
becritical,  are  observed;  but  these  almost  severe  symptoms  have  disappeared,  con. 
always  follow  some  days  after  the  improve-  tinne  for  one  or  even  two  months  in  a 
menthas  begun,  and  are  new  proofs  of  the  state  of  painful  and  slow  convalescence, 
i^nvalescence— not  causes  of  it.  The  only  Sometimes,  at  the  commencement  of  re- 
phenomenon,  the  appearance  of  which  coveiy,  the  hunger  is  so  acute  that  the 
has  seemed  to  me  to  precede  the  cessation  worst  consequences  would  result  if  we 
of  the  febrile  symptoms,  and  which  might  were  to  indulge  the  wishes  of  the  patient 
therefore  be  callra  critical,  has  been  the  When  nothing  unfavourable  occurs,  the 
development  of  abscesses  externally ;  but  patient  advances  gradually  towards  health, 
the  examples  of  this  are  so  rare  (only  6  in  every  day  adding  something  to  his  strength. 
80),  that  they  cannot  be  made  the  basis  of  But* besides  the  avidity  with  which  he  is 
any  theory  so  extensive  as  that  of  crises,  wont  to  seek  for  foojj,  and  the  consequent 
as  adopted  by  the  ancients.  As  to  critical  imprudences  which  he  commits,  as  well  as 
days,  we  have  seen  by  the  table  above  given  by  exposure  to  cold  or  damp,  there  are 
that  there  is  no  period  between  the  fifteenth  other  less  obvious  causes  which  often 
and  thirtieth  days  at  which  the  favourable  excite  much  anxiety, 
change  mar  not  take  place ;  and  we  are  I  may  mention  first  among  these,  that 
thus  obliged  to  acknowledge  that  the  doc-  oedema  of  the  lower  extremities  which  is 
trine  of  critical  days  has  even  less  founda-  often  observed  at  the  end  of  acute  diseases 
tion  than  that  of  critical  discharges.  which  have  been  tedious,  and  which,  in 

Ckanget  tehich  lh€  bloody  undergoet  during  fever,  fluently  delays  the  convalescence 

iife. — Hitherto  this  part  of  the  investiga-  very  much.    Another  accident,  more  severe 

tion  has  been  but  unprofitable;  and  not-  in    appearance,     which     is    sometimes, 

withstanding  the  daily  "progress  of  che<  though  more  rarely,  observed,  is  a  derange- 

miBtrf,  the  part  which  relates  to  the  ani-  ment  of  the  intellectual  faculties ;  which 

mal  ifuids  has  been  so  little  advanced,  and  may  consist  in  a  kind  of  mania,  which  dis- 

what  is  ascertained  has  so  little  relation  to  appears  when  the  patient  returns  to  his 

the  phenomena  of  typhus  fever,  that  little  wonted  occupations  and  amusements,  but 

can  be  founded  upon  them.     Confining  which  may  also  become  more  formidable. 

myself  to  the  physical  characters  of  the  Tn  1831,  there  was  a  patient  in  Lazarus' 

blood,  I  shall  relate  what  I  have  observed.  Ward,  a  girl,  whose  convalescence  began 

Of  30  cases  where  blood  has  been  drawn  about  the  twenty- sixth  day    of  a  fever 

from  the  yeins  of  typhus  patients,^where  which  had  been  extremely  severe,  and  ac. 

it  was  necessary  to  oraw  blood,  and  where  companied   by    delirium    during  twelve 

exact  notes  were  kept,— in  6  the  clot  w4s  days.    After  eighteen  or  twenty  days  of 

firm,  and  covered  with  buff;    in  20  it  convalescence,  it  was  observed,   without 

shewed  no  buff,  but  was  firm ;  in  2  it  other  apparent  cause,  and  without  Increase 

shewed  a  light  clot  on  the  surface,  but  was  in  the  frequency  of  the  pulse,  that  a  de- 

soft  beneath ;  in  2  the  blood  was  com-  elded  change  took  place  in  her  character; 

pletely  soft  and  broken  down.    All  these  she  became  vicious  and  cross,  and  her  rea- 

bleedinss  were  practised  in  the  first  stage,  son  was  soon  so  much  impaired  that  it  was 

or  at  tne  commencement  of  the  second—  necessary  to  send  her  to  the  Salp^triere ; 

none  daring  the  third.    In  none  of  the  whenceshewas  discharged  cured  in  a  fort- 

six  cases,  where  the  clot  was  covered  with  night 

a  buffy  coat,  did  this  prevent  the  thickness  — 
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ON  PERFORATION  natural,  yet  the  obstruction  in  the  ure« 

gy  thra  has  Hot  caused  extreme  sufieringf 

STRICTURES  OF  THE  VRETI^A.  SSlJ'Ltsh^^'Xrt  htTjr: 

With  Ca$es.  stant  incontinence  of  urine,  with  frequent 

Bt  R.  A    Stafford  attacks  of  complete  retention,  which  pro- 

*  *v  «*      1  w     *  «     '^  ..^  #*•  duced  such  distention  of  tie  bladder 

Surgeon  to  tb«  HaiT-le-boae  loflrniary,  ana  for-  .....  ^  i    \  aX.        li  •—     c  *v. 

meriy  Boa>o  Su^eon  to  sr.  Bsrthoiomew'B  that  it  occupied  the  whole  region  of  the 

HoapttiU.  pubes,  and  reached  as  hig-h  as  the  um- 

[CoDtiottvd  from  p.  268.3  Dtiicus ;  faence.  had  not  relief  been  ob- 

,^__  tained,  the   bladder   must   have  been 

^,    ^         -  ^  _.-_.,_    -  punctured.     The  urine,  for  more  than 

The  Ca$e  of  Admxf^l  Sir  Herbert  g^    j^^   two   vears,  has    continoaUy 

Sawyer,  K.CB,  drained  from  the  urethra  onlj  drop  by 

AfiocT  seyenteen  years  from  the  present  drop,  into  a  receptacle  attached  to  the 

time  (Nov.  1833),  Sir  Herbert,  who  is  th^h,  made  for  that  purpose.    From  the 

now  70  years  of  age,  met  with  the  fol-  difficulty  of  keeping  this  machine  in  its 

lowing  accident  I'^He  was  driving  his  proper  position,  and    from  a  constant 

family  to  pay  a  visit  to  a  friend,  when,  spasmodic  pain  at  the  neck  of  the  blad- 

having  occasion  to  get  off  from  the  box  der,  he  was  unable  to  remain  longer 

of  his  carriage,  bis  foot  slipped,  and  he  than   tbree  or  four  hours  together  in 

fell  with  the  whole  weight  of  fab  body  bed,  and  when  there,  he  seldom  got 

on  the  circle  of  the  wheel,  upon  his  any  sleep ;  he  was  therefore  under  the 

perineum.    The  ^ock  was  very  con-  necessity  of  sleeping  in  a  chair,  or  in 

siderable,  and  he  suffered  excessive  pain,  any  position  most  convenient,  for  more 

A  few  minutes  afterwards  he  felt  that  than  half  the  night.   This  state  of  suffer- 

his  drawers  and  boots  were  filled  with  ing,  day  after  day,  and  night  after  night, 

what  he  considered  to  be  urine,  but  on  for  so  long  a  period,  had  so  worn  hiniy 

examination  he  found  it  to  be  blood,  that  he  became  enfeebled,  depressed  In 

flowing  from  the  urethra.     He  was  im.  spirits,  restless,  and  constantly  drowsy, 

mediately  placed  in  the  carriage,  and  in  such  a  miaerable  state  of  existence 

driven  as  fast  as  possible  to  hisYriend's  life  could  be  but  of  little  value  to  him ; 

house.    On  arriving  thero  he  was  much  and  had  it  not  been  for  bis  fortitude,  his 

cxhausted,having  lost  an  immense  qnan-  great   resignation    of  mind,    and  the 

tity  of  blood.    The  family  surgeon  was  placidness  of  his  temper,  he  must  long 

sent  for,   who  immediately  employed  ago  have  sunk  under  so  heavy  an  afllic- 

remedies  to  arrest  the  hfemorrfaage.    It  tion. 

continued,  however,  moro  or  less  ror  four        On  the  1 1th  of  last  September,  1833, 1 

days,  when  it  ceased  entiroly.      The  received  a  letter  from  him,  requesting  me 

patient,  of  course,  was  much  reduced,  to  go  to  Bath  to  ^ve  my  opinion  on  his 

and  his  urine  passed  away  during  the  case.    On  my  arrival  thero,  I  found  him 

whole  time  with  the  most  excruciating  much  in  the  state  already  described,  ex- 

agony.  cepting    that    in  addition  he  had  an 

About  a  month  from  the  accident,  Mr.  extremely  irregular  pulse,  intermitting 
Cliue  was  sent  for,  who  endeavoured  to  every  second,  third,  or  fourth  beat;  and 
pass  instruments  into  the  bladder,  but  he  faiad  also  anasarca  of  the  lower  extre- 
failed  in  the  attempt.  From  this  time,  as  mities.  He  informed  me,  likewise,  that 
the  urine  continued  to  pass  tolerably  free,  he  had  had  dropsy  three  or  four  years 
nothing  more  was  done  until  a  year  or  ago,  and  that  fluid  had  collected  in  all 
two  afterwards,  when  Sir  Everard  Home  the  cavities,  so  much  so  that  he  was 
was  consulted.  Sir  Everard  tried  to  obliged  to  be  propped  up  in  bed; 
pass  instruments,  but  he  could  not  sue-  from  this  he  recovered,  under  the  care 
ceed.  He  then  employed  the  caustic,  of  Dr.  Blackall,  of  Ex^er.  Cataracts, 
but  without  efiect.  Since  that  period,  also,  had  formed  in  both  eyes,  which  a. 
most  of  the  eminent  surgeons  of  tne  pre-  year  previous  had  been  sUcoeasfully  ex- 
sent  day  have  been  consulted,  but  none  tracted  by  Mr.  Alexander, 
could  accomplish  the  introduction  of  au  In  consultation  with  Mr.  Nornan,  of 
instrument  into  the  bladder.  Bttth,  I  examined  the  urethra,and  found, 

Although    the    stream  of  urine  has  as  every  other  surgeon  had  done  before 

never  been  since  the  accident  as  large  as  me,  that  a  bougie  or  catheter  could  not 
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be  parsed  furdier  than  tbe  bulb.  At  that  more  careful  in  diet.  Tbe  bougies  had 
pait  its  promss  was  arrested,  and  it  ap-  been  passed,  but  they  caused  so  profuse 
j^eared  as  if  its  point  rested  against  a  a  bffimorrhafl^  that  Mr.  Norman  very- 
solid  mass,  which,  by  pressure,  could  be  judicioosly  leh  off  introducing  them, 
forced  on  before  it.  An  attempt  was  xhe  blood  lost  was  very  considerable 
made  to  take  a  cast  of  tbe  part,  by  each  time,  The  point  of  the  boug^ie 
tnodldinff  soft  wax  on  the  point  of  a  appeared  to  touch  some  structure  in  the 
bougie,  but  no  impression  could  be  ob-  urethra,  which  instantly  bled.  This  was 
tained.  Tt  seem^  to  enter  a  blind  exemplified  on  passing  more  than  one 
pouch,  whose  extremity  was  perfectly  bougie.  The  first,  perhaps,  would  cause 
smooth.  Under  such  circumstances,  nobieediogatall,  whilst  the  second,  the 
both  Mr.  Norman  and  myself  agreed  moment  it  touched  the  part,  appeared 
that  it  would  be  better  to  ^ttempt  to  as  if  it  had  wounded  avlarve.  TCsseL 
perforate  the  stricture ;  for  it  was  j |,^  blood  instantly  gushed  forth  from 
loo  evident,  from  the  synwtoms  un-  ^^e  urethra  in  a  large  stream,  and  cou- 
der  which  Sir  H.  laboured,  and  the  tinned  bleeding,  the  stream  gradually 
worn-oat  condition  in  which  he  was,  diminishing,  until  half  a  pint  or  more 
that  the  first  attack  of  retention  of  urine  ^as  lost.  The  excrescence  through 
he  again  had,  would  either  cause  his  ^faieh  the  urine  passed  (as  seen  in  &e 
death,  or  render  it  necessarjr  to  puncture  plate)  was  of  a  very  vascular  character ; 
tbe  bladder,  which,  in  his  enfeebled  and  it  is  most  probable  that  the  point  ol' 
state,  be  could  but  iU  bear.  As  the  t},e  bougie  sometimes  touched  it,  and 
operation  of  perforation  of  stricture  sometimes  not.  When  it  did,  heemor- 
had  never  been  in  a  single  case  rfaage  was  the  result. 
attended  with  the  slightest  injury,  The  lancetted  stilette  was  again  used, 
he  consented  to  have  it  performed  ;  and  it  was  found  we  had  kept  &e  ground 
and  I  gave  it  as  my  opinion,  in  which  ^e  had  already  gained ;  bu<the  hoemor* 
Mr.  Nonnan  concurred,  that  from  y|,age  was  so  great  that  the  lancet  was 
the  lenjgth  of  time  the  disease  had  ex-  «niy  thrust  out  twice  or  three  times.  We 
isted,  from  its  having  been  produced  by  ^ere  therefore  obliged  to  desist,  and  we 
an  accident,  and  from  its  solid  cartila-  agreed  to  leave  the  urethm  alone  for  a 
ginous  feel,  it  mi^ht  require  several  an-  fortnight,  until  I  next  saw  Sir  Herbert, 
plications  of  the  instrument  before  the  j^^  berore,  no  inconvenience  arose  from 
perforation  could  be  accomplished.  He  using  the  instrument.  Tbe  pain  was 
was  therefore  recommended  to  go.  to  trifling,  and  from  an  hotn-^Werjmrds 
London,  to  place  himself  under  my  care.  \^^i  ijttle  was  felt.  ' 
This,  however,  he  would  not  consent  to,  Jq  rather  more  than  a  fortnight  I 
having  an  extreme  aversion  to  leave  his  again  endeavoured  to  perforate  tlje  stric- 
bome.  He  requested  me,  therefore,  to  ture,  and  at  this  time  there . tvas  no 
visit  him  at  Bath  once  in  ten  days,  or  bleeding  whatever.  We  appeared  to 
AS  often  as  required.  make  considerable  progress,  and  in  have 

On  the  following  day  after  the  exa-  nearly  arrived  at  Uie  prostate  gland  i  but 

mination,  the  first  attempt  was  made  to  gtill  the  point  of  the  instrument  pressed 

perforate  the  stricture,  and  half  an  inch  against  *a  soltd  mass.    We  made  er^ 

appeared  to  be  gained.    The  solid  mass,  effort  possible  to  get  into  the  bla^^, 

however,  on  pressing  the  point  of  the  in-  hut  could  not  Succeed  ;  we  therefore 

stmment  against  it,  went  on  before  it,  thought  it  most  prudent  to  desist  foiutjie 

which  made  it  imnossible  to  tell  how  present,  being  aware  that  we  were  pco- 

mnch  the  lancet  baa  penetrated.    About  bablv  deceived,  in  consequence  of  the 

two  ounces  of  blood  were  lost ;    but  solid  mass  being  pressed  on  before  the 

the  pain  was  not  so  severe  as  mij^ht  point  of  the  instrument.    No  miaehicf 

have  been  expected.    On  the  foUowmg  resulted. 

day  the  urethra  appeared  to  be  much  as        In  ten  days  more   I  again  went  to 

nsual ;    I  left  Bath   the  same   night  Bath,  and  found  Sir  Herbert  in  narticu- 

Bougies  were  to  be  passed  erery  day  lariy  good  spirits.  He  had  taken  his  cus- 

nntiimy  return.  tomary  exercise,  lived  as  usual,  and  he 

On  my  return  to  Bath,  I  found  our  na~  fancied  be  made  water  better ;  indeed, 

tient  much  as  usual,  having  taken  nis  but  from  what  circumstance  I  cannot  say, 

costomary  exercise,  and  having  lived  in  he  certainly  did.    On  the  next  day  we 

the  same  manner  as  he  was  accustomed  resumed  tne  attempt  to  perforate  the 

lo  do,  excepting  being,  perhaps,  a  little  stricture,  and,  as  before,  we  appeared  to 
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make  progress.    We  did  all  we  could  to  therefore  withheld  any  further  attempt 

steady,  or  rather  to  fix  the  part,  in  order  to  till  this  morning;   when  Mr.  Norman 

prevent  it  receding  from  the  instrument,  has  passed  a  bougie  (such  as  you  direet- 

and  we  felt  that  we  were  all  but  in  the  ed^,  without  my  suffering  very  much 

bladder.    The  instrument  was  in  an  ex-  pain,  a  full  inch  further  than  it  was  ac- 

act  line  with  the  course  of  the  urethra;  customed  to  go  before  your  first  opera- 

and  it  was  full  eight  inches  in  the  ure-  tion.    He  allowed  it  to  remain  there 

thra,  but  we  could  not  get  it  farther;  some  little  time,  and  then,  endeavouring 

and  the  lancet  seemed  to  nave  no  effect  to  press  it  a  little  further,  it  bent ;  and 

when  thrust  forward.    We  passed  ano-  there  was  a  very  9ligkt  tinge  of  blood, 

ther  instrument,  much  smaller  than  the  hardly    worth     mentioning ;    but    he 

other,  but  without  making  ainr  impres*  thought  it  prudent  not  to  persevere,  and 

sion;  it  was  withdrawn,  and  a  small  proposes  to  make  another  attempt  on 

elastic  gum  catheter  passed,  thinking  it  Saturday,  of  which  you  shall  know  the 

possible  the  stricture  might  be  perfo-  result,  should  it  be  worth  postage;  if 

rated,  but  that  the  blunt  point  would  not,  I  shall  not  write  again  until  xues- 

not  follow  a  simple  incision.    It  unfor-  day^-on  the  day  of  the  next  effort, 

tunately  happened,  however,  that  the  *'  With  respect  to  the  passage  of  wa- 

point  of  the  catheter  touched  the  haemor-  ter,    I    cannot   say   it  is  improved  or 

rhagic    excrescence.      It   immediately  otherwise,  but  much  as  you  saw  it. 

burst  out  bleeding,  and  so  profusely,  "  My  general  state  is  sadly  nervous, 

that  we  were  compelled  to  give  up  any  which  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  with 

further  attempt,  fearing,  if  such  hsmor-  such  a  weight  on  my  mind ;  though  I 

rhage  continued,  that  the  patient,  cir-  avail  myself  of  this  favourable  weather, 

cumstanced  as  he  was,  of  a  great  age,  and  get  a  comfortable  walk  most  days.** 

being  enfeebled,  and  having  a  disease  I  was  gratified  at  this  account,  be- 

of  the  heart,  might  die  from  the  loss  of  cause  it  shewed  how  well  our  patient 

hlood ;  we  therefore,  with  the  greatest  was  gfoing  on.     It  was  not  to  be  won- 

reluctance,  were  necessitated  to  do  no  dered  at  that  he  should  have  suffered 

more.    We  consulted  together  whether  moi^  from  the  last  operation,  because 

it  was  advisable  to  make  any  further  moro  was  done,  and  a  gfroater  effort  was 

attempt   on    a    futuro   occasion,   feel-  made  to  perforate  the  stricture ;  but  the 

in^  tbat  possibly  some  peculiar  alte-  little  pain  the  passage  of  the  bougie  af- 

ration  of  parts  might  have  taken  place  terwards  gave,  and  its  producing  only  a 

from  the  original  accident    We  came  tinge  of  blood,  proves  there  could  be  no 

to  the  determination  of  waiting  until  the  inflammation  at  the  strictured  part.  The 

following  day,  to  see  the  result  of  the  hougfie,  also,  passing  **  a  full  inch  further 

operation.    On  the  next  day  no  ill  con-  than  it  was  accustomed  to  go  before  the 

sequences  ensued ;  the  urine  passed  as  first  operation,"  gave  every  encourage, 

freelj  as  before,  and  but  little  pain  was  ment  for  us  to  continue  the  treatment, 

felt  in  the  urethra.    Sir  Herbert  still  felt  It  was  natural,  likewise,  that  Sir  Her- 

sanguine  that  we  should  ultimately  ac*  hert  should  feel  nervous,  when  we  con- 

compltsh  our  object ;  and  heing  aware,  sider  the  duration  of  the  disease**the 

from^  the  opinion  we  had  at  first  given,  painfulness  of  its  nature^the  sleepless 

that  it  was  not  to  be  expected  we  could  nights — the  incontinence  of  urine,  and 

perforate  so  solid  a  mass,  the  extent  of  the  constant  dread  of  retention.    His 

which  it  was  impossible  to  know,  un-  being  able,  however,  to  follow  his  usual 

der  seyeral  operations,  he  consented  to  pursuits — such  as  walking,  ^cc.-^prored 

have  another  trial  made.    It  was  there-  that  his  general  health  was  not  materi- 

fore  decided  to  defer  making  another  ally  affected. 

attempt  for  a  month,  and  in  the  mean-  I  did  not  receive  a  letter  again  on  the 

time  to  pass  a  soft  wax  bougie  tyerj  Saturday,  so  I  concluded  all  was  going 

fourth  or  fifth  day,  to  keep  the  g^und  on  well.    On  Tuesday  the  following  ac- 

we  had  already  gained.  count  arrived :— he  says. 

In  a  week  Aom  the  time  of  my  return  ^  I  have  little  to  report  of  our  pro- 

to  London,  I  received  a  letter  mm  Sir  ceedings  to-day.    Mr.  Norman  passed 

Herbert,  from  which  the  following  is  an  three  different-sized  bougies ;  one  (the 

extract:-*  second)  bent  at  about  the  end,  as  it  did 

"  I  felt  the  effects  of  your  last  ope-  with  you;  the  last,  which  was  of  a  large 

ration  more  acutely,  and  for  a  longer  size,  went  on  certainly  fidl  a$  far  as 

period,  than  any  of  the  preceding,  and  eyer  we  have  gone  yet;  a  proof  the  new 
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?assag^   is    enlarged   to    that  extent  bougie  passed,  it  produced  no  pain,  and 

'he  whole  operation,  however,  was  at-  there  was  no  irritation  afterwards — nei. 

tended    with    very   considerable    pain,  ther  was  there  any  bleeding :  thus  proT- 

though  it  produced  no  blood ;  and  1  as-  ing  that  there  could  not  have  been  much 

cribe  it,  in  some  measure,  to  the  ex-  inflammation  at  the  strictured  part,  par- 

treme  coldness  of  the  weauier-— for  cold  ticularljr  as  the  urine  continued  to  now 

affects  mj  whole  frame  much.    We  pro-  through  it. 

pose  now  to  wait  till  Thursday^  ere  we  The  next  letter  I  received  from  Mr. 
make  another  effort,  unless  Wednesday  Norman,  which  was  three  weeks  from 
should  be  milder,  and  I  feel  less  nervous  the  time  I  last  saw  him,  and  a  week 
than  to-day.  If  we  are  not  doing  a  after  the  passage  of  the  last  bougie,  he 
little  good,  we  are  at  least  keeping  all  informed  me,  very  much  to  my  sorrow, 
as  it  was;  so  trust  the  delav  cannot  be  that  Sir  Herbert  had  jgradoally  got 
injurious,  and  even,  indeed,  may  be  worse,  until  he  became  insensible,  and 
beneficial."  that  he  had  been  obliged  to  puncture 
I  was  not  surprised  to  hear  that  Sir  the  bladder.  I  immediately  took  a 
Herbert  suffered  from  the  severity  of  the  place  in  the  mail,  and  went  down  to 
cold  weather,  for  the  thermometer,  at  Bath  the  same  evening.  On  my  ar- 
that  time,  was  lower  than  it  had  been  rival  there  on  the  following  morning, 
during  the  whole  winter.  He  bad  in-  I  called  upon  Mr.  Norman  as  soon 
formed  me  before  that  he  only  dreaded  as  possible,  who  informed  me  that  I 
the  cold  weather,  fearing  that  it  might  should  most  probably  find  Sir  Herbert 
brin^  on  (as  it  had  often  done)  a  spas-  dead.  Every  means  that  could  be 
modic  affection  of  the  bladder,  ana  re-  thought  of  had  been  adopted  for  the  re- 
tention of  urine.  On  November  8th,  I  lief  of  the  patient,  but  without  effect, 
received  the  following  account  from  Mr.  On  going  to  the  house,  I  found  that  be 
Norman  :-^  stilllived,  and  he  was  in  much  the  same 
^'  Our  patient.  Sir  Herbert  Sawyer,  state  as  described  by  Mr.  N.,  excepting 
has  not  been  so  well.  He  wrote  to  you  that,  during  the  night,  a  consciousness 
of  my  having  passed  the  bougie  three  had  occasionally  returned,  and  he  knew 
times,  and  each  time  it  went  certainly  his  daughter,  and  some  of  the  people 
an  inch  into  the  new  passage  which  had  about  him :  his  breathing,  however,  was 
been  made ;  it  gave  no  pain,  and  there  heavy,  almost  amounting  to  stertorous, 
was  uo  bleeding  and  no  irritatiofi  after*  and  his  pulse  even  more  irregular  than 
This  was  the  case  on  Monday,  which  common,  although  it  had  some  power  in 
was  the  last  time  it  was  passed ;  but  on  it.  The  pupil  was  dilated,  if  roused, 
Tnesday  he  became  feverish,  had  pain  he  would  answer;  but  he  immediately 
about  tae  rectum,  and  the  next  day  fell  into  a  comatose  state,  or  would  con- 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  s]jasm  and  tinue  a  low  muttering  to  himself.  I  ex- 
effort  in  passing  his  urine;  still  it  did  amined  the  perineum,  but  tliere  was  no 
pass,  and  has  continued  to  do  so ;  but  the  swelling  nor  tenderness, 
oladder  certainly  is  never  quite  emptied.  Mr.  Norman  and  myself  consulted  to- 
He  is  much  worn  by  this,  and  his  pulse  gether,  and  em|>loyed  every  means  in 
is  very  irregular,  t  have  no  doubt  this  our  power;  but,  in  spite  of  all  remedies, 
.  will  get  better,  but  of  course  it  will  not  he  only  lingered  on  until  the  following 
be  possible  to  use  the  bougie,  or  to  do  day,  and  then  died, 
any  thing  with  instruments,  for  the  pre- 
sent. He  wished  me  to  let  you  know  Examination  of  the  body  twenty-two 
this,  and  I  was  also  desirous  you  should  hours  after  death.  •'^  The  abdominal 
know  his  present  state.  I  will  write  to  muscles  were  first  dissected,  to  examine 
you  again  about  him  in  a  day  or  two."  the  opening  which  had  been  made  by 
From  this  statement  T  did  not  appre-  the  operation  of  puncturing  the  bladder 
bend  that  much  serious  mischief  was  above  the  pubes.    There  was  a  little 

Soing  on ;  neither,  as  it  may  be  seen,  extravasated  blood  between  the  fibres  of 
id  Mr.  Norman.  It  appeared  to  me  the  muscles.  The  parts  about  the  open- 
that  be  had  one  of  his  usual  attacks,  in  a  ing  appeared  to  have  been  slightly  in- 
sligbt  degree,  of  spasm \>f  Uie  bladder,  flamed,  but  there  was  no  appearance  of 
and  that  Uiis  was  brought  on,  according  suppuration,  nor  evidence  ofextravasated 
to  his  own  account,  from  the  severity  of  urine. 

the  weather,  and  that  it  would  most  pro-  The  bladder,  on  being  opened,  was 

bably  go  off  in  a  day  or  two.    When  the  found  to  contain  about  seven  ounces  of 
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turbid  urine ;  its  external  surface'  was 
every  where  highly  inflamed,  and  co- 
▼ered  by  a  muco-purulent  secretion  and 
calcareous  matter :  its  walls  were  about 
twice  the  natural  thickness,  and  its 
whole  volume  also  was  twice  or  three 
times  larg^er  than  natural. 

The  prostate  gland  was  slightly  en- 
larged, out  not  more  than  usual  in  old 
people;  and  the  third  or  middle  lobe 
was  not  increased  in  size. 


The  urethra  was  full  eleven  inches  in 
length.  It  was  not  inflamed  nor  ulce- 
rated. There  was  no  swelling  nor  for- 
mation  of  matter,  nor  extravasation  of 
urine  into  the  perineum. 

There  was  a  stricture  commencing 
an  inch  anterior  to  the  bulb,  which 
occunied  more  than  an  inch  of  the 
canal:  it  was  of  a  very  tough  con- 
sistence ;  and  at  the  extremity  of  it, 
nearest  the  external  orifice  of  the  urethra, 


«,  Ihe  urethra. — h,  the  itricture.—e,  the  excrescence  through  which  the  urine  pMsed. — d,tht  bristle 
introduced  through  the  centre  of  the  excrescence* f,  a  probe  Introduced  into  the  newly- 
made  canal. 


there  was  a  nipple-like  substance  pro- 
jecting into  the  canal,  resembling  the 
Slans  penis  of  an  infant,  or  the  uvula, 
irough  the  centre  of  which  there  was  a 
small  canal,  which  could  only  admit 
through  it  a  bristle,  and  through  which 
alone  the  urine  could  pass.  This  ex- 
crescence was  of  a  highly  vascular 
structure.  On  the  lower  side  of  this 
projection  there  was  a  newly-made 
canal,  aboiit  one-fourth  of  an  inch 
in  length,  which  terminated  in  a  blind 
extremity,  and  which  blind  extremity 
was  about  three-fourths  of  an  inch  firom 
coming  out  into  the  urethra,  on  the  other 
pide  of  the  stricture*.  This  no  doubt 
was  produced  by  the  perforation  of  the 
lancetted  stil^tte,  or  urethral  perforator. 

That  part  of  the  urethra  between  the 
stricture  and  bladder  was  elongated 
about  two  inches  more  than  natural:  it 
was  also  enlarged;  and  several  small 
calculi,  about  tne  size  of  millet  seeds, 
and  one  as  large  as  a  pea,  were  lodged 
in  it 

The  ureters,  more  particularly  the 
ri^ht,  were  much  enlarged,  ana  con- 
tamed  urine. 

The  pelvis  of  each  kidney,  also,  more 
particularly   the   right,  was  extremely 

•The  preparation  Is  In  the  Museum  of  the  ^ 
Bath  Hospltail. 


large,  and  so  thin  as  to  resemble  blad- 
der; each  of  them  contained  some  con- 
cretions of  lithic  acid.  The  cortical 
substance  of  both  was  very  pale,  thin, 
and  wasted,  being  not  more  than  half 
an  inch  in  thickness.  There  were  some 
small  serous  cysts  on  their  surface. 

The  lungs  were  perfect. 

The  heart  was  greatly  diseased,  the 
left  ventricle  being  irregularly  hyper- 
trophied  or  thickened.  The  right  ven« 
tricle  was  considerably  dilated.  The 
mitral  valve  was  thickened,  and  some 
part  approached  to  Ossification. 

Portions  of  the  aorta  were  hard  and 
discoloured,  and  approached  to  ossifica- 
tion. This  artery,  also,  was  greatly  di- 
lated, particularfy  the  abdominal  aorta. 
The  right  iliac  artery  was  obliterated. 

The  Drain  and  the  arachnoid  membrane 
were  generally  inflamed,  and  some  parts 
of  it  were  opaque.  Tbe  substance  of  the 
brain  was  vascular,  being  studded  by 
the  bloody  points  of  enlarged  blooo- 
vessels.  Tne  ventricles  contained 
serum. 

The  stomach,  intestines,  and  liver, 
were  healthy.  Most  of  the  arteries  of 
the  lower  extremities  were  ossified. 

Remarks. — The  whole  history  of  this 
case,  takinjg-  it  from  its  commencement 
to  its  termination,  is  extremely  interests 
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ing.  The  stricture  bein^  produced  from  it  baa  been  of  long  duration,  and  wben 
an  accident,  the  continuance  of  the  the  individuals  who  are  the  subjects  of  it 
hffimorrfaage  for  so  long  a  time  afler-  are  of  a  great  age.  The  sufferings  of 
irards,  and  the  impossibuitjr  of  ever  in-  patients  thus  situated,  are  so  great,  so 
troducing  anjr  urethral  instrument  into  painful,  so  constant,  so  harassing,  that 
die  bladder,  are  all  points  of  interest,  their  life  is  gradually  worn  out.  Both  bj 
It  is  Dot  an  unusual  occurrence  to  find  night  and  by  day  they  are  in  constant 
strictui^  brought  on  from  an  accident  distress;  they  cannot,  perhaps,  yoid 
such  as  Sir  Herbert  met  with.  Sailors,  their  urine  in  any  other  manner  than  by 
for  instance,  as  in  Thomas  Clerk's  case,  drops ;  they  bare  a  frequent  inclination 
fall  from  the  rigging  of  a  yessel,  and  to  do  so,  without  being  able  to  empty 
strike  the  perineum  against  any  project-  the  bladder ;  it  passes  probably  invo- 
ing  body  on  deck.  Those  wno  ride  luntarily  from  them;  they  are  obliged 
much  are  liable  to  the  same  accident :  to  rise  up  from  their  bed  every  quarter 
they  are  constantly  battering  the  peri-  or  half  hour,  to  attempt  to  relieye  tKcm- 
aeum  against  the  saddle,  or  by*  some  selves;  their  rest  is  broken,  and  just  as 
sudden  jirk  are  thrown  against  the  they  have  fallen  aleep  they  are  probably 
pommel,  and  thus,  from  the  inflamma-  awoke  again,  from  the  distressing  de^ 
tion  produced  in  consequence,  give  sire  to  make  water.  In  short,  their 
origin  to  the  disease.  I  have  observed  whole  occupation  is  in  attempting  to 
that  this  kind  of  stricture  is  generally  of  relieve  themselves  of  the  urgency  of 
a  much  worse  description  than  those  the  symptoms  of  their  complaint  In 
brought  on  from  gonorrhoea,  or  from  this  dreadful  state  of  anxiety  and  misery 
any  other  cause ;  and  I  attribute  it,  not  they  continue,  until  they  become  en- 
only  to  the  coat  of  the  urethra  itself  feeoled  and  exhausted.  The  brain  at 
being  altered  in  structure,  but  also  to  length  sympathizes  with  the  pain  and 
the  parts  external  to  it  becoming  indu-  irritation  of  the  urinary  organs ;  urinary 
rated  and  consolidated.  coma,  as  it  is  termed,  comes  on ;  water 

The  hsemorrhage  having  continued  so  is  formed  in  the  ventricles ;  and  serous 
long  after  the  accident,  shews  either  apoplexy  is  the  result, 
that  some  vessel  in  the  urethra  was  rup-  On  reading  the  account  of  the  post- 
tared,  or  that  the  canal  itself  was  torn,  mortem  examination  of  the  body  in 
Such  an  occurrence,  afler  so  much  vio-  this  case,  we  can  only  feel  surprised 
lence,  and  so  great  a  shock  having  been  that  Sir  H.,  with  so  much  dis- 
received  at  the  part,  might  naturally  ease  of  organs  so  intiidately  con- 
haye  been  expected.  It  may  be  oh-  nected  with  the  functions  of  life, 
served,  that  the  same  happened  in  should  have  lived  so  long.  Indcpen- 
Clerk'scase;  the  haemorrhage  from  the  dently  of  the  disease  of  the  urethra,  wnich 
urethra  continued  for  three  days  afler-  of  itself  was  sufficient,  by  the  constant 
wards.  The  impossibility  of  passing  a  and  harassing  pains,  and  the  long  and 
bougie  into  the  bladder  at  any  time  continued  sufleriug  it  had  occasioned,  to 
afler  the  accident  is  remarkable.  In  cause  death,  we  may  observe  the  fol- 
the  eariy  stage  of  the  disease,  this  cir-  lowing  morbid  changes  had  taken 
cnmstance  cannot  be  easily  accounted  place:— 

for,  unless  the  accident  produced  some        The  bladder  was  in  a  high  state  of 

transposition  of  parts;  but  in  the  latter  inflammation,  being  three  or  four  times 

stage  there  can  be  no  difficulty  in  ex-  more  capacious  than  usual ;  and  from 

plaining  it    ^The    dissection    of    the  old   disease,  its    coats  were  twice  the 

urethra  proves  that  the  introduction  of  natural    thickness  ;    calcareous  matter 

any  urethral   instrument    would    have  was    deposited    on   its   inner    surface, 

been  imj)racticablc,  if  not  impossible.  and   its   whole    appearance    evidently 

The  immediate  cause  of  death  in  this  bore    marks   of    Jong    and    continued 

case,  no  doubt  arose  from  serous  apo-  disease.     The  ureters  and  kidneys  were 

plexy,  brought  on  by  the  irritation  and  much  diseased,  the  former  being  consi< 

|Mdn  produced  by  the  recent  inflamma-  derably  dilated,  and  the  substance  of 

tion  of  the  bladder,  and  the  long  and  the  latter  bein^   almost  entirely  obli- 

continued    irritation     of   the     urinary  terated,  the  cortical  part  being  not  more 

organs  generally,  for  so  many  years,  than  half  an  inch  in  thickness,  and  the 

Serons  apoplexy  is  one    of  the  com-  pelvis  being  so  enlarged  and  thin  as 

monest  terminations  of  disease  of  the  ure-  rather  to  resemble  bladder  than  its  na- 

thra  and  bladder,  and  particularly  when  tural  structure.    The  brain  bad  suflered 

341.— xiy.  2  C 


386                     MR.  ROSS  S  CASE  OF  BILIARY  CALCULUS. 

both  from  previous  and  recent  disease,  der.    The  treatment  which  was  adopted 

The  arachnoid  membrane  was  in  many  appears  to  be  the  only  one  which  ofllered 

parts  opaque  and  thickened,  and  in  others  the  slightest  chance  of  relief;  and  it  is 

ludamed.  The  substance  of  the  brain  was  oviy  to  be  regretted  that  it  had  not  been 

studded  by  the  bloody  points  of  enlarged  sooner  attempted,  when  the  patient  bad 

blood-Tessels,  and  the  ventricles  contain-  not  been  at  so  advanced  a  ];eriod  of  life, 

ed  scrum.    The  heart  was  enlarged,  the  and  so  enfeebled  and  worn  out  by  the 

left  ventricle  being  generally,  but  irre-  disease, 

gularly,  bypertroplucd,  some  parts  of  it  [To  be  contlnoedO 

being  thicker  than  others,  anci  the  right    . 

ventricle    dilated.    The  valves  of  the 

aorta  were  ossified,  and  the  aorto  iteelf,  OBSTRUCTION   BY   A    BILIARY 

throughout  its  whole  course,  but  more  CALCULUS 

particularly  in  the  abdomen^  was  dilated 

to  nearly  twice  its  natural  size.    Almost 

all  the  arteries  of  the  body  also  were  ^^  '^*  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 

ossified,  and  some  were  obliterated.     It  gm 

is  needless  to  say  that  such  a  state  of    ««  ^^il i    •      -*:      *    *i.    r  i 

heart  and  arteries  might  at  any  time  i^L?!'"/  ^y^^\}^^^^on  to  the  fol- 

bave  been  productive  Zf  sudden' death.  ^°^"^S'  Y^  ^^^^     .  ^k'  ^-     ♦! 

Besides  these,  there  were  other  morbid  Y^"«  ™^**  obedienUy, 

changes,  of  a  minor  description,  in  va-  wakefleid,  Yorkshire.         ^^"^""^          ' 

nous  parts  oi  the  body.  May  31, 182U. 

It  will  be  clearly  seen  that  no  mis- 
chief arose  from  the  operation.  There  In  confirmation  of  the  opinion  given 
was  no  inflammation  at  the  strictured  in  your  valuable  journal  of  the  lOtfa 
part — no  ulceration — no  formation  of  pus  instant,  by  Dr.  W.  P.  Borrett,  of  Nor- 
— and  no  extravasation  of  urine  into  the  wich,  respecting  cases  of  gall-stone  not 
perineum.  In  fact,  excepting  the  stric-  being  exempt  from  danger  to  life,  as  was 
ture  itself,  the  urethra  was  perfectly  most  satisfactorily  proved  by  the  post- 
healthy.  mortem  examination  of  the  fatal  case 

This  description  of  stricture  is  per-  therein  related,  I  beg  leave  to  record  the 

haps  unique:  tljc nipple-like  projection,  substance  of  one  wnicb  occurred  at  an 

through  which  only  a  bristle  could  be  earlierperiod,  and  during  my  appreutice- 

iutroouced,  and  through  which  alone  the  ship. 

urine  could   pass,  being  so  regularly  In  the  spring  of  IS23,  in  the  absence 

formed,  and  resembling  the  ^lans  penis  of  my  master,  I  visited  a  poor  woman 

of  an  infant,  or  the  uvula,  is  a  morbid  living  at  Brooksbank,  in  the  immediate 

change  which  I  have  never  before  wit-  neighbourhood  of  this  town,  who,  on 

uessed  in  the  urethra ;  nor  have  I  met  my   arrival,    presented    the    following 

with  any  one,  however  experienced  he  symptoms.     Pulse  at  the  wrist  scarcely 

may  have  been  in  morbid  anatomy,  who  perceptible ;    extremities     quite     cold ; 

has.    How  to  account  for  its  formation  countenance  indicative  of  great  sufTer- 

would  be  difficult ;  whether  it  was  a  ing ;  powers  of  articulation   and  swal- 

congenital  formation,  like  neevus — whe-  lowing  nearly  gone.  She  was  laid  upon 

ther  it  was  caused  from  the  accident — or  her  back,  the  thighs  being  drawn  up 

whether,   from  the    extreme   closeness  towards  the  abdomen,  with  an  occasioniu 

of  the  stricture,  the  sides  of  the  con-  moan  and  slight  attempt  to  vomit    The 

tracted  part  were,  by  the  pressure  of  the  whole  surface  was  of  a  dirty-yellow  hue, 

urine,   gradually  forced  forward,   and  and  bedewed  with  a  clammy  moisture, 

thus    the    projection    was    formed,    it  There  was  a  slight  shrinking  on  pres- 

would  be  aifficult  to  determine.     The  sure  upon  the  body,  but  no  swelling  or 

manner  in  which  it  projected  into  the  tumidity  whatever.    She  died  in  less 

centre  of  the  caftal,  nowever,  and  the  than  four  hours  from  my  first  visit, 

peculiarity  of  its  formation,  was  such.  It  was  evident  nothing  could  be  done 

that  it  rendered  the  obstructed  part  to-  here ;  and  the  only  information  I  could 

tally  impervious  to  any  instrument.  We  collect  was  from  ner  neighbours,  who 

cannot  oe  surprised,   therefore,  at  the  said  that    the  bowels   had   been   eva- 

Aiilure  of  surgeons  of  such  eminence,  cuated,  and    tliat  she  had  also  made 

M  ho  had  attended  Sir  Herbert,  in  pass-  water  during  the  day :  they  also  stated 

ing  a  bougie  or  catheter  into  the  Dlad-  that  she  was  attacked,  only  the  day 
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befbre  my  Yisit,  with  oain  in  tbe  sto-  twining  over  their  external  surface,  ftas- 
inacb  ana  vomitine,  ana  that  sometbing  ceptibie  of  being  detacbed  wbenerer 
had  been  procured  from  tbe  druggist's  these  membranes  are  displaced,  ^  bein? 
for  her  relief;  further  adding,  tnat  in  connected  with  them,  and  not  concern^ 
their  opinion  she  had  taken  poison ;  in  their  structure,  to  which  the  absor- 
which  supposition  was  most  probably  hents,  ezhalants,  and  cellular  tissue,  al- 
CTounded  on  the  suddenness  of  her  most  exclusively  contribute.  Undoubt* 
death.  The  post-mortem  investigation  ^^y  there  are  communications  between 
took  place  on  the  day  following  her  the  arterial  system  and  the  serous  mem- 
dece^MC.  The  stomach  and  intestines  branes  through  the  exhalants,  but  no- 
were  perfectly  healthy,  as  were  the  thing  respecting  the  nature,  the  dispo- 
pancreas,  spleen,  and  kidneys :  die  con-  sition,  and  even,  in  some  degree,  tbe 
tents  of  the  pelvis  were  also  healthy,  functions  of  these  vessels,  has  yet  been 
Tbe  liver  was  darkish  in  appearance,  correctly  ascertained, 
being  engorged  with  blood ;  out  there  The  vitality  of  serous  membranes  is 
was  no  aisease  at  all  of  its  structure,  very  distinct  from  that  of  adjacent  parts: 
Gall-bladder  empty.  On  tracing  its  inflammation  does  not  destroy  them ;  a 
duct,  and  that  or  the  liver,  there  was  flui<l  is  always  (in  health])  found  on 
nothing  unnatural ;  but  on  arriving  at  serous  surfaces.  Inflammation  acts  by 
the  ductus  communis  choledochus,  the  suppressing  this  secretion  in  the  first 
causeof  death  was  pretty  manifest.  About  penods  of  inflammations.  When  the  ex- 
the  centre  of  this  common  conduit,  a  uslApts  are  filled  with  blood  accidentally 
biliary  calculus  was  found  firmly  impact-  admitted,  serum  flows  no  longer  from 
ed,  which  created  some  difficulty  in  ex-  ^^^^  ^i"^  surface:  it  is  during  this  stage 
tracting.  The  only  appearance  of  disor-  that  adhesions  take  place.  If  they  do 
der  was  a  slight  ruflammatory  blush  in  not  form,  either  on  account  of  motion,  or 
die  coat  of  tbe  tube,  immediately  sur-  ^m  any  other  reason,  and  if  tbe  in- 
rounding  the  stone.  The  contents  of  the  flammation  does  not  subside  by  resolu- 
thorax  were  perfectly  normal.  The  *^on>  ^en  what  haf>pens  in  an  open 
bead  was  not  examinea.  wound  takes  place  in  the  serous  sur- 
In  conclusion,  I  have  only  to  add,  that  faces---they  suppurate.  Now  this  sup- 
the  impression  I  received  from  this  case  puration  is  never  attended  with  ulcera- 
has  always  led  me  to  give  a  guarded  ^^^  ^^J^  erosion  of  their  substance, 
prognosis'  in  similar  cireumstances.  ^^  ^^^^  purulent  collections  be  never  so 

considerable,  these  membranes  will  con- 

— stantly  remain  uninjured ;  their  tissue 

will  only^  be  more  or  less  thickened ; 

PATHOLOGY  OF  HYDRO-  ^®7  ®""'  P"*  >«  ^^^  same  way  as  their 

CEPHALUS.  natural  serous  fluids— that  is  to  say,  by 

exhalation.    I  also  observe  that  absor- 
bents  frequently  terminate  in  the  neigh  - 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  ^"™g  veins :  whether  the  veins  ab- 
sorb or  not,  is  at  present  a  disputed 

^**>  point.    The  vessels  are  excited  in  the 

Should  you  consider  tbe  following  re-  following  degrees :  the  absorbente  first, 

marks  on  hydrocephalus  worthy  of  in-  ^^^  lymphatic  glands  second,  and  the 

sertion  in  your  valuable  journal,  I  shall  ^^^^^  1*»^   "I*  »  a  fact,  that  exhalation 

feci  obliged  b^  your  giving  them  pub-  ^o'™*  tumors,  and   absorption  removes 

licity.— I  remain,  sir,  them  5  and  from  M.   Fod era's    expcri- 

Yours  most  respectfully,  ments,  it  is  inferred  that  exhalation  and 

John  Grantham.  absorption  take  place  by  transudation 

Crmyford,  Ktnt,  and  imbibition,  and  depend  on  the  capil- 

JuM  10. 1834.  larit  V  of  their  tissues. 

^                   .  Tnree  cireumstances  take  place   in 

Serous  membranes  surround  the  vital  the    vessels    of    an    inflamed    part,— 

organs,  and  are  composed  of  innumera-  two    connected    with    the    capHlaries 

ble  absorbents  and  lymphatic  vessels  in-  and   one   with  the    large   vessels :    iii 

Icrwoven  together;  the  blood-vessels  are  the  first  change,  the  capillaries,  tvhich 

«i?  number;  and  what  are  generally  conveyed  a  colourless  fluid,  contain  red 

called  arteries  of  the  pleura  and  perito-  blood ;  tbe  second  change  consists  in  the 

neum,   ^c.  are  no  more  than  trunks  increase  of  the  diameter  of  tbe  vessel ;  in 


388  BRISTOL  INFIRMARY  AND  MEDICAL  SCHOOL. 

the  third  changpe,  the  arteries  and  veins  make  are  these  :-~that  inflammation  is 

are  alike  all  over  distended.    This  ap-  not  a  direct  cause  of  serous  effusion ; 

pears  explicable  on  two   principles, —  but  that  whatever  tends  to  stimulate  the 

increase  of  animal  heat,  and  interruption  exhalant  vessels,  and   to  interrupt  the 

in  the   circulation    of  the    capillaries,  absorbents,  is  more  properlj  the  cause  of 

This,  as  I   have  alreadjr  said,  shows  such  a  condition, 
a  direct  tendency  to  produce  suppression 

in  the  exhalants.     In  inflammation,  the      

vessels,  the  blood,  and  the  nerves,  un- 
dergo a  change.     I  do  not  say  that  in-  BRISTOL  INFIRMARY  AND  MEDI- 
flammation  does  not  take  place  in   a  CAL  SCHOOL. 

neighbouring  organ,  as  the  brain,  liver,  

&c.,  during  effusion,  but  that  inflam- 
mation cannot  and  doe«  not    directljr  To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette. 
cause  efiusion. 

Cloquet,  Orfila,  and  Professor  Du-  ^^^f 
meril,  have  all  stated  their  belief  that  The  suigeons  of  the  Bristol  Infirmary 
hydrocephalic  disease  in  children,  and  have  not,  at  present,  the  least  intention 
cerebral  fevers  in  adults,  are  very  dis-  of  trespassing  further  on  your  pages, 
tinct.  Dr,  Nicbol  considers  eniision  or  offering  any  reply  to  the  obser- 
as  more  under  the  influence  of  the  vations  you  have  thought  proper  to  in- 
nervous  system  than  the  arterial.  Dr.  troduce  into  your  leading  article  of' 
Yeates  most  ably  advocates  the  doctrine  last  Saturday  (which  only  came  to  my 
thatnervousirritation  from  an  unhealthy  notice  yesterday),  with  respect  to  the 
condition  of  the  alimentary  canal  pre-  memorial  lately  presented  Dy  them  to 
vents  absorption.  Dr.  Mason  Good  con-  the  Parliamentary  Committee  on  Medi. 
fiiders  hydrocephalus  *'  to  arise  from  cal  Education,  (Sec.  Sec.  My  colleagues, 
two  remote  causes,  inflammation  and  however,  avail  themselves  of  this  oppor- 
debility:''  this  must  imply  direct  and  tunity  of  acknowledging  how  much 
indirect  effect  Dr.  James  Carraichael  they  feel  obliged  by  the  publicit;^  your 
Smith  states  debility  as  the  cause  of  columns  have  given  to  the  sentiments 
serous  effusion,  and  ne?er  saw  a  case  contained  in  that  document, 
that  required  the  loss  of  blood.  He  fur-  Neither  would  the  *'  Associated  Lee- 
ther  remarks,  that  serous  effusions,  the  turers  of  the  Bristol  Medical  School  *' 
result  of  inflammation,  are  always  turbid,  have  requested  the  favour  of  you  to  lay 
and  mixed  with  flakes,  whilst  the  sur-  before  tne  professional  public  the  ac- 
face  of  inflamed  membranes  are  covered  companying  representation,  in  reference 
with  coagulable  lymph,  the  membranes  also  to  medical  education,  but  that  it 
thickened,  and  aiihering  to  the  conti-  may,  in  some  respects,  be  considered  a 
guous  surfaces.  This  is  also  Morgagni's  reply  to,  or  in  some  degree  an  indirect  ex- 
opinion.  Dr.  Blackhausen,  of  Bremen,  planationof,some  of  thepoints  advanced 
dissected  sixteen  cases  of  hydrocephalus,  m  your  last  leading  article.  I  am  further 
in  all  of  which  the  mucous  tunic  of  Uie  induced  to  offer  it  to  your  notice,  in 
stomach  was  soflened,  and  the  internal  the  full  expectation  of  its  receiving 
surface  of  the  intestines  studded  with  from  your  pen  a  continuation  of  similar 
diseased  follicular  glands,through  which  opinions  to  those  already  promulgated 
pus  escaped;    the  other  abdominal  or-  by  you  on  this  subject.    A  oold, candid, 

Sms  were  healthy.  Dr.  Golis,  Dr.  Yeates,  and  impartial  objector  to  any  system  or 

r.  Cheyne,  and  Mr.  Abemethy,  all  plan,  is  always  desirable,  for  by  that 

state  their  belief  in  the  doctrine,  that  the  means  its  originators  obtain  the  oppor- 

prinary  cause  of  hydrocephalus  exists  tunity  of  correcting,  and  consequently 

m  the  stomach  and  intestines ;  and  from  of  perfecting,  the  object  they  have  in 

what  I  have  observed  in  drunkards  who  view ;  how  far  you  have  sustained  this 

have  died,  the  arachnoid  membrane  in  character  in  the  observations  you  have 

such  cases  is  always  more  or  less  affect-  been  pleased  to  make,  we  beg  to  leave 

ed.    I  would  also  add  a  statement  made  with  the  Parliamentary  Committee  and 

by  Haller  (£1.  Phys.  vol.  vii.  s.  I.parag.  the  profession  to  pronounce  jud^ent. 

9) — viz.   that  if  the  kidneys  refuse  to  It  has  not  escaped  mf  notice,  that 

secrete,  urine  has  been  founa  in  the  ven-  your  criticism  is  fciunded  chiefly  upon 

tricles  of  the  brain.  the  aid  it  derives  from  the  surgeons  of 

The  deductions  which  I   am  led  to  the  Birmingham  Hospital  having  de- 
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cltned  to  meet  the  views  entertained  hy  ANALYSES  amdNOTTCESof BOOKS, 
the  surgeons  of  the  Bristol  Infirmarj ; 

and  as  you  have  not  alluded  to  any  

other  support  in  this  important  question,  « , , .  ^          .     ^  „                  ... 

I  may  venture  to  conclude  that  at  pre-  j^^  k  abr6ger."— D'Alkmbkkt. 

sent  the  g'entlemen  of  that  institution  

stand  alone  *.     This  coincides  with  my 

own    information,    after    an    extensive  An  Etiay  on  the  Relation  of  the  Theory 

correspondence  with  most  of  the  sur-  of  Morals  to  Insanity.  By  T.  Mayo,. 

gcons  of  the  different  proTincial  hospi-  m.D.  Fellow  of  the  College  of  Phy- 

tals.    The  surg^eons  both  of  the  Royal  sicians,  and  late  Fellow  of  Oriel  Col- 

Infirmary,  Manchester,  and  Gloucester,  lege,  Oxford. 
bave  alreaidy  announced  that  they  con- 

cur  most  fully  in  our  sentiments,  and  Whoever  has  turned  his  attention  to 

will  cheerfully  co-operate   with   us  in  the  subject  of  insanity,  or  lunacy,  or 

any  measures  which   may  be  deemed  what  is  popularly  termed  unsoundness* 

most  advisable.     This  combination  of  of  mind,  must  have  felt  the  vagueness 

effort  is  not  only  very  encouraging,  but,  in  which  he  was  soon  involved ;  and,  if 

we  trust,  will  have  its  due  influence  of  a  speculative   turn,    he  must  have 

with  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  in  been  induced  to  form  such  definitions 

recommending  to  the  legislature    that  as  might  serye  to  bring  the  matter  under 

the  obnoxious  regulation  complained  of  consideration  within  reasonable  bounds, 

may  be  annulled,  or  so  modified  as  not  In  general  there  is  but  one  sort  of  de- 

any  longer  to  embarrass  and  interrupt  rangement  recognized — ^that  in  which 

provincial  medical  education.  there  is  a  perversion   oi  some   of  the. 

I  presume  you  cannot  have  any  ob-  intellectual  faculties:  but  this  will  by  no* 

jection  to  publish  this  letter,  with  the  means  comprehend  that  state  in  which 

accompanying  documents,  after  the  pub-  human  beings    are    not    unfrequently 

licity  and  importance  you  have  thought  found,  where  the  reasoning  powers  are 

fit  to  bestow  on  a  suoject  certainly  of  not  perceptibly  impaired,  but  there  is» 

no  ordinary  interest,  both  to  the  profes-  a  deficiency  of  moral  principle  —  the 

aion  and  society  generally.  fertile  source  of  all  their  irregularities 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  sir,  —of  their  crimes.     Paley^   we  know^ 

Your  most  obedient  servant,  was  of  opinion   that  man   is  not  na- 

Wm.  Hetlino.  turally    a    moral    being ;    a    position 

*'      Clifton,  Bristol,  which  be  attempted  to  establish  by  ap- 

Jime  8, 1884.  ]>ealiiig  to  the  depravity  of  savage  na- 

___         „,      .      .         .           _  tions.    This,  however,  Dugald  Stewart 

rWe  readily  «vc  inscrUon  to  the  pre-  successfully  controverted,  by  attributing 

ceding  letter,  but  really  cannot  do  so  all  such  examples  of  the  non-appear- 

witb  the  documents  sent  along  vnth  it.  ^nce  of  a  moral  principle,  to  the  ah- 

The  memorial  addressed  to  Mr.  War-  ggnce  of  those  circumstences  by  which 

burton  IS  m  substance,  if  not  in  words,  it  might  be  brought  forth  and  duly  de- 

identical  with  that  already  published  m  ^eloped.    "  Did  it  ever  enter  into  the 

our    number   for   May  3,    page   190.  mind  of  the  wildest  theorist,"  says  this 

With  respect  to  the  prospectus  of  the  distinguished  professor,    "to    imagine 

Bnstol  school,    we   can  only  give  it  that  the  sense  of  seeing  would  enable  a 

publicity  in  the  usual  way,  upon  our  man,  brought  up  from  the  moment  of 

wrapper.    We  take  leave  to  add,  with  fcig  birth   in   utter  darkness,  to  fonn  a 

reference  to  Mr.  Hetlmg's  suggestion  conception  of  light  and  coloure  V 

that  we  should  contmue  our  obserya-  But,  however  untenable  the  position— 

Uons,  that  as  yet  no  attempt  has  been  however  mischievous  the  doctoine,  that 

made  to  answer  those  already  offered,  man  is  naturally  destitute  of  a  moral 

When  this  has  been  done,  it  wiU  be  sense— it  would  seem  not  only  possible, 

quite  Umc  enough  to  follow  them  up.—  but  highly  probable,  that  there  are  many 

£d.  Gaz.J  individuals  in  this  predicament.     We 

— —  speak  of  man,  gfenerally,  as  a  reason- 

•  Mr.  H.  has  ■ince  writtco  to  Inform  tw,  that  aole  being,  though  the  individual  ex- 

Um  •urseoas  of  the  B«tb  United  HoBpiUl  eutirely  rentions    arp     n«Mtkpr     rarp    nor     fpw  • 

coocvr  with  their  brethren  of  Birmingham.—  ceP"ons    are    neitner     rare   nor     lew 

Xo.  GAS.  and  so  we  may  also  descant,  m  general 
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terms,  on  the  moral  nature  of  man,  have  compelled  bim  to  squander  money, 
though  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  which  he  would  probablj  have  hoarded, 
instances  are  not  infreauent  of  persons  if  his  selfishness  had  taken  that  turn, 
who,  from  natural  denciencj  of  some  His  temper  is  at  once  stern  and  ?iolent; 
moral  feelings,  are  not  properly  to  be  and  all  who  know  him  expect  that  the 
deemed  responsible  agents, — so  tar  as  bj  dispositions  of  his  will  must  prove  him, 
so  deeming  them  we  imply  the  presence  to  the  last  moment  of  his  life,  utterly 
of  an  universal  principle.  unjust.  If  he  had  sufHcient  courage,  he 
Dr.  Mayo,  in  the  interesting  pamph-  would  rob  or  murder;  for  his  cupidity  is 
let  before  us,  holds  that  there  are  cases  under  no  moral  check ;  but  he  is  natu- 
in  which  the  agent  necessarily  falls  *into  rally  very  timid,  and  owes  to  this  cir- 
vicious  habits,  or  criminal  acts,  from  cumstance  his  freedom  from  such  acts  as 
want  of  a  particular  moral  sense,  he  the  law  construes  into  crimes.  Such  is 
being  thus  destitute  of  a  standard  by  Mr.  A.,  and  such  also,  or  as  nearly  such 
which  certain  forms  of  good  and  evil  as  the  distinctive  points  which  separate 
can  be  estimated.  Aristotle  was  of  this  all  individuals  will  allow,  is  Mr.  G.  his 
opinion,  when  he  described  a  class  of  neighbour.  But  there  happens  to  exist 
men  in  whom  the  fi^Knarw^  by  which  he  a  peculiarity  in  the  latter,  which  mate- 
denominates  the  moral  sense,  "  has  not  rially  alters  the  course  of  his  life,  and  its 
indeed  been  corrupted,  but  has  never  results  upon  others.  Mr.  G.  was  oh- 
existed."    It  is  cunous  how  the  philoso-  served  to  talk  very  much  to  himself. 

{»hers  of  mind  have  so  constantly  over-  This  excited  attention ;  and,  on  further 

ooked  this  circumstance — ^no  douot  from  inouiry,  it  was  discovered  that  he  was 

their  great  zeal  to  generalize,  and  to  haoitually  under  the  influence  of  false 

deal  in  sweeping  theories.    There  has  perceptions,  and  that  he  considered  him- 

been  the  hint  in  the  Ethics  of  Aristotle  self  solicited  by  certain  voices,  audible 

for  above  twenty  centuries,  yet  has  it  only  to  himself,  to  perform  those  actions 

remained  a  barren  topic  for  commenta-  which  indeed  flowed  naturally  enough 

tors  and  succeeding  moraUsts,  till  our  from  his  own  evil  dispositions.     Mr.  Cr. 

present  author,  wiui  a  practical  object  was  accordingly  recognized  as  a  lunatic, 

in  view,  has  called  attention  to  the  Im-  and  placed  under  restraint    Thus  the 

portance  of  taking  it  into  consideration,  family  of  Mr.  G.  is  secured  against  the 

^  In  the  character  of  Tiberius,  as  de-  results  of  his  moral  character ;   and  his 

picted  by  Tacitus,  it  would  seem  gra-  fortune  will  descend  according  to  the 

tuitous   to  assume  that  a  moral  leel-  principles  of  law ;   thus  dealing  out  a 

ing  existed.    Cesar  Borgia  is  adduced  justice  to  others,  and  a  protection  to  Aim,« 

as  another  example  from  history  \  and  .  which  would  have  been  refused,  but  for 

Lord  Wharton    exemplifies    the   same  this  hallucination.*' 

position,  as  he  is  described  by  Swift  as  Parallel  instances  to  the  foregoing 

Deing  '^  without  the  sense  of'^  shame  or  are  of  eveiy-day  occurrence,  and  seem 

glory,  as  some  men   are  without   the  to  have  been  so  for  ages ;  yet  the  mea- 

sense  of  smelling ;  and  therefore  a  good  sores  which  would  appear  to  suggest 

name  to  him  is  no  more  than  a  precious  themselves   in  conseouence    have   met 

ointment    would   be   to  these."      But,  with   no  attention.    We  readiW  adopt 

without  having  recourse  to  examples  of  a  coercive  treatment  where  we  fandy  an 

this  sort,  selected  from  the  records  of  intellectual  aberration  to   be   present ; 

history,  we  may  ouote  a  couple  of  pa-  but  we  take  no  steps  to  provide  tor  those 

rallcl  or  contrastea  cases  from  common  cases  in  which  the  moral  feelings  are  in 

life.    Dr.  Mayo  gives  them  as  instances  a  morbid  or  an  evanescent  condition : 

coming  under  his  own  cognizance.  nay,   we    make  the    unfortunate    per- 

**Mr.  A.  was  bom  in  a  respectable  sons,  who  are  in  this  predicament,  as 

station,  and  is  in  possession  of  a  good  accountable   as  other  people  for  their 

fortune,  of  as  much,  at  least,  as  he  has  actions.     Lord  Ferreia  was  han^d  for 

allowed  to  remain  out  of  a  good  fortune,  a  murder  committed,  not  certainly  in 

He  has  a  wife  and  children,  and   as  a  state  of  intellectnal  derangement,  as 

many  friends,  or  rather  associates^  as  his  his  conduct  both  at  the  time  of  the  mur- 

convivial  qualities   retain  for  bim,  in  der,  and  subsemiently  at  his  trial  and 

spite  of  the  hardness  of  his  character,  execution,  clearly  showed;  but  if  we 
He  has  always  been  profusely  extra- .  consider    the   imputed   crime  with  re- 

vagant ;   for  his  passions  and  appetites  fcrencc  to  a  moral    principle-*of  the 
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existence  of  whieh  in  his  lordship  there  MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

IS  no  eTidence — ^the  whole  circumstances 

assume  a  new  character;  and  we  can^  Saturday^  June  14,  1834. 

not  but  maintain  that  there  was  com-  «         •_ 

mitted  in  his  case  a  ffreat  judicial  error. 

In  most  cases  of  deliberate  suicide  '*  ^'cet  omtiiba«.  licet  etUm  mihi,  digniutcm 

we  have  examples  of  this  moral  form  of  ^uiLn^^t  d.^mli  jri?.!{!!J"ni%!r''".^^  *" 

* ,  .  ,                     ,         •      •  .  publicum  sit.  alcenul  perlcalum  Don  recuso.*' 

insanity   on  which   our  author  insists.  Cicbro. 

"  No  intellectual  delusion,"    sajs  Dr.  

Mayo,    "  need   be    present  when  self-       _  ^  ,  , 

desU-uetion  is  coveted.     But  there  must  VALUE  OF  SCOTCH  DEGREES 

be  an  extinction  of  that  moral  sense,  IN  ENGLAND. 

which  revolts  from  it  on  grounds  inde-     .  ^ i  *  i    *    i      i         ^  ^u    Tk 

pendent  of  fear.     OwlngT  however,  to  ^  ^*^^^  '*^^^^  ^^  P'^*^  **  ^^^  !>«"«' 

the  systematic  neglect  of  moral  symp-  Assizes,  the  results  of  which  involve 

toms,  the  suicide  is  seldom  recognized  considerably  the  interest  of  physicians 

as  possessing  his  destructive  tendenc^r  ^j^b  Scotch  or  Foreign  degrees  pracUs- 

until  he  has  made  an  attempt  upon  his  ;„^  «^..*u  ^r  4U«  t-,  ^j      a         n 

^•r       hl      ax.      r           *^i    'ii  «•      .  -^«  **iff  soutb  01  the  Tweed.    A  fircntlemaii 

lijc ;  often,  therefore,  until  all  measures  r     ,,,.,,       , 

most  be  too  late.     It  is  to  be  hoped  that  w"®  "*<*  obtained  the  doctorate  at  St. 

there  exist  means  of  improvement  in  Andrew's,  was  slandered— or  supposed 

our  acquaintance  with  the  sjnnptoms  of  himself  to  be  so,  by  another  physician ; 

a  disorder  which  is  at  present  not  re-  ^^^^^    ^^  ^^^        jj^^  ^  ^j 

cognized  until  it  is  fatal."  .    i_        i.                           i     i 

Several  other  instances  are  referred  to  ^  "a/e  been  very  strongly  depreciatory 
by  our  author  as  tending  to  establish  of  his  professional  attainments— brand- 
bis  position ;  and  his  suggestions  as  to  ing  him,  in  fact,  as  "  an  impostor," 
the  conduct  which  we  sEould  pursue  «  i^orant,"  and  as  "unfit  to  practise 
on  admitting  the  existence  of  moral  l  •  ,,  rT«i  •  j  i 
derangement,  though  not  very  definite,  P**y"«-  T*"«  J"'J  ^^  ^^^  ^PP^ar  to  have 
seem  just  and  praiseworthy.  The  ex-  attached  much  importance  to  these  spe- 
pediency  of  ascertaining  the  existence  of  cimens  of  the  odium  medicum^  nor  to 
the  state  in  question  by  positive  proofs  ^^ve  treated  professional  character  as  a 
IS  obvious,  and  indeed  more  imperative  11.1  1  •  ,  . 
than  when  we  have  to  deal  with  a  ^^""^  valuable  concern,  having  only 
metely  unsound  understanding,  inas-  mulcted  the  defendant  in  the  sum  of 
much   as  demonstrations  of  roily  are  ten  pounds  sterling.    Nevertheless,  they 

leM  formidable  than  those  of  crime.  admitted  the  principle  in  awarding  even 

The  sort  of  restraint  to  which  per-     ., ^    ' ,^'^.       , "    ,    . 

sons   labouring  under   moral  insaiity  ^«»f,  ^^''^    moderate    damages ;    but 

should  be  subjected,  is  a  question  of  deep  sn^all  as  they  were,  the  losing  party 

and  vital  importance :  at  present,  as  the  thought  them  too  much,  and  employed 

author  observes,  there    is  no  medium  counsel  to  move  for  a  rule  to  shew  cause 

!:rrr;'.:.te*r.p;Uc;tSo*f  -hytheverdictAodd  not  be  set  «ide. 

the  jury  system  to  cases  in  which  com-  ^^°^  either  a  non-suit  entered,  or  a  new 

miMions  of  lunacy  are  sought  for,  we  trial  granted.     The  ground  of  this  ap- 

fuUy  agree  with  Dr.  M.  that  it  is  often  plication,  and  the  decision  thereupon  of 

who  take  an  interest  in  these  matters,  P«>«»*»  ^  ^^ich  we  wish  to  direct  at- 

the  perusal  of  Dr.  Mayo's  pamphlet,  tention. 

The  author  himself  considers  it  as  af-  It  was  urged  that  the  plaintiff  had  a 

fording  a  mere  outline  of  the  important  ^^^^  j            ^^^^  „^  ^^^^^  f^^  ^^ 

subject  of  which  It  treats ;  but  wc  tbink  „     i- r   ^  «           i-   t^i_                   .•    . 

there  is  in  it  abundance  of  mulerie/ for  ^"fir^"''  Co»«fire  of   Physicians;   that 

reflection,  the  result  of  which  cannot  the   jury  had  found    for  the  plaintiff 

but  prove  beneficial  to  the  community.  quasi  a  legal  practitioner,  but  that  a 

*■""",  Scotch  physician  was  not  entitled   to 
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practise  in  GDgland  without  the  College        "  The  court  had  (his  lonlsbip  said) 
license;  and  consequently  that  he  had    ^A^en  time    to   consider    the  question 

heen  protected  in  a  capacity  which  the  "**«^  "*  **"**  ^j  r?>i<:*>  7«»»  whether 

,       J  .  •         rri         1  a  person  who  bad  obtained  the  desree 

law  does  not  recognize.    The  only  an-  ofdoctor  of  medicine  in  a  Scotch  uni. 

swer  to  this  which  the  counsel  for  the  versity,  in  the  College  of  St  Andrew's 

plaintiff  urged,  was,  that  his  client  had  for  instance,  could,  without  obtaining 

a  St,  Andrew's  degree— was  a  physician  ?  ^^^  from  the  College  of  Physicians 

.    c    .1     1       J     ^.      ^  •!  11  ^  London,  maintain  an  action,  m  the 

in  Scodand,  and  consequenUy  equally  a  eharacter  of  a  physician,  in  this  ^untry. 

physician  in  England,  the  two  countries  Their  loidships  were  of  opinum  that 

being  united.     When  the  case  had  been  he  could  not ;  and  they  came  to  that 

heard,  Lord  Dcnman  said,  that  before  conclusion  on  the  words  of  the  sUtote 

«  «,-«  «,  ..1,1  ^^r.^^^  r^-  ^i^^A^^  »^.:».*    14  *"<*  1^  Hen-  VITL,  c.  6.    The  first 
a  mail  c(  uld  recover  for  slander  against    section  declared  who   should    practise 

him  in  any  business,  it  was  first  neces-    as  physicians  in   London.    The  thiid 

sary  to  shew  that  he  carried  on  such    section  of  that  statute  recited,  that  in 

business  lawfully ;  but  whether  a  Scotch    ^e  dioceses  out  of  London  it  was  not 

diploma,  without   an  English  license,    p^^^  ^""^  ^?¥  ^  ''^""'^  P*«  ^^ 
,.\       ,>,  1      1.       1  1       to  practise  medicine,   as   required  by 

did  or  did  not  so  legahze  the  party,  he    ^  fi„t  gecti^n ;  and  it  enacted,  that 

was  not  prepared  to  say.    This,  which    henceforth  no  man  should  practise  in 

was  merely  an  adjournment  of  the  cause    such  place  *'  without  a  letter  of  license 

on  the  part  of  his  Lordship,  in  Older  that    ^^^  ^^   College  of  Physicians,    cx- 
,        .  f .   1      I  _^  •    xi-   1        r.i       cept    the    graduates  of  the    UniTersi- 

he  might  clearly  ascerUin  the  law  of  the    ^ies  of  OxPoid  and  Cambridge,  which 

case,  was  forthwith  construed,  by  some  of    both  accorded  him  all   things  for  his 

our  contemporaries,  into  the  expression  of   advantage  without  any  grace."     Thia 

an  intention,  by  Lord  Denman,  to  give    »**V"*^  v  ^*^^  -^^  c^I^I^n  ""^  ^^"^1"^ 
.   J  ^  .  '^-      J.       I    /i .  such  a  license  in  the  College  of  Phy- 

judgment  in  opposition  to  what  his  pre-    gi^j^^g .  ^^  ^o^  Holt,  ancfthe  rest  if 

decessors  had  declared  to  be  legal ;  his  the  Court,  in  the  case  of  the  College  of 

remarks  being  made,  as  we  were  told,  Physicians  v.  Lovett  (Lord  Raymond's 

•*  notwithstanding  the  recoided  decisions  Report,  472),  decided  that  even  a  m- 

r  1      r    au      •  J        n       1  •!  duate  of  the  University  of  Oxford  or 

of    several    of    the  judges;"    while,  Cambridge  could  not  p4ctise  as  a  pby- 

again,  we  were  farther  favoured  with  the  gician  within  London,  or  seven  miles  of 

information  (not  by  Lord  Denman,  but  it,  except  by  letters  of  license  from  the 

by  the  worthy  and  sagacious  editor)  that  College  of  Physicians.    A  simihir  opi- 

ii*i.^„^^:^«.    i^ I     *i.   j'-^  *i       c  "Mon  was  also  held  in  the  case  of  the 

•*  the  verdicts  given  under  the  diitHJtion  of  College  of  Physicians  t..  West,  in  10 

the  judges,  agamst  graduates  in  medi-  Modem  Reports,  343,  and  those  decisions 
cine  and  members  of  the  College  of  Snr-  must  bind  the  Court  in  the  present  in- 
geons,  were  contrary  to  law:^    That  the    stance.     In  the  latter  of  these  cases  the 

Chief  Justice  did  not  take  the  opinion    S^,"!1^1Tk**^J?o!^^^^^^ 
...  -  ,  4    -         clause  in  the  statute,  none  should  prac- 

of  this  great  [crowner's  quest]  law  tise  in  the  country  without  a  license  from 
authority,  instead  of  that  of  the  Judges  the  President  and  three  Elects,  unless  he 
of  the  land,  must  be  attributed  to  some    were  a  graduate  of  one  of  the  Universities 

pec«li«i^.  notto«yobli,uitj.  in  the  ?i2  A?  .'lo'iS;:%.t^'tTb1t 

consUtuUon  of  his  mind ;  but  it  so  hap-  the  plaintiff  here  had  no  right  to  prac- 

pens  that  his  lordship,  after  having  duly  tise  as  a  physician  in  the  country  with- 

weighed  the  case,  and  satisfied  himself  <>ut  a  license  from  the  College  of  Phy- 

of  the  law,  came  to  a  decision  diametri-  «j™f »  altliough  there  was  not  in  tie 
...  i.  .1  .  1 .  1  statute  any  penalty  imposed  upon  bim 
cally  the  reverse  of  that  which  our  con  fo,  ^  doing.  This  action,  it  wis  there- 
temporary  instructed  him  to  give,  and  fore  clear,  could  not  be  maintained  by 
pronounced  that  which  follows : —  him  in  respect  of  slander  upon  him  in  a 
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prafession  which  by  law  he  had  no  right  be  perfectly  knowu  and  understood.    In 

dictum  of  Lord  Chtef^ustice  Mansfield,  ^achers,  as  is  done  at  Edinburgh  and 
iu  which  he  was  supposed  to  say,  that  other  Universities,  ought  to  be  admitted 
since  the  Union  a  degree  conferred  by  as  a  legal  qualification  to  practise ;  and 
the  Scotch  Universities  had  the  same  ^e  suspect  the  day  is  not  far  disUnt 
eflect  as  a  degree  conferred  by  the  Eng-  _  i  •*  'it  a  x.  w  .  • 
lish  Univerefties.  The  Court  did  not  '^^^''  *'  '"*"  ^^**^  to  be  so.  But  in 
think  that  Loid  Chief  Justice  Mansfield  ■"c'"  case  the  graduates  of  Oxford  and 
meant  to  imply  any  such  thing ;  but,  if  Cambridge  ought  to  stand  on  a  foot- 
he  did,  they  were  of  opinion  that  the  ing  of  equality  with  others-certainly 

dictum  was  totally  unwarrantable  by  .1.^ {".      Tat-  j       ^ 

any  authority.    The  verdict  given  for  ^^^  ""^^^^  °^'  ^  ^*^«  *°^  advantage 
the  plaintiff,  with  20/.  damages,  must  ^^^^  them;   their  degree  ought  not,  as 
therefore  be  set  aside,  and  the  judgment  at  present,  to  confer  a  power  to  prac- 
f^  J®  ^,®"'^  ""*^  ^^  fi^^^®"  "*'  *®  ^®-  tise,  independently  of  the   College  of 
"^  Physicians.  It  is  one  of  the  many  grave 
It  thus  appears  that  a  physician  with  points  which  deserve  the  attention  of  the 
a  Scotch  degree,  but  without  the  Col-  Parliamentary  Committee,  whether  this 
lege  license,  cannot  recover  damages  principle  of  acting,  as  a  check  upon 
for  being  called  an  impostor, — and  whe-  degree-giving  institutions,  should  not  be 
ther  the  law   be  a  good  or  a  bad  one  retained,  under  certain  modifications  and 
is  not  now  the  point,*— let  it  be  only  restrictions ;  and  among  others,  that  of 
kept  in  mind  that  it  it  the  law.    Lord  making  it  imperative  on  the  graduate  in 
Mansfield,  indeed,  was  supposed  to  have  medicine,  so  long  as  degrees  are  con- 
held    that  a  Scotch  degree  was  equi-  ferred  by  those  who  teach,  to  receive  the 
valent  to  an  English  one ;  but  we  be-  license  of  an  independent  body—- such 
lieve  that  all  other  judges  have  difiered  license,  however,  being  equally  valid  on 
from    him   in    opinion,    and    the   de-  either  side  of  the  Tweed  or  of  the  Irish 
cision  arrived  at  by  Lord  Deuman  is  Channel, 
that  on  which   the  highest  authorities  ""^ 
have  concurred.    It  is  of  importance  to          THE  LATE  BARON  PERCY, 
be  aware  that  practising  as  a  physician  A  host  of  Baron  Percy,  the  eminent 
beyond  the  distance  of  seven  miles  from  military  surgeon,  is  about  to  be  placed 
London,  without  a  license  from  the  Col.  in  the  Academy  of  Medicine.    Tlie  re- 
•           /  -Tki      .  .          .           .1  port  on  the  propriety  of  its  admission 
lege  of  Physicians,   is  a  misdemeanor  ^as  drawn  up  b v  Desgenettes,  who  paid 

said  to  be  punishable  by  common  in-  a  handsome  tribute  to  the  memory  of 

formation ;  but,  in  fact,  apparently  en-  ^is  old  friend.    The  standing  order  is, 

tailing  on  the  party  only  the  negative  ^**  "«  ^a^\?\  P'""*"'!  ""{  *'^™^"^T 

J.    J*    ^  /«   .  1.1    ..  .  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Academy  till 

disadvantage  of  bemg  unable  to  sustain  ^^  has  been  dead  for  at  least  five  years. 

an  action  m  his  professional  capacity.  M.  Percy  died  in  1826 ;  and  the  present 

This  is  undoubtedly  an  incongruous  application  has  been  made  by  Madame 

and  unsatisfactory  state  of  matters;  and  ^*   Baronne,  who  employed   David  to 

.        ,  ^    i>i  \  execute  a  splendid  marble  bust  of  her 

though    we  cannot,  like  our  contem-  deceased  husband. 

porary,  imply  that  Lord  Denman  should  ^___ 

OB  his  own  proper  authority  .et  wide  jhe^icaL  RESPONSIBILITT  IN 

the  law,  mstead  of  administering  it,  yet  FRANCE 

we  do  opine  that  it  were  more  natural  _      ,r-  •      «    1    «     1        «      .«.       1 

J         •*     ^  X     L  J-    1     J  The  Visigoths  had  a  law,  that  if  a  phy- 

and  consistent  to  have  medical  educa-  gieian  were  called  in  to  a  case,  and  took 

tion  so  regulated  that  the  value  of  difle-  charge  of  it,  he  was  bound  to  effect  a 

rent  diplomas  and  designations  should  cure.    If  the  patient  died,  the  physi- 
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cian   was  immediately  delivered  up  to  ration  and  drawing  of  wbich  wo»  exhi. 

the  friends  of  the  deceased,   that  they  hi  ted),  a  clot  of  h!<K)d  was  contained  m 

miKht  do   what  they  liked  with   hini.  t^e  cavity  of   the  fibrous  tumor.      Bat 

uit^^uv  uu    wiiai.   uM%^j                «^^^i„:„  where  those  tumors  continue  to  increase 

Some  of  the  French  joumahstecom^^  ^.^^^^  ^^            ^^      ^^^^^^  ^^ilagi. 

pitcously  that    the  laws   affecting  the  ^^us,  and  have  neither  arteries  nor  veins 

profession  in  France,  at  the  present  day,  containing  red  blood ;  calcareous  deposi- 

are  not  less  severe.     A  case  lately  oc-  ^^^g  ^^^  found   in  their  substance,  and 

curred  at  Evreux,  in  which  a  M.  Thouret-  ly^^y  are  often  ultimately  converted  into  a 

Noroy,  in  consecjiience  of  alleged  mala-  mass  of  carbonate  and  phosphate  of  lime, 

Eraxis,    by    accidentally  injuring    the  which  is  sometimes  so  bard  as  to  admit  of 

rachial  artery,  so  as  to  render  ampu-  a  polish  like  marble, 

tation  necessary,  was  mulcted  in  heavy  Bayle  considers  this  sort  of  bodies  as 

damaffes ;    and  having   appealed  to   a  osseous,  and  Audral  as  an  ossiform  trans- 

higher  tribunal,  had  400 'fT.  more  laid  formation.      The  latter  a^soappe«mi  to 

on^hn,  by  way  of  interest  on  his  for-  ^-f^^^^Pj^  ol"'^ ~^^^^ 

mer  fine.  cretions,  however,   on    its  bciuif  divided 

with  a  hammer,  the  tibia  of  a  chicken 

' ^  was    found    in    its     centre;     the    mass 

was     ascertained    to   consist     of    phos- 
MEDICO-CHIRURGICAL  SOCIETY,  phate   of  lime;  and   a  second   calculus, 
rn      ^      «r     oT  iM(  belonging  to    the    same    professor,   con- 
Tuesday.  May  27. 18W.  ^.^^|  a  number   of  crystals    of  ammo- 

—  niaco-magnesian  phosphate.    But  Dr.  Lee 

On  Fibro.Calcareaui   Tumors,  and  Polypi  rf  '^'JS^^^^^^l  the«e  concretions  were  pro- 

the   Uten^s,      By   RoBEax   Lee,  M.ll  '^J^rT^^Tl^  ocSh  wn^nn    whna. 

F.R.S.  Physician  to  the  British  Lying-  ^  I,^  ^^^  «"«  «f  «?  f»f^  Z'^'^Vt  I  ?** 

;«  iti«l«st/i    fii«  Q*    Mnrvlphonp  fnfir  hody  was  examined  at  the  Marylebone  In- 

"  .^T^  Marylebone  Infir-  ^Jf       ^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^^ 

mary,  etc.  «c.  ^^^  peritoneal  coat  of  the  fundus  uteri, 

Dr.  Lee  recognizes  three  classes  of  uterine  several  small  fibrous  tumors  with  caleare. 

diseases  which  are  attended  with  altera-  ous  deposits.     A  soft,  yellowish-coloured, 

tion  of  structure.     1.  Those  produced  by  calcareous  tumor,    about    the  size  of  a 

inflammation,  atrophy,  or  hypertrophy,  of  goose's  egg,  was  found  situated  under  the 

any  of  the  textures  of  the  uterus;  2,  mose  lining  membrane  at  the f)osterior part,  and 

arising  from  tumors  developed  in  the  pa-  distending  the  cavi^  of  the  uterus,  like  an 

rietes  of  the  organ,  or  from  enlargement  ovum  at  the  end  of  the  second  month  of 

of  the  glands  about  its  orifice,  but  not  of  gestation.    The  existence  of  any  organic 

a  malignant  form ;  and,  3,  those  result-  disease  of  the  uterus  was  not  ascertained 

ing  from  a  malianant  specific  action  of  the  in  this  case  before  death. 

nteruB,  by  which  its  different  textures  and  Dr.  Lee  proceeds  to  give  an  account 

adjacent  parts  become  disorganized.    Of  of  several  other  tumors  of  the  same  da- 

the  first  class,  the  author  has  treated  in  scription  which    he  examined.     In  one 

the  15th  and  16th  vols,  of  the  Mcdico«  of  tnem  there  was  the  curious  additional 

Chirurgical  Transactions ;  and  in  the  pre-  peculiarity  of  an  atrophied  uterus.     Atro- 

scnt  communication  he  confines  himself  to  phy  of  the  uterus,  the  author  takes  oeoa- 

the  second  class.  sion  to  observe,  is  a  very  rare  disease. 

Fibrous  tumors  of  the  uterus  are  some-  of  which  he  has  met  with  only  two  ex- 

'   times  met  with,  not  larger  than  a  pea;  amples.    In  a  specimen  of  the  affection, 

but  occasionally  they  are  the  size  of  a  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Griffiths,  of  Pim- 

cricket-ball,  or  even  of  the  gravid  uterus  lico,   tne  muscular  structure  has  disiq). 

in  the  ninth  month.     When  cut  into,  the^  peared ;  and  being  inflated,  is  transparent, 

presents  laminated  or  radiated  semicarti-  like  a  hog*8  bladder.    This  is  what  Wal- 

laginous  structure.    Sometimes,  however,  ter,  in  1786,  described  as  a  membranoiis 

they  have  a  granular  appearance,  as  if  uterus. 

made  up  of  smaller  tumors,  each  enve*  Some  cases  are  mentioned  by  the  author, 

loped  in  a  thin  capsule  of  cellular  mem-  m  which  acute  pain  in  the  hypogastrinm, 

brane.    Their  colour  is  generally  a  yellow-  with  ulceration  of  the  uterus,  and  profuse 

ish  white;    sometimes  an  ash-grey,  ap-  discharges  of  bloodand  pus  from  tJie  vagina, 

{»roaching  to  dark  slate.    They  are  vascu-  were  the  consequences  of  the  presence  of 

ar,    arteries  and  veins    of  considerable  these  calcareous  tumors.    In  one  of  these 

murnitude  running  into  their  substance,  cases,  the  patient,  aged  62,  after  suffering 

ana  occasionally  cavities  containing  dark-  excruciating  pain,  with  uilusually  copious 

coloured  gelatinous  fluid  are  found  in  their  and  fretid    ctischarge,    passed    from    the 

central  ])arts.    In  one  specimen  (a  prepa-  vagina  several  {portions  of  small  irregular- 
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shaped  concretions,  having  a  worm-eaten  tion  embedded  in  the  walls  of  the  utenis. 

appearance.     She  died«   howeter,    some  Dr.  Lee  has  met  with  no  case  in  which 

time  after,  ^ith  symptoms  of  peritonitis ;  those  tumors  have  been  found  in  the  fallo- 

and  on  the  exammation  of  the  body  Uie  pian  tubes ;   and  Dr.  BaiUie  states  that 

fundus  and  body  of  the  uterus  were  found  their  existence  in  that  situation  is  a  very 

extensirely  disorganized.    A  large  fibro-  rare    occurrence.      Their  proper  locality 

calcareous  tumor  filled  up  the  hollow  of  seems  to  be  either  in  the  cellular  mem. 

the  sacrum,    and    displaced  the  rectum,  brane,  under  the  peritoneal  coat,  or  be. 

A  portion  of  this  tumor,  as  well  as  several  tween  the  layers  of  the  muscular  or  mid> 

other  calcareous  concretions,   were  exa*  die  coat,  or  immediately  below  its  internal 

mined  for  the  author  by  Dr.  Bostock ;  and  or  mucous  membrane.    It  is  not  until  they 

an  abstract  of  the  results  may  be  seen  in  hare  attained  considerable  size  that  their 

oar  last  number  but  one.  existence  ean  be  guessed  at  during  life : 

M.  Louis,  in  the  "  Memoires  de  PAca-  they  then  produce  all  the  injurious,  and 

demie  de  la  Chirurgie,"  torn,  ii.,  has  given  ultimately  fatal,  effects  of  enlarged  ovaries, 

some  curious  cases  of  this  affection ;  and  by  interrupting  the  circulation,  and  press- 

Schenkios  has  collected  from  the  works  of  ing  on  the  bladder  and  other  contiguous 

ancient  authors  the  histories  of  some  ex-  viscera. 

tiaordinaiy  cases  of  «o>ief  discharged  iVom  Chaussier,   in    1813,  presented  to  the 

the  uterus  during  life,  and  discovered  in  School  of  Medicine  in  Paris  the  uterus  of 

the    oigan   alter  death :  all  which  go  to  a  woman  who  died  in  labour,  in  which 

prove  that  the  complaint  in  question  is  no  there  was  contained  a  fibro.cartilaginous 

novelty  in  the  world.  tumor,  as  large  as  the  fist,  embedded  in  the 

Bnt  pathologists  do  not  seem  to  have  walls  of  the  neck  of  the  uterus.    It  had 

made  any  very   early   or   very   efficient  formed  such  an  obstacle  to  labour,  that 

inquiries  into  the  nature  and  origin  of  the    head  of  the  child  was    crushed  to 

these  uterine  tumors.    Dr.  Lee  considers,  pieces  in  its  passage  through  the  pelvis. 

from  a  recent  examination  of  some  of  the  Several  similar  cases  have  been  noticed  by 

preparations  in  the  Museum  of  Glasgow,  Dr.    Merriman,  the  hite  Dr.  Gooch,  M. 

that  Dr.  W.  Hunter  was  the  first  who  Deneux,  and  others. 

was  in  anv  manner  acquainted  with  the  When  embedded  in  the  muscular  fibre* 

nature  ana  peculiarities  of  these   struc-  of  the  uterus,  the  organ  becomes  hypertro- 

tnrea      Dr.   BaiUie  was  led  to  suppose,  phied,  and  greatly  altered  in  shape.    Dr. 

in    1787,  that  calcareous  tumors  of  the  Lee  exhibited  a  preparation,  in  which  a 

uterus   commence  in   the   fibrous  form ;  fibrous  tumor  was  situated  under  the  peri- 

but  he  had  only  met  with  a  single  instance  toneum,  and  a  layer  of  muscular  fibres  of 

of   the    disease.     Bayle,    Bico&t,    Roux,  the  fundus  uteri,  which  projects  upwards. 

Brescbet,  Andral,  and  others,  have  also,  Hie  patient  died  of  other  disease,  at  the 

in  some  respects,  admitted  the  same  hypo-  age  of  46. 

thesis;  bnt  Dr.  Craigie,  in  his  Pathological  Fibrous  tumors  occurring  in  the  proper 

Anatomy,  doubts  whether  the  tumors  be  structure    of   the    uterus  seem  to  entail 

not  the  production  of  the  mucous  chorion,  sterility,  or  at  least  an  abortive  habit,  the 

Dr.  Lee  is  of  opinion  that  the  greater  organ    being   rendered  incapable  of  the 

number  of  these  tumors   never   exhibit  Hecessary  developments.     Death  also  may 

a  muscular  or  fleshy  appearance  at  any  occur  under  such  circumstances  from  ute- 

period  of  their  existence  (as  M.  Bayle  sup.  rine  hemorrhage,  the  body  of  the  utenis 

poses  they  do,)  but  that  they  have  a  fibrous  being  de^tute  of  the  power  of  contract, 

structure,  equally  distinct,  when  not  laiiger  ing.     Some  cases  of  this  description  were 

than  a  pea,  and  when  exceeding  in  mag-  related  by  Dr.  Lee. 

nitude  the  head  of  the  human  adult.  With  regard  to  diagnosis,  it  can  perhaps 

There  are  sometimes   several  of  these  only  be  said   that  we  may  suspect  the 

fibrous  tumors  present  together  in  the  walls  existence    of  fibro-calcareous   tumors   in 

of  the  uterus ;  and  not  unfrequently  they  those  individuals  who,  being  advanced  be- 

are  combined  with  cysts  and  tumors  of  the  yond  the  middle  period  of  life,  suffer  habi. 

ovaries.     The v  have  no  disposition  to  de-  tually  from  leucorrha3aldischarge,and  from 

generate  into  the  malignant  form,  although  menorrhaffia,  with  sense  of  wei^t  in  the 

in  persons  who  have  cancerous  affections  uterus  and  adjacent  organs.    The  disease 

of  various  internal  organs.    There  is  no  called  irritable  uterus  is  sometimes  refer- 

reason  to  believe  that  they  ever  exist  pre-  able  to  the  presence  of  fibrous  tumor  in 

vious  to  puberty.    M.  Bayle  says  that  they  the  organ. 

are  most  commonly  met  with  in  women  in  When  the  tumor  is  developed  beneath 

whom  the  physical  sl^ns  of  virginity  are  the  lining  membrane  of  the  uterus,  it  dis- 

present;  and  that  in  20  out  of  100  women  tends  the  cavity  like  an  ovum ;  but  by  the 

who  have  reached  the  middle  period  of  powerful  action  of  the  muscular  coats  it  U 

life,  the  fibrous  tumor  is  found  on  dissec-  gradually  forced  into  the  vagina,  where  it 
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may  undergo  various  changes  of  structure,  the  consistence  and  form  of  the  pedon- 

Sometimes  it  becomes  highly  vascular  and  cle  depend,  but  on  the  quantity  of  mus- 

inflamed ;  it  ulcerates  and  sloughs,  and  cular  hbre  carried  before  the  tamor.    l£  a 

gives  rise  to  most  of  the  symptoms  of  ma-  ligature  be  applied  around  the  root  of  one 

lignant  disease  of  the  uterus.  oi  these  fibrous  tumors  or  polypi,  it  is  evi- 

A  case  of  this  kind  was  met  with  in  the  dent,  if  his  views  be  correct,  that  a  per- 
Marylebone  Infirmary,  in  February  1833.  tion  of  the  uterus  itself  must  be  removed; 
The  patient  was  44  years  of  age,  and  had  and  he  thinks  this  will  account,  in  some 
suffered  for  many  months  flrom  pain  in  the  measure,  for  the  fatal  attacks  of  phlebitis, 
hypogastrium,  with  profuse  dischaige  of  and  other  affections,  whidi  sometimes 
serum,  blood,  and  pus,  fh>m  the  vagina,  succeed  to  the  removal  of  uterine  polypi 
She  had  a  peculiar  sallow  complexion —  by  the  ligature  and  other  methods, 
had  become  much  emaciated^and  died  When  the  tumor  is  laige,  and  is  at* 
with  the  usual  svmptoms  of  maligiiant  tached  to  the  fundus  uteri  1^  a  thick  neek, 
fungoid  disease  ot  the  os  uteri.  On  exa-  Dr.  Lee  gave  cases  to  illustrate  the  fact 
mination  after  death,  the  uterus  was  found  that  inversion  of  the  organ,  in  the  unim- 
to  contain  coagulated  blood.  Beneath  the  pregnated  state,  is  sometimes  produced  by 
X)eritoneum  of  the  fundus  was  seen  a  pedl-  it  He  also  related  a  case  which  oocunvd 
culated  fibrous  tumor,  the  size  of  a  wal-  at  the  St.  Marylebone  Infirmary,  in  which 
nut.  From  the  mucous  surface  there  grew  a  fibrous  tumor,  as  large  as  a  child^s  bead. 
a  pyriform  tumor,  the  greater  part  of  had  passed  suddenly  fhmi  the  vagina,  and 
which  passed  through  the  os  uteri,  and  ^ven  rise  to  appearances  which  strikingly 
filled  the  upper  part  of  the  vagina.  In  the  resembled  inversion  of  the  uterus.  The 
muscular  tissue  of  the  uterus  was  another  preparation  of  the  tumor  clearly  showed 
tumor,  the  size  of  a  large  walnut  The  that  its  neck  consisted  of  the  lining  mem- 
orifice  of  the  uterus  and  the  vagina  were  brane  of  the  uterus,  and  of  a  thick  layer 
in  a  healthy  state.  A  preparation  of  this  of  hypertrophied  muscular  tissue,  which 
very  interesting  case  was  exhibited,  shew-  had  been  pressed  before  it  into  the  vagina, 
ing  distinctly  the  different  localities  which  These  laborious  researches  on  the  pa- 
the  fibrous  tumor  of  the  uterus  may  oc-  thology  of  fibrous  tumors  and  polypi  of 
cupy  in  the  progress  of  its  development,  the  uterus,  are,  we  conceive,  highly  calcu- 
and*  demonstrating,  that  what  is  generally  lated  to  dispel  much  of  that  obscuritj 
termed  polypus  of  the  uterus  is  nothing  which  has  hitherto  enveloped  their  origin 
but  one  of  these  fibrous  tumors  under  tbe  and  their  treatment 
lining  membrane.  Dr.  Lee  shewed  ano-  • 
ther  preparation,  which  was  presented  to  - 
him  by  the  late  Mr.  Wood,  which,  how- 

ever,  demonstrated  satisfactorily  that  all  db.  RIOBVS 
polypi  of  the  uterus  have  not  this  origin,  and 

that  the  mucous  polypus  of  Herbiniaux  MIDWIFERY  HOSPITAL  REPORTS, 
is  a  disease  of  the  glands  of  the  os  and 

cervix  uteri.    Another  beautiftil  pi«para-  oenbrai.  lying-in  hospital. 

tion  and  drawing  were  shewn,  to  prove  [Condaded  from  p.  869.1 

that  there  is  a  tumor  sometimes  formed  

under  the  lining  membrane  of  the  fundus 

uteri,  which  might  be  termed  polypus,  but  prsapERAL  pever. 

which  is  essenUaUy  different  in  atiiicturB  Scarcely  any  serious  cases  of  puerperal 

from    the    fibrous   tumor  previously  de-  fever  have  occurred  during  the  year,  except 

scnbcd  in  the  paper.    This  tumor  consists  in  an  out-patient,  of  whi3i  case  I  unfortu- 

ofacongenaiof  small  cysts,  filled  with  a  nately  took   no  notes.    Incipient  symp. 

Uansparent  fluid,  the  whole  being  covered  toms,  viz.  abdominal    pain,    the  uterua 

by  the  lining  membrane  of  the  uterus.  swoUen  and  tender,  the  milk  and  lochia 

In  the  subsequent  nart  of  the  paper.  Dr.  suppressed,  gi^t  anxiety,  kc.  have  shewed 

Lee  related  cases,  and  exhibited  prepara-  themselves  in  several  instances ;  but  ther 

tions,  to  prove  that  when  the  fibrous  tumor  were  instantly  checked  by  a  larve  linseS- 

18  covered  only  by  the  lining  membrane  of  meal  poultice,  a  dose  of  calomel  and  pul- 

the  uterus,  the  peduncle  is  slender,  and  vis  antimonialis,  and  injections  of  warm 

consists  only  of  lining  naeinbrane,  a  few  water  into  the  vagina.   The  following  case, 

small  blood-vessels,  and  ceUular  substance ;  among  several  others,  is  a  specimen, 

but  that  the  peduncle  is  short  and  thick  April  11th,  1833.— Frances  Clarke,  «t. 

when  the  tumor  has  pressed  before  it  a  31 ;  delivered  of  a  girij  third  child:  first 

layer  also  of  the  muscular  coat  of  the  position. 

uterus.    He  is  disposed  to  believe  that  it  13th.— Abdomen  has  become  very  ten. 

is  not  on  the  pnmitive  state  of  the  tumor,  der ;  the  uterus  is  swollen  and  hard;  the 

or  polypus,  as  Herbiniaux  supposed,  that  pain,  which  is  confined  to  it,  is  without  in- 
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tennission,  and  greatly  increased  on  pres-  attention  which  I  think  they  merit,  and  in 

sure.      Face  fluuied;  headache;    tongne  many  instances  are  prodnctire  of  much 

coated  with  a  thin  white  fur ;  poise  106;  constitutional  derangement    Where,  from 

lochia  sparing  and  foetid ;  several  portions  weakness,  or  a  mistaken  notion  that  it  is 

of  putrid  ooagulum  have  come  away.    A  injurious  to  rise  from  the  horizontal  pos- 

linseed-meal  poultice,  which  had  been  ap-  ture,  the  patient  has  preserved  this  posi- 

plied  before  I  saw  her,  having  produced  tion  for  some  time  after  labour,  the  lochia 

but  little  relief,  I  ordered  eighteen  leeches  is  apt  to  collect  in  the  vagina,  as  also  any 

to  the  part,  followed  by  another  poultice,  coagula  which  would  otherwise  have  been 

and  a  powder  of  hyd.  submur.  gr.  viij. ;  expelled.    From  the  temperature  of  the 

pnlv.  antim.gr.  iv.    The  pain  soon  became  parts,  and  the  action  of  the  external  air, 

lemitient ;  this  was  succeeded  by  distinct  they  soon  become  more  or  less  putrid,  and 

intermissionsi  the  duration  of  which  in-  cannot  but  exert  a  highly  prejudicial  ef- 

creued.    This  being  the  case,  and  the  feet  upon  the  system.    In  many^cases  of 

pulse  having  become  soft  and  slower,  she  uterine  phlebitis,  which  is  Inr  far  the  most 

bad  twenty  drops  of  liq.  opii  sedativ.  ex  common  form  of  puerperal  fever  which  oc- 

aquA.  menth.  pip.,  and  the  vagina  was  curs  in  this  metropolis,  I  have  distinctly 

washed  out  witii  an  injection  of  warm  wa-  traced  the  inflammation  of  the  uterine 

ter  at  night-time.  veins  to  this  cause ;  and  for  the  last  three 

14th. Feels  easy  and  comfortable ;  lit-  years  have  made  a  point  that,  wherever  it 

tie  or  no  pain  of  abdomen ;  pulse  soft ;  was  possible,  the  patient  should  sit  up  in 

tongue  cleaner;  has  passed  a  comfortable  bed  to  suckle  her  child,  and  altcayt  kneel 

night;  bowels  opened  two  or  three  times  to  evacuate  the  bladder.    By  thus  occa- 

during  the  night.    This  morning  has  had  sionally  assuming  the  upright  posture,  the 

a  good  deal  of  diarrhoea,  with  tenesmus.  lochia  nas  had  the  opportunity  of  draining 

„  __   -       ^    ^i          •••WIT  away,  and  any  coagula  lodging  in  the  pas- 

R  Hyd.  c.  CretA,  gr.  i?j.;  Pulv.  Ipecac.  ''  ^aye  been   expelled.      The   rSief 

comp.  gr.  vj.  staum.  thereby  afforded  I  need  not  describe,  for  it 

15th. Quite  easy.  is  too  well  known  to  every  practitioner. 

Wherever  there  has  been  an  attack  of  ab- 

Perhaps  nothing  is  of  greater  importance  dominal  pain  after  labour,  with  the  slight- 
towards  forming  a  correct  view  of  a  case  est  fostor  about  the  patient,  injections  of 
of  puerperal  fever,  than  accurately  notic-  warm  water  into  the  vagina  have  been 
inff  the  eharaeter  of  the  pain ;  the  pulse  it.  had  recourse  to,  and  in  many  severe  cases 
ceff  is  not  a  surer  guide.  Were  we  not  to  of  puerperal  fever  have  proved  a  most  in- 
attend  to  the  character  of  the  pain,  it  valuable  remedy ;  the  tenderness  and  hard- 
would  be  nearly  impossible  to  distinguish  ness  of  the  uterus  have  subsided,  the 
the  gradual  transition  which  frequently  lochia  has  returned,  and  an  amendment 
takes  place,  from  common  after-pains  to  In  all  the  symptoms,  so  marked,  that  in 
actual  inflammation.  We  frequently  see  one  almost  hopeless  case  the  patient 
cases  where,  if  the  severity  of  the  pain  and  would  not  allow  the  syringe  to  be  out  of 
quickness  of  the  pulse  alone  were  oonsi-  her  reach. 

dered,  we  should  have  instant  recourse  to  During  the  months  of  June,  July,  and 

the  limcet,  and  yet  where  we  find  that  an  Angust,  when  the  weather  was  at*  times 

opiate  will  scarcely  ever  fail  to  relieve  the  very  sultry,  a  number  of  patients  were 

one  and  moderate  the  other.     This  is  not  seized,  after  labour,  with  intense  pain  of 

inflammation;  the  pain  is  not  constant;  the  head,  greatheat  of  surface,  pulse  above 

it  has  either  complete  intermissions,  or  at  130,  and  an  irregular  patchy  efflorescence, 

least  evident -remissions;  and  by  pressure  occasionally  attended  with  sore    throat 

very  gradually  applied,  so' far  from  being  The  duration  of  the  rash  was  very  irregu- 

increased,  it  will  even  be  relieved.    On  the  lar,  going  in  and  re-appearing  two  or  three 

other  hand,  the  pain  of  inflammation  is  times  during  the  attack.    In  some  cases  no 

constant;  and  apply  the  pressure  how  you  desquamation  of  the  cuticle  followed,  but 

will,  it  invariably  produces  an  increase  of  in  others  it  was  as  extensiye  as  after  a 

snflering.    Thus,  when  we  succeed  in  di-  smart  attack  of  scarlatina ;  in  some  the 

minishing   an    attack    of  inflammation,  rash  was  scarcely  perceptible,  although  the 

more  especially  uterine  phlebitis,  the  first  heat  of  skin  was  intense ;  in  others  the  rash 

change  will  be  seen  in  the  eharaeter  of  the  was  very  vivid,  and  the  symptoms' mild. 

pain:   at  first  it  becomes  remittent;  by  I  have  some  hesitation  in  giving  thefol. 

degrees  it  intermits  entirely  for  a  few  mo-  lowing  case,  on  account  of  the  unavoidable 

ments;  the  intervals  become  longer  and  minuteness  of  its  details,  and  great  length ; 

more  frequent;  and  thus  it  gradually  dis-  but  it  is  so  interesting,  that  I  trust  I  shall 

appears.  be  excused  occupying  so  much  of  your  va- 

The  state  of  the  lochia,  and  vaginal  dis  luable  pages. 

duuqges  in  general,  have  not  received  that  Aug.  7th,  l833.~Elizabeth  Gray,  set. 
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•29,  delivered  of  a  girl ;  second  child ;  third  i^ers  shriTelled,  the  skin  dark,  and  the  naila 

position.    Came  in  on  the  18th  July;  a  livid;  the  thirst  now  was  excessive;  the 

delicately  formed,  almost  Creole-lookiDg,  pulse  scarcely  perceptible,  except  daring 

Irishwoman.    Over  the  umbilicus  I  could  the  expirations,  ana  then  feeling  like  a 

hear  the  peculiar  whizzing  sound  of  the  small  thin  thread :  the  face  became  cold, 

placental  circulation^  corresponding  with  and  the  tongue  also.    She  drank  several 

iier  own  pulse ;  and  a  little  further  to  the  large  draughts  of  toast  and  water,  and 

left  I  could  distinctly  hear  a  small  clear  barley-water  in  which  a  quantity  of  sodas 

pulse,  beating  32  double  strokes  in  the  carb.  and  potass,  chlor.  was  dissolved.    A 

quarter  of  a  minute,  or  256  in  a  minnte.  starch  enema,  with  laudanum,  had  been 

jNo  pains- coming  on,  she  left  the  hospital,  retained,  and  kept  the  bowels  quiet  for  a 

Returned  on  the  7th  of  August   Could  not  time ;  but  now  large  quantities  of  rice* 

hear  any  foetal  pulsation,  but  the  placen-  water  fluid  came  away  at  short  intervals, 

tal  sound  was  in  the  same  place.    Os  uteri  Half  a  table- spoonful  of  sods  mur.,  with 

about  an  inch  open;  head  low;  no  liq.  tinct.  opii,  was  dissolved  in  a  small  quan- 

amnii  between  it  and  the  membranes ;  su-  tity  of  warm  water,  and  thrown  up  the 

tura  sagittalis  crossing  in  the  right  oblique  rectum,  but  it  returned  immediately ;  this 

diameter;  a  fontanelle  to  be  felt  towards  was  repeated  two  or  three  times,  but  not 

the  left  foramen  ovale,  but  could  not  reach  retained.     A  large  sinapism,  which  had 

it  sufficiently  to  ascertain  which  it  was.  seemed  to  relieve  her  at  first,  was  again 

The  child  was  bom  with  the  face  turned  heated  and  applied  to  the  abdomen ;  and 

towards  the  back  part  of  its  mother's  left  she  was  allowed  to  drink  as  much  of  the 

thigh.    Had  a  slight  attack  of  fever,  with-  above-mentioned  drinks    as  she  wished, 

out  pain  of  abdomen ;  it  partook  much  of  adding  some  sp.  ammon.  aromat  to  eveiy 

the  scarlatina  character  of  the  febrile  at-  cupful.    The  stomach  now  remained  quiet 

tacks  which  have  lately  prevailed.  for  some  time;  and  some  egg  aud  brandy 

16th. — Has    been   purged   during    the  were  given.    The  breathing  became  gra- 

night,  with  tenesmus.  dually  less  anxious,  the  pulse  more  per- 

«« 1  «^   ^    «^  1     »  ceptible,  and  the  icy  coldness  of  the  hoods 

R  PiL  Hyd.,  Paly.  Ipecac,  comp.  aa.  gr.  abated.     A  small  doSe  of  hydr.  c.  cretA 

V.    M.  ft.  PU.  ij.  staUm  sumend.  ^^g  grjyen  about  four  in  the  morning ;  and 

the  egg  and  brandy  continued  in  small 

17th.— Bowels  quieted  by  the  medicine,  quantities.    The  cramps  in  the  legs  also 

19tte— Bowels  have  been  again  severely  ceased,  and  she  slept  for  a  short  time.     As 

relaxed,  by  which  she  is  much  weakened,  morning  approached  she  slept  again ;  the 

Pills  repeated  without  effect    At  half-past  pulse  rose  perceptibly  ;  the  hands  became 

five  P.M.  she  had  a  smart  fainting  fit ;  I  saw  warm  ;  no  vomiting  or  purging.    The  egg 

her  at  six.    The  countenance  much  al  and  brandy  were  continuea  with  evident 

tered,  the  eyes  sunk,  and  the  skin  beneath  benefit;  has  drank  very  largely,  and  slept ; 

them  very  dark;  the  lips  as  if  tightly  Toice  better. 

strained  upon  the  teeth.    The  evacuations        At  seven  she  had  a  copious  evacuation  of 

which  poured  away  from  her  were  of  th«  rice-water  fluid,  mixed  with  small  flakes 

true  cholera  character;  the  pulse  was  very  of  membrane-like  matter,   and  here  and 

weak,    but  the  extremities  were  warm,  there  a  small  trace  of  well-coloured  fieces. 

Some  tinct  cardam.  comp.  and  tinct  ca«  gbe  continued  during  the  day  without  vo- 

techu,  were  given,  but  were  soon  rejected  miting  or  purging;  at  four  p.m.  she  felt  an 

great  weakness;  four  grains  of  calomel,  inclination  to  evacuate  the  bowels,  but 

and  one  grain  of  opium,  were  taken,  and  nothing  came  away  except  a  little  bloody 

the  astringent  mixture  repeated;  butthesa  fluid,  which  proved  to  be  lochia.     In  the 

were  again  rejected.    She  was  removed  to  evening  she  had  a  fsBculent  evacuation ; 

a  room  bv  herself.    At  seven  p.m.  an  effer-  she  took  freely  of  egg  and  brandy,  and 

vescing  draught,  with  a  little  sp.  ammon.  barley-water ;    pulse  IVdl    and   soft,   but 

arom.  and  tinct.  cardam.  comp.  was  given,  weak, 
and  seemed  to  quiet  the  stomach  and  give 

much  relief;  pulse  very  small  and  weak,  R  Quinin.  Sulph.  gr.  ij.  h.s. 

th'e  arteiy  feeling  evidently  reduced  in  size. 

This  was  repeated,  with  some  tinct.  cate*        21st — The  change  is  very  remarkable ; 

chu,  but  soon  after  rejected.    Effervescing  the  features  are  recovering  rapidly,  ai« 

draughts  of  sodas  carb.  3^*>  acid.  tart,  though  the  line  under  the  eyes  is  still  rery 

3j.;  potass,  chlorat  gr.  x.;  and  a  little  deeply  coloured ;  pulse  full  and  soft ;  feels 

sp.    ammon.  arom.    and    tinct.    cardam.  very  comfortable,  but  weak.    Took  some 

comp.,  with  a  small  quantity  of  fluid,  were  more  quinine,  with  sulph.  acid,  and  five 

repeated  several  times,  but  she  continued  grains  of  hyd.  c.  cret4,  during  the  day. 
to  vomit  and  purge  during  the  intervals        23d. — Bowels  have  been  relaxed;  still 

The  hands  became  cold  and  moist,  the  fin-  she  is  comfortable,  and  gains  strength. 
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R  Pil.  Hjd.«  PuIt.  Ipecac,  oomp.  aa.  gr.  afterwards  the  midwife  examined  per  va- 

T.    M.  (t  Pil.  ij.  ginam,  to  ascertain  the  preientalion  before 

R  Qainin.  Sulph.  gr.  ij.  mane  et  nocte.  I  left  the  hospital;  and  feeling  something 

unusual,  requested  me  to  examine.    To  my 

So  much  has  been  said  on  the  subject  of  surprise  I  found  the  cervix  uteri  at  least 

cholera,  that  I  shall  venture  but  rery  few  two.thirds  of  an  inch  long,  firm,  the  os 

obsenations.    The  catechu  evidently  did  uteri  slightly  open,  its  edges  forming  a 

harm ;  and  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  if  long  fissure  running  transverselr ;  in  otner 

the  salines  had  been  given  earlier,  they  words,  the  mouth  and  neck  o^  an  nnim- 

wonld  have  succeeded  better.    The  treat-  pregnated  uteras.    I  examined  her  again 

ment  which  appears  to  have  been  of  great-  standing,  and  convinced  myself  that  she 

est  service  in  this  case,  was  the  powerful  was  not  pregnant. 

sinapism  to  the  abdomen.    So  far  from  ir-  I  had  her  lie  upon  her  back,  with  her 

ritating  the  stomach,  the  copious  draughts  knees  elevated ;  iumI  having  now  once  more 

of  cold  fluid  produced  great  relief.  carefully  examined  the  abdomen,  ascer- 

Thc  lochia  returning  so  soon  is  curious,  tained  that  the  uterus  was  not  above  the 

and  shews  how  quickly  the  functions  re-  pubes.    The  spleen  felt  large  and  hard, 

turn  to  their  action,  when  once  the  equili-  but  I  could  not  satisfactorily  detect  any 

brium  is  restored.    This  was  one  of  the  other  prominence.    Two  days  afterwanu 

two  only  cases  of  cholera  which  occurred  she  had  a  slight  feverish  attack,  which  was 

in  the  hospital ;  the  other  patient  was  the  relieved,  and  she  left  the  hospital.    This 

night  nurse,  a  delicate,  unhealthy  woman ;  patient  was  so .  convinced  that  she  was 

and  this  case  terminated  fatally  in  twelve  pregnant,  that  she  could  only  be  induced 

hours.  to  suppose  her  labour  would  not  come  on 

u'^fs^reTtiJi^^^'m*:^^^^^^^^^  -n"?  o^'  Tne:^^t^vsrd7tit  t 

yon,  IS  one  of  those  remarkable  instances  ^           returned. 

of  self-deception  which  are  not  very  com-  ^^    stethoscope  here  was  so  far  useless, 

Tili^n  J.^±^^^^^^^        D"""  ^'''''"  that  it  only  justified  me  in  supposing  the 

of  diagnosis  severely  to  the  test  ^^, ^  ^^  J^^^ .  ^^^  ^^^^  j  had  examined 

Jnly  18th,  1833. — ^Sarah  Smith,  ast  23,  the  state  of  the  os  uteri,  I  could  not  decide 
a  coarse,  dull-featured  voung  woman,  ra-  with  certainty  as  to  the  absence  of  preg- 
tber  inclined  to  corpulency ;  mother  of  nancy.  Inclined  as  I  am  to  g^ve  the  ste- 
two  children ;  has  not  been  pregnant  for  thoscope  its  due  share  of  usefulness,  an  ac- 
four  years;  came  in  this  evening  with  curate  knowledge  of  the  difierence  between 
pains  in  the  abdomen,  which  she  considers  the  os  and  cervix  of  the  unimpregnated 
as  labour  pains :  menstruated  last  Octo.  and  gravid  womb,  is  of  the  utmost  impor- 
ber;  was  upon  the  labour-bed  when  I  saw  tance  to  the  accoucheur;  and  attention  to 
her.  every  variation  in  their  form  and  size  can- 
As  the  pains  were  chiefly  in  the  abdo-  not  be  too  strongly  insisted  upon. 

men,  which  was  very  soft,  and   as    her     ^^ 

bowels  had  heen  opened  at  two  p.  m.,  I  or- 

dered  her  a  draught  of  liq.  opii  sedat  et  APPARENT  DEATH 


liq.  antim.  tart.  aa.  tttxv.  ex  aqu&  menth. 
pip. ;  and  being  undressed,  I  applied  the 


Which  toas  continued  for  Tutenty  Days, 


stethoscope  to  the  abdomen.    I  tried  the  ^y  j^^^  Scbmid. 

instrument,  and  then  the  ear  alone,  but  in  ' 

Tain ;  for  I  could  distinguish  neither  the 

foetal  nor  the  placental  circulation.    As  I  A  young  man    died    in  the  hospital  at 

remarked  that  the  abdomen  inclined  very  Paderbom,  who  could  not  be  buried  until 

much  to   the  side  which  was  lowest,  I  three  weeks  after  he  had  breathed,  at  least 

asked  her  if  it  appeared  to  roll  about  as  to  all  appearance,  his  last  breath.    It  was 

she  moved,  suspecting  that  the  child  was  not  till  the  twentieth  day  that  the  charac- 

dead.     My  suspicions  were  confirmed  by  terislic  phenomena  of  death  became  mani- 

her  saying  that  it  felt  like  a  heavy  weight,  fest.    The  circumstances  of  the  case  were 

which  tumbled  over  as  she  turned  from  these :— This  young  man  had  been  a  little 

side  to  side.     Upon  feeling  the  abdomen  it  time  before  cured  of  a  tertian  ague,  when 

appeared  unusually  soft,  although  fuller  he  re-entered  the  hospital,  presenting  some 

and  larger  than  natural ;  but  having  little  signs  which  caused  an  apprehension  of 

confidence  in  an  examination  through  the  phthisis,  without  however  presenting  any 

abdominal  parietes,  I  concluded  that  this  well-marked   symptoms    of   this   disease, 

wasfroratheflaccidstateof  the  uterus  and  In  other  respects,  no  disturbance  in  his 

iU  contents  (sujiposing  the  child  to   be  health.    On  the  day  he  died,  his  eyes  were 

dead),  and  took  no  further  notice,  waiting  suddenly  opened,  aud  for  some  minutes  we 

for  the  event  of  her  labour  to  confirm  or  found  an  irregular  beating  at  the  pulse, 

contiadict  my  diagnosis.   In  about  an  hour  Several  small  wounOs  resulting  from  cau- 
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terizations,  to  which  we  then  had  recoane 
to  rouse  him,  suppnrated  the  second,  third, 
and  fourth  day.  On  the  fifth,  the  hands 
of  the  hody  were  turned  hack :  from  the 
fifth  to  the  ninth  day  there  exhaled  frofa. 
half  the  body  an  abundant  sweat  free  from 
odour.  Towards  the  end  of  the  ninth 
day,  there  appeared  oyer  a  considerable 
part  of  the  dorsal  region  serous  hulle,  si- 
milar to  those  of  pemphygus.  The  limbs 
still  preserved  their  natural  suppleness; 
and  on  the  eighteenth  day,  the  lips  still 
retained  their  red  vermillion  colour.  For 
nine  days  the  forehead  continued  furrowed 
with  vertical  wrinkles,  and  all  this  time 
the  countenance  preserved  an  expression 
never  presented  by  the  face  of  a  dead  body. 
The  body  was  kept  for  nineteen  days  in  a 
warm  room ;  it  exhaled  not  the  least  fcstid 
odour,  and  there  was  observed  on  no  part 
of  its  surface  any  cadaveric  lividity.  The 
emaciation  was  not  very  considerable, 
a  circumstance  which,  if  it  had  existed, 
might  have  served  to  explain  these  different 
phenomena.^/fu/tkrfuf.  Journal  d»  Pract, 
JleiUcands;  and  fhtblin  Journal,  May  1834. 


WOUND  OF  BOTH  FEMORAL 
ARTERIES, 

Without  Hemorrhage. 


An  artilleryman,  while  standing  with  his 
legs  asunder  near  a  cannon  which  he  was 
preparing  to  sponge,  was  struck  by  a  bomb, 
which  burst,  passed  between  his  thighs 
ftom  behind  forward,  without  fractunng 
either  femur,  and  tore  all  the  soft  parts  si- 
tuated at  the  middle  third  of  the  internal 
and  posterior  side  of  these  members.  No 
haemorrhage  ensued,  ^ough  the  two  femo- 
ral arteries  appeared  amid  the  havoc  of  the 
soft  parts,  completely  divided,  and  exhi- 
biting  a  motion  altogether  erectile.  The 
pulsations  of  both  were  very  perceptible 
spperiorly,  till  within  three  or  four  lines 
of  the  divided  extremities,  where  a  sort  of 
resistance  to  pressure  was  felt,  as  if  the 
orifices  of  the  two  arteries  had  been  stopped 
by  a  foreign  body.  It  was  true  torsion  of 
the  vessels.  It  is  almost  needless  to  add, 
th^  patient  did  not  svLTvive.^ Edinburgh 
Mod.  and  Surg.  Journal,  April  1834. 


WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  of  BURIALS, 
From  Bills  of  MoaTALiTT,  JurM  10, 1834. 


Abscess  .        4 

Ace  and  Debility  .  85 
Apoplexy  •  •  9 
Asthma  .  .13 
Cancer  •        .        6 

Childbirth  .  .  4 
Consumption  .  92 
Convulsions  .  80 
Croup  ^  .  .  I 
Dentition  or  Teetbtiigl2 
Dropsy  .        .      17 

Dropsy  on  the  Brain  22 
Dropsy  on  the  Chest  1 
Dysentery  .  .  I 
Epilepsy  •  .  2 
Erysipelas  .  .  2 
Fever  ...  10 
Fever,  Scarlet  .  10 
HsBmonrhage  I 

If  eart,  diseased  .       4 


Hooping-Cough   •  10 

Inflammation  86 

Bo  wels&  Stomach  1 

Brain  2 

Lung*  and  Pfeura  7 

Insanity        •        .  7 

Jaundice       .  I 

Liver,  diseased     .  8 

Locked  Javr  2 

Measles        .        .  10 

Mortification  S 

Paralysis       •        .  8 

Scrofula        .        .  8 

Hmall.Pox     .        •  I 

Spasms         •        •  1 

Stone  and  O ravel  1 

Stricture       •        .  | 

Thrush         .        .  I 

Stillborn      .        .  28 


Decrease  of  Burials,  as  compared  vlth  >     .^ 
the  preceding  week       .       •        •  i 
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Map,  1884. 

Thursday .  29 
Friday  .  .80 
Saturday  .81 

June. 
Sunday  .  .    1 
Bfonday.  .   2 
Tuesday.  .   8 


THKRMUMBTKa. 

from  86  to  67 


80 
48 

49 
60 
48 
41 


70 
69 

77 
60 
70 
65 


Barombtsr. 

80-10  to  80  09 
80  07      8006 

80  08    aoia 


80-17 
8010 
29  99 

2096 


80-21 
80-10 
Stat. 
29*78 


Wednesday  4 

Wind  variable,  N.  E.  prevailing. 
Clear  till  the  8rd  ^  rain  at  times  on  the  8rd ; 
and  a  steady  rahi  during  the  evening  of  (he  4th. 


Thursday . 
Friday.  .  . 
Saturday  . 
Sunday .  . 
Monday.  . 
Tuesday 


6 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 


Wednesday  11 


from  40  to  69 

42  69 

48  69 
41  72 
40  69 

49  69 
46  68 


2976  to  29*89 
80*00      80-06 


2998 
29-86 
29*74 
29-66 
29  64 


29-92 
29-81 
29  70 
29-64 
29-63' 


Prevailing  wind,  S.W. 

Showery  during  the  10th  and  llih,  otherwise 
generally  clear. 
Bain  fallen,  •276  of  an  inch. 

.  Cha&lbs -Henry  Adama  r 


ANOTHER  CONCOURS. 

Another  concours  is  being  held  at  Paris, 
to  fill  a  vacancy  which  has  occurred  in  the 
Bureau  central  d'AdmUsion.  The^  are  six 
candidates— MM.  Danyau,  Haluia- Grand, 
Lenoir,  Lepellctier  de  la  Sartbe,Malgaigne, 
and  Sanson,  junior. 


NOTICES. 

Wb  must  decline  the  publication  of  M. 
de  Moscati's  lett^.  Dr.  EUiotson's  reply 
to  the  profeiskmal  part  of  M.  de  M.'s  pam- 
phlet we  thought  it  but  fair  to  give,— 
setting  before  the  reader  both  atatementsi 
at  the  same  time  .*  but  this  is  no  reason 
that  we  should  now  extend  our  courtesy  to 
the  admission  of  a  rejoinder.  We  refuse  to 
lend  our  pages  to  the  effusions  of  bitteme<». 

Cosmo's  paper  is  at  our  publishers',  with  * 
the  desired  direction. 

.The  signature  of  a  Junior  Student  is 
appended  to  a  well-intentioned  papery 
but  both  the  subject  and  manner  of  treat- 
ing it  are  unsuited  to  this  journal.  We 
suppose  the  writer  belongs  to  some  Tract 
Society. 

W.  WiJ.aoNi  printer*  67,  Skinner-Street,  London. 
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LECTURES  Paulus  iEgineta,  Avicenna,  or  Albucaais. 

Pliny,  indeied,  tells  us,  that  the  elder  Sciplo 

"^  '"""  Africanus^the  yanquisher  of  Hannibal — 

THEORY  AND  PRACTICE    OF  who  dictated  humiliating  tenns  of  peace  to 

-MnwxrTvvav ,  Carthage,  the  formidable  rival  of  Rome — 

miuwittstir,  was  introduced  into  the  world  bythisope- 

Deiwered  at  the  London  Hatpital,  ration;  from  which  circumstance  he,  of 

^              »,   «                       „  ^  *11  ^®  Romans,  was  first  distinguished 

By  Francis  H.  Ramsbotham,  M.D.  },„  ^^  appellaUon  of  Cesar;   and  that 

^_  Manlius  Torquatus  owed  his  life  to  the 

same  means. 

Lecture  XXXVII.  it  is  generally  supposed   that   Julius 

DIFFICULT  LABOUR.—INSTRU-  Caesar  was  the  conqueror  ushered  into  life 

mriuTjT  in  this  unnatural  manner,  and  that  from 

MiLisiAU  jjjm  g^^  sprang  the  surname  which  the 

When  we  reflect  for  a  moment  on  the  Roman  emperors  inherited.    If  this  were 

horror  that  any  man  must  experience  when  the  case,  his  mother  Aarelia  must  hare 

about  to  perform  the  operation  of  cranio,  survived  the  operation,  since  she  died  while 

tomy,— if  he  entertain  the  least  suspicion  he  was  prosecuting  the  war  in  France ;  or, 

that  die  child  is  alive,— we  cannot  wonder  according  to  Suetonius,  while  engaged  in 

that  many  plans  have  been  suggested  for  the  conquest  of  Britain.     There  is  no. 

the  purpose  of  superseding  the  necessity  of  thing,  however,  in  history  to  warrant  us  in 

adopting  it.    The  principal  of  these  are  adopting  this  belief,  nor,  indeed,  positively 

four  in  number : — the  Caurean  operation  ;  to  refute  the  assertion  of  Pliny, 

the  uetion  of  the  symphysis  pubis  ;  controlling  If  we  were  inclined  to  dip  into  my  tho- 

the  growth  of  the  f actus  in  utero ;  and  the  in-  logical  mysteries,  and  trace  the  operation 

duetion  of  premature  labour.  to  its  remotest  origin,  we  should  learn  that 

the  God  of  Physic  himself, — as  is  sung  by 

THE  cjssAaEAN  OPERATION  Ovid,— was  cut  out  of  the  womb  of  his 

consists  in  dividing  the  abdominal  pa-  mother  Coronis,  by  Apollo,  after  he  had 

rietes,  cutting  into  the  cavity  of  the  ute-  destroyed  her  by  an  arrow,  for  her  infide- 

rus,  and  extracting  the  child,  placenta,  lity.  The  grave  assertions  of  the  naturalist, 

and  foetal  membranes,  through  the  inci-  indeed,  in  this  respect,  may  be  as  fabulous, 

sion  thus  made.  possibly,  as  the  visionary  flights  of  the 

History. — The    name   which  designates  poet;  but  there  is  no  question  that,  even 

this  operation  seems  to  be  derived  from  the  before  Ovid's  time,  the  operation  had  been 

mode  in  which  it  was  performed,— by  cut-  put  in  practice  on  the  d^d  subject. 

ting  instruments  applied  to  the  mother's  The  earliest  account  of  it  extant  in  any 

penon,  d  eepso  matris  utero, — and  it  would  medical   work,    we  find  in  the  Chbrurgia 

appear  that  it  was  called  the  Csesarean  Guidonis  de  Cauliaco,  which  was  written 

operation,  kot'  ^^oxn^,  in  consequence  of  about  the  middle  of  the  fourteenth  cen- 

the  extensive  incision  necessary,  the  deli,  tury ;  but  the  author  only  speaks  of  it  as 

cacy  of  the  structures  divided,  and  the  resorted  to  after  the  mother's  death.    The 

danger  attendant  upon  it.  same  mention  is  made  by  Par6,  who  limits 

l%e  earliest  writers  on  medicine  arc  si-  its  adoption  to  those  cases  in  which  the 

lent  on  this  subject ;  thus,  no  mention  of  woman  died  undelivered.    Rousset,  how. 

it  occurs  in  the  works,  either  genuine  or  ever,  who  was   cotemporary  with    Par5, 

^urions,  of  Hippocrates,  nor  of  Celsus,  published  in  1561  a  separate  work  on  the 

342.— XIV.  2  D 
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subject,  entitled  TraiU  Nauveau  d«  VHystero-  get  wives  than  children."    Such  rumoan 

tomotokie,  ott  Eufantement  Catarien.     This  may  have  no  better  foundation  than  the 

was  translated  into  Latin,  and  a  supple,  license  which  is  on  all  hands  mnted  to 

ment   added,  by  the  celebrated  Caspar  poete;  and  on  which  the  bolddaniijg  of 

Baahine,  in  1601,  and  contains  a  number  Shakspeare's  hero,  Macbetii,  was  pnnci- 

of  casts  in  which  the  operation  was  fol-  pally  built,  as  exemplified  in  the  celc- 

lowed  by  the  recovery  of    the   woman,  orated  passage— 

The  first  successful  operation,  according  Macbeth.—"  l  hemt  a  chsrm*d  Ufe,  which  muat 

to   Bauhine,  was   performed  at    Siegen-  ^o  one  of  iomiS*  born  " 

hausen,    by  a   cattlc-gelder  named  Ale-  Maedt^,—**  Despidr  thy  charm ; 

spachen,  on  his  own  wife,  about  the  year  And  let  the  aagel  whom  tbon  ■till  bast  aerved, 

1500.     She  afterwards  bore  ssTCral  chil-  Tell  thee,  Macduff  waa  from  hla  mother'*  womb 

dren  naturally.  ^"^"^^^  '»PP'*>'" 

About  the  middle  of  the  next  century,  O'Meara  relates  that  the  labour  of  the 

Olaus  Rudbecke,  who  was  a  professor  of  Empress   Marie   Louise   also    was    lin- 

physic  at  Upsal,  the  oldest  university  in  gexing,    and    it  was  feared   either   that 

Sweden, — and  founder  ofthe  Botanic  Gar-  the    child    must    be    sacrificed,    or   the 

den  there,  which  became  afterwards  the  Cassarean   section  performed;  that  Du- 

scene  of   Linnasus's   labours, — a   skilful  bois  put  the  same  question  to  Napoleon, 

anatomist,  and  supposed  to  be  the  disco-  who    desired    him    to    foiiget  the    Em- 

verer  of  the  lymphatics  in  the  liver,— is  press's  station,  <<  and  to  treat  her  as  he 

said  to  have  performed  the  operation  so  would  a  shopkeeper's  wife  in  the  Rue  St 

successfully  on  his  own  wife,  as  to  have  Denis;  but  if  one  life  must  be  sacrificed, 

saved  both  her  and  her  child.  to  save  the  mother." 

Principally,  perhaps,  owing  to  Rousset's  I  have  before  mentioned,  that  out  of 
publication,  it  became  very  freqnentiy,  nearly  thirty  instances  in  which  this  ope- 
and,  indeed,  generally  adopted,  in  different  ration  has  been  performed  in  the  British 
parts  of  the  Continent.  Baudelocque  has,  Isles,  in  two  only  has  it  proved  successful, 
at  some  pains,  collected  a  mass  of  well-  as  far  as  the  preservation  of  the  mother 
authenticated  cases ;  and  he  has  recorded  was  concerned;  and  I  endeavoured,  on  that 
136  recoveries  out  of  226  operations.^-  occasion,  to  account  for  the  great  disparitr 
M.  Simon  wrote  two  papers  on  the  sub-  in  the  result  between  these  and  the  conti- 
ject.  in  the  Mem,  Roy,  Acad,  de  CJururgie  nental  cases.  I  have  also  attempted  to 
of  Paris,  in  which  he  gives  an  account  of  lay  down  a  rule,  limiting  the  cases  of  pel. 
sixty-four  successful  cases ;  and  he  men-  vie  distortion,  or  tumors,  in  which  it  may 
tions  thirteen  women,  on  all  of  whom  the  be  necessary.  Bearing  in  mind,  therefore, 
operation  had  been  repeated;  some  having  that  in  Britain  we  never  substitute  it  for 
undergone  it  hye  or  six,  and  one  even  craniotomy  by  choice,  but  only  have  re- 
seven  times.  course  to  it  when  no  other  mode  of  deli- 

There  is  no  question  that  many  of  the  very  is  practicable,  I  shall  proceed  to  con- 

cases  to  which  implicit  credit  has  been  sider  the  mo8^  approved  method  of  per- 

allotted,  are  not  founded  in  truth;  and,  forming  it 

among  others,  we  may  enumerate  the  in-  Mode  rf  performance. — The  patient  need 

stance  of  Jane  Seymour,  wife  of  Henry  not  be  removed  from  the  bed ;  but  lying 

the    Eighth :   for  although   Dionis   and  on  her  back,  with  her  head  and  shoulders 

Mauriceau,  in  France,  as  well  as  Hull,  raised  by  pillows,  she  should  be  brought 

and  some  others,  in  this  country,  give  ere-  to  the  edge,  so  tiiat  her  feet  may  hang 

denoe  to  the  rumour,  there  is  mtle  doubt  down  towards  the   floor.     The  bladder 

that  the  story  was  fabricated,  to  swell  the  having  been  perfectiy  emptied,  and  the 

list  of  that  licentious  tyrant's  barbarities,  apartment  brought  to  a  temperature  of  at 

Rapin  states  that  the  unfortunate  queen  least  80  degrees  of  Farenheit's  thermome- 

died  two  days  after  her  labour.    There  is  ter,  an  incision  of  about  six  inches  in 

every  reason  to  believe  that  Hume's  and  length  must  be  made  through  the  abdomi- 

Lingard'B  account  is  more  correct,  and  nal  parietes  below  the  navel,  parallel  with 

that  she  survived  twelve.    If  so,  it  is  very  the  linea  alba,  a  litUe  on  the  right  or  left 

improbable  that  the  Caasarean  operation  side  of  that  line;  to  be  determined  by  the 

was  performed  on  her  person.    The  stoir  convenience  of  the  operator,  and  other  cir- 

mns,   that   it   was  supposed  a   natural  cnmstances  of  the  case.  Another  incision, 

termination   of  the    labour    could    not  similar  to  the  first,  must  be  made  into  tiie 

take  place;   and   the    officiating  atten-  cavity  of  the  uterus,  the  hand  introduced, 

dant,  on  informing  Henry  of  the  circum-  the  membranes  torn,  and  the  child  extract- 

stance,  inquired  of  him  wnether  he  willed  ed  by  the  feet,  with  all  convenient  speed; 

that  the  mother's  or  the  child's  life  should  the    placenta    must  be  abstracted   also 

be  saved;  to  which  he  replied,  with  his  ac-  through  the  same  opening,  as  quickly  as 

customed  coarseness  and  brutality,  **  Save  is  consistent  with  safety.    On  ttie  uterine 

th^hild  by  all  means,  for  it  is  easier  to  cavity  being  evacuated,  the  organ  wHl  con- 
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tract  more  or  less  perfectly;  haemorrhage  favoarably  for  the  mother,— recommends 

will  thus  be  prevented,  as  well  from  the  eren  that*  the  loss  of  blood  should  be  arti- 

difided  Tessels  as  those  over  which  the  ficially  promoted,  by  separating  the  pla- 

placenta  had  been  attached;   and  there  centa,  and  placing  a  warmed  drinking 

will  be  no  need  of  satures  to  bring  the  glass  over  the  denuded  surface  ;'*  that  such 
edges  of  the  uterine  wound  together.  The  .  a  quantity  of  blood  mav  escape  as  is  judged 

aM— ■— i  |iwiMi—»  hmmmmy.  waU  N^nira  necenazy  to  unload  tne  uterine  yessels.'' 

two^  or-pBriia|ia  tbrev,  autiii— g  tbe  mr.  Ba  emuftiM*  that  this  advice  is  verydif- 

facea  most  be  dressed  according  to  the  ferent  from  that  previously  given  by  those 

common  principles  of  suTgery  ;  the  heat  authors  who  had  written  on  the  subject ; 

of  the  apartment  gpraduaUy  lessened;  a  for  they  all,  fearing  excessive  hasmorrhage, 

tolerably  powerful  opiate  administered ;  insist  on  the  necessity  of  avoiding  the  pTa- 

and  other  means  used  to  allay  irritability,  centa.     Lauveijat,  indeed,  may  possibly 

and  avert  inflammation  or  fever.    A  warm  have  carried  his  principle  to  too  great  an 

bath  should  be  in    readiness,    and    the  extent;  but  as  he  had  himself  operated  in 

proper  requisites  prepared  to  resuscitate  five  cases,  his  opinion  proves  that  the  prin- 

the  child, if  aniiflation  be  suspended.  cipal  objection  of  Par^  and  others,  who 

The  cautions  which  we  have  particularly  dreaded  the  excessive  hasmorrhage  they 

to  attend  to  in  the  performance  df  this  fancied  must  ensue,  was  speculative  and 

operation,    are,  ftnt,  not  to    divide  the  hypothetical. 

tendinous  expension  of  the  recti  musdes  By  far  the  greatest  number  of  deaths 
finnriBg  the  tinea  alba;  because  we  should  have  happened  from  inflammation  super- 
Bat  axpect  union  to  take  place  so  kindly  vening,  and  in  some  cases  terminating,  in 
IB  that  lowlv  organized  structure,  as  in  gangrene  :  such,  then,  is  the  evil  we 
the  bod^  of  the  muscle  itself;  nor  to  make  have  principally  to  dread.  It  was  sug- 
the  incision  so  much  towaixls  the  side  as  gested  by  the  ingenious  Dr.  Aitkin,  of 
to  endanger  wounding  the  epigastric  ar-  Edinburgh,  that  the  injury  produced  on 
tery.  S^oMdly,  not  to  allow  uie  naked  the  peritoneum  was  the  effect  not  so  much 
•anace  of  the  uterus  to  remain  exposed  of  the  violence  it  suffered  from  the  incision, 
for  a  longer  time  than  can  be  helped,  and  as  of  the  introduction  of  atmospheric  air 
especially  not  to  handle  the  organ  more  into  the  abdominal  cavity,  and  the  irrita- 
tluin  is  absolutely  necessary.  TftirS/y,  not  to  tion  consequent  on  its  admission ;  and  he 
make  the  incision  at  the  side  of  the  uterus,  proposed — to  obviate  this  chance  of  dan- 
tbat  the  laigest  vessels  may  not  be  divided,  gcr — that  theoperation  should  be  performed 
Famihty,  not  to  let  much  time  elapse  be.  while  the  patient  was  in  a  warm-bath.  I 
tween  the  extraction  of  the  child  and  pla-  am  not  aware  whether  his  suggestion  has 
centa;  vad^Jifthly,  to  be  most  careful  that  ever  been  adopted ;  but  I  am  inclined  to 
Boae  of  the  intestines  become  strangn-  think  the  inconvenience  attending  such  a 
lated,  by  passing  throngh  the  aperture  into  mode  of  proceeding  would  render  the  ope. 
the  uterine  cavity.  ration  much  more  difficult  and  complicated. 

And  the  dangers  which   we  have  to  Besides,  it  is  very  questionable  whether  his 

fear,   are,    the    excessive     shock    which  position  be  correct;  for  the  abdominal  ca- 

eoch  a  formidable    incision   must    pro.  vity  in  dogs  and  other  animals  has  been 

dnce  on  an  unhealthy,  debilitated,  and  injected  with  air  introduced  into  the  tunica 

perhaps  exhausted    mune;    haemorrhage  vaginalis,  and  passed  through  the  ring, 

both  fh>m  the  uterine  vessels  and  those  without   any    other  inconvenience  being 

applying    the  abdominal  parietes,  and  sustained  beyond  what  the  bulk  and  disten- 

auneqoent  inflammation.  tion  produced;  and  it  has  been  found  that  in 

It  is  Terr  possible  that  the  patient  may  time  the  elastic  fluid  was  absorbed.   From 

sink  rapidly  after  the  operation,  fVom  the  these  experiments,  as  well  as  from  obser- 

•ndden  shock   experienced   by   the    ner-  vations  on  the  human  subject  in  the  case 

701IS    system;    but  this  has  seldom  oc>  of  accidental  wounds  of  the  abdomen, 

earred.      Less   frequently    still    has    it  there  is  good  reason  to  think  that  the 

oocvned  that  hsBmorrhage  has  destroyed;  cause  of  danger  is  the  actual  incision,  and 

fer,  contrary  to  what  we  might  d  jtrimi  not  the  admission  of  atmospheric  air. 

have  expected,  the  bleeding  has  generally  Prevention  of  future  conception. — Blundell 

been  comparatively  trifling.    Hull  tells  us  suggests,  if  we  are  called  upon  to  perform 

that  in  both  his  cases  the  loss  of  blood  was  this  dreadful  operation,  that  we  should 

bat  smalL    The  same  remark  applies  to  endeavour  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  the 

two  of  Mr.  Barlow's  cases,  although  in  one  woman  again  conceiving ;  under  the  belief 

the  placenta  was  attached  directly  over  that  a  married  woman  will  not  have  suffix 

that  portion  of  the  uterus  through  which  cient  resolution  to  separate  herself  iVom 

the   incision   was   made.     Lauveijat,  a  her  husband's  bed,  although  her  life  would 

French  author,  towards  the  end  of  the  last  be  likely  to  be  the  forfeit    He  therefore 

centanr,  who  performed  the  operation  five  proposes,  that  after  the  child  is  extracted, 

times,— three  of  which  cases  tenninated  we  should  destroy  the  continuity  of  the 
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fallopian  tabe  on  each  side,  by  remoTing  a  retain    her  urine  so  long  as  she  lived, 

small  portion  of  its  substance.    By  this  Among  some  manuscript  papers  of  the 

means  we  should  not  take  away  desire,  but  late  Dr.  Dennison,  which  came  into  my 

prevent  the  possibility  of  conception.    As  possession,  I  find  a  note  that  he  had  seen 

a  reason,  he  states,  that,  on  the  continent,  Uiis  patient  while  in  Paris,  and  should 

the  operation  has  been  repeated  on  the  .  have  considered  her  quite  well,  '^  had  not 

same  woman  in  many  instances ;  that  Mr.  his  nose  informed  him  that  she  could  not 

Barlow's  patient  recovered,  and  might  have  retain  her  urine." 

again  conceived.  The  praise  bestowed  on  M.  Sigault  in 

Although  in  Britain  we  restrict  this  Paris  and  throughout  France  was  quite 
operation  on  the  living  subject  to  such  ex-  unprecedented ;  a  medal  was  struck,  by 
tKme  disproportion  as  must  render  its  oraer  of  the  faculty  of  Paris,  bearing  a 
performance  very  infrequent  indeed,  yet  motto,  **  Nova  lAteina,^*  to  commemorate 
the  case  is  widely  different  when  the  the  event;  a  royal  pension  was  granted  to 
mother  has  expired,  and  any  suspicion  is  him,  and  the  applause  he  received  was 
entertained  of  the  child's  survival.  Should  perfectly  extravagant:  greater  exultation 
sudden  death  occur  an  labour,  or  during  he  could  scarcely  have  enjoyed  if  he  had 
the  last  two  months  of  pregnancy,  it  would  devised  a  method  to  remove  female  nature 
be  the  bounden  duty  of  the  attendant  beyond  the  pale  of  all  the  pains  and  dan- 
surgeon,  after  having  stated  to  the  gers  connected  with  parturition.  In  no 
friends  the  probability  of  saving  the  child's  other  country,  perhaps,  but  among  our  en- 
life,  to  proceed,  without  delay,  to  extract  thusiastic  and  volatile  neighbours,  would  an 
it  by  the  abdominal  incision ;  and  if  such  operation  of  the  kind,  resting  on  one  solitary 
means  were  used  within  twenty  or  twen^-  trial  alone,  have  given  rise  to  so  universal 
five  minutes  of  the  mother's  decease,  tne  a  triumph.  Soon  it  was  repeated,  with 
result  would  most  likely  be  favourable.  various  success,  on  the  continent ;  thirty- 
six  cases  are  well  authenticated,  of  which 

SECTION  OP  THE  SYMPHYSIS  POBis.  fourteen  womcu  died,  and  half  the  children 

A  second  means  proposed  for  the  pur-  were  still-bom.     It  has  only  been  per- 

pose  of  superseding  the  necessity  of  the  formed  once  in  Great  Britain;  Mr.  Welch - 

destruction  of  the  child,  is  the  division  of  man  was   the   operator,   and    pubUshed 

the  symphysis  pubis,  called,  after  the  name  an    account  of  tne  case  in  the  London 

of  the  proposer,  M.  Sigault — the  Sigaultean  Medical  Journal  for  1790. 

operation*  Dr.  Denman  states,  that  when  the  ac- 

Until  of  late  years,   it  was  supposed  counts  were  brought  to  England  be  had  a 

that  the  ligaments  of  the  pelvis  gave  way  conference  with  John  Hunter  on  the  sub. 

during  parturition ;  tind  impressed  with  ject ;  and  it  was  determined,  as  far  as  the 

these  sentiments,  and  having  imbibed  the  safety  of  the  woman  was  concerned,  Uiat 

opinions  of  one  of  the  older  anatomists,  if  the  good  contemplated  could  result,  the 

'*  iusa  pelvi*  tutb  ieeari  poMAtit,**  in    1768,  section  of  the  s^physis  itself  would  not 

M.  Sigault,  then  a  student,  proposed  to  warrant  opposition  to  it;  but  with  regard 

the  Royal  Academy  of  Paris  to  enlarge  to  its  utility,  it  was  necessary  that  experi- 

the  pelvis  under  contraction,  by  cutting  ments  should  be  made  to  establish  that 

the  symphysis    pubis.     The  suggestions  point    These  experiments  were  afterwards 

were    referred    to    a  committee  of   that  made  by  Dr.  William  Hunter,  and  it  was 

learned  body ;  but  these  gentlemen  having  proved,  that,  by  a  simple  division  of  the 

taken  into  consideration  that  when  the  pubes,  although  the  bones  spontaneously 

bones  were  separated  by  disease,  theef-  separated    somewhat,    very    little   space 

fects  of  that  separation  were  dreadful,  and  was  gained;    but  it  required  that  they 

that  permanent  lameness  was  the  result,  should  be  wrenched  asunder,  to  the  im- 

reported    that    the    operation    was    not  minent   danger  of  the   sacro-iliac   liga* 

justifiable,  but  gave  the  proposer   great  ments  and  joint,  and  especially  also  to 

credit  for  bis  ingenuity.    Although,  how-  the  bladder  and    its   attachments.      In 

ever,  Sigault  received  such    a   rebuff  at  cases  of  distortion,  I  have  alreadjr  prov- 

the  outset,  he    was  not    to  be    deterred  ed  that  the  diminution  of  space  is  prin- 

from    his   purpose ;    and  in   September,  cipally  in  the  conjugate  diameter;  and 

1777,   he,   assisted  by  M.  Alphonse    de  it  was  found  that,  in  order  to  increase 

Roy,  performed   the  operation  on  a  pa-  this  diameter  one  inch,  the  pubes  must  be 

tient  named  Souchet.    The  operation  is  separated  three  inches ;  and  to  increase  it 

described  as  being  simple ;  the  child  was  half  an  inch,  there  must  be  a  separation 

bom  alive,  and  in  six  weeks  the  patient  to  the  extent  of  two  inches.      It  was 

was  shown  to  the  medical  faculty  quite  re-  proved,  also,  that  if  a  separation  of  an 

covered.   But  notwithstanding  the  snppor-  inch  and  a  half  only  took  place,  laceration 

ters  of  symphyseotomy  boasted  of  the  case  of  the  sacro-iliac  ligaments  occurred;  and 

as  one  of  perfect  recovery,  the  bladder  was  it  was  presumed  that  this  must  be  necea- 

90  much  injnred  that  she  was  never  able  to  sarily  fatal. 
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It  most  be  evident  from  this  state-  after  broke,  and  tbe  uterus  then  acted 
meat,  that  tbe  operation  is  not  justi-  strongly.  On  the  morning  of  March-  31st 
fiable  in  cases  of  the  more  deplorable  dis-  there  did  not  seem  any  urgent  symptom, 
tortion  of  the  pelvis,  and  therefore,  in  but  the  head  could  barely  be  felt.  In  the 
England  at  least,  cannot  supersede  the  course  of  the  day,  however,  uterine  con- 
Caesarean  section:  nor  is  it  justifiable  in  tractions  became  feeble,  and  continued  so 
the  smaller  degrees  of  diminution,  be-  throughout  the  night.  On  the  morning  of 
cause  in  them  craniotomy  can  be  per-  April  1st,  fever  and  symptoms  of  exhans- 
formed ;  and  we  have  laid  it  down  more  tion  had  supervened,  and  the  head  re- 
than  once  as  a  maxim,  that  even  the  life  malned  still  entirely  above  the  brim.  A 
of  the  foDtns  must  be  sacrificed,  if  neces-  fresh  consultation  was  held,  and  it  was 
saiy,  to  preserve  the  woman's  structures  determined  to  divide  the  rami  of  the  bones 
from  serious  injury.  The  section  of  the  on  the  left  side,  as  had  already  been  done 
«ym|^ysis,  then,  can  neither  become  a  on  the  right  At  first  she  would  not  sub- 
substitute  for  the  Ciesarean  operation,  nor  mit,  but  at  4  p.m.  the  second  operation  was 
for  craniotomy ;  it  is  now  never  thought  accomplished.  The  head  was  then  brought 
of  in  England  as  a  means  of  delivery,  and  into  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis  bv  the  forceps, 
is  also  totally  exploded  from  Continental  and  it  was  discovered  that  the  child  was 
practice.  But  an  operation  somewhat  si-  dead ;  the  head  was  perforated,  and  the 
milar  has  lately  been  suggested  by  the  delivery  perfected.  The  extraction  lasted 
Italian  physicians,  and  in  one  instance  at  half  on  hour.  The  patient  was  much  ex- 
least  adopted,  of  which  case  a  full  report  hausted,  never  rallied,  and  died  within 
will  be  found  in  li  FUatre-Sibezw  of  last  twelve  hours  of  the  termination  of  the 
year.  '  It  consists  in  sawing  through  the  case.  A  foetid  sanies  issued  from  the  va- 
rami  of  the  pnbes  and  Ischium,  on  each  side  gina  during  life,  and  dissection  proved 
of  the  symphysis,  and  by  this  means  en-  that  gangrene  had  taken  place  within  the 
larging  the  antero-posterior  pelvic  dia-  pelvis  to  a  considerable  extent. 
meter.  The  patient's  name  was  Negri,  The  reason  Dr.  Galbiati  gave  for  cutting 
and  the  operation  was  performed  on  30th  away  only  one  side  of  the  pubes  in  the 
March,  1832,  by  Dr.  Galbiati,  of  Naples,  first  Instance,  was,  that  he  had  found  by 
The  following  summary  of  the  case  I  give  experiments  on  which  he  seemed  to  rely, 
von,  because  I  trust  we  shall  never  again  that  if  the  pelvis  contained  only  one  inch 
Lave  an  opportunity  of  learning  the  parti-  (French),  both  vami  pubis  required  removal ; 
calara  of  so  horrible  an  operation.  but  if  more,  one  would  sumce. 

Tbe  patient  was  30  years  old,  and  preg-  After  this  detail,  I  presume  you  will 
nant  for  the  third  time,  having  on  tbe  two  none  of  you  be  inclined  to  adopt  Dr.  Gal- 
former  occasions  brought  on  abortion  vo-  biati*s  method  of  delivery  under  contracted 
luntarilv.  Her  stature  did  not  exceed  two  pelvis ;  and  I  think  you  will  also  congra- 
feet  ana  a  half  in  height ;  she  appeared  in  tulate  yourselves,  that  notwithstanding 
good  health,  but  had  suffered  much  from  the  opprobrious  epithets  which  are  daily 
rickets.  The  spaee  between  the  pubes  and  showered  on  the  professional  officers  of 
sacrum  was  nut  more  than  one  inch  and  a  our  eleemosynary  institutions  for  the  relief 
quarter  (French)  at  an  v  one  point.  These  of  the  sick  poor,  by  some  portion  of  the 
observations  were  made  before  her  labour  medical  press,  the  records  of  British  sur- 
commenccd,  on  her  first  admission  into  the  gery  no  where  furnish  a  parallel  to  this 
hospital ;  and  a  consultation  of  the  medi.  operation,  or  to  the  mistaken  calculation 
cal  profession  was  held,  to  determine  whe-  which  led  to  its  perfonnance* 
ther    the    Caesarean    section    should    be 

adopted,  when  uterine  action  be^an ;  or  In  the  lesser  degrees  of  deformity  (put- 

whether  this  new  operation  shoula  be  put  ting  those  aside  which  would  require  our 

in  practice.    The  majority  were  in  favour  having  recourse  to  the  Caesarean  section, 

of  the  latter  mode,  in  consideration  of  the  and  which  fortunately  occur  so  rarely  as 

result  of  some  experiments  Dr.  Galbiati  had  to  place  them  almost  beyond  the  bounds 

made  on   the  aead  body.     Accordingly,  of  calculation),  it  becomes  a  great  object 

about  twelve  hours  after  pains  came  on,  that  we  should  be  prevented  Uie  necessity 

having  with  some  difficult v  obtained  the  of  being  compelled,  for  the  preservation  of 

patient's  consent,  he  proceeded  to  the  ope-  the  woman's  life,  to  destroy  each  child 

ration.     He  cut  down  upon  the  rami  of  the  that  she  conceives ;  and  with  this  view  the 

ischium  and  pubes  on  the  right  side,  as  near  third  expedient  has  been  adopted,  viz.  the 
tbe  acetabulum  as  he  could,  detached  the 

periosteum,  and  divided  the  bones;  he  then  controllino  the  growth  of  the 

teiminated  this  step  of  the  operation  by  ^    foitus. 

ajmphyseotomy.     It  lasted  an  hour  and  a  It  was  with  justice  supposed  that  if  the 

quarter;  no  material  parts  were  injured,  and  growth  of  the  child  in  utero  could  be  sus- 

Uie  patient  did  not  seem  to  have  suffered  pended,  it  would  pass  through  the  con- 

jDucfa  oDder  it.     The  membranes  soon  tracted  space  so  much  the  more  readily ; 
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and  that   this   might   be   accompliahed  a  luigical  means  of  procuring  a  gfMt 

through  the  medium  of  the  mother's  sys-  benefit,   must    be   selrevident.     Should 

tem.    The  idea  first  originated  with  an  premature  labour  or  abortion  be  indncedy 

old  friend  of  my  father's,   the  late  Mr.  to  screen  an  indiyidual  from  the  slander 

Lucas,  of  Leeds  Infirmary;  and  Assalini  re-  of  the  world,  or  to  cast  into   oblivion 

lates  a  case  in  which  abstinence  was  use>  the  cTidence    of   the    gratification  of  a 

fully  enjoined.    Analogical  reasoning  was  criminal  passion,  then,  indeed,  is  murder 

also  brought  to  bear  on  the  question ;  and  committed   in  law  and  reason :   bnt  as 

it  was  argued  that  if  cows  were  kept  in  a  our  object,  under  the  circumstances  now 

luxuriant  pasture,  their  calves  were  much  treated  of,  is  to  save  life,  and  as  probably 

larger  and  stronger  than  if  their  diet  was  two  beings  may  at  the  same  time  be  pre. 

more  spare.    The  same  system  was  there-  served  to  society  by  the  means  proposed, 

fore  recommended  in  the  human  subject  the  profession  now  entertains  no  question 

This  possibly  may  be  the  case  with  cows;  as  to  its  morality,  when  imperious  neoea- 

but  even  if  it  lie,  the  principle,  unfor-  titv  dictates  it. 

tunately,  does  not  hold  good  with  regard  With  regard  to  the  tafety  also,  we  must 
to  our  own  species :  both  the  observation  all  be  agreed ;  for  how  much  more  likely 
of  disease,  and  direct  experiment,  prove  is  the  woman  to  survive,  having  passed 
the  contrary.  We  observe  that  women  a  child,  after  a  comparatively  snort  la- 
labouring  under  the  last  stage  of  the  most  hour,  which  may  weigh  5  lbs.  or  5^  lbs., 
debilitating  diseases,  such  as  phthisis,  often  and  but  little  ossified,  than  if  she  produce 
bring  forth  plump  and  well -nourished  one  at  thef\ill  time,  weighing  7  lbs.  or  more, 
children.  We  remark,  also,  frequently,  whose  osseous  system  is  well  developed, 
that  the  vomiting  which  usually  attends  after  a  difficult  and  protracted  struggle, 
the  first  weeks  of  pregnancy  continues  terminated  by  instrumental  delivery } 
almost  uninterruptedly  daring  the  entire  The  uiilUyy  indeed,  as  far  as  regards  the 
period,  so  that  scarcely  the  whole  of  any  preservation  of  the  child's  life,  Mcomes  a 
meal  is  retained  upon  the  stomach ;  and  separate  question ;  and  Baudelocque  has 
that  the  patient  becomes  much  emaciated  reasoned  speculatively  against  it  He 
under  the  debilitating  effects  consequent :  says,  that  when  the  liquor  amnii  is  dis- 
yet  the  nutrition  of  the  foetus  is  not  in-  charged  after  the  rupture  of  the  mem- 
terfered  with,  but  it  is  bom  strong,  hearty,  branes,  there  must  be  such  pressure  on  the 
and  of  full  size.  But  the  question  has  body  of  the  child  and  the  funis  umbilicalis 
been  settled  by  experiments  made  directly  as  to  destroy  its  life ;  especially  as  the  os 
for  the  purpose ;  and  although  occasionally  uteri  will  most  likely  relax  with  difficulty, 
the  starving  system  may  possibly  have  It  certainly  is  true  that  more  children  are 
some  influence,  it  is  now  admitted  that  it  bom  dead,  after  the  induction  of  prema- 
can  by  no  means  be  generally  depended  on.  ture  labour,  than  if  they  come  into  the 

The  other  method,  then,  to  obviate  the  ^O'W  at  the  fuU  time;  but  provided  we 

repetition  of  such  a  dreadful  expedient,  «*«  snatch  only  a  proporUon  from  death, 

consists  in  the  '^^  ^^^  object  is  in  a  very  great  measure 

gained.    Dr.  Hamilton  tells  us,  that  out 

iNDDCTiOH  OP  PREMATURE  LABOUR.  of  tweuty-cight  succcssive  cRscs  in  which 

Fif%t  indicated  by  nature. — Nature  herself  he  induced  premature  labour,  he  has  been 

first  pointed  out  the  most  likely  means  of  able  to  save  twenty-four  children ;    and 

remedying  the  evils  which  disasise  had  en-  in  one  patient  he  performed  the  opera 

tailed.     It  could  not  but  be  observed  that  tion  upon  ten  different  occasions.    Much 

when  women  with  small  pelves  went  into  greater  success  has  attended  Dr.  Hamilton*^ 

labour  prematurely,  the  foetus  passed  with  endeavours  than  I  can  boast  of.    In  my 

little  difficulty.    Thus  practitioners  were  practice,morethanone.halfhave  been  bom 

led  to  reason  on  the  subject,  and  to  endea-  alive,  and  might  live  to  maturity.     It 

vour  to  induce  uterine  action  before  the  has  occurred  to  me  during  the  last  twelve 

termination  of  gestation,  in  consideration  years  to  have  been  compelled  to  induce 

of  the  amazing  growth  of  the  foetus  during  labour  prematurely  forty  times.    This  may 

the  last  two  months,  and  the  probability  seem,  perhaps,  a  very  large  number;  but 

that  a  child  bom  after  the  completion  of  it  must  be  recollected  that  the  extensive 

the  seventh,  would  be  reared.    Denman  charity  which  has  supplied  the  principal 

records,  that  in  1756  a  solemn  consulta-  part  of  these  cases,  embraces  the  districts 

tion  between  the  obstetrical  practitioners  of  Spitalfields  and  BethnaUgreen,  which 

in  London  took  place  on  the  subject,  in  parishes,  I  will  take  upon  myself  to  assert, 

which  the  morality,  safety,  and  umity  of  contain  more  females  with  deformed  pelves, 

the  means,  were  fully  discussed.  than  are  to  be  met  with  over  the  same 

As  to  the  tnaralityf  there  can  be  but  one  quantity  of  square  acres  in  any  other  part 
opinion.  If  the  life  of  the  foetus  can  pro-  of  this  kingdom.  When,  also,  it  is  taken 
bably  be  saved,  and  if  much  danger  can  be  into  consideration,  that  in  most  of  the  pa- 
averted  from  the  mother,  the  morality,  as  tients  tiie  operatioa  has  been  repeated,  and 
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tbftt  some  have  uDdeiKonc  it  ^ye  and  liz  lure  on  the  funis  umbilicalis  must  be 
timet,  the  subjects  of  it  will  be  found  to  be  great  when  the  liead  is  passing  the  brim ; 
ooaDpaiatiTely  few.  Out  of  these  forty,  u>r  I  presume  on  there  being  a  want  of 
one  was  a  twin  case;  and  of  the  forty-one  space  to  warrant  a  recourse  to  the  means 
children,  twenty-three  were  bom  nliTc.  But  used.  Mr.  Barlow,  indeed,  states  that  pre- 
suppose e?en  that  the  child  should  be  bom  teraatural  presentations  are  more  frequently 
d^id,  still  we  are  giving  to  the  mother  met  with  under  distortion  of  the  pelvis 
the  best,  and  the  child  the  only,  chance  of  than  when  that  organ  is  well  formed.  His 
life ;  and  we  save  the  mother,  at  the  same  is  a  good  practioil  authority,  and  this 
time,  a  great  deal  of  personal  suffering.  remark    also    coincides    with   my    own 

Premature  labour  was  first  induced  with  observations.    Until  I  became  acquainted 

sQooessi,  in  London,  by  Dr.  Macanlay,  about  with    Mr.    Barlow's    opinion,    I  looked 

the  year  just  mentioned,  1756.  upon  this  as  an  accidental  occurrence; 

DigkuUim  in  tjfecUng  rA«  o^^.^The  dif-  and  I  do  not  know  yet  that  it  is  regulated 

ficolties  which  we  have  to  contend  with  in  by  any  precise  laws. 
endeavouring  to  save  the  child  under  the        The  third  difficulty  we  have  to  contend 

proposed  plan,  are  certainly  great;  and  with, is  the  chance  of  deception  regarding 

the  following  may  be  enumerated.     Fhnt,  the  period  of  pregnancy   at  which    the 

the  pressure  on  the  navel-string  mav  de.  operation  is  performed.    Women  are  very 

stroy    its    existence,     as     advanced   by  liable  to  be  deceived  in  their  reckoning; 

Bandelocque.    There  can  be  no  doubt  that  they  may  fancy  they  are  advanced  farther 

as  long  as  the  membranes  are  whole,  how-  than  is  really  the  case,  and  their  represen- 

erer  strongly  the  uterasmay  act,  the  pres-  tations  may  induce  us  to  bring  on  uterine 

sure  on  tht  festal  body  and  funis  is  inoon-  action  before  the  foetus  has  acquired  such 

siderable,  owing  to  the  quantity  of  fluid  a  deg^  of  perfection  as  to  enable  it  to  sus- 

which  the  womb  contains.    But  as  soon  as  tain  independent  existence  :—ot,  on  the 

the  water  is  evacuated,  when  the  parietes  other  hand,  the  patient  may  have  been  preg. 

of  the  uterus  come  into  close  contact  with  nant  before  she  was  aware  of  it;  and  we  may 

the  body  of  the  child,  it  is  very  possible  delav  the  operation  until  it  is  too  late — 

that  the  funis  umbilundis  may  suffer  such  until  the  child  is  of  too  great  a  bulk,  and 

injurious  compression  as  to  destroy  the  too  strongly  ossified,  to  pass  through  the 

child's  life;  and   this  will  therefore  be  particular  pelvis  which  the  woman  pos- 

looked  upon  as  one  of  the  chances  miU-  sesses ;  and  we  may  consequently,  in  the 

tating  against  success.  end,  be  compelled  to  resort  to  the  opera- 

Se^mdUff  children  are  more  frequently  tion    of    craniotomy;     as    has   occurred 

found  to  present  in  a  preternatural jposi-  to  myself  in  one  instance.    Though  these 

tion  previously  to  the  termination  of  ges-  difficulties,  then,  are  some  drawback  to 

tation,  than  after  the  full  time  is  com-  the  success   of  inducing   labour   prema- 

pleted.    At  a  particular  period  of  preg-  turely,  vet  they  are  by  no  means  such  as 

nancy  the  foetus  assumes  a  definite  posture,  would  mduce  us  to  cuscard  the  benefits 

from  which  it  seldom  after  varies.    What  it  holds  out 

tins  precise  period  is,  I  have  no  direct        PractUed  by  the  Aneienti, — It  is  a  fact  no 

means  of  judging;  probably  it  differs  much  less  deplorable  than  astounding,  that,  pre- 

in  different  cases;  but  the  fact  is  undoubted  viously  to  Uie  wide  spread  of  Cliristianitpr, 

thatcranMrfJb  are  more  frequently  met  with  most  of  the  nations  of  the  globe  were  m 

under  premature  labour,  either   sponta-  the    constant  habit  of  destroying  their 

neons  or  artificial,  than  in  full- timea  preg.  new-bom  infants,  and  that  the  parents 

nancies.      Of    thirty-three    oases   which  themselves  were  the  abettors  or  actual  per- 

came  under  the  knowledge  of  Dr.  Merri-  petrators  of  this  horrid  and  unnatural 

nan,  in  which  premature  labour  was  in-  craelty. 

duced,   fifteen  presented  pretematurally.        Nor  was  this  revolting  crime  confined, 

and  only  one  of  Uiese  children  was  bom  as  might  have  been  expected,  to  those 

living.    The  same  observation  I  have  my-  regions  only   where    passion   triumphed 

sdf  made,  thou|^  the  proportion  has  not  over  reason  and  morality;   but,  on  the 

been  so  huge;  for  of  the  forty-one  children  contrary,  we  find  it  most  frequent  in  the 

just  alluded  to,  fourteen  presented  pre-  fairest  and  best  caltivated  portions  of  the 

tematurally ;   and  Dubois   has   recently  globe,  and  in  proportion  as  the  people  had 

stated,  that  in  the  Mateniiti  at  Paris,  out  advanced  in  the  refinements  of  civilization. 
of  1 12  children  bom  before  the  completion        Three  principal  reasons  may  be  assigned 

of  seven  months,  in  51  cases  the  pelvis  for  the  prevalence  of  this  barbarous  cus- 

offered  itself,  and  in  5  tfae  shoulder;  mak-  tom :— religious  superstition ;  fear  lest  the 

ing  a  total  of  just  one  half  pretematural  population   might   increase   beyond    the 

presentations.    Thus,  then,  if  the  shoulder  means  of  subsistence ;  and  the  difficulty 

or  breeeh  present,  we  shall  have  little  chance  and  trouble  of  rearing  a  sickly  or  deformed 

of  saving  the  child  ;    because,  —  besides  infant    Thus,  then,  the  unnatural  private 

tha  oidinaiy  caoae  of  daager,^the  pres-  feelings  of  the  parent,  and  the  erroneous 
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policy  of  the  legislator,  equally  conduced  livened ;  for  we  Cbristians  look  upon  the 
towards  the  promotion  of  this  enormity.  ovum  as  a  man  in  embryo ;  he  is  a  beingp 
'  Both  the  sacred  and  profane  histonans  like  the  fniit  in  blossom,  and  in  a  little 
bear  ample  testimony  to  the  voluntary  de-  time  would  have  been  a  perfect  man,  had 
stmction  of  the  offspring,  as  well  before  as  nature  met  with  no  disturbance." 
after  birth.  The  procuring  abortion,  in-  While  the  destruction  of  the  omm  was 
deed,  was  cultivated  as  an  art  by  the  an-  not  regarded  as  a  sin  to  be  abhorred,  but 
cients,  particularly  the  Romans,  at  the  rather  as  an  art  honourable  to  science,  and 
period  of  their  greatest  power ;  and  in  the  useful  in  application,  we  cannot  wonder 
Satires  of  Juvenal  we  find  this  custom  that  the  practice,  if  it  had  been  really  de- 
noticed  as  almost  universal  amongst  the  voidof  personal  danger,  should  be  so  exten- 
rich ;  without  however  being  accompanied  sively  resorted  to ;  l^cause  we  cannot  pre- 
by  such  expressions  ofhorroras  might  have  sume  that  the  mother  is  actuated  by  the 
been  expected  from  his  severe  and  chasten-  same  affection  towards  the  being  in  her 
ing  pen.  This  omission  alone  would  prove  womb,  of  whose  life  she  has  had  no  evi- 
in  how  light  a  point  of  view  this  nefarious  deuce,  as  she  must  be  to  her  mature  infant, 
act  was  considered.  brought  forth  into  the  world  under  great 
The  following  is  the  passage  I  allude  suffering  and  danger  to  herself,  and  capiu 
to ;  it  will  be  found  in  the  sixth  Satire :-~  ble  of  sustaining  an  independent  life. 

It  is  curious  to  observe  that  the  very 

"  "^^^nt"  "**'  '*^°*'  *"**""  medicamlDB  poc-  nwans  which  the  ancients  resorted  to,  for 

Qua "teriles  faclt.  atque  homines  in  rentrene-  the  purpose  of  procuring  the  evacuation 

candos  of  the  womb,  are  exactly  those  which  are 

Conduclt    Gaude.  Infellx*,  atqae ipse  biheodam  practised  in  the  present  day;  forTertul- 

lr«V^rSm'^u'ir..'i:rnurr«r."""'  fiaB,  wWle  «proba«ng  th{  custom   h«. 

iEtbiopIs  fortaaee  pater.*'  descnbed  the  mstrument  by   which  the 

ovular  membranes    were    punctured,    iir 

Ovid  dedicates  the  13th  and  14th  Ele-  these  words—*'  Est  etiam  asneum  spicu- 

gies  of  his  second  book  of  Amours  to  his  i^m,  quo  jugulatio  ipsa  dirigitur,  cwjo 

mistress,  who  had  endeavoured  to  make  latrocinio,  e/i/S^uoo^oimyy  appellant ;utique 

herself  miscarry,  and  persuades  her  from  viventis    infantis   peremptorium."     And 

committing  such  an  act  again.    He  cha-  Ovid,  who  lived  nearly  250  years  before 

racterizes  the  art  of  procuring  abortion  TertuUian,  alludes  to  the  same  operation 

a  vile  invention — an  accursed  design.    In  in  the  following  passage,  addressed  also 

the  14th  Elegy  he  says—  to  his   mistress,  who  was  pregnant  by 

••  At  tenerae  faclunt,  sed  non  impand  puellse,  "*°*  •"" 

Saspe,  8QOS  utcro  quse  necak,  ipaa  peril.*'  «  Sine  creflcere  nata  i 

B«t  pretium  panra  non  lere  vita  moras. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  preser-  Veatra  quid  effi^dltls  subJecUa  viscera  tells, 

vation  of  personal  symmetry,  which  in-  Et  nondum  natis  dira  venena  daUa  f" 
deed  Ovid  pointedly  alludes  to,  and  the 

trouble  of  a  family,  were  the  motives  that    ■ — - 

induced  the  Roman  ladies    to  have  re- 
course   to  means  for  getting  rid  of  the  SCARLET   FEVER    AN  INFLAM- 
fruit  of  conception,  before  its  life  was  MATORY  DISEASE, 
made  evident  to  their  senses ;  and  it  was 

not  till  Christianity,   by  her  mild  and  by 

humane  precepts,  obtained  a  sovereignty  w           a             w                   ^ 

over  the  minii  of  this  people,  that  thi  •'^«=»  ^^'^^^  Hingeston,  Esq. 

custom  was  abolished.  

TertuUian,    the    celebrated    Christian 

writer  of  Carthage,  in   his  apology   for  After  the  perusal  of  a  paper  on  the 

ChrisUanity,  having  censured  his   couu-  Pathology   of   Scarlet  Fever,    by  Mr. 

trymen  m  the   strongest  terms  for   the  w.  Hammond,  which  appeared  in  the 

practice   of  murdenng   their   live   chil-  Medical   Gazette,    {see  TlSO,   ante), 

dren.    savs,   "  But   Christians  are    now  »         •     •*  j  ^          j       "^t     ^  ii      • 

so  far  from  homicide,  that  with  them  it  V"  'T^  f  P™^''*'''  ^"^  foUowniff 

is  utterly  unlawful  to  make  away  with  observations  of  mj  own. 

a   child  in   the  womb,  when  nature  is  Mr.  Hammond  considersthatdisease  as 

in  deliberation  about  the  man:   to  kill  inflammatory,  and  states  the  appropriate 

a  child  before  it  is  bom,  is  to  commit  mode  of  treatment  to  be  antiphlogistic, 

murder  by  advance;  and  there  is  no  dif.  With  that  gentleman   I  agree  in   bis 

fcrence  between  destroyiug  a  child  in  its  opinion.     But  mv  observations  must  be 

formation,  and  after  it  is  formed  and  de-  delivered   with   diffidence,    since    Uicy 

— aflEect  to  be  subjoined  in  corroboration 

•  infciix  marite,  of  the  testimony  of  one  who  is  my  su* 
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toerior  in  age^   rank,  and  *  experience,  is  verv  sore,  it  may  be  gargled  with 

Nevertheleai},  it  is  a  test  of  truth,  when  dilutea  vinegar.     Under  anv  circum- 

the  same  object  appears  in  the  same  stances,  it  is  riebt  to  keep  tne  patient 

light  to  two  different  x)bservere  from  two  under  the  bed-dothes,  and  not  to  be  too 

different  points  of  view ;  and  more  es-  busy  with  medicine  till  the  eruption 

pecially  when,  as  in  this  instance,  the  be^ns  to  fade ;    but  as  soon    as  the 

evidence  of   the  witnesses    cannot  be  skin  is  efflorescent,  purp^atives  must  be 

invalidated  by  the  charge  of  any  pre.  resumed ;    and,    according    to  circum. 

concerted  design.    These  observations,  stances,  the  purging  should  be^repeated 

indeed,  had  their  rise  as  far  back  as  the  at   intervals    throughout    the  ensuing 

the  ^ear  1832,  and  have  ever  since  been  fortnight.    It  is  at  this  period  of  the 

increasing  in  volume  and  importance—  fever  that  the  tongue  becomes  foul,  the 

an  importance  to  be  weighed  only  by  mouth  clammy,  we  stomach  sick,  and 

those  who  feel  the  responsibility  of  liie  the  ankles  swollen :  it  is  now  that  the 

and  death.  internal  organs  suffer.    The  throat  may 

1.  Eruptive  diseases  are  matters  of  ulcerate,  and  a  long  train  of  ugly  symp- 
but  little  moment,  so  long  as  the  erup.  toms  baffle  every  effort  of  skill  and 
tion  continues  fully  out  upon  the  skin,  medical  prudence.  In  general,  how. 
The  crimson  dappled  hue  of  measles,  ever,  all  these  symptoms  may  be  pre- 
and  the  bright  velvety  red  of  scarlet  vented  by  mercurial  and  sabne  puix- 
fever,  are  beautifiil  to  the  eye  of  a  ings  towards  the  termination  of  the 
medical  man,  who  apprehends  no  dan-  fever. 

5er  while  th£  skin  is  thus  active.    To  3.    At  the  time  when  scarlet  fever 

lese  eruptive  diseases  there  is  allotted  has  attained  to  its  climax,  inflammatory 

a  certain  definite  course  through  which  symptoms    may     develop    themselves, 

they  must  run,  progressively  stage  by  I'he  child  is  red  from  head  to  foot,  but 

stage,  before  they  terminate  in  a  reduc  the  redness  is  dusky,  especially  on  the 

tion  to  health.    Nature  herself,  in  ge-  face ;  the  eye  is  dull,  the  lips  chapped, 

neral,  manages  these  cases  well,  and,  if  the  teeth  dry,  and  the  skm  burning; 

not  interfered  with,  bringfs  about  a  re-  the  tongue  is  red  and  coarse,  like  an 

covery  both  spontaneous  and  sure :  but  ox*s  tongue    when   newly    boiled    for 

when  her  work  is  roughly  handled,  and  table ;  the  pulse  is  hurried  and  small, 

her  appointed  times  of  accession  and  the  urine  scanty,  and  the  bowels  sud- 

advance,  of  station  and  change,  inter-  denly  inactive,  or  draining  away  scanty 

rupted  and  marred,  then  she  seems  to  dark  stools:  the  child  lies  tossing  on  its' 

abandon  her  charge,  and  leave  the  case  back,  whimpering,  and  crying  for  drink ; 

entirely  to  the  superintendence  of  the  and  now  is  the  time  to  bleed.     The  loss 

officious  physician.    And  thus  it  is  that  of  blood  from  the  arm,  mercurial  purges, 

medicine  is  sometimes  scandalized,  by  saline  medicine,  and  no  food,  constitute 

its  existence  as  a  science  being  con-  the   right   treatment;  which,   if  it  be 

founded  with  the  accidental  or  malicious  adoptea  with  decision  and  collectively, 

abuse  of  its  virtues.     The  physician  alters    the    phase    of   the    nialady    in 

cures  not  an  eruptive  disease  by  check-  twenty-four  hours :    the   skin   relaxes, 

ing  its  course ;  ne  checks  only  the  in-  the  kidneys  excrete,  and  the  bowels  act 

flammation  which  grafts  itself  upon  the  better.    Omit  this  treatment,  and  dropsy 

original  disease.  and  death  is  the  couse<|uence. 

2.  Of  scarlet  fever,  the  treatment,  I  could  relate  cases  in  detail ;  which, 
in  its  mild  form,  is  simple  enough.  On  however,  few  would  read,  or,  if  they 
its  first  appearance,  it  is  proper  to  act  read  them,  would  soon  forget  My  ob- 
upon  the  bowels  by  a  smgle  dose  of  ject  is  to  enunciate  a  truth,  drawn  from 
calomel  and  rhubarb,  but  dien  to  pause,  a  microscopic  inspection  of  cases  in  the 
and  not  to  purge  again  till  the  fever  mass. 

has  passed  by.    As  the  fever  develops  4.  There  is  a  form  of  scarlet  fever  not 

itself,    the  acetate  of  ammonia,   with  generally  dwelt   upon  with   sufficient 

camphor  mixture,  may  be  administered ;  earnestness,  since  it  is  not  the  less  dan- 

thebowels  regulated  by  rhubarb  in  the  gerous    because     its    eruption    is    the 

confection  of  orange-peel ;  and  the  sto-  less  visible.     Among  several  children  of 

mach  supplied  with  light  food,  such  as  a  family  attacked,  one  child  shall  exhi- 

milk   and  water,    bread,  and  tea.     If  bit  nothing  except  a  sore-throat  fever  for 

there  is  much  thirst,  it  maybe  quenched  a  day  or  two,  without  eruption,  and  a 

¥fhh  acidulated  drinks;  if  the  throat  white  tongue,   dotted   witn  red  erect 
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papilltt.  Tbis  indisposition  quickly  diied  by  small  and  repeated  doM^of 
passes  away ;  tbe  child  may  have  ammonia.  Ammonia,  indeed,  is  always 
drooped  for  twenty-four  hours,  then  as  serviceable,  for  it  would  seem  to  throw 
quicaly  recover,  and  the  mother  and  out  the  eri^ption,  and  to  allay  the  febri- 
nurse  shortly  disrefifard  it  Some  phy-  cular  excitement.  But  the  mildest  form 
sicians  have  said  (I  quote  from  memory,  may  become  quickly  inflammatory ; 
wiAout  recollecting  to  whose  works  I  and,  aAer  all,  the  kindest  scarlet  fever  is 
should  refer)  that  its  doubtful  character  but  a  shabby  disease,  since,  on  taking 
may  be  determined  by  the  anserine,  its  farewell,  it  often  leaves  behind  it 
though  colourless,  state  of  the  skin :  something  to  be  sorry  for.  The  glands 
yet,  according  to  my  experience,  this  in  the  neck  behind  the  ears  enlarge,  or 
test  is  not  to  be  relied  upon,  and  the  in-  the  bronchia  are  irritated,  or  the  liver 
disposition  remains  suspicious  only  on  is  suspended  in  its  action,  as  well  as  the 
account  of  its  ori^n  and  connexions,  kidneys,  or  a  state  of  cachexy  ensues,  to 
But  the  notable  point  about  this  form  of  be  ameliorated  only  by  time,  attention 
scarlet  fever  is,  uiat  the  recovery  is  Ian-  to  the  bowels,  and  change  of  air.  The 
ffoid  for  the  space  of  a  week,  the  eye  ugliest  symptom,  after  a  fair  aggpression 
heavy,  and  the  tongue  white ;  and  that  of  the  malady,  is  the  oedematous  puffing 
there  is  no  cutaneous  efflorescence.  In  of  the  back  of  the  hands  and  insteps; 
one  case  which  happened  within  my  which  would  demand  (such  is  my 
knowledge,  and  passed  away  thus  opinion)  the  instant  loss  of  blood — 
seemingly  propitious,  meningitis  started  more  especially  if  the  child  is  constantly 
up  at  the  end  of  a  fortnight,  and  re-  picking  at  its  nose  or  the  bedding :  for 
quired,  for  its  subduction,  prompt  and  my  conjecture,  nay,  mj  conviction,  is, 
extensive  depletion.  These  cases,  insu-  that  this  local  oedema  is  the  patbogno- 
lated,  no  one  could  nronounce  to  be  scar-  monic  sign  of  inceptive  inflammation,  or 
let  fever;  and  yet  they  might  doubtless  at  least  of  a  general  inflammatory  dia- 
become  centres  of  infection,  and  do  re-  thesis;  which  is  confirmed  by  the  good 
quire  especial  surveillance  in  the  pro-  effects  that  ensue  from  the  loss  of  blood, 
gress  of  their  recovery.  as  well  as  by  the  tough  crassamentnm 
And  so  much  for  mild  scarlet  fever,  of  the  blood  itself.  At  all  events,  sueh 
when  viewed  under  the  aspect  of  an  in-  a  symptom  would  indicate  an  antiphlo- 
flammatory  type.  There  are  symptoms  gistic  treatment.  Unceasing  restlesa- 
^during  life,  more  than  eguivalent  to  the  ness,  sudden  startings,  an  injected  con- 
'demonstrable  chanees  ot  structure  to  be  junctiva,  a  very  red.  tong^ue,  and  mutter- 
shewn  in  the  body  after  death :  for  mg,  added  to  Uie  foregoing  signs  (all  of 
when  we  find  that  specific  signs  in  the  which  may  supervene  in  the  course  of  a 
course  of  a  disease  demand  a  specific  day  and  a  nignt),  warn  us  not  to  stand 
treatment,  and  that  that  treatment  is  idle  while  they  disclose  the  last  phases 
successful,  what  more  could  all  the  mor-  of  this  tremendous  malady, 
bid  anatomy  in  the  world  place  at  our  6.  And  now  for  the  malignant  scarlet 
disposal  P  I  do  not  undervalue  that  fever,  when  the  eruption  does  not  ap- 
branch  of  anatomy ;  but  the  physician  pear  fully  on  the  skin.  The  non-ap- 
is called  upon  to  act  in  the  chamber,  pearance  of  the  eruption  happens  gene- 
when  the  body  is  not  dead — when  its  rally  to  persons  out  of  health,  as  to  their 
disease  will  not  stand  still— when  its  stomach  and  bowels,  at  the  time  when 
structures  can  not  be  seen— and  when  the  poison  of  scarlet  fever  falls  upon 
internal  changes  are  not  to  be  discerned,  them. 

Like  a  ship  at  sea  in  the  night,  the  great  A  child  is  taken  suddenly  ill— pale, 
deep  upon  which  she  is  tossed  is  not  to  cold,  sick,  sighing,  with  a  slight  purg- 
be  regpsrded,  but  the  bearings  of  her  ing ;  he  looks  as  if  be  would  die,  being 
tack  must  be  made  accordin^r  to  the  sig-  so  very  sunken.  After  a  few  hours  the 
nals  of  the  light-house  on  the  beach.  skin  becomes  hot,  dry,  rough,  and  co- 
Let  no  one  suppose  that,  from  what  louriess ;  the  lips  are  parched,  the 
has  been  here  stated,  every  case  ought  cheeks  patohed  with  red,  the  eves 
to  be  blooded.  Not  so ;  there  are  many  glazed,  and  the  intellect  gone.  The 
cases  which  do  well  enough  without  pulse  is  excessively  quick  and  undulat- 
any  medical  attention  at  all.  So  mild  ing,  and  the  action  of  the  heart  tumul- 
are  some  forms  of  scarlet  fever,  as  to  re-  tuous ;  the  pnecordia  is  painful,  the 
quire  merely  a  saline  and  a  laxative,  urine  scanty,  and  the  fasces  green,  ino- 
and,  if  the  eruption  halts,  to  be  expe-  dorous,  and  knotty.    The  enHd  either 
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tosses  about  inoessantlj,  or  else  lies  still  0.  The  treatment  proper  to  pevent 

and  comatose;  and  exhibits  in  succes-  the  asthenic  ferer  and  dropsy  in  this 

sion   subsultus  tendinum,    coUiqaatiTe  disease  is  ftmp/e,  if  it  be  adopted  eaWy, 

sweating,    delirium,  and  death.     And  and  with  energy.    It  is  that  of  seizing 

this  scene  may  pass  away  in  a  few  short  Me  moment  proper  for  venesection ;  for 

hours  or  days,  so  swift  is  the  passage  of  in  these  cases  there  is.  between  the  iu- 

scarlatina  mali^a.  ceptive  prostration  of  strengfth  and  the 

However,  this  speedy  catastrophe  is  terminal  dropsy,  a  time  marked  by  a 
not  common.  The  more  usnal  mode  of  full  pulse,  a  hot  skin,  and  all  the  usual 
this  sudden  attack  is  that  of  a  partial  sinis  of  inflammatory  fever.  In  gene- 
recovery  finora  the  first  depression,  fol-  ral,  a  painful  point  may  be  detected 
lowed  by  a  short  stage  of  inflammatory  among  some  one  of  the  thoracic  or  ab- 
fever  at  first,  and  next  by  a  long  and  dominal  viscera,  or  the  brain  may  be 
slow  degeneration  of  all  the  powers  of  found  unduly  excited ;  and  this  is  the 
life.  time  for  bleeding  and  pumng  with  ca- 

6L  The  re-action  puts  forth  an  imper-  lomel  and  neutru  salts,  and  putting  into 
feet  eruption,  not  velvety  and  smooth,  play  all  those  means  which  are  known 
as  in  the  mild  scarlet  fever,  but  rough,  to  relax  the  emunctories,  and  quell  ar- 
and  in  natches,  on  the  inner  sides  of  the  terial  action.  The  blood  when  abstract- 
limbs,  the  outer  sides  of  which  become  ed  will  be  found,  if  not  always  cupped 
as  harsh  as  if  they  had  been  chafed  by  and  buffed,  yet  so  firm,  that  by  the 
the  flesh-brush.  A  bounding  pulse,  and  means  of  a  fork  it  mav  be  lifted  clean 
the  exalted  energy  of  the  bniin,  predict  out  of  the  serum  in  which  it  floats.  If 
the  approaching  assault  of  inflammatory  this  mode  of  treatment  be  adopted,  the 
action.  The  tongue,  red  and  rou^h  as  i^ase  gets  well  of  itself;  a  refreshing 
usual,  is  covered  with  dry  erect  papillae ;  sleep  usually  follows  upon  the  loss  of 
the  lungs  labour,  the  heart  throbs,  and  the  olood.  Even  young  children  may 
the  intellect  is  dreamy  and  half-awake,  be  bled  from  the  arm,  a  mode  of  procur- 

7.  From  this  transient  state  of  dis-  ing  blood  far  preferable  to  the  uncertain 

tinct   excitement,  the    disease  rapidly  drainage  from  leech  bites;  and  it  is  but 

drops  down  into  a  form  of  asthenic  fe-  fair  to  record  the  resolution  with  which 

▼er^    A  purging  comes  and  goes ;  sordes  these  little  ones  put  out  their  arms  to  be 

collect  about  the  teeth;    the  pulse  is  bandaged,  and  suffer  the  vein  to  be 

hurried  and  fluctuating;  and  tne  flesh  opened.    The  proprietor  of  blood-letting 

wastes.    The  patient  lies  tossing  on  the  can  be  tested  by  experience  alone ;  still 

bed,  muttering  and  naked.    The  throat,  I  know  (or  fancy  I  know),  that  none  of 

the  pharynx,  and,  the  chambers  of  the  those  cases  in  wnich  the  lancet  has  been 

note,  ulcerate ;  the  cervical  glands  in-  used,  have  been  followed  by  drepsy,  but 

flame  and  suppurate  imperfectly,  and  that  dropsy  has  followed  wnen  bleeding 

the  skin  exoonates  about  the  anus  and  has  not  oeen  exereised. 

testes.  10.  There  are  other  remedies  recom- 

6.  This  ftver  leads  to  dropsy.  The  mended  and  made  use  of  in  all  stages  of 
akin  peels  ofl*  in  flakes  from  the  fingers  scarlet  fever,  from  its  severest  to  its 
and  lips,  and  in  abundant  scurfy  s<^eS  mildest  form ;  and  these  we  can  shortly 
from  the  body  and  limbs.  As  soon  as  review.  1.  Gargles  are  always  useful, 
the  transpiration  of  the  skin  is  inter-  for  the  fauces  should  be  cleansed  from 
rupted  by  its  exfoliation,  the  oedema  en-  mucus,  and  the  teeth  from  sordes.  2.  Of 
sues ;  first  on  the  insteps  and  backs  of  blisters,  much  doubt  must  be  entertained 
the  bands ;  from  thence  slowly  ascend-  as  to  their  efficacy :  they  do  not  relieve 
ing  up  the  limbs  to  the  trunk,  the  face,  local  pain,  and  oflen  leave  behind 
atra  at  last  to  the  splanchnic  cavities,  them  troublesome  sores,  which  may 
All  the  functions  of  life  become  througbly  quickly  pass  into  gangrenous  ulceration, 
deranged.  On  the  skin  over  the  spine  The  only  time  when  blisters  seem  to 
and  tuberosities  of  the  ischia,  foul  ulcers  be  serviceable  is  in  removing  that 
open;  and  the  like  calamity  happens  chronic  enlargement  of  the  cervical 
over  bones  touched  by  the  opposite  glands  behinclthe  ears  during  conva- 
joints,  or  worn  by  the  unavoidable  pres-  lescence,  or  when  health  has  oeen  re- 
sure  of  the  bedding.  Long  before  the  stored.  3.  The  use  of  a  diffusive  sti- 
eud,  every  evil  sign  infests  the  body ;  mulaut  is  certain,  from  the  beginning  to 
all  the  concomitants  of  marasmus,  and  the  dose  of  the  illness.  In  tne  mildest 
all  the  forerunners  of  death.  forms,  it  is  the  chief  and  almofi  the  only 
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remedy.  In  the  inceptive  prostration  of  the  brain,  when  the  vital  powers  fint 
strength,  when,  at  the  first  onset  of  the  sink  under  the  shock,  and  then  react,  in 
malignant  type,  the  skin  is  pallid,  and  consequence  of  the  injury, 
the  brain  and  nervous  system  depressed,  11.  Ammonia  has  by  some  practi- 
as  if  from  the  shock  of  a  violent  accident,  tioners  been  exhibited  in  all  cases ;  and 
ammonia  is  the  most  appropriate.  At  they  have  maintained  ^at  it  has  at  M 
U>is  time,  ammonia  in  fuA  doses-,  and  fre-  times  been  equally  successful  in  all 
quent  sponging  of  the  body  with  warm  forms  of  scarlet  fever.  Men  of  the  world 
vinegar  and  water,  seldom  fail  in  rous-  make  large  deductions  from  these  broad 
ing  the  latent  powers  of  life;  and  these  assertions;  for  they  know  that  there  is 
stimulants  may  be  continued  till  the  nothing  to  be  relied  on  solely  in  the 
action  of  the  skin  is  fully  developed,  management  of  any  affair :  our  conduct 
But  it  is  at  this  time,  when  the  body  is  must  bend  to  change,  circumstance,  and 
struck  down,  pale  and  cold,  as  it  were,  expediency,  as  they  are  met  with  unex- 
from  a  blow  on  the  head,  that  bleeding  pected  or  foreseen.  Ammonia,  in  the 
and  mercurializing,  under  the  false  nands  of  others,  perhaps,  may  have  been 
notion  of  congested  brain  or  lung^,  is  so  more  successful  than  it  has  been  in 
fatally  prejudicial ;  for  now,  life,  already  mine ;  inasmuch  as  I  have  found  it, 
quivering  under  the  first  shock  of  the  like  other  remedies,  useful  only  at  cer* 
animal  poison,  might  be  extinguished  at  tain  times,  on  right  occasions,  and  dur- 
once  by  administering  any  the  slightest  ing  stated  conditions  of  the  brain  and 
depressant  The  principle  of  treatment  vascular  system.  And,  truly,  were 
to  be  here  adoptea  is  one  of  restoration :  ammonia,  per  m,  a  specific,  then  might 
it  is  that  of  exciting  the  heart  to  acti-  the  natural  history  and  treatment  of 
vity,  and  of  inspiriting  the  energy  of  scarlet  fever  be  dispatched  in  a  couple 
the  brain ;  the  consequent  reaction  is  to  of  words.  But  the  virtues  of  the  car- 
be  combated  with  its  usual  weapons,  bonate  of  ammonia  are  these : — that  on 
4.  Of  tonics,  nothing  good  can  be  affirm-  the  principle  of  a  diffusive  tonic — ^not 
ed.  If  thev  are  beneficial  at  all,  it  is  stimulant — it  sustains  the  action  of  the 
when  bleeding  has  been  omitted,  and  heart  and  arteries, promotes  the  eruptive 
the  disease  is  becoming  ])rogressively  process  over  the  skin,  and^  instead  of 
asthenic,  with  dropsy,  creeping  from  the  neating,  would  seem  to  allay  the 
insteps  to  the  thighs,  and  from  the  wrists  drought  of  fever.  At  all  events,  a  foul 
to  the  arms.  The  mineral  ac:ds  are  tongue  becomes  clean  under  its  use,  a 
palatable;  the  quinine  is  nauseous;  and  sore  throat  diminishes,  and  the  bowels 
the  infusion  of  bark,  the  favourite  remedpr  act  with  kindness  and  moderation.  Yet 
of  Dr.  Heberden,  is  harmless  and  iueffi-  all  of  a  sudden  it  fails;  for,  if  inflamma- 
cacious.  They  may  indeed  kindle  an  tion  shall  have  been  set  up  in  any  of 
appetite,  and  give  some  chance  to  the  the  splanchnic  cavities,  this  salt  is  re« 
resiliency  of  nature,  but  it  is  a  mode  of  jectea  by  the  stomach,  the  patient  b 
temporising,  which  here,  as  in  most  tea  zed,  the  pulse  accelerated,  the  brain 
other  matters,  does  but  postpone  and  in-  alarmed,  and  the  eruption  dispersed, 
sure  the  final  mischief*.  Now  these  are  the  cases  which  fling  us 
We  may  therefore  conclude  that  much  back  upon  ourselves,  and  compel  us  to 
is  certain  in  regard  to  treatment :— I.  act  upon  the  spot,  according  to  our  own 
To  sustain  the  action  of  the  skin  in  the  judgments  and  the  exigencies  of  the 
milder  cases.  2.  To  purge  towards  the  moment.  The  cause  of  Uie  disturbance 
close  of  the  malady.  3.  To  keep  a  sharp  is  to  be  sought  for,  detected,  examined, 
look  out  for  inflammatory  signals,  and  and  understood,  before  we  can  proceed 
to  act  accordingly.  4.  ni  the  severer  rationally  to  our  business ;  and  we 
cases,  to  recover  the  body  from  its  first  might  give  ammonia  for  ever,  and  yet 
depression  by  diffusive  stimulants  and  never  be  nearer  the  mark,  unless,  at  the 
warm  ablution.  5.  To  meet  the  subse-  same  time,  we  undertook  to  think  for 
quent  reaction  by  bleeding  and  mercu-  ourselves.  In  practice,  every -day  expe- 
rial  purgations ;  which  mode  of  treat-  rience  casts  me  off  farther  and  farther 
meiit  is  precisely  that  which  the  surgeon  from  tyttematic  ^shall  I  say  $cholattic  P) 
adopts  in  cases  of  mechanical  injury  to  works  on  medicine ;   and  I  go  back  to 

monographs  copied    from  nature,  and 

^  .  even  Uien  find  myself  sometimes  stand- 

d:wJiy'rUT'4!i,''r.ir'„°p,!S:'';t."*^«hh  «»  al«ne  i„  a  wdden,e«  of  dbe«e. 

which  one  endures  frpm  dcUy  and  vacUUtlon  of  1,  Fin»baryo|>Uce,  South, 

ffurpoee  i  June  IS,  1834. 
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cAiB  IK  wmcH  THB  doubt  AS  to  thc  propriety  of  endearour- 

BURSTING  OF  AN  ANEURISM  OF  ing  to  relieve  the  patient  by  laryngo- 

THE  AORTA  WAS  SURVIVED  tomy, which  was  immediately  performed. 

FOR  SOME  HOURS ;  ^he  operation  was  speedily  completed 

little  blood  flowing  from  the  division  of 

With  the  Poamortem  Appearancet,  ctnd  Eemark*  the  integuments ;   and  an  opening  was 

on  tfu  Caute  of  Death.  easily  made  between  the  thyroid  and 

Br  J.   F.  Crookbs,   Esq.  cricoid  cartilages,  of  sufficient  extent  to 

Rottte  Snigeon  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hoipltal.  permit  the  introduction  of  a  large.sized 

tube  ;    it  was,  however,  ineiTectual  in 

restoring  animation.     Artificial  respira- 

Jahes  Aldis,  a  middle-a^d  man,  by  tion  was  kept  up,  until  hopes  could  no 

trade  a  working  silversmith,   was.  ad-  longer  be  entertained  of  its  being  at- 

mitted  into  the  hospital  on  the  13th  of  tended  by  success. 
May  last.  Examination    of  the    body,  twenty 

tie   stated,   on  admission,    that  his  hours  after  death.-^On  reflecting  the 

neck  had  suddenly  begun  to  swell  about  skin  of  the  neck,  the  cause  of  the  swelU 

two  hours  previously,  without  any  as*  ing  became  apparent  immediately ;  the 

signable  cause  ;   and   that  it   had  in-  cellular  tissue  of  the  different  intermus* 

creased  so  rapidly  in  size,  as  to  render  cular  spaces   bein^  loaded  with  dark> 

it  necessary  to  take  ofi"  hi^  neckcloth,  colourea  blood,  principally  in  a  firmly. 

and   undo  the   collar  of  bis  shirt,   to  coagulated  state.      Tne    large   vessels 

relieve  the  sensation  of  suflbcation  which  were  completely  surrounded  by  the  eflti* 

was  produced  by  their  pressure.  sion,  which  had  also  extended  behind 

The  neck  was  now  evidently  much  the  oesophagus,  from  the  base  of  the 
enlarged  from  the  head  downwards  to  neck  to  the  skull,  so  as  to  separate  it  to 
the  clavicles  and  sternum ;  the  outlines  a  considerable  extent  from  the  spine, 
of  the  muscles  were  observed,  giving  On  removing  the  sternum  and  cartilages 
a  unifonn  rotundity  and  smoothness  to  of  Uie  ribs,  a  large  quantity  of  bloody 
its  surface,  and  a  sensation  of  elasticity  serum  escapid  from  the  cavity  of  the 
was  communicated  to  the  finger  on  right  pleura,  which,  together  with  that 
pressure.  On  looking  into  the  throat,  still  remaining  in  the  chest  on  the  same 
the  pharynx  seemed  to  be  pushed  for-  side,  must  have  amounted  to  at  least  two 
wards  against  the  sofl  palate,  and  pre-  quarts.  The  anterior  mediastinum  con- 
sented a  puffy  appearance ;  respiration  tained  a  large  mass  of  coaeulum,  which 
was,  however,  performed  with  ease,  and  seemed  to  extend  around  the  trachea 
he  experiencea  no  difficulty  in  swal-  and  large  vessels  to  the  spine,  and  was 
lowing  fluids.  His  countenance  was  thence  continued  onwards,  so  as  to  sepa- 
thin  and  bloodless,  and  his  pulse  feeble,  rate  the  pleura  of  the  right  side,  at  its 
He  had  walked  from  his  own  residence  upper  and  back  part,  from  the  walls  of 
to  the  hospital,  and  afterwards  up  several  the  chest.  This  extensive  effusion,  and 
pairs  of  stairs  to  the  ward.  On  question-  the  firmness  of  the  coagulation  of  the 
ing  him  upon  the  history  of  his  affec-  blood,  having  much  obscured  the  dif- 
tion,  he  stated  that  he  had  suffered  for  ferent  parts  of  the  neck  and  chest,  they 
several  weeks  from  slight  cough  and  were  removed  from  the  skull  down- 
occasional  pains  in  the  chest,  and  that  wards  to  the  diaphragm,  and  afterwards 
he  bad,  at  difierent  times  during  the  carefully  examined,  when  an  aneurism 
last  eight  days,  experienced  difficulty  of  the  aorta,  of  the  size  of  a  small  hen's 
in  swulowing;  but  did  not  seem  to  egg^  was  discovered.  It  had  commenced 
consider  these  symptoms  as  having  any  in  the  artery,  at  its  inner  and  front 
connexion  with  his  present  state.  aspect,  rather  below  the  point  at  which 

He  was  ordered  to  be  put  to  bed  the  arch  terminates  in  the  descending 
immediately,  after  which  it  was  intended  aorta,  and,  taking  a  direction  medially, 
to  make  an  examination  of  the  chest  appeared  to  have  passed  behind  the 
by  the  stethoscope.  Percussion  was  bronchus  without  interfering  with  it, 
performed  at  the  time,  and  gave  a  and  apparently  to  have  become  con- 
clear  sound  throughout  both  lungs,  nected  with  the  oesophagus;  some  of 
About  a  quarter  of  an  hour  afterwaras,  the  fibres  of  its  muscular  coat  appear- 
and before  auscultation  was  performed,  ing  to  be  continued  on  to  the  sac. 
symptoms  of  suffocation  again  came  on,  A  clean  dissection  of  these  parts  was 
and  in  so  urgent  a  form  as  to  leave  no  then  made,  and  the  point  at  which  the 
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aneurism  had  bunt  was  found  to  be  at  scarcely  be  looked  to  for  a  satisfactory- 
its  upper  extremity,  immediately  behind  elucidation  of  it;  moreoTer,  reganling 
the  left  border  of  the  oesophagus ;  the  it  as  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  iuuf^ 
situation  of  the  rupture  being  indicated  to  relieve  themselves  of  their  state  of 
by  a  mass  of  ragged  cellular  tissue,  in-  congestion,  we  should  expect  to  have 
termixed  with  coas^lated  blood.  Upon  found  an  equal  deposit  in  hoth  sides  of 
opening  the  oesophaens,  the  sac  of  the  the  chest.  I  am  rather  inclined  to  tam^ 
aneurism  was  seen  bulging  into  it,  so  as  sider  it  aa  tlie  mult  of  m  tfanswialion  of 
nearly  to  obliterate  the  paange  br  serum  firom  the  coagulated  blood  which 
pressing^  the  aides  together;  and  a  small  was  discoTered  between  the  pleura  and 
spot  on  its  smlace,  evidently  in  a  slough-  the  wall  of  the  chest  of  the  same  side. 
iag  state,  shewed  that  the  tumor  would  The  surface  of  the  body  appeared  to 
soon  hare  given  way  in  this  situation,  me  to  become  cold  more  speeduy  in  this 
The  aorta  having  been  next  slit  up,  the  case  than  under  ordinary  circumstances ; 
aperture  was  seen  by  which  that  vessel  and  I  should  rather  consider  death  to 
communicated  with  the  sao— larger  in  have  been  produced  from  the  deposition 
size  than  the  diameter  of  an  ordinaiy  of  blood  into  the  anterior  mediastinum; 
quill,  of  an  irregular  form,  and  sur-  impeding  the  action  of  the  heart,  than 
rounded  by  large  folds  of  the  lining  from  any  mechanical  obstruction  to  the 
membrane  of  the  artery.  Small  pieces  passage  of  air  into  the  lungs.  This 
of  fibrine^  were  readily  drawn  through  view  appears  to  be  furtiiier  suppoited  by 
the  opening,  and  a  blow-pipe  passed  the  coagulated  stats  of  the  buMd  after 
easily  from  the  vessel  into  the  sac,  and  death,  which  is  opposed  to  the  state  in 
through  the  orifice  by  which  the  blood  which  it  is  generally  found  after  suffo- 
had  been  effused  into  the  neck.  There  cation, 
was  no  apparent  disease  of  the  heart, 
and  the  lungs  and  other  viscera,  as  well  ^^n*  l^*  l^M. 
as  the  remaining  portion  of  the  aorta, 
seemed  healthy.  • 

The    above    case    appears    to    me 

interesting    in  ^several    respects;   but  OBSERVATIONS  UPON  ARSENIC, 
especidly   from   the   satisfactonr  elu- 

ciaation    it  affords  of   the    indefinite  And  the  rmdiett  fMotu  tf  detecting  it  as 
symptoms  which  presented  themselves  aPoiaon, 
on     the    patient's    admission.       Had  _     .         .,            m«^        . 
he  been  s^en  during  the  progress  of  ^^  ^"^-  MuaaAT,  MJ).  op  ABEanEEN. 
the  disease,    I    have  but  little    doubt  _^ 
but  that  there  would  have  been  suffi- 
cient evidence  of  its  nature ;  but  present-  The  best  authorities  direct  arsenic  to  be 
ing  himself  under  the   circumstances  distinguished  by  the  following  circum- 
aTOve  mentioned,  the  case  seemed  very  stances — the    alliaceous    odour   of  its 
obscure.     A  person  living  for  such  a  fumes,  (which,  however, in  smell,  appear 
length  of  time  after  the  bursting  of  an  to  me  to  resemble   phosphorus    more 
aneurism  of  the  aorta,  the  quantity  of  than  garlic) ;  the  silvery  stain  produced 
blood  effused,  and  the  patient  oeing  able  upon  copper,  when  heated  in  contact 
to  walk  a  considerable  distance,  and  with  arsenic ;  the  effect  of  certain  tests 
even  up  stairs,  during  its  effusion,  are  upon  the  solution  of  this  substance;  the 
also  pomts  of  interest.    The  quantity  of  reduction  of  the  powder  to  the  state  of  a 
blooay  serum  found  in  the  pleura  of  one  metal,  and  the  conversion  again  of  this 
side,  with  the  total  absence  of  fluid  on  into  the  oxide  of  arsenic,  by  means  of 
the  other,  is  sin^lar,  and  does  not  seem  heat.    It  may  be  added,  that  Dr.  Cbris- 
to  be  satisfactorily  accounted  for.    It  is  tison,  our  most  distinguished  authority 
fair  to  infer,  I  think,  that  it  had  taken  in  matters  of  the  present  kind,  prefers 

Jilace    subsequently  to  his  admission,  the  reduction,  and  subsequent  oxidation, 

rom  the  clearness  of  the  sound  pro-  of  the  metal.    The  experiments  which 

duced  by  percussion  of  the  chest  soon  point  out  afar  easier,  and,  I  am  inclined 

afterwards ;  and  supposing  such  to  have  to  believe,  a  more  certain  and  delicate 

been  the  case,  how  can  we  account  for  method,  are  as  follow. 
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stain  thus  produced,  a  single  drop  of  a  unnecessary  to  detail  these  various  ap- 
solution  of  common  nitrate  of  silver  was  pearances ;  but  one  of  the  most  singular 
rubbed  bj  means  of  the  rod.  A  phial  con-  maybe  mentioned,  which  sometimes  is 
tainin^  common  hartshorn  was  then  im-  observed  when  a  drop  of  hartshorn  is 
mersed  in  hot  water,  and  over  its  open  added  to  the  mixture  of  nitrate  of  silver 
mouth  the  paper  was  held  (the  arsenic  and  arsensic,  namely,  a  lemon-coloured 
being  on  the  upper  surface,  for  the  sake  ring  surrounding  a  colourless  centre, 
of  TOtter  observing  the  appearances)  The  whole  spot,liowever,  afler  a  little 
when  the  whitish  spot  became  in  a  few  time,  assumes  the  yellow  appearance, 
seconds  lemon-yellow.  The  arsenical  The  appearances  produced  by  putting  a 
spot  beinfif  kept  over  the  hartshorn  for  drop  of  hartshorn  upon  paper  on  which 
a!l>out  half  a  minute  more,  the  yellow  arsenic  and  solution  of  sulphate  of  cop- 
colour  entirely  disappeared,  but  it  re-  per  have  been  mixed,  as  in  experiment 
turned  when  toe  paper  was  removed  from  3,  deserve  to  be  slightly  alludea  to :  the 
the  phial  and  held  close  to  the  water.  central  portion  loses  its  blueness  by  ex- 

2.  Upon  an  arsenical  stain  of  the  kind  posure,  and,  in  proportion  as  it  does  so^ 
described,  was  rubbed  a  drop  of  solution  the  greenish  margin  gets  more  and  more 
of  sulphate  of  copper,  and  toe  paper  was  of  the  bluish  hue;  and,  indeed,  every 
then  oeld  over  hartshorn  placed  as  be-  variety  of  g^reen  may  be  seen  in  Uiis  ex- 
fore.  Almost  immediately  a  mixture  of  periment.  Ultimately  we  have  in  gene- 
blue  and  green  streaks  was  perceived,  ral  a  verdigris  ring  surrounding  a  spot 
and  in  a  few  seconds  more,  the  spot  be*  whose  colour  is  a  gpreen  not  very  ois- 
came  of  a  beautiful  blue  colour.    The  tant   from   yellow.      Weak    hartshorn 

Eaper  was  then  removed  from  the  harts,  seems  fittest  for  3  and  4,  and  the  stronger 

om,  and  allowed  to  float  upon  the  hot  kind  for  1  and  2.  When  the  ammoniacal 

water,  when  the  blue  in  a  few  seconds  sulphate  of  copper  is  used,  the  colour  va- 

was  converted  into  a  decided  green.  ries  with  the  strength  of  toe  test,  from  a 

I  am  disposed  to  believe  that  either  of  green,  which  may  be  called  passing  into 

these  easy  experiments  is  quite  conclu-  blue,  to  the  same  colour  about  to  pass 

aive.    Jointly,  they  form  a  proof  which  into  yellow ;    the  former  modification 

appears  liable  to  no  possible  obiection.  being  produced   when  the  preparation 

They  may  be  varied  in  many  aifierent  of  copper  is  strong,  and  the  latter  when 

wars,  as  the  following  statement  shows,  it  is  much  diluted  with  water.    When 

3.  A  spot  was  prepared  with  arsenic  the  test  is  of  a  medium  strength,  the 
and  sulpnate  of  copper,  (as  in  the  last  colour  produced  with  arsenic  is  of  an  in- 
experiment),  upon  which  a  single  drop  termediate  kind,  being  grass-green,  or 
of  hartshorn    was   placed,   when  the  emerald-green. 

whole  spot  after  a  short  interval  became  The  preceding  method  has  various  ad- 

of  a  green  hue.  vantages  over  the  application  of  tests 

4.  A  spot  was  prepared  with  arsenic  to  arsenic,  after  it  has  been  brought  to 
and  nitrate  of  silver,  (as  in  eneriment  1.)  a  state  of  solution ;  and  still  more  is  it 
A  drop  of  common  hartshorn  being  preferable  to  trusting  to  the  odour  of 
added  to  it,  caused  a  fine  lemon-yellow  the  fumes,  or  the  alloy  formed  with  cop- 
coloor.                                                  ^  per.  ^  It  is  enough,  however,  to  compare 

5.  Arsenic  was  put  on  paper,  as  in  it  with  the  mode  of  proceeding  at  pre- 
the  former  experiments,  and  a  minute  sent  the  most  esteemea—- viz.  the  reouc- 
quantity  of  liquid  ammoniacal  sulphate  tion  and  subsequent  conversion  of  the 
of  coppw  was  smartly  rubbed  upon  the  metal  into  the  oxide  of  arsenic. 

spot,  when  it  soon  became  of  a  green  In  the  y?r«^  place  it  may  be  mentioned, 

colour.                              ^  that,  bj  any  of  the  methods  suggested 

6.  A  very  small  ouantity  of  the  am-  by  this  paper,  it  is  easy  to  detect  a 
moniacal  nitrate  of  silver  was  rubbed  quantity  or  arsenic  much  less  than  the 
upon  an  arsenical  spot,  and  an  imme-  most  skilful  chemist  can  reduce  to  the 
diate  yellowness  was  the  consequence.  metallic  state.     Few  persons  can  de- 

In    the    first   two    experiments    the  pend  upon   reducina  I -20th,  or    even 

strengrUi  of  the  ammonia  materially  in-  1-lOth,  of  a  g^in  of  arsenic;  but  I  feel 

llaences  the  rapidity  of  its  effects ;  and  convinced  that  it  is  Muy,  by  the  methods 

the  same  circumstance,  in  experiments  3  here  sug^pested,  to  detect  1-dOOthpart, 

and  4,  regulates  the  exact  nature  of  the  and  foisible  to  detect  1-lOOOth  part  of 

changes,  which  accordingly  are  of  seve-  a  grain,  and  perhaps  a  smaller  quantity 

imi  omerent  and  curious  kinds.    It  is  or  arsenic  in  the  form  of  powder.    As  a 
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proof  of  this,  I  have  just  now  taken  one  arsenic  by  the  eje,  and  it  may  be  plaiisi- 
carefully-weiffhed  grain  of  whitearsenic,  biy  arg-ued,that,  havinc^  reduced  white  ar- 
and  spread  it  out  as  much  as  possible  senic  to  the  metallic  form,  we  gain,  at 
upon  writing'-paper,  and,  by  means  of  least  in  this  case,  but  little,  by  convert, 
the  ammoniacal  nitrate  of  silver,  I  have,  ins'  it  again  into  powder,  which  is  to  be 
with  great  ease,  and  even  in  a  hasty  judged  of  by  the  eye ;  since,  if  ocular 
manner,  made  upwards  of  400  separate  inspection  had  sufficed,  the  whole  steps 
and  distinct  yeHow  spots.  Many  of  were  unnecessary, 
these  are  double  the  size  of  others,  and  The  manner  of  applying  ammonia, 
more  than  four  times  the  size  of  what  adopted  in  experiments  1  and  2,  is  new ; 
might  be  ver;^  easily  seen ;  and  a  con-  and  not  only  forms  a  rather  elegant 
siderable  portion  of  the  arsenical  stain  chemical  experiment,  but  is  farther  a 
is  unoccupied,  for  the  sake  of  making  far  better  way,  as  I  think,  of  introducing 
the  spots  clearly  separate.  Further,  an  alkali,  than  any  method  which  has 
having  reason  to  think  that  most  of  the  been  previously  in  use.  The  effects  of 
other  modes  adopted  in  the  experiments  the  ammonia  may  be  thus  explained  in 
are  equally  delicate  as  the  ammoniuret  a  general  way.  When  a  certain  quan- 
of  silver,  I  feel,  for  these  reasons,  fully  tity  of  this  vapour  is  added  to  a  combi- 
at  liberty  to  make  the  above  assertion,  nationof  sulphate  of  copper  and  arsenic. 
It  is  at  least  certain,  that,  following  a  double  attraction  is  brought  into  play, 
one  or  other  of  the  methods  sugjjfested  which  causes  the  formation  of  the  green 
in  this  paper,  we  may  distinguish  the  arsenitc  of  copper.  Continuing  to  apply 
smallest  portion  of  arsenic  that  has  any  the  fumes,  we  produce  the  blue  colour 
chance  of  being  submitted  to  examina  •  usually  struck  between  copper  and  am- 
tion — indeed,  almost  as  small  a  quantity  monia;  and,  indeed,  it  is  not  always 
as  can  be  clearly  seen  by  the  sharpest  eye.  easy  to  prevent  this  occurrence  even 
A  method  calculated  for  extremely  from  tlie  first;  for  the  blue  is  not  pre- 
minute  quantities  of  arsenic  is  not  a  cir-  ceded  by  green,  unless  the  ammonia  is 
cumstaiice  of  slender  importance,  since  cautiously  applied.  The  blue  ammo- 
it  has  not  very  seldom  happened  in  niuret  of  copper  prevents  or  obscures  the 
medico-legal  investigations  that  it  has  formation  of  the  arsenite,  which,  how- 
been  necessary  to  examine  a  very  mi-  ever,  becomes  apparent  when  the  blue, 
nute  quantity  of  powder  suspected  to  be  ness  is  removed  upon  dissipating  the 
this  poison,  derived  from  articles  of  food  ammonia  by  means  of  heat,  or  by  ex- 
with  which  it  had  been  mixed ;  or  pro-  posure  to  the  atmosphere  for  some  time, 
cured  from  the  stomach,  either  adhering  Again,  when  a  combination  of  nitrate 
to  the  surface  of  that  organ  or  mixed  ofsilver  with  arsenic  is  exposed  to  harts, 
with  its  contents.  Farther,  the  methods  horn,  the  yellow  arsenite  of  silver  is  the 
now  suggested  are  not  only  less  trouble-  consequence,  while  a  greater  quantity 
some  and  more  delicate  than  the  test  by  of  vapour  removes  the  colour  oy  dis- 
reduction,  but  they  are  also  free  from  solving  the  salt.  Aflerwards,  heat  re- 
the  chance  of  failure,  to  which  it  is  in  stores  the  yellowness,  obviously  by  dis- 
some  degree  liable.  I  am  awaro  that  sipating  the  excess  of  ammonia, 
the  reduction-test  will  in  general  sue-  At  one  time  the  fixed  alkalies  were 
ceed,  and  that  it  may  even  happen  to  do  added  to  the  arsenical  solution,  after 
so  completely,  in  the  hands  or  one  who  which  the  nitrate  of  silver  was  dropped 
has  never  beforo  tried  or  witnessed  the  in.  In  this  method,  however,  when  a 
experiment;  but  it  is,  on  the  other  hand,  phosphate  exists  in  the  lii^uid,  a  yellow 
certain,  that  he  who  has  repeatedly  pro.  precipitate  takes  place,  similar  m  ap. 
duced  the  metallic  crust  will  occasionally  pearance  to  the  arsenite  of  silver;  and, 
fail  in  his  object,  owing,  perhaps,  to  besides,  the  alkali  and  the  nitrate  act 
accidental  peculiarities  in  the  flux  made  upon  one  another,  and  thus  create  a  con- 
use  of.  As  to  Dr.  Turner^s  ingenious  fusion  in  some  cases.  As  an  improve- 
process  for  converting  the  metallic  crust  meut,  ammonia  was  used  instead  of  the 
into  common  arsenic,  I  shall  not  discuss  fixed  alkalies,  and  was  added  to  the 
its  merits,  as  tlie  preceding  arguments  arsenical  solutions  eitlier  before  or  afler 
^re  valid,  even  considering  it  possible  to  the  nitrate  ofsilver;  but  this  was  found 
distinguish  metallic  arsenic  with  un-  an  uncertain  plan,  as  the  success  de- 
erring  certainty.  It  is  enou^fh  to  say,  peuds  upon  a  dcfiuite  quantity  of  am- 
that  Dr.  Turner's  process  ultimately  de-  monia  being  used.  To  obviate  this  dif- 
pendft  upon  distinguishing  the  powder  of  ficulty,  the  ammonia  was  added  to  the 
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test;  and  it  was  believed  tbat  the  am-  if  any  whitish  powder,  howeTer  little 
moniacal  nitrate  of  silver  possessed  the  can  be  procurea,  whether  adhering  to 
double  advantage  of  not  acting  upon  wrapping -paner  or  from  any  other 
phosphates,  while  it  wanted  the  diffi-  source,  I  would  advise  that  it  be  rubbed 
cultjr  arising  from  any  error  in  the  upon  paper  bj  any  common  means- 
quantity  of  ammonia.  It  does  not  ap-  say,  with  a  pen-knife.  Then  let  a  stick 
pear  to  me  Uiat  this  test  possesses  fully  of  common  lunar  caustic,  moistened  in 
either  of  the  advantages  ascribed  to  it.  water,  be  drawn  two  or  three  times 
There  is  no  very  decided  rule  for  the  across  the  spot;  aud  if  now  no  change 
formation  of  the  ammoniacal  nitrate,  of  colour  occurs,  but  if,  upon  the  subse- 
and  if  we  add  too  little  ammonia,  it  quent  addition  of  ammonia,  whether 
does  not  act  upon  arsenic;  whereas,  if  gaseous  or  liquid,  a  bright  yellowness 
t<M>  much  is  added,  the  yellow  arsenite  is  produced,  the  suspected  powder  is 
is  never  seen.  The  assertion,  that  the  arsenic.  If  the  materials  are  sufficient, 
ammoniacal  nitrate  of  silver  does  not  another  trial  can  easily  be  made  by  sub- 
disturb  the  phosphates,  is  also  incorrect;  stituting  blue  vitriol  (which,  to  save 
for  it  acts  upon  these  salts  and  their  trouble,  may  be  used  in  the  solid  state), 
solutions,  or  at  least  upon  some  of  them,  for  the  caustic ;  when,  supposing  arsenic 
in  the  most  evident  and  ready  manner,  present,  blue,  or  a  greenish  blue,  will 

By  applying  ammonia  in  the  gaseous  be  caused  by  the  hartshorn,  which  co- 
form,  every  one  of  the  above  sources  of  lour  will  in  no  long  time  turn  into 
error  and  difficulty  is  avoided.  In  the  grass-green  upon  exposure  to  air,  parti- 
case  of  solid  arsenic,  this  method  is  cularly  along  with  heat, 
without  a  single  obiection,  so  far  as  is  Those  who  have  a  recollection  of  Dr. 
known  to  me ;  ana  in  solutions,  it  is  Paris's  work  on  Medical  Jurisprudence, 
free  from  all  the  fallacies  attached  to  may  suppose  that  the  experiment, 
the  fixed  alkalies,  and  to  liquid  am-  wherein  a  stick  of  caustic  is  drawn 
monia,  while  there  is  no  objection  pecu-  across  an  arsenical  spot  made  upon  pa- 
liar  to  itself.  As  a  short  rule,  it  may  be  per,  is  derived  from  that  source ;  and  I 
stated,  that  if  the  addition  of  nitrate  of  do  not  mention  the  matter  for  the  sidce 
silver  to  a  suspected  powder  or  liquid  of  contradicting  this,  so  much  as  for  a 
produces  no  change,  wnile  yellowness  is  more  important  object.  Paris  says  (vol. 
the  consequence  of  afterwards  applying  ii.  p.  241),  '*  drop  the  suspected  nuia  on 
the  fumes  of  hartshorn,  this  colour  can-  a  piece  of  white  paper,  making  with  it 
not  depend  upon  the  presence  of  a  phos-  a  oroad  line ;  along  this  line  a  stick  of 
phate.  or  of  any  known  substance,  except  lunar  caustic  is  to  be  slowly  drawn  se- 
arsemc.  As  to  the  mode  suggested  by  veral  times  successively,  when  a  streak 
experiment  2,  of  applying  ammonia,  is  produced  of  a  colour  resembling 
along  with  sulphate  of  copper,  to  detect  that  known  by  the  name  of  In- 
arsenic,  whether  solid  or  dissolved  in  dian  yellow,  and  this  is  equally  pro- 
water,  it  is  enough  to  say  that  it  seems  duced  by  the  presence  of  arsenic,  and 
altogether  unobjectionable.  It  is  free  that  of  an  alkaline  phosphate ;  but  ite 
from  the  errors  which  may  interfere  one  from  the  former  is  rough,  curdy,  and 
when  the  liquid  ammoniacal  sulphate  of  flocculent,  as  if  effected  oy  a  crayon ; 
copper  is  used,  while  it  appears  to  me  that  from  the  latter  is  homogeneous  and 
more  delicate,  and  has  no  source  offal-  uniform,  resembling  a  water-colour  laid 
lacy  of  its  own.  smoothly  on  with  a  brush.    But  a  more 

It  is  not  to  the  chemist  and  medical  important    and    distinctive    peculiarity 

jurist  alone  that  observations   on  the  soon  succeeds,  for  in  less  than  two  mi- 

powder  of  arsenic  are  interesting.  They  nutes  the  phosphoric  yellow  fades  into  a 

are  in  some  cases  no  less  so  to  the  medi-  sad    green,     and    becomes    gp'adoally 

cal  practitioner,  strictly  so  called,  who  darker,   and    ultimately    quite    black ; 

is  occasionally  called  upon  to  prescribe  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  arsenical 

for  symptoms  supposed  to  arise  from  yellow  remains  permanent,  or  nearly  so, 

arsenic ;    in  which  case   it  would  be,  for  some  time,  when  it  becomes  brown." 

to  say  the  least,  very  satisfactory  to  I  am  very  far  from  being  anxious  to 

determine  their  cause  by  a  process  occa-  discover  errors  in  the  work  of  Dr.  Paris ; 

aioning  neither  trouble  nor  delay,  and  but  I  must  observe,  that  the  above  pas- 

by  means  of  materials  which  are  almost  sage  is  by  no  means  quite  correct;  and 

always  within  reach.    In  such  a  case,  farther,  tbat,  though  his  experiment  is 

-J42.— XIV.  2  E 
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admirably  calculated  for  the    end    in  jecting"  the  g^lands  and  TcaaeU,  and  then 

▼ieir,  namely,  for  distinguisbing*  arsenic  displaying  them  by  dissection.    After 

from  phosphates,  it  answers  the  purpose  so  much  labour,  it  is,  however,  desirable 

in  a  very  different  way  from  that  set  to  make  the  parts  into  preparations  for 

forth  in  the  quotation.     In  fact,  the  va-  reference ;  but  the  uncertainty  of  pre- 

lue  of  the  experiment  does  not  consist  in  serving  these  from  decay,  has  deterred 

a  comparison  of  the  yellows  (for  there  many  from  attempting  an  operation  that 

can  be  no  such  comparison),  but  shortly  has  so  generally  produced    the  most 

in   tliis :  nitrate  of  silver  produces  no  vexatious  disappointment 

change  of  colour  with  arsenic ;  but  with  By  way  of  experiment,  an  extremity 

a  phosphate  it  readily  occasions  a  beau-  with   large  muscles  was   used ;  but  a 

tiful  yellow.    Notwithstanding  Paris's  thinner  one  would  have  been  preferred, 

specific  experiment,  and  also  the  general  The  vessels  were  filled  with  quicksilver, 

assertion  of  Orfila,  Gordon  Smith,  and  after  the  -ordinary  method.    When  the 

other   chemists,    both    at    home    and  dissection  was  finished,  the  fledi  had 

abroad,  that  nitrate  of  silver  causes  a  become  putrid,  and  the  limb  was  im- 

yellow    precipitate    with    solutions    of  mersed  m  a  solution  of  oxymuriate  of 

arsenic,  I  venture  to  say  that  the  opi-  mercury  for  a  month,  and  then  placed 

iiion  has  no  kind  of  foundation.    Ni-  in  cold   water  for    twenty -four  nours. 

trate  of  silver,  whether  solid  or  in  solu-  When    it    was  put   on    a  board,    for 

tion,    has  no   perceptible   effect    upon  the     purpose     of    being    dried,     the 

arsenic,  either  lu  powder,  or  dissolved  vessels    were  found    to   have    become 

in  water;  but  it  acts  readily  upon  phos-  thickened  and  ouaque,  and  did  not  ml- 

phates  and  their  solutions,  producing  the  low    the  quicksilver  to   be  well  seen 

yellow  phosphate  of  silver.    I  find,  far-  through  them.     It  became  necessaxr, 

ther,  that   a  combination  of  ammonia  therefore,    that  the  vessels   should  be 

and  nitrate  of  silver,  in  a  certain  pro-  painted,  and  a  sky-blue  colour  was  used 

portion,  acts  upon  phosphate  of  soda,  for  them,  whilst  the  fleshy  portions  of 

out  not  upon  arsenic ;  and  that  there  is  the  glands  were  tinged  with  fake.    The 

another  combination  of  the  same  ingre-  vessels  are  now  strong  cords,  and,  al- 

dients,  wherein  the  ammonia  is  rather  though  in  ^  great  measure  emptied  of 

more  abundant  than  before,  which  pro-  quicksilver,  have  not  shrunk  near  so 

duces  a  yeUowness  both  with  arsenic  much   as  might  have   been  expected, 

and  the  salt  mentioned ;  another  combi-  The  flesh,  changed  by  oxymunate  of 

nation,  containing  a  still  greater  proper-  mercury,  will  form  a  firm  and  lasting 

tion  ot  ammonia,  which  produces  a  yel-  support  for  them,  and  remain  incapab^ 

lowness  with  arsenic,  but  not  with  the  of  oeing  undennined  by  insects ;  it  may 

phosphate  ;    while,  lastly,   there   is    a  thereiore  be  presumed  that  such  a  prepa- 

fourtn  combination,  in  which  the  am-  ration,  kept  from  the  dust,  will  continue 

monia  is  still  farther  increased,  that  has  unaltered  for  many  years.    The  tendons 

no  perceptible  action,  either  upon  arsenic  may  be  varnished,  and  the  muscles  co- 

or  phospnate  of  soda*.  loured  according  to  the  usual*  plan; 

and  the  whole  varnished  at  last  with 

■  copal  varnish. 

ON  PREPARATIONS   OF  THE  ,„,i?^V^.^'Jf/tn^^ 

ARRnPRFKT  ftVOTFTiff  encucled  by  a  ligature  of  fine  silk,  at 

ABSORBENT  SYSTEM.  the  interval  of  a  few  inches,  it  will  to  a 

—  greater  certainty  escape  rupture,  and 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  GazeUe.  ^^Tf^/of  these  portions  can  be  then 

emptied  by  a  wound  or  other  accident. 

S1R9  It  has  oeen  objected  to  dry  prepara- 

One  of  the  most  difficult  parts  of  ana-  ^oos  of  the  nerves,  that  strings  might 

tomy  is  that  of  the  absoroent  system,  ^^^e  been  substituted  for  nerves :  it  is. 

The  interesting  nature  of  the  research,  however,  hardly  possible    to  conceive 

respecting  parts  of  so  much  importance  ^^^  ^^7  ^^^  ^^o  dissects  for  instruction 

in  Die  animal  economy,  compensates,  in  would  practise  so  gross  a  deception  : 

some  degree,  for  the  time  spent  in  in-  hen^  however,   the  faithless  inspector 

-  may  be  generally  convinced  by  tapping 

•  Slightly  abridmd  firom  tbe  Ediaborvb  Modi- 

cil  Joamsl  for  AprlU  •  Set  work  on  PrepvaUont,  tldid  cdiUoiu 
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a  ressel  with  the  point  of  a  lancet,  and  and  which  adds  to  the  discomforts  sue- 

observing  the  issue  of  quicksilver.  ceedinjf    the    operation,    by    delaying 

I  remaui,  sir,  mucus  and  blood  about  it. 
Your  obedient  servant, 


J.  Swan. 


*'  ^^y'S^^mJ."*'**  *>n  the  want  op  uniformity 

IN  THB 

STRENGTH  OF  SEVERAL   SOLU- 

CONTRIVANCE  FOR  EXTRACTING  TIONS,  TINCTURES,  &c. 

A  PLUG  FROM  THE  NOSTRIL.  in  daily  use. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Sir,  Sib, 

I  SHALL  feel  obliged  to  you  to  insert  There    are    many   preparations    con- 

the  following  notice,  as  I  think  it  may  stantly    ordered    in    prescriptions,    for 

be  found  useful  in  cases  similar  to  that  which  there  are  no  directions  in  the 

which  I  shall  relate.— -I  am,  sir,  Pharmacopoeia,  and  for  which  there  are. 

Your  obedient  servant,  therefore,  no  universally-adopted  pro- 

M.  D.*  portions. 

Hull,  Jane  9, 1834.  Having  frequently  observed  the  in- 

.  convenience,  and  even  risk,  which  this 

A  short  time  ago   I  was  called  to  ^ant  of  uniformity  produces,  and  hav- 

a  case  of  heBmorrhage  from  the  nose,  in^  heard  the  sentimente   of  medical 

m  which,  after  the  usual  antiphlogistic  men  at  different  times  on  the  subject,  I 

measures  had    been    adopted,    it  was  shall  feel  obliged  by  your  insertion  of 

fowid  necessary  to  take  away  the  plug,  the  foUowing  remarks. 

Now  It  hanpened  that  when  theplog  was  Among  the  most  important  are  the 

introduced,  which  was  done  with  consi-  solutions  of  the  salts  of  morphia.    The 

derable  firmness,  no  string  had  been  left  variation  in  the  strength  of  these  solu- 

^tached  to  it,  by  which  to  withdraw  it.  tions,  as  prepared  by  diflerent  druggists. 

Bougies  of  different  sizes  were  tried  by  almost   entirely  prevents   practitioners 

the  surgeon  in  attendance,  but  in  vain.  fVom  prescribing  fliose  medicines  in  that 

TTieplug  was  tighOy  fixed,  and  being  fonn,  which  is  a  much  more  accurate 

of  the  shape  of  a  wedge,  whenever  force  mode  of  dispensing  them  than  weigh- 

was  anplied  to  the  bou&fie,  it  slipped  to  jng  them  in  substance. 

the  side  of  the  plugf,  and  ceased  to  act  in  Magendie,  whose  formula  is  generally 

Uie  required  direction.    At  length  it  was  adopted,  directs  the  solution  to  be  made 

determined  to  pierce  a  metallic  boogie  thus  *— 

at  its  extremity,  and  to  make  an  open.  ^  '^^    ^  ^^^^^^        ,^j     Acid.  Ace- 

ing  also  in  the  side  of  the  bougie  to  tj^.  sTj. ;  Aq.  Distil.  Jvj.    Misce. 
meet  this,  about  half  an  inch  from  the 

point    The  thread  from  the  nostril  was  but  I  am  aware  that  some   druggists 

then  introduced  into  the  opening,  at  the  prepare  it  differently,  and  I  have  heard 

extremity  of  the  bougie,  and  passed  out  o^  <5*ses  in  which  patients  have  taken 

at  the  other,  and  thus  it  was  used  not  only  wrong  doses  in  consequence. 

as  a  director  to  the  plug,  but  at  the  same  I*  »  rather  smpilar  that  the  sulphate 

time  to  keep  the  plug  and  bougie  in  appo.  of  morphia,  which  is  in  dailv  use  in 

aition.  The  point  of  the  bougie  was  thus  Par«.  "  seldom,  if  ever,  prescribed  here ; 

*  effectually  prevented  from  slipping  off  while  the  muriate,  which  we  employ 

the  plug,  which,  on  the  application  of  more  than  any  other  preparation,  is  not 

sufficient  pressure,  was  readily  removed,  mentioned  m  the  French  works. 

Thusanaccidentalomission  may  lead  There  is  a  syrup  recommended  by 
to  an  improved  practice,  in  dispensing  Magendie,  and  quoted  m  Jourdan  s 
with  the  withdrawing  thread,  which  PharmacopSe  Umverselle,  which  is  a 
always  excites  nausea  and  irritation,  very  safe  and  convenient  mode  of  admi- 
[  nistenng  the  salts  of  morphia  in  minute 

«  The  writer  h«s  given  lu  Us  Dune.— Eo.  Oas.  doses. 
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R  Morph.    Snlphat   grs.  iv.;    Syrnp. 
Simpl.  Ib.j.    M. 

Of  course  the  acetate,  muriate,  and  citrate, 
might  be  prepared  in  the  same  pro- 
portions. 

When  we  consider  the  beneficial  ef- 
fects of  these  preparations  in  cases 
where  all  oUier  remedies  fail,  and  also 
the  serious  consequences  of  improper 
doses,  it  must  be  admitted  that  it  is  very 
desirable  to  remove  every  obstacle  to 
their  general  use,  as  well  as  to  guard 
against  any  probability  of  mistake  in 
their  administration. 

The  tinctures  of  quinine  and  iodine, 
and  the  solution  and  ointment  of  hy- 
driodate  of  potash,  are  likewise  involved 
in  some  uncertainty.  It  is  true  that 
forms  for  these  preparations  are  to  be 
found  in  different  French  works,  but 
these  do  not  always  agree ;  and  more- 
over it  is  not  likely  that  all  druggists 
)iave  these  works  constandy  at  hand: 
those  who  have,  may,  in  some  cases, 
substitute  other  forms  which  they  think 
better;  and  there  is,  therefore,  always 
a  chance  of  misunderstanding  on  the 
subject. 

the  tincture  of  quinine  of  Ma|fendie, 
and  the  French  Pharmacopoeia,  is  a  so- 
lution of  6  grains  of  sulphate  of  quinine 
to  1  ounce  of  alcohol*.  Rennie,  in  his 
supplement  to  the  Pharmacopoeia,  or- 
ders 4  grains  to  an  ounce. 

By  which  of  these  forms  should  the 
following  prescription  be  prepared  ? 

R  Tinct  Quinin.  Jij. 
Capiat  CoGhl.  ij.  min.  ter  die. 

A  better  proportion  would  be  8  grains 
to  the  ounce,  for  in  that  case  a  teaspoon- 
ful  would  contain  exactly  a  grain ;  and 
the  addition  of  a  few  drops  of  acid 
would  prevent  the  turbid ness  of  the 
tincture,  which  is  occasioned  by  the 
comparative  insolubility  of  sulphate  of 
quinine  in  the  neutral  state.  A  com- 
pound tincture  is  kept  by  some  drug- 
gists, which  is  found  beneficial  in  many 
cases  where  acids  are  objectionable. 


R  Qoin.  Sulph.  gr.  vjii. 
Tinct  Cinnam.  3J.   Mii 


isce. 


The  tincture  of  iodine,  taken  from 


•  It  will  he  observed,  tbat  the  redactloo  of  the 
French  to  the  EttgUsh  weights  le  ineonTenlcnt, 
end  likely  to  give  rise  to  errora.  The  al>oYe 
redoccd  to  troy  weight  U  Salpb.  Qolnln.  4.92  gre. 
to  7  dr.  52.6  gra.  of  Alcohol. 


Magendie,  is  about  40  grains  of  iodine 
to  1  ounce  of  alcohol*. 

I  believe  this  to  be  the  streng[th  in- 
tended by  medical  men,  but  it  is  evi- 
dent that  it  is  not  universally  adhered 
to,  by  the  statements  I  have  frequently 
heanl  from  them  of  the  different  effects 
produced  by  the  tincture  f,«m  different 
shops. 

Magendie's  liq.  potas.  hydriodat.  is 
about  i  dr.  to  1  oz.  of  distilled  water f. 

The  ointment  is  one  scruple  to  one 
ounce  of  lard.  Comparing  this  with  the 
mode  in  which  it  is  generally  prescribed, 
it  is  a  very  weak  ointment ;  as  we  sel- 
dom see  less  ordered  than  a  drachm  to 
an  ounce,  and  frequently  two  drachms, 
or  even  more. 

I  have  observed,  on  mixing  the  oint- 
ment, that  it  does  not  so  soon  become 
discoloured,  when  lard  is  used,  as  it 
does  when  spermaceti  ointment  is  the 
vehicle.  Whether  the  discolouration  ia 
desirable  or  not,  must  be  ascertained  by 
experience;  but  I  had  occasion,  some 
time  ago,  to  speak  to  a  physician  on  the 
subject,  who  thought  it  rendered  the 
ointment  more  efficacious.  It  would 
follow,  from  this  conclusion,  that  the 
iodine  ointment  is  a  more  potent  appli- 
cation than  the  above — viz. 

R  lodin.  Sss.;  Adipis,  ^i^s.  miscef. 

The  ioduret  of  iron  has  been  fre- 
quently used  lately,  but  it  is  a  very  un- 
certain preparation.  I  have  seen  sneci' 
mens  m>m  several  chemists,  but  oave 
never  met  with  two  alike.  Indeed,  it  is 
a  compound  so  liable  to  decomposition, 
that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  keep  it 
uniform  ;  and  it  is  therefore  gfoing  out  of 
use  very  fast. 

Most  of  the  preparations  of  colchicum 
are  made  acconling  to  no  settled  propor- 
tions. The  vinum  colchici  of  the  Phar- 
macopoeia will  not  keep§;  the  druggfist 
is  therefore  obliged  either  to  adhere  to 
the  former  form,  and  use  wine,  or  to  add 
a  larger  proportion  of  spiriu  Some  ob- 
ject to  the  fresh  root,  as  being  liable  to 
vary,  in  strength,  with  the  season,  soil, 
&CC,  and  therefore  use  it  in  the  dry  state, 
as  recommended  by  Dr.  Thomson. 


•  Or  more  correctly.  Alcohol  7  dr.  6'2J^  grs*  to 
Iodine  89.36  grs.  troy. 

t  PoUs.  Hydriod.  29  63gr.  Aq.  DisUl.  7  dr. 
bl'h  gr.  troy. 

t  Iodine,  gr.  29*5  i  Adfpls,  11  dr.  48gr.  troy. 

I  The  Tin.  ferrt  of  the  last  Phsrmacoporls  has 
the  same  defect.  The  beat  mode  of  preparing  it 
is  according  to  the  old  form— with  sherry  wlor. 
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Tbe  Tin.  sem.  colcbici,  tinct.  colcbici,  ANALYSES  and  NOTICESof BOOKS, 

and  acet.  colcbici,  are  still  more  inde-  

terminate,  there  being'  no  directions  for  *•  VAaUvt  le  tve  k  allooger  ce  qne  le  lectenr  to 

making  tbem  in  the  Pharmacopoeia,  and  ^"^^  ^  •br«ger£--D'AL««B«RT. 

tbe  forms  by  which  thej  are  made  differ-  .                            ,      »»i     .  ,     . 

ing,  to  my  knowledge,  above  60  per  PrScit    Elhnentatre    de    Phystoiogte. 

cent  in  strength.    It  is  therefore  impos-  Par  F.  Maoendie,  Membre  de  Tin- 

sible  for  medical  men  to  calculate  with  stitut  de    France,    &c.      Quatrieme 

any  accuracy  on  the  effect  of  these  reme-  Edition.     Brussels,  1834. 

dies,  since  the  same  prescription  taken  It  will  scarcely  be  expected  of  us  to 

to  six  shops  will  in  all  prooability  be  offer  any  thing  like  an  analysis  of  a 

prepared  m  as  many  different  ways.  work  which    has    reached     its   fourth 

The  tincture  of  cubebs  is  occasionally  edition.    The  success  which  the  Pbysi. 

ordered  in  prescriptions,  but  there  is  no  ology  of  M.  Magendie  has  met  with, 

form  of  it  in  any  standard  work;  one  of  sumciently  indicates  its  merit,  and  may 

the  best  proportions  is  the  following —  be  looked   upon,    in  some   sort,  as  a 

Be    Pip.  Cubcb.  Jiv.;  Sp.  Vini.  ten.  Oj.  ^^"^^  f'^'Au^J^^  f^u'""-*?  ''?!  ""^ 

j[^             o     »     r-                     J  lljg  ablest  of  tbe  French  physiologists— 

'      '  by    some    considered    as    the    actual 

The  dose  beingf  a  tea-spoonful  two  or  successor  of  Bichat     It  is  certain  that 

three  times  a-day.    ,          ,       ,  the  author,  with  a  few  others,  has  been 

Tbe  variation  which  exists  in  the  by-  mainly  instrumental  in  rendering  phy- 

drocyanic  acid,  partly    for  want  of  a  giologv  in  France  what  before  hw  time 

determinate  process,  is  too  notorious  to  it  could  scarcely  be  said  to  be— the  AiV- 

reouire  any  comment.                  .  ,      ,  tory,  rather  than  the  romance,  of  life. 

Many  other  preparations  might  be  Few  have  been  more  skilful  than  M. 

mentioned  which  are  subject  to  similar  Magendie  in  applying  physico-chemical 

inconvenience,  but  the  above  are  those  science    to    physiology  ;    and    for  his 

which    occur    to    me    at    the    present  adroitness  and  great  ability  in  pursuing 

moment  as  bemj  the  most  imporUnt.  the  experimental  method,  his  reputation 

It  will  be  admitted,that  all  compounds  has  long  been  firmly  established.  There 

ordered  in  prescriptions  should  be  pre-  is  an  admirable  passage  in  his  preface. 


physician,   and    not  to  consider  what  detail,  but  combined  his  rich  materials 

would  be  a  proper  dose,  or  whose  pro-  into   a  splendid  whole  :    but  we  must 

portions  to  adopt    Nor  should  it  be  be  content  to  refer   the  reader  to  it. 

expected  of  him  to  seek  for  this  mforma-  in  some  of   M.  Magendie's  theories, 

tion  in  different  foreign  works,  which  there  are,    it   is  well  known,    certain 

some  maj  neglect  to  do  for  want  of  points  which   must  be  generally  held 

opportunity,  and  others  to  save  trouble,  apocryphal,   and    there    are   probably 

A3    the   next  Phannacopoeia  is  not  certain  blemishes  here  and  there ;  and 

likely  to  be  completed  for  some  tome,  it  the  phrenologists,  of  course,  will  not 

would  be  an  ad vanUge  for  an  appendix  ercily  forgive  the  author  for  the  liberties 

to  be  published,  to  descnbe  new  medi-  he  has  sometimes  unmercifully  taken 

cines, and  set  doubtful  matters  at  rest.  ^ith  their  notions;  but  these  we  can- 

Ifthe  perusal  of  these  remarks  should  not,  and  we  fancy  we  need  not,  now 

he  the  means  of  turning  the  attention  of  more  folly  allude  to.    We  have  been 

any  one  to  the  subject,  who  can  suggest  principally  induced  to  notice  the  work 

any  more  easy  or  effectual  remedy  for  of  M.  M.  at  present,  on  account  of  the 

the  deficiencies  alluded  to,  the  ohject  form  in  which  it  now  for  the  first  time 

which  I  have  had  in  view  wUl  be  at.  appears,— in  a  single  volume,  cleariy 

tamed.     I  am,  &c.  &c.  and  indeed  beautifuUy  printed,— issuing 

Pbarmacopola.  from  the  Brussels  press,  and  at  a  price 

^  which  puts  It  withm  the  reach  of  every 

London,  JuneO,  1834.  student     With  such  attractions  we  cau 

^^_^  strongly  recommend  it  to  all  who  are 

not  possessed  of  the  bulky  and  expen- 
sive edition  of  Paris. 
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MEDICAL  GAZETTE.  ^i»ef  « «l»«i' «e'»e«tioii,  and  look  with 

suspicion  on  all  toe  propouudetB  of  new 

5«h,rAiy,Jwie21,1834.  ,y,,^     Lucidly,  too,  the  adrocate.  of 

these  new  lights  are  generaUy  stupid 

••  Licet  omnilraf,  licet  etlan  m\hl,  dlffoltatem  __  j      ;««*<«.«««*      «^^«.i^      «.u-«>      u^^«^ 

ilr/I.Jf«««.tnerl,  potertwrnodoTenlendlla  *°^      Ignorant      people,     who,     being 

publicum  lit,  dieendipericnimnnoDreeoto."  dazzled  in  proportion  to  their  igno- 

Cicsmo.  irance,  only  plunge  into  absurdities,  and 

MEDICAL  ST.  SIMONIANISM.  f^^  ^T'IT''  T  *"^,  Tu  r^'l 

talk  of  *^  facts,   and  appeal  to  "facts, 

THE  HOMEOPATHIC  MISSION.  ^   ^  ^^  ^^^^   ^,   ^^^^  COmpieheud 

Two  or  three  veiy  deluded  and  con*  what  metftca/y«cf#  mean.  The j  blazon 
ceited  persons  ha^e  been  trying  of  late  forth  the  "  celebrated  men  '*  who  belong 
to  make  a  little  stir  in  London  in  favour  to  their  own  persuasion,  forgetting  that 
of  homceopathj,but  thej  have  fared  like  the  said  men  ought  to  be  better  known 
the  missionaries  of  the  St.  Simonians:  and  appreciated  by  their  professional 
they  were  allowed  to  say  all  that  they  brethren,  than  by  them  who  are  as  un« 
had  to  say— they  were  listened  to  acquainted  with  the  state  of  the  profes- 
civilly— but  took  nothing  whatever  by  sion  as  they  are  with  the  principles  which 
their  motion.  Time  was  when  idle  they  profess  to  support.  The  really  ee- 
speculations  like  that  of  Hahnemann  lebrated  men,  meantime,  who  have  re- 
would  have  met  with  a  warmer  recep-  jected  their  revelation  in  the  lump,  are 
tion  in  this  country :  indeed,  the  practi-  of  course  completely  overlooked.  But 
cal  part  of  it— the  infinitessimal  doses-*  there  is  nothing  in  this  very  unusual 
might  have  a  chance  still  in  the  hands  or  unnatural ;  it  is  only  a  repetition  of 
of  a  clever  quack ;  but  as  a  theory,  what  constantly  occurs,  on  the  attempted 
homoeopathy,  the  outcast  of  Germany,  propagation  of  any  new  idol  worship, 
and  the  spumed  of  every  continental  It  is  not  a  little  curious,  while  it 
philosopher  who  bestowed  any  attention  speaks  volumes  for  the  wretched  plight 
upon  it,  could  not  for  a  moment  endure  of  the  thing  itself,  that  the  only  two 
the  ordeal  of  the  Baconian  principles  strenuous  and  energetic,  however  wrong, 
on  which  medical  science  has  of  late  headed,  advocates  who  have  ventured 
years  become  firmly  based  in  England,  before  the  public  here,  in  support  of 
Brunonianismhaditsday,buiis  now  only  Hahnemannism,  have  been  persons  not 
to  be  found  in  some  of  the  schools  of  our  of  the  medical  professions-one  a  doctor 
continental  brethren,  to  whom  we  liave  of  civil  law,  the  other  a  divine.  With 
bequeathed  it  in  return  for  many  favours  the  former  (Borthwick  Gilchrist,  LL.D., 
of  a  like  kind.  Animal  magnetism,  of  India-House  celebrity)  we  mean  to 
and  tractors,  also  had  their  summer:  have  as  little  to  do  as  possible:  the 
nothing  was  then  to  be  heard  of  but  the  filthy  grossness,  as  well  as  the  pure  ig- 
virtues  of  invisible  agency ;  mystifica-  norance,  displayed  throughout  the  pages 
tion  beyond  that  of  Hahnemann  went  of  his  voluminous  pamphlet,  have  pro- 
down  without  any  scruple ;  but,  alas,  tected  it  from  exposure  hitherto ;  richly- 
for  the  homoeopaths !  those  glorious  days  merited  oblivion,  which  has  since  seized 
are  g^ne,  never  more,  we  trust,  to  re-  on  it,  will,  we  doubt  not,  do  the  rest, 
turn.  But  Dr.  B.  G.*s  successor  is  one  whom 
The  truth  seems  to  be,  that  medical  we  are  not  disinclined  to  think  a  person 
men  in  this  countiy,  after  having  been  of  better  pretensions.  It  is  rather 
long  plagued  with  wandering  among  against  him,  indeed,  that  he  quits  his 
theories  and  idle  schemes,  have  grown  legitimate  pulpit  (he  being  an  incumbent 
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in  the  churcb)  to  mount  the  stage  as  a  among  us.  •  We  have  looked  i  into  the 

piekle-hening  for  the  Hahnemannian  list  of  practitionen  in  Dr.  Quin's  Phar- 

monntebanks;  but  we  suppose  him  to  be  macopoeia,  which  professes  to  give  the 

in  earnest,  and  have  given  him  a  hearing  names  of  all  those  celebrated  Hahneman- 

aocordinglj.     Dr.  Borthwick  Gilchrist  uians  in  every  part  of  the  globe--'"  qui 

addressed  the  public,  proclaiming  ho-  moffnam  in  Uudem  pervenerunt  ;*'  but, 

mceopathy  as  the  "  gospel  of  medicinal  conversant  as  we  are  with  the  names  of 

redemption."    But  Mr.  Everest*,  more  dutinguished  practitioners  both  at  home 

modestly,  addresses  the  medical  prac-  and    abroad,    we   confess   we    cannot 

titioners  of  Great  Britain,  and,  after  a  charge  our  memories  with  ever  having 

little  courteous  palavering,  calls  upon  heard  before  of  even  half  a  dozen  out 

them  to  exmnine  homoeopathy ;  to  pass  of  the  whole  catalogue ;  and,  indeed,  if 

mo  opinions  on  it,  but  to  conoGne  them-  we  were  to  judge  of  the  degree  of  cele- 

selves  U>fa€t$.  brity  of  the  foreign  disciples  of  Hahne- 

The  reverend  gentleman's  pamphlet  mann  by  that  of  the  two  individuals 

is  not  very  long,  but  it  is  sufficiently  so  set  down  as  the  only  homoeopaths  in 

to  prove  Uiat  its  author  is  a  very  simple  London,  we  should  think  that  Dr.  Quin 

person.    He  begins  ah  ovo^assuming  would  have  acted  more  widely  had  he 

not  only  that  nothing  is  known  in  this  committed  his  list  to  the  fire,  and  con- 

country  of  the  dogma  nmilia  similihu^  tented  himself  with  a  good  round  ge- 

but  that  even  the  career  of  Hahnemann  neral  assertion  of  their  vast  numbers 

is  a  mystery  to  us ;  for  which  reason  he  and  respectability  in  all  quarters.    Let 

favours  us  with  a  short  sketch  of  the  me-  the  reader  judge  for  himself.  The  homoe- 

dieal  adventurer  of  Meissen,  and,  by  way  opathic  practitioners    in    London    are 

of  excuse  for  not  being  more  detailed,  '^  Belluomini,"    and  "  Duusford,  Chi- 

adds,  that  "  it  is  possible  that,  in  a  few  rurfftu.*^    We  give  them  literatim^  yet 

years'  time,  mankind  may  need  no  in-  still  we  are  sorry  we  must  plead  our 

formation  as  to  that  young  man."    We  ignorance  of  the  parties.    Mr.  Everest, 

perfectly  agree  with  Mr.  Everest  that  however,  is  apparently  not  so  much  in 

this  is  quite  possible.  the  dark  as  we  are :  we  observe  that  in 

The  easy  credulity  of  our  reverend  ad.  eumerating  the  "  supporters  "  of  homoe- 

voeate  is  very  amusing.   '*  It  is  doubtless  opathy,    he    says:—"    We  know    of 

well  known  to  yon,  gentlemen,"  he  says,  Peschier    and    Dufresne,    at    Geneva; 

**  that  all  over  the  continent  of  Europe,  Trinks  and  Wolf,   at  Dresden ;    Des 

and  in  America  also,  homoeopathy  is  Guidi,    at    Lyons ;     Miihlenbein,    at 

Moid  to  be  flourishing ;  it  m  taid  to  have  Brunswick ;  Qut'n,  Dunsford,  and  Bel- 

performed,  and  to  be  daily  performing,  /vomtnt,  in  London ;  Bigel,  at  Warsaw; 

cures  which  are  almost  miraculous;  iti$  and  many  others."    He  may  know  all 

mid  to  have  surpassed  polypharmacy,  these  "celebrated  men,"  as  he  repeatedly 

ftc.**    And  what  i$  eaidy  is  evidently  call*  them,  but  we  are  obliged  to  say 

implicitly  believed  by  Mr.  Everest   He  ^^  have  not  that  honour,  and  we  fancy 

will  excuse  us,  however,  if  we  do  not  many  of  our  readers  are  in  the  same 

believe  it,  and  if  we  inform  him  that  predicament. 

the  on  dit  of  the  flourishing  condition  Mr.  Everest,  as  we  have  already  notic- 

of  Hahnemannism,  to  which  he  attaches  ^^y  condemns  optnions  on  homoeopathy, 

so  much  laith,  is  not  so  wery  well  known  ^ut  appeals  to  the  evidence  of/acttjtLTid 

•  A  Letter  .ddTCMed  to  the  Medid  FrMti-  chaUenges  US  to  examine  homoeopathy 

ttooera  of  Bnginid,  on  the  tubiect  of  HomoBopa-  in  Hahnemann's  "  own  moiie  of  ariru- 

thy.    By  the  Rev.  Thomas   Ercreat,  Rector  of  .       „  ^„                .  ,i    ,  ^          .«  .     i.        . 

WIckwar,  Olooccaterahlre.  ing."  We  SUspect  that  few  Will  be  found 
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80  silly  here  as  to  take  up  the  Habne-  pursue  their  harmless  foolery.  Tf  they 
mannian  gauntlet  Mr.  £.,  however,  has  confine  themselves  to  such  treatment  as 
no  right  to  assume  that  homoeopathy  and  this,  nohody  will  quarrel  with  them : 
its  principles  hare  not  been  examined  but  they  roust  not  obtrude  their  silliness 
as  thoroughly  as  they  deserve,  or  as  upon  other  people,  with  a  view  to  me- 
any  other  flimsy  thing  of  the  same  dical  proselyting,  or  the  creating  a 
sort,  cast  upon  the  waters  of  medical  sensation.  Above  all,  the  public  most 
science,  can  merit  to  be  noticed.  Would  not  be  dunned  by  such  people  as  the  Gil- 
Mr.  £.,  meanwhile,  condescend  to  tell  christs  and  the  Everests,  with  their 
us  what  he  calls  ykc(<?  We  happen  to  effusions  of  mingled  weakness  and 
know  what  have  often  been  attempted  presumption.  We  are  sorry  to  tak« 
to  be  pawned  on  the  world  as  facts  our  leave  harshly  of  the  latter  gentle- 
in  medical  controversies.  Our  advocate  man ;  but  we  really  think  he  might 
talks  in  this  way: — ^*  Bring  him  to  find  more  useful  and  fitting  employ- 
dates  and  facts,  it  is  his  own  mode  of  ment  than  that  of  endeavouring  to 
arguing,  and  he  cannot  complain ;  tell  preach  up  principles  which  he  fanciea 
him  that  sulphur  30  never  did  cure  he  is  able  to  appreciate,  and  affecting 
an  ulcer;  that  arnica  montana  18  did  to  undervalue  doctrines  of  the  very  ele- 
not  abate  fever,  and  keep  down  swelling  ments  of  which  he  shews  himself  pro- 
in  the  case  of  a  fractured  thigh ;  that  foundly  ignorant 
you  tried  them  often,  and  they  failed  Mr.  Everest  is  evidently  a  novice  in 
invariably."  Now,  let  us  take  thiB/act  the  art  of  advocating  quackery,  or  he 
of  arnica.  How  do  we  know  that  it  would  have  sense  enough  to  avoid  the 
abates  fever,  and  keeps  down  swelling,  trite,  though  still  disgusting,  practice 
in  the  case  of  fractured  thigh  ?  Hear  of  employing  texts  of  Scripture  for  the 
a  case  of  Dr.  Dufresne's,  quoted  with  purpose.  When  the  late  Dr.  Solomon 
great  satisfaction  by  Mr.  Everest  to  used  to  advertise  his  "  Cordial  Balm  of 
establish  his  fact  Oilead,"  he  always  descanted  on  its  vir- 

«  TT«  k»»».^  &^A  -^  «— —  ..^^^..:..^.    *"®*  ^J  beginning  with  the  text— ^'  la 
Un  nomme  age  se  cassaunecuisse;      ,        "^      ^,      .    ^.,     ,       -    , 

j'en  fis  la  reduction  et  appliquai  un  ap-  ^^^  »<>  «>**'»  *»  G»lead  ?  Is  there  no 
pareil ;  puis  je  lui  fis  prendre  arnica  6  physician  there  ?  Why,  then,  is  not  the 
et  huit  jours  apr^  encore  arnica  6.    II    health  of  the  daughter  of  my  people 

2.:".no™id7'  "  '""'*"''  "^  '^•'-  »!— <>  ?"     Mainaud™,   p«pounded 

his  quackery  in  terms  highly  evangeli- 

That  is  to  say,  a  thigh  is  broken ;  it  cal,  or  rather,  we  might  say,  truly  bias- 
is  set  and  duly  bandaged;  and  it  geto  phemous.  Even  B.  Gilchrist  deals  in 
well  without  any  accident.  What  did  scriptural  lore ;  but  we  are  amazed  al 
homoeopathy  perform  in  this  ?  Why,  ho-  finding  in  Mr.  Everest's  pamphlet  appli- 
moBopathy  administered  two  mtntmi>#t-  caUons  of  passages  of  holy  writ  to  the 
mized  doses  of  arnica,  one  after  the  sur-  homceopathic  figments.  Some  of  those 
gical  treatment,  the  other  in  the  course  which  attracted  our  attention,  veigc  not 
of  eight  days ;  and  lo !  homoeopathy  a  little,  we  must  say,  on  the  holders 
prevailed.  The  arnica  did  not  indeed  of  profaneness.  In  the  very  text  as- 
set the  thigh,  or  produce  union  of  the  sumed  for  his  motto,  the  disciples  of 
divided  bone ;  but  it  kept  down  fever,  Hahnemann  are  impliedly  compared 
and  the  parts  did  not  swell.  What  a  with  the  aposUes  of  Christianity ;  and 
wonderful  and  indubiteble/ac< .'  in  a  subsequent  page  the  reverend  gen- 

But  we  will  not  waste  our  time  on  tleman  wrests  a  text  from  the  Gospel 

such  trifling.     Let  the  homoeopathiste  pf  St  John,  so  as  to  apply  to  Hahne- 
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mana  the  words  that  were  uttered  of  That  the  interests  both  of  schools  and 

the  Son  of  God!  pupils,  whether  proyincial  or  metropoli- 

_,     T^            \               1.     M'          •*!_  *•"»  would  be  neatlv  promoted  by  the 

Mr.  E.  may  be  verj  familiar  with  classification  of  the  said  pupils ;  for  which 

scriptuml  phraseology,  and  the  language  purpose  it  would  be  desirable  that  a  board 

of  the  Bible  may  flow  to  his  pen  in  should  be  MtahUshcd,  at  which  each  puuil 

.  _           -    ,        •',        ,            , /^     ,  on  his  amval  in  town,  or  on  his  first 

nch    profusion;    but   he  ought  to  be  entering   any  of  the   lareer   recognized 

on  his  guard,    and  reserve    it   rather  schools,  might  offer  himself  for  ezamina- 

for  his  sermons,  than  for  lettera  con-  tion  in  materia  medica,  pharmacy,  botany, 

•       1--1        1.        m.     ri  chemistry,  anatomy,  physiology,  medicine, 

cemtng  a  rain  philosophy.     Ihe  foi-  and  surgery;   and  in  proportion  to  hie 

lowing  passage  fW>m  an  able  writer  sup-  proficiency,  may  be  placed  in  a  1st,  2nd, 

plie.  a  bint  which  we^rioudy  «com-  ^  ^^^^iy^^^^i^n^^^ 

mend,  1b  parting,  to  Mr.  Everest's  no-  hospital  attendance  in  London  might  be 

lice,  as  well  as  to  amateur  quack  .advocates  graduated,  previous  to  his  presenting  him . 

in  general.    "  The  operations  of  sickness  ^JJiJ^         ^«^^"*^^°  *^  ^«  ^'^  ^' 

and  of  healing,*' says  Southey,'*  arealike  By  such  means  we  are  of  opinion  that 

myiterious;   whence  arises  the  predi-  the  meritorious  and  industrious  appren- 

lectionofB«u.yentbo«a.Ufor,u«ke.7.  ^T^^^f^^ ^'J^S'SSlormt^^'^^S 

and  the  ostentation  which   all  quacks  and  would  have  an  opportunity  of  distin- 

make  of  religion,  or  of  some  extraordi-  guishing  himself  in  the  commencement 

«™  .^»«. ;«  *k^«».>ivM  n  ^^  his  career,  and  thus  due  credit  would 

aary  power  in  themselves.  ^  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^ 


taiy  school  from  whence  he  came.    From 
this    source,   also,    we   should    consider 
PROVINCIAL  EDUCATION.  the  certificate  of  good  moral  conduct  to 

COUNTY    HOSPITAL,   WINCHESTER.         ^.  »\^  »"  osscntial  preliminary  to  exa- 


The  following  document  has  been  for-  Charles  Mato, 

Henry  6.  Lyford,  ^Surgeons. 


mination. 

warded  to  us,  in  the  shape  of  a  circu-  W^TW^ckhlm^'"')^ 

lar.    We  think  it  very  creditable  to  the       Wbicbctter.MaySi,  1884. 

parties  from  whom  it  emanates ;  and  the  

suggestion  touching  the  propriety  of 

preliminary  examination  in  town,  de-  ROYAL  INSTITUTION. 

serves  particular  attention  from  the  au-  Friday,  Jone  6.  1884. 

tiborities  who  have  such  an  arrangement  

in  their  power.  Development  rf  the  Vertdtal  Column, 

■"^  Dr.  Grant  gave  a  lecture  on  this  subject. 

We  have  received  a  copy  of  the  pro-  chieflv  in  explanation  of  M.  Geoffroy  de 

posed  memorial  to  which  the  suigeons  of  St  Hilaire's  method  of  contemplating  the 

the  Bristol  Infirmary  invite  our  assent,  bony  structure  of  animals.     A  single  ver- 

and  also  the  strictures  of  the  Birmingham  tebra  was  taken,  and  its  various  relations 

Hospital  surgeons    thereupon ;    and   we  considered :  it  was  (hown  to  consist  fun. 

beg  to  state,  that  while  we  agree  that  damen tally  of  seven  parts;  the  body,  two 

there  is  much  justice  in  many  of  the  ob.  perivertebne,  a  superior  spinous  process, 

jections  of  the  former,  as  to  the  little  two  paravertebrss,  and  an  inferior  spinous 

credit  given  to  the  provincial  hospitals  as  process.     Diagrams  were  employed,  and 

schools  of  medicine  and  surgery,  we  must  numerous  drawings  referred  to,    for  the 

still  allow  that  there  is  great  truth  in  the  elucidation  of  the  curious  analogies  pointed 

remarks  of  the  latter,  especially  in  those  out.    The  perivertebne  were  described  as 

which  are  opposed  to  the  idea  that  a  lesi-  forming  a  ring  for  the  protection  of  the 

denoe  In  London  might  be  altogether  dis-  nervous  system,  the  paravertebne  for  the 

pensed  with.  sanguineous,  and  the  spinous  processes  as 

As  a  medium  between  these  conflicting  aflbrding   attachments    to  the  muscular 

opinions,   we  beff   very   respectfVilly    to  apparatus.    The  modifications  which  these 

husard  a  proposition  for  the  consideration  several  parts  assume  in  the  different  classes 

of  both  the  above  parties,  as  well  as  the  of  animals,  particularly  in  fishes,  are  of 

profession    at   large,  and  also  the  Par-  a  very  striking  nature.     The    structure 

fUunentary  Committee  now  sitting,  viz.  :^  of  the  wolf-fish  was  especially  instanced, 
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as  illastmtive  of  the   further  appendage  of  observing  the  gradual  and  concealed 

of  interspinous  prooesaes,  resulting,  how.  dangers  of  these  cases  in  lithotomy,  and 

ever,  clearly   from   the   original    forma-  other  diseases  of  the  urinaiy  oigans,  in 

tion.    In  the  lower  classes  of  animals,  the  which  it  so  often  happens  that  an  organic 

rings  which  defend  the  nervous  and  san-  disease  of  the  kidney,  unsuspected,  on  ac- 

guineous  systems  are  placed  in  a  well-  count  of  the  patient's  greater  suffering 

defined  order.    In  insects,  for  example,  the  in  the  bladder,  is  all  at  once  aggravated, 

nervous  apparatus  is  placed  inferiorly,  the  and  becomes  rapidly  fatal,  just  when  the 

sang^neous  superiorly ;  and  the  same  ar-  operation,  or  the  treatment  of  the  stricture, 

rangement  prevails  in  the  crustaoea ';  but  has  relieved  the  patient  from  his  former 

when  we  ascend  to  the  vertebrated  animals,  tortures,  and  given  him  hopes  of  speed v 

the  situation  of  the  respective  ring^  is  recovery.    The  observation  of  one  sucn 

found  to  be  changed:  that  surrounding  case  is  sufficient  to  show  you  the  risk  of  a 

the  nervous  cord  is  uppermost,  and  the  hasty  piognosia   in   any  long-continued 

sanguineous  apparatus  is  below.    In  short,  disease  of  any  one  of  the  urinary  oigans. 
according  to  these  curious  views  of  M. 

8t  Hilaire,  the  AuU  itself  is  but  a  develop.  Case  I. — ^The  first  case  I  will  comment 
mentof  the  vertebne;  and  the  ribt  result  upon  is  one  which  I  take  to  be  meielj 
from  an  arrangement  of  them,  which  is  a  functional  disorder  of  the  kidney.  This 
peculiar  to  the  terrestrial  mammalia :  the  is  the  history  in  my  book, 
paravertebm  in  the  first  place  become  The  patient,  Sarah  Grover,  ast  20,  was 
transverse  processes ;  and  the  inferior  spi-  admitted  into  the  hospital,  April  Idth* 
nous  processes,  no  longer  remaining  com-  having  been  ill  three  years.  A  cessation 
pouna,  but  reduced,  as  it  were,  to  their  of  the  menses  was  the  first  symptom  she 
constituents,  are  extended  out  into  the  observed,  which  continued  for  seven 
bony  protective  apparatus  of  the  chest.  In  months ;  after  this  the  discharge  retomed, 
fine,  the  whole  skeleton,  as  it  exists  in  and  became  regular  as  to  time.  At  first  the 
its  full  perfection  in  man,  would  seem,  quantity  was  small,  and  it  gradually  in- 
according  to  this  curious,  but,  we  think,  creased  to  its  natural  quantity, — then  it 
rather  fanciful  theoiy,  to  be  the  result  became  more,  and  is  now  twice  as  much 
of  the  development  merely  of  certain  as  it  should  be,  and  continues  for  five  or 
primary  bones  of  the  vertebral  column.  six  days,  during  which  time  she  has  con- 

siderable  pain  across  the  back  and  ab. 

----—---—■■^--—-^------— --—-——  domen,  and  in  the  thighs,  and  she  feels 

^,*«„oA,  T«^«mT«»  very  weak  and  low;  there  is  also  a  little 

CLINICAL  LECTUBE  leucorrhoea. 

ON  I  pause  for  a  moment  to  make  yon 

SOME  CASES  OF  DISEASE  OF  ?SnS uXfTrLf to*he°>S?"o? 

THE   KIDNEY,  her  complainto,  which  are  Aystmcai,  as  they 

it.        .c.  r»        .   rj     ..  t  •"  termed;  and  her  constitution  shows 

Ctvsn  at  St.  George  t  HoepUal,  them  to  be  of  what  I  caUed,  in  the  last 

By  Ma.  Cjisar  Hawkins.  IS^I'^'a?*  ^""^  form  of  hystCTia,— her 

whole  fhune  weak  and  trembling,— her 

■  mind  desponding  and  dull,  and  she  is  in- 

I.  Hyttmiad  Suppreuion  of  Urhio.  with  Para-  ^^^^^  ^^  ^Nt  roused  to  any  mental  or 

tymrfthoBladdm'.  ^*^J   exertion,— her   face   pallid,— her 

«    MLl^J^i'tr-j      J-      €^        ^  csdematous.     To  add  to  her  misfortunes, 

a  Abecmqftk»KtdnmffromStnctw€(7)  she  has  a  hernia,  and  suffers  from  h»- 

4.  CaUuUinth§Kidno3fjTom8trietwre{t)  morrhoids. 

Then  as  to  the  niinary  disorders.— At 

,                  .....  ^®  ^^^  ^^  menstruation  returned,  she 

I  PBOPOSB  to  bnng  before  ;rour  notice,  was  attacked    with    retontion  of    urineu 

m  to-day's  lecture,   some  cucumstonoes  which  has  continued  ever  since ;  so  that 

connected  vrith  a  very  important  class  of  she  has,  for  about  two  yean  and  a  half, 

cases,  of  which  I  happen  to  have  several  been  unable  to  pass  a  drop  of  water  but  by 

under  my  care  at  present,— cases  which  the  assistance  of  the  catheter,  which  has 

are  important  not  only  on  account  of  their  been  passed  once  or  twice  every  day  since 

seventy  and  danger,  but  also  on  account  that  time. 

of   the  insidious  manner  in  which  they  Now  this  hysterical   paralysis  ot  the 

frequenUy  arise,  and  the  obscurity  which  bladder  is  a  very  common  symptom,  and 

often  prevails  over  the  first  part,  at  least,  is  often  accompanied  wiUi  pwalysis  of  the 

of  their  courBe,--I  mean  disorders  of  tlie  lower  limbs,  so  that  the  patient  has  com. 

kidney.     You  have   many  opportunities  plcte  paraplegia.    It  Is  generally  wiong 
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practice  to  ba?e  reoonne  to  the  catheter  with  aloetic  pilla  at  night,  and  a  ahower- 

witboQt  the  mott  mgcnt  neoewity;  and  hath  every  day,  or  everv  other  day. 

having  now  been  done  so  long,  years  may  She  has  continaed  this  plan  for  above  a 

elapse  before  she  can  leave  it  off  again,  month,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  days, 

thebladder  having  totally  lost  the  habit  of  when  she   had  a  feverish  attack,   with 

exertion.    It  is  l&e  the  hysterical  loss  of  ezythema  of  the  face;  but  it  seems  to  have 

Toioe,  or  of  the  power  of  swallowing :  there  produced  no  veiy  matorial  difference.    At 

is  a  want  of  voution ;  and  if  the  patient's  nrst  she  seemed  stronger  and  better,  and 

mind  is  altered,  or  she  is  urged  by  hunger  the  quantity  of  water  increased  from  3 

or  pain,  ihe  partial  paralysis  will  genenOly  or  4  to  8  oz.,  but  it  several  times  dimi- 

be  removed.    Since  she  has  been  in  the  nished  again.     The  shower-bath  always 

hospital,  the  water  has  been  sometimes  seems  to  do  her  good  for  a  time.    A  few 

allowed  to  accumulate   for  twentv-four,  days  ago,  besides  pain  in  one  side  or  other 

and  once  for  forty-eight  hours ;  and  when  of  the  chest,  she  had  so  much  in  the  lower 

the    bladder  is  thus  fdll,   she  hai  been  part  and  side  of  the  abdomen,   that  I 

placed  inihe  shower-bath,  in  order  to  in-  ordered  a  blister  to  the  loins,  which  did  her 

duce  muscular  contraction,  but  hitherto  some  good.    I  suppose,  however,  the  steel 

without  avaiL  must  now  be  changed  for  some  other  plan, 

Next,  as  to  her  renal  complaint  The  perhaps  for  some  form  of  terebinthenato 
fmMtUjf  of  water  has  for  a  long  time  been  medicine,  perhi^M  for  cantharidei  inter- 
extremely  small,  except  when  she  has  nally,  notmerely  with  aview  to  the  sup. 
taken  diuretics,  of  which,  by  her  account,  pression  of  urine,  but  also  to  the  condition 
she  has  made  frequent  use;  but  even  then  of  the  bladder  and  uterus.  A  short  time 
does  not  exceed  Jviii.  in  the  twenty-four  since,  for  instance,  a  young  woman  was 
hours;  and  often,  when  the  catheter  has  under  my  care,  with  hysterical  incontinence 
been  passed,  the  bladder  does  not  contain  of  urine  instead  of  retention,  which  was 
any  at  alL  On  her  admission  the  quantity  completely  relieved  by  the  Chios  turpen- 
was  not  above  3  or  4  oz.,  and  it  has  varied  tine.  I  ought  to  observe  to  you,  that  a 
from  this  to  8  oz.  since  she  has  been  in.  more  usual  effect  of  hysteria  upon  the  kid- 
The  qualUji  of  the  urine  is  not  much  ney,  is  a  great  increase  of  the  quantity  of 
altered,  for  it  is  generally  rather  high  co-  water,  and  a  dilution  of  the  salts,  instead 
loured,  and  slightly  scalds  her  as  it  is  of  a  diminution  in  the  quantity,  and  aeon- 
drawn  off,  and  there  is  a  little  pinkish  centration  of  saline  matter,  such  as  this 
sediment  occasionally;  that  is  to  say,  the  girl  labours  under. 

quantity  of  saline  matter  secreted  is  nearly  [Since  these  remarks  were  made,  Mr. 

natnialf  though  with  very  little  aqueous  Hawkins  has  ordered  twenty. five  drops  of 

fluid ;  and  therefore  she  does  not  suffer  as  tr.  lyttas,  in  infus.  calumbie,  three  times 

from  suppression  of  urine  of  a  different  daily.] 
kind,  in  which  probably  an  accumulation 

of  urea  in  the  blood  produces  the  dan-  Case  II.— Our  next  case  is  also  one  of 

gerous    and   frequently   fiettal   symptoms  primary  disease  of  the  kidney,  butvrith 

sometimes  observed  in  such  cases.  this  difference,  that  the  disorder  of  the  kid- 

I  believe,  then,  that  this  state  of  the  ney  has  actually  produced  disease  of  the 

kidney  iaftmetumal  only:  there  is  no  al-  bladder,  instead  of  both  being  merely  co- 

bumen,  no  mucus,  nor  other  sediment,  to  existent.    This  is  the  case  of  Ann  Basset, 

make  it  probable  Uiat  there  is  any  organic  set  67,  admitted  April  30th.     It  seems 

change.    This  affection  is  callea,  by  Dr.  that  she  has  been  ill  six  months,  during 

Proat,  spasmodic:    I  hardly  understand  which  time  she  has  suffered  the  most  acute 

the  term,  however,  as  applied  to  the  se-  pain  in  the  bladder,  so  that  she  is  almost 

creting  texture  of  the  kidney,  and  would  incessantly  straining,  both  day  and  night; 

rather  call  it  hysterical  or  nervous ;  t. «.  the  only  relief  she  obtains  being  fh>m  sit- 

I  believe  it  to  arise  from  deficient  nervous  ting  constantly  over  the  steam  of  hot  wa- 

eneigy,  of  which  the  whole  body  partakes,  ter.    She  is  a  good  deal  emaciated,  and 

but  which  is  especially  felt  by  tne  kidney;  has  lived  a  hard  life, 

it  is  the  same  kind  of  suppression,  in  fact.  Now  this   woman   came   to   me   two 

that  may  be  produced  in  a  greater  degree  months  agp,  complaining  of  the  pain  I 

by  catting  the  nerves  of  the  kidney ;  and  have  mentioned,  and  imagining  she  had 

you  may  observe  precisely  the  same  effects  stone  in  the  bladder,  which,  indeed,  she 

upon  the  secretion  of  the  liver»  both  in  still  fancies.    I  examined  her,  however, 

experiment  and  disease.  and  found  only  an  inflamed  bladder,  with- 

With  this  view  of  the  case,  you  will  ob-  out  stone;  and  the  introduction  of  the  in- 

serve  that  my  object  has  been  to  strengthen  strument  gave  such  acute  pain  just  close 

her  system  as  much  as  possible,  and  en-  to  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  that  I  almost 

courage  her   to  exert  herself.    She  has  thought  there  must  be  ulceration  of  the 

taken  the  steel  mixture  three  times  a  day,  surface  of  that  organ.    I  ascertained,  too. 
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that  there  was  no  scirrhous  disease  of  the  nia.    In  the  Medico-Chimi*^cal  Tramac- 

uterus,  which  might  be  the  cause  of  the  tions  you  will  find  an  account  of  a  case  in 

inflammation,  and  which  her  age  made  which  the  urine  became  quite  black,  and 

me  suspect.     Since  that  time  I  did  not  Drs.  Marcet  and  Prout  proposed  to  call  the 

see  the  woman  till  her  admission,  when  it  principle  on  which  it  depended  melanic 

was  eyident  that  the  disease  was  in  the  acid  -,  and  some  other  peculiar  acids  have 

kidney,  the  following  symptoms  being  ap.  been  described,  which  seem  for  the  most 

parent  in  addition  to  those  of  the  bladder,  part  to  be  modifications  onlv  of  the  lithic 

which  alone  she  then  complained  ot  acid,  by  the  presence  of  other  acids  with 

The  quantity  of  water  was  diminished,  colouring  matter.  The  greenish  tint  of  the 
so  that  she  did  not  make  above  four  ounces  water,  and  the  blue  deposit,  in  this  case,  are 
in  twenty.four  hours,  notwithstanding  her  probably  owing,  therefore,  to  some  slight 
incessant  desire  to  empty  the  bladder  of  variation  of  the  purpurates  of  ammonia, 
its  supposed  contents  ;  and  what  little  was  which  are  evidently  modified  as  to  their 
secreted  was  altered  in  quality,  being  al-  tints  by  many  circumstances  of  admixture, 
kaline,  peculiarly  foetid,  and  of  a  very  re-  You  will  see  at  present  thai  this  patient 
raarkable  greeniah  tint,  with  a  sediment  has  been  very  much  reUeved  by  the  treat- 
deposited  from  it,  consistinff  of  an  impal.  ment  adopted,  since  she  makes  water  much 
paole  powder  of  a  lUue  colour.  You  oh-  less  frequently,  and  with  comparatively 
served  also,  that  there  was  a  great  quan-  little  pain,  so  that  sh6  has  become  capable 
tity  of  tenacious  ropv  mucus,  which,  how.  of  moving  about  again  with  facility,  and 
ever,  is  secreted,  not  oy  the  kidnev,  but  by  sleeping  comfortably.  The  urine  is  almost 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  bladder.  entirely  free  from  mucus,  and  is  secreted 

There  is,  then,  in  this  case,  an  altered  in  much  laiver  quantities,  and  generally 

state  of  the  secretion  of  the  kidney,  possi-  reddens  the  litmus  paper,  though  there  is 

bly  with  some  oiganic  change ;  but  of  this  still  so  much  ammonia  with  the  acids, 

we  have  no  direct  proof.    You  observe,  that  it  is  soon  rendered   alkaline,    and 

however,  that  she  has  no  pain  referred  to  smells  offensive  from  the  first.    The  pecu- 

the  kidney,  but  all  her  suTOrings  are  expe-  liar  blue  deposit  and  greenish  tint  'c6ni 

rienced  in  the  bladder;  because  the  urine  tinue,  however,  little  altered;  so  that,  aU 

having  become  alkaline,  is  rendered  irri-  though  the  disorder  of  the  bladder  has 

tating  to  the  mucous  surface,  which  se.  been  relieved,  the  disease  of  the  kidney  is 

cretes  a  great  quantity  of  mucus  to  defend  by  no  means  cured. 

itself  from  the  effects  of  the  urine,  and  is  The  treatment  adopted  has  been  the  ose 

constantly  acting  to  get  rid  of  the  irritat-  of  the  warm  bath,  the  soap  and  opium  pill 

ing  cause.    The  bladder  is,  in  fact,  in  a  at  night,  and  the  exhibition  of  a  mixture 

state  of  chronic  inflammation.    You  will  containing — 

find,  however,  that  a  much,  less  alteration  -n^^^*  v^^i^^n^^^    «:•      a^-.a  xr- 

of  the  urine  than  is  here  present,  is  suffi-  ^?„v^in  *    ,T  ®?'*'  ^U; ;  Acid  Nj- 

cient  to  cause  the  same  reference  of  the  horis            ^''               **'"'  "^^^* 
disease  to  the  bladder,  making  it  highly 

necessary  to  examine  the  urine  in  all  cases  She  has  used  this  from  May  6th  to  the 

of  apparently  diseased  bladder.    For  in-  present  time  (Mav  2Sd),  with  the  benefit 

stance,  the  urine  in  young  children  is  very  you  have  witnessed,  and  must  continue  the 

often  a  little  too  acid,  the  consequence  of  same  plan  a  little  longer.    What  further  we 

which  is,  that  they  are  brought  to  you  shall  have  occasion  to  do  for  her  must  de- 

sometimes  complainmg  of  all  the  symp-  pend  on  the  state  she  may  be  in  hereafter; 

toms  of  stone,  sometimes  of  paralysis  of  possibly  blisters  near  the  kidneys  may  be  of 

the  sphincter,  and  incontinence  of  urine;  service,  with  small  doses  of  cubebs  powder, 

and  either  of  the  cases  will  be  cured  by  or  extract  of  colchicum  and  opium.  But  of 

some  alkaline  and  bitter  medicine,  which  this  we  must  judge  by  and  by. 

quiets  the  disordered  secretion  of  Uie  kid-  But  disorders  of  the  kidney  are  much 

ney,  and  sets  the  stomach  right.  more  common  as  a  eantequenee  of  <^iffn<w 

Besides  the  alkalescence  of  the  urine,  of  some  other  part  of  the  urinaiy  oigans. 

our  patient  shews  us  a  very  singular  depo.  Whatever  cireumstances  cause    any  ob- 

sit,  which  I  do  not  recollect  to  have  seen  struction  to  the  passage  of  urine  for  a  con. 

before,  and  which  I  can  scarcely  explain  siderable  time,  will  ultimately  cause  orga- 

to  you.    You  know,  however,  that  besides  nic  changes  in  the  kidney,  whether  stone» 

lithic  or  uric  acid,  some  other  acids,  such  or  diseased  prostate,  or  stricture,  or  what- 

as  nitric,  are  sometimes  present  in  the  ever  the  nature  of  the  difficulty  may  be. 

urine,  the  effect  of  which  is  to  change  the  [Mr.  Hawkins  then  described  the  usual 

uric  acid  into  what  is  called  purpuric  acid,  course  of  such  diseases,  which  were  seen  in 

which  is  deposited,  along  with  salts,  in  the  several  preparations  on  the  table,— shew, 

form  of  a  pmkish  sediment,  from  the  mix.  ing  inflammation  and  softening   of  the 

ture  of  purpurates  with  lithate  of  ammo,  kidney— the  formation  of  absccises^tha 
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distraction  of  the  lidney,  and  its  conver-  the  urine,  or  settling  at  the  bottom,  like 

sion  into  membranous  cysts— the  wasting  mucus  Arom  the  bladder;    it  is  something, 

of  the  organ— with  the  occasional  presence  as  it  were,  between  mucus  and  albumen  in 

of  calculi.]  appearance. 

These  are  all  the  symptoms  of  renal 

Of  the  effects  of  stricture  upon  the  kid-  (disease  that  he  has  just  at  present;   but 

ney  (Mr.  Hawkins  proceeded),  there  are  you  will  recollect  that  he  has  at  different 

two  good  examples  now  in  the  house.  times  complained  of  pain  in  the  loins  and 

sides  of  the  abdomen,  i.  #.  in  the  course  of 

Case  III. — ^The  first  of  them  shews  you  the  ureters.    This  iMdn  has  been  slight, 

at  present  the  ordinary  symptoms  of  dis-  however,  and  has  afwavs  been  relievea  by 

organization  of  the  kidney,  when  in  a  qui-  a  blister,  which  he  has  had  several  times, 

escent  condition.    It  is  the  case  of  John  It  is  singular  that  very  considerable  re- 

Weighell,  set.  49,  admitted  as  long  ago  as  nal  disease  should  freauently  produce  so 

August  last.    At  the  time  of  his  admis-  little  pain;  sometimes, however, it  is  more 

sion  this  nvtiy,ibad  suffered  from  a  veiy  bad  severe,  and  requires  cupping,— cautiously, 

stricture  for  twenty  years,  which  would  however,  in  a  weak  constitution  like  this 

not,  at  first,  admit  the  smallest  catgut  man's;   sometimes  a  seton,  or  an  issue,  is 

bougie;  besides  which,  he  had  a  hard  car-  advisable,  when  the  pain  is  constant;   or 

tilaginous  tumor  enclosing  a  cavity  in  the  the  occasional  use  of  tartar  emetic  oint- 

perineum.    Some  progress  was  made  in  ment.    Sometimes,  again,  in  the  condition 

the  cure  of  this,  when  he  was  veiy  near  of  kidnev  which  is  now  before  you,  small 

dving  from  sudden  increase  of  the  renal  doses  of  Chios  turpentine,  or  cubebs,  or 

disease;  since  his  recovery  from  which  I  tincture  of  cantharides,  are  of  service, 

have  again  succeeded  in  passing  instru-  But  further:  you  have  seen  Weighell 

ments  urough  the  stricture,  though  not  very  nearly  dying  of  a  sudden  increase 'of 

into  the  bladder,  as  the  point  is  obstructed  renal  disease,  to  a  return  of  which  he  is 

in  what  appears  to  be  an  abscess  in  the  still  liable  at  any  time.      It  was  in  Janu- 

prostate  gland,  as  a  good  deal  of  pus  is  ary  last  that  he  became  low-spirited  and 

evacuated  separately  from  and  before  the  out  of  health ;    then  he  had  occasional 

urine,  the  passaffe  of  which  is  occasionally  rigors,  pain  in  the  back  and  groins,  with 

blocked  up  by  the  matter.  more  difficulty  in  making  water ;  then  in  a 

The  symptoms  of  disease  of  the  kidney  few  days  he  had  a  great  quantity  of  blood 

are  now  nearly  the  same  as  when  he  was  in  the  water,  which  came  suddenly,  and 

admitted.    In  the  first  place,  if  you  exa-  continued  for  two  or  three  days;  and  be- 

mine  the  urine,  you  will  find  that  it  con-  fore  it  ceased,  there  came  away  with  the 

tains  albumen,  since  it  is  rendered  cloudy  urine  a  very  large  quantity  of  pus,  which 

and  opaque  by  heat,  or  by  the  addition  of  continued  lor  some  litUe  time,  and  then 

nitric  acid.     You  are  not  to  conclude,  ceased.    While  he  was  at  the  worst,  he  lay 

however,  from  this  symptom  alone,  that  in  a  state  of  listiess  half  stupor,  with  a 

the  kidney  is  organically  affected,  as  was  at  quick,  feeble,  intermitting  pulse,  and  the 

one  time  imanned,  so  that  the  operation  brown  tongue  of  typhus  fever;  and  he  had 

for  stone  would  scarcely  be  performed,  if  occasional  delirium,  and  was  frequently 

it  were  present     But  if  the  specific  gra-  crying  from  extreme  depression  of  mind, 

vity  is  increased,  and  there  are  other  symp-  when  not  asleep  and  stupid.   These  symp- 

toms  present,  then  the  presence  of  albumen  toms  continued,  more  or  less,  for  nearly  a 

becomes  one  means  of  diagnosis.  Secondly,  month,  when  he  began  to  revive  and  re- 

you  will  find  that  there  is  a  somewhat  in-  cover  strength  ;  and  the  symptoms  I  have 

crcDMd  quanti^   of  pale   opaline  urine,  mentioned,  both  local  and  constitutional, 

which  is  highly  alkaliiu.      It  has  never  and  as  connected  with  the  urine,  gradually 

been  otherwise  since  I  first  saw  him,  al-  went  away,  and  left  him  as  you  now  see 

though    he  has  taken  very  considerable  him. 

doses  of  nitric  and  phosphoric  acids,  with  Now,  what  I  believe  to  have  happened 

pareira  brava  and  other  bitters,  combined  during  this  time,  was  the  formation  and 

with  opium  and  hyoscyamus,  at  different  bursting  of  an  abscess  in  one  kidney,  and 

times,  since  he  has  been  in  the  hospitaL  that  probably  the  right,  from  an  affection  of 

Thirdly,  you  will  find  that  there  is  a  small  respiration,  with  pain  on  that  side,  which 

proportion  of  peculiar  mueut  from  the  kid-  he  laboured  under  for  a  few  days.    The 

ney.    You  must  distinguish  this  from  the  discharge  of  pus  from  the  kidney  occurs  in 

ropy  semi-purulent  secretion  that  he  some-  three  different  states— first  a  quantity  is 

times  has  had,  which  is  formed  fVom  the  secreted  from  the  tubular  structure  of  the 

bladder  in  a  state  of  chronic  inflammation,  kidney,  and   IVom    the  infhndibula  and 

What  I  mean  is  a  powdery  matter  floating  pelvis,  without  any  cavity  like  that  of  an 

slightly  in  the  water,  not  so  heavy,  and  not  abscess,  and  while  the  cortical  substance  is 

§o  globular  as  pus,  but  not  diffused  through  only  inflamed.    I  have  seen  this  discharge 
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take  place  suddenly,  and  to  the  amount  of  Case  TV. — Let  us  now  proceed  to  the 

many  ounces  daily ;    so  that  it  seemed  next  case,  which  presents  an  instructiTe 

almost  impossible  tnat  it  could  have  hap-  history  to  ^ou  in  seTcral  other  points  be- 

pened  from  the  secretion  fW>m  a  mucous  sides  the  disease  of  the  kidney,  of  which 

surface  only;  and  yet  dissection  has  shewn  he  is  now  nearly  dying,  and  to  which  I 

that  it  did  so.     Secondl]^,  you  find  small  shall    confine    my    obserrations.      John 

quantities  of  pus    partially  confined  in  Colston,  aet  44,  was  admitted  into  the  hos- 

cysts,  consisting  of  the  infundibula  and  pital  nearly  at  the  same  time  as  Weighell, 

tubes,  enlarged  and  dilated;  these  cysts  m  August  last    This  man  had  been  in 

communicating  with  the  excretoiy  tubes.  St.  Thomas's  Hospital  eleyen  years  ago. 

Thirdly,  you  find  circumscribed  abscesses  with  an  effusion  of  urine,   wnich    had 

in  the  kidney,  not  communicating  with  destroyed  half  the  penis,  and  had  also 

the  excretoiy  tubes  :  even  these,  however,  left  a  mere  cicatrix  in  the  whole  len^  of 

you  can  often  trace  to  the  commencement  the  scrotum,  caused  by  the  sloughing  of 

of  the  tubes,  where  a  drop  or  two  of  pus,  the  urethra  to  this  extent.    Yet,  notwith- 

confined  by  adhesive  inflammation,  become  standing  such  a  serious  w^ipzOiig,  the  man 

the  origin  of  larger  collections  of  matter.  entirely  neglected  himself  till  he  came  to 

I  judge  that  Weighell  had  a  circum-  the  hospittu,  hardly  able  to  pass  a  drop  of 

scribed  abscess,  from  the  rigors,  and  so  on,  water,  and  with  fistulous  openings  in  the 

preceding  the  purulent  dischaige,  and  be-  perineum.    You  will  have  observed,  that 

cause  there  was  aJso  a  large  quantity  of  after  having  dilated  this  long  cicatrix,  as 

blood  before  the  pus,  as  if  we  wall  of  an  well  as  the  original  stricture  beyond,  I 

abscess  had  been  ruptured  to  give  exit  to  was  at  last  obliged  to  make  an  opening  in 

its  contents.    If  I  am  right  on  this  point,  the  perineum ;  through  which  it  will  be 

the  abscess  has  since  probably  filled  up.  better  for  him  to  msuce  water,  keeping  it 

The    treatment   wnich    was  employed  open  by  a  catheter,  than  to    allow  the 

consisted,  as  you  saw,  of  the  exhibition  of  water  to  produce  a  risk  of  further  effu- 

stimulants  to  the  extent  required,  nitrous  sion  of  urine  in  the  ragged  cicatrix,  which 

SBther,  aromatic  confection,  and  tincture  of  is  the  only  canal  in  front  of  the  opening  I 

hyoscyamns,  and  small  quantities  of  wine  have  made  down  to  the  stricture, 

and  brandy  occasionally :  not  ammonia.  Now  as  to  the  renal  disease,  yon  will 

yon  observed,  however,  (which  is  so  good  a  not  fail  to  have  contrasted  his  case  with 

stimulant  in  general),  on  account  of  the  his  fellow-sufferer's  in  this  respect — that 

alkaline  state  of  the  urine,  and  the  great  till  very  lately  the  urine  has  been  nn- 

irritation   which   this   produced  in    the  changed;  it  is  even  now  properly  add; 

bladder   and  urethra.      He  had  also   a  it  has  never  contained  any  albumen,  nor 

blister  to  the  right  side ;  and  when  in  the  mucus,  except  that  which  has  been  secreted 

state  of  g^reatest  oppression, almost  amount-  fW>m  the  bliulder;  from  which  latter  cause 

ing  to  coma,  I  ordered  a  blister  to  the  nape  it  has  sometimes  become  very  readily  al- 

of  the  neck,  from  the  effects  of  which  ne  kaline  on  standing  for  a  long  time.     He 

felt  himself  that  he  derived  great  advan-  presented,  therefore,  on  admission,  a  much 

tage.  It  is  a  very  poweribl  remedy  in  that  better  case  for   recovery  than  Weighell, 

curious  stupor  and  coma  that  sometimes  though  he  now  seems  in  so  much  more  pre- 

attend  abscesses  in  the  kidney,  and  which  carious  a  condition.     In  fact,  till  the  last 

are  frequently  the  symptoms  from  which  four  weeks  there  has  been  no  evidence  of 

the  patients  die.    I  once  thought  that  this  renal  disease,  except  once  or  twice  somo 

singular  state  of  half  coma  was  peculiar  to  slight  pain  in  the  back,  which  was  each 

the  abscess  of  the  kidney,  and  might  be  time  removed  by  a  blister. 

connected  with  a  collection  of  urea  in  the  Secondly,    you  will  have  noticed  the 

blood,  since  the  same  phenomenon  is  pre-  time  at  wnich  the  disea^^e  of  the  kidney 

sent  in  cases  of  suppression  of  urine,  and  shewed  itself  most  prominently.    It  was 

is  caused  by  cutting  the  nerves  of  the  kid-  not  during  the  long  time  that  he  had  most 

ney.    I  am  induced  to  believe,  however,  difficulty  in  passing  water — when    the 

that  it  has  not  this  origin,  as  I  have  seen  bladder  retained  half  a  pint  of  water  after 

it  in  many  cases  of  aoscess  from  other  being  apparently  empty—when  it  was  so 

causes,  in  quite  as  marked  a  deg^ree,  and  vascular  as  to  bleed  from  the  least  touch 

lasting  quite  as  lone ;  and  many  persons  of  the  catheter  against  its  interior,  which 

who  me  of  abscess  in  the  kidney  have  no  was  also  so  inflamed  as  to  secrete  a  large 

snch  symptom.    In  our  present  patient,  quantity  of  mucus  mixed  with  pus— but 

too,  the  quantities  and  qualities  of  the  it  was  after  all  disturbance  of  the  bladder 

urine  were  not  altered  dunng  the  presence  was  nearly  gone ;  because  he  could  make 

of  the  stupor ;  while  our  next  case  pre-  water  readily  and  easily,    without    any 

sented  no  such  comatose  symptoms,  al.  straining,  through  the  opening  which  I 

though  there  was  nearly  a  complete  sup-  had  made.    I  have  before  pointed  out  to 

pression  of  urine.  your  notice  this  circumstance,  and  the  ne- 
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cestitT  there  is  coosequently  of  wmtchiiig  coagulation  is,  of  conrsey  therefore  pro- 

for  the  least  appearance  of  renal  disease  du<^  in  the  water  by  heat.    As  the  water 

at  the  time  the  patient  begins  to  here-  increases  in  quantity  the  blood  diminishes, 

lieved  from  his  stricture  or  diseased  pros-  and  the  colour  becomes  natural.      This 

tate,  or  stone.  suppression  of  the  secretion  of  both  kid- 

Thirdly,  yon  will  have  noticed  the  great  neys  does  not  prove,  however,  that  both  of 

pain  and  tendemessColstonhas  had  in  both  them  are  in  the  same  condition ;  because 

testes  and  down  the  thighs,  which  takes  one  gland  being  disoiganized  or  obstruct- 

place  sometimes  in  renal  disease ;  espe-  ed,  the  secretion  of  the  other  also  will  be- 

cially  if  there  are  calculi; — symptoms,  come  deranged.    Each  time,  along  with 

however,  which  have  not  been  presented  to  some  feverishness  and  great  debility,  he  has 

you  in  the  other  patient,  and  which,  with  had,  for  three  or  four  days,  almost  inces. 
other  symptoms  which  I  will  presently  ''sant  vomiting  of  dark,  thick,  unhealthy, 

mention  to  you,  incline  me  to  think  that  looking  secretions ;  sometimes  exactiy  like 

there  is  prolmbly  a  calculus  in  the  kidney;  stercoraceous  matter  in  appearance,  though 

perhaps  h  r'he  right,  as  there  has  been  destitute  of  its  smell.    This  symptom  has 

more  paiiP'^*  the  testis  of  that  side.    I  been  somewhat  alarming  even  by  itself, 

shew  you  a  beautiful  specimen  of  calculi  fVom  the  weakness  it  has  caused;  each 

in  the  kidney,  which  I  took  from  a  patient  successive  attack  rendering  him  less  able 

who  died  of  this  disease  of  the  kidney,  to  struggle  against  it     Since  the  last  at- 

produced  by  stricture,  with  fistulas,  the  tack,  besides  mucus  from   the    bladder, 

fatal  symptoms  coming  on  suddenly,  as  in  there  has  also  been  a  good  deal  of  dark 

Colston ;  because  it  shews  vou  how  the  pus,  which,  I  believe,  comes  from  the  kid. 

calculi  are  sometimes  formed.    You  often  ney  with  the  blood,  and  not  from  the  blad- 

find  small  calculi  in  the  tnbuli,  which  drop  der,  as  it  formerly  did,  in  union  with 

down  into  the  pelvis,  and  ma^  escape  into  mucus.    This  purulent  secretion,  however, 

the  bladder,  or  may  be  retained  till  they  has  not  come  away,  as  it  did  in  Weighell, 

increase  to  such  a  size  as  this  which  i  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  me  believe 

present  io  you,  the  centre  of  which  dis-  that  there  is  a  considerable  abscess  in  the 

tended  the  pelvis  of  the  kidney,  while  seve-  kidney,  but  rather  that  the  suppuration 

ral  irregular  projections  shew  the  manner  has  be^  the  consequence  of  inflammation 

in  which  they  occupied  as  many  separate  supervening  to  the  irritation,  perhaps,  of 

infundibnla.    The  centre  seems  to  consist  one  or  more  calculi :  of  course,  however, 

chiefly  of  uric  acid  in  the  parts  where  it  is  I  do  not  mean  to  be  quite  positive  upon 

exposed,  covered  by  a  coating  of  triple  such  a  point;  and,  be  the  exact  condition 

phosphates.      Here   is    another  portion,  what  it  may,  I  think  very  badly  of  the  case, 

however,  distinct  from  the  rest,  and  occu-  I  have  not  much  to  say  as  to  the  treat, 

pying  a  single  infundibnlum,  or  triangular  ment  of  the  case,  which  has  been,  in  prin- 

cyst,  which  appears  to  have  been  formed  in  ciple,  like  that  of  Weighell.     He  has  re. 

a  very  different  way,  as  it  is  hollow,  and  quired  to  be  supported,  and  brandy  and 

beautifully  crystallized  on  the  inside  of  soda-water  agreed  well  with  the  sickness, 

the  cavity ;  so  that  it  would  seem  to  have  What  did  him  most  good,  and  relieved 

been  crystallized  on  the  interior  of  the  in-  each  attack,  was  the  giving  him  small 

fundibulum,  and  gradually  increased  by  doses  of  calomel  andopium,  of  which  he 

deposit  on  the  outside ;  the  first  formation  took  about  one  grain  and  a  half  of  the 

b^g,  perhaps  (as  Dr.  Front  has  described),  former,  with  a  quarter  of  a  grain  of  the 

in  a  semifluid  state,  highly  impregnated  latter,  every  four  or  six  hours,  when  the 

with  uric  acid;  the oilculous matter  being  symptoms    were   at    the  worst;    which 

deposited  almost  like  the  crystallization  of  seemed  to  quiet  them  soon,  after  common 

a  concentrated  saline  solution.  remedies  had  failed.    In  the  use  of  mer. 

The  urgent  symptoms  of  renal  disease  cury,  however,  in  this  case,  you  see  a  ma- 
first  shewra  themselves,  in  Colston,  after  a  terial  variation  from  the  remedies  em- 
long-continued  attack  of  a  low  form  of  ployed  in  Weighell*s  case,  which  arose 
ei^pelas,  and  he  has  had  three  distinct  from  the  circumstance  of  the  acid  quality 
seizures  during  the  last  four  weeks,  each  of  the  urine;  every  one's  experience  shew- 
of  them  exactly  alike.  The  symptoms  in  ing,  that,  when  the  urine  is  alkaline,  mer. 
each  have  been  wholly  different  fh>m  cury  must  be  very  cautiously  employed. 
Weighell's.  Each  time  there  has  been  al-  It  noes  not  seem,  however,  to  be  so  emca- 
most  a  total  tttppretnan  of  urine,  about  three  cious  in  this  present  seizure  as  before. 
auMcee  only  being  secreted  in  twenty-four  Neither  has  a  blister  been  of  so  much  ser. 
hours;  while,  in  the  interval  of  the  attack,  vice  in  the  interval  between  the  last  two 
the  quantity  has  been  above  thirty  ounces,  attacks,  as  it  was  before;  and  I  must  use 
Tlie  urine  is,  at  the  same  time,  quite  black  some  oUier  form  of  counter-irritant— tartar 
oolouied,  or  of  a  dark  red  colour,  and  con.  emetic  ointment,  perhaps— when  these 
tains  a  good  deal  of  blood  dissolved  in  it ;  symptoms  again  subside. 
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[Since  the  lecture  wis  gireiiv  Mr. 
Hawkins  left  off  the  calomel,  and  g;aTe 
some  prossic  add  in  saline  mixture,  with 
ammonia,  several  times  daily;  under 
which  the  sickness  has  gone  off,  and  the 
urine  has  agun  become  more  healthy,  but 
with  pus  and  mucus  in  it] 


HUNGER  A  CURE  FOR  INTER- 
MITTENT. 

M.  Medwedew,  a  physician  of  Mariam. 
pol,  assures  us  that  fasting  is  the  best  re- 
medy that  can  be  employed  in  the  cure  of 
intermittent  fever.  He  recommends  that 
the  patient  be  kept  from  all  food,  except- 
ing a  little  common  water  for  drink,  dur- 
ing three  days.  The  treatment  may  some- 
times be  preceded  by  (though  it  is  by  no 
means  indispensable)  an  emetic,  orapurp;a- 
tive.  But  any  infringement  on  the  fastmg 
system  he  holds  to  be  prejudicial  to  the 
cure.  M.  Medwedew  has  pursued  this 
method  for  the  last  five- and- twenty  years, 
in  Russia,  and  always  found  it  effectual. 
One  of  his  cases  is  rather  curious.  A  boy, 
of  fifteen,  had  for  three  years  laboured 
under  ague,  with  very  slight  intermissions 
of  suffering.  All  the  usual  methods  had 
been  tried  on  him  in  vain.  His  abdomen 
was  swollen  to  a  great  extent,  so  as  to 
give  him  the  appearance  of  a  woman  far 
advanced  in  pregnancy.  He  was  dropsi- 
cal and  lethargic.  Three  days'  fasting, 
however,  completely  put  him  to  rights; 
and  a  recurrence  of  the  disorder,  which 
took  place  about  six  months  after,  was 
remedied  by  adhering  to  the  same  prac- 
tice.—Af«itcmt«cA«  {Fereint')  Zeitung ;  edited 
by  Dr.  Hecker,  of  Berlin. 


MALIGNANT  PUSTULE  OF  THE 
TONGUE. 

In  the  Prussian  official  reports  we  meet 
with  the  case  of  a  butcher,  who,  in  slaugh- 
tering a  beast  that  was  considered  discard, 
had  neld  his  knife  from  time  to  time 
between  his  teeth,  and  in  two  or  three 
days  after  found  the  margin  of  his  tongue 
covered  with  black  pustules.  The  part 
swelled  alarmingly  and  most  painfully; 
violent  fever  set  in,  and  the  patient  was 
carried  off  in  the  course  of  sixty  hours.— 
Htjffeidgr,  in  the  Med,  (Fereim-)  ZeUung, 


SELF-SUPPORTING  DISPEN. 
SARIES. 

We  are  glad  t^  perceive  that  the  con- 


length  taken  up  the  subject  of  Self-Sup- 
porting  Dispensaries.  Their  labours  oonid 
not  be  directed  to  a  more  legitimate  or 
useful  purpose.  IThe  more  the  principle 
of  these  excellent  establishments  is  known 
throughout  the  countrv  the  better;  and 
we  suggested  it  for  tnis  reason  (about 
twelve  months  ago)  as  one  of  the  most 
desirable  topics  for  the  advocacy  of  the 
Useful  Knowledge  Society. 


WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  of  BURIALS, 
From  Bills  of  MoaTALiTT,  June  17, 1834. 


Abscess                •  6 

Age  and  Debility  .  40 

Apoplexy      .  8 

Asthms  19 

C^cer          •  6 

ChUdbtrth     .       .  14 

CoatQmptloa        .  107 

ConmlstoDS  6ft 

Croap   ...  6 
DentUion  or  Teething  8 

Diurhces  1 

Dropsy  10 
Dropsy  on  the  Brain  II 

Fever     ...  19 

Fever,  Scarlet  0 

Goat     ...  1 

H»raorrbafe  1 

Heart,  diseased  .  8 

Hoopinir-Goiigh   .  14 

Indigestion  .  1 


.  27 
Boirels&  Stomach    ft 

Brain  ft 

Lnngs  and  Plevra  ft 

Insanity       •        •  14 

Jaundice       •  2 

Lirer,  diseased    •  ft 

Measles  € 

Mlsearriage  •  I 

Mortiacatlon        •  6 

Paralysis  S 

Rheumatism         •  1 

Smali-Poz    .       •  8 

Spasms         •        •  2 

llinish         •        •  8 

Tamor          •       •  1 

Unknown  Causes  4 

Stillborn               •  88 


Increase  of  Burials,  as  compared  with  )     u, 
the  preceding  week       •       .       •  S 
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Kejft  at  Kdmontom,  Latitude  51®  57'  39"  N. 
Longitude  0®  3'  51"  W.  rf  Greenwieh. 


Jwme,  1884. 

TBIBMOMBTSa. 

BAnoMBmn. 

Thursday .  12 

from  47  to  60 

2062      BUI. 

Friday    .  .  18 

80      64 

20'ft0  to  2^ft2 

Saturday  .  14 

4S      67 

2047      20-48 

Sunday  .  .  15 

48      68 

20  52      2061 

Monday.  .  16 

48      6ft 

20  60      20ft0 

Tuesday .  .  17 

42      66 

20-63      20*66 

Wednesday  IS 

46      67 

20*70      208ft 

PreTsIllog  wind.  S.W. 

Generally  cloudy,  with  rain  at  times  {  a  heuTy 
thunder-storm  during  the  evening  of  the  14th, 
when  hail,  or  rather  large  pieces  of  Ice,  fell, 
nteaauring  2}  inches  round. 

Rain  fallen,  ■676  of  an  inch. 

Cbakles  HENar  Adams. 


NOTICE. 

In  reply  to  the  inquiries  of  a  Constant 
SuBscRiBEE,  we  are  enabled  to  state  that 
Dr,  R.  Lee  is  still  pursuing  his  inquiries 
on  the  subject.  We  have  not  learned  that 
there  has  been  any  change  of  opinion. 


ductors  of  the  Penny  Magasine  hare  at     w.  Wjmon,  Printer,  67, Skinner>strtet,  London. 
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LECTURES  Within  the  last  few  yean,  a  man,  pro- 
fessing the  character  of  *'  an  accoucheur," 

^^  *"'  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  this 

THEORY  AND  PRACTICE   OF  city,  was  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey  for  the 

MIDWIFERY'  muider  of  a  pregnant  woman;  in  whose 

'  case,  with  her  concurrence,  he  attempted 

Delivertd  at  th^  London  HospUal,  to  get  rid  of  the  fruit  of  conception.   Here 

«     ^             TT   «                       »» »>  *!«>   the  OS  uteri  was  transfixed.     The 

Bt  Francis  H.  Ramsbotham,  M.D.  scoundrel  was  acquitted  through  an  error 

in  the  indictment. 

Lecture  XXXVIII.  I   merely  meotkni.  these   well-known 

nnrPTrTTTT  t  Annrro  instances  to  show  yocr  ^  danger  which 

DIFFICULT  LABOUR,  ^^  ineyitably  attend  aiky  attempt  of  the 

IKBUCTION  OF  PREMATURE  LABOUR.  ^ind  being  made  by  persons  ignorant  of 

Mtam  adoptid. — Various  modes  ha?e  been  the  structure  of  these  organs. 

Eroposed    lor   the   purpose   of  inducing  I  here  show  you  a  simple  instrument 

ibour  prematurely,  both  by  internal  me.  I  ha?e  contrived  for  the  purpose  of  putting 

dictnes  and  manual  operation.    Of  these,  a  stop  to  the  process  of  gestation  in  those 

the  only  positively  sure  method  consists  in  unfortunate  cases  where  the  formation  of 

the  destruction  of  the  integrity  of  the  the  woman  precludes  the  hope  that  she 

omm,  to  be  presently  more  particularly  will  be  ever  able  to  bear  a  child  at  the 

described;  for  when  this  is  effected,  the  perfection  of  its  intra- uterine  maturity; 

procesr  of  gestation  ceases,  and  that  of  and  shall  briefly  state  the  manner  in  which 

labour  soon  commences.    The  operation  tills  effect  can  be  best  procured, 

requires   that  we  should  possess  a  most  Ductus  $iniitrgB  tnanis  digitis  in  vaginam 

accurate  knowledge  of  the  anatomy  both  intromitm,  index  per  orifieium  uteri  inserendut 

of  the  ovum  and  the  maternal  structures,  en :  deinde  instrumentum  hoc,  eui  nobis  dare 

ftnd  be  well  acauainted  with  the  state  of  nomen  eLuviocx^OT^sfortassB  liceat,  illo  digito 

derelopment  wnich   the  cervix  uteri  as-  directum,usqueadovulimembranatadferendum; 

sames  at  different  periods  of  pregnancy ;  quo    facto    efut   punctum  oceultum    dtxtr^ 

elae  the  most  serious  evils  may  result;  mauHa polUce  intut  preenm,  tenviafeetiis  invo- 

as  is  testified,  indeed,  by  the  criminal  his-  lucra  facUi  aperitf  aqua  uterina  per  eanaUm 

Xory  of  many  civilized  nations.    The  os  argenteum  libeii  fluit,  partiUque  dolores  max 

or  cervix  uteri  may  be  punctured  or  la-  mpervenient, 

oerated,  and  inflammation,  with  all  its  Unless,  indeed,  a  quantity  of  water  is 

direst  consequences,  ensue.    At  the  Dur-  present   between  the  two    layers  of   the 

liain  assizes,  in  1781,  Margaret  Tinkler,  foetal  membranes,  the  prescriDed  method 

a  midwife,  was  indicted  for  the  murder  of  will  invariably  induce  uterine  action  earlier 

Jane  Parkinson,  who  died  in  consequence  or  later;  but  should  the  amnion  still  re- 

of  injuries  Inflicted  with  the  intention  of  main  entire,  gestation  may,  and  probably 

bringing  on  abortion.    On  dissection,  two  will,  proceed  uninterrupted.      The  time 

punctures  through  the  os  uteri  were  found  which  elapses  between  the  operation  and 

in  a  gangrenous  state,  which  had  evidently  the  commencement  of  parturient  pains, 

been  the  cause  of  death.    A  similar  case  varies  exceedingly.     I  have  known  the 

is  related  by  Guy  Patin  to  have  occurred  uterus  begin  to  act  in  ten  hours,  and  I 

io  Paris;  and  the  nefarious  agei|t  expiated  have  also  known  nearly  a  week  pass.     We 

her  crime  by  the  forfeit  of  her  own  life,  usually  observe  that  in  fh)m  forty-eight  to 

343.— XIV.  2  F 
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sixty  hours  uterine  contraction  is  fully  and  went  prepared  to  operate  in  the  usual 

established.  manner.    Finding,  however,  the  os  uteri 

Dr.  Hamilton,  imprcTised  with  the  dan-  dilated  to  the  diameter  of  a  crown-piece, 

g^r  the  child  must  sustain  by  allowing  the  soft,  flaccid,  and  easily  distensible,  and 

uterine  parietes  to  come,  at  the  commence-  the  bead  presenting,  I  did  not  carry  my 

ment  of  labour,  into  close  contact  with  purpose  into  execution,  bat  merely  ordered 

the  foetal  body,  has  proposed  to  supersede  a  continuation  of  the  medicine,  wnich  bad 

the  necessity  of  the  puncture  above  de-  the  effect  desired ;  for  on  Sunday,  at  mid- 

scribed ;  and  the  following  is  the  method  night,  she  was  delivered  of  a  live  girL 
he  adopts: — 

jib  uteri  orifieio  memhranat,  digito  tmmtifo,         Case  II.— I  was  requested  by  a  gentle- 

ad  poUieii  circiler  ^atium  undique  separat ;  man  having  the  charge  of  an  extensive  pa- 

mueum   viseosum  ex  eerviee  demovet;  et  tm.  rish  on  the  northern  side  of  London,  to  in- 

tationem  adeo  excitatam  satiM  euB  ad  partum  duce  labour  for  a  woman  named  Hunt, 

pratmaturum  indueendum  existimat,  whom  I  had  once  delivered  by  craniotomy. 

Could  we  always  rely  on  success  follow-  and  whom  also  he  had  been  compelled  to 
ing  this  method,  it  .would,  no  doubt,  be  deliver  subsequently  by  the  same  means, 
much  preferable,  both  on  the  mother's  She  began,  therefore,  under  my  directions, 
and  child's  account,  to  the  one  more  com-  to  take  the  medicine  somewhat  in  the  form 
monly  practised;  but  I  have  found  it  fail  already  recommended,  on  Saturday,  Sept. 
in  most  of  the  instances  where  I  have  11,  1830,  at  12  p.m.,  being  seven  and  a  half 
adopted  it.  But  bearing  in  mind  the  great  months  advanced  in  pregnancy.  On  Sun- 
advantage  of  preserving  the  membranes  day,  in  the  aftemoon,  she  first  experienced 
whole,  I  have,  as  on  a  former  occasion  pains.  On  Monday,  at  3  p.m.,  she  said 
hinted,  lately  been  in  the  habit  of  admi-  they  resembled  those  of  labour,  recurred 
nistering  a  medicine,  with  the  same  in.  every  ten  minutes,  and  in  the  interval  she 
tention  that  actuated  Dr.  Hamilton  in  was  perfectly  easy.  Every  dose  of  the 
proposing  his  method.  medicine  maiie  her  feel  sick,  and  one  bad 

I  have  before  me  the  notes  of  many  been  vomited, 
cases  in  which  labour  was  induced  iolum        On  making  an  examination  I  found  the 

teealii  cornuti  ope-,  and  I  shall  trouble  you  os  uteri  quite  close,  rigid,  and  apparently 

with  a  brief  recital  of  six.    The  following  not  inclined  to  dilate.    I  desired  the  medi- 

is  the  plan  I  have  generally  pursued ;  and  cine  might  be  still  persisted  in.     Tuesday, 

the  formula  I  now  give  yon  is  as  good  as  2  p.m.— Intermitting  pains  had  continued 

can  be  used.  all  night ;  they  were  much  stronger  than 

R  Secalis  Cornuti  «cenU...inpulve.«m  -J^^ftfJj-dUat^' JL'  ^Jetl  oT" 

horam  et  ^^^  protruded  into  the  vagina  with  each 

mm,   I      .    .    _  „         A  .J.  o  ,  return  of  painful  sensation.    I  detected  the 

R  Liquons  Colati,  Jviiss. ;  Acidi  Sul-  y^^^ech  presenting, 
phurici  Dil.  3s8;  S^upi,  3ij. ;  Spin-         Qn  Wednesday  morning  a  slight  san- 

tus    Cmnamoni,  3ij.      M.  sumantur  g,iincous  exudation  shewed  itself  for  the 

cochl.  duo  4U  qu&que  hor&.  g^j  ^^^     1„  ^^le  ^^^^  ^f  ^^  ^y  ^1,^ 

Pmtta  doloret  decern  vel  duodeeim  elapsu  parish  midwife  was  sent  for,  but  she  did 

hcri9  €tgram  vexare,  et  poet  sitigulas  medieinm  ^ot  remain.     At  10^  p.m.  my  friend  was 

jMtimet  elare  augerif  $tppe  invent ;  aliquando  applied  to,  as  the  midwife  could  not  be 

etiam  (n^iri  prima  potato  hauau,  found ;  he  directed  his  assistant  to  proceed 

to  the  patient's  residence.      The   mem- 

Cask  I.— Mrs.  Fisher,  9,  Mead-Street,  branes  broke  immediately  on  his  arrival, 
Bethnal-Green,  a  patient  of  the  Roval  and  in  little  more  than  half  an  hour  the 
Maternity  Charity,  pregnant  with  her  child  was  bom  dead,  the  breech  being  first 
fourth  child.  Under  her  first  labour  she  expelled.  The  patient  took  sixteen  doses 
bad  been  delivered  by  mv  father,  by  era-  of  the  medicine,  having  omitted  it  when 
niotomy ;  the  second  child  was  bom  natu-  the  pains  became  urgent  She,  as  well  as 
rally,  rather  prematurely ;  of  her  third  I  every  other  person  engaged  in  the  case,  was 
had  deliverea  her  by  the  forceps,  with  convinced  that  the  effect  was  to  be  attri. 
much  difficulty.  Thursday,  July  15, 1830,  buted  entirely  to  the  remedy.  That  there 
in  the  afternoon  commenced  taking  the  was  no  disposition  in  the  uterus  to  act 
medicine  as  prescribed  above ;  being  eight  previously  to  Uie  means  being  used,  was 
months  advanced  in  pregnancy.  On  Friday .  proved  by  the  first  examination  T  myself 
evening  the  uterus  began  to  act  with  con-  made,  39  hours  after  she  commenced  the 
siderable  regularity;  the  pains  continued  prescribed  plan ;  when  its  month  was  quite 
strong  throughout  the  night,  but  ceased  on  rigid,  and  so  perfectly  close  as  not  to  ad- 
Saturday  morning,  when  1  again  saw  her,  mit  even  the  lip  of  the  finger. 
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Case  III.— Mn.  W.,  residing  in  the  Cask  IV.— On  Sundai^,  March  20, 1831, 

neighhourhood  of  the  New  Post  Office;     I  put  Mrs.  M ,  the  wife  of  a  respected 

4th  pregnancy.  The  first  child  had  heen  medical  friend,  on  the  plan  I  hare  gene- 
bom  naturally ;  the  second  and  third  had  rally  adopted.  She  was  abont  7^  months 
both  been  delivered  bv  the  crotchet.  I  ad?ancea  in  her  third  pregnancy.  Her 
saw  her  in  her  third  laboar,  in  consalta-  first  child  was  bom  naturally,,  'after  a 
tion  with  my  father  and  her  general  at-  very  lingering  labour ;  in  her  second  la- 
tendant,  on  which  occasion  we  all  deter-  hour,  I  deUvered  her  by  the  long  forceps, 
mined  Uiat  the  conjugate  diameter,  at  the  My  father  and  her  husband  both  con- 
brim,  did  not  exceed  2|  inches.  Friday,  curred  in  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  in- 
Nor.  12,  1830,  in  the  erening  she  began  to  ducing  labour  prematurely.  She  had  not 
take  the  medicine  in  the  form  above  pre-  talen  the  first  quantity  an  boor  before  she 
scribed,  supposing  herself  seven  and  a  half  experienced  uterine  pains;  and  these  were 
months  advanced.  On  Saturday  and  Sun-  increased  after  each  dose.  On  Tuesday, 
day  experienced  uneasy  sensations  in  the  at  2  p.m.,  the  uterus  was  acting  vigorously 
back  and  lower  part  of  the  abdomen.  On  every  five  minutes ;  its  mouth  was  dilated 
Monday  these  feelings  had  increased,  with  nearly  to  the  size  of  a  crown,  the  mem- 
a  shooting  pain  down  the  thighs,  and  a  branes  being  protruded  with  each  pain. 
sense  of  pressure.  She  described  them  as  She  had  taken  the  medicine  twelve  times, 
being  not  like  the  commencement  of  la-  I  requested  it  might  be  omitted.  From 
boar,  but  as  though  the  process  had  made  that  time  the  pains  beg^  to  decline,  and 
some  progress.  There  was  no  coloured  at  a  quarter  past  II  p.m.  the  uteras  was 
discbarge,  nor  any  sickness;  the  os  uteri  perfectly  inactive.  She  went  to  sleep,  and 
was  very  low,  soft,  and  dilated  more  than  passed  a  quiet  night.  At  10  next  mora- 
to  the  diameter  of  a  shilling ;  the  mem-  ing  (Wednesday)  I  requested  the  medicine 
bnmes  protraded  with  each  pain ;  I  dis-  might  be  resumed.  At  4  p.m.  she  was 
tinctly  felt  the  head  presenting.  On  Tues-  again  in  occasional  pain.  She  continued 
day  morning  the  husband  requested  me  to  the  medicine  throughout  the  day  and  night 
make  an  early  visit,  **  as  a  great  change  of  Thursday,  and  till  Friday  evening. 
had  taken  pla^  during  the  night."  I  saw  At  half-past  9  p.m.,  the  os  ulen  being  fu- 
her  at  half-past  twelve;  the  pains  were  most  entirely  dilated,  and  the  pains  pro- 
then  strong  and  regular,  recurring  every  ducing  more  distress  than  equivalent  ad- 
five  or  ten  minues.  The  os  uteri  was  al-  vantage,  I  ruptured  the  membranes  with  a 
most  entirely  dilated ;  the  membranes  un-  pointed  quill ;  the  pains  immediately  as- 
broken  ;  there  had  been  a  slight  **  shew"  sumed  an  expulsive  character,  and  she 
sinoe  four  a.m.  I  could  not  feel  any  part  was  delivered  uf  a  live  child  at  a  quarter 
of  the  child's  body.    At  two  the  membra-  before  12  the  same  night 

nous  bag  protruded  externally;  still  the        Case  V.— Mrs.  M ,  the  subject  of  the 

presenting  part  was  not  discoverable.  last  case,  became  again  pregnant,  and  again 

Although  I  had  perfectly  satisfied  my-  I  was  requested  to  take  chaige  of  her,  for 

self  that  the  head  presented  on  the  pre-  the  purpose  of  inducing  labourprematurely. 

winuB  day,  I  began  to  suspect  that  the  On  Monday,  November  12th,  1832,  being 

duld   had    changed    its    position,    and  eight  months  advanced,  she  was  put  under 

that   it  was  now  situated  transversely,  the  same  plan  which  had  so  satisfactorily 

I  therefore  prepared  to  turn,  if  I  found  succeeded  before.    In  three  hours  pains 

it    meoessary,    and   ruptured   the  mem-  came  on,  and  they  were  increased  after 

bnnes ;  a  large  quantity  of  liquor  amnii  each  dose.    Late  on  Tuesday  evening  her 

escaped,   and   the  thouidir  came  to  the  husband  called  on  me,  to  say  that  the  os 

brim.    I  immediately  introduced  my  hand  uteri  was  dilated  to  the  size  of  a  crown, 

and  brought  down  the  feet    The  passage  and  soft;  that  the  pains  were  veir strong; 

of  the  head  through  the  superior  aperture  that  the  head  was  presenting,  ana  that  he 

was  effected  with  difficulty,  and  occupied  was  desirous  of  rapturing  the  membranes: 

between  ten  and  fifteen  minutes.    On  its  from  this  I  dissuaded  him.    On  seeing  her 

eztiaction,  a  considerable  indentation  was  at  12  the  next  day,  I  found  the  os  uteri 

apparent  in  one  parietal  bone,  produced  almost  entirely  dilated,  the  pains  strongly 

by  the  projecting  sacral  jpromontoiy  dur-  expulsive.     I  attempted  to  rapture  the 

ing  delivery.    The  child  gasped  two  or  membranes  with  my  finger,  but  could  not 

tlnee  times,  but  could  not  be  restored :  succeed  without  using  a  stilette,  in  con- 

fron  its  size,  I  judged  the  lady  was  rather  sequence  of  their  preternatural  toughness. 

farther  advanced  Uian   she   anticipated.  An  immense  quantitv  of  liquor  amnii  was 

Slie  said  that  she  felt  the  infant  move  evacuated,  the  head  came  to  the  pelvic 

strongly  during  the  previous  night,  and  brim,  and  the  child  was  bora  alive  at  half- 

sfwpeeted  at  the  dme  that  it  had  changed  past  one  the  same  afteraoon. 

its  posture.      She   took,  in    the   whole,  Case   VI.  — Mrs.   Holliday,  9,  Turk- 

tsrenty-three  doses.  Street,  Bethnal  Green,  a  patient  of  the 
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Royal  Maternity  Charity,  pr^ant  with  parturition  by  arti6cial  means,  it  appears 

her  third  child.    I  delivered  her  by  era-  to  me  that  less  danger  is  incurred  by  in- 

oiotomy,  of  her  first  child,  February  29,  ducing  action  through  Uie  agency  of  a  me- 

1832,  and  brought  on  premature  labour,  dicine,  in  other  respects  of  a  harmless  cha- 

by  the  means  now  recommended,  in  De-  racter,  than  either  by  stimulating  the  os 

cember  of  the  same  year,  her  pelvis  not  uteri  manually,  or  by  partially  evaeuat- 

measuring  more  than  2|  inches  in  the  con-  ing  the  uterine  cavity.    In  either  case, 

jugate  diameter  at  the  brim.    On  that  oc-  action     is    induced    before    it    is    pre* 

casion  Uie  child  was  bom  still,  aod  she  sumed   that    the   passages  are  in   a    fit 

attributed  its  death  to  a  violent  fright  state  for  the  escvpe  of  the  foetus :— but 

which  she  sustained  after  she  had  begun  to  nature  has  most  wisely  and  benevolently 

take  the  medicine ;   after  which  time,  in-  ordained    that,  as  the  process  advances, 

deed,  she  did  not  feel  it  move.    Friday  the  relaxing  influence  should  keep  pace 

evening,  September  6,   1833,   began  the  with  the  power  of  the  propelling  organs. 

medLcine,  being  7^  months  advanced  in  This,  indeed,  we  see  daily  exemplified  in 

pregnancy.    On  Sunday  morning,  having  those  instances  where  premature  ItUwur 

taken  six  doses,  she  experienced  no  effect  occurs  spontaneously,   or  as    the  oonse- 

of  any  kind  from  it,  the  os  uteri  continuing  quence  of  bodily  accident  or  sudden  mental 

close  and  rigid;  at  1  p.m.  recommenced  emotion  ;   and    I    cannot   imagine   that 

it;   in  the  evening  pains  occurred,  and  greater  danger  to  the  womb  is  likely  to 

continued  all  night.    On  Monday  morning  result  from  action  excited  in  the  one  way 

she  sent  for  her  midwife,  who  remained  than  in  the  other.    If,  therefore,  we  are 

with  her  all  day.     At  10  p.m.  the  mem-  compelled  to  interfere  with  and  subvert 

branes  broke  spontaneously,  and  at  half-  nature's  original  intentions,  it  is  evidently 

past  11  she  was  delivered  of  a  live  child,  our  duty  to  use  those  means  which  are 

She  took  thirteen  doses.  least  likely  to  occasion  injuiy,  and  most 

All  these  patients  recovered  as  well  as  consonant  with  the  method  she  herself 

after  the  most  common  labour  at  the  full  adopts.    If  this  particular  drug,  without 

period ;  and  in  none  of  the  cases  was  there  stimulating  oUier  structures,  specifically 

the  least  indication  of  a  disposition  in  the  excites  the  nervous  system  of  the  uterus 

uterus  to  assume  its  contractile  Amotion  to  such  a  degree  as  to  cause  contraction 

previously  to  the  exhibition  of  the  medicine,  in  its  fibres,  ^vehich  I  myself,  ftom  re- 

I  could  recite  many  similar  instances,  peated  trials,  firmly  believe),  are  we  not 

equally  demonstrative  of  the  power  of  the  procuring  the  greatest  effects   with    the 

drug ;  but  I  consider  these  quite  sufficient  least  possible  hazard;  and  are  we  not,  there- 

to  establish  the  fact,  and  prove  the  harm-  fore,  acting  in  perfect  accordance  with  all 

lessness  of  the  medicine, — at  least  as  far  the  best-established  principles  of   tibenu 

as  the  mother  is  concerned;— and  I  look  pontics }    Does  it  not  stand  to  reason  that 

upon  this  method  as  a  great  improvement  less  disturbance  must  be  occasioned  to  the 

over  any  previously  adopted.     In  some  mtem  generally  by  the  means  propMed-* 

very  few  cases,  indeed,  the  remedy  has  en-  if  the  principle  laid  down  be  correct— 

tirely  failed  in  exciting  contraction,  and  in  than  by  irritating  the  month  of  the  womb 

others,  in  conseoiience  of  the  inefficiency  to  such  an  extent  as  to  induce  the  organ 

of  the  pains,  I  nave  thought  it  right  to  to  get  rid  of  its  contents?— and  are  we  not 

rupture  the  membranes  when  the  os  uteri  less  likely  to  produce  a  bruise  in  the  os 

had  ac<|uired  a  diameter  equal  to  the  size  uteri,  by  procuring  its  dilatation  while  the 

of  a  shilling,  or  half  a  crown ;  but  in  the  membranes  remain  entire,  than  by  letting 

majority,  no  manual  interference  of  any  off  the  liquor  amnii,    and   bringing  the 

kind  has  been  requisite.  bony  head  of  the  child  to  press  upon  the 

I  have  heard  it  objected  to  the  plan  here  undilated  orifice,  at  the  very  oommence. 

proposed,  that  this  specific  medicine  should  ment  of  the  partnrient  efforts  ? 
never  be  administered  with  a  view  of  ex-        It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  insist  on 

citing  uterine  action,  unless  the  os  uteri  the  abuse  to  which  a  medicine  possessing 

were  either  entirely  dilated  or  easily  dila-  such  extraordinary  powen  may  be  liable: 

table,  and  unless  the  vagina  and  external  for  although,  in  many  cases,  we  may  fail 

parts  were  also  in  a  lax  state :  and  I  coin-  in  obtaining  the  end  proposed,  the  pecaliar 

cide,  to  the  utmost  extent,  with  the  caution  effects  in  the  instances  above  related  are  as 

inculcated  in  this  observation,  under  labour  completely  attributable  to  its  agency  as 

at  f^ll  time,  when  retarded  from  rigidity  purging  to  jalap,  or  vomiting  to  ipeea- 

of  parts  after  the  membranes  have  gtvm  coanha. 

way;  for  I  have  known  serious  iigury  re-        H^Am  fi«cesiary.— Unless  deformity  of  the 

suit  from  its  being  improperly  neglected ;  person  generally,  and  of  the  pelvis  in  par- 

—as,  indeed,  I  have  stated  on  a  former  occa-  ticular,  exist  to  an  extreme  degree,  the  in- 

sion.    But  in  cases  where  it  becomes  our  duction  of  premature  labour  in  a  first 

duty  to  anticipate  the  proper  period  of  pregnancy  is  not  to  be  thought  of;  for  it 
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is  impossible  to  become  acquainted  with  great  nicety,  what  degree  of  contraction 
the  etuet  slace  of  the  different  diameters  of  would  warrant  us  in  proposing  the  mca- 
the  peMs,  except  under  labour;  and  in  sure  we  are  now  discussing.     As  it  has 
the  cases  ordinarily  met   with,   no  one  been  frequently  laid  down  as  a  principle, 
would  be  justified  in  ha? ini^recourse  to  so  that  a  child  at  full  time  may  pass  through 
serious  a  measure  if  he  had  not  accurately  a  pelris  containing  in  its  conjugate  dia- 
ascertained  the  dimensions  by  personal  meter  at  the  brim  three  inches,  we  may 
examination — and  that  under  the  mostfii-  hope,  if  the  space  exceed  that  dimension, 
Tourable  circumstances  for  obtaining  the  that  the  foetus  .may  be  bom  lining,  natn- 
xequired  information.  nJly,  provided  the  outlet  be  well  formed : 
I  would  warn  you  strongly,  also,  against  and  we  should  not  be  inclined  to  adopt 
acting  on  the  representations  of  the  pa<  any  means  by  which  gestation  might  be 
tient  herself  alone ;  and  of  the  following  suspended,  unless,  indeed,  some  extraordi- 
two  cases,  one  will  point  out  the  necessity  .nary  circumstances  called  for  our  inter- 
of  such  a  caution.    In  the  year  1825,  I  ference ;   such  as  the  patient  inTariablr 
was  applied  to  by  a  woman,  of  whom  I  bearing  very  large  children,  or  other  acci- 
had  no  pre? ioas  knowledge,  to  induce  la-  dental  cause  equally  incontrollable. 
boar  prematurely.    She  stated,  that  she        If,  then,  the  conjugate  diameter  measure 
had  lived  at  the  west  end  of  London,  but  between  2]  and  3  inches,  we  may  allow 
had  come  to  reside  not  far  from  my  house;  pregnancy  to  advance  to  the  end  of  eight 
that  two  of  her  children  had  l>een  de-  months ;  if  about  !^  inches,  or  rather  less, 
stroyed,  and  that  twice  also  premature  la-  to  seven  months  and  a  half;  if  about  2^ 
bonrhadbeen  induced  by  a  highly-respecta-  inches,  it  must  not  proceed  beyond  seven 
blepractitionerintheneighbourhood where  months;    if  the  space  be    less  than  2^ 
she  then  resided.    I  took  the  liberty  of  inches,  it  would  be  certainly  unsafe  to  de- 
writing  to  this  gentleman  on  the  subject,  lay  our  means  beyond  seven  months ;  and 
who  gave  me  such  satisfactory  reasons  for  I   would    be  inclined  to  induce  labour 
what  he  had  done,  that  I  had  no  hesita-  rather  sooner;  because  children  of  an  earlier 
tJOD  in  acceding  to  her  request    Since  period  have  been  reared.     In  one  case 
that  time  I  have  brought  on  labour  pre  I  thought  it  right  to  bring  on  labour  at 
maturely  for  that  woman  on  three  different  six  months  and  a  half,  scarcely  anticipate 
occasions.  ing,  however,  to  save  the  child :  having  de- 
In  the  year  1831,  my  father  was  ap-  livered  the  patient  previously  by  cranio- 
plied  to  by  a  patient,  also  to  induce  la-  tomv,  I  had  a  full  knowledge  of  the  verv 
boor.    She  stated  that  her  child  had  been  small  size  of  the  pelvis   she  possessed. 
destroyed  in  the  birth    by  a   physician  Even  at  this  early  period,  I  found  the 
practising  at  the  western  part  of  the  me-  child  had  acquired  too  great  a  bulk  to 
tzopolis — a  gentleman  who  holds  a  high  pass  entire,  and  I  was  obliged  to  open 
nmk  in  the  profession;  and  that  she  never  the  head.    I  afterwards  learned  that  this 
could  bear  a  living  child  at  full  time.    My  poor  creature  had  gone  to  Malta  with  her 
father  took  the  trouble  to  see  this  gentle-  husband,  and  there  died  in  labour. 
man,  that  he  might  learn  fh)m  him  the        Mf.  Barlow,  indeed,  considers  the  in- 
particnlars  of  the  case,  and  was  informed,  duction  of  premature  labour  an  n^justifi- 
that  the  woman  was  believed  to  be  un-  able  proceeding,  except  the  operation  be 
married;    that   she   had   placed   herself  performed  about  the  end  of  the  seventh 
under  the  care  of  a  midwife ;  and  that  he  month  of  gestation ;  and  he  thinks  it  most 
had  been  applied  to  in  consequence  of  a  warrantable  when  the  pelvis  measuresfrom 
violent  attack  of  convulsions,  which  oc-  2(  to  2|  inches  across.    His  observations 
cnried   during   the    labour ;   on   whidi  would  even  lead  us  to  infer  that  he  limits 
account  alone  he  had  thought  it  requisite  its  use  to  that  particular  dimension;  but 
to  perforate  the  head.    My  father  then  re.    I  cannot  help  thinking  his  calculation  loo 
fused  to  accede  to  her  wishes ;  but  she,  low,  and  that  three  inches  should  be  the 
still  desirous  of  placing  herself  under  his  chosen  limit 

care,  took  apartments  in  his  neighbour.  It  is  a  prejudice  as  old  as  Hippocrates, 
hood,  and  gestation  was  allowed  to  pro-  that  a  child  of  seven  months'  is  more  likely 
oeed  to  its  termination.  My  father  at-  to  live  than  one  of  eight  months*  intra. 
tended  her.  Some  delay  occurred  in  the  uterine  age ;  and  it  is  still  in  force,  not 
labour,  which  induced  him  to  request  my  only  in  this  country,  but  on  the  Conti- 
assistance,  and  I  ddivered  her  of  a  living  nent  Such  an  opinion,  however,  is  con- 
child  by  means  of  the  forceps.  We  found  trarr  to  experience,  and  contrary  also  to 
a  slight  contraction  at  the  outlet  of  the  analogy  and  all  philosophical  reasoning ; 
pelvis,  which  was  the  occasion  of  the  for  we  should  certainly  expect  that  the 
difficulty  experienced.  I  have  great  longer  the  foetus  remained  in  utero,  the 
doubts  that  her  object  in  applying  to  my  more  completely  would  the  respiratorv  and 
lather  was  the  preservation  of  her  infant  digestive  apparatus  be  perfected  ;  ana  that 
It  becomes,  then,  a  question  of  very    it  would  be  more  likely  to  be  capable  of 
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sustainii^  an  independent  exintenc*.  This  London  Hotpital  u  kmid  u  wu  nfe;  Iba 
•opposition,  in  Etct,  we  find  piactlcall;  tomor  wu  lemoved,  and  the  anjojed  bcr 
Terified;  nnd  n-e  ihonld,  iherefoie,  deUj  former  health.  '  Tbe  child  praaeatcd  with 
our  atlenipts  until  the  last  daj  which  «•  the  broech  ;  the  labour  wai  MHnewhM  lin-. 
think  consistent  vith  iti  pusage  Ihtoogh  K^ngi  audit  «r«i  nnfortnoklalj  bora 
the  pelTij  entire  and  nninjureil.  dead. 

Other  (t4Ues  of  dUewe,  La  which  tlM 
mother^  life  is  placed  in  imnioent  jeo. 
paid;,— proiidea  there  ia  good  reaaoD  Id 
•nppoie  lier  danger  ia  wfgiKnUA  bj  Iha 
Mntinaance  at  pr^nanc;,— bib;  wMiant 
n*  in  haTioR  reconm  to  the  indactian  of 
piematDce  laboor:  thai.  Dr.  B«mUton 
telli  n*  he  hai  twice  resorted  4a  tbe  ex- 
pedieot,  with  the  riew  of  prcaerring  tbe 
muther|  in  one  of  wliicb  caeei  dropaf  ID. 
daMalhim,*ndtheothcr,deadtjeihanMiaB 
•nd  ilepreuod  vital  powera.  I^  inch  aiio- 
malou  ca£e>,  bowerer,  it  mut  be  erideat 
that  no  genenl  rale  can  b;  pomibili^  be 
laid  down.  It  would  be  right,  in  em; 
initanee  where  pmnatare  action  U  is. 
'---1,  that  a  wet-nnrM  iboald  be  ei 


to  take  charge  of  the  child  Immediataly 
on  it.  birth. 


■CDUiloa  of*  pnmaivTt  tmtua    puAlnf  tt_  iiNnirBTirn  rAnnirB 

A  mptore  of  the   tomIb  of  the  head 

Other  cireomitancei  ma;,  howeier,  call  ma;  occnr  nnder  lingering  labour,  owuig 
for  our  interference  in  the  manner  pra-  to  tbe  greU  excitement  inSbred,  and  tba 
poeed,  beeidcs  diminution  of  tbe  pelrie  escesiite  action  cvnacqnetit, — prodncing 
capadl;  :  lbu<,  if  it  should  hare  occurred  conTnldons  or  qMiplex;.  These,  how- 
to  the  >ame  woman,  in  a  number  of  loc-  erer,  will  occup;  our  atlention  herea/ter. 
ceuive  pregnancies,  to  be  aware  of  the  If  the  woman  be  labouring  under  as 
death  nr  her  infant  at  a  particular  period  aneurism,  it  ma;  boist,  or  uic  mar  Urn 
towards  the  close  of  ecstatinn, — ahoot  tha  tniia  a  discbaige  of  blood  from  the  longa 
tenninatiiin  of  the  ■.-ijibth  month,  for  in.  or  other  puts.  An  internal  abiceM  pre. 
stance, — andiflbedeBlh  wastobeattiihnt-  rionsl;  fonnol  ma;  also  burst  into  an;  uf 
ed  to  deficiency  of  noorisbmenl,  or  an;  thecaTitieii  hot  this  most  necMMiil;  be 
other  cause  dccidEdl;  referable  to  the  ma-  a  rare  cMe.  I  bare  known  two  instancca 
lernal  system,  it  would  become  a  matter  for  where  women  nnder  labour  hare  died  sud- 
consideiationwhethera  chance  of  life  might  denl;,  in  consequence  of  organic  diaeara 
not  tie  afforded  to  her  future  infknts  b;  about  tbe  cheat;  in  one  a  lai^^e  collection 
the  induction  of  labour  before  tbe  ssuai  of  water  was  found  in  all  (be  thoracic 
period  of  their  death.  Id  suchacase,haw-  carilie*.  The  heart's  action  was  impeded 
e;  er,  it  nonld  be  neceasai;  to  weigh  tnoit  to  so  great  a  degree  that  tbe  blood  could 
■ninutel;  eier;  circumstance  connected  not  be  propelled  forward  in  proportion  as 
with  the  case,  and  all  the  peculiarilica  at-  it  was  receired,  and  the  or^an  was  chohed. 
tcudant  on  IL    On  oiie  occasion   1  was  In  the  other,  disease  existed  in  the  mitral 


consulted  h;  a  pregnant  woman  for  a  valie,  and  the  aperture  between  the  a 
small  tiuwir  at  the  upper  p«rt  of  tbe  ride  and  tentricle  would  ~  -  '  '  '' 
thigh,  which  was  eridentf;  of  a  uiallgnacl     point  of  the  little  finger. 


i  it  increased  so  rapidlj,  thai  it 
clear,  if  she  were  allowed  to  attain  her  full  inglife,  but  1  was  present  at  the  pmt. 
period,  it  would  in  all  pmbabilit;  hare  ae-  mm-itm  examinations, 
quired  soch  a  magnitude  as  to  preclude  Kuntureof  tbeb^onchibasalM>oc<•sion- 
lhepot>ibilit;r.^cxtirpation.  1  rnjnested  nail;  Lappened,  but  il  is  a  rer;  rare  oecnr- 
ibe  opinion  of  m;  ftlher  and  Hr,  Luke,  rence,  and  I  hare  myself  nerer met  Kith  it. 
who  coincided  with  me  as  to  the  characlcr  Laceration  of  the  tagina  and  nf  the  niema 
onhedisease,— astothehaxajdofpcrfann-  ma;  take  plaee^  but  of  these  1  thall  speak 
jng  Iheopcration  underprrgnaac*,— andas  more  at  length  in  tbe  proper  places  Th« 
to  llie  danger  of  allowing  the  full  term  of  bladder  mar  burst  alio,  or  ioflammalimi 
gestation  to  arriir.  1  therefore  brought  ma;  Lake  place  in  its  neik,  and  a' — '~'~~ 
on  prrmatorc  labour  abiiul  the  end  of  mat  tuperrene.  Thcu,  too,  « ill 
—  itn  monihi.  she  was  nctucil  into  The  disiincl  ooosidcration. 
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coNSBQVSNCBt  OF  LABOMiovs  LABOUR,  riam  and  watchftilness,  the  cold  clammy 
Exhatatim.  —  After  Ungering  labours,  cxtoemities,  the  quick,  weak,  trraulouB, 
whether  instruments  ha?e  been  used  or  not,  »?«  o"«;  irregular  pulse,  wiU  sufficiently 
the  genenOity  of  women  recorer  tolerably  characterise  this  stote;  while  the  purgings 
well ;  but  ocoiMonaUy  Teiy  bad  symptoms  fnj*  romitings,  and  aphthous  mouth,  will 
manifest  themselves,  the  consequence  of  indicate  the  extetet  of  danger, 
depression  from  loss  of  power,  excite-  Sometimes,  the  parts,  rather  by  their 
ment,  or  injurious  pressure.  ®^^  healing  powen  than  the  aid  of  medi- 

Sometimes  the  system  faUs  into  a  stateof  «?«» ^1]  become  restored ;  ^e  symptoms 
exhaustion,fiwnwhichitneTerrallies.  The  ^J}  grnuipally  abate ;  the  different  organs 
symptoms  indicating  such  a  state  would  ge-  ^»5  "i?^*?  ^^"^^  their  healthy  functions ; 
nerally  be  observed  before  instruments  are  "?<*  «*«'  hovenng  on  the  brink  of  destruc^ 
had  recourse  to :  under  it  the  mental  and  ^lon  for  some  weeks ;  by  a  strong  effort  of 
bodily  powers  are  completely  worn  out;  *"«  constitution,  the  patient  will  unex- 
the  pulse  flags;  the  extremities  become  pectedly  rally.  At  other  times  the  parte 
cold;  there  are  weariness  of  the  limbs,  will  slough,  and  various  will  be  the  extent 
vomiting,  sunken  features,  and  a  hollow  of  the  destruction  produced.  Occasionally, 
eye ;  probably  no  pain  is  complained  of,  the  bladder,  rectum,  &nd  all  the  coate  of 
and  the  expression  of  the  face  is  sufficient  ^J®  ^a8"».».  wiU  become  gangrenous ;  the 
to  indicate  the  danger.  Stimulants,  three  cavities  wiU  be  thrown  into  one; 
nourishment,  cordial  medicines,  opium,  »»?,  >[  ™  patient  survive,  of  which  there 
and  »ther,  aiethc  best  and  only  means  to  ^"^  *«  "^tle  chance,  most  miserable  in. 
restore  the  ebbing  vitality.  °««^  "*"«*  ^  ^^®  remainder  of  her  life. 

Mamntatim  of  the  pelvic  vMMffl.— After    At  oAers,  merely  a  portion  of  the  mucous 
laborious  labour,  the  viscera,  at  the  lower    membrane   of  the   vagina   wiU  slough, 
part  of  the  abdomen  and  pelvis,  often  go    Constitutional  imtaUon,  jarioyg  m  de- 
into  a  state  of  inflammation :  suppuration    E^i  ^j"  supervene,  which  will  cease  on 
may  occur,  but  it  is  not  usual ;  the  inflam.    ™  healing  process  being  estoblished,  and 
mation  generally  terminates  in  resolution    ^  cicatrix  wiU  be  formed,  which  may  im- 
m  sloughing.    *l'his   state  is  known  by    Pe^«  the  easy  passage  of  the  child  during 
shivering,  general  fever,  and  local  pain,—    *  subsequent  labour. 
by  a  quick  pulse,  white  tongue,  thirst,      .  2V«i<ij«nt.-- Little  can  be  done  by  medi- 
heat  and  dryness  of  skin,  want  of  the    cme  under  this  unfortunate  wndiUon.  The 
secreUon  of  milk,  and  suppressed  lochia,    P"^  ™»y  ^  ?*^™f  °^  ^^  ^1  strength 
and  there  is  pain  on  pressing  the  lower    ™«?*  ^  sustained.    The  introduction  of 
part  of  the  befiy.    If  the  uterus  feels  large,    a.P'f  ^  of  lint,  soaked  m  turpentine  and 
hMd,  and  painful,  most  likely  the  inflam-     o'l,  has  been  recommended  to  facilitate  the 
mation  is  confined  to  thatviscus;  but  if    slough's  separation.     As  soon  as  the  pa- 
the  pain  is  more  general,  and  the  swelling    tient  is  able  to  be  moved,  she  should  be 
less  circumscribed,  the  probability  is  that    ^^^  into  the  country :   a  change  from  the 
the  disease  is  more  diffused,  and  there  is  a    close  atmosphere  of  town  to  a  naore  healthy 
greater  chance  of  ito  terminating  in  slough-     »""  h"?  o^c"  ?»▼«"  »  fi">P  to  Ujc  constitu- 
mg.   Itisnotimpo«iblethatyoumaycon-     ^o?*  «««  renovated  the  sinking  powers, 
ibnnd  this  state  with  puerperal  peritonitis ;    »?d  put  an  immediate  check  to  some  of 
but  it  U  of  the  utmost  moment  to  distin-    the  worst  symptoms,  especially  continued 
guish  these  affections  from  each  other,  be-    purging. 

cause  the  same  depleting  means  are  neither  inability  to  pass  itRiNE. 

required  in  this  case,  nor  in  fact  will  they        ,    ^...^    ^  .        ^      ,  ,.         . 

be  borne  Inability  to  pass  unne  after  deliveiy  is 

Suppuration  is  known  to  have  supwrened  ?ot  an  infrequent  consequence  of  lingering 
by  occasional  rigors  occurring,-by  the  labour.  •  It  anses  from  turgescence  of  the 
dbaipnessofthe  pain  experienced,-by  the  jcwfls  of  the  urethra  and  neck  of  the 
pulse  increasing  in  rapifity  and  falling  in  bladder,  or  perhaps  from  spasm  of  the 
power,— and  by  hectic.  The  tongue  be-  «P^«*?^-  ,  ^.  .  .i.  .  . 
comes  furred,  and  there  is  purging  and  ^The  introducUon  of  a  catheter  two  or 
sweating,  and  vomiting,  and  wasting  of  three  tim^i  in  the  twenjr-four  houre  is 
the  body  :  generally  the  symptoms  in-  necessary  in  every  case  where  the  bladder 
crease,  ^d  Uie  paUent  dies;  but  some-  does  not  void  ite  contents.  Occasionally, 
times  the  abscess  may  buret  into  the  "^^f^  yoj  bave  been  obhged  to  use  the 
vagina,  and  give  ahnost  immediate  relief.  catheter  for  this  purpose,  the  patient,  for 
^  °  two  or  three  days,  passes  her  water  tolen- 

DEEP  COU.AP8E.  bly  Well;    and  after  that  time,  you  are 

A  state  of  deep  collapse  may  be  pro-  mortified  to  hear  that  it  comes  away  in- 
duced by  the  extensive  contusions  and  voluntarily.  Under  this  state,  after  a  labu- 
subsequent  mortification.  The  entire  rious  labour,  you  may  always  suspect  thf ' 
proetration  of  strength,  the  muttering  deli-     a  slough  has' taken  i»lace  at  the  neck  ' 
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tustftiniiig  an  Indepeiidenl  eiiHtcnce.  This     Londmi  Ho«plfal  aa  m 

luppositiaii,  in  fact,  we  find  ni 

rerifiedi  and  we  shnnld,  Iherefoi.,         _,  .... 

our  attempu  anlil  the  last  da;  which  wa    the  txeech  i 

think  consistent  with  it<  paiuge  throogh    Reriiig ;  and  4t  w«i  onfortiiiMliJy  ban' 

the  pelvi*  entile  and  nninjnred.  dead. 

Other  ttatei  of  diaeMe,  in  wUii  the 
mother'!  life  ii  placed  in  Inmtn^t  ie»- 
pardj,— proTided  then  it  gnod  naioa  ts 
■DpjKMe  her  danger  ii  aggntrated  bj  tb« 
coDtinoanceof  pr^nancj, — maj  wanant 
HI  in  haTinr  reconrse  to  the  indaetina  of 
prematare  lahonri  thu.  Dr.  HaniltiB 
tell)  HI  lie  has  twice  tisoited  4o  the  ex- 
pedient, with  the  new  or  preaerriug  the 
mother;  in  one  of  which  cssei  dropij  in- 
dacedhim,  and  the  other,  deadjrexhaiwtwn 
anddepreuedrilal  pawen.  For  (ach  aao- 
inaloiu  case*,  liowerer,  it  miut  be  eriibt 
that  no  general  rale  can  bj  pouibititj  be 
laid  down.  It  would  be  right,  ia  ntrj 
instance  where  premature  action  ii  i>- 
dneed,  that  a  wet-nnna  ihoDld  be  csgigcd 
to  take  chaige  of  th«  child  ituDcduMh 
on  it*  birth. 


A  rupture  of  tlw  tcsmIb  oT  tha  baaJ 
Other  circunutances  may,  however,  ail  may  occur  under  lingering  laboor,  owmf 
fur  oor  Interference  in  the  manner  pro-  to  the  great  eidleineot  mOtnd,  aad  tb« 
posed,  besides  diminution  of  the  pelHo  excessire  action  cooicqiient, — prodaeiag 
capadly:  iIiuei,  if  it  should  hare  occurred  conTolsions  or  apoplexj.  Tbeac,  how. 
to  the  came  woman,  in  a  number  of  sac-  ever,  will  oocup;  oar  kttentimi  bcnaflcr. 
ceuive  pr^naocies,  to  be  aware  of  the  If  the  woman  be  labouring  oader  an 
death  of  her  infant  at  a  particular  period  aneurism,  it  maj  bunt,  or  she  auT  dia 
towards  the  close  of  gestation, — about  the  from  a  discbaige  of  blood  from  the  laaga 
termination  of  the  eii^bth  month,  for  in-  or  otber  parts.  Au  internal  abseen  pi«> 
stance,— and  if  the  death  was  to  beattribnt-  rioaslj' fonnod  m*;  also  burst  into  aaj  of 
ed  to  deficiency  of  nourishment,  or  anj  the  caiiliea ;  hot  this  most  neccsmilj  b« 
other  cAuse  decidedly  referable  to  the  ma-  a  rare  case.  I  bare  known  two  instaacca 
tcrnal  system,  it  would  become  a  matter  for  where  women  under  Uhoar  have  diad  sad- 
con  sideralion  whether  a  chance  of  life  might  denly,  in  conseijueacc  of  organic  disears 
not  be  afibrded  to  her  Tutu n  infants  by  about  the  chest  j  in  one  a  lai^  coUectioa 
the  induction  of  labour  before  the  usual  of  waler  was  found  in  all  the  Iboncie 
period  of  their  death.  In  suchBcase,how.  cavities.  The  heart's  action  was  impeded 
et  er,  it  would  be  necessary  to  weigh  most  to  so  great  a  degne  that  the  blond  roatd 
minutely  every  circumstance  connected  not  be  propelled  forward  in  proportion  ai 
with  the  case,  and  all  the  peculiarities  at-  it  was  received,  and  the  organ  was  eboked. 
tendant  on  it     On  oiie  occasion   I  nut  In  the  other,  disease  existed  in  the  mitral 


consulted  by  a   pregnant  woman   for    a    valre,  and  the  aperture  between  the  aa> 
small   tumor  at   the  upper  part  of  the    ride  and  ventricle  would  -    '   -  ■    '-  -■ 
thigh,  which  was  evidently  of  a  uialiKnaEl     point  of  the  little  finger. 


incifaied  so  rapidly,  thai  it  was  I  did  not  see  either  of  ifacsn  casts  dnr~ 

clear,  if  she  were  allowed  to  attain  her  full  ing  life,   but  I   was  present  at  tile  fart. 

pcrioil,  it  wonld  in  all  prubabiliiy  haveac-  mtrirm  aiaminations. 

quired  such  a  magnitude  as  lo  preclude  Buptureof  thabmnchihasalsoocfasion- 


tlie  possibility  cf  cxtiqwtion.  I  requested  Dally  happened,  but  it 
the  opinion  of  mv  father  and  Mr.  Luke,  reDC«,and  I  have  mys 
who  coincided  with  me  as  to  the  character     Laceration  of  the  vagina  and  of  the  ntnas 


the  opinion  of  my  father  and  Mr.  Luke,  reDC«,and  I  have  myself  never  i 

who  coincided  with  me  as  to  the  character  Laceration  of  the  vagina  and 

nfthediseiLie,— as  to  the  hazard  of  perform-  may  take  plaea,  but  of  these 

...  __.. 1 __j_  .  <c„g^  ^-  -<- 

nay  b 

gestation  to  arrive.     I  therefore  brought  may  take  place  in  its  neck,  and  slnngUiw 

—I   premature   labour   about   the  end  of  may  supervene.    TheM,  too,  sill  deaaM 

(en  mouths:  she  was  recriteil  into  the  distinct  Mosidcrallon. 


DIFFICULT  LABOUR. — INABILITY  TO  PASS  URINE.  439 

coMSVQVENCEs  OF  LABORiouB  LABOUR,  riom  and  watchftilness,  the  cold  clammy 

Bduttoiiim.  —  After   Kngering   labouw,  cxtt^mities,  the  quick,  weak,  trraiuloiis, 

whether  instruments  have  been  nsed  or  not,  »?<*  ^^^.  inf^lar  pulse,  will  sufficiently 

the  generality  of  women  recover  tolerably  characterise  this  s^te ;  while  the  purgings 

well ;  but  occasionally  very  bad  symptoms  ."»«  romiUngs,  and  aphthous  mouth,  will 

manifest  themselves,  the  consequence  of  indicate  the  extent  of  danger, 

depression  from    loss  of  power,  excite-  Sometimes,  the  parts,  rather  by  their 

ment,  or  injurious  pressure.  ^7^  *>«l'?^  P^^^"  ^^^  ^\"*^  ^^  ™®^' 

Sometimes  the  system  faUs  into  a  statcof  «?«>  ^i"  become  restored ;  ^e  symptoms 

exhaustion,fromwhichitnever rallies.  The  ^}}  firnidually  abate ;  the  different  organs 

symptoms  indicating  such  a  state  would  ge-  ^»5  "lo^lf  ^^^^  their  h«athy  funcUons ; 

nerally  be  observed  before  instruments  are  w>^  ^^  hovering  on  the  bnnk  of  destruc^ 

had  recourse  to :  under  it  the  mental  and  ^^^  ^^^  some  weeks ;  by  a  strong  effort  of 

bodily  powers  are  completely  worn  out;  ">«  constitution,  the  patient  wiU  unex- 

the  pulse  flags;  the  extremities  become  pectedly  mlly.    At  other  times  the  parte 

cold;  there  Ire  weariness  of  the  limbs,  will  slough,  and  various  will  be  Ae  extent 

vomiting,  sunken  features,  and  a  hoUow  of  the  destruction  produced.  Occasionally, 

eye;  niSbably  no  pain  is  complained  of,  ^he  bhidder,  rectum,  and  all  the  coate  of 

and  the  expression  of  the  face  is  sufficient  ^5«  ^a«>na»  wiU  become  gangrenous ;  the 

to    indicate    the    danger.      Stimulants,  "^««  caviUes  will  be  thrown  into  one ; 

nourishment,  cordial   medicines,   opium,  *"?,  »  ^«  patient  survive,  of  which  there 

and  »ther,  are  the  best  and  only  means  to  ^"\  »>e  little  chance,  most  miserable  m. 

restore  the  ebbing  vitality.  "•«**  ™'"^  °®  ^"®  remainder  of  her  life. 


laborious 

part  of  the  abdomen  and  pelvis,  often  go  . 

into  a  state  of  inflammation :  suppuration  8?««»  ^J^  supervene,  which  will  cease  on 

may  occur,  but  it  is  not  usual ;  Uie  inflam-  ">«  nesXmg  process  being  esteblished,  and 

nation  generally  terminates  in  resolution  *  cicatrix  wiU  be  formed,  which  may  im- 

or  sloughing.    This   state  is  known  by  pede  tiie  easy  passage  of  the  child  dunng 

shivering,  general  fever,  and  local  pain,—  »  subsequent  labour. 

by  a  quick  pulse,  white  tongue,  thirst,  .  Trealment.'-^Lii^e  can  be  done  by  medi- 

heat  and  dryness  of  skin,  want  of  tiie  cine  under  this  unfortunate  amdiUon.  Fhe 

secretion  of  milk,  and  suppressed  lochia,  V^^  ™ay  ^  !*'™f  °*®?i  ^^  tiie  strength 

and  there  is  pain  on  pressing  tiie  lower  ™"?^  ^e  sustained.    The  introduction  of 

part* 

oard, 


tiie  pain  is  more  general,  and  the  swelling  t^^nt  is  able  to  be  moved,  she  should  be 

less  circumscribed,  tiie  probability  is  that  ««nt  into  tiie  country :  a  change  from  the 

tiie  disease  is  more  diffused,  and  tiiere  is  a  close  atmosphere  of  town  to  a  more  healthy 

greater  chance  of  ite  terminating  in  slough-  f}^  »>as  often  given  a  fillip  to  the  consUtu- 

mg.   Itisnotimpossiblethatyoumaycon-  ^^n,  has  renovated  tiie  sinking  powers, 

IbSnd  tiiis  stete  with  puerperal  peritonitis ;  «"d  put  an  immediate  check  to  some  of 

but  it  is  of  tiie  utmost  moment  to  distin-  ^«  T®"*  symptoms,  especially  contmued 

guish  these  affections  from  each  other,  be-  pu^>^8- 

cause  the  same  depleting  means  are  neither  inabilitt  to  pass  urine. 

required  in  this  case,  nor  in  fact  will  they  ,..,...                        ^      ^i  i. 

be  borne  Inability  to  pass  unne  after  delireiy  is 

Suppuration  is  known  to  have  supmened  not  «n  infrequent  consequence  of  lingering 

by  occasional  rigon   occurring.-by  die  l»bo^-  '  ]*  an»c«  from  tumescence  of  the 

■harpneB8oftiie^experienced,-bytiie  Jf^j*  of  tiie  urethra  and  neck  of  the 

pulse  increasing  in  rapidity  and  falling  in  bladder,  or  perhaps  from  spasm  of  tiie 

power,— and  by  hectic.    The  tongue  be-  "P^**®'-     ^      .        ^         .,.  .     . 

comes  furred,  and  tiiere  is  purging  and  ^The  introduction  of  a  catheter  two  or 

sweating,  and  vomiting,  and  wasting  of  three  timoi  in  the  twenty-four  houre  is 

the  body  :    generally  tiie  symptoms  in-  necessary  in  eyeiy  case  where  the  bladder 

crease,  and  tiie  patient  dies;  tbiut  some-  does  not  void  ito  contents.    OccasionaUy, 

times  tiie  abscess   may   burst    into    the  ^b«»  Jon  have  been  obliged  to  use  the 

▼agina,  and  give  ahnost  immediate  relief.  catheter  for  this  purpose,  tiie  patient,  for 

^               °  two  or  three  days,  passes  her  water  tolen- 
DEEP  COLLAPSE.  bly  Well ;    and  after  that  time,  you  are 
A   state  of  deep  collapse  may  be  pro-  mortified  to  hear  that  it  comes  away  in- 
duced by  the  extensive   contusions  and  voluntarily.    Under  this  state,  after  a  fabu- 
subsequent    mortification.      The    entire  rious  labour,  you  may  always  suspect  that 
prostration  of  strength,  the  muttering  deli-  a  slough  has*  taken  i>lace  at  the  neck  r'' 
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■ustainingui  Independent  exiitence.   This  London  HoipiUl  ai  loon  u  wu  sUe;  tha 

iupposition,  in  fact,  ve  Snd  pmctlcaUy  tumor  «•■  remored,  and  she  cnjojed  ber 

verified  1  and  we  ibould,  Iberefore,  delay  former  heal tb.    Tbe  cbild  pmented  nitb 

~-ir  atleinpti  until  tbe  last  Aaj  whicb  wa  the  brc«ch ;  tbe  labour  wai  somewtutt  tin- 

, ^  ^.,,  ^. ._ 

Otber  states  of  disease,  in  whicb  tho 
mother's  life  is  placed  in  imminont  jeo- 
pardy,— proTided  ifaeie  is  good  reaaan  to 
■nppoM  her  danger  is  a^^iated  b;  tbe 
continaance  of  pTegna.acj,—mKj  wanant 
us  in  haTine  recourse  to  the  induction  of 
prematare  labour:  thus.  Dr.  Hamillon 
tells  us  hs  faai  twice  resorted  lo  tb«  ex- 
pedient, with  tha  TJew  of  pKaarring  tbe 
motheri  in  one  of  whicb  cases  dropsy  ia- 
dncedhini,  and  the  otber,  dea^r exhaustion 
and  depressed  tIIbI  powers.  For  such  ano- 
nudoos  cases,  however,  it  must  be  erident 
that  no  geneiml  rule  can  by  possibility  be 
laid  down.  It  would  be  right,  in  every 
Instance  where  premature  action  is  in. 
doced,  that  a  wet-nurvi  should  be  engajred 


A  rapture  of  the  Teasels  of  the  bead 

Otbet  drcamstances  may,  howerer,  call  may  occur  under  lingering  labour,  owing 

for  our  interference  in  the  manner  pro-  to  the  gnat  excitement  suflbred,  and  tbe 

posed,  besides  diminution  of  the  pelvic  excessive   action   consequent, — prodacing 

capacity;  lhu-i,  if  it  ibould  bare  occniTcd  convulsions   or  apoplexy.     These,   bow. 

tu  the  fame  woman,  in  a  number  of  sue  ever,  will  occupy  our  attention  hereafter, 

ccssive  pregnancies,  to  be  aware  oF  the  If  lite  woman    be    labouring   under  an 

death  of  her  infant  at  a  particolar  period  aneurism,  it  may  burst,  ur  Ae  awv  dla 

towards  the  close  of  testation, — about  the  Irom  a  discbarge  of  blood  from  the  lunga 

lerminatinn  of  (he  eighth  month,  for  in-  or  other  parts.    An  internal  abscess  pre- 

slance, — and  if  the  death  WBstobeattribnl-  vionsly  formed  may  also  burst  into  any  of 

ed  to  deficiency  of  nourishment,  or  any  the  cavities;  but  uis  must  necessarily  be 

other  cause  decidedly  referable  to  the  ma-  a  rare  case.    I  have  known  two  instances 

ternal  system,  it  would  become  a  matter  for  where  womep  under  labour  have  died  sud. 

coniiderationwhelherachanceofliremight  denty,  in  consequence  of  organic  disease 

not  be  aSbrdcd  to  her  future  infants  by  about  the  chest  i  in  one  a  large  collection 

the  induction  of  labour  before  the  usual  of  water  was  found  in  all    the  thoracic 

period  of  their  death.    In  suehacase,how.  carities.    The  heart's  action  was  impeded 

e'er,  it  would  be  nccessaiy  to  weigh  most  to  so  great  a  dtsree  that  tbe  btood  conld 

minutely   every    circnmstance   connected  not  be  propelled^ forward  in  proportion  as 

with  the  case,  and  all  the  peculiarities  at-  it  was  received,  and  tbe  organ  was  choked. 

tendant  on  it.    On  oiie  occasion   I  was  In  the  other,  disease  existed  in  tlie  mitral 

consulted  by  a   pc^naut   woman  fur   a  valve,  and  tbe  aperture  between  the  an- 

small   tumor  at   the  uppsr  part  of  the  ricle  and  renlricle  would  not  admit  tbe 

tbtgh,  which  was  evidentTy  of  a  malignant  point  of  the  little  finger, 

nature  ;  it  increased  so  rapidly,  thai  it  was  I  did  not  sec  either  of  these  cases  dut- 

clcar,  if  she  were  allowed  to  attain  ber  full  in  g  life,   but  I  was  present  at  the  put - 

period,  it  would  in  all  probability  have  ae.  marirm  examinations. 

Suired  such  a  magnitude  as  to  preclude  Ruptureortbebronchibasalsoaccasion. 

lepossibilitycf  extirpation.     I  requested  nally  happened,  but  il  is  a  very  rare  occur- 

tba  opinion  of  my  father  and  Hr.  Luke,  rence,  and  I  hare  myself  never  met  with  it. 

who  coincided  with  me  as  to  the  character  Laceration  of  the  vagina  and  of  the  uterus 

of  the  disease,— as  to  the  hazard  of  perfonn.  may  take  place,  but  of  these  I  shall  speak 

ingtheoperatinn  underpregnancy,— andas  more  at  length  in  tbe  proper  place.    Tba 

to  the  danger  of  allowing  the  fnll  term  of  bladder  may  burst  also,  or  inflammation 

gestation  to  arrive.     I  therefore  brought  may  take  place  in  its  neck,  and  slougbinc 

on   premature  labour   about   the  end  of  may  supervene.    These,  too,  nitl  demautt 

Kven  mouths;  she  was  received  into  tbe  distinct  oonsidcral ion. 
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COM8E0USNCB8  OF  LABOEXOut  L4B0CB.  liiiin  and  watchfiilness,  the  cold  clammy 
Sshaudwn.  —  After  lingering  labours,  exteemitieg,  the  quick,  weak,  trraiulons, 
whether  instnimentshafe  been  used  ornot,  "^  often  inwular  pulse,  will  sufficiently 
the  generaUty  of  women  recover  tolerably  charactense  this  state;  while  the  pumngs 
well ;  but  occawonaUy  reit  bad  symptoms  .*na  ▼omitings,  and  aphthous  mouth,  will 
manifest  themselves,  the  consequence  of  indicate  the  extent  of  danger, 
depression  from  loss  of  power,  excite-  Sometimes,  the  parts,  rather  by  their 
ment,  or  injurious  pressure.  ^^^  healing  powers  than  the  aid  of  medi- 

Sometimes  the  system  faUs  into  a  stateof  «?«» ^^  become  restored ;  ^e  symptoms 
exhaustion.&omwhichitneverrallie8.  The  ^Jj  8rr^«ally  abate;  the  different  organs 
symptoms  indicating  such  a  state  would  ge-  ^^^  slowly  regain  their  hwJthv  funcUons ; 
nerally  be  observed  before  instruments  are  •^^  ^^^  hovenng  on  the  brink  of  dcstruc^ 
had  recourse  to :  under  it  the  mental  and  ^^n  for  some  weeks ;  by  a  strong  effort  of 
bodily  powers  are  completely  worn  out;  ">«  constitution,  the  paUent  wiU  unex- 
the  pnfie  flags;  the  extremities  become  pectcdly  rally.  At  other  times  the  parts 
cold;  there  are  weariness  of  the  limbs,  will  slough,  and  various  will  be  the  extent 
vcMniting,  sunken  features,  and  a  hoUow  of  the  destruction  produced.  Occasionally, 
eye ;  probably  no  pain  is  comphiined  of,  the  bUdder,  rectum,  and  aU  the  coats  of 
and  the  expression  of  the  face  is  sufficient  ^«  ^afi^*".*.  will  become  gangrenous ;  the 
to  indicate  the  danger.  Stimulants,  **»"«  cavities  will  be  thrown  into  one ; 
nourishment,  cordial  medicines,  opium,  »^d  if  the  patient  survive,  of  which  tiiere 
and  SBtiier,  are  the  best  and  only  means  to  7"^  ^  ""*«  chance,  most  miserable  m- 
restore  the  ebbing  vitality.  ******  ™'"t  be  the  remainder  of  her  life. 

Inflammation  of'  the  pelvic  ©wrarfl.— After    At  oAers,  merely  a  portion  of  the  mucous 
laborious  Ubouf,  tile  viscera,  at  tiie  lower    membrane    of   the    vagina    wiU  slougb. 
part  of  tiie  abdomen  and  pelvis,  often  go    Constitutional  irritation,  jarious  m  de- 
into  a  state  of  inflammation :  suppuration    f^i  ^}11  "upcrvene,  which  will  cease  on 
may  occur,  but  it  is  not  usual ;  tiie  inflam-     the  healing  process  hems  estobhshed.  and 
mation  generally  terminates  in  resolution    »  cicatrix  wiU  be  formed,  which  may  im- 
or  sloughing.    This   state  is  known  by    pede  tiie  easy  passage  of  the  child  dunng 
shivering,  general  fever,  and  local  pain,—    a  subsequent  labour. 
by  a  quick  puUe,  white  tongue,  thirst,      .  ^rVwiim^nt.-Little  can  be  done  by  mcdi- 
beat  and  dryness  of  skin,  want  of  tiie    cme  under  this  unfortunate  wndilion.  The 
secretion  of  milk,  and  suppressed  lochia,    P*'^  may  be  fomented,  and  the  strength 
and  tiiere  is  pain  on  pressing  tiie  lower    ™«?t  ^  sustained.    The  introduction  of 
part  of  the  befiy.    If  the  uterus  feels  large,    »  P>f  *  ?f^  ^^n*,  soaked  in  tuiyentine  and 
b^,  and  painful,  most  likely  the  inflam-     *>?!»  ^J"  ^««°  recommended  to  facilitate  the 
mation  is  confined  to  that  viscus ;  but  if    wough's  separation.     As  soon  as  tiie  pa- 
the  pain  is  more  general,  and  the  swelling    tient  is  able  to  be  moved,  she  should  be 
less  drcumscribid,  tiie  probability  is  that    "f^t  into  tiie  country :   a  change  ft;om  the 
tiie  disease  is  more  diffused,  and  there  is  a    *!«««  atmosphere  of  town  to  a  more  healthy 
greater  chance  of  its  terminatingin  slough-    f.""  has  often  given  a  hllip  to  the  constitn- 
mg.   It  is  not  impossible  that  you  may  con-     ^®?'  "«»  renovated  tiie  sinking  powers, 
Ibnnd  tiiis  state  witii  puerperal  peritonitis ;     ^^  put  an  immediate  check  to  some  of 
but  it  is  of  tiie  utmost  moment  to  distin-     the  worst  symptoms,  especially  continued 
guish  these  affections  from  each  other,  be-     Pu^°S- 

cause  the  same  depleting  means  are  neither  inabilitt  to  pass  urine. 

required  in  this  case,  nor  in  fact  will  they        ,    . .,.  .        «.      ^  i.         . 

be  borne  Inability  to  pass  unne  after  deliveiy  is 

Suppunttion  is  known  to  have  supervened  ?<?  an  infrequent  consequence  of  lingering 

by  occasional  rigors   occurring,-by  tiie  !»»>«»•  *  }t  anses  from  turgescence  of  the 

ahanmessoftiie  pain  experienced, -by  tiie  Jf^]«  of  tiie  urethra  and  neck  of  the 

pnlse  increasing  in  rapiity  and  falling  in  bladder,  or  perhaps  from  spasm  of  the 

power,— and  by  hectic.    The  tongue  be-  "P^**?^-      ,    ,.        ^         .v  .     * 

comes  furred,  and  there  U  purging  and  The  introduction  of  a  catheter  two  or 

sweating,  and  vomiting,  and  wasting  of  three  tim«i  m  the  twen^four  houre  is 

the  body  :    generally  The  symptoms  in-  necessaij^  m  every  case  where  the  bladder 

crease,  ^d  tiie  patibnt  dies;   but  some-  does  not  void  ito  contents.    Occasionally, 

times  tiie  absceb   may   burst   into    the  "^^^  J^^  ^aj?  ^n  «Wiged  to  use  the 

vagina,  and  give  almost  immediate  relief.  catheter  for  this  purpose,  tiie  patient,  for 

^'    ^         °  two  or  three  days,  passes  her  water  tolera- 

DBEP  COLLAPSE.  bly  wcU ;    and  after  that  time,  you  are 

A  state  of  deep  collapse  may  be  pro-  mortified  to  hear  that  it  comes  awav  in- 

dnced  by  the  extensive   contusions  and  voluntarily.    Under  this  state,  after  a  labo- 

sabsequent    mortification.      The    entire  rious  labour,  you  may  always  suspect  thai 

prostration  of  strength,  the  muttering  deli-  a  slough  has  tiken  i»lacc  at  the  neck  of 
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the  bladder,  or  in  the  track  of  the  urethra,  ON    THE    MECHANISM    OF  THE 
especially  if  ^fre  be  a  foetid  <^wharge,  SOUNDS  OF  THE  HEART; 

and  most  particolarly  if  you  should  be  ' 

shewn  a  small  piece  of  what  the  nurse  will         bxim o  the  analysis  of  the  first 
call  skin,  that  has  passed;  this,  on  wash-  fart  of  a  memoir, 

ing,  will  be  found  to  be  a  jpart  of  the  neck  Bead  before  the  Academy  of  Scimea  of  Parte, 

of  the  bladder,  sphacelated  and  separated.  ^  3^2  Fei,ruary,  1834, 

Your  suspicions  may  be  confirmed  or  an- 
nulled by  simply  passing  a  catheter  into  Bt  M.  Magendie, 
the  bladder,  and  introducing  your  finger            Member  of  the  InstUote  of  FMoce,  Ac. 

into  the  yagina,  alon^  the  course  of  the  

urethra;   if  anv  portion  of  the  catheter 

can  be  felt  naked  through  the  vagina,  a  Laennec  was  the  first  who  paid  special 

slough  has  taken  place,  uid  the  treatment  attention  to  the  stady  of  the  parUcular 

must  be  reguhited  according  to  the  pnn.  ^^^js  of  the  heart,  in  the  discbargre  of 

ciples  to  be  laid  down  in  an  after  part  of  ^^  function  of  keeping  up  the  cireula- 

the  course.  tj^^       j^    j,j„j  ^^  ^^    indebted    for 

PRESSURE  ON  THE  NERTEs.  knowing",  that  during"  the  natural  per- 

Occasionally  thenerves  suffer;  thegreat  forraance  of   this    function,    the  heart 

sciatic,  which  lies  over  a  part  of  the  sacro-  c*"*^**  '®  ^  "^*™  *!  ®*^'*  *^' /,^  P"J**: 

iliac  synchondrosis,  is  especially  exposed  tions,     two     successive,     well-marked 

to  pressure, unless  there  be  a  large  cushion  sounds,  called,  by  reason  of  their  parti- 

of  fat  in  the  pelvic  cavity.    Pressure  on  cular  physical  characters,  the  dull  t&und 

this  nerve,  under  labour,  produces  great  and  clear  sound.    But  neither  the  mode 

pain,  numbness,  and  cramps,  and  some-  in  which  the  production  of  these  sounds 

times  a  partially  paralytic  state  after  de-  jg  explained  by  him,  nor  the  explana. 

livery.    Nerves  in  themselves  do  not  pos-  ^[^^^  gj^gn  of  it  since  bis  time,  are,  or 

sess   much    restorative  power,   altbough  ought  to    be,  admitted.    According  to 

usually  tiiey  regain  their  hejUUiy  »tate  after  La^„„ec,  the  dull  sound  is  producefl  by 

labour.     I  never  knew   an    ins^ce  m  ^     contraction  of  the  venfecles  at  thi 

which  permanent  paralysis  existed  as  a  .  \  ^vuwiivMuii  "*  ^-"^  t^«m*v.^o  y  »«^ 

consequence  of  injury   done  to  a  nerve  ^n^^ant  that  the   blood  is  sent  into  the 

under  labour,  though  I  have  known  pain,  aorta  and   pulmonary  artery,  the  clear 

numbness,  and  inability  to  move,  continue  sound   depending  on  the  contraction  of 

Ibr  many  weeks.  the  auricles :  the  source  of  both  the  one 

and  the  other  to  be  referred  to  the  sono- 

TUMOR  ON  THE  FCETAL  SCALP.  ^^^  vibratious,  developed  in  the  muscu. 

When  a  child  is  bom  after  lingering  lar  fibres  of  the  heart,  at  the  instant 

labour,  the  head  having  been  considerably  when  they  contract, 
compressed,  we  shaU  usually  find  a  cir-        But  to  this  explanation  it  may  in  gc- 

cumscribed  tumor  in  the  scalp,  at  the  ver-  j^^^i  ^  objected;  1st,  that  it  is  founded 

tex,  or  rether  on  one  side,  of  which  I  have  «^  ^«^.,«#:1>«„  jl«™«  a.««.  *\*^  *iw^^  .«i«i 

before  siK)ken.     Such  a  sweUing  has  been  ^f  deductions  drawn  from  the  t^me  and 

often  supposed  to  contain  fluid,  ind  I  have  R^*^f  ""^^^  ««f  ^  ^^  ^^^^  *«"V^,^  P^^"' 
known  it  proposed  to  be  punctured,  liar  to  tiie  heart  are  more  especially  pro- 
though  I  never  saw  the  practice  carried  duced,  and  not  on  direct  observations ; 
into  effect  There  is  a  feeling  of  subdued  ^9  that  the  production  of  the  sound  bj 
fluctuation  in  the  tumor;  but  it  is  not  a  the  contraction  of  the  muscular  fibres  of 
morbid  growth ;  it  proceeds  entirely  from  tbe  heart,  is  a  supposition  quite  gpratui- 
the  collapse  of  the  bones,  owing  to  the  tous;  3d,  that  even  admitting  it,  we  can- 
compression  which  they  have  suffered,  not  understand  how  the  ventricles  of  tbe 
Graerally  speaking,  these  cases  do  veiy  heart,  distinct  in  tiicir  situation  and  dif- 
well ;  tiiere  is  no  fluid  present,  or  merely  ferent  in  their  structure,  should  movecon- 
a  small  quantity  in  the  wsUular  texture,  ^^^^i  ^^  g^^jj  harmony  as  never  to 
that  does  not  require  to  be  let  out  by  an  ««^„l«  v.,*  ^««  „:««.i^  »«..«^  .  a*\,  ««: 
operation.  As^e  child  grows,  and  the  P«>duce  but  one  single  sound  ;  4th,  neu 
bmin  becomes  developed,''the  bones  in  a  t^er  can  we  understand  how,  m  certain 
few  days  acquire  their  natural  position,  tiie  f  *»«»»  *?,?*«  sounds  cease  altogeUier.  the 
head  its  proper  shape,  and  the  tumor  dis.  beart  still  continuing  to  act  and  to  keep 
appears.  It  is  only  necessary  to  apply  an  up  the  circulation  ;  whence  it  would  fol- 
evaporating  lotion  to  the  part, — ^more,per-  low  that  there  are  sonorous  contractions, 
haps,  for  the  sake  of  satisfying  the  motner,  and  others  that  are  not  so,  &c. 
than  for  any  decided  advantage  likely  to  Professor  Turner,  in  a  paper  inserted 
be  derived  from  it  in  the  third  volume  of  tbe  Transactions  of 

^—  the  Medico-Cbinirgical  Society  of  Ed  in- 
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burig^hy  bas  particularly  objected,  tbat  dogs  and  borses;   and  every  time  tbe 

tbe  clear  sound  cannot  be  attributed  to  beart  was  exposed  and  insulated,  tbe 

tbe  cause  assigned  by  Laennec,  seeing  sound  entirely  ceased, 

tbat  tbe  yenous  pulse  of  the  jugulars,  "  Second  Experiment. •^Ab  mammife- 

wbich   depends  in  a  great  measure  on  rous  animals  survive  only  a  short  time 

tbe  contraction  of  tbe  auricles,  presents  after  removing  tbe  anterior  part  of  tbe 

no  coincidence  with  this  sound ;  which,  thorax,  and  the  celerity  with  which  the 

bowever,  should  happen,  if  they  had  the  observation  should  be  made  may  give 

aame  origin.     But  ne  does  not  himself  rise  to  error,  J  wished  to  repeat  tbe  ex- 

offer  any  explanation  of  tbe  phenome-  periments  on  birds,  where  tbe  sounds  of 

son,  declaring  tbat  be  knows  none.  the  beart  are  well  developed,  and  in 

In  1830  and  1831,  Dr.  Hope,  relying  whom  it  is  possible  entirely  to  remove  tbe 
on  numerous  experiments,  still  furUier  sternum  without  immediately  destroying 
objected,  1st,  tbat  the  contraction  of  the  life.  When  instituted  on  geese,  the  expe- 
auricles  precedes  tbe  doll  sound  of  the  riment  yielded  me  tbe  same  results. 
beart;  2d,  tbat  this  contraction  is  not  ^*  Thus  I  at  first  attained  the  certainty 
accompanied  by  any  sound ;  3d,  tbat  tbe  that  the  sounds  of  the  beart  are  not  de- 
clear  sound  of  tbe  neart  coincides  with  *  veloped  in  tbe  organ  itself— tbat  is  to 
tbe  dilatation  of  its  ventricles :  and,  sub-  say,  tbat  they  do  not  arise  from  the  re- 
stituting  another  explanation  for  that  of  spective  play  of  its  different  cavities,  no 
Laennec,  be  refers  the  two  sounds  of  more  than  from  the  action  of  the  heart 
tbe  beart  to  the  sudden  displacement  on  tbe  blood,  or  of  the  blood  on  tbe 
wbicb  tbe  blood  undergoes,  either  in  en-  beart." 

tering  the  ventricles,  or  in  its  exit  from  This  point  settled,  the  question  is  to 

them.     But  this  explanation,  devoid  of  discover  the  true  origin  of  this  pheno- 

proofs,  is  itself  exposed  to  the  strongest  mena. 

objections.  Likewise,  since  Dr.  Hope's  '*  Third  Experiment,  — >  I  had  the 
work,  other  explanations  have  been  pro-  idea,"  continues  M.  Magendie,  *'  that 
posed.  Sometimes  tbe  sounds  have  been  tbe  sounds  of  the  heart  might  be  pro- 
attributed  to  tbe  shock  of  the  blood  duced  by  the  well-known  beating  of 
against  tbe  parietes  of  the  ventricles  at  this  organ  against  tbe  parietes  oi  the 
tbe  moment  of  their  dilatation.  Some-  chest ;  and  I  saw  iit>  physical  reason 
times  they  have  been  made  to  depend  on  which  could  make  me  reject  this  idea. 
tbe  shaking  of  tbe  aorta  and  pulmonary  On  tbe  contrary,  J  could  not  understand 
artery,  under  tbe  influence  or  the  blood  how  a  shock  on  an  elastic  envelope,  such 
driven  forwards  by  the  ventricles.  More  as  the  thorax  is,  should  not  be  sonorous. 
recently,  M.  Rouannet,  in  his  inaugural  To  verify  my  conjecture,  having  laid 
dissertation  presented  to  tbe  faculty  of  bare  tbe  heart  in  several  livin^^  animids, 
Paris,  endeavoured  to  prove,  by  a  series  I  exposed  sonorous  bodies  to  its  impulse 
ofarguments  and  some  experiments,  that  during  the  systole  of -the  ventricles. 
these  sounds  are  9wing,  the  one  to  the  Every  time  these  shocks  produced  dis- 
sbock  ^ven  by  tbe  blood  on  the  tricuspid  tinct,  and  sometimes  very  intense  sounds, 
and  mitral  valves,  the  other  to  tbe  shock  which  varied  also  according  to  the  na- 
of  tbe  blood  on  tbe  sigmoid  valves  of  the  ture  of  the  body  tbat  was  struck. 
aorta  and  pulmonary  artery.  "  Fourth  Experiment, — I  raised,  with 

In  this  question,  the  first  point,  as  we  tbe  greatest  care,  the  sternum  of  a  goose ; 
see,  is  to  examine  whether  tne  sounds  of  immediately  the  sounds  of  tbe  heart 
tbe  beart  are  developed  in  the  organ  it-  ceased,  as  I  already  stated :  then  I  re- 
self,  as  was  supposed  by  all  tbe  physi-  placed  the  bone  in  its  natural  position ; 
cians  who  endeavoured  to  discover  tneir  and  immediately  tbe  sounds  recom- 
origin,  or  whether  they  have  any  other  menced,  such  as  they  were  before  the 
cause.  "  It  is  with  this  view,"  says  M.  experiment  By  raising  and  replacing 
Magendie,  *'  that  I  first  instituted  the  tbe  bone,  I  could  easi^  suspend  and 
following  experiments : —  produce  the  sounds. 

"  Pint  Experiment, — I    listened   to  "  With  these  experiments  the  follow- 

tbe  heart,  when  exposed  in  a  living  ani-  ing  facts  are  connected  : — 

mal,  still  keeping  up,  by  its  alternate  **  1st.  In  certain  animals  whose  chest 

movements,  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  is  spacious,    and  the  membranous  at- 

Tbe  experiment  first  made,  and  several  tachments   of  the  heart    flexible,     as 

timearepeatedon  small  animals,  wasafler-  happens  in   that  species  of  dog  called 

wards  made  on  larger  animals,  such  as  tbe  Spanish  pointer j  it  is  suflicient  to 
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make  tbem  lie  on  the  back,  and  thereby  of  the  heart  on  the  thorax,  the  one  at  the 
separate  the  heart  from  the  thoracic  pa-  instant  of  the  contraction  of  the  rentri- 
rietes ;  when  the  sound  ceases  forthwith,  cles,  the  other  at  the  moment  of  their 
recommencingr  agrain  when  the  animal  diiatation,it  was  proved  to  me  by  aeon- 
resumes  his  ordinary  position.  siderable  number  of  direct  observations 

'*  2d.  Air  or  water  introduced  into  the  made  on  living^  animals.    It  is  also  easy 

chest  by  pushing  back  the  heart  towards  to  verify  it  in  man,  in  certain  cases  of 

the  vertebral  column  ^ve  the  same  re-  hypertrophy  of  the  ventricles ;  for  if  two 

suits,  so  that  the  animal  subjected  to  stethoscopes  be  placed  simultaneously  on 

this  experiment  presents  no  sounds  of  the  chest,  the  one  opposite  the  apex  of 

the  heart,  though  that  organ  contracted  the  organ,  the  other  on  the  lower  and 

regularly.  lefl  part  of  the  sternum,  with  a  little  at- 

**  3rd.  Even  in  man,  when  there  ex-  tention  we  distinctly  perceive  the  two 

ists  any  mechanical  obstacle  interposed  instruments  violently  raised  at  a  very 

between  the  heart  and  the  thorax,  the  short  interval,  and  perfectly  isochronous 

sound  of  the  heart  ceases  in  the  same  with  each  of  the  sounds  of' the  heart, 

way.  "  To  sum  up ;  here,  then,  if  I  am  not 

"  Thus  I  acquired,  in  die  second  place,  mistaken,  is  the  true  mechanism  of  the 

a  certainty,  that  the  sounds  of  the  heart  normal  sounds  of  the  heart : — 

were  produced,  conformably  to  what  I  "In  contracting,  and  for  causes  long 

had  conjectured,  by  the  shocks  of  this  since  known,  the  ventricles  throw  the 

organ  against  the  parietes  of  die  chest"  apex  of  the  heart  against  the  leA  lateral 

This  point  being  settled,  it  still  re-  part  of  the  Uiorax,  and  thus  produce  the 

mains  to  find  the  cause  of  the  difference  nrst  sound,  i.  e.  the  dull  sound, 

of  the  two  sounds.  "  In  dilating,  in  a  great  measure,  un^ 

"  Fifth  Experiment — I  introduced  a  der  the  influence  of  the  rapid  (bnuque) 

slip  of  metal,  thin  and  flat,  into  the  influx  of  the  blood,  the  neart  gives  a 

thorax  of  a  dog,  so  as  to  prevent  the  shock  to  the    anterior   paries   on   the 

shock  of  the  apex  of  the  heart  against  right  of  the  thorax,  and  thus  produces 

the  thoracic  parietes ;  immediate^  the  the  second  sound,  the  clear  sound. 

dull  sound  ceased.     The  eflbrts  of  the  *'  This  explanation,  conformable  to 

heart  on  the  metal  plate  were  percepti-  the  general  laws  of  acoustics,  and  which 

bly  violent,  and  if  I  ceased  for  a  moment  will  henceforward,  I  trust,  form  a  new 

to  press  on  the  heart,  the  sound  recom-  point  of  contact  between  medicine  and 

menced,  the  apex  of  the  organ  striking  physics,  is  so  simnle  and  so  natural, 

against  the  parietes  of  the  Uiorax.  that  one  might  ask  now  it  did  not  come 

**  Air  or  water  injected  into  the  lefl  into  the  mind  of  physiologists  at  first, 

pleura,  so  as  to  keep  the  heart  at  a  dis-  did  we  not  know  that  in  the  sciences,  as 

tance    from    the    wall  of  the  thorax,  in  other  matters,  simplicity  and  truth 

yielded  me  a  similar  result.  very  rarely  present  tnemselves  in  the 

'*  Sixth  Experiment, — The  same  metal  first  instance  to  our  imagination." 

plate  being  laid  on  the  anterior  surface  But  because,  if  this  explanation  is  the 

of  the  right  ventricle,  so  as  to  keep  it  at  true  one,  it  ought  to  account  for  all  the 

a  certain  distance  from  the  sternum,  the  particular  circumstances  connected  with 

clear  sound  ceased  immediately,  to  com-  each  of  the  sounds  of  the  heart,  M. 

mence  again  the  moment  the  plate  was  Magendie  will  examine  this  question  in 

withdrawn.    Thus  I  again  attained  the  the  second  part  of  his  memoir  *. 

certainty,  that  the  dull  sound  of  the      

heart  is  evidently  the  result  of  the  shock  ! 

of  the  apex  of  this  organ  against  the  PERMANENT  RETRACTION  OP 

chest;  a  shock  which  hasbeen  designated  THE  FINQ£RS 

for  time  immemorial,  by  the  excellent  ..                                     „    ' 

name  ofpuUntiofi  of  the  heart  (battement  ^^  '"^^^^  DBScaiBED  bt  M.  Ddputtrbn. 

du  cceurjf  and  that  the  clear  sound  is  ~~*~* 

caused  by  the  shock  of  the  anterior  sur-  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 

face  of  the  right  ventricle  against  the 

posterior  surface  of  the  sternum,  and  the  ^'^' 

neighbouring  parts  of  the  thorax  on  the  If  the  following  observations  should  be 

right  side,  at  the  moment  of  the  dilata-  considered  sufficiently  important,  I  shall 

tion  of  the  ventricles.  >  t»f»  >u..  i ,^.  ,    ■  — ^  ■,  ,,    , 

M  \v:*k  .^<..%««*  4^   .1  *     J      1.1        1      1  •  LMnsUtau  Journal  Geii^Ml  det  Soclrtet,  &c. 

Wltn  respect  to  this  double   shock  Feb.  IKM)  and  Dublin  Journal. 
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feci  obliged  by  tbeir  insertion  in  an  cross  bands,  tyinf^,  as  it  were,  the  pro- 
early  number  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  cesses  together.    Slitting  into  tendinous 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c.  columns,  it  is  inserted  into  the  thecce  of 
John  Windsor,  the  fingers,  and  bases  of  the  phalanges. 
One  of  the  Svryeont  to  lbs  ^  One  or  more  of  these  tendinous  co- 
MftBcherter  Eye  loaUtutlon,  &c.  lamns  of  the  aponeurosis  palmaris  some- 
Mn cbcster,  times  becomes  contracted  and  th ickened ; 
If  v  29,  itAi.  most  ^nerally  one  only  is  affected,  but 

sometimes  more,  and  proportionably  so 
The  history  of  surgical  operations  and  many  fingers  are  bent  into  the  palm  of 
inventions,  by  which  human  afflictions  the  hand.  The  treatment  is  easy  and 
may  be  cured  or  alleyiated,^  is  a  subject  efficacious ;  it  consists  in  cutting  through 
not  only  highly  interesting  in  itself,  as  the  aponeurosis  with  a  common  knife, 
tending  to  shew  the  gradual  improve-  In  performing  the  operation,  carefully 
ments  ni  our  art,  but  is  also  satisfactor;^,  dissect  through,  fibre  by  fibre,  the  apo- 
in  ascribing  to  different  persons  their  neurosis,  in  order  to  avoid  the  blood- 
respective  merits  in  co-operating  towards  vessels  and  nerves  underneath;  the 
iu  perfection.  finger,  or  fingers,  may  be  kept  extended 
^  I  am  induced  to  make  these  observa-  aflerwards  by  a  spliut,  for  the  flexor 
tions  by  having  read  over  the  first  of  muscle  has  m  some  degree  become 
Baron  Dupuytren's  clinical  lectures  on  shortened,  and  without  this  the  disease 
surgery — on  Permanent  Retraction  of  the  might  be  reproduced. 
Fins^rs,  and  again  the  recapitulating  re-  "  It  may  be  dittingtusked  from  a  con- 
marks  at  the  completion  ofthe  course.  tracted  state  of  the  flexor  muscles,  by 
In  the  latter  occur  the  following  all  the  fingers  being  then  generally 
words:— "Nous  avons  debute  parune  drawn  into  the  hand;  or  if  one  only, 
cirronstauce  heureuse,  par  un  memoire  there  is  not  the  same  starting  into  tne 
sur  un  sujet  tout  neuf;   la  retraction  palm  of  the  hand,  when  the  finger  is 

Sermanente  des  doigts  est  une  affection,  stretched,  as  there  is  in  a  contracted 
ont  la  cause  avait  ete  iusqu'alors  in-  state  of  the  tendinous  processes  of  the 
connue,  et  la  nature  au  dessns  des  res-  aponeurosis  palmaris;^ the  latter  feels 
sources  de  Tart:  Petude  de  Panatomie  IJi^e  a  very  hard  cord,  raising  the  skin, 
pathologique  a  revele,  a  M.  Dupuytren,  but  the  flexors  are  too  hard  to  start  thus, 
uii  traitement  efficace.  On  a  cherche  and  are  ako  bound  down  by  the  ligar 
dcmierement  a  ravir  cctte  decouverte  a  mentum  annulare." 
noire  profession,  en  Tattribuant  a  Sir  A.  Having  no  motive  but  the  cause  of 
Cooper,"  (Hcc.  truth  in  penning  the  above,  I  hope  it 
Tne  following  extract  from  my  notes  will  not  De  ascribed  to  any  iiivioious 
of  the  anatomical  lectures  delivered  by  feeling ;  as  I  entertain  no  other  senti- 
the  Messrs.  Cline  and  Astley  Cooper,  at  ment  towards  the  Baron  Dupujrtren  but 
St  Thomas's  Hosjjital,  will  shew,  I  be-  that  of  admiration  and  respect  for  his 
lieve,  that  the  merit  of  having  Jirst  de-  talents  and  character— a  character  re- 
monstrated the  true  knowledge  of  this  quiring  no  borrowed  merit,  or  misre- 
affcction  is  not  at  least  to  be  ascribed  to  presentation,  for  its  rise  and  support, 
the  justly  celebrated  French  surgeon. 

The  following  notes  were  made  from  a    ■  — ~^ 

lecture,  delivered  by  the  late  ingenious 

and  excellent  surgeon,   Henry   Cline,  OXYGENATION  OF  THE  BLOOD. 

jun.,  on  the  8th   of  November,   1808;  

many  years,  as  far  as  I  can  gather  from 

the  Baron's  lecture  (p.  2  to  24),  before  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 

he  became  informed  of  its  true  nature. 

"  The  aponeurosis  palmaris  is  found  Sib, 

just  under  the  skin  and  fat  ofthe  hand  ;  Should  the  following  observations  be 

like  the  aponeurosis  pedis,  it  defends  worthy   of  a  place  in  the  Medical  Ga- 

from  prt»sure;  it  is  alUched  at  its  up-  zette,  I  shall  feel  obliged  by  their  m- 

pcr  part  to  the  ligamentum  annulare  sertion. 

carpi ;  it  is  narrow  at  its  origin,  then  Your  obedient  servant, 

spreads  itself  out  amongst  the  cellular  Geo.  Phillips,  Surgeon. 

membrane    of     the     palm,      and      dips  HaTcrford  Wet t,  Prmbrokeihlre, 

amongst  the  muscles;    it  has   several  June  lO,  ib34. 
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Does  the  blood  absorb  oxygen  in  its  ba^e  no  such  evidence.     Dr.  Deweea, 

passage  through  the  lungs  F  the  American  writer  on  midwifery,  states 

it  to  be  bis  invariable  practice  to  tie  the 

It  appears  to  be  a  matter  not  at  all  fotal  end  only  of  tbe  umbilical  coitl: 

yet  decided  by  physioloffists,  whether  he  gays,  not  only  does  no  bsemorrhai^ 

the    blood,    in    its  passage    from   the  engug  more  than  of  the  blood  contained 

venous  to  the  arterial  stete,  does  or  does  ]„   the  foetal  portion  of  the  placenU, 

not    absorb  oxygen;    some  laying  it  but  that  the  uterus  contracts,  and  the 

down  as  their  opinion,  that  the  oxyaren  placenta  is  expelled  more  readily  than 

of  the  atmosphere  exerts  merely  a  che-  ^hen  both  ends  are  secured,     l^ow,  if 

mical  agency,  and  produces  the  chanjre  blood  be  transmitted  from  the  uterine 

from  venous  blood  to  arterial,  by  its  arteries  to  the  fceUl  portion  of  the  pla- 

afhnity  for  carbon  alone,  whereby  car-  centa,  surely,  under  such  circumstances, 

borne  acid  IS  formed;  others  contend-  hemorrhage  most  fatal  to  the  mother 

iiig  (and  I  think  more  justly)  that  al-  must  be  Sie   invariable  result.    Then 

though    unquestionably     part   of    the  how  does  the  fcetal  blood  undergo  that 

oxygen  becomes  expended  in  this  way,  change  which  the  economy  of  the  fatus 

yet  another  portion  is  earned  into  the  requires?— it  must  be  by  the  placenU 

circulation,    mixed    with    the    arterial  producing  the  same  change*in  the  state 

blood.    On  an  analysis  of  the  matter  of  the  blood  as  the  lungs  do  in  that 

expired,  we  find  carbonic  acid,  azote,  of  an  animal  which  has  once  breathed, 

a  DorUon  of  undecomposed  air,  and  a  There  exists  a  great  analogy  between 

little  aqueous  vapour.      No  argument  the  lungs  and  placento;  the  blood  is 

can  be  raised  on  this  analysis,  to  affect  conveyed  from  the  system  to  the  lungs 

the  theory  in  the  slightest  manner ;  and  by  the  pulmonary  artery,  to  the  placenta 

I  imagine  a  little  attention  to  the  foetal  by  the  hypogastric ;  it  is  brouglit  back 

circulation  will  set  the  matter  almost  to  the  heart  by  the  pulmonary  veins, 

beyond  dispute.  in  the  fcetus  by  the  umbilical :  there  are 

According  to  my  idea,  there  can  be  no  cells  in  the  placenta  which  will  bear 

question  that  the  fetus  is  nourished  by  somewhat  of  an  analogy  to  the  air-cells 

its  own  blood,  which  is  formed  m  due  of  the  lungs,  yet  with  thU  similarity 

proportion   to    the    other   parts  of  iU  of  structure,  how  could  the  change  take 

economy ;   or  at  least  if  there  be  any  place,  unless  oxygen  were  absorbed  by 

transmission  of  blood  from  the  uterine  the  arterial  blood  ?    The  parts  which 


once  been  endowed  with  life.     It  has  through  fat,  muscle,  bone,  just  as  in  the 

been  proved  repeatedly  b^-  exnenments,  child  after  birth.     How,  then,  can  it 

that  an  injection  thrown  into  the  utenne  gret  rid  of  the  carbonaceous  matter  con- 

ftrtenes  will  pass  only  into  the  artenes  tracted  during  its  passage  through  these 

of  the  maternal  partof  the  nlacenta,  and  bodies,  unless  by  meaus  of  the  oxygen 

injections    from    the    cord   will  affect  carried  into  the  circulation  by  the  ar- 

merely  the  foetal  portion ;  yet  I  do  not  terial  blood  of  the  mother  ? 
think  these    expenments   sufficient  to 

prove  that  no  blood  is  transmitted  from     "" 

i.Tecr  S:  "vSns  b^^nrfluW  ^th^otj  TREATMENT  OF  ERYSIPELAS 

into  the  arteries ;  yet  there  can  be  no  ^^  INCISION, 

doubt  that  blood  is  transmitted.     The  

fact  that  on  a  vein  of  the  airo  being  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

opened,  and  a  ligature  drawn  sufficiently 

tight  above,  to  stop  the  pulsation  of  the  ^^^9 

artery,    that   vein    will  soon  cease  to  As  my  claims  to  originality    in    the 

bleed -—that  on  a  free  opening  being  treatment  of  erysipelatous  inflammation 

made  into  a  vein  of  any  magnitude,  the  by  incision  have  been  called  in  question, 

blood  will  continue  to  flow  until  syncope  and  as  it  is  a  practice  so  uniformly  sue- 

(a  state  in  which  the  action  of  the  heart  cessful,  whenever  it  has  been  bad  re- 

and  arteries^  become  almost  suspended)  course  to  in  proper  time,  and  according 

supervene— justify   such  a  conclusion ;  to  the  directions  prescribed  in  my  origi- 

but  in  the  circulation  of  the  foetus  we  nal  paper,  I  shall  feel  obliged  by  your 
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inserting  the  subjoined  article  in  your    cedentlj  to  1814,  at  the  Royal  Naval 

next  number.  Hospital  at  Deal,  as  my  assistants,  and 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  the  numerous  medical  officers  of  the 

Your  TeiT  humble  servant,  navy  then  attached  to  the  Scheldt  fleet 

A.  Copland  Hutchison.        and  Downs  station,  can  testify. 

Mr.  Lawrence's  error  has  done  me 

believe  he  could  not  have  intended ;  and 

In  the  fourteenth  volume  of  the  Me-  j*  »  ««Jj  n?;r  »^  ^^^^  ^^^.7"it  ^f  ^ 

dico.Chirur«cal  Transactions  of  Lon-  »>*^«  «*^  ^;t*>  *»«°«J  PP<^«  t^«^  tjere 

don,  page  77,  in  adverting  to  the  treat.  "^  «>%  0^^™^  professional  brethren 

ment  oT  erysipelas   by   incision,    Mr.  ^^<^  ^^^r  do  acknowledge  me  to  be 

Lawrence  siysl-"  Although  this  prac  *]»«  author  of  this  mode  of  treatment, 

tice  has  been  probablv  acTopted  hereto-  A"o°8r  that  number,  I  am  gratified  to 

fore,  being  incidentally  alluded  to  by  P^^^^J.^    that   the    distinguished  Sur- 

O'HaUoran*  and  Pottf,  and  more  di-  geon-Geueral  to  the  forces  m  Ireland, 

recUy  mentioned  by  VogelJ,  we  are  in-  ^O"?*"    personally    unknown    to    me 

debt^  for  iu  recent  introduction  into  ">«»».'"  ^Be  true  spirit  of  liberality  and 


nied  to  me*." 


Transactions  of  this  Society,  and  subse-  niea  lo  me  .                        ,    .     .  , . 

quenUy  re-published,   in  a    somewhat  ^^  "  f^^f  7»[^>n  the  last  eighteen 

enlarged  fora,  in  his  Practical  Obser-  ™«°tb3  that  I  have  been  able  to  see 

ratioSs  in  Surgery,  second  edition."  J^^Sf^  w^l'V. ««  *«  ^  **tisfy  myself  of 

If  this  be  not  a  direct  attempt,  on  the  the  facte  of  the  case  as  they  are  here 

part  of  Mr.  Lawrence,  to  take  from  me  stated  and  to  allow  time  for  Mr.  Law- 

the  merit  of  having  been  the  first  who  "^"f  to  correct  the  eiror  himself,  which, 

ever  iuageUed  and  practised  such  treaU  «"  ^'^.f  P«™*«  occasions,  when  I  men- 

ment  in  that  disease,  I  must  be  equally  tioned  the  statement  to  him,  he  promised 

unacquainted  with    the  force    of  Ian-  to  do,-otherwise  this  correction  of  Mr. 

gua«,  or  of  its  tendency.  5^i'''"Tk                "             ^^"^  ^  "^"^ 

Upon  a  reference,  however,  to  the  two  ^eiayea  Dy  me. 

first  authorities  ouoted,  the  reader  will     

not  find   one  syllable  on  the  subject,  •  Mr.  Grampton*i  words  are  :— 

unless    Mr.  Lawrence    means    to   apply  "  The  luccessful  maoagement  of  this  diacase  I 

the  term  erysipelas  to  gangrene  and  iw)k  upon  to  be  the  greaieat  triumph  of  modern 

.«*.    w^.MMM.   «^.jom|#^<iH>    .v    Ko  B*  anrgery.    Yoa  all  know  hovr  mach  atresa  I  have 

Spnacelns  ;   and    as    to  tbe  more   direct  ever  laid  on  the  necesalty  of  early  and  Tlgorons 

mention  of  the  treatment  in  "  VogePs  meaaurca  in  thetreatment  of  thla  affection  j  and  I 

iT....^k..»k  "  1...  «:il  A^A  "Ryr-   T    A^iiallv  tmatthat  the  preaent  cane  will  add  one  more  to 

Handbuch,    he  will  find  Mr.  L.  equally  ^^^  „^„y  .acciaafnl  caaea  which  we  hare  had  of 

unfortunate;    for    the    identical    edition  thia  dlaeaae  alnce  our  seaalon  haa  commenced. 

referred  to  (and  now  in  the  library  of  ilff "l.^llj!"*  ft*  *»**T  *"  **>*  ^•JJl*^"°'«»l  ^ 

.m-n        iViii             e  a                \  wlthphlegmonolderyalpelaaof  the  knee  and  thigh 

the    Koyai    t/Olleffe   of    aurgeons)    was  from  a  wound;  the  man  with  a  aimllar  affection 

published    so    lately    as    1820,    whereas  ofthefore-arm,froma  wound  on  the  elbow }  the 

*»».    <x^.*:«.«l    •%..%«.    ..r»«    n..ki;okA<1     In  woman  with  eryelpelaa  of  the  fore-arm  and  arm, 

™/,  onginal  paper  was  nublished,  in  ^^^  .  ^^^g^^  contnaed  wound  of  the  elbow,  on 

1814,  m  the  5th  volume  of  the  Transac-  whom  I  operated  laat  week,  and  whom  yon  aaw 

tions    before    adverted    to,   after    I  had  tbia  morning  among  the  externea  newly  well,  are 

. .      1  ^1        ,          g,  .        *        ^  V     •      •  *U  cases  of  the  aucceaaftil  treatment  of  thia  dia- 

practised  the  plan  of  treatment  by  inci-  ease. 

sions    for  upwards  of  five    years    ante-  *' it  affords  me  crfataaUsDacUon  in  having  an  op- 

'^                                "^  portunlty  of  rendering  that  Justice  to  Mr.  Copland 

— — — — ^— ^— -^— ^^— — — —  Huichlton  which  acme  of  hla  own  countrymen 

«•  •  n  _  t^^ft*.    *i  ^ -.    n ..J  &.>»..  have  denied  to  him.     To  him  we  are  en^/utiveiy 

I      ?iS3P****  Treatise  on  Gangrene  and  Spha-  ,„  jebted  for  this  great  improvement  in  the  treat- 

.?5*«l    L     tfo^     ir  •   ■        nn  ment  of  eryulpclas.  Like  all  great  improvementa, 

..  1  JL      ■'  '    u*         A     iP;  i?\  I-  ..  - i-  '*  ^*»  »'  *"t  «e'  »>y  •  *len»*l  of  **•  nUllty,  and 

?  '*«««;»*•  "**.**^5?*?'Ji'*°Tl!'.«*  then  by  attribuUng  It  to  aomebody  elaei   but 

•n^ip^  Indalons  Into  the  part  «re  more  effl-  ,  ^ave  ho  hesltaUon  in  thua  publicly  offering  my 

c«cioua  than  anj  other  meaanre.  In  glTlng  lasue  acknowledgments  to  him  fbr  one   of  the  most 

to  stagnant  fluids,  and  *«  "Peraing  the  mischief,  ^^loable  Improvementa  which  have  been  made  In 

AUendon  oogbt  to  be  paid,  at  the  same  Ume.  to  ^^e  practice  of  aurgery  within  oar  Ume«."-Af erf. 

the  acate  of  the  Juices ,  and  an  table  irternal  re-  andSmr,  JourfuU,  April  1834. 

nediea  ought  not  to  be  neglected.    In  this  way  '    "^ 

•upporatlon  and  other  bad  connequences  may  be  ^^^ 

fNTcrcnted.— H«i46iie*,  vol.  ill.  page  858."  '~~* 
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DR.   ELLIOTSON»S    ACCOUNT  OF  CLAIMS  OF 

THE  ACTION  OF  THE  HEART.  PROVINCIAL  HOSPITALS 

— —  TO 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  QUALIFY  FOR  EXAMINATION  AT 

•^  THE  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

Sib,  

Will  you  obligfe  me  by  inserting  the 

enclosed  in  this  week's  Gazette  ?  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 

I  am,  sir,  Sib, 

Yours  faithfully,  j  ^^^^  j^^^  perused,  in  your  last  nura- 

,une  24,  1834.    ^  ''"^^"^''"  ^^"^"^  !>-,  for  V  ^^^  ^r.  Uetlin^s  letter 

accompanying'  a  copy  of  the  Memorial 

I  notice  that  the  account  given  by  addressed  by  my  colleagues  in  the  Me- 

Professor  Elliotson  (at  page  343,  et  teq.  dical  School  of  Bristol  and  myself  to  the 

of  your  No.  for  June  15,  1833)  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  anpointed  to 

action   of  the  heart,  and   the  physical  inquire  into  the  state  of  meaical  educa- 

signs  of  disease  of  the  ?alves,  is  (with  tion.   The  paragraph  which  you  append 

one  exception)  conformable  to  the  prin-  to  Mr.  H.'s  letter,  in  which  you  very 

ciples  or  Dr.   Hope,    as  explained   at  fairly  imply  that  the  memorial  accom- 

pp.  44, 49,  55,  and  337  of  his  '*  Treatise  panying  it  could  not  be  considered  as  a 

on  the  Diseases  of  the  Hearth    The  repl^  to  the  remarks  contained  in  your 

exception  refers  to  the  fact  advanced  by  leading  article  of  the  31st  of  May,  on 

Dr.  Hope,  that  a  murmur  accompanies  the  subject  of  provincial  surgical  cduca- 

the  first  soundj  when  the  mitral  or  tri-  tion,  inasmuch   as  that  Memorial  was 

cuspid  valve  is  permanently  open,  and  little  more  than  an  echo  of  ^e  state- 

admits   of  regurgitation.     As  my  oWn  ments  contained  in  a  similar  document 

observation    places    this    fact    beyond  transmitted  by  the  surgeons  of  our  Infir- 

doubt,  in  my  mind,  and  as  it  must  in-  mary,  has  induced  me  to  trouble  you 

evitably  be  true  according  to  the  prin-  with  the  following  observations  in  refe- 

ciples  of  analogy,  I  beg  to  recal  to  it  rence  to  the  subject  at  issue  between  us ; 

the  attention  of  the  learned  Professor,  and  I  shall  feel  obliged  by  your  pub- 

and  of  those  whom  his  authority  may  lishing  them  in  the  earliest  forthcoming 

influence;    since  they    will  otherwise  number   of    your  valuable  journal  in 

meet  with  cases  which,  being  inexpli-  which  you  can  devote  to  them  thencces- 

cable  on  their   principles,   i^ll  breed  sair  space. 

doubts  in  their  minds,  as  they  did  in  In  the  first  place,  sir,  I  mar  congra- 

that  of  the  immortal  Laennec,  respect-  tulate  the  gentlemen  with  whom  I  am 

ing  the  truth  of  the  physical  signs  in  associated,  and  all  who  take  a  similar 

general.  yiew  of  this  question  with  us,  at  the 

Dr.  Elliotson  also  says,  '*  In  the  ex-  concession  you  liave  made  in  allowing 
perifaients  I  saw  (viz.  the  second  series  to  the  Bristol  Infirmary,  and  "  various 
of  Dr.  Hope's,  on  the  ass),  the  auriek  other  noble  institutions  ^'  in  the  country, 
contracted  with  all  sort  of  irregularity—  as  much  claim  to  the  privilege  of 
sometimes  before  the  ventricle,  and  qualifying  students  for  appearing  at  the 
sometimes  after  it"  At  p.  33  of  Dr.  bar  ot  the  College  as  can  be  possessed 
Hope's  Treatise,  I  find,  that^  to  the  by  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  and  Aberdeen, 
written  question,  '*  Do  the  auricles  eon-  which  at  present  have  this  privilege 
tract  before  or  after  the  ventricles  ?"  granted  them.  This  admission,  on  your 
the  answer  dictated  by  twelve  gentle-  part,  narrows  the  ground  which  miffbt 
men, including  Dr.EUiotBon  (ibid.  p. II),  nave  been  supposed  to  be  in  debate  De- 
was,  "  evidently  before^  being  instantly  tween  us ;  ana  while  it  renders  it  nn- 
followed  bv  the  ventricular  systole/*  necessary  for  me  to  say  any  thing  with 
The  irregularity  to  which  Dr.  Elliotson  a  yiew  of  exalting  the  benefits  and  ad- 
refers,  takes  place  onljr  when  the  heart  yantages  of  Uie  Bristol  and  other  bos- 
is  acting  altogrether  irregularly.  Of  pitals  as  schools  of  surgical  instruction, 
this,  any  one  may  satisfy  himseli  by  the  reduces  your  argument  in  favour  of  the 
experiments  on  rabbits,  conducted  in  existing  obnoxious  regulation  (so  far  as 
manner  described  by  Dr.  Hope,  at  p.  33,  this  regulation  applies  to  students  from 
and  which  L  haye  witnessed  at  his  large  provincial  hospitals,  the  only  class 
lectures.  of  students  in  favour  of  whom  we  claim 
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exemption  from  iU  operation)  to  the  doubt  but  that  the  man  who  has  seen 
simplest  point  of  its  desirableness,  for  the  practice  pursued  in  a  multitude  of 
the  sake  of  insuring  to  the  student  the  places  (especially  if  such  difTcrent 
opportunity  of  witnessing*  a  variettf  of  spheres  of  observation  were  placed  in 
practice,  and  for  that  correction  of  erro-  different  countries),  and  who  has  di- 
neous  yiews  which  is  supposed  to  result  gestcd  what  he  has  seen,  will  be  the 
from  the  accumulated  experience  and  the  superiorly-educated  practitioner  to  him 
multiplied  opportunities  of  observation  whose  opportunities  have  been  confined 
and  comparison  enjoyed  by  the  teachers  within  the  walls  of  one  hospital,  whc* 
of  the  metropolis.  ther  in  Londo  1  or  elsewhere.  But  I 
With  regard  to  the  first  of  these  ob-  contend,  that  if  this  were  the  ground 
jects,  viz.  the  attainment  of  a  varied  taken  by  the  Colle^  in  enforcmg  the 
field  of  observation,  it  may  be  said,  that  regulation  in  question,  it  would  not 
in  perfect  consistency  it  ought  to  be  as-  have  stopped,  nor  ought  it  to  have 
compulsory  on  the  student  who  has  been  stopped,  where  it  does.  Not  only  should 
for  a  certain  period  at  a  London  bos-  the  privilege  sought  for  be  conceded  to 
pital  afterwards  to  attend,  during  six  the  large  provincial  hospitals,  with  re- 
months,  the  practice  of  the  Bristol  or  spect  to  students  of  the  metropolis,  but, 
Manchester,  or  some  other  large  pro-  to  be  operative  to  any  important  extent, 
vincial  hospital,  as  by  the  existing  ■^R'"-  ^^^  '"^^  should  have  extended  its  re- 
lation it  it  compulsory  on  the  Bristol  or  quirements  to  the  production  of  certifi- 
Manchestejrstudent  of  four  or  five  years'  cates  from  foreign  hospitals;  where  a 
standing  to  nrolong  his  studies  for  six  varied  field  of  observation,  and  oppor- 
montbs  in  tne  metropolis.  But  it  ap-  tunities  of  correcting  national  (much 
pears  to  me,  sir,  that  an  error^  very  more  likelv  to  exist  than  local)  preiu- 
common  to  persons  engaged  in  the  dices,  would  really  be  obtained.  But 
metropolis,  and  especially  to  those  who  there  is  no  better  proof  that  the  assumed 
seldom  or  never  have  opportunities  of  grounds  are  not  those  on  which  the  Col- 
becoming  personally  acquainted  with  ledge  have  legislated,  than  the  fact  that 
things  in  uie  provinces,  has  crept  into  a  youn^  man  who  has  been  reared  in  a 
your  argument  on  this  subject; — I  allude  provincial  hospital,  and  has  afterwards 
to  the  mistake  of  supposing  that  the  spent  a  consiJerable  period  in  all  the 
provincial  mind  (if  I  may  be  allowed  most  celebrated  schools  of  France,  Ger- 
the  expression)  is  far  behind  the  intellect  many,  and  Italy,  is  still  inadmissible 
of  the  metropolis.  Such  "local  habits  to  examination  at  the  College  of  Sur- 
and  peculiarities  of  practice "  as  are  geons  in  London,  unless  he  shall  have 
alluded  to  in  your  article  mig;ht  have  submitted  to  the  farce  of  paying  for  six 
been  substantial  g^unds  of  objection  a  months'  walking  of  a  London  hospital, 
hundred,  or  fifty,  or  even  twenty  years  And  truly,  Mr.  Editor,  I  cannot  tliink 
back;  but  the  press,  and  the  rapidity  I  am  risking  too  strong^  a  term  in  calling 
and  ease  of  communication,  both  per-  that  a  farce  which  is  continually  a 
sonal  and  by  correspondence,  now  exist-  known  compliance  only  in  name,  ex- 
ing,  make  pretty  ample  provision  afl^ainst  cept  so  far  as  the  parent  of  the  fees  is 
the  possibility  of  the  poor  provincial  concerned :  for  nothing  is  more  notori- 
aurgeon  being  long  ignorant  of  the  im-  ous  than  the  freouency  with  which 
provements  which  nis  science  makes  in  Toung  men  go  up  rnim  farge  provincial 
ner  most  favoured  seats,  whedier  on  the  hospitals,  to  enter  to  the  six  months' 
Thames  or  the  Seine ;  though  perhaps  walking  pupilage  required  of  them  in 
the  accumulated  experience  of,  and  toe  London;  —  then,  finding  themselves 
▼ast  opportunities  of  amassing  know-  jostled  about  by  a  throng  so  large  as 
ledge  in,  the  provitices  themselves,  may  most  effectually  to  prevent  the  possibi- 
pretty  well  vie  with  the  practical  advan-  lity  of  their  seeing  any  thing  which  can 
tages  of  London,  notwithstanding  that  be  of  advantage  to  tnem,  after  a  short 
the  latter  are  by  some  presumed  so  time,  leave  town,  cross  over  to  Paris, 
greatly  to  exceed  the  former.  Not  that  and  spend  there  (where  o)>portunitics  of 
1  have  the  slightest  hesitation  in  assent-  improvement  are  so  accessiole)  the  time 
ing  most  fully  to  your  general  propo-  required  to  be  spent  in  London.  Other 
siuon,  with  regard  to  the  beneficial  students,  whose  purses  are  not  lonji^ 
eflTects  of  collision  upon  intellectual  pur*  enough  to  enable  them  to  take  this 
stilts ;  nor  can  there  be  a  shadow  of  course,  are,  on  the  contrary,  obliged  to 
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put  up  with  their  had  bargains— to  feel  surely  they  will  not  allow  the  know* 
contented  with  the  casual  chance  of  ledge  of  it  to  remain  unproductive  of 
seeing  a  case  now  and  then,  and  having  some  attempts  to  alter  the  state  of  things 
a  peep  of  the  blood  shed  by  an  opera-  on  which  it  depends, 
tion — and,  after  due  time,  to  take  their  I  must  now  beg  to  reply  to  the  obser- 
chance  at  the  College  examination-room,  vations  which  you  have  offered  upon 
Such  observations,  of  course,  do  not  some  of  the  objections  to  the  obnoxious 
appl^  to  the  dressing  pupils ;  who,  it  is  regulation  embodied  in  the  Bristol  me- 
readily  allowed,  enjoy  advantages  of  a  morials.  I .  must  confess  that  one  of 
Tery  superior  kind.  But  how  small  a  those^  objections,  viz.  that  rested  on  the 
proportion  the  number  of  these  bears  to  injurious  moral  eflfects  of  the  present 
the  total  amount  of  students,  I  need  system,  is  one  of  our  weakest  points ; 
not  insist  upon.  With  respect  to  the  and  therefore,  though  I  am  perfectly  sa- 
smaller  hospitals  of  London,  where  the  tisfied  that  the  facilities  of  pursuing  a 
number  of  students  is  smaller,  and  vicious  course,  without  immediate  dis- 
where  the  chances  of  individual  obser-  grrace,  is  greater  in  the  metropolis  than 
vation  may  be  supposed,  therefore,  to  in  the  provincial  cities,  and  tne  tempta- 
be  greater,  surely  it  will  not  be  contend-  tion  therefore  greater, — and  though  I 
ed  that  a  protraction  of  the  period  of  have  known  fatal  instances  of  moral 
study  for  six  months  longer  in  these,  shipwreck  occurring  to  young  men  in 
can,  with  any  shew  of  justice,  be  de-  London,  who  have  conducted  themselves 
manded  of  young  men  who  have  spent  with  steadiness  and  propriety  during 
five  years  in  such  hospitals  as  the  Bris-  their  preparatory  course  or  study  in  the 
tol  infirmary,  and  others  which  contain  country,  yet  I  shall  not  urge  any  far- 
a  much  largfer  number  of  cases,  and  yet  ther  observations  upon  this  subject, 
fewer  students,  than  the  small  hospitals  The  objection  we  make  on  the  score 
of  the  metropolis.  Were  space  allowed  of  the  neglect  of  early  opportunities  in- 
me,  I  should  gladly  embrace  it,  to  en-  duced  by  the  present  system,  is  one,  on 
deavour  to  point  out  (as  I  earnestly  feel  the  other  haiia,  which,  notwithstanding 
they  should  be  pointed  out,  on  the  the  slight  consideration  given  to  it  by 
broad  ground  of  medical  education)  the  yourself,  as  well  as  by  our  Birmingham 
numerous  disadvantages  of  the  regula-  orethren,  I  cannot  but  feel  to  be  of  over- 
tion  in  question,  as  aflectiug  also  those  whelming  importance.  The  thing  ap- 
young  men  who  have  not  availed  them-  pears  to  me  probable  in  itself;  but  it 
selves  (probably  from  the  mistaken  no-  must  be  undoubtedly  to  experience  that 
tion  that  every  thing  was  to  be  seen  in  we  must  refer  for  substantiation  of  oar 
town^  of  the  opportunities  afforded  by  position,  or  the  contrary ;  and  here  there 
provincial  hospitals,  though  the  first  seems  to  exist  a  contrariety.  So  corn- 
years  of  their  studies  were  spent  where  monly,  however,  has  it  come  within  the 
no  practical  advantages  were  to  be  oh-  sphere  of  my  observation  to  notice  in- 
tained.  Such,  from  the  wretched  dis-  stances  of  the  ill  effects  alluded  to,  that 
appointment  of  their  expectations  in  the  I  am  surprised  there  should  be  a  doubt 
metropolis,  where,  afler  mistakenly  en-  upon  the  subject.  Nothing,  indeed,  is 
tering  to  one  or  other  of  the  large  bos-  more  frequently  heard  from  young  men 
pitals,  they  find  themselves  shut  out  in  the  country,  when  questioned  respect- 
from  the  chance  of  observation  by  the  ing  their  inattention  to  any  particular 
crowds  which  arc  annually  driven  up  department  of  professional  study,  than 
by  the  existing  regulations!^  to  that  sup-  the  excuse  of  "  We  leave  that  till  we  go 
posed  emporium  of  first-rate  intelli-  to  London:**  thus  shewing  that  they  de- 
gence,  contrive  to  pass  an  indulgent  Hberately  forego  the  advantages  of  pro- 
examination  at  the  College,  and  enter  vincial  schools,  even  in  that  which  you, 
upon  practice — upon  the  responsible,  Mr.  Editor,  appear  to  consider  their  only 
and,  to  the  uninformed,  the  awfully  re-  proper  character,  viz.  of  preparatory  or 
sponsible,  duties  of  surgical  ^  practice,  elementarv  schools ;  and,  for  this  very 
without  having  become  experimentally  reason,  of  course  disqualifying  them- 
acquainted  wiUi  one  of  ten  of  the  cases  selves  from  profiting  by  the  supposed 
which,  in  their  new  character,  they  pro-  opportunities  of  correction  and  variety 
fess  to  treat  This  truth,  I  hesitate  not  to  De  enjoyed  hereafler  in  the  metropo- 
to  assert,  is  as  well  known  to  the  exa-  lis.  If  1  am  not  mistaken,  experience 
miners  of  the  College  as  to  myself;  and  will  bear  me  out  in  asserting  that,  in  the 
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general,  youths  of  from  IS  to  21  are  not  I  cannot  refrain  irom  suggesting  a  mode 
so  alive  to  their  true  interests  as  to  post-  of  securing  that  which  I  am  perfectly 
pone  present  amusement  and  eratifica-  certain  it  is  as  much  the  endeavour 
tion  to  those  pursuits  which  would  of  the  provincial  teacher  as  of  the 
alone  conduce  to  their  future  eminence  metropolitan  professor,  or  even  of  the 
and  advantage;  and  that,  with  the  pre-  able  editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  to 
ference  before  them  of  ^re  years'  conti-  attain,  though  they  may  differ  as  to 
nued  application,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  comparative  efficiency  of  the  means; 
live  years'  idleness,  and  one  year's  cram-  a  mode  which  to  my  apprehension  holds 
ming,  on  the  other, — a  preference  con-  out  prospects  of  the  greatest  possible 
firmed  by  the  inglorious  success  of  the  benefit  to  the  cause  of  medical  science 
many  woo  have,  after  pursuing  the  lat>  and  medical  education  : — I  allude  to 
ter  course,  obtained  ^*  summos  honor et*''  the  establishment  of  an  initiatory  exa- 
at  the  College  (alas !  for  the  vaunted  mination  of  all  youths  intended  for  the 
distinction  of  M.R.C.S.), — there  are  profession,  which  should  consist  in  an 
comparatively  few  who  have  the  good  investigation,  at  the  verj  threshold  of 
sense  to  select,  and  the  firmness  to  per-  their  strictly  professional  instruction, 
severe,  in  the  former.  Even  amongst  into  their  general  attainments  in  all 
those  young  men  who,  upon  the  whole,  those  branches  of  knowled^  usually 
adopt  the  wiser  course,  there  are  many  understood  to  enter  into  a  liberal  edu- 
whoy  nevertheless,  always  underrate  cation,  including  some  subjects  not  so 
their  present  opportunities,  and  are  car-  often  forming  part  of  such  an  education 
tied  away.more  or  less  by  the  folly  of  as  could  be  desired ;  I  mean  general 
supposing  that  there  are  many  thm^  physics,  and  perhaps  some  other  ac 
which  can  be  so  much  better  learned  m  ouirements.  It  would  be  out  of  place 
London  than  in  the  country,  that  they  for  me  here  to  poitit  out  in  detail  the 
do  well  to  leave  such  subjects  altogether  manner  of  carr^m^  into  effect  this  sug- 
till  the  period  of  their  soioum  there.  gestion,  about  which,  however,  I  con- 
With  respect  to  the  last  objection  of  reive  there  could  be  no  difficulty.  As 
the  Bristol  memorialists  which  you  to  the  influence  of  the  measure  in  ele- 
combat,  and  which  refers  to  the  in-  vating  the  (in  some  respects)  degraded 
creased  pecuniaiy  expenditure  entailed  character  of  the  profession, — in  con- 
by  the  regulation  excepted  against,  I  trolling  the  number  of  candidates  for 
cannot  but  consider  your  answer  to  it  admission  into  its  lists, — and  in  securing 
as  much  more  ''  questionable"  and  *'  un-  a  supply  of  well-educated  and  proper 
lucky''  than  the  argument  which  you  young  men  for  the  service  of  the  public, 
characterize  by  Uiose  epithets.  Not  1  leave  to  yourself  and  to  the  profession 
that  I  difier  from  you  in  the  general  at  large  to  determine, 
proposition,  that,  "  in  order  to  secure  There  are  other  points  of  view  than 
the  respectability  of  the  profession,  the  those  alluded  to  in  the  foregoing  obscr- 
facilities  of  entering  it  ought  not  to  be  vations  in  which,  were  I  not  fearful 
too  much  increased,'' — norm  the  state-  of  trespassing  too  far  upon  your  induT- 
ment  upon  which  you  rest  this  proposi-  gence,  and  your  readers'  patience,  I 
tion,  '^  that  practitioners  are  already  tnink  I  mignt  show  the  injurious  ten- 
more  numerous  than  the  demand  for  deticy  of  the  obnoxious  regulation, 
them."  But  I  must  dissent,  toto  calo.  Amongst  these,  not  one  of  the  least  iin- 
from  the  notion  upon  which  you  build  portant  would  be  that  which  arises  out 
your  reply  to  our  objection,  viz.  that  of  the  onward  impetus  given  to  medical 
the  respectability  of  the  profession  science  in  the  provinces,  from  the  esta- 
can  be  obtained  or  secured,  by  sur-  blishment  of  medical  schools  in  the 
rounding  the  requisition  of  the  di-  lar^e  towns  and  cities, — an  impetus 
ploma  with  a  barricade  of  fees  and  which  will  be  seriously  checked,  if  these 
expenses.  In  reference  to  this  highly  schools  are  in  any  way  prevented  at- 
important  object,  it  will  be  well  if  taining  the  perfection  which,  unfettered 
the  Parliamentary  Committee  should  by  opposing  regulations,  they  will  as- 
direct  their  earnest  and  most  scru-  suredly  reach.  Now,  %o  lon^  as  six 
tinizing  attention  and  inquiries.  It  months' attendance  on  the  surgical  prac- 
is  a  topic  on  which  I  can  scarcely  tice  of  a  Loudon  hospital  is  persisted  in 
presume  to  enter  at  length  in  this  com-  as  a  requirement  from  those  students 
munication,  as  I  shotdd  be  trespassing  who  may  have  attended  for  a  cojisider- 
too  far  upon  your  valuable  pages ;  but  able  period  tlie  large  hospitals  of  Bris- 
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tol,  Birmiiijfhain,  Manchester,  Sec.  a  cases  of  paralysis  with  no  benefit ;  in 
powerful  stimulus  to  the  surgrical  teacher  others  with  onlj  partial  advanUge ;  but 
of  carrying  out  the  benefits  of  clinical  in  the  majority  with  complete  success  f 
practice,  by  the  discourses  of  the  lecture-  and  it  is  added,  that  "  whenever  paralv- 
room,  is  withdrawn.  Surgical  lectures,  sis  arises  from  tumors  compressing  the 
in  short,  which  would  form  'so  great  an  substance  of  the  brain,  or  from  a  diseased 
assistance  to  the  pupils  of  our  hospitals,  alteration  in  its  mass  and  structore,  or 
will  continue  to  be  left  by  the  majority  from  extravasation  of  a  fluid  in  such  a 
of  them  entirely  till  they  go  to  London,  stetc  or  degree  as  will  not  admit  of  its 
seeing  that  in  six  months  they  can  at-  absorption,  it  will  be  readily  admitted 
tend  the  two  prescribed  courses ;  and  that  no  benefit  is  to  be  expected  from 
thus  one  of  the  grreatest  advantages  of  the  employment  of  any  remedy  which 
lectures,  viz.  their  serving  to  connect  in  has  yet  been  discovered."  The  opinion 
the  minds  of  the  students  principles  expressed  in  th^  passages  is  abun- 
with  practice,  at  thai  most  important  dantly  confirmed  in  the  paper  before  us, 
period  of  their  pursuits  when  the  mind  by  reference  to  various  weighty  autho- 
most  needs  such  assisUnce  and  direc-  nties,  and  to  cases  since  met  with  by  the 
tion,  will  be,  as  it  now  is,  to  a  great  author,  or  communicated  to  him  by  pro- 
extent  lost.  Sessional  friends.  Dr.  Booth,  of  Bir- 
My  paper  has  already  reached  a  mingham,  among  others,  has  supplied 
greater  length  than  I  at  all  contem-  some  curious  experiments,  which  serve 
plated  when  I  took  up  my  pen ;  and  well  to  exemplify  the  powers  of  stiycb- 
1  will  not  any  further  intrude  upon  i"a ;  they  fully  suffice,  at  all  events,  to 
your  indulgence  than  to  subscribe  my-  dissipate  Dr.  Christison's  doubt  about 
s^]f  gif  the  action  of  this  alkali  on  the  brain. 

Your  most  obedient  servant,  "  Experiment  L — Tuesday,  April  26, 

G.  Downing  Fripp.  -1S31 :    on  a  shepherd's  dog,  about  one 

BrittoU  year  old,  weight  24  lbs.    At  4  p.m.  one- 

June  18,  1834.  sixth  part  of  a  grain  of  strychnia,  inserted 

«_^___^____  iJito  a  small  piece  of  meat,  was  thrust 

down  his  throat.    The  animal  was  closely 

ANALYSES  AMD  NOTICESoF  BOOKS,  watched  untU  7  p.m.  but  no  efiect  from 

the  pill   was   observable.     27th,  3  p.m. 

anotner  pill,  containing  one-fourth  of  a 

"  L*Autenr  le  tve  k  allonger  ce  qne  le  lecteur  le  grain   of  strychnia,  was  given.     The  dog 

tueksbr«ger.»— D*AL>iiBBHT.  was  watched  as  before,  but  no  efiect  was 

noticed.    The  dose  (gr.  {)  was  repeated  on 


grain  of  strychnia. 

We  promised  to  return  to  this  valuable  tered ;  at  a  quarter  before  five,  no  effect 

volume.     In  our  former  notice,  about  a  was  observable^  at  five  he  was  found  lying 

fortnight  ago  Cp.  356,  ante)^  we  took  a  on  his  side,  with  his  legs  extended,  mouth 

general  view  of  the  contents,  and  gave  open,  and  bis  whole  body  in  convulsions, 

the  substance,  or  pointed  out  the  nature,  His  mouth  would  frequenUy  close  with  a 

of  some  of  the   articles.     Some  others,  loud  snap;  the  pupils  of  the  eyes  were  al- 

however,  we  reserved  for  a  more  con-  ternately  dilated  and  contracted.    Respi- 

renient'oppor'*^;  -0  --"^'-^Ij^  Sr.c°tro?S.1^rife5"&S 

we  resume  wiin  sometimes  contracting  ten  or  twelve  times 

w\      TT-DJitj'A-L      D z.  in  rapid  succession,  then  suffering  an  in^ 

Dr.  J.X,  BardiUyU  further  Remarks  ^^.^iJ^ion  of  three  ir  four  sccondl    The 

on  Atrjfchnta,  animal  continued  in  this  state  till  ten 

The  author,  in  the  commencement  of  minutes  past  five  o'clock,  when,  the  eon. 

his  paper,    is  anxious    to    correct    an  ^^VJ:  ^""""^.^i  ***®  muBc)^  gradually 

errot   into    which    some    practitioners  "«^ding,  he  died.  .     ^  , 

1 ^  A.ii««    :«  i^»«^^:^^  ♦Uo*  i»-  k»<i         ^'w  eadavens,  4  p.m.  May  «,    twenty- 

bavc  fallen,  in  imagining  that  he  had  ^^^  ^^^  aft^2aih.-^The  oavarium,  and 

proclaimed  strychnia,  in  his      Hospital  ^^e  exterior  portion  of  the  vertebra!  co- 

Facts  and  Observations,"  as  a  specific  m  hinm,  having  been  removed,  so  as  to  ex- 

every  form  of  paralysis.    What  Dr.  B.  pose,  at  one  view,  the  brain  and  medulla 

has  actually  stated  in  that  work  is,  that  spinalis,  the  following  were  the  appear, 

this   remeoy  was  employed  in  "  some  ances  noticed : — 


TRANSACTIONS  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL  ASSOCIATION.  451 

Brum  — The  blood-vetaels  injected,  and  ing^  him  food,  he  was  found  lying  on  bis 

beautifully  arborescent.     The  pia  mater  side,  quite  dead  and  cold;  bis  limbs  stiff 

covering  the  medoUa  oblongata  particu-  and  extended.  A  quantity  of  frothy  mucus 

larly   vascular  or  iigected.    The  choroid  adhered  to  his  month.     His  jaws  were  so 

plexus  very  vascular.    No  serum  in  the  firmly  closed,  that  considerable  difficulty 

ventrieles.     In  cutting  into  the  substance  was  experienced  in  forcing  open  Jiis  n^outb; 

of  the  brain,  several  dotted  points  were  the  muscles,  generally,  were  in  a  spastic 

observed.  state. 

MednUla  Spmalii. — In  the  bony  cavity  of  Seetio  cadaverit,  4  p.m.— External  ap- 
the  spine  there  was  much  congestion  pearances:  the  limbs  were  in  a  state  of 
about  the  sinuses,  and  great  vascularity  of  spastic  rigidity.  The  brain ^  although 
the  membranes  about  the  upper  dorsal  and  rather  gorged  with  blood,  was  not  equally 
the  lower  lumbar  vertebrae.  The  dura  so  with  the  preceding  subject  The  choroid 
mater  of  a  light  pink  colour,  and  turgid,  plexus  congested  and  dark-coloured.  No 
The  arachnoid  membrane  natural.  The  effusion  in  the  ventricles.  Of  the  pia  ma- 
internal  structure  of  the  cord  itself  was  ter,  some  of  the  inflections  following  the 
dotted  with  sanguineous  points.  convolutions  of  the  brain  were  very  vas- 

Thnmx. — In  the  cavity  was  contained  cular.    An  hydatid  was  found  in  the  in- 

from  about  Jss.  to  ^.  of  fluid.  The  lungs  ferior  horn  of  the  right  lateral  ventricle. 

were  collapsed  and  congested,  but  did  not  Spint.^'On  opening  the  osseous  canal  of 

sink  in  water.    The  heart  was  turgid,  and  the  spine,  no  effusion  appeared  to  have 

on  both  sides  filled  with  black  blood.  taken  place  between  the  membranes  of  the 

Abdomen :  Stomach.  -^  The  mucous  coat  spinal  marrow.    The  surface^  however,  of 

had  a  slight  pink  blush^  the  pia  mater,  about  the  cervical  and  up- 

/fitertinM.— In  the  Ueum  were  found  seve-  per  dorsal  vertebne,  was  vascular.    The 

Tal  patches,  varying  in  magnitude  from  structure  of  the  cord  itself  was  healthy, 

the  size  of  a  sixpence  to  that  of  a  shilling;  excepting  that  the  lumbar  portion  was 

also  an  oblong  patch  of  four  or  five  inches  rather  softer  than  the  upper. 

in  length,  and  a  finger's  breadth,  appa-  The  Thorax. — The  lungs,  on  both  sides  of 

lently  the  seat  of  ulceration  in  the  mucous  the  thorax,  were  collapsed,  dark-coloured, 

coat  of  the  intestine.     It  had  a  reticu-  and  gorged  wiUi  blood,  and  barely  buoyant 

lated  appearance.    The  aggregate  and  so-  in  water.    The  trachea,  internally,  was  of 

litaiy  glands  were  seemingly  the  parts  a  bright  pink  colour,  and  coated  tbrough- 

affecteo.    In   the  eoltm  the  same  appear-  out  its  ramifications  with  a  frothy  mucus, 

anoes  were  more  sparingly  found.    In  the  The  pericardium  exhibited  an  inflamma- 

coecum  ,and  rectum  numerous  prominent  tory  blush,  together  with  recent  deposi- 

pustules  or  pimples,  with  a  point  of  de-  tions  of  lymph  both  on  the  reflected  and 

pression  in  the  centre  of  each,  and  con-  proper  surfaces  of  the  membrane.    The 

taining  a.  viscid  fluid,  were  very  conspicu-  heart  contained  no  coagfula  in  its  cavities, 

ous,  giving,  altogether,  an  appearance  not  neither  did  the  large  veins  or  arteries, 

dissimilar  to  small-pox  pustules  in  the  The  heart  was  distended  with  dark  blood; 

early  eruptive  stage."  the  blood  had  an  unctuous  appearance. 

"Experiment  II. — May  1,   1831 :  on  Abdomen.-^Stomaeh:  linrillouscotLt along 

an  old  terrier  dog.    At  4  p.m.  a  pill,  con-  the  greater  curvature  was  softened,  and  of 

taining  a  quarter  of  a  grain  of  strychnia, '  a  brownish  colour. 

was  tnrust  down  his  throat,  enveloped  in  Intatnu$.^ln  the  duodenum,  softening 

a  small  ball  of  fat    The  animal  was  care-  of  the  mucous  coat,  with  two  or  three  ul- 

fuUy  watched  for  four  hours  afterwards,  cerated  patches,  was   observed ;    in  the 

but  no  appearances  indicative  of  any  in-  ileum,  particularly  at  its  junction  with 

fluence  from  the  strychnia  presented  them-  the  coecum,  ulcerations,  having  pits    or 

selves.    May  2,  at  4  p.m.  another  pill,  con-  fovese,  like  the  depressions  on  the  rind  of  a 

taining  the  same  ouantity  of  strychnia  rough  or  coarse  orange,  were  conspicuous. 

(S^'  \)f  ^AS  given.    The  dog  was  watched  The  colon  throughout  was  studded  with 

,xbr  four  hours  afterwards,  but  no  symptoms  small  prominent  elevations,  each  having  a 

of  inconvenience  were  observed.    May  3,  depression  at  the  apex,  and  not  unlike  the 

at  4  P.M.  the  animal  swallowed  the  same  immatured  pustules  of  small-pox.     This 

dose,  in  the  same  manner  as  before,  and  eruptive  appearance  was  more  particularly 

was  similarly  watched,  but  no  observable  observable  about  the  appendix  vermiformis 

effects  were  produced  by  it.    May  4,  at  4  and  rectum.      The  aggregate   and    soli- 

P.M.  another  pill,  containing  a  (quarter  of  tary  mucous  glands  of  the  intestines  were 

a  grain  of  strychnia,  was  administered,  unaoubtedly  the  seats  of  this  appearance." 

The  animal  was  watched  till  seven  o'clock  "  As  a  candid  inquirer  after  truth,"  ?ays 

(three  hours  after  having  taken  the  pill).  Dr.  Booth,  **  the  preceding  facts  and  ob. 

but  no  symptoms  of  its  having  taken  effect  servations  have  irresistibly  impressed  my 

were  observed.     May  5th,   10  a.m.  :  on  mind  with  a  conviction  of  the  fallacy  of 

visiting  the  dog,  with  the  intention  of  giv-  the  hypothetical  doctrinesfi  according  to 
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which  an  entire  class  of  vegetable  poisons  fttrjchnia  as  a  medicine,  Dr.  Bardslej 

(the  bitter  strychnos)  is  said  to  possess  the  says — "  In  the  internal  administration 

singular  property  of  expending,  through  ot  strychnia,  I  have  mostlj  commenced 

the  medium  of  the  circulation,  their  influ-  ^ith  one-sixth  of  a  ^ain  twice  daily, 

ence    on    the    spinal     marrow,   without  ^nd  this  proportion  has  been  gradually 

direcUy    mvolvin^  the  functions  of  the  increased  to  Llf  a  grain  or  f  grain  at 

te,S-""X^i5i^^^^^^^  the  same  intervals ;  ^ut.half  .a  ^in  of 

i.  p.  24    Christison  on  Poisons,  (Ed.  ii.  **>«  alkali,  taken  three  times  m  tTie  day, 

p.  754.)    The  action  of  strychnia  on  the  has  generally  produced  sufficiently  ener- 

spine  is  represented  as  even  quite  ivdepen.  getic  effects  upon  the  system.     In  the 

dent  of  any  action  on  the  brain, « if,  indeed,  external  use  of  the  alkali,  I  have  been 

luch  action  exist  at  all,*'     (Christison  on  in  the  habit  of  directing  one-fourth  of  a 

Poisons,  2nd  ed.  p.  19.)    To  the  same  grain  to  be  sprinkled  on  the  blistered 

effect  Orfiia  has  recorded  the  result  of  an  surface,  night  and  morning,  and   the 

experiment,  (on  Poisons,  vol.  2,  p.  270,  quantity  has   been  increased  to  half  a 

2nd  edit)  but  I  may  venture  to  observe,  rrrain,  a  grain,  a  grain  and  a  half,  and 

that  the  very  irritaUon  itself,  consequent  t^^  —dns,  applied  twice  in  the  day.»' 

on  dividmg  the  spinal  marrow  of  animals,  o         *   n                                   ^ 

will  keep  up  spymodic  acUon ;  and  that,  />r.  T.  Green  on  the  Treatment  of  iSy- 

with  respect  to  indications  of  the  state  of  philie  without  Mercury. 

the  brain  during  such  experiments,  we  do  . 

not  possess  adequate  criteria  by  which  we  This  paper  is  chiefly  a  digest  of  the 

can,  in  animals,  satisfactorily  determine  remarks  ot  some  of  the  ablest  advocates 

the  fact    In  man,  however,  we  hare  in-  for  the  non-mercurial  treatment  ot  sy- 

disputable  means  of  assuring  ourselves  of  philis.     We  could  have  wished  the  au- 

the  participation  of  the  brain  in  the  ener-  tbor  had  given  us  more  of  the  deUils  of 

getic  influence  exerted  by  strychnia  on  the  bis  own  experience;  but  as  it  is,   the 

spinal  marrow  and  Jts  nerves.;'    There-  paper  is  valJmble  as  a  summary  of  the 

^'^''^^^^Z'^^^t.^^^f^^^^^S'^^'  best  information  that  can  at  present  be 

selves,  almost  uniformly,  of  their  suffering  .  n    «  j       «i.       i.*     «      rr'u 'r  n 

pain  in  the  head,  andf  vertigo,  prwicna/v  ^^^^^^  ^^  the  subject     The  following 

to  the  invasion  of  the  spinal  conVulsioni,  Pf^^*^    ^gf^mst   the  supposed   specific 

and  during  those  convulsions;   the  palpa-  virtues  of  mercury  in  venereal,  is  worth 

ble  indications  afforded  of  the  nerves  sup-  t^^^^f^  at  length, 

plied  by  the  brain  being  affected  in  the  «uri.'i      n  av     r    «   v  u 

iicUtatfon  of  twitching*  of  the  eye-lids,  ^."  While  all  the  facts  1  have  now  men- 

and  agitation  of  the  muscles  of  the  conn!  *^?"^^  P™'^^  *^*^\  svphilis  can  be  cured 

tenanSe,  from  clonic  spasm,  collectively  "^^^^^i  T^T"^' ^      k    V/SL^k^T^"^^' 

demonstrate  the  influent  of  the  alkali  oJ  ^^^^^  ^*»^.*  »'*"«*,  "^°"l^  ^  abandoned 

the  brain  itself.   This  very  day  I  had  occa-  ^together  in  the  treatment  of  venereal 

sion  to  observe  the  existence  of  the  cere-  complaints.    Mercury  should  be  given  in 

bral  influence  of  strychnia,  in  a  patient  ^*;^  complaints,  with  the  same  intention 

affected  with  hysteric-paraplegia,  for  fif-  as  if  iirecisely  similar  symptoms  occurred 

teen  minutes  be/bre  any  indications  of  the  ^^""^  ^^  ^*"  «^**^»*-    ^^^  weU  known 


specific  spinal  effects  of  the  alkali  super-  ^^^  ^i  mercury,  when  used  cautiouslv 

vencd.    The  patient  is,  at  present,  Uking  and  moderately,  to  improve  the  general 

forty.two  drops  of  the  tincture  of  strych-  ^^5^?.'  ^  ^"^^^  chronic  inflammations, 

nia  every  six  tours.    She  has  been  under  a  f"^  ^''?^'  ""^  ?°  indolent  kind,  indicates 

course  of  the  medicine  during  seven  weeks,  **?  "*^i  .\?  «>me  fewcases,  for  the  svmptoms 

beginning,  originaUy,  with >rty  drops!  ^l^J^'^llf!  V^.^.^'^il^tT!^  t^l 


ing,  in  a  verrobstinato  and  perpleVing  «.  «P«tAc,  but  on  ^e  general  pnnciples 

caL,  tke  effect  at  ei«ry  other  vari^Zthod  #  »'^?^.«  ^^l"^*  I  contend  that  the  cases  re- 

treatment f*    T&e more  immediate  object  in  q"»"ng>t  are  but  few;   a  very  large  pro- 

my  view,  when  ciUng  this  case,  is  the  per-  PorUon  of  venereal  diseases  can  be  as  well 

feet  illustration  it  affords  of  the  absolute  >^  "°*  ,^"*^'»  cured  without  mercury,  and 

influence  of  strychnia  on  the  brain,  as  <:^^^^y.^;^  ^J^h*  because  the  risk  is  not 

well  as  on  the  s/inal  marrow ;  for  the  for-  i'^curred  of  producing  the  truly  melancholv 

mer    has    unifomly   preceded,  and  has,  f^L"^^,!7?'''*l»  '"^  ?*"'/  cons  itutions,  fof- 

sometimes,  even  not^bcen  succeeded  by  the  low   the  treatment  of  syphilis  with   tins 

specific  manifestaUons  of  the  latter  species  ^"^!^-      \  ^Vj'L  "^.'  ""*"'  '°  i.''"'?i!"^ 

ofinfluence.                                         ^  symptoms,  should  be  given  up  altogether, 

at  least  until  there  appears  some  indica- 

With  regard  to  the  mode  of  employing  tion  for  its  employment    It  cannot  now 


I 
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be  maintained  that  a  chancre  is  cured  one  prove  the  superior  efficaj^  of  mercury- 
day  sooner  where  mercury  is  given,  llian  as  a  remedy  for  it.  Mr.  T.  says — 
where  it  is  not;  as  far  as  any  comparison  **  I  have  thus  presented  to  the  society 
of  evidence  goes,  it  would  appear  that  ^  variety  of  cases,  in  proof  of  the  pecu- 
these  sores  are  sooner  cured  where  mer-  jj^  effect  of  mercury  in  an  affection  al- 
cury  IS  not  given.      If  this  be  true,  we  i^^^j  ^^  ^e  of  the  most  dangerous  cha- 

fil^nr'lhi  iS  o?iXL^a  ™^i'nr4  ^^^^'     The  cases  have  bein  selected 

incur  tne  nsK  ox  inlliGting  a  severe  iniurv     #.        ^     .  .  u*.!* 

on  the  patient,  as  every  piactical  surgeon  5^°>  amongst  a  ^reat  number,  to  eluci- 

knows  weU,  that  chancres  do,  sometimes,  date  Darticular  views  advanced  in  the 

assume   a   gangrenous    and   phagedenic  remarks.     That  there  is  no  remedy  yet 

character  under  the  mereurial  irritation,  known  equal  to  mercury,  in  the  cure  of 

occasionally  ending  in  the  loss  of  a  por-  this  disease,  I  think  must  be  admitted ; 

tion,  or  the  whole,  of  the  penis,  before  the  and  as  it  ma^  be  employed  in  all  stages 

destructive  processes  can  be  arrested.   The  of  the  affection,  without  the  slicrhtest 

only  intention  with  which  merouxy  can  be  danger,  it  is  one  deserving  of  farther 

given,  in  this  stage  of  the  disease,  is  to  confidence   than    it  has    yet  received, 

prevent  the  inti-oduction  of  the  venereal  Respecting  the  exhibition  of  mercury,  I 

poison  into  the  sjjtem.    But^  has  mercury  can  state,  from  the  extensive  empWy- 

a'To'^^S^trv'er^^^^^  --t  of  i,  that  I  have  never  witi  Jd 

mostfuULndefficient  mereurial  treatment,  any  affection  of  the  booes,  &c.  produced 

proves  that  it  has  no  such  power.    It  is  JJ  »*.  ""Jess  the  system  had  l)een  af- 

too  well  known,  that  if  mereury  succeeds  fected  with  the   venereal  disease  pre- 

once  in  preventing  secondary  symptoms,  viously ;  and    I   cannot  resist,  in  this 

it  fails  altogether,  in  too  many  instances,  olace,  offering  the  meed  of  praise  to  Dr. 

to  allow  us  to  place  reliance  on  it  as  a  pre-  Musgrave,  for  being  the  promulgator  of 

ventive  of  constitutional  symptoms.    It  is  so  vuuable  a  fact." 
certain  that  secondary  symptoms  occur 

whether  mereunr   be  given  or  not;  but  Coie  of  Lithotomy  by  the  Rectum; 

whether  they  follow  more  frequently  in  the  ^^  m^.  Dawson,  Surgeon  to  the  Liver- 

one  ca«  or  the  other,  is,  as  yet,  entirely  ^i  infinnary,  &c. 

undecided."  ^  ^^.^  ^^  -^^^   g,,^,|    ,        ^^^^^   ^^^ 

In  iritis  alone,   when  it  occurs  as  a  reader  in  a  very  slightly  aoridged  form, 

secondary  symptom,  is  mercury  indis-  «  ^^^^  ^ox,  ncarlv  three  yean  and  a 

pensable,— not,  however,  as  the  author  h^if  old^  of  diminutiVe  form  and  sickly 

takes  care  to  add,  as  an  antidote  to  any  aspect,  was  admitted  into  the  Liverpool 

venereal  virus,  but  to  arrest  the  effects  Infirmary  in  January  1832. 

of  inflammation  in  the  eye;  and,  says  *<  The  hiatoiy  of  this  child^s  sufferings, 

Dr.  Green,  in  conclusion — *'  While  I  during  the  past  six  months,  was  detailed 

have  endeavoured   to  prove  that  mer-  by  his  father ;  and  it  was  sufiiciently  dis- 

cury   is    not   a    specif    for    syphilis,  tressing  to  lead  to  the  belief  of  the  pre- 

I  admit,  to  the  fullest  extent,  ite  value  ««nce  of  a  stone  in  the  bladder.    After  a 

in    the    treatment    of   other    diseases,  few  days  of  repose,  U»  sound  was  passed, 

Those  only  who  have  tried  this  power-  ^^  "«  ^^^^^^^  ^'^l^,  *J«"^  i?!^^J 

ful  remedy  in  inflammations  of  thi  head,  ^he  ureAm  J^,"  .5;°"^  to 

1     ^        *^  1. 1             ......      ,       . '  very  narrow,  admitting  witn  dimculty  the 

chest,  or  abdomen    in  mtis,  m  chronic  ^^^^^  instrument    The  bony  oudet  of 

enlargemenU  of  the  testicle,  &c.,  or  as  tj^^  pei^ig  was  deformed;  the  space  left 

a  discutient,  wherever  thickeniuflr  or  m-  between  the  coigoined  pubic  and  ischiatic 

duration  is  to  be  removed,  can  be  fully  branches  being  narrowed  to  a  degree  I 

aware  of  its  value.     I  think  the  better  had  never  before  witnessed ;  this  space,  by 

we  become  acquainted  with  the  effects  admeasurement,  not  exceeding  one-third 

of  mercury,  the  more  shall  we  resort  to  of  an  inch ;  the  course  of  these  branches, 

it  in  other  complaints,  the  less  so  in  ve-  to  within  one  quarter  of  an  inch  in  front 

nereal  diseases.^'  o'  t^«  anus,  was  nearly  parallel ;  from  this 

In  an  elaborate  paper   On  Chronic  P*'"*'  *»*«  ^^he  tuberosities  their  diver- 

Peritoneal  Inflammitiln,  and  its  Treats  gf"^'  '^•f  »^™P*'  ^«*™fl^  "»P*«  "P«*  ^^^ 

ment,  by  Mr.  E   Thomson,  of  White-  *^?.1J^o™Tiausea,  and  complete  prostra- 

haven,  we  have  the  opinions  of  all  the  ^^^  of  strength,  were  the  immediate  result 

most  eminent  ancient  and  modem  au-  ^f  this  search,  as,  indeed,  they  were  of 

tbonties   on    the    complaint ;    together  every  subsequent  one.    It  is  scarcely  re- 

with  the  experience  of  the  author  set  quisite  to  state,  that  these  examinations 

forth  in  a  series  of  cases,  tending  to  were  invariably  conducted  with^  all  due 
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care  and  gentleness,  or  that  sufficiently  fectly  formed    and   compressed    prostate 

protracted  intervals  of  repose  were  always  gland,  I  might  be  enabled  to  approach  the 

allowed  for  the  purpose.  stone,  but  it  would  be  almost  impossible 

*<  The  act  of  passing  his  urine  was  sue.  to  extract  it,  without  inflicting  a  degree  of 

ceeded  by  a  state  of  weakness  bordering  injury  on  that  gland,  and  on  its  important 

on  syncope,  by  the  eversion  of  the  lining  connexions,  that  appeared  to  me  to  be  un- 

membrane  of   the    rectum,    and  by  the  warrantable.    And  then,  with  the  difision 

escape  of  its  contents.  upwards  (according  to  M.  Sanson's  me- 

*'  After  remaining  in  the  infirmaiy  for  a  thod),  of  the  fibres  of  the  sphincter  ani,  of 
few  weeks,  during  which  period  the  search  a  portion  of  the  anterior  wall  of  the  rec- 
for  a  foreign  body  was  renewed,  but  in  turn,  of  the  prostate  gland,  and  of  the  neck 
Tain,  he  was  sent  nonie  to  his  parents,  in  of  the  bladder  itself,  I  feared  there  must 
the  hope  that,  by  their  soothing  attentions,  be  associated  the  hazard,  not  only  of  form- 
bis  general  health,  which  was  by  no  means  ing  a  permanent  communication  between 
in  a  satisfactory  state,  might  be  improved,  the  bladder  and  the  rectum,  but  also  that 
and  in  the  expectation,  also,  that  a  little  of  a  loss  of  power  in  the  sphincter  ani ; 
further  delay  might  unfold,  and  thence  and,  lastly,  of  dangerous  iniiltration .  of 
enable  me  to  detect,  some  tangible,  or,  at  urine. 

least,  some  intelligible,  cause  for  his  hi-  ''  It  was  manifest  that,  in  approaching 

therto  unmitigated  sufferings.    On  his  re-  the  concretion  by  this  route,  nothing  need 

turn,  however,  in  five  months  aflerwards,  be  divided  but  the  anterior  wall  of  the 

he  was  in  no  respect  improved.  rectum,  along  with  the  lower  fundus  of  the 

''  His    mother  had  entirely  neglected  bladder  lying  in  contact  with  it :  the  divi. 

him ;  she  had  allowed  the  anus  to  remain  sion  of  these  investments  might  be  made 

in  a  state  of  prolapse  nearly  all  this  time,  exactly  in  the  median  line,  and  to  a  li- 

so  that  the  exposea  mucous  membrane  had  mited  extent,  so  as  to  leave,  untouched, 

acquired  a  deep  purple  tint,  was  beset  with  the  sphincter  ani  in  front;  the  undeve- 

excoriations    and    ulcerations,    and    pre-  loped  vesicule,  and  the  terminations  of  the 

sented,  altogether,  a  very  menacing  ap-  vasa  deferentia  on  each  side;  and,  I  did 

pearance.  venture  to  hope,  the  important  fold  of  the 

**  Some  pause  was  necessaiy,  in  order  peritoneum,  should  it  also  happen  to  foim 

to  bring  the  part  into  a  condition  to  bear  a  part  of  the  posterior  face  of  tne  sac.  The 

any  future  exploration.  misery  resulting  from  a  permanent  com- 

"  Taking  advantage  of  a  tranquil  state  munication    between    the    two    outlets, 

of  the  rectum,  I  passed  the  finger,  when  seemed,  in  every  way,  unavoidable.    But 

its  point  was  abruptly  met,  about  half  an  the  grave  anatomical  objection  remained, 

inch  within  (or  beyond)  the  fibres  of  the  viz.  how  near  to  the  base  of  the  prostate 

sphincter  ani,  by  a  bulging  downwards,  in  gland  might  the  reflected  fold  of  the  perito- 

a  pouch'like  form,  of  the  upper  wall  of  the  neum  advance?  since,  on  the  possibility, 

rectum,  through  which  membrane  could  or  otherwise,  of  its  avoidance,  the  safety 

be  felt,  but  not  very  distinctly,  the  outline  or  danger  of  my  patient  depended, 

of  a  solid,  and  hence,  probably,  a  foreign  **  My  colleagues,   indeed,  with    their 

body,  of  about  the  size  of  a  large  Spanish  wonted  kindness,  endeavoured  to  assure 

olive,  which  appeared  to  be  firmly  seated  me  that  my  apprehensions  of  danger,  from 

in  its  novel  situation.  this  quarter,  would  prove  to  be  ground- 

"  The  bladder  i^-as  forthwith  sounded,  less ;  it  was  a  possible  contingency,  cer- 

when  the   instrument    struck   against  a  tainly,  that,  in  the  event  of  this  important 

stone.   The  foreign  body  sustained  by,  and  fold   of  the    peritoneum    being  a  ragged 

felt  through,  the  medium  of  the  anterior  down  so  far  as  to  be  implicated  in  the  for- 

wall  of  the  rectum,  was  hence  satisfacto*  mation  of  the  posterior  boundary  wall  of 

rily  identified  with  the  calculus  just  de.  the  sac,  still  all  communication  with  the 

tected  in  the  bladder.    Here,  then,  was  an  abdominal  cavity  might  be  closed,  by  the 

instance  of  sacculated  stone.    It  is  useless  adhesion  of  its  contisuous  surfaces;  or  by 

to  inquire  whether  the  pouch  was  a  conge-  the  interposition  of  plastic  lymph,  so  that, 

nital  or  an   accidental  formation.     One  should  its  division  be  unavoidable,  the 

thing  seemed  to  be  certain,  viz.  that  owing  danger  of  opening  a  way  into  the  serous 

to  the  extreme  narrowness  of  the  bony  out-  membrane  might  not  be  the  result :  and, 

let,  the  calculus  was  inaccessible  by  the  lastly,  I  was   repeatedly  reminded,  that 

usual  lateral  operation ;  indeed,  I  feared,  children   bear    these    things  wonderfully 

at  one  time,  it  might  be  so  by  any  other  well.     I  determined,  therefore,  to  operate, 

route.  whenever  he  should  be  brought  into  a  state 

"  By  the  division,  in  a  semi -lunar  form,  of  health  that  would  justify  such  a  proc6- 

of  the  structures  lying  in  front  of  thu  anus  dure :  his  present  weak  and  irritable  con- 

~-that  iH,  with  the  concavity  of  the  inci-  dition,  however,  forbade  any  immediate 

sion  looking  downwards,  and  by  a  corrp-  operative  measures, 

sponding  bilateral  section  of  the  imper^  **  The  agony  he  suffered  in  passing  his 
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urine,  was  estimated  by  the  cold  sweat,  turned  upwards,  and  a  decided  cut  made, 

and  by  the  paleness  of  countenance  that  by  drawing  the  instrument  from  behind, 

always  accompanied  this  act,  which  might  forwards,  in  the  median  line,  through  the 

be  termed  the  <'  paroxysm  of  expulsion."  walls  of  the  pouch,  and  up  to  the  stone, 

He  was  not  very  likely  to  recover  his  on  the  hard  surface  of  which  the  edge  of 

health  under   these    distressing    circnm-  the  lancet  was  distinctly  felt  to  grate, 

stances,  and  every  form  of  narcotic  re-  ''I  may  mention,  that  the  back  part  of 

medy  was  unsparingly,  but  unarailingly,  the  blade  of  the  instrument  was  blunted, 

administered.    At  length,  a  Tery  simple  which  allowed  the  point  of  the  finger  to 

remedy  was  found   to  answer,   viz.  the  project  beyond  it,  and  which  was  thus  at 

introduction,  at    stated    intervals,  of  an  liberty  to  direct,  as  well  as  to  execute,  the 

elastic  gum  catheter,  which  had  been  pre-  intended  incision.    After  pausing  a  few 

pared  so  as  to  retain  a  permanent  curve,  moments,  to  allow  time  for  the  retraction 

without  the  wire,  and  which  was  always  of  the  divided  structures,  the  finger  was 

thus  used.    His  nurse  became  so  expert  in  again  passed,  when  the  calculus  was  felt 

the  employment  of  the  instrument,  that  to  be  entangled  among  a  mesh  of  elastic 

no  other  aid  was  ever  required.    From  fibres;    hence    a  second  section   became 

this  moment  pain  and  spasm  ceased,  as  far  necessary,  in  effecting  which  the  speculum 

as  the  expulsion  of  urine  was  concerned,  was  employed. 

and  they  never  afterwards  returned.  ''  The  calculus  was  now  found  seated 

**  My  attention    was  now  directed  to  in  the  upper  or  vesical  region  of  the  sac, 

prepare  the  rectum  for  the  presence  of  whence,  having   been    displaced   by  the 

a  new  and  exasperating  secretion ;  which  finger,  it  fell  into  the  rectum,  from  among 

was  likely  to  be  a  work  of  time  and  of  the  valvular  folds  of  which,  after  eluding 

difficulty.     I  did  not  apprehend  any  serious  the  attempt  once  or  twice,  it  was  finally 

inconvenience  would  result  At>m  the  re-  withdrawn  by  the  help  of  Pellier's  double 

flux  of  the  urine,  along  with  the  faeces,  silver  wire,  which  served  the  purpose  of 

Into  the  bladder.  scoop  and  lever.    No  blood  was  lost.    The 

**  Every  variety  of  astringent,  and  of  operation  lasted  nearly  five  minutes, 

sedative  injection,  was  used,  but  each  was  *'  The  calculus  was  found  to  be  much 

abandoned,  in  its  turn,  as  worse  than  use-  smaller  than  we  had  been  led  to  expect. 

less.     At  last,  the  injection  of  cold  water  I  have  omitted  to  state  that,  during  the 

alone  was  found  to  fmfil  every  indication;  operation,  a  quantity  of  hardened  or  dried 

it  appeared  to  soothe  the  mucous  membrane  mucus  escaped,    along    with    the  faeces, 

better  than  any  thing  else.    Twice  every  through  the  sphincter  ani ;  it  resembled,  in 

twenty-four  hours  the  rectum  was  filled  form,  the  peeled  skin  of  a  small  apple, 

with  it,  and  the  decided  comfort  the  child  and  it  struck  us  at  the  moment  that  this 

experienced  was  very  soon  made  evident  substance  might  have  been  coiled  round 

m  his  improved  appearance.    The  bowel,  the  lower  moiety  of-  the  concretion,  some- 

in  losing  its  irritability,  entirely  recovered  thing  after  the  manner  of  the  eup  of  the 

its  healthful  tone  and  ninction,  and,  among  acorn,  and  might,  in  this  way,  have  added 

other  beneficial  results,  he  got  rid  of  a  chro.  to  its  apparent  magnitude, 

nic  diarrhcea,  to  which  he  had  been  liable.  ^  The  child  passed  two  liquid  stools  on 

**  In  the  space  of  a  few  months  he  had  the  day  of  the  operation,  in  each  of  which 

become  stout,  florid,  and  cheerful,  and  a  clot  of  blood  was  found,  equal  in  quan- 

was,  in  fact,  in  more  robust  health  than  tity  to  about  two  drachms;    He  passed  a 

he    had  ever  before  been.     Weeks   and  very  tranquil  night.    During  the  four  suc- 

months  were  idlowed  thus  to  pass  away,  ceeding  days    the  evacuations    from  the 

the  child  seeming  too  happy  to  be  dis-  rectum  were    chiefly  made  up  of  urine, 

turbed,  and  I  was  in  no  haste  to  interfere  About  this  period  of  the  after-treatment,, 

with  the  comforts  he  was  now  enjoying.  *  Clot  Bey '  visited  our  infirmary ;  he  ex 

Indeed,  could  the  sane  degree  of  attention  pressed  great  interest  about  the  child,  but 

have  been  afforded  him  in  all'  future  time,  he  gave  me  no  hope  whatever  of  the  ulti- 

the  question  might  have  arisen,  whether  mate  closure  of  the  communication  be« 

any  operation  at  idl  was  justifiable  ?    But  tween  the    two    outlets.    A    very  slight 

of  this  there  was  no  chance,  and  the  ope-  deg^ree  of  tenderness  was  detected,  on  pres- 

ration  was  undertaken  in  January,  1833.  sure,  at  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  on 

"  The  aperaiion. — He  was  bound  by  no  the  second  day  after  the  operation ;  but 

ligatures.    The  nurse  supported  him  on  this    was    very   promptly    and    properly 

a  pillow  on  her  lap,  in  the  usual  position,  treated  by  the  house-surgeon,  Mr.  Simon, 

A  gum-lancet,  having  its  anterior  edge  and  no  more  was  heard  of  it  afterwards, 

rounded  and  very  keen,  was  laid  flat  on  On  each  succeeding  day  two  liquid  mo- 

the  finger,  which,  thus  armed  and  oiled,  tibns  were  passed,  the  urinous  admixture 

was  introduced  through  the  anus,  so  as  to  being  always   perceptible  in  them ;   the 

reach  a  point  a  short  distance  beyond  the  anus,    however,   remained  free  from  tho 

lecto-vesical  pouchy  when  its  edge  was  slightest  appearance  of  excoriation. 
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**  And  now  was  experienced  the  benefit  sion  to  state  so  decidedly  our  views,  in 

of  Uie  sphincter  ani.    The  control  exer.  ^  manner  any  tbiu^  but  coincident  with 

cised  by  the  fibres  of  that  muscle  kept  him  .  f,      -*«.,, 

clean  and  dry.     It  was  only  when  the  ^ose  emanating  from  Bristol. 

desire  to  empty  the  bowel  came  on  with        The  chief  point   concerned    in   this 

too  much  suddenness  and  urgency  to  allow  ^^^^  discussion    is,  as  our  corrcspon- 

time  for  the  bed-pan  to  be  placed  under  ,     ^     ,  •!      ti 

him,  that  his  bedclothes  or  body-linen  dent  obsenres,  now  considerably  nar- 

were  at  all  stained  by  the  excretions.  rowed.     It  no  longer  relates  to  the  com- 

"  On  the  tenth  "day  from  that  of  the  parative    excellence  of  the    education 

operation,    to  my  surprise  and  delight,  *^,.,-  i.i.j     .  i.. 

I  found  he  had  passed  his  urine,  to  the  w«"ch  the  naedical  student  may  obtain 

amount  of  four  ounces,  in  a  full  stream  at  the  provincial  schools ;  but  whether 

through  the  penis;  it  was  voided  without  something   considerably    adirauUgeous 
pain,  or  straining,  or  spasm.    After  this  *?       jjj..lxj       .'       ^ 

no  urine  was  ever  detected  in  the  era-  ™ay  not  be  added  to  that  education,  by 

cuations.  the  rule  that  the  provincial  student,  be* 
«  The  calculus,  twenty-four  hours  after  ^^^  y^^  ^j^^j,  y^  ^^jj  qualified  for  enter- 
ex  traction,     and    spontaneously     dned,  .  .      i^i.      i  .       .  .      ■ 
weighed  just  sixty  grains.    A  few  par-  "ig  on  practice,  is  obliged  to  visit  the 

tides  had  been  separated  in  the  operation,  metropolis,  and  become  an  attendant  at 

It  consisted,  externally^of  ammoniaco-  ^^^  ^^  ^^    London   hospitels  for  at 
magnesian-phosphate.    The  internal  part,  111. 

when    seen,   consisted   of  phosphate    of  least  six  months ;  or,  on  the  other  hand, 

lime."  whether  this  *'  obnoxious"  rule  ought  not 

There  still  remain  some  interesting  ^o  be  dispensed  with  by  the  Royal  Col- 
papers  in  the  volume  well  worthy  of  lege  of  Surgeons.  Why  the  rule  in 
being  noticed,  and  to  which  we  must  question  should  be  termed  "  obnoxious," 
revert  when  we  have  a  little  more  room  ^y    a    certain    number    of    provincial 

—perhaps  next  week.  ^"^    ,         .  _.•    1      1      !•.        « 

'^        '^  teachers  m   a  particular  locality,  who 


are  evidently  disposed  to  look  upon  their 
own  establishment  as  all  in  all,  it  is  not 
MEDICAL  GAZETTE.        ^ery  difficult  to  conceive;  but  it  is  ex- 

Saturday,  June  28, 1834.  ^^f^  fSr^tifying  that  such  limited 

^  views  by  no  means  pervade  all  those  emi- 

nent  teachers  in  the  provinces  who  have 

publicum  »u,  dicendi  periculam  non  recuto.*'  an    esprit  de  corps ^    as    their  Bristol 

_____  Cicsao.       brethren.    Nay,  some  of  them  have  come 

forward,  as  our  readen  are  aware,  and 
EDUCATION  IN  THE  PROVINCES.    y,„^  ^^^  ft^j^  .^j  g^jj,  t^.j,  j;,. 

Although  the  Memorial  of  the  Bristol  sent  from  the  provincial  perfectibility* 
Surgeons  may  seem  to  have  been  com-  doctrine ;  while  others,  we  happen  to 
pletely  answered  by  the  several  protests  know,  fully  participate  in  the  same  feel- 
of  their  brethren  of  Birmingham,  Win-  ing,— approving  highly  the  sentiments 
Chester,  and  Bath,  we  yet  may  be  per-  so  well  expressed  by  the  surgeons  of 
mitted  to  add  a  few  remarks  to  those  al-  Winchester,  Birmingham,  and  Bath, 
ready  offered  by  ourselves ;  and  this  we  yet  deeming  it  not  necessary  to  come  be- 
rather  feel  called  upon  to  do,  in  conse-  fore  the  public  medico-politically,  in  de- 
quence  of  a  letter  in  our  present  number  fence  of  what  they  consider  to  be  almost 
from  a  correspondent  who  belongs  to  the  a  self-evident  proposition.  If  the  Bristol 
Bristol  party.  It  certainly  argues  in  surgeons  do  not  know  this  already,  we 
him  and  bis  colleagues  a  degree  of  fair-  take  the  present  opportunity  of  inform- 
ness  which  is  not  a  little  honourable  to  ing  them  of  it ;  and  we  strongly  recom- 
them,  especially  as  we  have  had  occa-  mend  them  not  to  reckon  on  the  acqui- 
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sidon  of  support  from  many  of  those  to  of  the  influence  of  provincial  and  ex- 
whom  tfaej  sent  their  circular,  nor  to  elusive  habits.  Who  but  those  who 
imagine  that  silence  gives  consent  where  think  there  is  perfectibilitj,  if  not  ah- 
the  parties  merely  do  not  think  it  neces-  solute  perfection,  in  their  own  necessa- 
sary  to  reply.  rily  limited  sphere,  would  endeavour 
We  have  ourselves,  indeed,  some  he-  to  maintain  that  material  benefit  would 
sitation  in  seriously  resuming  the  not  arise,  in  many  respects,  from  enter- 
subject,  for  much  the  same  reason;  ing  as  largely  as  possible  into  the 
for  when  we  come  to  consider  what  world,  and  from  using  the  metropolis 
is  precisely  the  matter  in  dispute,  as  the  most  desirable,  as  it  is  decidedly 
we  cannot  be  persuaded  that  it  re-  the  most  practicable,  resource  for  such 
quires  many  words.  It  would  be  very  a  purpose  ?  The  g^entleman  who  writes 
easy,  no  doubt,  to  adopt  a  complex  or  from  Bristol  in  our  present  number, 
wilfully-confused  consideration  of  the  seems,  in  some  measure,  aware  of  this, 
subject,  and  to  run  on  interminably  upon  but,  curiously  enough,  he  advocates 
it:  we  might  trace  the  history  of  County  foreign  capitals  in  preference  to  Lon- 
Infirmaries,  and  the'  schools  so  recently  don  ;  thus  involving  himself,  as  it 
got  up  in  connexion  with  them ;  we  might  would  seem,  in  no  small  self-contra- 
pay  abundance  of  compliments  to  the  pro-  diction.  He  admits  that  there  is  room 
jectors  of  those  establishments ;  while  we  for  some  accession  to  be  made  to  the 
should  not  forget  the  obligations  of  most  stock  of  information  laid  in  at  provin^ 
of  these  gentlemen  to  the  London  schools;  cial  schools ;  but  he  thinks  that  the  stu- 
and  we  might  further  shew  the  present  dent  must  either  go  abroad  for  that  ac- 
high  degree  of  importance  of  the  schools  cession  or  not  stir  from  home;  if  he 
in  the  provinces,  and  how  much  their  •  cannot  afford  to  visit  foreign  countriesi 
ultimate  perfection  depends  on  their  he  should  be  content  with  what  he  can 
union  with  those  in  London.  By  such  acquire  in  the  provinces ;  but,  at  all 
a  circuitous  route,  we  might  contrive  to  events,  to  London  he  ought  not  to  go— - 
be  very  voluminous  and  complimentary;  because  it  is  needless;  for  whatever  is 
but  we  are  no  lovers  of  verbiage ;  and  known  in  London  immediately  be- 
we  are,  moreover,  much  inclined  to  comes  known  in  the  provinces,  through 
think  that  on  the  present  occasion  the  the  press  and  the  facilities  of  personal 
less  we  indulge  in  digressions  the  better,  communication  and  correspondence! 
The  question  simply  is,  whether,  with  all  We  are  most  ready  to  acknowledge  that 
the  advantage  that  provincial  education  the  greatest  facilities  are  afforded  for 
can  afford,  much  might  not  be  gained  the  transmission  of  information,  profes- 
by  the  regulation  that  the  student  sional  and  otherwise,  in  this  country ; 
should  resort  to  the  metropolis  for  his  but  who  does  not  allow  that  informa- 
final  discipline  ? — whether,  in  fact,  it  is  tion,  of  a  professional  or  practical  na- 
not  desirable  that  the  young  medical  ture,  obtained  in  such  a  way,  has  but  a 
man,  before  he  settles  down  to  prac-  secondary  efficacy— MyniiM  irritai  ani- 
tise,  should  be  obliged  to  visit  London,  fiio«  — while  that  procured  by  actual 
and  see  how  professional  matters  are  personal  intercourse— at  a  period  of  life, 
conducted  here  ?  too,  when  so  much  depends  on  vivid  ex- 
No  w,  the  very  reasons  which  are  ad-  temal  impressions^is  possessied  of  a 
vanced  by  the  localists  against  this  ar-  much  higher  and  more  enduring  value  ? 
rangement,  tell,  as  it  seems  to  us.  How  much  is  what  we  have  been  only  in 
potently  in  its  favour;  for  they  savour  thehabitof  learn  ing  by  our  ears,  or  from 
strongly  (without  offence  be  it  spoken)  our  books,   enhanced   by  personal  ac- 


458  EDUCATION  IN  THE  PROVINCES. 

quaiutance  with  the  eminent  individuals  quires  to  be  informed  that  there  is  no 

and   the  scenes  described !  how  many  such  regulation  enjoined  by  the  College 

errors  are  remoyed  !-»how  many  new  of  Surgeons  as  that  of  "  walking'"  the 

ideas  gained !    And,  if  foreign  scenes  hospitals,  in   its  degraded  sense.    The 

are  inaccessible,  as  thej  must  always  College    requires  hospital    attendance, 

be  to  the  great  majority  of  young  medi-  and  presumes  that  the  spirit  of  its  re- 

cal  men,  with  what  show  of  reason  or  ^ulation    shall    be  honestly   complied 

justice  is  London  proscribed-^admitted,  with  ;  and  objectors  only  debase  them- 

as  it  is,  to  be  the  grand  centre  of  the  selves   by  appealing   to   the  abuse   of 

intellectual  wealth  of  the  empire  ?     In-  a  wholesome  measure  as  an  arg^ument 

deed,  Mr.  Fripp  himself  tacitly  admits  against  its  utility, 
it,  when  he  maintains  that  all  the  new        The  objections  of  'Mr.  Fripp  and  his 

improvements   are    now  nearly  simul-  colleagues  to  the  arrangement  in  ques. 

taneous  here  and  in  the  country  parts,  tion,  on  the  score  of  its  expense^  are  so 

owing  to  the  rapidity  and  facility  of  our  happily  dealt  with  by  the  surgeons  of 

means  of  transmitting  intelligence.  Yet  the  Bath   United  Hospital,  that  we  do 

though  he  thus  concedes  to  us  priority  not  conceive  it  necessary  to  touch  ng^in 

of  information,  and  an  earlier  acquaint-  on  that  point,  the  more  especially  as  we 

ance  with  improvements  in  practice,  he  have  already  given  our  opinion  upon  it 

is  opposed  to  the  idea  of  the  students  But  we  must  not  omit  to  notice  another 

coming  closer  to  the  fountain  head !  part  oi  our  correspondent's  letter.    From 

Had  the   College    in    London    pre-  our  remarks  on  the  desirableness  of  a' 

scribed  a  foreign  course-^as  Mr.  Fripp  variety  of  medical  instruction,  Mr.  Fripp 

hints  that  they  might  more  prudently  has  contrived  to  draw  rather  an  inge- 
have  done — ^it  is  easy  to  conceive  what*  nious  inference.     He  says,  that,  oonsis- 

an    outcry    would    have    been    raised  tently  with  our  position,  the  London 

against  them:  but,  in  our  judgment,  pupil  ought  to  be  sent  to  glean  informa- 

they  adopted  a  wiser  course,  in  enjoin-  tion  at  the  provincial  hospitals.    If  Mr. 

ingtotheprovincialstudenta  residence  of  F.  is  serious,  we  can  only  say,  that  he 

a  certain  duration  in  the  metropolis,  as  an  has  oddly  misunderstood  us,  in  suppos- 

alternative :  and  surely,  in  limiting*  the  ing  that  we  could  for  a  moment  recom- 

period  of  that  residence  to  six  months,  as  mend  other  than  a  variety  of  equally 

reasonable  an  arrangement  was  effected  ffood^  if  not  tuperiovy  instruction  ;  and 

as  could  with  moderation  be   desired,  nobody,  we  will  add,  but  a  thorough 

Some  standard  was  necessary — some  in-  provincial,  would  pretend  that  London 

junction.     It  could  not  be  left  to  the  dis-  has  not  advantages  of  various  kinds, 

cretion  of  the  youthful  aspirants  them-  which  the  provinces  can  never  afford, 

selves,    nor,  perhaps,   to    the  matured  This,  however,  is  not  the  only  fault  we 

wisdom  of  their  provincial  instructors ;  have  to  find  with  Mr.  Fripp's  mode  of 

so  they  took  what  we  fancy  the  g^ene-  sustaining  his  argument :   he  talks  of 

rality  of  impartial  persons  will  agree  the  crowds  and  jostling  in  our  Itfrge 

with  us  in  considering  the  most  prudent  hospitals— of  the  inferior  appointments 

course.    We  observe  that  the  opponents  in  our  smaller  ones ;  and,  in  short,  it  is 

of  the  College,  on  this  head,  are  fond  of  difficult  to  say  what  he  approves  of  in 

laying  stress  on  the  term  walking  the  our  metropolitan  arrangements.      This 

hospitals,  and  the  "  farce"  of  London  may  seem  to  some  people  a  sturdy  mode 

hospital  attendance,  as  Mr.  Fripp  calls  of  maintaining  a  position ;  but  it  is-  not 

it ;  but  they  gain  nothing  by  this  sort  of  quite  graceful,  we  think,  if  it  borders  on 

misrepresentation.    No  medical  man  re-  want  of  information,  or  want  of  candour. 
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The  '*  jostling'*' argument,  for  example,  anxiety  Uf  "repeal  the  union,"  thej 
of  Mr.  Fripp,  seems  to  involve  no  small  shew  a  most  strange  and  unnatural 
mistake ;  for  those  who  are  acquainted  willingness  to  throw  away  the  fairest 
with  our  hospitals  know,  that  the  num.  pearl  in  their  crown— to  abandon  one  of 
her  and  large  size  of  those  establish-  the  best  sources  of  their  professional 
ments,  and  the  distribution  of  the  pupils  fame.  We  cannot,  we  assure  them, 
over  so  wide  a  6eld,  prevents  any  thing  contemplate  without  pity  their  eagerness 
like  that  *'  jostling,"  which  Mr.  F.  so  thus  to  cut  off  all  communication  be- 
fancifully  figures  to  himself.  Nor  does  tween  their  pupils  and  those  of  London ; 
he  seem  to  be  better  informed  with  re-  forgetting  totally  that  in  achieving  this 
gard  to  the  grievous  irregularities  and  mock  independence,  they  would  deprive 
misconduct  which  he  attributes  to  our  their  young  men  not  only  of  those  positive 
metropolitan  hospital  pupils.  It  is  no  professional  advantages,  but  the  moral 
doubt,  to  a  great  extent,  a  question  of  ones  also,  which  London,  above  all  other 
testimony;  but  notwithstanding  our  places,  so  pre-eminently  affords; — we 
correspondent's  serious  insinuations,  we  allude  more  particularly  to  that  certain 
have  very  good  reason  to  believe  that  cure  for  vanity  and  arrogance,  which  is 
the  medical  pupils  of  London  are  as  generally  effected  in  the  conceited  stu- 
well  conducted  as  any  others  in  the  dent  by  a  short  residence  here.  As  to 
world — those  even  of  Bristol  not  ex-  the  intellectual  riches  of  the  capital,  and 
cepted.  the  several  opportunities  which  are  here 
With  the  observations  of  our  corre-  presented  for  improving  and  exalting  the 
spondent  touching  the  propriety  of  se-  faculties  of  aspirants,  it  were  trite  in  us, 
curing  a  good  solid  primary  education,  and  now  tedious,  further  to  dwell  upon 
we  entirely  ag^ree,  as  we  have  already  the  point, 
expressed  ourselves  favourable  to  the  — — 
arrangemente  of  the  Winchester  sur-  DEATH  OF  SIR  GILBERT  BLANE. 
^eons,  who  propose  that  the  extent  and  We  regret  to  announce  the  decease  of 
value  of  the  student's  provincial  acquire-  this  distinguished  veteran,  which  took 
ments  should  be  ascertained  by  an  exa-  place  at  his  house  in  Sackville-Street,  on 
mination  at  the  outset  of  his  career  in  the  morning  of  the  26th.  Sir  Gilbert 
the  metropolis.  But  this  subject  need  ^as  in  his  8dth  vear. 
not  at  present  delay  us.  We  hasten  to 
conclude,  by  observing  that  while  we 

allow  that  numerous  improvements  have  answer 

yet  to  be  made  in  our  system  of  medical  ov  thb 

education,  and  that,  among  other  parts  SURGEONS  of  the  BATH  UNITED 
of  it,  the  mode  of  hospital  attendance  is  HOSPITAL 

susceptible  of  amelioration  in  perhaps  to  tub 

not  a  few  respects,  we  cannot  but  in  the        SURGEONS  OF  THE  BRISTOL 
strongest  manner  set  our  faces  ag-ainst  IRMARY. 

the  stagnation  of  exclusively  local  edu^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^  B^^^  United 

rolion,  advocated  by  particular  parties ;  Hospital,  received,  some  time  ago,  from 

nor  can  we  forbear  from  urging  our  ^^®  surgeons  of  the  Bristol  Infirmary,  a 

T>'Air'jt  -j^iT  A  copy  of  their  Letter  to  the  Chairman  and 

Bruitol  friends  to  reconsider  the  request  piiiamentaiy    Committee    on    Medical 

they  have,  in  our  opinion,  so  immaturely  Education,  recommending  an  alteration  in 

made  in  their  Memorial :  for,  as  it  seems  the  law  of  the  Ro^al  College  of  Surgeons 

,         J     1.A      <  <      11     1     •  in  London,  requinnff  students  to  attend  a 

to  us,--and  we  doubt  not  to  all  who  im-  metropolitin  hospitSl  before  Uicy  be  quali- 

partially  consider  the  subject,— in  their  tied  to  practise. 
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We  did  not,  at  any  time,  entertain  the 
same  opinions  on  this  subject  as  the  sur- 
geons of  the  Bristol  Infirmary,  but  as  there 
was  no  urgent  necessity  for  replying  to 
their  statement,  we  were  unwilling  to  ex- 
press our  dissent  from  gentlemen  with 
whom  we  are  personally  acquainted,  and 
for  whom  we  feel  great  respect.  It  ap- 
pears, however,  that  the  letter  <if  the 
Bristol  surgeons  has  been  communicated  to 
the  surgeons  of  other  provincial  hospitals, 
and  that  the  answers  of  some  of  them 
have  been  published;  we  cannot,  there- 
fore, longer  refrain  from  making  known 
our  sentiments  on  the  propriety  of  per- 
mitting students  to  become  practitioners, 
without  any  attendance  of  a  London  hos- 
pital, lest  our  silence  should  be  construed 
into  an  approval  of  the  system  advocated 
by  the  surgeons  of  the  Bristol  Infirmary. 

*  We  have  received  from  the  surgeons  of 
the  Birmingham  Hospital  a  copy  of  their 
answer  to  the  suj^eons  of  the  Bristol 
InfirmaiT.  This  document  so  ably  ex- 
presses the  opinions  which  we  have  formed 
on  this  subject,  that  we  need  only  state 
that  we  fully  concur  with  the  surgeons  of 
the  Birmingham  Hospital,  that  the  pro- 
vincial medical  schools  have  been  and  are 
of  great  value  to  students,  but  that  they 
do  not  embrace  that  complete  system  of 
professional  education,  and  cannot  possess 
those  opportunities  of  variety  in  practice, 
which  would  justify  the  College  of  Sur- 
geons in  dispensing  with  a  residence  in 
the  metropolis. 

The  objection  to  an  attendance  at  a 
London  Hospital,  on  account  of  its  ex- 
pense, we  deem  utterly  valueless ;  as  we 
cannot  admit  that  economy  ought  to  be 
put  into  competition  with  the  advantage 
which  the  public  would  derive  from  ef- 
ficient practitioners ;  and  we  do  not  con- 
sider that  the  respectability  of  the  profes-  ^ 
sion  would  be  promoted  by  increased  faci- 
lities of  entering  it 

We  are  also  of  opinion  that  the  College 
of  Surgeons  have  shewn  sufficient  libera- 
lity to  the  provincial  schools,  and  that  the 
privileges  which  these  schools  have  ac- 
quired from  the  Apothecaries'  Company 
are  highly  injurious  to  the  College  of  Sur- 
geons, to  the  profession  at  large,  and  to 
the  public. 

(Signed)       George  Norman, 
John  S.  Soden, 
R.  W.  Brown, 
SargeoDs  to  the  Bath  United 
Hosbltal. 

Bath,  June  7,  1884. 

To  Richard  Smith,  Esq.; 
Wm.  Hetling,  Esq. ; 
R.  Lowe,  Esq. ; 
If.  Daniel,  Esq.;  and 
N.  Smith,  Esq. 

Sargeone  to  the  Bristol  Infirmary. 


SUROIGAL  REPORTS 

VHUM  TBS 

LONDON*  DISPENSARY. 

Br  R.  R.  Robinson,  Esq. 
Burgeon  to  that  InBtUutlon. 


Case  I. — Diffutt  Popliteal  AneuriMm  curtd  by 
Ligature — Double  Pneumonia. 

William  Warren,  et.  36,  a  carman,  ad- 
mitted November  6th,  1832.  Perceived 
flying  pains  in  the  joints  three  weeks  ago. 
Which  ultimately  settled  about  the  left 
knee;  a  bandage  was  applied,  without 
benefit.  The  leg  swelled,  and  confined 
him  to  bed.  The  whole  left  limb,  from  the 
trochanter  to  the  toes,  is  enormously  swol- 
len, nearly  double  the  size  of  the  other; 
integuments  generally  white,  but  about 
the  knees,  and  in  the  ham  especially,  they 
are  red ;  the  whole  thigh,  particularly  the 
lower  part,  where  there  is  a  strong  pulsa- 
tion, very  tense  and  hard;  below  the  knee 
the  swelling  is  not  so  tight,  though  con- 
siderable;  the  ankle  oedematous;  little  or 
no  pain,  except  on  motion ;  face  flushed ; 
lips  dry ;  frequent  rigors ;  some  oppression 
at  the  chest,  and  cough,  the  last  few  days; 
mind  wanders  in  the  night,  when  he  is 
generally  restless ;  thirst;  pulse  at  wrist 
frequent,  vibratory,  and  rather  sharp  ; 
slight  hruit  de  mifflet  in  cardiac  region, 
especially  towards  the  led  side ;  rhoncus 
crepitans  throughout  the  anterior  part 
of  right  lung ;  respiration  slightly  mucous, 
but  otherwise  healthy,  throughout  left; 
urine  high  coloured— deposits  a  lateritious 
sediment;  skin  perspiring;  tongue  clean 
and  moist;  bowels  open.  Has  been  taking 
colchicum.   V.  S.  ad  ^xx.   Slight  syncope. 

Cal.gr. v.;  Opii,gr.  i.  statim  dimid.  nocte 
maneque  repetanda ;  Mist  Cath.  Ant. 
2  die ;  Lot.  Plumb,  tepida. 

November  7th. — Crassamentom  bufly, 
but  flat;  some  sleep;  breathing  rather 
short ;  frequent,  dry  cough ;  limb  nee  ftom 
pain ;  foot  more  swelled,  and  csdematous ; 
circumference  of  lower  part  of  left  thigh 
twenty-two  inches;  temperature  95^  I*.; 
pulse  less  vibratory,  easily  compressed,  84 ; 
two  motions ;  skin  hot  His  poverty  com- 
pels him  to  go  into  the  London  Hospital. 

8th. — Was  admitted  under  Mr.  Scott. 
The  limb  was  placed  on  an  inclined 
plane,  and  cal.  gV.  i.,  pulv.  dov.  gr.  iij., 
ordered  every  hour.  Some  sleep;  feels 
easier;  oedema  greatly  diminished ;  tumor 
much  the  same ;  pulsation  evident  to  the 
touch.  A  distinct  thrill,  somewhat  bellows- 
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like,  when  the  ear  is  applied  o?er  the  lower  Case  II. — Diffim  Femoral  Aneurism— Frac- 

part  of  the  rectos  femoris. — Perstet  tured  Neck  of  the  Thigh-bone  {JT^— Hydrocele 

10th.  —  Tumor  harder,  less   pulsatile;  '—Diteased  Bladder  and  Lung$. 

coaguhi    appear    to    he   forming;    more  ^^^^  ^          ^^  ^   ^^i^^^^  ^ 

prominence   ojer   the   internal    condyle,  7th    ^  hydrocele  on  the  left  side.     For 

measurement  the  same;    pneumonia    in  «. '„  „^«,  v„„  ,^„„-o^  „--«oi  o*t«ihtt^«iir 

'rS.^V' ^h^  'fJ^'A.'"'''''^''''''  nPmruriUo^nT^^e^/^^TaU^^^^ 

continues  throughout  the  right  ^^^ ^^^  ^f  ^.^^^^  1,^„^ J    Was  kn(iked 

Vesic.  Stemo;  P.  Ipecac,  gr.  iss.  n.  et  m. ;  down  in  the  street  eleven  weeks  ago ;  con- 
Mist  Salin.  c.  Tr.  Scillaa  3  die.  fined  to  bed  since ;  the  injury  is  seated  on 
,-,^v      T        •      *u                **        xtr  the  left  side.     The  neck  of  the  left  femur 
16th.— Leg  in  the  same  state      Was  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  y^^  fractured,  as  there  is  a 
going    on     remarkably    well    until    two  ^^  roundness  in  the  sitialion  of  the 
days    bwk,  when,  in  being    moved    up  frochanter  major ;  he  is  himself  unable  to 
stairs     he  caught  cold  and  some   fever,  ^^^  ^^^  ^.^    ^    ^^^^„  it  ^^  ^^^    ^ 
which  have  abated  under  salines  and  anti-  ^^^  ^^^^  ^  »^^>  ^j,^^  y^       The  left  thigh 
inony ;   measurement  of  the  limb  rather  ^^^^^  ^  ^^^^  outwaHs ;  it  is  fuU  half 
less;  breathing  free;   cough  nearly  gone ;  ^^  .^^j^  ^j^^^er  than  the  other,  and  the 
pulse  less  vibratory  ;    manner  burned  ;  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  outwards     There  is  red- 
^^^  S  floctitation.  jj^^t  ^„ J  tgngi^^  ^f  ^^he  int^uments 
19th,--Feding    a   sudden    «nap  m  the  covering  the  trochanter,  which  extend  over 
ham    this   afternoon    about  three,  wiUi  ^^^  j^^*^      ^  of  the  abdomen,  and  also 
great  pam,  and  the  tumor  becoming  sud-  ^^^^  ^^^  J^^^or  part  of  the  thigh,  where 
aenly  tjsnse,  thejf moral  artery  was    at  the^  is  an  irregufar,  hard,  pul^ting  tu- 
four  o'clock  secured  by  double  hgature  by  extending  frim  the  lower  part  of  the 
Mr.  Scott,  at  the  usual  ijpot,  on  the  inner  abdominal  muscles  as  far  as  the  apex  of 
edge  ^the  sartonus      The  opemUon  was  ^^  triangle  formed  by  the  sartoriuV  and 
r"«^""!i  "^^  pulsation  m  the  tumor  ^^           ^^  pulsatioVi  in  the  tumor  has 
stopped;  the  tumor  was  less  tense     He  only  existed,  he  says,  four  days;  pain  in 
feltrehef,  and  could  move  the  limb  better,  ^^e  course  of  the  internal  cutaneous  nerve 
28tfi.  —  Fever    returned,  and   copious  ^^  ^j^^  ^^,51,     breathing  exceedingly  short 

^i*^^^\°^"r^ '  ^"♦-  ^^^  ^*'5  *r"  and  mttling ;  a  troublesome  couiK ;  face 

checked  by  salines,  antimony,  and   lau.  congested ; ''^at  prostration  of  strength. 

dannm.      Cough  and   pulmonary  symp-  The*^  iotegliments  of  the  back  are  be|in. 

toms  have  subsided;   limb,  by  measure.  ^.      ^"^^^            f^^  pressure.    Pulse 

ment,  IS  three  inchw  smaller  tiian  before;  ^^^^r  hSrd,  r*Ar;    toigue  clean  and 

quite  warm ;  pulse  less  vibratory.  .  ^^ .  ^^j^  '^j^f                 » 

December  1st.— General  health    much  „  i  «,.     ^    '.        «•  *  o  i«       a   *   * 

improved;    cough  gone;   appetite  good  ;  P- ?•  3j-  "tatim;  Mist  Salin.  Ant  ter 

skin  over  the  tumor  more  flaccid;   tumor  <"®»  *^^^  Plumb, 

less ;  toe  everted  ;  limb  immoveable.  May  9th.— Cough  troublesome ;  breath- 

6th.— Stronger;    ligature  came   away  ing  rattling,  clfieflyfrom  inability  (from 

this  morning ;  more  pain  in  the  tumor  his  position  and  Weakness)  to  expectorate 

(which  is  smaller),  since  a  thunder-storm,  the    mucus ;    respiratory    murmur    loud 

which  occurred  on  the  2d  instant  throughout  the  chest;  aneurismal  tumor 

26th. — ^Tnmor  greatly  diminished;  foot  much  the  same;  pulsations  not  quite  so 

still  everted.    Can  raise  the  limb  himself;  »trong,  75  in  a  minute,  and  intermittent, 

general  health  good.  corresponding  in  number  and  intermission 

February   13th,   1833  —Stronger ;    cir-  ^ith  those  of  the  radial  artery;  no  numb- 

cumference  of  the    limb    only  seventeen  ness  or  coldness  experienced  in  the  foot, 

inches.     Can  stand,  but  cannot  walk.  which  is  the  same  in  temperature  as  the 

March  2d.— Swelling  still  diminished,  other.     On  applying  the  stethoscope  to  the 

Is    up  ;     walks    about    the   ward    with  tumor,  there  is  a  noise  more  like  a  rough 

crutches.  'rhoncus  mucosus,  than  either  a  bellows  or 

June  5th,  1834 — Upon  inquiring  after  a  sawing  sound, 

this  patient  to^ay,  I  was  informed  that  he  j^^     ^ot  et  Mist  Linctus ;  Pil.  SciUas, 

slowly  recovered  the  use  of  his  limb,  and  n  et  m 
resumed  his  work;  but  that  on  the  16th  of 

March  he  complained  of  headache  and  in-  i2th. — ^Tumor  has  extended  above  Pou- 

abUity  to  lie  down ;  that  on  the  23d  of  part's  ligament ;  is  more  elevated,  soft  in 

March  it   was  with   difficulty   he  could  the  centre,  and  acuminated ;  skin  covering 

reach  his  home,  from  extreme  dyspnoea ;  it  very  red,  thin,  and  shining;  pulsations 

and   that  on  the  foUowiuflr  morning  he  as    before.     Slight   cedema    about    both 

died;  his  face   becoming  livid,  and  dis-  ankles;  pain  at  the  inside  of  the  knee  very 

charging  from  his  mouth  a  little   thick  acute  at  times  from  pressure  on  tlie  cuta- 

yellow  fluid.  neoos  nerves;  is  relieved  by  Btanding  op; 
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breathinjr  and  cough  in  the  Bame  state;  strength  has  been  supported  by  light  now. 

palse  intermittent,  feeble;  two  motions;  rishment— decoction    of   bark,  and  acid. 

tonirue  dry  and  brown;  very  resUess.  cucurb.  cruenta  lumbis  ad  Jx.    After  the 

^         ^                    '       "  second  cup  was  applied,  he  felt  (to  use  his 

Tr.  Opii,  gtt  xl.  statim,  et  rep.  gtt.  xx.  ^^^  words)  "as  if  a  load  was  removed 

si  opus  sit.  from  the  kidneys." 

13th.— Seen  by  my  friend,  Mr.    Luke.  Calom.  gr.  iij.;  Elateri,  gr.  j.  alt  au- 

Tumorratiier  on  the  increase.    As  the  only  roris.      Quin.   Sulph.  gr.  i.;    Pulr. 

possible  chance  of  saving  his  life,  it  was  Digitalis,  gr.  ^,    ter  die.      Lot.   Liq. 

proposed  to  tie  the  artery,  but  he  would  Caacis  c.  Spintu  scroto. 

on  no  account  submit;  less  pain  in  the  July 9th.— Easier;  dept better;  l^fT^wt 


'        -      J      .         -  „.«*.^  *™  ~ 3U 

did  not  take  opiates,  as  ordered.  urine,  free  from  blood. 
20th.— Tumor  very  tense,  larger,  and  Repetanlur  omnia. 

more  diffuse ;  -^i'^^^^^'j^^i^  "PP^^^^^  12th.-.Urine  more  free ;  no  blood  since 

very  much  con^X^i  1  mbs  «>ld;  coun-  ^  ^^  j^  ^^U^ 

'^"^r-Ti^^efhu^'i^^^^^^^  His  Bcretum^decidedly^e^^  98;    .kin 

wife  gave  up  tie  ticket  to^^^^^^^  ^^t;  n^-^^-^^^^^^^^^^ 

mistaken  ;  that  he  has  an  abscess  which  ^^  P»n>Je;  face  puffy,  and  slighUy  cede- 

Sight  to  ha^^^        poulticed ;  and  that  an  |?*tous ;  breathing  short ;  cougl^ ;  cannot 

o^mtion  was  only  proposed  by  way  of  ex-  1»«  on  hi.  sid^as  well  "  ^e  ~u^d  5  slight 

lament.    She  further^tated,  she  would  crepitation  about  ^^l.^^^^JJ^'^J'^^^ 

&e  care  he  was  not  touched,  dead  or  alive,  1«°K»  5  ^p^^  "^T^K^^^^Tv^^A 

for  she  would  keep  him  six  months  in  ^^^li^^/^^J^^f^^C^*'  skin  of  leg. 

quicklime.    Upon  my  requesUng  to  know  disposed  to  inflame  at  parts, 
the  result  of  the  case,  she  said  she  would  rcrsieu 

on  no  account  inform  me,  fearing,  T  be-        August  1  Ith.— Integuments  of  legs  ra- 

lieve,  that  I  should  have  him  taken  up,  as  ther  tighter;  they  have  burst  in  one  or 

to  her  knowledge  (though  not  to  mine)  two  places,  and  discharged  serum  copiously, 

some  resurrection-men  resided  near  her.  Less  dyspnoea  and  cough.      Acupunctu- 

ration. 
Case  III.— i<n«urtim  of  the  Abdominal  Aorta,  Repetantur  medicamenta. 

emnmuuicatinghy  two  openingM  with  the  in.         28th.— Stronger ;  copious   discharge   of 

ferior  eava^Gentral  Dropty^Hitmaturm.  gerum  from     the    punctures;    breathing 

Thomas  Wallis,  set.  42,' transferred  from  freer;    bowels  open;  urine  free.      Punc- 

Dr.  A.  Frampton,  July 7th, received  a  hurt  tures  repeated ;  bandages  to  the  legs. 
in  the  back  two  years  and  a  half  ago,  which        September   Hth.  —  Face    rather  more 

be  felt  for  a  few  days,  and  then  got  rid  of;  cedematoas ;  legs  have  diminished  greatly ; 

and  though  he  has  occasionally  felt  pain  a    sloughy    sore  upon  each  shin ;    urine 

there  since,  he  has  done  nothing  for  it  very  high  coloured— deposits  a  red  sedi- 

Five  weeks  ago  he  got  wet  through,  and  ment  on  standing. 

satin  wet  clothes;  felt  diUly  immediately,        October  31st.  —  Continuing  much  the 

and  soon  went  to  bed'.     Not  long  after  hj^  same,  and  not  being  able  to  support  him- 

legs  began  to  swell,  and  have  continued  so  self,  he  went  into  the  London  Hospital, 
ever  since.    Countenance  very  pale,  almost    Calling  accidentally  at  his  residence  to- 

chlorotic ;  scrotum  and  thighs  enormously  day,  I  learnt  that  he  continued  to  mend — 
swelled ;  skin  perfectly  white,  veiy  tense,    that  the  swelling   diminished — that  his 

and  pits  deeply  on  pressure ;    abdomen  breathing  was  better — that  he  was  much 

slightly  tender,  and  rather  full,  as  if  indis-  more  cheerful,  and  appeared  almost  con- 
tinctly  containing  fluid;  vein,  about  abdo-     valescent — when  he  aied  suddenly,    two 
minu  integuments  numerous,  and  vari-     days  ago.    I  obtained  permission  to  ex- 
cose  ;  pulse  quick,  vibratory,  and  slightly    amine  the  body, 
haemorrhagic ;   tongue  clean  and  moist;        DiMsection, — (Ederoaentirelygone.  Lungs 


its 

fortnight  ago  his  urine  was  bloody,  and  and  left  ventricle,  loaded  with  dark  blood, 
has  so  continued.  Bowels  have  been  freely  partly  fluid,  but  chiefly  coagulated,  with 
purged  by  calomel  and    elaterinm;    hi.    some    fibrinous    polvpi.      Aortic    valve. 
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thickened;  iteatomitous deposit  under  the  and  the  dyspnoea  he  complained  of  a  few 

inner  coat,  but  no  dilatation  of  the  tho-  days  previously,  it  is  not  improbable  that 

racic  aorta.    Liver  of  usual  size,  soA  in  an  aneurism  about  the  arch  of  the  aorta 

structure,    nutmeg-like    in    appearance,  also  existed. 

Stomach,  intestines,  ace.    healthy.    Very  The  second  case  is  peculiar,  from  the 

little  fluid  in  the  abdomen.   Upon  holding  complication  of  maladies  under  which  the 


soending  aorta  considerably  dilated,  and  ing,  from  the  way  in  which  it  occurred, 

having  the  lumbar  glands  impacted  in  its  I  haye  no  doubt  that  the  femoral  artery 

substance — someof  them  enlarged,  butnone  (and  probably  many  other  arteries)  was 

of  them  hard.  The  dilatation  began  a  little  in  a  diseased  and  ossified  state;  therefore 

below  the  renal  arteries,   and  extended  the  coats  gave  way  from  the  fall  more 

nearly  to  the  bifurcation.    The  dilatation  readily  than  otherwise  they  would  have 

formed  a  circumscribed  tumor,  as  large  as  done,  and  aneurism  of  the  diffuse  kind 

the  fist,  which  was  strongly  adherent  to  was  the  result 

the  lateral  parts  of  the  spine :  uix>n  sepa-  I  much  regret  that  I  could  not  ascertain 

rating  them,   the  posterior  part  of  the  this  and  other  points  more  accurately  by 

aorta  was  found  to  have  been  entirely  de.  dissection ;  but  his  wife  was  so  msensible 

stroyed,  as  was  also  the  anterior  common  to  all  reasoning,  that  I  could  not  even 

ligament  of  the  spine.    The  bodies  of  the  learn  the  result  of  the  case,  though  he 

vertebrse  in  this  situation, scabrous;  inter-  could  not  have  existed  long  after  I  saw 

Yertebral  cartilages  unaffected.  The  spine,  him  for  the  last  time, — much  less  could 

therefofe,  was  the  posterior  boundary  of  I  obtain  permission  to  examine  him  after 

the  aneurismal  sac,  which  contained  seve-  death. 

ral  recent  clots,  none  in  layers,  and  some  A  more  distressing  case  than  the  above 

fluid  blood.    The  interior  of  the  sac  was  cannot  well  offer  itself  to  the  surgeon; 

rough,  from  ossific  deposit  under  the  inner  for,  unless  age  and  debility  should  prevent 

coat^  and  had  two  distinct  communica.  it,  the  patient  must  inevitably  be  lost  by 

tions  with  the  inferior  cava.  hemorrhage.     Left  to  itself;  the  tumor 

was  daily  on  the  increase,  and  must  before 

REMAXKs.—These  cases  in  some  respects  long  have  burst:  had  the  artery  been  se- 

differ  from  the  usual  forms  of  aneurism.  cured  higher  up,  (and  I  believe  most  sur- 

The  first  is  peculiar,  from  its  being  an  geons  would  have  felt  compelled  to  have 

aneurism  of  the  diffuse  kind,   although  made  such  a  proposition,  when  they  saw, 

not  attributable  to  a  blow  or  sprain,   and  as  we  did,  the  tumor  rapidly  enlarging), 

from  its  being  accompanied  with  many  of  the  vessel  would  in  all  probability  have 

the  symptoms  of  rheumatism.    I  confess  been  found  there  diseased ;  its  coats  would 

that  I  was  at  first  inclined  to  think  the  have  been  cut  through  by  the  ligature, 

disease  rheumatic    inflammation  of   the  before  obliteration  had  been  completed, 

fascia  of  the  thigh,  with  subfascial  ah-  and  a  hemorrhage  would  have  followed 

soess ;  to  which,  from  the  tension  of  the  that  would  have  been  very  soon  fatal, 

fascia,  the  pulsations  of  the  femero-popli-  The  third  I  believe  to  be  a  very  rare 

teal  artery  had  been  propagated.    I  was  case,  as  I  do  not  remember  any  such  in 

the  more  inclined  to  this  opinion,  from  Corvisart,  Baillie,   Bums,    Laennec,    or 

having  had  a  case  of  extensive  abscess  Hope;  nor  have  I  perceived  mention  made 

around  the  shoulder- joint,  attended  with  of  a  oommanieation  between  an  artery  and 

evident  pulsation,  which  I  shall  relate  vein,  except  by  puncture,  in  the  works  of 

hereafter ;  by  the  flying  pains  which  ulti>  Scarpa,  Ilodgson,  Guthrie,  or  S.  Cooper : 

mately  settled  in  the  left  knee;  by  the  there  is  no  such  preparation  in  the  museum 

huffy  appearance  of  the  blood ;  the  late-  of  the  College  of  Surgeons ;  and  the  only 

ritions  sediment  in  the  urine,  and  other  analogous  case  that  has  come  to  my  know- 

symptoms   of  fever ;    by    the    vibratory  le<lge  is  one  of  aneurism  of  the  arch  of  the 

pulse,  and  by  the  bruit  tie  toufflet  in  the  aorta,  opening  into    the    superior   cava, 

cardiac  region.  occurring  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  a  post-mortem  It  is  curious  that  two  openings  snould 

examination  was  not  obtained,  as  it  would  have  been  made  in  the  vein,  with  only 

have  been  desirable  to  have  investigated  a  small  bridle  between  them;   they  are 

the  extent  and  situation  of  the  rupture  small  and  round,  and  appear  either  to 

in  the  arteiy,  as  well  as  to  have  known  the  have  occurred  in  consequence  of  ulcera- 

condition    of    the    neighbouring    vessels,  tion,  or  to  have  undergone  reparation,  if 

The   femoral  artery,  where  it  was  tied,  originally  ruptures, 

appeared  to  be  healthy.  In  looking  over  the  symptoms,  I  do 

From  the  almost  sudden  death,  which  not  see  how  it  was  possible  to  have  de- 
occurred  many  months  alter  the  operation,  tected  this  case  dunng  life,   except   by 
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auscultation;  for  the  patient  never  com- 
plained  of  any  beating  in  the  abdomen. 
From  the  artery  being  throughout  its 
calibre  dilated,  and  not  pouched,  and  from 
the  communications  which  existed  be. 
tween  the  artery  and  vein,  it  is  reasonable 
to  suppose  that  neither  pulsation,  or  ten- 
dency to  form  coagula,  was  considerable. 

It  is  probable  that  some  peculiar  sound 
might  have  been  perceived  by  the  stethos- 
cope ;  but  as  this  appeared  a  case  of  in- 
flammatory  dropsy,  it  did  not  occur  to  me 
stethoscopically  to  examine  the  abdomen. 
The  hematuria  is  attributable,  no  doubt, 
to  the  extreme  congestion  which  must 
have  existed  in  the  renal  vessels;  it  is 
curious,  because  the  blood  was  dischai^ed 
in  the  fluid  form,  and  mixed  with  the 
urine,  till  a  day  after  the  cupping,  wlieii 
numerous  coagula  passed ;  after  which  it 
altogether  disappeared* 

it  is  also  worthy  of  notice,  that  in  this 
case,  with  so  much  apparent  congestion 
about  the  kidneys,  the  urine  should  not 
have  been  albuminous. 

The  preparation,  illustrating  the  com- 
munication between  the  artery  and  vein, 
is  in  my  museum,  and  open  to  the  inspec* 
tion  of  any  member  of  the  profession. 


LITERARY  NOTICE. 

In  Julv  will  be  published,  anew  edition  of 
Mr.  Wardrop's  **  Morbid  Anatomy  of  the 
Human  Eye."    2  vols,  royal  8vo. 

The  price  will  be  considerably  reduced 
flrom  that  of  the  former  edition,  but  the 
same  regard  will  be  paid  to  the  fidelity  and 
beauty  of  the  colouring  of  the  plates,  the 
whole  being  executed  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  the  author. 


NEW  MEDICAL  WORKS. 

A  Practical  Treatise  on  Medical  Juris- 
prudence,  with  so  much  of  Anal^iay,  Phy- 
siology, Pathology,  and  tie  practice  of 
Medicine  and  Suigeiy,  as  are  essential  to  be 
known  by  Members  of'  Parliament,  Law- 
yers,  Coroners,  Magistrates,  &c.  and  all 
the  Laws  relative  to  Medical  Practi- 
tioners;  with  Explanatory  Plates.  By  J. 
Chitty,  Esq.    Part  I.  royal  8vo.  31s.  bds. 

The  Surgical  and  Descriptive  Anatomy 
of  the  Bones,  Ligaments,  and  Joints.  Bv 
W.  Thomas,  Member  of  the  Royal  Col- 
lege of  Surgeons.     12mo.  6s.  bds. 

New  System  of  Organic  Chemistry'; 
translated  from  the  French  of  Raspail, 
with  Notes,  &c.  by  Wm.  Henderson,  M.D. 
8vo.  188.  bds. 

Madame  Boivin  on  the  Diseases  of  the 
Uterus;  from  the  French.  By  6.  O. 
Heming,  F.X.S.  14s.  doth,  rlates  to 
Ditto,  8va.  laa,  cloth. 


WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  of  BURIALS, 
From  Bills  or  Mortalitt,  Juris  24, 1834. 


Age  and  Debility  .  80 

Apoplexy      .        .  6 

Asthma         .  6 

Cancer          •        .  1 

Childbirth     .       .  1 

Consumption        .  M 

Convulsions         .  21 

Croup   ...  1 
Dentition  or  Teething  7 

Diarrhoea              .  1 

Dropsy                 .  16 
Dropsy  on  the  Brain  10 

Epilepsy       •       .  I 

Fever     ...  4 

Fever.  Scarlet      .  6 

Heemorrhage        .  1 

Heart,  diseased   .  ■  2 

Hooplng-Cough   .  11 


Inflammation  24 

Bowels  &  Stomach  S 

Brain  2 

Lungs  and  Pleura  6 

Insanity        •        .  S 

Liver,  diseased  2 

Locked  Jaw  I 

Meanles         .        .  6 

MortiAcation         .  I 

Paralysis       •        .  4 

Scroftila        .        .  2 

Hmall-Pox    .        .  6 

Thrush         .        .  1 

Tumor           .        .  I 

Unknown  Causes  4 

SUUborn      .         .11 


Tbkrmomktkr. 

Barowbtsr. 

from  40  to  78 

29a9to2t>*fl0 

51 

61 

2071       20*09 

45 

85 

2968      2071 

57 

76 

29-70      29i»8 

40 

76 

a0-2S      30^27 

40 

76 

JW29      But. 

•      47 

71 

80-26      80-17 

Decrease  of  Burials,  as  compared  with  }   aa« 
the  preceding  week       •        .        .  j 
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Kept  at  Edmonton,  iMtitude  51*»  37'  32"  N. 
LongUude  0*»  3'  51"  W.  of  Greenwich. 

June,  1884. 

Thursday .  19 
Friday  .  .  20 
Saturday  .  21 
Snnduy  .  .  22 
Monday .  .  28 
Tuesday .  .  24 
Wednesday  26 

Prevalliog  wind,  S.W. 

Except  the  morning  of  the  22d  and  the  26tfa, 
generally  cloudy :  rain  In  the  morning  of  the 
~fonner  day* 

Rain  fallen,  *ft  of  an  inch. 

Charles  Henry  Adams. 


NOTICE. 

We  cannot  listen  to  the  renewed  request 
of  M.  de  Moscati,  to  giwe  insertion  to  tb6 
letter  which  we  have  already  refused :  yet 
we  will  not  deny  him  a  comer  for  the  ex- 
tract from  the  Lancet  of  last  week,  which 
he  has  sent  us  :-^ 

**  With  regard  to  the  questions  which 
M.  Moscati  has  pat  to  us,  we  can  haTe  no 
possible  motive  for  withholding  from  him 
correct  replies.  The  letter  signed  "  S. 
B.  R."  on  the  introductory  lecture  of  Mr. 
Green,  was  receired  from  Dr.  EUiotson, 
at  a  period  when  we  were  unacquainted 
with  M.  Moscati.  As  to  what  M.  Mos> 
cati  has  stated,  relative  to  his  attendance 
at  the  College  of  Physicians,  we  have 
ground  for  befieving  that  some  of  his  as. 
sertions  are  correct,  but  with  regard  to 
others  we  cannot  vouch  for  their  accuracy, 
as  all  the  circumstances  did  not  fall  under 
our  observation." 

This  is  all  we  can  or  will  do  in  this 
business. 

W*  Wilson,  Printer,  67,3kinDcr-8trM^  Londwn. 


THE 

LONDON  MEDICAL  GAZETTE, 

BBINO  ▲ 

WEEKLY  JOURNAL 

OF 

MtHitim  aitti  tbe  Collateral  Atitnttn, 

SATURDAY,  JULY  5,  1834.  - 


LECTURES  sometimefl  found  coiled  around  one  of  the 

^  foetal  limbs;  which accidentalposition  must 

^^      *  influence  the  depending  part,  even  if  the 

THEORY  AND  PRACTICE   OF  embryo  were  actually  suspended.    These 

MIDWIFERY*  and  other  facts  are  most  forciblv  adduced 

'  hj  Dubois,  in  a  late  paper  published  in 

Delivered  at  the  London  HatpUal,  the'Memoirs  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine, 

By  Francis  H.  Ramsbotham,  M.D.  Jo  overturn  the  opinion  Uiat  graritation 

had  any  influence  in  producing  the  pre- 

sentation  of  the  head;  and  he  has  ascribed 

Lecture  XXXIX.  the  general  situation  to  an  instinctive  im- 

PRETERNATURAL  LABOUR.  P^»«  ^P^V'l^l'^  *®  Z?^""'  \¥^^  '°' 

clines  it  to  take  the  most  favourable  posi- 

BREECH  PRESENTATIONS.  ^qj^  for  its  escapc,— as  the  needle  points 
It  is  bv  no  means  an  universal  rule  that  mysteriously  to  the  pole.  But  such  a  mode 
the  child  should  lie  in  any  of  the  positions  of  reasoning  and  illustration  cannot  be 
which  have  been  described;  for  there  is  no  considered  either  as  aiig;umentative  or  con- 
part  of  the  body  or  limbs  that  mav  not  elusive ;  it  is,  in  fact,  completely  evading 
present  Those  cases,  then,  in  whicn  any  the  question,  aifter  attempting  to  elucidate 
part  of  the  foetus  offers  itself  except  the  it ;  and  the  method  he  has  taken  can  only 
nead,  have  already  been  classed,  after  be  regarded  as  a  cloak  for  human  igno- 
Dr.  Denman,  as .  preternatural  labours ;  ranee.  It  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  much 
and  by  far  the  most  frequent  of  these  is  better  not  to  endeavour  to  explain  the 
the  presentation  of  one  or  both  nates.  secrets  of  nature,  so  deeply  hidden,  but  to 
Many  speculative  fancies  have  been  in-  content  ourselves  with  referring  this  also  to 
dolged  in,  designed  to  account  for  the  pre-  a  general,  though  not  invariable  law,— a 
ponderance  of  head  presentations;  andgm-  part  of  the  great  system  which  shows  the 
▼itation  has  had  most  supporters.  It  was  design,  and  exemplifies  the  harmony,  that 
supposed  that  the  placenta  was  invariably  reigns  throughout  the  whole  works  of  Pro- 
situated  at  the  fundus  uteri ;  and  that,  the  vi<&nce.  M.  Vlrey,  indeed,  has  stated  that 
foetus  being  suspended  by  the  funis  nmbi-  in  those  pregnant  animals  of  the  multi- 
licalis,  its  head,  which  was  the  heaviest  paiient  kind  which  he  has  dissected,  he 
part,  naturally  inclined  downwards ;  es-  always  found  in  the  boms  of  the  uterus 
pecialiy  as  in  the  younger  embryo  the  urn-  the  snouts  pointing  to  the  vulva:  that  in  a 
bilious  is  comparatively  so  near  to  the  gravid  viper  which  he  opened,  all  the 
pubes.  This,  however,  cannot  produce  young,  eight  in  number,  were  placed  in 
the  influence  ascribed  to  it ;  because,  dur-  the  mrection  with  their  mouths  towards 
ing  at  least  the  latter  half  of  utero-gesta-  the  external  parts ;  that,  in  the  egg,  the 
tion,  the  foetus  is  not  suspended  by  the  head  is  always  directed  to  the  large  end, 
Amis,  which  indeed  is  too  long  to  admit  and  that  that  end  is  extruded  first;  and 
ofsofih  a  possibility;— because  the  placenta  that  the  same  obtains  with  regard  to  the 
is  not  always,  nor  indeed  generally,  im-  ova  of  fishes.  We  all  know  that  the 
planted  at  the  fundus  uteri,— being  some-  larvaa  of  insects  escape  with  their  head 
times  situated  upon  the  cervix,  or  over  the  first,— that  the  chrysalis  eats  through  its 
mouth  of  the  womb  itself;  in  which  latter  shell,  and  the  caterpillar  through  its  silky* 
case,  at  no  period  of  pregnancy  would  the  covering;  and  we  see,  therefore,  one  corn- 
foetus  be  suspended  under  the  upright  pos-  mon  law  regulating  the  whole  of  nature's 
tnre  of  the  lK>dy ;— and  because  the  fniiis  is  operations. 
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Two  orders, — Preternatural  labours  are        Not  more  freauent  in  the  lower  than  higher 

divided  into  two  orders ;  the  first  embrac-  c(a«sei.— Cross-births  are  popalarly  believed 

ing  presentations  of  the  breech,  or  any  to    be  more  frequent  among  toe  lower 

part  of  the  lower  extremities ;  and  the  than  the   higher  classes.    I .  have   great 

second,  those  cases  in  which  the  child  offers  doubts  how  far  this  observation  is  correct, 

itself  transversely.  In  the  aggregate,  there  certainly  are  more 

Frequency  of  breech  pretentatwta.  —  The  cases    met  with    among    the  poor    than 

average  frequency  of  breech  presentations  among  the  rich ;  but  not  more  than  the 

may  be  looked  upon  probably  as  about  relative  numbers  of  the  two  orders  would 

1  in  45  cases ;  but  different  statements  vary  lead  us  to  expect 

somewhat  in  this  respect :  my  tables,  caf-         Bartieular  poeition  of  the   cAiU.'^Under 

culated  from    more   than   13,000    cases,  a  breech  presentation,  the  child  mav  be 

would  give  a  return  of  1  in  about  34;  variously  placed  in  utero;  with  the  back 

these,  however,  include  premature  births :  towards    the    abdominal  muscles  of  the 

the  accounts  from  the  Maternity  in  Paris  mother,  and  the  face  towards  the  spine,— 

state  about  1  in  57.    We  may  average  with  the  face  anteriorly,  and  the  back  to- 

them,  then,  at  about  1  in  45.  wards  the  spine,— with  one  ilium  looking 

No  symptoms  to  be  relied  on  before  the  com-  towards  the  promontory  of   the  sacrum, 

meneement  of  labour. — A  woman  will  very  the  other  towards  the  symphysis  pubis, 

frequently  suspect  that  she  is  about  to  and  the  face  to  one  or  other  side;  and, 

have  a  cross- birth,  as  it  is  called,  (for  all  lastly,  in  a  diagonal  direction,  one  ilium 

preternatural  cases,  In  common  parlance^  being    situated   opposite    the    sacro-iliac 

are  so  termed,)  if  she  have  suffered  some  symphysis,    the  other  behind  the   groin 

peculiar  feelings  under  pregnancy,  such  as  of   the    opposite    side.    The  first  is  the 

she  has  not  previously  undergone,  or  if  she  position   in    which   it  is  usually  placed, 

t>e  different  in  her  size  and  shape.    But  viz.    with  the  bock    towards   the  abdo- 

there  is  not  one  single  symptom  by  which  minal    muscles,     the    face  towards    the 

we  are  able  to  detect  that  the  breech  will  spine,  with  the  right  side  towards    the 

present,  previously  to  the  commencement  left    side    of    the    pelvis,    and    the  left 

of  labour;  for,  inasmuch  as  the  child  lies  side  towards  the  right;  the  foetal  body 

with  the  long  diameter  of  the  ovum  in  being  inclined,  in  a  slight  degree,  towardb 

a  situation  perpendicular  to  the  trunk  of  a  diagonal  position,   one  of  the  nates  be- 

the  body,  of  course  the  general  shape  of  ing  a  little  in  advance  of  the  other;  so 

the  uterus  will  1)0  much  the  same  as  if  the  that  the  chHd  does  not  present  itself  with 

head  pi^sented.    We  may,  perhaps,  if  the  the  anus  directly  over  the  centre  of  the  os 

uterine  parietes  be  much  attenuated,  and  uteri,  but  a  little  to  one  side— one  of  the 

if  the  woman  be  very  thin,  be  able  to  feel  tuberosities  of  the  ischium  beingmorede- 

the  hard  globular  head  towards  the  upper  j)endent  than  the  other, 
part  of  the  uterus;  and  this  may  lead  us        Progress  of  labour, — When    the   breech 

to  suppose  that  the  breech  will  present  in  presents,   the  commencement   of  labour 

labour;  but  any  suspicions  drawn  from  goes  on    exactly   in   a    similar   manner 

this  source  must  be  very  liable  to  error;  to  a  case   in  which  the  head  offers  it- 

for  it  is  far  from  easy  to  distinguish  the  self:  previously  to  the  accession  of  ute. 

head  by  the  hand  applied  externally :  and  rine  pains,    the   womb    subsides    lower 

we  may  lay  it  down  as  a  principle  that  in    the   person,    partly,  in    conseouence 

the  labour  must  be  somewhat  advanced  of  the  cervix  uteri    being    received  into 

before  we  are  able  to  ascertain  that  the  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  and  partly  in 

breech  presents.  consequence  of  the  contraction  going  oa  in 

Cmues. — Many  accidental  causes,  which  the  uterine  volume  itself.  The  pains  at 
may  be  avoided,  have  been  supposed  to  first  appear  weak,  slow,  and  at  long  inter- 
produce  cross-births ;  such  as  violent  exer-  vals ;  but  they  gradually  increase  both  in 
cise,  the  shaking  of  a  carriage,  different  frequency  and  strength.  Under  these 
postures  of  the  body,  and  especially  that  pains  the  os  uteri  dilates,  the  membranes 
in  which  the  hands  are  frequently  raised  protrude  through  it  into  the  vagina,  dis- 
above  the  head, — as  in  the  case  of  females  tending  thatoigan,  and  the  perineum  also, 
employed  in  shops.  It  is  now,  however,  perhaps,  to  a  certain  extent ;  they  then 
fully  known  that  such  circumstances  in-  rupture,  and  the  breech  of  the  child  occu- 
fluenee  in  no  degree  the  situation  of  the  pies  the  brim. 

infant  in  the  womb ;  for  women  who  have        Tn  illustration  of   the  passage  of  the 

been  closely  confined  to  the  horizontal  pos-  child  through  the  pelvis,  we  will  take  the 

ture  on  a  sofa  during  the  last  months  of  case  most  commonly  met  with— viz.  where  « 

gestation,  have  been  the  subject  of  breech  the  face  is  looking  towards  the  spine,  and 

and  transverse  presentations.    Some  wo-  one  ischium  is  somewhat  preceding  the 

men,  indeed,  appear  particularly  obnoxious  other.    The  os  uteri  being  entirely  dilated, 

to  this  mischance,  and  it  has  occurred  to  the  membranes  broken,  and  the  breech  en- 

me  to  know  many  instances  of  such  pecu-  tering  the  pelvis,  it  is  propelled  down- 

liarity.  wards  with  each  pain,  and  recedes  a  little 
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in  the  interval;  tUl  it  comes  to  press  oo  Usaally  the  aims  remain  by  the  side  of 
the  outlet  of  the  pelVis.  Now,  inas*  the  head  until  the  child  is  quite  bom. 
much  as  the  greatest  width  of  the  We  will  now  consider  the  case  next  in 
breech  is  from  side  to  side,  His  evident  frequency — that  is,  where  the  face  looks 
that  the  foetus  has  alreadv  adapted  itself  anteriorly,  and  the  back  towards  the  spine, 
to  the  capacity  of  the  pelvic  brim,  In  the  The  same  effect  is  produced  by  the  expuU 
situation  most  favourable  for  its  ei^ trance  sive  efforts  as  in  the  former  case.  The 
into  the  cavity;  but — the  dimensions  of  bceech  descends  to  the  outlet  of  the  pelvis, 
tiie  pelvis  being  reversed  in  situation-^  receding  and  advancing  idtemately,  as  the 
when  it  presses  on  the  outlet,  the  long  pains  return  and  intermit ;  a  slight  turn 
diameter  of  the  breech  is  opposed  to  the  is  effected  i  one  of  the  ilia  appears  ynder 
short  diameter  of  the  outlet;  and  in  the  arch  of  the  pubes,  the  other  traverses 
this  situation  a  slight  turn  is  effected;  the  perineum;  the  breech  and  legs  are 
though  not  so  complete,  perhaps,  as  the  bom;  the  shoulders  then  pass  the  brim, 
head  takes  under  a  natural  presenta-  and  descend  until  they  press  upon  the 
tion ;  one  of  the  ilia  sweeping  the  structures  at  the  outlet ;  one  of  the  axillsd 
concavity  of  the  sacrom,  and  the  other  appears  under  the  arch  of  the  pubes,  the 
appearing  under  the  arch  of  the  pubM.  other  sweeps  along  the  sacrum,  and  the 
In  this  wa^  it  is  propelled,  distend-  head  is  propelled  into  the  cavity  of  the 
ing  the  perineum  considerably,  till  the  pelvis,  with  the  face  looking  to  otie  side 
breech  is  entirely  in  the  world.  The  and  the  occiput  to  the  other.  You  would 
legs  pass  doubled,  with  the  toes  up  towards  suppose,  d,  prion,  that  as  the  face  was 
the  chest,  and,  as  soon  as  they  are  expelled  originally  lying  towards  the  abdominal 
as  far  as  the  knees,  they  are  usually  muscles  of  the  mother,  the  occiput  would 
thrown  out  of  the  vagina  by  the  action  of  be  expelled  .  along  the  hollow  of  the 
its  fibres.  When  the  body  of  the  foetus  sacram,  and  the  face  anteriorly ;  but  that 
is  thus  passing  through  the  outlet  of  the  is  not  the  case;  for  when  thestioulders  are 
pelvis,  after  the  turn  is  effected,  the  external  and  the  head  is  in  the  pelvis,  the 
shoulders  are  entering  the  brim  with  their  face  is  directed  to  one  side  or  the  other, 
long  diameter  in  the  direction  of  the  long  exactly  as  when  the  child  presents  with 
diameter  of  the  brim,  either  exactly  op-  the  face  towards  the  spine  in  the  first  in- 
posite  to  each  side  or  a  little  diagonally,  stance ;  and  a  precisely  similar  turn  is 
As  the  foetal  bodv  traverses  the  cavity,  the  effected,  the  face  oeing  thrown  backwards ; 
•hands  are  slipped  up  towards  the  head,  so  so  that  the  foetus,  in  its  transit,  makea  a 
that  the  axillae  and  the  inner  surface  of  semi-circular  rotation,  the  face  being 
the  arms  come  into  direct  contact  with  the  placed  forwards  at  the  commencement  of 
mother's  structures.  As  the  pains  con-  labour,  and  being  expelled  through  the 
tinne,  and  as  the  foetus  is  propelled  lower,  outlet  sweeping  the  perineum.  1  believe 
the  axillae  come  to  press  against  the  inte.  that  in  no  instance,  if  the  case  were  left 
rior  surface  of  the  ischia:  another  turn  is  entirely  to  nature — provided  the  child  and 
then  effected ;  by  means  of  which,  one  pelvis  were  of  common  size  and  form- 
peeps  up  under  the  arch  of  the  pubes  and  would  the  face  be  ex]>elled  under  the  arch 
the  other  sweeps  the  concavity  of  the  sa-  of  the  pubes. 

crum  and  perineum.    Here,    again,  the  If  the  breech  is  offering  itself  diago- 

shonlders  are  thrown  into  the  best  possible  nally,  exactly  the  fame  occurrences  take 

direction  for  their  escape,  and,  at  the  same  place  which  I  have  just  described ;  for  the 

time,  the  head  'is  entering  the  brim  in  the  pelvis  is  almost,  if  not  auite,  as  wide  from 

most  favourable  position  for  its  transit;  the  sacro-iliac  synchondrosis  to  theoppo- 

but  on  arriving  at  the  outlet,  the  chin  site  groin,  as  from  side  to  side.  But  when 

hitching  on  the  internal  surface  of  one  the  child  is  presenting  sideways,  the  ab- 

ischiam,  the  occiput  on  the  other,  the  great-  domen  being  directed  to  one  ilium,  the 

est  diameter  of  the  head  is  in  the  direc-  back  towards  the  other,  the  long  diameter 

tion  of  the  shortest  diameter  of  the  out-  of  the  breech  is  in  the  direction  of  the 

let;  and  it  is  as  impossible  that  it  can  short  diameter  of  the  pelvic  brim,  and  the 

pass  without  being  changed  in  situation,  probability  is,  that  it  would  not  pass  with 

as  though  the  vertex  originally  presented,  the  same  ease  as  in  the  former  case;  but 

It  is  necessary,  therefore,  that  a  third  turn  it  is  turned  a  little  to  one  side  before  it 

should  take  place;  and  this,  like  the  pre-  enters  the  cavity.  The  changes  in  position 

vious  turns,  is  accomplished  by  the  cxpul-  ju^t  adverted  to  then  take  place,  and  ex- 

sive  action  of  the  uterus  above  being  re-  pulsion  is  accomplished  in  the  same  way 

sisted  by  the  formation  of  the  bones  be-  &fl  if  it  offered  in  the  more  usual  direction 

low.    The  face  is  thrown  into  the  hollow  of  breech  presentations. 

of  the  sacram,  the  occiput  under  the  arch  Breech  presentatiotu  with  feet, — It  is,  how- 

of  the  pubes,  and  the  head  is  expelled  ever,  notonly  breech  presentations thatform 

with  the  face  sweeping    the   perineum,  the  firstorderof  preternatural  labours:  one 
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Two  crden. — Preternatnral  labonn  are        Nat  more  frequent  in  ths  lower  than  higher 

divided  into  two  orders ;  the  first  embrac-  c<a««.— Cross-births  are  popularly  beliered 

ing  presentations  of  the  breech,  or  any  to    be  more  frequent  among  the  lower 

part  of  the  lower  extremities ;  and  the  than  the   higher  classes.    I  hare   great 

second,  those  cases  in  which  the  child  offers  doubts  how  far  this  observation  is  coirect. 

itself  transversely.  In  the  aggregate,  there  certainly  are  more 

Frequency  of  breech  pretentatumt.  —  The  cases    met  with    among    the  poor   than 

average  frequency  of  breech  presentations  among  the  rich ;  but  not  more  than  the 

may  be  looked  upon  probably  as  about  relative  numbers  of  the  two  orders  would 

1  in  4^  cases ;  but  different  statements  Jtay  lead  us  to  expect 

somewhat  in  this  respect :  my  tables,  cal-         Particular  potition  of  tht   child, — Under 

culated  from    more   than   13,000   cases,  a  breech  presentation,  the  child  mav  be 

would  give  a  return  of  1  in  about  34;  variously  placed  in  utero;  with  the  nack 

these,  however,  include  premature  births :  towards    tne   abdominal  muscles  of  the 

the  accounts  from  the  Maternity  in  Paris  mother,  and  the  face  towaids  the  spine,— 

state  about  1  in  57.    We  may  average  with  the  face  anteriorly,  and  the  iMck  to. 

them,  then,  at  about  1  in  45.  wards  the  spine,— with  one  ilium  looking 

No  tymptomt  to  be  relied  on  before  the  com-  towards  the  promontory  of   the  sacrum, 

mencement  of  labour. — A  woman  will  very  the  other  towards  the  symphysis  pubis, 

frequently  suspect  that  she  is  about  to  and  the  face  to  one  or  other  side;  and, 

have  a  cross- birth,  as  it  is  called,  (for  all  lastly,  in  a  diagonal  direction,  one  ilium 

preternatural  cases,  in  common  parlance,  being   situated   opposite    the    sacro-iliac 

are  so  termed,)  if  she  have  suffered  some  symphysis,    the  other  behind  the   groin 

peculiar  feelings  under  pregnancy,  such  as  of   the   opposite   side.    The  first  is  the 

she  has  not  previously  undergone,  or  if  she  position    in    which   it  is  usually  placed, 

be  different  in  her  size  and  shape.    But  viz.    with  the  back    towards   the  abdo- 

there  is  not  one  single  symptom  by  which  minal    muscles,    the    face  towards    the 

we  are  able  to  detect  that  the  breech  will  spine,  with  the  right  side  towards    the 

present,  previously  to  the  commencement  left    side    of    the    pelvis,    and    the  left 

of  labour;  for,  inasmuch  as  the  child  lies  side  towards  the  right;  the  fcetal  body 

with  the  long  diameter  of  the  ovum  in  being  inclined,  in  a  slight  degree,  towardb 

a  situation  perpendicular  to  the  trunk  of  a  diagonal  position,   one  of  the  nates  be- 

Uie  body,  of  course  the  general  shape  of  ing  a  little  in  advance  of  the  other;  so 

the  uterus  will  l)e  much  the  same  as  if  the  that  Uie  child  does  not  present  itself  with 

head  presented.    We  may,  perhaps,  if  the  the  anus  directly  over  the  centre  of  the  os 

uterine  parietes  be  much  attenuated,  and  uteri,  but  a  little  to  one  side — one  of  the 

if  the  woman  be  very  thin,  be  able  to  feel  tuberosities  of  the  ischium  being  more  de- 

the  hard  globular  head  towards  the  upper  pendent  than  the  other, 
part  of  the  uterus;  and  this  may  lead  us        Progren  of  /afrmtr.— When    the   breech 

to  suppose  that  the  breech  will  present  in  presents,   the  commencement   of  labour 

labour;  but  any  suspicions  drawn  from  goes  on    exactly    in   a   similar   manner 

this  source  must  be  very  liable  to  error;  to  a  case   in  which  the  head  offers  it- 

for  it  is  far  from  easy  to  distinguish  the  self:  previously  to  the  accession  of  ute- 

head  by  the  hand  applied  externally :  and  rine  pains,    the   womb    subsides    lower 

we  may  lay  it  down  as  a  principle  that  in    the    person,    partly  in    conseouence 

the  labour  must  be  somewhat  advanced  of  the  cervix  uteri    being    receivea  into 

before  we  are  able  to  ascertain  that  the  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  and  partly  in 

breech  presents.  couiscquence  of  the  contraction  going  on  in 

Cmijes. — Many  accidental  causes,  which  the  uterine  volume  itself.  The  pains  at 
may  be  avoided,  have  been  supposed  to  first  appear  weidc,  slow,  and  at  long  inter- 
produce  cross-biiths ;  such  as  violent  exer-  vals ;  but  they  gradusdly  increase  both  in 
cise,  the  shaking  of  a  carriage,  different  frequency  and  strength.  Under  these 
postures  of  the  body,  and  especially  that  pains  the  os  uteri  dilates,  the  membranes 
in  which  the  hands  are  frequently  raised  protrude  through  it  into  the  vagina,  dis- 
above  the  head, — as  in  the  case  of  females  tending  that  oigan,  and  the  perineum  also, 
employed  in  shops.  It  is  now,  however,  perhaps,  to  a  certain  extent ;  they  then 
fully  known  that  such  circumstances  in-  rupture,  and  the  breech  of  the  chila  occu- 
fluence  in  no  degree  the  situation  of  the  pies  the  brim. 

infant  in  the  womb ;  for  women  who  have        In  illustration  of  the  passage  of  the 

been  closely  confined  to  the  horizontal  pos-  child  through  the  pelvis,  we  will  take  Uie 

ture  on  a  sofa  during  the  last  months  of  case  most  commonly  met  with— viz.  where* 

gestation,  have  been  the  subject  of  breech  the  face  is  looking  towards  the  spine,  and 

and  transverse  presentations.    Some  wo-  one  ischium  is  somewhat  preceding  the 

men,  indeed,  appear  particularly  obnoxious  other.    The  os  uteri  being  entirely  dilated, 

to  this  mischance,  and  it  has  occurred  to  the  membranes  broken,  and  the  breech  en- 

me  to  know  many  instances  of  such  pecu-  tering  the  pelvis,  it  is  propelled  down- 

liarity.  .  wards  with  each  pain,  and  recedes  a  littl« 
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in  the  intexral;  till  it  comes  to  press  on  Usaally  the  arms  remain  hy  the  side  of 
the  outlet  of  the  peWis.  Now,  inas-  the  head  until  the  child  is  quite  born, 
much  as  the  greatest  vidth  of  the  We  will  now  consider  the  case  next  in 
breech  is  from  side  to  side,  iCis  evident  frequency — that  is,  where  the  face  looks 
that  the  fostos  has  alreadv  adapte^^  itself  anterior^,  and  the  back  towards  the  spine, 
to  the  capacity  of  the  pelvic  brim,  in  the  The  same  effect  is  produced  by  the  expul- 
situation  most  favourable  for  its  entrance  sive  efforts  as  in  the  former  case.  The 
into  the  cavity ;  but — the  dimensions  of  breech  descends  to  tfae  outlet  of  the  pelvis, 
the  pelvis  being  reversed  in  situation —  receding  and  advancing  alteinately,  as  the 
when  it  presses  on  the  outlet,  the  long  pains  return  and  intermit ;  a  slight  turn 
diameter  of  the  breech  is  opposed  to  the  is  effected ;  one  of  the  ilia  appears  lender 
short  diameter  of  the  outlet;  and  in  the  arch  of  the  pubes,  the  other  traverses 
this  situation  a  slight  turn  is  effected;  the  perineum;  the  breech  and  legs  are 
though  not  so  complete,  perhaps,  as  the  bom;  the  shoulders  then  pass  the  brim, 
head  takes  under  a  natural  presenta-  and  descend  until  they  press  upon  the 
tion ;  one  of  the  ilia  sweeping  the  structures  at  the  outlet ;  one  of  the  axillae 
concavity  of  the  sacrum,  and  the  other  appears  under  the  arch  of  the  pubes,  the 
appearing  under  the  arch  of  the  pubes.  other  sweeps  along  the  sacrum,  and  the 
In  this  wa^  it  is  propelled,  distend-  head  is  propelled  into  the  cavity  of  the 
ing  the  perineum  considerably,  till  the  pelvis,  with  the  face  looking  to  one  side 
breech  is  entirely  in  the  world.  The  and  the  occiput  to  the  other.  You  would 
legs  pass  donbled,  with  the  toes  up  towards  suppose,  d  prUni,  that  as  the  face  was 
the  chest,  and,  as  soon  as  they  are  expdled  originally  lying  towards  the  abdominal 
as  far  as  the  knees,  they  are  usually  muscles  of  the  mother,  the  occiput  would 
thrown  ont  of  the  vagina  by  the  action  of  be  expelled  along  the  hollow  of  the 
its  fibres.  When  the  body  of  the  foetus  sacrum,  and  the  face  anteriorly ;  but  that 
is  thus  passing  through  the  outlet  of  the  is  not  the  case;  for  when  the  shoulders  are 
pelvis,  tSter  the  turn  is  effected,  the  external  and  the  head  is  in  the  pelvis,  the 
shoulders  are  entering  the  brim  with  their  face  is  directed  to  one  side  or  the  other, 
long  diameter  in  the  direction  of  the  long  exactly  as  when  the  child  presents  with 
diameter  of  the  brim,  either  exacUy  op-  the  face  towards  the  spine  in  the  first  in- 
posite  to  each  side  or  a  little  diagonally,  stance ;  and  a  preciselv  similar  turn  is 
As  the  festal  bodv  traverses  the  cavity,  the  effected,  the  face heing  thrown  backwards ; 
hands  are  slipped  np  towards  the  head,  so  so  that  the  foetus,  in  its  transit,  makes  a 
that  the  axillae  and  the  inner  surface  of  semi-circular  rotation,  the  face  being 
the  arms  come  into  direct  contact  with  the  placed  forwards  at  the  commencement  of 
mother's  structures.  As  the  pains  con-  labour,  and  being  expelled  through  the 
tinue,  and  as  the  foetus  is  propelled  lower,  outlet  sweeping  the  perineum.  I  believe 
the  axilUe  come  to  press  against  the  into-  that  in  no  instance,  if  the  case  were  left 
rior  surface  of  the  ischia:  another  turn  is  entirely  to  nature — provided  the  child  and 
then  effected;  by  means  of  which,  one  pelvis  were  of  common  size  and  form- 
peeps  np  under  the  arch  of  the  pubes  and  would  the  face  be  ex])elled  under  the  arch 
the  other  sweeps  the  concavity  of  the  sa-  of  the  pubes. 

crum  and  perineum.    Here,    again,  the  If  the  breech  is  offering  itself  diago- 

shoulders  are  thrown  into  the  best  possible  nally,  exactly  the  9Bme  occurrences  take 

direction  for  their  escape,  and,  at  the  same  place  which  I  have  just  described ;  for  the 

time,  the  head  is  entering  the  brim  in  the  pelvis  is  almost,  if  not  ouite,  as  wide  from 

most  favourable  position  for  its  transit;  the  sacro>iliac  synchonarosis  to  the  opi)o- 

but  on  arriving  at  the  outlet,  the  chin  ^ite  groin,  as  from  side  to  side.  Dut  when 

hitching  on  the  internal  surface  of  one  the  child  is  presenting  sideways,  the  ab- 

isehium,  the  occiput  on  the  other,  the  fcreat-  domen  being  directed  to  one  ilium,  the 

est  diameter  of  the  head  is  in  the  direc-  back  towards  the  other,  the  long  diameter 

tion  of  the  shortest  diameter  of  the  out-  of  the  breech  is  in  the  direction  of  the 

let;  and  it  is  as  impossible  that  it  can  short  diameter  of  the  pelvic  brim,  and  the 

pass  without  being  changed  in  situation,  probability  is,  that  it  would  not  pass  with 

as  though  the  vertex  originally  presented,  the  same  ease  as  in  the  former  case;  but 

It  is  necessary,  therefore,  that  a  third  turn  it  is  turned  a  little  to  one  side  before  it 

should  take  place;  and  this,  like  the  pre-  enters  the  cavity.   The  changes  in  position 

▼ions  turns,  is  accomplished  by  the  expul-  just  adverted  to  then  take  place,  and  ex- 

sive  action  of  the  uterus  above  being  re-  pulsion  is  accomplished  in  the  same  way 

•isted  by  the  formation  of  the  bones  be-  ^^  If  it  offered  in  the  more  usual  direction 

low.    The  face  is  thrown  into  the  hollow  of  breech  presentations. 

of  the  sacrum,  the  occiput  under  the  arch  Breech  preuntatunti  tcitk  feet. — It  is,  how- 

of  the  pnbes,  and  the  head  is  expelled  ever,  not  only  breech  presentations  that  form 

with  the  face  sweeping    the    perineum,  the  first  order  of  preternatural  labours:  one 


468      DR.  F.  H.  RAMSBOTHAM  ON  THB  PRACTICE  OF  MIDWIFERY. 

or  both  feet  may  present,  or  a  foot  and  the  and  perhaps  the  shoulders  also,  are  ntak- 

breech  together,    or    both   feet  and  the  ingtneir  escape. 

breech,  or  a  knee  and  a  foot,  or  both  feet.  The  first  duty,  then,  we  have  to  perform, 

Thus  you  see  what  a  great  variety  we  may  is  to  ascertain  the  presentation ;  and  it  is  a 

observe,  even  in  this  apparently  simple  matter  of , the  greatest  possible  consequence 

order  of  preternatural  cases.  that  we  should  detect  a  l»reech  case  early  in 

It  is  evident  that  there  will  not  be  more  labour,  lest  we  should  confound  it  with  the 

difficulty  when  the  knees  present,  than  in  head,  or  particularly  the  shoulder ;    for 

a    breech    presentation^perhaps  not  so  there  are  many  points  of  resemblance  be. 

much ;  because  the  part»  are  expanded  or  tween  the  breech  and  both  these  parts ; 

opened  more  gradually,  the  body  of  the  and  we  have  already  learned  that  a  broech 

child  forming  more  of  a  cone.    But  al-  case  requires   comparatively  little  assis- 

though  it  is,  perhaps,  not  so  painful  a  la-  tance;  but  that,  under  a  shoulder  presen. 

hour  as  when  the  legs  are  doubled  up  to-  tation,  the  performance  of  an  operation 

wards  the  abdomen,  still  it  is  more  dan.  both  difficult  and  dangerous  becomes  ne. 

gerous  to  the  child,  since  there  must  be  cessary  to  accomplish  delivery, 

more  pressure  on  the    funis  umbilicalis  No  indication  authorizing  a  supposition 

when  the  upper  part  of  the  body,  or  the  that  the  breech  presents,  can  be  learned 

head,  is  passing,  in  consequence  of  the  from    the    mode    in    which    the    mem- 

parts  not    having    been    so   completely  branes  protrude  into  the  vagina,  which 

opened  as  if  the  breech  had  previously  is  usually,  as  when  the  head  offers,  in 

passed  double.  the  form  of  an  egg.    But  the  breech  may 

If  the  breech  and  a  foot  should  present,  be  discriminated  from  tbe  head  and  other 

which  is  by  no  means  unusual,  more  space  parts,  as  soon  as  it  can  be  felt  by  some 

would  be  occupied,  and  more  time  would  marks  both  positive  and  negative ;   and 

be  generally  taken  up,    than  when  the  we  shall  first  give  our  attention  to  the 

breech  presented  singly;  but  still  the  same  negative   points    with    reference    to    the 

action  would  go  on,  and  the  same  effect  head,  reserving  those  connected  with  the 

be  produced,  provided  the  pelvis  were  sttffi.  shoulder  for  Srutnre  condderaiion.     The 

eiently  large.  The  foot  would  come  exter-  breech  is  not  so  round,  nor  so  hard,  nor  so 

nal  previously  to  the  breech,  the  same  stronglv  ossified,  as  the  head  ;~it  is  not 

turns  would  be  effected,  and  the  labour  divided  into  compartments  by  sutures  and 

would  most  likely  be  completed  naturally,  fontanelles ;  on  the  contrary,  it  possesses, 

without  much  assistance.  as  it  were,  a  double  circumference ;  it  is 

Conduct  under  breech  presentation, — Let  ns  more  fleshy,  softer  to  the  finger,  not  so  re. 
now  advert  to  the  best  mode  of  managing  sistant,  and  more  etukiony ;  and  we  may 
It  breech  presentation.  In  this  case,  a  most  probably  detect  the  chink  between 
great  deal  more  is  required  of  the  obste-  the  thighs,  the  organs  of  generation,  and 
trician  than  under  a  natural  labour,  both  the^anus.  If  we  have  fully  ascertained  the 
so  far  as  the  protection  of  the  woman's  existence  of  these  negative  and  positive 
parts  is  concerned,  and  also  particularly  marks,  and  especially  if  we  have  detected 
with  regard  to  the  preservation  of  the  the  organs  of  generation,  male  or  female, 
child's  life ;  for  the  infant  is  always  placed  and  the  anus,  it  is  impossible  that  we  can 
in  greater  or  less  jeopardy  from  the  ores-  mist^e  the  breech  for  the  head, 
sure  which  must  take  place  on  the  funis  These  points  I  require  to  be  determined 
umbilicalis  during  the  passage  of  the  head,  previously  to  the  rupture  of  the  mem- 
More  care  is  requisite  to  prevent  injury  branes;  and  our  examination  must  be 
to  the  woman's  structures  ;  because,  in  made  with  the  greatest  care,  and  in  the  in- 
natural  labour,  when  the  head  is  bom,  tervaU>f  uterine  contraction,  lest  we  should 
since  that  possesses  the  largest  circumfe-  break  the  membranes ;  for  it  is  even  of 
rence  of  any  portion  of  the  foetal  body,  greater  consequence,  in  the  case  we  are 
the  passages  are  generally  sufficiently  dis-  considering,  uat  we  should  preserve  the 
tencled  by  it  to  permit  the  easy  transit  vrateiy  cyst  entire,  than  if  it  be  a  head 
of  the  shoulders  and  breech.  But  when  presentation.  When  we  first  make  an  ex- 
the  breech  comes  first,  being  smaller  in  amination,  if  the  nates  be  the  most  de. 
diameter  than  the  shoulders,  it  only  causes  pending  part,  and  we  ascertain  that  there 
a  partial  dilatation ;  the  shoulders  press-  is  not  that  characteristic  feel  which  the 
ing  upon  the  parts  subsequently,  distend  head  supplies,  we  maybe  in  doubt  as  to  whe- 
them  still  more,  and  at  last  the  head,  ther  Uie  shoulder  or  breech  be  at  the  brim, 
which  is  the  larg^t  body,  has  still  farther  If  so,  we  should  pass  two  fingers  of  tbe 
to  open  them ;  so  that  we  in«st  continue  left  hand,  during  the  absence  of  pain,  into 
our  support  to  the  perineum  until  the  in-  the  pelvis,  up  to  the  brim,  within  the  os 
fant  is  entirely  in  Uie  world.  In  natural  uteri;  and  it  is  seldom  that  we  cannot,  in 
labour,  however,  it  is  only  necessary  to  this  way,  gain  the  information  we  require, 
protect  these  structures  while  the  head,  Having,    thc%    positively   detected    the 
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breech,  there  is  no  necessity  for  ularm ;  we  distention  of  the  cord,  as  ih)m  actual  pres. 
are  not  to  suppose  that  the  woman  will  be  sure  being  applied  to  it.  We  cannot  pre- 
endangered ;  we  must  not  manifest,  in  our  vent  the  compression  which  the  funis  must 
manner,  either  agitation  or  anxiety ;  and  suffer  between  the  child's  head  and  the 
we  must  be  particularly  cautious  not  to  let  pelvic  bones,  but  we  can  prevent  tension, 
the  patient  hear  '*  a  cross-birth"  whis-  by  bringing  down  a  loop  of  the  cbrd ;  and 
pered  in  her  chamber,  because  she  will  cer-  it  is  jery  possible,  if  we  neglected  this  pre- 
tainlv  be  more  or  less  excited ;  and  such  a  caution,  that,  as  the  child's  body  is  being 
shocJc  might  be  so  suddenly  impressed  as  to  expelled,  such  tension  would  take  place  as 
suspend  labour,  and  retard  it  for  a  num-  tu  impede  the  circulation,  and  destroy  its 
ber  of  hours.    We  may,  then,  endeavour  to    life. 

evade  her  anxious  question,  whether  every        When  the  shoulders  are  about  to  pass,. 
thing  it  rightf  by  assuring  her  of  her  per-     it  is  our  duty  to  take  care  that  they  are  ef- 
fect safety.  fering  themselves  in  that  position  most  fa- 
At  the  same  time,  it  is  highly  desirable    rourable  for  their  exit;  and  if  they  be  not, 
that  her  friends  should  be  informed  that     to  turn  one  under  the  arch  of  the  pubes,and 
the  case  is  one  of  the  simplest  kind  of    the  other  into  the  hollow  of  the  sacrum ; 
crou-dirtb;  that  most  probably  no  operation    and  this  is  doubly  requisite,  not  only  for 
will  be  required,  but  that  there  is  a  great    Uie  easy  transit  of  the  arms  themselves, 
chance,— especially  if  it  be  a  first  labour, —    but  for  the  purpose  of  placing  the  head  in 
that  the  child  will  not  be  bom  alive.    If    the  most  favourable  position  for  its  passage 
in  this  first  examination  we  are  quite  sa-     through  the  brim.     The  arms  being  ex- 
tisfied  that  the  breech  presents,  but  not  able    pelled,  we  are  not  to  haul  at  the  child,  as 
to  detect  whether  the  abdomen  of  the  child    if  we  were  operating  on  a  machine,  but 
is  situated  backwards  or  forwards,  it  is    merely  to  direct  the  head  into  the  most 
neither  necessary  nor  proper  that  we  should    easy  situation  for  its  exit,  taking  advan- 
be  making  constant  examinations  for  the    tage  of  the  expulsive  action  of  the  uterus 
purpose  of  ascertaining  this  point.    It  is    to  aid  our  gentle  endeavours.    When  the 
right  that  we  should  be  a  little  more  assi-    head  is  pressing  on  the  outlet  of  the  pelvis, 
duous  in  our  attention  to  the  patient  than    the  chin  being  within  one  ilium,  and  the 
if  the  head  presents,  but  not  so  officious    occiput  within  the  other,  we  may  with 
as  to  alarm  her;  and  it  is  quite  requisite    great  advantage  facilitate  the  turn  of  the 
that  we  should  not  absent  ourselves  from    face  into  the  hollow  of  the  sacrum,  by 
the  house.    We  may  occasionally  make    placing  the  right  hand  on  tbe  back  of  the  ' 
an  examination  in  tne  absence  of  pain,    child,  the  left  on  the  abdomen ;  the  two 
watch  the  progress  of  tbe  dilatation  of  the    fingers  of  the  right  hand  forming  a  crutch 
OS  uteri,  and  the  descent  of  the  mem-     around  the  neck.    We  may  then  support 
branes,  but  we  must  be  most  caref\il  not  to    the  perineum  with  the  left  hand ;  as  the 
break  them, although  the vshouldappear ex-    head  is  passing,  we  may  turn  the  nape  of 
temally ;  waiting  even  then,  within  proper    the  neck  up  under  the  symphysis  pubis,  as 
limits,  for  their  spontaneous  rupture.    I    on  a  pivot ;  brinr  the  back  towards  the 
would  rather  by  far,  under  a  breech  pre-    mons  veneris;  and  thus  assist  the  birth, 
sentation,  that  the  parts  were  distended    not  by  drawing  the  child's  head  forcibly 
completely  by  the  membranous  bag,  than    out,  but  merely  receiving  it  as  expelled  by 
that  it  broke  before  protruding  externally,    the  action  of  the  uterine  and  vaginal  fibres. 
We  have  nothing  to  do,  then,  but  to  watch        The  child  being  bom,  our  duties  are 
the  progress  of  we  labour,  to  keep  up  the    merely  those  appertaining  to  common  la- 
patient's  spirits,  and  to  prevent  the  rap-    hour;  we  must  wipe  its  face,  take  care 
ture  of  the  membranes,  if  possible,  until    that  it  does  not  inhale  any  of  the  mn- 
they  have  appeared  somewhat  without  the    cus  about  the  parts,  separate  it  as  be- 
labia.  fore  described,  dispose  of  it  to  the  nurse  or 
The  membranes  having  raptured,  and  the    some  other  party,  and  then  make  an  exa- 
breech  fullv  occupying  the  pelvic  cavity,  we    mination  of  the  uterine  tumor.    In  all 
apply  our  hand,  guarded  by  a  napkin,— -in    cases  of  breech  presentation,  it  is  right 
the  same  way  as  when  the  head  presents,^    that  a  warm  bath,  and  other  resuscitatory 
over  the  perineum,  and  support  it  until    means  should  be  in  readiness,  and  close  at 
the  breech  and  legs  are  in  the  world ;  and    hand,  in  order  that  the  best  chance  should 
as  soon  as  the  funis  has  appeared  exter-    be  afforded  of  restoring  the  child,  provided 
nally,  we  must  bring  down  a  loop,  in  order    animation  be  suspended, 
to  prevent  its  vessels  from  being  stretched.        It  used  to  be  die  custom,  and  it  is  stiU 
You  are  acauainted  with  the  arrangement    practised  by  some,  to  make  traction  as  soon 
of  the  umbilical  arteries;  that  they  run  in    as  the  breech  is  in  the  pelvis,  and  before 
a  twisted  direction  around  tbe  vein,  and    the  nates  appear  externally,  by  hooking 
consequentlv  that  a  compression  of  their    the  finger  first  in  one  groin,  and  then  in 
cavities,  and  a  diminution  in  their  calibre,    the  other,  and  to  bring  down  the  legs,  so 
.would  take  place  quite  as  easily  from  a    that  the  feet  might  pass  externally  as  early 
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as  possible.    Dr.  William  Hunter  at  one  direct   the  limbs  forwards,  so  that   the 

time  recommended  this  practice,  And  he  hands  should  sweep  over  the  child's  face, 

was  by  no  means  a  meddlesome  obstetri-  If  we  were  to  turn  them  backwards,  we 

clan.    The  object  of  this  practice  was  to  must  necessarily  break  or  dislocate  the 

save  the  patient  pain.    It  was  argued,  why  humerus — an  accident  that  might  most 

should  we  suffer  the  woman's  structures  to  easily  happen,  from  the  imperfectly  ossified 

be   so   much  distended   by  the  doubled  state  of  the  bones.    That  arm  placed  be- 

breech,  when  we  have  it  in  our  power  hind  the  symphysis  pubis  must  be  brought 

easily  to  relieve  them  of  the  tension,  by  down  first,  and  this  is  generally  not  diffi- 

bringing  down  the  feet,  and  allowing  them  cult  to  be  accomplished,  by  sliding  one  or 

to  TO  expanded  more  gradually ;  and  it  two  fingers  perfectly  over  the  shoulder, 

certainly  was  both  a  very  plausible  argu-  carrying   them    a   little  way   along  the 

ment,  as  well  as  natural  conclusion.^  But  humerus,  and  gently  directing  the  fore-arm 

the  result  of  this  practice  is  to  plaice  the  anteriorly ;  this  being  effected,  we  may 

child's  life  in  imminent  hazard :  as  long  bring  the  child's  body  forward,  so  that  the 

as  the  legs  are  turned  up  towards  the  belly,  side  of  the  neck  should  be  applied  closely 

so  long  the  funis  umbilicalis  lies  in  a  tri-  under  the  symphysis  pubis,  introduce  two 

angular  groove,  formed  between  the  two  fingers  of  the  left  hand  back  towards  the 

thighs   and    the   abdomen,    entirely,   or  sacrum,  and  in  the  same  tender  manner 

nearly,  out  of  the  way  of  pressure  from  extract  the  other  arm. 

the  sides  of    the    pelvis  or  the  uterine  The  parts  being  now  relieved  from  ten- 

parietes;   so  that  its  vessels  can  only  be  sion,  the  head  having  come  well  down  into 

subjected  to  compression  as  the  shoulders  the  pelvis,  we  may  favour  the  inclination 

and  head  are  passing.    Again,  when  the  of  the  face  into  £ne  hollow  of  the  sacrum 

breech  has  been  expelled  doubled,  it  has  by  the  means  just  recommended;   and  if 

prepared  the  way  for   the   exit   of  the  there  be  any  difficulty  in  so  doing,  we  mav 

shoulders    and   head    much  more    com-  pass  a  finger  into  the  mouth  of  the  child, 

pletely  than  when  it  has  passed  with  the  depress  the  chin,  and  give  the  head  the 

feet  foremost.     The  woman's  structures  requisite  turn.    Let  us  not,  however,  for- 

must  be  subjected  to  a  definite  degree  of  get  the  delicate  structures  on  which  we 

distention  during  the  passage  of  the  head;  are  operating:  let  us  remember  that  the 

and  the  extent  to  which  that  distention  is  bones  are  not  strong  and  solid,  but  are 

carried  is  not  infiuenced  at  all  by  the  mode  easily  broken;  that  there  is  a  symphysis 

in  which  the  breech  has  passed  the  pelvic  in  the  centre  of  the  jaw ;   that  we  may 

apertures.    Is  it  not  better,  then,  that  she  either  dislocate  the  articulation,  separate 

should  suffer  the  pain  which  cannot  be  the  symphysis,  or  break  the  bone  itself, 

prevented,  at  first,  with  the  chance  of  say.  You  know  how  tenderly  conducted  should 

ing  the  child's  life,   ^han  experience  it  be  the  examination  of  a  child's  body  after 

afterwards,  when  there  is  a  much  greater  birth ;  and  quite  as  tender  should  oe  our 

probability  of  its  being  bom  dead  ?    Dr.  attempts  to  relieve  it  during  labour. 

Wm.  Hunter,  indeed,  soon  saw  Uie  danger  Under  a  breech  presentation,  after  the 

of   interfering   in    the  manner  he   first  liquor  amni  has  been  evacuated,  the  me- 

adopted ;  and  he  tells  us,  that  when  he  conium  is  frequently,  but  by  no  means 

used  to  extract  the  legs  before  the  breech,  invariably,  squeezed  out  uf  the  rectum,  by 

he  lost  almost  every  child;  but  when  he  the  mechanical  pressure  sustained.    This 

changed  his  mode  of  practice,  and  let  the  circumstance   has    therefore    been   noted 

breech  pass  double,  and  did  not  allow  the  as  a  symptom  of  the  kind  of  case  we  are 

legs  to  escape  till  afrer  the  knees  were  considering.    On  this  occnrrence  I  should 

bom,   he   was  much  more  fortimate  in  strongly  advise  you  not  to  rely  for  an  indl- 

saving  the  children ;  and  the  same  facts  cation ;  both  because  it  is  not  universal  in 

have  been  established  by  subsequent  ob-  breech  presentations,  and  also  because  it 

servers.    When  the  body  is  expelled,  in-  may  take  place  under  other  positions  of 

deed,  and  the  arms  still  remain  within  the  the  foetus.   Besides,  it  cannot  appear  until 

pelvis,  our  active  assistance  becomes  not  after  the  rapture  of  the  membranous  cyst ; 

only  useful,  but  almost  necessary :  we  may  and  it  is  far  better  and  safer  to  trust  to  the 

then  endeavour  to  relieve  the  parts  from  knowledge  gained  by  a  minute  examina- 

distension,  by  bringing  the  arms  cautiously  tion  of  ul  Uiose  points  of  the  fcetal  body 

down,  for  their  presence  in  the  vajpna  can  which  can  be  emoraced  by  the  finger,  thaa 

be  of  no  service ;  they  cannot  preserve  the  to  any  accidental  sign, 
funis  umbilicalis  from  pressure  ;'nay,  they 

are  actually  doing  harm,  for  th^  tike  up  knee  pbesentation. 

room,  prevent  the  easy  descent  of  the  head.  We  will  next  consider  the  case  of  a 

and  may  perhaps  themselves  press  upon  knee  presentation.     We  will  suppose  that 

the  funis.    But  in  attempting  to  bring  the  child  is  at  die  brim  of  the  pelvis;  that 

down  the  arms,  our  efforts  must  be  most  the  labour  in  the  first  instance  is  going  on 

gentle ;   and  we  must  be  very  careful  to  pretty  well— much  the  same  as  if  the  head 
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or  breech  presented.  The  os  mteri  opens,  vene,  we  must  take  one  foot,  or  both,  be- 
the  membranous  bag  somewhat  protrudes  tween  two  fingers  of  the  left  hand,  and,  by 
— perhaiM  in  the  form  of  the  finger  of  a  a  little  traction,  bring  down  the  legs,  and 
glore,  instead  of  assuming  the  character  of  theu  we  have  made  the  case  one  of  the  most 
*^n  ^Sg>  hut  this  is  not  always  the  case,  simple  of  preternatural  labours. 
Upon  making  our  examination  at  the  Circumstances  requiring  assistance  under  a 
commencement  of  labour,  we  detect  a  hreech  presentation. — You  must  already  have 
small  round  substance,  with  a  flattened  anticipated  that  many  accidents  may  hap- 
surface,  possessing  the  characteristics  nei-  pen  during  the  prog^ss  of  labour  under  a 
ther  of  tne  head  nor  the  breech.  We  are  breech  presentation,  independently  of  ex- 
then  quite  sure  neither  of  these  parts  pre-  haustion  from  a  long  continuance  of  pain, 
sent ;  but  we  may  not  be  so  certain  ful  efforts,  which  will  require  that  delivery 
whether  it  be  a  leg  or  arm  that  meets  our  should  be  accelerated ;  and  some  of  these 
finger.  originate  in  the  mother's  system,  others  in 
If  one  or  both  knees  offer,  the  case  will  the  child's.  Thus  haemorrhage,  convul- 
usually  be  terminated  by  the  natural  sions,  or  syncope,  may  induce  us  to  ter- 
efforts;  but  if  it  be  an  elbow  presentation,  minate  the  labour;  and  delivery  is  gene- 
under  which  the  child  lies  transVersel^,  we  rally  more  easily  accomplished  than  when 
must  change  its  position  before  dcliteiy  the  head  presents ;  for  we  are  then  com< 
can  be  effected.  It  therefore  becomes  a  pelled  either  to  introduce  the  hand  into 
matter  of  the  greatest  consequence,  Uiat  the  uterus,  and  change  the  position  of  the 
we  should  discriminate  between  the  patella  foetus,  or  to  apply  the  forceps,  or  use  the 
and  olecranon ;  and  I  shall  mention  the  perforator ;  but  when  the  breech  or  feet 
distinctive  marks,  when  speaking  of  trans-  present,  we  have  merely  to  make  extrac- 
verse  presentations.  tion  by  the  leg,  provided  it  be  easily 
The  knees  will  descend  into  the  pelvis,  brought  down,  or  by  hooking  a  finger  or 
the  1^  will  drop  out  of  the  vagina,  earlier  blunt  instrument  over  the  groin,— as  will 
than  if  the  breech  had  passed  double ;  the  be  more  particularly  described  at  our  next 
body  of  the  child  will  be  expelled;    the  meeting. 

funis  umbilicalis  will  have  lost  its  protec-  Danger  to  the  child's  life  would  also  in- 

tion ;  and  the  infant  w^ill  be  in  great  dan-  duce  us  to  expedite  the  termination  of 

ger  of  strangulation.  the  labour. 

-  We  are  not  likely  to  ascertain  that  the 
FOOTLiwo  PRBSENTATioii.  child  is  in  jeopardy  until  after  the  breech 
Again,  one  or  both  feet  may  present,  is  expelled;  but,  when  the  body  is  half 
the  breech  being  easily  distinguishable  by  born,  our  indication  may  be  taken  partly 
the  finger,  or  lying  perfectly  out  of  reacn  from  the  state  of  pulsation  in  the  cord, 
of  a  common  examination.  and  partly  ftom  a  futile  attempt  at  res- 
When  we  feel  the  digital  extremity  of  pi  ration  being  made  while  the  head  still 
the  limb, — since  there  is  no  part  of  the  remains  either  in  the  uterus  or  vagina, 
child's  body  but  the  hand  with  which  it  1  have  already  directed  that  as  soon  as  the 
can  possibly  be  confounded, — itbecomesour  umbilicus  has  appeared  externally,  a  loop 
duty  to  discriminate  between  the  two,  for  of  the  funis  should  be  brought  down,  to 
reasons  previously  more  than  once  incul  prevent  tension  on  its  vessels;  and,  at  the 
cated ;  and  this  we  can  generally  do  before  same  time,  an  observation  may  be  made 
the  membranes  rupture.  The  foot  is  known  on  the  rapidity  and  strength  of  the  circu- 
by  the  rounded  instep,  by  the  prominent  lation.    If  the  arteries  are  beating  freely, 
heel,  by  the  toes  being  all*  in  one  line,  and  firmly,  and  equably,  about  fOO  strokes  in  a 
by  one*  of  the  digits  not  being  an  oppo-  minute,  the  child  is  in  no  present  danger, 
nent  to  the  other.  When  the  hand  is  at  the  and  we  need  not  accelerate  the  labour  for 
pelvic  brim,~as  I  shall  hereafter  tell  you,  its  sake ;  for  by  so  acting  we  might  leave 
— we  feel  the  flattened  wrist  and  palm,  the  uterus  uncontracted^  and  occasion  an 
the  thumb  an  opponent  to  the  fingers,  the  attack  of  haemorrhage.    But  if,  on  the  con- 
fingers  of  different  lengths,  and  the  ab-  trary,  the  circulation  be  languid ;  or  if  the 
sence  of  Uie  marks  just  described.  beats  be  very  rapid,  small,  feeble,  tremu. 
Under    presentations  of  the    feet,  the  lous,  or  intermittent,  some   impediment 
labour   is  usually  rather  lingering,  and  exists  to  the  transmission  of  the  blood, 
dilatation  of  the  parts  goes  on  but  slowly ;  and  the  child's  life  is  in  imminent  hazard. 
nevertheles8,this  forms  no  excuse  for  hurry  llie  other  indication  implying  danger 
or  interference  :  we  must  wait  a  mode-  to  tbe  child,  is  an   abortive  attempt  at 
rate  time  for  the  descent  of  the  child,  and  breathing  before  the  bead  is  in  the  world, 
allow  nature  to  accomplish  her  intention  known  by  a  sudden  spasm  of  the  dia- 
unaided;  unless,  indeed,  there  be  danger,  or  phragm  and  abdominal  muscles,  repeated 
some    urgent  reason  for  accelerating  the  at  uncertain  intervals.    It  would  appear 
labour.      I^ould  delay  induce  us  to  inter-  almost  incredible  that  the  infant  should 
fere,  or  should  symptoms  of  danger  super-  endeavour  to  respire  while  the  face  is  closely 
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embraced  liy  the  maternal  strnctare*,  twelve  months  affected  with  considerable 
and  when  it  can  inhale  nothing  but  the  anxiety  of  mind,  in  cpnseauence  of  the 
uterine  discharges :  such,  however,  I  hare  doubtUil  issue  of  some  building  speca. 
witnessed  on  numerous  occasions;  and  my  lations.  Towards  the  end  of  Lent, 
attention  was  first  caUed  to  the  fact  by  my  ^^^^y^  ^^  j,ad  riiridly  observed  accord- 
father.  I  We  before  adverted  to  this  cir-  •  ^  ^^  injunctions  of  the  Catholic 
cumstance,  and  adduced  it  as  one  aigu-  r«c. --u  ««  iL«  ii#u  «r  \r.*«k  o  «io« 
mcnt  to  prove  that  the  first  respimSry^  Church  on  Ae  11th  .^/^Marehjiday. 
effort  was  produced  by  an  impression  made  exempted  frona  the  prohibitions  rwect- 
on  the  cuticular  nerres  of  a  part  of  the  mg^aiet,  he  had  eaten  fredy  of  beef- 
body,  and  was  not  necessarily  dependent  steaks  with  onion-sauce.  He  was,  at 
on  the  nostrils  or  mouth  coming  into  con.  that  meal,  sparing  as  usual  in  the  ose  of 
tact  with  the  atmospheric  air.  This  con-  wine.  On  the  evening  of  the  following 
vulsive  effort  is  never  observed  so  long  as  day,  he  was  engagfed  (in  a  fatiguing  and 
the  circulation  along  the  funis  is  carried  ratner  anxious  way)  with  the  business 
on  with  vigour;  because,  while  the  child's  ©f  a  club,  of  which  he  was  treasurer, 
wants  can  be  supplied  through  the  medium  Qn  his  return  from  the  club,  about 
of  the  pUcento,  there  is  no  nec^ty  for  gi^^en  o'clock  at  night,  in  company 
csdhng  forth  thchithertodonnantfuncuon  ^j^^,  ^^^  ^f  j^jg  f^^^^s,  when  he  had 

«ff^V""iP'  .^""^  ^''^"  ^*f  •y'^ '"  *'''*  nearly  reached  bis  own  house,  be  was 

off,  a  fresh  action  is  requisite  for  the  con-    "™V      r;    -  .   . ^j   jA:i:#-.  #^ 

tinuance  of  life.     Thi?  gasp,  then,  is  in-  "^'^^  ^***"   faintncss  and  debility  to 

dicative  of  danger,  and,  together  with  a  s«c^»  '^J^^^^K  *^**  without  the  assis- 

declining  state  in  the  power  of  the  circula-  tancc  of  the  fnends  who  accompanied 

tion  through  the  umbilical  vessels,  would  him  he  would  not  have  been  able  to 

induce  us  to  expedite  the  delivery,  lest  the  have  kept  his  feet.     Soon  after  his  arri- 

foetus  should  perish  in  transitu.     In  using  val  at  his  house,  he  was  visited  by  Mr. 

our  extractive  means,  however,  we  must  Bromilow,  his  medical  attendant    He 

ever   remember   the    sensibility    of    the  described  himself  as  faint  and  exhausted; 

mother's  organs,  and  the  delicacy  of  the  complained  of  an  obtuse  heavy  pain  at 

foetal  body.     Violence  or  force  must  do  ^y^^  precordia,  and   was  affected  with 

irreparable  iiyuiy;  and  «erUon  even,  m  flatulent  eructations.     His  respiration 

the  case  under  consideraUon,  is  madmis-  ^^  ^^ .  ^^.^  p^,^  y^^  ^^^   ^^y^^^ 

At  our  next  meeting,  we  shall  discuss  though  weak.     He  had  no  affection  of 

the  difficulties  sometimes  met  with  under  the  head ,  nor  pain  any  where,  excepting 

breech  presentation,  and  the  best  means  of  as  described  in  the  chest    His  bowels 

overeoming  them.  ^^^  been  opened  that  day.    Mr.  Bro- 
milow ordered  anantispasmodic  draught, 

'  and  left  him  with  directions  to  Uke 

i,.fl-  something  warm,  and  go  to  bed.    He 

*^^8*  took  the  draught,  and  a  weak  glass  of 

°'  brandy  and  water.    At  three  o'clock  he 

FATAL  EFFUSION  OF  BLOOD  INTO  sent  for  Mr.  B.  again ;  and,  as  the  pain 

THE  PERICARDIUM.  ^  the  chest  was  not  abated,  he  expr^sed 

.....  Tx.       .  &  wish  to  be  bled,  which  Mr.  B.  agreed 

With  Diueetum.  ^^  „^^  ^jy,  ^1,^  ,,^pg  ^^  satisfying  his 

Br  James  Casson,  M.D.  Livespool.  mind  than  from  any  great  necessity  for 

___,  that  measure   being  indicated  by  the 

symptoms.     He  lost  a  pint  of  blood. 

The  following  case  of  a  disease  which  An  opiate  was  then  administered.    At 

is  of  rare  occurrence,  which  is  obscurely  this  visit,  Mr.  B.  examined  the  chest 

marked  by    the  accompanying  symp-  more  minutely.     He  applied  bis  ear  to 

toms,  and  which  can  scarcely  fail  to  pro-  the  different  regions  of  the  naked  chest, 

duce  unusual  excitement  by  the  unex-  but  perceiving  no  unusual  sound  or  vi- 

Sccted  fatal  tennination,  seems  highly  brations,  concluded  that  the  heart,  lungs, 

eserving  of  being  recorded.  and  large  vessels,  were  in  a  sound  state. 

Mr.  W..  a  gentleman  about  62  years  At  fire  o'clock  a.m.,  I  visited  him.    He 

of  age,  of  a  tall  and  robust  form,  clear  felt  cold,  perspired  gently,  and  chiefly 

complexion,  subject  occasionally  to  dys-  complained    of  a  pain    in  the  chest, 

peptic  affections,  though  of  very  re^-  which   he  describeu  as  wearisome  and 

lar  and   temperate  habits ;  of  an  active  oppressive.     It  was  not  increased   by 

disposition,  though  his  occupation  was  taking  a  full  inspiration.     He  had  vo- 

sedentary  and  confining ;  had  been  for  mlted  a  little  in  tha  course  of  the  night, 
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mod  bad  discharged  some  of  ibe  onion  distended  hy  tome  fluid,  wbich,  wben 

sauce  be  bad  taken  the  day  preceding  tbis  bag  was  opened,  was  found  to  be 

tbe  attack.   He  was  mucb  troubled  witb  blood,  partly  liquid  and  partly  coafu- 

flatulency,  and  belched  frequently,  but  lated :  the  quantity  was  not  less  than 

was  not  reliered  by  it,  so  far  as  rcG^arded  three  pints.     It  was  purely  blood,  with- 

tbe  pain  in  the  chest.    His  pu»e  was  out  the  admixture  of  any  fluid  indicat- 

regfular ;  tbe  heat  of  the  body  natural ;  ing-  inflammatory  action.    Tbe  external 

and  respiration  gpood.    He  had  had  no  surface  of  tbe  heart,  and  internal  surfaee 

sleep.  of  the  pericardium,  were  examined  care- 

rrom  the  information  given  by  Mr.  fully,  but  no  ruptured  yessels,  from 
Bromilow,  connected  with  my  own  ob-  which  the  blood  mig^ht  have  flowed, 
senration,  I  considered  that  nothing  were  discoverable  on  either  of  these  sur- 
could  be  indicated  by  tbe  symptoms  be-  faces.  The  heart  itself  was  perfectly 
yond  an  affection  of  tbe  stomach,  which  sound,  the  val?ea  were  in  good  condi- 
is  known  to  exhibit  itself  in  such  ano-  tion,  and  no  disease  exists  in  any  of 
malous  forms.  He  took  four  grains  of  the  large  vessels.  Tbe  lungs  were  free 
calomel,  and  two  of  opium.  We  visited  from  adhesions,  and  were  every  where 
bim  agrain  at  half  after  eleven  o'clock,  sound.  Tbe  other  viscera  were  in  a 
He  bad  bad  little  sle^p.  The  symp-  sound  state.  A  great  deal  of  care  and 
toms  remained  tbe  same.  He  was  time  was  expended  in  trying  to  disco- 
ordered  an  aperient  mixture,  and  ver  tbe  source  from  which  tbe  blood  bad 
we  proposed  to  visit  bim  again  at  seven  flowed  into  tbe  pericardium,  but  in  vain: 
o'clock.  At  tbis  visit  I  replied  to  the  a  slight  ecchvmosis  was  observed  about 
anxious  inquiries  of  tbe  family — that  we  tbe  root  of  toe  pulmonary  artery.  Dr. 
did  not  see  any  cause  for  alarm ;  that  Baillie,  in  his  Morbid  Anatomy,  says, 
tbe  complaint  seemed  to  arise  from  indi-  '*  Cases  have  occurred,  though  very 
gestion;  and  that  I  bad  no  doubt  he  rarely,  in  which  a  large  ouautity  of 
would  recover.  At  three  o'clock  in  tbe  blood  has  been  accumiuatea  in  the  ca- 
aflemoon  be  sent  for  Mr.  Bromilow,  as  vity  of  tbe  pericardium,  but  where  no 
tbe  pain  still  continued  unabated,  and  rupture  could  be  discovered  ailer  tbe 
wished  to  know  if  be  might  have  any  most  diligent  search,  either  in  the  heart 
thing  to  rob  the  part  with.  The  bowels  itself,  or  m  any  of  its  vessels.  This  ap- 
bad  not  been  opened,  and  he  bad  bad  pears  very  wonderful,  and  not  at  ail 
little  or  no  sleep.  A  short  time  before  what  any  person  would  expect  ^  priori. 
seven  o'clock,  the  hour  at  which  we  bad  Two  conjectures  have  occurred  to  me, 
proposed  to  visit  bim,  and  at  which  I  to  explain  this  phenomenon :  1st,  that 
was  prevented  from  attendance  by  an  the  blood-vessels  on  tbe  surface  of  the 
nrg^nt  call  to  a  distantpart  of  the  coun-  heart  have  lost  their  compactness  of  tis- 
try,  Mr.  W.  was  seizeu  with  what  the  sue,  so  that  the  blood  may  have  escaped 
famUy  conceived  to  be  a  fit ;  and,  a  short  by  transudation.  The  other  is,  that  the 
time  afVer  tbe  arrival  of  Mr.  Bromilow,  blood  may  have  been  poured  out  by  the 
expired.  In  conseuueiice  of  my  una-  extremities  of  the  small  vessels,  opening 
voidable  absence,  oUier  physicians  were  on  the  surface  of  that  part  chiefly  of  the 
called  in,  and  two  arrived,  but  not  until  pericardium  forming  the  immediate 
afler  the  death  of  tbe  patient.  I  applied  cover  of  the  heart,  from  their  orifices  hav- 
for  permission  to  open  the  body,  which  ing  been  to  a  very  uncommon  degree 
was  granted.    The  body  was  examined  relaxed." 

twenty- four  hours  after  death,  by  Mr.  There  is  a  case  related  by  Dr.  Alston, 

Bromilow,  in  my  presence,  and  in  that  in  tbe  sixth  volume  of  tbe  Edinburgh 

of  my  son.  Dr.  Carson,  jun.    Ilie  fol-  Medical  Essays,  in  which  the  disease  of 

lowing  were  tbe  appearances  on  dis-  the  chest  was  of  long  standing.     Three 

section : —  pints  of  blood,  which  was  partly  coagii- 

Upon  opening  the  chest,  the  lungs  on  lated  and   partly  mixed  with  lymnh, 

both  sides  were  perfectly  sound    and  were  found  in   tbe  pericardium.     No 

collapsed ;  but,  notwithstanding  the  col-  ruptured  vessel  was  discovered  either  on 

lapse,  the  chest  was  filled  more  than  tbe   outer  surface  of  the  heart,  or  the 

it  usually  is,  when  the  lungs  are  sound,  inner  surface  of  the  pericardium.     Upon 

This  indTicated  the  existence  of  some  fo-  pressing  the  heart,  a  bloody  serum  oozed 

reigfn  substance,  or  morbid  enlargement  out  of  a  groat  many  orifices  on  its  sur- 

of  some  of  tbe  organs.   The  pericardium  face,  and  principally  near  its  base.    No 

was  found  accoraiugly  to  be  immensely  disease  was  discovered  in  the  interior  of 
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the  heart  or  large  vfflsela.     Dr.  Baillie  one  mij^ht  have  been  made ;  but  the 

refom  to  two  cases  of  extravasation  of  same  prudence  would  not  permit  the 

blood  into  the  cavitjr  of  the  pericardium,  expression  of  a  favourable  prognosis  in 

in  which  the  source  of  the  niemorrhage  way  case  whatever*. 

could  not)  aAer  the  most  careful  exami- 

nation,  be  discoveretl.    In  both  these,     

functional  disease  of  the  heart  had  been  FUNGOID  TUMOR  OF  THE  BRAIN, 

observed  for  some  time  previous  to  the  ^*  "^    ^^     ^    v-»  v*  m,^a^  unAn^. 

doath  of  the    patient^  Firf*  Medical  

Observer,  vol.  x.  p.  330;  Memoirs  of  «,    ..    i,...        >...     --^  ..    ,  ^ 

Mtdical  Society,  vol  i.  p.  238.  ^^  '**  ^^"^'*  ""f  ^^  ^^«^«^«'  GazeiU. 

Various  ouinions  have  been  advanced  gm 
respectiuff  toe  sources  from  which, 'in  t           /i.*  i    ^                 i            c  r 
lI.e'aboTe  cses,  the  blood  was  derived,  ^^y.""  ^^'"K^t  H""**^  '''^  ."^'i"'- 
One  of  the  supposiUons  made  by  Dr.  &«"?  """»'  »^*f  ^'"°  of  safficieiit  im- 
Uaillie  appeara  to  me  to  approach  the  P"'*'"'''  '»  «"?'!*=  »'  »»  *  ?>>«:?  m  your 
uearest  to'^&e  truth,  which  L,  that  the  *e»-«^o;'<l»c«P«l  J0"™»1.  y"  »;•.»  ""'ge 
blood  had  oozed  out  of  the  small  vea-  ■»«  J»y  mscHing  it  at  your  earliest  con- 
tela  on  the  internal  surface  of  the  peri-  '*"'*™*'             i   j-    , 
canlium  immediately  covering  the  heart.  ^""^  obedient  servant, 
!t  is  probable,  I  think,  that  tLc  oozinff,  ^^Z^oi  S^VZ^^Ioa*,, 
particularly  in  toe  case  now  narrated,  ofSorvcoiM. 
arose  from  the  condition  of  the  blood,  Wettgate.  WakeAeld, 
and  the  relaxed  state  of  the  fibres.     It  June  20, 18S4. 
would  appear  that  the  disease  was  ge- 
neral, aim  that  the  shivering,  faintness,  Mrs.  S.,  a  married  ladj,  st.  46,  of  a 
and  depression  of  spirits,  were  not  the  full,  plethoric  habit,  but  who  never  had 
effects  of  the  flow  ot  blood  into  the  peri-  any  laniily,eiijovcd  almost  uninterrupted 
cardium,  but  that  this  last  was,  like  the  gfood  health  till  about  five  years  ago^ 
affections  stated,  the  effect  or  symptom  when   she  became  subject  to  freouent 
of  the  i^eneral  disease, — that,  in  fact,  attacks  of  headache,  accompanieo   hy 
there  existed  a  morbid  state  of  the  whole  sickness,  which  generally  terminated  in 
system,  similar  to  that  which  takes  place  vomiting,  the  matter  ejected  having  a 
in  purpura,  in  some  kinds  of  epistaxis,  bitter,  sour  taste.    The  pain  generally 
hifiuatemesis,  and  in  bleeding  trom  the  came  on  in  bed,  about  miauight,  making; 
bowels  in  typhus  fever.    The  pain  in  her  very  restless  and  uneasy,  and  would 
the  chest  was,  in  the  first  place,  occa-  continue  most  of  the  foUowiuj^  day,  and 
sioiied  by  the  admission  of  blood  into  a  sometimes  longer,  then  leaving  oer  as 
cavity  not  accustomed  to  the  stimulus  well  as  before  the  attack.    In  this  way 
of  that  fluid.    There  is  no  reason  to  sup-  she  went  on,  suffering  severely  at  longer 

1)use  that  the  action  of  the  heart  would  or  shorter  intervals,  deceivingr  herself 

le  mechanically  affected  until  the  quan-  with  the  idea  that  it  was  a  bdious  or 

titv  of  the  blood  was  pretty  consider-  rheumatic  afiTection,  and  thus  she  ne- 

able )  for  the  blood  would  readily  follow  {fleeted  calling  in  medical  aid,  as  in  the 

the  dilatation  of  the  pericardium,  occa-  interval  of  attacks  her  appetite  wasgood, 

sioued  by  the  elasticity  of  the  lungs,  and  she  appeared  plump  and  heuthy. 

when  the  chambers  or  the  heart  had  But  even  at  this  time  her  friends  felt  un- 

fluikhed  their  contractions.    No  sound  easy  about  her,  in  consequence  of  notic- 

was  perceived,  on  carefully  examining  iiig  that  her  memory  became  very  deflec- 

the  chest :  indeed,  no  sound  could  be  live,  and  that  at  times  she  was  hurried 

cxciledi  as  no  fluid  was  poured  from  one  and  confused  in  her  manner,  and  at  a  loss 

vessel  into  another;  for,  as  the  auricles  for  words  to  express  herself ;  complained 

v.\paud  as  the  ventricles  contract,  the  of  seeing  iudistincdy,  and  as  if  objects 

vhautfe  of  place  in  the  constituents  of  were  moving  and  dancing  before  her 

the  Quid  in  the  pericardium  would  be  eyes, — symptoms  which  were  much  in- 

iucuuidderablei  ana  made  with  quietness,  creased  about  the  menstrual  period,  and 

There    does   not  appear  to  be  any  relieved  afler  a  free  and  copious  discharge, 

symptom  in  this  case  that  would  have  This  state  of  things  continued  from  1829 

M  una u ted  the   mcilical  attendants    in  till  the  time  I  was  called  in,  which  hap« 

li\\  iug  au  unfavourable  prognosis.    As     ■'  — 

a  maUvr  ui'  piudence,  a  less  favourable  •  uvtrpcol  MedlMi  JotirnsL 
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pcned  on  the  26th  Febniarj,  1833.  at  about  six  weeks ;  at  the  end  of  which 
12  o'clock  at  night.  On  my  arriyaJ,  I  time  she  appeared  much  better,  the  pain 
was  informed  by  those  about  her  that  still  recumng',  but  at  longer  intervals, 
she  had  been  suffering  all  the  previous  and  with  less  severity.  As  the  weather 
day  from  her  usual  headache ;  nad  bad  was  now  becoming  mild,  and  the  dis- 
several  fainting  fits ;  and,  as  tibey  ex-  ease  was.  evidently  of  subacute  charac- 
pressed  it,  *'  could  hardly  keep  life  in  ter,  and  had  hitnerto  proved  very  in- 
ner." She  complained  of  great  pain  in  tractable,  I  be^an  to  suspect  it  might 
the  head  ;  face  hot  and  flushed ;  extre-  be  connected  with  a  strumous  diathesis, 
mities  cold;  pulse  hard,  and  about  ^;  and  recommended  chang^e  of  air,  which 
tongue  slightly  furred.  I  immediately  was  immediately  earned  into  effect, 
abstracted  from  the  arm  16  oz.  of  blood;  She  was  absent  about  a  month,  and  re- 
ordered the  feet  and  legs  to  be  fomented  turned  home  without  having  received 
with  flannels  wrung  out  of  hot  water,  much  benefit.  Afler  a  short  interval 
and  then  dipped  in  spt.  terebinth. ;  and  she  went  to  Harrowgate,  and  then  to 
prescribed  for  her  ext.  colocynth.  c.  c.  Scarborough.  At  the  latter  place  she 
cal.,  to  be  followed  up  with  mf.  sennce,  remained  out  a  short  time,  as  she  felt 

"  became 


[oumey 
^  .        ty,and 

rated  powerfully  on  the  bowels ;  she  had  was  veiy  tedious  and  distressing, from  the 

had  no  return  of  faintingfits;  the  extre-  great  langiior  and  disposition   to  fre- 

mities  were  warm ;    pulse  softer,  and  quent  fainting  on  the  road.    At  York 

less  frequent ;   head  much  relieved  ;  but  she  was  stifiT,  cold,  and  insensible,  for 

as  she  still  complained  of  pain  over  the  about  two  hours. 

eyes,  I  recommended  the  application  of  As  soon  as  she  arrived  at  home  I  was 
twelve  leeches  to  the  forehead,  to  keep  sent  for,  and  found  all  the  powers  of  life 
in  bed,  and  to  take  a  dose  of  effervescing  exceedingly  depressed ;  the  skin  almost 
medicine,  with  fifteen  drops  of  vin.  as  cold  as  marble  ;  sensibility  g^atly 
antim.  tart,  every  four  or  five  hours ;  blunted ;  pulse  about  50,  and  very  weak, 
the  cathartic  medicine  to  be  repeat-  Ordered  hot  fomentations,  with  spt.  te- 
ed as  occasion  required.  Under  this  rebinth.  to  the  feet  and  legs,  and  mus- 
mode  of  treatment,  she  was  in  a  tard  cataplasms  to  the  epigastric  region ; 
few  davs  restored  to  her  usual  state  to  have  hot  brandy  and  water,  and  take 
of  health  ;  and  as  she  had  a  great  the  following  medicine  :— 
disinclination  to  take  any  more  medi-  _  .  _  ,  «  i  ^ 
cine,  and  considered  herself  well,  I  took  ^  Ammon.  Carbon,  grs.  x. ;  Palv.  Gum. 

m V  leave   advifiino*  her  to  nav  strict  at-  Camph.  gre.  v.,  terc  c.  Spt.  Vim,  q.  s. 

ray  leave,  a«v»^g  ner  to  pay  strict  at-  ^^     ^^^^   ^j^   ^        .      jj.j^.y 

tention  to  the  bowels,  to  absUm  from  jj^,/  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^^     i  ^^  horA  stf- 

wine  and  malt  liquor,  to  eat  sparingly  mend. 

of  animal  food,  and  that  only  every  other 

day.    In  about  a  week,  on  passing  the  Afler  taking  about  six  doses  of  the 

door,  I  looked  in,  and  found  her  lying  above  prescription,  and  persevering  in 

on  the  sofa,  complaining  of  her  usual  «the  hot  fomentations,  6cc.,  re-action  was 

pain  in  the  head,  great  lassitude  and  de-  produced,  but  not  to  such  an  extent  as 


recommended  her  to  continue  the  aperient,  sofl,  beating  about  60,  and  the  extremi- 
ihe  head  to  be  shaved  and  kept  wetted  ties  could  not  be  kept  warm  without  the 
with  spirituous  lotion,  and  the  occasional  constant  application  of  a  stone  bottle 
application  of  leeches,  as  the  pain  filled  with  hot  water.  Local  bleeding 
cnanged  its  seat,  being  sometimies  in  was  again  had  recourse  to,  with  a  suc- 
one  part  of  the  head,  and  then  in  ano-  cession  of  blisters  and  other  counter- 
ther,  but  most  generally  about  the  occi^  irritants,  which,  afler  a  time,  afforded 
put,  shooting  upwards  and  forwards  to  considerable  relief;  and  she  was  again 
the  temporal  regions,  and  over  the  fore-  so  far  recovered  as  to  be  able  to  go 
head.  This  mode  of  treatment,  with  a  out  and  take  daily  exercise,  by  walk- 
course  of  blisters  at  the  back  part  of  the  ing  in  the  garden,  and  riding  in  a  car- 
head,  and  behind  the  cars,  with  altera-  riage.  The  appetite  was  now  good, 
tive  doses  of  mercury,  and  the  use  of  ana  her  sleep  calm  and  refreshing,  with 
the  shower-bath,   were    continued   for  only  occasional  pain  in  the  head ;  but 
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Dot    80  distressing^  as  to  ptx>duce   de-  fectiye;  recoUection  almost  gone;  the 

pression  of  spirits  and  prostration    of  amaurosis  complete.    Dr.  CroMrtber  now 

strength.     I  now  recommended  her  to  prescribed  cupping  on  the  temples,  and 

try  the  country  affain,  taking  with  her  a  caustic-issue  to  be  made  high  up  in 

some  pills  ofhydr.  submur.  comp.;  to  the  neck,  sufficiently  large,  after  the 

take  5  grs.  each  night  ou  going  to  bed,  slough  had  separated,  to  admit  half-a- 

and  to  use  the  shower-bath.     She  was  dozen  French  oeans,  which  discharsped 

absent  about  three  weeks,  took  the  pills  very  freely,  and  for  a  time  appearea  to 

as  directed,  which  operated  gently  on  afford  relief;  but  this  was  only  tern- 

the  bowels,  but  did  not  produce  the  least  porair.    At  this  period  of  the  disease, 

mercurial  effect ;  and,  until  within  two  March  20tb,  Dr.  Crowther  and  I  usually 

or  three  days  of  her  return  home,  she  met  twice  a  day,  and  continued  it  for 

continued  better,  complaining  only  of  nearly  a  month  afterwards.    It  was  now 

her  sight  becoming  weaker  and  weaker,  observed  that  she  was  wilder  and  more 

although  no  change  was  apparent  in  the  incoherent  in  her  remarks,  would  say 

eyes,  and  lamented  that  sne  could  not  the  strangest  things  imaginable,  and  in 

see  to  work  or  read.    The  day  after  her  a  short  time  after  be  quite  rational :  her 

retuni   from  the  country  I  was  again  nights  became  restless,  and  she  could 

requested  to  see  her,    and  found  her  not  be  kept  in  bed,  unless  held  down 

labouring  under  all  her  former  symp-  by  two  or  three  other  persons.    These 

toms.    The  same  treatment  was  again  symptoms  were  followed  by  confirmed 

pursued,  but  without  any  good  effect.  derangement,  accompanied  with  a  high 

Matters  went  on  from  bad  to  worse ;  state  of  maniacal    excitement ;   refus- 

pain  in  the  head  constant,  tongue  furred,  ing   all    medicine  and   food.    Becom- 

pupil  dilated,  vision  more  obscure,  in  the  ing,    at    last,    totally    unmanageable, 

nights  frequent  sickness  and  vomiting,  the  strait-waiscoat  was  applied.    After 

with  hiccup  and  complete  loss  of  ap-  this  state  of  things  had  continued  a  few 

petite.  days,  she  would  be  comparatively  calm, 

I  now  felt  convinced  that  I  had  to  with  great  prostration ;  the  pulse  quick 
C(mtend  with  some  deep-seated  and  ob-  and  small ;  tongue  of  a  dark-brown 
stinate  malady,  which  nad  hitherto  re-  colour,  dry  and  parched,  with  sordes  on 
sisted  (except  for  a  time)  every  thing  the  teeth,  gums,  and  about  the  lips; 
that  I  had  done  for  my  suffering  patient;  urine  scanty  and  high-coloured;  the 
and,  taking  into  account  the  uncertainty  strength  requiring  support  by  the  use 
that  prevailed  in  regard  to  the  true  of  sago,  wine,  and  such  other  nourish- 
nature  of  the  complaint,  I  requested  a  ing  food  as  could  be  forced  down.  The 
consultation,  when  Dr.  Crowther,  the  former  state  of  things  would  occasion- 
family  physician,  was  called  in  ou  the  ally  recur  with  high  delirium,  and  thus 
26th  Jauuarv.  Up  to  this  period  she  the  symptoms  alternated  for  several 
had  lost  little  or  no  flesh ;  her  appear-  weeks,  losing  flesh  rapidly,  each  pa- 
ance  was  plump,  and  a  stranger  seeing  roxysm  leaving  her  weaker  and  weaker, 
her  would  have  thought  her  quite  well.  On  our  visit  on  the  31st,  Dr.  Crowther 
The  constitutional  msturbance  at  no  inquired  of  the  nurse,  '*  had  she  made 
time  corresponded  with  the  local  distress  water  ?"  We  both  felt  surprised  to 
in  the  beau ;  the  pulse  seldom  exceeded  hear  that  none  had  been  passed  since  the 
80,  and  oflener  not  more  than  70 ;  the  day  but  one  before ;  more  particularly 
urine  invariably  abundant,  and  straw-  as  previous  to  this  the  secretion  had 
coloured.  As  tne  digestive  organs  were  been  copious,  and  the  discharge  regu- 
now  more  deranged  than  at  any  former  lar.  Upon  examination,  the  blacker 
period.  Dr.  Crowther  nrescribed  such  was  found  to  be  Considerably  distended, 
remedies  as  had  the  effect  of  restoring  gfiving  much  pain  to  the  patient  when 
them  to  a  better  and  healthier' action  ;  pressed  upon.  The  catheter  was  imme- 
the  appetite  improved,  her  nights  were  diately  introduced,  and  nearly  a  quart 
better,  and  pain  in  the  head  moderated,  of  high-coloured  urine  drawn  off.  The 
This  state  of  things  was  of  short  dura-  next  day  it  was  passed  twice;  the  quan- 
tion ;  the  disease  soon  assumed  a  more  tity  discharged  by  the  catheter,  at  both 
active  character ;  head-ache  without  in-  times,  being  about  a  pint  and  a  half, 
termission;  pulse  accelerated,  varying  Its  daily  use  was  required  for  some 
from  100  to  1 10 ;  tongue  loaded ;  appe-  time  afterwards,  when  nature  resumed 
tite  gone;  bowels  inactive;  frequent  her  own  work ;  the  quantity  small,  re- 
sickness ;  vomiting  and  troublesome  sembling  a  strong  infusion  of  coflTee. 
hiccup ;  the  memory  more  and  more  de*  The  bowels  were  obstinately  confined, 
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and  evacuations  could  only  be  procured  tracted  a  gonorrhoea,    which,   in  conse- 

by  forcings  down  cathartic  medicine,  and  quence  of  his  gnrgeon  having  died  soon 

usin^  injections.  About  a  fortnight  pre-  ^^  ^^  l>ad  consulted  him,  was  neglected, 

vious  to  her  death,  she  had  cold  riffors,  f"^  improperly  treated.    From  this  cause 

with  convulsiTc  tremors,  each  occu^ng  ^«^"J*  hnmeialis  was   brought  on,  then 

twice   in   iwenty-four  hours.      Deeply  »tn«.^»^»;  ^nd,  two  or  three  years  after- 

•.w»t,^7   i«    iTTcuyr  .MM.    i    «.a.      i^c^p.j  wards,  retention  of  urine.    Dunng  the  first 

comatose  for  thirty-six  hours  before  she  p^^  ^f  ^^e  complaint  he  led  a  very  irre- 

expired.                      t\'         •  gnlar  life,  drinking  and  sporting ;  so  that 

Appearances  on  Dusection,  twenty-  the  gonorrhoea  continued  on  him  for  two 

teven  hours  after  death. — The  cranium  or  three  years :   at  length,  however,   he 

was  thin,  the   dura  mater  nst^ral,  the  found  a  difficulty  in  voiding  his  urine. 

arachnoid  coat  was  opaque,  and  bad  an  This  increased  until  it  onlv  flowed  by 

effusion   of  serum  beneath  it;  the  pia  drops,  when  he  became  seized  with  severe 

mater  was  much  loaded  with  blood,  and  "g:^"  and  retention  of  urine.    No  instni- 

adhered  generally   to  the  substance  of  ™«?^^  could  be  passed  into  the  bladder; 

the   brain       The  medullary  substance  and  therefore,  when  he  was  recovered  from 

was  softer  than  usual,  and  the  cut  sur-  this  attack,  caustic  was  employed  four  or 

r       =*"*»^                       '    1.1     J           •  .  five  times,  with  the  view^  of  destroying  th<? 

faces  presented  manv    bloody    points,  stricture.    Its  application  produce^d  a  very 

About  three  ounces  of  serum  were  found  alarming  hemorrhage,  so  much  so  that 

in  the  lateral  ventncles.     several  round  the  surgeons  who  attended  him  were  afraid 

transparent  vesicles,  containingr  serum,  to  continue  its  employment.    By  using  it, 

were  attached  to  the  plexus  choroidei.  however,  they  were  enabled  to  pass  a  bougie 

The  appearance  of  the  optic  nerves  through  one    stricture  four  inches  from 

was  natural,  but  the  fornix  and  thalami  the  orifice.     Another  was  then  found  an 

of  these  nerves  were  softer  than  usual.  ln<^b  further  on.    This  also  was  overcome, 

Externally,  the  posterior  lobe  of  the  ^^e°  a  third,  much  worse  than  either  of 

left  hemisphere  presented  no  difTerence  f^®  ^"^^"^^^  ^**  discovered  at  the  bulb: 

from  the  rest  6f  the  brain,  except  that  }^  'I*"  ^"\^  impermeable  to  any  urethral 

the  blood-vessels  of  the  pia  mater  were  !n5trument,  and  appeared  to  be  of  a  very 

u«^  t^.^^i^    ™^,        J       p.c»  ..t«t.c.  ,Tc.^  indurated  structure.     As  no  other  remedy 

more  congrested,  and  that  thevems  m  but  the  caustic  (excepting  the  division  of 

manj  parts  were  varicose ;  but  on  cut-  the  stricture  from  the  perineum)  offered 

tmg  into  It,  a  funijoid  mass  was  found,  the  slightest  chance  of  relief,  its  applica- 

somewhat  resemblingf  the  substance  of  tion  was  again  proposed  by  other  sur- 

the  placenta  in  colour,  but  in  substance  geons.    The  patient,  however,  having  suf- 

it  was  less  dense,  of  an  irregular  form,  rered  so  much  before,  and  having  nearly 

occopying  about  one-third  part  of  the  lost  his  life  from  hsBmorrhage,  declined  its 

lobe,  but  no  where  penetrating-  through  ^^-     S^°*^®  ^^"  period  he  has  suffered 

the  pia  mater  most  severely,  and  informs  me,  so  distress- 

The  cerebri  substance  in  immediate  j"?  *,"^  '^f^L^*^*  ^^  symptoms  been, 

contact  with    the   fungoid  mass,    was  tnf  n.%W?!t^  fJ^^^ 

softer   than   natural      The  cerehl^llum  ^?\  °P  ^^^7  ^^  ^^^^  ^"J^  ^"""8:  the 

soiier  man  naiurai.     ine  cercDeuum,  ^j  i,^  ^  endeavour  to  make  water;  and 

medulla  oblong^ata,  and  the  nerves  pro.  j^  the  day  he  has  had  incontinence.    The 

ceeding  from  the  brain,  were  in  a  na-  straining  and  pain,  also,    have  been  so 

tural  state.  great  during  the  attempt  to  void  the  urine 

_^________^_____^^___^______^^______  as  to  cause  total  blindness  for  half  a  mi- 
nute at  a  time,  and  frequentlyto  force  an 

ON  PERFORATION  evacuation    of  the   fsB^es.     The  genital 

or  organs  likewise  have  become  wasted  and 

STRICTURES  OF  THE  URETHRA,  f^^ig**"*'  ^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^™^*  extremely 

WUh  Cases,  Finding  that  he  had  derived  no  benefit 

Bt  R.  a.  Staffobo  ^^^  treatment  in  this  country,  he  went 

Sorfeon  to  the  Maxy-le-bone  luflrmRry,  and  for-  to  Paris,  to  consult  the  French  sui^geons. 

merly  Hoom  Sorgeoo  to  sr.  Bartholomew's  He  did  not,  however,  reap  any  advance 

Hoaptui.  from  the  remedies  they  employed ;  conse. 

[Concluded  from  p.  880.]*  quently,  having  heard*  of  the  method  of 

perforati  ng  strictures,  he  was  recommended 

""^h^F^'IrTr  ^-^f "'n^'  "*•'*  r r?hit  m'e^r^^    i:^ir^ 

had  produced   Impotence,  ^c,  per-  j^„^  ^^  pj^^  hiiiself  under  my  care. 

joratea.  q^  examining  him,  I  found  him  to  be 

May  18,  1833.~Mr.  R.,  mt  49.    This  mnch  in  the  state  as  above  described,  and 

gentleman,  about  eighteen  years  ago,  con-  that  he  had  an  impermeable  stricture  si- 
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tnated  at  the  bolb.  After  having  prepased  and  feeling  the  lenmtion  as  if  a  red-hot 

him  for  the  operation,  I  introduced  the  iv»n  were  passed ;  and  he  voided  his  urine 

urethral  perforator,  and  cut  through  half  only  by  drops.    He  had  lost  the  erectile 

an  inch  of  stricture.    A  small  gum-elastic  power  of  the  penis,  and  was  quite  impotent, 

catheter  was  then  introduced  into    the  After  some  trouble  and  difficulty,  I  at 

bladder.    On  the  alternate  days,  the  size  length  got  him  into  such  a  state  as  to  bear 

of  the  catheter  was  increased  by  the  intro-  the  passage  of  a  bougie,   and  found  a 

duction  of  another.    A  No.  13  could  be  stricture     situated    seven     inches    from 

passed  in  less  than  a  fortnight    Steel  di.  the     orifice.      As     he     suffered     much 

lators  were  now  passed  twice  in  the  week ;  pain    in    passing   the   instrument,    and 

and  in  six  weeks  from  the  operation  this  as    the    urethra    at    the  strictured  part 

patient  left  my  care,  being  able  to  make  was  extremely  sensitive  and  tender,  I  only 

water  aa  well  as  ever  he  had  done  in  his  life,  made  one  incision  at  a  time  with  the  nre- 

_                   _,                  ,    .              . ,  thral  perforator.    After  four  applications 

Remarks.— The  undent  d«aire  to  void  of  the  instrument,  I  succeeded  in  perforat. 

the  urine  very  frequently,  is  common  tn  ing  the  obstruction.    A  small  gum  elastic 

the   worst  stage  of  stricture ;  and  it  is  catheter  was  passed,  and  left  in  the  bind- 

one    of  those    symptoms,  occasioninsf  der.    This  was  withdrawn,  and  a  larger 

fatiguing   and    restless   nights,  which  uze  introduced  on  the  second  day.    Four 

tends  to   wear  out  the  patient     The  «^V*  ^^^  ^h«  operation  the  catheters  were 

most  remarkable  symptom  in  this  case,  J®"  o^v  ^^  ^^  ^  ^^}^  ?Z  steel  dila. 

was  the  temporary  blindness  at  the  time  *«"•,  \"  f  .™^°^  ^  No.   10  could  be 

of  micturit&u.  -^This  most  probably  P??^;J^5,^4J^^  ^'"^  *^'  ''*'^""^  "^^'^"^ 
arose  from    the    straining,    producii\g 

an     obstructed    circulation    of    blood  Remark.— In  this  case,  as  in  the  last, 
through  the  lungs,  whereby  the  return  impotence  was  produced  bv  the  stricture, 
of  blood  to  the  heart  was  prevented,  thus  and  disease  was  attended  bj  the  worst 
causing  a   determination  of  blood    to  symptoms, 
the  head ;  by  which,  probably,  the  op- 
tic nerve  and  the  retina  were  affected.  Case  XlK.-^trieture,  producing  Re^ 
I  have  oflen  seen  the  same  occur,  in  a  tention  of  Urine^  perforated. 
minor  degree,  in  passing  a    bougie;  -,    o    ^     %.     ^^^   »                     «  . 

owing,  perhaps,  to  another  cause-^the  J^  t^^^'^^ll^'  1;^"^ '^TS^'' ''' 
n^^^io  o^^;«in,!<.n«  .o  ,'«  i.i.i.k;n»  «««  cousultation  with  Mr.  Walker,  of  Picca- 
nervous  excitement,  M  in  blushing,  pro-    ^j,      ^  ^  ^  genUeman  who  had  la- 

ducing  a  determination  of  blood  to  the  bouVed  under  retenUon  of  urine  for  more 

head.     In  one  instance,  the  nose  has  al-  than  two  days,  and  who  had  had  perma- 

wajrs  bled ;  m  another  (Case  I V.  m  this  nent  stricture  for  some  years.    The  blad. 

series),  the  conjunctiva  has  been  suffused  der  was  extremelv  distended,  reaching  as 

with  blood ;  and  in  many,  the  face  baa  high  as  the  umbihcus ;  and  he  was  suffer- 

become   vei^  red  and  flushed.     Impo-  ing  the  most  excruciating  agony,  not  being 

tence  is  by  no  means    uncommon   in  able  to  void  even  a  drop  of  urine.    Mr. 

stricture.     The  erectile  and  ejaculatoiy  Walker  had  most  judiciously  employed 

power  is  frequently  lost,  or  the  semen  ^^^^  remedy  in  his  power,  but  without  ef. 

is  kept  back  by  the  closure  of  the  stric  Jf  <^*»  ^"^^  <^«  smallest  catheter  could  not 

ture,  and  thus  impregnation  is  pre-  ^  P*^^  ^"'^^^J  ^^J"  ^^^  .»°*^''«'.  **^^" 
vented  canal.      Under  these   circumstances, 

and  as  the  bladder  must  otherwise  have 
Case  XVlU.Siriciure,  producing      ^^  P^"*^*"*?^'  ^  proposed  the  perfora- 

Impotence,  perforated,  T""^  .^"^  "^"J?"!^-    Accordingly  I  mtro- 

•'  "tr   J  duccd  the  urethral  perforator,  and  gradn- 

July  1833,  Mr.  C,  sBt  43,  a  gentleman  ally  cut  through  ai>out  an  inch  of  stric 

of  a  highlv  nervous  temperament,  applied  tore,  which  enabled  me  to  pass  a  catheter 

to  me,  under  the  following  circumstances,  fully  seven  inches.    There  was,  however. 

He  had  been  afflicted  with  stricture  ever  so  much  spasm,  that  it  was  impossible  to 

since  he  had  been  a  boy ;  which  latterly  get  it  into  the  bladder.     We  therefore 

had  so  distressed  and  fretted  him,  from  the  placed  him  in  a  warm  bath,  and  bled  him 

constant  pain  and  irritation  he  felt  in  the  to  four-and- twenty  ounces.      On  taking 

urethra,  that  he  could  hardly  speak  of  his  him  out  of  the  batn,  he  was  ordered  a  dose 

complaint  without  weeping.    He  had  an  of  liq.  opii  sed.  (ttixxv.),  and  we  agreed  to 

anxious  and  worn-out  countenance ;  he  meet,  (thinking  that,  being  under  the  in. 

had   become   emaciated  and  feeble  ;    he  fluence  of  opium,  he  might  be  more  tran- 

seldom  got  any  sleep,  and  had  entirely  quil,)  early  in  the  morning,  to  make  ano- 

lost  his  appetite.    The  urethra  was  so  ir-  ther  attempt  to  pass  the  catheter,  or,  if  we 

ritable  that  he  could  not  at  first  bear  the  failed,  to  puncture  the  bladder.    We  met 

introduction  of  a  bougie  without  fainting,  at   eight   o'clock :    a  catheter  was  then 
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passed  with  the  greatest  ease,  and  at  least  For  about  two  months  after  the  operation 
three  pints  of  high-coloared  acrid  urine  the  urine  passed  through  the  wound  in  the 
was  drawn  off.  The  catheter  was  left  in  perineum.  The  wound  at  length  healed 
the  bladder,  and  changed  for  one  of  a  up,  and  the  natural  passage  was  restored, 
larger  size  erery  other  day ;  and  in  a  fort-  Since  this  period  he  has  passed  bougies 
night  a  No.  12  could  be  passed  with  the  for  himself,  but  of  late  years  the  passage 
greatest  facility.  He  has  continned  well  has  nearly  closed  up  again ;  and,  in  con- 
ever  since.  sequence  of  the  pain  and  irritation  of  the 

urethra  and  blaader,his  health  has  greatly 

Remark. — Tt  will  be  seen  that  this  suffered ;  and  his  rest  at  night,  from  the 

patient  was  reduced  to  the  very  last  ex-  constant  inclination  to  make  water,  has 

tremity  before  the  stricture  was  pcrfo-  *>««»  broken.    On  examining  him,  I  found 

rated.    There  is  no  doubt,  had  not  this  ^,%  '*"'^!?'  T  '^^^  '"^^^  [~?  ^? 

operution  been  performed,  the  bladder  ^^^.TX^^^'^'^lil^'^^^ 

must  have  been  punctured.  q^  ^,,^  ,  J^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^j„„^^  ^^^  I 

divided  the  first  stricture,  and  on  the  20th 

Case  XX. — Striciure  of  35  yean*  dura-  the  second.    Steel  dilators  have  since  been 

tian  perforated,  passed  daily ;  and  at  this  present  time  I 

A     -1  Aj    100J      n*     TT        A    M   IS    *■  c*^  introduce  into  the  bladder  a  No,  12 

April  2d,  1834--Mr.  H.,  aet  57,  first  ^^^  ^^^  greatest  facility.     This  patient 

feltsymptomsof  stricture  m  the  urethra  j,^  never  been  confined,  and  haTgone 

at  the  age  of  22.    Six  years  afterwards  it  about  as  usual.    He  hw  lost  all  the  pain 

had  so  much  increased  that  he  was  obliged  ^^^  irritation  of  the  urethm,  and  can  void 

to  apply  for   surgical   advice.      Sixteen  his  urine  in  a  full-sized  stream, 
years  after  this  period  the  passage  was  so 

much  contracted,  that  he  got  an  attack  of        i> «„.«„„      t* -«.«    i v    —  j  r 

retention  of  uriie,  which  was  so  violent  Remarks -It  may  be  observed,  from 

that  his  life  was  considered  in  danger.  JP^  cases  which  I  have  now,  as  wel  as 

For   thirteen    years   afterwards    bougies  from  those  which  I  have  before  published, 

were  passed  by  different   surgeons,   but  that  strictures  of  the  urethra  may  be  per- 

none  could  ever  be  got  into  the  bladder,  forated   or    divided,  without    the  least 

In  Mareb  1834  he  applied  to  me,  and  I  danger,  in  any  part  of  the  canal,  even 

found  he  had  an  impermeable  stricture  of  from  the  orifice  to  the  third  or  middle 

the  bulb.    I  passed  the  urethral  perfora-  lobe  of  the  prostate  gland.     When  I 

tor,  and  divided  the  stricture  at  one  ope-  fi^t    adopted   this  treatment,  I  felt  it 

ration.    From  this  penod  steel  dilators  necessary,  as  a  matter  of  precaution,  to 

were  pawed,  unUl  a  No.  13  could  be  intro-  j^^.^  ^j,^      ^^^^4  on  a  venr  strict  disci- 

duced  with  ease     £«"°?  tJ%^^«i«J'^^^  pHne,  keeping  him  on  low  diet,  purg- 

'^J^i^U^l''-'''^^'  '^"°^^  "^  ^n.lnm^fd    abstracting  blooJ  % 

*^  leeches,  «vc.     It  gratifies  me  now  to 

REMARK.-In  this  case,  as  in  many  ^^^^^  ^^  ^  ^*^f  not  found  of  late,  un- 

others  which  I  have  lately  published,  no  ^^  ""^/'-  peculiar  cireumstances,  such 

other  treatment  (excepting  the  division  ^""^^^  treatment    necessary :    in  most 

of  the  stricture  from  the  penneum)  could  ^^f  ^  ^^ ^«  ^H?'^^^  ^^  patient  to  live 

have  been  adopted  but  perforation.  moderately  well,  and  to  go  about  as 

*^             '^  usual,  without  confining  him.      After 

^        wT      /TT      o.  •  *          ?    -J  J  r  the  operation,  also,  I  have  omitted  leav- 

CASEXXI.^Ti£;o^/ricJi*r^^^^  >       i  catheter  in  the  bladder,  merely 

the  Lancetted  Sttiette.  passing  steel  dilators  every  day  for  some 

Mr.  R.,  SBt.  47,  has  been  afflicted  with  time  afterwards.  This  plan  of  treat- 
strictures  for  nineteen  years,  which  arose  ment  has  usually  answered  equally  as 
from  a  badly-treated  gonorrhcea.  He  has  well  as  when  the  catheter  has  been  in- 
been  in  the  continual  habit  of  passing  troduccd  and  left  in  the  canal  of  the 
bougies    ever    since ;    and    although  he  urethra 

sometimes  has  obtained  relief  during  their  i„  conclusion  to  these  remarks,  I  beg 

employment,  yet  they  have  always  returaed  ^     j^  ^^              ^y^     j  ^^^^  ^^^^^  j^^^^f 

immediately  afterwards.    Seventeen  years  _»^  ™;.«kLr  «-;-«  r.^^.  4U^  ^^^^4i^^, 

ago  he  had   retention   of   urine,  which  "J'  mischief  anse  from  the  operation; 

^ded  in  extravasation  into  the  perineum,  ^«  P*»«  ^!^  '>^«"  *>"^  tnfling,~not  more, 

the  region,  of  the  pubes,  and  the  parts  no"*  ^^en  m  some  cases  so  much,  as  the 

adjacent.    An  opening  was  made  into  the  puncture  made  in  bleeding;   there  has 

nrinary  abscess  by  the  surgeons  who  at-  never  been  hiemorrhage  from  the  cutting; 

tended  him  at  the  time,  and  a  considera-  no  false  passages  made;    no  extravasa- 

ble  quantity  of  urina  and  pus  let  out.  tion  of  urine,  nor  abscesses  formed  in 
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consequence ;  nor,  indeed,  has  there  ever 
been  in  any  instance  a  single  unfavoura- 
ble symptom  occur.  The  treatment  has 
been  always  attended  with  success,  and 
the  patients,  from  havinff  been  in  the 
most  deplorable  and  painful  state  of  dis- 
ease, bemg"  emaciated  and  worn  out  by 
their  long  and  continued  sufferings, 
have  in  a  short  period  been  so  relieved, 
that  thev  have  gained  flesh,  and  have 
become  liealthy  and  strong. 


BIRMINGHAM  COUNTER- 
MEMORIAL. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 

Sir, 
The  following'  Memorial,  transmitted 
to  the  Committee  on  Medical  Educa- 
tion, appointed  by  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, is  respectfullv  offered  to  the  Edi- 
tor of^  the  London  iiedical  Gazette,  for 
insertion  or  notice  in  his  liberal,  candid, 
and  able  publication,  by  his  very  obe- 
dient servant, 

John  E.  Booth. 

The  Physicians  of  the  Birmingham 
General  Hospital,  believing  that  the 
opportunities  afforded  for  medical  and 
surgical  education  by  that  institution 
are  equal  to  those  of  tne  London  hospi- 
tals, submit  the  following  reasons  in 
support  of  their  opinion : — 

1.  The  Birmingham  Hospital,  con- 
taining 180  beds,  is  as  larg^  as  most  of 
the  London  hospitals.  ^ 

2.  The  manufactories  of  the  town, 
and  the  mining  operations  of  its  neigh- 
bourhood, afford  a  large  number  of 
accidents^  almost  all  of  which  are 
brought  to  the  Birming^ham  Hospital. 

3.  This  Hospital,  being  open  to  pa- 
tients coming  from  any  distance,  and 
not  appropriated  exclusively  to  the  use 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  tovni,  contains 
cases  of  all  the  diseases  prevailing  in 
the  Midland  Counties,  ot  which  JMr- 
roingham  may  be  considered  as  the 
centre. 

4.  Clinical  lectures  and  instructions 
are  given  by  the  physicians,  who  regu- 
larly attend  three  times  a-week,  and 
oflener  when  the  cases  are  urgent. 

5.  In  order  to  enforce  due  attendance 
of  the  pupils,  they  are  required  to  enter, 
at  each  time,  their  names  in  a  book  pro- 
vided, for  that  purpose;  and  certificates 


are  not  granted  to  them  unless  this  re- 
gulation shall  have  been  strictly  ob- 
served. 

6.  Medical  cases  are  accurately  re- 
corded for  the  use  of  the  students ;  and 
the  bodies  of  all  patients,  medical  or 
surgical,  who  die  m  the  house  (if  per- 
mitted), are  examined  in  the  presence  of 
at  least  one  of  the  officers. 

7.  All  accidents,  or  urgent  medical 
cases,  are  admitted  at  any  hour  of 
the  day  or  night,  without  any  ticket 
of  recommendation  being  required. 

8.  The  Physicians  of  the  Birming- 
ham General  Hospital  are  of  opinion 
that  provincial  medical  and  surgical 
schools,  in  connexion  with  the  oppor- 
tunities afforded  by  such  institutions 
as  the  Birmingham  General  Hospital, 
give  to  the  student  a  complete  know- 
ledge  of  the  principles  ana  practice  of 
his  profession,  which  is  further  gua- 
ranteed to  the  public  by  the  examina- 
tions in  London. 

(Signed)      Geo.  Edw.  Hale, 
John  K.  Booth, 
James  Johnstone, 
,  John  Eccles. 

General  HosplUl,  Blrmfngbam, 
June  28,  1834. 
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THE     BRISTOL     MEMORIAL      CONSIDERED. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 

Sir, 

As  a  provincial  practitioner,  T  request  at 
your  hands  the  favour  of  being  allowed 
to  make  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject  of 
conGning  surgical  education  to  the  pro- 
vinces— a  subject  which' appears  to  have 
laid  strong  held  on  the  attention  of  the 
memoralizing  surgeons  of  Bristol,  and 
has  been  treated  by  them  in  a  very  self- 
satisfactory,  but  not  particularly  modest 
way:  and  the  same  may  be  as  truly 
said  of  the  teachers  of  the  '*  Bristol 
Medical  School,"  the  glories  of  which 
I,  for  one,  must  confess  myself  to  have 
been  quite  ignorant  of,  until  enlightened 
by  the  dashing  communication  with 
which  they  have  lately  favoured  the 
medical  world. 

In  the  business  of  teaching,  some- 
thing more  than  an  ample  stock  of  ma- 
terials is  required, — something  relating 
to  the  teacher,  whose  full  ana  intimate 
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acquaintance  with  the  subject,  whose  iiiff  occupations  of  midwifery.  Will 
leisure  to  instruct,  and  whose  capability  it  be  affirmed  tliat  a  surg^eon  practise 
to  arrange  and  impart  his  ideas,  is  of  ing  midwifery  is  as  free  to  devote 
chief  importance.  It  by  no  means  fol-  larfjfe  portions  of  his  time  to  his  hospital 
lows  that  the  possession  of  a  mine  is  at-  patients,  to  the  public  instruction  of 
tended  with  the  ability  profitably  to  pupils,  and  to  the  preparation  and  deli- 
work  and  explore  it,  or  that  a  surgeon  rery  of  courses  of  lectures,  as  one  who 
must  be  a  capable  teacher  because  he  forswears  that  alluring*  and  absorbing 
is  attached  to  a  large  hospital ;  and  branch  of  practice  P  Supposing  the  ca< 
yet,  if  the  Bristol  memorial  assert  any  pabilities  and  opportunities  to  be  equal, 
thin^,  it  asserts  this ;  than  which  a  more  which  is  likely  to  become  the  better 
illogical  and  monstrous  proposition  was  surgeon,  and  prove  the  better  teacher  ? 
never  advanced.  The  qualifications  of  For  my  part,  1  have  not  the  slightest 
the  teacher,  T  say,  are  of  greater  impor-  doubt  on  the  matter.  The  result  is  as 
tance  than  abundance  of  materials  or  in-  might  be  expected ;  and  I  believe  the 
struction;  and  we  ou^ht  principally  tore-  whole  profession,  save  the  interested 
gard  those  qualifications,  in  comparing  parties,  are  pretty  much  of  the  same 
schools,  or  admitting  to  privileges.  The  opinion.  I  really  do  think  Sir  Astley 
Bristol  surgeons  have,  indeed,  shown  no  Cooper  is  a  greater  surgeon  than 
lack   of  spirit  in  throwing  down  the    Mr.   H ;   and  that  the  system  of 

SLontlet  on  this  point,  as  a  reference  to  division  of  labour,  rather  than  any  ori. 

e  fifth  and  lastnead  of  reasoning  will  ginal  difference  in  their  mental  consti- 

show* ;  and  as  no  metropolitan  surgeon  tution  or  education,  has  enabled  the  for- 

haa  accepted  the  challenge,  they  proba-  mer  to  become  so.   But,  besides  thisdivi. 

bly  bug  themselves  in  the  belief  that  sion  of  employment,  which  brings  wiUi 

they  have  come  off  victorious— that,  al-  it  leisure,  and  a  stimulus  to  think,  (both 

belt  unknown  beyond  the  precincts  of  too  oflen  wanting  when  a  practitioner  is 

their  city,  they  are  yet  equal  in  ability  daily  overwhelmed  by  a  run  of  all  sorts 

and  desert  to  the  great  lights  of  £ng.  of  cases  in  all  departments  of  an  ex  ten. 

liab  surgery,  whom  we  all  revere— and  sive  and  difficult  art),  the  metropolitan 

that,  surgeon-apothecary- accoucheurs  as  practitioner  is  exposed  to  the  influence 

tbej  are,  they  have  still  contrived  to  of  other  circumstances,  which  must  tend 

achieve,  in  sui^ery,  triumphs,  and  an  to  raise    his    capabilities  higher  than 

extent  of  knowledge,  as  great  as  those  those  of  his  provincial  brethren  in  ge- 

who  have  pursued  the  subject  with  not  neral.     These    are,  collision  with    the 

less  earnestness,  not  fewer  opportuni-  highest  orders  of  intellect  and  attain- 

ties,  but  without  the  collateral   aid  of  ment,  not  only  in  his  own  profession, 

pharmaceutical  and  obstetric  practice.  but  in  every  walk  of  life :  and  will  any 

The  medical  art  is  so  complex,  and  one  say  that  this  constant  association 

embraces  so  wide  a  field,  that  no  indi-  with  all  that  the  age  produces  of  great, 

vidualcan  hope  to  excel,  or  reach  the  and  admirable,  and  refined,  must  not 

highest  possible  point  of  perfection  in  impress  a  mind  most  favourably,  and 

every  department  of  it ;  there  is  a  ne-  dispose  it  to  the  fullest  and  severest  cul- 

cessity,  if  full  justice  is  to  be  done  to  tivation  of  its  powers  ?    The  other  in- 

tbe  subject,  for  a  division  of  labour,  fluences  are  such  as  are  contained  in,  I, 

This  pnnciple  is  recognised  and  acted  the  practising  among  better  judges  of 

upon  in  e\ery  pursuit   and  profession  professional  merit,  which  I  consider  the 

anording  scope  for  the  exercise  of  the  combined  profession,  and  much  of  the 

intellectual  powers ;  but  in  England,  as  population  of  a  metropolis,  to  be;  and, 

regards  the  medical  art,  it  obtains  only,  2,  the  possession  of  ample  libraries  and 

with  a  few  isolated  exceptions,  in  Lon-  museums,  which,  though  not  necessary 

don ;  and  this  it  is  which  seems  to  me  to  every  practitioner,  are  certainly  of 

to  constitute  the  foundation  of  the  supe-  the  greatest  use  to  the    teacher,    and 

riority  of  the  London  surgeons.    They  through  him  to  the  student.    From  all 

are  strictly  and  fully  surgeons,  and  their  these  sources,  on  which  I  wish  my  snace 

time  and  mental  labours  are  not,  as  in  would  allow  me  to  dilate,  I  cannot  help 

the  country,  largely  engrossed  either  by  considering  that  the  London  surgeons 

the  supenntenoence  of  pharmaceutical  draw   an  amount  of  **  capabilities  and 

manipulations,   or  the    more    enchain-^  attainments,"  which  practitioners  in  the 

■  provinces,  under  the  existing  system, 

•  Page  191,  cannot  hope  to  equal.     On  the  ground, 

344.— XIV.  2  I 
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therefore,  of  more  information  being  drawn  from  those  elementary  treatises 
prociUrable  in  London,  I  think  surgical  with  which  e?erT  member  of  the  profes- 
students  should  be  compelled  to  resort  sion  is  familiar.  Theauthor,indeed,partlj 
thither.  But  at  the  same  time,  I  am  admits  this  in  his  preface,  where  be  says 
not  prepared  to  assert  that  the  law  he  does  not  anticipate  being*  regarded  as 
should  exist,  if  the  surg^eons  of  many  of  an  authority  by  medical  practitioners, 
the  proyincial  hospitals  were  debarred  but  insinuates  that  students  may  find 
Jrom  indulging  themselves  in  accou-  him  senriceable  as  a  condenser.  To 
cbeurs' and  apothecaries' pursuits;  either  judges,  barristers,  magistrates,  and  pri- 
of  which,  however  useful  and  honoura-  vate  gentlemen,  as  well  as  to  officers  of 
ble  their  exercise  may  be,  appears  to  me  the  army  and  navy,  Mr.  Chitty  con- 
incompatible  both  with  conveying  the  ceives  that  his  book  will  be  emmently 
cultivation  of  surgery  to  the  highest  useful.  The  volume  now  published,  we 
pitch,  and  with  due  doctrinal  or  practi-  are  given  to  understand,  is  out  a  portion 
cal  teaching.  of  the  whole  woric ;  which  is  to  embrace. 
As  to  the  inducement  the  Bristol  lee-  *'  Ftrtt,  anatomy  and  physiology ; 
turers  hold  out  to  persons,  of  being  able  secondly ^  pathology,  and  the  science 
to  qualify  them  at  a  less  expense  and  in  and  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery, 
less  time  than  could  happen  in  London,  &c.;  thirdly ,  medical  jurisprudence 
I  would  make  them  a  present  of  so  ere-  and  police,  and  the  laws  relating  to 
ditable  and  worthy  a  piece  of  argumenta-  public  health  and  injuries  to  the  person, 
tion,  only  remarking,  that  it  is  to  be  and  the  medical  and  surgical  evidence ; 
hoped  the^  will  on  this  text  further  and  fourthly,  the  laws  relating  to  all 
favour  their  brethren  with  their  notions  of  members  of  the  medical  profession." 
what  the  claims  which  medicine  has  to  be  If  Mr.  Chitty  had  confined  himself  to 
considered  a  liberal  pursuit,  and  its  fol-  the  last  three  heads,  he  would  have  pru- 
lowers  to  rank  as  ^ntlemen,  consist  in  dently  remained  within  his  own  ele* 
— whether  in  hastily  shuffling  through  ment,  and  been  more  likely  to  produce 
a  cheap  and  imperfect  education  in  some  a  work  of  real  value.  As  it  is,  we  have 
corner  of  some  unknown  province,  or  the  here  only  a  common-place  book  or  com- 
reverse?— I  am,  sir,  pendium  of  anatomy  and  physiology— 
Your  obedient  servant,  ois  Jirst  head ;  and  how  ne  is  to  con* 
A  Spectator.  trive  to  dispatch  the  other  three  or  fonr 
LiTcrpool,  June  26, 1884.  important  topics  of  which  he  means  to 

treat,  as  he  promises,  in  another  volume 

■ like  this,  we  are  rather  at  a  loss  to  con- 

ceive.    But  a  word  or  two  touching  the 

ANALYSESamdNOTICESof BOOKS,  materials  before  us. 

Mr.  Chitty  allows,  though  somewhat 

••  L'Anieiir  >•  tne  k  aiionger  ce  que  le  lecteur  tt  wl«ctently,  that  counsel  in  general  are 

tue  k  .abT^r."~D'AL>MBBBT.  shallow  men  of  science :  but  he  obviouly 

proceeds  on  that  admission  throughout 

A  Practical  Treatise  on  Medical  Jnris^  5ifiZ'^  tif'  ZLY.^'^^S.^V  7^7 

nrudence  with  so  much  of  Anatomy  "®""*°8r  ">e   simplest  medical   terms, 

iPhysioUiy,  Pathology,  and  thePracl  and  overloading  his  pages  with  puerile 

ticeo/MidicineafjSuryery,  as  are  5^X1^°??°^  •    7"/ "1*^?^'  u^* '"- 

essential  to  be  hnown  hy^Mi^hers  of  f^*  "^"i^r''*    f^"'**!^,^'^^  ^'^I 

ParUameni,  Lawyers/^fc.  !fc.     By  l^P'fV   !^^- '^"^V  ,J?  ^Sj?   ^'    ^J*?^ 

J.  Chitty,  Esq.,^BaW2ter  at  hJ.  T  ^  or  dissection !"      We  copy  this 

p    -  .        »      "^ »                   •    *^"'  clumsy  attempt  at  etymology  literatim, 

^*"^'    ^  "Physiology,"  "pathology,"  "surgcrv," 

If  any  medical  man  takes  up  this  book,  &c.  are  disposed  of  in  like  manner;  but 

expecting  to  find  in  it  what  its  titlepro-  we  may  observe,  that  where  derivations 

perly  implies,  and   what  the  medical  would  be  more  wanted — as  where  cer- 

profession  would  presume  that  a  work  tain  terms  from  Mason  Good's  nomen- 

offered  them  by  Mr.  Chitty  should  con*  clature  are  most  needlessly  introduced 

tain— namely,  law,  or  legal  science,  as  —none  are  given.    Thus  we  find  the 

it  is  applicable  to  medicine,  be  will  be  words  Empressma  Larynzitis,  and  E, 

grievously   disappointed.      This    large  BroncA/emtfittu,perba|)s,  to  puzzle  the 

and  expensive  volume  is  a  mere  compi-  younglawyers, offered  withoutceremony; 

latiou    of    anatomy    and    physiology,  at  the  same  time,  the  reader  is  informed 
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that  Uie  Saxon  word  Throat  is  ^'  from  the  man,  in  the  85th  year  of  his  age.    We 

Greek  Opow,  to  speak."  propose  at  present  to  lay  hefore   our 

There  are  several  errors,  not  merely  l.«,i-—  •  •!./.**  .1,0*^1.  ^f  k:-  i:r- 

typo^phical,    scattered    through    t\fe  «i^e«afhort  sketch  of  his  hfe. 

Tolume,  which  would  require  careful  cor-  P*'  Gilbert  Blane  was  bom  in  1740 ; 

rection.    Thus  we  have  m  several  places  being*  the  son  of  Mr.  Gilbert  Blane, 

•*  the  cutis  vemm"  as  one  of  the  "  three  of  Blanefield,  a  small  estate  in  Ayrshire, 

^ins"  by  which  the  hody  is  covered,  fie  received  the  early  education  which  is 

We  ohserve,  also,  "  Pneuma  Thorax"  1 1    «     1     j               .                 ■«   ■ 

mentioned  as  a  disease  of  the  chest,  and  »«"»1  *»  Scotland  among  those  mtended 

**"  cerum  "  given  as  the  Latin  name  for  ear-  for  the  church  '-for  this  was  Sir  G  ilbert's 

wax.    The  plates  which  accompany  the  original    destination.      Circumstances, 

text  are  wretchedly  done :  some  of  those  however,  having  occurred  to  change  his 

representing  the  viscera  are  very  vile  and  /          i.        j   .1.          ^     •         ^ 

execrable.  Tiews,  he  embraced  the  profession  of 

physic  with  ardour,  and  distinguished 

Haritu  Medicus  f  or  Figures  and  De-  hinwelf  among  his  fellow-students  at  the 

scriptums    of    the   more    important  University    of  Edinburgh,    where    he 

PlanU  used  in  Medicine,  ^c.  8rc,    By  spent  Ave  years.    In  the  year  1776,  at 

Georoe  Graves,  and  John  Davib  ^hi^h  time  he  was  one  of  the  Presidents 

MoERiEs,M.D.    Edinburgh,  1834.  -  ^,      **•  j.    1   o    .  x      .i.     t  -u- 

fn          .1.    \.  X       xL  X  L    L     1.        •  of  the    Medical  Society,  the  buudmg 

The  author  states,  that  he  has  been  m-  ,       .       ,             x-                    mi    i_  1  j 

duced  to  undertake  the  present  work  ^nerem    the   meetings  are    stiU    held 

from  a  consideration  of  the  expensive  ^a*  erected,  on  which  occasion  he 
manner  in  which  other  volumes  on  this  delivered  an  oration  highly  creditable 
subject  have  been  got  up :  nevertheless,  ^  ^is  talents.  Already,  while  still  at 
the  pnce  of  the  one  before  us  is  two  .1  tt  •  •.  «i  1  j  j-  .- 
guineas  coloured,  and  thirty  shillings  ^^.  University,  Blane  had  disUn- 
plain.  The  plates,  however,  are  very  guished  himself  among  his  fellow- 
far  superior  to  those  in  any  work  on  students  by  his  talents  and  industry, 
medical  botany  published  in  Jhis  coun-  He  attracted  the  notice  of  Dr.  Robert- 
try;  and  some  of  them  are  excellent  .1  .•  r*u  cs  *.•  i.  tt*  * 
specimens  of  the  art    They  have  one  «»«,  the  author  of  the  ScotUsh  Histoiy; 

great  defect— that  of  being  in  many  in-  <>'  J^)'-  ®l"«^i  the  author  of  the  popular 

atances  hadly  selected;  that  is  to  say,  sermons;  and  of  Dr.  Cullen.    By  them 

we  have    beautiful    represenUtions  of  h^.  was  recommended  to  Dr.  William 

plants  familiar  to  all,  whOe  those  with  hunter,  who  was  then  at  the  zenith  of 

which  we  are  least  acquainted  are  for  . .         '      .       .     ^      ,          . ,          , . 

the  moat  part  omitted.    This  ought  to  ""  reputation  in  London.    About  this 

be  remedied  in  another  edition,  or  in  time  the  last  Lord  Holdemesse  was  de- 

another  volume.  dining  in  years  and  health,  and  required 

The  medical  and  pharmaceutical  part  ^  domestic  medical  attendant;  and  Blanc 

n  a  mere  compilation;  nevertheless,  the  1.1,^^                • 

compilation  is  a  good  one.  '^**  selected  by  Dr.  Hunter  as  the  most 

fit  person  for  this  office.    The  above 

nobleman  was  reckoned  the  most  accom- 

MEDICAL  GAZETTE.  pHshed,  and  one  of  die  most  highly- 

Saturday,  July  6, 1S34.  educated  men  of  hU   time,    and  was 

much  in  the  conlidence  of  His  Majesty 

••  Licet  omnibnii,  iicei  etiam  mihi,  diffntutem  George  the  Third.    Through  him  Dr. 

Artia  Medico  tuerl ,   potMtu  minlo  reiilendl  in  Blane  Was  at   OUCe  introduced   tO   that 

publfcam  lit,  dicendi  pericolum  oon  recuso.*'  .,        j.^.,.        ,,      ,.^.          t.11 

CicBRo.  Circle  of  fashionable  life  in  which  he 

was  destined  at  a  future  period  to  move. 

BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH  OF  SIB  To  tiie  kindness  of  Lord  Holdemesse 

GILBERT  BLANE.  likewise,  joined  to  the  professional  re- 

Ws  had  only  time  last  week  to  aa-  commendation  of  Dr.  Hunter,  he  owed 

Bounce  the  death  of  this  distinguished  his  introdujction  to  liOrd  Rodney,  with 
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whom  he  sailed  on  his  brilliant  naval  fore,  he  was  elected  physician  to  St. 

expedition,  in  the  capacity  of  private  Thomas's  Hospital ;  for  which  he  was 

physician,  without  any  public  situaion.  indebted  much  to  the  friendship  of  Sir 

During    the   first   engagement,    every  Walter   Faiyjuhar  and    Dr.  Saunders^ 

other  efficient  person    on  the  quarter-  but  perhaps  still  more  to  the  zealous 

deck  being  killed,  wounded,  or  absent  co-operation  of  his  former  patron,  Lord 

on  other  duties.  Sir  Gilbert  was  em-  Rodney,  who  seems  to  have  canvassed 

ployed  by  the  Admiral  in  conveying  or-  for  him  with  all  the  hearty  gfood-will  of 

ders  to  the  officers  at  the  guns:  on  one  of  a  British  sailor.    In  a  letter  addressed 

which  hazardousmissions  he  wasslightly  to  one  of  the  Governors,  his  Lordship 

wounded.    So  favourable  an  impression  says- 
was  made  by  Sir  Gilbert  on  his  friend       u  j  heartily  wish   that  Dr.  Gilbert 

and  patron  by  his  conduct  on  this  occasion,  Blane  may  succeed  as  one  of  the  physi- 

that  the  victory  was  followed  by  his  cians  of  St  Thomas's  Hospital.   Briuin 

promotion  to  the  high  office  of  physician  f^^s  J^"*  P^oof  to  Dr.  Blane :  for  to  his 

'^    ,      -  T     .1  •      -.     X-       1.  knowledge  and  attention  it  was  owing 

to  the  fleet.    In  this  situation  he  con-  that  the  English  fleet  was,  notwithstandl 

tinued  to  attract  the  favourable  notice  {^g  their  excessive  fatigue  and  constant 

of  his  commanding  officer,  with  whom  service,  in  a  condition  always  to  attack 

he  was  present  at  not  fewer  than  six  of  and  defeat  the  Dublic  enemy.     In  my 

the  most  celebrated  engagements  which  ^V^''  the  rormid able,  out  of  nine 

MIC  uivDi.  v«.<i./i»i«»  ^^B  B  hundred  men,  not  one  was  buned  m  six 

took  place  between  1779  and  1783;  and  months.    May  I  beg  you  will  make, 

of  the  battle  of  the  12th  April  he  g^ve  a  wiUi  my  best  respects  to  the  Governors, 

vivid  and  authentic  account,  in  a  let-  mj  most  earnest  request  in  behalf  of 

ter  to  Lord   Stair,    which  was  after-  ^^'  Blane." 

wards  published.    During  this  time  he       The  government,  during  a  series  of 

had  the   chief  medical  charge  of  the  years,  had  recourse  to  the  experience 

fleet  in  the  West  indies,  and  collected  and  sagacity  of  Sir  Gilbert  on  many 

much   important  information     relative  important  occasions.    When  the  Admi- 

to  the    diseases  of  seamen,  and  their  ralty  was  under  Lord  Spencer,  he  was 

treatment,    and    introduced    numerous  appointedoneof  the  commissioners  of  the 

improvements  in  the  department  under  sick  and  wounded ;    a  branch  of  the 

his  control.  public  service  which  he  gfreatly  improved. 

The  nature  of  SirGilbert's  appointment  His  arrangements  for  the  provisioning 
precluded  him  from  enjoying  half-pay  ;  of  fleets  on  foreign  stations  were  of  the 
but  in  consequence  of  the  unanimous  most  superior  description,  particularly  in 
application  to  the  Admiralty,  of  all  the  supplying  them  with  abundance  of 
principal  officers  who  had  been  on  the  lemon-juice,  so  that  it  became  a  re- 
station,  he  was  rewarded  by  the  grant  gular  ingredient  of  the  sailors'  diet ; 
of  a  pension  from  the  Crown ;  which  and  the  scurvy  in  consequence  was 
pension,  at  a  later  period,  was  doubled,  speedily  banished  from  our  fleets.  He 
by  the  recommendation  of  the  Lords  of  was  consulted  on  the  subject  of  qua- 
the  Admiralty.  rantine,  on  the    arrangement    of   the 

After  he  returned  from  the  West  In-  hulks,    and   of  some     of  the  prisons 

dies.  Sir  Gilbert  settled  in  London  as  on    shore,   and    also    with  respect  to 

a  physician,  and  in  1765,  on  the  appli-  the  transportation  of  convicts ;   in  all 

cation  of  bis  present  Majesty,  he  was  which    departments    he    enforced    an 

appointed  Physidan  Extraordinaiy  to  attention  to  cleanliness  and  ventilation 

George  IV.,   then    Prince  of   Wales,  to    an    extent    which    had   not    been 

About  the  same  time,  or  a  little  be-  previously  practised,    and    the   results 
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of  ivhich    were    conspicuously    bene-  shew  Ihat  corporal  punishment  could 

ficial.     The    most     remarkable   occa-  not  safely  be  dispensed   with    in  the 

sion,  however,  on   which   his   opinion  army  or  navy. 

was  sought,  was  durinjj^  the  great  One  of  his  most  important  works  is 
and  alarming  mortality  which  took  his  Medical  Logic,  which  was  published 
place  among  the  troops  sent  on  the  in  1819;  and  which  has  gone  through 
unfortunate  expedition  to  Walcheren.  several  editions.  He  also  edited  his 
The  report  which  he  then  made  was  medical  works  in  the  form  of  a  miscel- 
concurred  in  by  the  medical  officers  of  laueous  collection ;  and  it  is  remarkable 
the  army,  and  led  to  the  abandonment  of  that  he  was  engaged  in  correcting  the 
the  island.  last  proof-sheet  of  those  volumes,  con- 
Soon  afler  this  period  he  was  created  eluding  with  the  words  *'  valete,  vixi !" 
a  baronet  by  the  Prince  Regent,  having  when  he  was  seized  with  that  illness 
now  been  for  a  considerable  number  of  from  which  his  mind,  at  least,  never  re- 
years  resident  in  the  neighbourhood  covered.  Nor  is  it  perhaps  less  striking, 
of  the  palace,  and  in  extensive  private  that,  when  he  had  exhausted  the  last 
practice.  «  remains  of  his  understanding  in  warn- 
Sir  Gilbert  Blane,  ailer  his  labours  at  ing  his  country  against  the  dangers  of 
sea  were  terminated,  gave  to  the  world,  cholera,  his  own  wife  should  have  been 
during  the  first  twenty  years  of  the  selected  as  one  of  the  first  victims  of  its 
present    century,    various  works,   and  invasion. 

numerous  papers  in  the  transactions  of  In  the  year  1826  Sir  Gilbert  was 
"  a  Society  for  the  Improvement  of  Me-  elected,  by  a  great  majority  of  votes, 
dical  and  Sargical  Ejiowledge"-^in  the  a  member  of  the  French  Institute,  al- 
^  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Transac-  though  some  of  the  most  eminent  men 
iions'*-»as  well  as  in  some  of  the  perio-  in  Europe  had  been  put  in  nomination 
dicals  of  the  day.  Neither  were  his  la-  for  the  honour ;  and  on  the  death  of  Sir 
boms  altogether  confined  to  professional  Humphry  Davy  he  was  elected  an 
subjects;  for  during  the  scarcity  of  honorary  member  of  the  London  Col- 
1790  and  1800  he  published  a  treatise,  lege  of  Surgeons, —  the  bye-laws,  we 
in  which  he  shewed  not  only  the  most  believe,  allowing  of  but  one  or  two 
efilcient  means  of  obviating  the  danger  eminent  individuals  enjoying  that  ho- 
of famine,  but  of  giuurding  against  the  nour.  He  was  also  a  Fellow  of  the 
evils  of  discontent  and  combination  Royal  Societies  of  London  and  Edin- 
among  the  lower  orders.  At  this  time  burgh,  and  a  member  of  many  other 
the  great  scarcity  had  led  to  riots  and  learned  bodies.. 

disturbances  in  ihe  country.    Several  of       In  the  winter  of  1821  he  sufiered 

the    judges,    and    particularly    Lord  dreadfully  from  prurigo  senilis,  the  irri- 

Kenyon,  in  his  charge  to  juries  on  the  tation  being  of  the  most  harassing  and 

trials  of  the  rioters,  had  denounced  the  exhausting  kind.     To  this  disease  he 

practice  of  forestalling  and  dealing  in  remained  more  or  less  subject  during 

com,  as .  the    cause     of    the    famine,  the  rest  of  his  life,  and  he  obtained  no 

Blane's  pamphlet  was  reckoned  a  very  respite  from  his  sufferings  except  when 

successful  and  useful  one  in  destroying  lender  the  protection  of  large  doses  of 

these  prejudices.    He   also    published  opium;    but    he    never   succeeded    in 

some    observations    on    naval    tactics,  completely  conquering  this  enemy  of 

particularly    on    the    plan    of  break-  old  age,  and  remained  ever  afterwards 

ing    the    line,  as    practised    by   Lord  a  slave    to   the  remedy,  as  well  as  a 

Rodney,  and  also  wrote  a  pamphlet  to  martyr  to  the  disease.    His  sufferings 
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from  it  were,  at  times,  very  painful  to  establishment  of  a  prize  medal  for  naval 

witness,  leaying*  him  little  rest  by  night  surgeons,  so  often  referred  to  in   the 

or  by  day.    Under  this  violent  infliction,  pages    of  this  journal.      So  sensible 

he  was  obliged  to  increase  the  dose  of  were  the  medical  officers  of  the  nary 

opiumto  a  degree  seldom  witnessed;  hay-  of  his   exertions  in  their  behalf,  that 

ing  sometimes  taken  as  much  as  a  solid  they  presented   him,   in    1821,  with  a 

drachm  in  the  twenty -four  hours :  while,  handsome  piece   of  plate,   bearing  an 

during  his  last  illness,  two,   and  even  appropriate  inscription. 

three,hundred  drops  of  Battley's  sedative  In  his  appearance.  Sir  Gilbert  had 

liquor  were  given  for  a  dose ;  so  that  the  much  of  the  Scotchman,  and    he  re- 

quantity,  in  twenty  .four  hours,  some-  tained  something  of  his  northern  accent 

times  equalled  1000  minims.    His  me-  to  the  last.     His  manners,  though  he 

dical   attendants    often    deplored    the  had  been  much  in  the  most   polished 

necessity  of  this  remedy,  and  attempts  society,  were  not  remarkable  for  strict  at- 

were  made,  more  than  once,  to  reduce  tention  to  minute  pcnnts  of  etiquette ; 

the  quantity  and  to  leave  it  off;  but  no  and  the  station  he  attained  may  fairly 

one  would  venture  to  push  the  experi-  be  attributed  rather  to  his  talents  and 

ment  far;  and  those  about  him  wei«  industiy,  than  to  the  possession  of  cr- 

convinced,    by    observation,   that    the  temal  graces  or  artificial  attractions. 

stimulus  could  not  have  been  withdrawn      . 

without  his  sinking  under  the  depriva-    ^^„  ^^.^ . 

tion.    The  vital  flLe  seem,  la  A  to  ^'^  "^'^''^^J' ""^^P^^^  ™°'' 
have  been  manifestly  kept  burning  by 
this  artificial  means. 

In  January  last  he  had  a  veiy  severe  ^  ^«  ^>*^®  «^^^^  *«  respective  doca- 
atteck  of  diairhcea,  through  which  he  "*cnte  from  the  Bristol,  Bath,  and  Win- 
struggled,  contrary  to  the  expectation  <*««*«•  surgeons,  on  the  subject  of  pro- 
of his  medical  attendants,  but  he  never  ▼™^**  education,  as  well  as  the  oounter- 
?«covered  his  strength.  This  disorder  n»emorial  from  the  physicians  of  the 
was  quickly  followed  by  anasarca  and  Birmingham  Hospital  (see  p.  480),  we 
nlceration  of  the  legs,  thegreat  drain  from  **^^  »'  "fiT^*  ^  present  our  readers  with 
which  gradually  exhausted  him.  From  *  .«opy  of  the  original  memorial  from 
the  12th  of  last  month  he  was  constantly  Birmingham,  although  we  have  already 
confined  to  bed,  and  died  on  the  mom-  «****<*  **»  leading  aentiments  at  some 
ing  of  the  26th,  having  been  attended  lengT^  »«  the  course  of  our  renmrka  on 
by  his  relation.  Dr.  Gairdner,  and  by  ^"  mbjeot. 
Dr.  Maton,  together  with  an  old  and  *""" 

intimate  naval  friend,  Mr.  A.  Copland  ^  ^  ^^«^  <*™^  of  an  intended  memorial 

XT„»^i.:».«  ™™  **>«  surgeons  of  the  Bristol  Hos- 

«•    ^?;  ^   «i  P*^^»  ^"'^^"e^  ***«  Legislature  to  make 

Sir  Gilbert  Blane   was  an    accom-  such  alterations  in  the  charter  of  the 

plished  and  learned  physician,  endowed  Boyal  College  of  Surgeons  in  London, 

with  great  natural  sagacity,  and  extra-  f*  ^^^  ***  ^"*"r?  dispense  with  residence 

oHio.^  zed  and  pe«e,e««ee  in  the  S  S:  f^^fc fef^f  i:^- 
pursuit  of  knowledge.    He  was  deeply  pital  for  their  approval, 
anxious   for  the    advancement  of  his  They  beg  to  state,  that  bavins^  care- 
profession,    and    never  forgot  the  in-  f^^^  ^°^  maturely  weighed  all  &c  ob- 

tereste    of  that  department   in    which  J/^^?"' *^?^  therein,  they  respectfully 

,       .             ,.         '^                         .„  decline  taking  any  part  m  such  petition, 

he    began    his    career  ;-as    an    illus-  jhey  do  not  consider  the  reWins  of 

tration  of  whidi,  we  may  mention  his  such  moment  or  weight  as  to  justify  the 
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.takings  away  from  the  Court  of  Exa-  opinion^  and  subject   to  various  con^ 

mineni  of  the  Rojal  College  of  Surgeons  siderations. 

such  a  power  as  complained  of— viz.  tke  In  conclusion,  we  consider  tbe  privi- 

compelling  tbe  six  months'  attendance  leges    already    granted    to    provincial 

at  a  London  Hospital.  schools,  so  far  as  the  Apothecaries'  Com- 

They  consider  the  Provincial  Medical  P&nv  is  concerned,  very  injurious,  and 

Schools  of  great  value  to  the  students  of  likely^  to  be  still  more  so  to  the  profes- 

the  mediau  profession,  as  elementaiy  sion  in  general,  owing  to  uumDers  of 

ones,  and  as  lajring  the  ground-work  of  students  who  merely  pass  their  ezami- 

sound    anatomical    knowledge   in   the  nation  at  Apothecaries'  Hall,  and  which 

early  career  of  the  student ;  and  they  they  can  do  without  residence  in  Lon- 

think  the  Court  of  Examiners  of  tlie  don,  or  attending  any  surgical  practice 

Aoyal  College  of  Surgeons  have,  with  in  the  provincial  hospitals,   and  who 

sufficient  liberality,  met  the  views  of  immediately  be^n  as  general  practi- 

such  preparatory  schools,  in  remitting  tioners  in  medicine  and  surgery,  in  vio- 

attendance  on  the  metropolitan  hospitau  lation  of  the  interests  of  the  members  of 

to  the  above-named  period.  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons. 

In  reply  to  the  objections'— vi  g  >,  tit 

ihefy-it place,  "the  opportunities  being  (Signed)      Kichard  Wood, 

fully  as  adequate  in  most  of  the  pro-  Bowyer  Vaux, 

vincial  hospitals  for  every  purpose  of  Joseph  Hodgson^ 

education  as  those  in  the  metropolis"—  Alfred  Jukes, 

we  beg  to  observe,  that  we  see  great  Surgeoni  to  the  Birmingham  H<wpltal» 

advantage  resulting,  and  always  iDcely  n^j  ^^  1354. 
to  result,  from  students  being  obliged  to 

attend  for  six  months  at  the  metropoli-  ■ 
tan  hospitals.     The  comparisons  they 

will  necessarily  draw  from  the  diversi^  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS, 
of  practiee  in  operations,  treatment,  &c. 

win  be  of  infinite  use  to  them  when  they  Monday,  Jnlf  1, 1884. 

themselves  become  heroailer  active  and  ^     „  ^              »                     ^ 

raponstble  practitioners.  Sir  H.  Haltord,  Bart,  im  thb  Chauu 

Tk€  second  o6;>cft'<m— *' That    the  

morals  of  students  aro  moro  likcJy  to 

become  corrupted  in  London  than  in  the  This  was  the  last  meeting  of  the  season, 

larger  provincial  towns,"^u  not  at  all  We  obAured  a  considerable  number  of 

ionte  out  hff  foetid  eminent  provincial  physicians  and  sur- 

Tke  third  obfection'^^*  That  owing  to  geons  present ;  moro  particularly  some  of 

the  present  existing  restriction,  students  tne  most  distinguished  among  our  Edin- 

▼ery  commonly  neglect  to  avail  them-  burgh  brothron.  Two  papers  were  read—- 

selves  of  present  ad  vantages,  in  the  hope  for  the  first  only  ot  which  we  can  at 

that  they  shall  have  full  opportunity  of  present  make  room.    The  second,  whid» 

redeeming^  them  when  in  town"— -is^  in  was  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Gregory,  we 

our    opimon,    not    valid.      The   idle  shall  lay  before  our  readers  next  week, 
and   dissolute    are    to    be    found   in 

every  walk  of  life;  and  wiA  the  exist-  q^  Poisoning.    By  Dr.  Wilson, 

mg  privileges,  we  do  not  beliere  that  «...         ..  ...^^.       «     ..  , 

st^dfnts  iiT  general  are  so  negligent  of  ^^^'^^  *«  *>»•  Mlddltaax  Boniiui. 

their  own  future  interests  as  the  objec-  ■ 

^"fJ^r^.S^"  Tb.t  it  im-  ^  <^«'  '^'''^Zi^u^  "^"^  '^ 

plies  an  invidious  distinction  between  ^ 

the  teachers  in  the  metropolis  and  those  Before  stating  the  case,  it  mav  not  be 

in  the  prorinces,"  is,  in  our  opinion,  improper  to  observe    that   Ornla   had 

wholly  groundless.  nerer  seen  a  case  of  poisoning  from  the 

The^h  and  last  ohfection-^**  That  compounds  of  barytes ;   and  tbe  only 

it  occasions  a  very  considerable  increase  one  he  records  is  extracted  from  the 

in  the  pecuniary  expenditure,  without  Journal  of  Sciences  and  Arts,  and  told 

any  advantages  in  any  degree  corres-  in  about  three  lines.    It  was  a  case  in 

pendent  to  Uie  extent  of  the  outlay,"  which  a  girl  took  an  ounce  of  hydro- 

must  be  considered  a  mere  msUter  of  chlorate  of  baryta,  in  mistake  for  Glan- 
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ber's  salts;  which    caused  a  sense  of  A  day  or  two  afler.  the  cramps  be- 

buniing^,  vomiting,  convulsions,  cepha-  came  more  severe  in  all  the  extremities, 

lalgia,  and  deafness,  followed  by  death  with   a  sense  of  weig^ht,  and  soreness 

in  an  hour's  time.  when  touched. 

Orfila,  from  various  experiments  on  These  symptoms,  sligfhtly  modified, 
animals,  concludes  that  pure  barjtes,  lasted  a  long  time:  those  which  per- 
or  the  carbonate,  produces  death  by  act-  sisted  the  longest,  and  which  still  exist, 
ing  on  the  nervous  sjfstem,  and  corrodes  are  severe  pains  in  the  head,  pain  in 
the  parts  with  which  it  comes  in  contact,  the  left  side  and  epigastrium,  great 
and  that  the  best  antidote  is  sulphate  of  and  long^H)ntinuedpalpitations.  There 
magnesia  or  soda,  because  barytes  has  has  been  much  difficulty  in  persuading 
such  a  strong  affinity  for  sulphuric  acid,  her  to  take  any  sustenance, 
that  sulphate  of  barytes  is  mimediately  The  effect  on  the  circulation,  in  this 
formed,  an  insoluble  and  inactive  com-  case,  is  well  marked  by  the  severe  head- 
pound.                                                      ^  aches  and  throbbing  of  the  temples,  and 

Mr.   Brodie,  also,  from  his  experi-  the  frequent  and  long-continued    pal« 

ments  with  hydro-chlorate  of  barytes,  pitations. 

concludes  that  death  is  caused  hy  its  The  effects  on  the  nervous  system  are 

actitrn  on  the  brain  and  heart.  marked  by  the  abnormal  vision,    the 

The  recorded  symptoms  produced  on  ringing  in  the  ears,  the  cramp,  pain, 

brutes  by  barytes,  and  the  effects  of  it  ana  sense  of  weight,  with  numbness  of 

on  the  human  subject,   are  strikinglv  the  extremities. 

similar,— as   the    following   case  well  The  slowness  of  her  recovery  may  m 

illustrates.  a  great  measure  be   attributed  to  the 

A  young  woman  half  filled  a  tea-cup  moral  affection    under  which  she  has 

with  carbonate  of  barytes,  (which  was  laboured.     She  left   the  hospital  last 

kept  in  the  house  for  rats,  and  marked  week. 

"  Foison ;")  then  filled  up  the  cup  with  ^  «  . 

water :  she  said  the  powder  fell  to  the  ^  ^««*  ^f  Pouontfiff  hy  Nitric  Acid. 

bottom  like  white  sand ;  she  stirred  it  A  boy,  employed  at  a  coach- maker's, 

up,  and  swallowed  the  whole  contents ;  took  up  a  quart  bottle  of  nitric  acid, 

she    found    no    particular    taste ;    had  thinking    it    to   .be    small    beer,    and 

fasted    twenty-four   hours     previously,  drank  some  of  it,  which   immediately 

Soon  afterwards  medicine  was  given  her,  caused  vomiting  of  mucus,  with  several 

which  caused  her  to  vomit.  clots  of  blood.     He  was  brought  to  the 

On  her  way  to  the  Middlesex  Hos-  Middlesex  Hospital   in  half^  an  hour 

pital  in  the  evening,  two  hours   after  after,  when  the  tongue   was  swollen, 

the  event,  she  found,  for  the  first  time,  and  of  a  citrine  appearance,  the  uvula 

dimness  of  vision,  succeeded  by  double  and  tonsils  enlai^ea,  as  if  cedematoos; 

vision,  ringing  in  the  ears,  pain  in  the  there  was  great  pain  about  the  larynx 

head,   and  throbbing^   in   the  temples,  and  pharynx,  but  none  elsewhere;  pulse 

a  sensation  of  distention,  and  weight  at  small  and  feeble ;   constant  vomiting, 

the  epigastrium :  she  said  she  felt  as  if  which    was    encouraged    by    frequent 

blown  up  with  wind,  and  complained  of  draughts  of  calcined  magnesia.     Two 

palpitations.  hours  after,  he  was  unable  to  swallow 

When  in  bed,  she  first  complained  of  liquids  ;    had   a  mixture  of  gum  and 

pain  in  the  legs  and  knees,  and  cramps  honey  to  moisten  the  mouth  ;  the  sick- 

in  the  calves.     She   vomited  twice  a  ness  ceased,  and  he  began  to  doze, 

fluid  like    chalk     and    water,    which  In  the  evening,  the  pulse  more  feeble 

formed  a  deposit.     Her  skin  was  hot  and  intermitting;  the  voice  very  feeble ; 

and  dry ;   her  face  flushed ;   pulse  80,  face  blanched ;    eyes  heavy,  and   half 

full  and  hard.     Repeated  doses  of  sul-  closed.      The    bowels  had  been  twice 

phate  of  magnesia  were  given  to  her.  opened,   and    leeches    applied    to   the 

During   the  night    she   had  fifteen  throat, 

evacuations ;  had  no  sleep,  from  pain  in  Twelve  hours  after  the  accident,  the 

the  head  and  epigastrium,  and  ringing  boy  was  evidently  dying.    It  was  judg- 

in  the  cars.  ed  advisable  to  make  an  opening  into 

The  next  day  she  had  a  hot  skin,  with  the  trachea,  which  was  done  by  Mr. 

profuse  perspiration,    and   slight  pain  Amott;  after  which  the  muscles  about 

about  the  pharynx.     Her  tongue   was  the  neck  ceased  to  act  laboriously ;  the 

covered  witD  a  white  fur^  aud  moist.  chest  wai  only  raised  as  in  a  deep  sleep ; 
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he  appealed  to  be  decidedly  relieved  a  Case  of  Poisonitig  by  Sulphuric  Acid. 

from  the  most  ury^nt  symptoms,  and 

again  fell  into  a  calm  sleep.  A  young  woman,  having*  bought  two 

Next  mornine*  he  continued  to  breathe  pennyworth  of  oil  of  vitriol,  while  in  the 

freely  through  we  opening,  but  could  not  shop  swallowed  part  of  it ;  which  being 

swallow ;  had  a  beef-tea  enema ;  tongue  observed  by  a  little  girl  who  was  with 

and  lips  covered  with  a  sloughy  coat,  her,  she  struck  the  woman's  elbow,  and 

peeling  off,  leaving  a  red  surface,  with  the  cup  fell  down, 

elevat^  papillse.  He  struggled  through  The  natient  was  brought  directly  to 

the  day,  and  died  in  the  evening.  the  Miadlesex    Hospital.      When  ad- 

Examination    of  the  body,   sixteen  mitted,    she  had  a  constant  desire  to 
hours  after  death. -^The  tongue   was  vomit,  and  what  she  brought  up  was  of 
covered  with  a  layer,  haying  all  the  a  dark-bvown  colour.    The  state  of  the 
appearance  of  the  epidermis,  as  it  sepa-  mouth  could  not  be  ascertained  distinctly, 
rates  from  the  skin  when  in  a  state  of  from  the  whiteness  caused  by  the  mag- 
decomposition  ;  it  was  perfectly  detached  nesia  taken  before  her  admission, 
at  the   base  of  the  tongue,  leaving  a  Two  hours  after,  her  lips  began  to 
smooth  surface ;  but  the  layer  remained  swell ;  the  pain  in  the  throat  and  sto- 
over  the  whole  pharynx,  and  for  an  inch  mach  increased,  with  a  violent  burning 
and  a  half  down  tne  oesophagus,  of  a  sensation.     She  had  a  restless  night, 
more  dirty  citrine  colour  than  on  the  with  frequent  vomiting,  and  a  sensation 
tongue,  WDich,  being  elevated,  the  part  as  if  she  were  going  to  be  choaked. 
beneath    was    vascular,    shininj^,    and  Her  tongue  was  covered  with  a  white 
feebly  adherent;   about  the  middle  of  dense  fur,  with  traces  of  dark  yeins,  like 
the  oesophagus,  it  teemed  as  if  the  same  those  of  the  leaf  of  a  tree;  but  in  vomit- 
layer  had   oeen  detached,  leaving  the  ing,  something  like  skin  was  said  to 
appearance    observed    on    raising   the  have  been  brought  up ;  since  which  the 
lining  membrane  in  the  pharynx— that  tongue  has  been  red.    There  were  scabs 
is,  there  were  patches  of  vascular  mem-  forming  about  the    lips,    hands,    and 
brane  running  down,  and  having  edges  arms,  where  the  acid  had  touched  them, 
where  the  inflammation  had  ceased ;  at  During  the  first  four  days  she  was 
the  cardiac  orifice  of  the  stomach,  the  bled  to  upwards  of  thirty  ounces,  and 
membrane  was  thickened,  but  not  de-  had  about  100  leeches  applied  to  the 
stroyed  ;    the  surface  of  the  stomach  throat ;    and    she  took  magnesia  and 
was  healthy,  except  that  it  exhibited  a  linseed-tea,  ^c. ;  after  which,  the  abdo- ' 
brownish  appearance    at  the  glands  ;  minal  pains  became  much  less,  the  vo- 
tbe  epiglottis  was  shrivelled,  corrugated,  miting  less    frequent,    and  she  could 
and  brownish ;  the  aperture  much  dimi-  swallow  with  less  difficulty.    Her  yoice 
nisbed ;  the  cavity  of  the  laiynx  was  was  pretty  distinct,  with  a  soft  and  re- 
shining  afler   being    washed,  so  that  gular  pulse,    and    a  moist  and    cool 
some  flakes,  similar  to  those  afterwards  skin;  but  she  had  two  or  three  shivering 
seen  over  the  cricoid  cartilage  and  below  fits,  followed  by  what  she  called  a  cold 
the  larynx,  to  the  extent  of  an  inch  pain  felt  about  the  navel, 
down    the     trachea,    may    have    been  Two  days  afler,  the  cough  became 
washed  away    from    the  body  of  the  more  troublesome,  with  constant  irrita- 
larynx.  The  vocal  chords  were  natural ;  tion  in  the  throat,  which  continued  for 
on    separating    them,    the     membrane  some  time ;  when,  during  a  violent  fit 
seemea   rather    shining    and   vascular,  of  vomiting  and  coughing,  she  brought 
Below    the   point  where  these  flakes  up  a  large  piece  of  slou^y  membrane, 
were     noticed,     the     trachea    became  which  was  found  to  consist  of  the  inner 
gradually  more  vascular,  and    at  the  coats  of  the  oesophagus,  much  thickened, 
bifurcation    of  the  bronchi  the  mem-  and  very  firm  in  texture  ;  its  length  was 
brane  was    intensely    red,    and     also  eight  or  nine  inches,  and  its  width  that 
through  the  smaller  branches;  but  no  of^   the    oesophagus,     being    pervious 
secretion  of  pus  was  seen.  throughout  its  whole  extent.    The  in- 
The  lungs  were  gorged  with  sero-  ^side  was  quite  smooth,    the    anterior 
sanguinolent  fluid.  TSLgged ;  so  that  the  entire  mucous  mem- 
xiie  preparation  is  on  the  table,  ex-  brane,  with  perhaps  some  of  the  circular 
hibiting  the    appearances  which  have  fibres  of  the  muscular  coat,  may  both  be 
been  described.  found  in  the  ejected  tube  which  has 
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been  preserved,  and  is  now  placed  upon  oil,  which  has  been  mnch  in  nseof  late» 

the  table.     She  experienced  great  pain  has  been  found  objccUonable,  ftom  the 

in  the  niirht  after                     »         r  ciroumstance  of  lU  aoUdifying  in  lamps: 

Thef^herhisioryofthis^^^^^^^  l!^5in?%^ 'rr^a^utS^^ 
last  SIX  months,  must  in  this  place  be  .  by  means  of  which  it  is  kept  fluid,  and 
omitted :  suffice  it  to  say,  her  vaned  ^^^^^  ^  brilliant  white  light;  and  thus 
symptoms  seem  to  be  much  influenced  cocoa-nut  oil  is  rendered  much  more  eeo- 
by  atmospheric  changes.  During  the  nomical  and  senriceable  than  sperm  oil, 
days  on  which  she  suffers  the  most,  she  for  domestic  purposes, 
is  unable  to  take  any  sustenance,  and  Besides  this  application  of  caoutchouc 
her  oppression  causes  her  to  bring  up,  to  the  purposes  of  fbel,  it  is  also  a? ail- 
by  retching,  a  pint  or  two  of  mucous  able  for  the  manufacture  of  various 
fluid  during  the  twenty-four  hours.  Of  textures  which  are  all  water  .proof— 
late  she  has  rarely  been  able  to  swaUow  «wh  as  shoes  and  boots,  thread  of  the 
any  thing  but  fluids ;  the  only  medi-  ^^^  ^^  «!«*»«  ^  for  juraaile 
ci/e  she  S«  had,  exc«p^^^^^  ^C^^^"^^ ^:t^^^^^^^^ 
first  days,  has  been  castor-oil  occawon-  ^^  ^iufacturing  water-proof  doth.  A 
all/.  She  M  much  wasted,  but  m  good  ^j^  f^^ric  is  covired  with  a  layer  of  fluid 
spinto;  and  now,  at  the  expiration  of  caoutchouc,  another  piece  of  the  fabric  is 
SIX  months  from  her  admission,  is  much  laid  above  this,  and  the  whole  is  then 
better  than  she  was  two  months  ago.  pressed   together  and    allowed   to   dry. 

It  is  a  curious  fact  that  caontchone,  after 
...^.,...........^_i.^-.i_.i»..^  having  once  been  dried  and  made  use 

of,  can  never  beoome  fluid  again — a  dr. 

ROYAL  INSTITUTION*  cnmstanoe   which   the    learned   lecturer 

profisssed  himself  unable  to  explain.    The 

Friday,  June  18,  1884.  varnish  which  caoutchouc  yields,   when 

___  used  as  a  solvent  for  copal,   is  of  the 

highest  value  in  the  arts:  pictures  an 

Dr.  Faraday  on  CaaiU^umo,  perfectly  protected  by  it  firom  the  effects 

,  ,      ,     ,               .        ^  oi  the  atmosphere.     Indian  rubber  was 

It  was  observed  by  the  leotorer  that  the  fi„t  brought  to  the  notice  of  English  ar- 

■nbstanoe  of  which  he  meant  to  treat  this  tisU  by  Dr.  Priestley,  70  or  80  yean  ago: 

eveniBg—caoutchouc,  or  Indian  rubber—  he  recommended  it,  in  a  work  of  his  en 

was  hardly  known  about  a  centunr  ago,  Perspective,  as  a  substance  weU  adapted 

though  now  become  an  arUde  of  such  for  removing  blacklead  Unes.  It  was  sold, 

hiffh  importance,  not  only  for  lU  remark-  he  said,  by  a  pereon  at  the  'Change,  for 

able  properties,  but  in  a  commercial  point  the  veiy  reasonable  price  of  3s.  for  about  a 

of  view.    It  is  not  a  littie  singular  that  cubic  inch ;  but  it  was  very  dnxable-and 

when  the  people  of  Old  Spain  first  setUed  would  never  wear  away !    Chemists  would 

in  South  America,  about  300  years  a^o,  be  glad  to  hear.  Dr.  Faraday  said,  that  a 

the  tree  which  yields  the  inspissated  juice  new    principle    had    been  discovered    in 

of  caoutchouc  was  cut  down  as  uscIms.  caoutchouc ;  he  had  had  a  small  portion 

Dr.  Faraday  caUed  the  attention  of  his  of  tiie  substance  (which  he  exhibited)  sent 

auditors  totwo  fine  specimene  of  tiie  pluit,  him  by  tiie  discoverer,  at  Dresden.  Another 

which  he  brought  before  them.    But  other  remarkable  phenomenon  connected  with 

parte  of  tiie  world  besides  Sootii  America  the  oil  of  caoutchouc  is,  that  it  is  attended 

produce  tins  tree:  large  quantities  of  caout-  by  a  dense  vapour  on  its  surfiu*.  which 

diouc  are  now  commonlv  imported  from  the  may  be  decanted  off",  and  carried  in  an 

East  Indies  and  otiier  hot  climates.    The  open  vessel. 

colour  of  the  juice  originally  is  a  yellowish  guch  were  the  principal  facto  relating 
white;  but  by  exposure  to  tiie  atmosphere  to  caoutchouc  brought  before  his  audience 
It  grows  dark.  The  natives  also,  who  ga-  by  tiie  learned  lecturer.  In  conclusion,  he 
ther  it,  by  their  adulterations  render  it  of  took  tiie  opportunity  of  briefly  aUuding  to 
a  darker  hue  tiian  natural.  The  mode  of  the  satisfactory  manner  in  which  tiie  even- 
shaping  it  into  botties  is  well  known;  ing  meetings  have  been  conducted  during 
tiie  luice  being  coUected  on  clay  balls,  tiie  season.  Thiswasthelastof  tiiem;  and 
which,  as  soon  as  tiie  caoutchouc  is  dry,  in  the  name  of  tiie  Committee,  Dr.  F.  le- 
are  broken  up.                                            ^  turned  thanks  for  the  support  which  tiiey 

Three  kinds  of  oil  are  prepared  from  had  received, 
this  substance,  of  different  degrees  of  va- 
lue, and  sold  at  from   four  shillings  to  — 
twenty  shillings  per  gallon.     Cocoa-nut 
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CLINICAL  LECTURES  ON  MEDL  patches  varies  with  that  of  the  snrroand- 

Cl}i^  ^"K  tissae,  but  is  always  darker.    Their 

*  size  and  form  are  not  less  various:   the 

DeHvered  at  fhe  H6tel  Dieu,  Paris,  larger  are  elliptical— the  smaller  are  more 

round,  but  appear,  like  the  former,  to  have 

By  flf .  Chomsl.  their  seat  in  Peyer's   glands.      Besides 

rp.^,-  .1.-  ttt^     «t      VII  V  J      ^     m .    .  these,  stiU  smaller  ones  are  sometimes  met 

If™«  th.  "  JJSfiCCiSS!]                 ""  with/occasionaUy  re«mbUng  •  la^fe  pn.- 

tule  ;  these  are  Bninner's  glands.    Such 

patches  are  found  in  the  ileum,  and  some- 

ANATOMICAL  LESIONS  IN  TrPHus  FBVSR.  timcs  at  the  end  of  the  jejunum ;  but  in 

The    morbid  changes   of  structure  met  *^*  greater  number  of  cases  they  occupy 

with  in  those  who  die  of  typhus  fever  are  *^®  ^^   ^^  ^«   "nail   intestine.     The 

no  less  varied  than  the  symptoms  which  jargest    spots    are  always    opposite    the 

we  have  described  in  a  former  lectnie.  Some  insertion    of    the    mesentery,    and    are 

of  these  changes  are  constant,  or  nearly  so.  placed  at  variable  distances   from  each 

while  others  occur  in  a  certain  number  of  ot^^er.    Sometimes  we  also  meet  with  thia 

cases    only ;    hence  the  distinction  into  lesion  in  the  huge  intestines,  which  only 

lesions  which  are  essential,  and  lesions  exhibit  spots  of  small  dimension ;  for  in 

which  are  accidental— a  very  important  ^«  natural  condition,  affgregated  follicles 

^             division,  and  one  which  we  shall  therefore  ***  never  met  with.    The  mucous  mem- 
adopt  brane  which  covers  these,  appeared,  in  the 

only  case  which  I  had  an  opportunity  of 

LESIONS  WHICH  ABB  CONSTANT.  observing,  at  the  seventh  day,  and  in  the 

The   lesions  which  are  constantly,  or  few  wherein  death  took  place  near  this 

nearly  always,  met  with  in  typhoid  fever,  period,  not  to  have  suffered  any  appreda- 

occupy  the  follicles  of  the  intestines  ana  ble  change.    When  an  incision  is  carried 

the  ganglia  of  the  mesentery.    The  altera-  through  uie  thickness  of  one  of  these  spots, 

tion  of  the  follicles,  whether  the  glands  of  and  the  edges  of  the  section  are  examined, 

Brunner  or  of  Peyer,  is  far  from  being  the  mucous  membrane  is  first  distinguished, 

^              '  always  the  same.    If  the  form  of  fever  and  then  beneath  it  a  layer,  the  thickness 

%            changes  during  the  progress  of  the  malady,  of  which  varies  from   one    to    two,  or 

oorresponding'  -changes  take  place  in  the  even  three  lines,  formed  of  a  white  or 

anatomical  lesions,  id^>endent  upon  the  slightly  yellow,  firm,  smooth,  and  bril- 

epochs  at  which  such  variation  in  the  liant  substance.    This  structure  has  some 

type  may  have  occurred.     I  shall  describe  ^malogy  with  that   of  tubercle  not   yet 

tnese  changes,  following  them  through  the  softened,  but  -diffien  in  respect  to  its  bril- 

different  phases  of  the  casease.  liancy,  which  contrasts  strongly  with  the 

Tunufaction   of  the  inteninal  foUielet  and  dull  aspect    of   tubercle.      Beneath  this 

metenterie  gangUa.— It  would  be  difficult  to  layer,  which  occupies  the  whole  extent  of 

say  at  what  epoch  of  the  fever  this  altera-  the  patch,  is  usually  found  the  cellular 

tion  commences,  because  I  have  not  had  tunic,  then  the  muscular,  and  lastly  the 

y               occasion  to  open  the  bodies  of  typhus  pa-  peritoneum.    This  whitish  matter,  how- 

tients  who  have  died  before  the  seventh  day;  ever,  in  the  isolated  follicles,  presents  it- 

and  the  most  recent  works  contain  no  in-  self  in  the  shape  of  little   cones.    It  is 

formation  on  this  point   Of  fifty-five  cases  nunc  that  we  can  distinguish  an  orifice  at 

OEamined  by  M.  I^nis,  the  most  recent  had  the  summit  of  those  follicles  which  occupy 

not  proved  fatal  till  the  eighth  day.    M.  the  extremity  of  the  small  intestine,  while 

Brettonneau  appears  to  have  examined  the  it  is  often  distinguishable  in  those  follicles 

body  of  one  patient  who  died  on  ihe  fifth  of  the  ctecum,  or  colon,  when  they  are 

day.    The  case  has  not  been  published,  changed  to  the  same  extent 

but  ifwe  may  judge  from  the  report  of  At  the  same  time  that  we  perceive  these 

one  of  his  pupils,  it  would  not  appear  that  changes  within  the  intestine,  we  also  find 

the  lesion  found  at  this  time  differed  from  the  lymphatic  glands  in  the  neighbour- 

those  which  presented  themselves  to  me  at  hood  of  the  patches  evidently  diseased ; 

a  later  period— viz.  the  seventh  day.    At  they  are  considerably  enlarged,  and  of  a 

this  time  the  intestines  are  usually  found  deeper  colour  than  natural.    Sometimes, 

distended  with  gas,  which  augments  their  also,  they  are  softened ;  although  there  are 

transparency,  and  in  many  cases  enables  instances,  in  which,  on  the  contrary,  they 

us   to   distinguish   spots    externally,  of  become  pretematuially  hard, 

greater   or  less  size,  and   more  or  less  The  alteration  of  the  follicles  and  of  the 

opaque.    In  examining  the  bowel  exter-  lymphatic  glands,  above  described,  gene- 

nally,  we  discover  salient  patches,  oorre-  rally  follows  a  regular  course.    It  scarcely 

sponding  to  these  opaque  spots,  which  are  ever  happens  that  all  the  follicles  of  the 

raised  one,  two,  or  three  lines,  and  have  intestine  are  affected  from  the  beginning ; 

projecting  borders.    The  colour  of  these  it  is  first  in  the  part  nearest  the  ileo- 
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coBcal  valve  that  the  lesion  is  most  dis-  tioD,  although  very  different  in  their  mode 
tinct,  the  appearance  of  change  diminish-  of  development,  arc  sometimes  met  with 
ing  in  proportion  as  we  recede  from  this  in  the  same  individual,  and  both  equally 
point;  and  the  same  circumstance  is  ob-  lead  to  the  same  result;  namely,  the  de- 
served with  regard  to  the  order  in  which  struction  of  the  mucous  membrane,  and 
the  ulterior  changes  take  place.  the    adventitious  layer   which  forms  in 

Ulceration  of  the  Follicles, — If  the  patient,  patches  beneath  it 

instead  of  dying  a  few  days  after  the  com-  The  ulceration  of  the  isolated  follicles 

mencement  of  Uie  attack,  sinks  at  a  later  differs  little  from  that  already  described, 

period,  during  the  second  stage,  the  lesion  One  of  the  most  remarkable  phenomena 

of  the  follicles  presents  a  different  appear-  during  the  period  of  which  we  speak,  is 

ance,  varying    according  to  the  date  at  the  colour  which  the  patches  sometimes 

which  the  disease  proves  fatal,  and  other  assume  when  the  ulceration  commences, 

less  appreciable  circumstances.  Occasionally  the  debris  of  the   patches 

The  6rst  modification  which  is  perceived  preserve,  even  after  careful  washing,  a 
on  the  surface  of  the  patches,  is  in  the  yellow  or  green  hue,  evidently  dependent 
mucous  membrane  which  covers  them,  on  the  action  of  the  bile.  As  to  the  rest. 
This  membrane  commences,  about  the  however,  these  cases  present  nothing  re- 
eighth,  ninth,  or  tenth  day,  or  even  later,  markable,  except  merely  this  yellowness 
to  lose  its  smooth  appearance ;  it  becomes  of  the  eschars. 

rugous,  cracks,  and  even  entirely  disap-  Intestinal  ulcers.-^Jt  the  patient  sinks  at 
pears;  giving  place  to  an  excavation  which  a  pt;riod  still  more  advanced  than  we 
penetrates  more  or  less  deeply  into  the  layer  have  supposed  in  the  cases  above  men- 
beneath  it,  the  nature  of  which  has  al-  tioned,  the  alteration  of  the  follicles  pre- 
readv  been  explained.  The  exact  period  sents  new  modifications.  In  some  patients, 
of  the  development  cannot  be  fixed  with  not  only  do  we  find  no  patches  remaining, 
precision.  Of  nine  patients  who  died  in  but  there  is  actually  no  trace  of  them  left, 
tlie  clinical  wards  during  the  second  pe-  nor  anything  but  ulcers,  which  in  most 
,  riod,  four  presented  patches  and  follicles  cases  indicate  the  situation  of  the  large 
without  ulceration;  five  shewed  ulceration  glands  of  Peyer,  but  which,  in  other 
in  different  decrees;  and  from  them  it  cases,  occupy  different  situations,  and  pre- 
would  appear  uat  Uie  ulceration  usually  sent  forms  so  various  as  to  lead  to  reason- 
begins  between  the  ninth  and  twelfth  days,  able  doubts  concerning  their  origin.  Some- 
In  some  recent  works,  cases  are  related  in  times  these  ulcers  are  bounded  bv  the 
wliich  the  patches  were  untouched  by  ul-  cellular  texture,  the  mucous  membrane 
ceration  so  late  as  the  twenty -eighth  and  alone  having  been  removed ;  at  other 
thirtieth  day  of  the  disease.  However,  times  only  the  peritoneum  remains.  The 
in  admitting  that  the  date  of  the  original  number  of  these  ulcers  is  also  rery  various; 
attack  has,  in  these  cases,  been  marked  it  is  rare,  however,  for  it  to  equal  that 
with  sufficient  accuracy,  they  can  only  be  which  is  seen  when  death  takes  place 
regarded  as  exceptions  to  a  general  rule,  during  the  first  or  second  period.  The 
nothing  analogous  having  heen  observed  appeaxance  which  these  ulcers  present, 
either  by  M.  Louis  or  myself;  and  our  although  it  thus  offers  numerous  varieties, 
cases,  taken  together,  amount  to  not  fewer  may  however  be  reduced  to  two  principal 
than  ninety- two,  in  which  the  bodies  were  forms;  one  which  may  be  called  tne simple 
examined  after  death.  I  mav  there-  intestinal  ulcer,  and  the  other  which  may 
fore  state,  in  a  general  way,  that  it  is  be  called  the  intestinal  ulcer  with  hyper- 
lh>m  the  eighth  to  the  twelfth,  or  at  most  trophy  of  the  muscular  and  cellular  coats, 
to  the  fifteenth  day,  that  the  ulceration  of  In  the  first,  the  mucous  membrane  is 
the  mucous  membrane  commences.  Two  white  and  extremely  thin,  nor  is  there  any 
distinct  varieties  are  met  with  in  these  appearance  of  inflammation,  or  any  other 
ulcerations.  In  a  certain  number  of  cases,  degeneration;  the  bottom  alone  presents 
the  ulceration  which  succeeds  to  the  en-  some  very  small  granulations.  The  se- 
gorgement  of  the  follicles  begins  in  the  cond  form  is  recognized  by  the  prominence 
mucous  membrane  which  covers  them.  It  of  the  edges  ana  thickening  of  the  tex* 
presents,  at  first,  a  small  ulcer,  which  ex-  tnres,  which  also  exhibit  marks  of  inflam. 
tends  in  breadth  and  depth,  and  precedes  mation,  and  sometimes  are  so  firm  as  to 
the  destruction  of  the  layer  beneath.    In  resemble  scirrhus. 

other    cases,    the  ulceration  commences  Perforation  rf  the  intestine. — Sometimes 

with  the  softening  of  the  layer  which  is  the  peritoneum  itself  becomes  involved  in 

beneath  the  mucous  membrane.    Suppn-  the  ulceration,   after  the  other  textures 

ration  takes  place,  as  in  cases  of  gangrene,  have  been  destroyed.    In  the  cases  where 

and  the  mucous  membrane,  as  well  as  the  this  accident  occurs,  the  patient  is  usually 

layer  beneath  it,  constitutes  a  kind  of  debris,  seized    suddenly,   and    without   obvious 

which  has  been  sometimes  looked  upon  cause,    with    violent   pain,    followed  by 

as  an  eschar.    These  two  forms  of  ulcera-  symptoms  of  acute  peritoDitJ^,  which  af- 
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most  inrariablj  leads  to  a  rapid  and  fatal  either  to  the  one  or  the  other  of  these* 
termination.  On  examination  after  death.  Cases  of  this  kind  are  rare ;  and  I  do  not 
effusion  into  the  peritoneum  is  generally  believe  that  any  authentic  instance  of  this 
found,  and  the  ulcer  detected  externally ;  change  having  been  confined  exclusively, 
and  on  examining  it  from  within,  the  to  the  isolated  follicles,  is  to  be  found  in 
aperture  is  found  to  correspond  with  an  any  modem  author.  It  is  true,  indeed, 
ulceration  larger  than  the  opening,  which  that  if  we  refer  to  the  plates  which  are  to 
seldom  surpasses  three  lines,  ana  is  gene-  be  found  in  some  of  the  editions  of  the 
rally  only  from  one  to  one  and  a  half,  work  of  Roederer  and  Wagner,  we  might 
These  perforations  almost  always  form  in  believe  that  the  disease  which  they  havo 
the  last  foot  of  the  length  of  the  ilium :  described,  and  the  symptoms  of  which  pre- 
sometimes  there  are  two,  and  even  three  sented  in  the  severer  cases  a  perfect  re- 
such  apertures.  As  to  time,  their  occur*  semblance  to  those  of  typhus  fever,  always 
rence  varies  much — perhaps,  on  the  ave-  gave  rise  to  that  variety  of  ulceration,  in 
rage,  from  the  15th  to  the  30th  df^.  The  which  the  isolated  follicles  alone  are  dis. 
accident  is  sometimes  the  result  01  uIcera->  eased ;  but  on  examining  the  plates  with 
tion,  sometimes  of  a  true  eschar,  and  some-  some  care,  and  comparing  them  with  the 
times  it  is  produced  by  the  distention  of  text,  I  am  led  to  think  that  the  drawings 
the  intestine,  causing  the  rupture  of  tex-  had  not  been  made  from  nature,  and  that 
tnres  weakened  by  disease.  the   authors    had    themselves    mistaken 

Cictttrisaiion  of  inteainal  ulcers, — Hitherto  the    true    anatomical    character    of  the 

we  have  followed  the  changes  which  the  disease  the  histniy  of  which  they  hav^ 

follicles  undergo  from  their  first  enlarge-  recorded. 

ment  to  their  entire  destruction.  We  shall  Lesion  of  the  mesenteric  ganglia.-^The 
now  consider  them  in  a  different  point  of  changes  in  the  mesenteric  g^^ia  present 
view,  and  trace  their  restoration  to  health,  numerous  varieties.  Sometimes  they  are 
When  the  patient  sinks  at  a  period  more  only  increased  in  bulk,  without  other  ap- 
advanced  than  we  have  yet  supposed,  such  preciable  change;  sometimes  they  are  also 
as  six  weeks  or  two  months,  the  edges  of  the  softened;  in  some  I  have  seen  traces  of 
ulcers,  which  we  have  described  as  simple,  pus,  and  in  others  have  found  the  glanda 
have  become  so  flat,  that  it  is  difficult  to  indurated,  wiUiout  being  enlarged.  These 
aay  where  the  mucous  membrane  ends,  and  changes  are  (like  those  in  the  follicles)  de- 
the  ulcer  begins.  At  the  centre  of  this  ])endent  upon  the  period  at  which  the  pa- 
last,  some  small  inequalities  may  be  seen,  tient  sinks.  Thus,  where  the  disease  is  re- 
particolarly  when  the  part  is  examined  cent,  the  glands  are  found  to  be  much  en* 
under  water.  When  the  patients  die  at  a  larged,  and  very  red,  or  of  a  rose  colour; 
period  still  more  advanced,  sometimes  no  sometimes,  even  from  an  early  period,  they 
trace  of  ulceration  is  found,  but  occasion-  contain  an  admixture  of  pus,  giving  them 
ally  there  is  only  a  slight  depression,  with  a  greyish  colour.  In  proportion  as  ther 
a  perceptible  redness  at  the  points  usually  are  examined  at  a  more  advanced  perioo, 
occupied  by  such  ulcerations.  this  grey  tint   becomes   gradually  more 

Raolution  of  the  patehes^'^Tn  those  pa-  pronounced,   and  passes  into  a  slate  or 

tients  who  die  at  a  period  more  advanced  dirty  yellow,  the  matter  becoming  at  the 

than  that  at  which  the  patches  begin  to  same  time  more  and  more  attenuated.    I 

ulcerate,  these  lajit,  when  they  are  not  ul-  have  never,  however,  found    it  entirely 

eerated,  usually  present  a  less  considerable  fluid,  as  in  an  abscess, 

degree  of  prominence  than  in  those  who  At  a  still  more  advanced  period,  corre- 

have   died   during   the   first   few   days,  spending  to  that  at  which  the  follicles. 

At  a  period  more  advanced,  this  promi-  when  they  have  not  been  ulcerated,  return 

nence  is  still  less  marked ;  and  we  may  to  their  natural  state,  or  else  to  that  at 

trace  it  gradually  diminidiing,  till  the  which  the  ulcers  begin  to  cicatrize,  the 

patches  return  by  degrees  to  their  primi-  mesenteric  ganglia  are  less  tumefied,  often 

tive  state.    The  period  at  which  this  reso-  less  softened ;  and  in  following  them  to  a 

lution  commences  varies  much,  and  would  period  far  removed  from  the  onset  of  the 

require  a  greater.number  of  cases  than  I  disease, — as   that  when  the  follicles  are 

have  witnessed  to  determine  it.    I  have  again    quite   restored, — the   glands    are 

seen  the  resolution  fiir  advanced  by  the  found  to  be  considerably  diminished,  and 

twentieth  day,  and  I  have  seen  it  appa-  nearly  restored  to  their  natural  size,  but 

rently  but  just   commencing   after    the  red,  or  violet  coloured,  or  even  black,  both 

thirtieth.  externally  and  internally,  without  soften- 

Lesion  confined  to   one  set   of  follicles,'^  ing;  indeed,  on  the  contrary,  they  are  usu- 

The  changes  which  we  have  been  consi-  ally  indurated.  The  following  table  shews 

dering,  occupy,  at  the  same  time,  the  iso-  the  comparative  frequency  of  these  different 

lated  follicles,  and  the  glands  of  Peyer ;  states  of  the  mesenteric  ganglia  in  typhoid 

but  the  same  alterations  may  be  limited  fever :-— 
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The  eanglia  large,  with  commencing  alteration   from    that   which   occara    in 

eotlening  and  sapparation,from  the  typhus,  are — Ist,  the   difference    of   the 

7th  to  the  2dth  day 14  prominence,  which  is  never  so  conaide. 

Idem — ^very  soft,  from  the  10th  to  36th  table    in    cholera    as    to   lead   to    the 

day 12  patches  which  are  found  being  confound- 

Jdem^^lled  with  a  fluid  like  mucus,       ,  ed  with   those  which  occur  in  typhus ; 

on  the  2lst  day    1  2dly,  the  uniformity  of  the  lesion  at  all 

/icm— red,  large,  and  hard,  after  the  periods  of  the  disease.      I  have  always 

19th  day    10  found  the  same  lesion  without  any  diange 

Idem— hnt  little  enlarged, — blue,  yio-  in  cholera,  at  whatever  period  the  patient 

let,  or  black, — hani,  after  the  17th  may  have  died— from  twenty-four  hours  to 

day, 3  thirty,  and  even  thirty-six  days  after  the 

— *  commencement    In  no  case  have  I  found 

40  eschars,  or  ulcerations ;  nor,  consequently, 

the  lesions  which  succeed  to  these.    This 

We  obs^tre,  then,  in  the  gradual  altera-  circumstance  is  of  great  interest,  because 

tion  of  the  mesenteric  glands,  the  same  it  shews  how  unimportant  a  part  the  lesion 

series  of  phenomena  as  in  the  follicles  ~  of  the  follicles  enacts  in  the  different  fonoa 

namely,  considerahle  increase  of  size  and  which   cholera  presents  at  its   different 

softening,  which  goes   on    augmenting;  periods. 

then,   if  the  disease  takes  a  favourable        Ledarn  in  Phthms, — ^There  is  more  re- 

turn,   a   gradual   diminution,   till   tibeir  semblance  between  the  lesion  of  the  foUi- 

healthy  condition  be  restored.    The  only  cles  in  typhus  fever  and  phthisis,      in 

difference  which  we  perceive  between  the  many  of  tnose  who  die  at  an  advanced 

lesions  of  these  oiigans  is,  that  the  mesenteric  period  of  phthisis,  we  remark  sometimes, 

glands  never  ulcerate,  at  least  I  have  never  throughout  the  whole  length  of  the  small 

seen  such  a  case.    In  general,  the  glands  intestine,  isolated  follicles,  nearly  as  large 

which  are  nearest  the  co^um  are  those  in  as  those  which  are  met  with  m  typhus 

which  the  change  is  most  marked ;  the  rea-  fever,  and,  like  them,  filled  with  a  firm 

son  of  which  is,  that  the  follicles  are  there  whitish  matter ;  the  others  ulcerated,  with 

most  diseased,  and  the  two  sets  of  changes  saJient  edges,  from  a  quarter  of  a  line  to 

are  always  in  proportion  to  each  other,  a  line  in  thickness.    Now  thus  far  there  is 

It  would  appear  that  the  suppuration  of  litUe  difference;  but  it  is  rare,  in  phthisis, 

the  mesenteric  glands  is  not  immediately  to  see  the  isolated  follicles  alone  aflected ; 

dependent  on  uat  of  the  follicles ;  that  it  most  frequently  the  glands  of  Peyer  are 

may  exist  before  the  follicles  themselves  so  likewise,  and  present  a  condition  so 

are  developed ;  and  that  the  pus  which  different  from  that  met  with  in  fever,  as  to 

they  contain  has  not  in  every  case  been  leave  no  doubt  as  to  the  nature  of  the  al- 

absorbed,  as  has  been  said,  m>m  the  sur-  teration,  at  whatever  period  it  is  examined. 

face  of  ulcerations  in  intestine.  We  never  see  the  tuberculous  matter  spread 

Letian  cf  the  foUietet  in  other  diseases  than  on  the  surface  of  Peyer*s  glands  in  such 
typhus, — One  of  the  most  important  cha-  manner  as  to  resemble  the  patches  of  ty. 
racteristics  of  the  alterations  of  the  folli-  phus;  on  the  contrary,  these  glands  present 
cles  which  we  have  described  is,  that  they  a  small  number  of  tumors,  absolutelpr  re- 
are  only  found  as  a  consequence  of  typhus  sembling  isolated  tuberculous  follicles^ 
fever.  It  is  true  that  disease  of  these  folli-  becoming  developed  at  the  distance  of  one 
cles  is  met  with  in  some  other  affections,  or  two  Tines  ftom  eadi  other,  generally 
as  cholera,  scarlatina,  and  phthisis;  though  ftom  the  centre  towards  the  circumference ; 
not  so  constantly  as  in  fever.  and  so  slowly  that  those  of  the  circumfe- 

henom  in  Chalera,  —  In  the  greater  rence  contain  only  tubercles,  when  those 
number  of  those  who  died  in  cholera  towards  tiie  centre  are  already  completely 
in  1638,  the  intestinal  follicles  presented  ulcerated :  when,  after  the  ulceration  of 
an  obvious  prominence,  sometimes  con-  all  the  follicles,  there  remains  no  trace 
fined  to  the  glands  of  Brunner  alone,  at  but  one  vast  ulcer,  it  might  be  diffi- 
others  occupying  both  those  glands  and  cult  to  distinguish  the  two  conditions 
the  aggravated  follicles.  These  follicles,  under  comparison ;  however,  the  hardness 
the  prominence  of  which  never  exceeds  and  thickness  of  all  the  tissues  which 
the  fifth  or  fourth  part  of  a  line,  are  surround  a  tuberculous  ulcer  will  generally 
usually  of  the  same  colour  as  the  in-  suffice  to  distinguish  it.  Besides,  the 
testine,  but  of  a  somewhat  deeper  tint,  be-  mesenteric  glands,  at  the  period  we  sup- 
cause  of  their  thickness ;  sometimes  they  pose,  are  in  phthisis  usually  like  large 
are  of  a  dull  white,  like  a  thin  layer  of  white  tubercles  more  or  less  softened,  and 
albumen;  sometimes  they  are  uniformly  cannot  be  confounded  with  those  of  tjiihui, 
red ;  at  others,  of  a  deep  brown.  Tlie  which  at  a  period  eoually  advanced,  Bit 
characters  which  distinguish  this  morbid  small  in  nze,  and  reo,  violet,  or  black. 
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Lman  of  th§  foUielm  in  «ear/«tifta.— This  on  the  rixth  dav,  in  one  on  the  tenth,  in  two 

diffen  bat  little  from  what  has  been  de-  on  the  ele?entb,  one  on  the  twelAfa,  one  on 

scribed  abo?e   as   occurring   in  cholera,  the  twentieth,  one  on  the  twenty-third, 

There  is  usually  a  slight  bypertrophY,  with  one  on  the  twenty  ninth.   Thus,  of  twenty, 

redness  of  the  follicles  and  glands  ol^Peyer,  nine  patients  who  had  stupor,  in  four,  at 

but  which  never  attains  the  thickness  which  least,  this  phenomenon  came  on  before  the 

we  see  in  typhus,  and  which  nerer  ends  in  period  at  which  the  intestinal  patches  be« 

ulceration.  came  ulcerated.    The  doctrine  which  at- 

Connexion  fteltoeen  the  symptonu  and  the  tributes  the  stupor,  and  other  adynamic 
above  morbid  changes. — After  baring  ex-  srmptoms,  to  the  absorption  of  pus  and 
posed  the  symptoms  which  typhus  displays  uebris  from  the  intestines,  is  not  better 
daring  life,  and  the  lesions  which  are  con-  founded.  In  four  of  the  above  twenty* 
stantly,  or  almost  constantly,  presented  nine  cases,  suppuration  could  not  have 
aifter  death,  we  are  naturally  led  to  in-  yet  occurred  when  the  stupor  came  on; 
quire,  as  far  as  it  is  possible  to  do  so,  and  again,  in  numerous  instances  where 
if  there  exists  a  constant  relation  between  death  took  place  without  ulceration  and 
the  principal  symptoms  of  the  disease  and  suppuration  of  the  intestinal  follicles,  stu- 
tfae  different  varieties  of  lesion  in  the  fol-  por  had  been  present  The  acute  dell- 
licles  during  life.  We  shall  take  succes-  rium  does  not  appear  to  be  connected  witJi 
sively  the  chief  symptoms,  and  subject  the  state  of  the  follicles,  any  more  than  the 
them  to  this  examination.  The  headache,  headache  and  stupor.  Of  the  forty-two 
which  was  only  wanting  in  one  out  of  patients  who  died,  twenty  only  had  deli> 
42  patients  who  died,  and  which  was  often  rium,  and  the  symptom  did  not  appear  to 
the  first  svmptom  of  the  disease,  can  be  peculiar  to  any  one  stage  of  tne  dis-^ 
scarcely  be  looxed  upon  as  connected  with  ease  more  than  another, 
lesions  which  it  has  preceded,  neither  was  Diarrhoea  was  present  in  thirty.four  out 
any  appreciable  connexion  discovered  be-  of  forty  two,  at  the  time  of  their  admis- 
tween  its  subsidence,  and  the  particular  sion,  and  in  six  only  did  it  supervene  dur- 
oondition  of  the  follicles.  The  stupor,  ingtheir  stay  in  the  hospital, 
which  is  generally  developed  during  the  We  may  perhaps  conclude  from  these 
first,  or  at  the  commencement  of  the  second  facts,  that  the  varieties  of  lesion  in  the 
period,  is  a  sjrmptom  of  great  importance :  follicles  and  mesenteric  glands  do  not  an- 
it  is  always  united  to  much  prostration  of  nounce  themselves  by  any  particular  phe- 
strength,  and  only  disappears  when  the  nomenon;  and  that  the  symptoms  (ex- 
disease  has  taken  a  decidedly  favourable  cept  perhaps  the  purging,  pain  about 
turn.  Two  opinions  have  been  advanced  the  abdomen  and  borborygml)  are  the  ex* 
with  respect  to  this  symptom,  in  relation  prcssions  of  the  morbid  influence  upon  the 
to  the  intestinal  lesions;  one,  that  it  did  entire  economy  ~the  disorder  which  it  car. 
not  occur  till  the  patient  was  already  worn  ries  into  the  principal  functions,  and  that 
out  by  the  long  continuance  of  the  msease;  they  rather  belong  to  the  disease  itself, 
the  otiier,  that  the  adynamic  state  does  not  than  constitute  the  effects  of  the  diseased 
come  on,  except  in  proportion  as  the  gastro-  state  of  the  follicles, 
intestinal  affection  terminates  in  ulcera- 
tion, suppuration,  or  gangrene.  As  these  ' 
opinions  have  been  maintained  with  ta- 

lent,  and  the  Utter,  parUcuhirly,apparenUy  SUPERNUMERARY  NIPPLES, 

even  supported  by  certain  facts  flbdvanced  .. 
in  its  favour,  I  shall  relate  the  results  of 

my  own  observation.  The  human  female  presents  irregularities 

Twenty -nine  patients  out  of  the  forty-  of  the  breast  not  less  frequently  than  other 

two  who  died  shewed  a  great  degree  of  mammalia.    In  addition  to  the  instances 

stupor ;  of  these,  twenty-one  were  in  this  already  on  record,  I  myself  have  observed 

state  when  admitted,  and  ei^ht  became  the  following : — In  the  year  1824,  Maria 

affected  with  it  during  their  sojourn  in  Uie  R.,  bom  in  liagenreld,  near  Pforzheim, 

hospital.     Of  twenty-one  who  were  4d-  was  admitted  into  our  Lying-in  Hospital, 

mitted  in  a  state  of  marked  stupor,  two  Her  left  breast  was  furnished  with  two 

were  received  the  fourth  day  of  the  dis-  nipples,  each  of  which  was  enclosed  with. 

ease,  three  the  fifth  day,  two  the  seventh  in  a  separate  areola.    The  supernumerary 

day,  two  the  ninth  day,  two  the  tenth  day,  nipple  was  situated  about  three  fingers' 

two  the  twelfth  day,  four  from  the  twelfth  breadth  beneath  the  other.    This  breast, 

to  the  sixteenth  day,  three  from  the  six.  on  the  whole,  was  not  larger  than  that  of 

teenth  to  the  twenty-second  day,  one  the  the  right  side.    She  had  a  child,  and  milk 

thirty-sixth    day.     Again,   of  those    in  came  in  as  great  abundance  ttom  the  su- 

whom  the  stupor  supervened  after  their  pemumerary  as  from  the  other  nipples. 

admissioDy  in  one  the  symptoms  occurred  In  the  year  1825,  the  body  of  a  girl  was 
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brought  into  oar  dissectinff-room :  she  was 
about  twenty  years  old,  ner  breasts  were 
beautifully  formed,  and  well  developed, 
but  each  furnished  with  two  fully. formed 
nipples,  surrounded  bv  a  common  areola. 
In  1829,  the  wife  of  a  Dutch  soldier, 
named  Walter,  called  for  the  purpose  of 
consulting  me;  and  during  the  examina- 
tion of  her  chest,  I  observed  that  the  left 
breast  was  provided  with  two  nipples; 
each  of  which  gave  milk,  and  u>ere  sur- 
rounded  with  a  common  areola.  She  assured 
me  that  her  mother  had  exactly  she  same 
conformation. — Tiedemamt,  in  Zeittehift  fur 
Phy$iologie* 


WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  of  BURIALS. 
From  Bills  of  MoRTALirr,  Julff  1,  1S34. 


PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND 
SURGICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

The  next  anniversary  meeting  is  to  be 
held  at  Birmingham,  on  the  18th  instant 
Business  will  commence  at  half-past  12 
on  that  day,  in  the  Theatre  of  the  Philo- 
sophical  Institution.  Dr.  Conolly  is  to 
deliver  the  annual  oration  or  address, — 
a  duty  which  we  believe  was  originally 
allotted  to  the  late  Dr.  Darwall. 


ST.   GEORGE'S  HOSPITAL.— 
MR.  LANE. 

To  the  Editfn'  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 

Sir, 

In  the  last  number  of  the  Lancet,  the 
Editor,  in  commenting  on  the  new  ap- 
pointment  of  a  second  assistant-surgeon  to 
St  George's  Hospital,  states  that  the  other 
two  canmdates  (Mr.  Palmer  and  Mr.  Lane) 
are  **  shams." 

May  I  be  allowed  the  opportunity, 
through  the  medium  of  your  journal,  to 
set  him  right  on  this  point,  by  asserting 
most  positively  that  I  am  no  '*  sham  "  in 
this  affair— that  I  am  opposed  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  appointment— that  I  voted 
against  it  on  Friday,  the  37th  ult  and 
that  I  am  the  only  candidate  who  did  so ; 
further,  that  I  un  in  earnest  in  the  con- 
test, and  determined  to  persevere  to  the 
last — I  trust  with  fair  grounds  of  success. 

I  am  sure,  sir,  you  will  see  the  injurious 
tendency  of  these  remarks  to  my  character 
and  interests  at  the  present  moment,  if 
uncontradicted ;  and  therefore  feel  assured 
that  you  will  not  refuse  me  the  kindness 
to  insert  this  letter  at  your  earliest  oppor- 
tunity.— I  am,  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Samuel  Lane. 

No.  It  Groirenor-PUee, 
July  1,  1834. 


AbticeM                 •  1 

Age  and  Debility  .  83 

Apoplexy      •       .  4 

Asthma         .        .  19 

Cancer          •       •  6 

Childbirth     .       .  1 

Consumption        .  45 
Constipation  of  the 

Bowels      .        •  1 

Convulsions         .  SI 

Croup   ...  6 
Dentition  or  Teething  H 

Diabetes       .       .  3 

Dropsy                 .  18 

Dropsy  on  the  Brain  12 

Dropsy  on  the  Chest  I 

Epilepsy       .       .  8 

Erysipelas    .       •  1 

Fever     ...  8 

Fever*  Scarlet      .  4 


Fever,  Typhus     .  t 

Gout      ...  2 

Heart,  diseased  .  1 

Hernia  ...  1 

Hooplng-Congh   .  13 

Inflammation       .  21 

BoweU&  Stomach  4 

Brain  A 

Lungs  and  Pleura  8 

Influensa      •       •  1 

Jaundice       .       •  2 

LlYer,  diseased    •  8 

MeaMles        .        •  8 

Mortification        •  4 

Rheumatism         •  1 

8malI-Poz    .       •  2 

Spasms         •       •  2 

tJuknoMm  Causes  40 


Stillborn 


Increase  of  Burials,  as  compared  with  > 
the  preceding  week       •       .       .3 
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June,  1884. 

Thursday .  28 
Friday  .  .  27 
Saturday  .  28 
Sunday  .  .  29 
Monday .  .  80 

Tuesday .  .  1 
Wednesday  2 


Thxbmombtkr.    Barombtbr. 


from  50  to  76 

49  74 

52  79 

64  80 

61  81 

47  69 

49  74 


80*14  to  80*12 
80-10  80  08 
80  04  3011 
80  17  80-32 
80*36      30*29 


80-28 
80  04 


8011 
80^00 


Wind  variable,  N.E.  prevailing. 
Rain  at  times  during  the  morning  of  the  27th  ) 
otherwise  generally  clear. 
Bain  fallen,  ■!  of  an  inch. 

Charles  Henry  Adams. 


NOTICE. 

Mr.  Symes. — We  have  already  diff'. 
tinctly  declared  our  intention  of  havings 
nothing  further  to  do  with  M.  Moscati,  or 
his  opponents.  Mr.  Symes's  request,  after 
what  we  said  last  week,  is  idle  and  absurd. 

The  printed  circular  from  the  Medical 
AND  Surgical  Society  of  Newcastle, 
embodying  tlieir  address  to  Mr.  Warburton 
and  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  has 
reached  us.  It  contains  several  excellent 
suggestions  on  the  subject  of  medical  re- 
form,  with  a  full  account  of  the  Newcastle 
Sphool  of  Medicine,  and  the  state  of  the 
profession  in  that  town :  but  we  cannot 
iind  room  for  the  document. 


Errata.— In  Mr.  C.  Hutchison's  letter, 
p.  445,  last  paragraph,  for  '*  statement," 
read  "  subject ;"  ii^ier  "  Mr.  Lawrence's," 
read  **  error;"  and  in  the  note,  col.  2,  for 
"Mr.Crampton,"  read  «*Dr.P.Crampton." 

W.  WiLtoK,  Printer,  67, Skinner* Street,  {^ondon. 
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LECTURES  foetal  body,  and  the  perineum  somewhat 

on    the    stretch,  the  pains  are  folly  as 

**"'"*■  powerful  as  when  the  head  is  parsing. 

THEORY  AND  PRACTICE    OF  o«cli  cases,  then,  require  no  artificial  as- 

MIDWIFERY-  sistance;  nor  is  it  necessary  or  desirable 

lu     IP    i%,    ;  ^  stimulate  the  uterus  to  increased  action. 

Delivered  at  the  London  Hospital,  But  should  the  patient  hare  been  debili- 

B,  Fh*kc.s  H.  R^sboxhah.  M.D.  ^^l?7eS^trofTrax'rSbK 

— —  or  have  borne  a  great  many  children,  we 

T  ^.  may  anticipate  a  necessity  for  some  ex- 

Lecture  XL.  tractive  aid.    Should,  then,  this  sluggish- 

PRETERNATURAL  LABOUR.  ness  on  the  part  of  the  propelling  powers 

continue,  while   at   the    same   time   the 

DIFFICULT  BmEBcir  PRESENTATIONS.  ^ly^^  posscsscs  the  Ordinary  capacity,  and 

Since  we  have  learned  the  mechanism  of  the  soft  structures  have  acquired  a  due 

head  and  breech  presentations,  and  the  degpree  of  softness  and  distensibility,  it  is 

difficulties  that  are  sometimes  met  with  right  that  we  should  endeavour,  by  the 

under  natural    labour,   we  may   readily  means  already  mentioned,  to  increase  the 

suppose  that  delays  will  also  occur,  and  tone    of  the  uterus,  and  supersede    the 

that    impediments  will  exist  to  the  easy  necessity  for  manual  interference;— such 

passage  of  the  foetus,  when  the  nates,  or  are,  warm  diluents,  taken  internally;  gen- 

any  part  of  the   lower  extremities,  offer  tie  friction,  with  slight  pressure,  over  the 

at  the  pelvic  brim.  abdomen;  change  of  posture;  and—should 

the  arterial  system  also  be  acting  with 

cirsEs,  AND  CORRESPONDENT  TREAT-  diminished  energy— we  may  have  recourse 

^^^'^'  to  stimuli.    The  ergot  of  rye,  as  a  general 

We  may  readily  imagine,  that  all  the  rule,  is  perhaps  inadmissible ;    but  if  it 

causes  referable  to  the  mother,  which  have  be  exhibited,  the  cautions  I  before  gave 

been  before  described  as  producing  delay  must  not  be  lost  sight  of. 
nnder  natural  labour,  may  equally  occo-        Presuming,  then,  that  wc  are  in  attend- 

sion  difficulty  when  the  breecn  presents;  ance  upon  a  case  in  which  such  circuni- 

and  these  may  all  be  referred  to  one  of  the  stances  obtain  as  I  just  hinted  at,  and 

two  general  heads — either  inefficiency  of  the  means    recommended  have    not   the 

the  propelling  powers,  or  a  diminution  desired  effect,  it  next  becomes  a  question 

of  space  in  the  passages.  whether  we  are  warranted  in  resorting  to 

artificial  delivery.    To  answer  this  qucs- 

INEFFICIENT  UTERINE  ACTION.  tiou,  many  circumstauocs  must  be  taken 

It  is  not  nnfrequently  remarked,  that  into  consideration,  which  have  been  before 

under  breech  presentations,  after  the  nip-  sufficiently  dwelt  on ;   but  since  delivery 

tare  of  the  membranes,  the  utei^is  for  some  under   a    breech  presentation  is   for   the 

time  acts   more  feebly    than  in  natural  most   part  easier   than  when   the  head 

labour;  and  this  is  perhaps  owing  to  the  offers,  I  should  be  inclined  to  use  the 
breech  producing  less  pressure  or  irrita-  means  we  are  in  possession  of  rather 
tion  npon  the  os  nteri  than  the  harder  earlier  than  if  the  presentation  were  na- 
head :  but  the  contractions  presently  be-  tural ;  provided,  indeed,  no  risk  would  be 
come  sufficiently  strong;  and  when  the  incurred  of  injuring  the  maternal  struc- 
pelvic  cavity  is  pretty  well  o^npied  by  the    tures.      The  method  to  be  adopted  will 

ai6.— XIV.  2  K 
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depend  much  on    the   situation  of  the  tures.    The  only  way,  indeed,  by  which  we 

breech :  if  it  be  somewhat  low  in  the  pel-  can  cause  the  blades  to  keep  their  hold  at 

yisjour  finger  will  in  most  instances  be  suffi-  all,  is  by  soneezing  the  handles  firmly  to- 

cient  for  our  purpose;  by  hooking  it  o?er  gether,  so  tnat  the  points  may  take  a  deep 

the  groin,  ana  the  application  of  a  little  nip  upon  the  fcetai  body ;  and,  as  anato- 

traction,  we    may    probably    bring    the  mists,  L  would  ask  you  whether  there  were 

breech  to  press  upon  the  perineum ;  we  no  parts  likely  to  suffer  from  this  rude  pres- 

< shall  then  most  likely  find  that  uterine  sure?     We  may  possibly  break  the  fcetai 

action  is  increased  in  proportion  as  the  pelns;  and  that  would  be  an  accident  of  no 

perineum  becomes  distended ;  and  that  no  trifling  importance.     We  mav  also  do  ir- 

further  artificial  aid  is  required.      But  reparable  injury  to  some  of  the  soft  parts, 

should  the  breech  be  so  high  that  we  are  You  are  aware  of  the  large  size  of  the  li?er 

unable  to  insinuate  our  finger  round  the  in  the  foetus — you  know  how  closely  the 

groin,  we  may,  by  another  ?ery  simple  edge  approaches  to  the  pelvic  brim — ^yoa 

means,  produce  a  most  valuable  and  effi-  are  acquainted  with  the  dangerous  conse- 

cient  purchase :  we  may  possibly  be  able  to  quences  of  a  bruise  or  rupture  of  that  or- 

work  the  extremity  of  a  silk  or  cambric  gan  in  the  adult,— and  you  would  naturally 

handkerchief  oyer  the  groin,  without  any  conclude  that  the  result  of  such  an  acci- 

great  difiiculty :  by  drawing  the  end  down,  dent  would  be  eoually,  if  not  more  seri- 

a  loop  is  formed  round  the  festal  limb,  ous,  in  a  young  cnild ;  because  the  stmc- 

and  a    most   powerflil  hold  is  obtained,  tures  are  so  much  more  vascular  and  ten- 

If  the  handkerchief  be  used  carefully  and  der.    Independently  of  these  organs,  the 

tenderly,  it  is  preferable  to  an  iron  hook ;  intestines  may  be  dangerously  wounded, 

but  shoidd  the  application  of  the  handker-  as  you  cannot  fail  to  observe  when  the 

chief  be  difficult  or  impracticable,  we  have  instrument  is  applied  to  this  leather  phan. 

another  instrument, — more  efficient,  per-  tom.     For  such  reasons,  then,  I  would 

haps,  but  more  dangerous,— in  the  blunt  strongly  advise  your  not  attempting  to  ose 

hook,  to  be  used  only  as  a  last  resource,  the  forceps  in  breech  presentations;  but 

If  the  breech  have  entered  in  any  degree  there  is  another,  not  to  be  forgotten — that 

into  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  we  can  gene-  we  haye  better  instruments  in    those  I 

rally  succeed  in  encompassing  one  or  other  have  alieady  mentioned.    Hamilton  him- 

limb  by  a  small-sized  blunt  hook.     Hav-  self,  indeedf,  in  his  lectures,  states,  that 

ing,  then,  warmed  and  greased  the  instru-  injury  can  scarcely  be  prevented  if  the 

ment,  we  carry  its  handle  up  towards  the  forceps  in  more  common  use  are  employed, 

abdomen,  in  the  manner  I  now  show  you,  but  that  his  are  not  liable  to  the  same  ob- 

and  introduce  the  point,  directed  by  our  jcctions;  that  he  never  had  recourse  to  the 

finger,  previously  inserted,  over  the  bend  blunt  hook  but  twice,  and  that  in  both  in- 

of  one  thigh ;  gentle  traction  must  then  stances  the  child's  groin    was  seriously 

be  made  in  thedirection  towards  the  coccyx,  hurt.      Notwithstanding    the   professor's 

and  we  shall  most  probably  find  the  fcetai  eulogium  on  his  own  instrument,  I  am 

body  descend.      I  need  not,  I  am   per-  still  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  any  va- 

suaded,  a^in  remind  you  of  the  delicacy  riety  of  forceps  is  perfectly  inadmissible : 

of  the  child's  structures,  and  the  imper-  and  that  the  means  recommended,  particu- 

fectly-ossified  state  of  the  bones ;  and  I  lar];^  the  blunt  hook,  are  eoually  applica- 

need  not  warn  you  of  the  grievous  injuries  hie  in  cases  of  impaction  of  the  breech,— 

you  may  inflict  on  the  infant's  person.  which  we  sometimes  meet  with, — as  when 

In  the  cases  now  under  consideration,  we  it  is  detained  in  the  pelvis  simply  from 

have  been  recommended  by  some  prac-  want  of  sufficient  energy  in  the  expulsive 

titioners  (and  by  Dr.  Hamilton,  of  Edin-  agents, 
burgh,  among  tne  number)  to  adapt  the 

forceps  over  each  ilium  of  the  child— if  distortion  of  the  pelvis. 

the  OS  uteri  be  dilated — and  to  extract  by         We  will  presume,   however,  that  the 

a  movement  similar  to  that  used  when  cause  of  delay  is  a  want  of  room  in  the 

they  are  applied  upon  the  head.    Baude-  bony  pelvis,  and  that  the  diminution  of 

locque,  indeed,  tells  us  that  this  mode  of  space  is  at  the  brim,  in  the  conjugate  dia- 

delivery  was  first  accomplished  by  a  prac-  meter;  where,  indeed,  we  nsually  observe 

titioner  who  mistook  the  breech  for  the  it  to  exist.    It  is  evident  that  such  a  case 

head,  adapted  the  forceps,  and  afterwards  must  be  difficult  in  proportion  as  the  pelvis 

boasted  oi  his  novel  success.    You  cannot,  is  contracted ;  and  we  shall  sometimes,  as 

however,  fail  being  immediately  impressed  in  head  presentations,  find  that  difficiUtj 

with  the  numerous  objections  to  this  mode  almost  insurmountable, 
of  proceeding.  Our  first  duty,  under  such  a  state  of 

The  instrument  not  being  made  for  the  things,  is  to  detect  the  cause  of  delay; 

breech,  but  for  a  more  globular  body,  does  and  we  can  have  little  difficulty  in  deter- 

not  fit  that  part,  and  is  liable  to  slip,  to  mining  this  point,  for  the  uterus  will  most 

the  great  hazard  of  the  mother's  struc  likely  be  acting  sufficiently  strongly  to  pro. 
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pel  tbe  breech  through  the  brim,  if  there  in    the    manner     recommended    at   our 

were  space  enough  to  admit  it;  and  we  last   meeting,    and   the  hetA   must   be 

can  positively  measure  the  dimensions  of  bronght  to  the  pel?ic  brim,  in  the  situation 

the  pelvis  as  easily  as  though  the  head  pro-  most  favourable  for  its  passage;  namely, 

sented,  and  by  the  same  means.    The  only  with  the  face  to  one  ilium,  and  the  occiput 

question  is  as  to  the  space  necessary  for  to  the  other.     We  must  then  pass  the 

toe  transmission  of  the  breech.    Now  this  finger  of  one  hand  Into  the  mouth,  depress 

part  of  the  foetal  body  does  not  possess  a  the  chin,  and  make  traction  by  the  two 

cireumference  so  lai^  as  the  head,  and,  firstfingersof  the  other,  fitted  like  a  crutch 

being  softer,  it  is  more  compressible ;  so  across  the  shoulders ;  taking  care  not  to 

that  it  may  be  squeezed  through  a  smaller  dislocate  the  neck  or  injure  the  jaw.     By 

aperture  than  the  cranium,  while  whole,  this  means  we  shall  probably  enable  the 

would  require :  at  the  same  time,  however,  head  to  pass  the  brim ;  and  when  it  has 

since  it  posseses  no  cavity  which  can  be  entered  the  pelvic  cavity,  we  may  turn  the 

opened,  and  no  contents  which  can  be  eva-  face  into  the  hollow  of  the  sacrum,  and  we 

caated,  it  is  impossible  to  draw  it  through  shall  probably  complete  the  delivery  with 

80  small  a  pelvis  as  the  mutilated  and  col-  little  difficulty,  because  the  principal  im- 

lapted  skull.    If,  indeed,  the  pelvis  mea-  pediment  is  overcome, 

sure  but  two  inches  and  a  half  from  pubes  When  we  are  endeavouring  to  bring  the 

to  sacrum,   I  am  persuaded  the  double  child's  head  through  the  brim  of  the  pelvis, 

breech  may,  by  management,  be  made  to  whether  the  organ  be  contracted  in  its  di- 

pass,  and    that    it    could    be    extracted  mensions  or  of  a  natural  formation,  it  is 

through  a  considerably  less  space,  provided  of  the  utmost  importance  that  we  should 

the  legs  were  first  brought  externally.  recollect  its  relative  diameters;  for  if,  even 

But,  even  if  we  succeed  with  the  breech,  where  they  are  of  the  usual  size,  we  place 

a  larger  space  is  required  for  the  shoul-  the  head  with  its  long  diameter  in  the 

ders ;  and  if  they  pass,  still  there  is  more  situation  of  the  short  diameter  of  the  brim, 

room  necessary  for  the  passage  of  the  head,  the  cranium  will  not  enter  the  cavity,  but 

so  that  we  have  difficulty  following  diffi-  will  remain  above  the  brim,  and  the  child's 

culty,  and  each  of  them  greater  than  the  life  will  eventually  be  destroyed  by  pres- 

one  preceding.    This,  ind^,  is  just  the  re-  sure  on  the  funis  umbilicalis.    I  have  been 

verse  of  what  happens  under  a  head  pre-  called  to  many  cases  under  the  belief  that 

sentaU'on;  for,  generally  speaking,  when  there  was  a  diminution  in  capacity,  where 

the  head  is  bom,  the  body  can  be  extracted  the  person  in  charge,  —  not  sumclently 

with  comparative  ease.  attending   to  the  different  diameters  of 

Being,   then,   fully  satisfied    that  the  the  pelvis,  and  the  relative  form  of  the 

breech  presents;  having  learned  that  the  fcetai  skull,  —  had  officiously  interfered 

Clvis  is  malformed  or  small,  the  woman  with  the  child's  progress,  and  had  brought 
wing  been  some  hours  in  strong  labour;  the  chin  forcibly  against  the  promontonr 
perceiving  that  there  is  a  chance  of  her  of  the  sacrum,  or  behind  the  symphysis 
sinking  under  the  continued  struggles,  pubis.  Thus  the  very  means  wnich  had 
unless  she  is  assisted,~we  are  fully  war-  been  employed  to  effect  delivery  were  ex- 
lanted  in  offering  relief  by  the  means  actly  Uiose  that  retarded  the  birth ;  be- 
I  have  already  stated.  It  is  not,  indeed,  cause,  if  nature  had  been  allowed  to  expel 
neoessaiy  to  wait  until  the  os  uteri  isentirely  the  head  unaided,  she  would  have  directed 
dilated,  because  the  breech  may  be  ex-  the  face  to  one  side,  until  the  brim  was 
tracted  through  the  pelvic  brim  before  full  cleared,  and  afterwards  back  into  the  hoi. 
dilatation  has  taken  place,  provided  the  low  of  the  sacrum.  By  far  the  greater 
organ  be  soft  and  distensible.  It  is  our  number  of  such  difficulties,  indeed,  I  have 
duty,  in  all  instances,  to  endeavour  to  ex-  seen  occur  under  the  hands  of  females, 
tract  the  child  without  injury  to  its  per.  who,  not  sufficiently  informed  of  the  ana- 
son;  but  if  the  diminution  of  space  be  tomy  of  the  pelvis,  and  its  relative  propor- 
great,  we  can  scarcely  expect  that  it  will  tions,  considered  that  the  child  was  only  to 
pass  alive,  because  we  know  that  if  it  be  be  extracted  by  main  force;  and  unable  to 
at  the  full  time,  and  well  ossified,  we  shall  appreciatethevalueofthedifferentpositions 
be  obliged  to  evacuate  its  brain  before  the  requisite  for  its  easy  transit,  used  strong 
head  can  be  bom ;  nevertheless,  since  it  extractive  efforts  continuously  in  one  di- 
may  be  smaller  or  less  ossified  than  usual,  rection,  and  thus  produced  the  mischief  so 
we  must  be  most  careful  to  prevent  injury  cautiously  to  be  avoided.  In  the  generality 
to  its  limbs.  of  these  cases,  by  simply  inclining  the  face 
A  gentle  swaying  motion  from  side  to  to  one  side,  the  difficulty  has  vanished,  the 
side  will  facilitate  the  escape  of  the  head  has  descended,  and  almost  imme- 
body,  which  being  bom,  one  shoulder  diately  been  expelled.  The  turning  of 
must  be  turned  into  the  hollow  of  the  the  head  into  the  most  favourable  situa- 
sacram,  and  the  other  brought  underneath  tion  for  its  passage  through  the  brim  is 
the  pubes.    The  arms  must  be  extracted  one  of  the  most  important  points  in  the 
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management  of  a  breech  case,  but  it  is  of  hand  with  ease ;  they  mast  be  carried  up 

all  others,  perhaps,  the  most  frequently  against  the  skull,  to  the  projection  behind 

neglected.  that  ear  which  is  next  the  sacrum.    Along 

Smellie,  in  one  of  his  plates,  as  you  these  two  fingers  a  perforator  must   be 

may  obserre,   delineates  the  forceps  ap-  passed,     and     making    steady    pressure 

plied  over  each  side  of  the  child's  head,  against  the  part,  with  a  semi-rotatory  mo- 

when  it  has  been  brought   to   the  brim  tion  we  introduce  its  point  within   the 

in    this   improper  position,   and   recom.  skull  as  far  as  the  rests;  the  two  handles 

mends    that   the   necessary   turn   should  of  the  instrument  must  then  be  separated 

be  eifected  by   their  ogcncy.     I  cannot  by  an  assistant,  in  the  same  way  that  I 

think  the  application  of  the  instrument,  recommended  before,  and  a  crucial  inci- 

under    sucli    circumstances,    ever   neces-  sion  made,  if  practicable.    Having  made 

sary, — nor  indeed   could  it  be  easily  ac«  an  aperture  sufficiently  large  to  admit  the 

complished;— for  by  introducing  the  hnger  instrument  fully  within  the  cranium,  we 

into    the  child's  mouth,   depressing   the  break  down  the  brain  as  perfectly  as  pos. 

chin    upon   tlie  chest,    and   turning  the  sible,  and  commence  extraction.    We  sel- 

face  to  one  side,  we  shall  most  proba-  dom  require  to  use  an  extracting  instni- 

bly  accomplish  our  object;  unless,  indeed,  ment,    since  the   means    of   traction    is 

the  head  be  very  strongly  compressed  by  aflbrded  us  by  the  body  of  the  foetus  it- 

the  contracted  uterus — very  firmly  jammed  self;  but  if  it  should  be  requisite,  we  can 

by  previous  attempts  at  extraction — or  the  fix  the  crotchet  on  the  inner  surface  of  the 

pelvis  be  of  a  diminished  capacity.  bone,  and  a  very  firm  purchase  is  afforded 

If,  then,  we  have  placed  the  head  in  this  us,  bemuse  of  the  strength  of  the  cranium 

most  favourable  situation,  and  made  use  at  this  j)art.      It  may  possibly  slip,  or 

of  as  much  exertion  as  we  think  ourselves  break  away  from  its  bold,  when  another 

warranted  in  doing,  for  the  space  of  fif-  point  of  resistance  must  be  sought  for;  and 

teen  or  twenty  minutes,  without  the  ex<  in  our  efforts  we  must  be  most  assiduous 

])ected  success,  we  shall  be  compelled  to  in  guarding. the  extremity  of  the  instro- 

diminish  its  bulk  for  the  purpose  of  ac-  ment  by  our  finger,  to  prevent  laceration 

complishing  extraction;  and  theoperaticm  of  the  os  uteri  or  vagina.     If  possible,  let 

is  not  much  more  difficult  than  if  the  head  us  avoid  an  extracting  instrument;  but  if 

had  originally  presented.  any  be  required,  the  crotchet  appears  to  me 

The  same  deadly  instruments  are  re-  much  the  most  applicable, 

quired  for  perfecting  this  intention.    The  There  is^ertainly  more  difficulty  in  per- 

cranium  must  be  perforated,  and  the  brain  forating  the  skull  behind  the  ear,  than 

partially  evacuated;  but  we  do  not  feel  when  the  vertex  presents;  and  that  for 

so  much  compunction  in  having  recourse  three  reasons.    In  the  first  place,  the  va- 

to  this  measure  as  when  the  head  presents  gina  being  partly  occupied  by  the  neck, 

naturally,  because  the  child  must  be  dead  rather  impedes  our  movements.   Secondly, 

before  the  operation  can  be  required.     No  the  bones  at  the  base  of  the  sknll  arc 

person   would  think  of   perforating  the  thicker,   and  consequently  we  must  use 

skull  before  some  considerable  efforts  had  more  exertion  in  perforating  them  with  the 

been  made  to  extract  it  entire ;  and  under  point  of  the  instrument     And,  thirdly, 

those  efforts,  the  great  chance  is  that  the  the  point  of  the  instrument  is  more  liable 

pressure  on  the  funis  would  have  been  to  slip  to  one  side — to  run  up  between  the 

such  as  to  destroy  the  fcetal  life.    On  some  bone  and  the  scalp,  and  not  to  enter  the 

occasions  I  have  witnessed  the  gradual  skull  at  all.     Such  an  occurrence  is  easily 

death  of  the  infant  from  tills  cause,  while  known,   by 'the   facility   with    which    it 

I  was  unable  to  prevent  it,  or  advance  sue-  passes    up    to    the   rests,  and   the   very 

cour;  and  in  others  I  have  delayed  apply-  slight  resistance  which  is  remarked;  and 

ing  the  destructive  means  until  the  vital  also    by    examining    the    laceration    we 

spark  had  flown:  shrinking  from  being  have  made  by  our  finger,  after  the  with- 

myself  the  instrument  of  death,  but  choos.  drawal  of  the  instrument    If  we  find  no 

ing  rather, — however  sad  the  alternative, —  jagged  edge  of  bone,  it  is  merely  the  scalp 

to  wait  quietly  until  I  was  assured  the  that  is  punctured,  and  we  must  make  ano- 

heart's  last  pulse  had  throbbed.  ther  attempt,  by  turning  the  extremity  of 

Mode  of  petfarmine^  tJte  operation.— -The  the  instniment  a  little  more  in  the  direc- 

woman  lying  on  her  left  side,  an  assistant  tion  of  the  centre  of  the  cavity  of  the  skull, 

must  bring  the  child's  head  down  as  low  Sometimes,  indeed,  the  perforator  will  slip 

as  possible,  and  turn  the  neck  upwards,  in  the  same  manner  between  the  skull  and 

under  the  symphysis  pubis,  so  that  one  the  scalp,  when  applied  to  the  vertex  under 

acromion  is  towards  the  mons  venerhf  and  a  head  presentation ;  and  I  ought  to  have 

the  other  towards  the  fourehette.    An  un-  mentioned  this,  when  speaking  before  of 

occupied  space  at  the  back  part  of  the  the  operation  of  craniotomy,  as  one  of  the 

pelvis  is  thus  procured,  into  which  we  can  cmbarrassmentsweocc&sionallymeetwith; 

insinuate  two  or  three  fingers  of  the  left  but  this  mischance  is  not  so  likely  to  occur 
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when  the  head  presents,  as  in  the  case  now  passage  of  the  child's  breech,  body,  or 

under  consideration,  because  we  have  then  head,  let  us  remove  it,  provided  that  can 

a  better  opportunity  of  directing  the  point  be  done  without  danger  to  the  mother  j 

against  the  spot  most  dependent,  and  the  but  if  the  tumor  be  hard  and  immoveable, 

bones  at  the  upper  part  of  the  cranium  so  that  we  cannot  lessen  its  bulk,  and  fear 

not  being  so  resistant,  yield  more  readily.  to  dissect  it  away  from  its  attachments,  we 

If  yon   cast  only  a  cursory  glance  at  must    act  upon   the  common  principles 

some  of  the  pelves  on  the  table,  you  will  which  I  have  so  frequently  laia  down — 

immediately  suppose    that  it  would   be  wait  for  some  time,  in  the  hope  that  nature 

perfectly  impossible  for  the  breech  to  ])as8  may  overcome   the  impediment ;   and  if 

through  them,  even  when  diminished  to  she  fail,  traction  must  be  made  with  the 

the  utmost  extent  it  is  capable  of, — by  the  finger   or    blunt    hook    surrounding  the 

legs  having  been  first  extracted, — and  com-  groin,  and    the    case    managed    as   just 

pressed  into  as  small  a  space  as  the  semi,  directed, 

ossified  structures  would  allow.  Under  such  rigidity 

an  aggravated  state  of  disproportion,  one  of  the    os   uteri,  vagina,  and  perineum, 

alternative  alone  is  offered  us,^that  of  singly   or  combined,  may  occasion   diffi- 

performing  the  CsBsarean  section ;  and  the  culty,  as  we  have  noticed  when  speaking 

only  question  to  be  considered  is,  the  size  7>f  lingering  labour. 

of  the  pelvis  under  which  we  aie  war-  Under  this  complication,  the  os  uteri 
ranted  in  having  recourse  to  this  terrible  may  probably  be  relaxed  by  bleeding,  by 
expedient.  Somewhat  more  room,  then,  cncmata,  by  the  injection  of  warm  oil  or 
would  be  required  for  the  transmission  of  mucilaginous  fluids  into  the  vagina,  and 
the  body  and  shoulders,  under  a  breech  we  may  possibly  deem  it  necessary  to  ex- 
presentation,  than  when  the  head  offers  at  hibit  opium :  and  the  vagina  and  perineum 
the  brim;  and,  provided  the  conjugate  dia-  may  be  softened  perhaps  by  artificial 
meter  measures  less  than  oueinch  and  three  lubrication  and  external  fomentations, 
quarters,  I  should  think  myself  justified  in  Failing  in  these  means,  delivery  must  be 
proposing  the  abdominal  incision.  It  ccr-  resorted  to,  bv  measures  already,  I  trust, 
tainly  never  occurred  to  myself  to  meet  sufficiently  explained. 
with  a  case  in  which  the  breech  would  not 

pass  by  the  use  of  the  means  before  re-  "ead  left  in  ltero. 

commended :  such  instances,  however,  are  In  the  ages  of  rude  surgery  it  has  not 

on  record,  and  might  happen  to  any  of  us.  nnfrequently  occurred  that  the  head  has 

Even  should  we  succeed,  after  mucli  excr-  been  sei)araled  at  the  neck  by  violent  and 

tion,in  extracting  the  body  and  shoulders  of  ill-directcd  efforts,  and  left  in  u ten »  after 

the  child  through  a  pelvis  less  than  the  di-  the  extraction  of  the  rest  of  the  body;  but 

mansions  Ihave  just  notired,still  it  appears  to  meet  with  such  a  case  is  now  rare.   The 

to  me  that  the  head,  in  this  position,  would  only    instance    in    which    this    accident 

require  considerably  more  space,  after  per-  came    under    my    own    treatment    hap- 

foration  was  effected,  than  when  the  vertex  pened  in   the  practice  of  a  midwife  at- 

Cresented;  and  on  this  account  also  I  should  tached  to  a  charity  of  which  I  have  tlic 

e  inclined  not  to  attempt  delivery  per  charge.    The  child  was  putrid,  and  she 

viat  naturaUSf  nnless  there  existed  nearly  had  been  attempting  to  extract  it  with- 

one  inch  and  three  quarters.  out    reference    to    the   propriety    of  its 

position.     When  I  arrived,  X  found  the 

pelvic  tumors.  chin  hitched  upon  the  sacral  promontory, 

Other  causes  than  distortion  of  tlie  pel-  the  vertebra)  entirely  separated,  and  tlie 

vis  may  occasion  a  want  of  the  necessary  cranium  attached  to  tlie  body  by  a  very 

space  for  the  passage  of  the  breech :  thus,  small  portion  of  integument.    Tnere  was 

tumors  may  have  formed  in  the  pelvis,  a  tumor  in  the  pelvis,  which  possessed  the 

such  as  I  have  before  mentioned^exostosis,  characteristics  of  an  enlarged  ovaiy.     Not 

diseased  ovaries,  scirrhous  and  suppurating  desirous  of  encountering  these  difficulties 

glands, polypi, and  some  others;  and  there  alone,  I  reouested  my  father's  assistance, 

are  no  specific  rules  which  we  can  apply  who  promptly  attended.  Having  introduced 

to  breech  presentations,  under  these  devia-  his  hand  into  the  uterus,  he  changed  the 

lions  and  difficulties,  that  are  not  applica-  position  of  the  head,  so  that  the  crown 

blealsoto  cases  in  which  the  head  pre-  came  to  the  jKilvie  brim,  and  perforated  it  at 

acnts.    Our   indications    are  exactly   the  the  sagittal  suture,  while  I  steadied  the 

same:  we  save  the  child  if  we  can,  but  uterine  tumor  externally.    We  had  then 

not  at  the  expense  either  of  the  mother's  little  trouble  in  extraction ;  and  this  me- 

lifc  or  of  extensive  injuries  to  her  person.  thod  appears  to  me  the  most  likely  to  sue- 

If  the  tumor  possess  distinct  fluctuation,  ceed  of  any  which  has  been  practised: 

whether  it  be  a  suppurating  gland  or  en-  but  under  such  anomalous  cases  no  rule 

larged  ovary,  let  us  puncture  it.     If  there  ran    be    laid    down    for    universal,    and 

be  a  jwlypus  in  the  jielvis,  impelling  the  scarcely  for    general  guidance.      I    once 
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heard  a  highly-ievered  and  mnch.lamented  some  dead  body  (if  possible  by  any  meana 

physician,  lately  deceased,  state  in  a  pub-  such  a  body  could  be  procured.)*' 

fie  medical  meeting,  that  in  the  early  part  I  have  Tentored  so  far  to  deriate  from 

of  his  practice  it  had  come  within  his  the  intentions  of  our  benefactor,  as  to  oon- 

knowle^e,  that  a  patient  had  been  sent  fine  my  obserrations  to  a  part  of  the  hu- 

from  Dublin  to  London,  for  the  purpose  of  man  body,  and  that  part  one  of  .the  most 

having  the  head  of  a  child  extracted  from  important,  in  health  and  disease,  of  all  the 

the  uterus,  which— together  with  the  pla-  rarious  components  of  the  whole— I  mean 

centa— had  been  left  in  that  cavity  after  the  blood,  which,  as  John  Hunter  said, 

the  body  had  been  drawn  away ;  and  he  **  is  more  expressive  of  disease  than  any 

instanced  the  fact  as  a  proof  of  the  vio-  other  part  of  the  animal  economy*." 

lence  which    the  womb  will  sometimes  But  here,  sir,  I  must  claim  some  indnl- 

bear  with  impunity.     Our  brethren    in  gence  from  yourself  and  mv  audience,  that 

Dublin  in  the  present  day  are  too  well  these  lectures  are  not  illustiated  by  so 

acquainted  both  with  the  mechanism  of  manv  original  facts  and  experiments  as  I 

parturition  under  its  infinite  varieties,  and  could  have  desired,  on  the  ground  that  I 

with  the  appropriate  application  of  artifi-  have,  firom  unavoidable  circumstances,  un- 

cial  assistance,  to  commit  such  a  blunder  dertaken  these  lectures  at  a  much  shorter 

as  leave  a  head  in  utero;  and  a  great  deal  •  notice  than  is  usually  given  to  those  ap. 

tod  much  good  sense  to  send  the  patient  pointed  to  deliver  them, 

to  our  metropolis  for  relief,  if  such  a  case  Before  I  enter  upon  the  practical  part 

should  come  under  their  observation.  of  my  subject,  I  wish  to  take  a  short  sur- 

yey  of  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  humoral  pa. 

thology  in  England.     I  shall  state  the 

causes  which  threw  the  consideration  of 

the  state  of  the  blood  and  other  animal 

PHYSIOLOGICAL  AND   PATHOLOGICAL  f^^^^  j^  diseases,  into  neglect,  and  the 

OBSERVATIONS  reasons  why  pathologists  of  late  years 

on  TBB  ^*v®  ^  exdusivelT  considered  the  solids  of 

the  body  to  be  the  seats  of  diseases.    I 

BLOOD    AND    URINE.  shall  endeavour  to  bring  before  you  some 

^         ,    ^  .      .      ^  J.        -^    , ,.     reasons  for  advocating  a  more  careful  con- 

Being  the  Gulstonwn  Leetura  for  1834,  dsii-    gjderation  of  the  state  of  the  blood  and 


vered  at  thi  Rcyal  College  rf Phyneiant,  other  animal  fluids,  in  diseases,  founded 

upon  ^e  changes  produced  in  the  blood 

Br  Gbo.  Burrows,  M.D.  and  secretions  byyarions  internal  reme- 

Fellow  of  Caias  CoUefe,  Cunbiidffc.  dies,  and  upon  some  recent  observations 

.which  lead  pathologists  to  suppose  that 

the  blood  itself  is  capable  of  undergoing 

Lecture  L — Shtteh  of  the  rite  and  fall  ef  the  great  morbid  changes,  and,  under  some 

humoral  pathology  in  England — Ir^eetiont  peculiar  circumstances,  of  being  converted 

into  the  veint  by  Sir  Christopher  Wren —  into  the  most  malignant  structures  which 

Hobert  BoyWs  experiments  on  fresh-draten  infest  the  human  body. 

blood  with  acids  and  saltS'^Boerhaave*s  opi-  After  many  ages  of  darkness,  during 

nions  on  the  use  of  aOtaliw  and  non-purgative  which  almost  the  whole  of  ancient  litera- 

salts-^Hutham's  saline  plan  rf  treatment  of  ture  had  perished,  learning  again  revived 

malignant  fevers — CuUenU  attack  on  the  hu-  in  the  fifteenth  century.    The  physicians 

moral  pathology  strengthened  by  the  eontem-  of  that  period  almost  exclusively  turned 

poraneous  improoemenU  in  morbid  anatomy —  their  attention    to   the  works  of  Galen. 

Advance  of  animal  ehemittryslnee  the  time  rf  Linacre  and  Cains,  two  of  the  brightest 

CuUen — Attention    ef   the   medical  public  ornaments  of  our  College  during  the  six* 

called  to  the  pathology  of  the  blood,  by  the  teenth  centniT,  translated  the  works  of 

tpork  <f  Dr,   Stevens — Coincidence  of  the  this  oelebratea  physician  from  their  origi- 

statements  of  Boyle,    Fracassati,   Hwham,  nal  Gnek,  into   Latin,  and  thus  made 

Holler,  Pringle,  and  Hewson,  with  the  opi-  them  accessible  to  the  great  body  of  £ng- 

nions  of  Dr,  Stevens — Action  of  mitwral  and  lish  physicians. 

vegetable  acids,  of  alkalies,  alkaline,  andneU'  It  is  well  known  that  the  explanations 

tral  salts,  on  fresh-drawn  venoue  blood,  eihi-  Galen  attempted  to  give  of  tne  pheno- 

bited  by  experiments.  mena  of  health  and  disease,  rested  entirely 

^  upon  the  state  of  the  fluidji  of  the  body; 

^'*>  and  during  the  sixteenth,  and  first  half  of 

Dr.  Theodore  Gulston,  to  whom  this  the  seventeenth  century,  physicians  were 

College  is  indebted  for  the  endowment  of  almost  wholly  employedf  in  explaining  and 

the  lectureship  I  have  this  year  the  honour  confirming  the  humoral  pathology. 

to  hold,  directed  in  his  will  that  these  Ice-   

tures  should  be  pathological,  and  "  upon  •  Hunur  oa  tht  Blood,  p.  77. 


DR.  BURROWS  ON  THE  BLOOD  AND  URINE.  503 

The  discovery  of  the  circulation  of  the  ments  of  these  writers,  and  aflbrding  one 

blood  by  our  immortal  countryman  and  among    many    other   proofs    that    it    is 

honoured  colleague,  William  Harvey,  to-  through  the  blood,  as  a  vehicle,  that  nume- 

wards  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  cen-  rous  remedial  agents  taken  into  the  sto- 

tury  (exactly  at  the  time  when  Dr.  Gul-  mach  act  upon  distant  organs, 
ston  founded  this   lectureship),  directc^d        Emboldened  by  these  successful  efforts 

men's  minds  more  forcibly  to  the  humoral  to   introduce  remedies  directly  into  the 

pathology — to  the  importance  of  the  blood  system.  Dr.  Edmund  King  ventured  to  try 

iM)th  as  a  cause  of  health  and  disease — and  the  effects  of  the  transfusion  of  blood  from 

likewise  to  the  facilities  the  circulation  of  animal  to  animal ;  and  this  he  accom. 

the  blood  afforded  to  the  introduction  of  plished  without  inconvenience  to  either 

remedies  into  the  animal  body,  through  animal. 

the  medium  of  the  vessels  of  tne  circula-        In  conjunction  with  the  celebrated  ana- 

tion.    Thus  we  find  as  early  as  the  year  tomist,  Dr.  Lower*,  he  proceeded,  at  Ox- 

1659,    that   Christopher  Wren,   SavUian  ford,  to  transfuse  the  blood  of  animals  into 

Professor  at  Oxford,  proposed  to  the  Hon.  men,  and  the  most  extravagant  expecta- 

Robert  Boyle  to  inject  substances  into  the  tions  were  formed  of  this  method  of  infus- 

veins  of  dogs.    In  1665  he  read  a  paper  to  ing  health  and  vigour  ihto  the  diseased 

the  Royal  Society — **  An  Account  of  the  and  decrepid.     Humoral  pathology  was 

Rise  and  Attempts  of  a  Way  to  convey  now  at  its  meridian  height,  but  was  soon 

IJquors  immediately  into  the  Mass  of  the  to  receive  a  fatal  blow  from  the  rashness 

Blood*.*'    In  this  paper  he  states  that,  by  with  which  transfusion  was  practised  in 

means  of  quills  attached  to  bladders,  he  Paris.    The  most  frightful  and  fatal  con- 

Jiyected  solutions  of  opium  and  crocus  sequences  ensued  upon  the  transfusion  of 

metallomm  into  the  veins  of  dogs;  and  laige  quantities  of  blood  fh>m  animals  into 

be  adds,  "  the  opium  being  circulated  into  men,  and  the  government  of  France  for- 

the  brain,  did  within  a  short  time  stupify,  bade  the  further  employment  of  such  dan- 

thoogh  not  kill,  the  dog ;  but  a  large  dose  gerous  means  of  treating  diseases ;   and 

of  crocus  metallomm  made  another  dog  from  similar  accidents  the  practice  soon 

vomit  up  life  and  all."  fell  into  disuse  in  our  own  country. 

These  experiments  are  detailed  more  at        In  the  hands  of  modem  practitioners, 

length  in  Mr.  Boyle's  ^  Usefiilness  of  Ex.  with  improved  apparatus  and  due  caution, 

penmental  Philosophy"  TPart  II.  Essay  ii  the  transfusion  of  blood  from  person  to 

p.  53),  and,   through  tiie   Philosophiod  person  has  been  practised  with  success ; 

TlmnMCtions,  soon  excited  the  attention  of  and  no  doubt  in  extreme  cases  it  is  a  pow. 

continental  physiologists.  Fracassati,  Pro-  erful  and  valuable  remedy, 
feasor  of  Anatomy  at  Pisa,  soon   after-        But  previous  to  these  experiments  of  the' 

wards  injected  into  the  crural  and  jugular  injection  of  remedies  into  the  veins,  and  of 

reins  of  dogs  different  liquids.    He  statesf  the  transfusion  of  blood  from  animal  to 

that,    1st,    diluted    a<juafortis,    injected,  animal,  and  from  man  to  man,  the  Hon. 

caused  death  veiy  ouickly,  and  the  blood  Robert  Boyle  f  had  made  some  experi- 

was    found   coagulated   throughout    the  ments  upon  the  human  blood,  when  fresh 

large  vessels.— 2d,  Diluted  sulphuric  acid,  drawn  from  the  veins,  which  appear  to  me 

when  injected,  did  not  kill  so  quickly ;  to  contain  the  germs  of  much  which  has 

but   after  death   the   blood  was   found  recently  been  advanced  as  new,  of  the  ef- 

coagulated,    and    dark    as     soot  —  3d,  fects  of  various  acids  and  salts  on  the 

When   "  oil   of  tartar  {"  was   injected,  blood.     **  I  had   formerly  made,"  (Dec. 

death  ensued ;  but  the  spectators  found,  to  1664),  says  Boyle,  "  an  odd  experiment 

their  surprise,  that  the  blood  was  not  upon  blood  yet  warn  as  it  came  from  the 

curdled,  but,  on  the  contrary,  "  more  thin  animal,  viz.  that  by  putting  into  it  a  little 

and  florid  than  ordinary;  which  seems  to  aquafortis,  oil  of  vitriol,  or  spirit  of  salt, 

hint,"  he  adds,  <*  that  a  too  great  fluidity  the  blood  would  not  only  instanUy  lose  its 

of  the  blood,  as  well  as  its  coagulation,  pure  colour,  and  become  of  a  cUrty  one, 

may  cause  d^th."  but  in  a  trice  be  also  coagulated ;  whereas 

Dr.  Fabritius,  of  Dantzig,  and  many  if  some  fine  urinous  spirit,  abounding  in 

other  experimentalists,  now  commenced  volatile  salt,  such  as  tne  spirit  of  sal  am- 

the  injection  of  purgative  and  other  medi-  moniac,  were  mingled  with  warm  bloody 

cines  into  the  veins,  and  observed  the  usual  it  would  not  only  not  curdle  it,  or  iuibase 

effects  of  the  remedies  upon  various  organs  its  colour,  but  moke  it  look  rather  more 

precisely  the  same  as  when  taken  into  the  florid  than  before,  and  both  keep  it  fluid 

stomach.     Subsequent  experiments  have  and  preserve  it  firom  putrefaction  for  a  long 

been  made,   fully  confirming  the  state-  time." 


•  Phil.  Trent,  vol.  i.  p  128. 

t  Ibid,  1667,  p.  480.  •  Phil.  Tram.  1666,  p.  8d9. 

t  PotMSce  su&CBrbonM.  t  Ibid»  1667,  p.  HI* 
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Allowing  for  the  imperfect  state  of  che-  Utiles  sales.*'    And  again,  ''  Materies  in 
mical  science  in  the  time  of  Boyle,  it  ap-  loco  nimis  tenax  mohuis  et  meabilis  red. 
pears  to  me  that  he  has  here  announced  ditur,  (1)  per  dilaentia,  (2)  p^r  $alina  rani. 
the  facts,  that  acids  blacken  and  coagulate  ventia  similiter  apposit^  ut  nitmm,  sal 
the  blood,  while  saline  fluids,  on  the  con-  pninellsB,  sal  polycnrestus*,  sal  marinus, 
trarv,  render  it  more  florid,  and  keep  it  M/ei  regetantium  tutulatorum,  tata  alcalim^ 
fluid.  &c. ;  so  that  in  malignant  fevers,  where 
The  transcendant  discoyeries  of  Newton  the  blood  is  found  thick  like  pitch,  as  it  is 
in  natural  philosophy,  at  the  close  of  th'e  in  the  epidemic  cholera,  and  the  fevers  de- 
seventeenth  century,  turned  the  attention  scribed  by  Dr.  Stevens  as  occurring  under 
of  all  inquirers  into  the  phenomena  of  na-  his  observation  in  the  West  Indies,  Boer- 
ture,  from  physiology  to  physics ;  and  we  haave  would  have  employed  the  muriate  of 
find  the  physiologists  of  this  period  almost  soda,  nitrate  of  potash,  and  other  non-pur- 
entirely  engaged  in  applying  the  laws  of  gative  salts,  which  have  been  so  strongly 
motion  established  by  that  great  genius  recommended  by  that  physician  in  his  late, 
to  the  calculation  of  the  velocity  of  the  work  on  the  Blood, 
blood,  of  the  force  of  the  heart,  and  other       The  humoral  pathology  of  Boerhaave 
mechanical  problems.  appears  to  have  maintained  an  undisputed 
Pathologists,  however,   still  explained  sway  in  the    University  of   Edinburgh^ 
the  phenomena  of  disease  on  the  principles  and  through  the  professors  of  that  school, 
of  the  humoral  pathology.    The  physi-  in  the  minds  of  the  great  body  of  physi- 
cians from  all  parts  of  Europe  crowded  to  clans  in  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies, 
hear  the  lectures  of  the  celebrated  Boer-  up  to  the  time  of  .CuUen.    We  find  the 
haave,  at  Levden ;  and  from  him  imbibed  best  practical  writers  of  that  date  still  ad- 
the   humoral  doctrines.      Haller  carried  vocating  these  doctrines,  and  among  others 
these  with  him  to  Gottingen,  Linnseus  to  Huxham.     This  author,  in  his   treatise 
Upsal ;  and  many  of  the  Scotch  professors  ''  On  the  Ulcerous  Sore  Throat  of  1752,'* 
disseminated  the  same  opinions  in  Edin-  states  that  that  epidemic  f  '*  was  undoubt- 
burgh,  and  other  universities  of  Scotland,  edly  a  fever  of  the  malignant  pestilential 
Boerhaave  frequently  employed  the  suppo-  kind,  in  which  the  blood  became  highly 
sition  of  an  acrimony,  or  alkalescence,  of  acrimonious,  dissolved,  and  putrescent;" 
the  animal  fluids,  to  explain  the  pheno-  and   that  J   *'  he  found  the  blood  florid 
mena  of  disease ;  and  although  his  doc.  truly,  but  so  soft  and  loose  that  you  might 
trines   on  this    subject    may   be  said  to  cut  it  with  a  feather,  giving  ofi*  little  or  no 
have  been  hypothetical,  because  chcmistir  serum,  but  having  exactly  such  an  ap- 
could,  in  his  time,  give  no  correct  analysis  pearahce  as  when  spirits   of  hartshorn 
of  animal  secretions,  still  he  frequently  is  poured  to  the  blood,  just  as  it  runs 
made  the  most  judicious  use*  of  acids  and  from  the  vein,  and  which  prevents  its  na- 
alkalies,  to  correct  the  supposed  opposite  turel  coagulation."    In  the  beginning  of 
states  of  the  blood ;  and  in  the  treatment  such  malignant  fevers,  Huxham  §  **  often 
of  ardent  and  malignant  fevers,  he  ex-  met  with  a  huffy,  sizy  appearance  of  the 
pressly  directs  the  use  of  various  neutral  blood ;  and  yet,  blood  drawn  two  or  tlirec 
salts.  days  after  from  the  very  same  persons  hath 
Boerhaave,  in  the  "  Institutiones  Medi-  been  quite  loose,  dissolved,  and  sanious  as 
ca?,"    and    chapter  "  Humorum  Morbi,"  it  were."    He  goes  on  then  to  the  subject 
writes  thus: —  of  the    treatment,   warning    his   readers 
"  (730)  Et  sunt  sane  hi  morbi  maximi  ''  that  when  there  is  just  reason  to  fear 
quidem  momenti  in  scienti^mcdic^,  et  in-  a    contagious   malignity  in  a  fever,   wo 
tellcctus  eorum  basis  certe  optima^  patho-  should  proceed  with  the  utmost  caution  as 
logias :  intelligi  tamen  vix  queunt,  nisi ac-  to  repeated  bleeding:  it  will  be  found  that 
curatissimi    obscrvatione    suorum    effec-  the  pulse  and  strength  sink  surprisingly 
tuum  quos  in  corporibus  segris  prsestant.  after  the  second  and  third  bleeding." 

**  (731)  Si  autem  spectaveris  humores        ^n  such  malignant  fevers,  with  an  al- 

totos  simul,  deprehendes   morbos  eorum  tercd  state  of  the  blood,  Huxham  informs 

pr<Tcipuos  esse,  vel  nimiam  flaiditatem,  Qs  that  he  ||  immediately  put  his  patient 

vel  nimiam  tenacltatem,  tum  excedentem  on  a  saline  plan  of  treatment.     He  em- 

horum  motum  per  vasa,  aut  quictem  eo-  ployed  a  mixture  of  the  salt  of  worm- 

rundem  nimiam,"  &c.  woodsy,  or  volatile  salt  of  hartshorn,  and 

And  in  another  part  of  the  same  chapter  juice  of  lemon  and  nitre;  and,  lastly,  his 

he  writes,  «  Spissitudo  autem  si  peccat,  famous  tincture  of  Cinchona  bark. 

exigit  attcnnationem:  haec  procuratur  per ^ 

solida  resolventia,  ut  sunt  alcalini  fixi,  vo-  •  Solphate  of  potub,  and  sulphuret  of  potosb* 
, _«.«_  ^  ^'B«  42» 

•  .   1.     .      .  J    ^  ..  *  ^"B*  **• 

•  Aphorliml  de  Cognoscendla  et  CnrandU  Mor-  |  Haxluun  on  8orc  Throat,  p.  M. 
bU,  HermannI  Boerhaave.    Cap.  Uorbl  ez  Alka-  I  Ibid.  p.  40. 

lino  SponUaeo.    AphorismI  8:?,  86, 88.  f  Subcarb.  Potaisa  j  Sobcarb.  AmmoDiii. 
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From  these  qootations,  I  think  it  ap-  of  Portal ;    the  "  Moibid   ADatomv  "  of 

parent  that  the  theory,— that  maligfnant  Baillie,  were  studied  and  justly  aamired 

fercrs  arise  from  an  altered  condition  of  in  e^ery  medical  school  of  Europe.    That 

the  blood,  and  that  the  appropriate  treat-  philosophical  and  most  captivatinff  work, 

ment  is  by  the  non-purgative  nentral  salts,  the    <*  Anatomie    Gen^rale,"   of  Bicbat, 

is  due  to  Uuxham,  and  that  modem  wri-  with  its  pathological  doctrines  founded  on 

ters  on  this  subject  have  not  giyen  him  the  properties  of  the  various  tissues  of  the 

credit  for  his  theory,  or  else  have  been  hody,  decided  the  opinion  of  the  medical 

ignorant  of  his  writings.  public  in  favour  of  the  solidists. 

The  doctrines  of  E^rhaave,  Huxham,  During  the  last  fifty  years,  the  causes  of 

and  other  humoral  pathologists  of  the  last  diseases  have  been  looked  for  in  the  altera- 

centuiy,  met  with  a  most  powerful  and  tions  of  the  structure  and  other  physical 

successful    opponent    in    CuUen.      This  properties  of  the  solids.    The  scalpel,  tlie 

great  man,  whose  theories  so  long  reigned  injecting    syringe,  and    the   microscope, 

triumphant  in  many  of  the  schools  of  Eu-  have  all  been  employed  with  astonishing 

rope,  was  himself  educated  in  the  doctrines  success  in  unfolding  to  the  eye  of  the  ana- 

of  Boerhaave.    In  the  preface  to  the  Prac-  tomist    the    structure   of  morbid   parts, 

tice  of  Physic,   published  by  Cullen  in  Vast  collections  of  morbid  anatomy  have 

1783,  he  has  put  forth  his  reasons  for  been  made  in  this  and  other  countries, 

abandoning,  the    humoral    pathology    of  Perhaps  there  is  scarcely  any  kind  of  mor- 

Boerhaave,  and  of  following  up  the  theo-  bid  structure  that  ever  occurred  in  the 

ries  of  Hoffman,  professor  in  the  University  human  body,  of  which  some  specimen  may 

of  Halle,  upon  the  **  spasmus''  and  '<  ato-  not  be  found  as  a  preparation  in  some  mu- 

nia"  of  the  solids.  scum  of  Europe. 

Cullen  adopted  an  opinion  of  Hoffmanns,  The  pathology  of  the  fluids  has  been  al- 
as the  ground. work  of  his  Pathology,  the  most  neglected  during  this  period;  and 
very  reverse  of  that  maintained  in  the  while  every  form  of  diseased  structure  is 
Aphorisms  of  Boerhaave.  He  thus  quotes  shown  bv  preparations,  models,  and  draw- 
Hoffman's  words: — *<  Hinc  universa  pa-  ings,  to  the  student  of  medicine,  the  healthy 
thologia  longe  rectius  atque  facilius  ex  and  morbid  conditions  of  the  blood  and 
vUio  motuum  microcosmicorum  in  tolidis,  quam  animal  fluids  are  very  slightly  awelt  upon. 
ex  variis  affeetumibut  vitiotorum  humorutn,  de-  I  trust  that  these  observations  will  not 
duci  atque  explicari  posbit,  adeoaue  omnis  he  misconstrued  into  any  thing  like  a  con- 
gencris  a;gritudines  intemsB,  aa  pneter-  tempt  for  the  services  rendex«d  to  patho- 
naturales  generis  ncrvosi  affectiones  sint  logy  by  the  morbid  anatomist.  I  am  far 
refercnde*."  from  entertaining  such  an  opinion.    Mor- 

This  sentence  contains  the  key-stone  to  bid  anatomy  is  the  right  hand  of  patho- 
the  whole  fabric  built  up  by  Cullen,  and  logy ;  animal  chemistry  is  the  left.  All 
so  ably  supported  by  him  in  his  writings  I  mean  is,  that  the  right  hand  has  been 
and  lectures ;  but  he  could  not  refrain  employed  to  the  exclusion  of  the  left,  and 
from  confessing  «  that  the  fluids  of  the  those  parts  of  the  work  which  are  most  un- 
fa uman  body  suffer  various  morbid  changes,  finished  must  be  accomplished  by  the 
and  that  upon  these  diseases  may  primarily  agency  of  this  left  hand, 
depend ;  yet  I  must  beg  leave  to  maintain,"  CuUcn,  having  exposed  the  errors  of  the 
he  adds, "  that  the  nature  of  these  changes  humoral  pathologists,  it  was  natural  that 
is  seldom  understood,  and  more  seldom  he  and  his  scholars  should  pass  into  the 
still  is  it  known  when  they  have  taken  opposite  extreme,  and  overlook  altogether 
place:  our  reasonings  concerning  them  the  morbid  conditions  of  which  the  animal 
nave  been  purely  hypothetical,  have  there-  fluids,  either  as  the  effects  or  the  causes  of 
fore  contributed  nothing  to  improve,  and  disease,  are  undoubtedly  sometimes  the 
have  often  misled  the  practice  of  physic:  seat.  I  must  here  profess  my  entire  con- 
they  have  withdrawn  our  attention  from  currence  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  Dr. 
the  motions  of  the  animal  system,  upon  the  Watson,  in  the  Lumleian  Lectures  of 
state  of  which  the  phenomena  of  disease  1832,  and  by  Dr.  Roupell,  in  the  Croonian 
do  more  cerUinly  and  generally  depend.'*  of  the  same  year,—**  That  it  is  to  a  more 

Tliis  attack  of  OuUen  on  the  pathology  exact  acquaintance  with  the  chemical 
of  the  blood  and  other  animal  fluids  acci-  changes,  to  which  the  animal  fluids  are 
dentally  derived  additional  force  from  tlie  subject  in  disease,  that  we  are  chiefly 
great  advances  made  by  morbid  anatomy  to  look  for  the  future  advancement  of 
during  the  latter  half  of  the  last  century,  physic  as  a  science." 
The  splendid  work  of  Morgagni,  "  De  Cullen  admiU  that  Boerhaave  gave  a 
Sedibus  et  Causis ;"  the  "  Scpulch return"  Q>ore  correct  account  of  the  acid  ana  alka- 
of  Uonctus ;  the  **  Anatomie  M^dicale"  line  states  of  the  animal  fluids  than  any 
that  had  been  given  before ;  but,  after  all, 

•  BledlciBS  Balionalit  Systematica,  torn.  HI.  i^aj,  ^o    had  d«me   it    very   inipcrfecUy. 

cliap.  4.  We    have,   indeed,    smce    Boerhaave's 
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time/'  says  Callen,  *'  acquired  more  know-  We  must  not  pass  over  the  Taluable  ser- 

ledge  upon  the  subject  of  digestion,  and  vices  rendered  to  animal  chemistry  in  the 

so  much  as  to  know  that  a  great  deal  seriesof  experiments  of  Dr.  Wilson  Philip, 

more  is  yet  necessary  to  enable  us  to  un-  on   the    function    of  digestion,   proving 

derstand   in    what  manner   the    animal  that  galvanism  possesses  a  power  capable 

fluids    are    formed    from   the   aliments  of  stimulating  the  stomach  to  go  through 

taken  in."       ^  the  digestive  process,  as  well  as  nervous 

It  appears,  then,  that  the  pathology  of  energy  itself,  and  of  artificially  supplying 

the  fluids   was  thrown  into   neglect  by  the  one  power  when  experience  tells  us  the 

CuUen,  on  account  of  the  then  imperfect  other  is  deficient. 

state  of  animal   chemistry,  and  of  our  Those  who  are  familiar  with  the  works 

knowledge  of  the  digestive  Amotion.    But  of  Orfila,    Christison,  and  other  distin- 

if  we  turn  our  attention  to  the  powers  guished  toxioologists,  must  be  aware  that 

of  analysis,  put  into  our  hands  by  Sir  the  pathology  of  the  blood,  and  other  ani. 

Humphry  Davy,  in  the  adaptation  of  gal-  mal  fluids,  is  daily  increasing  in  interest, 

vanism  to  the  decomposition  of  so  many  and  that  some  of  our  most  energetic  me- 

bodies  hitherto  reffarded  as  simple ;  if  we  dicines,  as  well  as  some  of  the  most  dele- 

Iteruse  the  valuable  and  instructive  papers  terlous  poisons,  are  now  discovered,  by  a 

of  Berzelius  on  various  parts  of  animal  careful  analysis,  to  have  passed  from  the 

chemistry;  if  we  regard  the  labours  of  stomach  into  the  vital  current,  and  are, 

Maroet,  Wollaston,  Prout,  and  Bostock,  at  one  and  the  same  moment,  exerting 

we  cannot  hesitate  to  admit  that  animal  their  influence  upon  every  particle  of  our 

chemistnr  has  made  giant  strides  since  the  bodies, 

time  of  Cullen.  In  analysis,  chemistry  is  daily  rendering 

Perhaps  we  are  more  deeply  indebted  to  the  most  valuable  assistance  to  the  physio- 

Dr.  Prout  than  to  any  other  of  the  above-  logist  and  pathologist ;  but,  in  synthesis, 

mentioned  contributors  to  this  branch  of  her  efforts  have  been  crowned  with  very 

science,  on  account  of  the  practical  utility  slight  success.    The  only  step  made  upon 

of  his  researches :  he  has  enabled  us  to  the  road  of  synthetical  animal  chemistry 

make  accurate  analyses  of  the  nrine  in  is  that  pointed  out  by  that  distinguished 

health  and  disease,  and  following  out  and  and  talented  individual  Dr.  Faraday,  in 

amplifying  the  views  put  forth  by  Sir  Gil-  the  formation  of  oxamide  or  oxalamide, 

bert  Blane%   has   prescribed   admirable  from  the  distillation  of  oxalate  of  am. 

rules  for  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  monia  in  water, 

urinary  organs.  In  this  process  it  would  appear  that  the 

This  application  of  chemistry  to  the  ultimate  elements  of  oxalate  of  ammonia, 

investigation  and  treatment  of  some  of  the  (oxygen,  hydrogen,  carbon,  and  nitrogen), 

most  painful  diseases,  must  be  regarded  as  are  set  at  liberty,  and  that  they  combine 

a  very  signal  triumph  for   that  science,  in  new  proportions  with  the  elements  of 

and  holds  out  great  encouragement  to  per-  water  (oxygen  and  hydrogen),  and  tiius 

severe  in  the  same  path  of  inquiry.  this  new  compound  is  formed. 

Cullen's  second  objection  to  humoral  Tills  oxalamide  is  insoluble  in  water, 

pathology,  that  "  a  great  deal  more  is  and  its  ultimate  component  elements  arc 

yet  necessary  to  enable  us  to  understand  ^ery  analogous  to  those  of  animal  matter: 

the  subject  of  digestion,    and  in  what  it  is,  I  believe,  the  first  instance  of  the 

manner  the  animal  fluids  are  formed  from  laboratory  of  the   chemist  producing   a 

the  aliments  taken  in,"  is  very  much  di-  body  at  all  resembling  in  its  composition 

minished  in  force  by  the  inquiries  and  the  organized  substances  found  in  nature, 

reasoning  of  the  same  ingenious  philo-  Here  we  have,  perhaps,  one  little  step 

sopherf .    His  views  upon  the  subject  of  on  this  difficult  road  of  synthetical  che- 

digestion,  made  known  to  the  public  from  mistiy  of  organized  matter;  but  unfor- 

this  chair,  and  since  then  more  fully  deve-  tunately,  where  the  path  seems  most  invit- 

loped   by  him  in  his  Chapters   on    the  ing,  there  have  chemists  hitherto  made  no 

C&emistry  of  Organization,  of  the  Bridge-  progress. 

water  Treatise,  seem  to  promise  a  deeper  The  composition  of  lignin,  starch,  sugar, 

insight  into  this  important  function  than  and  gum,  is  well  understood,  and  the  dif- 

any  others  that  have  been  offered  to  phy-  ference  in  the  components  of  these  vege> 

siologists.    His  theory,  at  least,  offers  a  table  substances  is  very  trifling,  still  we 

probable  explanation  of  the  manner  in  caimot  produce,  artificially,  sugar,  nor  any 

which  our  food  may  be  reduced  to  a  state  other  organic  compound,  by  directly  oom- 

in  which  it  may  enter  the  lacteal  vessels.  bining  their  elements,—**  Because,"  as 

____.^_______^^^____________  Dr.  Prout  has  most  justly  observed,  **  we 

•  SIrGUbert  Blane  on  do.e«  of  Ciubonte  of  mZu\^'^^^  !^^f  !^f  ^^^^^^  P^- 

Pou.h.  Select  Dlwertailonn.  IMTMSTch:  f?»ely  in  the  requisite  states  and  propor- 

Trans.  1811.                          '^  tions;  still  there  is  no  doubt  that  if  the 

t  Dr.  Prout  elements  could  be  so  brought  together,  the 
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compound  thence  resulting  would  be  the  but   likewise  of  causing   the   results  of 

same  as  the  natural  compound;  for  the  their  combination  or  agency-  to  be  alto, 

or^^ic  agent  (or,  I  would  say,  the  vital  gether  different  from  those  that  are  pro- 

pnnciple)  does  not  change  the  properties  duced    under  precisely    similar    circum- 

of  the  elements,  but  simply  combines  them  stances  by  inorganic  agency, 

in  modes  which  we  cannot  imitate*.''  The  recent  work  of  Dr.  Stevens  on  the 

Thus,  then,  it  aopears  we  are  able  to  Blood  recalled  the  attention  of  patholo- 

convert  one  vegetable  product  into  another  gists  to  the  effects  of  various  substances, 

by  artificial  processes, — for  example,  lignin  particularly  of  acids,  alkalies,  and  neutral 

into  starch,  and  starch  into  sugar,  and  this  salts,  upon  the  blood,  when  mixed  with 

again  into  vinegar,  and  finally  this  last  that  fluid  out  of  the  body,  and  when  ad. 

may  be  resolved  into  its  ultimate  elements,  ministered   as  remedies    by    the  mouth, 

oxygen,  hydrogen,  and  carbon;    but  we  From  the  manner  in  which  these  iacts 

cannot  retrace  our  steps  in  the  present  were  received  by  the  medical  public,  and 

state  of  chemical  science,— we  cannot  as-  from  the  reviews  of  Dr.  Stevens's  work  in 

cend  the  scale, — we  cannot  reproduce  our  the  various  periodical  jonmiUs,  it  would 

sugar,  nor  the  starch,  nor  the  woody  fibre,  appear  that  the  experiments  and  opinions 

It  is,  indeed,  at  present  very  surprising  of  numerous  writers,  from    the  time  of 

that  bodies  such  as  lignin,  starch,  sugar,  Boyle  up  to  that  of  Hewson,  had  been  for- 

and  gum,  which  appear  -to  resemble  each  gotten. 

other  so  closely  in  their  composition,  should  For  the  ingenious  theory  of  the  prodnc- 

nevertheless  offer  to  our  eyes  such  widely,  tion  of  animal  heat  at  every  part  of  the 

different  external  characters.  bodv,   from  the  generation    of  carbonic 

Dr.  Prout,  who  has  more  profoundly  acia  gas  in  the  capillaries,  physiologists 

examined  this  apparent  chemical  anomaly  are  deeply  indebted  to  Dr.  Stevens;    and, 

than  any  other  philosopher,  believes  that  as  far  as  I  know,  the  credit  of  this  dis. 

differences  in  sensible  properties  are  pro.  covery,  and  of  the  extiaordinarv  attrac. 

duced  or   modified   by  those   incidental  tion  of  oxygen  for  carbonic  acid  gas,  are 

sabstances  which  enter  in    very  minute  both  his  own. 

quantities  into    the  composition  of  or-  But  with  respect  to  the  effects  of  various 

ganized  matter.  substances  on  the  blood  out  of  the  body,  and 

'^  Incidental  substances,"  says  Dr.  Prout,  when  used  as  remedial  agents  internally,  I 

^  existing  in  organized  bodies,  have  hither,  shall  briefly  draw  your  attention  to  the  ex- 

to  been  considered  as  foreign ;  but  we  can-  periments  and  opinions  of  many  vrriters 

not  subscribe  to  that  notion.    We  may  long  previous  to  our  own  times,  who  have 

now  observe,  that  thev  seem  to  us  to  con-  made  known  to  us  the  very  same  facts, 

tribute  chiefly  towards  the  production  of  Boyle  *»  appears  to  have  been  the  first 

those  striking  differences  observed  among  who  added  liquid  acids  to  fresh-drawn 

bodies  having  the  same  essential  'compo.  blood,  and  found  that  they  destroved  its 

sition,  and  which  diversity  at  first  sight  natural  colour,  turning  it  to  a  darkish 

appears  so  mysterious  f ."  sooty  tint,  and  causing  it  to  coagulate. 

I  shall  again  advert  to  these  incidental  Fracassati,  of  Pisa,  apparently  stimulat- 

bodies,  in  speaking  of  the  effects  of  minute  ed  by  these  experiments  of  Boyle's,  which 

doses  of  certain  remedies  upon  the  animal  had  been  made  known  to  the  scientific 

economy.  world  of  Europe  through  the  Philosophical 

Are  we  to  despair  that  chemistrv  will  Transactions,  commenced  the  injection  of 

ever    be  able  to  prove  synthetically  the  the  mineral  acids,  diluted  with  water,  into 

composition  oi  the  products  of  organiza-  the  veins  of  dogs.    He  found  that  death 

tion  ?    I  think  not     Aristotle  could  not  ensued,  and  that  the  blood  in  the  veins 

have  conjectured  that  the  composition  of  and  in    the  right  side   of  the  heart  was 

water  would  be  demonstrated  analytically  converted  into  a  blackish  coagulam.  Bo^le 

and  synthetically  with  so  much  reason  as  alsomixed  a  quantity  of  sal  ammoniac  with 

we  anticipate   that  the  day  will  come  blood,  and  found  it  had  the  very  reverse 

when  chemistry  shall  be  able  to  offer  the  effects   of  the  acids,  rendering   it  more 

same  proofs  of  the  composition  of  the  dif.  florid  and  fluid. 

ferent  vegetable  products,  and  perhaps  of  Fracassati  also  injected  a  solution  of 

some  animal  substances  aJso.  subcaibonate  of  potash  into  the  veins  of 

Physiologists  at  one  time  shrunk  back  dog^,  which  caused  their  death;   and  he 

from  this  and  similar  inquiries  into  or-  states,  that' the  blood  was  not  curdled,  as 

ganized  matter,  fh>m  a  general  conviction  by  the  injection  of  adds, "  but,  on  the  con- 

that  organic  agents  (the  vital  principle)  trary,  it  was  more  thin  and  florid  than 

have  the  power  not  only  of  changing  the  ordinary." 

inherent  and  peculiar  properties  of  bodies,  Huxham,  in  several  parts  of  his  trea- 
tise  on  the  ulcerous  sore-throat,  discusses. 

•  Bridgewater  TreatiM»  Cbcmlatrj  of  Organl-  ^_^______^__^_____^.._____^___ 

sation,  p.  418. 


t  Ibl 


,  p.  436.  *  Philosophical  Traosactlonsi  1067. 


508 


DR.  BURROWS  ON  THE  BLOOD  AND  URINE. 


the  effects  of  alkaline  salts  mixed  with  the 
blood  out  of  the  body. 

In  treating  of  the  use  of  the  volatile 
alkaline  salts,  he  writes  thus  • : — **  Vola- 
tile alkaline  salts  promote  the  acrimony 
and  dissolution  of  the  blood  in  an  eminent 
degree:  when  mixed  with  the  blood, 
whilst  actaally  under  the  power  of  the 
circulation  and  the  vis  ritse,  they  certainly 
hasten  its  dissolution  and  consequent 
putrefaction ;  even  mixed  with  the  blood 
out  of  the  body,  or  rather  as  it  runs  from 
the  vein,  they  ouite  destroy  the  texture  of 
the  blood  globules,  nearly  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  the  poison  of  the  viper."  And  he 
adds, "  the  blood  of  the  most  robust  (nay, 
even  the  most  bufiy  blood  of  horses),  thus 
managed,  never  concretes,  as  usual,  into  a 
solid  crassamentum,  or  throws  off*  the 
serum,  but  remains  ever  after  a  loose  dis- 
solved gore  or  sanies.'' 

Huxnam  then  goes  on  to  explain,  that 
an  excessive  internal  use  of  these  volatile 
alkaline  salts  is  capable  of  inducing  a 
diseased  state  of  the  blood,  similar  to  that 
above  described,  from  the  mixture  of  these 
salts  with  the  blood  out  of  the  body.  To 
these  facts  I  will  hereafter  advert  very 
shortly. 

Sir  John  Pringle  was  also  aware  of 
these  effects  of  the  alkaline  salts  on  the 
blood,  and  states  in  his  treatise  f  on  the 
diseases  of  the  army,  **  that  the  alkaline 
salts  prevent  the  coagulation  of  the  blood ; 
and  when  taken  by  way  of  medicine,  per- 
haps thin  and  resolve  it." 

Albert  Haller,  upon  this, 'as  upon  every 
other  part  of  physiology,  evinces  a  most 
perfect  knowledge  of  all  that  has  been 
done  by  previous  inquirers  into  this  sub- 
ject; ana  he  has  likewise  added  some 
experiments  of  his  own. 

Ilaller  thus  writes  f  El.  Phvs.  Lib.  5,  s.  2) 
of  the  effects  of  alkalies  and  alkaline  salts 
mixed  with  the  blood : — (26.)  **  Spiritus  cor- 
nu  cervi  quidem  sanguinem  nigriorem  red- 
didit, coagula  etiam  nubeculosa  et  mem- 
branosa,  non  multis  horis  duratura,  exci- 
taviL"  He  does  not,  however,  appear  to 
have  tried  the  effects  of  the  liquor  potassse 
mixed  with  the  blood  fresh  drawn  from 
the  body,  but  proceeded  to  ascertain  the 
effects  of  a  fixed  alkaline  salt,  potassro 
subcarb.  '*  Oleum  tartari  per  deli- 
qnium,"  says  Haller,  ''et  sanguini  et 
grumo  rubicundum  elegantem  colorem 
conciliavit,  non  tamen  supra  24  boras 
snperfuturum." 

Haller  thus  writes  in  general  terms  of 
the  effects  of  the  sales  medii,  or  neutral 
Falls,  mixed  with  fresh-drawn  blood : — 

"  Ergo  primo  ea  communis  salium 
mediorum  et  lixiviosorum  natura  est,  nt 


•  P.  54  ,  Huxbam.  Ike. 
t  Appendix,  p.  847. 


fluidum  plenimque  sanguinem  reddant, 
aut  liquidum  conservent ;  colorem  vero 
rubrum  aut  firment  aut  omnino  angeant." 

He  instances  nitre,  as  possessing  this 
power  in  an  eminent  degree,  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms :  —  *'  Admisto  enim  nitro, 
laminse  equidem  cruoris  floridissime  ru- 
bentes  nascnntur."  "  Alii  sales  medii,"  he 
adds,  '*  utcumque  similia  faciunt.  Sal 
marinus  cum  sanguine  commistus  flori- 
dum  colorem  facit,  cseterum  coagulatio- 
nem  neqne  valde  proroovet  neque  impedit 
nisi  motus  accesserit.  Sal  E])somensis 
sanguinem  floridiorcm  reddit  fluidumque 
globulorumoue  distinctionem  conservat." 

Haller  likewise  describes  most  accu- 
rately the  changes  produced  in  the  blood, 
both  by  the  admixtura  of  mineral  acids 
with  it  out  of  the  body,  and  when  injected 
into  the  veins. 

Weak  solutions  of  these  mineral  acids, 
he  states  *,  cause  coagulation  of  the  blood, 
and  change  it  into  a  dark  green  colour. 

**  Meraciores  iidem  spiritus  utiqnc  totum 
cum  sero  sanguinem  cogunt  nigrumque 
reddunt.  Spiritus  salis  sanguinem  coa- 
gulat,  coloremque  ad  atrum  tendentem 
inducit."  He  then  describes  similar  effects 
from  the  use  of  nitric  and  sulphuric  acids. 
Haller  likewise  repeated  the  experiments 
of  Fracassati  on  dogs,  and  informs  us, 
that, "  in  venas  injectus  spiritus  salis  necat 
et  in  lis  animalibus  quas  enecuit,  sanguis 
per  totam  venarum  seriem  ad  cor  cusque  in 
grumos  coactus  reperitur.  Etiam  aqua 
regia  injecta  occidit." 

He  likewise  injected  nitric  acid  and 
sulphuric  acid  into  the  veins  of  animals, 
ana  fouikd  that  they  produced  death,  and 
that  the  blood  throughout  the  veins,  as 
far  as  the  heart  and  the  lungs,  was  full  of 
coagula.  I  have  recently  witnessed  the 
experiment  of  the  injection  of  diluted 
nitric  acid  (3ss.  in  5J.)  into  the  veins  of  a 
dog,  by  my  friend  Dr.  Roupell,  and  the 
appearances  were  exactly  those  described 
by  Haller. 

In  the  year  1770,  Hewson  published,  in 
the  Philosophical  Transactions,  a  valuable 
paper,  relating  numerous  experiments  on 
the  coagulating  power  of  the  blood  under 
various  circumstances,  and  upon  the  nature 
of  the  buffy  coat  which  sometimes  appears 
on  its  surface.  It  was  the  opinion  of 
Hewsonf ,  that "  the  air  in  the  lungs  was 
the  immediate  cause  of  the  change  of 
colour  of  the  blood  there;  but  how  it 
effects  it,  is  not  yet  determined.  It  hap- 
pens in  blood-letting,"  observes  Hewson, 
''that  the  blood  is  first  blackish,  bnt 
afterwards  comes  out  florid :  in  these 
cases,  the  arterial  blood  passes  into  the 
veins  without  undergoing  that  change 
which  is  natural  to  it." 


•  Mb.  . '•,8.2  (26.) 

t  Phil.  Tram.  1770,  p.  »». 
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Hewson  adds  this  obserration — **  Some  power  these  acids  possess  of  causing^  the 

or  the  neutral  salts  have  a  similar  effect  coagulation  of  all  albuminous  fluids :   the 

on  the  colour  of  the  blood  that  air  has,  fibrin    of  the    blood  coagulates  sponta- 

particularly  nitre.     This  is  far  from  be-  neously,  but  the  albumen  does  not.   This 

inir  the  only  neutral  salt  which  has  this  latter  is  coagulated  by  heat.    By  the  a  i- 

effect  on  the  blood ;  almost  all  the  neutral  dition  of  a  mineral  acid,  the  immediate 

i<alts  have  the  same :  thev  also  prevent  its  coagulation    of   both    is    effected.      The 

coagulation  when  mixed  with   the  blood  darkness  of  colour  caused  by  these  acids 

just  received  from  a  vein."  arises    partly  from  causes  explained  by 

Dr.   Stevens    has  in  his  work  argued  Mr.  Brande  *,  and  probably  from  the  dc- 

with  a  great  appearance  of  probability^  composition  of  the  carbonates  in  the  blood, 

that  it  is  the  oxvgen    of  the   air  taken  Their  carbonic  acid  is  set  free,  and  has 

into  the  lungs  wliich  deprives  the  blood  the  power  of  darkening  the  colour  of  the 

of  its  carbonic  acid,  and  thus  restores  it  blood. 

to  the  vermilion  tint  on  the  one  hand;  Thus  the  whole  effect  is  accomplished; 

and  that  the  change  of  colour   in  the  every  particle  of  colouring  matter  is  thus 

capillary  system  from  a  bright  scarlet  to  darkened,  and  remains  permanently  asso- 

a  Alodena  red,  is  owing  to  the  disengage-  ciated  with  each  coagulated  globule  of  the 

ment  of  carbonic  acid  there ;  and  conse.  venous  blood. 

quently  there  is  an  augmentation  of  tem-  (2.)  The  action  of  the  alkalies  is  to  re> 

perature  and  generation  of  animal  heat  in  tain  the  venous  blood  in  a  fluid  state,  and 

every  part  of  the  animal  economy.  at  the  same  time   to  darken  its  colour. 

Dr.    Stevens    has  also   proved    a  still  The  permanent  fluidity  of  the  blood,  when 

greater    power   of  these  salts  upon   the  mixed  witb    alkaline   solutions,  depends 

colour  of  the  blood :   that  the  air  alone,  upon  the  great  power  the  alkalies  possess 

without  their  presence,  is  incapable  of  giv.  of   retaining  albumen  in  solution  under 

ing  the  blood  the  bright  arterial  tint,  as  the  most  unfavourable  circumstances.  They 

may  be  proved  by  immersing   a  clot  of  have  a  similar  power  over  the  fibrin.     In- 

blood  in  distilled  water;  it  becomes  quite  deed,  fibrin  and  albumen  are  only  modifi. 

dark ;  but  upon  removing  it  into  a  saline  cations  of  the  same  principle,    i'o  make 

solution,  the  bright  scarlet  tint  is  imme-  use  of  the  language  of  Dr.  Prout,  albu. 

diately  regained  •.  men    is    the  weaker  of  the  two.      The 

fluidity  of  the  blood  is  thus  permanently 

I  feel  that  some  apology  is  necessary  a<5complished  by  the  addition  of  an  alka- 

for  having  occupied  so  large  a  portion  of  line  solution. 

this  lecture  in  quotations  from  well-known  It  is  not  so  easy  to  account  for  the 

authors ;   but  considering  that  the  paper  darkened  colour  of  the  blood  by  the  addi- 

which  first  called  the  attention  of  the  me-  tion  of  an  alkaline  fluid.     When  diluted 

dlcaJ  public  to  the  effects  of  acids,  alkalies,  liquor  potassae  is  first  added  to  the  venous 

and  neutral   salts,  upon   the   blood,  was  blood,  the  colour  is  very  little  altered;  but 

read  within  the  walls  of  this  College,  and  ujwn   standing  exposed  to    the    air,    it 

that  neither  at  that  time  nor  since,  as  far  darkens,  and  ultimately  assumes  almost 

as  I  am  aware,  has  any  reference  been  the  dark  green  tint  of  concentrated  bile, 

made   to    the  various  authors  who   had  Some  French  chemists  were  induced,  by 

preriously  tried  the  same  experiments,  and  this  resemblance  in  colour,  to  attempt  to 

advanced  similar  opinions,  1  have  thought  convert  the  venous  blood  of  the  portal  sys- 

this  a  favourable  opportunity  of  recalling  tem  into  Wle.    I  need  hardly  say  they 

our  attention  to  the  subject,  and  of  pay-  failed.    Perhaps  the  gradual  darkening  of 

ing  a  just  tribute  to  those  whose  labours  colour  may  be  partly  owing  to  the  strong 

had  apparently  been  forgotten.  appetite  of  liquor  potassae  for  carbonic 

I  will  now  proceed  to  support  the  accu-  acid,  which  it  obtains  gradually  from  the 

racy  of  the  experiments  of  Boyle,  Hux-  atmosphere,  and  perhaps  also  from  other 

ham,  Haller, and  Hewson,by  putting  before  sources. 

you  quantities  offresh-drawn  venous  blood,  A  diluted  solution  of  ammonia  renders 

which,  while  fluid,  were  mixed  with  (1)  the  venous  blood  permanently  fluid,  for  the 

mineral  acids,  (2)  alkalies,  (3)  carbonates,  same  reason  as  I  have  given  for  the  action 

(4)  muriates  and  nitrates,  (5)  sulphates,  ^^  liquor  potassse;  but  the  colour  of  the 

(6)  vegetable  acids.  blood  is  by  no  means  so  much  darkened. 

(I.)  The  mineral  acids,  diluted  and  ^  and  4.— Of  the  salts,  when  mixed 
mixed  with  fresh-drawn  venous  blood,  with  portions  of  fresh-drawn  venous  blood, 
cause  it  to  coagulate  and  darken  its  colour.  I  ™*y  s^y  that  those  which  have  the  power 
How  are  these  two  effects  produced  ?  The  pf  rendering  albumen  permanently  soluble 
coagulation  is  in  consequence  of  the  great  ^n  water,  also  cause  the  blood  to  remain 
more  perfectly  in  a  fluid  state :  thus  the 

•Paper  of  Dr.  Stevens  j  Coll.  PliynlcUns,  May, 

'*^*  •  PhlloaopWcHl  Tranaactlona,  1813, 
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carbonates  render  the  blood  permanently  of  the  oonrersion  of  one  «iihnal  snbstanoe 

fluid.  into  another,  an|M^  stronger  and  weaker 

The  subcarbonate  of  |K>tash  not  onlj  animal  prio<^e8, 1  adopt  the  language  of 

renders  the  albuminous  portion  of  blood  the  great  philosopher  of  modem  animal 

permanently  soluble,  but  it  also  retains  cbemlstry^  Dr.  Prout. 
the  colouring  matter  in  solution ;  which        The  gelatinous  mass,  produced  by  the 

few  of  the  neutral  salts  will  do.    Haller  admixture  of  a  saturated  solution  of  tarta* 

stated  that  subcarbonate  of  potash,  mixed  ric  acid  with  a  portion  of  fresh-drawn 

with  Tcnous  blood,  ^  elegantem  rubicun-  venous  blood  (about  3j.  acid  to  Jj.  blood), 

dum  colorem  concilia?it,  non  tamen  supra  in  its  external  physiod  characters  exactly 

24  boras  superfuturum.**     This  statement  resembles  g:elatine.    If  a  portion  of  it  be 

is  accurate ;  the  bright  colour  is  eyanescent.  carefully  boiled  in  distilled  water,  it  is  en- 

The  muriates  and  nitrates  in    solution,  tirely  soluble.    If  the  albuminous  portion 

mixed  with  venous  blood,  change  the  co-  of  the  blood,  before  it  had  been  reduced^by 

lour  to  a  bright  vermilion  tint,  and  impede  its  union  with  a  vegetable  principle,  had 

the  coagulation  of  the  fibrin ;  but  not  so  been  subjected  to  the  heat  of  boiling  water, 

perfectly  as  the  alkalies  and  carbonates  in  permanent  coagulation  of  the    lubnmen 

solution.  would  have  taken  place.    This  gelatinons 

5.  The  sulphate  of  soda  in  solution,  mass  abo  moulders  in  a  manner  exactly 
added  to  a  portion  of  fresh-drawn  venous  similar  to  that  which  appears  on  the  snr- 
blood,  converts  the  colour  to  a  bright  scar-  fiice  of  gelatine. 

let,  and  retards  the  formation  of  the  coa-        If  a  solution  of  tartaric  acid  be  added  to 

gulum.    But  my  experiments  with  this  a  portion  of  highly  albuminous  urine,  and 

salt  on  venous  blood,  lead  me  to  believe  this  be  subjected  to  heat,  no  coagulation 

that  it  only  retards,  and  does  not  entirely  of  albumen  takes  place;  but  the  urine 

prevent,  its  coagulation.    In  confirmation  appears  to  be  converted  into  a  gelatinous 

of  this  statement,  I  shew  vou  this  quan-  fluid — a  pellicle  forms  on  the  surface,  as  it 

tity  (JBs.)  of  venous  blood,    which  was  does  on  a  weak  solution  of  glue.    The  tar. 

poured  upon  f.  3j.  of  solution  (3j.  salt,  taric  acid,  in  this  instance,  seems  to  exert 

%j.  water)  of  sulph.  sodae,  about  twenty,  a  similar  power  over  the  albumen  in  the 

iour  hours  since.    An  elegant  little  coagu.  urine  that  it  does  over  the  albuminous 

lum  now  floats  in  the  artificial  serum  of  principles  of  the  blood.    In  both  cases  it 

sulphate  of  soda.  unites  with  the  albumen,  and  converts  it 

This  exception  confirms  the  explanation  into  a  weaker  animal  principle — gelatine. 

I  have  g^ven  of  the  reasons  why  acids  cause  Such  are  the  eflfects  of  minenl  and  vege. 

coagulation,  and  alkalies  the  permanent  table  acids — of  alkalies,  alkaline  and  neu- 

fluidity,  of  the  blood.  If  the  same  solution  tral  salts —when  mixed  with  fresh-drawn 

of  sulphate  of  soda  be  added  to  an  albumi-  venous  blood. 

nous  fluid  as  to  the  highly  albuminous        When  acid  and  alkaline  solutions  are 

urine  of  dropsy,  it  will  not  prevent  the  injected  into  the  veins  of  animals,  it  would 

coagulation  of  the  albumen  upon  the  ap-  appear,  from  the  experiments  of  Fracassati, 

plication  of  heat;  whereas  the  alkalies  and  Haller,  and  Orfila,  that  their  effects  upon 

alkaline  salts  in  solution,  when  added  to  the  blood  are  very  similar  to  what  takes 

albuminous  fluids,  prevent  the  ordinary  place  out  of  the  body.    If  these  solutions 

coagulation  which  takes  place  on  the  ap-  he  sufficiently  concentrated  to  disorganize 

plication  of  heat    Of  this  property  of  the  the  blood,  death  immediately  ensues.   The 

alkaline  salts  I  shall  speak  more  at  lai^.  injection  of  various  neutral  salts,  of  soda 

6.  The  vegetable  acids,  and  especially  and  potash  in  solution,  into  the  veins  of 
the  tartaric,  when  added  to  a  portion  of  man,  has  of  late  years  been  tried  to  a  great 
fresh-drawn  venous  blood,  darken  its  extent  Those  who  saw  cases  of  diolera 
colour,  and  convert  it  into  a  permanently  of  the  very  worst  description,  treated  by 
shining  elastic  solid.  The  blood  so  acted  saline  injections,  must  nave  been  asto- 
upon  exactly  resembles  a  mass  of  jelly,  nished  at  the  immediate  effects  *. 

The  dark  colour,  I    presume,   is  partly        Patients  who  were  lying  pulseless,  al- 

caused  by  the  nascent  carbonic  acid,  set  free  most  speechless,  deadly  cold,  with  a  livid 

from  the  decomposition  of  the  carbonates  countenance,  and  a  shrivelled  flabby  skin, 

by  tartaric  acia,  and  remains  combined  would,  in  the  course  of  a  few  minutes,  pre> 

with  each  coagulated  globule.      Of  the  sent  a  good  pulse,  a  general  warmth,  respi- 

other  changes  I  speak  with  reserve,  and  ration  more  natunu,  a  full  florid  cheek, 

trust  that  my  opinions  may  be  corrected  and  an  open  lively  eye.    There  could  be 

by  others  more  competent    '  no  doubt  that  the  saline  fluid  had  changed 

It  is  my  belief  that  the  action  of  the  the  dark  stagnant  blood,  for  a  time,  into 

vegetable  acid  (tartaric)  upon  the  animal  a  florid  stimulating  fluid.    Unfortunately, 

matter  of  the  blood  (fibrin  and  albumen),  these  good  efi*ects  were  rarely  permanent ; 

is  to  unite  with  them  in  some  new  propor-  

tions,  and  to  convert  them  into  a  weaker       .  e.n^.  i»t.«*t^..  i..  »«.«i...    .^i-.  j  •    *v 
.»:m»f   ^.:...;^i^         i  .•  t  ,.  •  Saline  I njecUom  In  cnoleni,  relaied  in  the 

animal  principle— ^e/al we.      In  speaking  Medical  Gasette,  June  and  July,  18S2. 


RESULTS   OF  A 


RESULTS  OF  EXPERIMENTS  IN  REVACCINATION.  6U 

the  benefit  only  lasted  as  long  as  the  in-  In  Rust's  Magazine  (band  39,  st.  3,) 
jection  more  than  counterbalanced  the  loss  may  be  found  a  statement,  entitleci 
offluid  by  dejections;  and  sometimes,  in-  <«  Collection  of  the  reported  results  of 
deed,  the  fatal  catastrophe  was  accelerated  Revaccinatine  the  Prussian  Army,"  to- 
by sudden  effusion  of  serum  into  the  ven-  ^^^^^  ^^j,  ^  circular  from  the  Chief  of 
tndes  of  the  brain.                            ^  ^i,  Ae  MiliUry  Medical  Staff  of  that  army, 

pr^^^Sr^in^^^^^^^  ?^^T"'  ^;^e  physicians  and  surgeo  J; 

culation  Tery  large  quantities  of  remedial  in  charge  of  troops  directinjr  them  to 
agents,  and  that  in  this  instance,  as  in  collect  carefully  all  facts  bearing  on  the 
many  others,  the  effects  of  remedies  Intro-  Q"^**^"  ^^  revacctnation,  and  to  renort 
dnced  direcUy  into  the  blood,  were  nearly  the  same  annually,  at  the  end  of  Febru- 
the  same  as  if  they  had  gained  admission  ary,  to  the  Royal  Military  Council, 
into  the  vital  current  indirectly,  through  This  circular  is  dated  March  15,  1833. 
the  stomach  and  absorbent  system.  In   the   London  Medical  Gazette  of 

Saturday,  March  1, 1834,  (vol.  13,  p.  842,) 
will  be  found  a  detailed  statement  of  the 
principal  results  of  these  experiments  in 
three  corps  of  the  Prussian  army,  viz. 
SERIES  OF  EXPERIMENTS  IN  the  3rd,  5th,  and  8th  corps.  They  aro 
REVACCINATION,  as  follows:— 

Performed  >n  the  Bayal  Army  nf  Wirtemberg.    ^^^^^^^^   ^^   grfurt  in    1831,   2354 

CoNDSMBD  BY  Dii.  OioiioB  GBioosr,         exhiUted  vesicles,  amongp  which  more 
raoH  A  MiMom,  than  l-8th  proTed  to  be  of  the  true  vac- 

Br  D«.  Heim,  of  Liowiosbcbo*.  «>«>«  character.    In  the  following  year, 

3942  men  of  the  same  corps  were  revac- 
cinated,  of  whom  1594  exhibited  effects, 

The  repeated  insUnces  in  which  small-  wmewhat  more  than  l-8th  being  the 

pox  of  an  unequivocal  character  (some-  ,f  I'**?"*'..^                  .     r  ..u^. 

times  severe  and  even  fatal,  but  oaener  ?»  »^«  ^  ""T"*'.^"'  "^  ^  '^- 

mild  and  singularly  modified,)  has  sue-  "a^"""'*^  persons,  25M  were  affected, 

ceeded  to  vacSnaUon,  have  excited  in  a  ^\^  »  '*«  proportion  ofnormal  cases. 

veiT  remarkable  manner  the  attention  .  .1"  *«  *"•  «wp».  2784  men  were 

of  the  great  miliUry  governments  of  *»^Jf^  JS»'*Tu '"?*i"S' J''""'''  S^'' 

German^.    Two  of  iem,  Pruuia  and  f^'^  °»  *^-   .■^'»"*  ^-^  P^'^^  *<► 

Wirtemierg,  have  availed  themselves  of  •^.."*  *™*  vaccine, 

the  admirable  opportunitiea  which  the  "The  accounts  from  other  divisions 

numbers  and  diiipline  of  their  armies  "^  *«  .^'^•*"  f™y  ''*^  "?*  7**  '^" 


afford,  to  institute  a  seriesi 
by  which  the  protective  p< 

nation  misfht   be  determined,  without  ..      .     ..       .  -n  r    .             ■     ,,• 

risk  to  theliealth  of  the  troops,  or  to  the  »*»  ««loptwn  at  Erfurt  not  one  soldier  or 

•eeurity  of  the  popuUtion  among  whom  recruit  became  affected,  though  in  close 

they  were  residlsnt.    These  experimento  «•"*•«*  with  manjr_  very  violent  cases  of 

appeartohavefirstcommencedintheyear  natural  smaJl-pox.                      ... 

iteD.and  the  first  results  were  such  m  to  ,  P^-  ^""v?*^  Ludwipburg,  physician 
induce  both  a  continuation  and  an  exten-  ^  the  late  Queen  of  Wirtemberg,  has 
•ion  of  the  plan.  During  the  yeare  1831,  been  ofcmUy  nominated  by  the  govern- 
1832,and  ifeb,  the  practice  of  revaccina'  '»«°'  "f  *.*'  onmjy,  to  superintend  the 
tioningreatmassesoftroopshasbeencar-  S?;*"'""*""*,?/  the  Wirtemberg  army, 
ried  to  an  immense  extent,  and  the  sys-  Th«  ™""J'»  "'^ '•"«««  *^«>»  ("'"«''  "Pi;*" 
tern  is  still  in  full  efficacy.  It  has  b^n  *»  •»«»«  been  made  with  a  very  perfect 
thought  that  a  brief  abstract  of  the  prin-  knowledge  of  the  subject,  and  with  a 
cipaf  results  of  these  very  extended  closeness  of  observaUou  worthj  of  the 
trfals,  in  so  far  as  they  have  yet  reached  iiff""*.'  •dmiration.)  are  contained  in  a 
ns,  might  be  useful,  by  directing  the  at-  M*"""""  n"":  **'^  "P""  '"'«  ""*'  '^^'^} 
teition  of  the  profisfon  in  this  country  ".a  translation  from  the  Geiman,  made 
to  a  subject  as  yet  but  little  cultivated.  ,'»•»''  "  "»«=''  knowledp  of  the  English 
* l^ language  as  Ludwigsburg  afforded,  m 

•  B«.d  .t  lb«  CUne  of  Phy.lcl«..  Jan.  M.  *^.  """'f'  "f  ^"'  '*»*:      '*•  '*°8*' 

UM.  and  the  total  absence  of  any  arrange- 
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ment  of  its  parts,  preclude  the  possibility  were    above    or    under   the  ag^s  now 

of  adapting  it,  hy  any  change  of  Ian-  specified. 

giiagc,  to  the  purposes  of  these  meet-        Of  the  677  men  reTaccinated,  as  above 

mgs.    Many  of  the  statements,  however,  stated,  with  the  best  success,  293  (more 

arc  important,  (especially  when  viewed  than   one-half)   had  perfect   cicatrices, 

in  conjunction  witn  the  Prussian  expe-  On  the  other  hand,  out  of  the  740  revac- 

riraents  already  adverted  to,)  and  some  ciuated  withotit  effect,  222  had  imperfect 

of  them  have  toe  rare  merit  of  novelty.  scars,  and  136  retained  no  mark  what- 

The  following^  is  a  condensed  summary  ever  of  their  first  but  effective  vaccina- 

of  the  principal  statistical  and  patholo-  tion. 

gical  facts  scattered  through  Dr.  Heim's  Table    No.   II.  presents  a   general 

long  and  laborious  Memoir: —  summary  of  the  results  of  the  revacciua- 

tion  of  the  RecrtiUs  of  the  Royal  Army 

Prior  to  the  year  1829,  it  was  the  of  Wirtemberg,  from  1829  to  1833,  of 

custom  of  the    vVirtemberg  service  to  which  the  following  appear  to  be  the 

vaccinate  all  recruits  who  had  neither  most  important : — 
undergone  Hnall-pox    nor  been  Tawi-        -jotal  numbers  upon  whom  the  ope- 
natediiiearlr  hfe     A  vano  ous  epide-  „ti„„    „f  ^vaMinaUon  was  pier- 

uiic,  which  shewed  itself  at   Stutj^ard  r^^^^A  Aiu\t* 

•    1  ortrt  •       I  *i.    •         '  c       ^  •  lormea 4802 

m  1829,  occasioned  the  issue  or  a  minis-  . 

terial  order,  dated  March  26, 1829,  di- 
recting that  henceforward  all  recruits  Of  them  there  were  rcvaccinated— 
should  be  subjected  to  vaccination  who        With  normal  or  perfect  success     1208 
could  not  show  satisfactory  cicatricet        With    modified    or    imperfect 

either  of  small -pox  or  of  the   vaccine.  success 956 

In  the  autumn  of  1832,  small-nox  broke        With  success,  but  in  a  degree 

out  in  the  garrison  town  of  Ulm;  and,  not  accurately  specified  .     .      914 

again,   a   third    epidemic    occurred   at        Without  success 1724 

Ludwigsburg  in  1833.     These  repeated  

visitations  of  small-pox  in  the  Wirtem-  Total  .  .  .  4802 
berg  territories  occasioned  the  issue  of  ano- 
ther order,dated  Feb.  7, 1833,directingin-  If  we  deduct  from  the  total  number 
discriminate  revaccination  of  all  recruits,  rcvaccinated  4802,  those  in  whom  the 
without  reference  to  vaccine  cicatrices,  success,  though  perhaps  in  the  plurality 
Directions  were  further  given  for  revac-  normal,  is  yet  not  pointed  out  with  pre- 
cinating  every  individual  of  the  two  cision  (914),  the  proportion  oi  those  re- 
garrisons  of  Ulm  and  Ludwigsburg,  of  vaccinated  with  good  success  is  30  per 
whatever  age  or  standing  in  the  army—  cent — of  those  with  modified  or  partial 
those  being  the  towns  in  which  the  success,  24  per  cent— of  those  without 
variolous  epidemic  had  displayed  itself  result,  46  per  cent, 
in  the  greatest  force.                                         The  same  table .  presents  us  with  a 

The  general  results  of  these  very  ex-  series  of  data  from  which  the  value  of 

tended  trials  are  given  by  Dr.  Heim  in  the  cicatrix,  as  a  test  of  constitutional 

the  form  of  tables,  copies  of  which  are  safctv,  may  be  iuferred. 
submitted  to  the  meeting.  Of  4111  persons  rcvaccinated^  2193 

Table  No.  I.  gives  a  general  survey  had  normal  cicatrices.     In  2390  cases 

of  the  success  attending  the  revaccination  the  operation  produced  a  certain  degree 

of  the  entire  garrison  of  Ludwigsburg  of  effect.    One-half  passed  tlirough  the 

during  the  summer  of  1833.    The  gam-  second   vaccination   in   a  normal  man- 

son  consisted  of  a  regiment  of  artillery,  ner;    the  other  half  imperfectly,  and 

a  regiment  of  infantry,  and  two  regi-  in  a  modified  form.     Of  the  former,  or 

ments  of  cavalry :  total,  1683.    Of  these  regular  revaccinations  (1208  in  number), 

there  were  rcvaccinated,  with  the  best  664  had  perfect  cicatrices;  that  is  to  say, 

success,  577,  (one-third  of  the  whole)—  one-half  of  those  upon  whom  the  process 

with  modified  or  partial  success,  366 —  of    revaccination     produced    the    most 

without  success,  740.    Nearly  the  whole  decided  effects,  had  scars,  from  which  an 

of  the  subjects  of  these    experiments  opposite  result  might  have  been  antici- 

were,  as  might  be  expected,  adults,  be-  pated. 

tween  20  and  30  years  of  age,  and  of        The  converse  of  the  proposition  leads 

course  the  greater  portion  of  them  had  to  a  like   conclusion.     As  thus :  —  Of 

been  vaccinated  in  infancy.     144  only  1722  persons  on  whom  the  operation  of 
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revaccination  produced  no  efTect,  and  in  many  fruitless,  or  at  least  unsatisfactory. 

mil  of  whom,  therefore,  gfood  cicatrices  trials  were  made  with  fresh  and  g'ood 

might  have    heen    expected,  500  had  matter  taken  from  the  arms  of  children. 

imperfect  scans,  and  259  bore  no  scars  At  len^h   I  made  it  prosper  upon  a 

whatever.  soldier,  in  whom  fifteen  exquisitely  per- 

Again:  of  956  persons  in  whom,  upon  feet  pustules  were  produced.  By  re- 
being  revaccinated,  the  cow-pockap-  Taccinating  with  this  adult  lymph^  I 
peared,  although  in  a  modified  form,  succeeded  with  those  in  whom  vaccina- 
672  bore  upon  their  arms  goad  cicatrices,  tion  from  the  arm  of  the  child  h&d  failed. 
278  had  imperfect  cicatrices,  and  104  Even  in  individuals  of  a  higher  class  of 
bad  no  cicatrices  whatever.  society,  with  all  favourable  qualities  for 

From  these  and  various '  other  facts  good  success,  the  trial  of  vaccination 

Dr.  Heim  concludes,  that  the  inspection  irom  the  child's  arm  frequently  failed, 

of  the  scars  left  by  the  primary  vaccina-  while  I  soon  succeeded  in  it  from  the 

tion  is  devoid  of  all  practical  interest:  arms  of  adults." 

in  other  words,  that  no  satisfactory  con-        That  this  was  owing  to  some  pecn- 

clusion,  as  to  the  resusceptibility  of  the  liarity  in  the  law  of  adult  vaccination, 

disease  or  otherwise,  can   be    derived  and  was  not  attributable  to  any  fault  in 

from  such  a  source.  the  vaccine  matter  of  the  infant,  was 

Such  are  the  principal  results  deduci-  proved   by  its  constant  success  when 

ble  from  the  tabular  statements  trans-  infants  alone  were  the  subjects  of  trial, 
mitted    by    Dr.   Heim,      The   learned        Further  on  Dr.  Heim  tbus  expresses 

author  appends  to  these  certain  patbolo-  himself:— 

gical    observations    made    by    himself        **  Of  the  superior  effect  of  vaccinating 

while    superintending,    in    his    official  from  adults  to  adults,  I  have  had  expe- 

capacity,  the  revaccination  of  the  garri-  rience  for   the   last  six  years,  but  the 

son  of  Ludwigsburg,  in  1833.  opportunity  which    has   been   recently 

The  first  and  certainly  the  most  inte-  onered  of  trying  it  on  a  large  scale,  has 

resting  circumstance  adverted  to,  is  the  been  rewarded  with  the  most  splendid 

effect  which  the  extended  system  of  re-  success My  colleagues  (he  adds)  of 

vaccination  pursued  by  the  authorities  tliis  place  (Lutmi^burg^)  have  also  made 

of  Wirtemberg   had  m   checking  the  the  same  observations." 
variolous  epidemy.     His  wonls   are:—        In  another  part  of  the  memoir,  while 

**  This  powerful    revaccination   of  the  adverting  to  the  employment  of  adult 

men  comprising  the  garrisons  (of  Stut-  lymph,  to  which  he  attributes  the  supe- 

gard,  Ulm,  and  Ludwigsburg,)  without  nor  efficacy  of  the   revaccinations   of 

reference  to  the  quality  of  the  cicatrices,  1833,  Dr.  Heim  notices  the  prejudices 

destroyed   the  spreading  of  small-pox  that  so  generally  exist  in  Germany  as 

among  the  soldiers."    In  another  part  well  as  in  England,  against  employing 

of  the  MS.  he  uses  these  expressions:—  the  vaccine  matter  of  adults  in  propa- 

**  In    this    manner    the    revaccination  gating  the  disorder.    **  Tbis  false  opi- 

passed  in  a  few  weeks  through  all  the  nion,"  he  states,  "  is  the  more  striking, 

regiments    of    the    garrison,    and    the  as  it  is  neither  defended  by  obvious  rea- 

spreadiug  of   the    epidemic  small-pox  sons,  nor  confirmed  by  experience.     On 

among  the  military  was  set  real  bounds  the  contrary,  there  are  cases  known  to 

to  by  it."  '  us  where  the  modified  vaccine  of  revac- 

Tne  next  circumstance  adverted  to  by  cinated  persons  produced  the  genuine 
Dr.  Heim  is  entirely  new  to  the  prac-  vaccine  m  children  not  previously  vac- 
titioners  of  this  country,  namely,  the  cinated :  nay  more,  in  some  instances  it 
difference  of  result  according  as  the  took  effect  upon  those  whom  I  had  vac- 
propagating  lymph  was  derived  from  cinated  more  than  once,  but  without 
the  arm  of  a  chila  or  that  of  an  adult,  success,  using  recent  lymph  from  the 
It  has  long  been  known  that  children  arms  of  children." 
are  vaccinated  most  successfully  from  Having  satisfied  himself  of  the  truth 
others  of  their  own  age.  Dr.  Heim's  of  his  position,  that  important  practical 
experiments  lead  him  to  believe,  that  differences  do  exist  between  adult  and 
adults  are  vaccinated  most  effectually  infantile  vaccination,  Dr.  Heim  pro- 
from  the  vesicles  of  adults.  ceeds  to  reason  upon  it. 

His  words  are  these :—  "  We  might  expect,"  he  says,   "  d 

"  In   the  first  regiment  of   cavalry  priori,  that  the  vaccine  lymph  of  adults 

346.— xiT.  2  h 
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should  be  more  energetic  than  that  of  illustrations 

children,  for  the  same  reason  that  we  ov  ths  vrbcbdino 

find    measles,  scarlet  fever,  and  even  PAPER  ON  RE- VACCINATION. 

the  smallpox  itself,  to  be  more  danger-  

out  in  adults  than  in  children."      He  j,^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^j  ,^  Medical  Gazette. 
next  throws  out  the  very  ingfenious  hint, 

that  it  was  to  the  employment  of  vaccine  Sir, 

matter  from  the  arms  of  adults,  that  You  will  ohli^  me  hj  giving  insertion, 

Jenner  was  indebted  for  the  splendid  in  your  ensuing'  number,  to  a  few  ob- 

success  which  attended  all  his  first  trials  servations,    illustrating  the   Paper    on 

with  the  vaocine."    Dr.  Heim  evidentlj  Re-vaccination,  which  I  had  the  honour 

considers  this  as  the  chief  feature  of  his  to  submit  to  the  Royal  College  of  Phy. 

memoir,  and  he  invites  the  attention  of  sicians  on  Monday  last.    The  observa- 

physicians  to  it,  in  an  especial  manner  tions  are  intended  to  show  how  far  the 

as  to  a  subject  of  great  scientific  and  experienceof  the  German  physicians  has 

practical  interest.  been  home  out  by  that  of  the  Small-Pox 

Dr.  Heim  supports  the  doctrine  of  a  Hospital,  and  what  is  the  essential  im- 

gradual  return  of  the  vaccine  suscepti-  provement  in  our  pathological  views  of 

bility  in  persons  even  the  most  enec-  vaccination,    deducible  from  the  facts 

tually  vaccinated  in  early  life,  but  his  now  brought  forward, 

further  speculations  on  this  subject  are  Various  opportunides  have  occurred 

confused  and  scarcely  intelligible.  to  us,  at  the  Small-Pox  Hospital,  during 

Dr. 'Heim  has  made  no  experiments  the  last  five  years,  of  presentin^^,  upon 

with  the  variolous  contagion,  so  as  to  an  extended  scale,  researches  into  the 

detemrine  positively,  whetlier  the  sus-  phenomena  of  Re-vaccination.    At  the 

ceptibility  tyf  small-pox  and  the  resuscep-  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum,  at  the  Blooms- 

tibility  of   cow-pock  acknowledge  the  hury  National  School,  at  the  St  Pancras 

same  law.     This  important  branch  of  and  other    parochial    workhouses,   we 

the  subject  requiring,  on  the  part  of  the  have  re-vaccinated  large  masses  of  per- 

experimenter,    such    extreme    caution,  sons;   but  hitherto  our  experience  has 

must  be  left  to  be  determined  by  future  heen  limited  to  persons  unaer  the  age  of 

inquirers.    Dr.  Heim  induljgfes  the  no-  eighteen.    The  Germans,  on  the  other 

tion,  that  the  resusceptibilities  of  small-  hand, have  had  the  inestimableadvantaee 

Eox  and  the  vaccine  do  not  coincide,  of  operating  on  persons  between  tne 

ut  he  throws  out  the  suggestion  with-  ages  of  20  and  30.     This  will  account 

out  -efiering  any  adequate  proofs  in  its  for  the  fact,  that  their  results  have  been 

support  clear  and  decisive,  while  our's  have  been 

iJr.  Heim  details  a  curious  case  in  obscure  and  imperfect 

which  small,  pox  and  measles  occurred  l*he    great   principle    in    pathology 

simultaneously,  and  he  seems  to  hint  which  the  German  experiments  tend  to 

that  there  is  some  sort  of  analogy  in  the  establish  is  this — that  the  influence  of 

relations  of  cow-pock  to  small-pox,  and  vaccination  on  the  constitution  of  the 

of  small-pox  to  measles.  adult,  is  not  identical  with  that  which  it 

The  memoir,  of  which  an  abstract  has  exerts  upon  the  constitution  of  the  I'n- 

now  been  given,  would  have  some  claims  fant.    Such  a  principle  was  wholly  un- 

upon  the  attention  of  Englishmen,  were  known  to  Dr.  Jenner.     Such  an  idea,  if 

it  only  for  this  single  circumstance,  that  it  ever  did  occur  to  him,  was  scouted,  as 

it  records  the  history  of  4802  individuals  being  contrary  to  the  analogy  of  variola; 

of  the  Royal  army  of  Wirtemberg,  and  and  unquestionably  nothing  could  have 

that  among  them  eixteen  persons  only  induced  a  belief  in  it  but  experience,  on 

exhibited  upon  their  arms  the  cicatrices  the  extended  scale  which  Dr.  Heim  and 

of  small-pox   inoculation.     4786   had  other  German  physicians  have  recently 

been  vaccinated ! !  enjoyed.    An  idea,  that  the  influence  of 

'•  Qiui  rcglo  in  terrls  nottri  non  plena  laborlt."     vaccination  diminished  as  life  advanced, 

has  long  prevailed  ;  and  I  have  alluded 

to  and  discussed  it  on  several  occasions 

in  the  London  Medical  Gazette,  more 
particularly  in  vol.  i.  p.  589,  and  vol.  v. 
p.  795.  l*he  notion,  however,  hitherto 
entertained  by  myself  and  others,  has 
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been,  that  the  decay  of  Taccine  influence  luperfoetation,  or  the  concej>tion  of  a 
{supposing  it  to  exist)  was  ^oi/ua/;  that  second  embryo  during'  gestation.  And 
if  an  infant,  aged  six  months,  was  pre-  those  even  who  have  been  disposed  to 
served  by  it  effectually  till  he  was  (say)  admit  the  mere  possibility  of  such  an 
twelve  years  old,  another  child  vac-  event,  have  restricted  it,  either  to  the 
cinated  at  twelve  years  of  age,  would  first  few  days  following  the  former  ^on- 
be  safe  until  be  was  twenty-rour.  The  ception,  before  the  membrana  decidua 
German  experiments  afforn  no  support  was  organized,  or  to  the  rare  instances 
whatever  to  such  a  doctrine,  whicn  is  of  double  or  bilobed  uteri*.  It  cannot, 
probably  erroneous.  They  tend  to  show  however,  be  denied,  that  there  are  on 
that  the  change  in  the  susceptibility  of  record  a  few  cases — and  very  few  there 
cow-pox,  (and  probably  of  small-pox  certainly  are — ^in  which  the  facts  seem 
also),  has  reference  simply  to  the  adult  clearly  to  indicate  that  a  second  impreg- 
constitution,  and  that  the  young  man  of  nation  had  taken  place  many  weeks 
21,  vaccinated  at  12  jfeart  of  age,  subsequent  to  the  former  conception,  of 
would  be  just  as  open  to  small-pox  as  which  the  product  was  then  borne  in  the 
another  of  the  age  of  21,  vaccinated  at  womb,  and  continued  to  advance  to  ma- 
six  months.  turity ;  and  in  one  remarkable  example 

The  experience  among  the  re^vacci-  of  this  kind,  in  the  human  female,  it  was 

nated  owl-paftenff  at  the  Smail-poxHos-  ascertained   by  post-mortem    examina- 

pital,  has  Deen  much  too  limited  to  de-  tion  that  the  utenne  cavity  was  sins^le. 

termine  the  truth  of  this  principle ;  but  The  instance  of  supposed  superto&ta- 

other  facts,  drawn  from  the  interior  of  tion  which  is  the  subject  of  the  present 

the  hospital,  from  the  wards  appropriated  communication,  occurred  in  the  sheep. 

to  the  reception  of  patients  under  small-  In  that  animal  the  uterus,  as  the  reader 

pox,  are  decidedly  in  its  favour ;  and  is  doubtless  aware,  is  bicomed.    The  os 

certainly  enough  has  transpired  already,  uteri  is  common  to  each  comu,  and  the 

to  shew  the  necessity  of  investigating  division  of  the  uterus  into  the  two  comua 

how  far  the  changes  which  the  system  commences  about  an  inch  from  the  os 

undergoes  between  the  ages  of  fifteen  uteri.    Thus  there  is  a  free  communica- 

and  twenty-one  (when  the  adult  consti-  tion  between  the  two  comua;  nor  does 

tution  may  be  considered,  in  physiology  there  appear  any  thing  in  the  anatomical 

as  in  law,  to  be  fully  established),  tend  structure  or  relationa  o£  the  parts  more 

to  impair  the  vaccine  influence  previ-  favourable  to  superfcetation  than  in  the 

ously  existing  in  the  habit.  single  triangular  cavity  of  the  human 

If  it   should    be    found    that    such  uterus.    The  circumstances  of  the  case 

changes  do,  in  a  lar^e  proportion  of  were  as  follow :~ 

cases,   sensibly   diminish     and  impair  A  ewe,  two  years  old,  the  propertjr  of 

vaccine  security,  then  the  plan  ofttdnk  Mr.  Goode,  of  Allesley,  near  this  city, 

re-vaccination  may    be    recommended  produced   a   lamb  on   Saturday  night, 

upon  strong  and  mteUigible  grounds,  2d  March,  1833,  or  early  on  the  folio w- 

and  with  the  fair  prospect  that  such  re-  ing  morning ;  and  on  Saturday  morning, 

vaccination  will  grive  to  the  individual,  the  30th  or  the  same  month,  that  is, 

for  the  remainder  of  his  life,  every  secu-     

titv  from  the  attack  of  Mnall.nox  which  *  '^^  malformation  of  the  nterua.  Improperly 

niy  irom  tne  auaCK  or  smail-pox  wnicn  ^^^^  „  Rouble,"   but  really  a  merw  hieomiMt 

he  can  reasonably  expects  (an  example  of  whicb  ha«  recently  been  given 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  *"  **»•  o»»«we»  ▼oi»  «*«•  p«g«  898.)  is  not  very 

v».,.  «»•»  ^k.wi:^«*  ...^-.4  uncommon.    Dr.  William  Hunter  haa  piMerr«d 

Your  very  obedient  servant,  wTeral  apeclmena  of  it  in  hia  fcollectlon.-<Ana- 

GeorOE  GrEOORV.  tomyofOraTldUterua,  p.6.)    The  dWlalon  of  the 

ai,  Weynouth-atrect,  uterna  Into  two  caTltlea  la  aometlnea  more  com- 

July  K  m4.  picte;  and  Otto  atatei  that  it  haa  been  found  tri- 

iocttlar.~(Handbnch  der  Pkthologlschen  Anato- 

—————— ————^-^— ^———  mle,  808.)    The  otema  ta  aomatlmea  found  truly 

double,  that  la,  the  body  of  each  utema  la  dlatlnct, 

CASE  OF  and  with  a  leparate  oa  uteri.— <Beck*a  Med.  Jnrla. 

«TTl>l?»l?fE"rATTrkVO\    Tltf    Tlil?  Donlop'a  edit  u.W  j  and  Dr.  R.Lee,  In  Med.-Chlr. 

aUl'J!ilil'U!ilAIiUXV(f;    1«     lUI!*  Trans. and  Ved.  Oaa.loe. cl/.)  >»  the  Interettlns 

SHEEP  '  account  of  bicomed  utema  publlehed  by  Dr.  R. 

Lee,  the  right  comu  had  been  Impregnated.    Dr. 

Wuh  Obtirvatwns,  Lee  ataten,  that  the  uu  Impregnated  cornn  waa  aino 

_                                          ««^  vx    /^  coated.  wlMi  declduoue  membrane;  and  he  thlnka 

Br  R.  ArrowsMITH,  M.D.  Coventry.  that  whenever  conception  haa  taken  pUce  In  a 

-  ■  ^  bicomed  uterae,  a  mewUnmna  deeidua  may  ha 

PHr«0L0««T«  in  grener.1  .re  extremelr  S^^.^^aVilSrSS'ruTJir'.uriu'r, 

BceptiGal  concerning  the  possibuity  of  animaii. 
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twenty-aeyen  days  afterwards,  she  yeaned  September,  1833,  in  order  to  ascertaiu 
a  second  lamb.  The  observations  made  whether  the  uterus  was  normal  in  its 
by  the  shepherd  left  no  doubt  that  each  structure :  no  deviation  from  the  usual 
of  the  lambs  was  really  dropped  by  the  condition  of  the  parts  was  discoverable, 
same  %we.  The  first  lamb  was  yeaned  The  facts  now  detailed  lead  to  the  in- 
exactly at  the  expected  tii^e :  it  was  ference,  that,  in  this  case,  either  super- 
strdngf  and  evidently  mature.  When  fcetation  took  place,  or  that  gestation 
the  shepherd  inspected  the  sheep  early  was  protracted  27  days  (that  is,  one-fifth 
on  the  momingr  of  the  3d  of  March,  he  of  the  whole  period)  beyond  the  usnal 
found  three  had  lambed,  the  ewe  in  duration.  Tne  observations  of  M. 
question  beinsr  one  of  them.  He  applied  Tessier*  have  rendered  it  generally 
tne  lamb  to  this  ewe,  and  found  ^at  she  known,  that  the  duration  of  gestation, 
had  plenty  of  milk,  which  would  not  in  certain  species  of  the  mammifene,  is 
have  been  the  case  had  she  lambed  a  liable  to  considerable  variation.  In 
month  before  her  time.  The  lamb  was  horses  and  cows,  for  instance,  the  varia- 
qaite  equal  in  size  and  activity  to  the  tion  amounts  occasionally  to  one-fourth 
other  lambs  dropped  that  nignt,  and  of  the  whole  period.  In  sheep,  however, 
walked  awav  well  with  the  mother,  the  variation  is  confined  wi^in  much 
The  shephera  never  thought  of  the  ewe  narrower  limits ;  for  the  observations  of 
having  another  lamb.  The  lamb  in  Tessier  on  these  animals  shewed  that 
question  grew,  and  went  on  exceedingly  the  mean  term  of  utero-gestation  was 
well.  150  days,  and  the  extreme  difierenoe 

On  the  30th  March,  on  going  into  a  only  11  days.                    * 

field   where  this  ewe  and  three  others  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  if  the 

were,  (two  of  them  having  two  lambs  anomaly  in  the  instance  related  in  this 

each,  and  the  other  one,)  lie  was  sur-  communication  be  referred  to  tlie  pro- 

Iirised  to  find,  in  addition  to  the  first  tracted  gestation  of  one  lamb,  the  devia- 

amb,  which  was  by  her  side,  another  tion  from  the  order  of  nature  would  be 

very  recently  '*  dropped'.'  lying  before  as  unprecedented,  if  not  so  inexplicable, 

her,    which    she    was    licking.      The  as  superfoetation  in  the  human  subject, 

'*  cleansing"  was  close  to  the  ewe,  as  to  which,  for  the  purpose  of  illustration, 

she  had  not  risen  from  the  spot  since  its  it  will  be  convenient  here  specifically  to 

expulsion.    As,  during  a  period  of  thirty  advert. 

years  that  the  man  had  been  a  shepherd,  Marie  Begaud,  et.  37,  was  delivered 

ne  had  never  observed  any  thing  analo-  on  the  30th  of  April,  1748,  of  a  boy, 

gous  to  this  circumstance,  he  was  greatly  which  was  living  and  mature.     She  had  ' 

surprised  at  the  occurrence.  some  discharge  at  the  time  only :  neither 

The  second  lamb  wasjperfectly  formed,  lochia  nor  milk  were  secreted.     A  quar- 

strong,  and  healthy.    Tne  ewe  had  both  ter  of  an  hour  aft^r  the  delivery,  she  was 

lambs  with  her  for  two  days,  and  ap-  sensible  of  a  motion  in  the  womb,  which 

peared  equally  attached  to  them.    The  continued  in  the  manner  which  is  usual 

older  one,  being  so  much  the  stronger,  when  the  uterus  contains  a  livinff  foetus, 

took  most  of  the  milk;  the  younger  one.  On  the   I6th   of  September  fofiowing, 

therefore,  was  put  to  another  ewe,  which  (four  months  and  a  half  after  the  ibrmer 

had  lost  her  own  lamb.    It  continued  to  delivery,)  she  gave   birth   to  a  living 

thrive  and  do  well.  full  grown  girC    On  this  occasion  the 

The  ram  was  admitted  to  the  flock,  of  secretion  of  milk  and  lochia  was  natural, 

which  the  ewe  in  question  was  one  on  The  first  child  lived  two  months  and  a 

the  8th  of  October,  and  remained  with  half;  the  second  rather  more  than  a  year. 

them  a  month  or  ive  weeks.    It  was  Subsequently  she  was  twice  pregnant, 

discovered,  by  the  usual  mark,  that  this  but  the  delivery  on  these  occasions  was 

ewe  took  the  ram  some  day  during  the  unattended    by   any    peculiar    circum- 

first  week,    but  whether  subsequently  stance.     She  died   in   1755:   the  body 

also  it  was  not  ascertained.     From  the  was  examined,  and  the  uterus  and  its 

8th  of  October  to  the  3d  of  March,  both  appendages  were  found  in  all  respects 

inclusive,  (that  is,   from  the   time  the  normal.— (Eisenmann  de  UteroDuplici; 

ram  was  put  to  the  sheep  to  the  time  Argent.) f 

this  ewe   and   other*  lambed,)   is    147  Desgranges,  of  Lyons,  communicated 

days,  or  21  weeks,  which  is  the  natural  the  following  case  to  Fodere:^ 

period  of  utero-gestation  in  that  animal.        .  „^.  ^  „  ^ » 

the  one  wm  slaughtered  on  the  2lst  of  t  B*.".''ie M^dX!".?.'  'iT' '"•  "*'• 
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Benoite  Villard,  about  27  years  of  (of  one  of  the  products  of  that  concep- 
a^^e,  bad  a  miscarriage  ou  20tb  Maj,  tion)  for  twelve  or  thirteen  months,  whue 
1779.  She  became  pregnant  again  a  the  other  is  expelled  mature  at  the  usual 
month  afterwards ;  and  on  January  20,  time  ?  In  the  case  of  twins  or  triplets, 
17S0,  eight  months  after  her  former  de-  inequality  of  development  of  the  foetuses 
livery,  and  seven  months  after  concep-  is  not  unfrequently  observed ;  neverthe- 
tion,  she  suddenly  gave  birth  to  a  girl,  less,  in  these  instances,  the  different 
She  had  no  fever ;  neither  secretion  of  foetuses  are  all  expelled  within  a  short 
milk  nor  lochia ;  nor  did  the  abdomen  time  of  each  other.  If  the  cases  of 
aliogether  subside.  She  was  obliged  to  Marie  Begaud  and  Yillard  be  viewed  as 
procure  a  nurse  for  her  child.  Three  cases  of  protracted  gestation,  and  were 
weeks  afterwards,  she  perceived  move-  explicable  on  the  h^othesis  of  inequality 
ments  in  the  womb,  nucn  as  are  usual  in  of  development,  it  ought,  on  the  con- 
pregnancjr.  The  abdomen  continued  to  trary,  to  be  shewn,  that  in  instances  of 
augment  in  volume,  and  on  the  6th  of  double  or  triple  conception,  the  expul- 
July,  1780,  (five  months  and  sixteen  siou  of  one  or  more  foetuses  not  nnfre- 
days  after  the  former  accouchement,)  she  quently  takes  place,  (not,  indeed,  at 
was  delivered  of  another  girl.  The  such  remote  intervals  of  time  as  in  the 
lochia  and  milk  followed  naturally  on  cases  of  Begaud  and  Yillard,)  yet  at 
ibis  occasion,  and  she  suckled  her  child,  more  or  less  atstant  periods,  correspond- 
Both  children  were  living  in  1782.  ing  with  their  respective  degrees  of  de- 
**  Nul  doute,'*  says  Desgranges,  *'  que  veTopment;  but  in  practice  this  is  never 
ces  deux  enfans  n^eussent  ete  formes  found  to  happen ;  all  are  expelled  at  the 
dans  la  meme  grossesse,  et  dans  un  in-  same  labour,  if  the  natural  term  of  ges- 
tervalle  de  quelques  mois:  le  second  n'a  tatiou  have  been  completed.  A  blighted 
pu  etre  oon^u  apres  Taccouchement  du  fo}tus  of  a  few  months  may  be  retained 
premier;  car  le  mari  de  Benoite  ne  lui  in  utero,  and  expelled  at  the  natural  pe- 
avait  reuouvcle  ses  caresses  que  20  jours  riod  with  a  living  and  mature  chila*: 
apres,  ce  qui  n'aurait  donne  au  second  and  a  blighted  foetus,  with  its  placenta, 
enfant  que  quatre  mois  vingt  -  sept  has  been  expelled,  leaving  anotner  foetus 
Jours.*"  in   the  womb  for  many  weeks,  which 

Other  cases  might  be  added,  but  it  is  was  bom  alive,  and  well  developed,  at 
unnecessary  to  quote  them,  as  the  two  the  usual  timef .  But  in  these  circum- 
precediug  are  probably  the  most  une-  stances  there  are  no  points  of  strict  ana- 
quivocal  on  record.  To  refer  the  ex-  logy  with  the  cases  of  presumed  super- 
planation  of  these  and  similar  cases  to  fcetation  alluded  to  in  this  paper, 
protracted  gestation,  is  an  assumption  From  the  facts  and  considerations 
unsupported  by  any  direct  proof,  and  now  advanced,  it  appears  to  me,  that, 
appears,  moreover,*  inconsistent  with  under  some  rare  combination  of  circum- 
analogy;  since  no  instance  of  tingle  stances,  superfmtation  must  be  admitted 
conception  can  be  brought  forward  in  to  be  a  possible  occurrence  even  several 
the  human  female,  wherein  the  natural  weeks  subseouent  to  conception,  and 
period  has  been  exceeded  by  more  than  that  it  did  taxe  place  in  the  case  of  the 
a  few.  days,  or  at  farthest  two  or  three  ewe  detailed  in  this  communication, 
weeks  f.  And  in  the  absence  of  any  The  connexion  of  this  subject  with 
such  analo^cal  proof,  ought  we  to  be-  medico-legal  inquiries,  it  is  unnecessary 
lieve  that  in  some  examples  of  double-  here  to  detail.  In  the  learned  and  judi- 
canceptioUj  gestation  may  be  going  on  cious  article.  Succession  of  Inheritance^ 
__^  in  the  Cyclopeedia  of  Practic;il  Medicine, 

«  9^.^   *— i.A  A^  «*-j  »^   I    t  ^OK    «^  superfcetation  is  not  alluded  to.    That 

Crwigea  was  a  inao  of  great  aagacity,  experience,  article,    however,    presented    the  appro- 

and  probity  i  very  unlikely  to  be  Imposed  upon,  priatc  Opportunity  m  the  Cyclopaoaia  tO 

irhi;'prS^1iir;;:iYor.lTSS*!:l"'c?th''u    expUin*^rhe  connexion  of  the>bject 

occanlon.  and  the  clrcumBlanoeii  of  th«  case  were     With  medlCO-legal  practice :  the  omission 

attested  before  the  public  authorities.   I  can  c»n-    was  probably  owing  to  the  disbelief  of 

celve  no  fallacy  In  this  instance,  bat  by  snpposing     .i       f  i      ^   jr        .,   "^    ,-r\      %r      <.  \ 

that  the  firat  was  a  supposititious  cbiid.-acoo'    the  talented  author  (Dr.  Montgomery) 

jet'turc,  however,  unsupported  by  probability,  and     in  the  possibility  of  SUperfoetation. 

JwpSS""'**"'  P"'>«^i»"  °f«^«  ^^  »"  »*»»"        I  cannot  pretend  to  explain  in  any 
t  Pict.de  Medicine,  z.  442}  And  CycioD.Prac.    way  how    such   a  deviation   from  the 

Med.   It.  90.     See  also  Edinb.  Med.  ana  Surg.      — ^— — ^^— ^-— — ^__— — — ^_____ 
foam.  xxTll.  109.  for  review  of  Lyall  on  the  Evi-  *  Med.  and  Pbys.  Jonm.  xvl.  M. 

dcncc  lu  the  Gardner  Peerage  cause.  t  Mad.-Chlr.  Trans.  U.  194. 
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natural  course  of  thinn  takes  place,  jet  but  intersects  it  at  an  an^e  of  12,  at 

if  tbe  evidence  of  the  fact  be  irresistible,  tbe  points    of  66   def^.  46  min.    east 

the  difficulty  of  the  explanation  must  long,  and  of  113  deg,   14   min.  west 

b^  borne  with.     The  mysteries  of  con-  long*.,  the  magnetic  equator  extending 

ception  are  numerous ;  nor  does  super-  to  the  southward  of  tbe  terrestrial  one 

fcetation   seem    more  incomprehensible  between  those  points,  and  thereby  ren- 

than  some  other  concomitant  phenomena;  dering  all  places  a  little  southerly  of 

not  more,  for  instance,  than  the  fact,  the   uitter   within   this   limit   (sucn  as 

that  **the  influence  of  the  male,  in  the  Chimborazo),  liable  to  the  determination 

case  of  some  animals,  is  not  confined  to  of  blood  toward  the  head,  experienced 

the  ovum  which  he  actually  impregnates;  upon  northern  mountains.    The  present 

the  peculiarities  of  a  male  animal  that  southerly  limit  of  the  magnetic  equator 

has  once  had  intercourse  with  a  female  in  Soutn    America   has   not   yet   been 

having  been  distinctly  recogfnised  in  the  defined,  but  it  cannot   extend   beyond 

subsequent  connexions  of  that  female  8  deg.  south  in  the  line  of  the  Andes, 

with  other  males ;  as  in  the  instance  of  from  Bolivar's  army  suffering  so  severely 

an  Arabian  mare   that  had  been  once  from  the  southern  disease  in  about  this 

covered    by  a  quagga.  —  Phil.  Trans,  degree  of  latitude.     The  place  where 

1821*.  myself  and  companions  were  attacked 

Coventrr,  June  38,  IS84.  was  in  17  deg.  south,  the  elevation  of 

the  head  being  here  unequivocally  de- 


monstated  to  predispose  to  the  disease, 

ON  by  the  mules  only  suffering  when  mov« 

THP    PATMnrnmrAT     vvvvrT^  ing  up  hill,  while  we  suffered  equally 

THE    PATHOLOGICAL    EFFECTS  i„  moving  up  or  down  hill,  or  along 

PRODUCED  BY  LOCALITIES.  lerel  ground ;  the  heads  of  the  mul4 

{Particularly  Mountain  Elevations,)  being   only    higher   than   their  bodies 

when   ascending  hills,  while  our  heads 

NomTH    OR   SOOTH  OF^^  THE    MAOHETic  necessarily  forced    tbe   highest   part, 

whatever  was  the  nature  or  the  surface 
Over  which  we  walked.    The  relief  ob- 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  fained  throu^rh  a  depending  state  of  the 

bead  is  ascribed,  by  tbe  Peruvian  pea- 
Si  r,  santry,  to  the  smelling  of  the  earth  by 
In  my  paper  relative  to  the  effects  of  the  person  or  animal  affected, 
mountain  elevations  upon  the  human  The  above  reverse  determination  of 
body,  published  in  the  Medical  Gazette  blood  in  each  hemisphere,  though  more 
of  the  10th  May,  I  attributed  the  re-  signally  exemplified  in  high  elevations, 
verse  affections  of  each  hemisphere  to  seems  still  sufficiently  apparent  in  places 
electricity  occupying  the  upper  part  approximating  the  level  of  the  sea,  by 
of  bodies  in  the  northern  one,  and  the  scrofulous  and  catarrhal  enlarge- 
the  lower  part  thereof  in  the  southern,  ments  of  the  lymphatic  glands  of  the 
determining,  thereby,  the  blood  toward  neck,  so  common  in  the  northern  hemis- 
the  head  in  the  former,  and  toward  the  phere,  being  almost  unknown  rn  the 
feet  in  the  latter,  causing  thus  apoplec-  southern,  the  glands  of  the  groin  being 
tic  symptoms  in  the  one,  and  the  usual  those  liable  to  disease  in  the  latter, 
symptoms  of  fainting  in  the  other.  The  During  a  seven  years*  residence  iu 
fact  of  Humboldt  experiencing  a  strong  southern  climes,  I  never  witnessed  a 
determination  of  blood  to  the  head  in  single  case  of  enlargement  of  the  lym- 
his  ascent  of  Chimborazo  (ninety  miles  phatic  glands  of  the  neck  in  either  na- 
to  the  south  of  the  equator),  in  no  way  tive  or  European,  while  enlargements 
weakens  the  view  I  have  taken  as  to  of  those  of  the  groin  constitute  the 
the  cause  of  these  diverse  affections,  greatest  pests  a  medical  man  has  to 
but,  on  the  contrary,  strengthens  it,  combat  there.  It  is  to  this  determination 
because,  according  to  Biofs  table  of  of  blood  toward  the  feet,  instead  of  the 
observations,  the  magnetic  eouator  (the  head,  in  the  southern  hemisphere,  that 
line  encircling  the  crlobe  wbere  there  I  also  would  attribute  the  rarity  of 
is  no  dip  of  either  point  of  the  needle),  mania  and  apoplexy,  as  well  as  of  ty- 
18  not   parallel   to   that   of  the   earth,  phus  and  otner  fevers  characterized  by 

. cerebral  congestion,  in  all  Uie  southern 

*  AiUon*«  Outlines  of  Pby»ioiogy,  401.  climcs  I  have  visited. 


NORTH  OR  SOUTH  OF  THE  MAGNETIC  EQUATOR.  ^21 

Elephantiasis,  a  disease  commencinfi^  will    necessarily   alternately    diminish 

in  an    enlargement    of  the    inguinal  and  increase  the  dip  of  the  needle,  at  a 

glands,  is  now  almost  confined  to  the  given  point,  upon  the  earth,  according 

southern  hemisphere,  although  recorded  as  it  approximates  to,  or  recedes  from, 

to  have  heen  formerly  as  common  in  the  place  experimented  in,  during  the 

some  of  the  West-India  islands  north  of  period  of  its  revolution.    Now,  as  the 

the  earth's  equator  as  it  is  now  in  the  dip  of  the  north  point  of  the  needle  was 

islands  of  the  Pacific  south  of  it.    This  at  its  maximum  in  London,  in  1723, 

decrease  of  the  complaint  in  the  West  therefore  at  this  period  the  magnetic 

Indies,  is,  I  conceive,  referable  to  the  equator  must  have  oeen  at  the  maximum 

westerly  revolution   round  our  globe,  distance  to  which  it  is  capable  of  r^ced- 

in  the  space  of  between  eight  and  nine  ing  from  London  during  the  period  of 

hundred  years,  of  the  points  of  intersec-  its  revolution,    and,  consequently,  the 

tiou    of  the    magnetic    equator   with  line  of  lonfi^itude  passing  through  Lon- 

the    equator    of    the    eartn,    through  don  must  have  then  bisected  at  right 

which  a  portion  of  country,    extend-  angles  the  concave  centre  of  the  arc  de- 

ing    to    several    degrees    of   latitude,  scnbed  by  it,  in  the  opposite  part  of  the 

and  to   180  of  long^ititude,  on  either  southern  hemisphere.     But  as  this  arc 

side  of  the  earth's  equator,  is  placed  extends  into  the  southern  hemisphere,  in 

under  the  northern  influence  for  one-  the  present  day,  at  the  points  of  66  deg. 

half  of  the  revolutionary  period,    and  46min.eastlong.,andorl]ddeg.l4min. 

under  the  southern  influence    for  the  west  long.,  and  the  line  pf  longitude  bi- 

other  half.  ^  secting  this  being  23degrees  west  of  Lon- 

This  revolution  in  the  magnetic  don,  hence  it  is  evident  that  a  westerly 
equator  is  sufliciently  indicated  by  the  movement  of  this  arc,  amounting  to  23 
alternate  progressive  increase  and  de-  deg^rees  of  longitude,  has  taken  place 
crease,  within  certain  limits,  of  the  dip  since  1723 ;  so  that,  presuming  this 
of  the  needle,  as  the  following  illustra-  movement  to  be  uniform,  the  western 
tionswill  exemplify.  The  liiieof  the  mag-  point  of  intersection  of  the  magnetic 
iietic  eouator  encircling  the  globe,  from  equator  with  that  of  the  earth,  must 
being  tne  centre  between  the  opposing  have  been  to  the  eastward  of  the  West 
northern  and  southern  magnetic  forces,  India  island  230  years  ago,  thereby  ad- 
is  therefore  characterized  by  the  needle  mitting  the  arc  extending  into  the  nor- 
maintaining  a  horizontal  position  along  them  hemisphere,  wetter ly  of  this  point, 
it,  in  consequence  of  the  opposing  forces  to  embrace  some  of  the  West  India  is- 
(viz.  the  attractive  force  of  the  northern  lands  in  its  bounds,  and  thus  render 
hemisphere  for  the  north  point,  and  of  the  them  amenable  to  southern  influence, 
southern  hemisphere  lor  the  south  The  intimate  connexion  found  to  exist 
point)  being  here  exactly  balanced,  between  magnetism  and  galvanism,  and 
which  balance  being  necessarily  pro-  the  wonder-working  power  again  so 
gressively  impaired  as  we  recede  from  strikingly  manifested  by  the  latter  upon 
Uie  magnetic  equator,  hence  the  north  both  dead  and  living  matter  submitted  - 

Soint  of  the  needle  dips  more  and  more  to  its  influence,  naturally  tend  to  the  in- 
ownwards  as  we  proceed  from  the  latter  ference  of  the  animal  Dody  owing  its 
to  the  north  pole  of  the  earth,  and  the  formation,  its  diseases,  and  its  decay,  to 
south  point  similarly  toward  the  south  similar  agencies ;  for  when  we  contem- 
pole  thereof,  in  consequence  of  the  pro-  plate  the  rapid  destruction  of  old  pro- 
gressively impaired  power  of  the  hemi-  ducts,  and  the  formation  of  new,  by  the 
sphere  receded  from  enabling  the  hemi-  galvanic  currents  circulating  through 
sphere  experimented  in  to  dip  down  the  the  voltaic  trough,  we  may  readily  infer 
point  of  Uie  needle  attracted  by  it  with  the  possibility  of  similar  changes  being 
greater  and  greater  ease  toward  the  produced  in  the  animal  machine  by  the 
earth.    Now,  Biot's  table  shows,  that  galvanic  currents  circulating  through  it. 


made  to    extend    itself  into    opposite  Your  obedient  servant, 

Eoints  also  of  the  northern  and  southern                                     P.  Cunnimoram, 
emispheres,   in   the  form  of  an  arc;  Suiyeon r.n. 

through  which  eccentricity  of  position,       Jul/  l,  1884. 
with  respect  to  the  earths  equator,  it  
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PHYSIOLOGY  OF  THE  VOICE.  the  drone  is  produced  alone,  the  tongue 

remains  free  to  articulate,  out  m   the 

REMARKS  ON  MR.  RICHMOND'S  MUSICAL  production  of  the  higher  notes, the  con. 

PERFORMANCE.  trarj  takes  place.     He  cannot  speak,  or 

___  move  the  tongue,  whilst  in  the  act  of 

producing  those  sounds.    When  the  lies 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  are  closed,  the  upper  tones  are  inaudible, 

whilst  the  drone  contines  effective ;  re- 

Sir,  verse  the  experiment,  by  opening  the 

In  your  Gazette  of  the  5th  of  April  last  lips  and  closing  the  nostrils,  and  the 

I  noticed  some  observations  by  Professor  drone  ceases.     The  production  of  the 

Mayo,  explanatory  of  Mr.  Richmond's  upper    tones,    perhaps,    resembles    the 

musical  performance,  in  which  he  endea-  flageolet  more  than  any  other  instru- 

voured  to  point  out  the  principle  on  which  ment ;  but  I  should- say  it  approximates 

that  curious  phenomenon  depends.    As  most  nearly  to  the  common   mode  of 

I  do  not  thiuK  that  gentleman  has  quite  whistling.     He  is  obliged  to  press  the 

satisfactorily  accounted  for  the  mode  by  tongue  firmly  against  the  roof  of  the 

which   those    double  sounds    are   pro-  mouth,  and  to  bnng  the  dorsum  of  the 

duced,  I  shall  feel  obliged  by  the  inser-  tongue  very  nearly  in  contact  with  the 

tion  of  the  following  remarks.  palate,  leaving    a  small    chamber  _  at 

It  is    now   pretty  generally  known  the  posterior  part,  with  a  small  opening 

that  the  great  peculiarity  of  Mr.  Rich-  at  the  side  or  the  tongue  for  the  escape 

mond's  performance  consists  in  his  being  of  the  air.     It  is  in   this  manner  toe 

capable  of  producing  two  kinds  of  dis-  upper  tones    are   effected,    which    are 

tinct  tones  at  the  same  time ;  one  being  varied  by  diminishing  or  increasing  the 

.a  kind  of  drone,  w^hich  is  the  graver  or  cavity  between  the  tongue  and  palate, 

fundamental  tone, -^  the  other  a  more  Two  distinct  tones  are  produced,  not 

acute  tone,  resembling  a  kind  of  whistle,  mixed,  as  in  the  Jew's  harp,  with  the 

That  the  higher  or  whistling  sounds  fundamental  one,  but  the  drone  issuing 

are  not  laryngeal,  I  ^uite  a^e  with  at  the  nostrils,  while  the  upper  tone  es- 

Mr.  Mayo ;  likewise  in   the  idea  that  capes  from  the  lips.    These  experiments 

the  drone  or  lower  tone  is  produced  in  of  alternately  closing  the  lips  or  nos- 

the  larynx :  but  I  do  not  concur  with  trils,   clearly  indicate  the    manner   in 

him    in    the    opinion    that    the    tones  which  the  performance  is  effected.    The 

are   analogous  to   those  of  the  Jew's  upper  notes  are  not  necessarily  harmo- 

harp,  or  t%at  (as  he  states)  "  they  are  nies  resulting    from   the    fundamental 

elicited  out  of  or  rather  produced  upon  notes ;    their  relative  positions  in   the 

the  bass  sound,  in  the  same  manner  as  scale  being  under  the   control  of  Mr. 

the  tones  of  the  Jew's  harp."     Now,  in  Richmond's  ta&te :  he  can  vary  them  at 

that  instrument  the  two  kinds  of  tones  pleasure. — I  am,  sir, 

necessarily  go  together,    which,  upon  Your  obedient  servant, 

investigation,  we  find  does  not  occur  in  John  Bishop. 

Richmoinrs  case.  3d,  Bernard-street.  RmraelKSquare, 

It  may  be  easily  detected  that  both  the  J"n«  ^»  ***^- 

tones  are  not  laryngeal ;   for  had  that     

been  the  case,  the  tongue  would  have 

remained  iree  to  articulate.  effects    f 

The  circumstance  ofthe  pom um  Ada-  CERTAIN  DISORDERS  ON  THE 

mi    remaining    stationary   during    the  ROOTS  OF  THE  HAIR. 

variations  of  the  higher  notes,  does  not  

convey  any  conclusive  argument  that  '          -     ^j.         ^    .     .-.  ,.     ,  ., 

both  tones  are  not  laryngeal,  inasmuch  ^^  '**  ^^*'<"'  *?/  '*'  Medical  Gazette. 

as   we   may  imagine  it  possible  that  SiR> 

whilst  the  drone  was  effected  by  the  So  far  as  I  remember,  I  have  not  seen 

vocal  chords,  the  whistling  tones  might  any  remark  upon  the  very  singular  fact, 

be  caused  by  some  peculiar  position  or  that  no  hair  is  ever  observed  to  grow 

state  of  the  epiglottis ;   but  that  this  is  over  the  cicatrices  of  most  or  many  old 

not  the  case,  may  be  proved  by  examin-  ulcers  and  wounds.     I  have  sought  in 

ingthe  sUte  ofthe  tongue  during  the  vain  for  the  appearance  of  the  hair  in 

performance.      I   observed,  that  when  such  cases  where  the  ulcer  or  wound 
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bad  been  of  any  extent,  depth,  or  dura-  precise! j  similar  to    tbe    iiiteg'umeiits 

tion ;  and  this  remark  must  be  familiar  which  have  never  been  injured  ? 

to  every  observer.     I  have  lately  exa-  Tbe   affirmative  answer  to  this  ques- 

mined  the  faces  of  several  individuals  tion  has,  of  late,  been  assumed  as  one 

severely  pitted  by  small-pox,  and  could  of  the  settled  truths  of  pathology, 

never  satisfy  myself  of  any  hairs  crow-  The  different  appearance  of  the  cica- 

inff  from  their  pits  or  cicatrices.     What  trix — the  loss  of  substance  which  is  al- 

inferences  can  oe  drawn  firom  these  oh-  ways   observable,  as  in  pits  of  small- 

nervations  ?    The  seat  of  the  bulbs  of  pox,  (Sec. — the  irreg'ularity  of  tie  cica- 

the  hair  in  these  cases  has  been  de-  trized  surface,  and  other  circumstances, 

stroyed  by  the  ulcer  or  the  small -pox,  seem  to  fiiTour  the  nefi^tive  of  tbe  ques- 

and  the  root  of  the  hair  is  completely  tion.     That  the  new  formations  of  skin 

destroyed    along  with   it.     The    hair,  are  very  different  from  the  old,  is  evi- 

which  is  a  vegetation   from  the  cutis  dent;    from  the    simple  fact  that  the 

vera,  (and  most  probably  from  its  inner  former  is  devoid  of  hair  on  its  surface : 

surface,)  must  perish  with  the  destruc-  and  why  is  the  hair  absent  ?    In  all  pro- 

tion  of  the  soil  that  produced  or  nou-  bability,  because  the  layer  of  skin,  or  the 

rished  it.  peculiar  part  of  that  layer  from  which  it 

If  this  theory  be  correct,  it  is  easy  to  springs,  is  nerer  again  renewed.    I  only 

understand  why  in  most  skin-diseases  insist  on  this  as  a  probability,  until  a 

the  hair  falls  off,    is   temporarily  de-  more  reasonable  solution  of  the  query 

stroyed,  but  again  renewed,  because  its  can  be  given ;  because  the  whole  layers 

roots  remain  unaffected.     Thus  in  por-  of  the  skin  may  be  there  renewed,  and 

rigo  the  hair  falls  off;  but  as  it  is  again  yet  their  functions  may  be  changed  or 

renewed,  we  are  entitled  to  say  that  the  diseased. 

hair  has  not  been  radically  affected,  and  Should   these  remarks  have   the  ef- 

the  disease  is  comparatively  superficial,  feet  of  inducing  any  of  your   readers 

and  does  not  involve  all  the  layers  of  the  to  examine  the  subject  experimentally, 

skin.  my  object  in  writing  this  note  will  be 

This  theory  may  also,  perhaps,  shed  grained. — I  am,  sir, 

some  little  light  on  tbe  very  uncertain  Yours,  See. 

seat  of  cutaneous  diseases  m  general.  J.  B.  Thomson. 

In  almost  all,  the  epidermis  is  alone  af-  Prnton  Dispensaiy, 

fected ;  and  that  tbe  cutis  vera  is  not  in-  •'"'**  ^»  **^   

volved,  we  presume  to  be  proved  by  the  ^  -  „  ^  ^.  '7Z~  ^  .  ^.i.  r> 
hair  not  being  destroyed  i/recoverably.  ^^^^  l*-ParUalParalynioftheFace, 
From  the  fo  egoing  observations,  we  June,  1 834.— Robert  Sumner,  set.  45, 
may  also  speculate  as  to  the  reason  why  a  weaver  by  trade,  had  an  attack  of 
constitutional  symptoms  do  not  accom-  rheumatism  about  seven  years  and  a  half 
pany  nil  extensive  diseases  of  tbe  skin,  ago,  at  which  time  he  felt  darting 
In  bullsB,  for  instance,  we  see  innu-  pains  occasionally,  as  he  describes  them, 
roerable  blebs  extended  over  the  whole  coming  from  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
cuticular  surface,  without  the  slightest  mastoid  process  of  the  left  side  of  the 
constitutional  derangement  It  is  evi-  head,  and  shooting  across  the  face, 
dent  that  the  epidermis  alone  is  here  Shortly  afterwards,  while  sitting  at  din- 
implicated,  and  that  the  sentientextremi-  ner,  he  observed  that  he  could  not  spit  in 
ties  of  the  nerves  (to  speak  theoretically)  a  straight  direction,  the  saliva  being  dis- 
which  belong  to  the  true  skin  are  not  charged,  as  it  now  is,  by  the  left  angle 
exposed  to  the  disease.  Hence,  in  large  of  the  mouth.  At  present  he  discovers 
superficial  scalds,  we  have  little  dis-  the  following  symptoms :  —  There  is 
turbance  of  the  system,  and  deeper  bums  paralysis  of  the  left  side  of  the  face,  not 
alone  affect  the'  constitution.  In  scar-  a  muscle  of  which  is  obedient  to  the 
latina,  See.  it  is  true  we  have  great  con-  will ;  the  right  side  is  drawn  somewhat 
ititutaonal  derangement ;  but,  at  the  awry,  and  inciined  downwards ;  the  op- 
same  time,  we  have  the  mucous  mem-  posite,  or  affected  side,  is  drawn  dis- 
brane  internally  diseased,  to  account  tinctly  upwards,  and  considerably  i»- 
for  this.  wards.  The  forehead  presents  a  sin^u- 
Tbe  last  deduction  I  have  to  draw  lar  appearance,,  the  right  half  being 
on  this  subject,  is  relative  to  a  qnea-  furred  with  deep  wrinkles,  the  paralysed 
tion  which  has  been  oflcn  agiutedin  the  "dc  remaining  smooth  and  immoveable 

physiological  world— viz.  whether  the  •  The  two  «»e.  which  follow  hm  been  com. 

skin  on    cicatrized   surfaces  is  renewed  munlcated  by  Mr.  Thomson.— E.  G. 
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under  every  emotion  and  expression  of  tbe  latter  period  of  ber  nregnancjr.   Had 

mind.    Wbeu  be  speaks  or  smiles,  the  five  cbildren  previously,  all  alive  and 

vi^hole  countenance  is  bigbl^  groteamie  bealthful. 

and  ridiculous.  The  lefleye  is  partially  The  eyes  of  the  foetus  are  in  the  ver- 
closed  bj  the  drooping*  of  the  upper  eye-  tex ;  the  nose  is  broad,  and  almost  level 
Jid  ;  is  considerably  weaker  tnan  its  with  the  face ;  the  mouth  lar^ ;  and 
fellow;  and  was  subject,  in  the  early  the  whole  head  (if  the  comparison  be 
periods  of  the  disease,  to  fi^eouent  lacbr^r-  not  odious)  resembles  very  much  that  of 
mation.  When  he  sleeps,  the  left  eye  is  a  toad.  There  w  scarcely  any  neck,  the 
never  fully  closed ;  but  he  thinks  it  head  runnincc  imperceptibly  into  tbe 
more  so  than  it  used  to  be,  accord ingf  to  shoulders  and  body.  It  is  full-grown, 
the  accounts  of  those  who  observed  him.  and  has  no  otlier  peculiarity  except  an 
There  remains  some  motive  power  in  the  imperfect  development  of  the  genital 
upper,  but  none  perceptible  m  the  lower  organs.  There  is  a  scrotum  containing* 
eye-lid.  For  a  long  time  after  the  at-  testes,  but  scarcely  any  likeness  of  a 
tack,  his  speech  was  very  indistinct ;  at  penis.  It  was  still-born,  and  seemed 
present  it  is  greatly  improved,  but  still  never  to  have  respired, 
imperfect.  When  he  eats,  the  masti-  Dissection  shewed  no  occipital  bone, 
cated  food  accumulates  between  the  but  very  extraordinary  attempts  at  for- 
cheek  and  teeth  of  the  paralysed  side  of  mation  in  all  the  other  bones  of  the  era- 
the  face,  which  he  is  necessitated  to  re-  iiium, — none  except  the  temporal  bones, 
move  by  his  fingers.  His  hearing  has  and  those  of  the  internal  ear,  having' 
suffered  a  little,  as  he  supposes,  from  any  distinct,  or  even  distant,  approxi- 
his  complaint,  and  he  is  troubled  at  mation  to  those  of  the  human  subject, 
times  with  ear-aches.  The  sensibility  of  An  entire  absence  of  brainy  matter 
all  parts  of  tbe  face  on  both  sides  is  quite  within  the  cranium ;  no  cerebrum,  cere- 
unaffected.  This  individual  has  never  helium,  or  medulla  oblongata,  or  even 
had  any  treatment  for  this  paralysis  of  resemblances,  could  be  discovered.  Tbe 
the  portio  dura  on  the  left  side  of  the  spinal  cord,  and  other  parts  of  the  ner- 
face,  because,  he  says,  it  does  him  no  vous  system,  complete.  The  great  s^m- 
great  harm,  and  never  affects  his  gene-  pathetic  perfect  m  all  its  connexions 
ral  health.  He  is  quite  well  otherwise,  with  the  spinal  cord, 
with   the  exception  of  his  suffering  a 

little  from  asthma  occasionally.  He  is  Remarks. — That  all  the  nerves  take 
a  great  smoker ;  and  one  of  the  regrets  their  origin  from,  or  are  a  production  of, 
of  bis  disease  is,  that  when  he  puts  the  the  brain,  as  has  been  assumed  by  spe- 
pipe  widiin  his  left  cheek,  he  cannot  culative  physiologists,  is  directlv  op- 
draw  the  smoke.  He  used  also  to  posed  by  this  dissection,  in  which  we 
amuse  himself  with  whistling :  be  has  found  the  spinal  cord  and  other  nerves 
not  been  able  for  seven  years  to  whistle  of  the  body  as  usual,  but  no  cerebral 
a  note.  But  his  principal  regret  is,  that  matter.  That  the  medulla  oblongata 
he  cannot  indulge  his  fondness  for  gives  birth  to  the  spinal  cord,  is  equally 
music,  being  now  unable  to  blow  the  at  variance  with  this  dissection,  in 
flute,of  which  he  used  to  be  an  amateur,  which  we  found  a  spinal  marrow,  but 

no  medulla  oblongata.    These  observa- 

Remark. — A  peculiar  circumstance  tions  agree  with  the  investigations  of 

in  this  case  is,  that  the  paralysed  side  Tiedemann  and  Serres  upon  tbe  foetal 

seems  to  drag  the  other  towards  it,  the  nervous  system.    These  acute  observers 

opposite  of  which  is  generally  found,  found  first  formed  the  spinal  cord ;  then 

and  might  be  expected  from  the  action  the  medulla  oblongata,  the  cerebellum, 

of  the  muscles.  and,  last  of  all,  die  cerebrum.    From 

this  dissection  it  also  appears  that  tbe 

Case  Il.-^Acepkaloui  Fttttu.  great  centre  of  nervous  communication 

May  I4tb,  1834.— Mrs.  O.,  et.  32.  and    commerce,    the    sympathetic,    al- 

was  in  the  usual  progress  of  labour,  ana  though  it  may  communicate  with  the 

at  the  full  period  of  gestation  delivered  sixth  pair,  is  not  an  o^t,  or  branch, 

of  an  acephalous  foetus.    She  had  a  fall  originating  from  these,   as  some  have 

when  about  the  fourth  month  of  her  said,   but  may  exist,  as  in  this  case, 

pregnancy,  since  which  she  has' never  independently  of  the    whole   cerebral 

neen  properly  well ;  and  she  has  been  materiel, 

almost  starved  for  want  of  food  during  
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CASK  OF  some  Bligbt  degree  of  pain;  there  was 

INSIDIOUSLY  FATAL.  tongue  waa  clean ;  the  pulse  soft,  and 
about  as  quick  and  full  as  an  ordinary 

pulse.    I  observed   no  anxious  or  de- 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  sponding    expression    of  countenance. 

His  bowels,  i  understood  from  him,  bad 

Si*>  last  been  open  the  day  before,  or  on  the 

Perhaps  jou  may  consider  the  follow-  Tuesday. 

ing  case  of  hernia  of  sufficient  interest  Four  or  five  hours  before  I  saw  the 

for  publication  in  j^our  ioumal.    It  ap-  patient,  hq  had  been  at  the  DispensaiTy 

pears  to  me  of  considerable  practical  im-  and  had  been  seen  by  the  resident  medi- 

portance,  because  it  shows  now  closely  a  cal  officer,  who  informed  me,  that  after 

patient  who  has  experienced  the  least  making  pressure  for  about  half  an  hour, 

uneasiness  from  an  irreducible  hernia  he  had  reduced  the  greater  part  of  the 

ought  to  be  watched  by  those  about  hernia,  but  that  there  still  remained  a 

him,  even  in  the  total  absence  of  pain  something  in  the  sac ;  that  the  patient 

or  other  symptoms  indicating  constric-  expressed  no  pain  from  the  attempts 

tion  of  the  protruded  parts ;  and  also  be-  made  at  reduction;  and  that  there  were 

cause  it  shows  that  after  those  symptoms  at  that  time  ^twenty-five  hours  before  he 

have  taken  place,  the  patient,  as  in  this  was  found  aead)    no  symptoms  which 

instance, may  live  but  a  very  few  hours;  could  induce  him  to  suspect  strangu- 

and  therefore  it  is  one  of  those  cases  lation. 

which  stronglv  ars^ue  the  propriety  of  With  regard  to  the  previous  history 

operating  for  the  release  of  the  incarce-  of  the  case,  I  could  make  out  but  very 

rated  parts  immediately  upon  danger  be-  little.    I  understood  from   the  patient 

coming  apparent.  that  the  hernia  had  existed  for  tiie  last 

six  or  seven  years ;  that  two  days  before 

William  Clarke,  tet.  63,  a  somewhat  I  saw  him,  he  had  received  a  blow,  as 

debilitated  and  rather  imbecile  sort  of  far  as  I  could  learn,  either  on  the  abdo- 

man,  residing  at  No.  5,  Coles*s*place,  men  or  on  the  hernia ;  that  the  hernia 

Elder- walk,    Islington,    was    admitted  had  since  that  time  caused  him  some 

under  my  care,  at  the  Islington  Dis-  uneasiness,  and  had  increased  in  size, 

fensary,  on  Thursday,  June  5th,  1834.  but  was  not  then  (when  I  saw  him)  so 

first  saw  him  at  3  p.m.  on  this  day  large  as  when  he  went  to  the  dispen- 

(from  sixteen  to  twenty  and  a  half  hours  sar^  four  or  Ave  hours  before.     I  could 

before  he  died).    There  was  a  tumor  on  gam  no  satisfactory  information  from 

the  left  side  of  the  upper  part  of  the  the  patient  as  to  whether  he  had  usually 

scrotum,  about  an  inch  and  a  half  in  been  able,  until  the  last  two  or  three 

width,  and  about  two  inches  in  length,  days,  to  return  the  whole  of  the  pro- 

a  continuation  of  which  might  be  traced  truded  parts  into  the  abdomen, 

upwards  through  the  external  abdominal  The  nemia  havinfic  existed  for  mtinj 

rmg  into  the  inguinal  canal.  years,  the  alwence  ofall  symptoms  indi- 

There  was  little  or  no  impulse  com-  eating  constriction  of  a  portion  of  in- 

municated    to    the    tumor    when    the  testine,  and    the    degree    of    firmness 

patient  coug^hed ;  but  still  its  form  and  about  the  tumor,  induced  me  to  think 

situation  were  sufficient  to  satisfy  me  as  it  probably  an  old  omental  hernia,  and 

to  its  being  hernia.    The  patient,  more-  perhaps  adherent.     Under  these  circum- 

over,  said  that  he  had  been  ruptured  for  stances,  I  directed  the  patient  to  go  to 

the  last  six  or  seven  years.     I  endea-  bed,  to  take  a  small  dose  of  castor-oil, 

voured  to  reduce  it ;  but  after  making  with    tincture    of  senna,  and  in    case 

considerable  pressure  for  about  a  quarter  of  vomitinj^  or  pain  coming  on,  to  send 

of  an  hour,  I  found  not  the  least  diminu-  immediately  to  the  Dispensarj|r.     I  also 

tion  of  its  bulk.     During  this  time,  I  explained  to  some  persons  living  in  the 

repeatedly  asked  the  patient  if  he  felt  house  the  necessity  of  so  doing.  From 

any  pain  from  the  pressure  which  I  these  persons,  and  from  other  inmates 

made,  but  he  invariably  declared  that  he  of  the  house,  I  received  the  following 

felt  none.  information.    The  medicine  was  given 

There  was  no  distention  of  the  abdo-  soon  after  3  p.m.  of  Thursday,  and  re- 

nen,  but  pressure  on  this  part  caused  peated  at  eight,  as  the  bowels  had  not 
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been   acted  on  by  the  first  dose.     Be.  of  serum :  the  intestines  were  distended 

tween  these  hours  of  three  and  eifht,  with   air,  though   not  excessively   so ; 

the  patient  had  three  times  walkeoup  they  contained  a  yellowish  fluid,  were 

and  down  stairs,  from  the  second  to  the  in  parts  of  a  pale  red  colour,  and  their 

ground   floor,  as  quick  and  as  well  as  vessels  much  injected  with  red  blood, 

usual.    At  8  P.M.  on  Thursday  (fifteen  as  also  were  the  vessels  of  the  mesen. 

hours  and   a  half  before  he  was  found  tery.    The  peritoneum  lining  the  walls 

dead)  he  was  last  spoken  with;  when  of  the  abdomen   was  not  in  the  least 
he  locked  the  door  of  his  room,  saying  -  inflamed. 

that  he  had  no  pain,  that  he  felt  himseu  One  point  in  this  case  is  clear,  riz. 

better,  and  should  want  nothing  more  that  if  I  had  operated  when  I  saw  the 

that  night.     He,   however,  was  heard  patient,  his  life  would  very  likelv  have 

groaning  during  the  whole  of  the  night,  Deen   saved;    for  at  that  periocT  there 

from  twelve  tiU  about  seven  the  next  could  not  have  been  constnction  of  the 

(Friday)  morning,  when  he  was  heard  protruded  portion  of  intestine  so  great 

to  get  out  of  bed;  after  which  he  was  as  to  have  put  a  stop  to  the  circulation 

neither  heard  to  move  or  groan.    The  of  blood  in  it,  otherwise  it  must  have 

door  of  his  room  was  broken  open,  at  become  sphacelated,  as  the  patient  lived 

half.past  11  A.M.  of  Friday,  June  6th,  at  least  sixteen  hours  after  I  had  seen 

when  he  was  found    dead — his    body  him.    I  think  it  is  also  clear  that  (at 

cold :  so  that  be  must  have  died  from  the  time  I  saw  the  patient)  it  was  im- 

sixteen  to  twenty  hours  and  a  half  after  possible  to  perceive  that  an  operation 

I  had  seen  him,  and  from  eleven  to  fif-  was  necessary, 

teen  hours  and  a  half  after  he  was  last  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir, 

spoken  with,  and  had  said  that  he  was  Your  obedient  servant, 

in  no  pain,  and   felt    himself  better.  Wh.  Beaumont. 

He   proDably   died    about    the    former       „  „ ._.     -*     * 

penod,  as  his  body  was  quite  cold.   The  MBncheBter-Square^ 

medicine  had  not  operated,  nor  had  he  Jone  26, 1884. 

vomited.    It  is  right  to  state  that  the     ^___^ 

persons  who  heard  him  groaning  were  " 

not  those  to  whom  I  had  given  direc-  ANOMALOUS  LABOUR  CASE. 

tions  to  send  immediately  to  the  Dis. 

pensary  in  case  of  pain  coming  on.  — 

On  examining  the  body  (from  twenty.  -,     .    „,.^        -  ^,     mr  j'    i^ 

n^e  to  thirty  ho?ra  after  death),  I  found  ^^  '**  ^''"^'"  ""f  '*^  i»f*rfic«/  Gazette. 

a  common   inguinal  intestinal  hernia.  gm 

A  loop  of  about  Ave  inches  of  small  in-  t     ai.     V  n     •                 i.           ^v       i* 

testine  was  in  the  hernial  sac,  at  the  ^' .**»*^    following   case   be  worthy  of 

mouth  of  which  the  internal  abdominal  ««5^'  ?f  V  ^'"  "^"?»'  ^^^'?^  "« ,^^  >"" 

rin^  made  firm  constriction  on  the  in-  ^^""S  '^  *"  y^"*"  valuable  journal, 

testiue,  the  coats  of  which  were  much  ^       i^™'  tV^ 

thickened ;  and  though  not  in  a  stote  of  Y*'"''  ^^^^^^  ^Sf^"*' 

sphacelus,  yet  from  their  colour  flmd,  •'^^'^  *•  *1arding. 

with  a  dark  chocolate  tint)  they  seemed  bu  Bftrthoiomew^  Hotpitai, 

fast  apnroaching  that  condition.    The  'o^r  7, 1834. 
strangulated  portion  of  intestine  was 

but  little    distended,    either  with  air.  On  July  1st,  I  was  sent  for  to  attend 

secretion,  or  alimentary  matter.    There  M.  A        ,  a  poor  woman,  residing  in 

was  in  the  sac,  perhaps,  an  ounce  and  a  WhitecrosS'Street,  St.  Luke's.    On  my 

half,  or  two  ounces,  of  a  dark,  reddish  arrival,  at  11  p.m.,  I  found  her  walking 

brown  serum.    The  peritoneal  coat  of  about  the  room.    On  inquiry,  she  told 

the  sac  was  somewhat  inflamed,  being  me  that  she  was  in  her  ninth  month  of 

in  places  of  a  bright,  though  not  deep,  utero-gestation,and  that  the  labour  pains 

red  colour;  it  was  firmly  adherent  to  had  come  on  that  day  at  1  p.m.,  accom- 
the  outer  coat  of  the  sac,  which  was  of    panied  with  a  discharge  of  fluid  auite 

considerable  thickness.    Slight  and  re-  transparent,  and  of  a  chocolate  colour, 

cent  adhesions  were  formed  between  the  with  a  few  coagula  of  blood ;  the  fluid 

sac  and  intestine,  and  to  the  latter  were  amounted  to  about  three  pints.    As  the 

attached   some  shreds  of  lymph.      In  pains  recurred  every  fiwe  minutes,  and 

the  abdomen  there  was  a  small  quantity  rather  severely,  I  requested  her  to  lie  on 
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tbe  bed,  that  I  mijiffat  make  an  exami-  found  it  emptied;  this  membranous  sac 

nation,  to  ascertain  the  progress  of  la*  was  of  a  pyrifbrm  shape,  with  a  werj 

hour,  when  I  found  the  os  uteri  dilated  narrow  cervix,  consisting'  of  three  mem- 

to  the  size  of  a  shillings,  but  c6uld  not  branes,  and  capable  of  containing  about 

make  out  the  presentation :  it  appeared  five  quarts,  but  onl^  four  pints  of  firm 

as  if  the  membranes  were  partially  pro*  coagula  were  found  in  it.     At  its  fundus 

trading  a  little  on  the  rig'nt  side  of^the  was  merely  a  tapering-  cord,  about  three 

cenriz  uteri.    The  pains  still  continued  inches  in  length.     There  were  also  some 

regular    every    dwe    minutes    for    two  gritty  particles  intermixed  with  the  coa- 

hours,  when  they  became  more  frequent,  gula,  but  no  signs  of  any  foetus  or  pla- 

but  not  so  violent.     I  again  made  an  centa.     No  heemorrhage  occurred.     Got 

examination,  'and   found    the    os  uteri  the  patient  into  bed,  and  left  her  a  little 

more  dilated ;   after  which    the  pains  revived. 

became  much  less  freouent,  and  less  Ordered  her  Tr.  Opii,  n^xl.  statim,  c. 
strong  than  before  ;  but  the  parts  Potus.  Nitrat.  grs.  x. 
beinif  relaxed,  I  was  enabled  to  as-  July  4th.-In  the  morning,  on  risiting 
certain  their  condition  more  aficu-  her,  she  was  in  a  most  alarming  state, 
rately,  and  discovered,  as  I  imagined,  xhe  pulse  very  low ;  scarcely  percepti- 
the  placenta  attached  a  little  above  the  ble,  although  quick.  The  tongue  coated 
OS  uten.  The  pains  came  on  now  every  ^itj,  ^  dry  crust  in  the  centre,  with  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  and  very  languidly ;  marginal  redness;  the  papillre  erect, 
but  the  narts  being  relaxed,  the  uterus  Conjunctiva  much  reddened.  Deli- 
very  high  up,  I  gave  the  patient  3 ij.  ^ous,  and  twitchings  of  the  leratores 
ess.  secale  cornut.  with  a  good  eflfect,  ^nguli  oris  alceque  nasi  muscles.  Rc- 
causing  the  uterus  to  contract.  I  deemed  gpiration  quick  and  hurried  ;  skin  hot ; 
it  not  judicious  to  administer  a  second  passed  but  little  water,  and  with  Ian- 
dose.  The  pains  now  were  every  half  cinating  pains.  The  abdomen  much 
hour,  and  very  feeble.    The  patient  af-  distended,  and  exceedingly  painful,  par- 


mxl.,  which  had  the  eflfect  of  composing  but  the    patient  objected.     I  ordered 

her  for  some  time,  when  I  left  her,  de-  hirudines,  xxiv.  abdominis  regioni  by- 

sinng  I  might  be  called  if  required.    It  p^^ast. ;  after  which,  constant  fomen- 

was  now  6  a.m.  ;  three  hours  after  which  tations  of  warm  water. 

I  called  agrain    and  found  her  in  statu  ^^^  Coloc.  Co.  gr.  x.;  Hyd.  Submur. 

yw ;  but  ui  the  interim  about  a  .quart  of  ...     ^^^^  ^  »  g     '^^g    ^.^  ^... 

fluid  was  diwhargred,  accompanied  with  %yr.  Papav.  3iv. ;  Liq.  Ammon.  Acct. 

pain.      There  being    no   unfavourable  Jiss.;  Mist.  Camphor,  Siiiss.;  capiat 

symptom,  I  left  her  again  for  four  hours.  Coch.  ij.     Magn.  Sta.  vel  4ta  qaaq. 

On  my  arrival  again,  the  nurse  told  me  hora. 


rather  fetid  ;  but  as  there  was  no  appear-  gpect ;  but  after  many  applications,  sick- 

ance  of  labour  being  complete  for  some  ness  was  allayed  with  the  eflervescing 

time,  I  requested,  li  any  change  took  draught.      I  also  persevered   with  the 

place,  to  be  sent  for,  and  on  the  following  calomel  and  colocy nth,  which  removed 

morning  (Thursday)  I  was  summoned,  „ost  offensive  motions.     The  patient  is 

when  I  found  the  paUent  much  exhausted  „ow  doing  exceedingly  well, 
—almost  prostrate.   The  pains  had  come 

on  verj suddenly.  I  immediately  made  an  N.B.  The  account  she  gives  is,  that 

examination,  and  found  to  my  surprise  she  had  every  symptom  accompanying 

the  vagina  blocked    up  with  a  large  pregnancy ;  nas  had  three  chilaren  and 

membranous  sac.    On  passing  my  band  one  miscarriage.    About  six  weeks  after 

beyond  it,  and  finding  it  detached,  I  dis-  her  supposed  conception,  she  met  with  a 

lodged  it.     The   liq.  amnii    had    pre-  severe  oiow  on  the  abdomen,  and  the  day 

viously  escaped ;  a  few  coagula  came  previous  to  the  occurrence  of  these  pains, 

awa^ ;   afterwards  about  half  a  pint,  fell  on  her  side ;  she  also  says  that  she 

Fearing    heemorrhage,    I    immediately  has  had  an  offensive  smell  from  the  nose, 

presseaniy  hand  on  into  the  uterus,  and  with  an  unpleasant  taste  in  the  moutli, 
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for  Bome  months ;  the  abdomen  was  very  The  patient  migfht  then  spit  out  the 

livid,  as  were  the  nails;   had  also  cold  plug,  or  it  might  be  lifted  out  of  the 

shiverings    frequently  ;    never   passed  mouth  bv  the  finger  and  thumb,  or  bj 

above  a  tea-cupful  of  urine  at  a  time,  means  of  a  pair  of  forceps.    The  reason 

and  with  pain  ;  the  bowels  were  also  why  I  did  not  remove  the  plug  in  the 

very  costive.    All  these  symptoms  have  above  case  by  this  mode,  was  my  not 

entirely  left  her.     The  quantity  of  fluid  being  in  attendance  at  the  period  when 

discharged  altogether  amounted  to  two  it  was  removed.    Afler  I  had  plugged 

gallons.  up  the  nostril  by  the  posterior  aperture, 

1  refused  to  continue  my  professional 

attendance  on  the  patient,  owing  to  his 

REMOVAL  OF  AN  IMPACTED  PLUG    having  consulted  Dr.  A n  twice  in 

FROM  THE  NOSTRIL.  f^JC  forenoon  of  that  day,  without  advis> 

ing  with  me  on  the  propriety  of  such 

measures, — which  I  consiaerea  as  rather 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  unprofessional  in  the  physician,  and  ex- 
tremely rude  in  the  patient. 
Sir,  The  patient  was  afterwards  attended 
In  your  valuable  journal  of  the  21st  by  the  above  physician,  and  by  the  me- 
instant,  there  is  an  article  under  the  ^ical  gentleman  who  always  had  at- 
title  of  "  Contrivance  for  Extracting  a  tended  the  wife  of  the  patient  during 
Plug  from  the  Nostril,"  which  the  au-  parturition— both  of  them  very  respect, 
thor  of  the  paper  seems  to  consider  an  ^blc  gentlemen,  to  whom  the  profes« 
improved  mode  of  practice ;  perhaps  it  sional  world  is  indebted  for  the  contri- 
may  be  so  to  many  of  the  profession,  vance  for  extracting  the  plug  from  the 
though  none  to  me,  as  I  have  been  in  the  nostril.  The  term  extracting  is,  in 
habit  of  using  an  instrument  for  that  my  opinion,  not  well  applied  in  this 
purpose — witn  which  every  surgeon  case,  inasmuch  as  the  bougie  only  dis. 
ought  to  be  supplied— viz.  a  female  sil-  placed  or  removed  the  plug  from  its 
ver  catheter  inverted.  I  am  the  more  situation,  but  did  not  draw  it  out  of 
anxious  to  submit  to  the  public  my  the  nostril  (as  extraction  means);  no, 
mode  of  removing  the  plug,  when  im-  not  even  when  removed  from  its  im- 
pacted in  the  nostril,  from  my  being  the  pacted  situation. 

turgeoh  who  did  no^  attach  any  posterior  I  would  not,  Mr.  Editor,  have  thus  en- 

thread  to  the  plug,  as  mentioned  in  the  croacfaed  on  your  valuable  page8,butfrom 

above  case  of  your  correspondent  M.  D.  a  remark  in  the  concluding  sentence  of 

It  was,  however,  no  omission  in  me,  as  your  correspondent's  letter,  which  might 

I  always  considered  the  posterior  thread  nave  an  injurious  effect  on  my  practice— 

a  veiy  great   annoyance,    as  well   as  viz.  *'^T\iw^9Ji  accidental  omistionta^y 

risk,  to  the  patient, — more  especially  lead  to   an   improved  practice,"    ^c; 

when  I  could  always  remove  the  plug,  thereby    intimating  a  neglect  on  my 

both  safely  and  easily,  from  its  situa-  part ;  and  as  such  neglect  is,  by  the 

tion,  however  impacted,  by  passing  the  public,   considered  more  frequently  to 

threads  (attached  to  it  by  tne  anterior  proceed   from   want  of  skill  than  from 

parts  of  the  nostril)  through  the  large  want  of  attention— to  the  great  detri- 

opening  of  the  female  (silver)  catheter,  ment  of  any  practitioner—^  therefore 

and  gently  introducing  the  instrument  hope   you   will  insert  this  short  paper, 

into  tne  anterior  opening  of  the  nostril,  and  allow  me  once  more  to  affirm  that 

until  it  came  in  contact  with  the  plug,  the  want  of  a  posterior  thread  in  the 

thus  forming  by  its  strength  and  curva-  aforementioned  operation,  was  no  omit- 

ture    a    most    efficient  canula.      Then  *ion  on  my  part,  but  in   consistency 

twisting  the  threads  around  the  end  of  with   my  improved  mode  of  practice ; 

the  index  finger,  I  brought  my  thumb  the    superior  utility    of  which   I   beg 

to  the  (perforated)  end  of  the  catheter,  leave  to  submit  to  the  decision  of  the 

so  as  to  assist  the  finger,  and  cause  profession. — I  remain,  sir, 

pressure  on  the  plug  by  the  end  of  the  Your  obedient  servant, 

instrument,  and  with  the  least  possible  Thos.  Buchanan. 

force  could  always  remove  the  plug  into  huU,  June  26  18S4. 
the  fauces;  and  the  threads  being  cut 

close  to  the  instrument,  the  catheter  was  — 
easily  withdrawn  from  the  nostril. 
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OXYGENATION   OF  THE   FCETAL  '«>*,  detain  it  some  considerable  time  in 

BLOOD.  ^^ii*  tortuous  and  dilated  trunks,  and 

reconveyinjp  it  to  the  maternal  system, 

deprived  of  those  principles  of  life  and 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  nourishment  which  it  has  afforded  to  the 

foetal  vessels." 

Sii^y  The  latter  assumption,  as  a  {general 
In  attempting"  an  answer  to  the  inouiij  principle,  we  know  to  be  contrary  to  all 
of  Mr.  Phillips  (contained  in  the  Medi-  analog^r ;  and'  it  is  probable  there  is 
cal  Gazette  of  June  28th),  respectincf  some  mistake  in  its  specific  application, 
the  decarbonization  of  the  foetal  blood.  The  blood,  the  moment  it  has  escaped 
many  difficulties  naturally  present  them-  from  the  extremities  of  the  arteries,  and 
selves,  arising  from  the  almost  impossi-  is  yet  in  the  venous  capillaries,  has  be- 
bility  of  obtaininj^  direct  evidence  of  come  completely  carbonised,  and  is  as 
the  facts — from  the  obscurity  thrown  totally  unnt  for  the  purposes  of  life  as  it 
over  many  of  the  functions  of  uterine  is  when  it  reaches  the  ng^ht  side  of  the 
life— and  from  the  yet  unsettled  physio-  heart.  There  appears  something  in  the 
logical  question  of  the  doctrine  of  re-  ^cry  constitution  of  a  vein  repugnant  to 
spiration.  Dr.  Robert  Lee,  by  his  re-  the  r«f^«/ton  of  arterial  blood.  The  mag- 
cent  experiments,  has  succeeded  in  nitude  of  the  vasculaV  orifices,  and 
deciding  the  long-con tested  point  re-  the  state  of  irritability  into  which  the 
garding  the  double  placental  circula-  gravid  uterus  is  thrown,  will  not  go 
tion.  There  is  now  no  doubt  of  the  lar  in  elucidating  the  theory  of  a 
fact,  that  the  embryo  is  not  only  nur-  stagnation  of  blood.  The  change 
tured  by  its  own  blood,  formed  with  its  which  the  blood  undergoes,  or  effects, 
body,  and  increasing  with  its  growth ;  here,  as  in  other  parts  of  the  system, 
but  it  also  derives  nutriment  from  the  takes  place  at  the  moment  of  its  trans- 
maternal  blood  by  venous  absorption,  mission  from  the  arteries  to  the  veins. 
The  gross  materiel  of  the  mother's  The  appearance  of  "  cells,**  which  the 
blood  can  never  enter  the  placenta,  ow-  identiners  of  the  nlancenta  with  the 
ing  to  a  mechanical  obstruction,  the  lung9  have  observed,  has  been  proved 
membrana  decidua  being  interposed  be«  very  satisfactorily  to  be  fallacious, 
tween  the  umbilical  vessels,  perfectly  As  to  the  change,  and  the  method  by 
entire,  and,  when  unruptured,  present-  which   that  change  is  effected,  in  the 


a  congeries  of  umbilical  vessels,  not  directly  to  the  question  of  Mr.  Phillips : 
containing  a  maternal  portion,  or  pos-  "  Does  the  blood  absorb  oxygen  in 
sessing  cellular  structure.*'  its  passage  through  the  lungs?"  Ac- 
But  the  blood  of  the  fiBtus  must  un-  coraiug  to  Stevens,  this  docs  take 
dergo  some  change,  or  vitality  could  not  place ;  but  not  in  the  manner  gene- 
be  supported.  Dr.  Ramsbotham,  in  rally  explained.  He  says,  '*  the  ab- 
summiiig  up  the  result  of  his  experi-  sorption  of  oxygen  is  not,  as  is  sup- 
ments,  remarks,  '*The  double  circula-  posed  by  most  writers,  the  first  step 
tion,  then— that  of  the  uterus  and  that  m  the  process  of  respiration ;  for  the  first 
of  the  placenta— are  perfectly  distinct  effect  of  the  oxygen  in  the  lungs  is 
from  each  other,  and  appear  to  be  car-  instantly  to  attract  the  carbonic  acid 
ried  on  in  the  following  manner :— the  and  bring  it  to  itself;  but  carbonic  acid 
apermatic  and  uterine  arteries,  entering  does  not  possess  any  attraction  for  nure 
tne  uterus  in  the  most  tortuous  manner  air,  and  for  this  very  reason,  blood 
possible,  are  determined,  in  the  greatest  which  is  saturated  with  this  acid  cannot 
number,  and  of  the  largest  calibre,  to  attract  oxygen  into  the  circulation.  In 
thatspot  where  the  placenta  has  attached  the  commencement  of  the  process,  the 
itself,  and  speedily  terminate  in  the  air  is  the  active  agent,  and  removes  the 
uterine  yeins  or  sinuses  by  larger  extrc-  acid  from  the  circulation  ;  but  when  this 
mitiea  than  are  observed  in  other  parts  is  effected,  the  blood  then  becomes  the 
of  the  body.  The  veins  having  received  acting  power,  and  attracts  a  portion, 
the  blood,  which  has  as  yet  not  become  of  atmospheric  air,  which  contains  oxy- 
ritiated  by  the  loss  of  its  vital  proper-  gen    and  nitrogen,   equal  in   quantity 

345.--XIV.  2  M 
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to  that  which  bad  been   used   in  the  nounced  "  that  Dr.  Robert  Lee  is  still 
extreme  circulation*."     But  althoug-h  pursuing^  his  inaairies  on  the  subject," 
this  majr    be,   and    is    doubtless,    the  and  that  you  **  nare  not  learned  that 
case      with     regard     to     atmospheric  there  has  been  any  change  of  opinion." 
air,   it    has    never    yet    been    proved  What  this  ^^  subject^*  maybe  is  left  to 
that  pure  blood  possesses  the  property  the  conjecture  of  your^  readers ;  but  as 
of  abstracting  all    the    carbonic  acid  it  refers  to  an   "opinion"    in  which 
from  venous  blood,  and  of  rendering  it  there  has  been  no  change,  (a  mode  of 
arterial.     We  know  that  oxygen  exists  expression   which   implies   that  it  has 
in  the  circulation,  but  it  seems  scarcely  been  the  subject  of  controversy,)   it  is 
probable  that  enough  is  absorbed  by  probably  connected  with  the  structure 
the  lungs,  or  that  a  sufficiently  extensive  and  office  of  the  placenta.     If  this  be  so, 
surface  of  pure  blood  is  presented  to  the  I  am  at  a  loss  to  reconcile  what  you  are 
mass  of  the  impure  foetal  circulation  to  at  present  "  enabled  to  state,"  with  a 
render  it  completely  arterial,    I  am  of    former  assertion,  which  seemed  equally 
opinion  that  comparatively  little  is  re-  upon  authority,  in  your  review,  exactly 
.  quisite.     If  foetal  blood   m   the  lower  a    twelvemonth     since,     of    Velpeau^ 
animals  be  examined,  it  will  be  found  splendid   work*.     It    is    there    stated, 
to  differ  very  little  in  the  arteries  and  "  that  Dr.  R.  Lee,  to  obviate  any  fallacy, 
veins  tbrougfhoift  the  body.    In  the  one  examined  a  gravid  uterus  in  the  eighth 
there  is  none  of  that  bright,  florid,  ar-  month,  in  which  he  had  previously  coa- 
terial  scarlet;  nor  in  the  other  the  dark,  gulated  the  maternal   blood.     He   was 
or  modena  red,  of  breathing  animals :  able  to  satisfy  himself  and  Mr.  Law- 
it  appears  to  keep  a  middle  course  be-  rence,  who  was  present  at  the  examina- 
tween  the  two  extremes,  and  it  would  tion,  that  coagula  of  the  maternal  blood 
have  been  reasonable,  ^priori,  to  expect  extended  from  some  of  the  openings  in 
that  such  would  be  the  fact.     The  wear  the  lining  membrane  of  the  uterus  into 
and  tear  of  independent  existence  has  canals  formed  by  the  deciduous  mem- 
not   yet  commenced^    the    carbonised  branes  on  the  margin  of  the  placenta, 
solids  are  not  removed  with  rapidity;  These  vessels  or  channels  in  the  decidua 
there  is  little  occasio^  for  the  evolution  could  be  traced   only  a  short  distance 
of  superfluous  animal  heat;  no  breath-  along  the  margin  ot  the  placenta,  and 
ing  is  required,  and  but  slight  exhala-  between  the  lobes." 
tion  from  the  skin.     Blood  of  the  same  It  cannot  but  be  in  the  recollection  of 
properties  is  sent  into  the  lungs,  which  your  readers,  that  Dr.  R.  Lee  had  pre- 
circulates  through  the  body.     The  ani-  viously  stated  the  decidua  to  be  an  im- 
mal  is  merely  ve^fctating ;  and  although  pervious  membrane,  and  that  no  portion 
we  are  justified  m  the  conclusion  that  of  the  blood  of  the  mother    found  its 
the  blood  of  the  embryo  is  acted  upon  way  into  the  placenta ;  and  it  is  scarcely 
by  the  maternal  fluid,  and  undergoes  necessary  to  point  out  the  discrepancy 
some   slight  change,  we   are  not  war-  between  these  two  opinions.     To  which, 
ranted  by  facts  in  admitting  the  theory  then,  I  would  as1(,  does  this  eminent  pbv- 
of  the  oxygenation  of  foetal  blood  to  its  siologist  now  adhere  ?    Confiding  in  the 
full  extent.  accuracyof  your  rcnresentation  in  1833, 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  I   was  pleased  witn  the  candour  which 
Your  obedient  servant,  dictated  the  apparently  authoritative  an- 
R.  H.  Allnatt,  M.D.  nouncemeut,  as  it  proved  that  Dr.  R. 
WaiUogford,  July  8, 1834.  Lee  was  disposed  to  yield  his  former  im- 

pressions,  when  subsequent  observation 

nad  convinced  him  of  his  error,  and  to 

CONNEXION  BETWEEN  the  PLA-  follow  the  truth  whithersoever  it  might 

CENTA  AND  THE  UTERUS.  lead  him,  aud  as  it  tended  to  establish 

the   accuracy  and   fidelity  of  William 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  Hunter,  who  had  previously  described 

the  same  canals,  which  he  considered  to 

SiR,  be  veins.    "  All  around,"  says  this  dis- 

In  the  notice  to  correspondents,  in  your  tinguished  British   anatomist,  **  at  the 

journal  of  the  21st  instant,  it  is  an-  very  edge  of  the  placenta,  there  are  a 

•  Stevens  on  the  BloofI,  pp.  &4,  55.  *  Medical  Goseltr,  June  2'J,  16SS. 
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great  number  of  these  veins ;  and  many  former  '*  opinioru^^  of  Dr.  Robert  Lee 

of  tbem  run  a  Htde  way  in  the  direc-  upon  the  subject, 

tion  of  tangents  to  a  circle,  in  the  yery  It  nia^  no^,  therefore,  be  considered 

angle  between  the  membranes  and  the  as  satisfactorily  ascertained,  by  the  con- 

Elacenta.  When  thej  have  been  filled  current  observations  of  all  British  ana- 
y  injection,  while  the  placenta  and  tomists  and  obstetricians,  that  maternal 
membranes  adhere  to  the  uterus,  and  in  blood  does  find  its  way  into  the  sub- 
that  state  are  seen  from  the  inside  stance  of  the  placenta ;  and,  if  so,  it  is 
through  the  amnion  and  chorion,  many  equally  clear  tliat  it  must  get  back 
of  them  appear  evidently  to  collect  their  again  ;  and  I  believe,  moreover,  with 
smaller  branches  from  the  adjacent  parts  the  Hunters,  Burns,  Ley,  Stanley,  and 
of  the  decidua  and  of  the  uterus,  and  Mavo,  that  in  conformity  with  the'  usual 
throw  their  trunks  into  the  placenta*.'*  nu>de  of  circulation  in  the  humau  body. 
These  canals  may  be  always  traced  blood  is  poured  into  the  placenta  by  very 
about  the  margin  of  the  placenta,  but  small  arterial  trunks,  and  that  its  re- 
they  exist  equally  over  its  whole  sur-  turn  is  secured  by  those  deciduous  ca- 
face,  although  they  are  frequently  ren-  nals,  which,  like  the  holes  upon  a 
dered  indistinct  by  compression,  either  sponge,  ^x  themselves  to  the  open  ori- 
from  the  action  of  the  fibres  during  nces  of  the  uterine  veins,  into  which 
labour,  or  from  forcible  injection  after  the  blood,  agreeably  ^ith  the  descrip- 
death.  They  are  mentioned  by  Dr.  tion  of  John  Hunter,  is  squeezed*  by  the 
Ley,  in  his  paper  on  the  Placenta,  and  gradually  increasing  distention  of  the 
represented  by  nim  as  formed  of  lamel-  placenta. — I  am,  sir, 
lated  decidua,  and  as  leading  obliquely  Your  obedient  servant, 
from  the  placenta  to  those  apertures  H.  Hughson. 
upon  the  surface  of  the  uterus  to  which  London,  June  27. 1684. 
Dr.  R.  Lee  has  so  particularly  adverted, 

but  which  had  been  previously  described  [We  must  leave  Dr.  R.  Lee  to  speak  for 

by  Albinus,  Sanctonnus,  Wallace  John-  himself.— Ed.  Gaz.] 
son,  Morgagni,  Astruc,  Buxton,  Donald 

and  Alexander  Monro,  Roederer,  and  ^          ,       —                      ■             _     -= 

almost  every  writer  of  eminence  of  the  li^cirvir*  a  T     r^  Krw  w?rwyrryt^ 

last   century.      The    same    deciduous  MriUlUALj  LrAil^ri  1  1  Ci. 

canals  were  soon  after  still  more  minute-  Saturday,  July  12,  1834. 

ly  described   by   Messrs.   Stanley  and  

Mayo  in  their  joint  communication;  and  „.,    .        ,.      ,,    »    ,, „,    .,    ... 

^,     -^               .•'j          ^       '  J.       A.         „  "  Licet  omnibus,  licet  etiam  mllii,  dlraltRtem 

these  experienced  anatomists,  after  exa-  ^^^^^  j^^^.^  ^„„, ,  p„i^,j„  „„d^  reniendi  in 

mining   minutely    preparations    in    the  publicum  Kit,  dtcendi  peHcalum  non  recuso.*' 

Museum  of  the   College  of  Surgeons,  -                                                 Cickro. 

adopted   the    conclusion,    that   "  there  

exist,  formed  in  the  decidua,  and  ter-  XHE  WARBURTONIAN  PROCEED- 

roinating    on,    or   extending    into    or  h^gS  about  MEDICAL  REFORM, 
through  the  substance  of  the  placenta, 

regular  channels,  one  class  of  which  is  The    parliamentary    session    fast    ap- 

continuous  with  and  receives  blood  from  proaches  to  a  close,  and  the  Committee 

the  utenne  arteries,  while  the  other  is  '^       •  *  j  *    -^     *^  :..*^  «,«^:««i  „a*„:». 

coDtinuous  with   and  returns  blood  to  appomted  to  inquire  into  medical  affa.™ 

the  uterine  veins."  s^"  continues  its  weary  labours.     Peo- 

This  statement,  which,  from  the  al-  pie  begin  to  grow  impatient,  and  ask 

temative  propositions  it  involves,  wants  ^j^g  another    when    those    labours  arc 

much  oftte  usual  pcrsnicuity  and  a^^^^  likely  to  have  an  end.     No  small  alarm, 

racy  of  these  generally  lucid  writers,  .    ,  -^ ,           , ,                   .              .  .      i 

adibirably  coincides  with  the  account  of  indeed,  would   seem  to  be  entcrtamed 

the   Hunters,  corroborates  their  views  by  those  who,  looking  at  the  number, of 

derived  from  the  same  preparations,  of-  witnesses  already  examined,  the  list  of 

fers  a  most  importeut  tribute  to  their  jjj      j^   examined,  and  the  ap. 

correctness  and  truth,  and  strengthens  r^'''"                         .     i      r      _*•     r 

the  more*  recent,  in  preference  to  the  parently  endless  arrivals  of  parties  from 

•  all  quarters,  anxious  to  give  evidence, 

•  Anatomy  of  GniTid  uuru.,  p.  45.  can  sec  no  probability  of  any  thing  like 
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a  speed  J  termination  of  these  prelimi-  be  among- the  beauties  most  prominent  in 

uaries  for  wholesale  law-making'.    We  what  they  have  said,  no  matter — their 

believe,  however,  we  are  warranted  in  od  is  answered.    They  will  have  ap- 

stating  that  the  government  have  be-  peared    "  before     parliament ;"     their 

come  alarmed   at  the   great  expense*  "  suggestions"  will  have  been  accepted, 

already  incurred,  and  that  we  shall  veiy  and  placed  upon  record  at  the  public 

soon  have  to  announce  the  close  of  this  expense, 

protracted  inquiry.  It  is  surely  not  to  be  wondered  at 

We  are,  we  must  confess,  of  the  num-  that  many  have  formed  the  notion,  that 
ber  of  those  who  anticipate  no  great  it  has  long  since  been  determined  to 
good—at  least  none  at  all  commensurate  proceed  no  further  this  session  than 
with  the  pains  taken  and  the  time  ex-  to  receive  evidence.  As  it  is,  the 
pended  —  from  the  multiplication  of  time  has  gone  over,  and  is  nearly  ex- 
persons  now  every  day  admitted  to  pired  ;  and  we  doubt  what  good  account 
testify  and  state  their  volunteered  (if  can  be  given  of  it.  The  Committee  no- 
not  gratuitous)  opinions.  We  had  minally  sits  almost  daily  ;  but  it  is  Mr. 
hopes,  in  the  commencement  of  the  Warburton  alone  who  can  be  said  to 
proceedings,  that  a  few  months  would  constitute  that  body;  he  is  the  Com- 
amply  suffice  to  obtain  all  the  evi-  mittee  in  his  own  person ;  seldom  have 
dence  needed  for  founding  a  systema-  we  found  him  assisted  by  above  one  or 
tic  and  legalized  arrangement  of  the  two  members  at  a  time,  and  they  more 
profession,  and  of  professional  educa-  like  casual  visitors  than  persons  engaged 
tion ;  and  seeing  the  abundance  of  in  a  serious  inquiry :  frequently  the 
information  procured  by  the  Committee  chairman  has  been  witbout'a  single  as- 
during  the  first  few  weeks  of  its  sit-  sessor;  and  so  little,  indeed,  do  the 
ting,  from  the  examination  of  the  proceedings  seem  to  attract  the  attention 
heads  of  tlie  profession  in  England,  of  any  body  of  late,  that  with  the  excep- 
together  with  the  most  eminent  general  tion  of  a  few  loungers  at  the  bar,  Mr. 
practitioners  that  the  country  can  Warburton,  the  short-hand  writer,  and 
boast  of,  we  expected  that  not  only  the  witness,  have  been  the  only  occu- 
the  foundation  was  laid,  but  that  pants  of  the  Committee-room.  Matters 
the  superstructure  already  was  in  a  were  in  a  very  different  state  at  first : 
great  measure  advanced,  of  a  system  the  novelty  of  the  thing,  and  the 
likely  to  give  general  satisfaction,  importance  of  the  persons  called  on  to 
Months  and  months,  however,  have  give  their  evidence,  in  the  earlier  por- 
since  gone  by,  and  we  cannot  find  that  tion  of  the  inquiry,  used  to  attract  a 
any  thing  more  has  been  done  than  al-  daily  crowd ;  but  now,  what  with  the 
lowing  a  number  of  obscure  teachers  tediousness  of  the  process  of  examina- 
about  town,  and  many  more  gentlemen  tion— and  truly  it  is  tedious  to  an  ex- 
than  was  at  all  requisite  from  the  pro-  treme  degree — and  what  with  the  eter- 
viuces,  to  come  forward  and  to  tender  tes-  nal  sameness  of  the  questions  and  an- 
timony which  we  rather  fancy  will  look  swere,  unless  where  some  merely  local 
not  a  little  odd  in  print :  but  to  appear  in  arrangements,  only  interesting  to  par- 
print  will  be  to  the  parties,  no  doubt,  ties  immediately  concerned,  are  gone 
their  great  reivard ;  and  whether  repe-  into,  it  is  not  strange  that  the  benches 
titionsa^fnauieant,  or  self-contradictions,  should  be  deserted  by  all  who  are  not 
• —  obliged  to  attend,  and  that  the  medi- 

r  .^^'^^^f'^^*"*"'^*  ™"/ ®'*^*''""*®'**  c*!    public    should  cease  alto&rether  to 

piloted,  the  wUnesiMflroma  diitauce are  ftUowed  ,     '^                           .       .       ,      .              « 

tLeir  travtfiung  expenses,  and  a  guinea  a-day.  take  any  interest  in  the  business,  fur- 
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ther  tfatn  to  inquire  occasional! j  if  it  chances  cannot  but  be  verj  unequal 
will  ever  be  over,  and  when  there  is  any  where  »o  monstrous  an  undertaking  de- 
likelihood  of  the  Committee  proceed-  yolres  on  an  individual,  and  where  the 
ing  to  report .  legislation  for  a  whole  profession  is  left 

Here,  however,  there  seems  first  a  mainly  to  depend  on  the  ability  of  one 

certain  small  difficulty  to  be  overcome,  man.     We  have  as  high  an  opinion  of 

The  mass  of  evidence  already  collected,  the  talents  of  the  chairman  of  the  Me- 

and   which,  if  it  be  worth  any  thing,  dical  Committee  as    any   of  his    best 

will   require    to  be   well    sifled,  what  friends  ought  to  have  :  we  know  that  the 

glutton  of  the    first    magnitude    will  great  experience  he  has  had  for  years  in 

undertake  to  digest  ?     The  labour  of  the  concerns  of  medical  polity,  and  the 

amassing  the  material  is  nothing  com-  deep  attention  he  has  bestowed  on  the 

pared  to  that  which  will  be  required  for  external  arrangements  of  the  profession, 

rendering  it  available ;  and  if  Mr.  War-  render  him  perhaps  the  fittest  man  in 

burton  has  found  it  impossible  to  keep  England  for  the  important  post  he  occu- 

his  Committee-men  together,  to  collect  pies.     But  all  this  sort  of  qualification 

materials    for   the    banquet,   what    is  has  its  limits :   there  are  circumstances 

to  become  of  him  when  he  is  left  all  which  beset  an  individual  so  situated, 

alone  to  devour  the  numerous  dishes  ?  from  which  it  is  not  easy  for  him  to  ex- 

If  he  decline  the  task  through  utter  ina-  tricate  himself   The  temptation,  so  cap- 

bility,  after  having  fairly  attempted  it,  tivating  to  human  nature,  to  overvalue 

nobody  will  be  much  surprised ;  but  if  certain  opinions,  good  enough  in  their 

he  do  not  wish  to  get  himself  into  such  way.  but  not  so  supremely  and  intrinsi- 

a  predicament — if  he  have  made  up  his  cally  excellent  as  to  warrant  theexlrava- 

mind  to  reject  the  job,  should  it  be  at-  gant  value  set  upon  them,  is  one  danger 

tempted  to  impose  it  on  him  alone—  to  which  a  person  in  the  condition  of  the 

why  go  on  adding  to  the  accumulation  honourable  chairman  is  exposed.  But  this 

of  difficulties  ?  is  perhaps  not  the  greatest  danger :   we 

But  suppose  Mr.  Warburton,  with  the  can  imagine  a  highly-gifted  man  placed 
spirit  and  perseverance  of  another  Her-  in  some  such  extraordinary  predicament 
cules,  should  undertake  the  whole  digest,  as  that  of  an  enchanter,  who  calls  up 
have  we  reason  to  expect  that  much  real  powerful  spirits  by  his  charms,aud,  grow- 
good  will  accrue  to  the  profession  ?  The  ing  more  and  more  bold,  and  beside  him- 
labours  of  the  Committee,  in  appearance  self,  will  have  at  last  the  whole  legion  up 
only,  but  actually  the  labours  of  Mr.  War-  before  him.  They  come  in  multitudes, 
burton,willof  course  be  tendered  to  par-  and  encroach  as  much  as  they  dare  do 
liament  with  all  due  formality :  but  what  on  the  little  protective  circle,  within 
great  importance  can  be  attached  to  the  which  they  may  not  pass.  Unhappily, 
result  of  the  deliberations  of  a  single  he  grows  confused,  forgets  the  counter- 
mind,  engaged  on  a  subject  that  would  spell  by  which  he  may  dismiss  his 
require  the  united  co-operation  in  coun-  visitants :  they  perceive  him  at  fault-— 
cil  of  at  least  a  dozen  of  the  cleverest  grow  bold  in  their  turn— make  strange 
beads  in  the  country  ?  What  hope  demands  upon  him — and  threaten  to 
can  there  be,  under  these  circumstances,  work  him  mischief,  which  they  will  do 
that  any  arrangement  will  be  arrived  at  if  he  does  not  recover  his  potent  spell 
which  can  give  satisfaction  to  the  whole  and  lay  them. 

body  of  the  profession  ?    Tt  will  cer-  We  cannot,  in  truth,  see  the  host  of 

tainly  be  as  surprising  as  gpratifying  to  witnesses  pressing  forward  from  such 

us  if  it  should  so  happen ;  but  we  hesi-  various  quarters— from  city,  town,  hain- 

tate  to  be  very  sanguine  about  it.    The  let,   village,  and  open  country*  from 
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bejond  the  "vasty  deep"  itself ^from  will  be  in  the  highest  degree jansatis- 
the  sister  kingdom — all  thronging  to  factory  should  parliament  break  up 
the  chamber  at  St.  Stephen's— without  without  any  sign  of  a  practical  issue,-^ 
thinking  of  our  friend  the  enchanter,  should  the  session  conclude  without  any 
and  trembling  for  him  lest  he  should  not  thing  in  the  way  of  medical  arrange, 
retain  his  power  oyer  his  visitors  when  ment  being  concluded.  In  short,  we 
they  arrive.  Verily,  we  apprehend  cannot  close  these  remarks  on  the  pro- 
these  proceedings  will  have  the  effect  of  ceedings  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
bringing  out  from  tlie  shell  many  an  St  Stephen's  chapel,  without  deploring 
embryo  medical  politician :  and  the  the  lapse  of  so  many  i||pnths  since  they 
hope  of  throwing  light  upon  the  present  were  entered  upon,— proceedings  which 
difficult  state  of  things  in  the  profes-  still  have  no  visible  termination,  bat 
sional  world,  by  being  permitted  to  which  we  are  not  without  hope  may,  by 
give  evidence  before  parliament,  has  a  little  decisive  energy,  in  accordance 
already,  we  fancy,  acted  as  a  powerful  with  the  hint  which  has  been  given  in  the 
stimulant  on  many  who  happened  to  proper  quarter^  be  speedily  brought  to 
have  the  mischievous  seeds  of  ambition  the  conclusion  of  what  may  be  considered 
for  notoriety  lurking  within  them.  their  first  act  Several  other  acts  re- 
It  of  course  rests  with  the  Com-  main  to  be  performed  before  the  piece  be 
mittee,  or  rather  with  Mr.  Warburton,  its  completed.  For  this  we  are  fully  pre- 
prime  and  almost  its  sole  mover,  to  deter-  pared ;  but  time  wears  on  apace ;  a  pro- 
mine  whether  this  system  shall  at  rogation  of  parliament  cannot  be.  far  off, 
once  be  ended,  or  spun  out  yet  a  nay,  even  a  dissolution  (which,  we  un- 
little  longer.  In  our  humble  opinion,  derstand,  would  prevent  the  evidence 
enough,  and  more  than  enough,  has  from  being  officially  available)  is  possi- 
already  been  effected  to  enable  the  ble ;  and  surely  the  manag^era  will  not 
Committee  to  proceed  with  the  other  part  commit  such  an  errorasto  spin  out  thefirst 
of  their  weighty  duties, — to  enter  upon  division  of  their  performance  for  the  sake 
the  investigation  of  the  mass  of  evidence  of  allowing  some  of  the  small  fry  of 
now  before  them,  and  to  think  of  draw-  actors  to  tire  the  patience  of  the  public, 
ing  up  their  Report  betimes.  Enough  until  the  curtain  abruptly  falls,  leaving 
surely  has  been  done  in  the  way  of  con-  the  hope-sick  audience  to  go  their  ways 
ciliation^  by  allowing  some  of  the  very  in  dudgeon  and  discontent, 
meanest  of  our  contemporaries  to  think 
themselves  of  importance,  because  suf-  ~~~~* 

fered  to  volunteer  and  vent  their  flip-  DEATH  OF  ST.  JOHN  LONG. 

pant  nothings  befpre  the  public.     It  is 

a  harmless  thing,  to  be  sure,  in  some  Mr.  St.  John  Long  died  at  his  house,  in 

sense,    that   such  a  conn»e    should  be  ?"!^^;^*rhi?"  ^"*^*^'  ^l  ^\  *"" 

'  ,    ,  , ,  ,  stant,  of  what  the  newspapers  have  been 

adopted  ;  but  we  would  put  it  to  those  instructed  to  call  hiemorrhage  from  the 
who  have  the  power  to  order  it  other-  lungs,  but  which  we  have  reason  to  he- 
wise,  whether  their  time  and  patience  Jieve  was  common  pulmonary  consump- 
might  not  be  better  employed  ?  ^on,  accompanied  V  spitting  of  blood. 
*  ,  ,  -  .1^.1  !•  He  was  unquestionably  the  most  success- 
We  happen  to  know  that  the  sense  of  fuiqu^ck  of  the  day- at  least  in  one  sense 
almost  all  the.  well-informed  members  of  the  word — while  the  complaint  which 
of  the  profession  on  this  point  is,  that  proved  fatal  to  him  forms  a  curious  com- 
enouirh  was  long  since  done,  or  might  mcntary  on  the  blind  and  imbecile  cre- 

1.        u        J  *     -11       ^r  tki^^  k»  dulity   of  his  dupes.      He  could   not 

have  been  done,  to  allow  of  thmgs  by  ^^^J  .^^  ^j^,f  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^j^ 

this  time  being  brought  into  a  train  of  ^asc  which  he  pained  a  fortune  by  pre- 

considerable  forwardness;    and  that  it  tending  to  cure  ! 
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VHUM  THK 

LONDON    DISPENSARY. 

Br  R.  R.  Robinson,  Esq. 
Surf  eon  to  that  Inititutlon. 

Case  I. — IneipUnl  Jnflanunation  of  the  Breatt 
J'fcm  ditteution  tjf  the  iactiferom  tubes 
'■^Abtcea  prevented. — Excoriated  Nipples. 

Anne  Rdssel,  set.  34,  admitted  April 
25tb,  is  suckling;  has  bad  irritable  ex- 
coriated nipples  some  time. 

Ung.  Zinci.  Lot  Plumbi.  Mist.  Cath. 
Ant.  bis  die. 

May  20th. — She  did  not.  apply  again 
until  to-day,  when  she  stated  that  the 
nipples  soon  got  well  under  the  means 
employed,  but  complained  of  great  pain, 
redness,  and  swelling  of  the  right  breast, 
which  is  exceedingly  hard,  in  a  great 
measure  from  excessive  distention  of  the 
lactiferous  tubes.  Glasses  were  applied 
to  the  breasts,  by  which  much  milk  was 
removed,  and  great  relief  afforded:  some 
fever. 

Lot.  Plumb.  Pulvis  purg.  statim: 

23d. — Pain  and  inflammation  entirely 
gone.    This  day  discharged,  cured. 

Case  IL  —  Mammary    Abtcess^  wicimnected 
with  Lactation f  speedily  cured  by  puncture, 

Mary  Jones,  ast  34,  admitted  25th  Fe. 
bmary;  not  married;  has  had  pain,  red- 
ness, and  hardness  of  the  right  breast 
several  days.  There  is  now  a  circum- 
scribed abscess  at  the  inferior  parts  of  this 
breast;  skin  covering  it  very  tender  to 
the  touch ;  some  fever.  A  lancet  was  put 
Into  it,  and  upwards-  of  half  an  ounce  of 
healthy  pus  evacuated,  with  relief. 

Mist.  Salin.  Ant.  ter  die;  P.  P.  3i. 

March  1st. — Much  easier;  inflammation 
considerably  diminished;  discharge  tri- 
fling ;  parts  consolidating. 

8th.  —  Quite  easy ;  puncture  healed. 
Discharged. 

Case  IIL — Simple  Mammary  Abiceu  durir^ 
Lactation,  cured  by  puncture. 

Mary  Agar,  set  27,  admitted  the  25th 
March;  confined  five  months  ago;  has 
had  pain,  redness,  and  swelling,  in  the 
right  breast  three  weeks ;  there  is  now  a 
circumscribed  swelling  in  the  upper  and 
outer  part  of  this  breast,  with  a  distinct 
fluctuation.  An  incision  was  made,  which 
let  out  Ji.  of  genuine  pus,  but  no  milk. 
No  fever. 

Catap.  Panis.   Support.  Mist.  Salinae, 
Jiss.  ter  die. 


March  28th.  —  Pain  gone ;  discharge 
trifling;  no  milk  escapes;  no  sinus. 

April  1st. — Wound  healed;  parts  con- 
solidated.   Discharged,  cured. 

Case  IV.  —  Two  Mammary  Abtcenetf  oite 
opened  by  the  lancet,  the  other  naturally — 
Fistula  prevented.r 

Mary  Robbins,  set.  30,  admitted  25th 
May,  was  confined  thirteen  months  ago; 
child  still  at  the  breast;  has  lately  had 
a  severe  attack  of  influenza.  Four  weeks 
ago  both  breasts  became  tender,  the  left 
particularly,  which  also  became  tense  and 
inflamed ;  and,  in  spite  of  repeated  leech  • 
jng  and  the  application  of  cold,  an  abscess 
formed  above  the  nipple,  which,  being 
opened,  discharged  a  teacupful  of  healthy 
pus,  without  milk;  fainted  from  the  opera- 
tion; great  prostration  of  strength  and 
night  sweats. 

Cat  Panis.  Pulv.  Cinchon.  3i.,  ex  Tino 
rubro,  ter  die. 

June  5th. — Wound  continued  to  dis- 
charge pus  for  a  week,  and  then  a  few 
drops  of  milk  passed  without  any  matter; 
the  poultice  has  been  continued ;  the  hard- 
ness and  pain  are  almost  entirely  gone; 
the  wound  is  perfectly  healed.  She  is  con- 
siderably  stronger ;  in  fact,  convalescent 

November  lOtb.^Anotherabscess  formed 
in  the  same  breast,  at  the  lower  part;  to 
this  a  pitch  plaister  was  applied,  by  the 
advice  of  a  friend;  and,  after  being  for 
a  long  time  very  painful,  it  extended  up- 
wards, and  broke  at  the  part  where  I 
opened  the  former  abscess:  the  opening 
made  by  nature  was  very  large ;  the  matter 
was  evacuated  very  copiously,  and  it  healed 
up  more  quickly  than  usual;  but  this 
breast  was  for  some  time  afterwards  pain- 
ful :  the  breast  is  now  quite  well,  and  her 
health  very  considerably  improved  by  th« 
bark  and  wine. 

Case  V.  —  Mammary  Abscesses  —  Mammary 
FistultPf  cured  by  pressure,  d\c. 

Raga  Harris,  let  28,  admitted  9th  of 
September;  she  is  suckling;  much  out  of 
health;  she  has  had  inflammation,  wiUi 
much  pain  in  the  right  breast,  fourteen 
days ;  this  nipple  is  retracted ;  the  child, 
therefore,  can  only  suck  at  the  other;  right 
breast  much  inflamed  still ;  skin  very  rod, 
and  tender  to  the  touch ;  there  is  an  ex- 
tensive abscess  at  the  external  and  lower 
part ;  an  incision  was  made  into  it,  which 
gave  exit  to  Jij.  of  whitish  pus,  and  af- 
forded great  relief;  some  fever. 

Cat  Panis.  Support;  Mist  Cath.  Ant. 
bis  die. 

September  12th. — Two  fresh  abscesses 
have  formed  in  the  same  breast;  one  is 
situated   at   the  upper   and  outer  part, 
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which  has  broke  by  a  pinhole,  and  dis-  A  glasi  applied  to  each  breast  eracuated 

charged  pus ;  the  skin,  to  a  slight  extent  some  milk. 

around,  is  soft,  red,  and  destroyed;  the  Lot  Plumb.;  bandage;  lep.Med. 

other  is  intermediate  between  the  two;  ^^      «                 ^                    .j     n 

both  were  freely  opened,  and  2oz.  of  pus  24th.— Stronger ;    br^ts   constderably 

dischaiKed;greaUy  exhausted;  former  ab.  easier.      Copious   discharge  from   both, 

icess  healed.  Another  abscess  has  formed  at  the  upper 

^,  „.  .   .'                  ^.     o  i^u   :  and  inner  part  of  the  left  breast,  which 

Ol  Ricmi,  p   r.  n.,  Quin.  Sulph.  gr  i.  discharges  itoelf  from  the  lower  opening. 

Acid.  Su  ph.  Dilut.  m.  X.  ter  die;  good  3^^^^_  ^^^^    ^^^^^^^  ^   Shch^ 

diet;  Cat.  i^anis.  j^^^^  quantities  of  pus,  with  a  litUe  milk; 

Oct.    nth.— -Very  much   improred  in  sinuses  extend  from  top  to  bottom  of  both 

health;  pain  and  inflammation  gone  off;  breasts;  copious  purulent  discbaiige  from 

wound  of  the  middle  abscess  soon  healed ;  the  vagina.    In  very  great  poverty ;   un- 

the  upper  one,  which  broke  of  itself,  still  able    to  procure  proper  nourishment.    I 

discharges  a  healthy   pus,  and  now  and  have  therefore  advised  her  to  go  to  the 

then  a  little  drop  of  milk,  which  comes  London  Hospital. 

from  a  sinus,  extending  from  thence  to  Feb.  25th.~Admitted  under  Mr.  Scott, 

tiie  lower  internal    part  of  the    breast.  By  the  nursing  and  care  of  the  hospital. 

Pressure  by  plaister  and  bandage.  her  health  has  veiy  considerably  improved. 

Nor.  17th.— -Sinuses  obliterated  by  one  Discharge  from  the  vagina  has  subsided; 

dressing ;  wound  healed.  She  is  now  quite  breasts  ftee  from  inflammation,  but  the 

well.  sinuses  discharge  pus  freely  ;    they  have 

been   dressed,   ana   pressure   applied  by 

Case  VI. — Abscesses  in  both  Breasts — Nume-  plaisters  and  bandage. 

rous    Mammary    Fistulai  cured  by    Pret-  March  14th.— Inflammation  and  hard- 

eurct  S^c.  ness    considerably    diminished  ;    sinuses 

Elizabeth  Crane,  aet.  18,  admitted  Jan.  closed;  discharge  almost  entirely  subsided. 

15th.     Delivered    of  her   first  child  six  General  health  perfectly  established, 
weeks  ago ;  a  difficult  time.     She  had  a 

large  supply  of  milk,  but  the  child  would  Remarks. — I  have  narrated  these  cases 
not  suck  much.  The  breasts  swelled,  and  with  a  hope  that  they  may  prove  useful 
were  very  painful,  but  were  not  drawn,  to  your  junior  readers — as  the^  show,  in  a 
Right  breast  became  the  seat  of  abscess,  series,  ihe  different  stages  of  one  of  the 
which,  a  little  before  Christmas-day,  broke,  most  distressing  and  troublesome  diseases 
and  discharged  milk  and  pus.  An  abscess  incident  to  the  female.  The  first  case 
has  formed  also  in  the  left  breast,  which  illustrates  the  cause  which  most  frequently 
broke  a  fortnight  ago.  and  discharged  in  produces  mammaiy  inflammation  and  alil 
a  similar  manner.  Both  breasts  are  now  scess — namely,  over.distention  of  the  lac- 
very  tender  to  the  touch,  and  still  contain  tiferous  tubes ;  it  shows  that  upon  the 
milk ;  a  small  wound,  covered  by  stru-  removal  of  the  cause,  the  effects  will  some- 
roous  granulations,  on  the  outside  of  the  times  also  soon  subside.  It  points  out, 
right ;  and  a  similar,  though  larger, wound,  therefore,  the  necesaty  of  preventing  over- 
occupied  by  a  slough,  on  the  outside  of  distention,  if  the  case  is  seen  sufficiently 
the  left  breast.  An  abscess  appears  also  early,  and  of  immediately  removing  it  if 
to  be  forming  at  the  upper  part  of  the  it  already  exists. 

right  breast.    Very  pale,  weak,  and  debi-  The  second  case  illustrates  one  of  the 

litated;  sick  upon  tiie  slightest  motion;  least    common    forms    of  mammary  ab- 

no  appetite ;  nights  restless ;  bowels  cos-  scess  —  that,  namely,  unconnected   with 

Uve ;  scalding  on  micturition ;  the  vagina  lactation,  which  differs  in  no  respect  from 

is  tender  to  the  touch,  and  discharges  a  abscess  in  other  situations,  and  yields  to 

muco-punilent  fluid ;  bearing  down  of  the  the  common  treatment, 

uterus  when  she  gets  up.  The  third  proves,  Uiat  where  the  ab. 

Injectio  tepida ;  01.  Ridni,  p.  r.  n ;  Mist.  «*"  ."iST'^?  K  ^^^^J?"  of  the  lactife- 
fefferFCscens,  tcr  die ;  cit  panii.  ^'^^  tubes,  tfie  formation  of  fistulse  may 
'            '           '^            .  sometimes  be  prevented. 
Jan.  I7th.—- Easier;  less  discharge  from        The  fourth  case   shows    the  result  of 
the  vagina;   sickness    gone.     A  distinct  opening  by  the  lancet,  and  opening  spon- 
fluctuation  at  the  upper  part  of  the  right  taneousiy.   The  former  plan  will  generally 
breast,  from  whence  there  was  discharged,  be  found   the  best,    especially  in  deep- 
by  puncture,  Jiv.  of  pus.  seated  abscess.     In  this  case,  the  opening 

lt^r  r«-»«*  nr.  %i^»  ^^^A;^  made  by  nature  was  large,  and  the  con- 

Ini:  Gent  Co.  ^iss.  ter  die.  ^^^  ^^\^^  ^^^^^  ^.^^  Svicuated  aU  at 

20th. — Easier;  stronger.  Copious  dis-  once,  which  is  more  favorable  than  usual ; 
charge  of  pus  ftom  the  wound  I  made,  for  generally  the  opening  is  no  larger  than 
and  of  milk  and  matter  from  the  others,    a  pin's  head,  and  is  slow  in  healing  up, 
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the  skin  being  commonly  much  destroyed  mento  to  the  tuberosity  of  the  ischium  still 

before  it  gives  way.    Even  in  this  case  sloughing. 

that  abscess  was  much  loBger  in  opening,  R^p.  Cataplasma. 

and  more  painful,  which  burst  sponta- 

neously,  than  that  which  was  opened  by  4th.  —  Some    sloughs    have   separated, 

the  lanceL  leavin|^  a  clean  and  granulating  surface. 

The  fifth  case  more  forcibly  proves  that  ^^  "ze  of  a  half-crown  piece ;  sloughs  se- 

the  artificial  opening  is  pre^rable  to  the  parating  also  from  over  the  tuberosity  of 

opening  by  nature;  for  the  first  abscess,  the  ischium,  leaving  a  verpr  large  sloughy 

being  opened  by  the  liuicet,  was  healed  in  ca^itv,  IVom  which  pus  discharges;  con- 

three  days;  whereas  that  which  broke  of  stantly  crying;  frequent  vomiting;  bowels 

itself  was  much  slower  in  healing,  and  open. 

was  slightly  fistulous.  U        Cene;    bandage;    Inf.   Gent  c. 

This  also  points  out  the  necessity  of  f„^    Tr.  Opii,  mTter  die. 

watching  these  cases :  the  woman  was  de-  ^                 r   »  ■!  j 

sired  to  call  on  me  the  foUowiug  day,  in-  ^tli. — Medicine  not  taken ;  rests  well ; 

stead  of  which  she  allowed  three  days  to  sickness  gone  off;    takes  food;    wound 

elapse ;    otherwise  I  believe  the  fistulas  healthy    above ;     still    discharging    and 

would  have  been  altogether  prevented.  sloughy  below. 

The  sixth  case  shews  this  disease  in  its  ^tb. — Much    stronger;    wound  much 

most  distressing  and  tedious  form:    the  closed;    surface    granular   and    healthy 

breasts  were  permitted  to  become  over-  above ;    sloughing    stopped    also    below, 

distended  with  milk ;  both  breasts  were  where  the  integuments  are  disposed  to  ad- 

inflamed  throughout :  numerous  abscesses,  bcre  to  the  granulations ;  can  extend  the 

implicating  the  lactiferous  tubes,  followed ;  thigh  a  little, 

and  she  suffered  severely  for  ten  weeks.  9th.— Wound  contracting ;   an  abscess 

The  two  last  cases  prove  the  great  ad-  has  formed  oyer  the  lower  part  ef  the  left 

vantage  of  pressure  (after  the  inflamma-  rectus  femoris,  from  which  I  evacuated  a 

tory  stage  is  gone  off),  in  obliterating  fis-  little  pus,  and  subsequently  applied  a  ban 

tulous  canals — a  plan  which  will  in  many  dage  wet  with  Goulard  wash, 

instances  prevent,  if  it  does  not  altogether  ^i^ne  7th. — The  wound  made  by  the  Ian- 

supersede,  the  necessity  of  extensively  lay-  cet  healed  in  two  or  three  days,  and  the 

ing  open  the  breast,  a  custom  which  used  surrounding  inflammation  was  soon  en- 

to  be  resorted  to  formerly  for  the  cure  of  tirely  removed ;  the  original  wound  also 

sinuses,  and  which  is  even  in  the  present  was  reduced  to  the  size  of  a  sixpence,  and 

day,  I  believe,  occasionally  adopte<L  the  child  seemed  as  if  it  would  struggle 

through,  when  great  irritation  accompa- 

Case  VII. — Diffuse  Injlammation,  with  Ex-  nied  dentition ;  it  refused  all  nourishment, 

ttHsive  Abscess  and  Sloughing — Dental  Irri-  fell  into  a  state  of  marasmus,  and  died 

tation — Marasmus — Death — in    an    Infant  yesterday. 

eight  months  old. 

Henry  Heyslop,  et.  eight  months,  ad-  Remirks.— This  case  appears  to  me  to 

mitted  April  29th;  a  pale,  weakly  infant.  ^  practicallv  useful,  as  it  enables  us  to 

Extensive  diffuse  inflammation  over  the  compare  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner 

whole  left  buttock,  with  great  tension  of  —namely,  in  the  same  individual— the  re- 

the  integuments;  softening,  and  tendency  suit  of  opening  an  abscess  early  and  late. 

to  point  at  one  part;  skin  here  livid;  a  The  reader  cannot  fail  to  have  noticed  how 

distinct  fluctuation.     The  inflammation  rapidly  the  second  abscess  healed  in  com. 

has  only  existed  four  days;  sucks  well;  parison  with  the  first;  and  although  it 

nighU  restless ;    bowels   relaxed ;    thigh  ^^Y  ^  argu«d  that  this  was  neither  so 

firmly  flexed  on  the  body;   an  opening  large  nor  so  serious  as  the  other,  yet  no 

made  with  a  lancet  gave  vent  to  $iss.  of  one  can  say  that  it  might  not  have  be- 

strumous  pus,  (vith  some  blood.  come  so;  and  no  one,  I  think,  ^ill  assert, 

r<.*  .^»:.  that  it  would  have  done  better  if  longer 

Cat.  panis.  j^^  ^^  .^^^ 

April  30th. — Much   offensive  pus  dis-  As  I  believe  some  difference  of  opinion 
charged ;  integuments  around  the  wound  exists  among  surgeons  respecting  the  pro- 
tumid  and  black,  and  together  with  the  priety  of  opening  abscesses  early,  I  will 
subjacent    cellular    tissue  in   a  state  of  take  this  opportunity  of  stating,  that,  in 
slough;  nights  restless.  addition  to  the  case  to  which  these  re- 
n^   r.f    w^m^lu .  i>  P    «..*  ^  .  OnSn  marks  are  appended,  and  those  of  mam- 
silDh  «-Tter'dTe       ^         '  ""3^  abscesi  related  above,  I  have  had 
ou  p  .  gr.  J.  ler  aie.  ^^^  ^^^^^  .  ^^  which  two  abscesses  occurred 

May  3d. — Sloughing  extending  below;  in  the  same  person.    In  both  of  these  one 

the  cellular  tissue  connecting  the  integu-  abscess  was  allowed  to  open  of  itself,  the 
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other  wafi  artificially  opened.    In  both,  ad  Jx.      Hirud.  viij.;    Cal.  gr.  iij. 

the  one  artificially  evacuated  was  much  tertia  quaq.  hora. 

less    painful,    and    healed    mnch    more  He  died  about  three  hours  after  I  saw 

quickly  than  the  other.  him,  continuing  till   then   much  in   the 

I  may  Turther  add,  that  66  cases  of  ah-  game  state.    A  probe  passed  with  facility 

ficess  have  been  admitted  under  my  eare  at  from  the  wound,  its  whole  length,  into  the 

the  dispensary,  most  of  which    I  have  hrain,  portions  of  which  escaped,  upon  the 

opened  as  early  as  I  could,  and  I  have  had  least  pressure,  from  the  wound, 

no  cause  to  regret  it,  as  the  generality  Dissection,  —  Considerable    eochymosis 

have  done  exceedtngl;|r  well.  throughout    the  scalp    of   the  forehead. 

This  case  is  also  interesting  from  the  Pericranium  pretematurally  vascular,  and 

great  rally  which  was  made,  in  spite  of  the  easily  separable  from  the  bone,  which  is 

irritation  which  had  been  set  up,  and  the  also  vascular.    On  the  right  side  of  the 

destruction  of   skin    and  cellular   tissue  forehead,  towards  the  temple,  there  is  a 

which  occurred.    There  can  be,  I  think,  round,  though  somewhat  irregular,  hole, 

but  little  doubt  that  the  child  would  have  the  size  of  a  sixpence,  in  the  frontal  bone ; 

recovered  completely,  had  it  not  been  for  adherent  to  the  edges  of  which,  internally, 

the  supervention  of  dental  irritation,  under  are  two  small  irregnlar  pieces  of  bone, 

which  many  healthy  children   sink,  and  which  are  driven  in  upon  tlic  brain,  and 

which,  consequently,  it  was  not  to  have  another  piece  of  bone  is  embedded  in  the 

been  expected  that  a  delicate  infant,  whose  yery  substance  of  the  brain  here.    Dura 

constitution  had  been    already    severely  mater  very  vascular,  and  lacerated;    the 

shaken,  could  possibly  support.  opening  corresponds,  in  size  and  situation, 

Cxs^WUL-^Ompaund  Fracture  of  the  SkuU,  ^»th  the  hole  in   the  skull.     The  entire 

and   Wound  of  the  Brain,  produced  by   a  "g^t  hemisphere  of  the  cerebrum  of    a 

large  Iron  File.  deep  chocolate  red,  from  bruise  and  ecchy- 

»r.L             -D'^L    J         *     11      ^A^:*4.^A  mosis.     In  the  situation  of  the  wound,  and 

*  "^^"m"  J^  !f^L  ^Ji'    !^  .^  f"  »  considerable  extent  around,  a.  low  a. 

Apnl  23,  WM  at  pUy  between  seven  and  ^^       .    ^iaiamus,  the  brain  is  converted 

eight  on  the  evening  of  the  aot^  when  a  .„t„  ^  ^jj^^  fibrous  pulp  j  in  some  few 

boy  was  throwing  an  iron  file,  without  a  j^  j^  --g-nj.  .    blLkened  mortified 

point,  of  very  considemble  size  and  weight,  2°",      presents  a    blackened  mortified 

at  a  mark ;  wUch  accidentally  struck  Bim  ^^f^  hemisphere  of  the  brain  congested; 

rather  above  Ae  right  temple  with  great  ^j  ^^^  ^j„„P,              ^  ^  gorged"  The 

violence,  but  did  not  knock  him  down,  substance  of  the  briin  generlll/soft 

He  bled  considerably  that  evening:  the  ^            -^ 

bleeding,    however,     after     some     time,  Remarks. -It  is  curious  that  a  blow, 

stopped;  he  did  not  seem  much  the  worse  productive  of  so  much  injury,  should  nei- 

for  the  blow,  and  walked  home.    He  rose  ther  have  stunned    or   knocked  the  boy 

the  next  mominpr  well,    made  no  com-  down ;  and  that  so  little  mischief  should 

plaint,  enjoyed  his  dinner,  and  cheerfully  have  been  apparent  at  the  time  of  the  ac- 

assisted  his  father  at  work;  went  to  bed  cident    This  case  is  analogous,  in  some 

last  night  apDarentlywell,but was  resUess  respects,  to  the  punctures  of  the  brain 

and  did  not  sleep.     Fhis  morning  he  com  through   the  orbitar  plate  of  the  frontal 

plained  of  headache,  was  feverish,  and  bone,  the  symptoms  not  coming  on  until 

constontly  sick.    A  clyster  was  given  him,  gome  time  after  the  accident,  and  death 

which  procured  two  motions ;  soon  after  speedily  following. 

which  he  became  lethargic.  I  saw  him  this  i  did  not  propose  the  trephine,  because 

evening,    at  8  p,.m.,  for  the  first    time,  the  symptoms  appeared  to  me  to  be  those 

There  is  a  puffiness  around  an  irregular  of  inflammation,  rather  than  of  compres- 

wound,  the  size  of  a  split-pea,  upon  the  gjon  of  the  brain.    If  the  instrument  had 

nght  temple,  which    discharges    a  thin  not  entered   the  brain,  or  penetrated  the 

bloody  ichor,  with  air.    The  bone  seems  dura  mater,  there  would  probably  have 

to  have  been  depressed  and  dnven  m  by  been  more  complete  symptoms  of  pressure; 

the  file,  which  appears  to  have  lacerated  ^ben  it  would,  I  think,  have  been  a  very 

the  dura  mater,  and  to  have  wounded  the  fit  case  for  the  operation :  but  as  it  passed 

bram.    He  is  Ivmg  m  a  state  of  stupor,  through  both,  the  blood  and  broken  up 

butissofarsensihleaatoputouthistongue  portions  of  brain    escaped  through  the 

when  told.  There  are  no  convulsions.  The  wound,  and  in  great  measure  counteracted 

brwthmg  is  free,  not  particularly  slow,  the  effects  of  the  depressed  bone.    Had  the 

and  certainly  not  stertoirous.     Intolerance  operation  been  performed,  it  would  not 

of  light;  pupils  shghtW  dilated;  tongue  have  been  productive  of  benefit;  as  the 

white,   and    moist;    skin  generally  hot;  boy  appears  to  me  to  have  died,  not  from 

pulse  regular,  rather  full,  ?iO.  pressure,  but  from  destruction  and  lacera^ 

Cat.  pauis  vulneri,  adrad.  capil.  V.  S.  tion  of  the  cerebral  substance. 


CASE  IN  WHICH  SAND  WAS  VOIDED  BV  THE  MOUTH,  &c.      539 

I  have  called  this  fnictdre  compound,  ministered,  and  free  from  any  admixture 
because  I  believe  it  is  to  cases  of  this  kind  of  faeces.     During  this  period  of  one  Imn- 
that  that  name  is  applied  by  some  sur-  dred  and  nine  da^s  the  patient  experienced 
geons  of  eminence.    In  strictness,  perhaps,  a  regular  vomiting  each  day  of  the  food, 
it  should  be  termed  a  fracture  with   a  properly  digested,  which  she  bad  taken  the 
wound,  as  the  latter  was  not  made  by  the  preceding  twenty-four  hours.    About  this 
former,  the  true  meaning  of  a  compound'  time  there  was  something  of  a  peculiar  ap- 
fracture.  pearance  in  the  matter  vomitea,  which,  on 
washing,  proved  to  be  sand ;  and  on  exa- 
mination it  was  found  that  sand  was  also 
CASE  IN  WHICH  discharged  with  the  vrine.    The  bowels  re- 
SAND  WAS  VOIDED  nr  the  MOUTH,  jumed  their  office,  and  it  now  became  the 
pppTfTM  TTRPTHWA  voi5F  PAP  tum  of  the  bladder  to  have  its  contents 
KECTUM, URETHRA,  NOSI.,  EAR,  expelled  by  vomiUngj  the  patient  expe- 

SIDE,  AND  UMBILICUS,  rienced  a  strong  desire,  without  the  ability, 

^,,1,  to  pass  the  urine  by  the  urethra,  and  on 

.,..,.  _.!>•        I      o      *      *  trying  to  introduce  a  catheter,  the  passage 

AUended  by  varunu other  AmmaloutSymptamt*.  ^^  ^^^^  occupied  by  a  hard  substanw, 

ByC.Ticknob,M.D.ofNewYork.  which  rendered  the  operation  impossible. 

^ The  urine  was  now  vomited  for  several 

,-.       ,         T>  *n  ^  n    t  days,  though  it  occasionally  passed  per 

Miss  Lvcy  Parsons,  of  Egremont,  Berk-  „^„^  mingled  with  sand,  till  a  quantity 

shire  county,  Massachusetts,  when  about  of  ^^nd  stones,  or  lumps  of  concrete  sand, 

eleven  veare  of  age  received  an  injury,  bv  ^ere  discharged  from  the  urethra,  when 

the  fi^  of  a  bitfrel  across  her  loins,  which  ^jje  ^rfne  again  flowed  through  its  proper 

was  followed  by  exouisite  pain,  and  an  channel  c         «-    <- 

almost  total  loss  of  the  power  of  locomo-        The  pain  continued  unceasing  in  the 

^L^**-  ^!^«  pain  after  a  Ume  subsided,  and  rfght  side ;  a  smaU  abscess  formed,  which, 

the  ability  to  walk  gradudly  returned,  being  left  to  itself,  opened  and  discharged, 

though  parUal  paralysis  of  the  lower  ex-  ^jth  a  small  quantity  of  pus,  several  lumps 

tremitics,  accompanied  with  severe  pain,  of  sand ;  and  in  the  eflfcrts  at  vomiting, 

would  almost  invariably  recur  after  inuch  fj^ces  escaped  through  the  same  opening? 
exercise.    This  state  continued  till  about        ju^e  8th,  1832.- No  f»cal  evacuation 

seven  years  after  the  receipt  of  the  injury,  fpom  stomach  or  bowels  in  forty  days ;  has 

when  some  portion  of  the  surface  was  at-  taken  a  great  deal  of  cathartic  medicine ; 

tacked  with  an  erysipelatous  inflamma-  vomited  her  urine;  vomited  injections  in 

tion,  whiiA,   by  metastasis,  fixed  itself  fifteen  minutes  after  being  administered, 

apon  the  abdominal  viscera.    The  patient  without  the  least  appearance  of  any  f»ces; 

now  suffered  excruciating  pains,  particu-  appetite  pretty  good,  though  she  takes  but 

hirlv  of  the  nght  lumbar  region,  together  uttle  food ;  tongue  of  an  inky  blackness, 

with  all  the  various  symptoms  of  diseased  except  the  edges,  which  are  red ;    com- 

stomach  and  bowels,  was  unable  to  walk,  plaining  of  excessive  pain  in  right  side  and 

and  mostly  confined  to  her  bed,  tiU  I  «iw  gtomach ;  says  she  can  feel  lumps  of  sand 

her  m  the  autumn  of  1831,  more  than  moving  inside ;   sand  passes  through  the 

twenty  years  after  the  attack  of  eVysipelas.  external  «ipening  in  the  side,  mixed  with 

My  brother  first  saw  the  patient  m  con-  ^lood,    and    someUmes  fseces  ;    has  had 

jaltotjon  with  her  attending  physician :  .pagms  of  the  muscles  about  the  throat 

be  found  her  labouring  under  a  profuse  and  jaws 

diarrhoja,  which  threatened  a  sp^y  tor-        I3th.-Pain  very  great;  jaws  spasmodi- 

minaUon  to  all  her  sufferings ;  food  would  cally  closed ;  mouth  filled  with  lumps  of 

pan  in  ten  mmutei,  to  all  appwances  pre-  sand— several   pieces  passed  out  at  the 

dsely  as  it  was  taken  into  the  stomach,  ^ose;  saw  her  eat  some  bread  and  milk, 

without  anell  or  change  of  colour.    At  and  in  a  very  few  minutes  it  passed  out  at 

tbu  time  a  few  grains  of  calomel  put  a  the  opening  in  the  side;  tried  to  introduce 

stop  to  the  diarrhoBa,  and  the  patient  re-  a  probe  into  the  orifice,  but  could  not  suc- 

mained  one  hundred  and  nine  days  with-  ^eed ;  could  feel  the  sand  in  the  side. 
tmt  any  f»cal   evacuation    per   rectum.        I4th.— Received  a  note  from  the  pa- 

The  most  active  cathartics  had  no  other  tient's  brother,  saying  that  his  sister  this 

effect  than  to  cause  pain  and  irritation  of  morning  passed  by  stool,  at  me  fitting, 

the  bowels,  and  a  vomiting  of  their  con-  forty-four  lumps  ofumd, 
tents.    An  injection  thrown  into  the  rec        2dth,— The  lumps  of  sand  discharged  on 

turn  would  be  vomited  in  a  few  minutes,  the  14th  vary  from  the  size  of  the  fore- 

having  the  same  appearance  as  when  ad-  finger  to  Uie  first  joint,  to  that  of  a  small 

•  9nm  the  American  Journal  of  Med.  8c.,  P«»5  no  f»cal  evacuation  from  stomach  or 

Hmy  18M.  bowels  since  last  date;   for  the  first  time 
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daring  her  illness,  she  has  since  last  visit  good,  but  most  of  the  food  is  rejected  soon 

▼omited  purulent  matter,  and  voided  it  by  after  eating.     Take   the   following   pill 

stool.  every  fourth  hour : — Ext.  h^osciami,  gn. 

July  19th.— Received  the  following  ac-  iij.,  castor,  grs.  ij.,  nit  argenti,  gr.  i.; 

count  from  the  patient's  sister  of  her  state  laud,  and  ext.  cicuta  between  the  pills  in 

since  last  visit.    On  the  6th  inst.  her  jaws  quantities  sufficient  to  procure  sleep  or 

became  spasmodically  closed ;   bowels  for  quiet  i  foment  spine,  side,  and  epigastrium, 

three  successive  days  regular,  since  then  no  with  decoct,  cicuta. 

discharge  per  rectum;   regular  vomiting  10th. — No  spasms  since  last  date  till  to- 

once  a  day  of  fsBcal  matter,  which  is  quite  day;  omitted  the  pills  yesterday,  and  iM- 

fluid,    and   escapes    between    the    teeth,  day  the  spasms  returned;  no  natural  eva- 

8tb,  right  ear  began  to  bleed ;    12tb,  dis-  cuation  from  bowels  or  bladder  since  20th 

charged  a  watery  fluid,  resembling  urine,  Julv ;  contents  of  both  are  vomited ;  ap- 

with  sand.  petite  tolerable :   has  ridden  out  serenU 

30th. — An  abcess  opened  just  above  the  times  since  last  visit;  left  leg  continues 

symphysis  pubis,  and  discharged  a  small  flexed.    Treatment  the  same, 

quantity  of  pus,   afterwards  urine  mired  October,  1833.— Have  not  seen  the  pa- 

fv'uh  sandf  which  continued  for  a  week,  tient  for  more  than  a  year ;  her  sister  gives 

Present  symptoms:  appetite  pretty  good;  the  following  account  of  her  condition 

takes  liquids,  which  she  sucks  between  her  during  that  interval.    Her  bowels  soon 

teeth,  jaws  being  yet  firmly  closed;  vomits  _  became  quite  regular,  and  so  ctmtinocd 

faaces  every  day;  tne  fluid  part  escapes  be-'  for  some  time,  then  relapsed  into  their 

tween  the'teetn,  and  the  more  solid  part  is  former  obstinately    costive    state,   when 

again  swallowed;  has  lumps  of  sand  in  their  contents  have  been  vomited ;  appe- 

her  mouth,  which  have  been  there  eleven  tite  has  been  generally  good;  left  leg,  dur- 

day»;  B.  dose  of  tartar  emetic  caused  a  little  ing  the  whole  time,  has  continued  flexed, 

relaxation,  and  the  mouth  was  emptied,  and  attempts  to  extend  it  have  invariably 

At  this  visit  I  saw  her  vomit  her  urine,  caused  frightly  spasms ;  has  ridden  out 

one  gill,  perfectly  transparent,  as  if  just  frequently,  done  a  good  deal  of  needle, 

passed  by  the  urethra :  saw  a  teaspoonfol  work,  and  may  be  said  to  enjoy  compara- 

of  fluid  discharged  from  the  ear  with  sand,  tively  good  health.     I  ought  to  add,  tha* 

and  a  lump  of  sand  from  the  nose;  sleeps  during  the  whole  illness  of  this  patien 

little ;  suffers  exquisite  pain ;  another  ah-  her   catamenial    evacuations    have  been 

scess  seems  to  be  forming  in  the  right  side;  generally  regular,  though  at  times  rather 

more  emaciated  than  I  have  seen  her  at  profuse, 

at  any  period  of  her  illness.  A  lump  of  sand  discharged  from  the 

August  1st— Jaws  yet  closed;  vomits, or  bowels,  which  Dr.  Torrey  and  Dr.  C.  A. 

})asses  by  stool  every  few  minutes,  a  whey-  Lee,  of  this  city,  had  the  kindness  to  ana« 

ike  fluid ;  retains  very  little  food.     Since  Ivze  for  me,  proved  to  consist  of  silex  and 

last  visit  voided  by  stool  at  once  a  table-  lime,  and  a  few  short  hairt;   the  former 

spoonful  of  sand,  with  a  teacupful  of  pus ;  making   much    the    greater    proportion, 

and  soon  afterwards  there  was  discharged  Professor  Averill,  of  Schenectady,  did  me 

in  the  same  way  a  membrane-like  sub-  the  same  favour,  with  the  same  result 

stance,  of  the  size  of  a  crown- piece,  con-  Most  of  the  facts  related  in  the  above 

taining  a  number  of  fine,  delicate  hairs :  case,  besides  being  witnessed  by  my  bro- 

there  is  voided  now  sand  and  urine  by  the  thcr,  Dr.  L.  Ticknor,  of  Salisbury,  Conn, 

mouth,  rectum,  urethra,  nose,  ear,  side,  and  myself,  can  be  vouched  for  by  the 

and  umbilicus  !     Treatment — Nit.  argent  following  gentlemen :  —  Dr.    Bolton,    of 

grs.  X.,  op.  XV.,  ft  pil.  XX. ;    one  every  Egremont ;  Dr.  Kellogy,  of  Sheffield;  Dr. 

fouth  hour;  foment  abdomen,  side,  and  Wheeler,  of  Great  Harrington;  Professor 

throat,  with  dedoction  of  cicuta.  Averill,  of  Union   College  ;*Drs.  Cleave- 

13th.— Svmptoms  of  same  character,  land  and   Flallenbeck,   and   Mr.  Oliver 

though  much  mitigated  in  violence.    Con-  Whittlesey  of  this  city, 

tinue  the  same  treatment  The  interesting  features  of  this  case  will 

September  ^  Ist  —  No  diarrhoea ;  some  readily  suggest  themselves  to  the  mind  of 

vomiting ;  pain  of  left  side ;  no  discharge  every  reader.   It  furnishes  an  extraordinary 

of  sand  since  last  date ;  deaf  with  right  example  of  the  amount  of  disease  the  sys- 

ear;  vomits  urine  occasionally;  for  two  tem  can  sustain  when  nature  is  playing 

weeks^  has  been  troubled  with  spasms  re-  her  wildest  freaks. 

sembling  epilepsy ;  has  twenty  or  more  in  In  regard  to  the  imposition  which  the 

a  day ;  is  wkrned  of  their  approach  by  patient  practised,  or  at  least  might  have 

pain   in  the  epigastric  region :    left  1^  practised,  I  may  state  that  she  has  sus- 

strongly  flexed  upon  the  thigh ;  heel  drawn  tained  a  character  for  genuine  piety,  and 

up,  and  lying  upon  the  glutei  muscles,  to  have  lived  with  her  two  maiden  sisters, 

and  has  been  so  for  twelve  days :  appetite  who  have  bad  the  sole  care  of  her  for  more 


FOREIGN  BODY  LODGED  IN  THE  HEART. — RECLAMjiTJON.      ^\ 

than   twentj  yean.    They  had  a  small  es-  there,  and  applied  her  hand  externally 

tate,  which,  with  frugality,  would  support  over  that  part. 

them  all,  and  there  can  be  no  reason  why        rf«i<m*nt.— Taking  a  lai^e  beef's  blad- 

she  or  her  sisters  should  wish  to  deceive,  der,  we  cut  it  open  longitudinally,  spread 

I  have  hesitated  about  publishing  the  case,  it  well  with  adhesive  plaister,  and  after 

but  I  believe  it  a  duty  I  owe  to  my  profes-  washing  the  inflamed  surface,  and  dress- 

sion  not  to  withhold  the  facts,  however  it   with    basilicon   spread  on  fine   linen, 

they  may  be  accounted  for,  or  however  we  applied   the  bladder  over  the  abdo. 

little    they    may    be    believed.      I    have  men,  and  made  an  opening  over  the  fis- 

thought  it  best  to  give  the  facts,  and  the  tula,    through  which  the  matter   might 

facts  only.  The  patient  is  still  living  about  escape.    We  then  applied  a  bandati^e  and 

fifteen  miles  from  where  my  brother  is  pra.  compress,  and  directed  that  it  should  be  re- 

ctising,  and  he  may  yet  detect  her  in  her  applied  immediately  after  each  discharge, 

imposition,  if  she  is  not  put  upon  the  look  We  advised  mucilaginous  drinks,  and  a 

out   by    publishing  speculations  prema-  diet  of  rye-mush  and  molasses,  and  non- 

turely.    Can  these  phenomena  be  account-  rishing  enemata.    The  patient  was  much 

ed  for  without  calling  the  aid  of  impo-  emaciated  for  want  of  proper  nourishment, 

sition }  &s  every     thing    passed    off    undigested 

through  the  fistula.    No  evacuation  had 

taken  place  in  the  natural  way,  for  ten 

days  previous  to  our  visit.    The  external 

NOTES  OF  A  CASE  OF  irritation  of  the  abdomen  soon  healed,  and 

_  _  the  bladder  was  then  applied  to  the  skin  as 

FISTULOUS  OPENING  OF  THE  a  protection,  and  continued  there  with  the 

.    STOMACH,  happiest  effect.    The  bandage  was  gradu- 
ally tightened,  and  a  compress  of  a  cylin- 

SUCESSPULLY  TREATED  BY  drical  form  was  laid  over  the  courL  of 

Dr.  J.  H.  Cook.  the  fistulous  canal.    By  these  means  our 

patient  regularly,  but  slowly,   recovered. 

In  a  few  days  the  alvine  evacuations  were 

Some   time  in  the  month  of  February,  restored  to  their  natural  outlet,  and  the 

1832,  Dr.  Bardwell  and  myself  were  called  discharges  from  the  fistula  began  to  de- 

to  visit  the  widow  D.,  aged  39  years.     We  crease.     In  thirty  days  the  opening  was 

found  her,  as  near  as  may  be,  in  the  follow-  closed,  and  the  fistula  apparently  oblite- 

ing  condition: — a  fistulous  opening,  imme-  rated.     Several  months  have  elapsed  since 

diately  by  the  side  of  the  umbilicus;  into  that  event,  and  she  continues  in  excellent 

which  a  buck-shot  might  have  been  rea-  health. 

dilv  passed.    On  removing  the  bandage,  a        All  we  could  collect  from  her,  as  to  the 

gill  of  bile  was  suddenly  discharored,  after  history  of  her  case,  was  this :  six  months 

which,  a  small  quantity  of  a  different  (the  before,  in  one  of  the  south-east  counties  of 

gastric?)  fluid,  came  slowly  away;  these  this  State,  she  was  attacked  with  consti- 

discharges  were  attended  with  great  pain,  pation  and  violent  pain  at  the  pit  of  the 

on  account  of  their  acrid  quality.    The  stomach,  which  resisted  every  remedy,  till 

whole  surface  of  the  abdomen  was  exco-  the  19th  day,  when  the  fistula  shewed  it- 

riated,  inflamed,  and  intolerably  painful,  self. ^Western    Joum,    of  Med.  and  Phyi. 

We  introduced  a  flexible  catheter  its  whole  Sciences,  America,  January  1834. 
length,  thirteen  inches,  before  meeting  with 

any  resistance,  when  the  extremity  sud-      — -— -^— ■^-----— ■^— — — — — 
denly  met  with  an  obstacle.     By  pushing  case 

it  against  the  resisting  body,  or  even  by 

slightly  agitating  the  instrument,  strong  o' 

effortsto  vomit  were  produced.  a    FOREIGN    BODY    LODGED    IN 

Withdrawing  the  catheter,  we  d^ired         ^jjj,  HE KRT*, ^RECLAMATION. 
her  to  dnnk  a  glass  of  water ;  she  did  so, 
and  in  twenty  seconds  the  whole  was  dis-  "~ 

charged  through  the  fistula,  as  we  ascer-  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

tamed  bv  measuring  it.    The  direction  of 

the  fistula  was  upward,  and  slightly  in-  Sir, 

dining  backwards,  with  about  the  sanie  ^^  ^^  „^^^  ^^^:^      ^f  ^^^  Association 

inclination  to  the  right  side.     We  came  to  ^^  ^^  ^„  ^^e  18th  inst.  I  trust  to  your 

the  conclusion,  that  the  opening  within  known  impartiality  for  an  insertion  of  the 

was  at    or  aW,  the  pylonc  orifice  of  the  Allowing   in  the    next  number  of  your 

stomach;  and  that  the  catheter  entered  valuable  publicaUon  j  especially  as  a  fuU 

the  stomach,  and  pressed  against  its  car-  i '     *^         ^ 

dial  portion.     The  patient  even  felt  it  •  M«d.  Oai.  present  vol.  p.  844. 
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report  of  the  case  alluded  to  has  appeared  case,  I  requested,  either  at  that  interview, 

in  the  pages  of  the  Gazette.  or  in  a  note  I  subsequently  addressed  to 

I  am,  sir,  him,  that  he  would  state  from  whence  his 

Your  obedient  servant,  information  was  derived,  /ind  by  whom 

George  Sheward.  the  notes  were  furnished  to  him.    Judge, 

Upton,  July  6,  18S4.  then,  of  my  surprise,  when,  on  perusing 

the  case  a  few  days  since,  I  found  the  very 

To  the    Members    of  the  Provincial  words  made  use  of  by  me  in  the  last  para- 

Medical  and  Surgical  Association.  g^V^t  are  published  as  the  opinion  of 

<*  Thomas  Davis,  Esq.,    Surgeon !  !*>   al- 

"  Ho«  ego  verslculos  fed,  tullt  alter  honorea.**  though  Dr.  Hastingrg  well  knew  that  he 

VirgiL  ^^^  incapable  of  giving  any  opinion  at 

Gentlemen,— In  the  last  volume  of  the  all  upon  the  subject,  ana  knew  no  more  of 

Transactions  of  your  Association,  is  the  the  anatomical  structure  of  the  heart  than 

report  of  a  case  of  a  foreigrn  body  found  the  paper  on  which  I  am  this  moment 

in  the  heart  of  a  child  who  died,  some  writing.    I  state  this  from  no  feeling  of 

time  since,  at  Baughton,  in  this  neigh-  animosity  towards  the  party  alluded  to. 

bourhood;  and  as  the  author  of  that  case  I  take  no  pride  in  authorship,  or  I  would 

has,  in  my  opinion,  been  deficient  in  good  have  published  a  report  of  the  case  myself: 

faith  towards  me,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  but  however  it  may  suit  the  interest  or  the 

of  making  a  few  observations  on  the  sub-  inclination  of  the  learned  physician  to 

ject  dress  up  cases  for  persons  who  cannot  do 

In  the  first  place,  I  distinctly  state,  that  so  for  tnemselves,  he  can  have  no  right  to 

although  the  case  is  published  '*  by  Tho-  make  use  of  the  materials  furnished  by 

mas   Davis,   snrgeon,   Upton-on- Severn,"  others,  unless  he  states  the  sources  from 

not  a  tithe  of  what  is  there  printed  was  which  they  were  derived ;  and  in  the  pre- 

written  by  him,   and  that  the    notes  on  sent  instance  the  paper  might  just  as  fairly 

which  such  report  was  founded,  were  for-  have  been  ascribed  to  Mr.  Coventry  or  Mr. 

nished  by  me,  and  received  by  Dr.  Hast-  Walker  as  to  die  party  under  whose  name 

ings  in  my  hand-writing.    I  was  requested  it  now  apjiears. 

b^  the  Hen.  Wm.  Coventry,  in  whose  ser-        Having  said  thus  much  on  the  subiect, 

vice  the  father  of  the  boy  was,  to  be  pre-  in  justice  to  myself,  allow  me  to  conclude 

sent  at  the  opening  of  the  body,  in  conse-  with  a  few  observations  on  a  question 

quence  of  what  he  considered  the  extra-  which  will,  I  am  g^ven  to  understand,  be 

ordinary  nature  of  the  case;  Mr.  Davis  submitted  to    your  consideration  at  the 

having  asserted  that  the  boy  had  recovered  next  meeting  of  the  association, 
from  the  accident,  and  sunk  under  an  at-        I  have  always  considered  that  one  of 

tack  of  ague.    No  mention  of  this  is  made  the  great  objects  of  such  associations  was 

in  the  report,  or  of  the  treatment  for  the  to  add  to  the  respectability,  as  well  as  to 

cure  of  this  supposed  disease.  the  information,  of  the  profession.   If  such 

I  saw  Mr.  D.  previous  to  the  examina-  is  indeed  the  case,  how  is  it  that  persons 

tion ;  and  meeting  Mr.  Coventry  in  the  who  have    never  received  a  professional 

road,  I  requested  him  to  accompany  us.  education,  and  a  few  years  since  were 

From  the  slight  mention  made  of  my  name  exercis^ing  their  talents  on  the  brute  crea- 

in  the  report,  none  ofthe  readers  of  it  would  tion,  become  eligible  to  practise  on  the 

for  a  moment  suppose  that  the  examination  human  race,  and  to  be  admitted  members 

was  performed  by  me,  yet  such  was  the  fact,  of  your  body  ? --and  how  is  It  that  men, 

Mr.  D.  having  requested  me  to  do  so,  (why,  who  are  considered  as  standing  at  the 

I  leave  you  to  suppose),  merely  saying  head  of  the  medical  branch  of  the  pro- 

that  the  instruments  provided  by  him  to  fession,  do  not  hesitate  to  meet  such  per- 

open  the  chest  of  a  child,  (and  I  pledge  sons  in    consultation,  and  in   cases  too 

my  honour  to  prove  the  fact,)  were  a  but-  which  have  generally  been  considered  as 

cher*s  saw  and  a  small  chopper ! !  belonging    especially   to  the  province  of 

On  my  return  home  I  was  requested  by  the  surgeon  ?       Yet    such    is    the    case 

Mr.  Davis  to  draw  up  a  report  of  the  case,  with  more  than    one  physician    in    this 

which   I  declined ;   but,  on  being  much  neighbourhood ;   and  while  it  is    so,   no 

pressed  by  him,  I  wrote  down  the  anato-  one  can  be  surprised  that  young   men, 

mical  appearances,  which  notes,  even  in  who  have  spent    their  time  in  the  ac- 

their  rough  state,  were  sent  to  Dr.  Hast-  quirement  of  knowledge  in  a  profession 

ings.    On  my  calling  on  that  gentleman,  which  requires  more  study  and  attention, 

at  his  request,  to  explain  the  details  more  and  entails  upon  them  a  heavier  responsi- 

fully  than  I  had  done  on  paper,  these  bility  than  any  other,  feel  the  inutility  of 

notes  were  produced  and  acknowledged  as  such  exertions,  when  regularly-educated 

mine;  and  when  he  told  me  that  it  was  physicians  do  not  hesitate  to  meet  such 

his  intention  to  publish  a  rc|>ort  of  the  practitioners  as  I  have  described,  and  to 
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conceal  Uic  egregious  blunders  that  daily  The  proceedings  of  the  day  will  com- 

and  hourly  occur  to  them.    It  may,  per>  mence  with  a  meeting  of  the  Council,  at 

haps,  be  said  that  I  hare  done  the  same  the  Anatomical  School,  the  Museum  of 

thing;    but  this   1   deny.      I  have  been  which  will  be  open,  for  the  inspection  of 

called  in,  and  have  attended,  in  more  tlian  the  members  of  the  association.    This  Mu- 

one  instance,  not  out  of  the  respect  I  bore  seum,  though  collected  within  a  few  years, 

to  the  practitioner,  but  from  a  desire  to  has,bytheindefatigablelaboursof  Mr.  Cox, 

save  the  patient  from  much  misery,  from  the  anatomical  lecturer,  with  the  assistance 

maltreatment;   and  where  this  has  been  ofnumerous donations,  become  an  object  of 

the  case,  I  have  never  derived  the  slightest  considerable  attraction,   particularly  the 

emolument,  because  I  consider  that  pro-  beautiful  collection  of  wax  models  which 

fessional  men  have  a  dutv  to    perform  it  contains;  and  I  would  suggest  to  the 

above  the  consideration  of  iee,  perquisite,  notice  of   visitors    a  very   valuable  and 

or  reward.  rare  specimen  of  extra- uterine  concejition^ 

There  are  other  persons  in  the  profes-  which  may  be  seen  under  the  same  roof, 
sion  besides  myself  who  have  declined  be-  After  the  preliminary  arrangements  have 
coming  members  of  your  association,  on  been  made  by  the  Council,  the  general 
this  ground  alone;  and  to  this  source  may  meeting  will  take  place  at  the  Philosophi- 
be  traced  one  of  the  causes  which  have  cal  Rooms.  This'  meeting  is  expected  to 
operated  in  producing  the  cry  for  medical  be  one  of  no  ordinary  interest.  The  pro- 
reform.  The  remedy  is  obvious ;  and  as  a  ceedings  will  be  opened  by  the  President ; 
public  association,  embracing  all  classes  of  after  which  the  annual  retrospective  ad- 
the  profession,  I  call  upon  you  to  express  dress,  which  was  to  have  been  prepared  by 
your  opinions  on  the  subject;  and  while  our  late  lamented  townsman.  Dr.  Barwali, 
such  continues  the  practice,  I  woald  ad-  will  be  delivered  by  Br.  Conolly  of  War. 
vise  the  regularly-educated  medical  man  to  wick,  a  gentleman  who,  from  his  high  ta- 
dispense  altogether  with  the  aid  of  a  phy-  lent  and  intimate  connexion  with  the  de- 
sician,  and  rather  trust  to  the  assistance  of  ceased,  was  naturally  designated  as  his 
a  brother  practitioner,  than  countenance  a  most  fit  substitute  on  the  present  occasion, 
line  of  conduct  which  strikes  at  the  foun-  In  accordance  with  the  plan  found  so 
dation  of  the  best  interests  of  the  profes-  successful  by  the  British  Association,  rc- 
non. — I  have  the  hononr  to  be,  ports  on  different  branches  of  professional 

Gentlemen,  knowledge  have  been  directed  to  be  pre- 

Your  obedient  servant,  pared  for  this  meeting.    The  subjects  se- 

GsoaoE  She  WARD.  lected  for  this  year  are— '<  A  Report  on 

Upton-apon-Seyeiu,  Anatomy,"  "  A  Report  on  the  Chemical 

June  80, 1834.  Pathology  of  the  Fluids  of  the  Human 

Body,"  and  *'  A  Report  on  Vaccination." 
The  reading  of  these  reports  will  consti- 
tute at  once  a  new  and  interesting  feature 
MEETING   OF  THE    PROVINCIAL  in  medical  meetings. 

ASSOCIATION.  Much  valuable  information  has  been  re- 

ceived  from  the  foreign  correspondents  of 

the  society,  which  will  also  be  communi- 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  cated  to  tne  meeting.    And,  in  conclusion, 

the  necessaiy  arrangements  will  be  made 
Sir,  for  the  ensuing  year— the  several  officers 
As  some  of  your  readers,  residing  at  a  appointed— the  subject  of  the  next  annual 
distance  from  this  place,  who  purpose  be-'  reports  selected,  and  the  individuals  named 
ing  present  at  the  approaching  meeting  of  who  shall  be  requested  to  prepare  them — 
the  **  Provincial  Medical  Association,"  and,  finaJly,  the  accounts  will  be  audited, 
may  wish  to  know  something  of  the  pro-  But  of  course,  sir,  that  important  feature 
cce<lings  likely  to  take  place,  I  will,  with  in  all  English  meetings —  provision  for 
your  permission,  give  a  slight  outline  of  the  bodily  man — vrill  not  be  neglected, 
the  arrangements,  so  far  as  I  can  learn  though  I  scarcely  expect  that  we  snail  in 
them.  this  respect  be  able  to  compete  with  our 
The  meeting,  as  announced,  will  take  Bristol  friends :  such  turtle  as  they  pro- 
place  on  Fri&y,  July  18th.  The  Presi-  vided  for  their  guests,  is  but  rarely  met 
dent  chosen  for  the  occasion  is  Br.  John  with  at  public  dinners  in  Birmingham ; 
Johnstone,  whose  high  character  is  too  and  champagne  seldom  flows  in  the  abund  • 
well  known  to  need  any  remark  from  me.  ance  in  which  they  supplied  it.  I  have 
His  influence,  and  that  of  his  family,  not  heard  whether  any  of  our  members 
which  has  for  so  many  years  stood  high  intend  imitating  the  laudable  example  of 
in  our  profession,  would  alone  ensure  both  the  hospitable  Mr.  Hetling,  who,  at  the 
a  numerous  and  highly  res|)ectable  atten-  Bristol  meeting,  invited  the  council  to  an 
dance  of  the  juofcKuon.  excellent  breakfast,  at  his  own  house— a 
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most  propitious  commenGemcnt  of  the 
day's  proceeding!!.  Althoagh,  howeyer, 
we  do  not  appear  likely  to  rival  our  Bristol 
friends  in  tlie  **  ci<utn«"— a  department 
"where  they  have  Ions  shone  pre  eminent — 
I  still  entertain  no  doubt  but  the  ensuing 
meeting  will  be  more  numerously  attended, 
and  go  off  with  greater  eclat fthvLn  any  pre- 
vious  re-union  of  the  Association,  (hir 
own  body-^and  we  muster  no  small  num- 
ber of  the  profession  in  Birmingham — all 
appear  most  anxious  to  promote  the  snc- 
cesd  of  the  meeting  to  their  utmost.  The 
great  increase  of  members  during  the  past 
year  is  perhaps  the  best  testimony  of  the 
zealous  interest  which  the  profession  at 
large  take  in  the  welfare  of  this  great  pro- 
vincial society. — I  am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant  and 
constant  reader, 

An  Associate. 

BirmlngbftOQ, 

July  1,  1834. 


LEGAL  MEDICINE  AT  MONT- 
PELLIER. 

A  PROFESSORSHIP  of  Chemistry  and  Toxi- 
cology has  just  been  founded  by  the  Fa- 
culty of  Montpellier.  Toxicology  is  thus 
separated  from  the  chair  of  Legal  Medi- 
cine,— an  arrangement  by  which  several 
advantages  are  gained.  Among  these  we 
may  enumerate  the  following:— I.  The 
course  of  Legal  Medicine,  already  quite  too 
extensive  to  be  efficiently  taught  in  a  sin- 
gle session,  is  now  divided  into  proper 
departments.-^2.  Legal  Medicine,  being 
detached  from  Legal  Chemistry,  can  now 
be  taught  in  a  superior  manner  by  ac- 
complished physicians  and  surgeons,  who 
may  not  happen  to  be  profound  in  general 
physics  or  chemistry;— and,  3.  Toxico- 
logy  will  be  better  taught  by  an  individual 
specially  cjualified,  and  who  shall  be  a  first- 
rate  chemist.  M.  Berard,  already  so  dis- 
tinguished as  a  physician  and  a  chemist, 
has  been  named  as  the  first  occupant  of  the 
new  chair.  The  professorship  of  Legeil 
Medicine  is  at  present  vacant,  but  will  be 
filled,  by  concours,  on  the  1st  of  December 
next. — Journal  Hebdamadaire, 


says  Dr.  Bartlett,  "  a  game  of  backgam- 
mon with  the  girl  during  one  of  the  pa- 
roxysms.  She  saw  perfectly  well — calling 
her  throws  of  the  dice,  and  moving  her 
pieces  regularly — ^through  several  thick- 
nesses of  a  white  handkerchief  bound 
closely  over  her  eyes.  She  could  read 
in  a  room  lighted  in  the  usual  manner, 
with  eight  folds  of  a  linen  handker- 
chief laid  over  her  eyes.''  The  girl,  it 
further  appears,  has  no  recollection  in  her 
lucid  intervals  of  any  thing  that  has  oc- 
curred in  her  somnambulous  state.  Dur- 
ing  her  paroxysms,  there  is  determination 
of  blood  to  the  head ;  and  she  suffers  other 
inconveniences,  which  render  the  constant 
care  of  Dr.  Woodward,  of  the  State  Luna- 
tic Asylum,  necessary  to  her.  The  news- 
papers have  contained  several  cnrions 
stories  about  this  girl ;  but  perhaps  the 
most  valuable  and  best-authenticated  fact 
connected  with  the  case  is  the  physiologi- 
cal one— of  the  inconceivably  small  quan* 
tity  of  light  with  which  it  is  possible  for 
the  eye  to  perform  its  functions. 

WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  of  BURIALS, 

From  Bills  of  Mortality,  July  8,  1834. 


Abaceti  8 

Age  Mnd  Debility  .  80 

Apoplexy      .       .  5 

Asthma         .  4 

Cancer          .        .  ] 

Cblldblrtb     .        .  2 

Consumption        .  62 
Constipation  of  the 

Bowels       .        •  2 

Convulsions         .  82 

Croup    ...  8 
Dentition  or  Teething  4 

Dropsy          .        .  17 

Dropsyon  the  Brain  10 

Dropsy  on  the  Cheat  I 

Erysipelas    .        .  1 

Ferer     ...  3 

Perer,  Scarlet      .  4 

Perer,  Typhas     .  1 

Heart,  diseased  .  2 


Hernia ...  1 

Hooping- Cough    .  -    8 

Hydrophobia        .  1 

Inflammation        .  29 

Bowels  &  Stomach  1 

Brain         .        .  4 

Lungs  and  Pleura  H 

Jaundice       .        .  1 

Liver,  diseased     .  A 

Bfeasiles        •        .  7 

Miscarriage  •        .  1 

Mortification         .  2 

Paralysis       .        .  U 

Mmali-Pox     .        .  a 

Stone  and  Gravel  2 

Thrush         .        .  1 

Tumor           .        .  1 

Uuknown  Cnnses  6 

Stillborn      .         .  14 


Decrease  of  Burials,  as  compared  with  >   «, 
the  preceding  week       .       .       .  i 


CURIOUS  CASE  OF  SOMNAM- 
BULISM. 

A  CORRESPONDENT  of  the  American  Jour- 
nal of  Medical  Sciences  informs  the  editor, 
that  he  had.  recently  had  an  opportunity 
of  seeing  the  celebrated  Springfield  som- 
nambulist. The  extraordinary  part  of  the 
case,  according  to  this  gentleman,  seems  to 
consist  in  the  marvellous  susceptibility  of 
the  eye  to  iu  natural  stimulus.  <*  I  played," 


NOTICES. 

A  Doctor  of  St.  Andrett's.— On  look- 
ing over  the  paper  a  second  time,  we  agxee 
with  our  correspondent  that  a  modification 
of  it,  such  as  we  suggested  in  the  first  in. 
stance,  would  not  be  very  practicable.  We 
have  accordingly  forwarded  it  to  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Hetling's  letter  to  Mr.  Warburton 
appearing  to  be  a  circular,  we  are  obliged 
to  decline  giving  it  insertion. 

Machaon. — We  regret  that  we  cannot 
find  room  for  the  letter  from  York. 

SS. — The  physiological  contributions 
will  not  suit  our  pages. 

W.  Wilson,  Printer.  ft7,  Sktnner*S}tr«et,  London. 
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^  LEG  TUBES  in  those  characterizing  the  second  order 

the  very  reverse  obtains :  the  child  is  so 

placed  that  natnre  unaided  can  scarcely  ever 

THEORY  AND  PRACTICE    OF  eflTect  her  object;  and  an  operation  always 

MIDWIFERY  *  attended  with  pain,  difficulty,  and  danger, 

'  is  requisite  before  delivery  can  be  accom- 

Delivered  at  the  London  Hospital,  plished.      This  operation,  if  undertaken 

Br  Francis  H.  Ramsbotham,  M.D.  ^^°?  ^^  fi"*  t^'fA^f^''I'  ^w?' 

'  paratively  easy ;  but,  if  delayed  until  the 

-^—  process  l>e  much  advanced,  it  becomes  one 

Lbctcbb  XLI.  "r  »?«  "?»»'  ^«"''  *"  '!l^T\  *°^' 

eateru  paribus,  the  danger  attendant  upon 

PRfiTERNiirirRilL  LABOUR,  it  is  in  proportion  to  the  difficulty.    It 

•.^^.«...»  ..•<..m.»..w^».  would  be  supenQuous,  therefore,  to'insist 

,  TKANtvBRSE  FBE8BNTATION8.  ^^  ^^^  necessity  of  cariy  forming  a  correct 

The  second  order  of  preternatural  cases  diagnosis. 

embraces  all  those  in  which  any  other  part  Absence  of  symptoms  previous  to  the  commence^ 
of  the  foetal  body  presents,  except  the  ment  rf  2a6our.— There  are  no  symptoms 
bead,  breech,  or  inferior  extremities;  and  manifested  previously  to  the  commence. 
tbeee  will,  next  in  order,  occupy  our  ment  of  labour  by  which  we  are  able  to 
attention.  determine  that  the  child  lies  transversely 
When  the  foetus  lies  transversely,  the  in  utero.  It  has  been  said  that  if  the 
long  diameter  formed  by  its  double!  body  uterus,  in  its  general  figure,  be  broader 
being  across  the  uterus  from  side  to  side,  than  it  is  long,  we  may  suspect  a  trans- 
the  familiar  term  cross-birth  is  peculiarly  verse  presentation  under  labour:  this,  how. 
i^plicable;  and  to  this  variety  of  preter-  ever,  is  by  no  means  universally  the  case; 
natural  casee  it  should,  in  strict  propriety,  it  is  but  a  vague  supposition  at  the  best, 
*"  be  limited.  and  no  reliance  can  be  placed  on  it ;  for 
I  have  already  stated  it  as  my  opinion  the  greater  breadth  of  the  uterus  may  de. 
tbat  there  is  no  part  of  the  child's  body  pend  on  its  containing  l^ins;  and  although 
which  may  not  offer  itself  as  a  presenta.  they  both  may  be  presenting  either  with 
tion  under  labour.  You  may  therefore  the  head  or  breech,  it  is  evident  that  the 
readily  imagine,  that  when  situated  trans-  oi^an  must  occnpy  more  space  laterally 
▼efaely,  the  bead  may  lie  upon  the  right  or  than  if  there  were  but  one  child  lying  in 
left  ilium,  with  the  face  directed  either  the  natural  position.  An  increased  quan- 
forwards  or  backwards,  so  tbat  either  the  tity  of  liquor  amnii  may  also  influence 
right  or  left  side,  the  back,  chest,  or  abdo-  the  shape  of  the  gravid  womb ;  and  some- 
men,  may  be  placed  downwards.  times  the  uterine  fibres  are  not  developed 
I  Importance  of  discrimiiuttlng  between  the  first  with  their  accustomed  regularity,  but  some, 
smd  second  order  of  preternatural  presentations,  more  rigid  than  the  others,  refuse  to  yield  in 
—-It  IB  of  the  greatest  possible  consequence  due  nroportion,  and  thus  occasion  an  un- 
tbat  we  should  be  able  to  discriminate  in  usual  form.  We  can,  therefore,  by  no 
practice  between  the  first  and  second  means  rely  for  a  diagnostic  mark  on  the 
orders  of  preternatural  presentations,  be-  external  figure,  as  detected  by  the  applica- 
cftase  thoae  which  are  embraced  within  tion  of  the  hand. 

the  first  are,  generally  speaking,  termi-        No  causes  to  which  it  can  be  assigned. — Nor 

nated  by  the  efforts  of  nature  alone,  or  are  there  any  causes  evident  to  which  we 

with  very  little  artificial  assistance ;  while  can  assign  this  peculiar  presentation  of 

346.— xiv.  2  N 
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the  foetus.    I  have  already  mentioned  that  full  extent  within  the  vagina ;  for  you  will 

particular  postures  of  the  mother's  body  easily  understand,  that  when  the  uioalder 

were  supposed  to  regulate  in  some  d^^ree  presents,  the  foetus  cannot  descend  into 

the  position  of  the  child  in  utero ;  but  this  the  pelvis  in  the  same  way  as  when  the 

observation  is  proved  to  be  as  incorrect  in  head  or  breech  offers  at  the  brim,  being 

regard  to  shoulder  presentations  as  it  is  to  supported  by,  and  resting  on,  the  ale  of 

breech.    I  also  stated  that  Mr.  Barlow,  in  the  ilia. 

his  "  Essays  on  Surgery  and  Midwifeiy,"  We  may  also  nupect  that  the  child  is 
tells  us  "  he  is  induced  to  believe  that  pre-  lying  transversely,  if,  when  the  membranes 
natural  presentations  take  place  more  fre-  have  ruptured,  the  uterus  ceases  to  act  for 
quently  when  the  pelvis  is  distorted  than  some  hours ;  for  it  often  happens  that  al- 
otherwise;"  that  this  coincided  with  my  though  the  pains  were  frequent  and  power- 
own  observation :  and  indeed  Denman  him.  ful  before  the  membranes  rupture,  they 
self,  (than  whom  a  more  observant  prac-  cease  entirely  for  a  considerable  time  di- 
titioner,  or  one  more  cautious  in  promul-  rectly  the  first  stage  is  completed;  and  we 
gating  either  statements  or  doctrines,  has  presume  that  this  is  owing  to  the  os  uteri 
never  appeared  as  a  medical  author,)  as-  having  lost  the  stimulus  previously  af- 
sures  us  that  in  more  than  one  instance,  forded  it  by  the  aqueous  cvst  while  it  re. 
after  he  had  fully  satisfied  himself  that  the  mained  whole ;  for  as  the  /oetal  body  is,  as 
head  presented  at  the  commencement  of  it  were,  suspended  by  the  sides  of  the  ma- 
labour,  he  has  left  his  patient  for  some  temal  pelvis,  the  presenting  part  cannot 
hours,  and  on  the  next  examination  found  immediately  subside  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Uiat  the  situation  of  the  child  was  mate-  womb,  as  occurs  when  either  the  head 
rially  changed,  the  shoulder  being  then  at  or  breech  is  protruded  first.  But  we  can 
the  6rim,  and  the  head  having  receded  out  onl^  pontively  detect  a  transverse  presen- 
of  the  reach  of  the  finger.  He  states  also,  tati(»n,  by  distinguishing  the  different  parts 
that  "  it  is  remarkable  the  occurrence  has  of  the  child  which  indicate  to  us  the  mode 
always  happened  to  women  who  were  de-  in  which  it  lies. 

formed ;"  and  adds,  **  that  it  may  lead  to  Although  transverse  presentations,  in  all 

an  explanation  of  one  cause  at  least  of  their  varieties,  occur  only  once  in  about 

preternatural  labours."    It  will  be  in  your  320  cases,  according  to  my  tables,  their  in- 

remembrance  that  I  have  detailed  a  case  frequency  should  be  no  excuse  for  our  ne- 

which  happened  under  my  own  eye  per-  glecting  to  gain  all  the  information  in  our 

fectly  confirmatory  of  Dr.  Denman's  state-  power  respecting  their  history,  their  diag- 

ment,  if  confirmation  were  required ;  and  nostic  marks,  and  treatment.    In  La  Ma^ 

although  the  same  must  have  been  re-  temitif  at  Paris,  indeed,   the   frequency 

marked  by  other  practitioners,  as  yet  no  would  appear  greater;  for,  out  of  10,724 

useful  result  has  originated  from  the  hint,  children  bom  in  that  institution,  according 

Transverse  presentations  are  by  no  to  the  last  report,  the  proportion  of  those 
means  comparatively  more  frequent  among  <<  presenting  with  the  trunk"  was  one  in 
the  poor  tnan  those  in  affluent  circum-  less  than  ^tSo  births, 
stances :  but  some  women  seem  to  be  na-  Labour,  then,  would  most  likely  at  first 
turally  predisposed  to  this  irregularity,  commence  less  actively  than  under  a  head 
Thus  a  patient  of  my  own,  whom  I  at-  presentation ;  the  uterus  would  become 
tended  in  all  her  labours,  out  of  five  chil-  somewhat  diminished  in  bulk  before  the 
dren  which  she  has  borne,  has  been  the  dilating  process  commenced ;  but  for 
subject  of  four  transverse  presentations :  the  reasons  I  have  assigned  it  would 
her  pelvis  is  slightly  distorted  at  the  brim,  not  so  fully  descend  into  the  pelris  as 
Ana  another  woman,  now  dead,  who  al-  when  the  head  presented.  At  first  the 
ways,  under  pr^inancy,  became  a  patient  pains  would  be  short  and  infrequent ; 
of  the  Royal  Maternity  Charity,  in  twelve  they  would  then  become  more  power- 
labours  suffered  seven  shoulder presenta-  ful;  the  membranes  would  burst;  and 
tions.  I  delivered  her  myself  five  times  after  their  rupture,  the  uterus  would 
under  these  difficulties,  and  my  father  probably  remain  an  indefinite  time  inac 
twice.  tive.    On  the  resumption  of  its  pow^ers, 

Suxpieiout  tympicms,— It  is  then  only  after  however,  the  presenting  part  would  be 

labour  has  commenced,  and  when,  indeed,  more  or  less  forced  down  into  the  pelvis; 

it  has  made  some  prog^ss,  that  we  can  and  in  time,  provided  the  case  were  left 

positively  detect  a  transverse  presentation,  entirely  to  the  natural  efforts,— no  artifi- 

We  mxj'mspeet  an  irregular  position,  if  cial  assistance  of  any  kind  being  rendered, 

the  OS  uteri,  although  flaccid,  opens  slowly  —one  of  three  things  must  happen ;  either 

—if  the  membranes  protrude  mtd  the  va-  the  uterus,  by  its  own  inordinate  action, 

gina  rather  in  the  form  of  the  finger  of  a  must  rupture  its  own  structure--an  acci- 

fflove  than  the  round  end  of  an  egg — and  dent  which  is  almost  invariably  fl&tal ;  or 

if  we  cannot  feel  any  part  of  the  child,  by  a  continuance  of  its  strong  exertions  it 

even  when  the  finger  is  carried  up  to  its  mnstwearitself  out,  and  graduiilly  cease  to 
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set,  on  which  state  exhaustion  will  super-  head— that  it  cannot  be  the  breech ;  but 

rene,  and  death  will  sooner  or  later  occur ;  it  must  be  either  the  superior  or  inferior 

or,    thirdly,    the    child's    body   will    be  extremity.     The    foetus,    then,    may  be 

squeezed  into  a  smaller  compass  ^will  be  placed  transversely,  in  that  situation  which 

propelled  through  the  brim  into  the  cavity  requires  the  performance  of  an  operation, 

of  the  pelris,  and  will  eventuiJly  pass  or  it  be  so  situated  that  nature,  unaided, 

double :  for  I  can  scarcely  beliere  it  possi-  may  be  able  to  accomplish  delivery ;  so  that 

ble  that  the  woman  would  survive  the  en.  it  is  a  matter  of  the  greatest  consequence 

tire  dissolution  of  the  festal  bodv  by  putre-  to  determine  accurately  which  limb  it  may 

faction,  the  separation  of  its  limbs  and  be.    -Now,  of  all  points  of  the  body,  it  is 

other  component  parts,  and  their  evacua-  most  difficult  to  discriminate  between  an 

tion  in  a  disjointed  state.    The  doubled  elbow  and  a  knee.    In  the  knee,  however, 

expulsion,  or,  as  it  has  been  called  by  we  have  tlie  rounded  patella,  with  its  flat 

Denman,  the  **  spontaneous  erolntion,"  surface,  which  is  more  or  less  moveable  on 

(of  wliich  I  shall  speidc  hereafterX  has,  in-  the  condyles  of  the  thigh-bone.    On  the 

deed,  been  occasionally  obs^red,  but  it  is  contranr,  in  the  elbow   we   observe  the 

very  rai«.    It  is  certainly  not  to  be  ex-  pointed  olecranon  sharper  than  the  patella; 

peeted,  and  scarcely  can  be  hoped  for,  if  we  look  in  vain  for  the  smooth  flat  surface 

the  tenn  of  gestation  be  completed.    Pro.  which  the  knee  presents,  and  we  can  by  no 

Tided,indeed,  the  woman  have  not  exceeded  means  move  it  from  side  to  side.    The  last 

•even  monUis,  since  the  child  is  then  com'-  distinctive  mark,  however,  which  I  have 

paratively  so  small,  we  may  with  some  mentioned,  should  not  have  much  stress 

confidence  look  for  it;  but  beyond  that  laid  upon  it,  as,  in  this  respect,  we  are 

period  we  must  be  prepared  to  terminate  likely  to  be  deceived ;  for  when  the  knee 

the  labour  by  art  presents,  and  the  leg  is  turned  back  on  the 

MarhcfatruHwerMpreaenttUioH. — As  with  thigh,  the  patella  is  fixed,  in  consequence 

iiegard  to  the  breech,  so  also  in  every  va-  of  the  extension  of  the  rectus  femoris,  and 

riety  of  transTerse  presentations,  there  are  its  mobility  is  consequently  considerably 

•ome  marks  both  negative  and  positive,  impeded.    However,  ifthe  other  marks  are 

which  assure  us  of  the  particular  part  that  borne  in  mind,  we  cannot  well  be  deceived. 

offers  at  the  pelvic  brim ;  and  first  we  will  Should  any  doubt  still  exist,  let  us  not  lull 

give  oar  attention  to  that  which,  of  all  ourselves  into  dangerous  apathy  by  calcu- 

otfaers,  is  the  most  frequent — the  lating  the  many  chances  which  there  are 

Shauldfir, — ^This  part  of  thechild^s  person  in  favour  of  its  being  a  knee  rather  than 
is  not  so  large  in  bulk,  nor  so  hard  and  bony,  an  elbow  presentation ;  but  let  us  institute 
as  the  head;  and  it  has  neither  thegeneml  a  more  careful  examination.  If  no  part 
figure  of  the  head  nor  its  sutures.  Again,  it  of  the  child's  body  except  the  presenting 
is  not  so  lai|[e  in  its  rotundity  as  one  of  the  limb  is  to  be  felt— provided  the  mem- 
nates,  nor  IS  it  so  fleshy;  we  cannot  feel  branes  are  broken — it  would  be  right  to 
the  anus,  or  the  parts  of  generation.  There  bring  the  folded  extremity  fully  down, — 
is  but  little  ehance  of  oar  confounding  the  avoiding,  howeyer,  all  traction, — so  that  we 
shoulder  with  the  cranium;  but  the  diag-  may  be  able  to  ascertain  whether  it  be  an 
noetic  marks  between  it  and  the  breedi  arm  or  a  leg;  for  eyen  should  the  shoulder 
are  not  so  easily  made  out;  there  is  a  de  or  side  be  occupying  the  brim,  this  pro- 
gree  of  similanty  to  the  touch  between  ceeding  would  add  no  difficulty  to,  and  not 
the  top  of  the  shoulder  and  one  of  the  in  the  least  embarrass  us  in,  the  subsequent 
■atea,  which  it  is  not  always  easy  to  operation  of  turning, 
particnlarise.  The  positive  marks  are  Hand. — It  is  not  often  that  the  hand  pre- 
— >the  pointed  acromion,  most  depen-  sents  alone,  so  that  we  are  unable  to  feel 
4ent,— being  able  to  feel  the  spine  of  any  other  part  of  the  child's  body :  should 
the  scapula  posterioriy,  and  the  clavicle,  that,  however,  be  the  case,  it  would  be 
and  perhaps  the  ribs,  anteriorly, — being  known  from  a  foot  (and  that  is  the  only 
ahle  to  get  the  finger  within  the  ax-  part  with  which  it  can  possibly  be  con- 
ilia,  and  not  encountering  any  struc-  founded),  by  negative  'as  well  as  positive 
tares  similar  to  the  anus  or  genitals.  If  signs — by  there  being  no  rounded  instep — 
we  possess  the  advantage  of  discovering  all  no  prominent  heel ;  by  the  digits  not  all 
these  marks,  we  can  never  be  disappointed  being  in  one  line.  The  positive  signs  are 
In  distinguishing  that  the  presenting  part  the  flattened  palm,  the  fingers  being  longer 
is  the  shoalder.  than  the  toes,  and  themselves  not  all  of 

Elbow,~^lt  sometimes  happens  that  the  the  same  length,  and  by  the  thumb  form- 

child  presents  perfectly  transversely,  and  ing  an  antagonist  power  to  the  other  four. 

the  elbow  comes  down  doubled  into  the  But  the  being  able  to  feel  the  hand  does 

pelyis,  offering  itself  in  the  vagina.    Im.  not  necessarily  imply  that  the  child  lies  in 

mediately  that  the  elbow  meets  the  finger,  a  transverse  position ;    for  it  is   by  no 

we  can  lie  positive  that  a  limb  presents;  means  unusual    for   this  member  to  be 

we  may  easily  know  that  it  cannot  be  the  placed  upon  the  ear,  or  by  the  side  of  the 
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nates,  and  to  prolapse  before  either  of  those  the  cartilages,  at  their  origin  from  th« 

parts,  as  soon  as  the  membranes  break;  sternum, and  the  intercostal  spaces.    This 

which  cases,  as  we  shall  hereafter  learn,  re-  is  perhaps  a  rarer  presentation  than  any 

?uire  little  or  no  artificial  interference,  of  those  I  haTe  prefiously  mentioned, 
t  becomes  our  duty,  then,  as  soon  as  a  Abdomen.  —  llie  rarest  presentation  of 
hand  is  detected,  to  examine  most  mi-  all  is  the  abdominal.  Out  of  more  than 
nutely,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whe-  120  transverse  presentations  in  which  I 
ther  the  head,  breech,  or  shoulder,  be  at  have  myself  operated,  I  have  only  met 
the  brim ;  and  to  act  according  to  the  in-  with  this  peculiar  position  once.  Smel- 
formation  we  then  obtain.  lie  has  furnished  a  plate,  in  which  he  has 
Side, — The  side  of  the  child  may  present,  delineated  the  navel  as  the  presenting 
and  here  also  we  have  some  negative  as  part.  If  the  case  were  allowed  to  proceed 
well  as  positive  marks  to  guide  us.  The  without  interference,  the  abdonwn  would 
side  possesses  neither  the  roundness  nor  be  squeezed  somewhat  through  the  brim 
the  firmness  of  the  head,  nor  any  sutures  of  the  pelvis  after  the  membranes  break, 
or  fontanelles ;  neither  is  there  the  double  There  can  scarcely  be  a  chance  of  mis- 
rotundity  nor  the  soft  fleshy  feel  of  the  taking  this  presentation.  We  shall  feel 
breech:  we  cannot  distinguish  the  parts  the  large,  soft  abdomen,  possessing  no 
of  generation  nor  l^e  anus— we  can  feel  no  osseous  formation ;  we  shskll  perhaps  be 
other  part  of  the  child  except  the  ribs,  and,  able  to  distinguish  the  ensiform  cartila^  ; 
it  mi^  be,  Uie  arm  also.  The  side  may  be  but  a  more  positive  mark  is  the  insertion 
principally  distinguished  by  the  spaces  be-  of  the  funis  umbilical  is.  Whenever  we 
tween  the  ribs ;  and  if  two  of  these  can  be  can  feel  the  commencement  of  the  cord  by 
clearly  traced,  there  can  exist  no  doubt  as  the  finger,  there  exists  a  belly  presentation 
to  the  presentation.  The  head  is  the  only  most  undoubtedly.  Do  not,  however, 
part  of  the  body  for  which  the  side  is  let  us  suppose  that  all  cases  in  which  a 
likely  to  be  mistaken,  and  I  have  actually  fold  of  the  funis  comes  down  into  the 
known  this  mistake  occur,  if  we  could  Tagina  must  turn  out  presentations  of  the 
only  feel  two  ribs  and  one  intercostal  space,  abdomen,  because  the  cord  frequently  pro- 
it  might  be  possible  for  us  to  be  deceived ;  lapses  when  other  parts  of  the  child  are  at 
we  might  suppose  the  margin  of  the  ribs  the  brim. 

to  be  the  edges  of  the  parietal  bones,  and  Modei  in  tohidh  the  openUum  of  turning  may 

the  space  itself  the  sagittal  suture.  But  I  be  performed. — Having  determined  that  the 

have  already  instructed  you,  that  if  there  case  under  a  transverse  presentation  is  not 

be  any  doubt  with  regard  to  the  presen-  to  be  left  to  nature — that  it  is  more  likely 

tation,  under    the    mode  in    which  we  that  the  uterus  wUl  rupture,  or  that  die 

usually    examine — ^with  the  first   finger  patient  will  die  exhausted,  than  that  the 

of  the   right   hand — ^two   fingers  of  the  child  will  pass  double — we  must  make  ap 

left  should   be  introduced,    or   thai   we  our  minds  to  change  its  position  by  an 

should  even  pass  in  the  whole  hand,  and  operation.    First,  then,  let  ns  inquire  in 

ascertain  the    presentation,    rather  than  what  that  operation  consists ;    and,  se- 

allow  hour  after  hour  to  elapse  in  doubt  condly,  what  period  of  the  labour  we  shall 

on  so  material  a  question.  select  for  its  performance. 

Baek. — A  child  may  present  with  its  Three  different  modes  have  been  recom- 

back,  although  this  is  a  verv  uncommon  mended,  and  they  vJl^  perhaps,  enjoy  their 

position  for  it  to  lie  in.     Three  or  four  peculiar  advantages, 

of  the  spines  of  the  vertebrae  can  be  fdt  The  first  is,  that  we  ihould  raise  the 

by  the   fingers ;   and  we  can  also  detect  presenting  part,  introduce  the  hand  into 

the  origins  of  the  ribs,  even   before  the  the  uterus,  seize  hold  of  the  head,  bring  it 

OS  uteri   is  completely   dilated.      When  to  the  brim  of  the  pdvis,  and  convert  the 

the  back  presents,  it  is  of  no  conseouence  case   into    a   natural  presentation.    The 

whether   the  part  directly  over   die   os  second  advice  is,  that  we  should  introduoe 

uteri  be  near  tne  shoulder  or  the  breech,  the  hand  into  the  uterus,  run  it  along  the 

•^whether  we  feel  the  lumbar  or  the  dor-  abdomen  of  the  child,  take  hold  of  the 

sal  vertebras,  the  same  thing  is  required  breech  firmly,  grasp  it  with  the  fingers, 

to  be  done — ^the  breech  or  the  legs  must  be  bring  it  to  the  pelvic  brim,  and  make  it 

brought  down  by  the  introduction  of  the  a  breech  case.    And,  lastly,  we  are  told  to 

hand,  and  the  case  terminated  by  turning,  introduoe  the  hand  as  high  as  the  fundus 

Chest,  —  The  chest  may  present, — any  uteri,  running  it  along  the  body  of  the 

point  of  the  sternum  meeting  the  finder,  child,  scwrch  for  the  feet,  and,  oringing 

There  would   be  difficulty  in  detecting  down  one  or  both,  make  the  child  perform 

this  presentation  by  the  first  finger  of  the  a  complete  evolution,  and  extract  it  foot- 

right  hand ;  but  by  introducing  two  fin-  ling.    The  ancients  were  fully  impressed 

gers,  or  the  whole  of  the  left  hand,  we  wiUi  the  danger  of  transverse  presenta- 

shall  feel  the  sternal  bones,  the  continn-  tions ;  and  in  the  works  of  ^tius,  who 

ancc  of  the  bony  plane,  the  ribs,  or  rather  was  a  compiler  from   previous  authors. 
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many   hints   may   be  found  relative  to  sages  having  been  considerably  distended 

bringing  down  the  feet  by  turning,  under  by  the  transit  of  the  breech,  are  rendered 

such  an  unfortunate  situation.  The  opera-  in  a  fitter  state  for  the  easy  escape  of  the 

lion,  howerer,  was  not  geneimlly  adopted  shoulders  and  the  head,  than  when  the 

till  the  time  of  Parey,.  to  whom,  although  feet  are  first  brought  down.     But  this 

he  be  not  the  first  suggester  of  this  great  mode  of  acting  is  also  both  difficult  and 

Eractical  improvement,  is  justly  due  the  somewhat  dangerous,  and  that  from  the 

onour  of  baring  satisfactorily  proved  its  same  causes  as  embarrass  the  operator  in 

safety  and  utility,  and  enforced  its  adop.  the  attempt  to  bring- down  the  head.    We 

tion,  both  by  his  precepts  and  example,  are  not    able  to    eneompass  the  breech 

Before  Parey's  time, — the  middle  of  the  readily ;  we  cannot  easily  grasp  it,,  so  as 

sixteenth  century,-— there  seem  to  have  been  to  bring  it  over  the  pelvic  brim,  in  oonse* 

instituted  no  precise  rules  for  the  manage-  quence  of  its  bulk  i^  form, 

ment  of  ibis  order  of  preternatural  cases;  The  third  means  is  by  far  the  most  dan-- 

it  was  the  almost  invariable  practice  to  gerous  to  the  child,  but  by  far,  also,  the 

endeavour  to  bring  the  head  over  the  pelvic  safest  to  the  mother— that  of  grasping  one 

brim,  but,  failinff  in  that  attempt,  most  or  both  feet,  bringing  the  breech,  through 

writers  directed  tnat  the  child  should  be  the  hold  they  afford,  into  the  pelvis,  and 

extracted  in  whatever  manner  was  most  extracting  the  foetus  by  their  agency.  This 

practicable.    In  Celsus,  indeed,  we  find  it  is  the  mode  of  delivery  which  I  mysdf 

recommended,  that  if  the  f<et%u  cannot  bt  adopt,  and  which  I  strongly  advise  you  to 

t^vught  into  a  proper  direction,  the    head  follow  in  all^  cases  where  there  is  a  neeea- 

shomd  be  separated  from  the  body,  as  the  sity  for  turning  the  child, 

onlylikelymeansof  accomplishingdelivery.  Period  vAen  the  operation  should  he  per- 

— <*  Remedio  est  cervix  praecisa ;  ut  sepa-  /ormed.— The  time  most  favourable  for  the 

ratim  utraque  pars  auieratur.^'  operation  of  turning,  is  when  the  os  uteri. 

Of  these  three  modes,  ^hat  of  raising  vagina,  and  external  parts,  are  perfectly  re- 
the  shoulder  and  bringing  down  the  bean  laxed,  while  the  membranous  cyst  remains 
would  be  the  sa£Dst  to  the  child,  because  still  entire.  The  operation,  then,  should  be 
there  would  then  be  no  chance  of  pressure  delayed  as  long  as  is  consistent  with  the 
on  the  funis  umbilicalis ;  and  it  is  that  integrity  of  the  membranes,  and  the  pre- 
pressure  which  usually  destroys  the  foetus  servation  of  the  lioaor  amnii  within  the 
under  the  operation  of  turning ; — but,  al-  uterine  cavity ;  for  the  presence  of  the  wa- 
thoogh  safest  for  the  child,  it  is  the  most  ter  allows  the  easy  introduction  of  the  hand 
dangerous  to  the  mother,  as  well  as  the  completely  within  the  womb,  and  permits 
most  difficult  to  the  operator;  and  the  the  child  to  be  turned,  by  means  of  the 
danger,  as  might  be  expected,  is  in  pro-  feet,  in  any  direction  which  is  desirable. 
portion  to  the  difficulty.  The  form,  size,  If,  then,  we  have  the  conduct  of  the  case 
and  slippery  nature  of  the  cranium,  all  from  the  commencement,  let  us  operate 
combine  to  produce  this  difficulty.  Even  before,  the  membranes  break, 
although  the  shoulder  may  be  raised  from  But  ag^in,  we  cannot,— and  it  would  be 
the  brim,  and  pushed  entirely  out  of  the  idle  to  suppose  that  we  could, — pass  our 
way,  it  is  no  easy  matter  to  grasp  the  hand  into  the  uterus  before  dilatation  has 
head,  so  as  to  bnng  the  vertex  over  the  gone  on  to  some  extent  both  in  the  vagina 
eentre  of  the  superior  aperture ;  and  in  and  in  the  os  uteri.  We  could  not  expect  to 
these  attempts,  which  will  most  likely  re^  be  able  to  effect  our  object,  when  the  os 
quire  to  be  repeated,  lacerations  and  con-  uteri  is  not  opened  beyond  the  size  of  a 
tusions  of  the  uterus  or  vagina  could  sixpence  or  a  shilling,  unless,  indeed,  it  be 
scarcely  be  prevented.  From  the  danger  much  softer  than  usual  under  this  slight 
and  difficulty  accompanying  this  opera-  degree  of  dilatation ;  but  when  it  has  ac- 
tion, it  is  now,  1  believe,  entirely  aban-  quired  the  diameter  of  half  a  crown,  or  a 
doned  in  England  as  a  means  of  de-  crown,  it  will  generally  suffer  itself  to  be 
livery  under  transverse  presentations,  dilated  to  such  an  extent  as  will  admit  the 
although  recommended  by  Dubois,  in  hand,  without  injury  to  its  structure. 
France,  as  applicable  to  some  few  cases.  Since,  then,  we  have  ascertained  that  it 
Tlius  the  last  Imports  from  La  Materniti  in-  is  highly  desirable,  under  a  transverse  pre- 
form us,  that  out  of  fifty-nine  cases  of  sentation,  that  the  position  of  the  child 
transverse  presentation,  two  were  termi-  should  be  changed  previously  to-  the  rup- 
nated  by  bringing  the  head  to  the  pelvic  ture  of  the  membranes,  but  that  it  is  lu- 
brim.  most  impossible  to  accomplish  this  object 

Delivery  by  the  breech  offers  an  expe-  before  the  os  uteri  has  acquired  a  certain 

dient  second  in  degree  safe  to  the  child;  diameter — since,  also,  there  is  great  dan- 

for,  as  already  mentioned,  when  the  leg^  ger  of  the  membranes  breaking  as  soon  as 

and  feet  Ue  up  against  the  child's  body,  the  bag  occupies  tbo  vagina,  so  as  to  press 

the  funis  umbilicuis  is,  to  a  certain  ex-  at  all  upon  the  external  parts— it  becomes 

tent,  protected  from  pressure,  and  the  pas.  of  importance  that  we  should  lay  down. 
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some  rule  for  otir  guidance  in  these  cases,  the  diameter  of  a  shilling :  but  when^ 

not  perhaps  unlTcrsally  to  be  followed,  but  in  process  of  time,  we  have  become  assmea 

to  be  classed  among  our  general  precepts ;  that  the  child  lies  transTersely,  let  us  not 

and  the   following  seems    the  most  ap-  exhibit  any  indication  of  anxiety  or  alarm, 

plicable.  for  the  woman's  sake;  let  ns  evade  her 

As  soon  as  the  mouth  of  the  womb  solicitous  inquiries  as  to  the  **  fainiess  of 
is  sufficiently  open  to  admit  the  four  fin-  the  case,"  by  some  general  reply,  and  hold 
gers  and  thumb  as  far  as  their  second  joint,  ourselves  in  readiness  to  act  with  prompti- 
we  may  expect  that  it  will  offer  but  a  tude,  should  the  bag  of  waters  break, 
slight  impediment  to  the  passage  of  the  or  any  other  untoward  occurrence  take 
hand,  ana  it  would  be  unwise  to  delay  place.  At  the  same  time,  however,  that 
delivery  until  the  perfect  dilatation  of  the  we  keep  her  in  ignorance  of  the  nnfor- 
organ ;  because,  while  we  are  procrastinat-  tunate  position  of  the  child,  it  is  right 
ing,  the  very  accident  may  happen  which  that  we  should  apprise  her  friends  that  it 
it  Is  so  desirable  to  aroid :  the  membranes  is  '^  a  cross-birth ;"  that  there  are  no  dan- 
may  give  way,  the  liquor  amnii  may  flow  gerons  symptoms  at  present;  that  she  will 
out,  and  the  uterine  parietes  may  strongly  require  to  be  delivered  by  art  before  the 
contract  around  the  foetal  body.  It  is  labour  can  be  terminated;  and  that  the 
possible,  however,  that  before  the  os  uteri  delivery,  as  it  must  be  an  artiflcial  one, 
has  attained  the  diameter  I  have  just  will  necessarily  be  attended  with  hasard. 
specified,  while  we  are  anxiously  watching  After  this  explanation,  if  a  consultation 
the  progress  of  the  case,  the  membranes  be  required,  it  is  much  better  to  acquiesce 
may  unexpectedly  break.  Under  this  un-  than  take  the  risk  of  the  event  entirely  on 
fortunate    occurrence,    even   though   we  ourselves. 

should  have  some  difficulty  in  dilating  the  Having  conscientiously  discharged  this 

OS  uteri,  we  must  proceed  to  the  delivery,  part  of  our  duty,  it  is  not  desirable  that 

if  it  can  be  effected  without  injury.    It  is  we  should  be  in  constant  attendance  by 

better  that  we  should  act  dius  than  wait  the  bed-side  of  the  patient,  nor  make  fre- 

patiently  for  a  greater  degree  of  dilatation,  quent  examinations,  lest  we  should  rup. 

during  which  supineness  on  onr  part,  the  ture  the  membranes.    We  have  gained  all 

lapse  of  every  minute  is  adding  to  the  the  information  we  want;  we  cannot  at 

danger  and  distress  consequent  on  the  case,  present  afford  any  assistance,  and  we  may 

The  principal   difficulty  in  operating  do  irreparable  mischief.    We  may  pass  onr 

previousl;^  to  the  rupture  of  the  mem-  finger  occasionally,  in  the  absence  of  pain, 

branes  will  usually  be  found  to  consist  in  to  watch  the  degree  of  dilatation  that  has 

the  dilatation  of  the  os  uteri,  the  external  taken  place ;  and  when  the  os  uteri  will 

parts,  and  the  vagina :  the  difficulty  after-  readily  admit  the  extremities  of  the  four 

wards  is  not  so  much  in  passing  the  hand  fingers  and  thumb  as  far  as  the  second 

up  to  the  mouth  of  the  womb  as  in  intro-  joint,  we  are  warranted  in  commencing 

ducing  it  into  the  cavity  itself;  and  the  the  operation.     For  the  first    time,   let 

difficulty  of  dilatinff  the  orifice  is  trifling  us  now  tell  the  patient  that  "  the  child  is 

in  comparison  with  that  of  overcoming  not  exactly  in  that  situation  which  we 

the  strength  of  the  uterine  contractions.  could  wish,  but  that  we  are  about  to 

I  have  remarked  that  the  uterine  aper-  do  something   to   remedy  its  position." 

ture  has  been  more  difficult  of  dilatation  She  will  most  likely  be  somewhat  alarmed, 

when  the  labour  was  premature;  and  I  and   inquire   eagerly   if  her  **  child    is 

attribute  the  resistance  offered  to  the  in-  across."    We  may  reply  that  its  situation 

troduction  of  the  hand,  under  such  a  case,  requires  some  alteration ;  assure  her  that 

to  the  imperfectly  developed  state  of  the  what  we  shall  do  will  not  place  her  in  dan- 

cervix,  rather  than  to  any  spasmodic  ac-  ger;  and  that  she  will  not  experience  more 

tion  in  the  fibres  of  the  os  uteri  itsdf.  pain  in  the  aggregate  than  if  the  child 

Modi  if  performing  the  dprroiMm.— In  the  were  presenting  naturally,    although  it 

conduct  of  a  case  of  this  kind,  then,  it  m^  be  a  little  more  acute  for  a  short  time, 

is  very  possible  that  in  onr  first  examina-  In  proceeding  to  the  operation,  the  first 

tion  we  may  not   detect  positively  the  thing  to  be  attended  to  is  the  position  of 

nature  of  the  presentation,  becanse  the  the  patient,  and  the  second  that  she  should 

child  lies  too  hiffh  for  us  to  reach  it  easily;  be  confined  to  a  certain  posture,  so  that 

but  if  we  find  this  the  case,  and  that  the  she  may  not  be  able  to  move  out  of  our 

membranes  are  coming  down  in  the  form  of  reach.    Unless  we  put  her  in  a  favourable 

finger  of  a  glove,  these  two  suspicious  position,  we  might  as  well  expect  to  ex- 

^nmstances  may  awaken  in  our  mind  a  tract  a  stone  from  the  bladder  with  the 

grounded  fear  that  it  is  a  transverse  knees  close  together,  as  hope  to  effect  a 

^tation.    So  long  as  we  are  in  doubt,  safe  delivery.    Dewees  recommends  that 

watch  the  ca»e  attentively,  and  the  patient  should  lie  upon  her  back,  with 

mfl  leave  tho  house,  even  though  the   nates  bn)ught  to  project  somewhat 

should    not'  be   dilated  to  over  the  edge  of  the  bed,  and  the  feet  sup- 
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ported  by  two  chain  at  a  conTcnient  dis.  the  left  hand  to  be  used  in  preference  to 
tanoe;  the  legs  being  separated,  and  the  theright,  I  shall  hereafter  trouble  you  with, 
knees  bent  1  cannot  but  think  that  this  The  stimulus  of  our  hand  will  most  pro. 
posture  would  be  very  irksome  and  dis-  bably  occasion  an  accession  of  uterine 
tressing  to  the  patient,  as  well  as  incon.  contraction,  and  the  membranes  will  be 
venient  to  the  operator ;  and  I  much  prefer  protruded  downwards  against  the  extremi- 
the  position  adopted  universally  in  this  ties  of  our  fingers,  and  burst  without  any 
country, — which  is,  indeed,  that  commonly  effort  on  our  part  A  small  anantity  of 
taken  under  labour, — on  the  left  side,  with  liquor  amnii  will  escape  externally ;  but  as 
the  knees  drawn  up  towards  the  abdomen,  the  pelvis  is  more  or  less  occupied  by  our 
and  the  feet  resting  against  the  bed-post,  hand  and  arm,  a  plug  is  formed,  which 
The  only  alteration  required,  is  that  she  preventstheentireevacuationof  the  water; 
should  be  brought  close  to  the  edge  of  the  so  that  this  fluid  being  retained  in  the 
bed,  that  we  may  have  her  perfecUy  under  uterus,  permits  the  child  to  make  a  perfect 
oar  command.  The  next  point  is  to  re-  and  easy  evolution.  The  membranes  being 
strain  her  In  this  position ;  and  this  we  broken,  the  hand  enters  into  the  centre  of 
may  accomplish  wiUiout  her  knowing  that  the  cavity  of  the  ovum,  and  comes  into 
we  are  oonnning  her  at  all.  We  request  a  immediate  contact  with  the  foetal  body, 
friend  to  take  hold  of  her  hand,  so  as  to  It  is  not  absolutely  necessary  minutely  to 
steady  the  shoulders.  Women  know  that  ascertain  the  position  in  which  it  lies— 
in  common  labour,  when  the  expulsive  although  to  have  obtained  such  knowledge 
pains  come  on,  they  are  much  assisted  by  earlier  mi^ht  be  desirable;  for  the  fingers 
fixing  the  upper  part  of  their  person,  being  earned  round  to  the  chest,  the  hand 
through  the  means  of  a  towel  fastened  to  may  be  slid  along  the  abdomen  until  one 
some  unyielding  point ;  and  they  therefore  or  both  feet  be  felt,  which  must  be  firmly 
seldom  object  to  grasping  the  hand  of  a  grasped,  and  the  breech  careAilly  and 
friend  instead.  We  must  not  fail,  however,  to  uowly  brought  down  into  the  pelvis.  I 
give  thi^  assistant  a  previous  intimation  to  think  it  highly  desirable  that  both  feet 
resist  any  efforts  which  she  may  make  to  should  be  taken  hold  of,  if  they  lie  toge- 
draw  herself  away.  The  nurse  must  then  ther  and  can  be  grasped  by  the  same  effort, 
raise  the  patient's  right  knee,  and  separate  because  the  evolution  of  the  foetus  is  so 
the  legs;  by  which  also  the  pelvis  is  much  more  easily  accomplished  when  both 
steadied  in  one  situation  ; — and  unless  are  brought  down;  but  if  one  only  be  ob- 
she  makes  a  violent  effort,  she  is  not  tained,  it  is  neither  necessary  nor  proper 
likely  to  move  far  away.  The  operator  that  we  should  spend  time,  and  inconve- 
must  then  take  off  his  coat,  for  witiiout  nience  our  patient,  by  searehing  for  th« 
this  precaution  he  will  necessarily  be  other.  Mr.  Radford,  of  Manchester,  in- 
foiled  :  if  he  simply  turns  up  the  cuff,  the  deed  (whose  name  I  have  before  had  occa* 
hand  is  only  admitted  half  within  the  sion  to  mention  to  you  witli  respect),  in  a 
uterus,  and  no  advantage  can  be  gained;  late  paper  in  the  Edinburgh  M«l.  Journal, 
should,  inde^  the  sleeve  even  aUow  of  has  insisted  on  the  advantage  to  the  child 
being  tum^  up  above  the  elbow,  it  com-  of  bringing  only  one  foot  down  under  the 
pressesthebioeps,  cramps  Uie  other  muscles,  operation  of  turning,  because  the  other 
and  prevents  the  free  motion  of  the  arm.  leg,  bent  up  towards  the  abdomen,  pro* 
The  left  arm  and  hand  must  be  bared,  and  tects  in  some  measure  the  funis  from  pies- 
anotnted  with  some  unctuous  application ;  sure,  and  because  the  nates  thus  prepare 
owe  being  taken  not  to  grease  inside  of  the  the  passages  for  the  exit  of  the  upper  parts 
finffers.  or  the  palm.  Kneeling  then  by  the  of  the  child's  body.  The  breech  being  in 
bea-side,  rather  than  sitting,  he  must  bring  the  pelvis,  the  principal  difficulty  of  the 
the  tops  of  the  fingersand  thumb  close  toge-  ease  is  over;  it  is  reduced  to  one  of  the 
ther,  nearly  into  the  same  level;  and  thus,  first  order  of  preternatural  presentations^ 
forming  the  hand  into  the  shape  of  a  cone,  and  must  be  terminated  by  the  rules  of 
commence  the  process  of  dilating,  with  the  which  you  are  in  possession.  Some  have 
utmost  delicacy  and  caution,  first  tiie  ex-  recommended,  after  the  feet  are  brought 
temal  parts,  next  the  vagina,  and  lastly  down,  that  we  should  leave  the  case  to  be 
the  OS  uteri  itself.  While  3ius  introducing  concluded  by  uterine  action ;  but  the 
the  hand,  it  is  better  not  to  pause  until  it  highest  authorities  all  agree  that  it  is 
be  fairly  passed  within  the  uterine  mouths  better  to  terminate  it  by  a  continuance  of 
unless,  indeed,  more  than  ordinary  oppo-  artificial  efforts — gently,  tenderly,  and  cau- 
sition  be  experienced — and  we  must  by  no  tiously  applied — taking  advantage  of  the 
means  withdraw  it,  lest  we  lose  the  advan-  assistance  of  the  pains,  and  avoiding  all 
tage  we  have  already  gained :   we  must  hurry  or  violence. 

therefore    be  prepared  to  resist  the  en-  Preeautiom.  —  Simple  and  easy  as  this 

treaties  of  our  patient  to  desist  from  our  operation  may  be  to  an   expert  hand,  it 

attempts.    My  reasons  for  recommending  is  by  no  means  unlikely  that  a  younger 
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practitioner  will  become   somewhat  em-        After  what  I  hare  jott  now  nid,  it  is 

oarrassed  ;    and   there   are   some  other  unnecessary  for  me  to  repeat  the  so-olleii 

points,  therefore,  to  which  we  must  de-  inculcated  doctrine,  that  force  in  the  in- 

Tote  a  portion  of  our  attention,  besides  troduction  of  the  hand  being  never  called 

the  rules  already  given.  for,  is  to  be  deprecated  in  the  liveliest 

In  all  cases  where  it  becomes  necessaiy  terms ;  that  hurry  in  the  extraction  of  tho 
to  form  this  artificial  change  in  the  situa-  child  is  not  desirable,  and  seldom  neoes- 
tion  of  the  foetus,  a  piece  of  strong  tape  sary ;    and  that  nothing  can  warrant  us 
should  be  procured,  at  one  end  of  which  in  having  recourse  to  violence.     And  I 
a  running  noose  must  be  made,  to  be  ap-  shall  close  my  remarks  this  morning  by 
plied,  if  requisite,  over  the  foetal  ankle ;  insisting   on  the  necessity  of  the  band 
for  this  will  Assist  us  materially  in  ex-  being  directed  by  the  mind,  even  in  the 
tracting  the  breech,  provided  any  difficulty  most  trifling  of  our  proceedings ;   and  by 
be  experienced  in  perfoAning  the  proper  conjuring  you    ever  to  bear  in  remem. 
evolution.    This  is,  indeed,  particularly  brance — during  this  as  well  as  all  other 
useful,  and  almost  indispensable,  when  the  obstetrical  operations-^the  delicacy  of  the 
operation  is  performed  under  a  strongly-  structures  within  which  you  are  acting, 
contracted  uterus;  and  its  mode  of  adapta- 
tion will  be  discussed  when  such   cases  ——————— — — ^— 

come  under  review. 

Again,  before  proceeding  to  the  opera-  PHYSIOLOGICAL  AND   PATROLOGICAI. 
tion,  it  is  right  that  we  should  satisfy  OBSERVATIONS 

ourselves  that  the  bladder  is  empty ;  and  if  ^^  ^^^ 

distended,  it  should  be  evacuated,  either 

by  the  voluntary  efforts  of  the  patient,  or  BLOOD    AND    URINE; 

by  the  catheter.    We  are  recommended  by 

some  practitioners,  indeed,  to  throw  an  Being  the  GuUtonian  Leeturet  fir  18S4,  delU 
enema  into  the  rectum  in  all  cases,  as  vered  at  the  Raual  Cellege  ^  Phyneumt. 

well  as  draw  off  the  urine.     If  the  bowels 

be  much  loaded,  such  a  precaution  may  be  Bt  Geo.  Burrows,  M.D. 

highly  proper,  for  the  purpose  of  ensuring  Fellow  of  Caioi  CoUege,  Cambridge. 


as  much  room  in  the  pelvis  as  possible, 
but  ordinarily  it  will  not  be  required;  and 


if  not  necessary,  may  be  hurtful,  partly  by  Lbcturb  ll.-^ReeapUulatum  of  Lecture  /.— 

complicating    our    duty,    partly    by    the  Effects  of  atkaliet,  alkaline  tattt,  and  nmttrai 

loss  of  time  which  must  attend  its  ad-  ealu,  in  combination  with  vegetable  aetde, 

ministration,   but    principally   from   the  on  the  animal  CBoenomy  —  ^  6.  Blane'e 

stimulus  which  may  be  propagated  to  the  opinions  on  the  uee  tf  carbonate  of  potoMh^^ 

uterus,  and  which   may  excite  increased  ProuVt  explanation  rf  the  power  of  alkaliee 

action  in  that  organ— a  circumstance  we  and  alkaline  taltt  to  control  the  Uthic  acid  dia' 

should  be    solicitous    to    avoid,  at  least  thetitofthe  urine-^  Observations  and  expert' 

before  the  introduction  of  the  hand.  ments  on  the  aUmmmous  urine  of  dropsiea'-^ 

Nor  is  it  of  small  importance  Uiat  we  Albumen  in  urine  not  alvfays  to  be  detected 

should  perfectly  satisfy  ourselves  it  is  a  by  the  application  of  a  heat  ef  lG(P^Power 

foot  we  have  p^rasped,  before  proceeding  to  of  the  alkalies  as  solvents  of  albumen  and 

extract;   for  if  we  allow  ourselves  to  be  other  soft  solids  of  the  body —Their  power  of 

thrown    off  our  guard  by  agitation,  or,  promoting   absorption  — >  Huxham's   case  of 

anxious  to  finish  the  delivery,  are  seduced  long-conttnued  use  of  carbonate  of  ammonia 

into  reprehensible  haste,  and,  by  mistake,  — Effect  on  the  blood—Use  of  muriate  rf 

bring  a  hand  down  into  the  vagina,  the  eoda  in  digettion — Dr,  Stevens's  opinions  on 

shoulder  will  come  to  occupy  the  brim;  the  use  rf  the  salts  in  the  blood'^On  the  pre 

the  foetus  will  still  be  transverse,  and  we  duction  of  carbonic  acid  and  animal  heat 

have  to  renew  our  attempts  at  "  turning"  in  the  capHlarie^~~The  alkalescent  state  of 

ttnder   very  much    increased   difficulties.  venous  blood  fivourable  to  abeorption  of  soft 

The    two  limbs   may    be    discriminated  solids  and  eoagulable  lymph  oJ[  inflammatio9t. 
from  each   other   by  the   marks  before 

enumerated.    And  I  would  here  strongly  ^'^f 

recommend  you  to  take  every  opportuni^  In  my  former  lecture,  I  took  the  oppor- 

yon  can  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  tunity  of  briefly  tracing  the  rise  of  the 

peculiarities  which  the  different  parts  of  humoral  pathologv  in  this  country,  under 

an    infant's  body  present  to  the  touch;  the  auspices  of  Linacre  and  Caius,  and 

and  this  vou  may  easily  effect  without  following  up  its  histoij  to  the  time  of 

excitingobservation,  by  carefully  handling  Cullen,  when  it  met  with  its  complete 

those  cnildren  for  whom  yon  may  be  at  overthrow.    I  adverted  to  a  paper  tnm 

different  times  consulted.  the  pen  of  Dr.  Stevens,  which  was  read  to 
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this  College,  detailing  the  effects  of  variouf  There  is  another  class  of  cases  in  which 
sabstances  (particularly  acids,  alkalies,and  alkaline  salts,  and  alkalies  in  combination 
neutral  salts)  upon  the  human  blood,  with  a  regetable  acid,  are  employed  very 
Without  wishing  to  disparase  the  con-  generally,  and  with  success ;  —  I  advert 
tributions  to  physiology  made  by  that  gen-  to  that  form  of  dropsy  termed  inflamma- 
tleman,  I  recalled  the  attention  of  my  au-  tory  dropsy,  generally  arising  from  the 
dience  to  the  experiments  and  opinions  of  specific  action  of  cold  upon  the  con- 
Boyle,  Boerhaave,  Huxham,  Pringle,  Hal-  stitution. 

ler,  and  Hewson,  upon  this  same  subject^  It  is  well  known  that  the  urine  in  such 
the  effects  of  acids,  alkalies,  and  neutral  cases,  when  tested  with  litmus  paper,  is 
salts  upon  the  human  blood ;  and  I  re-  found  to  be  acid,  and  that  when  heated  to 
peated  the  experiments  of  these  great  men,  160^  Faht.  a  more  or  less  abundant  coagu- 
and  exhibited  them  upon  this  table.  I  lation  of  albumen  takes  place, 
concluded  by  stating  that  the  effects  of  The  presence  of  these  qualities  in  the 
these  chemical  agents,  when  injected  into  urine  is  taken  by  many  excellent  practi- 
the  veins  of  man  and  living  animals,  were  tioners  as  an  indication  for  a  particular 
very  similar  to  their  operation  upon  the  kind  of  treatment,  which  is  usually  anti- 
blood  when  fresh-drawn  from  a  vein.  phlogistic  or  depleting,  accompanied  by 
I  shall  now  proceed  to  consider  what  are  the  internal  use  of  saline  diuretics,  very 
the  effects  of  alkalies,  neutral  salts,  and  commonly  the  tartrate  of  potash, 
acids,  upon  the  animal  economy— what  This  plan  is  continued  for  a  few  days, 
uses  they  are  applied  to  by  practical  phy-  the  urine  is  again  tested  with  litmus  papei*, 
aidans — what  injurious  consequences  arise  and  no  .excess  of  acid  |s  detected:  it  is 
from  an  excessive  quantity  of  them  taken  submitted  to  heat,  and  no  coagulation  of 
into  the  syAtem— and  what  reasons  there  albumen  ensues,  as  upon  the  first  occa- 
are  for  believing  that  it  is  through  the  sion.  A  certain  step  is  now  considered  to 
blood  that  these,  and  some  other aniuogous  have  been  gained:  the  physician  flatters 
medicines,  act  upon  distant  organs.  himself  that  he  has  got  rid  of  the  albumen ; 
Alkalies  and  alkaline  salts  are  extensively  but  this  I  believe  to  be  sometimes  an  ill- 
employed  in  the  treatment  of  diseases.  In  grounded  conclusion, 
moderate  doses  they  are  some  of  the  most  From  the  observation  of  a  number  of 
innocent  remedies  in  the  Pharmacopceia;  cases  of  dropsy  in  St  Bartholomew's  Hos- 
while  in  large,  or  firequentlv-repeated  pital,  some  arising  from  cold,  others  flrom 
doses,  they  form  a  class  of  most  destructive  organic  disease,  especially  of  the  kidney, 
poisons.  I  have  remarked  for  some  time  past  that 
Sir  Gilbert  Blane  long  since  pointed  patients  with  albuminous  urine  likewise 
out  the  value  of  doses  of  carbonate  of  pot-  had  that  secretion  pretematuially  acid, 
ash,  in  certain  diseases  of  the  urinary  or-  As  soon  as  the  urine  was  rendered  neutral, 
gans;  and  he  came  to  the  conclusion,  or  approaching  to  an  alkalescent  state,  by 
^  that  the  neutralizing  property  of  alka-  the  internal  use  of  saline  compounds  with 
line  sabstances  does  certainly  reach  the  vegetable  acids,  no  coagulation  of  albumen 
urinary  secretion;  for  (savs  he)  by  the  took  place,  upon  the  application  of  the 
internal  use  of  them,  the  urine  loses  test  before  employed,  a  heat  of  160^. 
its  quality  of  reddening  litmus  paper;  It  often  struck  me  as  a  most  remarkable 
nor  can  it  be  doubted  that  alkalies,  mag-  fact,  that  upon  one  visit  to  St  Bartholo- 
nesia,  and  lime,  hare  the  effect  of  aggra-  mew's  Hospital  I  found  several  patients  in  a 
vating  cases  in  which  the  concretions  con-  ward  with  albuminous  acid  urine;  and, 
sist  of  the  triple  phosphates."  upon  revisiting  the  patients  after  the  inter- 
But  it  is  to  Dr.  Prout  that  we  are  in-  val  of  twenty-four  hours,  that  their  urine 
debted  for  the  greater  part  of  our  know-  had  become  neutral,  or  nearly  alkaline, 
ledgeof  the  ^ects  of  alkalies  and  alkaline  and  that  no  albumen  could  be  detected; 
salts  on  the  urine :  no  one  can  rise  from  while,  after  another  interval  of  twenty- 
the  perusal  of  his  treatise  without  feeling  four  hours,  their  urine  had  again  become 
he  has  ^ned  much  valuable  practical  acid  and  alb.  minous. 
information.  He  has  shewn  us  how  Reflecting  upon  these  observations,  it 
effectually  he  has  been  able  to  control  the  appeared  to  me  probable  that  the  change 
lithic  acid  diathesis  by  a  judicious  use  of  from  an  add  to  a  neutral  or  alkalescent 
alkalies  combinc»i  with  vegetable  acids  •  :  state  of  the  urine  in  these  patients  was  the 
when  the  urine  is  steadily  acid,  high  cause  of  the  non-appearance  of  coagulated 
coloured,  and  concentrated  naturally,  it  albumen  upon  the  application  of  heat, 
may,  by  repeated  small  doses  of  saline  rather  than  that  this  secretion  should 
compounds,  containing  a  vegetable  acid,  have  undergone  such  rapid  transitions  in 
be  effectually  rendered  alkaline,  and  kept  its  component  parts,  in  such  short  inter- 
so  for  any  length  of  time.  vals  of  time.    To  elucidate  this  opinion,  I 

_—  made  the  following  experiments  upon  the 

•  PyotttonUrinsryPiscMcstp.aas.  urine  of  persons  labouring  under  dropsy 
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from  stnictural  change  of  the  kidney,  from  watch-glass,  and  a  small  quaatity  of  liquor 

the  injurious  effects  of  cold,  and  in  that  ammonia  added  to  it,  until  the  urine  was 

form  which  appears  after  scarlatina.     In  decidedly  alkaline:  the  application  of  heat 

all  of  these  cases  the  urine  was  albuminous  had  no  power  of  coagulating  the  albnmen 

and  acid.  when  the  urine  was  in  this  alkaltne  state. 

_         _      .                                 u     *    t<»  A  few  drops  of  solution  of  corrosive 

Case  I.— A  young  ^?™*°\  *?**"S  '?  sublimate  were  dropped  into  a  smaU  quan- 

years  of  age,  wm  admitted  dunng  Ust  ^^    ^f  ^^is  urine,  iKdan  immediate  white 

winter  into  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  p^cipitate  was  formed, 

under  the  care  of  Dr.  Roberts,  suffering  *-  in  this  experiment  heat  alone  was  proTed 

from  ascites  and  general  anasar«i     She  ^^  y^  ^  insufficient  test  of  the  presence  of 

stated  that  her  complaints  had  Iwted  only  albumen  in  the  urine;  and  it  likewise  ap. 

a  few  weeks,  and  she  attnbuted  them  to  a  ^  ^y^^^  y^             ^^^^  had  the  powir 

violent  cold  caught  by  constant  exposure  Jf  re- dissolving  coagulated  albumen.  Thi. 

to  bad  weather.                 ,       *    .. ,         3  property  of  liquor  potassae  to  retain  albu- 

Herunne    was    scanty,    turbid,   and  i,enun^ulated,Whenexposedtoahcatof 

changed  the  blue  litmus  paper  to  a  bright  ^qqo  q,  [Sgu  ^nd  also  of  rl^dissolving  00a. 

red.    A  ^rtion  of  this  unne,  «»Po«ed^  to  y^^  albumen,  I  beUeve  is  notgeneiaUy 

heat,  at  first  became  clearer;  but  as  the  S^o^irn 

heat  advanced  ud  to  180^,  an  abundant  jy^   Rostock,  indeed,  states  that  "  th* 

coagulation  of  albumen  took  place;   so  chemical  relations  of  coagulated  albumen 

much  so  indeed,  that  the  portion  of  urine  ^^^^  ^„  ^^  y^f^^^  coagulation.  AAer 

WM  almost  converted  into  a  mass  of  coa-  ^j  „  according  to  Dr.  Bostock,  «  it  be- 

gulated    albumen,   rcsembUng   hardened  ^^^^  completely  insoluble  in  water*.*' 

white  of  ef^,                                  ,  *    *t.  *  This,  however,  I  venture  to  say  is  not  per- 

To  a  portion  of  ^w jmne,  equal  to  that  ^^^'  ^^^^    ^^  jf  ^^  albuien  be  £m. 

employed  at  first,  I  added  a  few  drops  of  j^^^j  ^y  a  feeble  acid,  or  by  the  appU. 

liquor  ammonwB,  until  turmenc  paper  was  ^^^^^  of  moderate  heat,  it  UTw^m  Slu- 

''^.^JS^u.^  *  ^~*^  TIk"""*    ♦•  ^^?  t"^:  We  in  an  alkaline  solutionf .  ^his  pro- 

mitted  this  quwitity  to  the  acUon  of  heat  ^    ^f  ^  ^^^j^^  solution  to  re-dissblve 

until  It   boiled,    but  no  coagulation  of  J^^/uiated  albumen  seems  to  stiengtiien 

albumen  took  place  as  before.    The  same  thTopinion  of  Mr.  BrandeJ,  who  i4anls 

result  was  obtained  upon  the  employment  iiq„i^albumen  as  a  solution  of  soUdllbu- 

of  liquor  Dotassa,  instead  of  liquor  am-  ^^  j^  ^^^    ^^  that  galvanism,  acids, 

raoniJB.    In  this  instance,  then,  it  is  evi-  and  alcohol,  coagulate  it  ify  the  abstraction 

dent  that  heat  alone  wtm  not  a  sufficient  ^f  ^^^^^    Albumen,  in  its  liquid  state  in 

test  for  the  Presence  of  albumen.    Upon  the  egg,  is  ah»  alkaline,  being  combined 

neutralizing  the  alkali,  and  rendering  the  ^ith  soda, 
urine  again  acid,  the  application  of  heat 

readily  coagulated  the   albumen.     This  Case  III.— In  the  month  of  Februaiy 

woman  died,  and,  upon  dissection,  her  kid-  last  I  examined  the  urine  of  a  boy,  drop- 

neys  were  found  in  that  white,  hardened  sical  after  scarlatina.    I  found  the  urine 

condition,  described  by  Dr.  Richard  Bright,  acid,  and  upon  the  application  of  heat. 


J, ij     av  ^  Jiquur  UUUUW8W,  wuivu,  luier  a  soon  uoie. 

r  fWmi  cold:  tiie  ana.  re-dissolved  the  albumen ;  and,  upon  tiw 

At  my  request  he  g^nj  application  of  heat  to  this  alkales. 

of  unne  into  a  clean  ««„*  „,ii/ „^  «««„„i-*;«„  4^^,  ^i._ 


admitted 

under 

from  dropsy  arising  ftom  cold :  the  ana 

sarca  was  general. 

passed  two  ounces  u.  u«u«  jumi  »  vi^  ^^^t  urine,  no  coagulation  took  place, 

vessel :  It  changed  litmus  paper  to  a  pale  ^                     ^ 

pink  colour.  Case  IV.— Charles  Brown,  set.  30,  a 

A  small    quantity  of  this  urine  was  fisherman,  was  admitted  into  8t.  Bartholo- 

heated  in  a  watch-glass  over  a  spirit  lamp,  mew's  Hospital,  under  the  care  of  Dr. 

when  flakes  of  albumen  made  their  ap-  Latham,    May   1,  1834,    suffering  from 

peaiance.     To  this  portion  of  urine  thus  haematuria  to  a  great  extent,  which  he 

treated  I  added  a  few  drops  of  liquor  stated  had  first  appeared  after  a  violent 

potassa?,  until  it  was  decidedly  alkaline,  strain.    His  urine  was  abundant,  bighlv 

Upon  stirring  the  fluid  it  gradually  be-  acid,  of  the  colour  of  damson  juice,  ana 

came  clearer,  and  finally  the  coagulated  "when  ezpoeed  to  the  temperature  of  100^, 

albumen  was  entirely  re-dissolved  in  the  -^— —-----—-----■—--—---— — 

urine  *  PhTtlology,  vol.  I.  pp.  440  aod  473. 

A  few  drop,  of  nitric  .cid  were  then  ^'J^nX^TSS^to^Sfii'^^'^^'X^, 
added  to  this  same  quantity,  and  albumen  la  slkallM  than  when  »  moderate  beat  Is  em- 
was  again  coagulated.  ployed.    In  the  former  case  the  albumen  ondev* 

Another  portion  of  this  urine,  equal  in  f,?Jp^Tell«*Kd**'°•  f»' •*«••**"  *'•  f"»«' 

quantity  to  the  former,  was  poured  into  a  j  Phiioe.  Traaa.  1809,  p.  378. 
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exhibited  a  dense  white  clond  of  albumen,  lysis  proves  nentral,  and  where  no  coagn- 

He  was  ordered  to  take  3ss.  of  tartrate  of  lation  takes  place  on  the  application  of 

potash  every  six  hours.  heat,  he  must  not  conclude  that  no  albn- 

In  twenty-four  houn  the  urine  had  in-  men  exists  in  that  urine,  nor  that  the  kid^ 

creased  in  quantity;  there  was,  however,  ney  is  not  undergoing  that  change  of  stntc- 

much  less  appearance  of  blood  in  it—  ture  which  has  been  so  faithfully  described, 

When  tested,  it  appeared  quite  neutral,  and  beautifully  delineated,  in  the  work  of 

and  no  coagulation  of  albumen  took  place  Dr.  Bright*. 

on  the  application  of  heat.  About  four  years  since  I  met  with  the 

After  forty-eight  hours  from  his  admis-  following  case,  in  which  I  now  think, 

sion,  the  urine  asain  contained  a  larger  from  mv  then  ignorance  of  the  foref^oing 

quantity  of  blood.    When  it  had  stood  facts  with  respect  to  the  great  solubility 

some   time,   spontaneous  coagulation  of  of  albumen  in  alkaline  solutions  and  alka- 

iibrin  formed  in  it;  the  urine  was  still  lescent  urine,  that  I  fell  into  an  error, 

neutral,  but  no  coagulation  of  albumen  A  sailor  was  admitted  into  St  Bartho- 

was  produced  upon  heating  it  up  to  213^,  lomew's  Hospital,  with  ascites  and  gene, 

although,,  from  the  large  quantity  of  Mood  ral  anasarca.    From  his  own  account  his 

in  it  the  albumen  must  have  existed  there  complaints  had  originated  from  cold,  and 

in  abundance.    He  then  discontinued  the  consequentlv    saline  diuretics  were  pre- 

inlemal  use  of  the  tartrate  of  potash,  and  scribed  for  him.    His  symptoms,  after  a 

his  urine  gradually  became  pale,  clear,  short  residence  in  the  hospital,  indicated  a 

slightly  acid,  free  from  bloody  and  no  albu  deeper-seated  cause  of  disease;  and  his 

men  could  be  detected  in  it.  kidneys  were  suspected  to  be  affected.  His 

This  case  exhibits  more  strongly  than  urine  was  heated  frequently  during  the 

the  three  former,  that  the  alkaline  salts,  last  three  weeks  of  his  life,  but  no  coagn- 

and  salts  with  a  vegetable  acid,  have  not  lation  of  albumen  took  place, 

only  the  power  of  changing  the  urine  from  I  examined  this  man*s  body  after  death, 

a  highly  acid  to  an  alkalescent  state  in  a  and  found  that  the  kidneys  had  under- 

veiy  short  time,  but  that  when  the  urine  gone  that  kind  of  disorganization  described 

is  thus  changed,  that  it  has  the  power  of  by  Dr.  Bright    This  case,  at  the  time, 

retainingaveiy  large  quantity  of  albumen  appeared  to  me  to  militate  against  the 

in  solution,  and  that  this  is  not  detectable  statements  of  that  author,  whose  object 

by  the  application  of  heat  in  the  ordinazy  was  to  establish  the  fact,  ^  that  certain 

method.  dropsical  affections  depend  more  on  the 

rm.1*        1.       -.-* A  ^x.   r  u  derangement  of  the  kidDeys  themselves 

The  lecturer  here  perfonned  the  follow-  thanhas  been   generally  sipposed;  and 

ing  experiments  on  albummons  unne .—  ^^^  ^^  albuminous  nature  ofSe  urine 

1,  AUmmentoaguUUed  by  heat;  2,  Re-diisolved  frequently  points  out  the  particular  cases 

by  aikabeg ;    S,  Albumeti  rendered  perma-  in  which  these  organs  are  the  seat  of  the 

nentiu  eoluble  by  the  addition  of  liquor  anuno^  diseasef ." 

ni^,  'Uquor  jttttiauB,  and  earbonai  potasue ;  In  this  case  no  albuminous  nature  of 

4,  Atbumen  not  rendered  permanently  toluble  the  urine  had  pointed  out  the  change  of 

by  sulphate  rfuda,  but  eoagulatee  on  the  ap.  structure  in  the  kidneys.    I  therefore  took 

p^Mfum  rf  heat;  5,  Albutmnout  urine  eon-  the  kidneys  to  Dr.  Bright,  who  said  they 

verted  into  a  gelatinous  fluid  by  the  addition  were  excellent  specimens  of  the  disease  he 

of'  solution  of  tartttrie  acid,  had  described,  but  he  could  not  satisfacto- 

-,         ,                        *   T^Li  1.  .A  rilvaccount  for  the  absence  of  albumen  in 

From  these  experiments  I  think  it  may  ^jj-  ^^^ 

be  inferred  that  the  application  of  heat  ^j^^^  ^^^i,*   however,  now  remains  in 

alone  is  not  a  sufficiwit  means  to  deter-  ^^^  ^        ^i,  ^.^     The  jgst  for  al- 

mine  the   nrescnce  of   albumen  in   the  ,,u^„^  j  ^^  employed  was  insufficient, 

unne.    Unless  the  unne  be  acid  naturally,  ^^^  ^^  i^j^-  ^^^  ^f  g^ij^^  diureUcs  by 

or  rendered  so  chemically,  the  albumen  4,,^^  patient    Subsequent  experience  has 

may    esrape    detection.      Blackall  loni  convinced   me   of  the   accuracy  of  Dr. 

since  made  the  remark,  that  he  believed  gright's  observations;  and  I  am  incUned 

that  •*  the  serous  unne  (albuminous)  at  ^  ^cre,  with  that  author,  that  in  all 

the  time  of  its  bemsf  made,  is  never  with-  ^^^^^  ^  ^j^gj,  j  1^^^©  observed  the  tirine 

oiit  an  excess  of  Mid;."    This  observation  albuminous,  that   the   kidney  itself  has 

of  Blackall's,  I  think,  may  be  thus  ren-  ^^^  ^^  important  part;  that  it  was  al- 

dcred,— that,  unless  the  unne  be  acid,  no  ^^      functionally    deranged,    although, 

albumen  wiU  be  discovered,  or  the  "  serou^'  very  often,  not  oiganically  affected  J." 

q»4alities  unil  tutt  be  discovered,  ___ 

If  the  physician,  then,  should  be  called  to  ^       _         ,     _              ....... 

a  dropsical  patient,  whose  urine  upon  ana.  ^ '  J^»"^  ^^^""^^  *"  ^'^P'^'    ^''  "''«***' 

— — — -  t  I  bid,  pBffc  70. 

•  ObacrTstioui  on  l>rvi^Bic«,  p.  20a.  t  Ibid,  page  4. 
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In  the  cachectic  class  of  dropsies^  with  alkaline  bases.    These,  in  the  course  of 

albuminous  urine,  I  have  generally  found  the  circulation,  are  carried  both  to  the 

the    kidney    disorganized;    but    in    the  skin  and  kidney;  and  it  will  be  found  upon 

slighter  forms  of  dropsy,  from  cold,  and  inquiry,  that  almost  every  one  of  our  saline 

that  coming  on  after  scarlatina-rin  both  diuretics,  or  diaphoretics,  are  compounds 

of  which  class  of  cases  the  urine  contains  with  vegetable  acids.    The  alkalies,  then, 

an  excess  of  albumen — there  have  not  ap-  act  as  oiuretics,  or  diaphoretics,  according 

X>eared  to  me  sufficient  grounds  for  sus-  as  the  circulation  is  determined  by  acci- 

pecting  the  kidneys  to  be  oiganically  af-  dental  circumstances,  or  individual  idio- 

fected.  83mcra8ies,  either  to  the  internal  or  €xter- 

The  alkalies,  then,  not  only  possess  the  nal  parts  of  the  body, 

power  of  retaining  albumen  in  solution  Nitrate  of  potash  is  the  only  saline  dia- 

uncoagulated,  when  exposed  to  a  heat  of  retic  which  is  not  a  compound  of  a  vege- 

160^,  but,  under  certain  circumstances,  table  acid  with  an  alkali;  and  the  mode 

they  possess  the  power  of  re-dissolving  co>  of  operation  of  this  salt  is  certainly  dif. 

agulated  albumen.    But  it  is  not  over  al-  ferent  from  that  of  salts  with  vegetable 

bumeii  alone,  of  the  various  kinds  of  ani-  acids.    There  is  little  doubt  but  that  nitre 

mal  matter,  that  the  alkalies  possess  the  enters  the  circulation  unchanged,  and  stx- 

power  of  solvents ;  it  extends  to  almost  all  mulates  the  kidney  to  an  increased  secre- 

the  soft  solids  of  the  animal  body.   Fibrin,  tion  of  urine,  in  which  it  has  been  de- 

fat,  and  medullary  matter,  are  soluble  in  tected  unchax^^*.    There  are  symptoms 

strong  alkaline  solutions ;  and  it  is  well  also  referable  to  the  head  not  uncommonly 

known    that    concentrated   alkalies  will  attending  the  internal  use  of  nitre,  which, 

soften  many  animal  tissues,  such  as  the  I  believe,  do  not  occur  with  other  saline 

skin  and  mucous  membranes,  reducing  diuretics.    I  have  been  in  the  habit  of 

them  to  a  pulpy  mass.  suspecting  that  these  violent  pains  in  the 

Pus  and  softened  tuberculous  matter  are  head  were  caused  by  the  large  quantity  of 

almost  entirely  soluble  in  strong  solutions  nitre  circulating  with  the  blood  through 

of  caustic  potashm    In  short,  it  would  ap-  the  cranium. 

pear  that  alkaline  fluids  are  the  proper  But  what  are  the  effects  of  the  alkalies, 

solvents  of  animal  matter  in  general.  their  carbonates,  and  salts,  with  yegetable 

How  far  do  we  find,  from  experience,  acids,  when  administered  in  long- continued 

that  the  internal  use  of  alkalies  and  neu-  or  excessive  doses  f?    The  fixed  alkalies, 

tral  salts,  formed  with   vegetable  acids,  and  their  carbonates,  when  administexed 

produces   effects   upon    the    blood    and  in  excessive  doses,  destroy  the  texture  of 

soft  solids  similar  to  those  observed  out  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  and 

the  body  ?    Dr.  Prout  has  full^  established  intestines.    This  lesion,  of  course,  impairs 

the  fact,  that  the  long-continued  use  of  the  powers  of  digestion  and  assimilation ; 

neutral  salts,  in  which  the  acid  is  of  vege-  and  a  lingering  death,  almost  resembling 

table  origin,  and  alkaline  remedies,  will  starvation,  is  the  result 

produce  a  tendency  to  the  phosphatic  dia-  Haxham  iHustrates  the  effects  of  a  long- 

thesis  with  alkaline  urine.  continued  use  of  carbonate  of  ammonia 

I  have  attempted  to  show,  in  this  lee-  upon  the  animal  economy  by  a  most  in- 

ture,  that  these  remedies,  when  taken  in-  teresting  case,  which  I  shall  here  relate |. 

temally,  convert  the  urine  into  a  fluid  capa-  *<I  had  lately  under  my  care,'*  writes 

bleof  holding  a  large  quantity  of  albumen  Huxham,  <<a  gentleman  of  fortune  and 

in  solution,  which  is  not  ooagulable  by  family,  who  so  habituated  himself  to  the 

heat;  and  that  this  arises  from  the  alka-  use  of  vast  quantities  of  the  volatile  salts, 

lescent  state  of  the  urine.  that  at  length  he  would  eat  them  in  a 

Is  it  not  probable  that  these  alkaline  very  astonishing  manner,  as  other  people 

remedies  will  exert  their  influence  at  other  eat  sugar  and  carraway  seeds.    The  conse- 

points  of  the  animal  economy,  as  well  as  quence  soon  was,  that  he  brought  on  a 

in  the  kidney,  and  thus  render  the  soft  so.  hectic  fever,  vast  haemorrhages  from  the  in. 

lids,  in  different  parts,  in  a  state  more  fit  testines,  nose,  and  gums ;  ejery  one  of  his 

for  absorption  ?  teeth  dropped  out,  and  he  could  eat  nothing 

In  fact,  physicians  are  continually  em>  solid ;  he  wasted  vastly  in  his  flesh,  and 

ploying  the  pure  alkalies,  their  carbonates  his  muscles  became  as  soft  and  flabby  as 

and  saltSp  with  vegetable  acids,  both  to  ex<  those  of  a  new-born  infant ;   and  he  broke 

cite  absorption,  and  the  separation  of  a  out  all  over  his  body  in  pustules.    His 

larger  Quantity  of  watery  secretions,  either  urine  was  always  excessively  high-  coloured, 

as  diaphoretics  or  diuretics.  turbid,  and  very  foetid.    He  was  at  last 

It  is  now  very  generally  believed  by  phy-  persuaded  to  leave  off  this  pernicious  ens- 
Biologists,  that  the  human  stomach  pos- 
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torn ;  bnt  he  bad  so  effectnallv  ruined  his  The  muriates  found  in  human  blood  are 

constitution,  that  though  be  rubbed  on  in  a  triple  the  quantity  of  those  in  ox  blood 

miserable  manner  for  several  months,  he  and  that  of  other  g^mini?orous  animals, 

died,  and  in  the  highest  degree  of  maras-  owing,  doubtless,  to  the  salt  consumed  by 

rous.    And  I  am  persuaded  he  would  have  man  in  his  food*. 

died  much  sooner,  had  he  not  constantly  I  shall  not  scruple  to  quote  the  opinions 

drank  Tery  freely  of  the  most  fine  and  of  Dr.  Prout  upon  the  action  of  muriate  of 

generous  wines,  and  daily  used  large  quan-  soda  in  the  function  of  digestion. 

titles  of  asses'    milk  and  anti-scorbutic  The  food  having  been  previously  broken 

juices,  acidulated  with  juice  of  lemon."  down  by  mastication,  and  received  a  due 

It  was  Huxham's  opinion  *,  "  that  the  admixture  of  saliva,  is  introduced  into  the 

volatile   alkaline   salts   were    often   im-  sMnach,  where  it  has  to  become  asso- 

properly  administered  in  putrid  pestilen-  elated  with  water,  in  order  that  it  may 

tial  fevers,  or  of  the  petechial  kind,  in  enter  the  lacteal  vessels  for  the  support  of 

which  the  blood  was  already  too  much  the  body. 

broken  and  dissolved."    He  thought  that  "  Of  the  important  secretion  of  the  sto- 

when  the  blood  is  largely  stocked  with  mach,"  says  Dr.  Proutf,  <' chlorine,  in  some 

them,  **  that  it  becomes  a  kind  of  fiery  state  or  other  of  combination,  is  an  ingre- 

lixirium,   which   is    destructive   of   the  dient.    The  powerful  influence  of  this  ele- 

nervous  fibrillsB  and  ultima  yascula."  mentary  principle  seems  mainly  to  contri- 

He  has  given  the  above  case  in  confirma-  bute  towards  eflTecting  the  union  of  the 

tion  of  his  opinion;  and  Christison,  in  his  food  with  water.    It  often  happens,  that 

work  on  Poisons f,  briefly  adverts  to  it,  as  instead  of  chlorine,  a  quantity   of  free 

a  good  specimen  of  the  injurious  effects  of  muriatic  acid  is  elicited.     The  source  of 

long-continued  doses  of  a  volatile  alkali  this  chlorine  or  muriatic  acid  must  be  the 

on  the  human  body.  common  salt  which  exists  in  the  blood :  to 

The  alkalies,  their  carbonates,  and  salts,  suppose  that  it  is  generated,  is  quite  an 

formed  with  vegetable  acids,  when  admi-  unnecessary  hypothesis.    The  chlorine  is 

mistered  in  frequent  small  doses,  exert  therefore  secreted  from  the  blood.  Perhaps 

their  chemical  properties  on  the  urine;  the  decomposition  of  the  salts  of  the  blood 

and  this  can  only  take  place  through  the  may  be  fairlv  attributed  to  the  immediate 

blood.  agency  of  electricity.    What  becomes  of 

When,  however,  the  alkalies   are  ad-  the  soda,"   inquires  Dr,  Prout ;  and  I 

ministered  in  excessive  doses,  it  would  ap-  wopld    add,  of  the  potash  also,  ^'Arom 

pear  that  they  exert  their  disorganising  which  the  chlorine  has  been  disunited?" 

effects  upon  the  blood  itself,  in  a  manner  These  alkalies  remain  behind,  partly,  of 

very  similar  to  their  effects  on  that  fluid  course,  in  the  blood,  in  order  to  preserve 

when  mixed  with  it  when  fresh  drawn  the  weak  alkaline  condition  essential  to 

from  a  vein.  the  fluidity  of  the  blood,  and  partly  com- 

The  other  saline  compounds  employed  bined  with  alimentary  matter  in  the  sto- 

in  the  treatment  of  diseases,  consisting  of  mach,  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  it  more 

alkalies  in  combination  with  mineral  acids,  readily  soluble  in  water, 

are  almost  all  of  them  found  existing  in  The  opinion  of  Dr.  Prout,  that  in  the 

urine  in  perfect  health.    These  salts  are  process  of  digestion  chlorine  is  disunited 

the  sulphates  of  potash  and  soda,   the  from  the  muriates,  and  that  the  alkalies 

phosphate  of  soda,  and  the  muriates  of  remain  for  the  purposes  just  mentioned, 

soda  and  ammonia.  appears  to  me  to  be  strengthened  by  the 

It  is  not  ascertained  that  the  stomach  following  reasons,  in  addition  to  those  ad- 
possesses  any  power  of  decomposing  the  duced  by  that  philosopher,  in  his  recent 
sulphates  and  phosphates.  When  admi-  essay  on  the  chemistry  of  organization. 
nistered  internally,  they  perhaps  enter  the  In  the  digestive  process,  it  is  evident 
blood  in  part  unchangea,  bnt  the  greater  that  some  agents  are  at  work  which  have 
part  passes  along  the  alimentary  canal,  the  power  of  reducing  the  heterogeneous 
exciting  the  mucous  membrane  to  increased  mass  of  materials  taken  into  the  stomach 
secretion;  and  in  this  manner  they  act  as  at  an  ordinarv  meal  into  a  homc^eneous, 
punatives.  almost  colourless  and  inodorous  fluid,  the 

llie  muriate  of  soda  existing  in  the  chyle. 
blood  and  urine  in  health  in  lai^ger  quan-  Mow  chlorine  out  of  the  body  is  known 
tity  than  any  other  salt,  probably  performs  to  possess  the  singular  properties  of  de- 
most  important  services  in  the  functions  of  stroying  animal  odours  and  vegetable 
digestion,  assimilation,  secretion,  and  per-  colours,  and  of  combining  with  albumen. 
haps,  also,  in  the  maintenance  of  animal  If  an  albuminous  fluid  be  submitted  to  the 
lieat.  action  of  the  deutochloride  of  mercury,  the 
__________^_._______^_^_  attraction  of  chlorine  is  so  great  for  albu- 


•  Bnzbftni    on  the  Us«  of  Volitile  Alkaline        *  Benellus'i  Chemical  Properties  of  Aninal 
Salta«p.64.  Fluids }  Med.-Chf  r.  Traniu  vol.  111.  p.  3S0. 

t  Page  108 ;  ftrsi  edit.  t  Front's  Brtdgewater  TreaUte,  p.  494. 
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men,  that  one  proportion  of  chlorine  quits  The  conjectnres  of  mote  modem  writers, 

the  mercury,  and  combines  with  the  ubu.  that  these  salts  may  stimulate  the  nerres 

men,  learin;    the   deutochloride  in    the  of  the  heart — that  they  may  aid  in  the 

innocuous  state  of  protochloride,  or  calo-  operations  of  secreting  organs — ^that  they 

mel.    Besides  this,  Uie  alkalies,  combining  may  contribute  to  the  process  of  diges- 

witfi  albumen  and  other  soft  animal  solids  tion — may  all  be  found  concisely  detailed 

out  of  the  body,  possess  the  power  of  re-  in  Dr.  Bostock's  Physiology*, 

ducing  them  to  a  pulp,  and  rendering  them  Dr.  Prout  has  recently  gifen  a  more 

more  soluble  in  water.  rational  explanation  of  their  operation  in 

This  attempt  to  explain  some  of  the  the  digestire  process,  which  I  hare  de. 

phenomena  occurring  in  digestion  upon  tailed  to  yon ;  and  to  his  theorr  I  have 

chemical  reasoning,  has  this  point  in  its  ventured  to  add  a  few  corroborative  ilusts. 

favour,  that  it  only  assumes  that  principles  Dr.  Stevens,  on  the  other  hand,  has  offered 

whose  effects  out  of  the    body    can    be  some  most  ingenious  views  of  the  agency 

studied  and  submitted  to  the  test  of  experi-  of  these  salts  on  tlie  blood,  and  of  the 

ment,  have  a  corresponding  action  in  the  manner  in  which  animal  heat  is  produced 

bodv*    >  «  at  ^^ry  part  of  the  system. 

Sir  J(Ab.  -Pringle  made  a  very  extensive  Dr.  Stevens  announced  the  followed  pro- 
series  of  experiments  on  the  effects  of  va-  positions,  supported  by  a  long  and  rather 
rions  chemical  agents  mixed  with  animal  tortuous  train  of  arguments,  and  by  many 
matter,  and  he  attempted  to  draw  up  a  experiments,  most  of  which  I  have  re- 
scale  of  their  antiseptic  virtues.  Now  I  peated,  and  found  to  be  essentially  correct, 
am  aware  that  many  of  his  conclusions  1.  lliat  the  Uood  owes  its  red  colour 
are  founded  upon  principles  which  modem  entirelv  to  tiie  presence  of  the  saline  mat- 
chemistnr   has   proved   to  be.  incorrect ;  ter  in  it. 

nevertheless,  it  is  singular  that  his  experi-  2.  That  the  dark  colour  of  venonsUood 

ments  upon  the  effects  of  muriate  of  soda  arises  from  the  presence  of  carbonic  acid, 

brought  him  to  the  following  opinion : —  3.  That  the  oxygen  of  the  atmosphere 

"  Sea  salt,  the  indispensable  seasoner  of  can  only  affect  the  colour  of  the  blood  by 

animal  food,  has  been  supposed  to  act  by  an  attracting  carbonic  acid  (torn  i  t ;  and 

antiseptic  quality,  correcting  the  too  great  4.  No  arterial  tint  is  produced  on  the 

tendency  of  meats  to  putrefaction.     It  blood  by  die  action  of  the  atmosphere,  un- 

should  seem,  from  my  experiments,  that  less  sahne  matter  is  present 

salt  is  subservient  to  digestion,  chiefly  by  The  effects  of  acids,  alkalies,  and  neu- 

its  septic  virtue^ that  is,  by  softening  and  tral  salts  in  general,  when  mixed  with  the 

resolving  meats;  an  action  very  different  blood,  I  have  already  mentioned  and  ex- 

f^om  what  is  believed  *."  hibited  here. 

Such,  then,  are  the  probable  uses  of  the  There  are  now  strong  reasons  for  be- 

muriates  of  soda  and  potash,  in  the  im-  lieving  that  some  power  similar  to  that 

portant  function  of  digestion.  existing  in  the  stomach,  and  which  de- 

These  and  other  salts  of  soda  and  potash  composes  the  muriates  there,  exists  in  all 

would  appear,  from  recent  inquiries,  to  be  other  parts  of  the  animal  system, 

of  the  utmost  consequence  to  the  healthy  It  had  long  been  a  disputed  question 

condition  of  the  blood ;  and  are,  perhaps,  among  physiologists,  whether  the  carbonic 

likewise  essential  agents  in  the  generation  acid  expired  in  respiration  was  formed  in 

of  animal  heat  at  every  part  of  the  system,  the  lungs,  by  the  combination  of  the  oxy- 

It  has  long  been  known  to  physiologists,  gen  of  the  atmosphere  with  the  carbon  of 

that  a  certain  quantity  of  saline  matter  is  the  venous  blood,  or  whether  a  certain 

constantly  present  in  Uie  blood,  as  well  as  portion  of  oxygen  entered  the  blood  in  the 

in  all  other  albuminous  fluids ;  and  they  lungs,  and  was  carried  into  the  cireula- 

were  naturally  led  to  conclude  that  those  tion,  and  at  the  same  time  carbonic  acid 

salts  performed  some  useful  purpose  in  the  was  formed  in  the  course  of  the  cireula- 

animal  economy.  tion,  and  only  thrown  off  in  the  lungs. 

Up  to  the  time  when  Haller  wrote  his  The  experiments  of  Dr.  W.  F.  Edwards 

ElementaPhysiologiflB,neitherthenatureof  have  inclined  physiologists  of  the  present 

these  salts  nor  their  uses  were  understood,  day  to  adopt  the  latter  opinion — that  car- 

This  physiologist  informs  his  readers f,  bonic  acid  is  formed  in  the  course  of  the 

**  Salem  quidem  sanguini  inisse  sapor  pro- .  ciroulation,  and  is  merely  thrown  off  by 

dtt    Quis  antem  is  sal  sit,  nondum  inde  the  lungs.    The  striking  fact  brought  into 

definitns.    Yariis  modis  ad  natnram  hujus  public  notice  by  Dr.  Stevens,  that  oxygen 

sails,  aliornmque  elementoram  sanguinis  nas  a  powerful  attraction  for  carbonic  acid, 

indagandam  acoeditur,  (I)  admistis  sail-  corroborated  this  opinion  of  Dr.  Edwards, 

bus,  (2)  per  observatos  morbos,  (3)  per  pu-  founded  upon  experiments  totally  different 

tredinem,  denique  ignis  torturU  adhibitii  J. ; „,.    ..  ^. 

^ — -  through  a  number  of  experlmentn.    with  all  hit 

*  Priogle  on  DiMMet  of  the  Anny,  p.  Bi2,  great  qualiUn,  Haller  wu  an  indifferent  chemlat ; 

t  El.  Physiol.  Lib.  ft.  Sect.  3.  Art.  1*8,  24.  and  he  was  htmielf  aware  of  hit  defect,  and  U- 

t  Haller  himself,  however,  came  to  no  very  mentcd  it. 

aatisfactoVy    conclusions,     although    he    went  •  Vol.  I,  p.  479. 
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IVom  those  of  Dr.  Stevens.      Admitting;  coming  ragg^ed  at  its  edges,  graduallj  di- 

this  view  of  tlie  question  to  be  the  correct  minishing  in  size,  and  eventually  it  dis- 

one,  it  is  natural  to  inquire,  where  is  this  appears.    I  believe  this  lymph  has  been 

carbonic  acid  formed  ?  gradually  and  slowly   dissolved    in    the 

Dr.  Edwards,  Dr.  Stevens,  Dr.  Hodgkin,  aqueous  humour.    The  lymph  is  a  modifi. 

and  others,  who  have  paid  particular  at-  cation  of  albumen :   the  bleeding  dimi- 

tention  to  this  part  of  physiology,  think  nishes  the  quantity  of    the  albuminous 

that  with  the  formation  of  carbonic  acid  parts  of  the  blood ;  the  mercury  not  only 

at  every  part  of  the  animal  frame,  heat  is  stimulates  the  circulation,  but  it  produces 

evolved ;  and  that  the  production  of  this  increased    secretion    from    neighbouring 

animal  heat  always  bears  a  close  and  ne-  glands,  and  has  a  tendency  to  increase  the 

cessary  relation  to  the  quantity  of  carbonic  alkalescence «  of  the  urine  and  other  secre- 

acid  produced.    The  carbonic  acid  exist-  tions.    All  circumstances,  then,  conspire 

ing  in  the  venous  blood  is  ascribed,  by  to  the  solution  and  absorption  ofcoagula- 

these  physiologists,  to  the  union  of  the  ble  lymph  effused  in  inflammations  f. 
oxygen  imbibea  by  the  blood  in  the  lungs, 


with  certain  proportions  of  carbon  at  every  _______...^._^ 

part  of  the  animal  Arame  to  which  the  cir- 

enlation  of  the  blood  extends.  QUESTION 

The  feeble  connexion  between  the  al- 
kali and  the  acid  in  the  alkaline  carbo-  ^'  ''" 
nates— the  powcrfbl  attraction  of  the  oxy-  ORIGINALITY   OF  SIR  CHARLES 
gen  of  the  atmosphere  for  carbonic  acid—  BELLAS  DISCOVERIES  IN   THE 
even  exerUng  its  influence  through  mem.  KiruvnTTS  sv<5TPM 
branes  of  some  density,  and  the  power  WliRVOUb  SYSil!.JU. 
which  exists  in  the  animal  economy  of  de-  ._ 
composing  saline  compounds,  are  reasons  _,_,,.         >..--.,.,  ^ 
which  lead  me  to  believe  that  the  carbonic  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 
acid  of  the  venous  blood  is  in  part  due  to  ^^^ 
the  decomposition  of  the  carbonates  of  the  _       ^  ,,'     .          .      ,    - 
blood  in  the  capiUaries.    ThU  fluid  is,  The  followinfl^  extracts  from  a  paper  in 
then,  left  in  a  slightly  alkalescent  state,  the  Edmburgfh  Medical   and   Sumcal 
Now  all  solid  parts  of  our  frame  must  be  Journal,  which  has  just  been  published, 
dissolved,  or  rendered  soluble  in  water,  be-  will   at  once  shew  the  object  of  the 
fore  they  can  be  absorbed,  or  removed;  communication  in  which  they  are  con* 
and  it  wiU  be  remembered  that  most  of  tained,  and  the  spirit  which  animates 
the  soft  soUds  are  soluble  in  an  alkaline  ^he  writer.    M.  Bellingeri,  of  Turin,  is 
fluid ;  so  that  admitting  the  partial  de-  ^^le  author  whose  Inaugural  Disserta- 
composiaon  of  the  alksJine  carbonates,  a  ^^^  ^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^f  ^^e  critical  analj- 

J^rrn^^eiV^wSfT^^^^^  sis.    The  passiges  stand  thus: 

SSSTu  would  be  difficult  for  absorption  "  We  propose,  m  firmng  some  ac 

of  albuminous  matter  to  take  place.  count  of  the  inquiries  of  the  learned 

I  would  here  remind  my  audience  how  foreigner  whose  writings  are  enumerated 

much  pathology  has  been  improved  by  the  at  the  head  of  this  article,  to  consider 

attention  paid  to  morbid  actions  and  re-  the  doctrines  taught  on  the  fifth  and 

parative  processes  going  forward  on  the  seventh  nerves  by  that  physician,  several 

surface  of  the  body;  especially  in  ulcera-  years  before  the  time  at    which     Sir 

tions  and  adhesions  of  divided  parts.    In-  Charles  Bell  published;  and  to  see  to 

formation  no  less  important  in  elucidating  ^jjj^^  extent  they  agree  or  differ  from 

the  operations  of  the  animal  economy,  has  ^^^  inculcated  by  the  latter  author.  It 

been  afforded  by  cweful  ohnenB,Uonn  an  j^  ^  remarkable  fact  that  five  years, 

diseases  of  the  ejre.  ,,^''^^^^'^^1^^  at  least,  before  Sir  Charles  Bell  commu- 

to  its  second  sta^,  and  coaguUble  lymph  h«  peculiar  doctrines  on  the  iwes  of  the 

is  thrown  out  into  the  antenor  chamber  of  fifth  andseventh  pair  of  nerye8,BclIingeri 

tlieeye.    The  globule  of  lymph  can  be  had  published  amostmmuteand elaborate 

carefully  watched  through  tne  transparent  view  of  the  anatomical  distribution  and 

cornea,  and  if  the  inflammation  proceeds,    _ 

yessels  can  be  seen  forming  upon  it.    It  •  Dr.  prout  on  the  PhMphatic  Dlaihetls  of  the 

thus  becomes  organized,  and  its  subse-  Urine.                                         „„«.k—  «-.»- 

ouent  ataon-tion?.  then  dow  and  difficult.  ^  'fiS'i  »."S"2;,'.1{n:  '?Jlr?.".S!3r»  ^ 

But  if  the  inflanimaUon  be  arrested  by  y^^^^^  pmgeft04,  line 6,  column  3, /or" regetan- 

copious  bleeding  and  the  free  use  of  mer-  tlum,"  read  regetantium  ;   page  508,  line  84, 

cn^,  we  observe  the  globule  of  lymph  be-  oolamn  2,/or  ••  euaque,"  read  uaqne. 
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physiological  uses  of  these  nerves,  and  directlj  opposite  course— that  is,  from 

on  many  of  the  most  important  points  the  sentient  surface  inwards  to  the  sen- 

of  the  latter  department  had  anticipated  sorium.    These  two  properties,  he  con- 

the  British  physiologist    That  this  cir-  eluded,  were  incapable  of  existing  to- 

cumstance  has  not  been  known  to  £n^-  gether  in  the  same  nenre ;   whenever 

lish  physiologists  at  an  earlier  period,  is  they  are  combined,  it  is  a  sign  that  the 

not  wonderful,  when  we  consider  how  nerve  is  compound — that  it  originates 

indifferent  the  profession  at  large  is  to  by  two  distinct  roots  from  the  brain  or 

the  elaborate  and  elegant  productions  of  spinal  marrow. 

the  anatomists  and  physiologists  of  the  Founding    on    this    principle.    Sir 

Transalpine  Peninsula,"  &c.  p.  114.  Charles  BeD  announced  what  were  the 

"  We  have  no  doubt  that  every  one  functions  of  the  two  principal  nerves  of 

who  peruses  Uie  dissertation  with  atten-  the  face  and  head — the  firth,  and  the 

tion,  will  be  satisfied  that  the  Italian  portio   dura  of  the  seventh.    The  fifth 

has  given  a  much  more  clear  and  con-  pair  arises  from  the  brain  by  two  dis- 

nected  view  of  the  anatomical  and  phy-  tinct  roots,  each  possessing  a  peculiar 

siological  history  of  these  two  nerves  anatomical  character;  one  having  a  gan- 

(the  fifth  and  tne  portio  dura  of  the  glion  formed  upon  it,  while  the  other 

seventh)  than   any  one  of  the  writers  has  not.    In  accordance  with  the  prin- 

who  have  yet  attempted  the  task." —  ciple  above  stated,  he  said  that  this  is  a 

Page   136.     Again,  the  reviewer  con-  double  nerve :  in  virtue  of  its  two  dis- 

tinues —  tinct  roots,  it  possesses    two    separate 

*'  It  must  be  rather  mortifying  for  Sir  functions ;  it  is  at  once  the  nerve  of  sen- 
Charles  Bell  to  find,  that  while,  on  the  sation  to  all  the  head,  and  the  motor 
one  hand,  Majendie  lays  claim  to  his  nerve  of  the  muscles  of  mastication, 
discovery  of  the  different  functions  of  The  portio  dura,  however,  is  of  a  to- 
the  anterior  and  posterior  roots  of  the  tally  different  character  from  the  fifth  ; 
spinal  nerves,  ana  concedes  to  him  the  it  has  only  one  root,  and  has  no  gan- 
merit  of  distinguishing  the  sensiferous  glion  near  its  origin.  This  nerve  nas, 
faculty  of  the  larger  portion  of  the  fifth  accordingly,  but  one  function — it  is  a 
pair,  and  the  motiferous  faculty  of  the  motor  nerve ;  it  can  carry  a  mandate 
small  portion,  and  (of  ascertaining  the  only  outwards  to  the  muscles;  it  has  no 
functions  of)  the  seventh  pair ;  on  the  power  of  carrying  a  sensation  inwards, 
other,  the  just  claims  of  Bellinfipeii  These  opinions  received  the  fullest  and 
deprive  him  even  of  any  title  to  the lat-  most  unquestionable  confirmation  from 
ter  discoveries.  The  only  parallel  situ-  experiments  upon  living  animals,  per- 
ation  which  we  can  rememoer  is  that  of  formed  b^  Sir  Charles  Bell  himself,  and 
the  old  Abbot,  who,  when  told  that  also  bj  his  zealous  assistant  in  aU  these 
some  person  had  before  said  all  that  he  pursuits,  the  late  Mr.  John  Shaw.  For 
was  now  saying,  addressed  his  remem-  example :  when  those  branches  of  the 
brancer  in  the  foUowing  characteristic  fifth  which  are  derived  from  one  of  the 
language : — '  Pereant  iUi  qui  ante  nos  roots  simply — viz.  from  the  laijge  por- 
nostra  dixerunt.' "  tion— were  cut  across  in  the  living  ani- 
mal, the  surface  was  immediately  de- 

Let  me  proceed  at  once  to  examine  prived  of  sensation,  while  the  parts  con- 

the  nature  of  this  alleged  anticipation  of  tinned  to  enjoy  their  power  of  motion  as 

the  discoveries  for  which,  it  would  ap-  perfectly  as  before  the  experiment  was 

pear,  Sir  Charles  Bell  has  obtained  so  made ;  that  is  to  say,  only  one  nervous 

much  misplaced  and  undeserved  cele-  endowment  of  the  part  was  lost  by  cut- 

brit^.  ting  through  the  nerve.    When,  how- 

l!he  fundamental  principle  which  per-  ever,  the  branches  of  the  third  division 

vades  every  sentence    of  Sir    Charles  of  the  fifth— viz.  those  composed  of  the 

Bell's  works,  is  this  (and  it  was  an-  two  roots  joined  together,  and  which 

nounced  in  the  unpublished  tract  re-  are  distributed  to  the  muscles  of  tlie 

ferred  to  by  the  reviewer,  printed  in  jaws,  as  well  as  sent  to  the  skin — were 

1811);  that  a  single  nerve  cannot  be-  divided  with  the  knife,  the  animal  was 

stow  both  motion  and  sensation.    The  at  once  deprived  of  two  distinct  func 

former  endowment  infers  a  nervous  in-  tions.    Not  only  did  it  lose  the  sensibi- 

fluence  propagated  outwardly  from  the  lity  of  the  parts  to  which  the  particular 

brain  to  the  moving  parts ;  while  the  branches  were  distributed,  but  the  mus- 

latter  infers  an  influence  conveyed  in  a  cles  of  the  jaws  ceased,  from  that  in* 
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stent,  to  contract.    Thus  it  was  indin-  which,  it  is  alleeed,  these  suhscqaent 

patably  shewn  that  the  largfer  portion  of  inquiries  of  Sir  Charles  Bell  were  made 

the   fiuh  was  endowed  with  sensation  so  useless  and  nug'atoTj. 
solely,  and  had  no  power  of  stimulating'        The  confident  tone  of  the  reviewer,  in 

the  muscles ;  while  the  smaller  portion  the  assertions  which  we  have  extracted, 

conferred  motion   on    the  muscles  en-  would  lead  us  to  expect  the  most  com- 

gaged  in  mastication.  plete  coincidence  in  the  statements  of 

In  reference  to  the  portio  dura,  ag-ain,  the  two  physiolo^sts ;  that  they  agreed 
the  experiments  upon  it  were  equally  in  the  general  principle— that  they  pur- 
satisfactory :  when  its  principal  trunk  sued  the  same  method  in  conducting 
was  cut  across, -the  muscles  to  which  it  their  inquiries,  viz.  first,  by  examining 
is  distributed  immediately  lost  all  power  the  anatomy,  and  then  by  performing 
of  motion ;  but  the  sensibility  of  the  experiments — and  that  the  results  of 
surface  was  not,  in  the  slightest  de^-ee,  their  combined  observations  and  experi- 
diminished.  It  thus  became  evident  ments  were  the  same, 
that  the  portio  dura  was  simply  a  motor  The  reader  will  find,  on  the  contrary, 
nerve,  and  had  no  share  in  contributing  in  Bellingeri,  a  direct  opposition  to  tde 
to  the  sensibility  of  the  surfaces  on  principle  which  I  have  stated-;-a  totally 
which  it  is  distributed.  different  mode  of  pursuing  the  investi- 

But  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  this  gation — k  signal  clashing  of  opinions 

principle — that    a  single  root  bestows  and  statements  with  those  of  Sir  Charles' 

only    one    function — rested    altogether  Bell ;  and  he  will  inquire  in  vain  for 

upon  the  experiments  on  the  nerves  of  any  single  point  of  harmony  or  concur- 

tne     face.       It    was   not     with    these  rence  on  which  to  make  out  a  case  of 

nerves  that   Sir   Charles    Bell    began  anticipation. 

his  investigations.  It  is  well  known  In  the- first  place,  the  Italian  physio- 
chat  he  commenced  by  experimenting  logist  differs  from  Sir  Charles  Bell  with 
on  the  spinal  nerves.  It  was  afler  hav-  regard  to  the  functions  of  the  principal 
ing  ascertained  by  experiments  (first  root  of  the  fifth  pair — that  is,  the  gan- 
maJde  so  far  back  as  1811,  and  repeated  glionic  root.  Is  this  diflTerence  of  a  tri- 
in  March  1S21),  that  the  two  roots  of  vial  kind  ?  It  is,  on  the  contrary,  upon 
these  spinal  nerves  possess  distinct  en-  a  point  the  most  essentially  important  of 
dowments,  that  he  was  led  to  examine  any  that  could  be  proposed  by  a  person 
the  functions  of  the  fifth  pair,  and  to  drawing  a  parallel  on  svtth  a  subject, 
classify  it  with  the  spinal  nerves.  Sir  Charles  Bell  affirms  that  this  larger 

When  wc  speak,  therefore,  of  the  va-  root  is  dedicated  entirely  to  one  single 

lidity  of  the  proofs  by  which  he  esta-  office,  viz.  that  of  sensation.    M.  Bel- 

blished  that  tne  fifth  pair  is  a  double  lingeri,  on  the  other  hand,  pretends  that, 

nerve — ^*'  the  nerve    or   sensation    and  besides  conferring  sensation  and  nume- 

mastieation'* — we  must  not  omit  to  take  rous  other  qualities  usually  assigned  to 

into  consideration  the   experiments  on  nerves,  it  regulates  the  actions  of  the 

the  spinal  nerves  which  corroborated  his  muscles  of  the  face  ;  he  terms  it  the 

conclusions.    Again,  when  speaking  of  nerve  of  '^  physiognomical  expression.'' 

the  portio  dura,  a  single  nerve,  which  I    have    already    mentioned    that    Sir 

he  said  was  endowed  only  with  one  pro-  Charles  Bell  related  experiments  to  cor- 

pcrty,  viz.  that  of  motion,  we  are  not  to  roborate  what  he  stated.    M,  Belliu" 

forget  his  experiments  on  othernerves,  peri  has  not  beeti  at  the  pains  to  make  a 

which  he  likewise  succeeded  in  shew,  single  experiment !    But  he  narrates  a 

ing,  when  they  had  only  one  root,  pos-  case  which,  he  says,  illustrates  his  pro- 

sessed  only  the  power  of  motion,  and  position.     The  patient    had    complete 

did  not  bestow  sensation.     If  we  con-  parah'sis  of  the  muscles  of  one  side  of 

suit  the  several  essays  written  by  Mr.  the  face— that  is,  the  frontal  muscles, 

John  Shaw,  on  the  first  promulgation  of  those  of  the  nostril  and  of  the  lips,  were 

these  views,  we  shall  find  that  nume-  deprived  of  motion:    in  short,  all  the 

rous  experiments  and  observations  had  muscles,  except  the  masseter  and  tern- 

been  made  to  confirm  this  principle,  be-  poral,  were  paralytic.      Now  this,  M. 

sides  those  on  the  two  nerves  in  ques-  Bellingeri  presents  as  an  example  of  an 

tion,  decisive  as  they  must  be  allowed  affection   '*  of  those  muscles  in  which 

to  be.  ,  the  large  poilion  of  the  fifth  is  distri- 

Let  us  now  examine  what  were  the  buted."    It  is  superfluous  to  say,  that 

opinions  advanced  by  M.  Bellingeri,  by  this  was  an  undoubted  case  of  disease 

346.— XIV.  •  2  O 
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of  the  portiodura;  yet  this  explanation  portto  dura.    The  opposition  here  too, 
id  not  once  hinted  at.    The  comments  of  like  that  in  the  former  instance,  is  just 
the  reviewer  immediately  following  this  of  such  a  nature  as  to  present  the  wid- 
notable  illustration  of  the  functions  of  est  breach,  between  these  physiologists 
the  ganglionic  root  of  the  fifth  pair,  are  that  could  be  imagined  by  any  one  re* 
worth  extracting. .  *'  The  particulars  of  solved  to  put  them  in  absolute  contrast 
this  case,  and  the  explanations,  which  Bellingen    conceives    that    the    portio 
were  published,  as  wc  have  stated,  in  dura  is  a  compound   nerve ;  that  it  is 
1818,  shew,  we  conceive,  most  satisfac-  endowed  with  both  motion  and   Menta* 
torily,  that  Bellingen  miderstood  per-  'ion.     I  have  shewn  that  Sir  Charles 
fectly  the  distinctive  physiological  pro-  Bell  describes  it  to  be  a  nerve  o(  motion 
perties  of  the  two  divisions  of  the  fiAh  only^  and  altogether  devoid  of  any  pro- 
pair,  several  years  before  the  theory  of  perty  of  sensation.    The  words  of  the 
the   influence  of  these  parts  was  ex-  reviewer, however, are— "he (Bellingeri) 
plained  by  Sir  Charles  Bell.     To  us,  infers    that  it   is  reasonable   to  think 
also,  it   appears  that  the   explanation  that  the  voluntary  motion  of  the  muscles 
given  by  Bcllingeri  is  much   clearer,  of  the  face,  and  the  animal  sense  off  oiccA, 
more    precise,    and    more    methodical,  depend  on  the  influence  of  the  seventh.*' — 
more  logical,  and  less  embarrassed  with  P.  1 24.    In  another  part  he  says,  — ^"  Bel- 
irrelevant   statements,    than    we    any  lingeri  next  proceeds,  in  his  second  chap, 
where  And  it  in   the  writings   of  Sir  ter,  to   adduce  such  evidence  as  may 
Charles  Bell."  (p.  125.)  show   that  the  seventh  pair  of  nerves, 
I  presume  that  the  writer,  in  men-  or  facial,  presides  over  the  animal  func- 
tioning "  irrelevant  statements,"  alludes  tions  of  the  head,  face,  and  neck ;  that 
to  the  experimettts  on  the  nerves  of  liv.  is  to  say,  over  sensation  and  motion,  as 
ing  animals,    which  accompanied   Sir  animal  or  voluntary  faculties.*' — P.  133. 
Charles    Bell's    explanation,    none    of  In  the  same  pag^  he  gives  the  portio 
which  embarrassed  that  of  M.  Bellin-  dura  the  name  ^*  musculo-cutaneons  ;** 
geri !     Or  does  he  refer  to  the  frequent  and  he  refers  to  it  as  being  sometimes 
statements  made  by  Sir  Charles  Bell,  in  the  seat  of  neuralgia.    We  are  told  that 
confirmation  of  his  views,  respecting  the   Italian  made  experiments  on  the 
the  similarity  between  the  two  roots  of  portio  dura  in  rabbits :   and  let  us  see 
the  spinal  nerves,  and  the  two  roots  of  what  were  the   results :  —  "  Complete 
the  fifth  pairP     Does  he  mean  to  say,  palsy    of  the  eye-lids  and  upper  and 
that    the    experiments    on    the    spinal  lower  lips  ensued,  and  the  sensibility  of 
nerves,  which  established  that  the  poste-  the  face  appeared  ifery  much  impaired^ 
rior  roots  are  endowed  with  sensation  /or,  on  plucking  out  hairg  by  the  roois^ 
only,    do  not  corroborate  those  made  it*  gave  no  signs  of  sensibility  or  pain,** 
subsequently   upon    the  corresponding  — P.  134. 

root  of  the  tifih  pair.     If  M.  Bellingen        It  remains  only  to  speak  of  the  lesser 

had,  like  Sir  Cuarles  Bell,  first  experi-  root  of  the  fifth,  or  that  which  passes 

mented  on  the  posterior  roots  of  the  spi-  the  ganglion,  and  unites  itself  with  the 

nal  nerves,  and  ascertained  that  they  third  division   of  the  nerve,  to  supply 

are  dedicated  to  sensation  only,  having  the  muscles  of  the  jaw,  and  the  angle 

no  influence  over  the  muscles,  should  of   the    mouth.      Here    we     have    at 

he  not  have  escaped  the  fatal  blunder  of  length  to    acknowledge    some    coinci- 

making  the  analogous  root  of  the  fifih  dence  in  the  views  of   the  "  transal- 

pair  preside  over  the  actions  of  the  mus-  pine  "  and  "  tramontane"  physiologists*, 

cles  of  the  face  ?    As  it  has  happened,  oir  Charles   Bell,   proceeding   on    the 

however,  this  lucky  foreigner — neither  previously-ascertained    fact,     that    the 

making  experiments  on  die  fiflh  pair,  ganglionic  root  of  the  fifth  resembles 

nor  on  the  spinal  nerves,  nor  hitting 

upon  the  true  functions  of  the  nerve  in        •  Tran9aiidne  and  irnnumtvme  are  employed 

question,  but  keeping  all  things  in  their  by  the  reTlewcr,  with  hte  usual  attenUoo  to  accu. 

nristino  rnnfiiainn hflH   0«ined    th«»  iiti-  ^^^^  **  ^®'°**  ^°  contrast,   signifying  different 

pnsiine  confusion— nas  gainea  loe  un-  ,,jg,  ^^  ^^^  ^j    ,    ,^^^  ^urin  is  In  the  anotent 

Cisalpine  Oaul  has,  perhaps,  been  floating  In  hia 


qualified  applause  of  this  reviewer ;  nay, 
he  is  held  up  as  one  injuriously  dealt 


mind  i  but  his  confusion  in  applying  words  har* 

..1    u     al      - 1    1  c  ^'  ^  %  *"B  '*•<*  same  meaning,  both  to  the  English  and 

With  bv  the  whole  prolession  I  to  the    Italian    physiologist,    and    from   beloff 


In  tne  second  plaee,  the  Italian  phy^     obllgrd  to  transport  them  or  himself,  alternately. 

siolopist  differsftom  our  Eng;l«h  phyri-    3frr:.;?:.^MC.?.tT7:r.rwUnf«U 
ologist  in  regard  to  the  functions  of  the    vertigo. 
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the  posterior  roots  of  tl^o  spinal  nerres,  cliued  expressiiigf  any  opinion  as  to  the 
in  structure  as  well  as  function,  con-  probable  functions  of  die  large  root  of 
eluded  that  the  other  root,  wliicfa  has  no  the  fiflfa:  be  professed  to  be  unable  to 
g'anglion,  corresponded  with  the  an-  ^ve  a  satisfactorj  explanation  of  its 
terior  roots  of  the  ^tnal  nerves,  like-  uses :  its  anatomical  structure,  its  gau*. 
wise  having  no  ganglions ;  and  that  it  glion,  and  its  distribution  to  the  muscles, 
conferred  motion  on  the  muscles  of  the  as  well  as  to  the  cavities  of  the  head 
jaw.  The  accuracy  of  this  deduction  And  integuments,  nuzzled  him.  Bellin- 
from  the  anatomj  was  demonstrated  geri,  on  the  other  nand,  recklessljr  made 
b^  the  experiments  upon  the  third  divi-  a  bold  guess  at  what  its  functions  might 
aiea  of  the  flfUi,  perfoitned  bf  Mr.  John  be;  he  failed  in  his  conjecture :  he 
Shaw*.  Now,  although  Bellingeri  pronounced  it  to  be  at  once  the  nerve  of 
made  no  experimenis  ijif  any  kind  upon  motion  and  of  sensation,  when  it  is 
any  part  or  the  IMi,  yet  it  is  to  be  known  to  be  simply  a  nerve  of  sensa- 
conceded  that  Jbe  was  acquainted  with  tion :  he  has  thus  thrown  a  cloud  of 
the  tque  j^ysiological  character  of  the  error  over  his  only  correct  statement. 
lesscr^raot.  But  he  was  indebted  for  We  admire  Paletta  for  his  philosophical 
tUi  knowledge  to  one  of  his  country-  caution  and  forbearance,  as  well  as  for 
mken !  He  onl  v  repeated  the  assertion  being  the  originator  of  the  idea.  We 
of  another  Italian  in  a  neighbouriujB^  must  decline  j^acing  confidence  in  any 
acbool,»-I  mean  Paletta.  It  was  this  assertion  of  Bellingeri. 
anatomist  who  first  suggested  (1784)  Let  us  now  reflect  on  the  amount 
that  the  anterior  portion  of  the  fifth  of  the  proofs  which  the  reviewer  has 
pair,  which  he  termed  nervns  crotaphi*  brought  forward,  of  the  coincidence 
ticoHbocctnatAfius,  and  showed  was  dis-  in  the  opinions  of  Sir  Charles  Bell  and 
Cributed  exclusively  lo  the  muscles  of  Bellinfpri.  The  English  pbj^siologist 
the  jaws,  must  be  a  nerve  of  notion,  maintains  that  a  nerve  consisting  of  a 
He  pointed  it  out  to  he  tbenerre  which  single  root  can  possess  only  one  of  the 
is  afieeted  in  trunnu.  Neither  has  Sir  two  functions,  sensation  or  motion ;  that 
Chafiea  Bell  omitted  to  give  the  credit  it  cannot  have  these  incongruous  pro- 
4ue  to  Paletta  ibr  this  ob^rvation.  He  perties  combined.  Does  Bellingeri  sub- 
kas  referred  to  his  Dissertation  in  se-  scribe  to  this  fundamental  principle  of 
veral  parts  of  his  last  work  on  the  Ner-  the  whole  discoveries?  In  each  of  the 
▼cos  Systeas,  and  of  the  last  edition  of  two  nerves,  which  are  the  subjects  of 
the  System  •f  Anatomy;  yet  this  libe^  his  Dissertation,  he  contradicts  thisprin- 
rmHty  ^as  I  presume  we  must  term  it)  ciple  in  the  most  decided  manner.  The 
the  renewer  abstains  from  mentioning:  large  root  of  Uie  fifth  he  represents  as 
But  so  little  impression  did  this  near  conferring  both  motion  ana  sensation, 
approach  of  Paletta  to  the  discovery  of  and  he  affirms  the  same  thing  ^vitfa 
the  trae  functions  of  (he  roots  of  the  regard  to  the  portio  dura!  The  only 
fifth  pair  make  on  our  countrymen,  or  tfamg  in  common  established  between 
assist  the  learned  pfentlemen,  who  con-  these  two  authors  is  simply  this  :->they 
tribute  to  the  Edinburgh  Journal,  in  both  composed  papers,  in  which  the 
advaneiiig  the  aobjeet,  that  I  believe  Sir  names  portio  dura  and  fiftli  pair  (»ccur ! 
Cbarfes  Bell  himself  was  the  first  per*-  Fluellen,  with  **  his  figures  and  corn- 
son  in  this  conntry  who  called  attention  parisons,"  could  have  devised  a  far  better 
Uit.  parallel! 

Before  lewring  this  point,  it  is  justice  And  here  I  must  be  allowed  to  ask, 

to  Paletta  to  say,  that  there  is  a  wide  why  has  the  reviewer  confined  his  re- 

diieienee  between  Bellingeri  and  him  marks  exclusively  to  the  fifth  pair  and 

as  to  their  daims  for  confidence  in  them  the  seventh  P    why  has  he  refrained 

as  phTsiolo|[tsts.     Paletta,  having  made  from  mentioning  the  opinions  that  Bel- 

the  ODservatMm  referred  to,  modestly  de-  lingeri  holds  respecting  the  functions  of 

*"~ '                                             the    tpinal  nerves  P      Is    he  ignorant 

^.Vi-tlfJlSr.Jtrt  "f^'ii  *if «t'ri"'i,!^i?*  1  that  bis  favourite  author  composed  an 

poiatprevioMtoiUhavlne  giveo  off  the  brancitet  %%.■»•      _^  ^'                       S       j  j* 

toUw  matclcst  tlien  thcJawfeH.nndthe  rtifis.  elaborate   dissertotion,   expressly  dedi- 

«IM  9i  tiMt  M4e  «r«re  powcrlen    I  raried  the  ex-  cated  to  the  subject  of  the  spinal  nerves  ? 

ir55SI;,5iSSi'r,?;;.V»';*kT^^^^^  we  find  the  tit(e  of  the  Jatise  pl«sed 

mmimai  wm  Mlimi :  tiM  Uwt  then  came  together  at  the  head  of  the  article  as  one  of  those 

«l«b  nvch  Hdtm.;  iDdeed.  lo  m  to  nip  my  m%\u-  ^^  y^  analyzed  !     The  date  affixetl  to  it 

Oct.  iBnT  shows  that  it  was  wnttcn  two  years  sub- 
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sequent  to  the  announcement  of  Sir  functions  of'the  anterior  and  posterior 
Charles  BelPs  discoveries,  and  five  years  roots  of  the  spinal  nervesj^  It  must,  in- 
after  the  author's  own  first  dissertation,  deed,  be  a  matter  of  disappointment  to 
It  must,  therefore,  be  supposed  to  pre-  every  well-constituted  mind,  that  tbe 
sent  Bellingeri's  matured  opinions  on  important  inquiries  into  tbe  nervous 
the  distinct  functions  of  the  nerves,  and  system  should  be  disturbed  by  the  intro- 
perhaps  also  certain  improvements  sug-  cluctiou  of  such  impertinent  and  irri- 
gestca  by  Sir  Charles  Bell's  inquiries :  tating  remarks ;  especially  when  they 
at  all  events,  from  the  resemblance  be-  proceed  from  an  anonymous  writer  like 
tween  the  spinal  ^erves  and  the  fifth  the   reviewer,  ao  wonderfully  ignorant 

Fir,  we  might  have  obtained  a  correct  of  the  subject  on  which  he  treats.     He 


spinal  nerves.    But  the  reviewer  ab-  trically  they  are  opposed  to  those  of  Sir 

stains  from  noticing  the  dissertation  of  Charles  Bell !    The  French  physiologist 

1823  9  he  places  its  title  at  tbe  head  of  does  not  lay  claim  to  any  disco vertea  of 

bis  article,   and   ^et  refuses  to  briug  Sir   Charles    Bell.      Wbat    MagendJe 

its  contents  to  light!     I  can  at  once  claims,  is  the  merit  (if  such  it  oe)  of 

explain    the  reason   of  his  reluctance  adopting  a  view  of  the  functions  of  the 

to  drag  his  admired  foreigner  into  the  roots  of  the  spinal  nerves  directly  hostiU 

broad  day.    In  speaking  of  tbe  spinal  to  that  maintained  by  our  English  phy- 

nerves.  Belli ngeri  maintains  that  both  siologist.     He  makes  no  pretensions  as 

the    anterior   roots    and  the    posterior  to  priority  of  en^ging  in  the  investiga* 

roots  are  endowed   with  motion  !    and  tiou  of  the  functions  of  the  spinal  nerves, 

the  difference  between  them  is — let  the  which  the  reviewer  wpuld  lead  us  to 

reader  mark  —  that  the  anterior   roots  suppose.    This  is  a  ground  which  be 

control  the  actions  of  flexion  and  ah'  lias  long  abandoned.     It   is  not  on  a 

duction*y    while  the  posterior  control  auestion   of  rival  claims  for  tbe  same 

the  actions  of  extension  and  aclduction  !  discovery  that  these  phy'stologists  are 

It  would  not  have  answered   the  pur-  divided  :    the  point    is,     whether  one 

poses  of  the  reviewer  to  have  stated  this,  opinion,  originally  set  forth  and   still 

But  has  he  honestly  performed  his  duty  supported  by  Sir  Charles  Bell,  or  ano. 

in  concealing  it  P     Is  such  concealment  ther  which  has  been  placed  in  opposition 

doing  justice  to  the  subject  of  which  to  it  by  M.  Magendie,  is  tbe  correct 

be  treats?     Are  his  eulogiums  on  the  one.      There    is  no  harmony  between 

foreign  author  bestowed  to  encourage  them  in  their  views.    Whoever  upholds 

the  prosecution  of  just  and  correct  views  the   opinion   of  tbe  one    must   desert 

of  pLysiology  ?  that  of  tbe  other. 

Tbe   reviewer,  in  concluding,  ssys.        What  Sir  Charles    BelPs   particular 

with  admirable  taste,  and  in  a  manner  views  concerning  the  roots  of  tbe  spi- 

that  exhibits  tbe  '^  animus "  with  which  nal  nerves   are,    I    have   already   had 

tbe  whole  is  written,*^  It  must  be  rather  occasion  to  state,  while   speaking   of 

mortifying  to  Sir  Charles  Bell  to  find  the  roots  of  tbe  fiflh  pair.    His  opinion 

that,  being  deprived  by  Bellingeri  of  is,  that  tbe  posterior  root,  which  has 

any  title  to  the  discovery  of  tbe  fiftb  the  ganglion   formed   upon    it,    ia  for 

pair  and    portio  dura,  Magendie  lays  sensation,  and  exercises  no  power  at  all 

claim  to  his  discovery  of  the  different  oyer  the  muscles — that  tbe  anterior  root, 

\ which  has  no  ganglion  on  it,  but  resem- 

•  Constitulraus   raperlni,  fllamenU  rtdlcnm  •>!««  i»  ^^  respect  tlie  ninth,  &C.,  is  for 

•ntcrionim,  enascentia  a  faacicuiu  anterioribuf,  motion  alone,  and  has  nothing  whatever 

»™4' '^i^r-p  "urr.''Jj;J!:'„.^^^^^  tj  ^'>  ''i*  "f-s^ti"?-    Thb  account  of 

euiia   poaterioribua   vei   cprebeiiodU   medaiia  their  properties  is  in  accordance  Wllh 

apinalla,  motlbiw  Toluntariia  esse  dlcaU.    Hoc  Uie  pnnciple  tO  which  I  have  had  tO  re- 

a  cerebro  ipstuaque  produrtioiiibus  cxorknte..  jer— tliat  no  nerve  in  the  body  whjch 

flexioola,  et  abduciioDla  motibua  In  genere  fumu*  has  a  Single  root  is  endowed  With  motlOll 

aionis  et  adducUonU  csHe  dicatow.   Quem  de-  ^^^^  Magendie  maintain  P     In  contro* 

acriptum nervorum antagonUmum locum ohiintre,  vei*sion    of  this   distinct  announcement^ 

el  bumana  et  compareta  analnmpM.  uhy»iio!og{a.  i,_  u«»  :..„:^«^J    /-.-.,!    u      i.  *     ^   _^  i 

aiqnepathoiogJaauader«videiuur.''-/>/«/rrf«i/tf  "C  has  insisted,  (and  he  has  not  spared 

tf^inau^  ie^  aactorc  c.  F.  BeUingeri^  1823,  p.  98,  lifc  in  cndcavouring  to  support  his  view 
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1>7  ejqperinients),  that  the  two  roots  do  with  so  much  boldness  sent  forth,  and 
uot  respectively  possess  this  simple  cfaa-  bow  devoid  he  h  of  all  knowledge  of 
racter ;  he  pretends  that  boih  sensation  the  opinions  of  the  g-entleuien  whose 
4ind  tnotion  reside  in  each  of  the  two  claims  he  pretends  to  adjudicate,  it  is 
different  roots.  Whether  he  takes  the  an-  not  for  me  to  hazard  a  conjecture  whe- 
terior  root  without  the  ganglion,  or  the  ther  such  futile  attempts  to  depreciate 
posterior  root  with  the  gfan^honybe  main-  what  he  has  done,  or  such  palpable 
tains  that  he  finds  it  combines  both  these  indications  of  a  desire  to  hurt  him  in  the 
qualities  in  it;  that  it  ])ossesses  the  eyes  of  the  profession,  will  "mortify 
power  of  conveying  sensations  inwards  Sir  Charles  Bell.  The  public— the  in- 
to the  sensorium,  at  the  same  time  that  telligent  public— especially  the  medical 
it  is  engaged  in  issuing  mandates  of  the  pubfic,  will  not  fail  to  look  upon  these 
will  outwards  to  the  muscles*.  This  exhibitions  in  their  true  light  In 
is  the  singularity  of  opinion  for  which  the  history  of  the  reception  of  his  dis- 
M.  Magendie  is  distinguished  f.  Since,  coveries,  toey  will  recognize  the  usual 
therefore,  he  maintains  a  view,  the  fortune  which  accompanies  signal  io>- 
'direct  tendency  of  which  is  to  subvert  provcmeuts  in  science— first,  the  facts 
the  truth  of  the  principle  which  runs  on  which  the  discovery  rests  are  denied 
through  the  whole  course  of  Sir  Charles  — then  some  one  seeks  to  appropriate 
BelPs  investigations,  how  can  it  be  said  the  discovery  to  himself— and,  finally, 
that  he  claims  that  gentleman's  dis-  when  there  remains  neither  doubt  as  to 
eoveries?  How  can  the  reviewer  ex-  the  facts,  nor  hesitation,  in  all  well- 
cuse  himself  for  the  offensive  insinua-  informed  persons,  as  to  the  merit  of  the 
tion  contained  in  the  last  sentences  of  observations,  it  is  said  that  the  discovery 
his  paper — that  the  discovery  a|  pro-  was  made  long  ago.  Then  it  is  that, 
priated  by  Sir  Charles  Bell  might,  per-  with  a  pretended  liberality,  some  ex- 
baps,  if  the  question  were  sifled,  be  pression  is  tortured  to  a  new  meaning, 
found  in  justice  to  belong  to  Magendie  ?  and  some  audior  whom  the  profession  is 
Having  shown  how  groundless  the  accused  of  having  long  neglected  is 
assertions  are,  which  the  reviewer  has  brought  forward  into  notice.  There 
»             ~  ~7rr. 1,\  jL.  ^, \ n rT~r  are  men  who*  find  it  an   inexpressible 

•  "  lis  semblent  AUblir  que  le  •entlment  n'eat u^r  *„  _     •        ^u  v  *  j 

pas  esclastrement  dans  les  raclne.  posterleures.  piiet  to  praise   thosc  who   are  removed 

nonplos  que  le  tbouTeinent  daos  les  anterieures.*'  by  distance  or   by  death,  if  by  this  they 

-■ite.*iVo.'i.'.%?«?-p^VrKi..»  cb«an  «»"  »"«  them«.jf,e8  from  the  necessity 

dea  ordres  de  radnen  d'est  pas  done  absoiii."—  ot  acknowledging  merit  nearer  home. 

(Mat endle  «t  Desmoulins;  Au.  de  Syst.  Nerv.)  I  have  the  honour  tO  bc,  sir, 

t  See  a  paper  by  M.  Ilfiller.  of  Bonn,  In  the  v,...- ^K«-4:««4  .«»»«»» 

Aonales  dw  Sciences  Naturelles.  where  he  has  Your  obedlCUt  servant, 

demonstrated  the  incorrectness  of  M.  Msgendle'a  ALEXANDER  ShaW. 

•iiitemente,  and  confirmed  those  made  originally         «„.    «  ,q*i 

by  Sir  Charles  Bell.    The  experiments  upon  the         '"*''  ''  ****• 

roots  of  the  spinal  nerves  hare  been  made  by  this  ______________ 

dIstSognished  German  physiologist  arlth  so  much  "" — ——————————————— 

care*  and  snch  ingenious  contrivances  to  avoid 

•rror,  tlut  no  doiibt  can  be  eaterlained  o(  their  WILLIS    ON   THE   FUNCTIONS  OF 

f[endie'«  views— of  each  of  the  two  roots  possess-  THE    NERVES, 

og  double  functions  — would  have  been  mnch  n       t  o  t* 

stronger.  If  he  had  followed  the  example  set  by  OY  JOSEPH    SWAN,    £«S«. 

Sir  Charles  Bell  at  the  beginning,  of  eonslderlag 

the  fifth  pair  in  the  head  as  analogous  to  tlie  spi-  """^ 

nal  nerves,  and  taking  the  experiments  on  this  a        ^i      v  />  ^i.      j*  r  ^\. 

nerve  as  confirmatory  of  those  on  the  nerves  of  ALL  the  lionour  01   tbe  OlSCOVeiy  01  the 

the  spine.   Tiiere  Is  this  advantage  in  expert-  functions  of  the  nerves  has  very  recently 

.T.«.i?Vfd'^.r;i'.'«riV««h.T:5S  been.lWed  to  Itol^r  and  France;  but 

the  bistoury,  and  the  results  admit  of  no  ques-  I  shall  endeavour  briefly  to  shew,  that 

tkm  I  whereas,  by  couflning  the  experimenU  ex-  Jf  the  earliest  cultivators  of  physiology, 

cinsively    to    the  roots  of  the    spinal    nerves,  -r?       .  . .  j  tt         i.*!  j       ir 

.  considenbu  uncefuinty  Is  produced,  in  con-  Jbrasistratus  and  Jtleropbilus,  and  suose- 

•cquence  of  the  exposure   of  the  spinal    mar-  qucntly    Galen,  have    IIO  claim   to   this 

row,  the  effusion  of  blood  around  the  rooU  of  the  Ji.tinctioii      a   vorv    oreat    Rbarp    of    it 

veins,  the  extensive  incisions  through  tendinous  a»™caon,    a   vcrj    ^reat    soare    01    U 

and  ligamentous  parts,  and  the  necessity  of  vio-  IS  due  to  our  distinguished  countryman, 

Jently  breaking  open  the  spinal  canal.  It  has  been  Willi8,and  his  able  COadJutor,  Dr.  Lower, 

from  relying  altogether  on  the  experimentH  uuou  »_  '„        • ^_.    •      _i^^   j  i       iir-iii 

the  spinal  nerves  that  M.  MagenJie  has  been  led  .    An  experiment  IS  related  by  Willis, 

into  error.    His  views,  entertained  at  one  time,  in  which  the  rootS  of  thc  spilial    Iierves 

r,.XS{V:Alt:y^JS:Z:yr:.7T'^f^  ^M  ^f"  »«i'»   ^are  and  irriuted,iua 

falav  ground  he  was  pursuhig  his  investigations.  Ixvuig  dog ',  and  from  Uie    firm  tcnor  Ot 
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tlie  whole  of  his  ohseiratioDS,  it  may  be  single,  to   the   respective    parts    aod 

inferred  that  this  was  only  one  of  manT  membranes  to    which  they  are  dcsti- 

experiments  made  in  support  of  a  trutn  nated." 

or  principle  that  bad  been,  in  a  Rreat  de-  For  the  histmry  of  the   more  parti- 

gree,  previously  matured  by  cUsaection  cular  functions  ofcFery  nenre,  the  reiu 

and  deep  reflection;  for,  in  his  Anato-  der  is  referred  to  the  work  itself. 

mical  and   Physiological  Treatises  on  «.  q^  miBerwe  Uboram 

the  Brain  and  Nerves,  he  points  out  the  Tuitonia,  miacrtre  ■nimw  ii«ii  dlgns  ftiffntli  "* 

functions  of  each  nerve  separately,  but  _-  .         «  .           -    ,     ,  .          ,  , 

previously  sUtes  that  the  division   or  If  the  writings  of  phyaciMis  of  Ae 

distinction  of  the  nerves,  by  reason  of  ?**'  /®"^"7  ^^  eMfnined,  it  will  be 

their  various  respects,    is   wont  to  be  «>und  Uiat  the  nrecedinsr  doctrines  were 

manifold;  to  wit,  as  they  are  either  soft  received  as  fundamentaT;  that  they  then 

or  hard,  singular  or  numerous,  in  their  became  neglected,  and  have  smce  been 

beginnings ;  or  that  they  serve  either  revived  and  enlarged  upon  by  the  la- 

to  the  faculty  of  sense    (qnod  ttnsui  bours  of  our  own  disUnguished  country. 

iantum),    or  motion    (ant  motui),  or  men,  as  well  as  by  no  less  distinguished 

both  together  r*tmtf/ ii*riflrMe/«ctt/*a*i.;  foreigners. 

He  says,  the  first  is  for  the  sense  of  Vwi  Swieten,  m  his  commentaiy  on 

smelling;  the  second,  for  the  sense  of  Boerbaave's   1067th  aphonsm.  says  — 

seeing;   the  thiid  and  fourth,  for  mo-  ^^  "   ^"o^n  ^^P  physiology  that 

tion;  the  fifth,  for  both  sense  and  motion;  «>™e  ^^^^  ,^^^  (or  ^e  sense  of  feel- 

the  soft  portion  of  the  serenth,  for  the  >?fir,    and    others   for   moUon,   which, 

sense    of  hearing;    the   hard  porUon,  ">?"]?*>  ^fj  ^  \^U,  diflTerent  m  their 

rather  for  motion  than  sense,  and  also  ^^«^  within  the  brain,  yet  being  cd. 

for  pathetic  motion ;  the  eighth,  for  the  *«cted  into  the  greater  trunks  of  the 

involuntary  functions  of  the  parts  to  nerves,  are  sent  together  to  the  different 

ivhich  it  is  distributed;  the  spinal  ac  P.^^^  of  the  body ;  wherefore  the  fiine- 

cessory,  for  the  involuntary  functions  of  ^ons  of  the  motory  nerves  may  be  hin- 

the  arms,  <&c.;  the  ninth,  for  the  mo-  .^^f  ^^^  th«  nerves  for  feeling  re- 

tions  of  the  tongue,  requisite  for  the  "«"»  quite  unhurt,  or  at  least  not  so 

articulation  of  sounds,  as  the  nerves  of  '""^"j  *°<*  *"«  contraiy. 

the  fifth,  spread  into  this  member,  serve  .^""«>"  P^sages  bearing  on  thu  doc- 

for  the  distinguishing  of  the  tastes,  for  *""«  ™aj;  ^  ««»  in  the  commentanes 

the  exereise  of  either  faculty,  viz.  both  on  several  subsequent  aphorisms. 

motive  and  sensitive ;  the  texture  of  the  6,  TiiTiitock-SnnaTe, 

tongue  being  notedly  fibrous,  (ath  the  ^"'^  **•  *®**' 

virtue  of  a  double  organ ;  therefore,  by  . 

the  two  nerves,  besi<ks  the  supplements  ' 

of  spirits,  are  carried  on  both  the  instincts 

of  motion  and  the  sensible  impressions.  PHYSIOLOGY  OF  THE  VOICE. 

"  But,  in  truth,  this  may  be  rather  mod*  of  pmonuciMo  csaTAiN  mcsical 

said— that  all  the  shoots  of  the  nervous  tokxs 

and    lesser   branches   remain    distinct  * 
and  singular  amongst  themselves,  from 

the  parts  to  which    they   are  inserted,  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Garette. 
even  to  their  beginning ;  so  that  a  pecu- 

liar  tract  6f  the  spirits,  or  way  or  pas-  ^^^* 

sage,  lies  open  from  the  brain  ana  its  In  the  last  number  of  the  Gazette,  Mr. 

medullary   appendix,  to  every  muscle  Bishop  has  advanced  some  ingenious 

and  nervous  part ;  for,  in    truth,    al-  reasoning  to  disprove  the  oorrectneiis  of 

though  the  nerves,  according  to  their  Mr.  Wheatstone's  explanation  of  Mr. 

beginnings,  may  seem'  to  arise  from  the  Richmond's  musical   performance,    au 

pt^ater  trunks,  yet  it  will  easily  appear,  account  of  which   I  gaye  in  a  former 

if  you  shall  open  the  trunk  and  these  number  of  your  journal, 

branches,    that   in    them    many   little  Mr.  Bishop  admits  that  the  bass  sound 

nervcR,  only  like  hairs,  for  the  sake  of  is  laryngeal,  but  supposes  that  the  pro- 

a  better  conduct,  are  collected  together  duction  of  toe  higher  notes  in  the  per. 

in  the  same  bundle ;  yea,  the  coverings  formance  **  approximates  most  neariy 

being  Rpparaled,  you  may  follow  often-  to  tlic  curamuu  mode  of  whistling."    It 

times    the    little  nervulets,   and   these  is  evident,  however,  that  if  this  were 
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the  case,  tbc  higher  notes  might  be  pro-  pulmouary  complaints ;  and  the  success 
duced,  as  they  are  in  whistling,  without  m  arresting  the  progress,  if  not  of  uUi- 
an  accompanying  bass  or  fundamental  mately  relieving    many   symptoms,  of 
sound.     Now  the  contrary  is  the  fact,  those  affections,  I  think  sumciently  jus* 
Mr.    Richmond     cannot    produce    the  tify  me  in  calling  the  attention  of  my 
higher  notes  but  in  conjunction  with  medical  brethren,  who  have  more  fre- 
tbe  drone.  queiit  opportunities  than  I  now  have,  to 
Mr.  Bishop  further  states,  that  "  the  a  subject  of  this,  usually  considered,  in- 
higher  notes  [ill  the  performance]  are  tractable  iiatui-e,  and  warrant  my  tak- 
iiot  necessarily  harmonies  [it  should  be  ing  the  liberty  of  giving  you  the  trouble 
harmonics]    resulting  from  the  fuuda-  of  this  communication, 
mental  notes ;  their  relative  positions  in  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir, 
,the  scale  being  under  tlie  control  of  Mr.  Your  obedient  servant, 
Richmond's    taste."     This    remark,  if  George  Smith  Gibbes. 
true,     would     certainly     subvert    Mr.  WeymoutU.  July  10, 1884. 
Wheatstone's  hypothesis;  but  there  is 

reason  to  doubt  its  accuracy.    As  far  as     __ — ___ 

it  could  be  determined,  on  the  occasion 

on  which  Mr.  Wheatstone  and  myself  ANALYSES  and  NOTICESqf  BOOKS, 
witnessed  Mr.  Richmond's  performance, 
the  series  of  higher  notes  invariably 

bore   a   definite  relation  to  the  funda-  "L'AuUur  le  toe  *  altongerceque  lelecleurif 

inental  sound  ;  each  higher  sound  being  '** ""  .br*gcr."-i>'AL.MBKBT. 

in  the  relation  of  a  multiple  of  the  bass ;  "*"^ 

and  not  otherwise  under  the  control  of  Xllustraiiotu  of  the  Natural  History  of 

Mr.    Richmond's  Uste,    than   are    the  Worcegtershire,  with  Information  on 

^ighcr  notes,  m  Mr.  Eulenstein's  per-  the  Statistics,  Zoology,  and  Geohgy, 

formance  on  the  Jew's  harp,  under  hts  of  the  County.    By  Charles  Hast- 

control.— I  am,  su-,  ,ngs,  M.D. 
Your  obedient  serrant, 

Herbert  Mayo.  This  is,  we  believe,  the  first  publication 

W,  Gwrge-Street,  HanoTer-Square,  ^*^  ^^  **5"«^;^  ^»?™  ^^^  V^,  under  the 

July  16, 18&4.  sanction  of  the  Worcestershire  Natural 

History  Society.     The  society  itself  is 

—————— ——^ _.  of  a  very  recent  date,  being  established 

since  the  suggestion  for  the  forming  of 

OXIDE  OF  BISMUTH  IN  PUL-  such  scientific  co-operative  bodies  was 

MONARY  COMPLAINTS.  thrown  out  at  the  first  meeting  of  the 

Provincial  Medical    Association.      We 

have  already  taken  occasion  to  express 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  our  decided  approval  of  the  ])riucipTe  of 

•  such  unions ;   and  we  are  glad  to  find 
^''»  the  author  of  the  work  befbre  us  dwell- 
I  HAVE  for  years  been  much  struck  with  ing  with  earnestness  on  the  advantages 
the  intimate  connexion  which  subsists  to  oe  derived  from  them  by  the  medical 
between  the  stomach   and   the   lungs,  profession;  while  he  does  not  forget  to 
and  with  the  quick  interchange  of  ois-  assume  that  credit  for  his  professional 
ordered    function    which    takes    place  brethren  which  they  so  richly  deserve  as 
between   those  two   important  organs,  cultivators    of    the    natural    sciences. 
I  need  not  point  out  tne  strong  ana-  ^^  With     that    profession,"     says    Dr. 
log^y  of  the   aflfections  of  the  mcsen-  Hastings,  **  the  inquiries  proposed  to  be 
teric  glands  with  the  jdisturbed  actions  instituted  have  a  very  close  connexion, 
of  the    alimentary   ornns,    of  which  since  without  a  correct  knowledge  of  the 
they  form  so  essentia]  a  part.    From  natural  history  of  the  lociility  in  which 
long   experience    of  the    good   effects  the  physician  practises,  be  must  be  igno- 
of  the  oxide  of  bismuth,   under  cer-  rant  of  many  things  which  influence  its 
tain  conditions  of  the  stomach,  and  from  mortality,  and  cannot  discern  what  Hip- 
the  above  opinion,  that  that  organ  is  nocratcs  esteemed   the  greatest  excel- 
much  concerned  in  most  derangements  lencc  in  the  art  of  physic — the  coustitu- 
of  the  lungs,  I  have  been  indticed  to  tioii  of  the   seasons,   and   the   diseases 
order  oxide  o£  bismuth  as  a  remedy  for  which  attend  them."    And  sgain,  in  his 
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introductory    address,    he    says,    *'  the  which  he  treated  the  present  suhject  in 

ToluDie  of  nature  lies  open  to  alii,  hut  in  a  somewhat  more  compendious   form, 

an  especial  manner  to  the  medical  phi-  The  experiments  now  published  seem  to 

losopher :  in  all  regions  he  is  excited  to  have    been    cautiously  conducted,   ai^ 

peruse  her  ])ages,  to  interpret  her  Ian-  very  interesting,  and  appear  to  justify 

giiage,  and  to  explain  her  laws.     In  the  the  following  conclusions :— 
expeditions,  whether  of  discovery,  war,        "  1st. — That  artificial  inflation   will 

or  commerce,  made  to  remote  parts,  and  dilate  the  lungs,  so  that  they  will  float 

to  every  climate  of  this  earth,  wc  see  with  in  water,  and  crepitate  on  pressure;  and 

a  pardonable  satisfaction  that  the  most  in-  will,  at  the  same  time,  change  their 

teresting  facts  in  natural  histoiy  and  sci-  colour  from  chocolate  to  bright  scariet. 
euce  have  been  collected  by  medical  per-        "  2nd. — That   this  inflation  maj  be 

sons,  or  by  those  educated  in  that  profes-  effected  without  the  aid  of  instruments, 

sion.  It  seems  to  me,  that  a  spirit  of  in-  by  merely  blowing  air  into  the  child^ 

quiry  into  the  natural  phenomena  going  mouth. 

on  in  this  globe   is  congenial  with  the        '''3rd.--- Air  introduced  into  the  Ittnga, 

study  of  the  medical  art;  and  that  this  by  artificial  inflation,  maybe  expelled 

disposition  may  be  encouraged  and  di-  by  pressure,  so  that  the  lungs  will  sink 

reeled  in  a  mode  that  may  lead  to  im-  in  water. 

portant  discoveries."  "  4th.— After  respiration,  the  air  can- 

Dr.  Hastings  could  not  have  brought  not  be  expelled  from  the  lungs,  without 

forward  a  better  example  of  his  position  completely  breaking  down  the  structure 

than  that  aflbrded  us  in  his  own  case,  of  every  part  of  the  organ.    Any  part. 

We  have  looked  through  his  book,  and  however  small,  not  thus  broken  down, 

are  eoually  surprised  and  filled  with  ad-  will  continue  to  float, 
miration  at   the    profusion    of    varied        ''5th. — Before  respiration,  the  arterial 

knowledge  which  it  contains.    Whether  duct  is  of  equal  diameter  throughout  i|^ 

we  examine  it  with  reference  to  its  sta-  course,  considerably  laraer  than  either 

tistical  information,  including  the  me-  of  the  pulmonary  branches,  and  neariy 

dical  history  of  Worcestershire,  or  its  as  large  as  the  pulmonary  trunk, 
notices  of  the  zoology  of  the  county,        "   6th. — After  respiration   has    been 

the  botany,  mineralogy,    meteorology,  established,  the  arterial  duct  becomes 

^c,  we  are  bound   to  declare  that  it  conical,  the  apex  of  the  cone  being  to- 

forms  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  wards  the  aorta ;  it  is  also  considerably 

valuable  publications  of  the  kind  we  smaller  in  size    than    the   pulmonary 

have  yet  met  with.     We   warmly   re-  trunk;  and  one  or  both  of  the  pulmonary 

commend  it  as  a  model  for  kindred  pro-  branches  will  be  found,    in  diameter, 

ductions,  which,  we  have  no  doubt,  will  nearly  equal  to,  if  not  exceeding  it 
emanate  speedily  from  other  new  county        **  7th. -^  If,  immediately  on  opening 

societies,  the  chest  of  an   infant,  the  lungs  be 

..^  found  of  a  bright  scarlet  colour,  filling 

the  cavity  of  the  chest,  covering  the 

The  Transactions  of  the  Medical  and  ?»<Jes  of  the  pericardium,  and  crepitat- 

Surgical    Association.       Instituted  ""gT  when  cut  or  pressed ;  if  they  float 

1832.     Vol.  II.  freely  in  water,  and  portions  continue 

.  .  1  •  1  I  to  do  so  until  the  disorganization  of 

Among  the  papers  which  we  have  not  every  part  be  effected ;  there  can  be  litde 

vet  noticed  m  our  account  of  this  excel-  doubt  that  respiration  has  taken  place. 

lent  volume   there  are  two  or  three  the  if,  i„  addition,  the  ductus  arteriosus  be 

substance   of  which   we  may  be  per-  conical,    considerably  smaller   in  isize 

mitted  to  lay  before  our  readers.    The  than  the  pulmonary  trunk,  and  but  little 

first  of  them  contains—  difleriug  in  size  from  the   pulmonary 

Mr.  Jennings's  Experiments  to  distin^  benches,  thefact  of  respiration  having 

ffuish  the  effects  of  artificial  infiation  }f^f  place  may  be  considered  as  poai. 

from  those  of  imperfect  respiration,  "  u  ^™7^'     ,  •    ^  ^  ^ 

in  the  lungs  of  infants  founidead,  .  WTiatever  obiections  may  be  made 

^    -'     -*        -^  against  either  of  the  two   tests,  when 

Itmay  probably  berecollectcd  that  the  employed  separately,  they  are  entirely 

author,  who  is  surgeon  to  the  Leamington  removed  when  the  result  of  both  proves 

Charitable  Institution,  contributed  a  pa-  the  same  thing.      Future  expenmenU 

per  to  this  journal  in  November  last,  in  may  prove,  either  that,  where  death  has 
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taken  place  while  respiration  is  very  lera  in  a  few  days,  and  only  one,  be- 
ini])erfect,  or  where  the  infant  has  been  sides  the  father,  survived." 
immature,  one  or  both  of  these  tests  may  The  following  paragfraph,  also,  con- 
fail  to  indicate  the  fact  of  respiration  tains  some  curious  matter  for  reflection. 
having  existed.  Still  such  cases  can  in  '*  The  ffeneral  state  of  mind  was  very 
ntf  way  affect  the  validity  of  the  test,  as  remarkable,  for,  however  alarmed  the 
proving  respiration  to  have  existed,  patients  might  be  before  the  attack,  I 
where  the  results  are  such  as  I  have  never  observed  a  person,  suffering  from 
pointed  out.  Future  experiments  may,  cholera,  in  the  slightest  degree  influ- 
and  I  trust  will,  disclose  means  by  enced  by  the  fear  of  death,  by  grief  at 
which  the  most  imperfect  respiration  the  idea  of  parting  from  their  relatives 
may  be  distinguished  from  artincial  in-  and  friends,  or  by  the  hope  of  recovery. 
flation  ;  though,  nevertheless,  I  am  On  the  contrary,  they  seemed  in  a  state 
of  opinion  that,  for  practical  application  of  perfect  indifference  on  all  these  sub- 
to  the  ends  of  justice,  the  above  means  jects,  thoujHrh  their  friends  were  weeping 
will  be  found  amply  sufficient"  round  their  beds.    Even  the  children 

_^       _    .      -«,     ,,    ^,  did  not  cry,  but  were  only  restless  and 

Dr.  Ogier  Ward't  Observattom  on  troublesome.    The  lighting  up  of  the 

Cholera.  mental  faculties,  described  by  Sir  H. 

The  observations  given  in  this  paper  Halford  as  occurring  just  before  death 

are  founded  on  the  personal  experience  in  certain  diseases,  lias  been  ascribed, 

of  the  author,  engaged  in  the  treatment  by  a  late  writer,  to  the  intoxicatins*  ef- 

of  the  disease,  as  It  appeared  in  Wolver-  feet,  as  it  were,  of  the  carbonized  blood 

hampton  and  its  neighbourhood.    His  stagnatine'  in  the  cerebral  capillaries, 

remarks  on  the  origin,  causes,  progress.  Again,  Magendie  and  others  nave  ad  > 

characteristic  svmptoms,  and  the  reme-  duced    the    integrity    of    the    mental 

dies  found  to  be  most  useful,  are  judi-  powers  to  the  last  in  cholera,  as  an'ano- 

cious,  and  possessed  of  more  of  the  in-  malv,  or,  rather,  as  an  argument  against 

terest  of  novelly  than  might  be  supposed  Bicnat*s  opinion  of  the  poisonous  pro- 

aAer  all  that  had  been  said  on  the  sub-  perties  of  venous  blood.    As  far  as  my 

ject  for  a  year  or  two  previously.     The  observation  extends,  however,  I  have  re- 

author*s  opinions  are  strongly  affirma-  marked  that,  besides  indifference,  there 

tive  of  the  contagious  spread  of  the  dis-  has  been,  before  death,  more  or  less  stu- 

ease  at  Wolverhampton — the  contagion,  por,  attended  with  deafness,  and  alter, 

of  course,  being  greatly  and  manifestly  nating,  in  some  cases,  with  jactitation 

favoured  by  the  ill-regulated  habits  and  and  muttering.    The  conclusion  I  draw 

filth  of  those  most  exposed  to  it  is«  that  blacE  or  venous  blood  has  not 

**  A  striking  instance  of  Ihe  effects  of  only  no  power  to  augnnent,  or  even 

bad  food  and  dirty  habits,  was  shewn  in  maintain,    the  sensoriS  faculties,  but 

a  family  of  eififht  persons.    The  fadier  that  it  has  a  direct  effect  to  lessen  and 

was  in  the  habit  of  receiving  from  the  oppress  them.'| 

butchers,  offal    and    unsaleable    meat,  A  table  is  given  of  the  results  of  the 

which  was  hung  up  in  the  house  for  the  various  methods  of  treatment  adopted  in 

family  to  help  themselves  from   till  it  356  cases :  from  which  it  appears  that 

was  consumed,  or  too  putrid  to  be  eaten,  the  deaths  amounted  to  106,  and  that 

The  habits  of  the  family  were  also  disso-  the  saline  remedies  were  most  effica- 

lute  and  dirty,  and,  consequently,  the  cious, — ^while    the    cold-water    s^^stem 

house  was  a  nuisance  to  the  neighoours.  proved  just  the  reverse.    Croton  oil  the 

The  wife  was  the  first  taken  ill,  and  she  author  cousidera  as  superior  to  every 

died ;  and  it  was  with  ffreat  difiiculty  other  medicine  in  the  stage  of  collapse, 

her  funeral  was  hasteneo,  from  the  op-  By  the  way,  "  castor  oil"  is   printed 

position  of  the  husband,  who  swore  most  three  times  in  page  380,  instead  of  *'  cro. 

uoaitively  that  she  had  not  died  of  cho-  ton  oil,"  by  some  error  of  the  press ;  but 

lera,  and  should  not  be  buried  before  the  the  context  serves  sufficiently  to  set  it 

usual  time ;  and  by  way  of  bravado,  he  right. 

went  and  lay  down  by  the  body.     Two  --.     --..,,,          ,    -,             ^    w     «■ 

days  afterwards  he  was  seized  with  the  ^'''  ^^ddlemoreU  Report  of  the  Bir^ 

disease,  and  Uken  to  the  hospitol,  and  mitigham  Eye  Infirmary, 

the   family   was    dispersed    about    the  Contains  several  valuable  cases,  with 

town ;  neverthel€S!«,  they  all  had  cho-  remarks.      On  the   curious  subject  of 
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(dislocation  of  tbe  lens,  we  find  the  fbi-  sometiinefl  coming  in  moi  of  the  uw* 
lowing  among  other  observations :—  and  pressing  that  membrane  (which  was 
*'  A  blow  upon  the  eye  may  displace  in  a  state  of  vaccillation^  towards  the 
the  lens  and  its  capsule,  and,  at  the  retina,  and  on  leaning  the  head  back- 
same  time,  rupture  the  hyaloid  mem-  wards,  it  would  pass  the  pupil  and  re- 
brane  ;  or  it  may  inflict  such  iufury  su me  iu  proper  position;  so  tnat,  I  ap. 
upon  these  parts,  that  the  septa  o^  the  prchcnd,  in  this  instance,  the  faraloid 
hyaloid  membrane  may  become  ah-  membrane  was  entire.  It  may  be  do> 
sorbcd,  and  the  vitreous  humour  acquire  sirable  to  state,  that  the  lens  preserved 
a  morbid   fluidity,  so  that  the  lens  will  its  transparency.'' 

sink  backwards  and  rest  upon  the  retina.  We  must  here  close  our  analytical  re- 

and,  by  its  compressive  eflect,    cause  marks  on  the  contents  of  the  volume, 

total  amaurosis^      Now,    in    such    in-  The  work  itself  is  well  worthy  the  penK 

stances,    an   examination    of  the  eye,  sal  of  professional  men,  and    we  trust 

with  the  head  reclining  backwards,  will  it  will  meet  witli  that  support  and  eu- 

detect  a  vacillating  ins,  and  a  slightly  couragement  which  it  so  well  deserves, 
green-coloured  body,  (which  is  the  mdet 

common  change  of  colour  that  the  lens      -w-i ■■-      ■  i. 

undergoes  under  such  circumstances,)  at  *.^,^,^.,     ^         _    , .__ 

the   lower   and    posterior  part  of  the  MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

globe;  and,  whilst  in  this  position,  the  „         .        rf,rt*o»^ 

vision  of  such  an  eye  will  be  entirely  Saturday,  July  19, 1834. 

destroyed.     If  the  patient  move  the  eye-  •»-— . 

ball    freely  and  rapidly,  the  lens,  or  a  •♦  Licet  omntbuN,  lleet  edsm  mlhl,  dlgnlUlcn 

greenish  or  amber^oloured  body,  will  Artis  Hediom  twri%  iiotcsu*  modo  vcnivatfi  !■ 

e  seen  to  roll  about  in  the  eye.     If  the  P"Wlcum  »it,  diceudi  perlculam  oos  rccuso.'* 

patient  lean  the  head  forward,  the  lens  Cic«ao. 

will  rise  into  its  proper  place,  or  per- 
haps its  upper  margin  may  be  seen,  if  THE  PRIVY  COUNCIL  AND  THE 
the  pupil  is  somewhat  lar^e,  and  he  will  GOWER.STREET  CHARTER, 
be  able  to  see  in  this  position,  not  per- 

fccUy,  but  sufficiently  well  to  find  his  Several  of  our  correspondenU  have  ex- 

way    about,    even    in    walking    in    a  pressed  much  curiosity  to  know  what 

strange  road,  or  in  a  place  to  which  he  has  become  of  the  London  University 

has  not  been  accustomed      Now  it  may  Charter,  since  the  pleadings  before  the 

happen,  that,  in  some  of  these  cases,  -^ .        '         -i ,     *                           , .  . 

the  lens  may  not  be  wholly  detached,  a  ^"^y  Council  ?    In  answer  to  which 

alight  connexion  still  existing  at    its  we  have  to  inform  them,  that  nothing 

lower  marorin ;  and  then,  of  course,  it  has  been  heard  on  the  subject  since  the 

wiU  not   ^oat  about  so  freely  in   the  ^^^^  ^„„j^  ^     The  parties  ftsked  for 

vitreous  humour,  and  will  more  readily  ,                 ,,             ■^. 

come  forwards  If  the  head  be  inclined  *  charter,  and  have  received  no  answer, 

in  such  a  direction ;  in  other  instances,  But,  so  far  is  silence,  in  this  case,  from 

the  lens  and  ito  capsule  appear  to  be  giving  consent,  that  just  the  opposite 

wholly  detached  from  the  hyaloid  mem-  M^^^e  is  to  be  deduced.    The  appli- 

orane,  and,  of  course,  when  this  takes  ^    ,              ^       ^        ,    ^           ■  "^ 

place,    the    crysUllinc    will,    in     the  *^*"*»  ^*^^   "®*  ^T^t  a  charter,  nor  an 

erect  position  of  the  body,  sink  down-  ^^J  likely  ever  to  succeed  in  procur- 

wards,  as  an  effect  of  its  weight,  and,  ing  one  of  the  kind  they  seek,  while 

bv  resting  upon  the  retina  induce  com-  they   retain  their  present   constitution, 

plete  amaurosis.  ^    .,  ^    ,,      ,       i    •*  •    ^i. 

"I  have  seen  many  of  these  eases  ^"  ^^  ^^^"^  ''*"^»  ^^  '*  ^^«  aasumpUon 
recently,  and  shall  briefly  refer  to  one  or  o^  »  nauwe  to  which  they  were  not  en- 
two  of  them ;  but,  I  must  confess,  I  had  titled  —it  is  the  impudence  and  di»- 
nevcr  noticed  this  form  of  injury  until  l,onesty  of  tiying  to  impose  themselves 
my  worthy^  and  enlightened  fneud,  Mr.  tr  •  •*  l*  u  i  u  .1 
«mith,  of  Southam,  obligingly  sent  to  me  "  *  UmversUy  ^v^hich  has  been  Uie 
a  man,  in  wbom  the  lens  passed  freely  •"*«  obstacle  to  their  obUiiung  an  act  of 
into  cither  chamber  of  the  rye,  in  ao-  incorporation ;  for  this  would  at  once 
cordance  with  the  position  of  the  head  ;  have  been  conceded  to  them,  as  it  has 
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been  to  Kiog's  College,  and  many  other    equally  obtained  at  the  other  achools? 
scientific  institutions.    Either  they  must    Let  but  the  collateral   sciences  be  the 
cease  to  be  a  joint«tock  company,  or    passport  to  degrees,  and  all  the  great 
they  will  never  become  a  university  in    schools  in  London  would  very  soon  poa- 
any  thing  but  the  name ;  nor  do  we  be-    pess  the  means  of  teaching  them.    We 
lieve  that  even  then  they  would  obtain    presume  that  by  '*  collateral  sciences,"  as 
the  exclusive  privileges  which  they  so    connected  with  medical  degrees,  we  are 
much  covet    Yet  we  have  no  doubt  that    to  understand  natural  philosophy,  natu- 
as  the  opening  of  another  session  draws    ral  history,  &c.     It  might  be  sufEcieut, 
jucar,  and  as  the  season  for  throwing    on  this  head,  to  appeal  to  the  numbers 
out  their  baits  and  setting  their  springes    who  do~or  rather  to  the  numbers  who 
for  the  unwary  arrives,  we  shall  once    do  noi — attend  these  classes  in  Gower- 
again  witness  a  repetition  of  the  an^    Street;  but  we  prefer  calling  attention 
nouncement,   that  the   University    in-    to  another  fact,  and  one  which  clearly 
tends    to   confer   degrees  \     '*  What,"    proves  that  nothing  which  is  made  a 
asked  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Mr.  Bicker*-    pretext  on   which    to    found    superior 
steth,  during  the  late  pleadings  before    claims  will  long  remain  the  exclusive 
the  Privy  Council,-*"  what  is  there  to    property  of  any  school; — we  mean,  that 
prevent  the   London  University   from    at  St  Bartholomew's,  the  lectureships 
conferring  degrees  now,  and  without  a    alluded  to  are  already   announced  as 
cliarter,  if  they  please?"—"  Nothing,    having  been  added  to  their  list    In 
my  Lord)"  replied  the  learned  barrister,    short,  the  time  has  gone  by  for  mono- 
"  but  the  ridicule  and  contempt  with    polies ;  and  the  attempt  to  establish  a 
which  such  degrees  would  be  received."    new  one  for  the  sale  of  degrees  has  sig- 
This  undoubtedly,  and  this  alone,  it  is    nally  failed.     Butagain,  asto  thecolla«> 
which  restrains  them;  this  is  the  se-   teral  sciences,  which  have  been  put  forth 
ciet  of  their  anxiety  about  a  charter;    so  confidently,  as  constituting  the  supe. 
because  they  know  and  feel  that  if  they    rior  claims  of  our  friends   in  Gower- 
attempt  to  confer  a  degree  of  any  kind—    Street,    what    value    do    they    them- 
even  their  hybrid  abortion  of  "Mas-    selves  attach  to  them,   as  connected 
tor  in  Medicine    and  Surgery  "—that    with  the  medical  degree  ?    What  stress 
momeiU  would  the  other  schools  also  pro-    is  laid  upon  them  ?    What  regulations 
ceed,  in  self-defence,  to  grant  diplo-    have  been  made  regarding  them  ?  What 
mas;  for,  whatever  right  the  establish-    "collateral"  courses  are    enjoined?— - 
ment  in    Gower- Street  has  to  do  so.    Much  have  the  learned  solicitors  and 
.pveeisely  the  same  right  haveall  the  other    eloquent   advocates   of  the   Univertity 
schools.     Thus  would  the  very  name    dwelt  upon  this  claim,  as  one  which  was 
of  a  London  diploma  become  a  mockery    to  bear  down  all  op])osition  ;  but  the 
and  a  scorn.   Oh!  (say  the  shareholders)    "Faculty"  were  wiser  in  their  gene- 
but  wfi  have  the  means  of  teaching  the    ration ;   they  knew  that   if  the  extra 
collateral  sciences ;    and  this  cry  has    courses    and    additional    qualifications 
been  repeated,  till  the  public— that  is,    blazoned    forth    were    really  reqnired, 
the  unreflecting  part  of  the  public-**-    no   one    would    ever   dream  of  socfc 
imagine  there  is  some  reason  in  the    ing   their  degree ;  they  felt  that  be^ 
argomeiit.   But  what,  we  ask,  may  those    ing  worth  less,  it  must  be  had  lor  less 
collateral  sciences  consist  of,  a  know-    than  the  degree  of  a  genube  Univcr- 
ledge  of  which    can    be    obtained  in    sity,  else  %vo>ild   all  competition  be  in 
Gowcr-Strcct,  but  which  might  not  be    vain.    Accordingly,  wo  were  very  can- 
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didly  inforiDed  by  Dr.  Grant,  in  his  in-  degree  is  complete.    Now  all  this  has 

troductory  lecture  last  year,  that  ''  in  been  done,  and  can  be  done  again,  with- 

this  institutiony  the  curriculum  unanu  out  going  to  the  PrivjCouncil; — besides, 

moiuly  proposed  by  the  medical  Faculty  wh  j  ask  permission  to  do  that  which  can 

for  the  diploma  of  Master  in  Medicine  be  done  without  the  leave  of  any  one  ? 

and  Surgery,  comprehends  only  subjects  Therefore,  we  advise  the  Joint-stock  Com- 

taught  by  the  Professors  of  that  Fa-  pany  in  Gower-Street,  either  to  give  up 

culty.**    Now  this  is  going  to  the  point  their  aspirations  afler    exclusive  privi- 

at  once — tliis  is  doing  business — this  is  leges,  and  just  to  manufacture  degrees 

being  honest ;  here  is  no  beating  about  on  their  own   bottom,  or  let  them   at 

the    bush,   no  circumlocution,   no   co-  length  be  shamed  into  modesty,  and 

quetry,  but  a  plain  straight-forward  an-  take  their  place  with  other  great  schools, 

nouncement— '*  we  are  to  give  the  de-  content  to  share  with  them  the  good  and 

grees,  and  we  shall  give  them  only  to  evil  of  their  calling,  without  attempting 
those  who  attend  our  lectures;  but  if   to  obtain  exclusive  privileges;  for  ex- 

they  do  this,  we  shall  require  them  to  elusion  is  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the 

attend  those  of  no  other  person,  either  age,   and  they  may  rest  assured  that 

here  or  elsewhere !"  whatever  privileges  they  obtain  will  be 

Weeamestly  wish  that  the  "Faculty,"  equally  given  to  all  the  other  schools, 

instead  of  always  promising  and  post-  We  have  been   telling  them  this    for 

poning  —  instead    of    tantalizing    the  these  five  years  past,  and  have  always 

young  aspirants  with,  honours  still  re-  been  answered  that  they  had  **  at  last** 

ceding  as  they  attempt  to    approach  succeeded.    Another  "  at  last"  is  added 

them-^instead  of  subjecting  them  to  the  to  the  list,  and  they  are  no  nearer  the 

sickness  of  hope  deferred,  would  fairly  accomplishment   of   their  wishes   than 

dub  a  fcw^make  a  score  or  two  of  ^  Mas-  before :  nay,  the  very  Times  has  turned 

ters,"  and  send  them  out  into  the  world  to  against  them,  and,  on  a  recent  occasion, 

try  their  fortune.    Why  should  they  hesi-  very  truly  remarked — 

tate  ?     An   individual  has  done  what,  **^  The  non-existence  of  any  thing  like 

in  their  collective  strength,  they  seem  endowment,  or  characteristic  of  perma- 

afraid  to  attempt.     The  late  Dr.  Walker  nency,in  the  London  University,  and  its 

used  to  confer  diplomas  in  vaccination  !  necessary,    though    hitherto  nnsuccese^ 

he  granted  degrees,  and  yet  he  had  no  ful,    adjustment  to   the   vulgar    ob- 

charter!     It  is  the  easiest  thing  in  the  jects   of    other    joint-stock    specu- 

world  to  do  so ;  as  Hamlet  sajrs,  lations,  has  been  the  great  impediment 

••  Ti.  u  ewy  as  lying."  to  the  grant  of  that  charter  which  its 

Get    a    large    piece    of  parchment  —  directors    have     so    eagerly    desired.^ 

—the  larger  the  better;    have   it  well  With   the     Times  (their  own  especiftl 

emblazon^   with   black  letter,   mixed  journal),  then,  we  say-^that  no  joinfr- 

with  a  little  gilding  or  tinsel ;  set  forth  stock  company  ever  has,  or  ever  can^ 

the  morality,  the  ingenuousness,  and  the  receive  a  charter  conferring  the  power 

learning  of  the  possessor ;  confer   on  of  giving  degrees ;  and  if  ever  there  be 

him  a  name  (and   "Master,"  the  one  a  real  London  University, it  will  consist 

proposed,  is  sufficiently  imposing) ;  au-  of  some   independent  body,  not    con- 

thorize  him  to  kill  or  cure,  over  all  the  cemed  in  teaching,  and  will  extend  its 

civilized  glpbc— "  ubiqtie  gentium,"  as  benefits  equally    to    all     the    efficient 

our  Edinburgh  friends  have  it ;— append  establishments, 

to  this  a  large  seal  and  a  tin  case,  and  the  — — 
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CLINICAL  OBSERVATIONS  and  below';  after  which  splints  are  put  on 

ON  THB  OKNBRAL  ^^^  ^^"'  sidcs  of  the  member,  taking  care 

that  they  shall  not  press  on  the  osseous 

TREATMENT  OF  FRACTURES  OF  prominences    of  the   joints.     A  general 

THE  EXTREMITIES.  '^^f  T  '^^''"r^P  r^"^  f*"^  ^"'  r 

In  the  case  of  the  fracture  of  a  fore-arm, 

By   Baron  Dupuytren.  the  apparatusrequired  are— a  bandage  four 

.  or  five  ells  long,  graduated  compresses. 

Prom  Ihe  "  Lecont  Orale..';  pubUnhed  period!-  ^^^  gpUn^g  ^f  ^f    i     ^y^  ^f  tl^    fore-arm, 

cally,  under  the  Baroo*8  iniipectloo.  .r^,    ,                 *vMg*..    .   ""%     .wwiuj, 

or  a  little  longer,--'at  all  events  broader. 

■  The  patient  being  placed  in  a  sitting 

BANDAGES  AND  OTHER  APPARATUS.  {r'l!H*'/J  '''"''  ^aH'  ^^  ^°^\  ^T"  "'" 

the  hand  are  gra<iped  by  an  assistant ;  ano. 
There  are  few  positions  in  which  the  ther  takes  hold  of  the  lower  part  of  the 
anrgeon  can  be  placed,  that  require  of  him  arm ;  and  the  fore  arm  being  now  re- 
ft greater  share  of  acquaintance  with  the  fleeted  a  little  towards  the  humerus,  ex- 
details  of  his  profession,  than  the  treat-  tension  is  attempted.  The  sui^on,  by 
men!  of  fractures  in  general.  It  is  by  no  means  of  well-directed  pressure  on  the  an- 
means  enough  that  he  exereise  a  correct  terior  and  posterior  aspect  of  the  member, 
diagnosis,  and  employ  thore  means  which  collects  the  muscular  substance  of  the 
form  the  general  basis  of  his  management ;  flexors  and  extensors  into  the  inter-osseoiis 
be  must  further  be  familiar  with  the  rules  space,  to  which  he  thus  restores  its  natu- 
of  conduct  required  for  the  dlfierentcom-  ral  dimensions — the  iVagments  of  thera- 
piications  he  has  to  deal  with,  and  the  se.  dius  being  thus  separated  from  those  of 
vend  circumstances  connected  ^ith  each  the  ulna.  In  the  next  place,  the  fore- 
particular  lesion.  Nay,  if  he  be  really  ac-  fingers  and  metacarpal  bones  are  foiled  in 
oomplished,  he  will  not  disdain  to  stoop  a  bandage  up  to  the  wrist.  This  part  is 
to  those  minute  particulars  which  some  now  committed  to  an  assistant ;  and  the 
people  may  think  of  little  importance,  yet  graduated  compresses, previously  steeped  in 
the  neglect  of  which  may  lead  to  serious  Gon  lard's  lotiun,are  next  applied  to  the  dor- 
consequences.  Thus  the  precautions  to  be  sal  and  palmar  aspects  of  the  part,  encroach, 
taken  in  stripping  a  patient  of  his  clothes,  ing  somewhat  on  the  wrist  and  the  tuberosi- 
and  io  transferring  him  firom  one  place  to  ties  of  the  humerus.  The  two  splints  are 
«iother,w>  OS  to  avoid  cruel  sufferings,  and  applied  above  these,  the  bandage  at  the 
the  aggnivatkm  of  injuries  already  done  wrist  is  resumed  from  the  bands  of  the 
to  the  soft  parts—the  situation  in  which  assistant,  and  the  roller  is  continued 
-the  patient  should  be  placed— the  form  fVom  the  wrist  to  the  elbow.  The  an. 
and  degree  of  softness  or  hardness  proper  tero-posterior  diameter  is  thus  enlarged, 
for  his  bed  during  the  treatment — the  and  the  interosseous  space  necessary  for 
manner  in  which  tne  surgeon  should  pro-  the  movements  of  rotation,  is  thus  pre- 
ceed  to  dress  his  patient,  and  apply  the  served.  If  the  fracture  should  be  com- 
necessary  bandages — the  means  of  ascer-  plicated  with  a  wound,  Scultetus's  ban- 
taining  the  consolidation  of  the  callus—  dage,  or  some  other  on  that  principle, 
and  the  advice  to  be  given  to  the  patient  must  be  employed. 

at  this  stage  of  the  treatment, — all  these  In  fracture  of  the  radius,  I  am  in  the 

are  ^nts  whidi  experience  shews  must  habit  of  using,  in   addition  to  the  ordi- 

be  attended  to,  and  uiat  with  no  inconsi-  iiary  apparel,  a  splint,  which  f  call  the 

deimble  share  of  diligence.    In  the  obser-  cubital   splint     It   consists   of  an    iron 

vations  which  I  have  at  present  to  offer,  I  plate,  curved  at  its  lower  extremity,  and 

shall  call  your  attention,  in  the  first  place,  in  its  concavity  having  several  buttons. 

to  the  kind  of-  bandages  which  I  usually  The  upper  extremity  of  this  metallic  plate 

employ  in  fractures  of  the  extremities.  is  laid  along  the  ulnar  margin  of  the  fore- 

When  the  fracture  to  be  treated  has  its  arm ;  and  a  compress,  folded  several  times, 

seat  in  one  of  the  thoracic  extremities,  being  placed  between  the  inner  side  of  the 

and  is  not  accompanied  by  any  wound,  the  wrist  and  the  convexity  of  the  splint,  the 

roller  bandage  is  to  be  preferred.    Some  hand  is  drawn  towards  the  metal,  and 

compresses  are  placed  across  the  limb,  made  to  grasp  the  radial  margin  of  thc^ 

where  the  fractured  point  is  prominent,  first,  by  means  of  a  handle  formed  wit!)  a 

and  over  the  splints,  whether  they  be  of  compress,  which  is  placed    between  the 

metal,  pasteboard,  or  wood.    If  it  be  the  thumb  and  fore  finger,  and  the  two  ends 

humerus  which  is  fractured,  the  patient  of  which,  being  furnished  with  two  strings, 

is  seated  on  his  bed;  one,  two,  or  three  are  connected  to  the  splint  by  means  of 

compresses  are  applied,  over  which  some  one  of  the  buttons  which  are  upon  it. 

turns  of  the  banaage  are  made;    other  When    the  olecranon    is  fractured,    I 

compresses  are  then  introduced,  both  above  prefer  the  bandage  which  is  used  for  the 
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union  of  woands  tmnsrenely,  rather  than  lowcat  at  the  mait  elerftted  part;  they 

that  in  common  uae;  and  as  in  extension  must  be  merely  a  double  fold,  for  if  triple 

of  the  limb,  the  upper  fragment,  or  the  their  application  would  be  more  difficult, 

olecranon   portion,  is  the  only  part  that  mnd    they  ought   to  be  as  lon^  as  the 

has  a  tendency  to  be  wrongly  placed,  I  ifandeUHet.    If  there  be  a  wound  present, 

only  put  compresses  abofe  that  prooess.  the  compresses  ought  to  be  changed  without 

I  also  employ  the  anterior  splint ;  but  the  disturbing  the  rest  of  the  apparel.    It  is  in 

one  I  vse  is  straight.  cases  of  this  kind  that  we  can  appreciate 

Scu1tetus*s  bandage  is  the  one  I  almost  the  yalne  of  the  longitudinal  compress, 

exclusively   use  in   fractures   of  the  leg  which    may    be    withdrawn    when  foul, 

and  thigh,  where  the  roller  cannot  be  kept  Compresses  of  rarious  forms,  but  generally 

adjusted,  but  is  displaced  eveiy  moment,  square,  and  two,  three,  or  four  in  number, 

It  is  composed  of  the  following  pieces :  1,  are  next  applied  to  the  limb;  nor  is  it 

several  pads  —  2,  several  folds  of  cloth  a  practice  to  be  neglected  to  pot  on  gra- 

— 3,  the   ties — 4,  a  streamer — 5,  a  ban.  duated  compresses  along   the  kngth  oi 

dage  with  tails  C6aRc20^tief)— 6,  transverse  breadth  of  the  extremity.    If  it  be  ibm 

compresses — 7,  longitudinal  compresses—  tibia,  for  example,  which  is  fractured,  and 

8,  graduated  compresses,  for  those  cases  the  fragments  project  outwards,  the  com- 

in    which    there  is  some  prominence  of  presses  are  to  be  applied  along  the  sides  of 

bone—O,  a  perforated  piece  of  linen,  with  the  leg)  but  crossways,  if  the  upper  frag- 

cerate  on  it,  or  charpie,  or  diachylon,  in  ment  projects  in  front 

case  there  should  be  a  wound — 10,  cushions  It  is  also  in  cases  of  this  description 

stuffnl  with  bran — 11,  immediate  splints  that  we  have  need  of  the  splints  to  which 

— 12,  mediate  splints— 13,  a  body  roller—  I  have  given  thd  epithet  tmrnedmU;  for 

nnd,  14,  a  support  for  the  thigh  and  for  they  act  itnmediately  on  the  ft«gment«, 

the  fooh    Let  us  examine  each  of  these  from  which  they  are  separated  by  the  gm- 

parts  separately.  duated  compresses  alone.    These  splinta 

The  pads  or  cushions  are  for  receiving  are  made  of  pasteboard  or  light  wood,^ 

the  fractured  limb ;  and  while  they  support  some  flexible  material,— for  otherwise  |haf 

it,  they  tend  to  prevent  the  inconveniences  would  ii^ure  the  parts ;  and  we  mwi  not 

of  dischaiges,   which    would   otherwise  forget,  in  applying  them,  aln^  to  in- 

perhaps  saturate  the  mattress.    The  folds  terpose  one  or  two  gradnaliA  compreisea 

of  cloth,  frequently  doubled,  are  laid  on  between  them  and  the  fn^pacnts. 

the  cushions,  in  order  that  the  latter  may  Every  thing  being  thmm  settled  so  far^ 

not  be  defiled  with  blood  or  pus :  this  pre-  we  avail  ouraelves  «/ tke  transverse  com- 

caution  is  above  all  things  necessary  in  presses,  and  then  «f  the  banddHte$,  with 

hospitals,  where,  if  neglected,  the  foul  which  we  envcbp  the  limb,  taking  cars 

cushions  become  nests  of  infection.    Over  always  to  disHA  them  a  little  obliquely 

the  cloths  come  the  ties,  which  are  in-  forwards,  gpd  so  that  they  mav  partially 

tended  for  keeping  the  several  pieces  in  cover  eaeh  •dier.    Next  oome  the  mediate 

their  proper  position,  and  to  incorporate  splints^  between  which  and  the  member 

the  whole:  there  are  three  of  them  for  the  we  plaiea  the  bran  curious;  their  length 

1^,  and  three  for  the  thigh.    The  streamer  ought  a  little  to  exceed  that  of  the  limb; 

ought  to  be  equal  in  size  to  the  length  of  their  breadth  to  be  about  five  or  six  inches; 

the  limb,  and  folded  double ;  it  is  settled  and  thickness,  an  inch  and  a  half  or  two 

crossways  over  the  ties,  and  destined  to  imshes :  thev  ought  to  be  modelled  aeoord- 

receive  the  splints  on  the  extremities,  and  ing  to  the  shape  of  the  part,  by  diminiBh- 

to  support    them.*     Above  the  streamer  ifig  their  thickness  where  there  is  con> 

are  placed  the  bundetettesf  which  consti-  vexity  of  the  limb;  and,  on  the  other 

tute  the  eighteen  tail  bandage,  and  they  hand,  increasing  it  where  it  shonld  eor> 

are  either  united  or  separate.     If  there  be  respond  with  a  concavity, 

a  wound,  and  pus  or  blood  be  discharged,  The  apparel  .is  now  to  be  combined 

they  ought  to  be  separate}  so  that  they  into  one  piece  by  the  ties  which  are  con. 

may  be  changed  occasionaUy  when  soile<l.  nected  to  the  external  ^)llnt :  the  knots 

If  there  be  no  wound,  the  tails  need  not  should  be  very  simple,  and  placed  en  that 

be  separate — even  ten  or  twelve  of  them  side  next  the  operator.    A  stirrup  made  of 

may  be  connected  by  overlapping :  that  is  a  long  compress,  or  a  leather  sole  with 

tosay,thefintshouldbehalfcoveredby  the  strings  to  it,  and  whieh  may  be  attached 

second,  the  second  by  the  third,  and  so  on.  to  the  sides  of  the  streamer,  will  serve 

They  are  applied,    beginning   from    the  to  support  the  foot  in  a  steady  position, 

lowest,  otherwise  there  would  be  many  Lastly,  some  hoops  should  be  put  round 

wrinkles  and  inequalities,  which  ought  to  the  extremity,  so  as  to  protect  it  trom  the 

be  avoided.     The  tails   should  be  long  weight  of  the  bed-clothM.    Nor  is  this  ail. 

enough  to  go  nearly  twice  round  the  limb.  In  order  thoroughly  to  prevent  tlie  moTC 

The  transverse  compresses  are  placed  the  ment  of  the  limb^  a  cloth,  folded  like  a* 
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crarat,  !•  fiulened  to  one  tide  of  the  bed,  the  rides  of  the  condyles  of  the -femur  or 

then  passed  over  the  leg  or  Uiigh  (which-  tibia,  taktnir  care  not  to  press  on  the  ?es- 

ever  is  fractured),  and  the  other  end  tied  sels  or  popliteal  nerves ;  for  if  there  be  a 

at  the  other  side.    If  it  be  a  fVactare  of  wound,    Aie    pressure    may    occasion    a 

the  thi^h,  there  is  moreover  to  be  placed  bti^morrhage.  Afterthis,  compresses  steeped 

round  the  pelvis  a  body-roller,  encompass,  in  goulard- water,  or  some  other  resolvent, 

ing  the  haunches  and  the  nppef  extremity  are  held  by  two  of  their  angles  bv  the  o))c- 

of  the  outer  splint.    This  last  is  a  precau-  rator,  while  the  first  assistant  holds  the 

tion  of  so  much  importance,  that,  in  case  the  other  two;  they  are  then  laid  on  the 

of  fracture  at  the  upper  part  of  the  neck  of  limb  smoothly.    If  there  be  a  wound,  it  is 

the  feraor,  the  patient  cannot  get  well  either  dressed  with  diachylon,  or  a  com- 

wit]u>ut  a  curvature  of  the  bone.  press  spread  with  cerate,  and  perforated ; 

An  apparel,  arranged  in  the  manner  &nd  over  this  charpie  is  laid..   Lastly,  the 

which  we  have  now  described,  is  of  ex-  several  pieces  of  the  anparel  are  applied  in 

cceding  firmness,  and  not  liable  to  distur-  the  manner  just  now  aescribcd. 
bance,  eren  should  the  patient  be  delirious.        If  there  be  no  wouud,  we  should  pro- 

I  will  still  further  add  to  these  details,  c^ed  on  the  following  day  to  a  Tresh  dress  • 

that  the  bed  of  the  patient  ought  not  to  ing,  with  the  removal  of  the  bandages ; 

be  Tery  soft ;  it  must  be  even, — not  convex  for  it  is  not  unusual  to  find,  after  four- and - 

or  concave;    a  firm   pallet  or  mattress  twenty  hours,  that  considerable  swelling, 

of  horsehair,  (f\iniished  with  laths),  both  or   perhaps  gangrene,  has  ensued.     But 

for  the  comfort  of  the  patient,  and  to  this  being  done,  it  will  be  enough  to  visit 

secure    his     cleanliness.      Lastly,    there  the  patient  every  fifth  or  sixth  day,  unless 

should  be  neither  an  elevation  at  the  upper  he  feel  pains,  when  it  will  be  necessary  to 

part,  nor  should  the  feet  be  raised.  attend  to  him  oftener. 

Preiimhmry  arrangementx, — Having  thus         Duration    of  Treatment,  —  With    regard 

given    you    an    account   of   the    several  to    the    length    of  time   during    which 

parts  of  which  the  bandages  we  employ  the    treatment  mav  last,  in  general  the 

vonsiftt,  tod  the  mode  of  applying  them,  apparel   may    be    kept    on  for   twenty- 

I  shall  now  beg  leave  to  oJl  your  at-  eight  or  thirty  days  in  the  case  of  chil- 

tention  to  the   care  which  the   patient  dren;    forty  days  for  adults,  and    much 

Inquires   immediately  after  the  accident  longer  for  aged  people.      It  ought   not 

has  befallen  him.     If  he  be  carried  on  to    be   removed    until   we    have    ascer- 

a  litter,   yon  need   be    in  no   hurry  to  tained  that    the    consolidation    is    com- 

remove  htm   from  it:   he   ouffht    to  be  plete.    In  order  to  be  sure  of  this,  the 

stripped  on  it,  while  his  bed  is  being  operator  lays  hold  of  the  two  fragments, 

prepared  and  the  requisite    apparel  got  and  cautiously  tries  if  he  can  produce  any 

ready.    His  boots  and  stockings  ought  to  motion  between  them.  If  the  callus  yield, 

be  silt  up,  and  not  dmwn  08';  for  every  the  apparel  must  be  re-applied  immedi- 

shock   and  painfal    dragging   should   be  ately;  if  it  do  not,  the  bandages  need  not 

avoided.    The  limb    should    be    washed,  be  put  on  again,  but  they  should  be  left 

that  it  may  not  be  necessary  to  spoil  the  in  readiness  by  the  8i4e  of  the  limb  for 

bed  afterwards  with  the  process.    All  this  three  or  four  days.    At  this  period,  it  will 

being  done,  an  assistant  must  take  the  pa-  not  be  safe  to  allow  the  patient  to  walk 

ti^t  round  the  body,  another  by  the  two  immediately,  for  the  callus  may  give  way 

extremities,  while  the  operator,  or  some  to  the  weight  of  the  body  or  the  action  of 

other  careful  person  in  his  absence,  must  the  muscles:  he  must  keep  quiet  in  bed  for 

take  charge  of  the  fractured  member.    In  ten  or  twelve,  or  fifteen  days  longer.    He 

this  way  the  patient  is  carried  to  his  bed,  may  then  sit  up  in  his  bed,  or  in  an  arm- 

and  deposited  there :  his  pillow  should  chair,  with  his  foot  laid  on  a  pillow,  and 

have  little  or  no  elevation,  so  as  to  avoid  the  whole  limb  wrapped  in  a  roller  for 

slipping  downwards  in  the  bed ;  a  very  about  three  weeks.    Crutches  may  now  be 

slignt  elevation,  however,  may  be  advis-  given  him,  and  they  should    be    tipped 

able,  in  order  to  support  the  head,  and  not  with   cloth,  lest  they  should  slip  on  the 

to  Aivonr  the  occurrence  of  sanguineous  floor.    Tlie  patient  ought,  if  possible,  to  be 

congestions.  kept  in  a  chamber  on  Uie  ground  floor,  and 

When  patting  on  the  bandag<»,  the  ope-  he  should  avoid  walking  on  uneven  pave- 

rator  is  placed  at  the  outer  side  of  the  ment— smooth  sanded  walks  being  much 

fractured  limb;  an  assistant  on  the  inner  preferable. 

side  is  exciurively  charged  with  the  basi-  I  have  thought  it  thus  necessary,  gentle- 
ness of  supplying  each  piece  of  the  ap-  men,  to  dwell  at  length  on  these  minute 
parel  in  order.  Another  assistant  holds  and  apparently  trifling  details,  because 
the  foot  with  his  left  hand  in  front  and  experience  has  taught  me  how  very  im- 
over  the  instep,  and  with  his  right  hold-  portant  they  are  for  the  practitioner,  and, 
ing  the  back  part  just  above  the  heel,  at  the  same  time,  how  generally  they  are 
A  third  assistant,  at  the  knee  or  haunch,  misunderstood,  and  frequently,  also,  how 
aocording  to  the  place  of  the  fracture,  holds  improperly  they  are  practised. 
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NAPOLEON'S  HEAD. 

Dr.  AN^OMARcni  has  prepared  a  cast  of 
Napoleon's  head,  from  a  mould  taken  at 
St  Helena  a  few  hours  after  the  ex- 
emperor's  death.  It  differs  in  several 
respects,  and  very  essentially,  from  the 
aspect  of  the  ordinary  busts,  more  espe- 
cially in  being  much  less  in  size.  Artists 
and  poets  have  alike  combined  to  impress 
the  world  with  the  idea  of  the  mighty 
mind  of  the  deceased  having  had  a  case  of 
corresponding  dimensions.  Canova's  bust 
of  Napolcon-M>f  which  the  face  alone  was 
taken  from  nature — gives  a  very  exagge- 
rated notion  of  the  craniological  develop- 
ments ;  and  it  has  not  a  little  dis- 
appointed the  phrenologists .  that  these 
have  all  shrunk  to  the  ordinary  dimen- 
sions in  the  matter-of-fact  cast  made 
from  the  cranium  itself  by  Antomarchi. 
The  circumference  is  twenty  inches,  ten 
lines,  French  measure,  which  is  by  no 
means  different  from  the  heads  of  common 
men :  neiUier  is  it  remarkable  in  any  other 
respect,  unless  that  it  strikes  the  eye  as 
under  the  ordinary  size.  What,  then,  be- 
comes of  Victor  Hugo's  apostrophe — 

*'  Ce  front  prodlgleux.  ce  crane  fait  au  monle 
Du  globe  Imperlalc  •' 

We  have  no  doubt,  however,  that  the 
poetical  busts  of  Canova  and  Chaudet  will 
be  preferred  to  the  less  striking  reality; 
and  yet  we  remember  very  well  a  print 
of  General  Buonaparte,  in  which  the  head 
is  by  no  means  so  large  as  that  which 
aftenvards  wore  the  dliulem  of  the  Em- 
peror Napoleon. 

TRANSPOSITION  of  the  HEART. 

Andrew  DEMLEvjc,aged  53,  is  at  present 
attending  Dr.  Duncan,  with  chronic  bron- 
chitis and  asthma,  but  without  any  signs 
of  effusion  into  the  chest.  The  hmrt  beats 
ou  the  right  side ;  the  chief  impnlse  being 
felt  between  the  fourth  and  fifth  ribs,  im- 
mediately  below  the  nipple.  The  pulse  is 
regular,  and  of  about  equal  strength,  in 
both  arms ;  the  impulse  on  the  right  side 
of  the  chest  is  natural,  and  none  is  felt  on 
the  left  side.  He  was  for  thirteen  years  in 
the  army;  served  in  the  Peninsula  and 
Canada,  and  has  always  enjoyed  good 
health  till  lately.  He  does  not  remember 
erer  to  have  felt  puliation  on  the  left  side. 
— Liverpool  Medical  Journal. 

ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

At  the  recent  annual  election,  Mr.  White 
was  appointed  President,  and  Mr.  Andrews 
Vice-President,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

We  perceive,  by  a  late  Gazette,  that  the 
honour  of  a  baronetcy  has  been  conferred 
on  Stephen  Love  Hammick,  Esq.  sui^eon, 
of  Cavendish- Square. 


NEW  MEDICAL  WORKS. 

An  Investigation  into  the  remarkable  Me- 
dicinal Effects  resulting  from  the  Exter- 
nal Application  of  Veratria.  By  Alex. 
Tambull.  2d  edit  with  an  Appendix, 
on  the  External  Application  of  Dcl- 
phlnia,  and  on  the  Internal  Administra- 
tion of  the  Salts  of  Veratria  and  Del 
phinia.    8vo.  5s.  bds. 

IN  THE  PRESS. 

The  Dublin  Practice  of  Midwifery.    By 
Henry  Maunsell,  M.D.    1  voL  12mo. 

» 

WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  of  BURIALS, 
From  Bills  of  Mortalitt,  July  15, 1834. 


Absceoa         .       .  4 

Age  nnd  Debility  .  20 

Apoplexy      .       .  9 

Aathma         •        .  4 

Cancer          •        .  1 

ChlHbirth     .        .  5 

Cholera         .  1 

Consumption  .  63 
Constipation  ot  the 

Bowels      .        •  1 

Convulsions         .  8ft 

Croup  ...  4 
Dentition  or  Teetlilngl  1 

Diarrhoea               •  1 

Dropsy          ,        .  13 

Dropsy  on  the  Brain  7 

Erysipelas    .        .  2 

Fever  ...  14 
Fever,  Intermittent, 

or  Ague  8 

Fever,  Scarlet     .  6 

Gout     ...  1 


Hsemorrhafe 
Heart,  diseased   . 
Hernia .       .       ■ 
Hooplng-Cough   . 
Inflammation        • 

Bowels  &  Stomach 

Brain  . 

Lungs  and  Plcnra 
Insanity 
Jaundice       • 
Llrer.  diseased     • 
Measles  . 

Mortlftcatlon 
Paralysis       •        • 
Rheum  ati«m         • 
8malI-Pox    . 
Spasms         •        • 
Stone  and  Gravel 
Thrush 
Venereal       .       • 


Stillborn 
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I 
I 

la 

26 
9 

4 

^ 

8 
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4 
7 
« 
3 
I 
4 
2 
1 

I 

25 


Increase  of  Burials,  as  compared  with  > 
the  preceding  week       .       •       .  } 
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jM(y,  1884. 

Tliorsday.  3 
Friday  .  .  4 
Saturday  .  6 
Sunday  .  .  6 
Monday.  .  7 
Tuesday.  .  8 
Wednesdsy  9 


THKaMOMK-raa. 

from  53  tc 

i7» 

M 

81 

51 

82 

4» 

70 

61 

78 

64 

74 

49 

69 

Baromktbr. 

80  00  to  30  02 
29  99       Stat. 


29!7 
29  21 
29  89 
29-89 
8001 


29  9.5 
29  92 
29*87 
29  96 
80  08 


Wind  variable,  8.W.  preraUlntf. 

Except  the  4th,  generally  cloody,  nJn  at  tii 
thunder  frequent   during  the  6th*   with  heavy 
sfaoivers. 

Rtthn  fallen,  *676  of  an  Inch. 


Thnrsday .  10 

from  61  to  78 

29  98  to  29-98 

Friday.  ..11 

56 

79 

29-91 

29  09 

Saturday  .  12 

57 

81 

29-98 

29*90 

Sunday  .  •  18 

60 

72 

29-66 

29  88 

Monday .  .  14 

63 

76 

29-90 

29  97 

Tuesday   .  15 

60 

81 

8005 

80  16 

Wednesday  16 

68 

86 

80  18 

Stat. 

Prevailing  wind,  S.W. 

The  12th  and  18th  cloody ;  a  few  drops  of  rsitt 
in  the  eTculog  of  the  13th  ;  otherwise  gcuerall  j 
clear. 

Erratum.— Appended  to  the  Birmino> 
HAM  Protest,  at  p.  480,  the  name  of 
Dr.  Male  is  erroneously  printed  Hals. 

W.  WiLSOK,  Printer,  67,  Skloner-Street,  Londotu 
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L  E  c  TU  R  E  s  vou  are  aware  is  not  perpendicular  to  the 

ON  THK  norizon  when  the  woman  is  in  the  upright 

posture,  but  placed  so  that  the  fundus  is 

THEORY  AND  PRACTICE   OF  thrown   somewhat   forward,  and   the  6» 

MIDWIFERY-  vitdTi  back,  looking  towards  the  centre  of 

'  the  sacral  cavity.     Fourthly,  whep  the  left 

DeHvered  at  the  Ijmdon  Hogpital,  hand  is  in  the  uterus,  an  opportunity  is 

By  Francis  H.  Ramsbotham,  M.D.  afforded  of  steadying  the  uterine    tumor 

externally  by  the  nght,  earned  between  the 

—  woman's  thighs,  and  placed  on  the  abdo. 

Lecture  XLII.  men.    The  consent  between  the  two  hands 

affords  an  infinitely  greater  facility  in  ac- 

PRETERNATURAL  LABOUR.  tion  than  could  be  attained  by  the  aid  of  any. 

SHOULDER  PRESENTATIONS.  wisjanf.     An  act  of  volition  is  all  that  is 

required,  in  order  to  a  co-operation  of  the 

Turning. '-^yVe  have  made  ourselves  ac-  two  hands :   the  mind  begets  the  thought^ 

quainted  with  the  histoiy  of  transverse  afad  at  the  same  moment  the  limb  per- 

presentations  j   we  have  learned  how  they  forms  the  deed  required ;  but  if  we  have  ta 

would  terminate  if  left  solely  and  entirely  give  directions  to  a  party  standing  by, 

to  nature ;  we  have  laid  it  down  as  a  prin-  time  is  lost,  the  progress  of  our  proceed* 

ciple  that  the  interference  of  art  is  neces-  ings  is  interrupted,  and  the  probability  is 

sary;  and  we  have  also  ascertained  the  that  our  orders  will  be  obeyed  in  an  im- 

most  favourable  time  for  the  performance  perfect  and  faulty  manner.    If  you  take 

of  tlie  o|>etation  of  turning.  the  position  that  I  recommend,  and  at- 

Advantaga  in  emphjting  the  l^  hand  in  tempt  to  pass  ihe  right  hand  into   the 

ittrmii^.— -I  have   recommended  that  the  uterus,  you  find  the  knuckles  opposed  to 

operation  should  be  performed  with  the  the  under  surfkce  of  the  symphysis  pubis, 

left  hand  in  preference  to  the  right;  and  the  tips  of  the  fingers  rub  against  the 

this  recommendation  is  gronnded  upon,  cavity  of  the  sacrum,  and  the  wrist  nlkust 

what  I  consider,  four  very  valid  reasons,  be  bent  far  backwards,  before  the  luind  can 

Fbrtt,  when  the  tips  of  Uie  fingers  are  enter  the  uterine  cavity.  To  introduce  the 

bftmgfat  nearly  together,  so  that  the  whole  right  hand  fully  into  tnat  cavity,  We  must 

organ  resembles  a  cone,  or  forms  some-  place  ourselves  behind  the  patient,  wliidr 

what  of  a  wedge,   the  woman  lying  on  is  an  awkward  posture,  ana  not  always  to 

her  left  side,  the  left  hand  enters  the  va-  be  accomplished.    Many  practitioners  who 

gina  more  easily  than  the  right,  passing  have  observed  me  use  my  left  hand  in  pre- 

upwaids,  in  the  direction  of  the  axis  of  the  ference  to  my  right,  have  remarked  that 

external  parts.    Secondly,  when  it  is  lodged  they  could  liot  p^orm  any  operation  with 

within  the  vagina,  Ailly  occupying  the  the  left,  having  such  little  command  over 

pelris,  the  knuckles  of  the  left  hand  adapt  it  in  all  acts  requiring  nicety  of  manipn- 

themselves  completely  to  the  cavity  of  the  lation.      You  must  oe  aware  that  this 

sacmm,  and  the  hand  itself  is  carried  up  command  over  the  two  hands  is  almost  en- 

to  the  brim,  in  the  direction  of  the  axis  of  tirely  the  effect  of  habit ;  and  I  would* 

the  brim,  following  the  curve  of  the  cflnal;  recommend  you  in  all  minute  operations, 

ThMty,  when  it  is  passing  tlie  brim,  while  both    of  surgery  and  inidwifeiy,  to  ac- 

dilating  the    mouth  of  the  uterus,  and  custom  yourselves  to  use  each  indiscri. 

entering  its  cavity,  it  then  again  takes  the  roinately.    For  myself,  I  confess  that  I  am 

(Urection  of  the  axis  of  the  uterus,  which  more  dexterous  with  my  left  hand— to  use 
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an  anachronism — than  with  my  right,  in  all  attempted  to  -pass  the  hand  during  its  con- 

the  operations  connected  with  midwifery,  tracted  state ;  and  that  therefore  we  ought 

though  not  in  the  ordinary  affairs  of  life:  to  stay  our  endeavours  until  we  have  ob- 

and  this  superiority  is  entirely  produced  tained  that  truce  which  is  so  desirable,  and, 

by  custom.    I  became,  from  early  instruc-  indeed,  necessary:— and  the  instmctions  of 

tion,  prejudiced  in  favour  of  using  the  left ;  each  party  are  perhaps  applicable  to  cer- 

my  own  reasoning  on  the  subject  has  con-  tain  peculiar  cases,  and  therefore  occa- 

firmed  that  prejudice ;  and  habit  has  now  sionally  to  be  followed.     But  I  am  myself 

rendered  my  left  hand  more  useful  to  me  an    adfvocate    for   the    operation    being 

than  the  right  performed  as  early  as  is  compatible  with 

So  far  with  regard  to  the  operation  of  the  woman's  safety;  and  I  have  almost  in. 

turning  previously  to  the  rupture  of  the  variably  found  that  if  due  caution  be  ob- 

membranes.    If  the  external  parts  be  re.  served,  it  can  be  accomplished  without  the 

laxed — if  tiie  vagina  be  distensible— if  the  necessity  of  placixig   the  patient  nnder 

OS  uteri  be  pretty  well  open— it  is  an  ope.  that  severe  and  rigid  system  of  treatment 

ration  of  comparatively  little  difficulty ;  deemed  requisite  by  some, 

but  the  case  is  widely  different  when  tne  The  advocates  for  the  system  of  delay  in 

liquor   amnii  has  drained  off,  and    the  those   cases   where    the   foetal    bodjjr   is 

uterus  is  closely  contracted  round  the  body  strongly  compressed  by   the  nowernillT. 

of  the  child.  contracted  uterus  (and  I  particularly  alluae 

iVimtf^,  when  ths  uUrut  it  coniraeted  around  to  one  very  eminent  obstetrical  authority 

the  child. — We  will  next  give  our  attention  in  diis  town),  instruct  us  to  abstract  twenty 

to  the  operation  of  turning  under  a  con-  or  thirty  ounces  of  blood,  so  as  to  occasion 

tracted  uterus.    It  will  not  nappen  to  any  syncope  ;   and  to  take  advantage  of  the 

of  you,  I  hope,  to  meet  with  a  very  aggia.  state  of  relaxation  thus  induced  for  the 

vated  case  of  this  kind  in  your  own  prac  fulfilment  of  our  intention.    If,  notwith. 

tice ;   because  I  trust  you  will  be  able  to  standing  the  supervention  of  faintness^  we 

discriminate  the  position  of  the  child  pre.  cannot  succeed  in  introducing  the  hand,  to 

viouflly  to  the  rupture  of  the  membranes;  employ  that  agent  which  is  supposed  to 

and  that  you  will  seize  for  the  perform-  rank  second  in  effect  in  relaxing  uterine 

ance  of  the  operation  the  favourable  on-  contractions,  softening   rigid   fibre,   and 

portunity  which  I  have  already  sufficiently  overcoming  clonic  spasm— opium :  we  are 

dwelt  on.    But  it  is  not  improbable,  espe.  taught   to   exhibit  80  or    100  drops  of 

daily  in  the  country,  that  you  may  be  laudanum  immediately ;  and,  waiting  fif- 

called  to  the  assistance  of  a  midwife— or,  teen  or  twenty  minutes  for  the  operation 

it  may  be,  a  brother  practitioner— who,  of  the  drug,  to  make  another  attempt.    If, 

biassed  by  the  feelings  almost  universally  after  the  lapse  of  this  time,  we  are  still 

prevalent  till  within  the  last  two  or  three  unable  to  insert  the  hand,  we  are  reoom. 

years,  and  excusing  his  ignorance,  perhaps,  mended  to  exhibit  twenty  or  thirty  drops 

on     the    too-oflen    repeated   quotation,  more  every  quarter  of  annonr,  till  we  find 

**  Thank  God,  I  know  nothing  of  mid-  that  relaxation  has  taken  place.    The  use 

wifery"-— has  considered  this  subject  of  of  poppy  fomentations  to  the  vulva  is 

secondary  importance  in  his  studies,  and  advised ;  and  it  is  also  suggested,  that  in 

has  failed  to  make   himself  acquainted  hospital  cases  we  might  try  Uie  relaxing 

even  with  its  elementary  principles.    Un-  power  of  the  warm  bath.    The  tobacco 

der  these  circumstances,  the  membranes  enema  is  spoken  of  as  being  one  of  t^ 

having   been   ruptured  some  hours,  the  most  likely  means  to  produce  relaxation  i 

child's  body  being  strongly  embraced  by  although  dreaded  as  a  highly  dangerous 

the  uterine  parietes,    the  question  natn-  remedy.     Fuling,  hovrever  to  effect  our 

rally  arises  whether  we  shall  leave  the  case,  object  by  these  various  means,  it  is  then 

in  the  hope  and  expectation  that  tponta-  recommended  that  we  should  wait  till  the 

neout  evolution  will  take  place,  or  rather  uteras  is  worn  out  by  its  own  powered 

that  the  child  will  pass  double;  or  whether  contractions,   and   that  we  should  ti^e 

we  shall  attempt  to  relieve  the  unfortunate  advantage  of  the    quietude  induced  by 

situation  of  the  foetus,  under  which  we  be-  exhaustion. 

lieve  nature  to  be  incompetent  to  perfect  Notwithstanding   the   high  names  by 

her  object    As  it  would  be  unsafe  to  trust  which  these  means  come  recommended  to 

the  deliveiy  to  nature,  we  must  accomplish  our  notice,  fW>m  most  of  them  I  entirely 

it  artifidaU^;  and  we  may  either  proceed  to  dissent,  and  think  it  my  duty  strcfngly  to 

its  completion  immediately,  or  prepare  the  deprecate  their  use ;  because  it  is  not  so 

patient  previously,  by  attempting  to  lessen  much  the  immediate  delivery  of  the  pa* 

the  powerful  action  of  the  uterus.    On  tient  that  we  have  in  view,  as  her  nlti- 

this  question  the  opinion  of  practical  men  mate  safety.    If,  then,  by  such  means  as 

is  divided— some  advising  us  not  to  delay  bleeding,    opium,  tobacco,  or  any  other 

a  minute,  others  dedaring  that  we  shoulil  depressing  or   narcotic   agent,  we  bring 

run  the  risk  of  injuring  uie  uterus  if  we  the  system  into  such   a   torpid  state  as 
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entiielj  to  remove  uterine   oontraetiony  caaee  presented  a  formidable  appoanuice ; 

we  deprive  the  woman  of  that  very  power  for  in  one,  the  memhranes  haa  been  rup. 

which  ii  to  place  her  in  safety  after  her  tared  a  whole  week;  in  another,  sixty-nine 

delivery;  and  we  prevent  the  closure  of  hoars;  in  a  third,  fifty-eight  honrs;   in 

the  nterine  vessels,  a  patulous   state  of  another,  fifty-five;  in  another,  fiilv- three; 

which  mast  lead  to  fearful  haemorrhage,  and  in  manv,  more  than  forty-eight;  and 

I  contend  that  if  we  deliver  the  patient  as  a  general  principle,  we  presume  that 

either  while  under  syncope  from  bleeding,  the  longer  the  liquor  amnii  has  been  eva- 

or  stupefaction  from  opium  or  tobacco,  we  cuated,  the  more  likely  is  the  uterus  to 

should  be  emptying  the  uterus  at  a  time  have  embraced  the  foBtal  body  firmly,  and 

when  it  could  not  exert  its  contractile  ener>  the  more  difficulty  will  there  be  in  over- 

gies;  we  should  consequently  leave  it  in  a  coming  the  resistance.    In  none  of  these 

flaccid  state,  and  bring  the  patient  into  the  cases  did  I  exhibit  laige  doses  of  opiauK, 

greatest  periL  Besidco,  I  very  much  doubt  and  in  those  few  where   bleeding   was 

the  power  of  these  means  in  ensuring  the  practised,  that  operation  was  had  recourse 

end  proposed;  for  it  is  not  only  the  occa-  to,  not  for  the  purpose  of  relaxing  the  ri- 

donal  action  of  the  uterus  which  prevents  gidity  of  the  uterine  fibres,  but  to  relieve 

the  introdaction  of  the  hand,  but  the  per-  the  inflammation  which  the  soft  structures 

manent  contraction  of  its  fibres,  which  is  in-  were  suffering,  and  to  remove  tension.    In 

dnced  by,  and  consequent  upon,  that  occa-  not  one  of  these  instances  was  any  injury 

sional  action.    When  the  difficulty  merely  inflicted  on  the  uterine  structure;  nor  did 

arises  from  the  violence  of  the  labour  pains,  any  permanent  evil  ^se  as  a  consequenee 

we  may  gradually  insinuate    the  hand  of  the  operation.    In  foar  cases  onlV  was 

during  the  interval  of  action ;  but  when  the  uterus  so  powerfully  contracted  as  to 

a  permanent  decrease  in  the  capacity  of  refuse  admittance  to  the  hand,  and  com- 

the  uterine  cavity  has  taken  place,  through  pel  me  to  adopt  the  alternative  of  exvisce- 

a  continuance  of  that  occasional  or  inter-  rating  or  decapitating  the  foetus, 

mittin^  action  consUtuting  the  throes  of  Feeling,  then,  so  strongly  on  this  sub- 

partontion,  a  state  of  tonic  contraction  is  ject,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  advise  you,  in 

induced,  which  is  constant  and  unyielding,  all  cases  where  the  membranes  have  fa«en 

and  which  it  would  be  firuitless  to  endea-  broken  for  some  time,  to  proceed  at  once 

vour  to  remove  either  by  bleeding,  opiates,  to  the  delivery,  provided  the  vasina  and 

or  any  other  antispasmodic  power.   Of  all  vulva  be  relaxed,  and  not  swollen  from 

the  means  spoken  of,  bleeding  and  fomen-  inflammation,  and  provided  the  os  uteri 

tatlon  are  perhaps  the  only  ones  which  I  also  be  fullv  open :  and  if  your  endea- 

would  be  inclinea  to  employ;  and  that  not  vours,  judidously  directed  and  steadily 

with  the  view  of  taking  off  uterine  con-  persevered  in,  be  frustrated,  to  pause,  and 

traction,  but  of  subduing  inflammation  of  consider   carefully    and     dispassionately 

the  structnies  consequent    on   pressure,  every  circumstance  connected   with    the 

Bleeding  and  fomentations  can  only,  I  case;  that  you  may  inform  yourselves  of 

conceive,  be  requisite  where  violence  has  the  particular  cause  of  the  extraordinaxy 

been  used  1^  a  previous  attendant;  for  I  difficulty  you  experience.    I  would  only 

tfuet  that,  in  your  hands,  no  woman  in  again  urgently  caution  you  against  using 

labour  will  ever  be  exposed  to  such  rude  undue  exertion — against  endeavouring  to 

treatment  as  would  originate  inflammatory  overcome  the  resistance  by  force  or  sudden 

disease.  jerks,  rather  than    by   a  continuance  of 

Should,  then,  this  reasoning  be  correct,  gentle  means— and  against  forming  a  re- 

and  should  the  means  so  confidently  re-  solution  to  ^  deliver'*  at  all  hazards;  and 

commended  prove  of  little  or  no  avail,  I  am  persuaded,  if  the  recommendations 

they  must  be'  injurious  in  the  same  pro-  immediately  to  be  submitted  to  you  be  fol- 

poition  as  they  depress  the  system,  and  lowed,  yon  will  be  able  to  effect  the  requi- 

It  would  be  unwise  to  rely  upon,  or  in-  site  diange  in  the  position  of  the  foetus, 

deed  to  adopt  them ;  especiidly  as  other  and  avert  the  necessity  of  having  reooune 

modes  of  deliveiy  are  placed  within  our  to  the  means  already  brought  before  your 

reach,— when  judiciously -directed  efforts  at  notice— provided,  indeed,  ''turning*'  can 

turning  fkil,— without  subjecting  the  pa-  be  accomplished  at  alL 

tient  to  such  additional  causes  of  danger.  Modt  rf  performing  thi  cperatum.  —  Al- 

The  observations  I  have  just  ventured  though,   when  speaking  of  turning  the 

to  lay  before  you  are  not  founded  on  spe-  child  while  the  uterus  was  still  distended 

culative  reasoning,  but  are  the  result  of  with  the  waters  of  the  ovum,  I  stated  it  as 

somewhat  extended  practice.    During  the  my  opinion  that  it  was  not  absolutely  ne- 

last  eleven  years,  ]  have  delivered  more  cessarv  to   acijuaint  ourselves  positively 

than  120  women  under  transverse  presen-  with  the  peculiar  position  of  the  foetus — 

tations,  independently  of  a  few  cases  to  both  because  when  the  hand  is  introduced 

which  T  have  been  summoned  where  spon-  into  the  uterine  cavity  it  can  be  carried 

taneons  evolution  occurred.  Many  of  these  easily  along  the  body  .of  the  child  until 
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an  anachronism — than  with  my  right,  in  all  attempted  to  -pass  the  hand  during  its  con. 

the  operations  connected  with  midT^ifery,  tracted  state  $  and  that  therefore  we  ought 

though  not  in  the  ordinary  affairs  of  life ;  to  stay  our  endeavours  until  we  have  ob* 

and  this  superiority  is  entirely  produced  tained  that  truce  which  is  so  desirable,  and, 

by  custom.     I  became,  from  early  instruc-  indeed,  necessary :  —and  the  instructions  of 

tion,  prejudiced  in  favour  of  using  the  left ;  each  party  are  perhaps  applicable  to  cer- 

my  own  reasoning  on  the  subject  has  con-  tain  peculiar  cases,  and  therefore  ooca> 

firmed  that  prejudice ;  and  habit  has  now  sionallv  to  be  followed.     But  I  am  myself 

rendered  my  left  hand  more  useful  to  me  an    advocate    for   the    operation    lieinff 

than  the  right.  performed  as  early  as  is  compatible  with 

So  far  with  regard  to  the  operation  of  the  woman's  safety;  and  I  have  almost  in. 

turning  previously  to  the  rupture  of  the  variably  found  that  if  due  caution  be  ob- 

membranes.    K  the  external  parts  be  re.  served,  it  can  be  accomplished  without  the 

laxed — if  the  vagina  be  distensible — ^if  the  necessity  of  placing   the  patient  under 

OS  uteri  be  pretty  well  open — it  is  an  ope.  that  severe  and  rigid  system  of  treatment 

ration  of  comparatively  little  difficulty ;  deemed  requisite  by  some, 

but  the  case  is  widely  different  when  tae  The  advocates  for  the  system  of  delay  in 

liquor   amnii  has  drained  off,  and    the  those    cases    where    the    festal    bodv    is 

uterus  is  closely  contracted  round  the  body  strongly  compressed  by   the  powerntllr- 

of  the  child.  contracted  uterus  (and  I  particularly  allude 

Tumingf  when  thtuurus  it  contracted  around  to  one  very  eminent  obstetrical  authority 

the  etdld. — We  will  next  give  our  attention  in  this  town),  instruct  us  to  abstract  twenty 

to  the  operation  of  tuminff  under  a  con-  or  thirty  ounces  of  blood,  so  as  to  occasion 

tracted  uterus.    It  will  not  happen  to  any  syncope;   and  to  take  advantage  of  the 

of  you,  I  hope,  to  meet  with  a  very  aggra-  state  of  relaxation  thus  induced  for  the 

vated  case  of  this  kind  in  your  own  prac-  fulfilment  of  our  intention.    If,  notwith. 

tice ;   because  I  trust  yon  will  be  able  to  standing  the  supervention  of  faintness>  we 

discriminate  the  position  of  the  child  pre-  cannot  succeed  in  introducing  the  hand,  to 

viously  to  the  rupture  of  the  membranes;  employ  that  agent  which  is  supposed  to 

and  that  you  will  seize  for  the  perform,  rank  second  in  effect  in  relaxing  uterine 

ance  of  the  operation  the  favourable  op.  contractions,   softening   rigid   fiore,   and 

portunity  which  I  have  already  sufficiently  overcoming  clonic  spasm — opium :  we  are 

dwelt  on.    But  it  is  not  improbable,  espe-  taught   to   exhibit  80  or    100  drops  of 

cially  in  the  country,  that  you  may  be  laudanum  immediately ;  and,  waiting  fif. 

called  to  the  assistance  of  a  midwife— or,  teen  or  twenty  minutes  for  the  operation 

it  may  be,  a  brother  practitioner— who,  of  the  drug,  to  make  another  attempt    If. 

biassed  by  the  feelings  almost  universally  after  the  lapse  of  this  time,  we  are  still 

prevalent  till  within  the  last  two  or  three  unable  to  insert  the  hand,  we  are  reoom. 

years,  and  excusing  his  ignorance,  perhaps,  mended  to  exhibit  twenty  or  thirty  dmpa 

on    the    too-oflen     repeated   quotation,  more  every  quarter  of  an  nour,  till  we  find 

**  Thank  God,  I  know  nothing  of  mid-  that  relaxation  has  taken  place.    The  use 

wifery" — ^has  considered  this  subject  of  of  poppy  fomentations  to  the  vulva  is 

secondary  importance  in  his  studies,  and  advised ;  and  it  is  also  suggested,  that  in 

has  failed  to  make   himself  acquainted  hospital  cases  we  might  try  the  relaxing 

even  with  its  elementary  principles.    Un-  power  of  the  warm  bath.    The  tobaopo 

der  these  circumstances,  the  membranes  enema  is  spoken  of  as  being  one  of  tne 

having   been   ruptured  some  hours,  the  most  likely  means  to  produce  relaxation  j 

child's  body  being  strongly  embraced  by  although  dreaded  as  a  highly  dangerous 

the  uterine  parietes,   the  question  natu.  remedy.     Failing,  however  to  effect  our 

rally  arises  whether  we  shall  leave  the  case,  object  by  these  various  means,  it  is  then 

in  the  hope  and  expectation  that  xponta*  recommended  that  we  should  wait  till  the 

neout  evolution  will  take  place,  or  rather  uteras  is  worn  out  by  its  own  powerfbl 

that  the  child  will  pass  double;  or  whether  contractions,   and   that  we  should  ti^e 

we  shall  attempt  to  relieve  the  unfortunate  advantage   of  the    quietude  induced  by 

situation  of  the  fcetus,  under  which  we  be.  exhaustion. 

lieve  nature  to  be  incompetent  to  perfect  Notwithstanding   the   high   names  by 

her  object.    As  it  would  oe  unsafe  to  trust  which  these  means  come  recommended  to 

the  delivery  to  nature,  we  must  accomplish  our  notice,  fW>m  most  of  them  I  entirely 

it  artifidau^;  and  we  may  either  proceed  to  dissent,  and  think  it  my  duty  strongly  to 

its  completion  immediately,  or  prepare  the  deprecate  their  use;  because  it  is  not  so 

patient  previously,  by  attempting  to  lessen  much  the  immediate  deliveiy  of  the  pa- 

the  powerful  action  of  the  uterus.    On  tient  that  we  have  in  view,  as  her  ulti- 

this  question  the  opinion  of  practical  men  mate  safety.    If,  then,  by  such  means  as 

is  divided— some  advising  us  not  to  delay  bleeding,   opium,  tobacco,  or  any  other 

a  minute^  others  declaring  that  we  should  depressing  or    narcotic    i^nt,  we  bring 

run  the  risk  of  injuring  uie  uterus  if  we  the  system  into  sueh   a   torpid  state  as 
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entlielj  to   remoTe  uterine  oontractioiiy  casee  presented  a  formidable  appearance ; 

we  depriTe  the  woman  of  that  rery  power  for  in  one,  the  membranes  haa  oeen  nip. 

wliioh  is  to  place  her  in  safety  after  her  tared  a  whole  week;  in  another,  sixty-nine 

delivery;  and  we  prerent  the  dosnre  of  hoars;  in  a  third,  fifty -eight  hours;   in 

the  uterine  Tcssels,  a  patulous   state  of  another,  fifty-five;  in  another,  fifty- three; 

which  most  lead  to  fearful  hsemorrhage.  and  in  many,  more  than  forly>eight;  and 

I  contend  that  if  we  deliyer  the  patient  as  a  general  principle,  we  presume  that 

either  while  under  sj^icope  from  bleeding,  the  longer  the  liquor  amnii  nas  been  eva- 

or  stupefaction  from  opium  or  tobacco,  we  cuated,  the  more  likely  is  the  uterus  to 

should  be  emptying  the  uterus  at  a  time  ha?e  embraced  the  fcBtal  body  firmly,  and 

when  it  could  not  exert  its  contractile  ener*  the  more  difficulty  will  there  be  in  over- 

gies ;  we  should  consequently  leave  it  in  a  coming  the  resistance.    In  none  of  these 

aedd  state,  and  bring  the  patient  into  the  cases  md  I  exhibit  laige  doses  of  opium, 

greatest  perU.  Besidei,  I  very  much  doubt  and  in  those  few  where   bleeding   was 

the  power  of  these  means  in  ensuring  the  practised,  that  operation  was  had  recourse 

end  proposed;  for  it  is  not  only  the  occa-  to,  not  for  the  purpose  of  relaxing  the  ri- 

aional  action  of  the  uterus  which  prevents  gidity  of  the  uterine  fibres,  but  to  relieve 

the  intvodaction  of  the  hand,  but  the  per-  the  inflammation  which  the  soft  structures 

manent  contraction  of  its  fitnres,  which  is  in-  were  suflTering,  and  to  remove  tension.    In 

duced  by,  and  consequent  upon,  that  occa-  not  one  of  these  instances  was  any  injury 

aional  action.    When  the  difficulty  merely  inflicted  on  the  uterine  structure;  nor  did 

arises  from  the  violence  of  the  labour  pains,  any  permanent  evil  arise  as  a  consequence 

we  may  gradually  insinuate    the   hand  of  the  operation.    In  four  cases  only  was 

during  the  interval  of  action ;  but  when  the  uterus  so  powerfuUy  contractea  as  to 

A  permanent  decrease  in  the  capacity  of  refbse  admittance  to  the  hand,  and  com- 

the  uterine  cayity  has  taken  place,  through  pel  me  to  adopt  the  alternative  of  exviscc- 

A  continuance  of  that  occasional  or  inter-  rating  or  decapitating  the  foBtos. 

mitting  action  constituting  the  throes  of  Feeling,  then,  so  strongly  on  this  sub- 

parturition,  a  state  of  tonic  contraction  is  ject,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  advise  you,  in 

induced,  whidi  is  constant  and  unyielding,  all  cases  where  the  membranes  have  been 

and  whidi  it  would  be  fruitless  to  endn-  teoken  for  some  time,  to  proceed  at  once 

your  to  remove  dther  by  bleeding,  opiates,  to  the  delivery,  provided  the  vagina  and 

or  any  other  antispasmodic  power.   Of  all  vulva  be  relaxea,  and  not  swollen  from 

the  means  spoken  of,  bleeding  and  fomen-  inflammation,  and  provided  the  os  uteri 

tation  are  perhaps  the  only  ones  which  I  also  be  full^  open :  and  if  your  endea. 

would  be  indinea  to  employ;  and  that  not  vours,  judiciously  directed  and  steadily 

with  the  view  of  taking  off  uterine  con-  persevered  in,  be  frustrated,  to  pause,  and 

traction,  but  of  subduing  inflammation  of  consider   carefully    and     dispassionately 

the  structures  consequent    on   pressure,  every  drcumstance  connected    with    the 

Bleeding  and  fomentations  can  only,   I  case;  that  you  may  inform  yourselves  of 

conceive,  be  requisite  where  violence  has  the  particular  cause  of  the  extraordinary 

been  used  by  a  previous  attendant;  for  I  difficulty  you  experience.    I  would  only 

tfust  that,  in  your  hands,  no  woman  in  again  urgently  caution  you  against  using 

labour  will  ever  be  exposed  to  such  rude  undue  exertion — against  endeavouring  to 

treatment  as  would  originate  inflaounatoiy  overcome  the  resistance  by  force  or  sudden 

disoMC.  jcrks^  rather  than    by   a  continuance  of 

Should,  then,  this  reasoning  be  correct,  genUe  means— and  against  forming  a  re- 

and  should  the  means  so  confidenUy  re-  solution  to  <'  deliver"  at  all  hazards;  and 

commended  prove  of  littie  or  no  avail,  I  am'  persuaded,  if  the  recommendations 

they  must  be'  injurious  in  the  same  pro-  immediately  to  be  submitted  to  yon  be  fol- 

portion  as  they  depress  the  system,  and  lowed,  you  will  be  able  to  effect  the  requi- 

it  would  be  unwise  to  rely  upon,  or  in-  site  diange  in  the  position  of  the  foetus, 

deed  to  adopt  them ;  especially  as  other  and  avert  the  necessity  of  having  recourse 

modes  of  deuveiT  are  placed  within  our  to  the  means  already  brought  before  your 

readi,-~whenjudidously.directed  efforts  at  notice— provided,  indeed,  "turning"  can 

taming  fiiil, — without  subjecting  the  pa-  be  accomplished  at  alL 

tient  to  such  additional  causes  of  danger.  Mode  rf  petfirming  the  cneration.  —  Al- 

The  observations  I  have  just  ventured  though,   when  spewing  of  turning  the 

to  lay  before  you  are  not  founded  on  spe-  child  while  the  uterus  was  still  distended 

cnlative  reasoning,  but  are  the  result  of  with  the  waters  of  the  ovum,  I  stated  it  as 

somewhat  extended  practice.    During  the  my  opinion  that  it  was  not  absolutely  ne- 

last  eleven  years,  {  have  delivered  more  cessarv  to   acauaint  ourselves  positively 

than  120  women  under  transverse  presen-  with  the  peculiar  podtion  of  the  foetus — 

tations,  independentiy  of  a  few  cases  to  both  because  when  die  hand  is  introduced 

which  I  have  been  summoned  where  spon-  into  the  uterine  cavity  it  can  be  carried 

taneons  evolution  occurred.  Many  of  these  easily  along  the  body  .of  the  child  until 
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one  or  both  feet  be  f^lt,  and  because  of  in  the  vagina.    If  we  have  any  doubt  as 

the  difficulty  of  detecting  the  exact  mode  to   whether  the  presenting  limb  be  the 

in  which  it  lies  preTiously  to  the  rupture  right  or  the  left  arm,  by  all  means  let  ns 

of  the  membranes^ the  case  is  very  dif-  gently  bring  it  fully  down, 

ferent  when  the  uterus  is  strongly  con-  Some  practitioners  advise  us,   that  if 

tracted,  and  it  then  behoves  us  to  ascer-  the  palm  be  looking  towards  the  mons 

tain  most  distinctly  its  situation  before  we  reneris — inasmuch  as  the  feet  must  then 

attempt  to  remedy  it :  and  this  informa-  be  placed  anteriorly  in  the  uterus — the 

tion  it  is  not  difiicult  to  gain,  by  observ-  right  hand  will  be  more  conveniently  used 

ing  which  hand  protrudes,  and  attending  than  the  left;  becaase  that  hand,  travers- 

to  the  direction  of  the  palm.    We  know  ing  the  forepart  of  the  uterine  cavity^ 

the  right  hand  by  the  thumb  being  op-  passes  up  at  once  to  the  very  spot  where 

posed  to  our  own  when  we  place  the  palms  the  feet  lie.    If  the  right  hand,  indeed, 

together ;  and  we  know  that  the  palm  of  adapted  itself  as  well  to  the  axis  of  the 

the  child's  hand  must  be  looking  in  the  external  parts,  to  the  curve  of  the  sacrum, 

same  directien  as  the  abdomen,  unless  the  and  to  the  axis  of  the  uterus,  as  the  left 

arm  be  twisted.    Thus,  then,  if  the  right  does,  it  would,  no  doubt,  be  much  prefera- 

hand  bo  external,  with  the  palm  directed  ble:  but  as  this  is  not  the  case,  and  as,  by 

anteriorly,  the  head  must  be  lying  on  the  simply  directing  the  left  forwards,  through 

right  ilium,  and  the  face  must  be  looking  rotation  of  the  wrist,  upon  its  admission 

forwards:  if  the  right  hand  be  down, with  within  the  cavity,  we  can,  without  much 

the  palm  towards  the  anus,  the  bead  must  di^culty,  reach  the  feet,  I  am,  even  in  this 

be  placed  on  the  left  ilium,  and  the  face  position,    inclined     to     recommend     its 

turned  towards  the  spine :.  if  the  left  hand  employment;  and    in    my  own  practice, 

be  protruded,   with  the  palm  forwards,  I  have  already  said  that  I  almost  invariably 

the  head  must  be  on  the  left  ilium,  and  the  use  it. 

face  looking  to  the  abdominal  muscles ;  We  will  suppose,  then,  we  are  consulted 

and  if  &e  left  palm  be  directed  backwards,  in  a  case*  of  this  serious  difficulty,  where 

the  head  must  be  on  the  right  ilium,  with  the  membranes  have  ruptured  some  hours, 

the    face    towards    the   spine.      Having  the  hand  protruded  externally,  swollen, 

learned,  then,  on  which  side  the  head  lies,  and  somewhat  livid;    the    shoulder  and 

we  know  that  on  the  opposite  we  shall  find  chest  occupying  the  brim  of  the  pelvis, 

the  breech ;  and  having  ascertained  whe-  and    the    uterus    contracted    powerfully 

ther  the  face  is  situated  anteriorly  or  pos-  around  the  child's  body.    Having  asoer- 

teriorly,  we  know  also  that  towards  the  tained  the  exact  position  of  the  foetus,  by 

same  part  of  the  uterus  we  shall  encounter  the  direction  of  the  difiPerent  parts  of  the 

the  l^s ;  and  thus,  so  far  as  guiding  our  hand,  before  proceeding  to  turn  it  would 

hand  immediately  to  the  child's  feet  is  berighttomakean  accurate  examination  of 

concerned,    our  operation  is  much  sim-  the  abdomen  externally ;  by  which  we  may 

plified.  learn  the  degree  of  contraction  that  the  ute- 

But  it  is  possible  that  neither  of  the  rus  has  taken  upon  itself,  and  form  some 

festal  hands  may  be  protruded  externally,  opinion  of  the  probable  resistance  we  are 

although  the  membranes  may  have  been  lixely  to  encounter.    We  also  make  our- 

mptuied  for  some  hours,  and  the  shoulder  selves  acquainted  with  the  general  magni- 

may  be  fully  occupying  the  pelvic  brim ; —  tude  of  the  ogran,  and  may  judge  whether 

the  elbow  mav  be  situated  in  the  vagina  the  woman  has  advanced  to  near  the  close  of 

doubled.    Under  this  state,  it  might  be  gestation.    It  is  vei7  possible  that  she  may 

difficult  to  distinguish  the  right  from  the  have  gone  into  labour  prematurely ;  and 

left  extremity,  by  making  our  observations  if,  on  placing  the  hand  on  the  uterine 

4)n  the  arm  itself  alone;  and  it  is  much  tumor,  we  find  it  so  small  that  it  has  sunk 

better  quietly  and  tenderly  to  unbend  the  considerably  within  the  pelvis,  we  should 

limb,  so  as  to  bring  the  hand  down,  than  relinquish  the  idea  of  an  operation  for  two 

commenoe  the  operation  in  ignorance  of  reasons;  first,  because  we  should  be  foiled 

such  an  Important  point  in  endeavouring  to  introduce   the  hand 

You  mav,  perhaps,  be  inclined  to  ask,  into  so  small  a  space  as  the  uterine  cavity 
why  should  we  bring  down  the  arm,  and  possesses ;  and,  secondly,  because  in  all 
impede  the  subsequent  steps  of  the  opera-  probability  the  fcetus  will  pass  doubled, 
tion  by  filling  up  the  pelvis  with  the  limb?  Should  the  patient  unhesitatingly  inform 
I  would  answer,  that  it  is  not  the  arm  us  that  she  is  persuaded  she  has  not  ex- 
which  prevents  us  making  the  evolation ;  ceeded  seven  months,  we  may  then  gene- 
it  is  the  shoulder  and  the  body  of  the  rally  trust  the  case  to  nature;  but,  beyond 
child  blocking  up  the  pelvic  brim,  together  that  period,  an  operation  will  mostly  be- 
with  the  strength  of  the  uterine  contrac-  come  requisite. 

tion :   it  is,  indeed,  of  little  consequence  The  position  and  general  management 

whether  the  hand  is  external,  or  whether  of  the  patient  must  l^  such  as  I  have  be- 

the  arm  is  doubled,  the  elbow  presenting  fore  described.    Having  taken  off  our  coat, 
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tamed  up  our  shirt  sleeve,  and  anointed  upper  part  of  the  uterine  cavity.     Now, 
the  left  hand  and  arm  as  far  as  the  elbow,  as  the  vagina  is  not  sufficiently  capacious 
avoiding  the   inside  of  the  fingers  and  to  admit  both  hands  at  the  same  time, — 
palm,  we  must  kneel  by  the  bedside,  and,  with  one  of  which  we  might  raise  the 
forming  our  fingers  into  the  shape  of  a  shoulder,andwith  the  other  draw  down  the 
cone,  we  must  insinuate  them  cautiously  breech,  by  means  of  the  leg, — it  will  much 
through  the  external  parts,  up  to  the  os  assist  us  to  get  a  noose  of  strong  tape 
uteri;  then,  laying  the  hand  flat  upon  the  fixed  round  the  ankle,  while  still  in  tna 
child's  person,  we  endeavour  to  introduce  vaginal  cavity ;  nor  shall  we  find  much 
it  either  anteriorly  or  posteriorly,  accord-  difficulty  in  the  adjustment;  and   when 
ing  as  the  feet  lie,  sliding  it  upwards  along  applied,   traction  dovmwardfl,  in  a  line 
the  foetal  body.    It  may  sometimes  avail  tending  towards  the  coccyx,  may  be  made 
us,  in  this  step  of  the  operation,  to  raise  by  it,  while  a  steady  pressure  upwards  is 
the  shoulder  somewhat  from  its  position ;  exerted  by  the  extremities  of  the  fingers 
but  this  is  generally  difficult  to  accomplish,  placed  against  the  axilla  or  the  ribs.    By 
and  not  without  its  dangers.    If  the  uterus  this  double  efiTort  the  shoulder  can  be  raised, 
be  contracted   powerfully,    and   our   at-  —although  that  was  impossible  before  the 
tempts  are  made  without  great  care,  we  may  leg  was  brought  down, — because  room  is 
thrust  either  our  own  hiuid  or  the  child's  made  for  its  recession  by  the  descent  of 
body  through  the  uterine  structure,  to  the  the  breech,  while  at  the  same  time  a  spaee 
■almost  inevita)»le  destruction  of  the  patient  is  formed  for  the  reception  of  the  breech  by 
It  is  more  than  probable  that  the  stimulus  the  ascent  of  the  shoulder.    The  breech, 
of  our  hand  may  occasion  an  accession  of  then,  having  been  brought  down,  the  case 
uterine  action,  which  we  are  made  sensible  is  made  one  of  the  first  order  of  preter- 
of  both  by  the  complaints  of  the  woman,  natural  cases,  and  must  be  managed  by 
and  the  propulsion  of  the  child's  body  the  rules  before  propounded, 
downwards:  we  must  then,  for  the  pre-  I  freely  confess  that  sometimes  it  is 
sent,  desist  from  further  endeavours,  (keep,  most  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  intro- 
ing  our  hand  flatly  spread  out  on  the  duce  the  hand  so  high  into  the  uterus  as 
child's  body,  lest  the  irregularities  of  the  to  arrive  at  the  feet,  because  they  may  lie 
knuckles  might  injure  the  uterus),  and  at  its  very  fundus,  and  it  may  be  dan- 
resume  them  in  me  interval  of  action,  gerous  to  attempt  to  overcome  the  strength 
In  this  way,  by  little  and  littler-making  of  the  contraction  which   the  uterus  lias 
progress  slowly,  but  steadily,  only  pressing  taken  on  itself.    It  has  happened  to  me, 
forward  in  the  absence  of  nain,  layiug  the  in  working  the  hand  along  the  body  of 
hand  extended  on  the  child's  person  dnr-  the  child,  to  be  able  to  pass  it  up  to  the 
ing  the  return  of  action,   preserving  all  breech,  to  feel  the  legs  doubled  up,  but 
the  advantage  we  have  gained,  and  t^ing  not  to  be  able  to  reach  a  foot    In  such 
especial  care  not  to  withdraw  it, — we  carry  a  case  I  have  not  thought  it  right  to  make 
it  fully  within  the  uterine  cavity  to  that  a  strenuous  effort  in  order  to  encompass 
part  in  which  the  feet  are  placed :  g^rasp-  the  feet,  but  have  satisfied  myself  with 
ing  them  both,  if  they  lie  together,  or  one  hooking  a  finger  in  the  ham,  and  making 
only,  if  there  is  any  difficulty  in  finding  the  the  child  revolve  by  the  power  that  pur- 
other,  we  cautiously  draw  the  limb  down  chase  afforded.     I   must   not,   however, 
through  the  os  uteri  into  the  vagina.    If  omit  to  warn  you  that  this  practice  is  far 
the  foetal  body  be  closely  embraced  by  the  from  being  unattended  with  danger;  be- 
contracted  uterus,  and  especially  if  the  cause  you  may  mistake  an  arm  for  a  leg,— 
shoulder  be  at  all  wedged  in  the  brim  of  the  bend  of  the  elbow  for  that  of  a  knee; 
the  pelvis,  we  shall  find  that,  although  the  and  I  would  scarcely  recommend   your 
foot  descends  into  the  vaginal  cavity,  still  having  recourse  to  it,  until  your  experience 
the  shoulder  does  not  recede,  and  the  child  enables  you  with  certainty  to  discriminate 
does  not  perform  the  necessary  evolution  the  one  limb  finm  the  other.      In  one 
to  allow  the  breech  to  pass  down  so  as  to  oc-  instance,  indeed,  when  the  irregular  actioa 
cupy  the  pelvis;  and  thegreaterexertionwe  of  the  fibres  of  the  fundus  prevented  my 
make  in  drawing  down  the  foot,  the  more  arriving  at  the  foot,  after  having  passed 
firmly  does  the  shoulder  become  impacted  my  finger  round  a  ham,  not  possessing 
in  the  pelvic  brim.   It  is  evident,  then,  un-  sufficient  power  to  cause  the  child  to  re- 
less  we  can  raise  the  shoulder,  that  we  shall  volve,  I  directed  a  small  blunt  hook  by 
not  procure  a  space  into  which  the  breech  the  side  of  my  finger,  and  keeping  the 
can  descend;  and  if  we  endeavour  to  push  point  well  guarded,  made  traction  by  it, 
the  upper  part  of  the  child's  body  out  of  and  acoommished  my  purpose;  but  yon 
the  way,  while  we  are  using  no  extractive  must  be  well  aware  that  such  aproceemng 
power  to  bring  the  breech  down,  ^e  shall  must  be  attended  with  some  risk.    In  this 
not  only  not  succeed  in  oar  endeavours,  but  plate  of  Smellie,  yon  have  a  good>  repre- 
the  foot  will  .escape  back  again  into  the  sentation  of  the  uterus  strongly  contracted 
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le  explanation,  sBtil  Dr.Doiqte^ 
1,  Id  k  jwmpUct  fint  pwbliiiheJ 
In  ISll,  ihowed  devl;  HM.  tbe  detcrip. 
tion  WM  iucatrect.  He  otMeTTcs,"  tbat  it 
is  IncampUibl*  with  the  recelTcd  ideu  of 
uterine  action  to  mppoae  that  tho  atenw, 
wbni  eontimetlng  w)  pnweifallT  ai  to  force 
down  that  part  of  tbe  duld  which  wai  al 
it*  fbndni,  wanid  at  the  Him  moment 
IbrmBTacanm,  into  which  anoIberpiKtion. 
alreadj  low  down  in  the  peltis,  ibould 
reoeda."  Dr.  Dotwlas,  then,  flnt  am  w 
a  tne  bittor?  of  the  procetf :  and  Be  Ium 
piDTod  that  the  fmtni  actnallT  doa*  pa** 
the  pelri*  Id  a  doobled  ttate,  Mthoufa  da. 
nied  In  Denmao.  He  ha*  d«»cribea  it,  a* 
indeed  I  mjielf  hare  witneMod,  to  be  ae- 
Mntpliihed  in  the  following  manner: — 
fi;  ttie  contlnnance  of  the  powerflil  ate- 
rine  contiaelioa*,  the  aim  ii  pntraded  en- 
tinly  rateraall*,  tbe  ihoaldei  and  dtcat 
heing  uopelled  low  into  the  pel«i«  at- 
irilj.  The  acramion  tbtn  afipean  onder 
the  inuphjiii  pabia;  ud  at  the  loina 
and  breech  deecend  into  the  pelriB  at 
one  tide,  the  apex  of  the  ihooldcr  ie  di- 
rected upward*  lowardl  tlie  man*  reneiii. 
—It  wu  a  remark  Further  room  ii  thna  gaioed  for  the  oom- 
flntpromineiitly  let  forth  byDenmaii,  that  plete  receptiao  of  the  biMch  into  theca- 
oecadonallT,  under  a  shoulder  pre«enta-  dtr  of  tbe  sacrum,  and  tliat  part  of  the 
tloD,  after  Uiemembranei  had  been  broken  child's  bodj  is  CTentuatlj'  eipelled  sweep- 
some  time,  the  uterui  acting  with  consi-  Jng  the  sacrum,  and  dislendiag  the  peri- 
derable  energy,  the  body  was  forced  down  neum  to  a  TMt  extent.  As,  dniing  tbe 
into  the  pelris,  and  a  natural  leiminallon  whole  of  this  process,  the  bead  remains 
of  tbe  case  oecuned,  the  breech  being  ex-  abote  Ute  pelric  brim,  it  is  CTident  that, 
peiled  flriL  To  this  peculiar  cliange  of  tlie  apex  of  the  shoulder  being  eilemal, 
poeltJOB,  effeoted  by  nature,  be  gare  tl>e  the  elaficle  mnt  he  itrongly  presMd 
term  *■  nMmtaneous  erolation;"  and  lie  again«t  tbe  nnder  inrfMe  of  tbe  (ymphysia 
has  supplied  us  with  his  idea  of  the  mode  pubi*:  on  which  point,  indeed,  the  lislal 
In  whidi  it  occ«n  in  tbe  following  pas.  body  partially  mtoItcs,  as  on  an  axis;  tbe 
sage:—"  I  pTttume  that,  after  the  long,  other  shoulder  and  arm,  and  tbe  head, 
continued  action  of  tbe  uterus,  tbe  body  of    being  expelled  lait 


state  at  to  receiTe  the  full  force  of  erery  doubled  expnlsion  to  occur,  unless  tbe  pa- 

retumiug  action.  The  body,  in  its  doubled  tient  posseai  a  larger  peliii  tlun  Mdinarj, 

state,  being  too  large  to  pan  through  tbe  or    unleu  the   fotat  b«    pielematDiallj  - 

pelris,  and  tbe  uterus  pressiDg  upon  Its  small  or  preraatore  (  nor,  indeed,  except 


inferior  extremitiea,  which  are  tbe  only  under  a  long  continuance  of  powerful  and 
parts  capable  of  being  moved,  tbey  are  expulsive  pains.  But  the  knowledg^of 
forced  graduallT  lower,  making  room,  as  the  fkct,  howerer  rare  it*  occnrrence,  must 
tbey  araprewed  down,  lor  tbe  reception  of  becon^dered  of  much  importance  pracU- 
aome  other  part  Into  tbe  catity  of  the  cally:  for  if  we  saw  good  na*on  to  heliere 
ntenis,  which  tbey  hare  eTacuated,  till  tliBl  delireiy  was  likely  to  be  effected  In 
the  body,  turning,  as  it  were,  upoii  its  the  manner  juit  detailed,  we  might  be  in- 
own  axil,  the  braecb  of  Ibe  child  is  ex-  clined  to  leave  the  case  to  the  unaided  ef- 
pclted,  as  in  an  original  presentation  of  forts  of  nature,  and  liope  for  a  fortnnate 
that  part."    He  ancsWards  says, — "  Pre-  termination. 

mature  or  very  nnall  children  have  olten  I  have  personally  known  eeven  enaei  of 

been  expelled  in  a  doubleditate,  when  the  this  dcacrlptlon,  in  all  which  my  ai*i«- 

pelvis  was  well  formed,  or  ratlier  more  tanee  was  desired ;  and  I  was  present  at 

capacious  than  ordinary;  hut  thii  i«  adif-  four  of  them  during  the  cipulnon  of  tbe 

ferent  case  to  tliat  whicli  we  are  now  de-  foetus  through  the  outlet  of  tbe  pelvis, 

scribing."     The  idea*  that  Dr.  Denman  Thneeof  thetJiUdren werebomaliie; two 

bad  formed  of    this  nuuBual  occurrence  of  tbem  were  twin*;  all  tlia  rest,  except 

were  geneially  received  by  tho  pruftMiDn  one  (which  wa»  at  full  time},  were  prema. 
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ture,  being  expclkd  between  the  sixth  and    a  hook  with  an  internal  cutting  edffe 

•^n^rilJ^fir'  *•    1      ^      *         u        ft>™ed  by  my  father,  a  specimcno?  which 

But  another  practical  advantage  has  1  now  shew  you ;  and  the  foUowing  is  the 
been  also  gained  by  observing  the  pheno.  best  method  of  usimr  it 
mena  that  I  have  mentioned— viz.  the  in- 
stitution  of  an  operation  in  which  the  pro- 
oess  is  imitated,  when  it  has  been  found 
impossible  to  deliver  by  the  more  ordinary 
method  of  turning;  and  this  consists  m 
diminishing  the  bulk  of  the  fcetal  body  by 
the  removal  of  the  viscent;  giving  it  thus 
an  opportunity  to  collapse,  so  that  it  may 
be  extracted  without  much  difficulty. 

£rvtioera<i'oii.— You  must  not  imagiiw 
that  the  operation  I  am  about  to  describe 
is  intended  to  supersede  the  practice  of 
turning  under  transverse  presentations. 
It  is  only  to  be  had  recourse  to  as  a  last 
resource,  when  manv  hours  have  elapsed 
since  the  rupture  of  the  membranes — when 
the  foetus  is  so  firmly  wedged  within  the 
pelvis,  or  at  the  brim,  that  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  hand  into  the  uterus  is  ren- 
dered impossible,  or  would  be  evidently 
attended  with  most  imminent  danger.  In 
modem  times  this  operation  was  first  re- 
commended by  Dr:  Douglas,  and  in  this 

city  first  performed  by  mv  father  and  my-  The  finger  having  been  passed  around 
self.  In  itself  it  is  not  difficult  of  perfor.  the  neck,  a  large-sized  blunt  hook  must 
mance,  and  requires  merely  the  use  of  the  be  introduced  upon  it,  and  the  present- 
same  instruments  employed  for  perforating  ing  part  must  be  brought  as  low  into 
and  extracting  the  head.  The  woman  ly-  the  pelvis  as  is  consistent  with  the 
ing  on  her  left  side,  an  assistant  should  Be  woman's  safety.  By  the  side  of  the  blunt 
directed  to  bring  the  chest  as  Ailly  into  the  hook  the  decapitator  must  also  be  direct- 
pelvis,  by  traction  at  the  arm,  as  possible;  ed  over  the  neck,  and  a  sawing  motion 
the  perforating  scissors,  guided  by  two  given  to  it  by  the  right  band,  while  the 
fingers  of  the  left  hand,  should  be  carried  first  finger  is  kept  steadily  in  contact  with 
against  one  of  the  intercostal  spaces,  and  its  blunt  point.  It  will  soon  be  found  that 
a  free  opening  made.  One  or  more  ribs  the  structures  give  way,  and  that  the  sepa- 
might  be  divided,  if  neoessaiy,  so  that  two.  ration  is  elTect^.  The  child's  body  must 
or  three  fingers,  or  the  whole  hand,  might  then  be  drawn  out  by  the  arm  which  pro. 
be  introduced  within  the  aperture. —  traded,  and  the  head  extracted  by  a 
Through  this  incision  the  contents  of  the  crotchet  or  blunt  hook  introduced  into  the 
foDtsl  thorax  must  be  extracted;  the  dla-  foramen  magnum,  or  the  mouth ;  nor  will 
phnwm  may  be  perforated  afterwards,  its  removal  generally  offer  much  difficulty, 
and  Dy  the  same  opening  the  liver  and  unless  the  pelvis  be  contracted  in  its 
intestines  evacuated.  Tne  body,  thus  dimensions.  I  can  scarcely  suppose  it 
deprived  of  the  principal  part  of  its  con-  possible  for  any  case  of  transverse  presen- 
tents,  will  collapse;  and  if  the  uterus  con-  tation  to  occur,  which  might  not  be  ter- 
tinues  to  act  with  vigour,  will  be  expelled  minated  by  one  or  other  of  these  opera- 
doubled,  the  breech  sweeping  the  sacrom  tions,  provided  turning  oould  not  be  ac 
and  perineum.  But  should  the  pains  have  complished;  unless,  indeed,  the  pelvis  be 
ceased,  artificial  extraction  may  be  most  distorted  in  an  extreme  degree,  or  almost 
beneficially  made  by  means  of  the  crotchet  fully  filled  by  a  solid  tumor.  For  if  the  chest 
Axed  within  ihe  foetal  ilium ;  the  breech  be  much  pressed  downwards,  occupying  a 
will  soon  be  observed  to  descend,  and  the  laigeportion  of  thepel vie  cavity, — although 
case  will  be  terminated  as  though  nature  it  would  be  difficult  to  surround  the  neck, 
had  expelled  the  child  unaided.  so  as  to  amputate  the  head, — perforation 

IkcapUalion, — Another  means  of  deliveiy  of  the  thorax  would  be  easy,  and  deli- 
under  transverse  presentations,  when  turn-  lerj  could  be  perfected  througn  its  means : 
ing  is  impracticable,  is  aflbrded  by  the  di-  while  if  the  child  presented,  as  occasionally 
vision  of  the  cervical  vertebne,  and  the  se-  happens,  with  the  neck  directly  over  the 
paration  of  the  head  from  the  trunk.  This  pelvic  brim,  then  there  could  be  little 
operation  I  have  also  had  recourse  to,  and  trouble  in  passing  the  finger  round  the 
found  the  difficulty  by  no  means  great  neck,  as  a  guide  to  the  cutting  hook ;  al- 
The  best  instrument  for  its  peifonnance  is    though,  indeed,  to  perforate  the  chest  under 
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such  a  prefentadon  would  be  dangerous,  amputated  its  aim  while  in  utero ;  it  was 

if  not  impracticable.  afterwards  bom  alive,  and  grew  up  to 

I  can  fuUy  appreciate  the  horrifVing  manhood :  and  a  case  of  even  more  %g. 

feelings  with  which  you  may  have  been  grarated  nature  occurred  in  France  in  toe 

listening  to  the  details  of  two  operations  year  1829.    A  practitioner,  at  a  town  in 

apparently  of   the  most   barbarous  and  the  department  of  Ome  (I  am  in  pos- 

sayage  nature — the  shudder  which  you  session  of  his  name,  but  I  suppose  tnat, 

must  experience  on  hearing  any  person  in  these  days  of  tender  regard  for  broken 

calmly  sanctioning  and  advising  the  de-  characters,  to  mention  it  publicly  would 

capitation,  or  disembowelling,  of  a  fcttua  be  deemed  libellous)  removed  both  the 

in  utero.    Surely,  however,  I  need  not  add,  arms  of  a  child  which  were  protruded 

that  such  means  should  never  be  thought  together,  swollen,  and  livid,  after  mafcinp 

of  unless  the  foetus  be  dead;  nor,  indeed,  vain  attempts  to  turn:  no  blood  flowed 

can  they  ever  be  necessary  until  life  is  ex-  but  the  infant  was  soon  bom  alive ;  and 

tinct;  for  if  the  chest  be  so  firmly  im-  surviving  the  mutilations,  the  wounds  spee> 

pacted  in  the  pelvis  as  to  prevent  the  in-  dily  healed.    The  father  brought  an  action 

troduction  of  the  hand  into  the  uterine  against  the  attendant;  and  the  tribanal. 

cavity,  the  pressure  to  which  the  heart  it-  before  which  the  case  was  tried,  refentd 

self  would  be  subjected  must  destroy  the  the  matter  to  the  Royal  Academy  of  Medi- 

existence  of  the  foetus,  independently  of  dne  for  their  opinion.    A  committee  of  five 

the  great  chance  that  exists  of  fatal  com-  gentlemen  were  appointed,  of  which  MM. 

pression  on  the  umbilical  vessels,  both  Desormeaux  and  Oardien  were  two :  tbej 

in  the  cord,  and  after  their  division  unon  drew  up  a  report,  stronp^ly  oensniingthede- 

the  placenta;  so  that  our  feelings  on  uiat  fendant;  but  it  met  with  much  opposition 

account  can  never  be  wounded.  when  discussed  in  the  Academy,  and  waa 

In  my  friend  Dr.  Ashwell's  publication,  returned  to  the  committee  for  reooasidera- 
which  appeared  in  the  year  1828,  you  will  tion.  A  second  time  their  answer  was  of 
find  my  opinions  on  the  three  subjects  last  the  same  tenor,  though  not  conveyed  in 
spoken  or  perhaps  more  fully  explained ;  such  strong  language.  I  am  not  aware  of 
for  at  his  request  I  fumished  him  with  a  the  punishment  awarded  in  this  particular 
paper,  which  he  embodied  in  his  work,  instance,  or  whether  the  tribunal  con- 
explanatory  of  my  views ;  and  they  have  sidered  the  operator  justified,  but  that  is 
undergone  no  change  since  that  time.  of  no  consequence  in  our  argument. 

Aniiquity  of  exvUeiration  and  deeapitation.  While,  then,  there  is  a  possibility  of  the 

— Neiuer  of  the  last-named  operations  infant  surviving  such  serious  mutilation^ 

are  of  modem  invention.    I  have  already  it  would  be  in  the  highest  degree  injudi- 

brought  before  your  notice  a  quotation  cious,  not  to  say  criminal,  to  practise  it : 

from  Celsus,  proving  the  antiquity  of  de-  but  another  equally  valid  reason  would  in- 

capitation  unaer  a  transverse  position  of  duce  us  to  banish  the  operation ;  viz.  that 

the  foetus ;  and  Heister  mentions  it  as  a  the  dismemberment  of  the  child,  in  the 

peculiar,  new,  and  easy  method,—^  quem  manner  described,  can  seldom  be  of  the 

Hoameutupelaudatutinvenit  atoMdueriptii"  least  service  in  facilitating  the  delivery  of 

In  the  works  of  iGtius  we  are'also advised,  the  patient;  for  I  have  before  proved  to 

under  an  abdominal  presentation,  to  open  you  that  it  is  not  the  arm,  partially  occu. 

the  cavity  and  take  out  the  viscera;  after  pying  the  vagina,  which  prevents  the  en- 

which,  Ae  says,  the. parts  collapse,  and  trance  of  the  hand  into  the  womb,  but 

the  position  is  easily  altered.  He  says  also,  the  shoulder  impacted  in  the  pelvic  brim, 

when  the  foetus  presents  double,  it  is  better  and  the  uterine  parietes  strongly  embrac- 

to  separate  the  nead  fW>m  the  bodv,  than  ing  the  child's  lx>dy.    Besides,  when  the 

push  up  the  thorax  and  deliver  by  the  feet  arm  has  been  separated,  such  a  concision 

Imfiroprietyofremcnmgthejmrtrudedttrm, —  of  parts  is  produced  as  to  render  it  diffi- 

The  same  author,  or  rather  transcriber  of  cult  to  discriminate  between  the  fcetal  and 

the  opinions  and  writings  of  others,  re-  maternal  structures;  and  should  it  aiter- 

commends,  when  the  arm  is  protraded  ex-  wards  be  found  necessary  either  to  perfo- 

temally,  that  it  should  be  amputated  at  rate  the  chest,  or  separate  the  heaafirom 

the  sh'oulder-joint ;  and  the  practice  has  the  trank,  we  have  lost  the  means  of  trac- 

been  pursued  in  late  days;  of  which,  in-  tion  which  the  arm  aifoided,  and  which 

deed,  instances  have  come  within  my  own  assists   us  materially  in  our   operation, 

knowledge.  From  such  a  recommenuition,  For  all  these  reasons,  then,  let  us  never 

however,  I  most  strenuously  dissent ;  be-  think  of  amputating  the  protruded  limb 

cause  the  removal  of  the  arm  cannot,  in  under  transverse  presentations, 

the  slightest  degree,  avail  us  in  furthering  Yon  most  already  have  anticipated  that 

delivery,  and  because  it  has  been  followed  a  transverse  ])08ition  of  the  fcetus  may  be 

by    the    most    distressing   consequences,  complicated  with  a  pelvis  distorted  to  such 

Thus  Chapman  gives  an  instance,  in  which  an  extent  as  to  preclude  the  passage  of 

the  attendant,  supposing  the  child  dead,  the  hand  into  the  uterus  for  rectifying  its 
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unfortQoate  situation ;  or  so  imall  as  to  There  can  be  little  doubt  but  that  in 

preventitsextniction,efen  if  the  necessary  this  state  of  the  constitution  these  acids 

evolution  could  have  been  accomplished,  act  through  the  blood.    There  are,  how- 

In  such  an  extreme  case,  the  Cssarean  ever,  other  diseases  in  which  the  mineral 

section  affords  the  only  possible  means  of  acids  are  employed  with  success,  and  in 

delivery.  these  also   they  must  act   through   the 

blood. 

The  astringent  properties  of  the  mineral 

acids,  and  particularly  of  the  sulphuric, 

PHYSIOLOGICAL  AND   PATHOLOGICAL  are  highly  extolled  by  the  best  writers  on 

OBSERVATIONS  ^^®  materia  medica.    Dr.  Paris*  informs 

his  readers  "  that  it  is  a  most  valuable 

^^  ^"^  medicine,  especially  in  weakness  and  re- 

BLOOD    AND    URINE-  laxation  of  the  digestive  oigans, in  colli- 

quative  sweats,  and  m  internal  hsBmor- 

Beiitg  the  Guistonian  Lectura  for  1834,  detU  rhages :  in  epistaxis  and  hsmoptysis^  it 

vered  at  the  Royal  College  of  Fhyriciam.  was  Sydenham's  favourite  remedy.'' 

^           e   ./      ^  Murray  writes  thus  in  his  System  of 

Bt  Geo.  Burrows,  M.D.  Materia  Medicaf :— "  Dilute  sulphuric  acid 

Fellow  of  Caiu  College,  Cambridge.  "  "««*  "  *"  astringent  to  check  the  flow 

of  blood  in  haemop^sis  and  the  ooUiqua- 

"""^  tive  sweats  in  hectic  fever,~indication8 

Lecture  IIL— On  the  power  of  the  mineral  ^^^^^  i^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^«n  any  other  arti- 

aeids  to  coagulate  the  blood  and  other  al6tt-  «1«  ^^  ^«  materia  medica." 

mimmj^ti ttf«-  On  the  internal  ute  of'  mineral  ^'-  ^'  T.  Thomson  J  informs  his  readers 

acids  in  photphatic  diathetu  of  the  unne  and  ^^^  "  ^^^^  sulphuric  acid  is  given  with 

in  pamvehitmorrhaget,  diarrhoea,  leueorrhaa,  certain  benefit  in  passive  bsdmorriiages, 

and  other fluxee :  their  mode  of  iicfwn— R«tt-  *«>»  whatever  part  they  may  arise.    Com- 

eontforhelimmg  that alkaliei,taU$,and acids,  ^^^^  ^^^  mucilages,  it  has  been  bene. 

taken  intemaUy,  act  upon  the  alintminous  filially  given  in  passive  diarrhoeas." 

paru  rf  the  blood  as  chemical  agenu  out  of  I"  diseased  states  of  the  urine,  these 

the  body-^Instaneet  of  other  remedies  acting  mineral  acids  taken  internally  exert  their 

thvugh  the  blood-' Iodine-^ Ingredients  rf  chenucal  powers  upon  the  salts  and  earths 

mineral  waters-'Meratry-^Hunter'sopinions  »»  «<»"  >^"  ^^^  secretion.      In  passive 

tm  the  appearance  of  poiwns  m  the  blood^  haemorrhages,  in  colliquative  sweats  and 

Case  rf  the  effects  of  lead~-Many  substances  diarrhoeas,  in  leucorrhoea,  and  in  other 

ore  decomposed  by  the  stomach,  and  cannot  be  diseases  of  a  similar  nature,  I  cannot  pb- 

found  in  the  blood  or  secretions^  Mode  of  '^rain  from  concluding  that  the  mineral 

operation  of  minute  quantUies  of  matter  takii  «cids  exert  their  beneficial  influence  by 

into  the  system  ^Dr.  Front's  theory  of  inei-  ^^^^«  ^^  »  certain  extent  upon  the  albn. 

dental  bodies  entering  into  the  products  of  minous  part  of  the  Wood,  fusing  a  ten- 

organisaiion— Observations  on  hahoemann's  dency  to  ooaffulation,  as  they  do  when 

homaopathic  doctrines  and  minute  doses.  mi^ed  with  albuminous  fluids  out  of  the 

body. 

Sir,  Cfoagulation  is  the  mode  nature  takes  to 

In  a  former  part  of  these  lectures,  I  have  repress  hiemorrhage  from  a  wounded  vessel 

adverted  to  the  power  the  mineral  acids  or  any  divided  part,  and  we  by  our  internal 

possess  of  causing  the  coagulation  of  the  remedies  probably  induce  a  tendency  to 

blood  and  other  albuminous  fluids.  coagulation  when  we  are   successful  in 

When  the  permanent  influence  of  an  repressing  passive  hapmorrhages. 

add  is  required  in  the  constitution,  either  ,*  V  "*®  oP^n^on  <>'*"«  »^^  pathologrfsts 

to  correct  an  alkalescent  state  of  the  urine  ^^  ^^  P**"^*  day,  that  these  passive  h»- 

and  deposiUon  of  the  earthy  phosphates  of  mp™ages  may   take  place  from  a  part 

lime  and  magnesia,  or  to  fulfil  other  indi-  without  any  alteration  of  structure  in  that 

cations,  a  mineral  acid  is  always  preferred  P*rt.                                   ^*  »     _*     *c  ^ 

by  physicians.    It  would  appear  from  the  Andial  &  expr«»ly  says,  "In  order  that 

cincumnt  testimony  of  ifil   who  have  a  hemorrhage  should  t^e  pla«,  it  is  only 

^irritten  on  this  subfect,  that  these  acids  »««*?7  ^»t  **5,iS*^*u?  ?/  the  blooH 

\re  beyond  the  control  of  the  digestive  pro-  »J«'4^  fce  so  modified  that  ito  molecules 

cess.    Those  who  are  not  from  experience  *o?^d  Icjie  their  accustomed  force  of  w- 

fttlly  aware  of  the  power  of  the  mineral  J^esion:  the  blood  then  i»capes  with  the 

^s  to  correct  an  Alkalescent  condition  gteatest  ease,  and  hemorrhages  take  place 

of  the  urine  and  deposition  of  earthy  ' 

phosphates,  will  not  refuse  their  assent  to  .        *  y^T^ilV^  "'  ^'^ 

this  doctrine  after  the  studv  of  Dr.  PgpuVs  J  D^epeuTrntory,  ed.  I8H8.  p.  686. 

chapter  on  phosphatic  diathesis.  I  Pr^U  d'Aost.  PaiboL  torn.  l.  p.  &58. 
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at  different  parts  of  the  body  at  the  Mune  preasiiig  pasaiTe  lueniorriiages  waiaekaow. 

time,  without  any  obvions  cause  of  irrita-  lodged  very  genezally.     So   that   dilute 

tion.     This  takes  place,"  adds  Andral,  mineral  acids,  mixed  with  the  blood  and 

**  in  those  diseases  where  there  is  little  other  albuminous  fluids  out  of  the  body, 

doubt  but  that  the  nature  of  the  blood  is  induce  a  much  readier.coagulation  of  them; 

altered."  and  when  these  same  diluted  mineral  acids 

Dr.  Watson,  in  ail  excellent  lecture  on  are  administered  internally,  their  effects 

purpura,  delivered  from  this  chair,  in  1832,  are  to  arrest  serous  secretions,  and  to  stop 

took  occasion  to  say, "  that  of  all  the  solu-  passive  hsBmorrhages.  Tbis  latter  purpose 

lions  that  have  been  offered  with  the  view  can  apparently  only  be  attained  by  in- 

of  accounting  for  the  escape  of  the  bleod  creasing  the  diminished  force  of  cohesion 

from  its  containing  vessels  in  purpura  and  of  the  particles  of  the  blood,  or  by  increas- 

scurvv,  that  appears  to  be  the  most  simple  ing  the  tendenc;^  of  the  albuminous  parti- 

and  the  most  probable  which  ascribes  it  cles  to  coagulation, 

to  some  morbid  alteration  in  the  blood  From  a  careful  and  dispassionate  survey 

itself."  of  the  effects  of  these  two  classes  of  reme- 

The  account  which  Huxbam  has  given  dies  upon  the  blood  out  of  the  body,  as 

of  the  state  of  the  blood  in  some  cases  of  chemioftl  agent«,  and  of  their  effects  on  the 

scurvy  which  fell  under  his  observation,  secretions  and  on    the  animal  economv 

clearly  shows  us  that  in  that  disease  "  the  generally,  when  taken  into  the  stomach,  I 

molecules  have  lost  their  accustomed  force  think  it  may  now  be  admitted,  that  in  the 

of  cohesion ;"  his  language  is  most  expres-  latter  case  it  is  through  the  blood,  and 

sive  of  this  fact:  "the  blood  continued  upon  the  blood,  that    ihej  exert    their 

half  coagulated,  and  of  a  bluish  livid  co-  specific  agencies;  and  that,  m  the  two  in- 

lonr  on  the  top:  it  was  (he  adds)  most  stances,  tne  modut  merandi  is    identical, 

easily  divided  by  the  slightest  touch,  and  There  are  many  other  remedies   which 

seemed  a   purulent   sanies   rather   than  offer  very  convincing  proofs    that    thejv 

blood,  with  a  sooty  powder  at  bottom."  exert  their  powers  on  the  system  through 

In  those  diseases,  therefore,  in  which  pas-  the  circulation  of  the  blood, 

sive  hemorrhages  take  place,  and  where  Of  these  medicines  I  will  first  mention 

the  mineral  adds  would   be   prescribed  iodine,  for.the  two  following  reasons : — 1. 

with  the  best  possible  chance  of  success,  it  that,  in  nature,  this  substance  is  found  as- 

appears  that  uie  blood,  according  to  Hux-  sociated  with  soda;  one  of  that  class  of 

ham,  is  very  much  softened,  and  according  bodies,  the  alkalies,  to  whose  action  upon 

to  Andral,  ^  the  molecules  have  lost  their  the  blood  and   secretions  I  have,  in   a 

accustomed  force  of  cohesion."  former  part  of  these  lectures,  called  your 

I  have  exhibited  herethe  effects  of  alka-  attention;  2.  that  when  taken  in  veiy 
line  solutions  on  the  blood  when  firesh  small  doses,  from  its  effects  on  the  animal 
drawn  fVom  the  veins,  the  destruction  of  economy,  it  offers  very  strong  proofs  that 
the  accustomed  force  of  cohesioa  of  its  it  enters  the  circulation,  and,  indeed,  care- 
particles,  and  its  pennaaent  fluidity.  I  ful  analysis  discovers  it  in  several  of  th» 
have  also  detailed  the  chemical  changes  animal  secretions. 

produced  in  the  urine,  particularly  ue  Iodine,  when  taken  internally,  seems  to 

increased  solubility  of  albumen  in  that  operate  as  a  stimulant  to  the  capillaries 

secretion,  by  the  internal  administration  and  absorbent  system.    Although  its  good 

of  alkalies  and  salts  with  vegetable  acids;  effects,  in  the  first  instance,  were  perhaps 

and  I  have  drawn  your  attention  to  the  vaunted  above  its  real  utility,  still  an  ex- 

conse<|uences   of    a   lonff-continued  and  perience  of  twenty  years  has  decided  that 

excessive  use  of  the  alkaline  carbonates;  it  is  a  most  valuable  remedy;  and  in  the 

namely,  hectic  fever,  with  passive  hsemor-  hands  of  M.  Lugol,  of  Paris,  it  has  lately 

rhages  from  different  parts  of  the  body,  been  employed  with  a  success  far  beyond 

The  effects,  then,  on  the  blood  and  secre-  what  practitioners  in  this  country  have 

tions  by  the  admixture  of  an  alkaline  obtained. 

fluid  with  them  out  of  the  body,  correspond  There  are  few  who  will  deny  its  eftcacj 

to  a  great  extent  with  the  changes  inouoed  in  the  treatment  of  glandular  swellings 

in  the  blood  and  secretions  by  the  in-  and  of  scrofulous  tumors.     It  is  evident 

temal  use  of  these  alkaline  remedies.  that  iodine  enters  the  circulation,  for  it 

I  next  proceeded  to  exhibit  the  coagulat-  operates  not  only  on  diseased  parts,  but 

ing  power  of  mineral  acids  upon  the  blood  it  causes  the  absorption  of  healthy  gland# 

and  other  albuminous  fluios  out  of  the  The  most  direct  proof,  however,  ^at 

body:  upon  the  authority  of  several  au-  iodine  enters  the  circulation  is  afforded  by 

thors  of  repute,  I  stated  that  these  acids,  chemists  *,  who  have  detected  it  in  the 

when  administered  internally,  were  not  blood,  in  the  urine,  in  the  saliva,  iif  the 

decomposed   by  the   stomach,   but   pro-  ,   ■ 

iW  ?J^«Tf  S^'Ji^?**??"''^  ""^""r^  •  ChrUll,onoD  Pol«»n.,  3nd  edit.  p.  14;  Thorn. 

in  the  unne,  and  that  their  power  of  re-  .on*.  Ditpematory,  leas,  p.  a96.      ^ 
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swwty  aad  in  the  milk  of  jpatieDtt,  wiio  man  in  wliate?er  way  it  is  introduced  into 
were  ndn^  it  inteniallj.  1  lia?e  myself  the  STStem;  whether  it  is  swallowed,  or  in- 
seen  a  patient  in  whose  urine  and  saliva  it  haled  in  form  of  Taponr,  or  nmply  applied 
was  disooTered  after  the  internal  nse  of  to  the  surface  of  the  body.  There  are 
the  tincture  of  iodine.  sometimes  differences  in  its  direct  effects 

This  substance  Tolatilizes  at  veiy  low  upon  the  system,  according  to  its  mode  of 

temperatures,  espedaUy  when  moisture  is  introduction;  but  the  ultimate  indirect  ef. 

present :    some    physicians   have   lately  fects  are  the  same^the  affection  of  the 

availed  themselres  of  this  property  of  sali?ary  glands. 

iodine,  and  have  administered  it  in  the  There  is  but  one  common  road  open  for 

form  of  vapour  by  inhalation.  this  substance  to  these  glands,  in  wnatever 

Iodine  is  known  to  exert  its  powers  way  introduced,  and  tnat  is  through  the 

when  applied  locally,  as  well  as  when  vessels  of  the  circulation,  and  the  vehicle 

taken  into  the  stomach:  this  practice  of  is  the  blood.    But  we  have  more  direct 

inhalation,  therefore,  is  founded  upon  just  proofs  that  mereury  enters  the  blood,  when 

views,  when  it  is  employed  in  cases  where  administered    as    a    remedy   intemallv. 

there  is  formation  of  crude  tubercles  in  the  Without  enumerating  the  cases  related  m 

lungs,  although  the  remedy  is  very  difficult  older  authors,  where  mereury  has  been 

ot  management  in  this  fonn.  seen  exuding  in  globules  iVom  suppurating 

I  cannot  help  suspecting  that  with  the  nodes  on  the  bones,  we  may  refer  to  those 

enormous  evaporation  wfich  takes  place  satisfactory  cases  in  modem  times  where 

ftom  the  surface  of  the  ocean,  the  mois-  chemical  analvsis  has  discovered  mereury 

ture  taken  into  the  air  carries  with  it  cer-  both  in  the  blood  and  in  some  secretions. 

tain  portions  of  salts  of  soda  and  minute  In  the  last  edition  of  Professor  Christison's 

quantities  of  iodine,  which  exist  in  marine  work  on  Poisons,  references  will  be  found 

plants  and  in  the  salt  water.  to  several  cases  where  metallic  mercuiy 

The  continual  inhalation  of  such  an  im-  was  obtained  from  the  crassamentum  of 

pregnated  atmosphere,  and  the  frequent  the  blood  of  persons  who  had  been  sali- 

nse  of  warm  sea-water  baths,  may  be  some  vated,  although  no  mereury  could  be  dis- 

of  the  causes  co-operating  to  render  the  covered  in  the  serum. 

treatment   of  scrofulous   complaints   so  Berzelius,  however,  informs  us  that  the 

much  more  successful  on  tiie  sea-coast  albumen  of  the  serum  of  the  blood  will 

than  in  inland  situations.  dissolve  many  metallic  oxides :  he  enume- 

From  personal  Observations  I  venture  to  nites  the  oxide  of  iron  and  the  oxide  of 

state,  that  it  is  my  belief  that  some  of  the  copper,  and  adds*,  "  that  it  is  doubtless 

advantages  in  the  treatment  of  chronic  that  the  albumen  is  the  menstruum  of  the 

diseaies  of  the  abdominal  viscera,  derived  oxide  of  mercury  found  dissolved  in  the 

from  a  long-oontinned  use  of  the  natural  blood  during  a  course  of  this  metal  for 

mineral  waters  of  Carlsbad  and  Toeplita  the  cure  of  syphilis." 

in  Bohemia,  and  of  Ems  in  the  duchy  of  I  pass  over  the  less  convincing  proofs  of 

Nassau,  arise  from  similar  causes.  the  appearance  of  salts  of  lead  and  copper 

In  these  places  the  whole  animal  frame  in  the  blood  and  other  parts  of  the  system, 

is  subjected  to  the  influence  of  these  mine-  after  the  internal  use  of  them.    The  testi- 

lal  waters :  Uie  mucous  membrane  of  the  mony  of  John  Hunterf,  however,  is  too 

i^mentary  canal,from  the  copious  draughts  valuable  to  be  omitted.   It  was  his  opinion 

of  the  waters,  and  the  external  surface  of  **  <Aat  th»  blood  can  recent  and  retain  extraneout 

the  body,  as  well  as  the  lining  membrane  nuUter  eapabU  rf  deuroying  the  wUdt,  by  tti- 

of  the  mondiia,  are  continually  exposed  mutating  to  actunif  to  as  to  dettrey  timnj*    In 

to  the  action  of  an  atmosphere  aoounding  support  of  this  opinion  he  relates  the  case 

in  moisture  frun  evaporation  of  the  hot  of  a  house-painter,    brought    into    St 

springs,  and  holding  some  of  their  salts  in  George's  Hospital  for  fracture  of  the  thigh - 

solution.  bone,  and  who  was  also  suffering  from  the 

Those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  paralyzing  effects  of  lead  upon  the  arms 

localities  of  these  famous  springs,  situated  and  legs.    The  man  died,  ana  Mr.  Hunter 

as  they  are  at  the  bottom  of  deep  ravines,  reports  that  the  muscles  of  the  arms  had 

will  admit  how  unfiivourable  these  situur  lost  their  natural  colour:  they  were  opaque, 

tions  are  for  Uie  escape  of  these  vapours  resembling  exactly  in  appearance   parts 

ttook  between  the  high  mountains  around,  steeped  in  a  solation  of  Goulard's  extract. 

The  next  medi<nne  of  which  I  vrill  He  does  not  appear  to  have  analyzed  the 

speak,  which  affords  strong  proofs  of  its  parts  to  discover  salts  of  lead.    It  was  also 

entrance  into  the  blood,  is  mertmry.    Ad-  nil  opinion,  *^  that  whatever  is  dissolved  in 

ministered  in  very  small  doses,  we  find,  in  the  blood  must  be  only  diffused  through  it, 


constitutions,  that  preparations 


IB  tfte  animal  economy.  Med.-Chlr.  TTant.  toI.  111.  p.  220. 

Mercury,  lil;e  iodine,  appears  to  act  upon       t  On  the  Blood  and  laflui.  p.  09. 
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not  chemically  combined  with  it,  other-  deprives  so  many  animal  poiions  of  their 
wise  (he  adds)  the  nature  of  the  blood  itself    Tirulenoe  when  taken  internally, 

would  be  altered,  and  the  effect  of  medi-  This  power  of  the  animal  economT  of 

cine  destroyed."    More  accurate  knowledge  decomposing  poisons  has  been  ably  iUiit> 

now  assure  us,  that  many  substances  ad-  trated  by  Dr.  Christison,  in  the  last  edition 

ministered  internally  do  combine  chemi-  of  his  work  on  Poisons, 

cally  with  the  salts  and  albumen  of  the  Another  cause  which  prevents  the  delec- 

blood.  tion  of  various  remedies  and  poisons  in  the 

The  following  cases  are  strong  proofs  blood  is,  that  those  substances  have  been 

that  substances  taken  internally  enter  the  taken  in  very  small  quantitiesy  and  that  at 

circulation,  although  analysis  did  not  de-  present  our  powers  of  analysis  will  not  de- 

*  tect  them  there: —  tect  such  innnitessimal  molecules  diffused 

M.  Vemidre  poisoned  an  animal  with  throughout  so  large  a  mass  as  the  human 

the  nux  vomica,  and  having  taken  a  por-  blood.    It  would  he  most  unphilosopbical 

tion  of  its  blood,  he  injected  it  into  the  to  deny  that  these  substances  enter  tiie 

veins  of  another  animal,  which  perished  blood  because  we  eannot  discover  them  in 

with  the  usual  effects  of  that  poison*.  that  fluid,  after  they  have  been  taken  in- 

Dr.  Graves,  of  the  Meath  Hospital,  at  temally,  although    the  same  and  many 

Dublin,  made  known  the  case  of  a  woman  other  analogous  substances,  administered 

to  whose  epigastrium  five  successive  dozens  in  nther  larger  doses,  are  detected    by 

of  leeches  were  applied,  and  they  all  died,  careful  analysis.    It  appears  to  me  that  it 

It  is  hardly  possible  to  doubt  but  that  must  be  through  this  channel  that  s«ch 

there  must  have  been  some  peculiar  state  powerful  and  sometimes  sadden  eflbcts  are 

of  the  blood  in  this  case,  and  it  was  well  produced  on  distant  organs  by  those  very 

known  that  this  woman  had  been  taking  small  doses  of  mercuiy  whicfi  have  bean 

small  doses  of  hydrocyanic  acid  a  short  described  by  Dr.  Wilson  Philip,  in  his 

time  previous  to  the  application  of  the  late  work,  and*which  are  known  to  most 

leeches  f.  physicians  of  any  experience. 

Christison  has  mentioned  a  nearly  simi-  There  seems  no  very  obvious  mode  of 

lar  case  of  the  death  of  leeches  applied  to  explanation  of  the  manner  in  which  other 

the  epigastrium  six  hours  after  taking  a  remedies,  administered  for  a  length    of 

laive  dose  of  oxalic  acid.  time  in  still  more  minute  doses,  act  upon 

In  animals  killed  by  the  indigo  bitter,  the  system,  except  by  supposing  that  they 
or  carbazotic  acid,  the  peculiar  yellow  enter  the  blood,  and  are  carried  in  a  state 
colour  of  that  substance  is  found  pervading  of  minute  subdivision  to  every  part  of  tlie 
nearlpr  all  the  tissues  of  the  body,  proving  frame  where  the  blood  circulates, 
that  It  must  have  entered  the  organs  of  the  How  these  minute  quantities  operate 
circulation  |.  we  do  not  precisely  understand,  bat  pro- 
There  are  many  other  substances  which  bably  their  operation  is  annlogons  to  tbe 
have  powerful  effects  upon  the  animal  explanation  given  by  Dr.  Prout,  of  the 
economy,  whose  action  might  be  proved  to  agency  of  those  particles  existing  in  the 
be  upon  the  blood,  and  through  the  blood  products  of  organization,  and  which  he 
upon  the  various  organs.  has  designated  incidental  Mia:   Dr.  Proat 

But  the  same  direct  proofs  as  in  the  in-  supposes  that  these  incidental  bodies  are 

stances  of  the  alkalies  and  their  carbonates,  interposed  among  the  constituent  mole> 

of  tbe  mineral  acids,  of  iodine,  of  mercury,  cules  of  substances :  and  further,  that  the 

and  other  metallic  preparations,  cannot  molecules  of  these  incidental  bodies  are  in 

alwavs  be  satisfactorily  demonstrated.  a  state  of  strong  self-repulsion.    **  Suck 

There  is  one  most   important   cause  being  the  case,"  says  Vr.  Prout,  "  it  is  not 

which  I  think  is  hardly  ever  sufficiently  unreasonable  to  expect  that  they  may  have 

attended  to,  and  which  must  ever  prevent  the  power  of  modifying  the  arrai^ement 

our  detecting  some  of  these  substances  in  of  the  constituent  molecules  of  the  proL 

the  blood:   this  cause  is  the  well-known  ducts  of  organization,  so  as  to  account  for 

power  which  exists  in  the  human  stomach,  the  striking  differences  between  sugar  md 

and  probably  in  many  other  parts  of  the  starch,  although  the  essential  composition 

bodv,  of  decomposing  the  products  of  or-  of  these  substances  is  nearly  the  same." 

ganization,  and  causing  a  new  arrange-  In  investigating  the  operation  of  sub- 

ment  of  their  elements.  stances  introduced  into  the  animal  econo- 

This  cause  will,  therefore,  probably  ever  my,  there  is  no  necessity  of  supposing  the 

prevent  the  detection  of  the  greater  num-  particles  or  molecules  of  these  iucimital 

her  of  remedies  selected  from  the  animal  tNidies  in  a  state  of  self.repolsion.    Once 

and  vegetable  kingdom.    The  same  power  admitted  into  the  blood,  they  are  then  held 

in  solution,  or  combine  with  its  elements 

•  o       II  n         ..,««-  *"  »iven  proportions,  and  carried  to  every 

«  CbrUtInn,  2nd  edit.  p.  «W.  •  Brid|«<r.tcr  Tre.tl>e,  r-  42S. 
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minutest  capillary  vessels,  and  thus  are  the  introduction  of  others,    as  remedies, 

brought  in  contact  with  every  molecule  of  into  the  animal  economy,  produce  the  most 

the  solids  of  which  our  body  is  composed,  striking  effects, 

and  produce  effects  which  we  daily  witness.  The  presence  of  the  first  are  ordained 

Such,  I  have  attempted  to  show,  is  the  by  nature  for  the  preservation  of  health ; 
modus  operandi  of  alkalies,  neutral  salts,  the  introduction  of  the  latter  are  re- 
mineral  acids,  of  iodine,  mercury,  and  sorted  to  by  art  to  control  disease,  to 
some  other  medicines.  stimulate  the  vital  powers  to  new  actions, 

I  may  add,  in  the  words  of  Dr.  Prout,  and  thus  to  put  a  stop  to  unhealthy  opera- 

that  these  observations  on  the  effects  of  tions. 

remedies  artifidallv  introduced  into  the  In  corroboration  of  the  powerful  effects 
system,  apply  to  all  those  elementary  sub-  of  small  quantities  of  matter  introduced 
stances,  such  as  chlorine,  phosphorus,  sul-  into  laige  masses.  Dr.  Prout  has  adduced 
phar,  iron,  &c.  entering  into  the  composi-  the  beautiful  experiments  of  Herschel, 
tion  of  living  oiganized  beings.  For  no  one  who  has  shewn  that  an  enormous  power, 
element,  when  thus  assimilated,  appears  to  not  less  than  50,000  times  the  power  of 
be  in  Its  natural  state,  or  to  be  capable  of  gravity,  is  instantaneously  generated  by 
exerting  precisely  those  powers  which  it  the  simple  agency  of  common  matters  sub- 
is  known  to  exert  when  acting  in  virtue  mitted  to  galvanic  influence:  as,  for  ex- 
of  its  original  organic  properties.*'  ample,  by  the  agency  of  mercury  alloyed 

**  In  short,"  says  Dr.  Prout,  and  I  am  with  a  millionth  part  of  its  weight  of 

proud  of  this  opportunity  of  sidopting  his  sodium.    Such  facts  as  these  place  beyond 

fangriiage,  **  besides  the  essential  molecules  all  doubt  the  efficacpr  of  minute  quantities 

constituting  the  groundwork  of  a  living  of  matter  in  prodncmg  the  most  extraordi- 

organized  being,  and  which  probably  exert  nary  changes  in  larger  masses, 

on  each  other,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  ordi-  The  homoeopathic  doctrine  of  Hahne- 

nary  chemical   influences  of   matter,   it  mann  has  been  at  once  rejected  as  absurd 

would  seem  that  there  are,  at  the  same  by  practitioners  in  this  country,  on  account 

time,  diffused  throughout  the  whole  living  of  the  improbability  of  any  efficacy  in  the 

mass,  in  exceedingly  minute  proportions,  minute  doses  recommended  by  that  phy- 

various  other  matters,  the   molecules  of  sician. 

which  appear  to  be  in  a  high  state  of  self-  After  due  consideration  of  the  opinions 

repulsion,"— or,  I  would  say,  by  means  of  of  Dr.  Prout,  supported  by  the  above-men- 

their  solution  in  the  blood,  in  a  veiy  minute  tioned  experiments  of  Herschel,  upon  the 

state  of  subdivision.  power  of  small  quantities  of  matter  intro- 

"  By  these  incidental  matters  it  would  duced  into  laige  masses,  I  think  Uie  theory 

further  seem,  that  the  ordinary  chemical  of  Hahnemann  cannot   be   regarded  so 

properties  of  the  essential  elements  of  the  visionary  as  it  appears  at  first  sight. 

oiguiized  living  structure  are  variously  I  am  no  homoeopathist  mysdf,  having 

modified;  in  narticular,  that  the  essentiid  seen  that  system  most  extensively  employed 

elements  are  hindered  from  assuming  re-  in  the  great  Military  Hospital  at  Vienna, 

gular  crystalline  forms.  in  the  spring  of  1828,  by  F^fessor  Marien- 

**  Moreover,  these  incidental  matters  en-  zeller,  of  Prague,  one  of  Hahnemann's 

tering  into  the  composition  of  a  living  earliest  and  most  zealous  disciples.    The 

body,  apparently  furnish  to  the  organic  professors  of  the  Josephine  Academy  of 

agent  (or,  I  would  say,  to  the  vital  princi-  Vienna  were  ordered  by  the  Emperor  of 

pie,)  new  powers  utterly  beyond  our  com-  Austria  to  report  upon  the  ^cacy  of  this 

prehension;  which  powers  the  vital  prin-  plan  of  treatment,  and  they  came  to  the 

dple  has  been  endowed  with  the  abiliW  to  conclusion,  that  in  acute  diseases  it  is 

control  and  direct  in  any  manner  uiat,  powerless  and  useless. 

Ih>m  the  exigencies  of  the  uving  oiganized  Some  chronic  complaints  certainly  are 

being,  may  become  requisite."  benefited  as  much  under  this  system  as  by 

Now  the  existence  of  a  circulating  fluid  the  ordinary  mode  of  treatment.  Perhaps  in 

is  as  essential  to  our  ideas  of  a  highly-or-  our  country,  where  the  inhabitants  indul^ 

ganized  being  as  a  circulating  medium  is  in  large  quantities  of  animal  food,  and  m 

indispensable  to  our  conception  of  a  highly-  copious  draughts  of  fermented   liquors, 

civilized  society.   The  health  and  integrity  such  simple  means  would  not  have  coun- 

of  the  animal,  as  well  as  the  body  politic,  teracted  the  prog^ress  even  of  chronic  dis- 

depends  on  the  soundness  of  the  circulating  eases,  but  among  the  poorer  classes  on  the 

medium.     The  greatest  disorders  of  the  continent  such  is  not  the  manner  of  living, 

animal,  as  well  as  of  political  economy,  are  In  the  clinical  wards  of  Professor  Tom- 

ooeasioned  by  the  slightest  change,  the  masini,  of  Bologna,  I  have  seen  cases  of 

smallest  depreciation  of  this  pabulum  vitas  acute  pneumonia  successfully  treated  with 

<-^tibis  main-spring  of  action.    It  appears,  repeated  doses  of  the  tartarized  antimony, 

then,  probable,  that  the  pre-existence  of  and  the  application  of  a  few  leeches  to  tlie 

some  of  these  incidental  bodies,  as  well  as  chest,  which  would  have  terminated  fatally 
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if  a  plethoric  EnffliBhnuui  hsd  been  the  lort  of  pain,  which  the  thoaglit  was 

patient  lo  treated.  Aeamatic.    One  day  she  aocidenUlly 

These  obseirations  may  therefore  render  struck  her  hip  against  the  comer  of  the 

it  probable,  that  much  smaller  doses  than  gide-boaid,  and  hnrt  herself  seTerely  in 

practitioners  in  ^eral  are  in  the  habit  of  ^^^  fy\i .  i^q^  ^he  was  led  to  attrihnte  to 

emplojring  in  this  country,  when  adminis-  ^^^  f^  ^],g  nature  of  the  cfil  which  af* 

tered  ludiciously,  may  produce  effecU  ar  ^^^^,^8  took  place.    Soon  after  the  ac- 

beyond  what  is  commonly  behered.  cident,  she  obeerred  that  there  was  a 

jThus  far  I  have  •tt«npt^  S«^i!lfSf  sweUing  at  the  part-«  tumor ;  first,  she 

the  correspondence  between  the  effects  or  »  i«-««  •-  •   kpn*«  mmt   whi<^Ji 

some  active  substances  upon  the  blood  as  »y»»  •*  »?K«  "  *  /»«"  •  «W»  ^if^ 

rSaroTorUiebodT,  an^lnpon  thesolids  giiduaUj  wcrei-ed  to  the  size  of  her 

and  fluids  of  the  body  whenladministered  fi«t,  and  that  this  tumor  beat,  or  pol- 

as  internal  remedies.    I  hare  adduced  still  sated,  reiy  stronjrly  (ss  she  expressed 

further  proofs  of  the  action  of  remedies  herself  to  me),  ^  like  her  heart.**     It 

through  the  blood,  from  the  fact,  that  some  went  on  increasing  during  the  whole  of 

powerful  substances  taken  in  very  small  the  year,  until  at  last,  findinff*  nothing 

quantities  into  the  stomach  can  be  after-  could  be  done  for  her— her  disease  be- 

wards  discovered  by  their  sensible  proper-  j^g.  considered  to  be  a  common  tumor — 

ties  and  by  chemical  analysis  in  the  blood  ^j,^  ^^^^       ^  London, 

and  secretions ;  and  I  have  rentnred  to  ofler  j^  ^^  ^^^  ^f          considerable  size, 

*1??^!S'**''"  ^-^^ /'^^^^f;!!!!!!^™^!!    «  Iwge  as  an  adult  head,  situated  upon 

o^s  o/thVbody:  ^  w  to  prevent  her  lyingou  that  sidc^  or 

^  ''  even  on  her  back.    When  she  laiiaea 

CTobecondadwiinournextNo.]  ^^  ^^  stcam-boat  at  Wapping,  the 

^_^____^^ tumor  was  so  uncomfortable  to  tier,  from 

its  size,  that  she  dreaded  coining  up  to 

c  A  8  B  this  end  of  the  town  in  a  coach,  and  I 

or  went  to  see  her.    I  raendon  this,  be- 

MALIGNANT    TUMOR,    SIMULAT-    c?"!®,  after  the  operation,  ^    tumor 

iv/a  Av  ANiTTTnffiif .  diminished  so  much,  and    became    so 

INO  AN  ANEURISM;  ^^^  ^j^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^y^  ^^  ^  ^^  ^ 

IN  WHICH  THE  COMMON  iLUc  WAS  TIED.      coach  vcrv  Well,  and  suffered  no  incon- 

^    .^   I  J  •      r>f  '    t  T  ^  vcnience  from  it. 

Ai  dHaiUd  m  a  CUmeal  Lecture,  ^j^^^  j  ^^  y^^  ^^  Wapping,  I  ex- 

Bt  O.  J.  OuTHRiB,  Esq.  amined  the  tumor  very  carefuUr,  and 

8oT«c<m  to  tb«  Wettminittr  Ho.pitid.  ^w  ^r  some  time  under  considerable 

doubt  whether  it  was  a  malignant  tumor 
"""  or  really  was  an  aneurism ;  however,  I 
I  MENTIONED,  in  a  clinical  lecture,  in  at  last  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was 
August  last,  that  I  had  tied  the  com-  the  latter,  firmly  bound  down  by  the 
mon  iliac  artery,  and  subsequently  I  great  gluteus  muscle,  which  gave  it  a 
stated  that  the  operation  had  been  degree  of  consistence,  and  at  the  same 
successful.  I  did  not  say  any  thing  time  rendered  the  pulsation  less  distinct, 
more  at  that  tune,  because  there  was  although  it  was  very  manifest  in  every 
still  a  doubt  remaining  upon  my  part ;  and  on  putting  the  ear  to  it,  the 
mind  as  to  there  being  a  complication  buzzing  sound  attendant  ujpon  the  flow* 
of  disease ;  and  I  was  anxious,  there-  ing  of  blood  into  an  aneunsm  could  be 
fore,  to  delay  communicstin||^  any  thing  very  distinctly  heard,  and  it  was  yeiy 
like  a  result  until  such  time  as  the  audible  previously  to  the  operation  he- 
cure  might  be  said  to  be  thoroughly  ing  performed. 

completcMi,  bj   the    disappearance    of  Under  these  cireumstances,  on  seeing 

every  remaining  vestige  of  disease.  that  if  any  thing  was  to  done,  it  could 

llfnfortunately  this  aid  not  take  place,  only  be  the  serious  operation  of  ^ing 

The  person  died  on  the  13th  April  last,  the  internal  iliac  artery,  I  recommended 

and^  I    have  now  the  opportunity  of  her  husband  to  have  a  consultation  of 

exhibiting  the  drawings  that  were  made  two  or  three  of  the  most  eminent  sur- 

of  the  diseased  parts,  and  also  of  giving  geons  in  London.    He  was  so  good  as 

a  complete  history  of  the  case.  to  say,  as  he  did  not  know  any  body,  I 

The  lady  had  laboured  for  a  long  might  please  myself.     I  therefore,  as 

time  under  pain  in  her  hip— -a  fugitive  Sir   Astley  Cooper,    Mr.    Keate,    Mr. 
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Thomas,  and  myself,  letnmed  together  inch,  carrying  it  upwards  and 

in  the  evening',  from  the  Coort  of  Ex-  nally  inwards  towards  the  edge  of  The 

aminers,  mentioned  the  case  to  them,  rectus  muscle  above  the  umbilicus,  so 

'    "^  requested  they  would  see  the  pa-  that  the  incision  was  between  six  and 

»«ent ;    not,  however,    in  consultation,  seven  inches  long.    I  may  state,  diat  if 

for  as  I  had  some  doubts  of  the  nature  the  incision  is  made  in  the  side,  from  the 

of  the  case,  I  wished  them  to  see  her  ribs  to  the  ilium,  in  a  straight  line,  the 

8eparately--that  each  should  write  his  greatestpossible  difficulty  is  experienced 

opinion  as  to  the  nature  of  the  disease,  in  turning  over  the  pentoneum  so  as  to 

and  that  mine  should  be  there  for  them,  place  your  finger  upon  the  last  vertebra; 

and  they  should  see  it  after  they  had  nut  if  a  diagonal  inclination  be  given 

each  written  his  own  opinion.   This  was  towards  the  rectus  muscle,  not  opening 

with  a  view  to  prevent  any  yielding  its  sheath  so  as  to  expose  it,  but  carry- 

one  to  another,  which  might  take  place  ing  the  incision  fuDy  up  to  that  part, 

in  a  doubtful  matter;  and  I  had  some  then  there  is  room  to  turn  over  the  peri- 

doubts  whether  the  diagnosis  was  posi-  toneum,  with  its  contents,  so  as  to  get 

tively  correct    These  gentlemen  saw  at  the  artery. 

the  patient  separately,  each  wrote  his  After  dividing,  then,  the  skin  and 
opinion,  and  at  the  conclusion  there  the  common  integuments,  the  three 
was  a  difierence.  Sir  Astley  Cooper  muscles  were  of  course  also  divided 
and  Mr.  Thomas  thought  it  was  an  in  layers ;  the  divinon  of  the  latter, 
aneurism,  and  that  the  only  operation  the  transversalis,  was  attended  with 
was  that  of  tying  the  iliac  artery ;  Mr.  very  considerable  difficulty,  inasmuch 
Keate  had  more  doubts,  and  was  in-  as  ^  there  was  little  fascia  transver- 
clined  to  think  it  was  a  malignant  tn-  salis,  and  the  peritoneum  was  re- 
mor  rather  than  an  aneurism ;  but  on  markably  thin, — as  diin  as  Uie  ^mmon 
finding  there  was  a  difierence  of  opinion,  white  silver  paper,  or  nearly  so,  that  is 
he  returned  the  next  day,  examined  the  used  for  ordinary  purposes.  On  attempt- 
case  again,  and  came  to  the  conclusion  ing  to  reach  the  under  part,  on  the  in- 
that  it  was  an  aneurism,  and  that  the  side  of  the  Uium,  so  as  to  push  the  peri- 
operation  ought  to  be  done.  toneum  over.  I  found  this  could  not  be 

The  result  of  this  was,  that  we  de-  done ;  that  toe  tumor  had  extended  in- 

cided  upon  placing  a  ligature  on  the  in-  wards ;  and  some^  bleeding  took  place 

temal  iliac  artenr,  and  the  lady  went  from  the  large  veins  which  surrounded 

into  the  Ophthalmic  Hospital  for  that  it,  givine  rise  to  the  caution  not  to  pro- 

purpose — not  as  a  JKMr  woman,  but  ceed  farSier  in  that  direction.    At  this 

merely  for  the  sake  of^  having  her  under  moment,  in  spite  of  the  greatest  possible 

more  particular  oWrvation :  she  was  to  care  that  could  be  taken  by  Mr.  Keate, 

pay  her  own  expenses,  and  she  gave  j610.  who  protected  the  peritoneum,  a  little 

to  the  institution.    I  told  her  we  opera-  nick  took  place  in  it,  and  the  small  in- 

tion  was  of  a  kind  so  severe  and  so  dan-  testine  made  its  appearance  below.    I 

gerous  that  it  could  not  be  performed  then  tried  to  gain  a  greater  extent  of 

unless  she  was  under  proper  observation ;  room  upwards :  but  where  the  tendon  of 

and  she  had  the  upper  floor  to  herself.  the  transversaus  passes  directly  across 

On  the  24th  August  I  proceeded  to  to  form  the  sheath  from  the  lower  ribs, 
the  operation,  diese  three  gentlemen,  as  the  peritoneum  is  usuaUy  so  exceed- 
well  as  two  or  three  others,  being  pre-  in^ly  thin,  and  so  closely  attached 
sent;  and  I  may  now  say,  that  she  had  to  it,  that  it  can  scarcely  be  separated 
been  seen  by  a  nf^  hospital  surgeon  in  but  with  the  greatest  difficulty.  I 
this  town  (which  I  was  not  aware  of  at  knew  this  from  an  operation  of  a  si- 
the  time,  though  I  afterwards  heard  it),  milar  kind  which  1  performed  at 
and  he  adso  pronounced  it  an  aneurismal  the  Westminster  Hospital  the  year  be- 


table,  as  much  on  her  back  as  the  tumor  well  aware  of  the  great  probability  of 

would  allow,  and  by  making  an  incision  its  being  wounded  at  this  part,  that  I 

upon  the  fore  part  of  the  belly  extend-  took  double  precaution ;  but  in  spite  of 

ing,  beginning  below  the  inside  of  the  all  the  care  that  could  be  taken,  this 

anterior  spine  of  the  ilium,  about  an  part  of  the  peritoneum  was  opened,  and 
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the  right  lobe  of  the  liver  made  its  ap-  iliac  artery  rises  with  tlie  peritoneum, 

pearance  tlirough  it.    The  opening  on  which  I  believe  the  vein  does  not.     My 

the  fore  part  of  the  belljr  was  not  large  finger  then,  resting  upon  the  spine,  wts 

enough  to  admit  the  two  hands,  and  beneath  the  yessel  I  was  searching  irir 

there  were  two  openings  in  the  peri  to-  Mr.  Keate  endeavoured  to  raise  the  p^ 

neura,  one  above,  and  Ute  other  below,  ritoneum,  to  give  me  an  opportunity,  if 

each  of  them  much  disposed  to  increase  possible,  of  seeing  the  vessel ;  but  that 

in  size  by  the  moving  of  the  patient ;  was  quite  out  of  the  question ;  the  inci- 

and  the  operation  did  not  seem  to  be  sion,  howerer  long,  was  not  sufficient 

the  most  agreeable  one  that  could  be  to  allow  this  to  be  done.    Howerer,  on 

performed.    The  peritoneum,  however,  raising  the  peritoneum  a  IttUe,  he  felt 

being  separated  a  little  from  the  poste-  the  pulsation  of  the  external  iliac  ar- 

rior  wall  of  the  abdomen  from  the  out-  tery;  and  I  now  then,  passing  my  fin. 

side,  four  fingers  of  one  hand  could  now  ger  upwards,  found  the  common  iliac 

be  introduce  under  it,  and  turned  a  adhering  to  the  peritoneum.     I  s^a- 

little  oyer  towards  the  opposite  side.  rated  it  carefully  with  the  point  of  the 

There  is  a  point  here  of  great  impor-  fore  finger  of  the  right  hand,  with  the 

tance  to  recollect,  and  it  is,  that  the  pe-  finger  and  thumb  of  the  left— for  no 

ritoneum  must  be  raised  over  without  more  room  could  be  given-*I  passed 

the  hand  being  pushed  back  towards  tlie  the    aneurismal    needle,     and    plaeed 

posterior  wall  oi  the  abdomen  but  as  lit-  a  common  thread  ligature  (now  on  the 

tie  as  can  be  avoided ;  for  there  is  some  table)  round  the  artery,  which  was  done 

fat  usually  at  that  part,  if  there  be  any  without  seeing  it     In  an  operation  like 

to  be  found  in  the  body,  and  behind  this,  you  must  have  your  eyes  at  the 

which  you  are  ver^  apt  to  get  in  |)er-  extremities    of  the  fingers,  and  your 

forming  the  operation,  insteiKl  of  going  head  in  your  hand.     I  could  bring  the 

in  the  m>nt;  and  if  you  do,  itleuis  to  artery  a  little   forward,    by  means  of 

the  under  edge  of  the  psoas  muscle  in-  the  aneurismal  needle  which  was  un- 

stead  of  the  upper,  and  renders  the  ope-  demeath  it ;  and  in  this  manner  it  was 

ration  much  more  difficult.  brought  into  view.     It  appeared  to  be 

The  peritoneum  being  now  separated  perfectly  clear ;  and  I  ciuculated,  from 

firom  benind,  and  carefully  turned  over,  feeling  the  division  of  the  aorta  above, 

I  found  I  could  only  get  one  hand,  or  a  that  &e  artery  was  tied  exactly  in  the 

little  more,  undemeaUi  in  search  of  the  middle. 

artei^,  and  that  no  more  room  could  be  I  now  requested  Sir  Astley  Cooper  to 
obtained  by  increasing  the  incision  upon  satisfy  himself  that  it  was  the  artery  ; 
the  fore  part  of  the  belly.  Under  these  which  he  did.  I  asked  Mr.  Thomas  to 
circumstances  it  became  obvious,  that  to  do  the  same ;  but  he  turned  up  his  eyea, 
seek  in  the  dark,  without  being  able  to  as  much  as  to  say,  '*  You  are  about  iu 
have  the  advantage  of  sight,  for  the  in-  as  pretty  a  scrape  as  any  man  who  has 
temal  iliac  artery,  which  can  hti'dlr  committed  legal  murder."  However, 
be  found  at  any  time  but  with  dim-  the  ligature  which  is  before  you  was  ap- 
cttlty,  was  not  likely  to  be  attended  with  plied  around  the  artery,  and  the  pulsa. 
success,  and  I  therefore  determined  tion  ceased.  I  then  asked  Sir  Astley 
upon  placing  the  ligature  on  the  com-  Cooper  if  the  pulsation  had  ceased,  and 
mon  trunk  of  the  artery.  In  order  to  he  said,  *'  Perfectly ;  not  the  slightest 
efiect  this,  I  separated  the  peritoneum,  was  to  be  felt."  The  ligature  was 
passed  mjr  finger  across  the  psoas  mus-  twisted,  the  peritoneum  pushed  down  to 
cle  until  it  rested  upon  the  fifVh  lumbar  its  place,  and  the  parts  brought  together, 
vertebra ;  and  I  now  thought,  of  course,  care  being^  taken  that  the  two  cut  portions 
that  I  must  feel  the  common  iliac  ar-  of  the  peritoneum  should  be  pushed  well 
tery;  it  was  not,  however,  to  be  felt  under  the  skin,  so  that  they  might  not  be 
I  passed  my  finger  up  as  high  as  the  in  the  line  ofthe  incision,  that  they  might 
fourth  lumbar  vertebra,  trusting  that  I  be  covered  with  fresh  parts,  and  might 
should  feel  the  end  of  the  aorta;  but  adhere  one  to  the  other.  Three  long  su- 
even  that  could  not  be  felt,  from  a  cir-  tures,  and  three  or  four  smaller  ones, 
cumstance  that  I  was  satisfied  had  oc-  were  put  in  just  through  the  skin,  in 
curred  in  the  previous  operation,  which  order  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  the 
is  not  known  in  surgery,  but  which  I  parts  bursting  asunder  from  the  move- 
will  now  state :  it  is,  that  the  common  ment  of  the  patient.     Thus  this,  the 
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most  formidable  operation  I  e^er  per-  with  pain ;  but  the  latter  was  materiall j 
formed,  was  accomplished.  It  was  not  diminished,  thoucph  not  alto^^ether  re- 
formidable  from  the  bleeding*,  but  from  moved,  by  the  abstraction  of  fourteen 
the  circumstance  that  room  could  not  be  ounces  of  blood.  At  11  o'clock  at  night 
cot  for  the  introduction  of  the  two  I  left  directions  with  Mr.  Hancock,  in 
hands ;  and  strange  as  it  mav  appear,  case  of  a  return  of  pain  and  increase  of 
the  whole  safety  and  ease  in  doing  the  the  pulse,  that  she  should  be  again 
o^ration  consist  in  the  incision  being  bled ;  and  at  four  o'clock  in  the  mom- 
so  large  at  the  fore  part  of  the  belly  ing  he  took  fourteen  ounces  more,  mak- 
that  the  bowels  and  the  peritoneum  ing  twenty-eight  ounces  altogether  on 
may  be  freely  turned  over  by  the  two  the  second  morning  aAer  the  operation, 
expanded  hands,  so  that  you  can  see  She  had  not  afler  that  a  bad  symptom, 
what  is  going  on  underneath.  In  the  I  took  care  not  to  have  her  bowels 
former  case,  we  whole  parts  could  be  moved  for  the  first  four  days,  and  then 
seen  in  the  peritoneum  distinctly,  and  they  were  gently  opened  by  the  exhibi- 
several  gentlemen  not  in  the  profession  tion  of  an  enema  of  sulphate  of  mag- 
saw  the  iliac  artery  in  its  natural  situa-  nesia,  which  was  accomplished  with 
tion.  I  have  no  nesitatiou  in  saying,  little  difficulty,  and  was  no  inconve- 
that,  in  the  manner  I  have  described,  the  nience  to  her  whatever, 
operation  of  applying  a  ligature  on  the  The  temperature  of  the  limb,  afler 
aorta  might  be  accomplished  without  the  operation,  diminished,  but  not  much; 
the  least  difficulty.  I  could  as  easily  and  I  attribute  it  to  a  method  which 
have  tied  the  aorta  as  the  common  iliac  I  adopted  on  the  former  occasion,  and 
artery;  it  was  only  necessary  to  have  which  I  shall  adopt  in  every  instance 
gone  an  inch  higher.  If  at  any  future  in  which  I  may  again  have  to  per- 
period  it  is  necessary  to  pass  a  ligature  form  the  operation.  It  was  that  of 
round  the  aorta,  it  is  in  this  way  the  having  two  persons  constantly  with  her 
operation  should  be  performed.  day  and  night  to  rub  the  Imib ;   and 

But  this  operation  will  lead  to  a  not  brick,  or  hot  bottles  of  water, 
another  important  result;  I  believe  it  together  with  flannel,  were  applied  to 
win  prove  that  it  will  never  be  neces-  the  feet,  of  the  temperature  from  130^ 
«ary  again  to  put  a  ligature  upon  the  to  140^.  One  rubbed  the  lower  part 
aorta.  It  has  been  twice  attempted,  of  the  limb,  and  the  other  the  upper ; 
and  in  both  cases  the  patients  lost  and  they  did  this  continually  for  toree 
their  lives,  just  as  they  would  have  done  days  and  nights.  I  believe  it  washy 
if  the  operation  had  not  been  performed,  this  means  that  the  circulation  of  the  liroD 
If  you  examine  the  parts  in  the  dead  was  in  a  great  measure  preserved.  The 
body,  you  will  find  that  if  you  can  only  friction  was  very  slight,  so  as  not  to  in- 
apply  a  ligature  three  quarters  of  an  jure  the  cuticle.  If  an  interval  of  a 
inch  from  ttie  termination  of  the  iliac  few  minutes  elapsed,  a  hot  towel  was 
on  one  side,  that  it  requires  little  know-  put  upon  the  limb.  The  patient  occa- 
ledge  to  pass  one  over  the  iliac  artery  of  sionally  dozed  a  little,  but  the  same 
the  oppoisite  side ;  so  that,  when  an  gentle  friction  was  kept  up. 
aneurism  has  been  formed,  and  you  can-  She  had  not  aflerwardsa  oad  symptom ; 
not  tie  the  iliac  artery  of  the  side  in  and  on  the  19th  September  Jthe  ligature 
which  the  disease  is  situated,  you  may  came  away.  You  will  observe  it  was 
be  enabled  to  do  it  in  the  way  I  did  this  a  small  thread  ligature,  and  the  noose 
operation  from  the  opposite  side,  and  it  was  tied  romarkably  tight. 
is  not  rendered  neeessarv  to  tie  the  great  Another  point  deserving  of  great  at- 
trunk  of  the  aorta  at  ail.  That  is  one  tention  is,  that  the  tumor  immediately 
of  the  most  important  results  which  I  subsided ;  for  the  next  morning  it  be- 
think may  be  deduced  from  the  opera-  came  much  flatter ;  it  rapidly  dimi- 
tion  I  have  described.  nished  in  size ;  it  became  sonerin  every 

Perhaps  the  most  extraordinary  part  direction ;  and  at  the  end  of  a  month  it 

of  the  history  of  this  case  is  yet  to  was  diminished  one-half;  and  she  could 

come.    The  patient   suffered    little  or  now  turn  over  and  lie  on  her  back,  and 

nothing  from  it:  she  was  put  to  bed  also  on  her  side;  and  thero  was  every 

afler   the    operation,   which  was  per-  fair   reason    for  believing   that  it  was 

formed  on  the  Saturday;  and  there  was  being  absorbed,  as  is  the  case  in  aneu- 

BO  augmentation  of  the  pulse  till  Sunday  rism,  and  every  body  looked  forward  to 

evening,  when  it  arose  to  120,  attended  ultimate   success.     The    Chevalier  de 

347.— XI  v.  2  Q 
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Graefe,  about  this  time,  saw  the  case,  and  teeD  inches ;  and,  from  the  middle  of  ibe 

he  was  satisfied  that  it  was  fi^oiug  on  well,  lower  ribs  to  the  trochanter^  thirteen 

and  that  the  tumor  would   ultimatelj  inches.    On  touching  the  crista  of  the 

disappear.     The    onl^  observation   he  ilium,  it  felt  externally  as  if  it  were 

made  was  this,  that,  mstead  of  rubbing  broken    or  loose.     The  measurements 

the  limb  in  the  manner  I  had  done,  he  upon  the  opposite  side,  from  tlie  same 

should   have  applied  cold  water.     He  points,  were  ten  inches  and  three-quar- 

thought  that  the  best  waj  to  prevent  ters  from  the  trochanter  to  the  lower  ribs, 

mortification  taking  place,  under  such  On  opening  the  abdomen,  the  colon 

circumstances,  was  the  application   of  was   observecT  adhering   firmly  to   the 

cold,  instead   of   warmth.     I   mention  peritoneum   (that  must  have  been  the 

this  to  show  the  difference  of  opinion  part  where  the  cut  was  made),  and  the 

among  doctors ;  and  if  such  an  opera-  tumor   was  found  to  extend  up  to  the 

tion  comes  before  you,  you  may  adopt  kidney.     The  internal  part  ot  the  to. 

which  plan  you  please.  mor  had  all  the  appearance  of  a  large 

In    the    course  of  two    months  the  half  organized  mass;  in  one  part  near 

wound  healed,  except  at  one  small  point,  it  the  vessels  were  of  a   livid   coloar, 

and  she  had  no  farther  inconvenience  but  the  rest  of  it  was  more  of  a  yeliow 

fmm  it.    The  tumor,  towards  the  middle  hue,  and  had  the  genuine  appearanoe 

of  December,  had  diminished  more  than  of  the  tumor  called  fungus  hiematodes. 

one  half;  but  she  suffered  considerable  With  respect  to  the  external  tumor,  no 

pain  ;  her  health  became  bad  in  town,  proper  idea  can  be  formed  of  it  without 

and  T  sent  her  to  Brompton,  and  there  regular  drawing  of  the  whole    bod^, 

the  pain  ceased,  under  the  use  of  qui-  but  the  dimensions  formerly  given  will 

nine  and   morphia,  in  large  doses;  so  convey  an  accurate  notion  o?  its  size. 

Uiat  she  became  tolerably  well,  and  was  The  surface  of  the   skin  was  of  a  na- 

enabled  to  sit  up,  to  walk  about,  and  to  tural  appearance,  as  it   was  when    I 

ride  in  a  carriage  to  the  steam-boat,  and  saw    it.       Upon    being    cut    into,  the 

embark  for  Scotland.  whole  tumor  was  composed  of  a  sub- 

When  she  arrived  in  Scotland   the  stance    resembling  half  putrid   brain, 

tumor  ceased  to  diminish,  the  pains  in-  but    more    organized,    and    gradually 

creased,  and  she  suflfered  'a  great  deal ;  putting  on  more  of  a  brain-like  appear- 

the  tumor  fpudually  began   again  to  ance. 

enlarge,  and  increased  very  considerably,  With  regard   to  the  state  of  the  ar- 

until  the  30th  of  April,  when  she  died,  teries,  the  aorta  was  quite  healthy,  and 

exhausted  by  disease.  divided  at  the  usual  place;  in  fact,  all 

I  made  it  my  particular  business  to  the  arteries  of  the  len  side  were  re^- 

correspond  with  tne  husband,  and  with  lar  and  healthy,  and  presented  nothing 

a  gentleman  in  Scotland,  to  have  the  remarkable,  unless  that  the  internal  iliac 

body  opened,  in  order  that  we  might  was  rather  larger  than  the  external ;  and 

know  tne  nature  of  the  disease.     I  had  on    the    right  side   the   common   iliac 

then  no  doubt  that  it  was  a  malignant  artery   was    obliterated    nearly    in  its 

disease,  accompanying    an   aneurismal  middle. 

tumor,  which  was  supposed  to  exist  in  The  ligature  was  applied  precisely 
the  part :  ly wever,  it  was  of  no  conse-  at  the  spot  where  you  see  a  partial 
quence  to  me  what  it  was,  so  long  as  depression.  When  the  common  iliac 
we  became  thoroughly  acquainted  with  of  one  side  was  compared  with  that  of 
the  state  of  the  parts  afterwards ;  and,  the  other,  it  was  found  to  be  three- 
incompliance  with  my  request,  the  bus-  eighths  of  an  inch  shorter:  there  is  a 
band  yielded  against  his  own  wish  to  little  difference  in  (he  natural  state,  bat 
an  examination  of  the  body  j  and  I  will  not  so  much  as  that  The  difference 
now  give  you  the  heads  of  the  vola-  between  the  two  was  evident,  as  well 
minous  report  made  on  the  subject  as  the  narrowing  in  the  centre,  where 

When  they  opened  the  body  it  ap-  the  lijgature  was  applied, 

peared  to  be  an  extraordinary  spectacle  A  little  opening  was  made  in  the  artery 

of  emaciation  and  deformity,  particn-  above  and  below  where  the   ligature 

larly  at  the  lower  part  of  the  trunk,  on  was  tied,  in  order  to  observe  the  state  of 

the  right  side,  by  the  formation  of  an  the  vessel;  and  it  appeared  that  it  was  per- 

immense  tumor,  which  measured  from  vious  to  within  the  eighth  of  an  inch  on 

a  point,  midway  between  the  navel  and  each  side  of  it;  so  that  die  ligature  just  cut 

symphysis  pubis  and  trochanter,  nine-  theartery  through,  and  the  two  cut  edges 
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united  by  adhesiTC  inflatnmation  above  nostic  mark  between  an  aneurismal  tu- 

find  below,  without  forming  a  coagul urn,  mor    and  one  like  that  of  which  this 

and  witliout  diminishing  up  to  the  next  lady  was  the  subject.    The  only  thinfi" 

collateral  branch  -—a  fact  which  I  have  which  could  be  done  in  addition,  would 

said  always  existed — but  which  is  miite  be  to  push  a  grooved  needle  into  the 

contrary  to  the  received  opiniona  of  the  tumor;  when  some  medullary  matter,  if 

E resent  day.  The  artery,  then,  earned  any,  might  come  away  in  the  groove, 
lood  from  August  to  Mar  down  to  I  may  add,  that  the  disease  destroyed 
the  point  of  obliteration,  and  returned  it  through  the  bones;  and  that  the  head 
apwardsto  the  same  point;  and, strange  of  the  femur  was  found  lying  in  the 
to  say,  the  internal  iliac  was  larger  on  middle  of  the  tumor  itself, 
that  side  than  on  the  other,  and  the  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  a  great  many 
external  iliac  quite  as  large,  so  that  the  eflTorts  have  been  made  bv  different 
circulation  appeared  to  be  fully  esta-  persons  to  get  drawings  of  this  case, 
blished.  The  principal  arteries  for  ef-  I  do  not  know  why  gentlemen  should 
fecting  this  seemed  to  have  been  the  have  been  so  anxious  respecting  it. 
epi^fastric  and  circumflexa  ilii,  both  of  The  doctor  who  attended  the  lady 
which  were  enlarged  ;  the  latter,  it  in  Scotland  tells  me  that  he  has  been 
was  thought,  had  acquired  double  its  applied  to  by  persons  in  all  parts  of  the 
natural  size.  The  arteries  of  the  pelvis  country,  wanting  to  get  the  artery,  or 
must  have  communicated  freelr.  a  drawing,  that  they  might  make  the 
In  the  first  place,  then,  tnere  was  case  pubuc.  All  I  can  say  is,  they 
in  this  case  a  large  tumor,  as  large  as  know  little  of  me  to  suppose  that,  oceu- 
an  aneurism,  possessing  its  pulsation,  pyiofiT  ^^  responsible  station  I  do,  I 
having  the  peculiar  sound  which  an  snould  not  be  the  first  person  to  give  a 
aneunsmal  tumor  is  supposed  to  have,  case  of  this  kind  to  the  public.  It  is 
which  we  were  all  guided  by,  and  true  there  has  been  a  mistake ;  but  to 
which  proved  to  be  not  an  aneurism,  imagine  that  I  sfaoiild  hesitate  for  a 
Now,  that  a  mistake  was  made  is  quite  moment  te  oomrnimicate  to  the  pn>- 
clear;  but  my  regret  is^  that  if  a  simi*  fessioiial  puUic  tiiat  wbidi  might  be 
lar  case  were  to  occur  again,  I  do  not  d  advantage  to  them  or  to  mankind, 
know  bow  to  remedy  the  evil.  I  know  is  a  sort  of  thing  I  do  not  under- 
we  HUgiK  have  done  nothing ;  but  the  stand.  I  only  know,  that  if  I  had  an 
next  case  attended  by  these  symptoms  opportunity  of  getting  a  drawing  or  a 
may  be  aneurism.  Sir  Astley  Cooper  preparation  illustrating  a  case  of  tliis 
said,  "  I  had  a  similar  case  to  this  some  kind  which  belonged  to  any  one.  in- 
years  ago,  and  I  recommended^n  ope-  stead  of  asking  for  it  to  publish  it 
ration ;  it  was  before  operations  were  myself,  on  the  contrary,  I  should  have 
so  common  upon  the  great  vessels,  and  g^ne  to  them  and  said,  '*  I  am  delighted 
the  man  did  not  choose  to  submit  to  it  uiat  I  have  procured  this,  which  you 
He  went  into  the  country;  the  aneu-  could  not;  it  is  yours,  and  you  snail 
rismal  tumor  increased  inwardly,  and  be  the  peraon  to  avail  jourself  of  mak- 
bjirst  into  the  bladder;  and  he  bled  ing  the  public  acquamted  with  it*-' 
to  death  —  he  noured  out  blood  through  But,  then, diflTerent  people  have  different 
the  bladder  till  he  died."  Either,  then,  modes  of  proceeding.  I  believe,  how- 
we  must  leave  patients,  under  these  ever,  there  is  only  one  right  course  ^ 
circumstances,  to  die,  when  an  (^ra-  that  of  unflinching  honesty  and  truth. 
tioQ,  which  has  been  successful,  might  Now,  so  far  from  having  the  least  de- 
be  performed,  and  would  cure  the  pa-  sire  to  conceal  any  part  of  the  case,  I 
tient,  or  we  must  sometimes  consent  was  very  desirous  Uiat  it  should  be 
to  an  operation,  even  when  we  are  in  known  to  all  mankind,  and  therefore 
doubt.  I  declare,  that  in  this  case  we  I  gave  myself  a  ^^at  deal  of  trouble 
all  had  a  doubt  as  to  the  matter;  we  to  procure  the  information,  which  I 
all  came  to  the  conclusion,  that  it  was  have  laid  before  you,  and  which  no  one 
more  in  favour  of  aneurism  than  any  but  myself  coula  have  obtained.  No- 
thing else ;  and  we  all  assented  to  the  thing  out  my  request  could  haye  in- 
operation,  without  the  least  doubt  as  duced  the  husbana  to  allow  the  body 
to  the  propriety  of  it.  And,  as  I  be-  to  be  opened.  And  had  I  in  the  most 
fore  said,  I  only  regret,  that  if  a  simi-  indirect  way  in  the  world  expressed 
lar  case  were  to  occur  to-morrow,  I  a  wish  to  the  contrary,  it  could  not 
should  not  be  able  to  point  out  a  diag-  have  been    done.      But  I   have  gone 
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farther:  I  bave  got  Dot  onljr  a  dnw-  two  bundred  copies  to  be  strucic  ofT  fiir 

ins,    bat  a  lithographic  plate,   which  myseir,  and  then^aiiy  penonwhochoosea 

will  enable  ererj  person  who  looks  at  la  paj  for  a  copy  majr  bare  it  *. 
it  u>  know  all  about  it.    I  have  ordered 


or  diseases  b^  which  human  nature  ma; 
be  afflicted,  is  unquestionably  a  neces- 
sarj,  Ihourh   not  rery  gralerul,    task. 

Sir.  .  it  is  an  occupation  not  ollen  impoMd 

You   will  obliire  me  by  pablishiDz,  at  "PSIJ  "'■..  . .  .    , 

your    conrem2liw,    the   accompanying         The  dwease  to  which  I  am  about  to 

paper  on  the  dislocation  of  tbeitnu  ^Ui"le,  from  the  peculiar  riofence  which 

Hilua.— I  am.  sir,  "  "ecessary  for  lU  produc"™   "»»"• 


liie  two  cases  which  I  shall  ii 
atelj  detail,  I  cannot  believe  ti 
isolated  as  to  be  tbe  only  exam 


To   commnnicate    to     the  profrtsion     -,;j'^i„^*VK 
any   addition  to  tbe  existing  catalogue    wmdm  iietnud.- 
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tbe  kind;  althongfh  such  an  inference  cnrred  was  immediately  apparent,  by 
might  be  drawn  from  the  absolute  si-  the  projection  which  was  presented  just 
lence  of  authors  upon  the  subject  above  the  os  calcis,  and  the  absence  of 
The  only  mode  ny  which  this  silence  any  other  ver^  apparent  change  in  the 
can  be  accounted  for,  is  by  assuming  relatire  position  of  the  other  bones, 
that  the  affection  must  have  been  con-  The  tendo  achillis  was  pressed  back* 
founded  with  other  affections  of  the  wards  by  the  displaced  astragalus,  so  as 
same  region,  or  that  it  may  have  been  to  describe  an  angle  of  about  forty  de- 
more  complicated  than  in  the  cases  I  grees ;  and  at  one  point  it  had  reached 
am  about  to  detail.  so  near  to  the  surlace,  that  vesication 
The  accident  to  which  I  allude  is,  of  the  skin  was  produced  directlv  over  it. 
complete  dislocation  backward  of  the  Upon  more  careful  examination,  there 
astragalus,  the  relative  position  of  could  be  no  doubt  about  the  nature  of 
other  bones  having  been  scareely  dis-  the  accident  That  the  projection  of  the 
turbed,  and  no  communication  being  tendo  achillis  was  produced  by  the 
established  with  the  exterior.  To  de-  astragalus  was  certain,  for  there  was  no 
monstrate  the  difficulty  with  which  this  fracture  of  the  tibia  or  the  fibula.  The 
displacement  is  accomplished,  we  should  tibia  was  slightly  displaced  forwards 
take  a  leg,  place  the  root  (in  a  wooden  upon  the  foot,  and  the  os  calcis  retained 
shoe)  in  a  vice,  screw  it  uiere,  so  that  its  natural  position, 
no  motion  shall  be  permitted,  and  then  The  anterior  portion  of  the  foot,  when 
apply  any  quantity  of  pressure  back-  compared  with  the  other,  appeared  a 
wards  or  forwards.  Once  arrived  at  the  little  shortened,  and  this  effect  was  pro- 
natural  limits  of  these  movements,  the  duced  by  the  action  of  the  lever,  wbich 
pressure  still  continued,  we  shall  expe-  was  developed  in  the  following  manner, 
rience  a  powerful  resistance.  This,  The  muscles  of  the  calf  were  quite  rigid 
however,  may  be  overeome,  and  a  Tery  — were  in  spasmodic  action.  This,  then, 
loud  crackling  noise  will  be  produced.  was  the  power:  the  tendon  of  these 
Upon  dissecting  the  articulation  which  muscles  was  stretched  over  the  astraga^ 
has  been  the  subject  of  experiment,  if  lus,  which  was  the  fulcrum ;  the  resis- 
the  pressure  has  been  forwaixl,  by  which  tance  being  great,  the  inferior  extremity 
the  leg  will  have  been  flexed  upon  the  of  the  leg  yielded,  and  a  slight  forward 
foot,  we  shall  find  the  posterior  fibres  displacement  was  tbe  consequence, 
of  the  lateral  ligaments  ruptured,  but  no  ^  There  was  very  little  ecchymosis,  and 
displacement  of  the  astra^lus.  We  it  was  not  at  all  evident  upon  what  jjor- 
shall  obtain  the  same  result  if  we  make  tion  of  the  foot  he  had  rested  in  coming 
the  leg  the  fixed  point,  and  th^n  ford-  to  the  ground.  As  he  fell  forward  upon 
bly  extend  or  flex  the  foot  upon  it  reaching  the  ground,  it  appeared  pro- 
It  would  seem  that  such  violence  bable  that  the  foot  was  suddenly  and 
ought  to  produce  luxation  of  the  foot  foroibly  flexed ;  and  this  is  the  more 
backwards  or  forwards;  but  we  shall  probable,  because  in  that  movement  the 
almost  always  find  that  our  attempts  in  anterior  border  of  tbe  articular  surface 
this  way  to  produce  such  effects  will  be  of  tbe  tibia  may  meet  the  neck  of  the 
▼ain.  astragalus,  which  may  thus  arrest  the 
The  first  case  on  which  I  was  con-  movement  of  flexion  oefore  it  has  pro- 
suited,  occurred  in  the  summer  of  1S32.  ceeded  far  enoueh  to  produce  luxation 
A  gentleman  (Mr.  6.),  aged  about  35,  of  the  leg.  If  the  place  upon  which  he 
was  driving  himself  and  two  ladies  in  a  rested  was,  as  is  probable,  the  side  of  a 
phaeton ;  the  horse  became  unmanage-  bank,  tbe  accident  would  appear  to  be 
able,  and  the  reins  broke.  Mr.  G.  as  much  more  likely  to  occur.  In  that 
threw  himself  from  the  carriage,  with  case  the  axis  of  the  tibia  is  oblique  in 
the  hope  of  succeeding  in  stopping  the  relation  to  the  articular  surface  of  the 
horse,  alicrhted  upon  his  feet,  but  imme-  astragalus,  in  front  of  which  it  is  preci- 
diately  fell  forward  to  the  g^round.  pitat^,  in  obedience  to  the  impulsion 
He  was  brought  home,  and,  in  about  which  it  receives  from  the  weight  of  the 
two  houre  from  the  occurrence  of  the  body. 

accident,  I  was  requested  by  his  mcdi-  Before  the  reduction  was  attempted, 

cal  attendant  to  consult  with  him  upon  the  patient  was  bled  to  twenty  ounces, 

the  case.  and  nauseated  by  tartar  emetic,,  the  ef> 

The  kind  of  injury  which  had  oc-  feet  of  which  was  maintained  for  an 
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lioDr,  daring  wbicfa  tiaie  tbe  efforts  to  pari     In  this  case  there  was,  when  I 

reduce  tbe  bone  were  uniformly  sas-  saw  it,  oonsiderable  tomefiiction,  and 

tdned.  I  declined  to   make  any   further  ai- 

Tbe  point  to  which  our  endeavours  temnts  at  reduction,  or  to  remove  the 

were  dnected  was  first  to  produce  the  dispiaeed  bone. 

ffieatest  possible  ouantitj  of  flexion  of       It  was  neoessanr,  from  time  to  time, 

3ie  foot  upon  the  leg,  at  the  same  time,  during  the  firs't  tniee  weeks,  to  apnijr 

hy  means  of  puUies,  remoTing  those  or-  leeches  to  the  part,  and  to  keep  the  leg 

gans  as  far  as  possible  die  one  from  the  motionless,  for  the  puiposes  or  repress, 

other ;  and  by  means  of  pressure  upon  ing  inflammation,  witn  which  he  was 

the  astragalus,  endearounng  to  restore  threatened, 
it  to  its  natural  situation.  The  accident  occurred    in   AxtguaL 

These  efforts  were  unsuccessful,  and  The    first  week  in  NoFcmber  he  was 

therefore  only  one  of  two  modes  of  pro-  able,  with  the  aid  of  a  stick,  to  walk  m. 

ceedinflc  remained  for   our   choice — ^to  short   distance  ;    and    on  the    1st  of 

leave  tnings  in  their  then  state,  merely  January  scarcely  any  lameless  remained. 

combatting    any    untoward    symptoms  Considerable  extent  of  motion  was  pro- 

which  might  be  developed,  or  to  extract  dnced  in   the  new   articulation  ;    and 

the  astragalus.  the  only  inconvenience  of  which  he  has 

Having  in  my  recollectbn,  among  complained  is  the  necessity  (temporary, 

others,  a  case  which  occurred  in  the  I    believe),   which  has  been  imposed 

practice  of  Dupuytren,  in  which   the  upon  him.  of  wearing  a  shoe,  the  hinder 

astragalus  was  displaced  forwards,  and  leather  or  which  shiQl  not  reach  so  £ir 

the  long  and  painful  operation  which  as  to  come  in  contact  with  the  project* 

occurred  in  extracting  it,  the  long  con-  ing  astragalus. 

valescence  which  followed,  and  the  per-       In  each  of  these  cases'*  artificial"  ar- 

manent  lameness  which  was  the  conse-  ticulations  were  formed.    Articulatiotts 

quence,  I  declined  to^  accede  to  this  pro-  which    are  thus  formed    by  displaced 

position.     Leeches  in    lam    numbers  bones  have  not  been  often  made  subjects 

were  applied  to  the  seat  or  injury ;  the  of  observation,  except  in  the  hnmems 

bowels  were    carefully  regulated  ;   no  and  femur.    The  former  hollows  out  for 

bad  symptom    occurred  ;   an  artificial  itself  a  new  glenoid  cavity  upon  any 

articulation  was  found  between  the  bones  portion  of  the  sur&ce  of  the  scaputia 

of  the  leg  and  tbe  os  calcis:  little  in-  with  which  it  may  be  in  apposition; 

convenience    was   occasionea    by   the  usually,  however,  on  its  anterior  sur* 

astragalus ;  and  when   I  last  heard  of  face ;  the  latter  bone  produces  a  similar 

him  be  walked  nearly  upright  effect  upon  the  external  surftice  of  the 

The  second  case  upon  which  I  was  ilium,  the  ischium,  or  the  pubes.    It  is 

consulted  occurred  during  the  last  sum-  not  simply  a  pressure  and  wearing  away 

mer.    A  gentleman,  aged  92,  was  occu-  which  produce  these  cavities :  the  action 

pied  in  paying  cricket ;  while  fielding,  of  the  absoriient  vessels  also  contributes 

and  running  very  rapidly  after  tbe  ball,  to  it,  by  removing  a  part  of  the  osseous 

a  gutter,  which  was  in  his  course,  was  substance,  upon  which  the  head  of  the 

not  observed.     Tbe  toe  rested  upon  the  displaced    bone    exeroises   a    constant 

further  side  of  this  gutter,^  while  the  pressure.     The  supplemental  articula- 

faeel  was  jammed  directly  into  it,  and  tions  are,  however,  mainly  the  work  of 

he  fell  forward.  an  inflammation,  which  scarcely  ever 

He  was  unable  to  rest  upon  the  in-  terminates  in  destruction  of  the  part, 

jured  leg,  and  it  was  evident  to  the  by-  The  head  of  the  displaced  bone  com- 

standers  that  a  displacement  bad  oc-  monly  preserves  its  aiarthrodial  carti- 

currcd.    I  was  not  summoned  till  the  lage;  to  this  head  corresponds  a  glenoid 

following  day ;  some  inconsiderable  at-  cavity,  coyered  with  a  slight  stratum  of 

tempts  at  reauction  had  been  made  on  cartifaginiform  substance :  an  albumi- 

tfac  previous  evening;  when  the  leg  pre-  nous  fluid  moistens  these  surfaces:  an 

senteil  an  appearance  very  similar  to  that  articular  capsule,  formed    of  a    dense 

which  I  have  described  in  the  former  case,  tissue,    and    strengftfaened    by    fibrous 

e.vcept  titat  there  was  more  ecchymosis  fasciculi,  surrounds  it.      Tbe  internal 

about  the  external  malleolus.     He  was  surface  of  this  capsule  is  smooth,  not 

bled  to .  Hi X teen    ounces,    and   twenty  because  it  is  invested    bv  a  synovial 

'leeches  had  been  applied  to  Ihc  injured  membrane,  like  the  natural  articulation, 
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but  occasioned  by  the  mecfaanical  action  to  suffer  it  to  remain  in  its  new  resting, 

of  the  head  of  the  bone,  which  appears  place. 

to  rest  here  like  bullets,  which,  aAer  a        Wounds,  establishing  a  communica- 

leogthened  sojourn,  are  found  inclosed  tion  between  the  cavities  of  joints  and 

in  a  cyst,    with    smooth    and    humid  the  exterior,  are  very  serious  diseases ; 

parietes.  and  to  avoid   this  communication  was 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  however,  that  the  reason  of  my  disinclination  to  con- 
there  occurs  on  these  parietes  a  true  sent  to  the  removal  of  the  astragalus 
exhalation,  similar  to  that  by  which  in  the  two  cases  which  I  have  detailed, 
the  synovia  is  furnished  in  articular  I  think  it  will  be  generally  admitted 
capsules.  that  it  was,  at  all  events,  the  most  pni- 

When  a  disease  is  of  unfrequent  oc-  dent  course,  to  avoid  every  thing  which 

currence,  it  may  be  of  less  consequence  was  likely  to  increase  the  tenoency  to 

to  establish   rules  for  the  guidance  of  inflammation,  which  we  might  be  unable 

medical  men,  than  in  others  which  are  to  control;  for  in  this  case,  the  limb,  if  not 

more  commonly  met  with  ;  if,  however,  the  life,  of  our  patient  would  be  most 

it  were  otherwise,  it  must  be  evident  probably  sacrificed. 
that  I  am   not  in    a   condition,  firom 

the  result  of  only  two  cases,  to  frame  

any   general  rules    for    the  guidance 

of  those  to  whom  such  an  accident  may  ^ 

^l'  ..,,,..      L  TRANSFUSION  WAS   SUCCESS- 

The  appearance  of  the  limb  m  these  FULLY  PERFORMED : 

two  cases  was  venr  similar.    The  astra- 

gains  had  passecf  backward  from  the  With  Bemarks. 

mortise  formed  for  it  by  the  tibia,  the 

fibula,  and  the  calcis.    There  was  elon-  By  Robert  Bickerstetb,  Esq. 

gation   of  the   heel,  inunobility  of  the  Snrreon  to  the  Liverpool  Infirmary. 

foot,  a  projection  of  the  tendo  achillis,  

a  shortening  of  the  anterior  portion  of 

the  foot,  an  anterior  projection  of  the  On  Tuesday  evening,  the  27tb  of  Au- 

inferior  extremity  of  tne  tibia.    Aa  the  gust  last,  I  was  desired  to  visit  Mrs. 

tumefaction  lessened,  the  form  of  the  H.  N.,  set.  30,  who  had  just  completed 

astragalus  was  pretty  distinctly  defined,  her  eighth  month  of  pregnancy  of  her 

That  a  reduction  of  this  bone,  when  fourth  child.     I  found    her  labouring 

it  has  completely  escaped,  can  rarely,  if  under  violent  pain  in  the  uterine  region, 

ever,  be  effected,  appears  to  me  cer-  with  intervals  of  ease,  and  without  any 

tain.  uterine  discharge..   On  examininfif  the 

For  the  purposes  of  consideration,  we  state  of  the  os  uteri,  there  was  no  oUata- 

may,  in  this  accident,  almost  compare  tion,  nor  had  the  paint  anv  effect  upon 

the  astragalus  to  a  wedge,  the  base  of  the  lower  part  of  the  womb, 
which  is  presented  towards  the  Joint;       1  immediately  administered  a  larjgfe 

and  I  can  scarcely  believe  it  possible  to  dose  of  laudanum,  and  remained  with 

separate  the  os  calcis  from  the  tibia  and  her  two  hours,  at  the  end  of  which 

fibula  to  a  sufficient  distance  to  allow  period  the  pain  be^an  to  lessen.    I  di- 

of  the  admission  of  the  astralagus.     If  rected  them  to  inform  nie  if  the  nains 

this  reasoning  be  correct,  it  willbe  use-  should  re-commence,  or  if  there  should 

less  to  torture  die  patient  with  futile  be  any  particular  change.  In  two  or  three 

attempts  at  reduction.  hours  her  husband  came  to  inform  me 

If,  however,  the  bone  be  not  com-  that  in  getting  her  up  she  had  felt  very 

pletely  removed  from  between  the  os  faint,  but  that  this  feeling  had  gone  off 

calcis  and  the  tibia  and  fibula^that  is,  again    on  replacing  her  in   bed.     At 

if  only  a  partial  dislocation  oecur^we  3  a.m.,  on  the  28th,  1  was  again  sent  for. 

ought  to  employ  such  means  as  shall  On  my  arrival,  I  found  her  in  strong 

appear  best  adapted  to  the  purpose,  and  labour,  and  in  about  twenty  minutes 

we  shaU  no  doul)t  succeed  m  tne  reduc-  she   was  delivered   of  a  female  child, 

tion.    All  that  can  remain  for  us,  there-  which  was  dead.     The  placenta  came 

fore,  in  complete  dislocation  of  the  bone,  away    immediately    afterwards,    with- 

is  either  to  expect  it  making,  by  this  out  any  effort,  and,  in   fact,  appeared 

means,  a  communication   between   the  to  have  been  separated  long  before  the 

cavity  of  the  joint  and  the  exterior,  or  birth  of  the  child.    The  expulsion  pf 
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the  placenta  was  followed  by  a  yery  I  wish  here  to  draw  the  attention  of 
lar^  discharge  of  coagulated  blood  and  the  profession  to  two  circumstances, 
great  faintness.  Strong  pressure  was  Ist.  As  to  the  cause  of  the  death  of 
made  on  the  abdomen;  and  brandy,  the  child,  the  faintness,  and  htemorrfaage. 
ammonia,  and  opium  were  administered!.  I  belieye  that  the  ^erj  violent  pain 
I  watched  her  most  anxiously  for  two  which  was  experienced  the  day  before 
hours,  when,  not  perceiving  any  improve-  the  delivery,  was  occasioned  by  irregular 
ment,  I  desired  that  another  surgeon  and  spasmodic  action  of  the  fundus  of 
might  be  called  in.  Mr.  Blackburn  the  uterus— to  such  a  degree  as  to  pro- 
was  immediately  sent  for.  On  his  arri.  duoe  a  separation  of  the  placenta  lon^ 
val,  she  was  very  faint,  her  extremities  before  any  action  was  produced  upon 
were  cold  and  clammy,  and  although  the  mouth  of  the  womb.  This  will  ac- 
the  pulse  was  perceptible— she  was  able  count  for  the  death  of  the  child,  and 
to  answer  ouestions,  and  appeared  quite  the  absence  of  flooding  until  after  its 
sensible —sne  has  since  declared  that  she  expulsion. 

had  no  recollection  of  what  followed  the        2nd.    The  importance  of  having  re- 

birth  of  the  child.    Mr.  B.  thought  we  course  to  the  operation  of  transfusion,  if 

might  safely  wait  a  little  longer  before  possible,  6tf/brefAe  cireuliiiion  has  cemted 

resorting  to  other  means.     We  accord-  tn  the  arm  of  ike  patient.    Having  had 

ingly    continued    the  use  of  cojsdials,  occasion  to  inject  the  saline  solution  ia 

warmth,  and  pressure  on  the  abdffinen,  several  cases  of  cholera  a  year  before, 

for  two  hours  longer,  when,  as  there  ap*  and    having   had    much    difficulty    in 

peared  to  be  no  improvement,  and  every  effecting  this,  owing  to  the  blood  having 

prospect  of  dissolution,  we  proposed  the  coagulated   in   the  veins,  I   was  most 

operation  of  transfusion,  which  was  im>  agreeably  surprised  at  the  facility  with 

mediately  assented  to.      Her  husband's  which  the  injection  was  effected  in  this 

sister   was    the  individual  selected  to  instance.  The  circulation  in  the  patient, 

suppl)r    the    blood.     An  opening  was  feeble  as  it  was,  was  sufficient  to  fill  the 

maae  in  the  median  vein  of  the  right  tube  with  fluid  blood,  and  thus  prevent 

arm  of  the  patient,  having  previously  the  possibility  of  injecting  any  air.     I 

laid  it  bare,  and  the  tube  of  the  transfu-  do  not  mean  to  say  that  recovery  would 

sion    apparatus    was  inserted  into    it  have  been  impossible  if  the  operation 

There  was  sufficient  circulation  in  the  had  not  been  performed,  but  I  wish  to 

vein  to  occasion  its  bleeding,  and  it  press  its  adoption  in  similar  cases,  on 

therefore  kept  the  tube  filled  with  blood  these  grounds  only ; — 1st.  the  immediate 

until  the    communication  was  formed  benefit  experienced,  and  the  relief  of  the 

with  the  pump.    Mr.  Blackburn,  who  patient  and   all   her .  friends  from  the 

attended  to  this  part  of  the  operation,  anxiety  attendant  upon  so  distressing  a 

then  began  to  pump,  the  funnel  attached  situation — and,  2dly,  on  the  facility  of 

to  the  instrument  being  kept  supplied  by  its  execution. 

my  assistant^  Mr.  Lander,  who  directed        The  instrument  we  used  was  Reid'to 

the  stream  from  Miss  N.'s  arm  directly  syringe,  which  was  immersed  in  a  basin 

into  it.     In  less  than  two  minutes,  and  of  hot  water,  and  the  blood  was  received 

afler  three  or  four  syringefulls  of  blood  into  a  funnel  attached  to  it*, 
bad  been  inj  ected ,  the  patient  opened  her 
eyes— showed  signs  or  sensibility — said 

that  she  felt  better— -that  her  breathing         qj^  PINK  DEPOSITS  IN  THE 
was  easier — that  the  oppression  about  ttdtvi? 

the  heart  was  diminish^.     We  con-  UKiJNt.. 

tinned  to  inject  slowly  for  eight  or  ten  ^-^ 

minutes,--we  conjectured  ten  or  twelve  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 
ounces  of  blood, — when  the  patient  ex- 

Sressed  herself,  and  apf>earea  so  much  Sir, 

etter,that  we  did  not  think  it  necessary  We  shall  feel  obliged  by  your  insertinir 

to  go  any  further.     Her  breathing  was  i„  your  journal  the  following  remarfe 

quite  good—  warmth  restored  —  pulse  on  those  pink  deposits  found  iiithe  urine 

much  improved ;— in  short,  she  had  no  of  patients  labouring  under  fever  and 

bad  symptom  remaining,  and  none  re-  cerUin  visceral  diseases, 
turned.      She    recovered  her  strength        it  is  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Prout,  (and 

slowly,  and    the    wound    m    the  arm  1 

healed  without  any  difficulty.  •  Llveipool  Ucdlcal  Journal. 
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the  same  opinion  is  entertained  bjrmost,  due  possessing  only  a  slight  pink  tinge, 

we  believet,  that  the  deposit  in  question  The  alcoholic  solution  was  evaporated 

consists  or  the  purpurates  of  ammonia  to  dryness,  and  a  pink  residue  obtained^ 

er  soda,   most  commonly  the  former,  which  was  examined  as  follows : — 

resulting   from    the    decomposition   of  1.    Dilute  nitric  acid    dissolved    it, 

uric  acid,  bj  the  agencjr  of  nitric  acid,  forming  a  nearly  colourless    solution, 

which  last  is  secreted  in  some  of  the  yielding  a  pink  colour  by  careful  eva- 

uriuary  organs.    Now,  although   it  is  poration.    The  colour  was  much  heigh- 

manifestly  impossible  to  determine  by  tened  by  exposing  it  to  the  fumes  of 

what   modus  agendi  chemical  changes  ammonia. 

of  the  most  complicated  nature  are  on  2.  When  digested  in  a  cold  solution 
all  occasions  brought  about  in  the  ani-  of  caustic  potass,  ammonia  was  evolved, 
mal  economy,  still  it  appears  somewhat  3.  When  exposed  to  a  low  red  heat 
improbable  that  sufficient  free  nitric  acid  in  a  platinum  crucible,  with  a  cover,  so 
could  be  eliminated,  either  in  the  kid-  as  to  admit  of  a  sublimate  being  collect- 
neys  or  bladder,  to  produce  by  its  action  ed,  a  very  inconsiderable  one  was  ob- 
on  the  uric  acid  present;  the  large  quan-  tained.  Soluble  in  water,  but  not  pre- 
tity  of  purpuric  acid,  which,  according  cipitable  either  by  nitrate  of  silver  or 
to  this  theory,  must  be  present,  in  order,  cHoride  of  barium,  nor  evolving  ammo- 
by  its  union  with  bases,  to  form  the  nia  when  treated  with  caustic  potass, 
copious  pink  deposits  which  are  so  con-  When  the  heat  was  iucreased  so  as  to 
stantly  met  with.  If,  therefore,  we  are  drive  off  all  volatile  matter,  a  veiy  in- 
unable,  by  any  process  of  reasoning,  to  considerable  white  ash  was  left,  exert- 
disprove  the  above  theory,  it  only  re-  ing  an  alkaline  re-action,  and  soluble  in 
mains  for  us  to  have  recourse,  to  com-  water.  When  exposed  to  the  blow-pipe 
parative  experiment,  so  as  to  subject  the  flame,  it  coloured  it  yellow, 
peculiar  colouring  matter  of  the  urinary  The  matter  insoluble  in  alcohol  was 
deposits  and  purpurate  of  ammonia  to  boiled  in  repeated  portions  of  distilled 
the  action  of  similar  tests.  Dr.  Prout  water,  and  toe  whole  filtered ;  the  solu- 
was  confirmed  in  his  opinion  by  the  tion  was  evaporated  to  an  inconsidera- 
circumstance  of  finding  nitric  acid,  com-  ble  bulk,  and  then  examined, 
bined  with  a  base,  m  urine  yielding  1.  Muriatic  acid  produced,  after  slight 
the  pink  deposits ;  but  this  may  m  reposure,  a  white  crystalline  deposit, 
considered  as  a  rare  occurrence;  for,  2.  Oxalate  of  ammonia  produced  a 
out  of  eleven  specimens  of  urine,  each  white  precipitate, 
yielding  the  pink  deposits,  examined  by  3.  Caustic  potass  evolved  ammonia, 
Wurzer,  the  German  chemist,  there  was  but  caused  no  precipitate, 
only  one  which  aflTorded  any  indication  4.  Nitrate  of  silver  caused  a  precipi- 
of  nitric  acid.  Vogel,  and  afterwards  tate  not  soluble  in  nitric  acid. 
Frommherz  and  Gugert,  undertook  the  6.  Chloride  of  barium,  a  mere  opa- 
examination  of  the  pink  deposits,  and  lescence. 

they  came  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  6.    When  a  portion  of  the  solution 

colour  was  not  owing  to  the  presence  of  was  evaporated  to  dryness,  and  the  resi- 

a  purpurate,  inasmuch  as  it  was  re-  due  exposed  to  a  low  red  heat,  a  white 

moved  by  alcohol.    No  satisfactory  ana-  sublimate    was    obtained,    soluble   in 

lysis  of  the  whole  of  the  deposit  has  water,  evolving  ammonia  when  treated 

lieen,  we  believe,  published ;  and  the  with  caustic  potass,  and  producing  a 

action  of  re-agents  on  the  coloured  alco-  white  precipitate  with  nitrate  of  silver, 

holic  extract,  g^ven  by  the  above-men-  7.  The  residue  from  last  experiment 

tioned  chemists,  is  incomplete.     The  was  exposed  to  a  higher  temperature ; 

following    experiments  were  therefore  a  white  ash  was  obtained,  soluble  in 

performed,  with  a  view,  1st,  of  determin-  water,  exerting  a  strong  alkaline  re- 

ing  the  exact  composition  of  the  pink  action,  and  effervescing  upon  the  addi- 

deposit ;  and,  2dly,  in  what  manner  the  tion  of  an  acid ;  the  concentrated  aaue- 

coiouring  principle  of  the  same  deposit  ous  solution  was  neutralized  by  a  drop 

differed  from  purpurate  of  ammonia  in  or  two  of  dilute  muriatic  acid,  and  then 

its  behaviour  towards  re-agento.  mixed  uith  chloride  of  platinum  and 

About  fifly  g^ins  of  the  pink  deposit  alcohol ;    no    precipitate  ensued   after 

were  boiled  in  alcohol,  specific  gravity  some  time. 

833,  until  nearly  the  whole  of  the  pink  The    portion  soluble    in   water  and 

colour  was  removed,  the  insoluble  resi-  alcohol    was   boiled  in    a  solution  of 
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borate  of  soda ;   scarcely  a  trace  of  in-  when   treated  with  dilute    nitric  acid, 

soluble  residue  remained.    A  current  of  yielded,  bv  evaporation,  a  pink  stain, 
carbonic  acid  ffas  was  passed  through        The   following    appeared,  therefore, 

the  solution,  which  became  at  first  opa-  to   be    the    composition    of  the    pink 

lescent,  and  afterwards  caused  a^  pulpy  deposit  :— 
gelatinous  precipitate  ;  this  precipitate, 

•,  . .  _     ,  , ,    .      , u  I  --.-.  C  Urate  of  ammonia. 

Matters  solnble  in  alcohol,  con-  j ^^ 


sisting  of. 


Matters  soluble  in  water,  con- 
sisting of ....•...••.• 


(  Colouring  matter. 


ammonia, 
ammonia, 
lime, 
soda, 
nlphate  (a  trace.) 


^*!!!.".i"^^°''^®  ^  '"**'''  *°^  \  Pj^ably  Tlittle  earthy  phosphate  and 
"'*""       (     animal  matter. 


alcohol 


Having  shewn  what  the  constituents  colouring  matter  soluble  in  alcohol,  aa 
of  the  pink  deposits  are,  we  now  proceed  well  as  on  purpurate  of  ammonia  ob^ 
to  the  action  of  reagents,  both  on  the    taiued  in  the  usual  way. 


Colouring  If  alter  tolnble  In  Alcohol. 


Porparate  of  Ammonia. 


Dilute  sulphuric  acid. . 


Sol.  of  caustic  potass. . 


Concentrated  mur.  acid 


Sol.  caustic  ammonia 


Sol.  carb.  of  potass  • . 


SoL  proto-muriateof  tin 


Hot  acetic  acid 


Prodaoes  no  alteration  of 
colour  in  the  cold;  by 
boilinff,  the  colour  is  some- 
what  aiminished. 

Produces  a  greenish-brown 
solution. 


Produces  nb  alteration  of 
colour  in  the  cold;  by 
boilinff,  the  colour  is  some- 
what aiminished. 

Produces  a  gieenish-yellow 
coloured  solution. 


Produces  a  yellow-coloured 
solution,  without  any  dis- 
tinct green  tinge. 

Does  not  destroy  the  colour 
even  by  ebullition. 

Does  not  destroy  the  colour. 


Entirely  destroys  the  colour. 


Produces  a  purple  or  lilac 
colour,  which  is  entirely 
dissipated  by  heat 

Discharges  the  colour  even 
in  the  cold. 


Causes  an  increase  of  the 
pink  tinge,  which  is  not 
discharged  by  gentle  eva- 
poration. 

Produces  a  deeper  pink,  be- 
coming purple  only  upon 
the  apphcation  of  heat 

Destroys  the  colour  even  in 
the  cold. 

Entirely  dischaigesthe  colour. 


We  til  ink  these  experiments,  as  far  as 
they  go,  are  sufficient  to  prove  that  the 
peculiar  gink  colour  in  urinary  deposits 
18  not  dependent  on  the  presence  of  the 
purpurates. — We  are,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servants, 

R.  H.  Brett, 

GOLDING   BlBD. 
Guy*t  HospIUl,  July  19»  1834. 


EFFICACY  OF  BELLADONNA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Sir, 

Ir  you  consider  the  following  cases  of 
acute  conjunctival  inflammation,  in 
which  the  utility  of  the  external  appii- 
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ealion  of  the  extract  of  belladoniia  was  uea  not  so  great;  bnt  the  left  is  not 

particularly  well  exemplified , sufficiently  relieved. 

iiiterestinij  to  merit  a  place  in  your  valu-  Hirudinee,  vj.  sing,  tcmporibus ;  Admo- 

able  publication,  I  beg  you  will  give  veatur  Emp.  Lyttae  nuchas. 

them  an  early  insertion ;  and  am,  sir,  _,^,       ^  ^i.             /•         r      -           i 

Your  obedient  servant,  ,,  26th  -Both  eyes   free  of  nam,  and 

John  W  West  redness  and  swelling  much  less. 

M.R.C.8.L.  Cont  mist,  et  Belladonna. 

Poole,  J«u  17, 1884.  B:  Hydr.  Snbm.  gr.  ii. ;    Pulv.  Ipecac. 

Comp.  gr.  ill.;  Conf.  Cynost  q.  s.; 

Case  I.  ^  Conjunctival  mnd  corneal  nt  fiat  Pil.  cum  sing.  dos.  Mist  sum. 

inflammation  of  both  eyes.  28th.— The  right  eye  free  of  inflam- 

M«.  King,  aged  36,  a  stout,  healthy-  mation,  but  the  left  is  more  swollen 

looking  woman,  the  mother  of  several  wid  red. 

children,  was  attacked,  on  the  2(Hh  of  Hirudines  ill.  temp,  sinist 

February,  by  acute  inflammation  of  the  The  Belladonna  to  be  applied  to  the  left 

conjunctiva  of  both  eyes,  with  conside-  oJ^y- 

Mble  swelling,  in  consequence  of  cold.  March  IsL— The  pain  and  redness  in 

It  was  attended  with  an  unusual  de-  ^^  ipft  ^uch  diminished ;  gums  tender, 

gree  of  tumefacbon  of  the  «pper  and  ^^^  j^      q^.    ^j. 

under  lids  of  both  eyes ;   so  much  so,  »              .   ^ 

that  it  was  with  difficulty  the  state  of  8th. — Both  eyes  quite  recovered. 
the  ofsans  could  be  precisely  ascertained. 

She  Uien  applied  to  a  druggist,  who  Case  II,— Conjunctival  inflammation — 

merely  recommended  her  an  opening  Recovery, 

drauglit,  which  she  took.  She  remai^^  M„    Marsh,    aged    24,   of  a    san- 

without  further  advice  unUlthe23d,fvhen  ^uineous    temperaSient,    married,    and 

I  was  called  to  her  house,  and  found  her  f^^  ^^^^^  ^f  ^^^e  chUd,  was  attacked 

labouring  under  violent  mflammaUon  ^jti,  ^^^^  conjunctival  inflammation 

of  the  cpnjuncUya  and  cornea  of  bodi  j^  y^^              %j.  ^|,j^h  leeches  and 

eyes,  with  considerable  opacity  of  the  jjiig^rs  were  applied.    On  the  3rd  of 

latter,  and  the  pain  so  acute  that  she  j^areh  I  saw  he?:  and,  as  the  symp- 

would  scarcely  permit  roc  to  examine  ^^  ^^^  ^^t  diminished,  I  ordei^ 

them.    I  discovered  on  her  neck  and        „.     ,.         ,     . . .,   ^    ti     * 

r.«^  •  .t:^i.»  ^^«T««;^««  »i.;«.k  t  »•«  ;»  Himdincs  vj.  sing,  temponbns;  Hanst 

face  a  slight  eruption,  which  I  was  in-  p„,^„g  quamprimum  sumend. 

dined  to  suppose  was  syphihtic,  but  ^he  BeUadonna  to  be  used  at  night 

was  unable  to  collect  sufficient  informa-  7 

tion  to  substantiate  the  opinion.    Her  6th.— The  eyes  are  less  turgid  and 

pulse  was  120,  hard,  and  full ;  tongue  painful  this  morning ;  bowels  open, 

much  furred ;    bowels  constipated.     I  Admoveatar  Emp.  Lytts  nuchae. 

ordered  her  to  be  bled  to  syncope,  and  To  continue  the  Belladonna, 

theextractofbclladonna  to  be  applied  8th.  —  Complains   this   morning   of 

beneath  each  eye,  also  the  following  heaviness  and  pain  in  the  head,  but  the 

medtcine :  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^m  inflammation. 

Haust  Purgans  statim  sumend.  *  Hirudines  iii.  sing.  temp,  j  Haust  Pur- 

K   Liq.  Amm.  Acet  Juj. ;  Vin.  Ant  ^^^jj^      »         ^ 

Tart.  3vi.;  Sulph.  Magn.  3vj.;  AqujB  ® 

Pune,  Jiss.  fiat  mist,  cujns  s.  cochL  12th.— No  return  of  pain  in  the  head 

duo  magna  4ti8  horis.  since  the  application  of  the  leeches,  and 

24th.- Pain  in  the  eyes  not  quite  so  ^%^y^  ^"'tf  restored. 

violent,  but  the  redness  and  tumefaction  .  1°  ^J^^^  ''^^^  ^^f,  J°f  ^"I'Sf 

as  much  as  yesterday.     Blood  token  5«°  «>^  ^«  «/«^  }  ^^^      r    }^          A 

ycsteniay  is  bufled  a/d  cupped.    l>ulse  ?*^"*  *?  ^"  ^^*??^  JP/'^^^^^^^ 

1 10;  bowels  open.  "*  TP"  '"«*f "<^^,^  ^°""*^  I'  ^"*^  "* *"^- 

«      *ro     j.«  ..     ^    .  iLM'^  cessfiil,     without   producing   any   un- 

Rep.  V.S.  ad  Jxu.    Cont  Murt.  pleasant  symptoms.    I  am  aware  that 

The  belladonna  to  be  applied  this  even-  it  has  not  bitnerto  been  used  generally, 

ing  as  before.  except  in  cases  re<|[uiriug  dihitation  of 

25th. — The  right  eye  is  considcrablv  the  pupil ;  but  it  will  be  found,  in  all 

better;   the  redness  and  swelling  much  insUuccs  of  inflammation  of  the  eyes, 

diminished,  and  the  opacify  of  the  cor-  highly  serviceable. 


e(H      MB.  KER  ON  THE  EFFICACY  OF  THE  SECALE  CORNUTUM. 

wvinknir   nv  THP   flFPALE       and  as  it  did  not  recede  as  before,  wbca 
EFFICACY    OF  THE  SECALb        ^  ^^  horizontal  nositton,  she  became 

CORNUTUM,  alarmed,  and  spugbt  medical  aid. 

IN  A  CASB  OF  iRBEDucxBLB  PROLAPSUS  When  I  saw  licr,  she  was  8uflerin|r 

uTEni.  under  all  the  ordmarj  sensations  oeca- 

sioned  by  orolapnu  uteri.  ^  On  exami- 

nation,  which  was  in  about  sixteen  hours 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  ailer    the  complete  prolspse    had    oc* 

curred,    the   uterus   was   considerably 
Sib,                                    ^    ^  enlarged;    indeed,  in  a   condition  de- 
The    medical    world  has,    within  the  cidedTj  cedematous;  and  the  inreited 
last  few  yean,  been  treated  to  number-  mucous  membrane  of  the  Ta|i^na  was  so 
less  details  of  cases,  having  for  their  completely    distended,    that,   had    sot 
object  the  establishment  of  the  remedial  anatomical  considerations  interfered,  it 
powers  of  the  ergot  of  rye.    From  the  might  have  been  mistaken  for  the  peri* 
accumulation  of  many  undisputed  facts,  toneal  corering  of  the  uterus, 
it  is  now  almost  universally  allowed  that  Attempts  at  reduction  were  made  by 
this  ingredient  doei   exert    a   specific  myself  and  two  other  medical  gentle- 
effect  upon  the  gravid  uterus  at  toe  pe-  men,  but  without  success,  plainly  refer- 
riod  of  parturition :  other  facts  lead  to  a  able  to  its  swollen  condition ;  for  the 
more  extensive  estimate  of  its  powers,  size  of  the  tumor  was  little,  if  at  all, 
not  only  upon  the  uterus  in  its  gravicl»  below  that  of  a  foetal  head.    This  eu- 
but  also  in  its  unimpregnated  condition  ;  largement  of  the  uterus  had  evidently 
and  if  the  following  facts,  which  fell  occurred  subsequent  to  its  last  descent ; 
beneath  the  observation  of  the  present  for  it  had  occuired  whilst  in  bed,  and 
writer,  be  confirmed  by  the  experience  had  occasioned  no  sensation  of  forcing, 
of  others,  the  valuable  agency  of  the  whibt,  at  the  time  of  which  I  am  speak- 
secale  comutum  may  even  be  more  ex-  ing,  its  size  was  such  as  to  have  in- 
tensive than  many  of  its  warmest  eulo-  dered  any  such  easy  descent  exceedingly 
gists  have  as  yet  supposed.  improbable :  at  any  rate,  had  there  been 
Elizabeth    Boden,  «t.  «36,  a  washer-  no  enlargement  subseouent  to  the  pro- 
woman,   applied   to  the  Ardwick  and  lapse,  it  is    not   likcuv  that  a  tumor 
Ancoats    Dispensary,  on  the  17th  ult.  of^the  above-mentionea  bulk  would  be 
for  the  relief  of  what  was  termed  by  the  readily  re- introduced, 
roessen^r  "  a  severe  bearing  down."  Attempts  at  reduction  having  failed. 
On  visiting  her,  I  ascertain^  the  cir-  we  directed  the    employment  of  mild 
cumstances  of  her  case  to  he  as  follows,  aperients  and  warm  fomentations,  with 
She  bad  been  married  sixteen  years,  and  an  injection;  of  course,  to  maintain  the 
had  borne  six  children ;  all  her  labours  horizontal    posture.      We    considered 
having  been  perfectly  natural,  according  that  by  gently  acting  upon  the  bowels, 
to  her  own  account.    The  birth  of  her  and    soothing    the    parts,    the    tumor 
last  child  occurred  about  five  years  ago ;  might   be  so  reducea  as  to  render  re- 
aud  she  stated  that  she  then  left  her  duction  practicable.     We  adopted  this 
bed  in  about  thirty-six  hours  afler  the  proceeding  for  about  twenty  .four  houra, 
labour,  and,  in  about  a  week  lon^r,  at   the  expiration  of  which   time  we 
had  resumed  her  ordinary  occunation.  again  made  the  attempt,  but  with  Uie 
In  about  nine  months  a/ierwaras,  she  same  result    Under  these  circumstances, 
first  became  conscious  of  a  slight  bear-  it  became    necessary  for   us  to  think 
ing-  down  in  the  pelvis,  accompanied  of  some  other  proceedinjgr,  whereby  we 
With  fluor  albus,  which  last  has  con-  might  remedy  tne  condition  upon  which 
tinued  up  to  the  present  time.     The  the  irreducibility  depended.   Well,  then, 
bearing  down    continued    to  increase,  taking  into  account  the  whole  of  her 
evidently  in  consequence  of  the  harass-  previous  history,  which  included  a  me- 
ing  nature  of  her  occupation;  so  that  norrhagiaof  some  months  duration, and 
at  the  end  of  the  second   year  of  its  observing  that   there  was  no  material 
existence,  a  tumor  appeared  externally,  pain  upon  pressure,  with  other  direct 
which  disappeared,  however,  on  assum-  evidence  of  our  conclusion,  we  inferred 
ing  the  horizontal  posture.    This  state  that  the  enlargement  was  of  an  asthenic 
of  things  continued  until  witliin  a  few  nature,  and  thought  it  probable  that  if 
hours  of  her  application,  when  a  com-  we  could  exert  a  sthenic  influence  upon 
pletc  prolapse  of^the  uterus  took  place;  the  displaced  organ,  wc  might  not  am- 
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probably  accomplish  our  object    With  ^^  the  effbcts 

this  view,  we  directed  the  employment  ^,,„«^^«„«  ^J*^^^^^  ^^  «„« 

of  the  8^e  cornutum,  to   6e  taken  OVERDOSES  OF  ERGOT  OF  RYE. 

in    scruple  doses    every   three    hours.  Br  H.  Maunsell,  M.D. 

After  she   had   taken    four  doses,  we  

agrain  saw  her,  and  with  teiurs  in   her  ^^^  foUowing  remarks  are  appended 

eves.      The  poor  woman  informed  us  ^^  ^„  ^^^^^j  %^  ^^^  ^^  ^y^^  Wellesley 

that  she  was  much  worse,  and,  as  wi  p^,^^  Institution,  Dublin,  of  which 

evidenceofthe  impartial  nature  of  Ae  the  author  is  physician-accoucheur.  The 

Mcount  she  frave,  jhe  observed,  with  j^     .^^^  ^„jj^  j^  ^j,^  D„l,,i,^ 

the  firreatcst  simnlicitv,(not  havingr  been  ^^^^  ^fy,^^  ^^^  ^hem.  Science.] 

made  acquainted  with  our  intentions  m  -* 

the  last  prescription),that"  the  powders  Before  concluding' this  report,  I  am 

had  not  worked  her  yet,"  but  that  she  anxious  to  make  a  few  remarks  which, 

bad    had    a    great    ded    of  ^p-asping  no  doubt,  must  be  very  imperfect,  but 

f  rinding  pain  "in  that  which  was  which  are  put  forward  now  as  the  sub- 
own,"  very  much  resembling  labour;  ject  is  fresh  in  mj  mind,  and  an  oppor- 
that  this  had  come  on  in  a  very  short  tunity  for  noticing  it  may  not  again 
time  after  taking  the  first  powder,  had  occur.  I  wish  to  offer  to  the  nrofes- 
continued  during  the  night,  and  been  sion  a  friendly  caution  against  tne  in  ■ 
increased  after  each  dose.  On  making  discriminate  and  inordinate  employ- 
the  inquiry,  she  informed  us  that  the  ment  of  ergot  of  rye,  and  in  doing  so, 
swelling  had  increased  (speakinj^  from  desire  to  be  understood  as  in  no  way 
her  own  feelings) ;  but  on  examination  retracting  the  favourable  opinion  of  its 
we  discovered,  to  our  great  satisfaction,  prudent  use  expressed  in  my  former  re- 
that  a  material  diminution  had  occurred;  port.  What  I  mean  to  say  at  present, 
so  much  so,  that  the  ruff€e  of  the  vagina  is,  that  extraordinary  doses  of  this  drug 
were  perfectly  manifest;  and  without  occasionally  produce  dangerous  effects 
any  great  effort  the  reduction  was  ef-  upon  the  nervous  system,  and  probably 
fect^.  We,  in  the  farther  treatment  of  other  mischief,  and  at  the  same  time  are 
this  case,  acted  upon  general  principles,  less  likely  to  act  upon  the  uterus  than 
The  woman  is  now  going  on  remarka-  smaller  quantities, 
bly  well,  so  far  as  prolapsus  uteri  is  Mary  lledmond,  in  the  fourth  month 
concerned,  but  is  still  labouring  under  of  pregnancy,  was  seized  after  a  fright 
menorrhagia,  for  which  she  is  now  under  and  severe  exercise  with  hsemorrbagc 
treatment  from  the  yagina,  which  continued  at 
Should  the  abof  e  circumstances  seem  intervals  for  several  days.  On  the  10th 
to  you  of  sufficient  importance  to  merit  March,  1834,  at  6,  p.  m.,  Dr.  Churchill 
a  place  in  an  early  number  of  your  saw  her  and  gave  forty-five  drops  of 
widely-diffused  journal,  their  publica-  tincture  of  opium ;  at  9,  p.  m .,  she  was 
tion  18  at  your  discretion.  The  main  so  weak  that  a  plug  was  introduced, 
fact,  the  obvious  action  of  the  ero^t  of  At  7  o'clock  on  the  momins^  of  the  1 1th, 
rye,  seems  to  me  to  be  exceedingly  in-  the  plug  was  expelled  with  considera- 
teresting;  and  as  I  neyer  heard  of  an  ble  neemorrhage,  and  Dr.  Churchill  or- 
exact  precedent  for  the  practice  which  dered  a  grain  of  onium  and  two  table- 
was  adopted  in  the  case,  and  as  the  re-  spoonsful  of  acid  purgative  mixture 
medial  agency  of  the  drug  we  employed  every  second  hour.  At  9,  p.  m.,  of  the 
is  much  uie  subject  of  discussion  at  the  llth,  haemorrhage  set  in  again,  and  Dr. 
present  moment,  I  have  considered  that  Churchill  gave  half  a  drachm  of  the 
it  would  be  a  dereliction  of  public  duty,  ergot,  and  repeated  it  in  half  an  hour. 
had  I  neglected  to  communicate  the  fact  On  the  12th,  she  had  violent  headache, 
to  the  conductors  of  some  extensively-  and  in  the  course  of  the  day  became 
circalated  periodical.*-!  am,  sir,  delirious,  and  could  with  difficulty  be 
Your  obedient  servant,  kept  in  bed.  These  sjrmptoms  jrielded 
Henry  W.  Ker,  to  purgatives,  shaving  and  blistering 
One  of  tbr  Sorgeont  to  tbe  Ardwfck  the  head,  &c.  In  a  few  days  afterwar£ 
and AaeoAto Dltpuwary.  the  bcemorrhage  returned;  ergot  was 

VuicbMte^  July  ft.  1684.  a^'"  P^®"*  ">^  "fiT™  followed   by 

delirium,  although  in  a  slighter  degree. 

_  Mrs.  Forrest,  two  months  pregnant, 

was  attacked  with  hemorrhage   from 
the  vagina  on  Thursday,  the  21st  April, 
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for  which  she  was  kept  ouiet,  cold  ap-  be  a  mistake  of  the  pott  for  the  propitr 
plied  to  the  vul?a,  and  tne  acid  purga-  hocy  but  as  we  know  that  gangrene  is  a 
tivc  mixture  given.  Ob  Friday  the  consequence  of  its  employment  as  an 
discharge  returned  in  an  alarming  de-  article  of  food,  thej  should  at  least 
gree,  atid  the  infusion  and  substance  of  make  us  cautious.  The  following  ex- 
half  a  drachm  of  er^ot  was  given  to  tract  of  a  note  which  I  had  the  pleasure 
her  by  Dr.  Churchill  m  two  doses,  with  of  receiving  from  Dr.  S.  Cusack,  con. 
an  interval  of  fifteen  minutes.  After  tains  some  interesting  statements.  He 
taking  it  she  fell  asleep,  and  when  she  says—*'  Not  having  notes  of  the  cases 
awoke  the  discharge  returned ;  another  in  which  I  used  the  ergot  of  lye,  I  shall 
scruple  of  erg[ot  was  then  given,  in  an  briefly  state  from  recollection  my  ex- 
hour  after  which  she  vomited.  On  the  perience  of  it.  I  was  formerly  in  the 
following  day  she  was  in  a  state  of  half  nabit  of  giving  the  infusion  and  sub- 
stupor,  with  very  violent  headache,  and  stance  of  half  a  drachm,  and  repeat- 
weak,  depressed  pulse.  ^  Her  head  beino^  in^  the  same  duse  at  intervals  often 
8hav^,6cc.  and  purgatives  administerea,  minutes.  In  one  case,  supposed  at 
these  symptoms  gradually  gare  way.  the  time  to  be  favourable,  the  quantity 

The  occurrence  of  these  two  cases  at-  stated  above  was  given  three  times ;  the 

tracted  my  attention  to  the  subject,  and  pulse  come  down  from  120  to  90,  con- 

upon  inquiring  among  my  niends  I  siderable  stupor  and   epistaxis   soper- 

found  that  they  did  not  stand  alone,  vened,  but  no  uterine  action  whatsoever. 

Partof  the  information  which  I  receiired  The  patient  was   ultimately  deliTered 

I  shall  now  briefly  recite.  with  the  crotchet     In  a  second  case  the 

A  case  was  related  to  me  by  Dr.  John-  pulse  came  down  even  below  the  natural 

son,  in  which  labour  of  a  first  child  was  standard  ;  a  similar  tendency  to  coma 

rendered  tedious  by  the  want  of  uterine  existed ;  and  as  no  uterine  action  was 

action.     As .  the  woman  had  a  well-  excited,  the  child  Tan  acephalous  one) 

formed  pelvis,  the  head  had  passed  the  was  delivered  by  Uie  forceps.    I  have 

OS  uten,  the  soft  parts  were  cool  and  since  used  the  ergot  in  len  grain  doses, 

well  dilated,  and  tnere  was  no  fever,  it  and  I  think  with  more  efiect." 
was  thought  advisable  (o  give  the  er^t. 

Through  a  mistake  of  the  person  in  im-        Upon  looking  over  a  short  essay  upon 

mediate  attendance,  the  infusion  and  the  use  of  internal  medicines  in  partu- 

substance  of  two  drachms  of  powdered  rition,  by  Professor  Joerg  of  Leipzig*, 

ergot  was  given  in  two^  doses.    In  six  which  was  sent  me  lately  by  my  friend 

hours   Dr.  J.  was  again  called,    and  Dr.  £.  Joerg,  I  find  the  views  reierred 

found  the  patient  in  a  state  of  incom-  to  above  corroborated*  by  the  results  of 

plete  coma,  with  livid  face,  and  matter-  experiments  with  ergot  performed  upon 

ing  delirium.    His  first  impression  was  the  stomachs  of  the  Professor  hignafilf 

that  she  had  had  a  convulsion,  but  find-  and  several  of  his  pupils,  as  w^aa  upon 

ing  her  pulse  reduced  to  a  thread,  and  animals.    When  Uken  in  laqpe  doses  it 

only  seventj^  in  a  minute,  he  was  in-  was  always  found  to  pvoduce  nausea 

duced,  by  his  having  known  similar  de-  and  vomiting,  pains  in  the  abdomen  and 

pression  of  pulse  to  follow  the  admin  is-  diairhoea,  weight  and  pain  in  the  bead, 

tration  of  ergot,  to  make  further  inquiry,  and  vertigo,  with  general  mmlaue,  and 

and  then  learned  the  mistake  respecting  depression.     Upon  animals  it  produced 

the  double  dose.    There  was  no  uterine  similar  efifeets,  and  in  Uie  smaller  ani- 

action  whatever.    She  was  delivered  by  mals,  (as  doves  and  cocks,)  a  compara- 

the  forceps,  and  remained  thirtv  hours  Uvely  small  dose  caused  death,  which 

delirious  and  in  a  state  of  partial  stupor,  was  preceeded  by  coldness  and  lividity 

She  was  afterwards  threatened  with  pe-  of  the  extremities,  and  often  accompa- 

ritonitis,  and  had  a  bad  recovery.     In  nied  by  convulsions.     I  cannot,  how- 

another  case  in  which  ergot  was  used  ever,  agree  with  the  learned  Professor 

largely,    Dr.   Johnson    saw    complete  in  condemning  its  use  altogether,  nor 

gangrene   of   the  external    iiarts  and  am  I  convinced  of  its  inefficacy  by  the 

death  occur  six  days  after  labour.    In  pun  in  which  he  aflirms  that  he  can  see 

a  third  he  witnessed  extensive  slough-  no  relation  between  muUer-kom  (ergot), 

ing  of  the  vagina,  without  any  other  and  ffebar-mutter  (the  womb),  except 

probable  cause.     In  neither  of  these  — 

two  cases   were  any  instruments   used.         •  "  Dut  der  Oebraucb  lon«rer  ReiimUtel  aur 

Attributing  such   results  as  these  latter  BeWrderung  de*  Oeliart  de«    KIndm  annottatff. 

to  tne  abuse  of  ergot  may  appear  to  mi,**  u.  •.  ir. 
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the  word  mwWer,  which  is  common  to  Susan  Webb,  a  delicate,  sliebt-made 

both.    I  sbaU  leave  the  foregromg  facts  woman,  set.  31,  was  admitted  into  the 

toMjeak  for  themselves;  they  are  not  St.  Mair-le-bone   Infirmary,  Dec.  14, 

sufficient  foundation  for  a  theory,  nei-  1831.     She  states,  that  about  ten  year^ 

ther  18  It  my  wish  to  erect  one  upon  ago  she  had  fistula  in  ano,  which  was 

them ;  thev  are  merely  put  forward  in  neglected.      A   year   or   two    having 

e  t4> 
and 
-  circum- 

ference of  the  excrement  was  no  larger 
than  the  little  finder.     In  the  year  1827 


ON  she  was  admitted  into  St.  Bartholomew's 

DIVISION  OF  STRICTURE  OF  THE  Jf^spital,  where  bouffies  and  other  reme- 

RECTUM  ^^  ^^^  employed  for  three  months, 

»  when  she  was  discharged,  having  expe- 

High  up  in  the  Gm,  rienced  some  relief.      From  that  time, 

BY  A  NEW  INSTRUMENT.  however,  her  complaint  gradually  re- 

turned ;  and,  as  she  took  no  means  to 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  S?!!?'  ***  ^^^  stricture  became  nearly 

J                           «cifr.  j.|^^g^  ^p  acrain,  and  she  suffered  from 

Sir,  it  the  most  distressing  symptoms.    She 

Having  recently  published  in  your  va-  was  always  in  pain  in  the  Tectum,  hav- 

luable  journal  some  cases  of  perforation  in^  a  constant  inclination  to  go  to  stool, 

of  stricture  of  the  urethra,  I  beg  to  call  without  being  able  to  evacuate  the  con- 

your  attention,  as  well  as  that  of  the  tents  of  the  gut.     She  had  frequent 

Erofession,  to  some  instruments  invented  tenesmus,  accompanied  with  diarrhoea. 
y  me,  about  four  or  ^ve  years  ago.  There  was  tenderness  in  the  abdomen 
for  the  division  of  what  I  have  termed  on  pressure;  pain  in  the  back  about  the 
the  elastic  stricture, -  that  is  to  say,  a  region  of  the  sacrum;  constant  flatu- 
permanent  stricture  which  will  acimit  lency  and  sense  of  fullness;  and  a  con- 
through  it  a  bougie,  but  which  imme-  tinual  inclination  to  vomit.  Her  pulse 
diately  on  its  withdrawal,  will  retract  to  was  quick  (from  120  to  130  in  the 
its  former  calibre.  minute),  irritoble,  and  feeble.  Her 
These  instruments  resemble  in  their  tongue  was  coated  by  a  brown  fur  in 
siructure  the  lancetted  stilettes,  except-  the  centre,  and  the  edges  and  tip,  de- 
ing  that,  instead  of  a  lancet  being  thrust  noting  mucous  irritation  of  the  aUmen- 
out  at  the  point,  a  semilunar  blade  comes  tary  canal,  were  of  a  brilliant  red  colour, 
outsat  the  extremity  on  the  side,  above.  She  was  greatly  emaciated,  and  so  weak 
below,  or  laterally*  as  may  be  required,  that  she  was  obliged  to  remain  in  bed. 
and  as  represented  in  the  engraving.  On  examining  her,  a  stricture  of  the 
The  mode  of  using  them  is  to  pass  them  rectum  was  discovered  about  two  inches 
through  the  stricture,  and  (hen  throw  and  a  half  from  the  termination  of  the 
out  the  blade,  and  draw  the  instrument  gut  It  could  be  distinctly  felt,  and  it 
back  again  through  the  contracted  part  gave  the  sensation  to  the  finger  of  its 
until  it  is  divideci;  when  the  blade  is  al-  being  of  an  indurated  structure.  It 
lo|Ped  to  retire  into  its  sheath.  would  only  admit  through  it  a  No.  12 

This  description  of  instrument  is  also  urethral  bougie, 

applicable  to  the  division  or  slitting  of  Bougies  having  been  passed  for  more 

an  enlarared  middle  lobe  of  the  prostate  than  three  months  without  the  least  dili- 

f^land,  for  which  they  were  originally  tation  of  the  stricture,  and  other  reme- 

invented, — the  division  of  stricture  of  dies,  such  as  repeated  injections,  hyos- 

the  cesophagus, — and  the  division  of  cyamus  and    opium  suppositories,  &c. 

stricture  of  the  rectum.    To  prove  its  having  been  employed  with  no  benefit, 

utility  in  the  latter  disease,  1  beg  to  I  proposed,  as  the  symptoms  were  in- 

subjoin  a  case,  and  am,  sir,  creasing,  and  evidently,  from  the  pain 

Your.obedient,  humble  servant,  and  tenderness  of  the  abdomen,  chronic 

R.  A.  Staffobd,  peritoneal   inflammation    was   present, 

SDrgeop  to  the  St  M«ry.i«.hone  infinnaTy,  that  the  Stricture  should  be  divided.    At 

".rtSKl^X^iuir''''"  *"  '*•  *»»»  ^™«  ^«  sufferings  of  the  patient 

28,  Old  Buriinffton.street,  ^^^  ^  gf«at,  and  the  pain  and  irrita- 

Jttiy  21, 1884.  tion  occasioned  by  the  obstruction  of  the 
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No.  1. 


No.  2, 


No.  3. 


No.  4. 


No.  1.  No.  3. 

To  difide  or  slit  an  enluved  third  lobe  of  To  di?ide  strictare  of  the  rectum,  or  lower 

the  prostate  gland.  part  of  the  urethra. 

No.  2.  No.  4. 

To  di?ide  stricture  in  the  anterior  part  of  To  di?ide  stricture  of  the  superior  or  upper 

the  urethra.  part  of  the  urethra. 
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feces  8o  distressing^,  tbat  she  was  fast  Bowels  confined,  not  having  had  a  mo- 
sinking.      She  was  constantly  on  the  tion   for  twentj-four   hours;  pain   re- 
close-stool,  without  accomplishing  the  turned ;  abdomen  tender  on  pressure, 
desired  object;    she  never  slept;   and  Haust  01.  Ric.  stat    Hiriid.  x.  abdom. 
was  always    in    the    apprehension    of  Foment,  abdoni. 
immediate  death.  Vespere— R  Liq.  Opii  Sed.  mxx.;  Mist 
1832,  Feb.  25th. — ^An  instrument  (as  Camph.  Jj-    M.  b.  s.  s. 

i*"  ^l*"r'V"?li*^''"*  ^Yr' '"''''^ '^  6th. -Not  quite  so   well;   pain  in- 

length, of ashghtly-curved  form,  and  at  ^^^j    ^^^^^^  f^  .                  ^ 

toe  side  of  whose  point,  on  its  convex  .        „.     ,  •'.  v, 

surface,  a    semilunar    blade    could   be  App.  Hirud.  tj.  abdom. 

thrust  out,  was  introduced  up  the  rectum,  7th.— Pain  in  the  abdomen  lessened ; 
through  the  stricture.     Immediately  on  bowels  open   without  difficulty ;   stool 
having'  passed  the  contracted  part,  the  watery,  yellow,  with  some  pus ;  corn- 
blade  was  protruded,  and  drawn  back  plains  of  acidity  in  the  stomach, 
through  the  stricture,  br  which  it  was  r  Magn.  Carb.  9ij.;  Dec.  Hoidei.  Jx. 
divided,  at  that  part  of  the  gut  imme-  m.  statim.  s. 
diately  in    contact    with    the  sacrum.  ^.i       «■    i  i   ..           •                   i 
The  middle  finger  could  now  be  easily  8th.— Much  better;  pain  gone;  pulse 
passed  through  5ie  contracted  part,  and  «>;  tongue  moist,  and  slightly  furred ; 
a  bougie  of  the  same  size  was  iutro-  ^^^^^^  fi^°"«-   ,.             ^,    ^     ^^.    ^ 
duced  and  left  there  for  a  quarter  of  an  ^!^^  this  time  until  the  20th  she 

hour.     She  could  not,  however,  bear  it  ^«»'  «»  .^^^"-  ^.S^^^'*''*^  "^^"^  ^'^' 

to  remain  longer,  in  consequence  of  the  ^J^^^fiTed  without  difficulty  and  copiously; 

irritotion  it  produced.    It  was,  therefore,  J^e  pain  of  the  abdomen  was  gone;  a 


evening  she  had  a  motion,  which  passed  ^J^J^^'i  «^«  ^^  !«»?«^  ^>*  ervsipelas 

with  more  freedom  than  for  year..  ""^ }^^  ^*c,^»  ,Y^'''^  ^u^l"  ^°    r    "''?''' 

26th.-Had  a  tolerable  night.    The  ^^  ''P'^*''  *!l  ""l"  ^^^  ^^t^'    ^",  ^P*^ 

ffeces  had  passed  freely.    She  still  feels  °i  ^^^^''J'  l^'^^^i  that  could  be  employed 

pain  in  the  rectum,  L  high  as  where  5^^ "^^"1  ""S Jf'^r  xr*^  *?  worse;  and 

the  gut  passes  over  the  idge  of  the  dic<l  on  the  25th  of  March,  at  lovelock 

sacrum.      Has    slight    tendeniess     on  «  the  morning,  from  the  erysipelas. 

pressure  of  the  abdomen;    pulse  90;        Examination  of  the  body  after  death, 

tonffue  red  and  aphthous  in  some  parts;  _Head  and  face  considerably  swollen 

discharge  of  pus  with  the  faces.  from  the   erysiijclas.      The    arachnoid 

Ordered— RLi<^  Opii  Sed.  tt^xx.;  Mist  membrane  was  inflamed,  and  under  va- 

Camph.  jy.    M.  b.  8.  8.  rious  parts  was  effused  a  serous  lymph. 

Foment,  abdom.  xhe  substance  of  the  brain  was  reddened, 

27th.— Not  worse;  if  any  thing,  ra-  with  bloody  points  throughout  its  whole 

ther  easier.  structure.     EflTusion  of  serum  in  both 

Contin.  foment    Rep.  haust  ^^^^J^  ventricles,  about  one  ounce  in 

each. 
28th.— Much  the  same  as  yesterday.        The  viscera  of  the  thorax  healthy ; 

Bowels  acted  freely.  the  liver  tuberculated ;  stomach  healthy ; 

March  1st.— Still  feels  pains  in  the  adhesions,  and  a  slight  blush  of  red  ni 

rectum,  opposite  the  upper  part  of  the  parts  of  the  peritoneum, 
sacrum.    Tenderness  on  pressure  of  the        The  mucous  membrane  of  the  small 

abdomen.  intestines  now   tolerably  healthy,   but 

Hirud.  viy.  abdom.  evident  marks  of  former  disease— in- 

Pulv.  Ipec.  CO.  4ti8  hons.  flammation;   and   here   and    there   the 

2iid.-    Much   relieved;    pain   nearly  cicatrix  of  an  ulcer  which  had  healed. 

Sme;  tenderness  very  sli^rht;  passed  a        Throughout  the  whole  course  of  the 

o.  6  rectum-bougie  with  great  ease ;  large  intestines  there  were  the  cicatrices 

pulse  90;  tongue  still  red;  the  aphtha  of  ulcerations  which   had   healed.     In 

diminished.    To  continue  the  powders,  the  sigrmoid  flexure  there  still  existed 

3rd  and  4th.— Pain  quite  g^ne ;  feels  inflammation    of   the  mucous  surface, 

stronger.  with  some  ulcers  which  had  healed,  and 

5t||.  —  Until    to-day,    doing    well,  others  which  had  not. 
:)47.— xiv.  2  R 


6)0  SOME  LATE  ACHIEVEMENTS  OF  aUACKERT. 

The  ffut  at  the  strietured  part  woold  therefore,    he    chose    to  cnt  only  the* 

adaiit  Uirough  it  a  bougie  as  large  as  eighth,  the  fourth,  or  half  of  an  inch 

the  thumb.     The  cicatrix  of  the  wound  deep,  it  could  he  done*    The  stricture, 

made  bj  the  incision  was  very  percep-  also,  should  be  divided  at  the  posterior 

tible,  and  it  was  covered  b;^  a  mem-  part  of  the  gut,  adjoining  the  sacruni. 

brane  analogous  to  that  lining  the  in-  Bj  operating  in  this  part  no  injuiy 

testine*.  oould  be  done  by   a  nsk  of  cutting* 

through  the  coats  of  the  intestine,  ana 

Remarks. — The  dissection  in  this  thus  letting  out  the  fieces.  It  would  be 
case  proves  that  had  not  the  patient  advisable  also  not  to  divide  a  stricture 
been  attacked  by  erysipelas  of  the  face  of  the  rectum  beyond  that  point  where 
and  bead,  she  would  most  probably  the  peritoneum  covers  it,  which  is  about 
have  recovered.  It  may  be  observe!  four  inches  from  its  termination,  and 
that  there  had  been  disease  throughout  which  might  possibly  give  rise  to  in- 
the  whole  course  of  the  mucous  mem-  flammation  of  that  membrane, 
brane  both  of  the  small  and  large  intes-  Stricture  of  the  oesophagus  is  compa« 
tines.  In  those  of  the  small,  along  ratively  speaking  of  rare  occurrence 
their  whole  extent,  the  ulcers  had  healed,  with  other  strictures.  It  happens,  how- 
and  the  inflammation  had  subsided.  In  ever,  sufficiently  often  to  point  out  to 
the  large  intestine,  also,  the  ulcers  had  the  surgeon  the  small  power  he  has  of 
healed,  excepting  some  in  the  sigmoid  benefiting  the  disease.  It  appears  to 
flexure.  This  no  doubt  arose  from  the  me  that  this  description  of^  stricture 
relief  given  by  the  division  of  the  stric-  mi^ht  be  divided  by  an  instrument, 
ture.  It  is  more  than  probable,  there-  which  can  be  so  well  regulated,  con- 
fore,  the  strictured  part  being  so  much  structed  in  a  similar  manner  to  those  I 
opened,  and  consequently  the  exciting  have  now  mentioned  for  the  elastic 
cause  being  nearly  removed,  that  in  stricture,  as  I  have  termed  it,  of  the 
progress  of  time  those  remaining  would  urethra,  and  stricture  of  the  rectum ; 
nave  healed  also.  That  such  an  infe-  for  there  is  nothing  in  the  anatomy  of 
reuce  may  be  drawn  is  further  proved  the  oesophagus  to  prevent  such  an  ope- 
by  the  pain  and  tenderness  in  the  abdo-  ration.  I  have  not  as  yet,  however, 
men  having  ceased  ;  showing  that  the  had  a  case  to  confirm  my  opinion,  and 
inflammation  had  diminished,  and  all  therefore  do  not  consider  myself  war. 
the  other  symptoms  abated.  ranted  to  speak  positively  on  tne  subject. 

To  divide  a  stricture  of  the  rectum  at 

the  termination  of  the  gfut,  and  also  the  ■        ■  ■  t 

sphincter   muscle,    is  not  uncommon;  ^,,,^,^.^     ^     ^-^.^r.,^ 

but  to  divide  a  stricture  so  far  along  the  MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

iutestine  is  an  operation  which  has  oeen  ^        .        ,  ,    ^*  ,««> 

seldom,  if  ever,  performed.    It  is  not  Saturday,  July  26, 1834. 

every  case  which  would  admit  of  this  

treatment,  or  where,  perhaps,  it  would  ••  Licet  omnlban,  licet  etiam  mlhi,  digniutm 

be  desirable.    There  are  those,  however,  Artu  Medie»  tneri «  potesut  modo  veoiendi  !■ 

as  in  the  present  instance,  where  the  pubiicam  sit,  dicendi  peric alum  noBrecuio." 

stricture  could  not  be  dilated,  in  which  Cicbbo. 

I  am  convinced  it  would  be  attended  by 

the    greatest    advanU^e,    and    be  the  SOME  LATE  ACHIEVEMENTS  OF 
means  of  saving  the  life  of  the  patient.  QUACKERY. 
Great  caution,  of  course,  must  oe  pur- 
sued in  the  employment  of  the  instru-  How  very  deplorable  it  must  be  for  the 
ment.    Care    should  be  taken  not  to  admirers  of  old  English  customs  to  see 
maketoodeepan  incision,  on  account  ^              ^,f  ^^e  national  peculiarities 
of  a  fear  of  wounding  the  internal  bee-  ,  .,       "^  .  .       ,    -       ...            .     m. 
moiThoid  artery  or  its  branches.    Such  daily  expinng  before  their  eyes!    The 
a  circumstance  could  be  easily  prevented,  spread  of  knowledge^real  or  pretend- 
for  the  blade  of  the  instrument  can  be  ed— the  more  liberal  spirit  of  inquiry, 
regulated  by  a  screw  at  its  handle:  and  the  more  rational  experience  which 
hence  tbe  incision  made  might  be  of  .,                   -j  .             n     r  i  . 
any   depth  the    operator  pleased.    If,  P"*^*^*  ««"  ^^^  ^'^  ^  P^^^^i^  «^>^» 
play  havock  with  the  cherished  habits  of 

*  The  prepwrstlon  !■  In  the  Mnteam  of  the  •  ,    ..               «.r 

College  of  Surgeons.  Old  times.     Wc  Were  oucc  conspicuous 
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amoni^  the  natioiifl  of  Europe  ibr  our  medicaasthefaakamofbals-^poitioiisof 

prize-Bghlingy  bull-baitiog',  hone-rao*  adders,   sucking'   wfaelfw,    and    eardi- 

tag,  lotteries,  and  quackerj ;  but  most  worms— the  bowels  of  a  mole  cut  open 

of  these  accomplishments  and  cfaarac-  alive— the  mnmmj  of  the  lungs  of  s 

leristics  are  no  longer  peculiar  to  us:  man  who  died  a  violent  death,  <Sec.  &c.; 

in  the  last  alone  have  we  now  any  preten*  but  what  was  this  to  the  insidious  and 

aions  to  be  considerable.    Notwithstand-  desperate  drugs  ventured  on  by  modem 

ing  the  polite  patronage  and  eloquence  nostrum-mongers  ?     St   John    Long's 

of  Mr.  Windham,  who  argued  so  suo<-  lotion  was  of  a  nature  to  kill  some 

cessfuUj,  in  his  daj,  in  favour  of  old  patients   (as   it  proved)    on    whom   it 

English  sporii,  dumb  animals  have  ob-  was  rubbed ;  while  it  could  be  taken 

tainedprotection  from  cruelty,  while  those  into  the  mouths,  or  even  stomachs,  of 

that  speak  articulately  are  by  no  means  others  with  impunity.    Morison's  pills 

honoured  with  an  equal  share  of  indul-  have  dispatched  various  victims,  while 

gence.    The  glories  of  bull-baiting'  and  they  professedly  consist  only  of  *'  vege- 

eock- fighting  are  departed;  horse-rao-  table"  matter.    They  consist  of  various 

ing,  indeed,  maintains  a  sort  of  ambi-  active  substances,  which,  however  effi- 

g-uous  reputation,  but  lotteries  aro  ex«-  cacious  when  judiciously  exhibited^  aro 

tinct — though  they  did  not  expire  with-  virulent  poisons  in  their  indiscriminate 

out  a  hearty  death-struggle.    Quackery  and  inordinate  use.    Every  medical  man 

alone  stUl  keeps  its  ground  among  us,  knows  this,  but  the  mass  of  the  public 

though  not  in  that  high  odour  which  it  know  it  not;  nor  would  there  seem  to 

formerly  enjoyed.     St    John    Long's  be  any  more  effectual  mode  of  impressing 

death    has    left    us    trusting   to    the  it  on  them,  than  by  sad  and  woful  ex^ 

Morisons,  and  all  those  clumsy  rogues  perience— by    leaving    them    to    their 

who  fill  the  columns  of  the  provincial  fate.    It  is  useless  to  preach  to  them 

papers ;  and  were  it  not  that  we  know  about  the    diversity   of  constitutions, 

it  has  a  strong  hold  in  the  revenues  it  and  the  difference  of  diseases  in  which 

pays  to  government,  and  in  the  patro-  one  and  the  same  nostrum  is  applied 

nage  which  it  meets  with  (or  did  lately)  by  the  empiric :   the  public  will  only 

Irom  young  Lords  and  old  Dowagers,  be  taught  pradence   in   such  matters 

we   should  augur  Ul  for  the   fate   of  by  finding  the  danger  at  their  yerj 

quackery — the  last  of  the  heir-looms  doors.    The  manslaughters  and  prose- 

for  which  we  are  so  much  indebted  to  cudons  of  the  St.  John  Long  people 

the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors.    In  aban*  ought,  therefore,  to  be  prominently  pub- 

doning  lotteries,  it  is  true,  the  govern-  lished  whenever  they  occur;  and  if  this 

ment  gave  up  a  larger  source  of  revenue  will  not  serve  to  warn  them,  they  must 

than  it  possesses  in  the  sale  of  patent  be  dead  indeed  to  all  exereise  of  reason. 

medicines ;  and  the  favour  of  lords  and  But  we  are  satisfied  that  it  has  had  this 

ladies  is  as  fickle  as  the  fashions ;  so  effect  in  more  than  one  instance,  of  late : 

we  opine  there  is  not  much  warrant  for  the  visits  to  Harley-Street  became  ma- 

the  brilliant   prospects  of  quackery  in  terially  fewer,  subsequently  to  the  pro- 

ihese  several  quarters,  after  all.  ceedings  in  the  Old  Bailey ;  and  we  only 

The  ignorant  empiricism  of  the  pre-  hope  that  the  lesson  read  at  York,  during 

ient  day,  besides,  is  too  deadly  to  be  the  last  week,  will  in  like  manner  not  be 

long    tolerated.      There    was    a  time  unattended  by  its  advantages.    It  is,  we 

when  a  court  physician  (we  cannot  help  presume,  pretty  generally  known,  from 

thinking  him  rather  a  courtly  empiric)  the  public  prints,  that  a  vender  and  dis- 

could  prescribe  such  articles  of  materia  penser  of  Morison's  pills  was  convicted 
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of  manslaughter,  on  Saturday  last,  at  ministered  to  the  patient.  The  former 
the  York  assizes ;  yet  a  brief  abstract  of  *  he  found  to  consist  of  aloes  apd  colo* 
the  trial  maj  not  be  unacceptable  to  our  cynth,one  grain;  gamboge,  half  a  grain ; 
readers, — if  not  to  refresh  their  memories,  and  cream  of  tartar,  three-quarters  of  a 
possibly  for  the  purpose  of  reference  grain ;  together  i^ith  a  little  ginger  in 
hereafter.  each  pill.  No.  2  were  pills  of  three 
t  George  Webb,  an  innkeeper  and  grains  each,  consisting  of  aloes  and  co- 
dealer  in  Morison's  pills,  was  put  to  locynth,  one  grain.;  gamboge,  a  grain 
the  bar,  chaig'ed  with  the  mamlaughter  and  a  half;  and  creain  of  tartar,  half  a 
of  Richard  Robinson,  to  whom  he  grain;  with  ginger  as  before.  Mr. 
had  administered  large  doses  of  gam-  West  was  cross-examined  at  considera- 
boge,  aloes,  colocynth,  and  other  drugs,  ble  length  by  the  prisoner's  counsel. 
The  deceased  was  but  twenty  years  of  but  nothing  was  elicited  to  shake  his 
age,  an   apprentice  to  a  linen-draper,  testimony. 

He  was  seized  with  an  illness,  which  The  other  professional  witnesses  were 
proTed  to  be  the  small-pox,  and  the  pri-  two  surgeons  and  two  physicians.  Mr. 
soner  undertook  the  treatment  of  him,  James  Allen,  of  York,  surgeon,  was 
by  administering  quantities  of  Mori-  called  in  to  the  deceased  on  Friday 
son's  pills,  ofwhich  he  gave,  in  the  course  the  27th,  two  hours  before  his  death, 
of  the  illness,  as  doses,  so  much  as  ten.  The  patient  was  labouring  under  con- 
fifteen,  and  twenty  pills,  at  several  fluent  small-pox.  The  body  was  exa- 
times,  in  one  day.  The  first  dose  he  mined  by  witness,  in  presence  of  Dra. 
gave  the  patient  is  said  to  have  been  Wake  and  Balcombe,  Mr.  Matterson, 
twenty  of  the  pills.  There  were,  of  and  others.  They  found  the  stomach 
course,  very  copious  evacuations  imme-  and  bowels  much  inflamed,  the  former 
diately ;  still  the  pills— the  pills^conti-  approaching  to  gangrene  at  the  cardiae 
nued  to  be  thrown  in,--*the  prisoner  in-  portion.  Mr.  Allen  considered  that  death 
sisting  that  the  patient  was  doing  well,  had  been  caused  by  the  small-pox,  ag- 
until  it  being  evident  to  the  bystanders  g^ravated  by  the  use  of  drastic  purga* 
that  the  contrary  was  the  fact,  me-  tives.  These  were  decidedly  improper, 
dical  aid  was  sent  for,  when  it  was  too  as  greatly  lessening  the  powers  of  life, 
late— only  a  couple  of  hours  before  the  which  were  already  much  reduced  by 
death  of  the  patient.  This  was  on  Fri-  the  disease.  Opening  the  window  had 
day,  the  27th  of  June  last,  on  the  eighth  done  no  injury.  Inflammation  of  the 
or  ninth  day  of  the  eruption  of  the  small-  stomach  rarely  happened  in  small-pox. 
pox.  An  inquest  was  held  on  the  28th,  Mr.  Matterson,  surgeon,  deposed  that 
when  a  verdict  of  manslaughter  was  re-  there  had  been  several  cases  of 
turned.  The  only  defence  the  prisoner  had  small-pox  at  York  lately;  but  none  of 
40  make  on  the  occasion  was,  that  his  those  that  occurred  after  vaccination, 
treatment  had  been  interfered  with ;  he  save  in  the  patient's  case,  had  proved 
affected  to  attribute  the  death  of  the  de-  fatal.  Death  was  here  accelerated  by 
4:eased  to  the  opening  of  a  window  on  the  pills. 

the  last  day  of  the  illness,  to  ventilate  The  evidence  of  Dr.  Balcombe  went 

the  small  close  apartment  of  the  patient,  to  shew,    that   the  probable  cause  of 

•    Mr.  West,  chemist,  of  Leeds,  was  ex-  death  in  this  case  was  the  small-pox, 

amined  at  the  trial.    He  had  carefully  which  was  aggravated  by  the  pills.* 

analysed  two  kinds  of  Morison's  pills.  Dr.  Baldwin  Wake  said,  that  from 

.marked  No.    1    and   No.  2— the  rem-  the  appearances  which  he  observed  in 

luints    of  those   which  had    been  ad-  the  body,  if  he  had  not  known  that  the 
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palieut  had  had  small-pox,  he  should  ignorant  people   in    all   quarten— but 

have  attributed  his  death  to  inflamma-  particularly  in  the  columns  of  the  pro* 

tion  of  the  stomach  alone.   The  stomach  vincial  press— all  purporting  to  be  ac* 

«ppeared  to  have  boen  acted  upon  by  a  counts  of  the  successful  application  of 

▼irulent  poison.      Gamboge    was    ex-  certain  secret  remedies.      The   readers 

tremely  likely  to  produce  such  effects,  are  easily  duped,   being  incapable  of 

He   had  cautioned   at  different  times  exerciung  any  judgment  on  the  false* 

some  of  his  patients  against  the  use  of  hoods  set  before  them,  and  forgetting 

Morison's  pills,  as  he  was  aware  they  that  even  were  these  not /a&rica/ecfcasesi 

contained  gamboge.  they  must  at  least  have  been   picked 

The  mother  of  the  deceased   added,  out  of  hundreds  of  others,  wherein  the 

that  her  son  had  been  vaccinated  when  remedies   were  either    unsuccessful   or 

about  a  year  old.  fatal.    The  consequence  is,  that  upon 

This  closed  the  case  for  the  prose-  feeling    some     indisposition,   real     or 

cution;    when    the    counsel     for     the  imaginary,    they    determine    to    g^ve 

prisoner  attempted  to  argue,  that  there  the  '*  celebrated    pills  "  a    trial  —  and 

was  no  case  to  go  to  the  jury,  as  there  most  likely,   in   order   to  justify  their 

Was  no  evidence  to  shew  that  there  had  imprudence,  persevere   with    them  till 

been  any  malice  on  the  part  of  the  pri-  some  serious  mischief  is  done.     Should 

soner,  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  his  con-  they    happen    to    escape     this    proba- 

duct  had  been  humane,  and  his  treat-  ble    result,  they   feel  bound  to  speak 

men t  well-intentioned.    The  Lord  Chief  well   of  the  medicine  on   which  they 

Baron  (Lyndhurst),  however,  was  of  a  ventured ;  or  even  to  ascribe  to  it  vir- 

different  opinion ;  he  thought  it  was  for  tues  which  they  never  knew  it  to  pos- 

the  jury  to  decide  whether  there  had  sess :  perhaps  to  recommend  it  to  others, 

hetu'manslaughter  in  the  case  or  not.  in    order  to  keep    themselves  in  coun- 

Several  witnesses  were  then  called  on  tenance  for  the  hazardous  step  they 
behalf  of  the  prisoner,  to  speak  to  cha-  had  taken.  But  even  though  a  fatal 
racier,  and  to  testify  to  the  virtues  of  calamity  should  be  the  result,  there  is 
the  pills.  The  son  of  Morison,  and  one  generally  a  reluctance  on  the  part  of 
Moat,  a  partner  in  the  firm,  were  exa-  friends  to  subject  the  affair  to  the  cog- 
mined,  and  confessed  that  gamboge  did  nizance  of  the  public  through  the  me- 
enter  into  the  composition  of  the  pills,  dium  of  a  legal  investigation ;  and,  un- 
His  lordship  summed  up,  and  the  jury,  less  in  very  glaring  cases,  like  the  pre- 
after  retiring  for  a  short  time,  brought  ceding,  the  matter  is  commonly  hushed 
in  a  verdict  of  Guilty  *.  up. 

Now  this  we  conceive  to  be  a  tolera-  Thus  quackery  thrives,  and  continues 
bly  home  case.  But  how  many  similar  to  put  forth  its  unblushing  falsehoods 
instances  of  the  pernicious  effects  of  before  the  world.  Those  who  could 
quack  medicines  are  there  not  everyday  contradict  them  are  silent,  from  the 
occurring,  where  the  suffering  parties  motives  we  have  assigned ;  while  prac- 
w  ill  not  consent  to  bring  the  facts  be-  titioners,  who  are  perhaps  acquainted 
fore  the  public.  There  is  a  feeling  in  with  damning  facts,  are  also  silent^ 
the  human  mind  against  self-exposure  l>ut  for  a  different  reason.  It  is  seldom 
— an  antipathy  to  being  held  up  as  the  considered  in  how  awkward  a  position 
victim  of  fraud.  Lying  statements  are  regularly-bred  medical  men  are  placed 
presented  to  the  eyes  of  simple  and  with  regard  to  quacks.  Putting  out  of 
— • —  the  question  that  they    have  no  more 

•  sim  mMirAc*  hmprisonmeHt  la  the  mitigated  privilefife  or    exemption    by  law   than 

•CBlence  tlnce  pronouoccd  bj  bis  Lonl»hlp ;  for  '^        ,  ^ ,  .       '  ,  .    .       . 

Webb  WM  recommended  to  mercy  by  ilie  Jury.  quacks  have,    they  seem  tO  thmk   that 
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pioceedinir  to  the  exposure  of  quackeiy  Coppin  was  preparing  to  go  out,  wbeB 

i.  a  coune  beneath  them,  as  it  would  ^  "cei^d  a  mi»Bage,  excuaing   him 

*■         ,        .      ,         ..     /.      .       v  L  fiom  further   attendance  on  Mr.  — . 

place  them  m  that  situation  in  which  ^  ^j^  ^^^  ^j^  patieni  $mU  for  the 

the   police  or   the   common   informer  a^^nt  of  this  qumck  medicme^  who  saw 

ihould  be;  whUe  thejr  know  that  anj  him,  and  encouraged  him  loperaevere 

cj^ure  of  quackery  proceeding  ftom  ^J^.S^^d^'tjlrtll?'^^ 

them  would   be  misconstrued  by   the  g-mptoms  wm  the  'proper  ej^U  ^ 

mass  of  the  public,  as  originating  in  f%g  remedy  ;*  that '  lAe  dueaee  would  So 

envious  or  mortified   feelings.     Occa-  thus  drawn  downwards  from  his  head ; 

aions,  however,  do  now  and  then  arise,  and  that  by  perseverance,  he  woM  bo 

,     '        ^^.  .       .1    ._  soon  reinstated.       As  a  fit  conclusion 

when  practitioners  cannot  suppress  their  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  of  iniquity,  tennills  adds- 

indignation  and  sense  of  public  justice,  tif^nal  were  administered  to  the  sufferer. 

One  of  these  instances  we  have  in  a  by  the  hands  of  the  aj^ent  himself. 

case  which  occurred  in  Dublin  not  long  -.  "  In  the  course  of  that  day,  the  an- 

,   . ,1.1    .1  ^  „.^^   (( ^^i^  fortunate  patient,  as  it  were  in  a  state 

amce,  and  m  which  the  same      cele-  ^f  ^       ^^^^^  took  lAiWy^me  of  the«e 

brated  pills"  did  the  deed.    We  will  piUg,  iu  his  bad  symptoms  rapidly  in- 

state  the  chief  facts.  creasing. 

"  On   the  following  morning   Mr. 

'*  The  subject  of  this  case  was  a  gen-  Coppin  again  saw  him,  and  foimd  his 

Ueman  aged  about  30.  '  He  had  caught  breathing  difficult.    He  complained  of 

cold,  andsent  for  Mr.  Coppin,  a  medi-  a  great  pain  at  the  lower  part  of  his 

cal  practitioner,  who  found  him  labour-  chest ;    pulse  feeble    and  rapid ;   eyes 

ing  under  the  following  symptoms :  the  closed ;  had  been  violently  pursed  the 

left  side  of  the  face,  and  the  upper  lip.  whole  night.     A  blister  was  directed 

were  swollen  and  painful ;  skin  hot  and  for  the  beUy,  and  Mr.  Coppin  requested 

dry ;  face  flushed ;  tongue  white ;  pulse  again  that  a  physician  should  be  called. 

132,  soft,  and  small ;   some  thirst.    He  Dr.  Labatt  saw  the  patient  for  the  first 

stated,  that  previous  to  Mr.  C.'s  visit,  he  time,  early  in  the  morning,  and  foond 

had  taken  ten  ofMorison's  pills,  in  two  him  almost  moribund.    He  was  nearly 

separate  doses.  insensible ;    the  extremities  cold,    and 

^*  A  weak  solution  of  the  tartarized  countenance  collapsed;  the  belly  swol- 

antimony  was  prescribed,  and^  a  cau-  len,  hot,  and  tender.    Some  hours  afler 

tion  given  to  aiistain  from  taking  any  this,  he  was  seen  by  Drs.  Labatt  and 

more  of  the  '  pills.'  ^  Stokes  in  consultation.    A  degree  of  re- 

"On  the  next  dav  the  patient  was  action    had    taken  place:   the  patient 

found  to  be  better;  but  he  had  several  spoke  rationallT,  and   knew  all  those 

watery  stools :  he  complained  chiefly  of  around  him.    He  declared  that  he  had 

pain  m  the  hip,  which  was  still  much  taken  more  thanfifhf  of  the  pills.    The 

swollen.  Six  leeches  were  applied  to  the  abdomen  was  burning  hot.    The  femoral 

hip; — to  continue  the  medicine  every  arteries  at  the  groin  pulsated  strongly; 

second  or  third  hour.  ^  and  pressure  on  the  epigastrium  pro- 

"  Mr.  Coppin,  on  the  following  day,  duceu    exquisite  pain.      Warmth   was 

ascertained  tuat  the  patient  had  taken  ordered  to  the  extremities,   ice  inter- 
five  more  of  the  *  Aiorison's  pills  :*  he .  nally,  and  leeches  to  be  applied  to  the 

again  remonstrated  with  him,  and  pre-  epigastric  region,  where  he  complained 

scribed   effervescing    draughts,  wito   a  of  burning  pain  and  heat.    The  reme- 

pill,  every  second   hour,    consisting  of  dies  were  of  no  avail;  and  the  patient, 

a  small   quantity  of  blue  pill,  James's  who  was  the  sole  support  of  a  widowed 

powder,  and   extract   of  hyoscyamus.  mother,  and  large  family  of  sisters,  died 

On  that  eveninjT  the  patient  was  worse;  on  the  evening  of  that  day. 
he  vomited   his   drink,  and   passed  a        "  His  body  was  examined  on  the  af* 

watery  stool ;   he  complained  much  of  temoon  of  the  next  day. 
pain,   and  sickness  of  stomach;    abdo-        '*  Bodyspare.  but  muscular;  muscles 

men  full,  and  rather  tense.     The  pills  rigid :   face  pallid,  and  with  a  slight 

were  omitted,  and  the  saline   draught  tumefaction  about  the  mouth ;  the  inte- 

continued,     tJiough    in     but    half  the  guments  of  the  back  externally  purple ; 

quantity.  belly  swelicd  and  tympanitic. 

"  On*  the  morning  of  the  8t*i    Mr         «•  On  opening  the  peritoneal  cavity, 
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Ui«  serous   membrane   appeared  of  a  from  playing' on  the  credulilj  and  ig- 

dark    livid    hue.      The    stomach    was  norance  of  the  crowd.    Let  us  not  be 

Tjt'XT^^^r  l^X:  ^"  ^»  •'  "  i-P-dcable^U.  prev«e 

the  most  vivid  possible  scarlet  injection,  quackery :  a  power  confided  to  magis. 

so  minute  as  to  totally  obliterate  all  the  trates  would  as  effectually  put  down 

natural  appearance  of  the  mucous  mem^  irregular  practitioners  in  medicine  and 

brane.     This  condition  terminated   by  guwrerv    m    it  dnm    unlawful  dpalprs 

a  well-defined  line  at  the  centre  of  the  f"'^®'^''  ^   *;.  °*>^^  unlawful  dealers 

or^n,  the  remainder  of  which  was  a  »*»  ^7  ^^er  kind  of  business.    Patent 

livid   slate  colour,  and  the  consistence  medicines,  bearing  the  royal  arms,  and 

of  the  whole  of  the  membrane  was  com-  sanctioned  by  government,  should  be 

pletely  pulpy      The  livid  colour  and  abolished.    It  is  this  which  is  imme- 

softening  of  toe  mucous  membrane  con.  ,.  .  ,           ...       ^  .1         .    1 .  i.    i. 

tinned  Sirough  the  whole  of  the  small  ^"^^J  productire  of  the  mischief;  for 

intestines.    The  ciecum,  colon,  and  rec-  people  cannot   be    made    to  recollect, 

tum,    presented  a  remarkable  appear-  that  however  serviceable  certain  pills 

Mce.    In  th^  situations  a  vast  quan-  niay  possibly  be  in  particular  circum- 

tity  of  serous  fluid  existed,  of  a  brownish  *            ^r                 ^  v         •      11         i 

colour,  and  without  the  siaUest  portion  «^"^«'  ^^7  ^*°"^^  be  so  in  aD ;  and 

of  faecal  matter.      The  mucous  mem-  that,  as  surely  as  men  are  endowed  with 

brane  had  totally  lost  the  natural  feel  constitutions    as    diversified    as    their 

and  appearance  of  this  tissue,  and  to  features  and  habits,  so  surely  do  those 

tJie  eye  and  touch  greatly  resembled  ,    ,.       u      ir     *i. 

a  seroLs  membrane.    Spleen  large  and  y"^""^^  '*^  who  offer  them  one  nostrum 

pultaceous;  liver  small,  and  apparently  ">''  *'*  ^^^^  ailments.    Meantime,  we 

nealthy;  bladder  thickened  V^  think    that    medical    men,     and    the 

There  ouffht  to  haw  been  a  coroner's  ""*^'«**.  P«««  K«"»e""y.  ««  1^''*^  ««> 
inquest  on  this  case.  It  was  cither  a  «!»«""»''  »»»«"*  *«  exposure  of  quack- 
manslaughter  or  a  suicide :  ataU  erente,  ""T'  Y^'^  ?.*  ^V^^  Pr"  "*  ""'^ 
the  unfortunate  patient  cerUinly  did  *"*•  'j""«  .''"'tones  of  "  tueceufiU 
not  die  a  natural  death.  *»***•"  e»le«'J«»ed  to  entrap  the  grossly 

We  can  see  no  radical  cuk  for  such  '{?""«»».  not  a  line  is  inserted  to  warn 

asUte  of  things,  unless  it  be  found  iu  ^«  «"7''J'  "^  their  danger:  the  fools 

the  spread  of  wholesome  information  ""^  '"'*  ♦»  «f"^  *«*    »»   "'«y  ""J^- 

among  the    several  classes  of  society.  ^^'"^  '^"V  generally  do  at  last,  either 

There  U  a  disinclination  to  legislate  on  r*"*"    ^   '"*'    "'   '''""'   '"^P"""* 

the   8uhject,-to   preyent  people  from  "^i"'/  "    '^"^^   <'«'°«  5  *»«*  '^  «»«- 

poisoning  themselves    after  their  own  *•«=*'  "«"  "•«  «»"*^  "P""  ^  interfere, 

fashion :  but  this  surely  is  not  one  of  "  "*    «"'*''  ^   ^f^   *«    ^"""^   »*" 

those  cases  in  which  instinctive  wants  "•«"    '■^*''  •"   P«A«ps   to  take   off 

lead  to  the  procuring  ofthe  proper  means  *«  responsibUity  from  the  quack,  by 

of  supplying  them.    Among  brute  ani-  **'"«  «  at  the  death  of  hi,  paUent. 

mals  there  are  such  instincts;  some  of  I**  medical  men  boldly  come  forward, 

these,  when  ill,  physic  themselves  with  "^  P"""''  «"  ""^  «  ^'''«'»  **»«y  *»<* 

herbs,  which  nature  indicates  for  their  **»"*  ^"■«''  medicine  has  been  prodnc- 

use;  but  men  have  no  such  instinctive  ^^"^  of  mischief.    We,  for   our  parts, 

«uide;  they  have  reason,  if  they  would  ^"^  'e'"^  *^^  •"  ^  ""J.  «  *"»  «- 

but  ezereise  it ;  if  no^  (as  is  usually  the  'P««''  *•*  "'«  «">  5  ">«*  "«  '»'"  '««»«"« 

case  with  the  multitude),  they  should  be  ***  ""y*    *»'   ''"'  ^y  •"**  "»«"»'  *•»« 

provided  for  by  their  rulers,  and  laws  "•«•«<■>«<««  cannot  be  immediately  put 

should  be  made  to  restrain  imposton  '»   '^,  ""^  "^  condign   punishment, 

^______^^____^_^__^____  they  will  be  brought,  at  least,  to  shame 

•  Abri<ignirruiDtbcUuuioJauni«i,No.xi.  and   ignominy  at  the   bar  of  public 
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juBtice,  and  lose  their  calling.     We  ear-  the  first  dose  to  have  contained  little 

nestlj  request  our  correspondents  to  fur-  more  than  cream  of  tartar  and  finger, 

nish  us  with  illustrations:  it  is  a  duty  and  the  second  to  have  heen  nearly  undi- 

«i.  i'i     ^       .1  J.I  luted  iraniboire.     At  this  season   such 

they  owe  alike  to  others  and  to  them-  do^es  are  eminently  calculated  to  prore 

»«l^«s.  injurious;   and    as  the  country    new». 

papers  too  readily  admit  the  "  wonderful 

THE  UNIVERSAL  PILLS.  ftTd;^^"^'^''^^^^? 
We  can  scarcely  ^o  into  any  street  in  being  deluded  by  them. 
London  in  whicn  we  do  not  see  "  Mori- 
son's  Universal  Pills,  for   the  cure  of  " 

every  disease/' staringr  us  in  large  let-  «rp   ofoii«f»q  HnQPiTAi 

ters  in  the  window  ofone  or  more  shops.  ^  ^'  GEORGE  S  HOSPITAL. 

We  learn,  too,  that  immense  numbers  of  

them  are  sent  not  only  to  every  part  of  clinical  observations  on  ununited 

this  country,  but  to  the  Continent,  to  fracture. 

India,  and  to  America.    Now  it  appears  ^ 

from  analysis,  that  thej;  depend  for  their  "*^  Mb.  Brodib. 

medical   properties  chiefly  upon  gam-  

boge,  a  very    drastic   purgative,  long  ^r.  Brodib    operated  to-day  (July  16 

nsed   m   medicine,  but  used   by  those  1834)  ^  J^  ^f  ununUed  f™c^tn«: 

who    understand    its    action     m   very  The  patient,  a  little  boy,  of  five  yea«  old, 

small  doses,   and    with   much  caution,  fractured  both  bones  of  the  right  leg  two 

The  gamboge  exists  in  the  pills  marked  years  ago.    The  tibia  was  broken  at  about 

No.  2  in  the  quantity  of  about  a  grain  its  centre,  the  fibula  about  an  inch  below, 

and  a  half;  and  of  these,  six,  eight,  ten.  The  case  has  been  treated  by  continued  pres. 

and  upwards,  are   sometimes  given  at  ^^^  <uid  setons,  and  both  these  methods 

once:  thus  the  patient  swallows  about  have  failed.    Mr.  Brodie  cut  down  upon  the 

fifteen  grains  of  gamboge  for  a  dose ! !  broken  portions  of  the  tibia,  removed  soaie 

But  besides,  each  pill  contains  in  addi^  ^^^    ligamentous   structure,   which    was 

tion     one    grain,  which    is   made   up  ^?".^„  J'^lri'' ♦?^™' "Ijl- "^^^.^  *^l?"j 

be^een    al^s    'and     colocvnth,    twS  SeTa^rtS:  ^^T  ^1^^^^^^ 
active  purgatives,    and   half  a    gram  «b  »*"«.*  ••»«wiui. 

of    cream   of    tartar,    which    is    pro-  Gentlemen,-!  shall  not  now  say  all 

bably  added  for  the  purpose  of  assist-  that  might  be  said  upon  the  subject  of 

ing    the    pulverization,  and    blending  ununited  fracture;   because,    in  the  fint 

together  of  the  other  substances.     The  nlace,  it  is  one  upon  which  a  whole  vo- 

pills  marked  No.  I  contain  less  gam-  lumc  might  be  written;  and  because,  in 

Doge  (about  a  grain),  and  more  cream  of  ^he  next  place,  a  few  months  since  I  gare 

tartar;    the    other  constituents    being  *  lecture  on  these  cases,  which  many  of 

the  same.     There  is  also,  in   both,   a  yo"  jl^^^rd.  . 

trace  of  ginger.  That  a  mere  compound  ^""  'V'^,  fractured  his  leg  two  years 

of   drastic    purgatives    should   be   put  ^?V,  ^°^  bones  were  broken;  the  tibia 

forth  as  capable  of  curing  «  every  dis-  ti't  ^^"^^V^!  ^^"^  ^^'^^J'°  "I*" 
PAAP »»  mitrht  h^  Am^^^^   4U^   «^La  If   below.    The  fracture  was  treated  in  the 

!h!f;«i;^^5?^  T       }i^\  fu        u  "»°»1  ^'^y*  ^"t  did  not  unite.     A  surgeon 

absurdi  y,  did  we  not  see  that  the  pub-  of  considbrable  eminence  passed  in  a  iSton 

lie  swallow  the  imposture  and  the  pills  between  the  broken  ends  of  the  bone.   This 

with  amazing  avidity.     And  this  leads  practice  has  been  of  late  years  very  com- 

us  to  remark,  that  the  components  are  monly  bad  recourse  to.    It  was  first  re- 

occasionally  very  imperfectly  mixed —  commended  by  Dr.  Physic,  of  Philadelphia, 

probably  from   large  quantities  being  &nd  I  have  tried  it  in  three  cases,  in  two  of 

prepared   at  a  time,  and  the  mass  not  ^hich  it  succeeded :  but  the  experience  of 

triturated    with    sufficient    care.      We  ^'-  ^^y^^^  would  seem  to  show  that  this 

have  repeatedly  known  cases  where  half  V^^^'^^  "^^^^  succeeds,   except   in  the 

a  dozen  pills  have  produced  no  effect,  "I^k  uf  T%  •♦'^?^"^V^®  "1^  !5 

and  yet,  on  taking  one  or  two  more      w  th'^^^^^^ 

•M^o*    -:!.i     A         J®   1       X  ^1      ^"*t  tnere  was  not  one  case  of  ununited 

33fn,!i^n  K*'''^  "^Ta^  uncontrol.  fracture  of  the  lower  extremity  in  which 
able  purging  has  resulted;— a  circum-  it  did  not  fail:  indeed,  I  am  not  aware 
stance  easily  accounted  for,  by  supposiug    that  Uicit;  is  a  single  case  on  record  in 
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which  it  has  succeeded  in  the  lower  limb,  cle  has  been  found  interposed  between  the 

excepting  one  which  was  under  my  care,  broken  ends  of  the  bone ;   but  generally 

The  patient  was  a  boy,  in  this  hospital,  they  are  united  by  a  kind  of  ligamentous 

with  an  ununited  fracture  of  the  thigh,  structure :  in  other  words,  the  constitution 

A  seton  wa$  introduced  between  the  broken  is  often  not  strong  enough  to  form  new 

ends  of  the  bone,  and  he  recovered.  In  the  bone,  but  it  is  strong  enough  to  form  cal- 

present  instance,  it  would  be  absurd  to  re-  lus  or  ligament.    Sometimes  the  broken 

sort  to  this  plan ;  since  it  has,  as  I  just  ends  of  the  bone  are  quite  separate  from 

now  said,  been  already  tried,  and  has  failed,  each  other,  and  a  complete  joint  is  formed. 

There  is  another  method  which  was,  I  be-  When  this  happens,  tlie  ends  of  the  bones 
liere,  first  sugg^ted  by  Mr.  Amesbury.  entering  into  tne  fracture  are  covered  over 
He  recommends  you  to  press  ^agether  the  with  a  Ugamentous  structure,  and  are  en- 
broken  extremities  of  the  bone  in  opposite  closed  in  a  complete  capsular  ligament, 
directions,  so  as  to  keep  them  constantly  which  is  lined  bv  a  regular  synovial  mem- 
and  forcibly  in  contact.  Now  this  plan,  brane.  A  very  interesting  dissection  of  a 
which  is,  at  the  same  time,  ingenious  and  case  of  this  kind  is  related  by  Sir  E.  Home, 
scientific,  I  have  often  known  to  snc-  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Society  for  the 
eeed ;  and  I  had  a  patient  here  last  au-  Improvement  of  Medical  and  Chirurgical 
tnmn,  whose  case  I  uien  made  the  subject  Knowledge.  Now  in  this  case  I  thought, 
of  a  clinical  lecture,  with  whom  it  sue-  from  the  great  mobility  of  the  parts,  Uiat 
ceeded.  But  in  this  little  boy's  case  it  there  was  probably  a  fuse  joint;  but  upon 
has  been  already  tried— tried,  too,  under  cutting  down  upon  the  tibia,  I  found  that 
very  favourable  circumstances — under  the  the  two  portions  of  bone  were  connected 
superintendance  of  Mr.  Amesbury  him-  by  a  structure  which  seemed  half  liga- 
aelf;  but  without  success.  mentous  and  half  cartilaginous.  This  sub- 

In  former  times,  it  was  a  common  prac-  stance  I  cut  away,  as  you  saw,  with  the 
tice  to  cut  down  upon  the  bones  engaged  scalpel,  and  then  scraped  the  fractured  ex- 
in  an  ununited  fVacture,  and  to  remove  tremities  of  the  bone;  after  which  I 
their  extremities  with  a  saw :  in  other  dressed  the  incision  down  to  the  very  bot- 
words,  to  make  a  severe  compound  fhbc-  tom  with  lint.  The  lint  I  shall  leave  in 
ture.  This  practice  has  been,  I  believe,  for  three  or  four  days;  I  shall  then  re- 
occasionally  successful ;  but  the  instances  move  it,  and  perhaps  put  in  some  more, 
of  its  success  have  been  very  few,  com-  I  shall  allow  the  cavity  to  fill  up  with 
pared  with  those  of  its  failure.  I  remem-  granulations:  when  this  is  accomplished, 
ber  conversing  with  an  old  surgeon  of  emi-  I  propose  to  apply  pressure,  according  .to 
oence,  who  had  had  frequent  opportunities  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Amesbury,  in  order 
of  seeing  this  practice  resorted  to,  and  he  to  keep  the  parts  firmly  in  contact  But  it 
told  me  that  he  had  not  himself  known  a  may  be  asked  why  I  have  done  nothing  for 
single  case  in  which  it  had  been  attended  the  fibula.  In  the  first  place,  I  think  that  it 
wiUi  advantage.  But,  at  any  rate,  there  is  not  unlikely  that  the  fibula  may  unite  of 
would  be  a  decided  objection  to  it  in  this  itself,  if  I  should  succeed  in  the  cure  of  the 
case;  for  if  I  were  to  remove  much  of  the  tibia.  The  tibia,  if  it  gets  well,  will  act  as  a 
tibia  with  the  saw,  the  severed  ends  would  splint  constantly  applied  to  the  fibula,  and 
not  come  in  contact  again,  unless  I  were  will  keep  it  in  a  state  of  constant  rest. 
to  perform  the  same  operation  on  the  But  even  if  the  fractured  fibula  were  not 
fibua ;  and  this  would  be  altogether  a  to  unite,  no  great  harm  or  inconvenience 
frightful  operation,  attended  with  consi-  would,  I  apprehend,  follow.  The  princi- 
derable  danger  to  the  patient  What,  then,  pal  oflice  of  the  fibula  is  to  furnish  a  sur- 
can  be  done  ?  Sir  E.  Home  was  aecus-  face  for  the  attachment  of  the  interosseous 
tomed  to  mention,  in  his  lectures,  delivered  ligament  and  various  muscles.  It  is  the 
in  this  hospital,  a  remarkable  case  tibia  which  bears  the  weight  of  the  bo<h ; 
which  was  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Hunter,  and  a  leg  would  be  strong  enough  for 
A  patient  had  an  ununited  fracture  of  the  walking  upon,  and  for  all  ordinary  pur- 
humerus,  in  which  a  false  joint  had  form-  poses,  even  though  there  should  be  a  false 
ed.  Mr.  Hunter  cut  dovni  upon  the  part,  joint  in  the  fibula.  But  this  is  not  all. 
and  having  introduced  a  spatula,  scraped  The  operation  is  a  very  trifling  operation 
the  fractured  ends  of  the  bone ;  inflamma-  for  the  tibia,  but  is  very  far  from  a  trifling 
lion  followed;  lymph  was  efiused,  and  be-  operation  for  the  fibula.  The  tibia  is  co- 
came  organized.  Bone  was  deposited  in  vered  anteriorly  merely  "by  the  integu- 
its  centre ;  and  in  a  diort  time  bony  an-  ments,  and  it  is  easy  to  get  at  once  down 
chylosis  took  place.  In  this  case  I  have  to  the  bone,  without  disturbing  any  other 
performed  a  simihir  operation;  and  I  parts;  but  the  fibula  is  very  differently  si- 
trust  that  it  may  have  a  similar  result  tuated.     In  order  to  arrive  at  it,  fascia. 

When  a  fracture  is  not  united  by  bone,  and  amass  of  muscle,  must  be  cut  through, 

it  generally  happens  that  it  is  united  by  and  altogether  gi-eat  injury  must  be  m- 

ligamcnt    (Occasionally  a  (lortion  of  mus-  flided  on  these  various  textures,  as  well  as 
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on  nenres  and  blood-vessids.     Abscesses  emaciated,  witboat  pain  in  tbe  back,  or 
may  form — indeed  suppuration 'must   be  other  inconvenience  referable  to  tbe  kid- 
necessary  to  tbe  cure  of  such  a  wound —  ney ;  and  about  tbe  90th  of  June  be  be- 
sinuses  may  form  — matter  may  barrow  came  further  reduced  by  diarrhcea,  with 
amongst  the  muscles  of  the  leg,  and  in-  a  good  deal  of  pain  in  the  abdomen,  which, 
dace  a  series  of  symptoms  as  formidable  as  however,  seemed  rather  to  be  general  than 
tliose  which  we  often  find  to  attend  ab-  distinctly  in  the  course  of  the  ureters.  This 
soesses  burrowing  amongst  the  muscles  of  returned    at  intervals,  and   he    became 
the  thigh.      In  fact,  such  an  operation  gradually  worn  out,  and  died  on  the  6th 
would  in  all  probability  produce  nothing  of  Julv,  having  for  a  day  or  two  com- 
but  one  of  the  worst  kinds  of  compound  plained  of  intense  pain  in  his  head,  and 
fracture,  and  might  even  terminate  fatally,  naving  slept  a  good  deal,  but  without  the 
These  seem  to  me  to  be  abundant  reasons  tendency  to  stupor,  observed  on  a  former 
for  not  applying  to  the  fibula  an  opmtion  occasion. 

such  as  I  have  performed  on  the  tibia.    If  During    this    time  his  urethral  oom- 

.  the  fibula  he  made  the  subject  of  an  ope-  plaints  remained  nearly  in  the  same  stale, 

ration  at  all,  it  will  be  done  with  mofe  except  that  the  suppuration  from  the  ab- 

safety  after  the  union  of  the  tibia  has  soess,  which  I  told  you  I  believed  to  exist 

been  accomplished.  in  the  prostate  gland,  was  lessened;  and 

that  about  a  fortnight  before  his  death 

-^-— ------——-——----— ——"—  the  cartilaginous  tumour  in  the  peiineom 

a   little  increased  again,   though  not  to 

CLINICAL   OBSERVATIONS,  the  same  size  as  on  his  fint  admission 

n     «#     r^            TT  ^^^  ^  hospital      During  this  time    I 

By  Mb.  C^sar  Hawkins,  occasionally  passed  a   catheter  through 

At  St.  Gwrg€',  HotpitaL  the  stricture ;   but  for  the  most  part  his 

**  state  of  health  prevented  my  tiying  to 

—  do  so. 

1.  Stricture  and  Diieaie  of  ths  Kidnty.  .^^^  ^*^  "*  observe  the  state  of  the 
«    TiT   •      rir  •        J  rv        _^.r   ir..  urinary  organs.    First,  you  see  this  cavity 

2.  Effusum  of  UnnM  and  Dueoie  rf  the  Kuiaey.  ,it„at^  chiefly  in  front  of  the  strictaie, 

3.  Sloughing,  vrith  Diteate  of  the  Kidney.  in  the  midst  of  the  perinml  tumor;  it  is 
4  &  5.  Two  Caeei  of  Lithotomy..  now,  you  observe,  a  small  abscess,  com. 

municating  with  the  urethra;  but  during 

most  of  the  time  it  was  a  small  dilatation 

Thb  true  use,  gentlemen,  of  pathology,  is  ^^y  ^^  ^^  urethra,  and  contained  a  little 
not,  as  many  persons  seem  inclined  to  be-  «"ne,  which  could  be  pressed  out  of  it; 
lieve,  the  mere  knowle^  of  the  alteia-  ^^  ^^  suppuration  was  probably  daring 
tion  of  structure  which  diseased  parts  the  time  it  recently  enlaiged.  This  cavity 
undergo,  but  the  connecting  these  ar^a-  ^^^^T,  obstructed  the  bougies,  and  could 
tions  with  the  symptoms  pieviously  oh-  moily  he  avoided.  Next  you  see  the  braad 
served,  so  as  to  enable  us  to  recognise  *^^  ^"^  strictnie,  dense  and  white  in  ap- 
disease  in  its  early  stages,  before  afteia.  P®An^ce«iu>dtheurethra,tumedandtwisted 
tion  of  structure  has  commenced,  or  made  ^  ^^  ^'^^'  '^^  stricture  was,  in  fact,  more 
much  progress.  It  is  in  this  way  only  that  ^^,  ^^^  '^^®  than  on  the  other;  and  yoo 
we  can  hope  to  make  our  pathological  ^^^^  recollect  my  showing  you  sometimes 
observations  subservient  to  the  cure  of  that  the  end  of  the  instrument  had  to  be 
our  patient  Now  I  brought  under  your  >i^^^  to  the  left  side  before  it  could  be 
notice,  a  few  weeks  since,  some  cases  of  ^"^^  to  go  round  the  point  of  obstruction 
the  obscuro  and  interesting  diseases  to  ^'^  tolerable-sized  catheter  used,  however, 
which  the  kidney  is  liable*;  and  as  one  ®^  ^^^>  ^  f^  through  the  stricture.  Next 
of  these  cases  has  ended  fatally  within  7^^  "^  ^^^  abscess  in  the  prostate  gland, 
these  few  days,  we  will,  if  you  please,  ^  ^^^  ^^  ^^  the  back  of  which  has  been 
terminate  our  observations  of  it  by  a  few  absorbed,  to  form  the  parietes  of  the 
remarks  upon  its  final  result;— I  mean  ^^ity;  the  abscess  may  be  laige  enough 
the  case  of  John  Weighell,  with  stricture  ^  oonUin  a  table-spoonful  of  pus,  and  by 
and  disease  of  the  kidney.  As  far  as  the  ^^*  situation  in  contact  with  the  rectum, 
kidneys  were  concerned,  there  was  no  ™*J^  **?^®  contributed  to  the  oocurrence  of 
diange  since  our  former  leothre  upon  this  ^^  diarrhoea  under  which  he  suffered, 
subject :  the  symptoms  continued  in  the  ^o\^  ^^  the  opening  into  the  urethra 
same  quiet  form,  and  there  was  no  return  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^®  verumoatanum,  in  which 
of  suppuration  from  these  organs ;  but  he  *  ***^"  y®"  ^®  P®^^t  of  the  catheter  was 
became  gradually  pale,  and  weak,  and  ™l««>tly  obstructed.  Look,  in  the  next 
— .  place,  to  the  effect  upon  the  bladder  of 

*  Sec  the  present  volume  of  ihe  Medical  Ga-  constant  straining  against  the  stricture  : 

■etie,  |,agc426.  it  is  thickened  to  the  extent  of  above  half 
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ftn  incfay  ftnd  th»  hOrg^e  faaciculi  of  niiifca.  pain,  with  tome  feFer,  and  the  bladder  was 

lar  fibr8»|mnect  far  into  the  bladder,  the  much  distended  with  water, 

muoous  membrane,  which  isdark-colonred,  Now,  I  told  you,  some  time  ago,  when 

▼ascalar,  and  inflamed,  being  folded  into  speakinff  of  effusion  of  urine,  that  I  liked, 

numerous  little  pouches  beneath  the  net-  if  possible,  to  pass  a  catheter  into  ihe 

work  of  the  inner  fibres.    Then  vou  ob-  bladder,  and  in  making   the   necessary 

serve  the  ureters,  the  pelves  of  the  kidneys,  incisions,  to  let  one  of  them  reach  the 

and  the  infundibnla,  somewhat  enlarged,  instrument  in  the  urethra,  near  the  usual 

especially  the  renal  pelWs  of  the  left  side,  seat  of  the  stricture.    I  found,  however, 

and   their  mucous   membrane  inflamed,  here  that  the  catheter  would  not  at  first 

Lastly,  you  see  that  kind  of  alteration  of  pass,  from  the  tense  state  of  the  parts,  and 

structure  in  both  kidneys  which  (lecasion-  irom  the  quantity  of  sloughs  in  which  Uie 

ed  the  symptoms  I  detailed  on  a  former  oc-  point  was  obstructed,  even  near  the  end  of 

casion  :    the  secreting   structure  in  both  the  penis ;  I  therefore  made  several  inci- 

being  firm  and  condensed,  and  of  a  yellow  sions  in  the  scrotum  and  penis  of  consider- 

colour ;  and  the  left  kidney,  which  is  nearly  able  depth  and  length,  and  another  in  Uie 

of  its  natural  size,  more  vascular  and  brittle  perineum,  down  to  the  usual  situation  of 

than  the  right,  which  is  diminished  to  half  the  effusion ;  which  last,  in  fact,  gave  exit 

its  natural  buJk ;  and  in  this  part  of  it,  subsequently  to  some  urine,  besides  that 

not  above  a  quarter  of  an   inch    thick  which  came  through  the  catheter.    I  gave 

•around  the  dilated  inlhndibyla.    When  him  fifty  drops  of  laudanum,  and  had  him 

speaking  to  you  of  this  case  before,  I  men-  placed   in  a  warm  bath  as  soon  as  the 

tioned  the  different  ways  in  which  pus  hsmorrhage  ceased.     Two   hours  after- 

was  secreted  in  the  kiJney ;  and  I  said,  wards  he  was  much  more  comfortable ; 

that  in  eonsequence  of  the  quantity  of  the  swelling  was  not  above  half  the  size  it 

blood  which  preceded  the  discharge  of  pus,  had  been  previously;  and  after  some  little 

I  rather  suspected  that  it  came  from  a  dr-  difficulty,  the  catheter  now  entered  the 

cumscribed  abscess.     I  have  looked,  how-  bladder,  and  drew  off  the  water  which  dis- 

ever,  into  this  parL  and  although  indented  tended  it 

on  the  surface,  and  nearly  absorbed,  I  can-  When  vou  first  see  such  cases  as  these, 

not  say  I  see  any  thing  liae  the  remains  of  vou  may  tnink,  perhaps,  if  a  stricture  is  so 

an  abscess;  so  that  I  conclude  the  pus  bad,  and  produces  ao  serious  an  impedi- 

must  have  come  away  in  the  more  usual  ment  to  the  expulsion  of  the  urine,  that 

manner,  by  secretion  from  the  mucous  sur-  the  urethra  actually  gives  way  behind  it ; 

fiMse.    You  might  perhaps  think  that  the  that  the  introduction  of  a  catheter  must 

Jnantity  was  too  great  for  this  source,  but  be  almost  impossible;  but  in  practice  yon 

have  often  seen  many  ounces  secreted  daily  will  fortunately  find  that  there  is  seldom 

from  the  kidney,  as  in  this  case,  without  much    difficulty ;    for   the  urine  having 

any  breach  of  surface.    And  as  it  happens  made  its  way  into  the  cellular  structure, 

that  another  interesting  case,  which  has  the  patient  is  in  great  measure  relieved 

ended  fatally  this  week,  shows  you  this  from  his  violent  pain  and  straining,  and 

fact  in  a  marked  degree,  I  will  next  bring  the  spasm  of  the  stricture  giving  way, 

it  before  yon.  it  admita  an  instrument  with  tolerable 

facility.     This  man,    for  instance,  bore 

Pollard  Tate,  aged  83  years,  was  ad-  a  catheter  of  considerable  size,  so  that  but 

mitted  on  Friday,  June  27tn,  in  this  state,  little  water  passed  throuprh  the  sloughy 

He  is  a  carpenter,  of  fhll  plethoric  habit,  parts.    Probably,  indeed,  in  him  the  stric- 

and  has  been  subject  to  stricture,  with  oc-  ture  actually  sloughed  away,  at  that  time, 

casional  retention  of  urine,  for  the  last  six  nearly  the  whole  length  of  the  urethra 

years,  though  he  has  done  nothing  for  it  having  been  destroyed,  as  you  saw  at  the 

On  Sunday  night,  when  in  bed,  he  felt  a  examination. 

desire   to  make  water,  but  was  unable  This  case  afforded  you  an  admirable 

to  do  so;  only  a  little  dribbling  away,  exampleof  the  effects  of  incisions  in  reliev- 

with  mndi  straining;  nor  has  any  water  ing  cellular  inflammation,  in  contrast  with 

eome  away  since,  except  by  drops.    On  the  case  of  Irish,  which  we  considered  in 

Monday  toe  penis  began   t(>  swell ;    he  the  last  lecture :  in  that  case  the  whole  of 

passed  a  bad  night ;  and  on  Tuesday  he  the  integuments  of  the  penis,  scrotum', 

had  several  rigors,  the  swelling  now  ex-  and  perineum,  and  even  the  coats  of  the 

tending  to  the  scrotum.     The  swelling  the  testis,  were  destroyed  by  simple  cellu- 

went  on  increasing  till  Friday,  the  27th,  lar  inflammation,  which  had  lasted  only 

when  he  first  applied  to  a  medical  man,  two  days,  and  in  which  no  opportunity 

who  sent  him  to  tne  hospital.  was  afforded  of  making  incisions  till  the 

On  his  admission,  the  penis  and  scro-  parts  were  almost  dead,  and  yet  the  exa- 

tnm,  the  perineum,  and  lower  part  of  the  mination  showed  us  yesterday  that  the 

abdomen,  were  enormously  swelled,  and  of  urethra  was  perfectly  healthy,  though  the 

a  vivid  red  colour :  be  was  in  very  great  case  looked  so  much  like  cflusion  of  urine, 
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vihen  it  was  first  admitted.    In  this  case,  quantity  of  winej  and  other  itimnlants, 

on  the  other  hand,  notwithstanding  the  which   were    ^ven    him.      On    the  6tb, 

irritation'of  extensive  infiltration  of  urine,  our  notes  still  notice  the  cold  clammy 

not  a  single  portion  of  skin  died,  because  sweat,  without  apparent  cause;  for  the 

the  incisions  were  made  in  time  to  save  it.  erysipelas,    at    this    time,    was    scarcelj 

Four  or  five  days  after  Tate's  admission,  spreading,  and  was  of  a  better  colour,  and 

I  took  this  little  calculus,  like  a  grain  the  local  state  did  not  account  for  it,  the 

of  coffee  in  shape  and  appearance,  from  wounds  being  clean,  and  the  skin  quite 

one  of  the  incisions  on  the  penis.    I  look  healthy. 

upon  this,  from  his  history,  as  having  pro-  To  what,  then,  was  this  owing  ?     Sup* 

bably  been  the  consequence  of  his  stric-  pnretion  some  where  wasevident;  bat  where 

ture,  and  the  immediate  cause  of  the  eflu-  was  it  ?    I  spoke  to  yon,  at  one  time,  of  the 

sion,  by  having  been  forced  out  by  the  possibility  of  the  effusion  having  produced 

bladder  against  the  stricture,  and  having  inflammation  in  the  pelvis ;  but,  in  ge. 

become  so  impacted  in  the  already-narrow  neral,  the  inflammation  is  bounded  by  Uie 

canal  as  to  block  it  up  completely.  deep  fascia  of  the  pelvis,  on  the  outside 

You  have  watched,  I  believe,  the  pro-  of  which  the  effusion  invariably  takes  place; 

grcss  of  this  case,  and  saw  that  it  was  he  had  had  no  pain  about  the  sacramy 

very  favourable  for  several  days,  all  the  or  above  the  pubes;  and  this  canse  did 

sloughs  having  come  away  fVom  under  the  not  seem  probable,  or  was  there  absorp. 

skin  of  the  penis,  scrotum,  and  perineum,  tion  of  pus,  or  other  diseased  secretions,  so 

the  discharge  having  become  healthy,  and  as  to  occasion  those  secondary  abscesses 

the  sores  granulating  well ;  during  which  which  are  but  too  common  in  suivicat 

time  the  catheter  was  kept  in  the  bladder,  practice.    This,  on  the  whole,  seemed  the 

and  the  constitutional  treatment  consisted  most  probable  supposition  ;  but  if  so,  no 

merely   of   some    occasional    purgatives,  local  deposit  yet  made  its  appearance.   On 

with  saline  mixture  and  ammonia,  and  of  the  6th,  indeed,  he  had  slight  diarrhoea,  and 

moderately  good  diet;  beef-tea,  and  so  on.  a  little  tenderness  of  the  abdomen ;  and  on 

In  fact,  as  to  the  effusion  of  nrine,  he  had  the  day  of  his  death  pain  was  complained  of 

•nearly  recovered  from   his  danger,    and  in  one  wrist-joint    He  sunk,  however,  on 

might  have  recovered  but  for  more  serious  the  8th  July,  and  the  state  of  the  kidneys 

disease :  he  had,  indeed,  besides,  some  ery-  afforded  sufficient  ground  for  his  previous 

sipelas,  which  commenced  on  the  Ist  July;  condition,  though  no  complaint  was  made, 

■but  this  was  mild,  and  confined  to  the  which  could  lead  to  a  knowledge  of  tlieir 

surfkce  of  the  skin,  and  scarcely  affected  condition,  while  he  was  in  the  hospital, 

his  system,  and  did  not  in  the  least  inter-  The  bladder  was  nearly  in  the  same  state 

f*:Te  with  the  cleaning  of  the  sores.  as  Weighell's,mnch  thickened,  and  retica. 

In  this  case,  then,  no  skin  mortified ;  lated,  and  inflamed,  and  contained  a  good 

but,  in  fact,  very  extensive  destruction,  deal  of  thick  bloody  urine.    The  nreteis 

even  of  the  integuments,  by^  effusion  of  were  very  much  dilated  and  inflamed,  and 

urine,  is  rapidly  recovered  from  in  persons  both  of  them  were  twisted  and  obstructed 

apparently  so  healthy  as  this  man  seemed  near  the  kidney,  as  you  may  see,  by  other 

to  be,  during  the  first  few  days.    Indeed,  preparations  in  the  museum,  is  often  the 

you  have  only  to  recollect  Irish's  case,  case  in  stricture.    The  pelves  of  the  kid- 

which  I  have  alluded  to,  to  believe  this ;  neys,  and  infnndibula,  were  much  more 

for,  although  more  skin    was  lost  than  distended  than  in  Weighell;   in  a  high 

I  have  seen  even  in  effusion  of  urine,  yet  state  of  inflammation ;  and  the  kidneys 

the  surface  of  the  testes  and  spermatic  themselves  were  coated  with  thick  yellow 

cordfl,  and  the  other  parts  around,  were  lymph ;  and  all  these  parts  were  on  both 

healthy ;  and  be,  too,  might  have  survived,  sides  full  of  a  dark,  bloody,  purulent  se- 

but  for  the  inflammation,  almost  amount-  cretion,  quite  pulpy  in  consistence,  and 

ing  to  gangrene,  which  we  saw  in  the  mu-  which  haa  passed  down  in  great  quantity 

cous  membrane  of  the  bowels,  and  which  into  the  bladder.    The  structure  of  both 

was  indicated  even  on  his  admission,  by  organs  was  inflamed,  but  not  yet  con- 

commencing  aphthous  ulcerations  in  the  densed    or   diminished   in    bulk,   as    in 

month,  and  which  was  ultimately  fatal  by  Weighell.      In  the  right  kidney,  where 

diarrhoBa.  most  lymph  bad  been  deposited,  one  or 

But,    notwithstanding  the    favourable  two  of  the  infundibula  looked  like  distinct 

condition  of  Tate  at  first,  you  saw,  on  the  abscesses.    Subsequent  examinatitm,  how. 

morning  of  the  3rd  of  this  month,  a  sud-  ever,  shewed  that  this  was  not  the  case, 

den  change  in  the  expression  of  his  coun-  the  cavities  all  communicating  with  the 

tenance,  a  complete  prostration  of  strength,  pelvis  of  the  kidney  by  continuous  mucous 

and  a  copious  perspiration,  with  coldness  surface. 

of  the  bands  and  feet    This   alarming  So  many  ounces  of  purulent  fluid  being 

condition  continued,  and  he  vsras  scarcely  thus  evidently  formed  by  the  mucous  ear- 

at  any  time  excited    by  a   considerable  face  in  this  case,  it  is  not  surprising  that 
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we  found  no  abscess  in   the  kidney  in  operation  of  lithotomy  perfonned  than 

Weighell.     I  hope,  too,  you  attended  to  that  of  lithotrity.    I  am  not  alluding:  to  a 

the  appearance  of  the  secretion,  as  it  is  case  which  you  saw  last  year  in  this  hos. 

exactly  like  that  which  has  come  away  pital,  under  Baron  Heurteloup,  because 

during  the  several  attacks  of  renal  disease  the  occurrence  of  sanguineous  apoplexy, 

that  another  patient,  Colston,  has  had,  which  was  there  fatal,  might  have  oc- 

though  in  him  not  yet  fatal;  that  is  to  rurred  after  any  operation,  and  did  not 

say,  there  is  a  quantity  of  blood  with  the  detract  from  the  value  of  the  operation ; 

pus,  coming  away  not  m  small  coagula,  as  but  I  am  alluding  to  several  other  well 

it  did  in  some  measure  in  Weighell,  but  known  cases.     Nor,  in  fact,  is  it  at  all  sur. 

as  a  sauguineous  secretion,  without  nip-  prising  that  there  should  be  sometimes 

ture  of  vessels.  considerable  irritation,  when  we  consider 

This  patient,  then,  died  of  renal  dis-  that  the  stone  itself,  or  its  numerous  frag. 

ease,  produced  by  his  neglected  stricture ;  ments,  remain  behind  to  excite  irritation, 

and  it  shews  you  the  extent  to  which  renal  in  addition  to  that  produced  by  perhaps 

disease  may  go  on  without  producing  com-  several  successive  o|)erations  with  the  in- 

plaint ;  this  patient  being  a  remarkably  strumentB.    The  fact  is,  that  if  you  take 

stouthealthy-looking  person,  who  had  never  away  the  two  dangers— 1st,  of  disease  and 

resorted  to  medical  aid  tiU  several  days  after  disorganization  of  the  bladder  and  kid- 

eflTasion  of  urine  had  taken  place;  and  fur.  neys,  which  is  equal  in  the  two  cases;  and, 

ther,  yon  have  seen  the  sudden  and  fatal  2dly,  of  large  stones,  by  the  extraction  of 

aggravation  of  the  renal  disease,  notwith-  which  laceration  of  the  soft  parts  about 

standing  its  previous  slow  and  insidious  the  neck  of  the  bladder  is  necessarily  occa- 

progress.     Such,  too,  is  often  the  cause  of  sioned,  (but  the  breaking  down  of  which 

death  after  the  operation  of  lithotomy,  must  also  be  more  or  less  tedious  and  ha. 

especially  in  old  persons,  the  stone  pro-  zardous,)  then  I  am  satisfied  that  the  ope- 

dncing  the  same  disease  of  the  kidney  as  ration  of  lithotomy  is  by  no  means  so  dan- 

in  this  person  was  occasioned  by  the  stric-  gerous  as  is  commonly  imagined,  provided 

ture;  and  just  in  the  same  wav  they  snd-  the  operation  has  been  so  performed  as  to 

denly  sink,  after  apparently  going  on  well  leave  a  free  and  depending  wound  of  the 

for  a  few  days ;  such,  too,  is  the  condition  external  parts  for  the  urine  to  escape,  and 

occasionally,  when  you  think,  during  its  a  small  wound  of  the  internal  parts  con. 

treatment,  that  you  have  nearly  cured  a  nected  with  the  prostate, 
stricture.  How  trivial  the  operation    is,    under 

You  will  take  notice,  also,  that  this  is  these  circumstances,  you  can  see,  I  hope, 

one  of  the  dangers  to  which  patients  are  in  two  little  boys  lying  in  the  next  beds  to 

equally  exposed  after  the  new  operation  of  one  another,  on  whom  I  have  performed 

lithotrity,  as  well  as  after  the  old  method  the  operation  of  lithotomy.    The  first  of 

of  extracting  stone.    In  fact,  I  cannot  help  these,  George  Stone,  a  little  boy  between 

believing  that  the  danger  following  the  five  and  six,  admitted  on  the  4th  of  last 

operation  of  breaking  down  stones  in  the  month,  had  only  slight  symptoms  of  stone, 

bladder  is  as  much  too  lightly  regarded  though  they  had  commenced*  before   he 

as  those  of  lithotomy  have  been  exagger.  was  a  year  old.    I  removed  the  stone  on' 

ated  in  the  opinion^  both  of  medical  men  the  19th  of  last  month,  and  you  saw  that 

and  of  the  public.    It  is  well  known  that,  he  had  not  even  the  slightest  fever,  at  least 

in  this  country  at  least,  a  ^reat  degree  of  I  did  not  myself  observe  the  least  accelera- 

selection  has  been  observed  in  the  cases  in  tion  of  pulse.    On  the  26th,  a  week  after* 

which  lithotrity  has  been  to  any  extent  wards,  our  notes  tell  us  that  some  urine 

performed,  while  we,  on  the  other  hand,  began  to  come  through  the  urethra;  and 

are  often  obliged  to  perform  the  operations  since  the  3d  July,  the  twelfth  or  thirteenth 

of  lithotomy  against  our  judgment — in  un.  dayafter  the  operation, not  a  drop  has  come 

favourable  as  well  as  favourable  cases — in  through  the  wound.    July  6Ui,  the  wound 

those  even  in  which  the  other  operation  was  almost  well ;  and  it  would  probably 

has  been  declined.    Tables  have  formerly  have  to-day  been  quite  so,  biit  that  he  is 

been  published  of  the  result  of  many  cases  in  such  spirits  as  to  have  rather  irritated 

of  litnrotrity,  whence,  without  so  much  it,  by  not  being  able  to  keep  his  legs  quiet, 

selection,  it  would  seem  that  the  mortality  I  may  observe,  with  regard  to  the  stone, 

has  been  as  high  as  after  lithotomy ;  and  that  it  had  very  much  the  appearance  of 

even  with  all  the  present  improvements  in  being  jHtrtly  in  a  cyst,  for  it  could  only  be 

the  method  employed,  so  many  fatal  cases  felt  in  sounding  by*the  point  of  the  instru-' 

have  occurred,  even  in  the  most  expe.  ment  turned  towards  the  pubes;   and  it 

xienced  hands,  that  I  much  doubt  whether,  was  quite  fixed  in  this  situation  during 

in    old    cases    of   stone,   where  there  is  the  operation,  from  which  I  had  to  dis- 

any  suspicion    of  disease    of    the    kid.  lodge  it,  with  some  little  difficulty,  by  the 

ney,  or  other  serious  disorganization,  it  finger  turned  quite  up  above  the  pubes ; 

would  not  be  less  dangerous  to  have  the  and  you  caa  see  how  peculiar  the  shape  of 


BfR«  HAWKINS  ON  TKE  0PERATlO?i  OF  LITHOTOUr. 

the  ftone  is,  as  if  this  iuutow  part  mapr  the  sound ;  for  this  stone  also,  as  is  dfleir 

hare  been  confined.    I  do  not  mean  posi-  the  case  in  children,  was  not  percei? ed  to- 

tiTely  to  assert  that  it  was  so ;  but  if  not,  wards  the  back  of  the  bladacr,  bat  only 

i\  mast  have  been  rery  tightly  held  by  the  when  the  sound  was  drawn  towards  the 

contracted  bladder,  both  in  sounding  and  pubes. 
in  the  extraction.  You  had  an  opportnnity,  daring  the 

The  other  case  is  also  a  little  boy,  of  operation,  of  seeing  the  carious  extent  to 

about  six  (James  Elmes),  admitted  on  the  which  intus-susception,  or  pn^apsus  of  the 

2d  July.    As  the  operation,  however,  was  rectum,  may  take  ^aoe,  in  Gonseqaence  of 

only  performed  yesterday,  the  10th,  I  cannot  the  irritation  jof  a  stone  upon  the  reetnm ; 

assert  that  he  is  in  no  oanger ;  but  I  have  for  I  have  seldom  seen  so  large  a  descent 

no  doubt  that  he  will  do  as  well  as  the  even  in  an  adult      The    boy    held   his 

other  child,  having  at  present  not    the  breath  most  resolutely  the  moment  the 

smallest  sign  of  any  bad  symptom :  indeed  external  incision  was  begun,  so  that  the 

.  he  has  passed  a  better  niffht,  and  seems  bowel  was  forced  down,  and,  as  you  saw, 

actually  better  than  before  ne  was  operated  it  almost  baffled   the  attempts  that  my 

on  K    Nor  is  it  wonderful  (on  the  suppo  colleague  made  to  reduce  it  and  keep  it  up, 

sition  that  the  operation  of  lithotomy  is  in  and  it  required  some  caution  not  to  wound 

Utel^  not  a  dangerous  one)  that  he  should  it  in  completing  the  incision  into  the  mem- 

actufUly  be  in  a  better  condition ;  for  not-  branous  part  of  the  urethra;  as  it  formed, 

withstanding  the  difficulty  there  has  been  after  the  reduction,  a  large  tomor  within 

in  detecting  the  stone,  his  sufferings  from  the  outlet  of  the  pelvis,  which  completely 

it  have  been  very  severe,  as,  in  addition  to  filled  the  space  between  the  sides  of  the 

the  usual  pain  in  the  penis  and  bladder,  innominata,  obliging  me  to  watch  for  one 

and  the  occasional  stoppage  of  the  water  or  two  periods,  when  he  was  renewing  his 

while  he  is  making  it,  he  has  had  so  much  breath,  to  be  able  to  push  aside  the  greal 

irritation  as  to  have  experienced  several  mass  of  the  rectum,  in  order  to  cut  with 

attacks  of  complete  retention  of  urine,  safety.    Afterwards,  of  course,  it  did  not 

which  is  by  no  means  a  common  symptom  signify,  as  the  finger  was  then  able  to  de* 

of  stone,  rec^uiring  the  use  of  the  catheter,  press  the  bowel  out  of  the  way  of  the  knife. 
On  his  admission,  what  is  more  usual,  he        By  the  by,  in  speaking  of  the  two  ope- 

was  unable  to  retain  it  a  moment  alter  rations  of  lithotomy  and  breaking  down 

the  pain  came  on ;  indeed  it  constantly  the  stone,  I  had,  of  course,  no  choice  in 

dribbled  away,  so  that  I  have  scarcely  seen  either  of  these  two  cases ;  as,  on  acconnt 

any  of  it,  in  order  to  examine  it    He  was  of  the  size  of  the  urethra  at  this  early  age, 

in  constant  suffering,  and  had  prolapsus  it  is  not  safe  to  trust  to  the  temper  of  an  v 

ani  to  a  great  degree,  in  consequence  of  instruments  small  enough  to  enter  the  blaa- 

the  bowels  always  acting  violently  when  der  for  the  purpose  of  breaking  the  stone, 

the  pain  in  the  bladder  was  severe.  In  fact,  now  that  the  construction  of  the 

This  boy  was  in  the  hospital  in  May  necessaxy  instruments  has  been  so  much 

of  last  year,  when  I  was  unable  to  de-  simplified  as  to  make  them  nearly  perfect, 

tect  the  stone,  and,  having  scarlet  fever,  and  to  render  the  operation  of  broking  in- 

he  was  taken  home  again ;  nor  was  it  finitely  less  dangerous  t6an  on  its  first  in^ 

perceived    either  before  that  time,    nor  troduction,  and  comparatively  easy  of  exc- 

since,  although  a  sound  or  catheter  has  cutfon  by  any  one,  the  great  thing  seems 

often  been  used  by  different  persons.    On  to  be  to  estabUsh  some  general  role  of  dis. 

sounding  him  a  few  davs  ago,  however,  tinction  as  to  the  classes  of  cases  in  whidi 

the  stone  was  immediately  perceived,  but  lithotomy  should  be  performed,  or  in  which 

you  observed,  when  he  was  brought  into  the  old  operation  of  lithotomy  is  either  ne* 

the  theatre,  that  my  colleagues  could  not  cessary  or  preferable  to  the  other, 
immediately  detect  its  presence.    If  you        As  I  have  alluded  to  the  singular  case  of 

examine  the  stone,  you  will  percei ?e  the  Irish,  in  which  so  much  destruction  of 

probable  reason  of  this  uncertainty;  and  parts  took  place  ttom  cellolar  inflamnuu 

why,  when  it  was  pereei?ed,  although  as  tion,  without  any  effusion  of  urine,  I  have 

large  as  a  nutmeg,  it  seemed  much  smaller  plac^  on  the  table,  for  your  inspection, 

than  it  really  was.    This  was  because  it  is  the  bladder  and  kidneys.    Yon  will  see 

soft  and  rough  on  the  outside,  firom  an  ex-  the  bladder  inflamed,  and  with  projections 

terior  layer,  apparently  of  triple  phosphate  of  mucous  membrane  slightly  ulcerated 

of  ammonia  and  magnesia,  and  because  it  and  covered  with  sabulous  matter,  though 

is  very  light  in  proportion  to  its  diameter;  he  does  not  seem  to  have  made  any  com. 

consequently  it  neither  rung  when  struck,  plaint,  at  any  time,  of  any  vesical  malady ; 

as  a  firmer  stone  does,  nor  appeared  so  and  in  the  kidney  you  may  observe  nume- 

large  when  poised  in  the  concave  side  of  rous  small  bodies,  like  cartilage  almost  in 

•  Jt.1,  22d -since  thi.  lector,  wm  delivered  «>n«J?tence  f  nd  of  the  sizc  of  a  pca^    The 

tliii  boy  bu  gone  on  quite  well,  and  inoit  of  tbt  fnnction  of  the  organs  was  probably  not 

WAter  already  paseet  by  the  urethra.  interfered  with  ;   at  least  I  cannot  connect 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS.  023 

them  with  any  particular  functional  de-  the  happiness  or  diminish  the  suflerinp^s  of 

xmngement  in  the  account  given  me  of  his  mankind.      In  advancing   these  objects, 

prerions   condition.      As    we  have  been  oar  own  science  stood  prfe-eroinent,  and 

speaking,  however,  of  renal  diseases,  you  theardourwith  which  anatomy,  pathology, 

may  examine  their  structure,  if  you  please,  medicine,  and  surgery,  were  cultivated,  he 

simply  as  a  ftuct  in  pathology.  proved  by  pointing  out  the  advances  they 

had    recently   made.     His    biographical 

sketches  were  very  interesting:  but  as  the 

ANNIVERSARY  HKETINO  .^Mmss  wiU  be  published  immediately,  I 

^'  *"*  shall  say  no  more  on  this  subject. 

PROVINCIAL    MEDICAL    ASSO-  Dr.   Turner  presented    his   report  on 

CIATION.  Anatomy.    He  took  a  cursory  view  of  the 

-^-*  different  epochs  which  marked  the  pro* 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  gzess  of  the  science,  but  dwelt  more  espe- 

Sm  ciaily  on  its  rapid  improvement  during  the 

I  AH  happy  to  say  that  the  meeting  of  the  ^*  ^^7  7^^'    ^^J^^  ^^^i^\  ^^  fseoenl 

Provincial  Medical  Association,  on  Friday  anatomy,  he  entered  more  at  length,  and 

last,  in  this  place,  fully  equalled  the  most  8»^«  •  classification  of  the  tissues,  which 

sanguine  expectations  of  iU  most  ardent  "PPI^red  to  please  most  present 

friends.     At  the  general  meeting,  upwards  ,The  report  on  the  Chemi^  Pathology 

of  three  hundnS  persons  were  present,  ^i  J^®  ^}^^*  prepared  by  Mr.  Jenmngs, 

It  was,  indeed,  a  pleasing  sight  to  see  so  «J  I^amington,  was  read  by  Dr.  Streeten, 

large  a  number  of  men,  many  of  whom  <^  Worcester,  in  consequence  of  the  ilhiess 

had  travelled  great  distances,  thus  met  to-  f  ">«  ^?™?'  gentleman.    It  contained  a 

gethcr  for  the  advancement  of  our  science.  ^^  collection  of  facU  connected  wiA  the 

Amongst  the  members  present  were  to  be  altered  character  of  the  blood  in  different 

fbnnd  the  most  eminent  practitioners  in  disease;  some  collected  from  the  observa- 

the  provinces,-men  who,  by  their  talents,  ^lons  of  previous  wntew,  others  the  results 

had  long  earned  the  highest  reputation  ^  ^^,  ^^  analyses.    This  appeare  to  be 

both  witii  their  brethren  and  the  public.  »  "ubject  ftiU  of  mterrat,  and  requiring  the 

Where  so  many  men  of  talent  are  congre-  «>ntmned  exertions  of  many  inquirers  be- 

gated,  it  it  difficult  to  particularize;  but  I  "^" '^•J*?^"*'?^  "*  ""*«"  ®*  **. 

noticed  with  peculiar  satisfaction  tiie  vene-  ^'-  ^^^^*  of  Worcester,  read  an  inte- 

rable  Sir  Chas.  Throckmortion,  Bart  M.D.  "»*»">»  commumcaUon  from  oor  foreign 

and  Joseph  Crane,  Esq.  the  fathers  of  the  ©orrespondent  at  Amsterdam,  Dr.  Nieuwen- 

take  place  at 

-,     w^               —«                 ^  Pr«id«iit.     Under 

ridcnT  for"airinsuing7w.""''Dr.  Cimick,  "«*>  *"»P'^  *,'"^*  *^'*"i  meeting 

of  Bristol,  who  so  ably  performed  tiie  ™«y  ^  considered  Minsured.-I  am, hir, 

duties  of  president  hist  year,  again  joined  ^^^  obedient  servant, 

^ii?o^Li;'^{cr^l!:f^^i  "  HOYAL  COLLEGE  OP  8UROEONS 

caUed  youthful.    There  were  also  present  ^^  LONDON. 

Dr.  Davies,  Dr.  Riley,  Mr.  Hetiing,  and  ■'"^" 

Mr.  Fripp/of  Bristol;  Dr.  Barlow  and  "ot^i-ATiONs  of  the  council  bbsfbct- 

Mr.  Soden,  of  Bath ;  Dr.  Jeffreys  and  Mr.  1".°  J.??,!.**'I!!^Li'L^^f^!iV'''"  ^' 

Dawson,  of  Liverpool;  Dr.  Bardsley,  and  '»-——*•—-  ~*-  — -  «—«»-. 


profession.  The  learnS  Professor  of  Medi-    ^ZJ*  ^         ^.  ...  ^ 

cine  in  the  University  of  Oxford,  Dr.  Kidd,    ^  The  next  me^ng  wm  ti 
waspresen^  and  unanimously  elected  pre-     word  ;    Da.   Kron,  Frem 


CANDIDATBS  FOK  THB   DIPLOMA. 


Ransom,    Wilson,   and   Turner,  L  Candidates  will  be  required  to  bring 

of  Manchester;  Dr.  Jones,  of  Denbigh;  proof: 

Mr.  Griffiths,  of  Hereford ;  Dr.  Forbes,  of  L  Of  being  twenty-two  years  of  age. 

Chichester;   Dr.  Steviftis,  of  Ely;    Drs.  2.   Of  having  been  engaged  five  years 

Hastings,    Maiden,   and    Streeten,    and  in  the  acquirement  of  professional  know. 

Messrs.  Sheppard  and  Hebb,  of  Worcester;  ledge. 

D«.  Conolly  and  Wake,  of   Warwick;  8.  Of  haying  studied  Anatomy  and  Phy. 

and   Dr.  Luard   and   Mr.  Jennings,   of  siology,  by  attendance  on  Lectures  and 

Leamington.  Demonstrations,  and  by  Dissections,  dur. 

The  Annual  Retrospective  Address,  de-  ing  two  anatomical  seasons*, 

liyered  by  Dr.  Conolly,  was  the  most  elo-  4.   Of  having  attended    at  least  two 

quent  I  ever  heard.    He  considered  it  the  courses  of  Lectures  on  Snidery,  delivered  in 

olject  of  this  address  to  mark  the  circum-  two  distinct  periods  or  seasons,  each  course 

stances  which  particularly  characterized  to  comprise  not  less  than  sixty  Lectures. 

the  proient  period  and  which  he  conceived  .  An  .n.tomlcal  .ei^on  U  understood  to  extend 

to  be  the  great  ardour  evinced  in  the  pur-  f^m  October  to  April.  Inciiwlve.  and  to  comprise 

suit  of  an  sciences  calculated  to  increase  at  lr«»t  140  Lectures  ou  Anatomy  and  Phrtlologri 
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6,  Of  having  attended  lectures  on  the 
Practice  of  Phasic,  on  Chemistry  and  on 
Midwiferv,  danng  six  months;  compris- 
ing not  less  than  sixty  Lectures  respec- 
tively, and  on  Botany  and  Materia  Medica 
during  three  months. 

6.  Of  having  attended,  during  twelve 
months,  the  surgical  practice  of  a  recog- 
nized  hospital  in  London,  Dublin,  Edin- 
burgh, Glasgow,  or  Aberdeen;  or  for  six 
months  in  any  one  of  such  hospitals,  and 
twelve  months  in  any  recognised  provincial 
hospital. 

II.  Members  and  Licentiates  in  Suigeiy  of 
any  legally  constituted  CoUfege  of  Sur- 
geons  in  'the   United    Kingdom,    and 
Graduates  in   Surgery  of  any  Univer- 
sity requiring  residence  to  obtain  De- 
grees, will  be  admitted  for  examination 
on  producing   their  Diploma,  License, 
or  Degree,  together  with  proofs  of  being 
twenty. two  years  of  age,  and  of  having 
been  occupied  five  years  in  the  acquire- 
ment of  professional  knowledge. 
N.B. — CertiBcates  will  not  be    recog. 
nized  from  any  hospital  unless  the  sur- 
geons thereto,  or  a  majority  of  them,   be 
members  of  one  of  the  legally  constituted 
Colleges  of  Surgeons  in  the  United  King, 
dom;  nor  from  any  school  of  Anatomy^ 
Physiology,  Surgery,  or  Midwifery,  unless 
the  respective  teachers  be  members  of  some 
legally  constituted  College  of  Physicians 
or  Surgeons  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

Certificates  will  not  be  received  on  more 
than  two  branches  of  science  from, 
one  and  the  same  Lecturer,  but  Ana- 
tomy and  Physiology,  Demonstrations 
and  Dissections,  Materia  Medica  and 
Botany,  will  be  respectively  considered  aa 
one  branch  of  Science. 

In  the  Certificates  of  attendance  on 
Hospital  Practice,  and  on  Lectuies,  the 
dates  of  commencement  and  termination 
are  to  be  inserted  in  words  at  full  length. 
All  the  required  Certificates  aro  to  be 
delivered  at  the  Colle^peten  days  before  the 
Candidate  can  be  admitted  to  Examination. 
(By  Order  of  the  Council), 

Edmund  Bblfovk,  Sec 
July  10. 1684. 

ciacuLAa  TO  lecturers. 

Sir, — In  consequence  of  the  occasional 
irregularities  that  hare  taken  place  in  the 
certificates,  transmitted  to  the  Court  of  Exa- 
miners of  this  College,  I  am  directed  by  the 
Council  to  acquaint  you,  that  it  is  their 
anxious  wish  to  have  some  plan  devised 
and  adopted  by  the  lecturers  at  the  va- 
rious medical  schools  of  the  United  King- 
dom, whereby  the  regular  attendance  of 

occtipying  not  Ie<s  than  one  hour  each,  giveu  on 
separate  days  J  and  at  least  100  Demonstrations 
of  the  like  doration,  given  In  a  similar  mumper  i 
exclusive  of  Uissectlons,  of  which  distinct  Certi- 
ficales  are  required. 


the  students  on  the  lectures  at  such 
schools  may  be  enforced  and  registered,  so 
as  to  entitle  the  students  to  receive,  and  to 
justify  the  lecturers  in  giving,  certificates 
of  attendance,  the  accuracy  of  which  may 
be  relied  upon  by  this  College,  and  which 
the  greatest  vigilance  and  circumspection 
on  tne  part  of  the  lectunsfs  cannot  at  all 
times  secure  under  the  present  system, 
where  there  is  a  want  of  some  such  check 
and  registry. 

The  Council  will  consider  themselves 
obliged  by  your  attention  to  their  wishes, 
and  will  thankfully  receire  any  sugge«. 
tions  you  may  be  pleased  to  ofller  on  the 
means  which,  in  the  opinion  of  yourself 
and  your  colleagues,  may  be  best  adapted 
to  etfect  this  important  object. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
Edhukd  Belfour,  Sie, 

July  3, 18S4. 
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Babombtbh. 

a0-16toM0» 
29  84       39-7» 


Julg,  18S4. 

Tbismohstsr. 

Thursday .  17 

from  68  to  87 

Friday    .  .  18 

60      76 

Saturday  .  19 

60      69 

Sunday  .  .  20 

49      65 

Bfonday .  .  21 

61       66 

Tuesday .  .  22 

68      71 

Wednesday  28 

61       76 

29-61 
29-88 
39  66 
29-81 
29-94 


29  60 
29M 
29  72 
2991 
29  97 


Wind  Tariahle,  S.W.  prevailing. 

Except  the  17th  and  2Srd,  cloudy,  with  frc* 
queut  ratn  i  a  tbundcr*itorm  in  the  cTeuinf  of 
the  18th. 

Rain  ftUlen,  2  Inches  and  *3  of  an  inch. 

The  irheat,  which  errry  where  promiiea  abun- 
dance*  has  In  some  places  been  cot;  and  d» 
doubt,  but  for  the  rain  aloce  the  17tlL  the  barrcra 
would  ere  this  have  generally  comOMticed. 

The  thennome ter  rose  on  the  1 7th  to  a  height 
not  attained  since  June  28th,  1826,  at  which  time 
It  was  89. 

Charles  Hsnry  Adam*. 


WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  of  BURIALS, 

From  Bills  of  Mortality,  July  22, 1834. 

Abscess 

8 

Hcmla ... 

1 

Age  and  Debility . 

86 

Hooplng-Coogh   . 

14 

Apoplexy 

7 

Inflammation 

as 

Asthma         • 

16 

BoivelsSc  Stomach 

9 

Cancer 

2 

Brain                 • 

4 

ChlMbirth     . 

6 

Lungs  and  Plfora  19 

Cholera 

11 

Ii^sanlty 

h 

Consumption 

76 

Liver,  diseased     • 

« 

Constipation  of  the 

Ifeafilea   '     . 

7 

Bowels              . 

1 

Mortification 

ft 

Convulsions         . 

46 

Paralysia 

1 

Croup    . 

2 

Rheumatism         • 

1 

Dentition  or  Teething  12 

Scrofula        .     -  . 

1 

Dropsy 

14 

Small- Pox     . 

» 

Dropsy  on  the  Brain 

14 

Sore   Throat    and 

Epilepsy 

2 

Quinsey    . 

1 

Erysipelas    . 

2 

Spasms         •       • 

S 

Fever 

9 

Stone  and  Gravel 

1 

Fever,  Scarlet 

9 

Thrnsh 

4 

Fever,  Typhus     . 

4 

Unknown  Canaos 

10 

Oout     .        • 

1 

Hiemorrhage 

1 

Stillborn 

39 

Increase  of  Burials,  ai 

■  compared  with  1   ^^ 
t      •      .       .  5 

the  preceding  wrel 

W.WiLsov,  Printer,  57,  SViuner-Strect,  Londmi.' 
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LECTURES  daDgerous,  this  accident  calls  for  the  most 

anxious  and  serious  attention. 

Dependent  on  a  partial  detachment  of  the  pla- 

THEORY  AND  PRACTICE    OF  eenta, — We  must  remember  that  all  alarm. 

MIDWIFERY*  ing  hemorrhages  during  parturition,  and 

'  towards  the  close  of  ge-tation,  are  to  be 

Delivered  at  the  Tendon  Hospital^  regarded  as  originating  in  a  partial  detach. 

Br  Francis  H.  Rabisbotham,  M.D.  f^""^  ''^}^,t  P^**^°^  ^'""J^  *^«.  ""^^^J"^  «"■•- 

'  face,  and  the  consequent  opening  of  a  cer- 

tain  number  of  vascular  orifices.    For  al- 

Lectuee  XLIII.  though  some  physiologists  have  supposed 

r^muDTvv  T^n/^rroo  that  the  vessels  which  communicate  with 

COMFLEX  LABOURS.  the  decidua  might,  when  a  portion  of  that 

We  enter  to-day  on  the  consideration  of  membrane  became  loosenea  from  its  ute- 

tfae  last  class  of  labours— eomp^,  which  rine  connexion,  furnish  a  sufficient  quan- 

embraces  nine  orders;  not,  however,  in-  tity  of  blood  to  constitute  an  alarming  dis- 

eluded  under  one  head  because  of  any  ana-  charge,  I  cannot  think  but  that  they  have 

logy  that  they  bear  to  each  other,  but  overrated  the  consequence  of  such  an  acci- 

merely    to    prevent    the    embarrassment  dent ;  and  that,  during  the  latter  half  of 

which  might  arise  fVom  a  multiplication  pregnancy  at  least,  we  should  attribute  all 

of  separate  and  distinct  classes.  dangerous  floodings  to  a  partial  separation 

These  zxe^fonty   labours  complicated  of  the  placental  mass  itself, 

with  haemorrhage ;  teamdly,  with  convul-  It  Is  a  common  observation,  that  the  ear- 

sions;    thirdly,    with     ruptured    uterus;  lieringestation  haemorrhage  occurs,  the  less 

fmrthly,  ruptured  bladder;  fifthly,  syncope,  danger  does  it  generally  bring  with  it;  so 

independently  of  hsemorrhage,  or  any  ex-  that  either  towards  the  full  period  of  preg. 

tensive  laceration  or  other  lesion ;  siithly,  nancy,  or  during  the  progress  of  labour,  an 

descent  of  the  funis  by  the  side  of  the  head,  attack  of  flooding  is  by  fur  more  frequently 

or  breech;  Koenthlyy  the  descent  of  the  hand  fatal  than  in  the  more  early  weeks.    This 

by  the  head  or  breech ;  eighthly,  labours  in  is  owing,  as  you  well  know,  to  the  enor- 

which  monsters  are  brought  forth;    and  mous  size  which  the  vessels  have  acquired 

ninthly,  in  which  there  is  a  plurality  of  towards  the  close  of  pregnancy.    We  have 

children.  seen  in   the  uterus  at  different  periods, 

that,  as  it  enlarges  in  bulk,  and  its  cavity 

HAEMOKBHAOE  DCRINO  LABOUR.  increases  in  extent,  the  blood-vessels  also 

Hemorrhage  is  by  far  the  most  frequent  undergo  a  gradual  dilatation  in  their  cali- 
aource  of  danger  to  a  lying-in  woman.  We  bre,  and  that,  towards  the  close  of  gesta- 
have  already  spoken  of  it  as  occurring  un-  tion,  the  arteries  have  acquired  a  capacity 
der  some  deranged  states  of  uterus,  where  sufficient  to  admit  the  barrel  of  a  goose- 
no  organic  disease  existed ;  and  we  shall  quill  without  any  difficulty,  and  the  veins 
hereafter  have  an  opportunity  of  consider-  a  cylinder  of  even  laivcr  diameter.  I 
ing  it  under  pregnancy — as  accompanying  have  myself,  upon  more  than  one  occasion, 
abortion — and  as  one  of  the  most  common  when  removing  an  adherent  placenta  from 
symptoms  of  change  in  structure.  We  the  uterus,  accidentally  and  unintention- 
shall  now  confine  our  remarks  to  hsmor-  ally  passed  the  extremity  of  my  finger 
rhage  during  labour:  and  since,  the  oc-  within  one  of  these  apertures;  so  that  you 
currents  is  so  frequent,  and  the  result  so  can  imagine  what  an  immense  quantity  of 

348.— XIV.  2  S 
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blood  may  be  instantaneously  poured  out  the  constitution  is  not  so  great,  still  we 
from  such  vessels  when  opened.  must  look  with  much  anxiety  on  these 
Passive  in  character.'^ It  must  also  be  continual  drainings,  for  they  will  in  time 
borne  in  mind,  that  haamorrhage  from  the  undermine  the  most  robust  nabit ;  and  I 
uterus^  under  labour,  should  be  viewed  as  have  remarked,  that  women  usually  reco. 
of  a  passive  character ;  that  the  blood  ver  better  when  a  small  quantity  has  snd- 
(^scapes,  not  as  a  consequence  of  any  forci-  denly  gushed  forth  in  one  eruption,  than 
ble  rupture,  produced  by  the  excessive  ac-  when  wey  have  lost  a  larger  quantity  more 
tion  of  the  heart  and  arterial  system,— as  is  slowly ;  although,  in  the  latter  case,  they 
generally  the  case  in  haemoptysis, — but  may  have  experienced  but  little  compara- 
merely  by  being  allowed  to  exude  through  tive  distress  at  the  time  the  blood  was 
orifices  render^  patulous  by  the  separa-  flowing.  Dropsies,  purgings,  affections  of 
tion  of  a  subistance  which  had  previously  the  chest,  and  organic  diseases  of  tlie 
closed  them ;  and  that  our  treatment  must  abdominal  viscera,  have  more  frequently 
therefore  necessarily  be  directed  towards  followed  a  draining  continued  for  a 
preserving  within  the  body  as  much  of  the  length  of  time,  than  one  sudden  gush, 
vital  fluid  as  possible,  if  the  flow  be  immo-  notwithstanding  that  the  violence  of  the 
derate.  shock  may  have  produced  a  state  of  syn. 
Effect  on  the  system  to  be  regarded  more  than  cope  that  was  alarming  at  the  moment. 
9ua7}tifv*— Although  a  large  loss  of  blood  is  The  danger  then  will  be  partly  produced 
always  greatly  to  be  dreaded,  yet  in  practice  by  the  quantity  lost,  partly  by  the  celerity 
we  do  not  so  much  regard  the  quantity  that  with  which  It  iBows,  and  must  be  estimat- 
flows,  as  the  effiect  which  the  loss  produces  ed  by  the  eflect  on  the  constitution, 
upon  the  constitution  of  the  patient ;  be-  Seldom  continues  titl  death* — When  a  wo. 
cause  we  find  that  different  women  vary  very  man  floods,  it  is  very  seldom  that  the  dis- 
remarkably  in  their  capabilities  of  bearing  charge  will  continue  with  the  same  impe- 
up  against  the  results  (if  haemorrhage.  It  tuosity  until  death  supervenes. — I  use  the 
is  astonishing  how  slight  a  degree  of  de-  expressive  term  ^  flooding,"  understood 
pression  will  follow  an  excessive  flooding  in  equally  by  the  female  as  the  medical 
some  women ;  and  how  small  a  discharge,  world,  as  descriptive  of  the  violence  of  the 
comparatively,  will  destroy  others.  I  have  eruption.  It  often,  in  truth,  resembles  a 
known  two  women  die  from  the  eruption  deluge,  and  has  been  fancifully  compared 
of  scarcely  a  pint  of  blood ;  and  I  have  to  the  sudden  bursting  of  the  flood-gates 
seen  others  recover  perfectly  when  they  of  a  river. — It  is  not  usual,  then,  for  the 
have  suffered  the  loss  of  some  quarts ;  so  hemorrhage  to  proceed  uninterrupted  un- 
U)at  the  quantity  which  would  constitute  til  the  last  vital  gasp  is  drawn ;  but  the 
a  dangerous  haemorrhage  in  one  constitu-  patient  faints  and  rallies,  and  faints  again : 
tion,  would  in  another  not  even  produce  and  at  length  a  perfect  syncope  will  para- 
alann.  lyse  the  senses,  deaden  the  nervous  energy. 
Besides  the  quantity  of  blood  lost,  the  and  put  a  stop  for  ever  to  the  action  of  the 
danger  to  the  patient  depends  also  on  the  heart.  Occasionally,  indeed,  one  tremen- 
celerity  with  which  it  flows.  If  a  pint  dous  burst  takes  place,  which  so  com- 
escape  at  one  gush,  it  is  usually  followed  pletely  depresses  the  system,  that  a  mortal 
by  a  state  of  faintness,  and  perhaps  com-  faint  at  once  occurs.  The  heart  and 
plete  syncope;  but  a  slow  draining  may  sanguiferous  vessels  become  so  rapidly 
go  on  for  a  considerable  time,  until,  in-  emptied,  that  they  possess  no  longer  the 
deed,  in  the  whole,  some  ouarts  may  have  power  of  contracting  upon  their  diminish- 
oozed  away,  with  but  little  constitutional  ed  contents,  so  as  to  propel  them  onwards; 
disturbance ;  and  this  difference  may  de-  and  thus,  after  making  some  vain  and  fn- 
pend  on  two  circumstances:— In  the  first  tile  efforts  to  keep  up  the  circulation, 
place,  the  arteries  throughout  the  entire  their  action  entirely  ceases,  never  to  be  re- 
body,  by  the  power  of  contractitm  inherent  stored ;  though  this  is  comparatively  rare, 
in  their  structures,  accommodate  them-  Sometimes,  again,  a  slow  draining  will  go 
selves  in  diameter  to  the  decreased  quan-  on  for  a  length  of  time,  the  faintness  in- 
tity  of  their  contents ;  and  this  diminution  creasing  with  the  loss  of  blood,  the  heart's 
in  calibre  they  have  an  opportunity  of  ef-  action  never  being  perfectly  suspended 
fecting  when  the  blood  flows  slowly,  but  during  the  continuance  of  the  discharge, 
not  when  it  passes  out  with  greater  rapi-  and  the  first  attack  of  syncope  will  he  the 
dity :  and  secondly,  at  the  same  time  that  last. 

the  discharge  is  going  on,  fresh  blood  is  Means  adopted  61/  nature  to  arrest  htr^ 
also  formed  by  the  assimilation  of  nourish-  nwnhage. —  Since,  then,  bleedings  seldom 
ment ;  and  thus  the  deficiency  is  in  part  continue  uninterruptedly  until  death  takes 
at  least  supplied,  and  a  more  equal  balance  place,  it  is  clear  that  a  process  is  esta- 
is  kept  up.  blished  b}'  nature  for  the  purpose  of  sub- 
But  although  the  immediate  effect  on  duiug  hsemorrhage.     When  an  artery  is 
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wonnded,  there  are  three  principal  ways  by  canal.    Its  coats  also  become  thickened  by 

which  nature  has  been  supposed  to  endea-  a  similar  process — namely,  a  deposition  of 

▼onr  to  put  a  stop  to  the  immediate  flow  lymph  within  their  structure ;  by  which 

of  blood ;  and  a  fourth,  by  which  she  ren-  two  conjoint  actions  the  vessel  is  converted, 

ders  the  safety  of  the  patient  permanent,  in  process  of  time,  into  a  ligamentous 

The  first  philosophical  attempt  to  explain  cord ;  and  this  change  is  usually  observed 

nature's  mode  of  proceeding  in  suppress-  to  have  taken  place  as  high  as  the  first 

ing  hsBmorrfaage  from  divid^  arteries,  was  lateral  branch  given  off  above  the  seat  of 

given  to  the  world  in  1731  by  M.  Petit,  injury. 

who  accounted  for  it  on  the  principle  of  a        It  is  an  established  principle  of  im- 

coagulum  formed  around,  and  at  the  ex-  proved  suigery,  in  cases  where  an  artery  is 

tremity  of  the  bleeding  vessel,  extending  to  pricked,  and  cannot  be  secured,  to  divide 

a  considerable  distance  within  the  cavity  it  completely  across ;  by  which  the  best 

of  the  canal,  lying  partly   within,  and  chance  is  afforded  it  of  diminishing  its 

partly  externally ;  and  thus  offering  a  bar-  capacity,  of    bumng  itself  within    the 

rier  to  the  tree  flow  of  blood.    This  opi-  surrounding  cellular  structure,  and  of  be- 

nion  was  in  a  few  years  attacked  by  Mo-  coming  plugged  at  its  extremity  by  the 

rand,  who   was  afterwards  followed   by  formation  of  a  clot. 
Poutean,  Kirkland,  Qooch,  and  others. —        From  observing  these  wonderful  expcdi* 

These  physiologists  insisted  that  the  chief  ents  adopted  by  nature,  and  the  changes 

cause  consisted  in  a  change  which  the  ar-  she  has  instituted,  modem  art  has  derived 

tery  itself  undergoes ;    that  change  was  a  most  valuable  lesson,  and  the  surgeon 

described  as  being  a  corrugation,  or  plait-  now  throws  a  ligature  around  the  sides  of 

ing,  of  the  circular  fibres  of  the  vessel,  by  the  canal,  which  at  once  renders  it  in- 

which  its  calibre  is  directly  diminished,  stantly  impervious,  in  the  same  manner 

together  with  a  shortening,  a  correspond-  that  nature  attempts  through  the  medium 

ing  thickening  of  its  longitudinal  fibres,  of  a  ooagulum  of  blood;  and  the  process 

and   a   retraction    of  the  open   mouth,  of  adhesion  and  consoli<^tioa  afterwards 

which  all  indirectly  assist  in  contracting  advance  in  even  a  more  rapidly  progres- 

its  canal.    The  third  opinion  was  that  of  sive  manner. 

the  late  Mr.  John  Bell,  who  asserts,  that        To  apply  this  to  our  present  purpose,  let 

"  when  haemorrhage  stops  of  its  own  ac-  us  examine  if  there  are  any  means  analo. 

eord,  it  is  neither  from  the  retraction  of  the  gous  to  those  just  spoken  of,  by  which  na- 

artei^,  nor  the  constriction  of  its  fibres,  ture  or  art  can  restrain  hsBmorrhage  from 

nor  the  formation  of  clots,  bat  by  the  eel-  the  uterus  under  labour.    If  the  structure 

lolar  substance  which  surrounds  the  artery  of  the  uterus  be  such  as  I  have  demon - 

being  injected  with  blood ;"  and  he  sup-  strated  it,  and  especially  if  the  vessels  fol- 

posed  Uie  pressure  thus  occasioned  to  be  low  their  tortuous  course  as  I  have  dc- 

the  cause  of  the  suppression  of  Uie  bleeding,  scribed  them,  not  terminating  in    open 

More  extended  observation  has  taught  mouths,  but  having  circular  or  oval  aper. 

ns  that  each  of  these  means  contributes  its  tures  at  their  sides — and  if  these  vessels  arc 

due  share  towards  the  object  which  nature  most,  if  not  all,  of  them  veins— it  is  im 

has  in  view ;  and  we  now  consider  that  possible  that  they  should  be  able  to  retract 

the  flow  is  temporarily  restrained  partly  by  and  bury  themselves  within  the  surround. 

the  extremity  of  4he  vessel  contracting,  ing  parts;  they  might,  indeed,  be  com- 

partly  by  its  retraction  within  the  sur-  parea  to  the  punctured  vessels  of  a  limb, 

ronnoing   cellular   substance,   partly  by  Even  if  the  arteries  terminated  as  we  have 

blood  emised  into  that  cellular  substance,  hitherto   always     been    taught,  in    o]ien 

and  partly  by  a  clot  formed  at  its  extre-  mouths,  there  is  so  small  a  quantity  of 

mity,  and  passing  to  a  considerable  dis-  loose  cellular  substance  in  the  uterine  struc- 

tance  within  its  canal.    But  it  must  be  ture,  among  which  they  could  bury  them- 

evident  that  such  slender  safeguards,  even  selves,  that  we  can  hardly  expect  rctrac- 

when  acting  under  the  most  favourable  tion  to  assist  us  in  this  emergency;  and 

circumstances,  can  only  exert  an  influence  we  therefore  lay  it  down  as  a  principle 

for  a  limited  time,  and  that  there  must  that  this  expedient  will  not  serve  us.     I 

be  great  danger  of  renewed  bleeding  on  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  coagulation 

the  application  of  many  trifling  exciting  does  not  occasionally  take  place  at  the  vas 

causes.    Nature,  then,  not  content  with  cular  apertures  described;  on  the  contrary, 

the  insufficient  security  obtained  through  indeed,  I  have  had  frequent  proofs  that  it 

these  means,  has  instituted  another  process,  does,  and  that  it  is  some  safeguard  against  * 

by  which  the  perviousness  of  the  canal  the  continuance  of  haemorrhage;  but  still 

is  permanently  destroyed.      The  divided  it  is  a  very  poor  one,  and  one  upon  which 

extremity  of  the  artery  inflames,  its  vasa  we  are  not  warranted  in  relying,  provided 

propria  pour  out  lymph,  which,  adhering  to  there  arc  any  other  means  which  we  can 

the  internal  coat  of  the  vessel,   fills  up  have  recourse  to.  Nor  am  I  exactly  preparefl 

the  cavity,  and  eventuaily  obliterates  the  to  say  that  consolidation  of  the  vessels  by 
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eoagalating  lymph,  might  not  perha|)«  oc-  ot  the  Teasel  closed  at  one  point,  of  a 
cur  $  but  we  snould  not  a  yrian  expect  it,  be-  line's  breadth,  but  the  compression  extendi 
cause  the  occasion  of  its  deposition,  in  a  along  the  whole  of  its  canal.    We  must 
divided  vessel,  is  the  inflammatory  state  ever  bear  in  mind,  that  it  is  to  uterine 
setup  as  a  consequence  of  injury.  In  the  contraction  alone  that  we  are  to  look  for 
separation  of  the  placenta  from  its  uterine  the  ultimate  safety  of  every  woman  from 
attachment,  however,  there  is  no  solution  flooding  under  labour :  if  it  were  not  for 
of  the  continuity  of  the  vessel  itself — there  this  contraction,  she  must  inevitably  die. 
is  no  injury  sustained  by  it — and  we  can-  Symptoms. — The  symptoms    which    ac 
not,  tJiereK>re,  with  any  shew  of  reason,  company  uterine  hsemorrhage  under  la- 
anticipate  the  occurrence  of  adhesive  in-  hour,  are  those  of  bleeding  in  generaL 
flammation.    An  argument  against  such  a  The  pulse  becomes  quick,  small,  feeble, 
supposition  will  also  immediately  ofler  it-  indistinct,  and  fluttering;  the  breathing  be- 
self  to  every  practical  man;  for  when  a  comeshurriedand  laboured;  the  respiration 
woman  has  once  suflfered  an  attack  of  h»-  is  drawn  with  sobs  and  sighs;  the  voice  fal- 
morrhase  towards  the  close  of  pregnancy,  t^rs;  the  countenance  is  pallid;  the  lips  ex- 
she  will  very  often,  even  on  the  slightest  sanguined ;  the  eyes  glassy  and  lustreless ; 
exertion,  become  the  subj  ect  of  an  eruption  the  extremities  cold ;  and  a  cold  perspiration 
of  blood,  during  the  remainder  of  gesta-  breaks  out  on  the  cheek,  neck, and  forehead, 
tion,    which    could    not    happen    if   a  The  pulse,  by  degrees,  becomes  more  feeble 
process  of  consolidation  were  going  on  in  and  indistinct,  and  at  last  fainting  super- 
the  vessels,  similar  to  what  takes  place  venes.    During   the  continuance  of   this 
when  an  artery  is  divided.     I  know,  in-  faint,  the  patient  remains  motionless,  and 
deed,  that  the  reverse  of  tins  is  sometimes  the  pulse  at  the  wrist  is  not  to  be  felt  at 
observed •> that  hemorrhage  under  preg-  all,  perhaps,  or  at  the  most  is  beating  very 
nancy,  although  it  may  return  upon  more  languidly.    The  heart's  action  is  auo  eo- 
than  one  occasion,  may  also  be  perma*  feebled,  or  possibly  suspended  for  a  few 
nently  stopped,  and  that  by  a  natural  strokes.    After  an  uncertain  time,  the  pulse 
cause :  but  this  is  to  be  accounted  for,  not  is  again  to  be  felt ;  the  breathing  is  more 
by  an  obliteration  in  the  vessels  themselves,  natural;  the  lips  and  cheeks  partially  re^ 
but  by  a  morbid  adhesion  which  the  sepa-  gain  their  beauteous  tinge,  and  the  eye  a 
rated  portion  of  the  placenta  contracts  portion  of  its  fire;  the  extremities  and  the 
with  the  uterus,  owing  to  the  effusion  of  general  surface  become  warmer.    With  a 
coagulable  lymph  between  the  two  sur-  return  of  animation — with  a  restoration  of 
faces.    But  even  presuming  that  it  was  arterial  action— occurs  a   return  of   the 
possible  for  a  consolidation  of  the  bleeding  bleeding;  and  the  patient  rallies,  only  to 
vessel  to  occur  to  the  fullest  extent,  still  contend  with  fresh  and  increased  dangerai 
the  process  must  occupy  a  considerable  Again  the  pulse  flags ;  again  she  sobs  and 
time ;  nature  cannot  effect  it  at  once  ;•—  sighs ;   again  there    appear    the  ghastly 
in  hsemorrhage  under  labour,  death  must  face  and  sunken  eye ;  again  animation  is 
occur  before  eveil  it  could  be  commenced ;  suspended ;  and  usually  the  second  faint 
consequently  it  cannot  be  considered  as  a  is  more  intense  and  longer  than  before, 
means  of  preservation.  She  may  recover  a  second  time,  with  de- 
But   independently  of  the  formation  pressed  powers;  and  now  possibly  restless- 
of  coagula— independently,  if  it  is  even  ness  will  take  the  place-of  quiet    At  finit 
possible,    of  the    consolidation    of    the  she  throws  her  arms  about,  tosses  off  the 
trunk    of  the  vessels,  and   their  retrac-  bed-clothes,  cries  out  for  IVesh  air ;  and 
tion  —  nature     arrests    uterine    haomor-  then  uui venal  jactitation  supervenes.    No 
rhage  under  labour  by  means   as  sure,  entreaties,  and  scarcely  force,  can  restrain 
as  powerful,  as  effective,  nay,  even  more  her  in  one  position,  till  again  she  sinks 
80    than     the   silkern     ligature    of    the  motionless    and    faint.     On    recovering 
surgeon,  and    almost    analogous    to  it:  again,    there    will    probably    be    rigpn 
—I  mean  the  contraction  of  the  uterine  throughout  the   whole  frame;    vomiting 
fibres.    We  have  demonstrated  the  blood-  will  come  on ;  there  is  great  anxiety  of 
vessels  circulating  in  the  uterus  in  a  most  countenance  and  mind;— tlie  is  sore  she  is 
tortuous    manner,   intersected    and  sur-  dying,  calls  for  her  husband  and  children ; 
rounded  by  the  uterine  fibres  in  the  form  and  although  seldom  her  presence  of  mind 
of  a  complicated  net- work.     When  the  and  fortitude  forsake  her,  still  much  dread 
fibres  of  the  uterus  contract,  the  vessels  and  solicitude  are  evident.    A  sense  of 
are  closed  by  the  compression ;  and  it  is  constriction  of  the  chest  will  next  appear, 
to  this  admirable  contrivance,  to  this  in-  as  if  a  cord  were  tightly  drawn  around  the 
comparable  system  of  "  living  ligatures,"  centre  of  the  body.    This  suffocating  sen- 
that  ail  women  owe  their  safety  after  de-  sation  is  usually  followed  by  two  or  three 
livery.    This  arrangement  of  nature  pos-  convulsions,  and  death  closes  the  terrible 
sesses  a  decided  advantage  over  the  art  of  and  agonizing  scene, 
the  surgeon;  because  not  only  is  the  trunk  Although  these  are  the  general  symp. 
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tomsy  alid  they  mostly  oocar  in  the  causing  a  runture  of  the  vascular  coats,  but 
order  in  which  1  hare  enumerated  is  occasioned  by  the  blood  being  allowed 
them,  it  is  not  necessary  that  they  should  to  exude  through  ori6ces  already  render- 
all  shew  themseWes ;  —  rigors  and  to.  ed  patulous ;  and  it  must  be  likened  in  its 
miting,  for  instance,  may  be  wanting;  character  to  the  bleeding  from  a  punctured 
and  the  time  which  may  be  occupied  from  wound.  If  a  patient  were  brought  to  a 
the  first  commencement  of  fainting  till  surgeon  with  the  radial  or  ulnar  artery,  or 
death  results,  varies  exceedingly,  accord-  any  other  large  vessel,  divided,  would  any 
ing  to  the  constitutional  strength  and  seve-  man  in  his  senses  think  to  stop  the  flow  of 
ral  external  circumstances.  Sometimes,  blood  by  syncope  induced  by  bleeding  at 
as  before  remarked,  the  first  attack  of  syn-  the  arm  ?— Certainly  not ;  he  would  put  a 
cope  carries  off  the  patient;  sometimes  ligature  around  the  vessel,  and  endeavour 
there  are  many  faintings,  and  the  vital  to  save  the  patient  from  a  greater  loss., 
spirit  flutters  and  hovers  around  the  de>  In  a  case  of  placental  presentation,  how- 
voted  head,  as  if  unwilling  to  quit  a  tene-  ever,  before  any  means  were  taken  to 
ment  which  it  has  so  long  inhabited.  You  accomplish  delivery,  I  have  known  the 
may  have  observed  the  flame  of  a  candle  patient  bled,  in  the  hope  of  restraining 
dying  in  its  socket ;  it  rises  occasionally  the  haemorrhage,  which  venr  act,  in  a 
and  flickers,  throwing  a  sudden,  a  tremu-  g^reat  degree,  diminished  her  previous 
lous,  and  transient  flare  through  the  apart-  chance  of  life.  I  do  not  mean  to  assert 
ment,  and  as  quickly  subsides — the  mo-  that  in  very  many  cases  of  hiemorrhage 
mentary  glare  giving  place  to  darkness  and  under  pregnancy,  and  especially  the  cany 
f^loom.  in  the  same  way  the  last  remain,  stages,  bleeding  may  not  be  highly  useful ; 
ing  spark  of  life  brightens  and  gleams,  but  in  labours  complicated  with  flooding, 
and  flashes  for  an  instant,  and  when  again  it  is  scarcely  ever— nay,  I  would  say 
it  sinks,  more  cheerless  is  the  prospect  left,  never— serviceable.  Let  us  not  think, 
from  the  destruction  of  those  vain  hopes  then,  of  bleeding  from  the  arm  while 
which  the  temporary  restoration  had  in-  the  blood  is  gushing  from  the  uterus  dur- 
spired.  ing  labour. 

Under  such  a  state  of  distress  and  dan-  Secondly,  let  us  consider  opium.  Opium 

gcr,  the  medical  man's  duty  is  indeed  of  is  held  up  by  many  very  great  authori- 

the  most  arduous  and  harrowing  descrip-  ties  as  a  most  valuable  means  for  arrest- 

tion ;  to  be  of  service,  he  must  be  prompt,  in^    haemorrhage,    particularly  after  the 

persevering,  steady,  and  decisive;  and  he  child  is  bom,  and  the  placenta  has  been 

must  continue  in  the  use  of  his  means  un-  expelled.    Opium  takes  off  muscular  con- 

til  the  total  cessation  of  the  respiratory  ac-  traction,  by  destroying  nervous  sensibtlitv  ; 

tlons  proves  that  life  is  entirely  extinct.  and  it  also  removes  uterine  action— the 

Treatment.^ln  the  treatment  of  b»mor-  rery  power  on  which  alone  we  are  to  rely 
rhage  our  duty  is  twofold :  Jirsi,  to  restore  for  the  full  and  complete  closure  of  the 
the  patient  ttom  the  faint  into  which  she  open  vessels.  Does  it  not,  then,  seem  pre- 
has  fallen,  provided  its  intensity,  or  the  posterons  to  use  those  very  means  for  sub- 
length  of  its  duration  indicate  immedi-  dninghiemorrhagewhich  would  take  away 
ate  danger;  ieeondlVf  to  prevent  a  return  our  only  source  of  safety  ?  Few  men,  even 
or  increase  of  the  bleeding.  its  most  strenuous  advocates,  recommend 

The  treatment  that  wo  should  have  re-  it  at  the  commencement  of  labour,  or 

courseto  as  a  general  principle,  on  flooding  before  the  child  is  born;    and  hereafter 

occnrring^  during  labour,  is,  in  fact,  much  an  opportunity  will   be  afforded    us   of 

the  same  as  that  we  should  employ  under  canvassing  its  merits    after   the  birth  is 

many  of  the  ordinary  states  of  haemorrhage,  perfected. 

There  are  particular  means,  indeed,  which  Thirdly,  stimuli.  Stimuli  are  had  re- 
are  applicable  to  eveij  particular  case,  and  course  to  for  the  purpose  of  rousing  the 
which  I  shall  hereaAer  mention,  when  I  vital  energies,— to  keep  the  patient  from 
come  to  treat  of  those  cases  individually,  sinking  under  the  faintness  occasioned  by 
but  I  shall  now  speak  of  our  management  the  dischaive ;  but  their  use  is  dangerous,, 
generally;  and,  in  the  first  place,  let  usgive  and  ihey  should  be  avoided,  if  they  can 
our  attention  to  venesection.  It  was  in  any  way  be  dispensed  with ;  because, 
formerly  the  practice  to  consider  that  all  through  their  agency,  the  nervous  and  arte- 
fasemorffaages,  except  they  arose  from  ac-  rial  systems  are  excited  and  wound  up  to  a 
cidcnt,  were  to  be  regarded  as  of  an  pitch  beyond  the  healthy  standard.  Thusy 
active  character ;  and  under  this  impres-  as  arterial  action  is  increased,  the  coaffu- 
sion,  venesection  was  had  recourse  to,  even  lum  at  the  orifices  of  the  vessels,  if  it 
in  flooding  under  labour,  with  a  view  of  have  been  formed  at  all,  will  most  likely 
putting  a  stop  to  the  discharge.  I  have  become  dislodged.  This  plug  is  to  some 
already  told  you,  that  we  look  upon  it  as  extent  a  safeguard,  but  not  one  to  be  de- 
a  passive  hannorrhage ;  that  it  is  not  pro-  pended  upon,  to  the  exclusion  of  other 
duced  by  the  increased  action  of  the  heart,  means.   It  is  right,  however,  to  preserve  it 
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as  long  as  it  answers  the  purpose  of  re-  It  is  reasonable  to  infer,then, that  Aevmayy 

straining  the  discharge  in  any  considera-  in  no  slight  degree,  favour  coagulation^ 

ble  degree.  Another  reason  why  we  should  and  to  this  quality  we  may  attribute  their 

not  unnecessarily  have  recourse  to  stimnli  efficacy  in  most  passive  hfemorrhages.    In 

is,  because  it  has  been  observed,  first,  I  their  power  of  repressing  the  more  violent 

believe,  by  Kirkland,  and  since  corrobo-  discharges,  indeed,  I  have  but  little  fkith, 

rated  both  by  Hewson,  Jones,  and  Thack-  and  would  certainly  not  trust  solely  to 

rah,   that    tne   blood    coagulates    more  their  agenc?  to  restrain  any  copious  erup. 

readily  under  fainting  than  when  the  cir-  tion  of  blooi  from  the  uterus  of  a  parturient 

culating  system  is  in  full  vigour.     This  woman :  but,  as  they  are  generally  grate- 

is  a  singular  and  most  beaatiful  provision  ful  to  the  patient,  and  within  proper  mo- 

of  nature  to  sustain  endangered  life;  and  deration  nut  likely  to  prove  injurious,  no 

if  we  remove  the  fainting  by  suddenly  in-  objection  that  I  am  acquainted  with  can 

creasing  the  arterial  powers,  we  prevent  be  urged  against  their  use;— -provided  too 

the  deposition  of  coagula,  as  well  as  run  mach  reliance  be  not  placea  upon  them, 

the  risk  of  forcing  away  the  plug  even  to  the  exclusion  of  otiier  more  efficient 

when  once  formed.     Cases,  however,  are  means.    The  acetate  of  lead,  and  turpen- 

unfortunately  occasionally  met    with,  in  tine,  which  have  each  of  them  been  much 

which  we  must  have  recourse  to  stimuli;  extolled  also,  are,  in  my  opinion,  inappro. 

where  we  must  rouse  the  patient  from  priate  remedies  in  those  cases  of  more 

the  faint  into  which  she  has  fallen,  lest  copious    floodings  which   we   sometimes 

that  particular  syncope  should  prove  fatiU.  meet  with  under  labour. 

We  have  only  the  selection  of  two  evils  Cold  is  also  a  valiwble  agent,  when  ap- 

oflfcred   us;    and  we  must  resort  to  sti-  plied  generally,  to  overcome  fain  tness,  and 

muli,  as  a  matter  of  necessity,  though  not  topictulv,  for  the  purpose  both  of  mode- 

of  choice.    These  means  are  never  to  be  rating  the  flow  of  blood  to  the  uterine 

employed,  then,  except  where  there  is  de«  vessels,  and  exciting  contraction  in  the 

cided  present  dflmger.  uterine  fibres;    and  when  combined  with 

Other  remedial  lu^ents  have  been  used  astringents,   its  powers  seem  to  be  aug* 

besides   stimuli.     The  ergot  of  rye  has  mented.  In  the  commencement  of  the  flow, 

been  much  extolled  for  preventing  hemor-  before  faintness  supervenes,  cold  may  be 

rhage ;  and  various  papers  have  latelv  ap.  had  recourse  to  almost  universally,  and 

peored,  intended  to  prove  that  it  will  re-  without  restraint;  but  its  advantage,  when 

strain  the  flow  of  blood  from  other  parts  the  system  is  much  depressed,  is  more  than 

of  the  body  as  well  as  the  uterine  organ,  euuivocal :   for  there  is  a  point  beyond 

Sufficient  trials  have  not  vet  been  made  to  wnich  the  vital  energies  cannot  bear  up 

enable  me  to  speak  positively  on  the  sub.  against  Uie  continued  application  of  cold ; 

ject,  with  regard  to  other  organs  of  the  and  at  that  point  it  becomes  actually  in- 

body,  but  it  certainly  has  the  power  of  jurious.    Some  discrimination  is  therefore 

restraining  bleeding  from   the  uterus  in  necessary  in  the  use  of  this  common  and 

many  vaneties.    Where  the  uterine  fibres  eflective  agent. 

are  too  relaxed  to  produce  the  contraction  Pressure  on    the  uterine  tumor  by  a 

requisite  for  the  perfect    closure  of  the  bandage,  or,  what  is  better,  by  the  gnsp  of 

vessels,  we  shall  find  the  ergot  of  rye  a  most  the  hand,  is  another  means  of  restraining 

valuable  medicine, — much  more  so,  indeed,  some  varieties  of  flooding,  most  powerful, 

than  opium,  whose  action  is  to  remove  daily  had  recourse  to,  very  generally  em. 

rather  than  excite    uterine    contraction,  ployed,  and  open  to  few  or  no  objections. 

The  ergot  of  rye  is  particularlv  beneficial  And  the  evacuating  the  uterus  artificially 

in  haemorrhages  preceding  the  birth  of  the  is  sometimes  necessary,  though  never  to 

child,  and  in  those  after  the  entire  evacu-  be  undertaken  without  grave  occasion, 

ation  of  the  uterine  cavity,  when  it  remains  We  have  been  recommended,  and  espe. 

in  a  state  of  flaccidity,— when  the  fibres  of  cially  by  Dr.  Stewart,  to  plug  the  vagina 

the  organ,  for  want  of  sufficient  tone,  re.  in  some  cases  of  haemorrhage  under  la. 

fuse  to  take  upon  themselves  that  con.  hour;  but  this  practice  appears  to  me— 

traction    which   is   indispensable  to  the  except  perhaps  under  placental  presenta. 

well  doing  of  the  patient  tion— likely  to  be  fraught  with  hazard; 

Refrigerant  medicines,  and  particularly  for  the  uterus,  at  the  full  period  of  preg. 

the  mineral  acids,  are  very  lareely  used  nancy,   by  reason   of  its  lax  condition, 

under  uterine  bleeding,    as  well  during  allows  itself  to  be  easily  distended^  with 

labour  as  in  the  unimpregnatcd  state.  Mi-  coagula;  and  while  its  cavity  is  sufficiently 

neral  acids,  it  is  well  known,  coagulate  capacious  to  contain  a  larve  quantity,  the 

albumen ;  and  direct  experiments,  as  well  source  of  danger  is  concealed  by  the  blood 

as  observations  made  on  patients  afl*ected  being  pent  up  within ;  and,  as  the  nature  of 

with  calculous  disorders,  prove  that  Ibey  the  case  may  be  overlooked,  the  peril  is 

are  iK'vond  the  influence  of  the  digestive  likely  to  be  increased.    In  haemorrhages  nn. 

powers",  and  enter  the  blood  unchanged.  derabortion,indeed,  when  the  cavity  of  the 
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womb  is  small,  and  its  parietes  incapable  ment  migbt  possibly  be  found  efficacious 
of  distention  to  anv  great  extent,  the  tarn-  in  the  human  subject.  And  as  a  means  of 
pen  vrill  often  be  found  inraluable.  preserving  life  under  uterine  flooding  dur- 

Pnnctnring  the  membranes,  and  letting  ing  parturition,  we  shall  find  that  its  em- 
off  the  liquor  amnii,  is  often  resorted  to  in  ployment  is  more  likely  to  be  beneficial 
accidental  haemorrhage  wfth  the  most  when  the  organ  is  entirely  empty  and 
beneficial  effects;  but  this  subject  requires  contracted,  than  at  any  other  period  of  the 
a  deeper  consideration  than  this  summary    labour. 

sketch  will  admit  of,  and  will  be  reverted        These,  then,  are  the  principal  means  ' 
to  at  our  next  meeting.  which  have  been  had  recourse  to  under 

The  plan  of  transfusing  blood  from  the    haemorrhage  in  labour— bleeding,  opium,, 
system   of   another    person    to    that  of    the  eigot,  stimuli,  refrigerant  medicines, 
the  patient,  for  the  purpose  of  roasing    cold,  pressure,  evacuating  the  uterus  either 
the   dormant   powers  and  of  sustaining    partially  or  entirely,  plugging  the  vagina, 
life  under  haemorrhage,  has   lately  been    and  transfusion  of  blood ;  to  most  of  which 
had    recourse    to    in    some   cases   with    I  shall  again  have  to  call  your  attention, 
success.     But  this  idta  is  by  no  means    when  laying  down  the  principles  of  treat- 
of  modem  growth,  though  its- application    ment  for  each  variety  of  the  accident, 
to  the  specific  object  we  are  considering        May  occur  at  any  period  of'  ike  labcur. — 
is  comparatively  new.    Thus  we  find  O via    Hemorrhage  may  occur  at  any  stage  of 
representing  Medea  renewing  the  youth    the   labour— before  the  liquor  amnii    is 
of  (Eson,  by  injecting  the  juice  of  herbs    evacuated;  after  the  membranes  have  rop- 
into  bis  veins;   and  the  transition  would    tnred,  and  before  the  head  is  bom ;   after 
be  easy    and  natural    from    infusion  of    the  head  is  bom,  while  the  shoulders  are 
herbs  to  ftresh-drawn  blood.     It  is  more    in  the  pelvis;  between  the  birth  of  the 
than  probable,  indeeed,  that  such  a  fancy    child  and  the  expulsion  of  the  placenta ; 
originated  in  a  mere  flight  of  poetry,  not    and  even  after  the  placenta  is  expelled, 
from  any  custom  that  had  been  adopted    when  the  utems  is  emptied  of  its  previous 
by  the  ancients.     The  flitting  and  airy    contents,  and  when,  in  the  common  ac- 
phantoms  of  the  poet's  imagination,  how-    ceptation  of  the  terms,  we  should  consider 
ever,  have  been  embodied  into  a  distinct    the  labour  as  concluded, 
and  substantial  form  by  after  ages;  and         Hatnorrhagepreviouitothebirthoftkechildl 
during  the  extensive  reign  of  the  humo-     To  our  countryman,  Rigby,  we  are   in- 
ral   pathology,   not  only    were    different    debted  for  a  gretLt  practical  improvement 
mcdiAnal  substances  injected,  by  way  of    in  the  treatment  of  flooding  at  the  corn- 
experiment,  into  the  veins  of  brutes,  but    mencement  of  labour.     He  distinguished 
Dr.  Edmund  King,  about  the  middJe  of    haemorrhage,  occurring  previously  to  the 
the  seventeenth  centnry,was  bold  enough  to    birth  of  the  child,  into  two  species — the 
try  the  effect  of  transfnsing  blood  from  the    first  of  which  he  called  unavoktabte,  and 
lower  animals  into  the  veins  of  man.  Our    the  second  accidental. 
French  neighbours,  with   their  characte-        By  the  first  kind — unavoidable — we  uu- 
ristic  enthusiasm,  caught  at  the  novel  ex-    derstand   cases   in    which    the    placenta 
periments ;  the  most  extravagant  specula-    offers  itself  at  the  os  uteri,  either  blocking 
tions  were  entertained  of  the  virtue  of  the    up    the    mouth    of  the  oigan,  or  being 
new  system;  and  it  was  given  out  that    partially  placed  over   it;    so  that  dila- 
decripitude,  age,  and  disease, — nay,  even    tation   cannot    take   place,    without    ne- 
death   itself, — would  flee  before  the  all-    eetwrily  separating  the  placenta  more  or 
powerful    and    all- resuscitating    process,    less  from  its  uterine  attachment,  and  with* 
Short-lived,  however,    were    these    high-    out   rendering    patulous     those    orifices 
wrought  expectations;    the  most  dreadful    which  were  previously  covered  and  closed 
effects  were  the  consequence  of  the  per-     by  the  apposition  of  ttie  mass, 
nicious  practice ;  and  in  France  this  me-      '  By   accidental  haemorrhage   we  mean 
thod  of  treating  diseases  was  denounced    those  cases  where  the  placenta — being  im- 
nnder  severe  penalties.  planted,  not  over  the  os  uteri  or  near  it, 

To  Dr.  Blundell  we  are  indebted  for  the  but  in  its  more  natural  situation,  the  fun- 
proof  that  the  system  of  the  inferior  ani-  dus  or  body — becomes,  to  a  greater  or  less 
mals  can  be  nourished  for  a  length  of  time  extent,  disunited  from  the  uterine  surface; 
merely  by  injecting,  at  proper  intervals,  but  where  the  separation  is  perfectly  acci- 
into  their  veins,  the  healthy  blood  of  an  dental,  and  where  it  is  not  necessary  tliat 
animal  of  the  same  species :  for  he  pre-  bleeding  should  occur  upon  the  opening  of 
served  a  dog  alive  for  three  weeks  by  this  the  os  uteri, 
means  without  food,  merely  allowing  it  a 

little  water;  and  in  that  space  the  animal  placenta  presentation. 

was  reduced  but  little  more  than  one-fourth  It  has  for  a  long  time  been  known 
of  its  whole  weight.  From  this  experi-  that  the  placenta  may  be  found  at  the  os 
ment  we  may  oonclnde,  that  the  same  treat-    uteri  under  labour;  and  this  malposition  was 
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noticed  by  Manriceau,  Peii,aDd  La  Motte;  giren  a  case  of  the  same  kind«    In  a  fmaU 

all  of  whom,  however,  held  the  opinion,  obstetric  work,  published  many  yean  a^ 

that  it  was  not  originally  apposed  to  this  by  Sarah  Stones,  we  have   one  case  m 

part  of  the  uterus  by  nature,  but  that,  which   a   similar   termination   occarred. 

in   consequence  of  some   peculiar   acci-  Another  is  recorded  by  Mr.  Baillie,  in  the 

dental  circumstance,  it  had  become  loosened  London  Medical  Repositoxy.    In  this  case 

from  its  attachment  above,  had  fallen  down  the  placenta  was  expelled  as  the  woman 

by  its  own  weight,  and  bad  thus  acci-  was  getting  into  bed,  and  was  suspended 

dentally  placed  itself  over  the  uterine  on-  between  the  thighs  by  the  funis.    Therv 

fice.    But,  inasmuch  as  not  only  is  the  was  great  hsemorrhage.     The  child  was 

placenta  attached  to  the  surface  of  the  delivered  by  turning,  and  restored  by  the 

uterus,  but  the  chorion  is  in  apposition  to  warm  bath.  Dr.  Hamilton  also  mentions  in 

that  surface  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  his  lectures  having  known  two  instances  of 

the  membrane — the  decidua,  indeed,  being  the  like  kind.    Some  others  similar  may  be 

interposed— and  inasmuch  as  the  mem-  scattered  through  different  obstetric  trea- 

branes  are  closely  united  with  the  pla-  tlses;  but  I  believe  these  are  the  principal 

centa,  it  would  follow  (provided  this  idea  authentic  cases  that  have  been  put  on  re. 

was  correct)  either  that  they  must  be  torn  cord.    Although  there  is  thus  a  poesihility 

from  the  placenta  all  around,  or  that  the  of  a  natural  termination  of  the  labour,  by 

whole  ovum  should  partially  revolve.    We  the  placenta  passing  first,  and  the  child 

know  that  neither  of  these  occurrences  being  expelled   afterwards,  it  would  be 

takes  place ;  we  know  that  there  is  exactly  wrong  to  expect  it,  or  to  wait  for  it;  for 

the  same  arrangement  of  the  vessels  bf  the  probability  is  that  the  woman  wUl 

the  cervix  uteri,  and  exactly  the  same  kind  bleed  to  death, — as  was  the  case  with  the 

of  connexion  between  those  vessels  and  patient  whose  uterus  is  on  the  table,— 

the  placenta,  as  obtains  between  that  organ  before  the  os  uteri  acquires  a  diameter 

and  the  vessels  of  the  other  parts  of  the  sufficient  to   allow  the  passage   of   the 

uterus,  when  it  is  placed  in  a  more  natural  child's  head  through  it 

and   favourable    situation :  we  have  do.  Knowing,  then,  that  in  the  groat  ma> 

monstrative  proof  of  it,  indeed,  before  our  jority  of  instances  the  patient   will  die 

eyes,  in  the  preparation  of  placental  pre-  if  relief  be  not  afforded,  it  is  considered 

sentation  on  the  table,  in  which  case  Uie  as  an  obstetric  principle,  that,  under  entire 

patient  died  of  hiemorrhage,  the  os  uteri  placental  presentations,  delivery  should  be 

being  dilated  to  the  size  of  a  crown,  and  effected  by  art  as  early  as  is  practicable, 

no  efforts  having  been  made  to  delirer  her.  without  incurring  ihe  risk  of  injury    We 

Giffard  was  among  the  6r8t  writers  who  shall  proceed,  therefore,  to  speak  of  the 

asserted  that  the  placenta  might  be  placed  symptoms,  and  the  mode  of  treatment 

by  nature  over  the  os  uteri  at  its  first  for-  SjfmpUmu.-^We  have   some  symptoms, 

mation ;  and  his  remark  has  been  perfectly  which  are  very  suspicious,  of  placental 

borne  out   by  the   observation  of  every  presentations,  and  others  that  assure  ns 

practical  man  since  his  time.  of  the  nature  of  the  case.    Those  which 

Under  a  placental  presentation,  then,  are  suspicious  appear  at  the  commence, 

there  must  necessarily  be  a  greater  or  less  ment  of  labour,  or  even  before  the  acces- 

dischaijge  of  blood,  on  the  dilatation  of  the  sion  of  uterine  action,— daring  the  last 

OS  uteri  ;  and,  if  the  case  were  left  entirely  weeks  of  pregnancy, 

to    nature,  the    bleeding  would    proceed  We  have  already  learned,  thatduring  the 

either  as  a  draining  or  in  gushes,  until  the  few  first  months  of  utero  gestation,  until, 

successive  fain  tings  terminated  in  a  mortal  indeed,  between  the  fifth  and  sixth,  the 

syncope:  or-^the  os  uteri  dilating  rapidly,  cervix  uteri  is  not  developed;  it  has  not 

and  the  womb  acting  vigorously— the  head  yet  been  expanded,  or  taken  up  to  form  a 

of  the  child  bearing  forcibly  against  the  portion  of  the  general  cavity;  but  when 

placental  mass,  might  expel  it  first,  and  five  months  are  perfected,  or  before  that 

itself  quickly  follow :  for  it  would  be  im-  period,  expansion  commences,   and  this 

possible  for  the  child  to  perforate  the  pla-  unfolding  or  developing  of  the  fibres  mutt 

centa,  and  pass  through  it ;  and  it  would  necessarily  produce  a  separation  of  the 

also  be  unlikely  that  it  should  escape  by  placenta  irom  its  previous  attachment  to 

its  side,  provided  the  mass  were  implanted  the  body,  at  the  upper  part  of  the  cervix. 

centrally  over  the  uterine  mouth.    A  num-  This  separation,  then,  must  in  its  turn 

her  of  cases  are  on  record  in  which  the  occasion  flooding,  even  before  the  process 

placenta   was  expelled    before  the  child,  of  labour  is  begun ;  because  the  orifices 

in  the  manner  I  have  just  mentioned.    My  of  the  vessels  previously  plugged  by  the 

father,  in  his  work,  has  recorded  three  in-  placental  mass  are  opened  on  its  partial 

stances  which  came  under  his  own  obser-  dislodgment  by  the  gradual  expansion  of 

vation ;  and  three  others,  communicated  to  the  uterine  neck.  We  find,  then,  tnat  during 

him  on    authority  which    he  could   not  the  last  few  weeks  of  pregnancy,  a  patient 

doubt.     Smellie  and  Barlow  have  each  under  placental  presentation  is  liable  to 
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svdfleii  gushes  of  blood;  in  a  greater  or  chance  of  mistaking  the  placenta  for  the 

less  quantity,  coming  on  without  any  ap-  membranes  partial^  protruded  into  the 

parent  cause,  neither  the  consequence  of  vagina;  but  there  is  great  probability  that 

exertion,  nor  accident,  nor  mentkl  agita.  we  may  mistake  a  ooagulam,  blocking  up 

tion;  but  when  she  is  asleep  in  bM,—  the  os  uteri,  for  the  placental  mass  ap- 

while  she  is  sitting  quiet  in  ner  chair,— ^  pmed  over  it.    How,  then,  shall  we  dis. 

when  unemployed  in  any  active  duties,—-  criminate  between  these  two  ?— The  pla. 

she  is  unexpectedly  seized  with  a  flow  of  centa  cannot   be   perforated   or  broken 

blood  from  the  vagina.    Her  attention,  down;  the  tenacity  of  a  coagolum  may 

perhaps,  is  scarcely  drawn  to  the  occur,  without  difficulty  be  destroyed.    The  pla- 

rence  before  it  has  subsided,  or  diminished  centa  is  attached  within ;   a  coagutum 

to  such  a  degree  as  to  give  her  but  little  Ues  loose.    The  placenta  cannot  be  ro- 

uneasiness :  she  will  probably  suppose  that  moved  by  the  finger;  but  we  can  generally 

labour  is  coming  on,  and  she  may  begin  to  bring  away  a  coagolum.    If  there  be  any 

make  preparations  for  its  approach.  After  doubt,  let  us  take  these  means,— let  us 

the  lapse  of  a  few  days,  another  gush  takes  try  whether  it  is  attached,-* whether  we 

place  as  unaccountably,  and  subsides  as  can  break  down  its  structure,  and  whether 

suddenly  as  the  former ;  and  attacks  of  we  can  remove  it  from  its  position ;  but 

the  same  kind  recur  at  uncertain  intervab  these  attempts  must  be  made  with  the 

during  the  remainder  of  her  pregnancy.  greatest  possible   care.      In   some  cases  « 

Whether  the   patient*s   mind   be  im-  I  have    for   a  moment  been    in    doubt 

pressed  with  much  alarm  or  not  at  these  whether  it  were  the  placenta  presenting, 

repeated  bleedings,  to  one  acquainted  with  or  a  coagulum    formed   at    the   uterine 

the  physiology  of  the  placenta,  and  the  pecu-  month ;  but  in  all  instances  in  which  it  was 

liar  connexion  between  that  organ  and  the  merely  a  coagulum  I  have  been  enabled 

uterus,  such  a  history  would  be  fraught  either  to  break  down  its  stmcture  or  re- 

with  suspicion  and  anxiety;  and  she  should  move  it  altogether, 

be  watched  over  with  the  most  assiduous     

""o^SSo^M  ml^^        be  excited  at  PHVSIOLOOICAI.  and  pathologic  ai.. 

the  beginning  of  labour,  if  with  every  OBSERVATIONS 

pain,  with  every  slight  increase  of  dilata*  on  tbb 

tion  in  theos  uteri,  there  be  an  increase  TTRTNP. 

of  discharge,  and  if  the  flow  of  blood  be  BLOOD    AND    URINE; 

moderated  or  suspended  in  the  interval  of  Being  th§  OtiUtonian  Lectures  for  1854,  ddi- 

action.  vered  at  the  Royal  College  of  Fhysieians, 

But  we  can  only  positively  assure  our-  «    ^       «               itr  t> 

selves  of  the  nature  of  the  cak  by  an  exa-  ,  ,  ^y  Geo.  Burrows,M.D, 

•ciT«^  vt  Kus,  «   1^ ^                           J  Fellow  of  Caltt*  College,  Cambridge. 

mination  per  vaginam.    To  this  tne  pa-  ■              ^ 

ticnt  may  be  unwilling  to  submit;   she  [Concluded from  p.  *»0.1 

may  suppose  we  can  be  of  no  service  to  ■ 

her,  since  the  pains  are  so  infrequent  and  Lecture  111.  concluded.  —  MmiWrf  iecre- 

trifling.     It  is  our  bounden  doty  to  combat  j;^„,  and  malignant  strvctitret  oriie  from  an 

her  objections,  and  to  insist  on  the  neces.  altered  state  of  the  blood^Efferti  of  natural 

sity  of  the  measure  proposed ;  since  our  secretions  introduced  into  the  blood,  Inle,  milk, 

praetice  so  much  depends  on  the  informa-  semen -^ Of  morbid  secretions,  as  pus:  this 

tioD  we  gain.     The  examination  will  most  jy„y  sometimet  arises  from  the  decomposition 

advantageouslv  be  made  with  the  two  first  ^  (^  5/^  n^if.  appearance  ef  malignant 

fingers  of  the  left  hand,  because  they  pass  ,^j<^^  |„  ^^  blood-vessels^Two  eases  ^  thh 

so  much  higher  within  the  pelvic  cavity,  kind  ^  This  matter  it  not  absorbed  —  John 

and  so  mn<^  more  completely  command  the  Hunter's  laws  of  the  animal  economy  applied 

OS  uteri  '  By  this  inquiry  we  learn  whether  ^^  their  formation, 

the  pl«d?ntA  be  implanted  over  the  mouth  AndraVs  opinions  of  primitive  diseases  of 

of  the  Iromb  or  not ;  and  if  we  discover  iU  ^^^  5;^  advocated, 

presence,  we  must  ascertain  whether  the  Effeetsof  the  introduction  of  small  quantities 

orifice  be  entirely  or  only  partially  occu-  tf  organic  mutter  into  the  animal  economy, 

pied  by  iU  mass;  for  our  practice  differs  Effects <f  the  introduction  tf  an  organited 

much  under  the  two  varieties.  ^-^  among  a  whole  class  of  organited  beings, 

Diagneeis,^y^e  shall  knOw  the  placenta  Effects  of  the  introdttttion  of  one  living 

by  the  fleshy,  fibrous,  and  lobular  sensa-  f^„g  ,„,^  ^/i^  ,y,t^  ^  another  living  or- 

tioii  which  it  communicates  to  the  finger,  ganited  being, 

and  by  its  being  attached  to  the  cervix  Inferences  from  these  considerations. 

uteri  within.    If  we  can  introduce  our  Conclusion. 

finger  suflSciently  fts   to    pass  it  round  *u  *     *   •     a««   .v^ 

wiSiin  the  orifice,  we  shall  be  sensible  of  No  one  will  deny  that   it  is  from   the 

this  attachment,  although  the  union  is  blood  that  the  various  parU  of  our  bodies 

vciy  easily  separated.    There  is  but  little  are  formed,  and  the  various  secretions  eh- 
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minated:  if  direct  proofs  cannot  be  ftd-  in  malting  blood,  and  the  other  in  con- 
duced that  morbid  changes  of  structure  or  suming  blood. 

secretion  are  owing  to  alterations  in  the  **  No  solid  whatever,  then,  can  nndei|s;o 
circulating  fluid,  still,  haringadmitted  that  the  least  modification  without  causing  a 
the  healthy  processes  of  nutrition  and  se-  disturbance  in  the  nature  or  in  the  quan> 
cretion  are  carried  on  by  the  blood,  it  is  tity  of  the  materials  destined  to  form  the 
difficult  to  deny  that  the  morbid  processes  blood,  or  to  be  separated  from  it  Physio, 
are  equally  due  to  an  altered  state  of  that  logy,  then,  compels  us  to  admit,  that  in 
fluid.  Thus  we  find  that  when  indiYiduals  consequence  of  any  alteration  in  the  solids 
are  long  exposed  to  an  insufficient  supply  there  must  be  alteration  of  the  blood;  and 
of  food,  to  an  impure  atmosphere,  and  to  in  like  manner,  in  consequence  of  an  j 
deprivation  of  the  influence  of  the  sun's  change  in  ,the  blood,  there  must  be  a  cor- 
light— causes  contributing  to  deteriorate  responding  change  in  the  solids." 
the  qualities  of  the  blood,  this  fluid  circn-  These  opinions  appear  to  be  quite  in 
lates  less  freely  and  less  highly  coloured  harmony  with  each  other,  and  perhaps  the 
through  the  capillary  system  of  the  skin,  latter  is  drawn  from  the  former, 
and  at  the  same  time  there  is  a  tendency  The  natural  secretions  of  the  body  which 
to  various  excessive  discharges  of  the  serous  should  pass  off  by  the  excretory  ducts 
parts  of  the  blood,  tubercles  often  form,  sometimes  enter  the  circulation,  and  pro. 
and  even  entozoa  are  developed  in  various  duce  the  most  deleterious  effects  upon  dis- 
parts of  the  body.  tant  organs :  the  effects  of  bile  carried  into 

There  are,  however,  more  direct  proofs  the  vessels  of  the  circulation,  and  of  area 

that   morbid    secretions    and    malignant  in  cases  of  suppression  of  urine,  and  of 

structures  are  the  consequents  of  an  altered  milk  in  puerperal  women,  are  well  knowir. 

state  of  the  blood.     We  sometimes  find  It  was  the  opinion  of  Blumenbach,  that 

these  morbid  fluids  actually  circulating  in  the  ferocious  disposition  of  male  animals 

the  system,  and  there  are  cases  on  record  in  their  wild  state,  during  their  time  nf 

where  the  blood  itself  has  degenerated  or  heat  or  ratting,  was  owing  to  the  absorp. 

been  converted  into  morbid  growths,  and  tion  of  the  seminal  fluid  into  the  circu- 

even  into  the  most  malignant  structures  lation. 

which  infest  the  human  body.  Other  fluids,  however,  the  products  of 

This  idea  would  not  appear  so  strange  morbid  actions,  are  found  in  the  blood 

if  we  regarded  the  blood  in  the  light  it  and  in  the  vessels  of  the  circulation,  caus- 

was  considered  by  John  Hunter,  and  is  ing  the  most  violent  and  distressing  sjrmp* 

now  contemplated  by  that  able  pathologist,  toms. 

Andral.     John  Hunter  said*,    <Mhat  it  Pus  has  now  been  so  freouently  found  in 

appeared  to  him  to  be  evident,  that  the  the  veins,  in  the  cavities  of  the  heart,  and 

fluidity  of  the  blood  was  only  intended  for  sometimes  in  the  interior  of  clots  of  blood 

its  motion,  and  its  motion  was  only  to  at  different  points  of  the  circulation,  that 

convey  life  and  living  materials  to  every  It  is  unnecessary  to  detail  individual  cases 

part  of  the  body.     The  materials  when  in  proof  of  this  a^jsertion.     It  generally 

carried,  become  solid;  so  that  solidity  is  occurs  after   phlebitis  following  phlebo- 

the  ultimate  end  of  the  blood,  as  blood."  tomy  or  parturition,  after  amputations  or 

He  maintained  "  that  the  blood  had  as  operations  of  any  kind,  and  very  frequently 

much  the  materie$  vUa  as  the  solids,  which  after  the  matter  is  let  out  from  a  chronio 

kept  up  that  hannonv  between  them :  and  abscess.     It  rarely  makes  its  appearance 

as  every  part  endued  with  this  principle  in  parts  of  the  circulation  distant  ftum  the 

has  a  sympathetic  affection  on  simple  con-  diseased  part,  unless  there  be  some  external 

tact,  so  as  to  affect  each  other,  so  the  blood  opening. 

and  the  solids  are  capable  of  affecting  and  It  was  the  opinion  of  John  Hunter* 

being  affected  by  each  other,  whicli  ac  that  *'  true  suppuration  was  the  conse- 

counts  for  that  reciprocal  influence  which  quence  only  of  inflammation,"  and  that 

each  has  on  the  other."  the  large  collections  of  matter  found  in 

Androlf  reasons  thus  upon  this  interest-  chronic  abscesses  were  of  a  scrofulous  na* 

ing  point  of  pathology :  —  "  On  the  one  ture,  and  not  the  result  of  common  inflame 

hand,  since  the  blood  nourishes  the  solids  mation.      For,  says  Hunter,  **  the  very 

—since  without  its  presence  they  cannot  surfaces  which  formed  the  above  matter, 

live,  how  is  it  possible  that  the  state  of  the  immediately  produce  true  matter,  when 

solids  should  not  be  influenced  by  the  inflammation  comes  on,  which  it  always 

state  of  the  blood  ?     On  the  other  hand,  if  does  whenever  they  are  opened*" 

the  solids  of  the  body  be  examined  in  their  But  the  most  interesting  and  serious 

relations  to  the  blood,  they  may  be  divided  consequences  of  this  inflammation  of  the 

into  two  classes,  the  one  class  employed  surfaces  of  a  chronic  abscess  are,  the  ab. 

sorption  of  pus  into  the  vessels  of  the  cir- 


•  On  the  niood,  p.  92. 

r  Pr6ci«,  Ac.  vol.  1.  pp.  527-6.  «  On  tbc  Blood,  pp.  ^90— 3i)3, 
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culatiqn,  and  its  deposition  in  distant  Cabb  I.— Manr  Jones,  et.  60,  was  ad. 
organs.  These  collections  of  pus  are  Uien  niitted  into  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital, 
foand  in  many  organs  of  the  same  bodyt  ^^  January  1834,  under  the  care  of  my 
sometimes  in  nearly  all  the  joints,  and  at  friend.  Dr.  Latham.  She  was  suiTering 
other  times  deposited  in  the  c^ular  tissue  from  ascites,  with  considerable  oedema  of 
between  muscles.  In  those  parts  where  the  left  lower  extremity :  there  was  some 
the  pus  is  found,  there  is  no  appearance  pain  on  pressure  in  the  left  iliac  fossa,  and 
of  inflammation,  nor  of  irritotion.  also  of  the  left  thigh;   there  was  great 

In  such  cases,  pus  is  sometimes  likewise  prostration  of  strength ;  and  without  any 
found  in  the  cavities  of  the  heart,  in  the  alteration  in  her  complaints,  she  died  a 
veins  and  lymphatics;  and  we  can  hardly  fortnight  after  her  admission.  Upon  the 
refrain  from  concluding,  that  pus  has  cir.  examination  of  her  body,  the  si^oid 
culated  with  the  blood.  flexure  of  the  colon  was  found  adhering  to 

At  other  times,  pus  has  been  found  in  the  paru  around,  and  upon  separating 
small  quantities  in  the  middle  of  clots  of  these  adhesions  a  purulent  fluid  escaped : 
flbrin,  which  had  collected  in  one  of  the  the  source  of  this  was  ascertained  to  be  the 
caTities  of  the  heart:  there  was  no  sop-  left  Fallopian  tube,  which,  as  well  as  the 
puration  going  forward  in  other  parts  of  ovary,  were  converted  into  cysts  of  consi. 
the  body,  and  nothing  tended  to  prove  that  derable  size,  filled  with  a  purulent  fluid : 
this  pus  had  been  brought  there  by  ab-  the  lining  of  these  cysts  was  covered  with 
sorption  from  other  parts.  With  respect  a  deposit  almost  resembling  crude  tuber, 
to  these  rare  cases*,  we  can  only  oraw  culons  matter,  and  the  vessels  of  these 
this  inference  from  them,  that  pus  may  parts  were  congested.  The  mouth  of  the 
form  either  in  a  solid  or  in  a  liquid  solidi-  nterus,  as  well  as  its  cavity,  contained  a 
fied,  as  the  coagulated  blood,  without  our  clot  of  blood  firmly  adherent  to  the  lining 
being  able  to  discover  any  irritation  or  al-  membrane.  The  veins  of  the  uterus  and 
teraUon  of  structure.  It  arises,  probably,  its  appendages  were  examined^  and  found 
from  the  decomposition  of  the  blood  itseff.    free  from  disease. 

I  once  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  'f  he  left  femoral  vein  was  obstructed  by 
this  change  of  the  blood  into  a  fluid  re.  firmly  coagulated  blood :  this  clot  extended 
scmbling  pus  under  the  following  circum-  nearly  as  high  as  the  junction  of  the  ex- 
stances  :  —  I  bad  severed  the  two  lower  temal  and  internal  iliac  veins :  the  com- 
limbs  of  a  full-grown  foetus,  which  had  mon  iliac  was  lined  by  a  layer  of  Ivmph, 
died  in  parturition,  and  immersed  them  in  and  the  interior  of  the  vein  was  red:  this 
running  water,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  common  iliac  was  filled  partly  with  a 
manner  in  which  these  limbs  would  be  fibrous  clot,  and  partly  with  a  softer  sub- 
converted  into  adipocire.  After  a  few  days,  stance,  very  much  resembling  that  found 
when  the  peculiar  decomposition  had  ar-  in  the  ovary  and  Fallopian  tube.  Upon 
rived  at  a  certain  stage,  upon  compressing  this  part  of  the  vein  the  cysts  had  rested, 
the  limbs  there  exuded  from  the  divided  causing  inflammation  terminating  in  this 
femoral  vessels,  a  fluid  exactly  like  pus.  peculiar  product,  and  obstructing  the 
It  appeared  to  me  that  this  fluid  was  venous  circulation  of  the  left  lower  limb, 
formed  by  the  decomposition  of  the  blood  ,       *     ^  .  « 

in  the  femoral  vessels.  Case  II.— In  February  last  a  woman 

But  many  other  products  of  diseased  ^a»  admitted  into  St.  Bartholomew's  Hos- 
actions  are  found  in  the  blood-vessels;  and  pital  with  pain  in  the  epigastrium,  nausea, 
it  is  extremely  difficult  to  decide  whether  vomiting,  and  tympanitic  abdomen.  She 
these  morbid  matters  have  obtained  ad-  remained  in  this  state  for  several  days,  and 
mission  by  absorption  of  parts  affected    then  died. 

with  similar  disorganization,  or  whether  Upon  the  examination  of  her  body,  there 
they  arise  from  the  decomposition  of  the  ^as  found  a  Uirge  carcinomatous  ulccra- 
blood.  Andral  says,  from  whatever  source  tjon,  extending  from  the  cardia  almost  to 
they  may  be  derived,  they  produce  a  com-  the  pylorus.  The  edges  were  elevated, 
pletc  change  in  the  healthy  physical  cha-  everted,  and  m  some  parts  softened,  the 
ractcrs  of  the  blood.  He  has,  in  his  valua-  matter  there  resembUng  medullary  sar- 
ble  work  on  Pathologyf ,  recited  cases  of    ^JJf-  ^        ,     . 

this  nature  which  have  come  under  his  The  vena  porta  was  cut  through  about 
own  observation,  as  well  as  those  published  an  inch  above  the  juncture  of  the  splenic 
by  other  anthora;  but  this  subject  is  too  and  ™?«"^*T?  veins,  and  the  vein  was 
extensive  for  me  to  enter  upon  in  this  part  found  distended  and  obstructed  by  a  mass 
of  my  lectures.  I  will,  however,  shortly  resembling  foetal  brain.  This  mass  was 
detail  two  cases  of  the  kind  which  have  traced  down  into  the  mesentenc  vein, 
recently  come  before  me.  ^^^^^  was  apparently  lined  with  lymph : 

*  the  wh«»le  splenic  vein,  from  the  spleen  to 

•  Andral.  Pr«cl.. &c.  lorn.  I.  p.  405.  ^^  ^^"*  T>«^*«»  was  filled  with  firm  coagu- 

t  Pr^da,  &G.  p.  537.  inm  of  blood,  which  became  paler  and 
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more  like  the  matter  obstmcting  the  vena  cepbaloid  matter  in  the  Teins  of  an  organ 

porta  as  it  approached  that  vessel.  loaded  wiUi  scrofulous  tubercles.     If  the 

All  the  small  veins  entering  the  splenic  circulation  be  arrested,  the  coagulnm  is 

and  portal  trunks  were  lilled  with  firm  converted  into  apeculiarkind  of  substance, 

coagula.  according  to  the  stimulus  of  surronnding 

parts. 

Both  of  these  cases  are  of  the  kind  de-  But  I  must  leave  the  further  develop, 

tailed  by  Andral,  and  are  highly  interest-  ment  of  this  great  principle  of  the  blood, 

ing  to  pathologists,  whether  we  r^ard  the  announced  by  John  Hunter,  to  futore  oc- 

peculiar  matter  obstructing  the  veins  as  casions)  and  I  conclude  these  pathologi- 

identical  with  morbid  matter  in  neigh,  cal  observations  in  the  words  of  Andral : — 

bouring  organs,  and  absorbed  from  them  **  Je  viens  de  retraoer  les  fails,  les  rai- 

into  the  circulation,  or  whether  we  regard  sonnemens,  qui,  dans  I'etat  actnd  de  la 

these  morbid  masses  as  coagulated  blood,  science,  doivent   condnire   k  reconnaitre 

degenerated  or  converted  into  these  peculiar  dans  le  sang  Pexistence  d'un  certain  nom- 

substances  by  some  morbid  actions  of  the  bre  d'alterations.    Ce  que  j'ai  dit  k  oet 

vasa  vasorum  of  these  great  veins.    I  am  egard  suffirait  dejk,  k  mon  avis,  pour  d^- 

inclined  to  adopt  the  latter  opinion;  for  montrer  que  non  senlement  ces  aiteratlons 

had  it  been  absorbed  matter,  it  is  probable  sont  relies,  mais  qu'elles  sont   soovent 

that  the  vessels  leading  fW>m  the  diseased  pnmUhe$,  qu'eiUs  precedent  cHUi  da  tofida^ 

organs  would  have  contained  similar  mat.  et  que  dans  le  sang,  par  consequent,  ae 

ter,  which  they  did  not;  and  besides,  there  trouve  le  point  de  depart  de  plus  d*one 

is  no  such  direct  communication  Arom  the  maladie.     S*il  est  vrai  que  la  masse  du 

nbsorlMnt  to  the  venous  system,  in  man  at  sang  pent  ^tre,  dans  certains  cas,  primi. 

least,  which  could  have  conveyed  the  ab-  tivement  alteree,  il  s'ensuit  que  I'existence 

sorbed  matter  into  these  large  veins.  des  maladies  g^n^rales  n'est  point    une 

.    I  rather  consider  these  cases  as  exempli,  chim^re :   lorsqu'en   effet  tons  les  tissns 

lications  of  a  principle  of  the  human  blood,  viennent  ainsi  k  recevoir  un  sang  altere, 

which  John  Hunter  first  made  known  to  n'est-il  pas  physiologiqae  d'admettre  que 

our  profession.  leur  mooe  normal  de  vitality,  de  nutrition, 

<*  Motion,"  said  John  Hunter*,  «  is  es-  de  secretion,  doit  dtre  pluaiou  moins  pro- 
sen  tial  to  the  fluidity  of  htaUky  blood;"  fondement  modlfie ?  Ou  il  faut  accepter 
fluiditv  essential  to  its  power  of  conveying  cette  consequence,  ou  il  faut  nicr  I'influ- 
life;  tne  continuance  of  life,  or  support  of  ence  que,  de  I'aveu  de  tons  les  physiolo. 
the  body,  is  owing  to  the  coagulation  of  gistcs,  le  sang  exerce  sur  tout  solide.'* 
the  blood^toits  becoming  solid.  **  It  then  I  have  pointed  out  and  attempted  to  il. 
changes  into  thU  cr  that  particular  kind  of  sub'  lustrate  the  effects  of  the  introduction  of 
stance,  aeeorditig  to  the  stinmlus  of  surrounding  minute  quantities  of  tnorganie  bodies  into 
parts,  which  excites  this,  coagfilum  into  action,  our  system  by  the  observations  of  Dr.  Prout, 
and  makes  it  form  ffnthin  itself  blood-vessels,  and  oy  the  experiments  of  Herscfael,  who 
nerves,  ^c."  called  into  action  an  enonnous  iH>wer  by 

This  is  the  law  of  health  presiding  over  the  alloy  of  a  mass  of  mercury  with  a 

nutrition:  the  law  regulating  the  forma-  millionth  part  of  its  weight  of  sodium, 

tion  of  morbid  products  is  probably  ana-  When  small  quantities  of  or^oTru;  matter, 

logons.  or  of  the  products  of  organixalion,  are  intro- 

In  the  cases  I  have  detailed  to  you,  the  dnced  into  the  animal  economy,  effects  are 

circulation  was  impeded    tbroupfh    large  produced  very  analogous  to  those  described 

veins ;  motion,  essential  to  fluidity  of  the  by  Herschel  upon  the  introduction  of  a 

blood,  was  destroyed;  clots  formed  in  these  small  quantity  oT  inorganic  matter  into 

vessels :  the  blood  had  then  become  solid;  larger  matters  of  the  same, 

and,  as  Hunter  said,  <*  it  then  changes  into  Let  us  r^^ard  first  the  vegetable  king, 

this  or  that  particular  kind  of  substance,  dom.    How  small  a  quantity  of  woorara, 

according  to  the  stimulus  of  surrounding  how  minute  a  dose  of  prussic  acid,  is  capa- 

parta"  ble  of  annihilating  all  the  vital  powers ;  so 

The  stimulus  of  the  surrounding  parts  suddenly,  that  our  senses  have  hardly  time 

in  thestf  cases  was  in  the  one  to  the  forma>  to  follow  the  series  of  physiological  pheno- 

tion  of  scrofulous  or  puriform  matter,  and  mena,  and  so  effectually,  that  antidotes 

in  the  other  to  the  formation  of  encepha-  are  almost  useless !      Let  us  ascend  the 

loid  matter^a  modification  of  carcinoma,  scale  of  organization,  and  the  intensity  of 

I  never  heard  of  pns  being  fonnd  in  the  its  products  are  not  less  striking.    How 

vessels  coming  from  an  organ  infiltrated  minute  a  quantity  of  poison  Anom  the  rep. 

with  melanosis,  normelanotic  matter  found  tile  class  introduced  into  the  blood  will 

in  the  veins  and  cavities  of  the  heart  after  produce  sudden  decomposition  of  it,  and 

the  puncture  of  a  chronic  abscess,  nor  en.  almost  inevitable  death! 

The  smallest  particle  of  saliva  adhering 

*  On  the  Blood,  p.  ee.  to  the  enamelled  surface  of  the  tooth  of  a 
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rabid  dog,  when  left  in  the  wound,  seems  the  opposite  coast  of  Greenland.    Sererid 

malicioiuiy  to  rest  there  for  a  time,  but  of  these  animals  might  effect  a  landing  at 

only  the  more  effectually  to  destroy  with  the  same  time,  and  the  havoc  they  would 

all  the  horrors  of  hydrophobia.  make  among  species  previously  settled  in 

Duhamel*  relates  that  a  butcher,  while  the  island  would  be  terrific.    The  deer, 

slaughtering  an  overdriven  ox,  merely  put  the  foxes,  the  seals,  and  even  the  birds,  on 
the  knile  with  which  he  killed  the  animal  .  which  these  animals  sometimes  prey,  would 

between  his  lips,  and  in  a  few  hours  he  be  thinned  down,  and  some  species  per- 

was  attacked  with  swelling  of  the  tongue,  haps  exterminated.    **  But,*'  obser^-es  Mr. 

difficulty  of  breathing,  black  pustules  all  Lyall,  *'  this  would  be  a  part  only,  and 

over  his  body,  and  death  ensued  in  four  probably  an  insignificant  portion,  of  the 

days.    Another  person  scratched  his  finger  aggregate  amount  of  change  brought  about 

with  the  end  of  one  of  the  bones;  the  wound  by  the  new  invader, 

mortified,  and  he  died.  *'  The  plants  on  which  the  deer  fed  be- 

The  smallest  particle  of  poisons  from  ing  less  consumed  in  consequence  of  the 

the  human  body,  either  dead  or  alive,  are  lessened  numbers  of  that  herbivorous  spe 

no  less  virulent  ^no  less  powerful.  cies,  would  soon  supply  more  food  to  seve- 

The  dreadful  constitutional  disturbance  ral  insects,  and  probably  to  some  terrestrial 
following  pricks  made  in  the  dissection  of  testacea ;  so  that  the  latter  would  gain 
human  bodies,  and  which  is  so  often  fatal  ground.  The  increase  of  these  would  fur- 
to  members  of  our  profession,  and  had  so  nish  other  insects  and  birds  with  food,  so 
nearly  deprived  us  of  one  of  our  valued  that  the  numbers  of  these  last  would  be 
colleagues  at  the  present  time,  is  familiar  augmented, 
to  you  all.  '*  The  diminuation  of  the  seals  would 

Foisons  imbibed  from  the  living  human  afford  a  respite  to  some  fish  which  they 

body,  in  the  smallest  quantity,  are  capable  had  persecuted;  and  these  fish  would  then 

of  exciting  equally  extraordinary  effects  in  multiply,  and  press  upon  their  peculiar 

the  animal  economy.  pi^y« 

How  minute  a  particle  of  matter  from  "  Many  water-fowls,  the  eggs  and  young 

the  pustule  of  smatl-pox,  merely  introduced  of  which  are  devoured  by  foxes,  would  in 

beneath  the  cuticle,  is  capable  of  inducing  crease  when  the  foxes  were  thinned  down 

a  preciselvsimilar  disease  in  the  inoculated  by  the  bears;  and  the  fish  on  which  the 

person !    This  remark  applies  to  the  morbid  water-fowls  subsisted,  would  then,  in  their 

matter  of  other  diseases,  and  it  is  not  a  turn,  be  less  numerous.    Thus  the  propor- 

little  wonderful  that  such  infinitessimal  tions  of  a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants, 

molecules  should  be  capable  of  deranging  both  of  the  land  and  the  sea,  might  be 

thewhole  animal  economy,  and  of  exciting  permanently  altered  by  the  introduction 

St  to  the  production  of'  pints  of  matter  of  a  new  species  into  a  region ;  and  the 

identical  in  all  its  properties  with  the  changes  caused  indirectly  might  ramify 

original  molecule.  through  all  classes  of  the'  living  creation, 

A  little  leaven  has  indeed  leavened  the  and  be  almost  endless*."    Such,  then,  are 

whole  lump.  the  surprising  effects  of  the  introduction  of 

I  have  now  been  speaking  of  the  intro-  one  new  species  into  a  mass  of  living  or- 

duction  of  the  products  of  organization,  in  ganized  beings. 

minute  ouantities,  into  the  body  of  an  What  may  be  the  effect  of  the  intro- 

organizea  being — man.    But  what  are  the  duction  of  one  crganiied  being  into  the  sys> 

effects  of  the  introduction  of  an  organized  tem  of  another  living  being  ? 

being  among  a  whole  class  of  organited  beings  7  From  the  time  of  Lewenhoeck  up  to  the 

All  agriculturists  and  gardeners  are  fa-  present,  phvsiologists  have  admitted  the 

miliar  with  the  fact,  that  when  weeds  in-  existence  of  animalculae,  or  of  molecules, 

troduce  themselves  into  a  space  appropri-  endowed  with  the  power  of  spontaneons 

ated  to  cultivated  species,  the  latter  are  motion,  in  the  seminal  fluid  of  animals, 

starved  in  their  growth,  or   completely  Indeed,  without  admitting  their  existence, 

stifled.     One  noxious  weed  will  thus  de-  it  would  be  extremely  difficult  to  offer  any 

atroy  all  trace  of  a  beautiful  variegated  explanation  of  impregnation,  and  more 

can>et  of  flowers.  especially  in  cases  of  extra-uterine  con- 

I  must  here  borrow  some  ideas  from  the  caption, 
philosophical  work  of  Mr.  Lyall,  on  Geo-  The  appearance  of  entozoa  in  different 
fogy,  in  illustration  of  the  effects  of  the  organs  of  animals  is  another  point  which 
introduction  of  a  new  species  of  animals  has  offered  many  difficulties  to  physiolo. 
into  a  particular  district  of  the  eartb.  gists.  The  idea  of  the  spontaneous  gene- 
Let  us  cast  our  thoughts  back  to  the  ration  of  these  animalcule  has  been  re- 
period  when  the  polar  bears  first  reached  jected  by  the  soundest  physiologists,  and 
Iceland,  probably  on  icebergs  floated  from  Cuvier  rather   adopted   the  explanation 

•  Andrsl,  Pr^df,  Ac.  •  Vol.  II.  p.  150. 
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that  their  oTa  passed  fhim  the  alimentary  complish  the  wished-Cbr  object — their  cure, 

canal,  through  the  organs  of  the  circula-  but  rather  the  right  adaptation  of  means 

tion,  into  distant  organs.  to  the  end ;  and  further,  we  mar  learn 

The  solar  microscope  has  now  magnified  (torn  the  phenomena  of  nature,  that  the 

a  drop  of  water  upwuds  of  500,000  times :  simplicity  of  the  agents  employed  by  oar 

each  drop  contains  hundreds  of  animal-  Creator,  is  not  less  wonderful  than  the 

cul89,  and  if  each  of  these  little  beings  is  magnitude  of  the  results  brought  about  by 

endowed  with  a  fecundity  at  all  propor-  his  will, 

tionate  to  the  other  inhabitants  of  the  .^__^_«____^___________^^ 

same  element,  the  salmon  for  instance, 

how  wonderfully,  how  inconceivably  mi-  TINCTURE  OF  LYTTA  IN  RETEN- 

nute,  must  be  the  ovum  of  one  of  these  TION  OF  URINE. 

animalculaa !     Who  will  then  say  that  the 

idea  of  Cuvier  is  improbable  or  impos-  — — 

"  I  hare  adduced  the«e  two  &cts  ftom  ^^  '*«  ^*"^  'f  '*«  Medical  Gazelle. 
physiology  to  diow,  that  if  it  pleased  Him  g 

who  has  caused  the  principle  of  life  equally  * 

to  reside  in  such  an  infinitessimal  molecule  As  I  do  not  remember  to  have  met  with 

as  the  ovum  of  one  of  these  animalculas,  a  case  of  retention  of  urine  from  atony 

and  in  the  mammoth  or  the  whale — that  of  the  muscular  power  of  the  bladder 

the  motion  of  the  oorpuscules  in  the  semi-  treated  by  the  tincture  of  lytta,  I  am  in- 

nal  fluid  should  cease—or  that  the  ova  of  duced  to   forward  the    following"   suc- 

the  animalcule  of  a  drop  of  water  should  cessful    one  to  your  widely-circulated 

increase  and  multiply  witiiin  the  several  journal.     Should  you  deem  the  case  of 

organs  of  our  bodies  ;-then.  in  Uiefiwt  Sufficient    interest,    an  early  inserUon 

case,  the  present  generation  would  be  the  „;||  ^tj;^^  *  ^ 

last,  and  the  whole  of  mankind  would  ^'"  oblige  u   r     * 

moulder  into  kindred  dust  ;-and,  in  the  ^^^^  obedient  servant, 

latter  case,  the  race  of  human    beings  Jesse  Leach, 

would  be  suddenly  annihilated,  and  would        ^  ^"°^*»'  A^dsunt. 

vanish  from  the  face  of  the  earth  like  a       ^"jaw  2f'i^';''"**' 
morning  cloud.  ' 

Let  me  venture  to  draw  your  minds  yet         r  ...   several  obiectioii<4 

higher,  from  the  crust  of  our  globe  to  the  ^;„.  t"?^  ^^^"^^    _•  ^  ,?     •  ^*y«^;'<^"* 

expand  of  the  heavens-a  province  of  might  be  urged  against  the  internal  ad- 

nature  into  which  the  true  phy^an  ought  mimstraUon  of  ly  tta,  more  especially  on 

to  extend  his  observations.  account  of  its  producing  stranguary ; 

Modem  astronomers  have  proved  from  noweyer,  the  present  is  a  good  instance 

the  phenomena  attendant  upon  the  return  of  its  beneficial  effects  witliout  that  un* 

of  comets,  a  high  d^ree  of  probability,  pleasant  concomitant.   Cases  have  come 

nay  almost  a  certainty,  that  there  exists  under  my  notice  where  straii»uary  was 

throughout  all  space   a  subtle,  refined,  produced  before    the    muscular  action 

resisting  medium.  returned.    The  acetate  of  morphia  and 

This  medium,  however  delicate  it  may  camphor  mixture  were    given  in  this 

be--however  slight  lU  powers  of  retards-  ^asc,  with  a  view  of  allaying  the  spas- 


This  medium,  however  delicate  it  may 

;  ^however  slight  its  powers  of  retarda- 
uon,   must    cause    a  diminution  of  the    ^^r;„  u„«*«,:«„i  .^„«^-..,J«,-~,.,i 
earth's  velocity  in  her  orbit,  and  hence  the    '°^^'^,  hysterical  paroxysms,  wl 
centrifuiral  foVce  will  be  less.    The  earth    ^wered  the  expected  result. 


centrifugal  force  will  be  less.    The  eartii  »^J"="  "-""i  ^^V^^^^^  '^""; 

will,  therefore,  slowly,  but  certainly,  in  It  would  be  trespassing  too  much  upon 

process  of  ages,  be  attracted  to  the  sun.  J?"""  spac®  ^  e^^er  into  a  detailed  history 

The  symmetry  of  this  universe  will  then  of  a  victim  to  hysteria;  I  shall  there- 
be  destroyed;  *'  the  heavens  will  then  pass  fore  content  myself  with  a  brief  sum- 
away  with  a  {peat  noise,  and  the  elements  mary  of  her  case, 
sliall  melt  with  fervent  heat;  the  earth,  Ann  Gough,  nt  22,  of  a  short  sta- 
also,  and  the  works  that  are  therein,  shall  ture,  and  a  sallow,  bloated  appearance, 
be  burned  up*."  How  awful  the  event—  had  been  for  some  years,  periodically, 
how  simple  the  means !           ,    ,^  .     ,,^  a  martyr  to  hysteria  and  scanty  men- 

So,  th^.  If  there  be  any  truth  in  the  struation.     Aliut  a  year  previous  to 

facts   and    observations    which    I   have  ^i,^  ^,^^^«i.  «*.«..i,    «ii"!l-  „..ifc.-:«^  a^-^ 

brought  forward  in  Uiese  lectures,  we  must  ^J"^  f  ^°f  *|^^^'  ^'^'^  suffering  from 

concfude  that  it  is  not  the  quantity  or  ap-  *^,  hysterical  paroxysm    she  was  not 

parent  power  of  the  agents  we  employ  in  a^e  to  void  her  urine  without  the  aid  of 

the  tieatraent  of  diseases,  which  will  ac-  the  catheter  for  four  months ;  was  ad- 

. mitted  into  Queen's  Ward,  on  June  the 

•  2  Pet.  itL  10.  25Ui,  under    the    care  of  Dr,  Bright, 
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labouring  under  a  violent  hysterical  fit,  into  the  bladder,  where  it  remained  fif- 
whicb  readily  yielded  to  the  usual  treat-  teen  days,  without  occasioning'  much 
ment,  leaving^,  as  on  the  previous  occa-  irritation,  when  it  was  removed  by  di- 
sion,  a  retention  of  urine,  preceded  by  lating*  the  urethra  with  a  sponge  tent, 
pain  in  the  back,  asfgntvated  by  per-  It  is  rather  singular  that  another  case  of 
cussion  over  the  third  and  fourth  lumbar  the  same  kind  should  so  soon  have 
vertcbne.  The  warm  bath,  leeches,  cup-  fallen  under  my  observation, 
ping,  and  ultimately  the  ointment  of  ^  Elizabeth' Creed,  aged  twenty,  mar- 
ant,  tart.,  were  administered,  which  ried  about  four  months,  had  retention  of 
benefited  the  pain  c^nd  tenderness,  urine,  and  was  relieved  several  times  by 
but  bad  no  enect  on  the  muscular  the  catheter,  when,  in  passing  it  one 
efibrts  of  the  bladder.  On  June  the  day,  it  unfortunately  slipped  from  tlie 
29th,  she  could  not  pass  her  urine  surgeon's  fingers  into  the  oladder.  No 
without  the  aid  of  the  catheter  twice  attempt  was  made  to  extract  it,  and 
a-day.  On  July  the  8th  it  was  determined  about  a  fortnight  afterwards  she  was 
to  give  internally  the  following  mixture,  brought,  from  a  distance  of  thirty  miles, 
in  order  to  stimulate  the  dormant  mus-  to  the  Bridge  water  Infirmary.  Having 
cular  energy,  and  allay  the  violent  hys-  ascertained  the  presence  of  the  instru- 
terical  fits  which  were,  about  this  period,  ment,  T  introduced  a  piece  of  sponge 
of  frequent  recurrence.  tent,  in  the  evening,  into  the  bladder, 

R  Tinct.  Lyttae,  3ij.;  Morphias  Acct.  and  allowed  it   to   remain   during  the 

gr.j.;  Mist.  Camph.  Jviij. ;  Cap.  53-  ni/?lit-      On  the  following  morning  I 

terdie.  withdrew  the  sponge,  ana  passed  my 

July  10th.— The  hysterical  paroxysms  finger,    with  some  difficulty,  into   the 

have  not  recurred  so  frequently,  but  the  bladder,  and  felt  the   catheter  resting 

lytta  has  produced  no  effect.                    '  on  the  pubes ;    from    whence  it   was 

nth.— A  burning  sensation  along  the  removed  into  the  urethra,  and  readily 

course  of  the  left  ureter  and  in  the  by-  extracted.     In  this  case  the  instrument 

pogastric  region,  but  no  attempts  have,  remained  in  the  bladder  seventeen  days, 

as  yet,  been  made  to  void  her  urine  and     created     considerable     irritation, 

without  the  catheter.  There  was  much  greater  difficulty  in 

13th.— During  the  morning,  she  made  dilating  the  urethra  m  this  case  than  m 

several  unsuccessful  attempts  to  void  her  the  former  one,  which  occurred  after 

urine,  but  did  not  succeed  till  the  even-  delivery ;  m  the  latter,  the  urine  passed 

ing;  when  the  urine  possessed  a  strong  involuntarily  until  the  fourth  day,  but 

ammoniacal  smell,  and  was  free  from  m  the  former  the  urethra  regained  ite 

])\oQ^  power  immediately. 

14th.— Urine  passed  without  any  dif.  Two  such  cases  having  been  brought  to 

ficulty,  except  a  slight  scalding.  my  notice  m  so  shortapenod,  it  would  ap- 

2lst.— The  woman  is  perfecUy  con-  pear  that  this  accident  is  not  of  such  rare 

valescent,  and  thinks  of  leaving  the  occurrence  as  is  generally  imafirined;  and 

hospital  in  a  few  days.     She  has  had  no  ^itli  the  instruments  usually  employ- 

relapse    of  her   hysterical   paroxysms  ed,  may  frequently  happen  from  sudden 

since  the  13th.  shnnking,  or  change  of  the  natient's 

posture.    It  may  not,  therefore,  be  amiss 

to    caution    my    professional    brethren 

against  using  the  common  silver  cathe- 

CASE  IN  WHICH   A  FEMALE  CA-  ters,   which  are  rarely  provided  with 

THETER  ACCIDENTALLY  SLIP-  guards.    Of  late  I  have  preferred  along 

PED  INTO  THE  BLADDER.  flexible  caUieter,  which  is  more  conve- 

nient,  particularly  in  all  cases  where  it 

is  necessary  to  empty  the  bladder  dur- 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  ing  labour. — I  am,  sir. 


Sir, 


Your  obedient  servant, 

Jonathan  Toogood, 


In    your  journal    for    September    last*  Senior  Surgeon  to  the  Bridgcwater 

I  related  tne  history  of  a  case  in  which  infirmary, 

a  female  catheter  had  accidentally  slipped       Brirfgenrater,  July  21, 1834. 


•  Vol.  kU.  p.  837. 
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EFFICACY  OF  OXIDE  op  BISMUTH  RETIRED  MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF 

IN  PULMONARY  COMPLAINTS.  THE  ARMY  AND  NAVY. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 

Sir,  Sir, 

I  HAVE  recently  taken  the  liberty  of  As  the  pages  of  your  widely-circulated 

addressing  a  letter  to  you,  respecting  journal  appear  to  be  not  only  the  most 

the  use  of  the  oxide   of  bismuth  in  proper,  but  also  the  most  efficient,  me- 

diseases  of  the  lungs* ;  and  I  did  so  dium  for  the  following  observations,  I 

from  having  experienced  very  decided  trust  you  will  deem  them  worthy  of  in- 

advantage  in  some  severe  cases  of  pul-  sertion. 

monarv  affection  by  the  use  of  this  In  this,  our  day,   "  reform "   seems 

medicfne,  and  under  the  impression  that  wholly  to  engross  the  minds  of  men, 

sufficient  attention  had  not  oeen  paid  to  and    at  this   moment  a  Committee  of 

the  immediate  sympathy  which  subsists  the  House  of  Commons  is  sitting  on  the 

between  the  stomacn  and  the  lungs.    In  subject  of  what  is  called  '*  medical  re- 

our  ordinary  treatment  of  these  diseasess,  form."    What  may  be  the  result  of  their 

we  advert  very  generally  to  the  con-  inquiries,  or  what  the  legislature  may 

nexion  which  the  skin  has  with  that  decide  upon,  I  cannot  foresee;  but  I 

important  organ,  the  lungs ;  and  coun-  would  beg  leave  to  call  their  attention 

ter-irritants  on  the  external  skin  have  to  a  class  of  medical  men  who  should 

been  very  universally  applied,  to  correct  not  be  overlooked,  nor  treated  with  indif- 

the  disoitiered  functions  of  the  orgun  of  ference; — Imean  the  retired  medical  offi- 

respiration;  and  as  there  does,  beyond  cersoftbearmyand  navy.  To  become  qua« 

a  ooubt,  exist  a  very  strong  sympathy  lified  for  these  services,  an  examination 

between  the  stomach  and  the  lungs,  as  at  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  and 

well  as  with  other  important  and  more  subsequently  an   examination    on    the 

distant  parts  of  the   body,   I  wish  to  various  branches  of  medicine,  (equal,  at 

call  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  least,  to  the  examination  for  a  medical 

another  mode  of  counter-irritation,  for  degree  at  some  of  our  universities,)  is 

altering  the  actions  of  the  stomach,  with  required,  and  must  be  undergone  by  the 

a  view  to  the  alleviation  of  diseases  of  candidates  at  the  respective  Boards.  Sure- 

the  lungs.    The  oxide  of  bismuth  has  ly,  then,  it  would  be  a  hardship  if  **  me- 

not  appeared  to  me  to  quicken  the  circu-  dical  reform"  were  to  extend  to  tnedepriv- 

lation,  or  in  any  way  to  excite  fever;  ing  this  class  of  medical  men  of  a  rigot  to 

but  it  induces  new  actions  in  the  sto-  practise  the  profession  in  which  they  have 

mach,  which,  in  the  experience  I  have  neen  properly  educated,  examined,  and 

had,  seemed  to  influence  very  decidedly  found  eflicient  members.    I  would  there- 

tbe  nature  of  the  expectoration,  so  for-  fore  suggest,  that  the  heads  of  those  medi- 

midable  a  symptom  in  these  cases.  cal  departments  should  be  privileged  to 

I  write  tnus  shortly,  conceiving  that  g[rant  certificates  of  competency  to  prac- 

the  readers  of  your  excellent  publication  tice  to  those  gentlemen  who  have  oeen 

will  not  require  a  more  elaborate  disser-  in  the  service,  and  are  practising,  or 

tation  to  enable  them  fully  to  compre-  such  as  may  hereafter  retire  from  the 

bend  the  practical  fact,  which  I  consider  service.     Would    it   not    be    a   hard- 

myself  authorized  to  communicate,  but  ship   of  the    first    magnitude    that    a 

which  in  so  intractable  a  disease,  must  man  who  has  spent  the  prime  of  his 

require   more  extended  experience    to  life  (and  perhaps  has  lost  his  health) 

establish  firmly.  in    the  service,  should  be  doomed   to 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  sir,  starve,  or  else  become  a  school-boy,  as 

Your  obedient  servant,  it  were,  by  resuming  the  required  course 

Geo.  S.  Gibbes,  M.D.  F.R.S.  ©^  studies,  to  enable  him  to  take  out  his 

Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  ^^S?*' V^P**' ^  ^   *       ,          .        .       , 

Physicians.  The  Society  of  Apothecaries,  in  the 

Weymouth,  July  27, 1834.  "*^^   liberal    and    handsome    manner, 

gfranted  to  the  medical  officers  of  both 

'  army  and  navy,  the  privile^  of  prac- 

*  Med.  Gai.  p.  $67,  ante.  tising  as  apothecaries ;   and  it  would  be 
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creditable  to  the  College  of  PhyBicians  into  the  same  error  as  Messrs.  Brett  and 

to  follow  this  example.  Bird ;  and  that  the  subject  is  by  no 

I  trust,  Mr.  Editor,  that  the  foregoing-  means  so  well  understood  as  it  ought 

remarks  will  call  forth  your  energies,  to  be  by  medical  men  in  general.     I 

and  also  the  attention  of  Parliament,  to  am  hapny  to  see  the  increased  atten- 

this  class  of  meritorious  practitioners ;  tion  paid  to  animal  chemistrjr;    with- 

and  that  the  protection  will  be  afforded  out   a  knowledge  of  which,  in  many 

which  they  so  justly  deserve.  diseases,   the    physician    is    likely    to 

I  am,  sir,  do  more  harm  than  ^ood.     It  onnr  re- 

Your  very  obedient  servant,  mains  to  conclude  with  a  piece  of  ad- 

D.  J.  H.  vice  to  my  young  opponents,  which,  as 

*  «^^-  T.i-f  laoA  coming  Irom  an  old  chemist,  I  hope 

liOnaoD,  July  7f  loo4«  .1          ".n                               1           \      •».  *^ 

they  will  excuse — viz.  always  to  obtain 

.                                         — -  a  clear  and  accurate  knowledge  of  the 

points  under  discussion,  whatever  these 

URINARY  SEDIMENTS.  may  he,  before  they  begin  to  make  ex- 

^__^  penments ;  a  practice  which,  from  long 

experience,  I  can  assure  them  will  save 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  much  trouble. — I  am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

^^^i                                ,  Wm.  Prout. 

I  AM  anxious  to  correct  a  mistake  into  saeirYiU««-str«et, 

which    your    correspondents,    Messrs.  July  29,  1884 

Brett  and  Bird,  have  fallen,  with  re-     

spect  to  the  composition  of  urinary  se- 
diments.     I  have  never  asserted,  nor  ANALYSES  and  NOTICESop BOOKS, 
was  it  ever  my  opinion,  that  pink  un- 
fiary  sediments  consist  of  the  alkaline 

purpurates.     My  opinion  is,  and  always  *•  ^'^"^JJ/J  ,*JJ  ^J*"-D"  III^b'brV**''^"'  " 

has  been,  that  these  sediments  consist  ^^    '     '"' 

(usually  and  essentially)  of  the  lithate  of 

ammonia ;  that  this  lithate  of  ammonia  On  the  Certainty  and  Safety  with  which 
is  merely  tinged,  or  dyed,  with  two  <*<?  Operation  for  the  Extraction  of 
kinds  of  colouring  matter;  the  yellow  «  Cataract  from  the  Human  Eye 
coUmring  matter  of  the  urine,  which  may  he  performed;  and  on  the  Means 
possesses  peculiar  properties ;  and  the  h  ^hich  t*  u  to  be  accomplished, 
crimson  colouring  matter,  derived  from  '^y^'^;  Guthrie,  F.R.S.  Surgeon 
some  alkaline  purpurate.  When  the  to  the  Westminster  Hospital,  and  to 
yellow  colouring  matter  predominates,  ^e  Roval  Westminster  Ophthalmic 
the  sediments  are  yellow ;  when  the  Hospital,  &c.  ftcc.  &c. 
crimson  exists  alone,  or  predominates,  The  object  of  this  little  work  is  so  spe- 
(which  b  yexy  rare,  as  I  have  only  seen  cifically  set  forth  in  the  title  page,  toat 
two  or  three  well-marked  instances  in  we  need  not  say  a  word  more  in  its  ex- 
twenty  years,)  Uie  sediments  are  of  a  pink  planation;  and  we  shall,  therefore, 
colour.  When  the  two  exist  together,  limit  ourselves  to  an  account  of  the  ar- 
which  is  the  usual  state  of  things,  the  guments  and  observations  with  whrch 
sediments  are  more  or  less  of  a  red  or  the  author  supports  and  illustrates  his 
latcritious  (not  pink  or  crimson)  colour,  views.  Mr.  Guthrie  is  of  opinion  that 
That  the  crimson  portion  of  the  colour  the  directions  given^  even  by  the  best 
is  derived  from  an  alkaline  purpurate  practical  writers,  with  respect  to  the 
in  aU  instances,  I  have  no  doubt ;  that  mode  of  performing  the  operation  of 
this  purpurate  is  oflen  formed  by  extraction,  are  not  sufficiently  precise, 
nitric  acia,  I  think  is  very  probable ;  but  This  particular  expedient,  we  aro  told, 
that  it  is  always  so  formed,  I  do  not  be-  ought  not  to  be  bad  recourse  to  except 
lieve;  as  the  (ithic  acid  can  be  converted  in  cases  of  hard  cataract,  which  may 
into  a  purpurate  in  many  other  ways  in  general  be  distinguished  from  others 
besides  the  agency  of  nitric  acid.  wiUi  sufficient  ease.  When  tliis  has 
The  above  has  been  most  explicitly  been  done,  and  the  operation  determined 
stated  in  my  volume  on  Urinary  Dis-  on,  it  has  been  considered  necessary  to 
eases ;  but  notwithstanding  this,  1  have  have  recourse  to  a  good  deal  of  prepa- 
reason  to  believe  that  many  have  falleii  ration.     Mr.  Gutlirie,  however,  states^ 

348.— XIV.  2  T  ' 
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that  he  regards  the  same  precautions  election  which  the  patient  should  make 

onlj  to  he  necessary  as  those  we  employ  himself,  after  considering'  it  well.     I 

when  any  other  important  sm'gical  ope-  should  prefer  having  both  done  at  once 

rationjs  required,  particularly  about  the  in  my  own  case,  if  I  were  so  afflicted, 

head — yiz.moderate  antiphlogistic  treat-  provided  I  had  due  confidence  is  the 

ment  for  a  week,  and  a  couple  of  doses  of  operator.*^ 

gentle  physic ;  to  which  may  be  added,  if  The  directions  for  performing-  the 
tne  patient  be  disposed  to  fulness,  the  ah-  operation  being,  in  our  author'a  opinion, 
straction  of  twelve  ounces  of  blood  from  defective,  he  proceeds  to  give  the  rollow- 
the  arm  the  evening  preceding  the  ope-  in^  minute  and  perspicuous  details  upon 
ration.  If  grout  be  impending,  it  ought  this  point;  and  as  they  constitute  the 
to  be  allowed  to  pass  over  ;  and  if  there  yery  end  and  aim  of  the  hook,  we  shall 
be  determination  to  the  head,  the  patient  give  them  in  his  own  words  f— 
ought  to  be  cupped.  It  has  been  cus-  **•  The  operation  of  extraction  should 
tomary  to  operate  on  only  one  eye  at  a  always  be  done,  as  a  general  rule,  no- 
time;  but  Mr.  Guthrie  prefers  perform-  waras-^ihui  is,  on  the  upper  half  of  tne 
ing  the  extraction  on  both  at  once.  He  cornea ;  and  this  regulates  the  position 
says—  of  the  patient  and  surgeon.  The  pa- 
^  There  is  a  difference  of  opinion  tient  should  be  placed  opposite  a  single 
among  surgeons,  whether  both  eyes  clear  steady  light,  without  sunshine,  and 
should  be  operated  upon  at  once,  or  not.  a  northern  light  is  the  best,  although  it 
I  am  now  decidedly  for  doing  both  ope-  is  not  of  any  consequence  what  li^t  it 
rations  at  the  same  time,  in  all  favour-  is,  provided  it  is  unaccompanied  by  the 
able  cases.  Formerly,  I  preferred  doing  beams  of  the  sun.  He  should  be  seated 
first  one,  and  when  the  patient  had  in  an  arm-chair,  the  back  of  whicb 
quite  recovered,  tbe  other;  and  I  re«  should  be  low  enough  to  support  the 


advantage  of  the  patient;  but  then  I  put  on;  the  fore  part  should  be  turned 
was  not  so  certain  of  success  as  I  am  at  up,  if  it  comes  too  low  down  en  the  fore- 
present,  and  consequently  vrished  to  head,  and  liie  middle  of  a  light  thin 
save  even  the  smallest  chance.  I  must  spongy  kind  of  linen^  iMindageu  two 
confess  that  I  did  not  then  g^  to  the  per-  inches  and  a  half  wide,  should  be 
formance  of  an  operation  with  the  same  pinned  or  sewed  to  the  centre  of  it  be-* 
confidence  that  I  do  now,  for  I  only  6x-  nind,  ready  for  use. 

Sect  a  total  failure  as  a  matter  of  acci-  "  For  the  operation  on  the  right  e^e, 
cut — rather  as  an  untoward  circum-  the  surgeon  should  place  himself  behind 
stance  that  may  occur,  than  as  one  which  the  patient,  and  he  will  usually  find  it 
is  likely  to  occur;  and  as  such  an  uh-  necessary  to  stand  on  a  stool,  in  order  to 
toward  accident  would  scarcely  be  pos-  raise  himself  to  sudi  a  height  that  be 
sible,  with  respect  to  both  eyes,  I  re-  may  readily  lean  over,  and  hove  bis 
commend  that  they  should  botn  be  ope-  hands  at  perfect  ease ;  and  in  that  posi- 
rated  upon  at  the  same  time,  when  one  tion  and  oistance  from  his  own  head  or 
treatment  only  will  be  necessary.  If  chest  which  is  most  convenient  to  him. 
an  accident  snould  occnr,  and  a  very  The  patient's  head  being  a  little  inclined 
vigorous  or  prolonged  aner-treatment  backwards,  and  duly,  although  gently 
be  necessary,  the  patient,  whatever  ma^  and  comfortably,  supported  by  the 
be  the  result,  will  not  readily  submit  cushion,  or  back  of  the  chair,  the  snr- 
to  a  second;  and  if  an  elderly  per-  geou  leaning  over  from  behind,  brings 
son,  will  not  be  in  a  state  to  submit  for  9ie  two  fore-fingers  of  the  left  hand 
a  great  length  of  time  afterwards ;  and  over  die  forehead  gently  dewn  on  the 
if  that  second  operation  should  be  nn-  eyelid,  and  raises  it  up  slowly  and  ten- 
lucky,  requiring  also  a  vigorous  after-  dierly,  so  as  to  fix  it  ultimately  aninst 
treatment,  the  Toss  of  healu,  and  uld-  the  upper  edge  of  the  (M-bit^  andto  be 
mately  that  of  life,  may  be  the  conse-  able  to  retain  it  there  so  perfectly  with 
quence.  Elderly  persons  can  generally  the  end  of  the  fore-finger  only,  that  the 
bear  a  vigorous,  treatment  once  well,  patient  cannot  lower  it,  or  close  the  eye- 
and  recover  from  it  completely;  bnt  Kd,  by  any  effort  he  can  make.  He 
they  cannot  often  bear  and  recover  from  shoula  also  be  able  to  do  this  and  to 
it  twice.    It  is,  however,  a  matter  of  make  a  little  pressure  on  the  eye-baU, 


ON  THE  OPERATION  FOR  EXTRACTION  OF  CATARACT.   643 

in  order  to  fix  it  at  the  moment  the  in-  tirelj  dissents  from  those  who  object 

cision  is  begun.    As  soon  as  the  index  to  it,  meetingf  their  arguments  by  ranoua 

finger  is  in  this  position,  the  second  counter- statements.    These  observations 

finger  leayea  the  upper,  and  lowers  the  having  been  premised,  we  now  proceed 

under  lid,  and  fixes  it  against  the  edge  with  w  operation  thus:— 

of  the  orbit  below.    The  eye  is  thus  ^   *'  The  pupil  bein^  fully  dilated  (and 

completely  exposed,  and  may  be  almost  it  is  of  no  trifling  importance  to  know 

fixea  between  the  two  fingers.    To  do  that  it  onght  to  be  dilated),  the  eyelids 

all  this  well,  requires  a  certain  degree  being  separated,  the  eye  fixed,  and  the 

of  practice,  but  which  is  very  easily  ac-  knife  ready,  the   surgeon  commences 

quuned.    It  must  be  done  very  gently,  the  incision  of  the  cornea,  by   intro-. 

▼ety  tenderiiy,  and  without  giving  pain,  ducing  it  near  its  edge,  or  junction 

or  almost  uneasiness.  The  error  usually  with    the  sclerotica  ;    some    say    one 

committed,  is  in  using  too  much  force  quarter  of  a  line,   some  half  a  line, 

with  the  extremity  oi  the  finger,  which  others  a  line.    The  intention  of  all  ia 

gives   pain,   and    makes    the  patient  the  same,  viz.,  that  it  may  be  near  to 

swerve ;  and  it  is  an  error  of  sucn  great  the  edffe  of  the  cornea,  in  order  to  ad^ 

importance,  that  the  surgeon  must  prac-  mit  of  Sbe  opening  in  it  being  as  large 

iise  this  part  of  the  operation  until  he  as  possible ;   it  ought  not,  nevertheless, 

feels   that  he  does  it  as  a  matter  of  to  touch  the  sclerotica,  as  parts  of  the 

art,  not  of  ibroe.  saoae  kind  unite  more  readily  than  those 

**  The  le/i  eye  may  be  opened,  and  which  are  of  a  dissimilar  nature ;  and 

fixed  in  a  similar  manner;  or  the  sur-  it   should  also  be  60  much  above  the 

geon,  standing  before  the  patient,  raises  plane  of  the  iris,    that   it    will   pass 

the  upper  lid  with  the  side  of  the  fore-  readily  across  without  touching  it    The 

finger  of  the  left  hand,  and  depresses  upper  half  of  the  cornea  must  be  com.* 

the  under  lid  with  the  thumb,  the  hand  pletely  divided,  and  if  any  thing  rather 

bcinf  over  the  nose.    The  pressure  of  more  than  less,  so  that  the  point  of  the 

the  fore-finger  tends  to  ^x  the  eye  at  knife  must  be  entered    at  nearly    the 

the  same  time,  and  to  render  it  as  in^  least  possible  distance  below  the  hori- 

moveable  as  possible ;  and  this  mode  of  sontai,  or  as  it  is  sometimes  pedanti. 

proceeding  1  generally  adopt  in  pre-  eally  called,  the  equatorial  line  of  the 

ference,  for  the  left  eye."  eye. 

The  object,  or  at  least  one  of  the  great  "  The  manner  of  entering  the  point 
objects,  accomplished  by  retaining  the  of  the  knife  is  disputed.  The  cornea 
eye-lids  asunder,  is  that  of  depriving  the  beings  composed  of  several  layers,  con- 
organitself  of  itssensibility;  forMr.Gnth-  stituting  a  substance  of  a  certain  thick- 
riegoesontoshoWybyvanousarguments,  ness,  tbere  is  some  danger  of  passing 
that  it  is  only  while  the  act  of  grasping  the  knife  between  the  Hiyers,  and  not 
on  the  part  of  the  eye-lids  is  performea  across  the  anterior  chamber  of  the  eye 
that  sprain  is  liable  to  be  produced  by  the  in  front  of  the  iris,  if  care  be  not  taken 
contact  of  a  foreign  bo<fy.  This  l!eing  that  the  cornea  is  fairly  penetrated  in 
done,  and  the  eye  fixed  as  directed,  the  the  very  first  entering  of  the  knife ; 
scBsation  is  so  didl  that  nothins*  beyond  which  accident  may  happen,  if  the  anter 
uneasiness  is  experienced.  The  Knife  nor  chamber  is  small,  and  the  iris  is 
leoommended  is  spear-pointed,  and  blunt  close  to  the  cornea.  In  order  to  avoid 
on  the  back,  and  it  ought  to  be  as  wide  this  error,  modern  authors  (I  believe, 
as  theperfection  of  the  point  will  admit ;  without  an  exception),  recommend  that 
but  aHer  all,  it  is  '*  essentially  a  narrow  the  knife  should  oe  entered  in  the  direc- 
knife."  Great  attention  must  be  had  tion  of  the  iris,  as  if  the  point  were  to 
lo  the  point  of  the  instrument,  which  be  carried  directly  against  it;  butthat  as 
the  surgeon  ought  to  try  upon  a  piece  soon  as  the  cornea  is  penetrated,  and  the 
of  fine  feather;  through  tnis  it  ougnt  to  point  is  in  the  anterior  chamber,  the 
pass  without  the  slightest  sound;  if  an;^,  oandle  of  the  knife  is  to  undergo  a  sort 
even  the  least,  be  neard,  the  knife  is  of  almost  imperoeptible  depression  to- 
unfit  for  use.  wards  the  temple,  by  means  of  which  the 

Another  circumstance  worthy  of  at-  blade  is  to  be  placea  with  its  flat  surfaces 

tention  is,  that  the  author  strongly  re-  parallel  to  the  iris,  across  the  anterior 

eemmends  the  application  of  belladonna  chamber ;  and  it  is  said  that  the  more 

before  the  operation;  and  therefore  en-,  quickly  tbisi8done,the  less  chance  istbere 
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of  the  escape  of  the  aqueous  humour,  the  coruea,  which  is  called  completing' 
To  all  this  1  object  in  toe  most  decided  the  punctuation,  he  is  safe.  If  the  acci. 
manner :  the  gentlemen  who  think  thej  dent  should  not  occur,  and  the  eye  re- 
do as  tliey  say,  are,  I  believe,  mistaken ;  mains  steady,  the  knife  will  in  afl  pro- 
and  when  they  do,  they  do  nothing  but  bability  go  safely  across  the  anterior 
mischief.  The  very  turning,  or  attempt-  chamber ;  but  if  toe  hand  of  the  sur^geon 
ing  to  turn  the  knife,  generally  leads  to  wavers  for  an  instant,  or  the  patient  en- 
the  escape  of  the  aqueous  humour,  the  deayours,  however  unwillingly,  to  re- 
very  thing  they  want  to  preserve,  and  tract  the  eye,  on  feeling  that  it  is 
to  all  the  evils  it  is  most  desirable  to  wounded,  the  pressure  caused  by  this 
avoid.  The  knife  should,  in  my  opi-  effort  of  the  muscles  forces  out  the 
niou,  be  held  flat,  and  the  point  is  to  oe  aqueous  humour,  and  the  point  of  the 
introduced  steadily  in  the  same  direc-  knife  in  either  case  may  be* even  enve-^ 
tion  at  the  proper  place;  and  if  the  ope-  loped  by  the  iris.  If  all.  these  evils 
rator  can  neitner  see  nor  feel  when  it  should  be  avoided,  and  the  knife  has 
has  penetrated  the  cornea,  and  is  in  the  swiftly,  as  well  as  steadily,  crossed  the 
anterior  chamber,  the  sooner  he  aban-  anterior  chamber,  it  may  not  be  able  to 
dons  operating  the  better.  Ifamanhas  penetrate  the  cornea  on  the  opposite 
eyes,hecanseewhenthepointoftheknife  side.  This  entirely  depends  on  the 
has  entered  the anteriorcbamber;  and  ifhe  perfection  of  the  point  of  the  knife,  and 
has  fingers,  he  will  feel  when  the  resist-  therefore  on  it  the  success  of  the  opera^ 
ance  offered  by  the  cornea  is  overcome,  tion  rests.  The  inner  layer  of  the  cor- 
Tbe  young  surgeon,  instead  of  practising  nea,  or  membrane  of  the  aqueous  hu^ 
these  manoeuvres,  which  are  worse  than  mour,  as  it  is  improperly  called,  is  much 
useless,  should  practise  on  sheep's  eyes,  more  dense  and  firm  than  the  outer  one, 
until  he  has  acquired  that  tact  which  and  the  knife,  which  will  easily  enter, 
will  enable  him  to  know  when  his  knife  will  not  always  be  able  to  come  out  on 
is  in  the  right  place."  the  opposite  side.      I   have,   in   some 

All  those  who  have  ever  seen  this  cases,  been  obliged  to  use  such  a  degree 

operation,    or  that  of  couching,    per-  of  force,  ^and  have  even  then  not  sac- 

formed,  must  have  observed,  that  at  the  ceeded),  tnat  I  have  almost  felt  assured 

moment  the  knife  has  penetrated  the  that  the  knife,  when  it  did  perforate  the 

cornea,  and  is  about  to  oe  carried  on-  part,  would  inevitably  go  on,  and  stick 

wards,  the  patient  will  often  move  the  into  the  nose.    This  greater  degree  of 

eye  involuntarily.    For  this  the  surgeon  denseness  of  the  cornea  must  always  be 

must  be  prepared,  and  he  must  wait  till  reckoned  upon,  and  in  every  case  a  pro-* 

the  spasmodic  action  of  the  muscles  has  portionate  degree  of  power  must  be  ap** 

ceased,  aAer  which  he  must  fix  the  eye  plied,  as  the  point  of^the  knife  touches 

as  much  as  possible  with  the  fingers.  the  inside  of  the  cornea,  that  it  may  go 

'*  If  the  turn  takes  place  just  nfCer  through  without  any  delay ;  at  which 

the  point  of  the  knife  begfins  to  advance  moment  the  aqueous  humour  frequently 

across  the  anterior  chamber,  none  but  a  escapes  in  part  or  in  totality.     In  order 

calm,  deliberate,  and  experienced  ope-  to  prevent  this,    and  the  evil    conse- 

rator  will  be  able  to  finish  the  operation  quences  which  may  ensue,  there  must 

succcifsfully.   If  be  hesitates,  the  aqueous  be  no  hesitation  in  this  pait  of  the  ope- 

humour  will  escape,  the  point  of  the  ration.     From  Uie  moment  the  knifd 

knife  must  be  entangled  in   the  iris,  enters  on  the  one  side,  it  should  be  car- 

which  immediately  falls  forward  against  ried  swiftly,  but  not  hastily  on,  with  a 

the  cornea,  and  the  surgeon  has  nothing  steady  undeviating  progressive  motion 

to  do  but  to  withdraw  his  knife,  let  the  of  the  thumb  and   fore-finger,  or  two 

wound  heal,  and  try  again  a  fortnight  fore-fingers,  until  it  passes  Sirough  the 

or  three  weeks  afterwards.     If,  on  the  opposite  side,  and  the  centre  of  the  blade 

contrary,  the  turn  inwards  of  the  eye  is  m  the  middle  of  the  anterior  chamber^ 

only  takes  place  as  the  point  approaches  exactly  opposite  the  pupil.    Tbis  is  the 

the  opposite  side  of  the  cornea,  the  case  acme  of  perfection  lu  operating,   and 

is  diflcrent,  and  a  steady  operator  will  must  succeed :    there    is  scarcely  any 

readily  complete  tbis  part  or  the  opera-  thing  can  prevent  such  a  case  from  tum- 

tion   Dy  carrj^ng  the  knife  -onwards,  ing  out  well.     I  am  aware  that  it  can- 

evcii  it  the  point  should  be  out  of  sight;  not  always  be  done,  and  tliat  it  suffices 

and  if  be  can  carry  the  point  through  to  have  tiie  knife  fairly  through  on  th« 
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opposite  aide,  but  tben  the  afler-steps  possible  to  get  it  quite  clear,  by  any  ef- 
are  not  so  certain.  If  the  width  of  tne  fort,  exertion,  or  dexterity,  on  the  part 
knife  be  compared  with  the  width  of  the  of  the  operator.  If  any  man  says  otoer- 
upper  half  of^the  cornea,  it  will  be  seen  wise,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  he  13 
that  they  are  nearly  equal ;  and  as  the  in  error,  and  that  his  own  operations^  if 
flat  sides  of  the  knife  lie  one  against  the  he  has  ever  done  any,  will  snow  it." 
cornea,  the  other  against  the  iris,  the  Afler  each  part  of  the  operation,  the 
latter  part  is  kept  back,  and  can  scarcely  upper  eye-lid  should  be  allowed  to  drop, 
uet  before  the  edge  of  the  broad  part  of  and  the  patient  to  rest  for  a  little.  Af- 
the  knife ;  indeea,  it  cannot  do  so ;  and  ter  the  cornea  has  been  divided,  the  cap- 
the  knife  is  either  carried  on  with  the  sole  of  the  lens  is  to  be  attached,  by  in- 
same  motion,  so  as  to  cut  its  way  out;  troducinff  a  hook  under  the  flap  until  it 
or,  if  the  anf^le  of  the  eye-lids  or  reaches  me  pupil.  The  end  of  the  hook 
the  nose,  or  any  accidental  motion  of  forms  a  right  angle  with  the  shaft,  and 
,the  eye  upwards,  prevent  it,  the  knife  is  to  be  intrpduced  on  its  side  with  the 
must  be  made  to  cut  its  way  out,  point  backwards,  so  that  it  cannot  catch 
not  by  one  forcible  eflbrt,  but  by  gently  any  thing  until  it  has  arrived  opposite 
acting  with  the  blade  first  towaras  the  the  centre  of  the  pupil ;  thepointistheu 
point,  and  then  with  the  heel,  so  that  to  be  turned  towards  it^  and  several 
the  inner  portion  of  the  upper  part  is  slight  scratches  made  into  the  capsule, 
divided  by  the  blade  near  toe  point,  the  and  then  withdrawn.  Sometimes,  how- 
outer  by  the  heel ;  for  the  cornea  is  ever,  this  is  not  sufficient ;  and  we  are 
oAen  very  tough,  and  reauires  this  sort  told  that^- 

of  zig-zag  or  sawing  motion  to  be  made  "  When  the  lens  does  not  begin  to 

-before  it  will  yield.    The  section  of  the  moye  from  its  situation,  afler  the  cap.- 

cornea,  thus  completed,  should  be  one  sule  has  been  torn,  the  surgeon  must 

perfect  half,  and  a  little  more,  rather  satisfy  himself  that  the  incision  in  the 

than  any  thing  less ;  and  the  incision  cornea  is  sufficiently  large ;  or  if  it  is 

should  be  at  an  equal  distance  from  the  not,  he  must  enlarge  it.     He  should  be 

sclerotica,  or  from  the  edge  of  the  cor-  equally  certain  that  the  capsule  is  suffi- 

nea,  all  round ;  but  this  is  not  oflen  ac-  ciently  torn  through,  by  repeating  that 

comjplished,  and  is  of  little  consequence,  part  of  the  operation;  when,  if  there  be 

as  the  cicatrix  is  out  of  si^ht."  nothing  to  impede  the  advance  of  the 

The  chief  difficulty  which  presents  it-  lens,  it  will  be  seen  to  rise  from  its  situ- 

-self  in  this  part  of  the  operation  occurs  ation,  its  upper  edge  gradually  passing 

from  the  escape  of  the  aqueous  humour;  through  the  pupil  ana  slidinj^  over  the 

for  by  this  the  iris  is  apt  to  fall  forward  iris,  unless  the  external  incision  is  not 

ascainst  the  cornea,  and  of  course  against  sufficiently  large,  when  it  may  protrude 

the  knife.    If  the  escape  of  the  fluid  the  iris  l>efore  it ;  at  which  moment  it 

-does  not  take  place  till  afler  the  knife  should  be  assisted  by  the  hook,  or  cu- 

Iias  crossed  the  anterior  chamber,  but  rette,  and  on  its  expulsion  the  lid  should 

witliout  penetrating  the  cornea,  it  must  be  allowed  to  fall.    If  the  flap  made  in 

be  carried  on,  and  the  dbject  be  com-  the  cornea  should  by  accident  be  turned 

pleted,  for  the  iris  is  not  liable  to  be  downwards,  it  must  be  replaced  in  its 

cut  by  this  continued  progressive  motion  situation  by  the  end  of  the  curette,  when 

of  the  instrument     jBu^  suppose  the  the  lid  is  again  raised. 

contrary  to  happen,  according  to  our  "  The  lens  does  not,  however,  always 

author   the  evil  has  been  much  over-  come  out  so  easily  and  regularly.    It 

rated.     His  words  are—  '  sometimes  happens  that,  instead  of  ris- 

*'  There  is  now  another  secret  to  be  ing  up  by  its  upper  edge,  the  yitreous 

disclosed,  of  yet  greater  importance  to  humour,  which  appears  olack  because  it 

the  young  operator ;  it  is,  tiiat  the  ef-  is  transparent,  and   allows  the  black 

feet  of  an  injury  to  the  iris  is  very  pigment  beneath  to  be  seen  through,  is 

^atly  overrated,  and  that  if  the  opera-  perceived  pushin&r  forwards  between  it 

tion  cannot  be  completed  without  injur-  and  the  ins.     ^thing  can  prevent  a 

ing  it,  the  injury  must  be  committed,  portion  of  this  vitreous  humour  being 

The  real  truth  is,  that  no  good  operators  protruded  or  expelled ;    and  no  atten* 

in  this  great  city  of  London  ao  other-  tion  need  be  paid  in  order  to  obviate  it-, 

wise.    When  the  iris  bulges  much  oyer  for  it  cannot  be  done.    But  attention 

ihe  edge  of  the  knife,  it  is  often  not  must  be  paid  to  the  fact,  that  its  expul- 
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ivhich,  bavinflr  lost  its  support  will  siok  Saturday,  itu^fMt  2, 1884b 

down  towaras  the  bottom  of  the  eye,  

and  must  infalltblj  cause  its  destruction  «  , .   .       .._,....        ....  ^.    . 

byiBfl«nm.tion  Jfnot«mo.ed.    The  /rl^TjZT^I'^^^S^-JSS^T^ 

surgeon,  aware  of  this  circumstance,  and  publicum  ilt,  dicendl  pericolam  dob  reewo." 

knowing  that  pressure  of  any  kind,  that  Cicsao. 

eren  Ae  mere  action  of  the  muscles,  will  — 

cause  the  expulsion  of  the  vitreous  hu-  ,,,^,^^  „„^  »«^,„^  «^^.  w,^  . 

mour  without  the  lens,  passes  either  the  HINTS  REGARDING  CHOLERA. 

?fThe"leS  \tli5rVe";?;;.t^^^^^  The  p^sent  is  the  third  season  during 

mour,  which  begins  to  escape  when  its  ^*"»ch  the  metropolis,  and  vanoas  other 

inclosing  membrane  is  pierced  bj  the  puts  of  England,  have  receired  an  an- 

hook,  the  point  of  which  is  to  be  fairly  nual  visit  from  cholera ;  and  every  point 

stuck  into  the  under  part  of  the  lens,  connected  with  the  histoiy  of  this  sin. 

and  thus  drawn  out    A  portion  of  vi-  ,          •  i      •          ..              ,       .        « 

treous  humour  must  of  couVse  escape ;  it  8^^"  epidemic  conUnues  to  be  viewed 

cannot  be  prevented ;  it  was  inevitable  with  an  interest  commensurate  with  the 

from  the  first;  but  the  gfreat  object,  the  importance  of  the  subject.    It  is  oney 

extraction  of  the  lens,  has  been  attained,  indeed,  which  involves  the  pubKc  healOi 

If  the  surgeon  hesitates,  and  does  not  ,       ..     ^,        w   •  ^       *  *             « 

calmly  anS  steadily  intWduce  his  in-  and  excites  the  public  interest  to  a  much 

strument,  and  hook  the  lens  at  once,  the  greater  extent  than  any  malady  which 

vitreous  humour  begins  to  escape,  the  has  prevailed  within  our  times :  nor  has 

lens  sinks,  and  the  eye  wUl  be  lost,  if  he  any  thing  even  approaching  to  it  been 

does  not  instantly  pass  the  hook  through  ^        •        j    •       ^v    r-  i.*ri      -j 

the  pupil,  and  ^h!iok   the  lens,  as  le  «Penenced  since  the  fnghtful  epidemic 

would  catch  a  fish  with  a  landing  hook.  «f  Northern  Europe,  more  partieulariy 

There  is  no  alternative ;  it  must  Se  done,  of  Dantzic,  in  the  early  part  of  the  last 

or  the  eye  will  be  destroyed."  century.  .  Hitherto  no  one  has  been  sue 

Sometimes,  by  a  spasmodic  action  of  ^^„„r.,i  •     ^i,^  ^^^^^t  ♦«  ««^.,*<-  4^  -«,. 

the  muscles,  not  only  the  lens,  but  a  ^f^"^,'"  the  attempt  to  reduce  to  any 

great  nortion  of  tfie  vitreous  humour  is  wiofiT  l»ke  order,  the  multifanous,— 4he 

expelled.    Mr.  Guthrie  once  saw  this  capricious, — and  often  apparently  contra- 

occur  when  the  whole  of  the  vitreous  dictory  phenomena   of  cholera ;    and 

JeTreVffi^Je'JdTto&JS  ^  "^^T'^  »  t«  >«»«  ^'^'"^^  -* 

pee  of  sight.  "  The  loss  of  the  vitreous  ^  ^idcmics,  makes  an  e^Kscial  exc«p. 

humour  has  been  a  surgical  bugbear  in  tion  in  the  application  of  his  observa- 

doing  this  operation."  tions  with  regaid  both  to  the  **  black 

The  last  important  point  m  the  per-  pia«,e»ofthe  fourteenth  century,  and 

formance  of  this  operation  is  to  bring  ,   *, , ,        ,         ....,,      .. 

the  edges  of  the  cornea  into  nice  appo-  *^f     ^ue  plague"  of  the  last  few  years, 

sition ;  and  this  ought  to  be  very  care-  Still,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  pnN 

fully  done.  priety  of  noting  and  calling  attendon 

In  the  directions  for  dressing  the  eye,  f^m  time  to  time  to  the  circumsUnces 

excluding  light,  and  subduing  subse-  ^  j     -.i  •.        v    ^i^         j     1 

quent  inflammation,  we  find   nothing  connected  with  it,  as,  by  the  gradual  ac 

E articular  to  extract;  and,  indeed,  we  cumulationof  facts, we may.at  length  be 

ave  already  exceeded  the  limits  we  in-  able  to  detect  and  turn  to  account  some 

tended,  in  order  that  we  might  do  the  ^f  the  laws  which,  though  hitherto  un- 

greaterjustice  to  this  subject    Thebro-  .  .    ^  j   .     v  ^1          •  /^  j         1  *   *i_ 

chure  is  an  interesting  one,  and  will  detected,  doubUess  exist  and  regulate  the 

amply    repay   the    time    spent  in    its  mareh  of  the  disease, 

perusal.  There  seems  sufficient  reason  to  be- 

'<-^-  lieve  that  cholera,  however  it  may  at  its 

first  invasion  appear  to  disregard  di- 
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mate  and  temperature,   is  yet,   in  its  not  less  than  thirty^ne  degrees.    The 

subsequent  visitations,  not  irrespective  prevalent  state  of  atmosphere  during 

of  seasons.    In  1829-30,  it  flourished  in  the  above  period  was  cloudy,  with  fre« 

the  northern  parts  of  £urope  despite  quent  rain,  and  a  good  deal  of  thunder, 

the  rigour  of  a  Russian  winter.    It  is  In  1833  the  disease  again  shewed  it- 

on  the  2lst  December  of  the  latter  year  self  in  July,  during  which  month  there 

that  we  first  find  "  cholera  "  in  our  bills  occurred  181  cases ;  while  we  have  863 

of  mortality ;  yet  so  little  progress  did  in  Aug^ust,  the  epidemic  diminishing  in 

the  disease  make  for  some  time  ailer,  September,  and  disappearing  more  ra- 

that  during  the  whole  of  the  year  1831  pidly  than  the  preceding  year.     The 

the  total  number  of  deaths  from  this  weather  during  its  prevalence  was  very 

new  addition  to  the  catalogue  of  diseases,  similar  to  that  of  the  preceding  year, 

only  amounted  to  48!     It  was  during  In  1834,  the  month  of  July  once  more 

the  following  winter  that  the  disease  in  gives  us  the  ^  blue  plague,"  but  only 

its  more  malignant,  and,  in  some  essen-  37  cases ;    the    weather  having   been 

tial  particulars,  its  new  form,  was  in-  warmer,  and  much  drier  than  during 

troduced;  and  though  the  progress  it  the  preceding  years;  and  the  disease 

then  made  was  such  as  we  have  no  increasing  on  the  atmosphere  becom- 

record  of  the  **  cholera  morbus  "  having  ing  damp. 

ever  before   made  among    us   at   the  Thus  it  would  appear,  so  far  as  our 

same  season  of  the  year,  .still  the  in*  present  experience  goes,  that  cholera  in 

fluence,  whatever  it  may  be,  which  was,  its  worst  forms   has    a  disposition  to 

as  it  were,  ensiled  upon  this  our  por-  shew  itself  towards  the  months  of  July 

tion  of  the  globe,  was  not  fully  deve-  and  August ;  and  this  corresponds  with 

loped  till  it  was  fostered  by  the  heat  of  the  account  given  by  Sydenham  of  the 

summer.  old  English    cholera,   Which    he  says 

In  1831  we  have  seen  how  small  was  comes  at  the  end  of  summer  and  in  au- 

the  number  of  deaths  which  occurred  tumn,  as  regularly  as  vegetation  comes 

during  the  six  warmest  months ;  but  in  in  spring.      But  though  we  are   dis- 

1832  not  fewer  than  1006  fatal  cases  of  tincdy  of  opinion  that  something  has 

cholera  are  recorded   in  the   Bills  of  lately  been  added  to  those  causes  which 

Mortality  for  July  alone—- 380  of  these  have  heretofore  produced  those  bilious 

having  occurred  in  one  week.    In  Au-  fluxes  to  which  Sydenham  especially  al- 

gust  they  fell  to  777,  after  which  they  Indes,  yet  we  cannot  deny,  nor  do  we  wish 

progressiTcly  diminished  tiU  the  end  todoso,that  the  phenomena  of  the ''blue*' 

of  September,  when  they  became  veiy  cholera  exhibit  a  closer  affinity  between 

rapidly  extinct  *.    The  temperature  at  the  two  forms  of  disease  than  they  at  first 

this  time  was  not  particulariy  elevated,  displayed,  or  than  we  bad  anticipated 

averaging  about  65  degrees,  but  the  would  be  found  to  be  the  case.    Not 

▼icissitudes  were  frequent  and  conside-  only  does  the  same  season,   and  the 

Table,  and  in  one  instance  veiy  remark-  same  state  of  atmospheie,  appear  equally 

able,  viz.  at  the  end  of  the  first  week  favourable  to  both«-supposiug  them  sp«- 

in  July,  and  jost  before  the  epidemic  cifically  distinct  diseased— but  the  same 

underwent  a  marked  exacerbatbn,  the  immediate  exciting  causes  would  seem 

thermometer  ranged  vrithin  twenty-fonr  also  to  give  rise  to  both.    This  last 

hours  from  40^  to  71'',  a  difTerence  of  is  by  far  the  most  important  circumstance 

■  ^  -■ . .  ,.    ,  ,, — ; r"T r  to  which  we  have  to  allude ;  for  while  the 

*  Thla  and  the  follotrlng  can  only  be  consi-  i     •             •        «  • 

dered  m  an  approxinatton,  owing  to  the  manner  other  points   are  speculative  only,  this 

In  which  the  BUli  are  made  out,  and  to  their  not  .                         .^^  i       t«  l            r 

comprehending  the  whole  town.  becomes  practical,    it  Has  on  tormer  oe* 
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casiona  been  obseired,  and  certainly  to  some  external  cause,  superadded  i» 
was  nevermore  conspicuous  than  durinf^  the  general  atmospheric  influence.  Bjr- 
the  present  season,  that  scarcely  any  in-  far  the  most  common  exciting  cause  of 
stance  of  the  disease  in  its  malignant  this  nature,  is  some  error  in  •  diet*— an 
form  appears  which  is  not  traceable  to  imprudence  which  proves  equally  per- 
some  exciting  cause,  of  a  nature  which  nicious  among  the  high  and  low ; 
for  the  most  part  might  be  avoided,  for  its  efiects  differ  but  little,  wbe« 
Thus  it  will  generally  be  found  that  ther  they  be  produced  by  white- 
the  party  attacked  has  laboured  under  bait,  by  tainted  lobsters,  or  the  putrid 
more  or  less  looseness  of  the  bowels  for  salmon,  now  so  plentifully  hawked 
several  days.  Many  attach  no  kind  of  about  the  streets  —  whether  by  pines 
importance  to  an  apparently  slight  at-  or  cucumbers— iced  champagne,  or 
tack  of  this  kind ;  and  the  fact  is,  that  '^  Hodgson's  cordial  gin."  This  also 
those  preliminary  warnings  differ  in  is  a  point  on  which  the  admonitions 
nothing,  which  the  individual  can  of  the  medical  man  are  extremely 
distinguishyfrom  similar  affections  which  apt  to-be  disregarded — most  persons 
at  other  times  pass  off  without  incon-  contemning,  if  not  openly  ridicul- 
venience.  Misled  by  this  analogy,  and  ing,  the  idea  of  that  doing  them 
deluded  into  a  false  security,  they  think  harm  at  one  season  which  they  take  at 
merely  that  something  has  disagreed  another  with  impunity.  The  truth  is, 
with  them,  and  that  it  will  "  work  itself  however,  that  the  digestive  organs  ap- 
off;"  or  perhaps  they  assist  this  sup-  pear  not  to  be  capable  of  doing  so  much 
posed  salutary  result  by  taking  a  dose  work  in  the  hot  damp  weather  of  our 
of  tincture  of  rhubarb,  or  a  few  of  autumnal  months  as  at  other  times ;  and 
Morison's  pills.  Experience,  however,  if  the  same  demand  be  made  upon  them, 
has  fully  proved,  that  at  this  season  they  will  leave  part  of  it  undone.  Besides, 
of  the  year,  particularly  since  the  in-  to  pass  from  reasoning  to  facts,  many 
troduction  of  cholera,  laxatives,  even  of  the  suddenly  fatal  cases  we  have  found 
of  the  mildest  kind,  must  be  given  with  to  have  followed  within  forty-eight 
caution,  and  that  any  degree  of  diar-  hours  afler  some  indulgence  in  eating  or 
rhoea  requires  to  be  speedily  and  effi-  drinking,  by  which  the  stomach  had 
ciently  checked.  This  is  the  practice  obviously  been  overchargfed.  Of  the 
now  generally  adopted  by  intelligent  "  external  circumstances"  to  which  we 
persons ;  and  while  we  venture  to  say  refer,  our  allusion  is  more  especially  to 
that  bowel  complaints  have  not,  at  any  residence  in  a  vicinity  where  the  drain- 
period  for  several  years  back,  been  more  age  is  imperfect.  On  going  into  houses 
rife  than  during  the  last  fortnight,  it  is  to  see  patients  labouring  under  cholera, 
at  the  same  time  undoubted,  that  never  we  have  several  times  smelt  out  this 
since  the  first  visit  of  the  cholera,  have  cause  very  speedily,  the  drains  being 
80  few,  as  yet,  passed  into  that  disease,  often  veiy  offensive.  Besides,  a  refc- 
But  in  some  instances  the  symptoms  rence  to  a  map  of  London  which  con- 
take  on  a  character  of  urgency,  without  tains  the  elevations  of  the  different 
any  preliminary  warning,  hurrying  the  localities,  will  show  at  a  glance  that 
patient,  within  a  few  hours,  into  an  al-  those  situations  in  which  the  disease 
most  hopeless  condition.  According  to  has  been  most  frequent  and  most  obsti- 
our  own  observations,  when  this  has  been  nate,  are  precisely  those  which  are 
the  case,  one  of  two  circumstances  has  lowest,  and  the  drainage  from  which  is 
occurred.  Either  the  individual  has  consequently  most  deficient, 
applied  some  internal,  or  been  exposed        To  the  medical  reader,  wc  fear,  these 
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remarks  will  present  no  novelty;    but  lets  of  information  into  a  genera]  stream, 

tbej  may  not  be  altogether  useless,  if  yt^hich  fertilises  the  soil  through  which 

they  direct  attention  to  the  practical  *'  ??^®*'\  .    /.  ,     ^ 

^  JL^*'  ^     *        u-  u   .1-         v  •      1  rrom  the  report  of  the  Council,  read 

suggesuons  to    which   they  obviously  by  Dr.  Hastings,  we  learn  that  the  num. 

point;   and  if  they  prove  the  means  of  her  of  members  now  belonging  to  the 

inducing  professional  men  to  enforce  on  Association  is  450,  being  an  increase  of 

the  minds  of  the  public  (especially  duiv  ?^?"t  140  since  the  preceding  year.     It 

: .1  ^  ^»^««4.     *  «4i.\  ♦v  -x      r  *®  *™  contemplation  to  establish  a  library, 

ing  the  present  month)  the  necessity  of  ^^^  a  MediSil  Benevolent  Charity,  on 

applying    for    advice    when    any,  the  the  model  of  that  of  Birmingham,  in 

slightest,  looseness  of  the  bowels  occurs  connexion  with  the  Association.    Three 

— of  avoiding  with  religious  scrupulous-  honorary  members  have  been  elected, 

nes,  an,  indulge-oe  at  Ubl^and,  as  jj- ,  '.^J  ^^AlS^aiefofS! 

far  as  circumstances  permit,  of  shunnwg  burgh, 
the  exhalations  of  stinking  drains.  Toe  next  anniversaiy  meeting  is  to  be 

held  at  Oxford,  under  the  auspices  of 

Dr.  Kidd ;  and  Dr.  Prichard,  ofBristoL 

ANNIVERSARY  OF  THE  PROVIN-  is  appointed  to  deliver  the  annual  retro- 

CIAL  ASSOCIATION.  spective  address. 

The  numerously  attended   meeting  at  .— .-^— — ....-^— ^_. 

Birmingham,  of  which,    through    the 

kindness  of  a  correspondent,  we  were  SURGICAL  REPORTS 

enabled  to  give  an  early  account  last  vhomthb 

week,  seems  to  have  gone  off  with  uni-        fovnmg    nrsPPi^QAnv 

versal  satisfaction  and  annlause.     Dr.        I-ONDON    DISPENSARY. 

Conolly's  retrospective  address,  we  un-  Br  R.  R.  Robinson,  Esq. 

derstand,  was  very  splendid;  and  the  „  .    v  .,    ...  .. 

reoort  of  Dr.  John  Johnstone,  the  Pre-  ''"^•^°  ^  ***''  m.titutJoB. 

siaent*s,  remarks,  has  pleased  us  much  

in  the  perusal.     That  gentleman  placed  Cask  h^Inflammatian  tf  th$  Fascia  if  thM 
in  a  very  strong  point  of  view  the  im-  Fore^arm  after  Venesection, 

portance  of  esUblishing  at  the  present  a  tocno  woman  of  strumous  habit  was 

penod  such  associatious  as  this :  "  A  co-  admitted  lOth  January.    She  had  been 

operation,"  as  he  called^  it,  *<  the  best  out  of  health  many  niontbs ;  a  surgeon 

calculated  that  can  be  devised  to  extend  had  made  attempts  to  bleed  her  in  the 

the  limits,  and  increase  the  usefulness,  median  cephalic  vein  of  the  left  arm,  but 

of  the  healing  art ;  for  it  is  only  by  from  its  aeep  situation,  and  the  mass  of 

associating  with  our  own  the  knowledge  ^**  covering  it,  it  was  not  opened ;  the  ori- 

of  others,  and,  as  it  were,  amalgamating,  ^^  ^w  rather  Iwge.    (Her  arm  festered 

concentrating,  piling  facte  together,  that  ^'^«°  ?^«  ^"  ^i«^  ^^'^^  /*^*"  «5«l  -P^ 

we  can  arrive  at  gr^t  resulte.   All  great  ?ound  was  not  uneasy  for  the  fimthree 


who  pretends  that  he  only  possesses  all  ing  which,  on  the  fifth  day  after  the  ope- 

the  learning  of  the  world.   A  physician  ration,  she  scoured  a  cold,  damp  passage, 

who  would,  by  his  own  experience  alone.  On  the  sixth  the  arm  was  more  swelled 

assume  that  he  should  become  consum-  and  painful,  and  rather  tense.    The  pain 

mate  in  his  art,  would  require  a  life  of  was  augmented  by  firm  pressure;  notaf- 

several  ages  to  do  so,  besides  the  pos-  ^ected   when   slightly  touched.     Integu. 

session    of  the  most    sublime   genius,  mente  of  the  fore-arm  and  lower  part  of 

Study,  indeed,  may  furnish  us,  in  a  very  »™  .^^t  but  quite  white.     The  wound 

short  time,  with  the  duwovery  of  ages ;  ^"f  ^disposed  to  h^,  had  a  strumous 

anhourisiuiHcienttoinform?^^  ftj}y^?TeTadtas'^^^^^^^ 

which  were  purchased  with  the  ewe  and  {jj  hts,  and  was  feverish.    Bowels  open; 

trouble  of  years;  but  solitude,  though  tongue  white;  pulse  96.    Twelve  leeches 

the  school  of  genius,  is  a  troubled  ocean ;  were  applied  partly  above,  partly  below, 

the  communication  of  knowledge  in  as-  the  wound,  where  the  tension  was  most 

sociatious  like  ours,  pours  all  the  rivu«  considerable.    A  light  bandage  with  Gou- 
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lard  wash  was  first  tried ;  but  this  increas.  relief  in  this  caae,  and  I  have  Men  It  do  mo 

ing  the  pain,  a  poultice  was  substituted,  in  many  others.    It  possesses  the  advan- 

The  leeches  bled  very  freely,  and  gave  tages  of  a  poultice— namely,  heat   and 

great  relief.  •  Dover's  powder  with  calo-  moisture,  without  its  weight,  and  at  the 

mel  were  taken  at  night,  and  saline  anti-  same  time  gives  sopport  to  weakened  ves- 

monials  every  four  hours,    A  little  pain  »els,  so  frequently  advantageons  in  the 

and  teujiion  remaining  over  the  biceps  treatment  of  inflammation, 

muscle,  eight  leeches  were  applied  two  ^        ...      -  -         ..      ^  .i^  w     .    ^,. 

days  sibs^nently,  with  an  eqially  good  <^a«  ^^—J^^'^'^  fj^  F^Mcmcfike 

eff&ct.     Sh2  was  tent  in  bed  ind  on  low  f^  ^f'^  AyJ.irM«m  ofutPi^re^Si^h- 

diet  three    days,     ^he    poultice  feeling  '"^  Ulcer^H^arrhagefrom  the  BoweU. 

heavy,  warm  water  and  lint  (with  oil  silk  James  .Walker,  set.  37,  admitted  Scp- 

externally)  were  substituted  with   great  tember  14th ;  a  sickly  man,  long  subject 

comfort.    Inftision  of  gentian,  witb  liquor  to  extensive    bleeding  from  the  bowels, 

potassas,  were  taken  instead  of  the  saline,  which  now  continues ;  much  fatigued  yea- 

— the  fever  having  been  removed,— under  terday  from  a  very  long  walk.    There  is 

which  she  slowly  regained  strength,  the  an  extensive  ulcer,  in  a  foatid  slonghy  state, 

pain  subsided,  and  at  the  end  of  three  on  the   right   leg;  left  leg  cnormondy 

weeks  fh>m  the  operation  the  wound  was  swollen,  heavy,  immobile,  and  tense.    The 

entirely  healed,  all  stiffness  was  gone^  and  integuments  about  the  calf  very  red,where 

she  had  the  perfect  use  of  her  arm.  there  is  a  decided  feeling  of  fluctuation,  as 

RBMARKS.-In  this  case  we  have  an  U.  ^l  from  matter  under  the  Jwda.    From 

lustmtion  of  inflammation  confined  to  the  t^«  extreme  tenseness  of  the  fhscm  here 

fascia,  attended  with  well-marked  symn-  "»^/^^-^"^^  f .  *"  ,f«^  ?^^^*^  ^ 

toms-viz.  a  sense  of  tightness,  heat,  swefi-  ^^f  «  ^  ^^^^^^^l  ^Vr^*>  ^^  ^j^' 

ing,  and  pain,  augmented  ujion  dJ^,  but  ™?J^  «°^  ^i»\  \^^  ^J^  ""^  2^ 

not  upon  slight  pressure ;  jlSudity  of  the  calf,  wiuch  afforded  relief;  but  no  matter 

integuments,  and  fever.  ^^P^^SS**  ?r*^.«^^-^i      ^-^ 

K  is  probable  that  in  the  operation  the  ^^-yere-r^oultiM  imperfectly  ai^ied ; 

fascia  wis  punctured;  but  as  the  patient  ««<*  ««»»f '  "J!! V"^ *^"w  '  **"]  ?^ 

was  free  from  pain  tibe  first  threS  days,  inflammation  about  the  ankle.    A  ban- 

there  is  reason  to  believe  that  she  would  dace  applied  from  the  toes  to  the  kne^. 

have  suffered  but  litUe  had  she  not  incau-  •n^J^cpt  constanUy  wet  with  Goulard 

Uously  exposed  herself  to  cold,  and  made  ^"^^^  5  ^^^  ^«^®^  ^^  ^^^^  debihty. 

improper  use  of  her  arm.  Magn.  Sulph.  Sss.;  Ant  Tart  gr.  i. 

The  circumstance  of  the  orifice  festering  ter  die. 

after  venesection,  on  a  former  occasion.  Sept  15th.— Slept  well ;  considerably 

clearly  shews  (what  I  think  is  generally  easier;  leg  much  less  swelled;  and  though 

manifest  where  ill   consequences  follow  last  night  it  smoaked  greatly  upon  appfy- 

that  operation)  that  the  constitution  was  ing  the  wash,  It  is  now  cod,  mm  heavy, 

much  in  fault ;  for  when  we  see  some  per.  and  the  bandage  which  was  last  night  ap- 

sons   shew   great   irritability    upon    the  plied  is  quite  loose ;  less  blood  disSiaiged 

slightest  scratch,  and  suffer  extensive  in-  ftom  the  bowels. 

flammation  from  the  most  trifling  wound,  16th. — Still  better ;  leg  very  much  less 

while  others  in  flir  more  serious  accidents  inflamed,  and  greatly  diminished  in  size ; 

exhibit  nothing  untoward,  and  speedily  can  move  it  about  with  facility.    Fever 

recover,  it  is  impossible  that  the  results  subsiding ;  other  leg  well, 

can  be  solely,  or  in  groat  measure,  attri.  Moderate    nourishment       Repetantnr 

bated  to  the  injury  inflicted.    It  is  never-  omnia                                     i^-^ 

theless  undoubtedly  true,  that  punctures  -.,  ^       1  -          ,.            ,.    , 

of  tendinous  structures  are  attended  with  ^^^^  Z 1,?^™™?^®^    entirely    gone ; 

greater   irritation   than   more   extensive  wound  heahng  fast;   ulcer  on  the  other 

wounds  of  them.  ^^  ^^^^  ?1^-    ^^  *h'«»  ,^«  l«ft  ^3? 

This  case  is  gmtifying,  from  its  yield-  fco^ered   ite   strength  wmplctcly ;    the 

ing  so  quickly  to  the  antiphlogistic  treat.  «»«nio'Thjige  decreased,  the  ulc^  of  the 

ment,  and  from  subsequent  stiffness  being  oppoa^e  leg  jjowly  healed  nj^and  the  re- 

prevented,  which  I  attribute  in  ^at  meiu  ^^^  ^"^  nltimately  complete, 

sure  to  the  arrest  of  inflammaUon  belfore  Rbmakks.-Iu  thiscase  the  consUtuUon 

the  depletion  of  c<«jfulable  lymph.    The  ^^s  clearly  in  fault,  as  was  evinced  by 

appUoation  of  lint  dipped  in  jann  water,  ^^e  h»mor^haffe  from  the  bowels,  and  id 

and  covered  with  oil  sQk  *,  afforded  great  appearance  of  the  ulcer  on  the  opposite 

leg.    Bv  this  is  illustrated  the  deceptive 

*  I  do  not  mention  this  m  ft  new  remedy,  for  feel  of  fluctuation  which  some  parts  give, 

Sfi J!??**  J*t?^."',** '*5'1.*'*?  ?"?"•»»«*»•>  *«>•  and  the  good  effecU  of  incision  in  cUmi- 

Bdlnburgb  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  dome  ^.  k:  .~  .^-.  :   ^    t         **  •-*^«*x'm  u.  «uiua 

time  Blncc,  though  I  had  utcd  it  before  I  pcraaed  '''s"*"^  tension,  ir  matter.dOtes  not  follow, 

that  paper.  Supporting    the  weakened  vessels   by  a 
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bftndftffe,  at  the  same  time  that  the  in.  Cask    JV.^Infiammaiion  and   Su/rpwatkn 

creased  action  was  kept  under  by  a  cold  anmnd  the  right  Shoulder  Jomt^attetided  with 

and  sedative  lotion,  was  attended  with  fmltation,  opened  epentaneoueltf. 

Teiy  marked  good  effects.  Anne  Cash,  set  42,  admitted  April  12th. 

_        __     _  ^                   ,  _           .      ^  HI  a  month,  with  pain,  redness,  and  swell- 

Case  m.^InJUmmatum  m^d  Suppuratum  of  ing  of  the  right  shoulder.    A  physician, 

the  Feecta  anmud  the  nght  Sheulder.Jeint,  without  seeing  her,  prescribed  a  blister  to 

ditcharging  tpontaneoiuly.  the  nape  of  tiie  neck,  which  was  instead 

Joseph  Flax,  sst  15,  a  baker's  boy,  stni-  applied  to  the  shoulder;   after  which  the 

mous   constitution,  subject  to  draughts,  P™  increased,  but  the  redness  disappear- 

admitted  Feb.  7th.    Has  had  neither  blow  «?.  ^^  »  circumscribed  tumor  formed  in 

©r  strain  to  his  knowledge ;  felt  an  un-  ^*   situation,   which   clearly  contained 

easiness  in  the  right  shoulder  a  week  ago,  ^natter,  and  points  towards  the  lower  part : 

and  has  since  been  unable  to  move  it  ^^^  ^*  ^  pulsation  propagated  to  it  ftom 

This  shoulder  is  much  hotter  than  the  ^®  subcla?ian  artery ;  the  pulse  of  the 

other,  but  not  red ;   it  is  also  much  mow  ^^  *rtery  on  this  side  is  in  no  respect 

round  and  full.    Upon  motion,  considera-  different  from  that  on  the  other;   weak 

ble  pain  is  produced ;   as  also  when  pres-  »»?  hectic ;   no  appetite ;  nighto  restless ; 

sure  is  made  upon  the  scapula  and  del-  ^^^  °^^  suffer  the  tumor  to  be  opened, 

toid,  when  the  head  of  the  humerus  is  CaL  gr.  i.;   Pulr.  Dor.  gr.  Tiij.  o.  n.; 

pushed  against  the  glenoid  carity,  and  Dec. Cinch,  c  Add;  SiHph.  DilutM. 

when  the  deltoid  is  grasped ;   slight  rigors  z.  ter  die. 

eccadonaUji  «>ine?eTer5  bowefs  regular.  j^^^i  j4th._Ab8ce8.  broke  yesteriay. 

Hirud.  Tiij.;   P.  P.  9i;  Mist  Cath.  and  dischaiged  a   full  nint   of  matter. 

Ant  ter  die  j  Lot  Plumbi.  'J^hen  remains  an  irregular  hole  at  the 

i:.  u  A.1.     T^v    t.1  j#>     1       J  ir   i  lower  part,  which  now  discharges  a  little 
Feb.9Ui.— Leechei  Wed  freely  and  afford-  healthy  pus  and  some  air  upon  pressure; 
edafewhours'rehef;tfaepain,boweTer,re.  the   surrounding  parts  are  consoUdatcd 
ourrcd  last  night  more  Aan  ever  (it  is  gene-  eonsideiably ;  rests  well ;  is  stronger, 
rally  worse  at  night) ;  shoulder-jomt  more  After  this,  nothing  untoward  happened : 
ful],and  tcnder^andimmobile;  integuments  she  gradually  regained  strength, the  orifice 
over  the  postenorpartofttearm.pit  tense:  dosed,  and  the  motions  ofthe  shoulder, 
there  is  here  a  disposition  to  form  an  ab-  joint  were  restored, 
scess;   glands  in  the  neck  and  axilla  en- 
larged and  tender;  fever  continues;  nights  Remarks.— This  case  affords  another 
restless;    pulse   r^^lar;    tongue  white,  illustration  of  the  successful  issue  of  spon- 
thickly  coated ;  several  motions.  taneous  opening ;  but  neither  of  these  did 

c.  ureia,  gr.  v.  o.  n.  ^^^  ^  somewhat  longer  time.    It  may  be 

1 1  th. — Arm  more  swollen,  and  very  hot ;  doubted  whether  the  fascia  was  affected  in 

the  least  motion  exquisitely  painful;  an  this  case  or  not;  it  is  certain  that  the  skin 

indistinct  fluctuation  in  the  supra-spinal  and  subjacent  cellular  tissue  were  impU. 

fossa ;  glands  in  the  arm-pit  still  tender;  cated.    I  am,  however,  inclined  to  think 

fever  continues.    Goes  to  his  friends  at  -the  collection  of  matter  was  under  the 

Hacknev  to-day.  fascia,  from  the  extreme  tensoiess  of  that 

March  9th. — I  was  this  day  informed  membrane,  and  the  pulsations  which  the 

that  an  abscess  took  place  upon  the  top  of  tumor  derived  from  the  axiliaiy  artery, 

the  shoulder,  burst  on  the  33d  ultimo,  and  by  which  the  case  was  somewhat  perplexed, 

dischaived  a  considerable  ouantity  of  mat-  Two   other  facts  are  observable  in    the 

ter;   afl  the  oonstitutionar  irritation  and  above,  viz.  the  inexpediency  of  prescribing 

Sun  subsided;   the  matter  continued  to  for  a  patient  without  seeing  the  case,  and 
scfaarge  in  smaller  and  smaller  quanti-  the  inutility  of  a  blister,  as  fkr  as  one  ex- 
ties  unm  the  2nd  instant,  when  it  stopped  ample  goes,  i^iplied  over  an  abscess, 
entirely.    He  has  in  a  great  measure  re- 

gained  the  power  of  moving  his  arm,  and  ^^^^  v.— £rie»iiitw  InJUmmiUiim  and  Suppu- 

18  fast  getting  well.  rolian  of  the  Fatda  after  PartwrUien,  cured 

by  Jncihion  ptnd  Bemdege. 

Rb  MARKS. — ^The  application  of  leeches  Anne  Fordham,  s»t.  19,  admitted  the 

and  cold  lotions  were  productive  of  less  1st   of  March  :    a    strumous   sulject  ; 

Rood  effect  in  this  instance  than  usual,  was  confined  of  her  first  child  six  weeks 

It  is  also  worthy  of  notice,  that  although  ago ;  since  which  she  has  experienced  pain 

the  abscess  was  allowed  to  burst  of  itself,  in  the  calf  of  the  right  leg,  which  has 

it  did  exceedingly  well^a  fact  contrary  to  lately    increased.    The    iut^uments  are 

general  experience.  quite  white  and  hard,  the  leg  is  very  much 
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.swollen,  and  there  is  a  distinct  flactnation    the  leg  ahoat  moch  better,  hot 
undenieath  the  fascia.    There  is  fever  of    straighten  it  entirelji  feTeridL 
the  hectic  character,  and  much  debility.  Repetantar  omnia. 

plied  with  goulard  lotion,  the  bowels  were  cll*"lririJ-*  JL^*u  ^^-^  r^S 

?ped  b/oastor-oil,  anA  d.e  took  8™.  enSS'yr^'^^TSi'^:  bT^S^ 

ThI or&« ierto^?"* *™" '""^^-  *»»  en?i«  «e of  the  limb.  «d iSTST 

March  aoth—fhe  TUmb  was  careiUly  "e^^n^y  discharged. 

j;^nl!!!;jlfr.'^™  iSr.^"?T'?r^."'  R««*»K».-By  this  we  le«n  tb.  iB. 
and  genendly  gave  exit  to  3«.  of  pus:    ^  ,  ,^J  j^  ^^  ™w». 

the  qoantitr,  howeTer,  diminished  by  de-  irrni'  irftTz^.-  _,  ^T^  *  '^ 
grcei  She'^s  stieilgth.  There  is  now  JSh^.w -~  i^^r^J  T""/'"' "*- 
Sodischaige!  The  woSnd  is  entirely  weU,  *°?S  ,^' !L^,  "P^'"^  ,''J!S'*.  •f,'°°5 
jnd^she'^  «o,e  the  leg.    Dlsissed!    ^^"J^TZ^^^^::^ 

pus  was  copioasly  effused.  As  fisr  as  mj 
REMAaK8.--This  is  an  illnstration  of  experience  goes,  (and  I  have  made  nnme. 
copious  effusion  of  matter  under  the  fiisda  '**"*  trials,)  I  have  found  leeches  oftcDcr 
after  parturition,  not  I  believe  a  very  com-  ^^  ^^  succeed  in  arresting  abscess,  when 
mon  occurrence,  and  is  a  good  example  of  '^'^ee  that  tendencv  has  manifested  itaair; 
the  effects  of  early  opening  and  subsequent  ^  ^''^  therefore,  lately  been  dispond  to 
bandaging.  apply  them  only  when  abscess  threatens  any 

important  structure;  under  which  dano- 

Cask  VL-Infammatum  and  .uppurcum  of  ^^'^  *  ^"^*»  undoubtedly  ineliide  the 

thefuda  of  the  thigh  from  a  Uaw,  cund  by 

tncisUm,  gouiard  /ocum,  andprtuure»  Casb  YlL-^ExUntue  mftammaiim  end  tm^ 

Edward  Cronl,  sst  14,  admitted  No-  puratwnof  ihefueiaof'ikt  i^/rom^rmt^ 

▼ember  16th,  fell  down  and  bmised  his  mdl^-^Knt$-jomt  permanmtiy  tiff, 

right  knee  fourteen  days  ago;  took  no  Joshua  Smith,  at  23,  admitted  Jana. 

notice  of  It,  nntil  Ucked,  a  short  time  aiy9th,  a  distressed  weaver,  nm  an  iitm 

back,  bv  a  boy  in  the  groin ;  immediately  nail  into  the  sole  of  the  left  foot  a  month 

after  which  he  experienced  pain  on  the  ago,  which  came  out  by  the  side  of  the 

inside  of  the  knee,  and  inabitity  to  move  tendo-achiUis ;  it  was  painftd;'  a  poultice 

the  thigh.    He  was  taken  to  an  hospital,  was  applied.   In  a  week  the  pain  subsided 

where  72  leeches  were  applied  at  different  in  the  foot,  and  extended  up  the  leg  and 

times ,  but  was  removed  from  there  on  the  knee  to  the  groin,  and  be  has  been  daily 

14th  instant      The  whole  of  the  right  getting  worse.    The  whole  leg  u  moiw 

thigh  and  leg  are  very  hot,  swollen,  red,  than  twice  the  size  of  the  other;  rather 

painful,  and  indurated.    There  is  a  dis-  hotter,  but  quite  pale,  except  on  either 

tinct  floctuaUon  over  the  inner  side  of  the  side  of  the  patella ;  the  integuments  haid  j 

knee;  fever ;  bowels  obstinately  confined,  the  limb  immoveable :  any  attempt  at  mo- 

An    incision    was   made    into    the  ham  tion  increases  his   suffering;    occasional 

through  the  fascia,   and  a  full  pint  of  chills  three  weeks  ago;  none  since;  a  dis- 

genuine  pus  removed,  which  had  bagged  tinct  fluctnaUon  on  the  outside  of  the 

chiefly  over  the  inner  condyle,  where  there  pateUa ;  no  appetite ;  nights  restless :  akin 

was  a  hoUow  on  its  removal.    Inguinal  dry;  countenance  pale  and  wan;  tonjnie 

glands  enlaiged  and  painful.  tremulous  and  weak ;  pulse  quick   and 

P.  P.  3L ;  Mist  Cath.  Ant  bis  die ;  Lot  ™**^®;  ^^'^^^  Tt\9Xfid ;  rreat  debility. 

Plumb;    bandage;    orifice    slightly  An  incision  was  made  mto  the  sweUing  on 

plugged.                                      **     '^  the  outside  of  the  knee,  and  a  pint  and  a 

ikr         L      •«*.!.      r^      *  %     ^%  half  of  pus,  streaked  with  blood,  removed. 

^.^TT^^%l^:'Zl^J^^'^^^  ^^'  with  considerable  relief.             '«^^™^~t 

halfapmt  of  pus  escaped  upon  removing  •        ,         «     .  .       ^       -    .        ... 

the  ping;  less  fever;  less  bagging  about  •^"»5°l™.  Bovim  ;   Cat  Pams.;    PU. 

the  inner  condyle,  but  pain  Uiere,  when  .9^1?-  ?*•  ^:^:  ^  Cinchon.  ter  die; 

pressed ;  bowels  well  opened.  "°*"'  P****^  *"  ™  straight  posiUon. 

Rep.  Mist  et  Lot  January  11th.— Leg  mndi  ndnoed  in 

,^    .      -          ,  Mxe;  very  much  easier;  has  slept  well; 

The  bandage  also  continued,  and  a  slight  copious  purulent  discharge.  Tongne  ckaa 

compress  over  the  cavity.  and  moist;  pulse  softer;  bowels  ]«•  n- 

18th. — Glands  in  the  groin  less  tender;  laxed;  countenance  less  anxious, 

inflammation  of  the  leg  anttc  gone;  limb  Febmaiy  27th.—  The   discharge   con- 

oMiMchmb'-    •              Hod;  c«>pious  pnni.  tinut»d  considerable,  but  is  mm  entireU 

lent  dibc*                            ound.  Can  move  stopped;  the  wound  made  by  the  scalped 
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healed.    Soon  after  last  report  the  leff  in.  ceptible  a  distinct  crepitus  upon  moving^ 

creased  in  size,  and  became  excessively  the  left  wrist    He  never  had  any  ri^an ; 

painful,  so  that  he  could  not  move  it  with-  his  general  health  was  greatly  impaired; 

out  excruciating  agony,  and  continued  so  he  had  no  appetite;  his  nights  were  rest' 

until  the  last  few  days.      Latterly   the  less,  and  he  suffered  from  hectic  sweats, 

awelling  has  again  subsided,  and  he  can  Among  various  remedies  employed,  were 

move    his    toes.     A  small  ulcer,   which  iodine,  quinine,   sarsaparilla,  and    soda, 

formed  on  the  heel  where  the  nail  ran  in,  is  He  grew  weaker,  notwithstanding.    The 

now  also  healed.    His  general  health  is  right  knee  became  affected;  a  similar  tu. 

considerably  improved.  mor  to  that  above  described  formed  over 

March  5th. — Swelling  and  pain  of  leg  the  articulation  of  the  index  finger  of  the 

quite  gone;    knee  stiff.    He  is  able  to  right  hand,   with  the  metacarpal  bone, 

sit  up.  He  latterly  experienced  severe  pain  in  se- 

19th. — Is  able   to   walk   about   with  veral  joints,  so  that  he  could  not  bear  to 

emtches.     From  extreme    poverty  he  is  be  moved.    The  integuments  of  the  back 

eompelled  to  go  into  the  Workhouse.  sloughed,  from  pressure,  to  a  considerable 

I  have  since  met  him  about  frequently,  degree;  he  became  more  and  more  ema- 

His  health  is  completely  established,  and  ciated  and  feeble,  and  died  on  the  10th  of 

be  walks  well;  the  knee  remains,  however,  May,  1833. 

perfectly  stiff.  Disteetion. — Lunffs  firmljr  adherent  to  the  • 

chest,  by  long  ola  adhesions;  one  or  two 

Rbmarks. — This  case  shews  the  result  small  grey  tubercles  in  the  upper  part  of 
of  allowing  coagulable  lymph  to  become  the  right  lunir ;  no  vomicae ;  two  or  thre^ 
extensively  effused,  so  as  to  glue  the  dif-  similar  tubeicles  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
ferent  textures  together,  and  matter  to  col-  left  lung,  which  was  more  easily  laoerable 
lect  This  man  had  been  attended  by  than  the  other;  heart  healthy;  cartilages 
another  surgeon  before  I  saw  him,  who  of  the  ribs  ossified :  upon  the  outer  part  of 
told  him  his  case  was  rheumatism,  and  the  sixth  and  sevenUi  ribs  on  the  right 
that  he  wmld  do  very  toelL  The  consequence  side,  not  far  from  the  cartilage,  was  an 
has  been  a  permanent  stiffness  of  the  knee-  abscess  containing  deep  yellow  thick  pu^. 
joint,  which,  I  think,  might  have  been  Abdominal  viscera  healthy;  a  pouch 
prevented,  had  more  prompt  means  been  formed  in  the  commencement  of  the  trans- 
adopted  in  the  first  instance.  verse  colon,  by  the  contraction  of  the  mus- 
cular coat  upon  some  hardened  scybala ; 
Case    VIII.  —  Sercfuhus   Inflammatum   of  •trncture  natural. 

teoeral  JoinU.  with  SuppurJwn--TubereU»  ,  J^«  ^^^^^!J^!^J'^9^''  lower  articu- 

tVi  the  Lungt^Death.  ^^L*"?*  °f J*"*"  ^*!l'??'"?  "^^  °i?»  ?^- 

^  stroyed,  together  with  the  inter-articnlar 

Henry  White,  mt  52,  a,  looking  glass  cartilage,  and  part  of  the  synovial  mem. 
silverer,  but  unable  to  work  for  some  time  brane:  what  remained  was  pretematurally 
past ;  with  the  exception  of  a  constant  vascular,  and  contained  matter  which  com* 
cou&fh  which  he  has  had  from  birth,  municated  with  the  tumor  before-men- 
healthy  until  two  years  ago,  when  he  com.  tioned,  which  was  found  to  be  an  abscess, 
plained  of  paiir  in  his  limbs  and  difficulty  The  scaphoides  lunare  and  cuneiform  bones 
in  walking,  which  increased.  He  went  into  were  bare,  and  deprived  of  their  catilage. 
a  hospital,  where,  at  first,  he  got  better;  The  tumor  in  the  centre  of  the  arm  was 
but  his  complaint  being  considered  chronic  found  also  to  be  an  abscess  communicat- 
rheumatism,  he  was  saUvated  and  put  into  ing  with  the  shoulder-joint,  the  synovial 
a  cold  bath ;  after  which  he  was  decidedly  membrane  of  which  was  gone,  as  also  the 
worse,  and  left  the  hospital.  He  then  ap-  cartilage  covering  the  head  of  the  humerus 
plied  to  the  London  Dispensary,  and  was  and  lining  the  glenoid  cavity, 
admitted  under  Dr.  A.  Frampton,  with  The  tumor  over  the  trochanter  major  of 
whom  I  saw  him.  He  was  greatly  re-  the  right  thigh  was  composed  entirely  of 
duced,  confined  to  his  bed,  ana  unable  to  pus,  which  communicated  with  the  nip- 
lie  otherwise  than  on  his  back.  The  late-  joint.  The  synovial  membrane  here  also 
ral  and  capsular  ligaments  of  the  left  was  gone,  together  with  the  cartilage  and 
wrist-joint  were  destroyed,  and  the  carpus  ligamentum  teres.  The  head  of  the  bone 
dislocated  forward ;  immediately  above  was  greatly  diminished,  and  so  soft  as  to 
the  joint  was  a  cireumscribed  and  dis-  be  cut  with  a  knife.  The  acetabulum  was 
tinctly  fluctuating  tumor;  the  skin  cover-  also  denuded  of  its  cartilage,  but  not  per- 
ing  it  white  and  healthy.  There  was  also  forated.  A  chocolate-coloured  sero-puru- 
another  tumor,  of  similar  appearance,  but  lent  fluid  issued  freely  from  the  joint  when 
larger,  in  the  centre  of  the  biceps  of  this  cut  into.  The  toe  on  this  side  was  turned 
arm,  and  a  third  very  large  one  over  the  inwards,  and  the  limb  was  somewhat 
right  trochanter  major.    There  was  per-  shortened,  though  the  shortening  appeared 
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greater  than  it  really  was,  owing  to  the  were  werj  large,  espedallv  in  the  ilhlBC- 
obliquity  of  the  pelvii.  diate  neighboarhood  of  the  plaoenta,  to. 
A  €ODsideniblo  quantity  of  chocolate-*  wards  which  they  appeared  to  run,  almost 
coloured  sero-pumlent  fluid  issued  from  like  rodai,  from  the  circamferenoe  to  the 
the  right  knee-joint  when  cut  into.  The  centre  of  a  circle ;  thev  all  passed  longiUi. 
anterior  crucial  ligament,  the  synovial  dinally,  and  appeared  to  run  for  a  lon^ 
membrane  and  cartilage,  destroyed;  the  distance  closely  under  the  lining  membrane 
condyles  of  the  femur  and  the  head  of  the  of  the  uterus,  before  presenting  their  semi- 
tibia  denuded,  and  pretematurallv  yascu-  circular  or  o?al  openings,  whidi  were  wery 
lar.  From  the  tumor  over  the  right  index  distinct;  and  though  great  caution  was 
finger  a  similar  pas  escaped  upon  incision,  used  in  tracing  them,  none  could  be  found 
and  disease,  similar  to  that  already  de-  to  enter  the  placenta,  nor  to  pierce  the  ta- 
scribed,  also  existed  here.  nlca  decidua  uteri,  which  was  beauttfully 

seen  passing  behind  the  placenta.    Tea. 

RBMABKS.-^This  case  possesses  interest,  vHa^  apparently  arteries  as  well  as  ▼eina, 

ttom  its  having  been  treated  as  rheuma-  of  some  size  (three  or  four  as  large  aa 

tism  by  a  distinguished  physician— from  crow-quills),  were  distinctly  seen  passing 

the  number  of  joints  affected  by  strumous  from  the  uterus  into  the  placenta,   di- 

inflammation,  which  so fliciently  pointed  rectly  from  without  inwards,  and  vieewrMS, 

out  a  constitutional,  rather  than  a  local,  <uid  crossing  the  uterine  sinuses  almost  at 

origin — from  the  injurious  effects  of  mer^  right  angles.    The  placenta  separated  rery 

cunr  carried  to  ptyausQ,  and  the  inefficacy  easihr  from  the  uterus,  the  vessels  above 

of  iodine  and  a  variety  of  other  remedies,  alluded  to  offering  but  little  resistance^ 

• the  uterine  veins  offering  none. 

The  mouths  of  these  uterine  veins  were 

CONNEXION   OF   THE    UTERUS  filled  with  a  sort  of  dupUcature  or  plug 

WITH  THE  PLACENTA.  ®^  ^®  deciduous  membrane,  which  waa 

every  where  soft,  and  in  many  places  quite 

To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette.  „^  full-«t>wn  wid  weU.formed  male  fcetna 

^  was  found  in  the  uterus.    There  was  no 

Sis,  dilatation  of  the  os  tincae.                                      ^ 

CoKafSBanro  that  the  following  account  ^^"^  obedient  acnrant,                           ' 

of  the  appearances  observed  in  the  dissec  ^'  Millaud. 

tion  of  a  gravid  uterus  may  prove  interest-  ^'"j'^i^Sa*  ,^*'*'^*» 

ing,  as  it  corroborates  some  of  the  import-  ^^    ' 

ant  facts  which  have  been  brought  before     — — — ^^__......^ 

the  public  by  Dr.  R.  Lee,  on  the  oonnexion 

of  Uie  plaoenU  with  the  uterus,  I  beg  to  REPORTS    OF    CASES, 

forward  it  for  insertion  in  the  Memcal  «    ,  ,,           „^ 

Gazette.  -B^  ^-  Young,  M.D. 

«_  rn             loo    '^     j.'L.         J  1.     .  Of  Chester,  Delaware  County,  PennsylTaDla. 

Mrs.  T ,aj^  38,  of  rather  a  delicate  

and  weak  constitution,  the  mother  of  two  ^^        /.  r       * 

or  three  children,  in  the  last  stage    of  Effect*  tf  Lightning. 

pregnancy,  and  expecting  herconfihement  On  the  evening  of  June  14th,  1832.  the 

eveiy  day,  was  attecked  with  cholera  on  house  of  Mr.  C.  Levis  was  stricken  with 

the2lstof  Julv,  1834,  which  proved  fatal  lightning.      One  of  his  daughters,  aired 

in   eighteen    hours,   although  the   most  thirteen,  was  sitting  on  a  chair  in  the 

prompt  and  judicious  measures  were  em.  door-way  between  two  adjoining  rooms, 

ployed  bv  Mr.  Murchison,  a  student  at  down  the  post  or  frame  of  which  a  per- 

the  school  of  Webb-street,  to  whose  kind-  tion  of  the  electric  fluid  passed  from  an 

ness  I  am  indebted  for  the  opportunity  upper  room ;    the  child  and  chair  were 

of  making    the   pottmortem  examination,  thrown  several  feet,  and  she  fell,  and  le- 

which  was  done  fourteen  hours  after  death,  mained  senseless  until  I  saw  her,  which 

by  Mr.  Murchison,  Mr.  Tyson,  and  myself,  was  in  about  an  hour  after  the  occurrence. 

As  the  friends  would  allow  only  a  par-  When  I  arrived,  a  number  of  neighboura 

tial  disseoUon,  we  particularly  examined  had  coUected,  and  in  the  conftision  of  the 

the  uterus;  and  on  cutting  through  the  moment,  they  were  all  calling  on  me  to 

abdominal  parietes  (which  were  extremely  hurry  and  bleed  her.    I  had  never  seen  a 

thin)  the  peritoneal  covwing  of  the  uterus  case  of  the  kind  before,  and  had  not  ac- 

appeared  more  vascular  than  usual;  the  quired,  by  reading  or  otherwise,  any  fixed 

muscular  coat  was   rather  thinner  than  ideas   concerning  the  treatment  of  such 

natural,  and  not  so  firm  as  it  is  generally  cases ;  and  from  the  bustle  attendant  <m 

found  to  be.    The  uterine  veins  or  sinuses  this  case,  it  afforded  but  slight  opportu- 
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nitT  for  cool  reflection  and  determination;  o'clock.  Finding  the  pulse  again  too  ac. 
acting,  however,  on  the  surgical  maxim,  tive,  and  the  patient  still  complayiing  of 
fatina  UnU,  while  they  were  procuring  some  headache,  I  again  bled  her  twelve 
bandage,  &c.  for  bleeding,  a  serious  doubt  ounces ;  ordered  a  dose  of  Epsom  salts  to 
arose  on  the  propriety  of  bleeding,  under  he  given  in  three  or  four  hours,  with  some 
the  circumstances  attending  it.  The  pa-  other  directions  concerning  diet,  stillness, 
tient  appeared  to  me  to  be  in  a  situation  &c.  and  left  her,  with  a  request  to  be  sent 
entirely  similar  to  many  cases  of  ttvere  for  if  it  was  thought  necessary.  I  heard 
eoneutdcu  firom  blows,  falls,  &c.  that  I  had  no  more  from  her  for  a  week,  when  she 
witnessed.  She  was  entirely  insensible  to  had  almost  entirely  recovered  from  all  the 
every  external  impression,  with  deep,  slow,  effects  of  the  injury, 
interrupted  respiration ;  the  relaxation  of  Fortunately,  accidents  of  this  kind  are 
the  muscular  system  was  complete;  the  not  frequent ;  but  still  Uiey  are  sufficiently 
pnlse,  as  to  fulness,  was  nearly  natural-*  >o  to  render  fixed  principles  in  their  treat- 
it  was  soft,  very  easily  compressible,  and  ment  desirable.  If  any  thing  of  the  kind 
very  slow,  being  only  about  60,  as  near  as  exists,  I,  and  perhaps  many  6thers,  are 
could  be  ascertained  by  a  second  watch ;  i^orant  of  where  to  find  them ;  in  fact, 
the  pupil  was  sensible,  though  fblly  di-  I  do  not  recollect  reading  any  thing  con- 
latea.  I  believed  to  bleed  under  such  cir-  ceming  it  in  any  medical  work,  alwough 
cumstances,  before  reaction  took  place,  elaborate  essays  may  exist.  Situated  in 
would  effectually  prevent  it,  and  instantly  the  country,  and  engaged  in  the  laborious 
resolved  to  treat  it  as  a  case  of  concussion  occupation  of  a  countnr  practice,  we  have 
from  any  other  cause,  with  the  exception  not  ue  facilities  for  vererence  of  city  prac- 
ofdaihiitg  cold  water  on  the  head  with  my  titioners.  If,  however,  we  are  justioable 
hand;  a  practice  I  had  somewhere  seen,  or  in  drawing  conclusive  inferences  from  our 
heard  recommmended,  but  have  forgotten  case,  I  believe  the  correct  principle  to  act 
the  authority ;  and  I  only  resorted  to  it  on  is  to  wait  for  reaction  before  venturing 
for  the  sake  of  doing  somgtkmg  to  satisfy  to  bleed,  and  to  promote  the  taking  place 
the  bystanders  and  parents,  without  ex-  of  this  by  cold  water  dashed  on  the  head, 
necting  much  good  to  result.  In  this,  Query?  Might  not  this  cold  dashing  be 
iMwever,  I  was  most  satisfoctorily  disap.  serviceable  in  cases  of  severe  concussion 
pointed.  In  less  than  half  a  minute,  the  Arom  falls,  blows,  &c.,  when  the  patient 
patient  began  to  toss  about  and  moan,  for  lies  for  hours,  and  even  days,  before  re. 
the  first  time  since  the  accident.  By  a  con-  action  comes  on  ?  I  have  not  had  an  op. 
tinnance  of  the  dashing  for  about  &re  portunity  of  trying  it,  since  I  witnessed  its 
minutes,  she  appeared  so  much  aroused,  effect  in  the  above  case,  but  I  think  it 
as  was  evinced  by  crying,  endeavouring  to  worth  a  triaL 
talk,  though  wiUiont  Ming  able,  tossing,  ^  .  .  . ,  , 
and  shrinking  from  the  cold,  that  we  dis-  Powmng  unth  Laudavum. 
continued  its .  use,  had  her  wet  clothes  Oct  8, 1827, 1  was  called  to  Miss  — *-  at 
taken  off,  and  had  her  put  to  bed  and  5  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Found  her  coma- 
covered  up  warm.  After  this,  she  was  al.  tose,  with  deep,  slow,  stertorous,  puffiing 
temately  still,  and  inclined  to  doze  and  respiration.  Could  learn  nothing  about 
sleep  for  a  minute  or  two  at  a  time;  then  her,  only  that  she  went  to  bed  as  well  as 
to  roll  from  side  to  side,  moan,  and  usual  the  evening  previous.  It  was  im- 
aeemed  in  great  distress ;  the  surface  was  possible!  to  arouse  her  by  any  means.  Mas- 
cold,  but  the  pulse  harder,  more  IVequent,  cular  relaxation  complete.  What  should 
and  quick ;  the  pupils  were  contracted,  have  occasioned  such  a  state  of  things  in 
and  every  thing  indicated  a  change,  ap.  a  hale  jpung  girl,  was  a  mysteiy  at  the 
proacbing  to  reaction,  to  have  taken  place,  time.  There  was  evidently  a  violent  de- 
I  remained  with  her  till  2  o'clock,  A.ir.  termini^tion  to  the  brain,  and  I  bled  her ; 
when  it  was  established ;  she  could  talk  but  I  had  not  abstracted  more  than  six 
and  explain  her  sensations.  She  com-  ounces  before  the  pulse  gave  way  so  much 
plained  of  very  severe  pain  in  the  head,  a*  to  render  it  necessary  to  stop  the  flow, 
and  I  now  apprehended  danger  from  the  AH  that  could  be  done  was  to  use  sina- 
opposite  quarter,  to  anticipate  which,  I  pisms  and  fUetions,  as  she  could  ndt  swal- 
Ued  her  to  twenty  ounces  by  estimate,  low :  cold  cloths  were  kept  constantly  on 
keeping  my  finger  on  the  pulse,  and  not  the  head.  These  were  lluthfullv  appUed; 
stopping  till  there  was  a  perceptible  and  in  twenty  minutes,  the  pulse  navina 
change  it  it  Her  head  was  bathed  wiUi  fiUed  up,  I  again  opened  the  orifice^  and 
cool  rinegar,  and  as  her  feet  were  yet  cold,  drew  about  ten  ounces  more  blood,  when 
they  were  enveloped  in  wetted  hone-radish  the  pulse  again  ikiled,  and  I  bound  up  the 
leaves.  In  half  an  hour  the  sunk  into  a  arm.  I  left  at  six  o'clock,  after  reoom- 
oomposed,  comfortable  sleep,  from  which  mending  a  oontinQaace  of  the  sinapisms, 
she  did   not  rouse  till  half-past  seven  frictions,  and  cold  to  the  head.    I  saw  her 
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Xin  at  eight  o'clock.  But  very  slight 
ration  had  taken  place,  except  now  she 
moaned  frequently,  and  thus  evinced  some 
more  sig^  of  returning  animation.  The 
pulse  was  a^ain  full,  though  soft  and 
yielding ;  I  bled  again ;  the  pulse  held  out 
till  about  a  pound  was  extracted,  when  it 
again  failed.  I  again  left,  with  an  inj  unc- 
tion to  persevere  in  the  former  external  ap- 
plications. I  did  not  see  her  till  five  in 
the  afternoon.  On  my  entering  the  room 
she  addressed  me—"  Ah,  doctor!  I  never 
intended  to  have  seen  this  time."  I  found 
her  in  stronf?  labour,  and  in  less  than  half 
an  hour  I  delivered  her  of  a  fine  boy.  The 
history  of  the  case  was,  that  she  had  be- 
come pregnant,  though  she  had  so  artfully 
managed  to  conceal  it,  that  not  a  person 
about  the  house  suspected  it;  in  fact,  her 
character  was  entirely  beyond  suspicion. 
She  now  informed  us  that  she  had  taken 
an  ounce  of  laudanum  in  a  tea-cupful  of 
whiskey,  with  the  determination  of  de- 
stroying herself; — ^but  she  was  thwarted 
in  her  designs,  married  the  father  of  her 
infant,  and  makes  a  valuable  wife.  In 
this  case,  had  I  known  that.laudanumhad 
been  taken,  I  should  have  proceeded  dif- 
ferently  in  the  treatment,  but  certainly  not 
more  effectually.  The  whole  ounce  of 
laudanum  (I  was  shewn  the  ounce  vial,  and 
she  assured  us  it  was  full)  remained  in  the 
stomach,  producing  its  usual  effects  on  the 
brain  and  nerves ;  and  I  account  for  the 
success  attending  the  treatment,  bv  sup- 
posing the  repeated  bleedings  and  cold  ap- 
plications to  have  kept  down  the  deter- 
mination to  the  brain,  so  far  as  to  prevent 
any  serious  injuiy  there,  while  the  con- 
stant frictions  with  whiskey  and  Cayenne, 
together  with  the  sinapisms,  aided  in  keep- 
ing up  the  circulation  in  the  extremities 
and  surface,  and  thus  enabled  nature  to 
triumph  over  the  effects  of  the  liquid  poi- 
son. By  care,  and  the  usnal  means  that 
would  suggest  themselves  to  any  one  ac- 
customed to  treating  disease,  she  was  com- 
pletely relieved  from  every 'effect  of  it  in 
five  days.— 4m«-.  Jour,  Med,  Scieneet, 
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Clinical  Lectures  in  the  Manchester  Royal 
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A  Treatise  on  Primary  Geology ;  being  an 
Examination,  both  Practic^  and  Theo- 
retical, of  the  Older  Formations.  By 
Henry  S.  Boase,  M.D.,  Secretary  of 
the  Royal  Geological  Society  of  Corn- 
wall, &o. 

■  ■ 

WEEKiV  ACCOUNT  of  BURIALS. 
Prom  Bills  or  Mortalitt,  July  29, 1834. 


Abscess        .       •  8 

Age  and  Debility  .  40 

Apopl^ity      •       .  4 

Asthma         •       .  8 

Cancer          .        .  2 

Childbirth     .        .  4 

Cholera         .       •  36 

Cqnsttioplloo        .  91 
Constipation  of  the 

Bowels      •       •  4 

Convalsions         .  84 

Croup   ...  6 
Dentition  or  Teething  8 

Dianrhcea      .        .  1 

Dropsy          .        .  16 

Dropsy  on  the  Brain  12 

Dropsy  on  the  Chest  1 

Erysipelas    .        .  2 

Fever     ...  10 

Fever,  Scarlet      •  11 

Fever,  Typhus     •  2 

Gout     ...  8 

Hsemorrhage        .  I 


Heart,  diseased   .        1 

Hooplng-Cough    .        9 

Inflammation       •     48 

Bowels  8c  Stomach  18 


Brain 

Langs  and  Pleara 
Insanity  •  • 
Jaundice  • 
Liver,  diseased  • 
Measles  •  • 
Mortification  • 
Paralysis  •  • 
Rheumatism  • 
Scrofula  .  • 
Small-Pox  .  • 
Sore   Throat    and 

Quinsey    •       • 
Spasms         •        • 
Stricture       •    r  • 
Thrush 
Unknown  Causes 


Increase  of  Burials,  as 
the  preceding  week 


Stillborn      . 
compared  with  > 
•       •       •  I 


4 

a 

3 
4 
7 
7 
7 
4 
I 
1 
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I 
2 
I 

8 
4 

20 


11 
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BAROtfmn. 

from  58  to  79 

2996       Sut. 

54 

79 

39*96  to  39-98 

68 

79 

2986       29  81 

80 

67 

29-76       2979 

68 

79 

2991       29-93 

62 

80 

29-96       29-93 

88 

76 

29-83      39*81 

POISONING  WITH  SALMON. 

Two  persons,  ft  man  and  a  woman,  at 
Maidstone,  in  Kent,  have  lost  their  llFes 
by  eating  pntrid  pickled  salmon.  On 
examining  their  bodies  professionally,  the 
morbid  appearances  produced  by  an  ant- 
mal  poison  were  dearly  detected  in  the 
stomach  and  intestines.  A  coroner's  in- 
quest  has  bc^n  held  in  the  case,  and  a  ver^ 
diet  of  Mamiavghter  returned.  The  vender 
of  the  deleterious  article  has  accordingly 
been  committed  to  jail  on  the  coroner's 
warrant. 


METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL. 

Kept  at  Edmontom,  T^titude  Sl^*  37'  3S"  N. 
Longitude  O®  3'  51"  W.  of  Greenwich, 
Julpt  1834. 

Thursday .  24 
Friday  .  .26 
Saturday  .  26 
Sunday  .  .  27 
Monday .  .  28 
Tuesday .  .  29 
WednesdaySO 

Wind  K.E.  and  8.W.,  the  former  prevmllinir. 

Generally  clear  till  the  night  of  the  26th,  when 
about  *2  of  an  inch  of  rain  fell.  The  27th  and 
36th  generally  cloudy;  on  the  erentng  of  the 
Istter  day  much  llghtolng  from  the  S.  and  S.W. 
from  9  till  near  midnight,  when  a  violent  storm 
of  thunder,  lightnioff,  and  hail,  commenced,  and 
continued  without  intermission  till  near  1,  when 
the  lightning  only  remained  to  flash  till  day-break 
of  the  29th  :  dorfaig  tha  storm  '66  of  an  Inch  of 
lain  fell  j  many  small  meteors  also  fell  from  the 
senlth  in  various  directions  from  1  to  3.  The 
lightning  Is  described  by  several  persone  who 
were  exposed  to  it  as  being  of  a  very  pecnllmr 
character,  Ulaminiug  the  air  much  more  atroogly 
than  usual,  and  remarkably  blue.  The  29th  and 
80th  generally  cloudy,  with  much  rain  on  the 
morning  of  the  latter  day. 

Bain  fallen,  1  Inch  and  '626  of  an  inch. 

Charles  Henry  Aoams. 


W.  Wilson,  Printer,  67,  Skluner- Street,  London. 


THE 

LONDON  MEDICAL  GAZETTE, 

BBINO   A 

WEEKLY  JOURNAL 

OF 

MtJiitim  ntiH  tf)t  Collateral  ^titnttd. 


SATURDAY,  AUGUST  9,  1834. 


LECTURES  And  the  exhibition  of  digitalis  or  other 

depressing  agents,  in  such  a  case  inadmis- 
sible ;  penectly  so  indeed,  unless  the  wo- 

THEORY  AND   PRACTICE    OF  man  be    plethoric,— unless    the   arterial 

MIDWIFERY*  system  be  acting  with  undue  energy,  or 

'  unless  ferer  be    present,   or   indications 

Delivered  at  the  London  Hotpitalf  of  local  determination  to  some  particular 

By  Francis  H.  Ramsbotham,  M.D.  ^^i  ^haU  we  find  it  generally  necessary 

to  make  a  yaginal  examination,  unless  in- 

YT  TV  ^^  pains  of  parturition  have  already 

Lecture  XLIV.  shown  themselves ;  for  if  the  term  of  preg- 

COMPLEX  LABOURS.  nancy  be  distant  five  or  six  weeks,— the  os 

uteri  beingclosely  shut, — by  such  an  inquiry 

njEMOREHAOE'^PLACBNTAL  PRE8EN-  ^^  should  gain  no  information,  ana  we 
TATiON.  might  disturb  the  coagula  formed  at  the 
Since,  when  the  placenta  is  situated  over  patulous  vascular  orifices;  and  thus  we 
the  mouth  of  the  womb,  attacks  of  haemor-  should  run  the  risk  of  causing  a  renewal 
rfaage  generally  recur  at  uncertain  intervals  of  the  bleeding.  However  desirable,  then, 
during  the  last  few  weeks  of  pregnancy,  it  might:  be  positively  to  ascertain  whether 
so  it  is  more  than  probable  that  our  at-  the  placenta  were  situated  over  the  os  uteri 
ten^uice  may  be  desired  on  two  or  three  or  not, — since  this  knowledge  is  so  difficult 
occasions  previously  to  the  accession  of  to  acquire,  and  since  the  attempt  would 
labour;  the  patient  being  suddenly  seized  most  likely  produce  an  increase  of  the 
with  a  gush  of  blood,  while  in  bed  per-  danger, — it  is  better  that  we  should  remain 
haps,  or  otherwise  quiet.  She  will  very  satisfied  with  suspicion  than  that  we  should 
possibly  suppose  at  first  that  the  mem-  disturb  the  temporary  safeguard  nature 
branes  nave  broken,  and  expect  labour  to  has  established;  especially  as  no  means  can 
follow  rapidly;  but,  on  examining  her  be  used  except  ofapalliative  nature,  so  long 
linen,  she  becomes  immediately  sensible  as  the  os  uteri  continues  perfectly  closed, 
that  the  discharge  is  blood,  and  in  a  But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  flooding  be 
greater  or  less  alarm,  summons  us  to  her  still  going  on, — if  the  patient  have  arrived 
assistance.  On  our  arrival,  we  probably  at  the  end  of  gestation,  or  near  it,  and  par- 
find  that  the  flow  has  ceased,  and  that  she  ticularly  if  the  uterus  be  contracting  at  in- 
is  more  composed,  though  still  perhaps-  tervals-,  however  weak  the  pains  ma^  be,— 
a  little  faint.  we  should  insist  on  making  an  examination 
TVeatment, — Oar  first  endeayour,  under  per  vaffinam,  and  act  according  to  the 
such  circumstances,  should  be  to  calm  the  principles  immediately  to  be  laid  down, 
mental  agitation;  and  the  next,  to  prevent  We  shall  now  presume,  then,  that  labour 
a  return  of  the  bleeding.  Shonld  the  dis-  lias  not  commenced,  Uiat  the  term  of  ges- 
charge  not  have  been  very  profuse,  we  may  tation  is  not  fulfilled,  and  that  the  dis- 
with  truth  and  propriety  assure  the  patient  charge  has  entirely  or  nearly  subsided  on 
that  there  is  no  present  danger,  and  tnat  the  qui  arrival. 

preyention  of  a  recurrence  will  mucl)  de-  Absolute  and  uninterrupted  quietude  in 

pend  on  her  own  conduct ;  and  we  must  the  horizontal  posture,  and  on  a  hard  bed, 

proceed  to  lay  down,  in  the  strictest  man-  must  be  forcibly  eqjoined,  and  an  anti-hse- 

ner,  rules  for  her  future  guidance.    As  a  morrhagic  regimen  prescribed ;  she  must 

general  principle,  we  shall  find  bleeding,  breathe  a  cold  atmosphere;  be  but  lightly 

349.— XIV.  2  U 
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coTered;  her  diet  must  principally  consist  equally  evident   thftt   if    we    wait  nn-- 
of  nutritious  fluids— cold  and  acid  drinks  til  the  os  uteri  is  widely  open,  the  pro- 
may  be  given  almost  ad  lUntum,  and  ices  bability  is,  that  the  patient  wiU  be  so  ex- 
may  be  allowed,  unless  they  produce  pun  haosted  as  to  leave  little  chance  of  her 
or  shivering :  every  thing  stimulating,  Doth  survival,  even  under  the  most  skilful  ma- 
alcohoUc  or  of  any  other  nature,  must  nagement.    The  two  extremes,  therefore, 
be  strongly  forbidden.   The  mineral  acids,  of  forcing  the  hand  through  the  mouth  of 
under  such  a  case,  may  be  usefUllv  em-  the  womb,  while  it  will  not  admit  of  arti- 
ployed ;  some  gentle  aperient  will  be  re-  ficial  dilatation  without  sustaining  iiguiy, 
quired,   and    the  acidulated  infusion  of  and  of  delaying  our  means  until  the  system 
roses,  with  small  doses  of  sulphate    of  is  depressed  bqrond  the  hope  of  recovery, 
magnesia,  is  perhaps  the  pleasantest,  and,  are  Mth  e^^ually  to  be  deprecated  in  prac- 
at  the  same  time,  as  efficacious  a  medicine,  tice ;  and  it  becomes  a  very  nice  point  to 
as  any  that  can  be  exhibited.    We  must  determine  the  exact  time  when  our  ania- 
avoid  a  constipated  state  of  bowels ;  be-  tanoe  will  be  most  serviceable, 
cause  the  straining  necessary  for  the  pas-  We  may  lay  it  dovm  as  a  maxim,  that 
sage  of  hardened  faeces  may  dislodge  the  as  soon  as  the  os  uteri  is  dilated  to  the 
coegula  collected  over  the  exposed  vessels,  diameter  of  half  a  crown,  the  hand  may  be 
and  produce  a  return  of  the  flooding.    We  introduced  without  iniury,  provided  the 
must  equally,  also,  avoid  violent  puxging,  term  of  gestation  be  fuUy,  or  nearly  corn- 
iest the  frequent  evacuation  of  the  rectum  pleted ;  and  that  it  would  be  unwise  to 
should  occasion  a  like  disaster.    A  cold  wait  for  its  further  development,  because 
enema  mav  be  administered  daily,  which  we  may  expect  that  with  the  increase  of 
will  probaoly  act  beneficially  in  two  wavs,  eveiy  line's  diameter,  there  wUl  be  an  in- 
— both  by  clearing  the  rectum,and  restrain-  crease  of  the  bleeding,  and  that  death  may 
ing  the  haemorrhagic  tendency.    Opium  take  place,  as  happened  to  the  poor  creatnn 
may  be  exhibited  if  there  be  present  much  whose  uterus  is  before  you.    When  this 
nervous  irritability,  an  excited  state  of  specified  degree  of  dilatation,  then,  is  ac- 
mind,  or  spasmodic  and  false  pains ;   but  quired,  we  are  warranted  in  undertaking 
as  I  have  little  faith  in  the  power  of  opium  oeliverv,  which  is  to  be  aocompliahed  in 
to  suppress  hemorrhage,  I  should  not  ad-  the  following  manner.    The  patient,  lying 
minister  it  with  that  specific  intention ;  on  her  left  side,  is  to  be  brought  conve- 
and  I  think   I  have  obtained  as  much  niently  near  to  the  edge  of  the  bed,  and 
advantage  from  the  pharmacopoBial  pre-  gently  restrained  bv  the  means  I  have  be- 
parations  of  henbane  or  hemlocx,  in  quiet-  lore  mentioned  wnen  speaking  of  trans- 
ing  an  excited  state  of  the  nervous  system  verse  presentations.    The  operator  having 
under  these  cireumstances,  as  fh)m  opium  taken  off  his  coat,  and  kneeling  by  the 
itself.     Before  our  departure,  we  must  bed.side, — the  left  hand  and  arm  being 
direct,  that  on  the  occasion  of  another  greased, — the  fingersare  to  be  collected  into 
attack,  cloths  steeped  in  vinegar  and  water  '  the  form  of  a  cone,   slowly  insinuated 
should  be  applied  to  the  vulva  and  lower  through  the  external  parts,  carried  up  to 
part  of  the  abdomen,  and  that  we  should  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  in  the  direction  of 
instantly  be  made  acquainted  with  tJbie  the  axis  of  the  vagina,  and  with  a  slow 
occurrence.     It  is  very  possible  (hat  we  semi  rotatory  motion  the  os  uteri  must  be 
may  be  called  three  or  four  times  to  the  carefully  dilated,    and  the  hand  passed 
same  patient   under    the    same   circum-  fully  into  the  uterine  cavity, — by  the  side  of 
stances,  and  on  each  occasion  may  think  the  placenta,— partially  separating  that  or- 
right  to  repeat   the   same  cautions  and  gan  fVom  its  attachment  to  the  uterine 
general  directions.  neck.    It  must  be  introduced  either  ante. 

But  the  time  will  arrive  when  the  fea-  riorly  or   posteriorly,  in    that    direction 

tures  of  the  case  will  be  changed ;  when  where  the  placenta  appears  to  be  thinnest, 

uterine  action  will  supervene,  and  when  because  the  edge  of  the  organ  will  then 

the  month  of  the  womb  will  begin  to  be  most  probably  be  sooner  reached,  and  the 

dilated,  and  the  htemorrhage  consequently  uterine  vessels  will  there  be  found  smallest, 

increased.    It  then  becomes  our  duty  care-  It  is  not,  however,  always  easy  to  distin- 

fully  to  consider  when  delivery  shall  be  guish  the  point  at  which  the  placental 

eflected,  under  the  conviction  that  it  wUl  edge  may  be  arrived  at  most  readily :  in 

be  ultimately  necessary,  and  that  our  pa-  this  part  of  the  operation,  then,  we  must 

tient  will  remain  in  imminent  danger  un-  trustsomewhat  to  accident  Having  gained 

til  it  is  accomplished.  the  membranes,  they  must  be  punctured. 

The  only  question,  then,  left  for  con-  the  hand  carried  into  the  centre  of  the 

sideration  is,  when  Aall  delivery  be  at-  ovum,  run  along  the  body  of  the  child  un- 

tempted.    It  is  evident  that  until  a  cer-  til  the  feet  be  felt ;  one  or  both  of  which 

tain  degree  of  dilatation  is  effected,  the  limbs  must  be  brought  down  through  the 

hand   cannot  be   introduced   to   accom-  rent  in  the  foetal  membranes.    Hie  child's 

plish    the    proposed    end ;     but    it    is  body  is  thus  made  to  revolve  on  its  own 
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axis,  provided  the  head  presents  or  it  lies  be,  then,  to  mn  the  fingers  through  it, 

transversely,   and  the  breech  is  brought  when  it  is  attached  over  the  os  nteri,  when 

into  the  pelvis.    To  facilitate  the  expul-  there  is  no  resistance  behind,  to  assist  us  in 

sion,  and  to  ensure  ultimately  as  perfect  a  our  attempt !     How  much  more  likely  is 

contraction   of  the    uterus   u   possible,  it  that  the  mass  may  be  lifted  entirely  away 

gentle  friction  may  be  applied  over  the  fVom  its  connexion  with  the  neck  of  the 

uterine  tumor,  through'tbeparietes  of  the  womb,  and  carried  up  before  the  hand! 

abdomen ;  and  unless  the  hsBmonrfaage  be  And  if  this  should  occur,  it  is  reasonable 

continuing  profusely,  rapid  extraction  of  to  suppose  that  the  discharge  would  be 

the  child's  body  should  be  most  cautiously  much  more  profUse  than  if  a  smaller  por- 

avoided.  tion  were  separated,  and  the  band  slid 

When  about  to  perform  the  operation  along  between  it  and  the  open  vessels, 

just  described,voumustever  remember  that  It  certainly  happens  occasionallv  that  the 

your  patient's  life  will  depend  principally  placenta  is  so  soft  as  scarcely  to  bear  being 

on  your  knowledge,  presence  of  mind,  and  lifted  by  its  e^  without  falling  to  pieces ; 

perseverance;  and  when  once  von  haveun-  but  this  is  unusual,  and  our  practice  must 

oertaken  the  dilatation  of  the  os  uteri,  be  regulated  not  by  the  exceptions,  but  the 

you  must  unflinchingly  proceed  to  the  ter-  genend  principle. 

mination  of  the  delivery,  unless  some  ex-        Besides,  so  long  as  we  preserve^the  f^ 

traordinary  difficulty  should  present  itself,  centarantire,  we  prevent  any  loss'of  bwj^ 

The  band,  then,  must  be  passed  slowly  and  from  the  foetal  system ;  bat  wiien  t^sfifc 

carefully  onwsods;  for   to    withdraw   It  pii  in  I Jhi  iimiIs  — Mil  >in>  iiiniirnjliii 

would  DC  to  risk  a  renewal  or  pedioas  igor'  ruptured,  aad  tiM  mid,  if  it  be  alive,  will 

crease  of  the  bleeding.  most  prob#>ly  bleed  to  death.    It  is  al. 

Yon  would,  indeed,  Mppoir  €hat  the  most  incredible  bow  small  a  loss  of  blood 
extensive  separation  ai  the  flaeenta  from  is  sufficient  to  destroy  a  newly  .bom  infant, 
its  uterine  attachiQMit,  im  the  introduction  A  few  drachms  oozina  from  the  funis,  If 
of  the  hand,  m  jopt  described,  must  in  the  ligature  be  loosely  tied,  has  been 
all  cases  pr»daee#  frightful  augmentation  known  to  cause  a  fatal  result  By  perfo. 
of  the  hemocribage,  and  that  there  would  rating  the  placenta,  then,  we  run  a  great 
be  little  ^tm^kot  of  the  patient^s  survival,  risk  of  destroying  the  foetus.  It  may  be 
This^ovever,  fortunately  is  not  usually  the  argued,  that  tne  life  of  the  child  is  not  to 
case.  On  the  first  introduction  of  the  be  brought  into  competition  with  the 
fiogfft  through  the  os  uteri,  there  is  cer-  safety  of  the  mother;  nor  indeed  should 
tainly  almost  always  a  gush  of  blood,  and  it ;  but  as  I  believe  there  is  equal,  if  not 
that  to  a  copious  extent;  but  when  the  more  danger,  incurred  to  the  mother  by 
band  has  fully  entered  the  orifice,  by  the  such  a  mode  of  action,  I  would  endeavour 
pressure  it  exerts  on  the  open  vessels  it  by  all  means  to  preserve  the  child,  pro- 
acts  as  a  plug,  and  prevents  any  great  yided  that  were  posnble.  Again,  it  may 
additional  loss;  as  it  is  carried  further,  the  be  said  that  in  many  cases  of  placental 
arm  performs  the  same  office ;  and  when  presentation^— if  not  the  majority,— the 
the  breech  of  the  child  is  brought  into  the  child  is  bom  still;  and  that  therefore  the 
vagina,or  to  rest  upon  the  pelvic  brim,  the  chance  of  its  ultimate  survival  is  but 
body  itself  causes  a  like  compression:  so  small.  This  I  am  willing  to  grant  also; 
that  if  the  delivery  be  skilfully  managed,  but  if  the  foetal  vessels  be  preserved  entire, 
the  increase  of  bleeding  which  takes  place  the  death  is  caused,  not  by  any  loss  of 
under  it  is  comparatively  trifling.  blood  from  the  foetal  system  itself,  but  in 

Dreading  the  fresh  accession  of  discharge  consequence  of  its  being  deprived  of  the 
which  it  was  thought  must  necessarily  at-  benefits  which  result  from  the  uterine  cir- 
tend  the  uncovering  so  many  vascular  ori-  culation.  During  the  faint  under  which 
fioes  by  the  hand  being  slid  between  the  neck  the  mother  lies,  the  blood  is  neither  sent 
of  the  womb  and  the  placenta  apposed  over  in  the  same  quantity,  nor  with  the  same 
it,  some  practitioners  have  recommended  velocity,  to  the  uterine  oivan,  conse- 
that  we  should  perforate  the  substance  of  quently  the  changes  necessary  for  the  conti- 
the  placenta  itself,  by  working  our  fingers  nuance  of  festal  life  cannot  go  on  in  the 
successively  through  it  Accordinsr  to  placenta ;  the  child  ceases  to  exist  in  con- 
Richter,  it  was  Deleurye  and  Mohrenheim  sequence  of  the  want  of  those  changes; 
who  first  insisted  on  the  superiority  of  this  it  dies  Arom  asphyxia,— as  perfectly  sufib- 
mode  of  acting.  To  me,  indeed,  it  offers  cated  as  if  it  were  drowned  after  the  corn- 
many  objections ;  and  the  principal  con-  menoement  of  breatbinp;  life.  I  perfectly 
nsts  in  the  difficulty  of  its  perform-  coincide  with  Dewees  m  deprecating  the 
ance.  It  is  by  no  means  an  easy  mat-  practice  of  perforating  the  placenta  in 
ter  to  perforate  the  stracture  of  the  pla-  these  cases;  unless,  indeed,  its  structure 
centa  by  the  fingers,  when  the  organ  is  be  unusually  soft,  and  easily  lacerable. 
taken  out  of  the  body  and  lying  on  a  But  the  favourable  time  for  the  por- 
table: how  mndi  more  difficult  must  it  formance  of  the  operation  which  I  have 
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just  noticed  may  hare  slipped  bv  before  we    riyed  at    The  blood  may  be  ponring  oat 
have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  patient ;  in  a  copious  and  continued  stream,  or  maj 
and  we  may  perhaps  find  her  faint,  and  be  oozing  in  a  less  Tiolent  though  steady 
gasping,  and  cold ;  the  uterus  quite  inac-  draining ;  or  coagula  of  considerable  size 
tive,  widi  its  mouth  widely  open,  and  pos-  may  be  passing  from  the  vagina  every  few 
sessing  that  degree  of  unresisting  flabbi-  minutes:  and  it  must  be  evident  to  the 
ness  which,  to  an  experienced  hand,  is  in-  least  attentive  observer  that  such  a  state 
dicative  of  the  most  urgent  dani^er.  Under  of  things  cannot  be  allowed  to  proceed  on- 
this  state  delivery  would  be  indeed  easy,  checked.      Two  modes    offer   themselves 
but  it  would  at  the  same  time  be  followed  for  our  choice:  either  immediate  deliveiy, 
by  almost  certain  death :  for  if  we  empty  or  endeavouring  to  restrain  the  flow,  and 
the  uterus  under  syncope,  or  deep  and  delaying  until  the  due  degree  of  dilatation 
long- continued  faintness,  we  cannot  rea-  is  eitected.    Our  practice  will  mainly  be 
sonably  suppose  it  will  take  upon  itself  guided  by  the  state  of  the  os  uteri  itself: 
that  d^ree  of  active  contraction  necessary  if  it  appear  soft,  lax,   and    distensible, 
to  close  the  vessels,  and  place  the  woman  offering  but  little  resistance  to  our  finger 
in  a  state  of  safety.    It  would,  then,  be  in  the  attempt   at  dilatation,  we  shall 
most  injudicious  to  proceed  at  once  to  the  mostly  be  able,  under  the  use  of  sufficient 
operation.    Our  indication  would  rather  caution,  to  pass  the  hand  entirelv  through 
be,/  to  rouse  the  patient  from  the  Aorpor  it  without  injury,  even  although  its  disc 
nij^r  which  she  is^suffering— *to  bri^  her  be  not  exceeding  the  diameter  of  a  shil- 
system  up  to  a  cei^n  point  before  we  at*  lin? ;  and,  indeeof,  I  have  accomplished  the 
tempt  to  evacuate  me  vsomb.    Stimulants  operation  of  turning  on  more  than  one  oc> 
here,    then,    are    absolutely    called   for.  casion,  under  these  unpromising  circam- 
Brandy,  lether,  ammonia,  and  other  cor-  stances,  bv  slowly  insinuating  the  fingera 
dials,  may  be  exhibited ;  and  transfusion  tmtUim.    Although,  then,  such  a  proceed- 
of  blood  may  even  be  performed,  with  the  in^  be  not  desirable,  if  it  can  be  avoided, 
view  of  inoucing^  the  temporary  excite-  ^inasmuch  as  every  minute's  delay  brings 
ment  so  necessary  to  be  procured  before  with  it  an  augmentation  of  danger,— -we 
delivery  be  attempted.    To  the  employ,  are  fully  justified  in  effecting  the  dilatation 
ment  of  opium  under  such  circumstances  of  theos  uteri  thus  itrtificiaily,  even  when, 
I  have  objections,  on  the  grounds  stated  at  at  the  commencement  of  our  efforts,  it  will 
our  last  meeting,  although  sanctioned  by  scarcely  admit  the  introduction  of  Uie  tips 
high  authority.    I  cannot  agree  with  Pro-  of  two  fingers.    For,  as  a  principle,  we 
fessor  Bums,  that  this  drug  will  check  shall  find  uat  delivery  had  better  be  had 
the  flow  of  blood ;  and  I  think  we  possess  recourse  to  an  hour  too  soon  than  an  hour 
other  cordials  and  stimulants  quite  as  efii-  too  late;  and  that  the  freouent  fatality  of 
cacious  in  rousing  for  a  time  the  depressed  these  dreadful  cases  is  to  oe  attributed,  in 
vital  powers,  by  the  exhibition  of  which  a  great  measure,  to  the  operation  having 
we  do  not  incur  the  danger  of  eventually  been  delayed  until  the  system  was  trre- 
paralyzing  the  uterine  energies.     In  most  vocably  depressed.    The  diiatahilUy  of  the 
cases  we  shall  find  the  erg^t  a>serviceable  organ,'  then,  is  to  be  regarded  as  an  indi- 
remedy  after  the  stimuli  have  taken  effect,  cation    of  its  capability    of  being  fully 
and  before  the  operation  is  proceeded  in.  opened,-*as  much  as,  or  even  more  than, 
A  dose  or  two  of  this  medicine,  indeed,  its  existing  state  of  actual  dilatatien. 
may  be  given  in  every  instance  of  placental  .   But  the  haemorrhage  maybe  profiise, 
presentation,  previously  to  the  delivery  be-  and  may  threaten  immediate  dissolution^ 
mg  undertaken.    I^et  ufi,  then,   bear  in  while  the  os  uteri  is  dilated  to  no  greater 
mind,  that  although  it  is  a  maxim  in  ob-  extent  than  the  size  of  a  sixpence  possibly, 
stetric  practice  never  to  allow  a  woman  and  while  it  remains  in  a  rigid,  unyielding 
to  die  undelivered,  if  delivery  can  by  any  condition;  and  this  is  particularly  observ- 
means  be  accomplished,  still  it  should  also  able  when  labour   has   commenced  pre- 
be  another  maxim,  never  to  empty  the  viously  to  the  full  term  of  gestation  being 
uternsdaringtheoontinuanoeof  an  attack  completed.    It  is  seldom,  however,  that 
of  syncope;  for  it  is  not  the  mere  extrac-  flooding  proceeds  to  the  extent  of  endan • 
tion  of  the  child  to  which  our  mind  should  gering  life,  without  also  causing  a  re- 
be  directed,  but  letmnff  the  patient  in  the  taxed  state  of  the  uterine  mouth.     But 
most  favourable  condition,  with  respect  to  occasionally  the  complication  of  dangers 
ultimate  recovery,  which  the  nature  of  the  just    adverted     to    may    exist   togeuer. 
case  will  admit  of.  Any   forcible   attempt  at  opening  it  ar- 
Again,  it  is  by  no  means  impossible  that  tificiallv  would,   under  such  a  state,  be 
such  alarming  symptoms  may  shew  them-  certainly  productive  of  injury,  probably 
selves  before  the  os  uteri  has  acquired  the  of  a  very  serious  character.    As  delivery^ 
diameter  of  half  a  crown,  as  to  render  it  then,  could  not  be  accomplished,  except 
extremely  hazardous  for  ns  to  delay  our  under  extreme  hazard,  no  choice  is  left  us 
means  until  that  degree  of  dilatation  is  ar*  but  to  endeavour  to  suspend  the  flow,  and 
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to  wait  until  the  month  of  the  womb  bas    tampon  in  these  cases,  consists  in  the  neces- 
taken  upon  itself  a  more  favourable  condi-  sity  of  removing  it  whenerer  a  vaginal  exa- 
tion.  The  common  principles  must  here  be  mination  is  required  to  be  instituted, for  the 
most  assiduously  followed;  perfectquiet, the  purpose  of  watching  the  dilating  process 
application  of  cold,  the  removal  of  every  going  on  in  the  os  uteri:  but  the  frequency 
cause  of  excitement,  and  the  exhibition  of    of  return,  and  the  strength  of  the  uterine 
cold  and  acidulated  drinks.    Local  means  contractions,  will  in  some  measure  indi^ 
mtLj  also  in  some  degree  avail  us;   the  cate  to  us  the  changes  taking  place  in  that 
vi^na  may  with  advantage  be  plugged  organ;  and  we  must  be  guided  by  them  in 
with  a  silk  or  cambric  handkercnief,  or  rq^rd  to  the  removal  of  the  plug, — provided 
lint  steeped  in  oil,  vinegar,  or  a  weak  so<  it  staunches  the  flow  outwardly,  and  pro- 
Intion  of  alum;   a  practice  first   recom-  videdalso  there  are  no  evidences  of  internal 
mended  by  Leroux ; — inadmissible,  how-  haemorrhage.    Although,  then,  I  consider 
ever,  in  any  other  case  of  bleeding  from  the  the  tampon  may  be  occasionally  useful,  I 
uterus,  after  four  or  five  months  of  gesta-  am  far  from  recommending  it  in  preference 
tion  are  completed.  Some  piactitionerB,  in-  to  other  means;  and  I  think  it  should 
deed,ofgTeateminence(amongwhomImay  onlvbehad  recourse  to  in  the  rigid,  un- 
mention  the  much-respected  name  of  Mer-  yielding   condition  of  the  os  uteri  just 
riman),  object  to  the  employment  of  this  advertra  to,  when  the  discharge  is  alarm- 
means  in  any  case  of  labour  near  the  close  ing,  and  can  be  restrained  in  no  othei 
of  pregnancy,  fearing  an  internal  accnmu-  way,  and  when  delivery  is  impossible, 
lation  of  blood,  favoured  by  the  distensi-  A  very  few  weeks  since  I  had  an  oppor. 
bility  of  the  uterine  parietes ;  for,  as  I  tnnity  of  observing  the  valuable  effects  of 
have  before  shown  you,  the  uterus  at  full  plugging  the  vagina  in  the  case  under  con- 
time  is  never  perfectly  filled  by  the  ovum,  sideration.     I  was  sent  for  by  a  profes- 
but  capable  of  containing  a  considerable  sional  friend,  residing  a  few  miles  from 
quantity  of  more  matter.    Thus,  tiien,  al-  London,  to  a  patient  who  had  suffered 
though  the  fluid   be  prevented  draining  some  violent  attacks  of  hiemorrhage  from 
through  the  vagina,  much  may  be  col-  placental  presentation.      When    uterine 
lected  within  the  cavity  of  the  n^omb,  and  action  was  established,  the  discharge,  aa 
a  fatal   termination   may  result.     This  might  be  expected,  was  increased.    My 
reasoning  is  undoubtedly  true,  to  its  fullest  friend  was  summoned,  and  found  the  os 
extent,  in  accidental  haemorrhage  before  uteri  but   little   dilated,  and  rigid,  the 
delivery,  under  retention  of  the  placenta,  bleeding  continuing  copiously.   Not  choos- 
and  in  floodings  after  the  expulsion  of  ing  to  take  the  management  of  the  case 
that  organ ;  nav,  as  the  blood  concretes  in  entirely    on   his   own    responsibility,  he 
the  uterine  cavity,  the  viscus  is  more  and  plugged  the  vagina  with  a  sponge,  and 
more  distended:  its  vessels  become  gra-  sent  to  town  for  my  assistance.    Between 
dually  more  and  more  dilated;  their  ori-  two  and  three  hours  eliapsed  before  I  ar- 
fices  gape  wider  and  wider,  and  oonse-  rived:  the  discharge  was  still  going  on, 
quentiy  they  are  rendered  capable  of  pour-  but  in  a  very  moderate  degree.    The  pa- 
ing  out  a  larger  quantity  of  blood  in  a  tient  had  rallied  considerably,  and  theute- 
given  space  of  time.      Thus,  then,    the  rus  was  acting  occasionally.  On  withdraw, 
means  employed  is  adding,  in  a  geometri-  ing  the  sponge,  I  found  the  os  uteri  dilated 
cally  increasing  ratio,  to  the  peril  of  the  nearly  to  the  size  of  a  crown.    Through 
case.    Nor  must  another  caose  of  addi-  ^  a  very  small  portion  of  the  organ  ante- 
tional  hazard  be  overlooked :  the  external  riorly,  I  could  distinguish  the  membranes 
flow  of  blood  being  prevented,  the  sooroe  protruding;  I  punctured  them,  let  off  the 
of  danger  is  concealed,  and  it  is  possible  liquor  anmii,  administered  two  doses  of 
for  fatal  deception  to  arise.   But  when  the  ergot,  and  in  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
^acenta  is  implanted  over  the  os  uteri,  proceeded  to  deliver,  which  I  effected  bv 
It  is  in  my  opinion  unlikely  that  the  bleed-  turning  without  much  difficulty,  and  with 
ing  will  take  place  into  the  womb  itself;  a  very  slight  additional  discharge.    The 
and  if  the  vagina  be  perfectly  filled  with  uterus  acted  strongly,  and  the  patient  re- 
the  tampon,  there  is  no  other  cavity  in  covered.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  tampon 
which  the  vital  fluid  can  collect;  so  that  restrained  the  flow  of  blood  in  this  in- 
I  think  we  may  occasionally  have   re-  stance  considerably, 
eonrse  to  it  with  advantage.     Blood  is  I  have  given  yon  to  understand  that 
certainly  less  likely  to  accumulate  at  the  placental  presentations  are  always  fraught 
cervix  uteri  than  towards  the  upper  part  with  extreme  peril ;  I  look  upon  them,  ib- 
of  the  organ;   and  such  a  collection  near  deed,  as  the  most  dangerous  of  all  cases  of 
the  orifice  as  to  endanger  life  can  only,  in  haemorrhage ;  and  many  causes  contribute 
my  opinion,  occur  nnaer  a  state  of  gnat  their  share  towards  the  production  of  this 
laxity  of  uterine  fibre,  and  extreme  depres-  danger.     The  frequent   losses   of    blood 
sion  of  the  vital  energies.  which  occur  previously  to  the  accession  of 
Anothergreatobjection  to  the  use  of  the  labour,  tend,  in  no  small  degree,  to  de. 
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press  the  constitution ,  and  render  it  nnabk  a  chanceof  ininiy  wecannot  gnard  against  > 
to  sustain  the  aggravated  shock  on  the  and  as  in  the  most  desperate  cases  the 
opening  of  the  os  uteri.  The  violent  foetus  is  generally  bom  dead,  perhaps  it 
eushes  which  generally  accompany  the  di-  ought  scarcely  to  be  taken  into  onr  ac- 
latation  of  the  womb,  and  the  natural  count  I  have  never  myself  resorted  to 
and  praiseworthy  reluctance  which  most  this  expedient,  but  it  is  suggested  on  the 
practitioners  feel  to  a/orcfd  deli? eiy,  when  principle  of  emptving  the  uterus  as  slowly 
the  OS  uteri  is  in  an  undUated  state  (and  as  possible,  by  which  both  the  pressure  u 
this  very  feeling  may  induce  delay  beyond  removed  more  gradually,  and  also  a  better 
the  period  of  safety— of  which  I  have  my-  opportunitv  is  afforded  Uie.viscns  of  tak> 
self  known  instances),  all  combine  to  ren-  ing  on  itself  expulsive  action, 
der  this,  indeed,  a  fearful  case.  But  it  ap-  It  is  more  than  probable  that  spiritaons 
pears  to  me  that  still  another  must  be  add-  stimuli  may  be  required  during  the  process 
ed :  I  mean,  Uie  sudden  emptying  of  the  of  extraction,  as  well  as  after  the  com- 
uterus  of  the  whole  of  its  contents  compa-  pletion  of  the  birth.  Since,  however,  their 
ratively  rs^idly,  and  that  too  at  a  time  exhibition  is  such  a  nice  point,  it  must  be 
when  the  constitution,  weakened  by  regulated  by  the  extremest  caution, 
haemorrhsige,  is  easily  affected  by  any  de- 
pressing action.  We  all  know  the  effect  paktial  placektal  paBSBNTATiOKs. 
of  suddenly  evacuating  the  water  in  As  there  \b  no  part  of  the  internal  snr- 
ascites;  we  know  that  the  most  courageous  face  of  the  uterus  to  which  the  placenta 
and  hardiest  persons  will  sometimes  fall  may  not  be  occasionally  attached,  so  we 
into  a  state  of  syncope,  even  under  the  find  it  sometimes  partiaUy  placed  over  the 
comparatively  tnfling  operation  of  tap-  orifice  at  the  beginniuff  of  labour;  one- 
ping;  and  we  account  for  the  faintness  by  third,  half,  or  two-thiros  of  the  disc  of 
the  rapid  removal  of  that  pressure  fhmi  the  os  uteri  being  covered  by  the  plaoenta, 
the  large  vessels  of  the  trunk— and  perhaps  and  the  remainoer  occupied  by  tiie  mem- 
IVom  the  viscera  themselves— to  which  branes;  and  partial  placental  presenta* 
they  had  been  for  so  long  accustomed.  It  tions  are  more  ftequenUy  met  with  than 
appears  to  me  that  the  same  obtains  in  cases  in  which  the  mass  is  centndly  im- 
deliverv  under  placental  presentation,  as  planted  over  it 

generally  practised.     The  gravid  uterus        Under  this  state  of  things  there  will  ex- 

oceupies  a  very  large  space  in  the  abdomi.  ist   the   same    liability   to   hasmortiiage 

nal  cavity ;  during  its  gradual  increase,  it  during  the  development  of  the  oervix  uteri, 

has  been  exerting  a constanUy  augmenting  as  in  the  case  just  described;— the  same 

pressure  on  all  the  parts  surrounding  it ;  symptoms,    therefore,    during    the    last 

these  parts  accommodating  themselves  to  months  of  pregnancy— the  same  sudden 

the  inconvenience  they  must  necessarily  and  occasional  floodings,  not  to  be  ac- 

suffer  during  pregnancy,  by  the  slowness  counted  for  by  any    apparent    external 

of  the  organ's  development    But  when  its  cause — the  same    spontaneous  cessation, 

contents  are  suddenly  removed— when  tiie  On  the  accession  of  labour-pains  also,  the 

liquor  amnil  is  allowed  to  escape,  and  symptoms  will  be  equally  similar:  we  shall 

vnth  it  the '  foetus  is  extracted  uso — an  observe  the  same  increase  of  discharge  on 

enormous  decrease  in  its  bulk  is  effected,  the  return  of  each  Min,  and  the  same 

considerable  pressure  is  at  once  taken  off,  diminution  or  subsidence  in  the  interval 

—and  that,  too,  at  a  time  when  the  system  of  action ;  but  the  probability  is  that  the 

is  suffering  much  from  previous  depressing  hemorrhage  will  not  be  so  profuse,  be. 

causes— and  we  cannot  wonder  that  col-  cause  we  may  calculate  on  the  vessels  that 

lapse  occurs  as  a  consequence;  even  should  are  opened  being  botii  fewer  in  number 

the  delivery  have  been  perfected  with  but  and  smaller  in  caUbre. 
slight  additional  loss  of  blood.    It  has  oc-        IWatnMftf.— Although  so  similar  in  cha- 

curred,  therefore,  to  my  father  (and  in  his  racterand  symptoms  to  the  case  last  spoken 

sentiments  I  fully  join),  that  in  some  cases  of,  partial  placental  presentations  are  by 

it  might  be  desirable  partially  to  evacuate  no  means  so  haziurdous ;  and  they  admit  of 

the  uterus,  and  wait  for  a  short  period,  a  somewhat  modified  treatment     They 

before  completing  the  delivery,  provided  can  only  be  discriminated  by  a  careAil  va- 

this  could  be  done  without  inducing  a  fUr-  ginal  examination.    On  introducing  the 

ther  separation,  of  the  placenta;  and  the  finger  for  this  purpose,  the  edge  of  the 

discharge  of  the  liquor  amnii  seems  to  placenta  may  be  clearly  felt,  and  the  mem* 

offer  us  a  means  of  accomplishing  this  branes  passing  off  firom  it ;  a  portion  of 

end.    For  this  purpose,  however,  the  pla-  the  organ,  thin  and  moveable,  can  also  be 

centa  must  be  perforated  by  some  sharp  distinguiiiied,  closing  a  part  of  the  uterine 

instrument — a  common    trochar,  for   in-  mouth;  while  the  remainder  of  the  orifice 

stance ;  and  a  probability  therefore  exists,  is  occupied  by  the  membranes,  through 

that  foetal  blood  may  be  lost  by  the  lacera-  which  tne  presenting  part  of  the  child  may, 

tion  uf  one  or  more  placental  vessels.  Such  perhaps,  be  perceptibly  discerned. 
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It  is  Tery  possible,  if  the  os  uteri  be  highly  desirable,  will  invariably  follow  the 
much  dilated,  that  a  considerable  portion  proceeding  I  have  recommended  :  the 
of  the  placenta  mav  be  propelled  down-  after  conduct  of  the  case,  then,  must  de- 
wards  into  the  Taglna,  apparently  hang,  pend  on  the  continuance  of  the  hasmor- 
ing  loose  in  that  cavity,  but  still  con-  rhage,  and  the  effect  produced  on  the  con- 
nected within  to  the  cenriz  uteri  above,  stitution.  If  the  flooding  be  at  once 
The  danger  will  generally  be  proportioned  stayed,  and  the  patient  not  much  depress- 
to  the  quantity  of  the  mass  implanted  ed,  our  indication  would  evidently  be  to 
over  the  uterine  mouth;  and  the  profuse-  allow  nature  an  opportunity  of  perfecting 
ness  of  the  discharge  will  be  regulated  by  the  delivery  unaided.  Even  if  a  slight 
the  degree  of  separation.  oozing  continued,— provided    the  uterus 

Previously  to  the  dilatation  of  the  os  acted  with  vigour,  the  labour  progressed, 

uteri,  our  general  management  must  be  and  the  powers  of  life  remained  tolerably 

precisely  similar  to  that  already  advised;  good,^-it  would  be  injudicious  to  interfere. 

Dot  when  labour  is  established,  it  must  en-  because  so  much  less  danger  attends  a 

tirely  depend  on  the  state  of  the  patient  natural  than   an   artificial  birth.     But, 

herself  and  the  urgency  of  the  symptoms,  should  the  constitution  become  gradually 

Should  the  sanguineous  appearance  be  but  weakened,  should  the  pulse  flag,  and  faint- 

trifling,— which,  however,  is  not  often  the  ness  occur,  we  must  resort  to  manual  deli- 

case,^the  labour  may  perhaps  be  allowed  to  veiy;  and  we  shall  find  the  operation  of 

prooiBeduninteifeiedwith;  bat  should  aeon-  turning   usually  the  most  applicable  to 

tinned  discharge  be  going  on,  it  will  be  most  the  case. 

prudent  to  rupture  the  membranes,  and  From  the  acknowledged  probability 
allow  the  liquor  amnii  to  drain  away ;  and  that  delivery  may  in  the  end  be  requisite, 
this  may  with  advantage  be  done,  what-  an  objection  has  been  strongly  urged 
ever  degree  of  dilatation  the  os  uteri  may  against  this  plan,  under  the  impression, 
have  acquired,  and  whatever  degree  of  de-  that,  after  the  escape  of  the  liquor  amnii, 
pression  the  patient's  system  may  have  the  uterus  may  so  strongly  compress  the 
suffered,  provided  the  head  present  Nor  foetal  body  as  to  prevent  the  introduction 
will  it  be  found  difficult  to  effect— either  of  the  hand  for  the  accomplishment  of  the^ 
the  finger-nail,  the  stillette  of  a  catheter,  operation  of  turning.  I  have  already  laid 
or  a  pointed  quill,  being  quite  sufficient  it  down  as  a  principle,  that  under  trans- 
for  Uie  purpose.  If  tne  os  uteri  be  verse  presentations  the  passage  of  the  hand 
covered  bat  in  a  trifling  degree  by  the  s^nd  version  of  the  fcetus  is  compara- 
placental  mass,  the  best  opportunity  is  tively  easy  while  the  membranes  are 
afforded  of  compressing  the  vessels  pre-  preserved  whole,  but  that  it  becomes  an 
viously  opened,  by  the  descent  of  the  head  operation  of  the  utmost  difficulty  when 
upon  the  pelvic  brim,  and  of  increasing  the  fcetal  body  is  closely  embraced  by  the 
the  expulsive  efforte  of  the  uterus  by  uterine  parietes.  It  has  been  supposed 
the  augmented  stimulus  propagated  to  its  that  the  same  difficulty  would  be  met 
mouth.  And  if  the  placental  attachment  ^Ith  under  the  circumstances  I  have  just 
be  more  considerable,  and  the  flooding  con-  described.  Such  reasoning,  however,  is 
sequentiy  more  copious,  so  that  artificial  de-  founded  on  false  data,  and  is  in  itself, 
livery  sobsequently  becomes  necessary,  the  therefore,  untenable;  for  should  the  ute- 
uterus  is  relieved  of  a  part  of  its  contents  nis  act  sufficienUy  strongly  to  oppose  a 
before  the  operation  is  commenced,  and  no  serious  obstacle  to  the  intro€|uction  of  the 
small  degree  of  the  danger  necessarily  at-  hand,  ite  contraction  will  be  vigorous 
teodant  upon  the  case  thereby  averted,  enough  to  propel  the  head  so  forcibly 
Another  desirable  effect  is  produced  by  the  aniinst  the  os  uteri  as  to  check  the  dis- 
diminution  in  the  capacity  of  the  uterine  charge  by  its  own  pressure,  and  eventually 
»ls  in  consequence  of  the  partial  con-  to  expel  the  child, — provided,  indeed,  the 


lessened ;  for  so  long  as  the  membranes  ^o%  pass  b^  the  agency  of  nature  alone, 

are  entire,  itistands  to  reason  that  the  pla-  because  of  ite  unfavourable  position ;  but 

oenta  is  likely  to  be  detached  in  the  same  i^  the  vertex  offer  itself  under  a  partial 

proportion  as  they  are  protruded  down-  presentation  of  the  placenta,  such  an  im- 

wards  into  the  vagina ;   but  when  the  htat  pediment  cannot  exist 

is  .  destroyed,  and  the  head  presses  with  ^^^  having  punctured  the  membranes, 

some   power   agamst  the  mouth  of  the  then,  the  patient  stiU  requires  careful  and 

womb,  not  only  is  the  chance  of  an  in-  constant  wachin^;   and  we  must  be  pre- 

creased  separation  dtminished,  but  a  plug  Paired   to  act  with  promptitude,  should 

is  formed  by  the  compression  which  the  circumstances  require  our  further  inter- 

head  occasions.  ference'  *. 

Nevertheless,  it  must  not  be  supposed       •  ? „  n,  v  a  n.«K..*k».->.  i— *  i— . 

«u.>*   -.    .^«...ft    ^ •      *•          *!.       Y  in  ur.  r.  H.  Barobotbain'*  U«t  lecture^ pM« 

that  a  natural   termination,   though    so  «a3,  lout  column,  line  12,  sficr  wmrm  *«/iE,  the 
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ON  THB  M  well  as  by  vaiions  original  inqniries ; 

the  Utter  by  nis  important  researches  into 

PRESENT  STATE  OF  OUR  KNOW,  the  vital  offices  of  the  brain  and  iu  ap. 

LEDGE  RESPECTING  THE  PHY.  pendages.     Much   light,   too,   has   been 

SIOLOGY    OF    THE     NERVOUS  thrown  on  the  fonctions  of  seTcral  of  the 

a^QTi?n/t  encephalic  nenrea,  and  especially  of  those 

bYSitijn;  supplying    the   face   and   its   connected 

Being  a  Report  pretented  to  the  British  Asaoda'  cavities,  oy  Mr.  Herbert  Mayo,  vrho  has 

tiVm,  auembled  at  Cambridge,  June  1833.  analysed   their    anatomical    oompositicni, 

and  porsned  their  coarse  with  singnlar 

By  William  Charles  Henry,  M.I>.,  precision;  and  has  thus  been  enabled  to 

Phyiidan  to  tht  Maocheater  Royal  correct  some  errors  of  detail  in  the  system 

Inflrmary  *.  of  Sir  Charles  BeU. 

^-^  Nervout  Syttem, — In  man,  and  in  other 

.     .     , .  ,             .«  .  ..         .  t.K  vertebrated  animals,  the  nervons  system 

In  the  higher  manifestations  of  life,  ncr-  consists  of  the  oeiebvum,  cerebellnm, 


votts  matter  is  invwted  with    the  most  ^^^^  oblongata,  meduUa  spinalis,  and  of 

cminenUy  vital  attributes.    It  is  the  ex-  ^^  encephaUc,   spinal,   and  ganglionic 

elusive  wat  of  the  vanous  modes  of  sensa-  serves.    It  seems  most  natund  to  observe 

tion,  and  of  all  the  intellectual  operations;  Ujjg  ^^^^    ^^  anatomical    sequence    in 

or,  rather,  it  is  the  point  of  tmnsition,  ^cording   what    is    known   of    nervons 

where  the  physical  conditions  of  the  or.  functions. 

pns,  which  are  induced  hy  external  oh-        Cer^nvm,  or  Bntw-prowr.— The  physio. 

jecU,  pass  into  states  of  mind,  becoming  j^gy  of  the  brain  has  raoeived  of  late  yean 

pcrcepUons;  and  where  the  mental  act  of  ^^ry  considerable  accessions,  and  iU  vital 

vohuon  first  impresses  a  change  on  living  ^^^        ^^^.^  ^  ^„  ^,^^^  ^         1,^^^  now 

matter.    These  two  oflices  of  conducUng  probably  been  ascertained  with  sufficient 

motive  impressions  from  the  central  seat  precision.    Some  portion  of  this  newly, 

of  the  wilf  to  themuscloi,  and  of  propa-  acquired  knowledge  has  been    gathei^ 

gaUng  scnsauons  from  the  surface  of  the  f^^  experiments  on  Uving  animals,  but 

body  and  the  external  organs  of  sense  to  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^^  VRluable  part  has 

the  sensonum  commune,  have  been  of  late  flo^Jj   from   the  study  of  comparative 

years  shown  to  reside  in  distmct  portions  development.    In  this  latter  field  of  in. 


the  most  important  accession  to  p^siolo.    5^321^7  i^riid"Jrfati!rexiIrtenoe,  with 
peal  knowledge  since  the  Ume  of  Harvey,    reference  to  the  comparative  structure  of 


of  nervous  substan^.  quiry,  Tiedemann's  elaborate  histoiy  of  the 

The  honour  of  this  discovery,  doubtless  promssive  evolution  of  the  hnmtti  brain 
le  most  important                  ""  " 
cal  knowledge  sin< 

Belongs  exclusively  lo  oir  ^naries  tieii.  ^j^^        ^  j^  the  lower  anunals,  merits  an 

It  constitutes,  moreover,  only  a  pwt  of  the  early  and  detailed  notice.    It  had  been 

new  trutiis,  which  his  researches  have  un-  discovered  by  Harvey,  tiiat  Uie  fotns  in 

veiled,    regarding    Uie   general   laws   of  the  human  species,  as  weU  as  in  inferior 

nervous  action,  and  tiie  offices  of  indivi-  animals,  is  not  a  precise  facsimile  of  the 

dual  nerves.    His  successive  expenmenU  adult,  but  tiiat  it  oommenoes  fiom  a  form 

on  function,  gujded  always  by  strong  ana-  infinitely  more  simple,  and  passes  Uiroogfa 

tomicia  analogies  in  structure,  in  origin,  several  successive  stages  of  oiganizatiSn 

or  in  distnbution,  have  led  to  tiie  entire  ^^^re  reaching  ito  perfect  development. 

remodeUing  of  nervous  physiology,  and  to  i^  the  circuUtory  system,  tiiese  changes 

the  formation  of  a  svstem  of  arrangement  have  been  minntily  observed,  and  fidth. 

based  on  essential  affinities  and  on  parity  f^n    recorded.    Tiidemann  has  traced  a 

of  intimate  composition,  instead  of  on  ap.  ^^i^  progression  in  tiie  brain  and  ner. 

j«r«nt  sequence  or  proximity  of  ongm.  yous  syste2^.  and  has  moreover  established 

Among  the  continental  wiatomisti,  MM.  an  exW:t  i^mUel  between  tiie  tempore 

Magendie  and  Flourens  have  contributed  states  of  thTfostal  brain,  in  tiie  periods  of 

most  laigely  to  our  knowledge  of  Oils  part  advancing  gesUtion,  and  tiie  p«4ia«<ia  de. 

of  physiology ;  the  former  by  repeating  yelopment  of   tiiat  organ   at   successive 

and  confirming  tiie  experiments  of  BelT,  poinu  of  the  animal  scfie.    The  firet  part 

of  his  work  is  simply  descriptive  of  the 

folloirlng  ataould  hare  b^n  added  :-Chapmaii  re-  nervous  system  of  the  embnro  at  each  sue 

latca  aeaae  In  which  the  placenta  waa  expelled  «^„j_^  ™«»i,  ^r#v.*«i  i:r.      r*  ,.^«^«*..»«. 

four  houra  before  the  chlltf.  birth :  Perfect  and  cessive  month  of  fcBtal  life.     It  constittttea 

Boudalocaae  each  gtrea  ns  a  aomewhat  almiUr  the   anatomical  ground-work  upon  which 

caac )  and  Merriman  caraortly  meuUons  an  iu-  are  raised  the  general  laws  of  cerebral  for- 

■*!??  A?**  "»«.«'»*»»'°  »»»•  o"[J  knowledge,  in  maUon,  and  the  higher  philosophy  of  tiie 
which  the  iilaceota  waa  expelled  "  many  hoara**         r        »  ^     *,     mib""*  r""''TX.  s 

before  the  child  waa  bora.  science.    In  the  second  part,  Tiedemann 

•  We  hare  uken  the  liberty  of  omitting  th«  has  established,  by  examples  drawn  from 

Introductory  romarki ,  and  some  other  paM«C««  of  all  the  grand  divisions  of  the  animal  king- 

this  excellent  memoir  i    more   especially   those  j         «i~  i*.       «>  ^i.     i  ee 

which  seemed  principally  Intended  for  the  general  <*«™«  ^^"^  universality  of  tile  law  of  fomw- 

rcader.~Eo.  Oas.  tion,  as  traced  in  the  nervous  system  of  tiie 
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human  foetus,  and  the  existenoe  of  one  tact  or  injury,  of  propagating  sensation,— 

and  the  same  ftodamental  type  in  the  yet  it  is  the  point  where  impressions  made 

brain  of  man  and  of  the  inferior  animals.  on  the  external  organs  of  sense  become 

The  iiCiB  which  hare  been  unfolded  by  objects  of  perception.  This  absence  of 
theindnstryofTiedemann,  besides  leading  ffenend  sensibility  obserred  in  the  brain 
to  the  univorsal  law  of  nerronsdevelopment,  has  also  been  experimentallv  demonstrated 
throw  important  light  unon  nervous  func-  in  the  nerves  dedicated  to  the  functions  of 
tion;  for  it  is  observed  tnat  the  successive  siffht,  of  smell,  and  of  hearing,  and  con- 
increments  of  nervous  matter,  and  espe-  stitntes,  perhaps,  one  of  the  most  remark- 
cially  of  brain,  mark  successive  advances  able  phenomena  that  hare  been  disclosed 
in  the  scale  of  being;  and,  in  general,  that  by  interrogating  living  nature.  Flourens 
the  development  of  the  higher  instincts  appears,  howeyer,  to  have  failed  in  proving 
and  faculties  keeps  pace  with  that  of  brain,  that  all  the  sensations  demand  for  their 
Thus,  in  the  zoophyta,  and  in  all  living  perception  the  integrity  of  the  brain.  He 
beings  destitute  of  nerves,  nothing  that  re-  has  himself  stated  uiat  an  animal  deprived 
sembles  an  instinct  or  voluntary  act  is  of  that  organ,  when  violently  struck, 
discoverable.  In  fishes  the  hemisnheres  «  has  the  air  of  awakening  from  sleep,'* 
of  the  brain  are  small,  and  marked  with  and  that,  if  pushed  forwsur£,  it  continues 
few  furrows  or  eminences.  In  birds  they  to  advance  after  the  impelling  force  must 
are  much  more  voluminous,  more  raised  have  been  wholly  expended.  Cuvier  has 
and  vaulted  than  in  reptiles ;  yet  no  con-  therefore  concluded,  in  his  Report  to  the 
volutions  or  anfractuosities  can  be  per-  Academy  of  Sciences  upon  M.  Flourens' 
oeived  on  anv  point  of  their  surface,  nor  paper,  that  the  cerebral  lobes  are  the  recep- 
are  they  dividea  into  lobes.  The  bnUn  of  tacle  in  which  the  impressions  made  on 
the  mammalia  approaches  by  successive  the  organs  of  sight  and  hearing  only,  be. 
steps  to  that  of  man.  That  of  the  rodentia  come  perceptible  by  the  animal,  and  that 
is  at  the  lowest  point  of  organization,  probably  there  too  all  the  sensations 
Thus  the  hemispheres  in  the  mouse,  rat,  assume  a  distinct  form,  and  leave  durable 
and  squirrel,  are  smooth,  and  without  con.  impressions ;  that  the  lobes  are,  in  short, 
volutions.  In  the  carnivorous  and  rumi.  the  abode  of  memory.  The  lobes,  too. 
Dating  tribes,  the  hemispheres  are  much  would  seem  to  be  the  part  in  which  those 
larger,  and  marked  by  numerous  oonvolu.  motions  which  flow  from  spontaneous  acts 
tions.  In  the  ape  tribe  the  brain  is  still  of  the  mind  have  their  origin.  But  a 
more  capacious  and  more  convex;  it  covers  power  of  effecting  regular  and  combined 
the  oerebellttm,  and  is  divided  into  ante-  movements,  on  external  sttmu/of  ton,  evidently 
rior,  middle,  and  posterior  lobes.  It  is  in  survives  the  destruction  of  the  cerebral 
man  that  the  brain  attains  its  greatest  hemispheres. 

magnitude  and  most  elaborate  organiza.        A  very  elaborate  series  of  experiments 

tion.    Sommerring  has  proved  that  the  on  the  functions  ofthe  brain  in  general,  and 

rolnme  of  the  brain,  referred  to  that  of  the  especially  on  those  of  its  anterior  portion, 

spinal  marrow  as  a  standard  of  comparison,  have  been  since  performed  by  M.  Bouillaud. 

is  greater  in  man  tlum  in  any  other  animal.  That  observer  concurs  wiui  Flourens  in 

The  most  decisive  researches  that  have  viewing  the  cerebral  lobes  as  the  seat  of 

bren  hitherto  instituted  on  the  ftmctions  the  rememhranee  of  those  sensations  which 

of  the  brain,  are  those  of  M.  Flourens.  are  furnished  to  us  by  sight  and  hearing. 

His  mode  of  operating  was   to  remove  as  well  as  of  all  the  intellectual  operations 

cautiously  successive  thin  slices  of  cerebral  to  which  these  sensations  may  be  sub. 

matter,  and  to  note   the   corresponding  jected,— such  as  comparison,  judgment,  and 

changes  of  (Unction.    He  commenced  with  reasoning.    But  he  proves  that  theordi- 

the  hemispheres  of  the  brain,  which  he  nary  tactual  sensibility  does  not  require  for 

found  mignt  be  thus  cut  away,  including  its  manifestation  the  presence  of  the  brain; 

the  ooipora  striata   and  thalami  opticf,  for  animals   entirely  deprived  of  brain 

without  apparently  occasioning  any  pain  were  awakened  by  being  struck,  and  gave 

to  the  animal,  and  without  exciting  con.  evident  indications  of  suffering  when  ex. 

▼nlsive  motions.    Entire  removal  of  the  posed   to   any  cause   of  physical   pain, 

cerebrum  induces  a  state  resembling  coma;  Bouillaud  observes,  too,  that  the  iris  con. 

the  animal  appears  plunged  in  a  profound  tinues  obedient  to  the  stimulus  of  light, 

sleep,  being  wholly  lost  to  external  im-  after  ablation  of  the  hemispheres;  and  on 

pKBstons,   and  incapable  of  originating  this  ground  calls  in  question  the  loss  of 

motion ;  it  is  deprived,  too,  according  to  vision  asserted  bv  Flourens.     Nor  are  the 

Flourens,   of  every  mode   of  sensation,  lobes,  he  contends,  the  only  receptacle  of 

Hence  the  cerebrum  is  inferred  to  be  the  intelligence,  of  instincts,  and  of  Tolition ; 

oigan  in  which  reside  the  faculties  of  per.  for  to  admit  this  proposition  of  Flourens 

oeption,  volition,  and  memory.    Though  would  be  to  grant  that  an  animal  which 

not  itself  sensible,  in  the  ordinary  accepta-  retains    the  power  of  locomotion,  which 

tion  of  the  word,— 'that  is,  capable,  on  con.  makes  every  effort  to  escape  from  irrita. 
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tioD,  which  preserves  its  appropriate  atti-  from  a  rabhit    The  animal  attempted  to 

tude,  and  executes  the  same  movements  rush  forwards,  and,  if  restrained,  appcsared 

after  as  before  mutilation,  may  perform  restless,  continuing  in  the  attitude  of  inci- 

all  those  actions  without  the  agency  of  the  pient  progression.    One  thalamus  opticas 

will  or  of  instinct.    Another  doctrine  of  was  then  cut  awajr  from  the  same  animal. 

Flourens,  which  has  been  experimentally  The  direction  of  its  motion  was  imme- 

refuted  by  Bouillaud,  is,  "  uat  the  cere,  diately  changed  from  a  straight  to  a  curved 

brai  lobes  concur  as  a  whoU  in  the  full  and  line.    It  continued  for  some  time  to  mn 

entire    exercise  of  their  functions;   that  round  in  circles,  turning  towards  the  in- 

when  one  sense  is  lost,  all  are  lost;  when  jured   side.    When   the  other  thalamus 

one  faculty  disappears,  all  disappear;"  in  was  removed,  the  animal  ceased  its  mo. 

short,  that  a  certain  amoant  of  cerebral  tions,   and  remained  perfectly  tranquil, 

matter  may  be  cut  away  without  apparent  with  the  head  inclined  backwards.    Tneae 

iniury^but  that,  when  this  limit  is  passed,  experiments,  it  may  be  observed,  furnish 

all   voluntary  acts  and   all   perceptions  no  support  to  the  opinions  of  MM.  FoveUe 

I>crish  simultaneously.    Bouillaud,  on  the  and  Finel  Grandchamps,  who  have  as. 

contrary,   has  described   several   experi.  signed   the   anterior   lobes  and   corpora 

ments  which   show   that  animals,  from  striata  as  the  parts  presiding  over  the 

whom  the  anterior  or  frontal  part  of  the  movements  of  the  infenor  extremities,  and 

brain  had  been  removed,  preserved  sight  the  posterior  lobes  and  thalami  as  regulat- 

and  hearing,  though  deprived  of  the  know-  ing  the  superior. 

ledge  of  external  objects,  and  of  the  power  Cerebelium. — It  may  be  regarded  as  nearly 

of  seeking  their  food.  established  by  modem  researches,  that  the 

The  second  part  of  M.  Bouillaud's  re-  cerebellum  is  more  or  less  directly  oon- 

searches  is  entirely  devoted  to  the  func-  nected  with  the  function  of  locomotion, 

tions  of  the  anterior  lobes  of  the  brain.  The  precise  nature  and  extent  of  its  con> 

These  were  either  removed  by  the  scalpel,  trol  over  the  actions  of  the    voluntary 

or  destroyed  by   the  actual  cautery,    in  muscles    are,    however,   far    ftom   being 

dogs,    raobits,   and    pigeons.      Animals  clearly  determined.    In  the  higher  ani. 

thus  mutilated  feel,  see,  hear,  and  smell,  mals,  the  mental  act  of  volition  probably 

are  easily  alarmed,  and  execute  a  number  has  its  commencing  point,  as  productive 

of  voluntary  acts,  but  cease  to  recognize  of  a  physical  change  in  the  brain-proper; 

the  persons   or  objects  which   surround  though  it  mast  be  confessed  that  some  of 

them.    They  no  longer  seek  food,  or  per-  the  experiments  of  Flourens,  and  all  of 

form  any  action  announcing  a  combina-  those  of  Bouillaud,  indicate  the  persis. 

tion  of  ideas.    Thus  the  most  docile  and  tence  of  many  instinctive,  and  even  of 

intelligent  dogs  lost  all  power  of  compre-  some  automatic  motions,  after  destruction 

bending  signs  or  words  which  were  before  of  the  brain.    But  there  does  appear  suffi- 

familiar  to  them,  became  indifferent  to  dent  evidence  to  prove  that  those  volitions 

menaces  or  caresses,  were  no  longer  ame-  which  have  motion  as  their  effect,  what- 

nable  to  authority,  and  retained  no  remem-  ever  be  their  origin,  whether  in  the  oere- 

brance  of  places,  of  things,  or  of  persons,  brum,  cerebellum,  or  medulla  oblongata, 

They    saw  distinctly  food  presented    to  require  for  their  accomplishment  the  oo- 

them,  but  had  ceased  to  associate  with  its  operation  of  the  cerebellum.  Thisevidenoe 

external  qualities  all  perception  of  its  re-  has  been  mainly  supplied  by  the  same  in- 

lations  to  themselves  as  an  object  of  desire,  quirers,  whose  reseuches  on  the  oereibmm 

The  anterior  or  frontal  part  of  the  brain  have  been  already  analysed, 

is  here  inferred  to  be  the  seat  of  several  in-  In  the  order  of  time,  though  not  of 

tellectual  faculties.    Its  removal  occasions  importance,  the  experiments  of  Professor 

a  state  resembling  idiotism,  characterized  Rolando  stand  foremost    Injuries  of  the 

by  loss  of  the  power  of  discriminating  cerebellum,    he   observed,    were   always 

external  objects,  which,  however,  co-exists  followed  by   diminished   motiye  power; 

with  the  faculties  of  sensation.  and  this  partial  loss  of  power  was  always 

Ma^ndie  has  described  some  curious  in  direct  proportion  to  the   amount   of 

experiments  on  the  corpora  striata,  which,  iiut^rf  •    ^  turtle  survived  upwards  of  two 

though  closely  analogous  in  their  results  montns  the  entire  removal  of  the  cere> 

to  those  on  the  cerebellum,  have  their  pro-  helium,  continuing  sensible  to  the  slight- 

per  place  in  this  section.    Removal  of  one  est  stimulus ;   but  when    irritants  were 

corpus  striatum  was  followed  by  no  re-  applied,  it  was  totally  unable  to  move 

markable  change;   but  when  both  had  from  its  place.    M.  Flourens  has  since 

been  cut  away,  the  animal  rushed  violently  arrived  at  similar,   but   more  definitive 

forwards,  never  deviating  firom  a  recti-  results.    He  removed  in  sncoession  thin 

linear  course,  and  striking  against  any  ob-  slices  from   the   cerebellum.     After   the 

jects  in  its  way.    In  his  lecture  of  Febru-  first  two  layers  had   been  cut  away,  a 

ary  7,  1828,  Magendie,  in  the  presence  of  slight  weakness,  and  want  of  harmony 

his  class,  removed  both   corpora  striata  and  i^stem,  in  the  automatic  movements, 
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were   noticed.      When    more   cerebellio  have  been  xecorded  by  Fodera.   It  is,  then, 

sobstance  had  been  remo?ed,   great  jn-  impossible  to   regain  the  concliuions  of 

neral  agitation   became  apparent.     The  Flourens  as  Mly  established,  opposed  as 

pigeon  which  was  the  subject  of  operation  they  are  by  those  of  so  skilful  an  expe- 

retained,  as  at  first,  the  senses  of  sight  rimenter  as  Magendie.      Indeed,  while 

and  hearing,   but  was  capable  of  exe-  Flourens  conceires  the  cerebellum  to  pre- 

cnting  only  irregular  unconnected  mus-  bide  o?er  motion,  MM.  Foville  and  Pinel 

cular  efforU.     It   lost,   by  degrees,   the  Grandchamps  attribute  to  it  the  directly 

power  of  flying,  of  walking,  and  even  of  opposite  function  of  sensation:  and  this 

standing.    Removal  of  the   whole  cere-  doctrine  seems  to  derive  some  support  from 

bellum  was  followed  by  the  entire  disap-  anatomical  disposition ;   for  it  has  been 

pearance  of  motive  power.    The  animal,  proved  by  Tiedemann,  that  the  cerebellum 

if  laid  upon  its  back,   tried  in  vain  to  is   nothing  more  than  an  expansion  or 

turn  roond ;    it  perceived  and  was  ap-  prolongation  of  the  corpora  restiformia. 

prehensive  of  blows  with  which  it  was  and    posterior   columns   of    the    spinal 

menaced,  heard  sounds,  seemed  aware  of  medulla,  which  columns  have  been  shown 

danger,   and  made    attempte    to  escape,  by  Sir  Charles  Bell  to  have  the  office  of 

though  ineflectually,— in  short,  while  it  conveying  sensations.     But  it  is  not  the 

preserved,  uninjured,  sensation    and  the  less  true  that  all  the  recent  experiments, 

exercise  of  volition,  it  had  lost  all  power  even  those  of  Fodera  and  Ma^ndie,  point 

of  rendering  its  muscles  obedient  to  the  to  some  connexion  between  tbe   cerebel- 

will.    The  cerebellum  is  hence  supposed  lum  and  the  power  of  voluntary  motion. 

by  Flourens  to  be  invested  with  the  office  In  the  pr^nt  state  of  our  knowledge,  it 

of  *<  balancing,  regulating,  or  combining  would  be  unsafe  to  contend  for  more  than 

several  sets  of  muscles  and  limbs,  so  as  the  probable  existence  of  some  such  gene- 

to  brin^  about  those  complex  movements  nd  relation. 

dOTending  on  simultaneous  and  conspiring  This,  tiien,  is  all  that  seems  deserving 
efforts  of  many  muscles,  which  are  neoes-  of  confidence  respecting  the  functions  of 
sary  to  the  different  kinds  of  progressive  the  cerebellum  itself.  But  there  are  some 
motion."  Bouillaud,  who  has  success-  singular  phenomena  which,  though  resid- 
ftilly  disputed  several  of  the  opinions  of  ing  in  other  structures  more  or  less  near  to 
Flourens  respecting  the  functions  of  the  the  cerebellum,  are  so  analogous  to  those 
cerebrum,  tally  concurs  with  him  as  to  already  d^ribed,  as  to  call  for  notice  in 
those  of  the  cerebellum.  this  place.  Magendie  has  described  the 
Yet  it  must  be  admitted  that  there  results  of  injury  to  tbe  crura  cerebelli  of  a 
exists  also  conflicting  experimental  tes-  rabbit.  Complete  division  of  the  right 
timony  on  this  subject  M.  Fodera  cms  was  followed  by  rapid  and  incessant 
states  that  he  has  found  the  removal  rotation  of  the  body  upon  its  own  axis, 
of  a  part  of  the  cerebellum  to  be  fol-  from  left  to  right.  This  singular  motion 
lowed,  in  all  cases,  either  bv  motion  having  continued  two  hours,  Magendie 
backwterdt,  or  by  that  position  of  the  body  placed  the  rabbit  in  a  basket  containing 
which  precedes  retrograde  movement  The  hay.  On  visiting  it  the  following  day,  he 
head  is  thrown  back,  the  hind  legs  se^  was  surprised  to  find  the  animal  still  turn- 
parated,  and  the  fore  legs  extended  for-  ine  round  as  before,  and  completely  en- 
wards,  and  pressed  firmly  against  the  velopecl  in  hay.  The  eyes  were  rigidly 
ground.  More  complete  destruction  of  the  fixea  in  different  lines;  that  of  the  in- 
cerebellum  occasions  the  animal  to  fall  on  juied  side  being  directed  forwards  and 
its  side ;  but  the  head  is  still  inclined  downwards,  that  of  the  other  side  back- 
rigidly  backwards,  and  tbe  anterior  extre-  wards  and  upwards.  If  both  crura  were 
mities  agitated  with  convulsive  movements,  divided,  no  motion  followed.  Magendie 
tending  to  cause  retrograde  motion  of  the  hence  concluded  that  these  nervous  cords 
body.  Injuries  of  one  side  of  the  cerebel.  are  the  conductors  of  impulsive  forces 
lum  were  observed  to  produce  paralysis  of  which  counterbalance  one  another,  and 
the  same  side  of  the  body ;  as  might,  in-  that  from  the  equilibrium  of  these  two 
deed,  have  been  anticipated  from  the  di-  forces  result  the  power  of  standing,  and 
rect  course,  without  aecussation,  of  the  even  of  maintaining  a  state  of  rest,  and 
restiform  columns  which  ascend  to  form  of  executing  the  different  voluntary  mo- 
the  cerebellum.  Magendie  has  described  tions.  The  inquiry  naturally  presented 
pvedsdy  the  same  results.  A  duck,  whose  itself,  whether  these  forces  are  inherent 
cerebellum  had  been  destroyed,  could  swim  in  the  crura  themselves,  or  emanate  from 
only  backwards.  In  the  course  of  his  ex-  the  cerebellum  or  some  other  source.  To 
penmental  lectures,  Magendie,  having  re-  determine  this  question,  portions  of  sub- 
moved  tbe  cerebellum  in  several  rabbits,  stance  were  removed  ttom  both  sides  of 
demonstrated  to  his  class  the  phenomena  the  cerebellum,  but  unequally,  so  as  to 
of  retn^rade  movement,  exactly  as  they  leave  y»tact  |  on  the  left  side  and  |  only  on 
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the  right  The  animal  rolled  towards  the  longata,  which  seems  to  be  the  common 
right  side,  and  its  eyes  were  fixed  in  the  bond  and  central  knot  combining  all  the  in- 
manner  already  described.  But  the  left  dividual  parts  of  the  nerrons  system  into 
eras  being  divided,  the  animal  rolled  to    one  whole. 

the  left  side.      Hence  it  appears  that  sec-  The  medulla  oblongata  was  regarded  by 
tion  of  the  cros  has  more  influence  over  the    Legallols  as  the  mainspring  or  **  premier 
lateral  rotation  of  the  body  than  injury  of    mobile"  of  the   inspiratory  movements. 
the  cerebellum  itself;  and  that  the  impul-  He  repeated  before  a  Commission  of  the 
dve  force  does  not  belong  (at  least  exclu-  Institute  of  France  the  leading  expen- 
sively) to  the  cerebellum.    When  the  cere-  ments  on  which  his  opinion  rested.      In  a 
bellum  was  divided  precisely  in  the  median  rabbit  five  or  six  days  old,  the  larynx  was 
line,  the  animal  seemed  suspended  between  detached  from  the  os  hvoide8,and  the  glottis 
two  opposing  forces,  sometimes  inclining  exposed  to  view.     The  brain  and  cerebel. 
towards  one  side,  as  if  about  to  fall,  and  lum  were  then  extracted  without  arresting 
again  thrown  suddenly  back  to  the  oppo-  the  inspirations,  which  were  marked   by 
site  side.    Its  eyes  were  singularly  affi-  four  simultaneous  motions,— a  gaping  of 
tated,  and  seemed  about  to  start  from  the  the  lips,  an  opening  of  the  glottis,  the  ele- 
orbits.    Similar  movements  followed  divi-  vation  of  the  ribs,  and  the  contraction  of 
sion  of  the  continuous  fibres  in  the  pons  the  diaphragm.     Legallols  next  removed 
Varolii.    SeAres  has  described  a  case  of    the  medulla   oblongata,  when  all  these 
similar  rotatory  motion  occurring  in  the  motions  ceased  together.    In  a  second  rab- 
human  subject    A  shoemaker,  habituated  bit,  instead  of  extracting  at  once  the  entire 
to  excess  in  alcoholic  liquors,  after  great  medulla,  it  was  cut  away  in  successive 
intemperance,  was  seized  with  an  irre-  thin  slices.     The  four  inspiratory  move- 
sistible  disposition  to  turn  round  upon  his  ments  continued  after  the  removal  of  the 
own  axis,  and  continued  to  move  so  till  thred  first  slices,  but  ceased  after  the  fourth, 
death  ensued.    On  inspecting  the  brain,  It  was  found  that  the  fourth  had  reached 
one  of  the  crura  cerebelli  was  found  much  the  origin  of  the  eighth  pair  of  nerves, 
diseased,  and  this  was  the  only  alteration  If>  instead  of  destroying  the  part  in  which 
of  structure  visible  in  any  part  of  the  ner-  this  motive  influence  resides,  it  be  simply 
vous  system.  prevented  from  communicating  with  the 
Medulla  Oblongata,  —  The  medulla  ob-  muscles  which  are  subservient  toinspin- 
longata,  or ''  bulbe  rechidien,"  is  reducible  tion,  a  similar  eflect  ought  to  be  produced, 
into  six  columns,  or  three  pairs,  viz.  two  Now  it  is  obvious  that  ihe  medulla  ob- 
anterior,  or   pyramidal,  which  partially  longata  must  transmit  its  influence  to  the 
decussate,  two  middle  or  olivary,  and  two  muscles  which  raise  the  ribs,  through  the 
posterior  or  restiform,  which  proceed  for-  medium  of   the    intercostal  nerves,  and 
wards  without  crossing.    It  is  continuous  therefore  of  the  spinal  marrow,  and  to  the 
in  structure  with  the  spinal  marrow,  and  diaphragm   through  the  phrenic   nerves^ 
enjoys,  by  virtue  of  this  relation,  the  same  and  to  these  through  the  spinal  marrow, 
function  of  propagating  motion  and  sen-  In  another  rabbit,  therefore,  the  medulla 
sation.    But  it  is  distinguished  from  the  spinalis  was  cut  across  about  the  level  of 
spinal    medulla    by    special    and  higher  the  seventh  cervical  vertebra.    The  effect 
attributes,  being  endowed  with  the  faculty  of  this  operation  was  to  arrest  the  eleva« 
of  originating  motions,  as  well  as  with  that  tion  of  the  ribs,  the  other  three  inspiratory 
of  regulating  and  conducting  them.    The  motions  still  continuing.  A  second  section 
medulla  oblongata,  vrith  the  cerebrum  and  was  made  near  the  first  cervical  vertebra, 
cerebellum,  constitute,  in  short,  according  and  consequently  above  the  origin  of  the 
to  Flourens,  those  portions  of  the  nervous  phrenic,  with  the  eflect  of  suspending  the 
system    which    exercise   their    functions  contraction  of  the  diaphragm.    The  piar 
"  spontaneously   or    primordially,"   and  vagum  was  next  divided  in  the  neck,  and 
which  originate  and  preside  over  the  vital  the  opening  of  the  glottis  ceased.    There 
actions  or  the  subordinate  parts.    To  this  remained,  then,   of  the  four  inspiratoiy 
latter  order  of  parts,  which  require  an  ex-  movements,  only  the  gaping  of  uie  lips, 
citing  or  regulating  influence,  belongs  the  which,  however,  was  sufficient  to  attest 
spinal  medfuUa.     In  the  superior  class,  that  the  medulla  oblongata  still  retained 
Flourens  seems  to  assign  even  a  higher  the  power  of  producing  them  all.    This 
place  to  the  medulla  oblongata  than  to  the  power  had  ceased  to  call  forth  the  other 
cerebrum  or  cerebellum.  For  the  cerebrum,  three  motions,  only  because  it  no  longer 
he  observes,  may  act  without  the  cerebel-  had  communication  with  their  oigans. 
lum ;  and  this  latter  organ  continues  to  M.  Flourens,  in  a  recent  memoir  already 
regulate  the  motions  of  the  body  alter  re-  referred  to, has  oonfirmod  and  extended  the 
moval  of  the  cerebrum.    But  the  functions  views  first  announced  by  Legallols.     He 
of  neither  cerebrum  nor  cerebellum  sur-  has  distinctly  traced  the  comparative  ac- 
vive  the  destniction  of  the  medulla  ob-  tion  of  the  medulla  spinalis  and  oblongata. 
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im  respiration,  in  the  four  clames  of  rerte-  longata,  of  spontaneonsly  ori^nating  mus- 

brated  animals.   In  birds,  he  found  that  all  cular  motions.    It  is  mainly,  if  not  excln. 

the  lumbar  and  the  posterior  dorsal  medulla  sively,  a  conductor  ;  a  medium  of  commu- 

might  be  destroyed  without  impeding  the  nication  between  the  brain  and  the  exter- 

respiratory  function,  though  it  was  arrest-  nal  instruments  of  locomotion  and  sensa. 

ed  by  removal  of  the  costal  medulla.     In  tion.    Flourens,  indeed,  conjectures  that 

the  mammalia  the  costal  also  might  be  re.  it  also  has  the  office  of  associating  the 

moved;  for  though  the  raising  of  the  ribs  partial  contractions  of  individual  muscles 

ceased,  the  action  of  the  diaphragm  con-  into  "  monvemens  d'ensemble,"  necessary 

tinued  as  long  as  the  origin  of  the  phrenic  to  the  r^nlar  motions  of  the  limbs. 

nerve  remained  uninjured.    In  frogs,  all  The  great  medullary  cord  is  divided  by 

the  spinal  medulla  may  be  destroyra,  ex-  a  double  furrow  into  two  lateral  halves ; 

oept  the  portion  whence  spring  the  nerves  and  each  of  these  is  again  subdivided  by 

supplying  the  hyoideal  apparatus.    Every  the  insertions  of  the  ligamenta  dentata 

part  of  the  spinal  marrow  may  be  removed  into  two  columns,  one  posterior  and  one 

in  fishes  without  affecting  respiration ;  for  anterior.    It  has  been  long  known  that 

all  the  nerves  distributed  to  the  respiratory  section  of  any  part  of  the  spinal  marrow 

organs  of  iishes  have  their  origin  in  the  excludes  from  intercourse  with  the  brain 

tneduUa  oblongata.     It  is  hence  apparent  all  those  parts  of  the  body  which  derive 

that  the  spinal  marrow  exercises  only  a  their  nerves  from  the  cylinder  of  medulla 

variable  and  relative  action  on  the  respira-  beiow  the  point  of  injuiy.    The  muscles,  so 

tory  function,  in  the  different  classes  of  supplied,  are  no  longer  obedient  to  the 

vertebrated  animals.     In  descending  from  control  of  the  will,  and  the  tegnmentazy 

the  higher  to  the  .lower  points  of  this  membranes  similariy  situated  entirely  lose 

scale,  tne  spinal  marrow  is  seen  progres-  their  sensibilitv.    T'his  interruption  of  the 

aively  to  disengage  itself  from  co-opera-  relations  which  subsist  between  the  central 

tion  in  these  movements,  while  the  medulla  seat  of  volition  and  sensation,  and  the  rest 

oblongata  tends  more  and  more  to  concen-  of  the  body,  whether  due  to  direct  injuir 

trate  them  in  itself,  till  in  fishes  the  pro-  of  the  great  nervous  masses  or  oommuni- 

per  functions  of  the  two   meduUae  show  eating  nerves,  or  produced  by  the  pres- 

ihemsdves  completely  distinct,  the  spinal  sure  of  extravasated   fluids,   by  morbid 

ministering  to  locomotion  and  sensation,  growths,  or  by  various  poisonous  matters, 

and  the  oblongata  to  respiration.     The  constitutes  the  condition  Known  by  the  name 

medulla  oblongata  is,  then,  the  "  premier  "  paralysis."    In  cases  of  this  kind,  it  is 

moteur,"  or  the  exciting  and  regulating  frequently  observed    that  the  powers  of 

principle  of  Uie  inspiratory  movements  in  sensation   and  locomotion  are  simultane. 

all  classes  of  vertebrated  animals ;  besides  ously  impured  or  destroyed.    But  exam- 

partidpating,  by  virtue  of  its  continuity  pies  are  not  wanting,  even  in  the  earliest 

with  the  spinal  marrow,  in  the  proper  clinical  records,  of  the  total  loss  of  one  of 

functions  of  that  oigan.    From  a  second  those  faculties,  with  perfect  integrity  of  the 

series  of  experiments,  M.  Flourens  con-  other.    Such  facts  naturally  suggested  the 

eludes  that  there  exists  a  point  in  the  ner-  belief  that  the  power  of  propagating  sen- 

yoDs  centres  at  which  the  section  of  those  sations,  and  that  of  conveying  motive  im- 

centres  produces  the  sudden  annihilation  pressions,  resided  in  distinct  portions  of 

of  all  the  inspiratory  movements;  and  that  the  nervous  system.     This  opinion,  how- 

this  point  corresponds  with  the  origin  of  ever,  remained  mere  matter  of  conjecture 

the  eighth  pair  of  nerves,  commencing  im-  until  a  recent  period,  when  it  was  unequi- 

mediately  above,  and  ending  a  littie  below  vocally  established  by  Sir  Charles  Bell, 

that  origin, — a  result  precisely  agreeing  From   the  original  experiments  of  that 

with  that  obtained  b^r  Legallois.  most  distinguish^  physiologist,  repeated 

Spinal  Marrow.—lt  is  apparent,  that  the  and    confirmed  by  Magendie,  it  follows 

functions  of  the  three  grand  divisions  of  that  the  faculty  of  conducting  sensations 

the  nerrons  system, already  described,  have  resides  exclusively  in  the  two  posterior 

not  yet  been  distinctiy  and  fully  ascer-  columns  of  the  medulla,  while  that  of  com- 

tained.    Our  knowledge  of  those,  which  municattng  to  the  muscular  system  the 

next  fall  under  survey,  is  more 'definite  motive  stimulus  impressed  by  volition,  is 

and  substantial.    The  vital  offices  of  the  the  attribute  of  the  two  anterior  columns. 

ninal  medulla — regarded  by  Legallois  as  The  same  limitation  of  function  is  found 

the  mainspring  of  life,  and  as  alone  regu-  in  the  nervous  roots  which  spring  from 

lating  the  actions  of  the  heart  and  nobler  these  separate  columns.    Thus  each  spi- 

oigans— are  now  reduced  to  conveying  to  nal  nerve  is  furnished  with  a  double  series 

the  muscles  the  motive  impulse  of  voU-  of  roots,  one  set  of  which  have  their  origin 

tion,  and  to  propagating  to  the  sensorium  in  the  anterior  medullary  column,  and  one 

commune,  impressions  made  on  the  exter-  in  the  posterior.    The  spinal  nerves  are, 

nnl  senses.     It  is  not  invested  with  the  in  consequence  of  this  anatomical  compo- 

Ciwcr  possessed  by  the  cerebrum  and  cere-  sition,  nerves  of  twofold  function,  contain- 

fllum,  and  perhaps  by  the  medulla  ob-  ing  in   the  same   sheath  distinct  conti- 
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nnons  filaments  from  both  colamnt,  and  anterior  mots  of  the  same  nerres  on  one 

exercising,  in  the  parts  to  which  they  are  side.    The  hind  limb  became  flaoctd  and 

distributed,  the  doable  office  of  conductors  entirely  motionlesi^  though  it  preserved 

of  motion  and  sensation.    It  will  after-  its  sensibility.     Both    the  anterior  and 

wards  appear,  in   our  history  of  indi>  posterior  roots  were  cut  in  the  same  sub- 

Tidual  nerres,  that  all  those  which  spring  ject,  with  destruction  of  motion  and  sen- 

from  the  brain,  except  the  fifth  and  eighth  sation.     In  a  second  P^per,  Magendie  has 

pairs,  possess  only  a  single  function.  related  the  following  adoitional  facts.  The 

Sufficient  experimental  proof  of  the  introduction  of  nux  vomica  into  tfaie  ani. 

foregoing  propositions  has  been  furnished  mal  economy  is  well  known  to  give  rise  to 

by  Sir  Charles  Bell  and  by  M.  Magendie.  violent  tetanic  convulsions  of  the  whole 

l^hus,  division  of  the  posterior  roots  of  the  muscular   system.      This    property    was 

spinal  nerves  is  uniformly  followed   by  made  available  as  a  test  of  the  functions  of 

total  absence  of  feeling  in  the  parts  of  the  the  separate  orders  of  nervous  rootSb    It 

body  to  which  the  injured  nerves  are  dis-  was  found  that,  while  all  the  other  mus- 

tribiited,  while  their  motive  power  remains  cles  of  the  body  were  agitated,  when  under 

undiminished.    Magendie  has  further  ob-  the  influence  of  this  poison,  by  violent 

served,  that  if  the  medullary  canal  be  laid  spasmodic   contractions,   the  limb,  sup. 

open,  and  the    two    posterior   cords   be  mied  by  nerves  whose  anterior  roots  bad 

touched  or  pricked  slightly,  there  is  in-  been  previously  divided,  remained  supple 

stant   expression    of    intense    suffering;  and   motionless.      But   when    the   pos- 

whereas,  if  the  same  or  a  greater  amount  terior   roots   only  had    been    cut,    the 

of  irritation  be  applied  to  the  anterior  tetanic  spasms  were  universal.    It  would 

columns,  there  are  scarcely  any  signs  of  seem,   however,  that    the    seats    of   the 

excited  sensibility.    The  central  parts  of  two  faculties  of  conducting  motion  and 

the  medulla  seem  also  nearly  impassible,  sensation    are   not  strictly  insulated  by 

They  may  be  touched,  and  even  lacerated,  exact   anatomical   lines,   but  that   they 

according  to  Magendie,  without  exciting  rather  pass  into  each  other  with  rapidly- 

pain,  if  precautions  are  taken  to  avoid  the  increasing  intensity.    Thus  irritation  of 

surrounaing    medullary    substance.      In  the  anurior  roots,  when  connected  with 

general,  the  properties  of  the  spinal  mar-  the    medulla,   gives   birth,    along   with 

row,  and  especially  its  sensibility,  seem  to  motive  phenomena,  to  some  evidences  of 

reside  mainly  on  its  surface;   for  slight  sensibility;  and,  «ic«  wrsd,  stimuli  applied 

contact,  even  of  the  vascular  membranes  to  the  posterior  roots,  also  undivideo,  oc- 

covering   the  j>osterior  columns,  caused  casion  slight  muscular  contractions.    In 

acute  pain.  this  last  case  it  is,  indeed,  probable  that 

The  first  experiment  of  Sir  C.  Bell  con-  the  irritation  travelled  from  the  posterior 

sisted  in  laying  open  the  spinal  canal  of  a  roots  upwards  to  the  brain  in  the  accns- 

living  rabbit,  and  dividing  the  posterior  tomed  channel,  and  gave  rise  to  a  percep- 

roots  of  the  nerves  that  supply  the  lower  tion  of  pain,  w^hich  prompted  the  mnscn- 

limbs.  The  animal  was  able  to  crawl.    In  lar  effort.    Indeed,  after  division  of  the 

his  second  trial,  he  first  stunned  the  rab-  posterior  nervous  roots,  ordinary  stima- 

bit,  and  then  exposed  the  spinal  marrow.  lants,  applied  to  the  ends  not  connected 

On  irritating  the  posterior  roots,  no  mo-  with  the  medulla,  produced  no  apparent 

tion  was  induced  in  any  part  of  the  mus-  effects,  though  the  galvanic  fluid  directed 

cular  fhime ;  but  on  grasping  the  anterior  upon  either  order  of  roots  gave  rise  to  mna- 

roots,  each  touch  of  the  forceps  was  fol-  cular   contractions.      These   were   more 

lowed  by  a  corresponding  contraction  of  complete  and  energetic  when  the  anterior 

the  muscles  supplied  by  the  irritated  nerve,  roots  were  the  subjects  of  the  experiment. 

Map;endie  has  described  the  following  ex-  ^^  ^  conUnned.] 
penments,  which  he  has  since  declared 

were  made  without  any  knowledge  of  the      _«__ 

prior  ones  by  Sir  C.  Bell,    The  subjects 

chosen  for  the  operaUon  were  puppies,  fppppt  OF  PR APTlTRP^i 

about  six  weeks  old;   for  in  these  it  was  ^N  THE  EFFECT  OF  FRACTURES 

easy  to  cut  with  a  sharp  scalpel  through  ^i,  their  surrounding  parts, 
the  vertebrae,  and  to  expose  the  meduUa. 

In  the  first,  the  posterior  roots  of  the  lum-  jf^  pariicuUrly  in  rrferenee  to  Fraeturet  tf 

bar  and  sacral  nerves  were  divided,  and  ..    j  __  i?^,,...:,.. 

the  wound  closed:  violent  pressure,  and  ***  ^"^  firtremily. 

even  pricking  with  a  sharp  instrument,  „     -  „^  r« -.«-».*»    p-« 

awak^ed  no^sensation  in  tfce  limb  sup-  ^^  J^^"  Grantham,  Esq. 

plied  by  the  nerves  which  had  been  cut;  — 

out  its  motive  power  was  uninjured.    A  _              •    *i.    n    *    i«-«  *«.i^-„«««  *^ 

second  and  a  thSd  trial  gave  the  same  le  I  shall,  ip  the  first  place,  endcavoar  to 

suits.    Magendie  then  divided  in  another  give  a  jjeneral  descnotion  of  each  struc- 

animal,  though  with  some  difficulty,  ihe  ture,  with  some  pathological  remarks; 
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andy  in  tbe  second,  make  some  obseira-  morbid  state  tfaej  are  highly  sensitive, 
tions  on  the  diagnosis  and  treatment.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  tnat  inflamma- 
First — Bone  possesses  two  properties  tion  of  this  structure  never  produces 
-^solidity  and  elasticity ;  the  former  in-  suppuration.  Pus  is  never  secreted  by 
creases  with  &K?  >  the  latter,  which  re-  the  fibrous  structure.  In  this  structure, 
sides  in  the  gelatinous  and  cartilaginous  sjrmpathies  of  every  description  are  met 
parts  of  the  oigan,  is  most  observed  in  with.  All  that  is  known  respectin&r  the 
infancy.  The  vitality  peculiar  to  bone  nature  of  the  muscular  fibre  is,  that  it 
consists  only  of  organic  sensibility  and  differs  from  others ;  that  it  cannot  be 
insensible  organic  contractility :  from  compared  either  with  that  of  the  nerves 
these  two  properties  the  formation  of  or  vessels,  nor  with  that  of  tendons 
callus  is  derived,  and  the  cicatrization  or  of  the  cellular  tissue.  Now  we  shall 
of  fractures  is  produced.  Ossification  is  find,  that  in  this  point  of  view,  all  these 
not  properly  completed  until  towards  systems  differ  essentially  from  each 
the  I6th  or  18th  year;  and  sometimes  other;  that,  consequently,  there  cannot 
later.  Bones  may  be  classed  into  three  exist  the  slightest  analogy  between 
distinct  states — the  mucous,  the  carti-  them  in  what  regfards  their  nature,  from 
laginous,  and  the  osseous :  and  in  the  which  the  properties  are  constantly  de- 
union  of  fractures  we  have  three  pro-  rived.  In  muscle,  the  two  great  sensa- 
cesses — 1st,  the  development  of  grauu-  tions  of  life  are  very  manifest;  namely, 
lations;  2dly,  the  transformation  into  animal  and  voluntary  sensation.  In- 
cartilage ;  3rdly,  the  change  of  this  car-  flammation  prevents  contiaction  in  a 
tilage  into  bone.  This  process  reouires  muscle ;  laceration,  contusion,  and  ef- 
time,  according  to  the  age  and  health  of  fusion,  tend  to  impiede  animal  contrac- 
the  patient,  from  20  to  60  days.  If  the  tility  in  the  muscle.  A  deficient  supply 
fractured  parts  be  not  kept  from  motion,  of  blood  to  a  muscle  relaxes  its  powers, 
and  the  parenchyma  of  cicatrization  is  The  muscle  must  be  in  a  state  deter- 
preventea  from  uniting,  an  unnatural  mined  hy  the  laws  of  its  organization  to 
union  will  be  formed,  notwithstanding  answer  to  cerebral  exdtetnent.  The 
the  effusion  of  the  nutritive  substances,  muscular  system  acts  a  very  important 
The  effects  of  fractured  bone  on  the  part  in  sympathies  which  never  take 
neij^bbouring  parts  are  contusion,  lace-  place  without  the  two-fold  action  of  the 
ration,  and  effusion.  In  cartila^,  ani-  orain  and  nerves.  The  cellular  tissue 
mal  sensibility  is  never  met  with,  but  gradually  decreases  in  the  extremities, 
mere  insensible  organic  contractility  or  irom  above  downwards :  it  is  permeable 
tone,  and  that  in  an  obscure  degree,  throughout,  yet  it  varies  in  density; 
Sympathies  are  almost  wanting  in  this  indeed,  this  structure  can  only-  be  re- 
system,  so  that  inflammation  must  as-  garded  as  a  reservoir  for  fat  and  lymph, 
sume  a  chronic  type,  unless  we  admit  of  The  cellular  serum  is  much  increased  or 
this  comparison :  tor  instance,  an  inflam-  diminished  during  digestion  or  after 
mation  of  the  cellular  tissue  assumes  an  sleep,  in  consequence  ofthe  perspiration, 
acute  form  when  it  lasts  only,  a  few  It  is  well  known  that,  in  anasarca,  the 
dajrs,  and  a  chronic  one  when  it  exceeds  quantity  of  cellulamserum  is  increased, 
30  or  40 :  now,  in  a  cartilage,  this  last  and  is  entirely  suspended  in  inflamma- 
term  may  characterize  an  acute  stage,  tion:  there  is  no  doubt  but  this  fluid 
whilst  a  succession  of  several  months  is  contains  particles  for  nutrition.  The 
required  for  a  chronic  one,  instances  of  fat  is  found  in  greater  abundance  in  the 
which  are  so  frequently  met  with  in  dis-  upper  portion  of  the  extremities  and  in 
eases  of  the  articulations.  The  fibrous  infants.  The  animal  properties  do  not 
tissue,  which  includes  the  tendons,  liga-  reside  in  this  structure  until  it  becomes 
ments,  and  periosteum,  can  only  be  morbidly  affected :  for  instance,  phleg- 
known  by  negatives:  it  has  not  the  monous  inflammation,  (kc.  The  heiu- 
sensibility  of  the  nervous  structure,  nor  ing  art  is  indebted  to  Corvisart  for  having 
the  contractility  of  the  muscular ;  it  demonstratively  shown,  that  almost  aU 
only  obeys  the  action  imparted  to  it.  infiltrations  of  the  cellular  structure  are 
Nevertheless,  vital  activity  in  this  struc-  symptomatic.  The  cellular  tissue  un- 
ture  is  more  than  in  bone  and  carti-  (lergoes  the  same  changes  as  the  skin, 
lage,  as  it  is  more  frequently  the  seat  of  From  what  has    been    remarked,    the 

fain  from  laceration  and  inflammation,  vitality  of  this  membrane  is  very  superior 

n  a  natural  state,  I  said  they  were  des-  to  the  other  organs  with  which  it  is 

titute  of  nervous  sensibility,  but  in  a  classed,  as  the  fascia,  tendons,  cartilageSy 
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And  lig'aments.   Suppuration  takes  place  M.  Lbfranc,  and  translated  into  Eiig^Uah 

in  this  structure  with  a  suddenness  to  by  Mr.  Alcock : — "•  The  stetnoscope  ap. 

which  few  org'ansaflTord  a  parallel.  Gran-  plied  orer  the  place  of  fracture,  on  the 

ulationsandcicatrizationsma^besaidto  slightest  motion  of  the  part,  conveys  a 

have  their  origin  in  this  structure.    The  much  more  decided  crepitus  than  is  per- 

cellular  tissue  which  surrounds  the  ar-  ceived  bj  the  naked  ear,  during  the 

teries,  is  never  the  seat  of  serous  effusion,  most  extended  movements  of  the  part, 

nor  does  fat  ever  accumulate  there :  it  In  many  cases,  even  the  slight  pres- 

is    rarely    attacked    bj   inflammation,  sure  of  the  ear  on  the  stethoscope  snf- 

The  veins  are  provided  with  a  similar  fices  to  produce  the  crepitation, — a  cir- 

covering  or  texture,  but  much  less  dense  cumstance  of  no  small  importance,  as 

and  6rm;  it  likewise  contains  no  adipose  freeing  the  patient  from  the  pain  neces- 

substance,  secretes  little  serum,  suffers  sarily  excited  by  the  motion  requisite  in 

no  distention  in  dropsies.    The  cellular  the  manual  examinations.    The  crepitus 

aubstance    envelops    the    muscles,    the  yielded  by  the  more  solid  bones  is  sono> 

arteries,  the  veins,  and,  without  doubt,  rous,  and  resembles  the  sound  produced 

the    absorbents,    forming,    as    Bordeu  by  breaking  a  piece  of  wood  across  the 

bas  so  happily  expressed  it,  an  atmos-  knee:  it  is  accompanied  with  a  sensation 

iihere  for  each.    To  the  separation  of  of  roughness  unpleasant  to  the  ear.    The 

ife  in  the  different  or^ns,  tnrough  the  sound  yielded  by  the  spongy  bones  is 

means  of  the  surroundmg  cellular  struc-  duller,  and  resembles  the  effect  of  a  nsp 

ture,  reference  must  be  made  to  the  on  wood ;  except  that  now  and  then  this 

absolute  distinctness  of  disease;  never-  noise  is  broken  by  sounds  of  a  clearer 

theless,  experience  shows  that  it  is  also  kind,  like  those  afforded  by  the  com- 

an  agent  to  convey  disease.    Effusion  pacter  bones,  only  not  so  loud.     The 

of  serum,  air,  or  blood,  either  separately  sound  from  oblique  fractures  is  stronger 

or  combined,  takes  place  in  the  cellular  than  from  those  which  are  transverse; 

structure,  subcutaneous  and  cutaneous  but  when  one  end  of  the  fractured  bone 

tissues.    The  effusion  of  serum  appears  rides  over  the  other  the  sound  is  then 

to  take  place  in  the  subcutaneous  cellu-  obscured,  and  in  some  cases  may  not  be 

lar  tissue  in  a  mdch  larger  proportion  perceived  without  slight  extension  or 

than  in  other  parts :  it  has  a  particular  counter-extension  of  the  limb.     If  Ihe 

tendency  to  accumulate  there,  in  conse-  fracture  is  comminuted,  the  sensation  as 

quence,  without  (Joubt,  of  the  excessive  of  distinct  portions  of  the  bone  is  con- 

laxity  of  this  membrane.    The  submu-  veyed  by  the  stethoscope.    When  fluids 

cous  cellular  tissue  is  connected  with  are  effused  around  the  fracture,  a  ^r- 

the  cellular  tissue  of  the  skin  from  which  gling  is  combined  with  the  crepitation, 

they  are  continued,  and  with  which  there  and  which  is  compared  to  the  sound 

is  an  analogy  of  structure,  but  with  this  produced  by  a  shoe  fall  of  water."  ^  A 

difference,^ the  density  of  the  former  is  dry  crepitous  rattle  is  produced  by  in- 

less  than  the  latter.    The  skin,— which  flammation  of  the    cellular   structure, 

consistsof  three  membranes— the  cuticle,  whereiu  the  serum  becomes  suppressed 

the  reticulum,  and  corium,  the  function  and  the  cells  distended  with  air,  which 

of  which  is  for  inhalation  and  perspira-  may  be  mistaken  for  the  crepitus  aris- 

tton.    The  cuticle  is  very  lowly  organ-  ing  from  fracture:  it  is  much  louder, 

ized,  resisting  the  effects  of  suppuration,  and  may  be  distinctly  heard  by  the  pa- 

and  other  modes  of  destruction,  for  a  tient  or  by-stander:  it  is  heard  by  mak- 

STeat  length  of  time.     The  reticulum  ing  gentle  pressure  with  the  fin^ra  or 

ialpighianum  is  a  fine  mucous  mem-  end  of  the  stethoscope  over  the  injured 

brane,  connecting  the  cuticle  with  the  part :  it  is  most  distinct  on  the  third 

corium :  besides  nerves  and  absorbents,  day,  and  decreases  on  the  fiflh :  it  is  a 

innumerable  blood-vessels  penetrate  to  sound  apt  to  be  mistaken  for  fracture  oT 

its  external  surface ;  a  vast  number  of  the  fibula.    We  have  a  sound  like  this 

sebaceous  follicles  are   also    dispersed  in  the  common  subcutaneous  emphy. 

through  it,  and  diffuse  an  oil  over  the  sema,  on  pressing  interruptedly  with 

skiu,  which  is  very  thin.    The  corium  the  hand  on  the  affected  part, 

is  also  beset  with  the  roots  of  the  hairs.  The  treatment  of  fractures  may  be  di- 

Secondly. — The  diagnosis  of  fracture  vided  into  mechanical  and  medical :  the 

is  best  ascertained  by  the  use  of  the  methods  I  have  used  in  the  mechanical 

stethoscope.    The  following  is  an  ex-  part  may  be  seen  by  reference  to  the 

tract  from  what  has  been  published  by  12th  volume  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 
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In  the  medical  part  of  the  treatment  of  bj  means  of  artificial  heat  througfh  the 
fractures,  two  great  principles  must  be  medium  of  the  stomach  and  skiu,  the 
followed,  and  they  will  apply  to  all  lo-  next  object  is  to  attend  to  the  force  of 
cal  injuries  of  tne  extremities ;  first,  the  heart's  action :  here  we  must  be 
tranquillity  of  the  arterial  and  nervous  gfuided  by  the  health  of  the  patient  in 
systems;  secondly,  complete  quietude  reference  to  hereditary  and^  common 
of  the  injured  part.  These  pnnciples  causes.  When  the  fracture  is  simple, 
lead  to  this  object ;  viz.  that  the  keep-  and  the  pulse  full,  from  10  to  16  ounces 
ing  of  injured  structures  in  their  nor-  of  blood  taken  from  the  arm,  after  re- 
mal  condition  is  most  advisable  for  the  action  has  taken  place,  acts  as  a  power- 
action  of  restoration  of  the  parts  from  ful  preventive  to  inflammation ;  at  the 
the  effects  of  contuAon,  laceration,  or  same  time  it  assists  the  action  of  medi- 
effusion.  As  local  diseases  become  the  cine  in  unloading  the  alimentary  canal, 
source  of  constitutional  derangement,  and  exciting  the  glands  and  absorbents, 
so,  on  the  other  hand,  local  disease  is  so  as  to  produce  a  healthy  state  of  the 
oflen  the  result  of  a  general  disturbance  excretions  during  the  first  four  days, 
of  the  system,  and  Uieir  reciprocal  ac-  Cold  applications  to  the  part  act  very 
tions  are  produced  through  the  medium  beneficially  though  the  medium  of  the 
of  what  oas  been  called  an  universal  skin  on  toe  cellular  structure,  after 
sympathy.  Dr.  Armstrong  used  to  say,  which  time  it  is  necessary  to  be  cautious 
when  lecturing  on  local  irritation,  *'  the  in  the  use  of  cold  to  the  skin.  Mr. 
fever  which  would  be  developed  had  Abemethy  used  to  say,  when  speaking 
Uiree  stages ;  first,  of  depression ;  se-  of  the  reflation  of  temperature  in  the 
cond,  of  excitement ;  thira,  of  collapse,  application  of  cooling  lotions,  "  do  not 
The  ^reat  object  in  the  management  of  take  the  law  into  your  own  hands,  and 
this  simple  fever  is  to  prevent  the  occur-  so  diminish  the  temperature  of  parts  as 
rence  of  inflammation.  Inflammation,  to  kill  them.''  It  has  been  previously 
it  must  never  be  forgotten,  may  arise  in  remarked,  that  the  vitality  or  the  skin 
the  prog^ss  of  simple  fever,  and  thus  it  and  cellular  structure  is  great,  and  mat- 
may  be  converted  into  common  inflam-  ter  forms  there  with  rapidity.  Now 
matory  fever ;  though  unquestionably  there  is  danger  in  the  external  ap- 
it  often  berins  and  terminates  as  com-  plication  of  cold  during  the  suppurative 
mon  simple  fever;  that  is  to  say,  it  stage;  and  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
is  merely  accompanied  by  general  and  that  when  there  is  a  deficiency  of  blood 
local  simple  excitement;  conditions  there  is  also  a  diminution  in  the  heat, 
which  are  fairly  separable  from  inflam-  and  vice  venA,  This  leads  to  the  coii- 
mation."  The  changes  in  the  cpenera-  sideration  of  injuries  to  the  other  struc- 
tion  of  animal  heat  are  effected  by  the  tures, — ^the  fibrous  and  muscular.  The 
energy  of  the  vital  powers  only.  The  suspension  of  natural  heat  in  the  inte- 
corium  which  covers  the  body,  and  the  guments  would  tend  to  excite  and  en- 
internal  surface  of  the  alimentary  ca-  gorge  the  vessels  pertaining  to  these 
nal,  contribute  to  regulate  the  tempe-  structures:  hence  I  consider  it  necessary 
rature  of  the  body.  The  opinion  re-  in  such  cases  to  raise  the  standard  of 
specting  the  action  of  the  cutaneous  ves-  heat,  and  increase  the  action  of  the  or- 
aels  in  exciting,  moderating,  and  almost  ^ans  of  perspiration.  In  local  injuries, 
extinguishing  our  heat,  is  sup])orted  by  indepenaent  of  fracture,  it  will  be  seen 
the  physiological  and  pathological  facts  how  important  it  is  to  pay  attention  to 
of  some  parts  being  treqaentlr  of  a  time  in  giving  the  limb  rest,  as  well  as 
higher  or  lower  temperature  tnan  the  the  method  of  subduing  the  inflamma- 
fest  of  the  s;^tem.  it  is  certain  that  tion,  and  if  I  might  make  one  general 
transpiration  is  increased  by  elevation,  observation,  it  is  this, — cold  applications 
and  absorption  is  increased  by  depres-  are  the  most  injurious  that  can  be  ap- 
■ion  of  temperature.  From  these  ooser-  plied  to  the  skin  in  cases  of  inflamma- 
▼Ations  it  will  appear  how  necessary  it  tion  of  the  cartilaginous,-  fibrous,  tendi- 
is  that  after  first  placing  the  fractured  nous,  or  muscular  structures.  The  im- 
limb  in  a  proper  position,  we  should  at-  portance  of  general  and  local  bleeding 
tend  to  the  animal  heat,  upon  the  regu-  appears  very  evident,  with  the  precau- 
Ifttion  of  which  the  success  of  the  case  tion  not  to  deprive  the  injured  structure 
much  depends.  Having  restored  the  of  its  vital  properties, 
extremities  to  their  natural  temperature,  

349.— XIV.  2  X 
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TREATMENT  OF  SORE   NIPPLES    ing  and  healinff  theae  pamfal  alTccdoiM. 
BY  NITRATE  OF  SILVER.  ^ow^^  ^^^^^  t^.S^iYI^Z^j 

impressed  with  the  value  of  the  remedy 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  recommended,  and  should  consider  mjr- 
Sir  self  much  to  blame  if  I  did  notcommu< 
There  are  few  sources  of  suffering,  of  nicate  a  fact  which  I  am  sure  will  be- 
an apparently  trifling  nature,  produc-  highly  useful  to  some,  if  not  a  very  large 
tive  or  greater  misery,  than  chaps,  abra-  proportion,  of  the  profession, 
sions,  and  inflammation  of  the  nipples,  I  am,  sir, 
in   nursing  women.      For  a  long  time,  Your  obedient  servant, 
I  tried  all  the  measures  usually  recom-  Alex:  J.  Han  nay,  M.D. 
mended,    both  regular   and  empirical,  Andcrton**  Univertlty,  OUsgoir, 
to  cure  them ;  but  I  never  had  any  rea-  July  35, 1834. 
son  to  congratulate  myself  on  my  suc- 
cess.   I  hear  daily  of  the  distress  occa-     — — '■ 

sioned  by  such  accidents;  and  having 

at  length  fallen  on  a  method  of  treat-  ACTION    OF   MERCURY    IN    THE 

ment  which  never  fails  to  give  immc-  AnQriPivrrniv  nv  tvmpw 

diate  relief,  and  ultimately  to  effect  a  ABSORPTION  OF  LYMPH. 

cure,  I  cannot  withhold  it  longer,  lest  ...^ 
there  be  even  one  practitioner  in  exten- 
sive practice  who  may  be  unacquainted  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 
with  it,  and  so  lose  the  benefit  of  a  re- 
medy which  I  regard  as  a  blessing  to  Sib, 

every  woman  in  the  condition  before  I  have  perused  in  v our  journal  the  Gul- 

mentioned.     Indeed,  under  mj  impres-  stonian  Lectures  cfelivered  by  Dr.  Bur- 

sions  of  its  value,  I  should  be  culpable  rows  at  the  College  of  Physicians,  with 

in  not  making  it  known.     Many,  per-  that  pleasure  which  the  result  of  palieni 

haps,  may  know  it ;  but  there  are  cer-  investigation  and  clear  induction  must 

tainly  many  who  do  not,  much  to  the  always  elicit     Those  lectures  are  im- 

loss  of   their    puerperal    and  nursing  porUnt  from  their  practical  utility,  and 

friends  and  patients ;  and  for  the  sake  of  as  shewing  how  much  chemistry  may 

these  I  may  be  excused  for  troubling  be  brought  to  bear  on  pathology.    Ne- 

you.  vertheless,  at  the  end  or  the  second  lee- 

Mv  method  is  briefly  this.    Having  ture,  published  in  yoar  Gazette  for  July 

gently,  but  carefully,  dried  the  nipple,  19,  1834,  a  theory  is  broached,  which, 

touch  it  freely  with  a  sharp  pencil  of  however  ingenious,  does  not  appear  to 

nitrate  of  silver.  Be  sure  to  insinuate  the  me  tenable.     If  you  can  find  room  in 


though  smart  at  first,  soon  subsides,  and  Your  obedient  servant, 

a  little  simple  ointment,  or  one  made  W.  Martin  Coates. 

with  the  flowers  of  zinc,  is  all  that  is  E„ai.„.8treet.  S.llrtnry. 

requisite  to  heal  the  sore.     I  occasion-  Auruat  4, 18S4. 
ally  wash  the  nipple  with  a  saturated 

solution  of  borax,  before  and  after  suck-  If  I  understand  Dr.  Burrows  rightly, 

ling  the  infant.     Some  suffer  a  great  he  attempts  to  explain  the  power  of  mer- 

deal  of  pain  from  the  application  oi  the  cury  in  producing    the  absorption    of 

caustic ;  this  must  not  be  heeded.     A  lymph  deposited  during  inflammation, 

draught,  containing  an  opiate,  such  as  by  considering  that  the  secretions  being 

Sol.  Mur.  Morph.  30  drops,  soon  brings  readeved  alkaliMe  by  that  medicine,  dis- 

relief,  and  the^  part  is  presently  easier,  solve  the  lymph,  and  so  render  it  more 

Some  require  tobe  touched  more  than  once,  fit  to  enter  the  minute  i^Morbents;  and 

•^nay,  several  times ;  but  each  succeed-  mentions  as  an  instance,  its  influence  in 

ingtimeit  is  less  painful.  I  have  heard  of  causing  to  disappear  the  lymph  depo. 

a  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver  bcins^  tried :  sited  on  the  iris  during  inflammation  of 

I  can  positively  assert  that  it  is  iiife-  that  membrane.   Were  this  allowed,  how 

rior  to  the  solid  caustic,  botli  in  reliev-  could  we  account  for  the  rapid  healing 
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of  many  ulcerations,  particularly  those  CASES  op  UNUNITED  FRACTURE, 

of  sypliilitic  origrin    under  the  influence  ^                   introduction  rf  a  Setan. 

of  mercury  r — or,  Jet  us  pass  to  an  at-  ^                        j            » 

fectionof  the  eye,— corneitis.    Here  we  By  E.  M*Dowel,  Esq. 

hare,  in  the  first  stage  of  this  inflamma-  

tion.  increased  vascularity;  in  the  se- 
cond, deposition  of  Ijrmph  on  or  between  [The  two  following*  interesting  cases  are 
the  layers  of  the  cornea;  ami  if  the  related   in  a  letter  addressed   by  Mr. 
excitement  be  too  gveat  for  the  weak  M*Dowel,  an  eminent  surgeon  of*^  Dub- 
vitality  of  the   part,   ulceration  takes  lin,  to  one  of  his  friends  in   Loudon, 
place.    Now  all  these  stages  are  bene-  accompanied    with    the    permission   to 
nted  hj  mercury  after  depletion  ;    sO  make  them  public,  if  he  should  think 
that,  in  one  instance,  ljm|)h  is  absorbed;  proper.     The  gentleman  to  whom  they 
and  in  another,  (as  circatrization  is  pro-  were  addressed  has  transmitted  them  to* 
duced  bj  the  organization  of  lymph  in  us,    for   insertion    in   tliis  journal.  — 
the  form  of  granulations,)  this  substance  Ed.  Gaz.] 
must  have  been  deposited  during  the 
mercurial  process.  Case   I. — Michael    Flood,  a^ed  25, 

The  rapid  healing  of  ulcers,  under  was  admitted,  under  my  care,  into  the 

the  influence  of  mercury,  is  well  seen  Richmond    Surgfical  Hospital,   Bruns- 

in  those  of  the  cornea  termed  strumous :  wick-Street,   January   16.    1830,  with 

hetfewe  see  the  white  speck  of  lymph  ununited  fracture  of  the  left  femur.   The 

in  the  cavity  formed  by  the  ulcer :  this  fracture  was  below  the  centre,  and  was 

becomes  organized ;   the  edges  of  the  very  oblique ;  the  bones  overlapped,  tlie 

ulcer  approach  each  other,  and  the  little  muscles  were  wasted  and  flabby,  and  on 

white  cicatrix  is  formed,  which  is  rarely  attempting  to  bear  any  weight  on  the 

or  never  entirely  absorbed.  limb  it  bent  inwards :    the  limb  was 

Now  I  regard  thus  the  influence  of  useless, 

mercury: — That  it  has  ^preat  power  in  Prtvious  Aulory.-^  Has  been   very 

controlling  inflammation  in  every  stage :  healthy ;  never  had  syphilis.    The  frac- 

when  this  action  is  arrested,  there  can  ture  occurred  two  years  previously,  and 

be  no  further  deposition  of  lymph ;  and  splints  were  kept  on  for  two  months, 

that  which  has  oeen  poured  out  is  soon  Being  then  urged  to  use  the  limb,  he 

attacked,  and  removea  by  the  absorbents  got  out  of  bed ;  and,  in  the  first  attempt 

as  a  foreigfn  body.  to  bear  on  it,  the  recently-connected 

In  ulceration  of  the  cornea,  mer-  parts  separated.  Splints  and  very  firm 
cniy  tends  to  arrest  the  inflammatory  pressurewere  employed  for  three  months 
action  of  which  the  ulcer  is  the  con-  longer;  but  no  union:  a  blister  was 
sequence.  The  secerning  vessels  pour  afterwards  applied;  but  at  the  expira- 
out  lymph— vessels  shoot  into  it,  form-  tion  of  twelve  months  the  fracture  was 
ing  granulations.  These  rise  to  the  sur-  still  disunited.  He  then  came  to  Dub- 
face,  contract,  and  the  edges  of  the  ulcer  lin,  and  was  in  Stevens'  Hospital  for 
are  brought  together;  the  lymph  then  be-  nearly  six  months.  A  bandage,  pre- 
coming  no  lon^r  useful  is  absorbed,  viously  dipped  in  glue,  was  applied; 
and  a  fine  cicatnx  is  lefl,  which,  unless  short  splints,  firmly  bound  on;  and  he 
placed  in  the  very  axis  of  vision,  cannot  was  allowed  to  go  about  on  crutches, 
interfere  with  it.                                   ^  At  the  end  of  six  months  there  was  less 

So  that  mercury  causes  the  absorption  yielding  at  the  fracture,  but  no  union, 

of  lymph,  or  the  deposition  of  it,  as  in  and   a  useless  limb.     He   then  came 

the  formation  of  granulations ;  not  by  under  my  care.    The  period  for  using 
any  specific  action  on  the  tubercle  of   mercury,  to  excite  a  sumcient  degree  of 

lymph,  or  ulcer,  but  by  controlling  in-  action  m  the  parts,  and  thus  favour  the 

flammatory  action — the  cause  of  both.  formation  of  callus,  had  gone  by.     On 

I  offer  these  remarks  with  diffidence,  the  20th  of  January,  an  incision  was 

when    I  consider  the   high    character  made    down    to   the    fracture   on    the 

of  Dr.  Burrows,  as  an  acute  observer  inside  of  the  thi^h,  and  a  lonjar  seton 

and  correct  reasoner ;  but,  as  truth   is  needle,  with  a  thick  seton  of  silk,  was 

my  object,  if  I  am  in  error,  I  shall  be  passed  between  the  overlapping  bones, 

grateful  for  correction.  and  these  brought  out  at  the  outer  side 

of  the  limb.     The  operation  4v«8'b1ood> 

*""  less.    The  limb  was  then  placed  in  a 
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double-inclined  plane.    On  the  follow,  land.     It  would  appear  by  the  adrer- 

in^  day  there  was  some  local  and  con-  tisemenf,  that  the  board  ofTrinity  Col- 

stitutional  disturbance;  the  fever  lasted  lege  mi(j^ht,  if  they  thoogcht  fit,  hmve 

six  days,  and  was  moderate ;  the  in-  continued  the  present  professor  of  ana- 

fiammation  was  not  violent ;  the  suppu-  tomy  and  surgery  for  another  period  of 

ration   became  rather  profuse,  and  in  seven  years,  without  the  form  of   an 

about  fourteen  days  the  seton  was  re-  election ;    whereas  the  School  of  Physic 

moved.    The  progress  to  perfect  cure  Act  directs,  that  no  professor  can  hold 

was  very  slow,  but  was  so  complete,  his  office  beyond  fourteen  years  without 

that  in  1832  this  man  was  employed  as  being  ag^ain  elected  to  it.    it  was,there- 

a  grave-digger  in  the  burial-grouud  at-  fore,  in  conformity  with  this  law,  and 


was  about  one   inch  shorter  than  the  although   the   utmost  pains  had   been 

sound,  the  bones  having  overlapped.  taken  to  create  a  prejudice  against  me, 

.  %  by  gfrossly  false  and  absurd  represcnta- 

In    the    following    case    the    seton  uons  of  the  evidence  I  gave  before  the 

foiled:—      ...  ^         „  Parliamentary   Committee  on  Medical 

Anthony  McDonnell,  aged  62,    ad-  Education.— Your  obedient  servant, 
mitted    November    10th,   1832.      Four  James  Macartney, 

months    since,    the    left   humerus    was  Profewor  of  AnaUmiy  and  SurKery, 

fractured  very  obliquely,  two  inches  be-  Trinity  CoUegr,  Dabiin. 

low  its  centre.      He  was  in  Stevens*       djmiv  Jol  81  1884 

Hospital  for  twelve  weeks,  during  which  u    n,  oy    , 

time  the   arm   was  carefully  kept    in  _.-____— -_—_^____—___-^^ 

splints,  with  a  tin  case  for  the  elbow ; 

a  glue  bandage  was  employed,  and  he       ivyri?r\ir«  A  F     r«  A  r/C'T'T'I? 
was  also  salivated,  but  witliout  advan-       MlliUlt/ALi  UAIa^  i  1  l!i. 

^^f-    //*^^f  J®"°,'  ^^  developed,  the  Saturday,  Auautt  9, 1834. 

ends  of  the  bones  became  smooth  and 

rounded.  Emaciation  of  the  arm.    Nine  

years  previously  he   had   syphilis,    and         "  Licet  omnlbu*,  licet  etiam  mlhl,  dlgnltntem 

was    twice    sanvated  ;     and    his    gums  ^^*^  Medlem  taerl  i  pote»taa  mod©  Tcnlendl  In 

afterwards  remained  spongy  and  tender.  P"W»<^»«  •«*•  **«"<*»  pericniam  no.  '^^"^^'^ 

Since  the  last  course  of  mercury,  he  has  _^ 

had  constant  pain  in  the  vertex,  and 

some  dyspncDa.  MEDICAL  EVIDENCE   AT  CORO- 

November  12th.— Seton  passed ;  little  NERS'  INQUESTS, 

fever  succeeded ;  but  bronchitis  super- 

vened,  with  a  thin,  fcetid,  and  profuse  There  is  a  clause  in  the  new  County 

discharge  from  the  seton,  which  it  was  Coroners'  Bill,  which   is  of  great  im- 

necessary  to  remove  in  ten  days.    No  portance  to  medical   men    throughout 

w'LlirstirDu  ^P^™^*^"-  the  kingdom ;  and  we  noUce  the  bUl 

'    *^Vo'iy/iS4.    "    °'  solely  with  reference  to  that  clause.    It 

is  of  little  or  no  consequence  to  mem- 

PROFESSORSHIP    OF    ANATOMY  »>^"  of  the  profession,  as  such,  that  a 

AND    SURGERY    IN    THE    UNI-  ^^ew  distribution  of  coroners  thioughout 

VERSITY  OF  DUBLIN.  ^""^  country  is  to  take  place  on  and  after 

the  1st  of  January  next ;  that  the  elec- 

"^"^  tors  are  to  be  those,  and  those   only. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  ^ho  are  qualified  to  vote  for  knights  of 

Sir,  the  shire ;  that  the  business  of  the  elec- 
The  advertisement  inserted  in  the  news-  tion,  if  a  poll  be  demanded,  must  be 
napers,  and  which  was  copied  into  the  finished  in  one  day ;  or  even  that  there 
London  Medical  and  SurgicalJoumal  .  _j-ri.i.-it^  'ji* 
of  the  12th  instant,  does  5ot  state  cor.  »  "^J  *  ^o*]?  »"  ^^^  *»*^  ^  P'^^^de  for 
rectly  the  law  regardingthe  professor-  uie  choice  of  coroners  from  among  me- 
sh ips  in  the  School  of  Fhysic  in  Ire.  dical  practitioners    exclusively.      This 
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• 

latter  point  may  be  considered  by  some  regulating  it,  for  which  we  are  not 
as  a  disappointment  or  a  gricTance.  aware  that  any  particular  part  of  his  edu- 
We  have  seen  a  notorious  politico-medi-  cation  is  peculiarly  adapted  to  prepaid 
cal  contemporary, —  himself  a  disap-  the  medical  man.  With  this  feeling,  we 
pointed  candidate  for  a  coronership,—  by  no  means  regret  that  our  legislators 
insisting  largely  that  none  but  me-  hare  omitted  to  point  out  practitioners 
dical  men  should  fill  the  office,  (though  of  medicine  as  the  fittest  candidates 
heaven  knows  what  claim  he  has  for  the  office  of  coroner ;  and  those 
on  that  score!)  :  and  we  are  aware  who  turn  their  thoughts  to  the  sub- 
that  it  has  of  late  been  the  opinion  of  ject  will,  we  doubt  not,  agree  with  us, 
several  respectable  persons  that  the  office  that  medical  men  of  any  ability  have 
of  coroner  would  require  for  its  proper  quite  enough  to  occupy  their  time,  aud 
discharge  a  competent  share  of  medical  that  legitimately  and  honorably,  with- 
infoiination.  From  tlie  exclusive  doc-  out  meddling  with  the  business  of  low 
trine  of  our  worthy  contemporaiy  we  lawyers— such  as  the  coroners  of  the 
beg  leave  wholly  to  dissent ;  but  we  are  present  day  usually  are — or  embroiling 
ready  to  allow  that  there  is,  to  a  certain  themselves  with  the  pettifogging  rou- 
degree,  an  appearance  of  reason  in  the  tine  which  commonly  characterizes  the 
opinion  of  the  other  party.  A  com-  proceedings  of  public  inquests.  The 
petent  share  of  medical  knowledge  we  vocation  of  the  medical  man  is  better 
should  think  most  desirable  for  the  displayed  when  he  presents  himself  as 
greater  number  of  our  public  func-  a  witness,  by  whose  enlightened  testi- 
tionaries,  and  for  none,  perhaps,  more  mony  difficulties  are  removed  and  ob- 
thau  for  the  coroner,  of  whose  official  scurities  cleared  up.  In  doing  this 
functions  it  forms  so  large  a  part  to  in-  hitherto,  he  has  been  subject  to  hard- 
quire  into  the  nature  and  manner  of  ships  :  he  has  found  it  burthensome  and 
death  in  doubtful  and  mysterious  cases,  discouraging  to  tender  his  services  be- 
lt does  not,  however,  follow  that  be-  fore  coroners'  courts ;  and  when  he  has 
cause  an  acquaintance  with  medical  been  able  to  escape  from  the  unpleasant 
matters  is  so  likely  to  be  useful  to  the  duty,  he  has  gladly  left  it  to  be  perform- 
coroner,  that  therefore  he  should  be,  ed  by  any  one  else — even  the  incom- 
/larexce/Zenctf,  a  medical  man.  A  mem-  petent  and  the  worthless.  The  chief 
ber  of  the  profession,  it  is  true,  if  he  give  vexation  was,  that  his  valuable  time  was 
up  his  practice,  or  the  greater  part  of  it,  taken  from  him  without  remuneration, 
may  duly  prepare  himselffor  presiding  at  and  generally  without  even  thanks, 
inquests.  Undoubtedly  he  may,  by  a  mo-  This,  however,  will  not  be  the  case  for 
derate  application  to  the  study  of  die  law,  the  future. 

render  himself  a  sufficiently  able  j  udicial  In  the  new  Bill  there  is  a  clause,  which 
investigator.  But  it  must  not  be  forgotten  was  introduced  among  other  amend- 
that  there  is  much  connected  with  the  of-  ments  in  the  progress  of  the  measure 
fice  in  question  that  is  not  medical :  many  through  the  Upper  House.  It  is  as  fol- 
of  the  coroner's  duties  resemble  those  lows: — 

of  the  Sheriff — for  whom,  indeed,  on  «  .    ,     ,             ..•.,. 

_^  .             .         \,     r       \        ^  "And  whereas  at  the  takinir  of  mqui- 

certam  occasions,  he  has   to  act   as  a  ^j^j^^,  ^„  ^^e  bodies  of  perSms  lying 

substitute;    and   above  all,  the  person  dead,  it  is  frequently  necessary,  for  the 

who  acts  in  the  capacity  of  judge  in  a  more    satisfactory  explanation    of   the 

court  of  criminal   inquiry,    should    be  cause  of  the  death  of  such  persons,  that 

.    ^                 \     r  1       1  1  a    post-mortem    examination   of    such 

possessed  of  an  amount  of  legal  know,  yj.^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^j.  ^^^^^ 

ledge  respecting  evidence,  and    a   fa-  be  made  by  some  surgeon  or  other  per- 

milianty  in  the  mode  of  eliciting  and  son  of  the  medical  profession,  and  his 
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evidence  given  on  such  examination :  always  obeyed  when  sought  to  be  pat 

And  whereas  there  is  at  present  no  re-  in  force ;  but  the  very  fact  of  such  a 

muneration  provided  for  such  surireon  or  ^.^^  ^r  ^««^..: v^:^^  •      -:  « 

other  pereon.whenjby  great  dimities  P^,^  ^^  oppression  being  m  existence, 

exist  m  procuring  such  post-moriem  ex-  "»*>*«  ^   ■>«  practised  by  any  coroner 

amiuation  to  be  made  :   Be  it  therefore  who  should  feel  disposed  for  Texatious 

enacted,  that  in  every  case  where  the  harshness,  was  a  grievance  disgraceful 

assistance  of  any  such  surgeon  or  other  ^  ^^  f^^  g^^^jecte  of  a  constitutional 
person,  for  the  purpose  of  such  pott-  ...  j. 

mortem  examination,  and  his  evidence  government— not  to  say  disgusting  and 

thereon,    shall   be    thought   necessary  intolerable  to  the  members  of  a  liberal 

and  required  by  the  coroner  and  jury,  and  enlightened  profession. 

the   constable  of  the    parish  or  place        jbe  last  proviso  of  the  above  clause, 

in  which   such  inquest  shall  be  held  ,  , '^  .  ^/ 

shall,  on  the  direction  of  the  coroner,  however,  by  no  means  pleases  us.     lU 

pay  to  every  such  person,  if  he  shall  purport  is,  that  a  medical  practitioner 

require  it,  a  reasonable  fee  (such   fee  who  shall  have  been  in  attendance  on 

in  no  case  to  exceed  the  sum  of  one  ^^  deceased  pereon  during  his  lifetime, 
pound)  before  he  shall  be  called  upon  ^    ^         ^  ^^  ^  ^    ^^^ 

to  give  his  evidence ;  and  such  sum  ^  ^  .      )r 

so  paid  by  the  constable  shall  be  re-  eBtitled  to  remuneration  for  the  evidence 

imbursed    to    him    out   of  the    funds  he  may  be  called  upon  to  give  at  the 

provided  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  subsequent  inquest.    This,  we  presume, 
such  parish  :  provided  always,  that  such  ^        ^    supposition  that  the  me- 

remuueration  shall  not  be  given  to  any  i'|"^'^*'  wu  w«?  9U|fpvoti.iuu  ■-"'^V.  .      , 

such  person,  where  he  shiOl  be  called  dical  attendant  is  always  sufficiently 

upon  only  to  give  evidence  as  the  medi-  remunerated  for    his  professional  ser- 

cal  attendant  of  such  deceased  person  y^ces,  and  that  therefore  he  can  very 

during  his  lifetime,  or  at  the  Ume  of  his  ^^jj  ^^^^  ^  ^^^  j^j^  ^^j^^^^  ^^  ^^ 

inquest  for  nothing.    But  the  framers 

Although  there  is  nothing  in  this  clause  of  the  Bill  labour  here  under  a  great 

particularly  striking  or  dazzling  at  first  mistake  ;  for,  generally  speaking,    we 

sight,  in  the  way  of  '*  boon"  to  the  profes .  may  be  bold  to  aver,  that  in  perhaps  not 

sion,  yet  it  contains  matter  of  much  mo-  one  out  of  ^hj  of  the  cases  in  which 

ment,  inasmuch  as  it  recognizes  and  esta^  inquests  occur,  are  the  medical  atten- 

blishes  the  right  of  medical  men  to  re-  dants  paid  for  the  exercise  of  their  art. 

muneration,  when  called  upon  to  give  It  may  happen,  indeed,  in  cases  of  sui- 

their  professional  aid  on  inquiries  touch-  cide  occurring  in  high  life,  and  where 

ing  the  cause  of  death.    The  amount  of  fatal  accidents  have  happened  to  per- 

remuneratiou,  it  is  true,  is  humble  in  sons  of  quality,  that  the  aid  tendered 

the  last  degree,  yet  still  it  is  gratifying  by  the  professional  man  is  remembered 

that  the  principle  of  treating  medical  even   in  the  hour  of  trouble,  and  that 

practitioners  as  if  they  were  the  slaves  his    fairly-earned    honorarium   la   not 

of  an  arbitrary  government,  is  hence-  withheld  from  him.    But  where  the  in- 

forth  abolished.    It  was  an  odious,  and  digent  wretched  are,  as  they  are  most 

in  some  sort  a  tyrannical  power,  which  likely  to  be,    the   subjects  on   whom 

the  coroner  hitherto  possessed,  of  calling  medical  assistance  is  bestowed  in  the 

upon  any  professional  man,  no  matter  moment  of  danger,  is  it  reasonable  that 

how  high  his  rank,  or  how  engrossing  to    the   hardship   of   rendering    those 

his  avocations,  to  attend  an  inquest,  and  services  gratuitously   should  be  added 

give  his  opinion  on  whatever  subject  the  nuisance  of  being  obliged  to  at- 

appeared  to  that  officer  to  require  such  tend    an  inquest,   and  give  evidence, 

elucidation.     We  do  not  say  that  the  without  even  a  hope  of  remuneration  ? 

power  was  oflen  exercised  in  a  tyranni.  We   think  that  those  who  framed  this 

cal  or  oppressive  manner,  or  that  it  was  part  of  the  clause  must  have  had  parish 


TUHOaS, 

By  Mr.  Bbodie. 
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surgeons,  or  some  other  salaried  func-  <*<>>»»  ^e  are  not  prepared  to  saj ;  nor 

donaries,  in  view,  and  only  thought  of  ^^^^}^  ^^  ^eel  warranted  in  giving  any 

deaths  occurring  in  the  workhouse ;  for  opm^on. 

otherwise  we  cannot  see  a  shadow  of  We  have  only  to  add,  that  the  Bill  is 

justice  in  the  enacting  of  such  a  pro-  at  present  iiWftiKpassed-heing  delayed 

vision.  ^y  ^  mefc  point  of  form.     The  Com- 

.  But  there  is  stiU,  we  suspect,  a  mode  "^ons  are  desirous  of  having  it  clearly 

of  escaping  the  unpleasantness  of  this  ar-  expressed  in  the  Bill  that  the  coroner's 

rangement,  and  of  frustrating  the  nig-  »«  »»  open  court;  a  clause  which  the 

gardly  scheme  of  the  managers  of  the  ^^^   dispensed  with   as  superfluous, 

BiU.  Itwould  seem  to  us,  that,  according  ^^^^  ^^  measure  was  hefore    them, 

to  the  general  tenor  of  the  clause,  a  post-  ^he  consent  of  their  lordships  is  expect- 

mortem  examination  must  be  paid  for  in  ^^"  ^^y  (Friday,  the  8th). 

all  cases ;  and  surely  there  are  few  in-    — — 

stances  in  which  a  conscientious  opinion  gj^  GEORGE^S  HOSPITAL. 

can  be  pronounced,  relative  to  the  cause  

of  death,  without  an  inspection  of  the  clinical  observations  on  fatty 

body.     If  the  medical  man   be  called 
on,  like  any  other  witness,  to  speak  to 

some  matter  of  fact  connected  with  the  Mr.  Brodie  removed  two  tumors  of  this 

circamstances  of  the  death  which  are  in-  description,  one  l^ing  on  the  dorsum  of 

vestigated,  he  must,  of  course,  give  his  Jj®  ^P'!^?J^^^  °"^°'  ^^^  <^^«r  occupying 

^     .^        '          J.    I               1         '  .  the  same  situation  m  a  woman.    After  the 

tcsUmony,  as  a  duty  he  owes  to  society  operaUons,  Mr.  Brodie  made  the  following 

and  the  laws  of  his  country ;  but  if  it  observations. 

be  bis  professional  opinion  which  is  re-  .  Af  ,f5*^7,    ^^  ''^    other  operations,  I 

.    j^             ■,     .          .           ,.«,  shall  take  the  opportunity  which  IS  offered, 

quired,  he  stands  in  quite  a  diflerent  by  your  being  here  assembled,  to  say  a 

position ;— he  is  just  as  fully  entitled  to  few  words  in  illustration  of  the  nature, 

bis  fee,  in  this  case,  as  the  lawyer  who  ''''tf^l  and  treatment  of  fatty  tumors. 

.1.          1.          .J.        ni          u  °"^"  ^°™or8  as  those  which  I  have  just 

examineshim,orthepresidingofficer,who  removed  are  of  venr  common  occurrence. 

cannot  satisfy  the  jury  without  availing  They  are  composed  of  fat,  but  it  is  finer, 

u;.n.^ir  r.f  k;o  *«.»r^<,o;^n^i  «wi      t«  *i.o  more  delicate,  and  of  a  looser  texture,  than 

himself  of  his  professional  aid.     In  the  ^^^.^^  ^^^'     ^^^^  ^  ^^^^j^  '^^^^^ 

last  resort,  however— and  supposing  his  lying  immediately  under  the  common  in- 
just  and  equitable  rights  denied  him—  teguments,  but  not  always,for  I  have  occa- 

«»i..r  »,.«  i.^  n^*  ;«»;»♦  ««  4i«<i  n^»^o.;«»  "onally  known  them   to  be  deep-seated 

why  may  he  not  insist  on  the  necessity  ^^^^^  ^muscles.      They   are   always  im- 

of  examining  the  body,  and  demand  his  bedded  in  ordinary  fat;  so  that  under  the 

fee,  before  he  utters  a  syllable  of  his  «kin  of  the  penis,  scrotum,  and  eye-lids, 

evidence?    This  is  ob.iously  the  pro-  TX'&^.^e^Z^n^xiir  ut^ 

per  way  in  which  to  act.  they  are  of  spontaneous  origin  j  by  which, 

We  perceive  that  the  Bill  does  not  of  course,  I  mean  nothing  more  than  that 

.A.i^c     *i     J     -Ti     J      T     ♦u^  ^«  do  not  see  the  cause  on  which  they 

extend  to  ScoUand  or  Ireland.     In  the  ^^^^^    j^  ^^^  instances  they  seem  tJ 

former,  there  are  no  coroners ;  inquisi'  arise  from  long  continued  pressure,  and  in 

tions  regarding  the  cause  of  death  are  others  they  follow  a  slight  accident.    A 

.     ^  J  ^,          .                           ^  gentleman  consulted  me  concerning  a  fatty 

conducted  there,  in  many  respects,  on  J^^^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^p^^  ^^^  shoul&r.    Hi 

a  much  better  principle  than  they  are  told  me  that  some  years  ago,  in  making  a 

here  ;  while  in  Ireland,  we  believe,  the  «adden  effort  with  his  arm,  he  experienced 

•  1.A     /•       j«    1            ^                     Ai  a  sensation  as  if  something  had  cracked  or 

ngbt  of  medical  men  to  remuneration  ^urst  near  his  shoulder,  and  that  very  soon 

lor  their  evidence  on  inquests,  has  long  afterwards,  exactly  in  the  spot  to  which 

been  recognized  and  respected.    Whe-  **»"  sensation  had  been  referred,  he  dis- 

.              "       ,          ,       '^        .  .            -  covered  a  small  tumor,  which  gradually 

ther  or  not  the    other    provisions    of  increased  to  a  very  large  size.    A  lady, 

th«  Bill  be  desirable  in  the  sister  king-  whom  I  have  lately  seen,  has  what  appears 
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to  be  a  small  fatty  tumor,  also  in  the  pened  in  my  own  practice.    The  case  to 

neighbourhood  of  the  shoulder,  of  which  which  I  allude  was  that  of  a  gentleman 

she  gives  a  history  similar  to  that  which  I  whose  case  I  hare  already  mentioned,  and 

haFc  just  related.  who  felt  something  giTc  way  near   bis 

If  you  examine  one  of  these  tumors,  you  shoulder  just  before  me  tumor  appeared, 

find,  as  I  haye  already  mentioned,  that  it  The  tumor  was  large,  and  the  cyst  adhered 

is  composed  of  fat,  a  little  differing  in  its  more  closely  than  usual  to  the  surronnd- 

characters  from  the  fat  which  is  of  ori-  ing  parts;  and  I  hare  no  doubt  that  the 

ginal  formation.     It  is  inclosed  in  a  thin  recurrence  of  the  disease  was  to  be  attii- 

membranous  cyst,  closely  adhering  to  the  butod  to  some  small  portion  or  portions  of 

substance   of  the  tumor  by  its  internal  the  tumor  not  having  been  remoyed  in  the 

surface,  and  more  or  less  firmly  adhering  first  opciation.    The  second  opention  waa 

to  the  surrounding  parts  by  its  internal  sur-  yery  troublesome,  on  account  of  the  dose 

face.  If  the  tumor  be  of  moderate  size,  and  attachment  of  the  tumor  to  the  cicatrix ; 

it  has  not  been  subjected'  to  the  influence  but  it  waa  successful,  the  patient  haying 

of  pressure,  this  external  adhesion  is  gene-  liyed  for  seyeral  years  afterwards  without 

rally  yery  slight;    but  if  the  tumor  has  the  tumor  being  regenerated, 

obtained  a  large  size,  or  it  has  been  much  In  removing  one  of  these  tumors,  yoar 

compressed,  the  adhesion  becomes  yery  firm  best  mode  of  proceeding  is  to  make  a  tree 

and  close.  incision  at  once  into  its  substance.    Yon 

For  these  tumors  I  know  of  no  remedy  will  then  see  yery  distinctly  the  mem- 

but  excision.    But  here,  of  course,  two  branous  cyst,  by  which  it  is  enyeloped; 

questions    arise:  •  first,   will    any  harm  and  as  this  adheres  dotely  to  the  tumor, 

arise  if  such  a  tumor  be  allowed  to  re-  and  but  loosely  to  the  surrounding  parts, 

main ;  and  secondly,  is  it  liable  to  re-  you  may  in  many  instances  complete  the 

turn,  as  malignant  tumora  are  liable  to  operation  with  your  fingers;  having  no 

return,  after  the  operation  ?  occasion  to  use  the  scalpel,  except  at  one 

In  answer  to  the  first  of  these  questions  point,  where  the  principal  blood-yessels  of 

it  noav  be  observed,  that  these  tumors  often,  the  tumor  penetrate  into  it.    In  other 

and  indeed  generally,  continue  to  grow  cases,  however,  a  more  elaborate  dissection 

until  they  become  annoying  to  the  patient  is  necessary,  in  consequence  of  the  cyst 

ftom  their  bulk,  as  well  as  from  the  de-  having  contracted  a  firm  adhesion  to  the 

formity  which  they  occasion.    But  this  is  parts  m  Uie  neiffhbourhood. 

not  all :  I  have  known  suppuration  to  take  There  is  another  kind  of  fatty  tumor  of 

place,  and  a  large  abscess  to  be  formed  in  much  more  rare  occurrence  than  those  oC 

the  centre  of  the  tumor.    This  had  oc-  which  I  have  just  spoken,  in  which  there  is 

cnrred  in  a  patient,  who  was  admitted  an  unnatural  deposit  of  fat  in  one  or  more 

some  years  ago  into  this  hospital,  with  a  parts  of  the  body,  but  not  inclosed  in  a  dis- 

lai^  fatty  tumor,  weighing  several  pounds,  tinct  cyst,  having  no  well-defined  boundary, 

situated  on  the  back,  between  Uie  shoul-  and  wnich,  therefore,  cannot  be  removed 

ders.    The  abscess  had  burst,  and  there  by  an  operation.    If  yon  were  to  cut  down 

was  a  constant  and  profuse  discharge  from  on  one  of  these  tumon,  you  would  not 

it  of  pus  mixed  with  oleaginous  fluid.  Of  know  what  was  natural  structure,   and 

course  an  abscess  of  this  kind  cannot  be  what  was'diseased  structure ;  what  ought, 

healed,  and  the  removal  of  the  tumor  is,  and  what  ought  not  to  be  taken  away, 

under  such  circumstances,  a  matter,  not  .Toa  may,  however,  do  much  in  these  cases 

of  choice,  but  of  necessity.  by  means  of  medioil  treatment.    The  so- 

I  remember  to  have  heard  Sir  Astley  lution  of  pure  potash,  or  Uie  liquor  potttMr, 

Cooper  observe,  that  he  had  reason  to  be-  exercises  a  very  benelBcial  influence  over 

lieve  that  tumors  which  were  originally  the  disease.    I  have  known  some  cases  in 

composed  of  fat,  sometimes  become  con.  which  this  unnatural  deposit  of  fat  be- 

verted  into  tumors  of  a  malignant  kind ;  came  almost  entirely  absorbed  under  the 

and  I  once  removed  a  tumor  in  which  it  use  of  this  medicine.    The  following  will 

appeared  to  me  that  such  a  conversion  of  serve  as  an  example.    A  poor  fellow  was 

its  structure  was  taking  place.    When  the  under  my  care,  as  an  out-patient  of  the 

tumor,  to  which  I  allude,  was  divided  with  hospital,  with  some  large  tumors  of  this 

a  knife,  the  greater  part  of  its  substance  kind  in  his  neck ;  one  in  front,  making  an 

seemed  to  be    composed    of  fat,  but    of  enormous  double  dhin;   and  two  ouen 

greater  firmness    and    more   dense    than  proiecting  at  the  posterior  part;  one  below 

usual,  and  in  certain  spots  there  were  de-  and  behind  each  ear.    He  said  that  they 

posits  approachinff  very  nearly  to  the  ap-  gave  him  no  pain,  but  tiiat  they  were  a 

pearanceof  medullary  substance.  very  serious  calamity  in  other  respects. 

With  respect  to  the  other  point — ^namely.  He  was  by  occupation  a  Kcntleman's  Bef^ 

the  liability  of  these  tumors  to  return— I  vant,  and  his  strange  and  grotesque  ap* 

may  say,  that  I  am  not  aware  of  more  pearance  was  such  that  no  one  wotud  hire 

than  a  single  instance  in  which  this  hap-  nim.     I    gave    him     the    iiquor  poUatg, 
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gradually  increasing  the  dose,  until  be  and  projecting  into  it  as  the  testicle  pro- 
took  as  much  as  a  drachm  three  times  iects  into  the  cavity  of  the  tunica  vagutalu. 
daily.  Under  this  treatment,  which  was  These  tumors  are  of  a  small  size,  and  se- 
continued  for  ei^^ht  or  nine  months,  with  Tend  may  exist  in  different  parts  of  the 
some  occasional  intermissions,  the  tumors  body.  I  mention  them  merely  as  a  matter 
became  reduced  to  about  one-fourth  of  their  of  curiosity,  as  I  cannot  undertake  to  point 
original  size,  and  this  without  the  smallest  out  the  marks  by  which  they  ma?  be  dis- 
iojuiy  to  the  general  health,  and  not  much  tingnished  from  other  tumors  in  the  Uving 
loss  of  flesh  generally.  It  might  be  one  person. 
or  two  years  after  this,  that,  in  Wsiting  a 

prifate  patient  in  Mortimer-Street,  this 

man  open^  the  door ;  and  when  he  saw 

me,  said,  «  Sir,  I  must  thank  you  for  the  CLINICAL   OBSERVATIONS, 

cure  which  you  made  of  my  complaints. 

I   have  continued  qjiite  well,  and  have  By  Mk.  Cjesar  Hawkins, 

been  in  senrice  ever  since  1  left  the  bos-  i*  o.  r>        >   rr     •<  i 

pitaL"     There  is  another  ciroumstance  in  -**  *'•  ^^S'  »  noqntal. 

this  case  which  is  worthy  of  being  no-  

tioed.    At  one  time,  while  there  was  an  ,    ^          /•  ^l    t>      «   « 

intermission   in  the  use  of  the  potash,  I'  ^*"^'^  %.  'J*  ?,''«"^  ^^' 

Igayethe  patient  the  tincture  of  iodine.  *•  iS^"^/ -   ttY     i'.^    r      •     ,j 

The  consequence  was,  that  he  became  «-  ^'  P^^R^^^c  Ulcer  rf  the  Face  m  old  per^ 

nerally  rery  much  emaciated,  while  Die  .    /,*'"''       ^           2-  .i    r«          .  ht 

tumon  grew  Uiger,  and  continued  to  do  f  Canr«rotM  Tuman  of  the  Fact  and  Note. 

so,  until  tiie  iodine  was  discontinued.  ^'  ^"^  ^  '*^  ^  ^  ^^• 

There  is  a  third  kind  of  fatty  tumor.  There  Is  scareely  any  subject,  perhaps, 

which  never  attains  a  large  size,  but  which  which,  considering  the   present  state  of 

exists  in  combination  with  others  of  the  surgery,  is  so  litue  understood,  as  to  its 

same  kind,  in  Tarious  parts  of  the  bod^.  causes  and  different  forms,  as  cancer.    It 

You  find  them  under  the  integumentB,  in  is,  indeed,  but  a  few  years  since  all  hard 

the  arms,  back,  or  anywhere  else,  varying  swellings  of  every  sort  were  classed  toge. 

from  the  size  of  a  pea  to  that  of  a  small  ther   under  the  name  of  scirrhus ;    and 

walnut ;  and  sometimes  ten,  or  twenty,  or  this  term  being  also  used  for  the  early 

even  more  than  that,  in  number.    If  you  state  of  cancer,  a  conftision  was  introduced 

dissect  out  one  of  these  tumors,  you  find  it  which  led  to  the  consideration  of  every 

composed  chiefly  of  fatty  matter;  but  it  is  hardness,  even  the  most  innocent,  as  a  ma- 

of  a  much  more  firm  and  dense  structure  llgnant  disease.  Nor  is  the  distinction  even 

than    the   common  fatty  tumor.      It  is  now  understood  on  the  Continent,  for  you 

manifestiy    absurd    to    attempt   to    re-  will  find  persons  of  eminence  removing  the 

move  these  tnroon  b^  operation.    There  neck  of  the  uterus,  for  what  they  call 

would  be  no  end  to  doing  so,  as  one  forms  scirrhus  of  that  oigan,  in  young  women 

after  another,  and  thev  evidentiv  depend  of  18  or  20,  some  of  whom  have  subse. 

on  a  peculiar  state  of  the  general  mtem  $  quentiy  borne  children ;  the  real  disease 

berides  which,  you  may  get  rid  of  them  by  having,  of  course,  been  only  that  hardness 

other  means.    The  medicine  which  I  have  which  is  produced  by  inflammation,  and 

just  mentioned,  that  is,  the  liquor  potau^f  which  is  perfectly  curable  without  such  an 

should  be  given  to  the  patient  in  laige  operation  as  this. 

doses ;  and  when  it  has  been  taken  for  Much  progress  has,  indeed,  of  late  been 

about  a  month  or   six  weeks,   or  even  made  by  the  distinction  between  the  class 

sooner,  the  tumors  will  become  lessened  in  of  ftingoid  tumors  and  cancer.     Turoon 

size,  and  at  last  they  will  entirely  dis-  which  were  at  first  called  soft  cancer  by 

appear.  many  surgeons,  and  which  were  supposed  by 

There  is  still  another,  that  is,  a  fourth  Sir  Evererd  Home  to  be  cancer  of  muscu- 

variety  of  fatty  tumor,  which  is  of  veiry  lar  structure,  but  which  are  now  under- 

rare  occurrence  indeed.      The  tumor  is  stood  to  belong  to  a  distinct  genus,  having 

composed  of  a  very  dense  and  solid  fat,  co-  at  least  three  different  species — the  mela- 

vered  by  a  very  thin  and  smooth  mem-  noid,  hspmatoid,  and  encephaloid.    Cancer 

brane.    But  the  membrane  is  not  simple,  and  fungous   tumon  are,  indeed,  allied 

like  that  of  the  common  fatty  tumor,  but  to  each  other;    so  that  the  two    struc- 

reflected  like  the  peritoncumj  or  pleura,  or  tures  may  be  found  together,  or  a  tumor  of 

tunica  vaginalis.    When  you  cot  down  on  one  kind  removed  in  any  part  may  be  fol- 

the  tumor,  you  first  expose  a  cavity  formed  lowed,  in  the  same  place,  by  another  of 

by  the    external    layer  of  this  reflected  the  opposite  kind.    Even  the  local  cancer 

membrane,  and  you  find  the  tumor  co-  of  the  scrotum  may  be  succeeded  by  fuu- 

vered  by  the  internal  layer  of  the  mem-  gus  hsmatodes;  lor  a  case  of  chimney- 

brane,  attached  to  one  side  of  the  cavity,  sweepers'  chancer  baa  been  published  by 
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Mr.  Langstaff,  which  was  operated  upon,  otbcr  luuid,  I  bad  a  patient  under  my  cmre 

and  the  patient  died  with  fungus  hanna-  &ree  weeks,  for  another  complaint,  before 

todes  of  the  os  innominatnm  wad  lumbar  riie  eren  mentioned  to  me  that  she  had 

glands  and  liver.    Still,  notwithttttiding  bad  cancer  of  one  breast  for  twen^  je^n, 

their  n^*mi«i*,  tbeieave  many  particulars,  which  had  been  ulcerated  twelve  jear*; 

besides  their  stmctm,  in  which  the  two  so  slow  had  been  its  progress,  and  so  little 

kinds  of  disMse  differ    materially    from  suffering  had  she  experienced.   Someyettrs 

each  otiier,  and  which  influence  our  prac-  afterwards,  a  similar  tumor  formed  in  the 

tice.    It  is  to  British  surgery  exclusively  other  breast,   with    enlaigement  of   the 

that  we  are  indebted  for  this  distinction,  axillary  glands. 

(and  especially  to  the  labours  of  Hey,  and        You  have  also  had  the  opportunity  of 

Abemethy,  and  Waidrop) ;  a  distinction  contrasting  this  disease,  as  it  affected  the 

vrhich  is  even  yet  so  little  comprehended  uterus,  in  two  patients,  in  contiguous  beds, 

by  our  continental  brethren,  that  a  com-  In  the  one,  who  died  very  recently,  the 

mon  vascular  nasvns  is  called  by  the  name  bladder  having  been  destroyed  to  a  oonsi. 

of  fungus  hematodes, — the  only  point  in  derable  extent  before  her  death,  you  saw 

common  being  the  liability  te  hemorrhage,  the  most  dreadful   suffering  for  a  lonff 

But  while  a  good  deal  has  been  done  time;  her  countenance  not  only  shewed 

with  regard  to  fungoid  diseases,  much  less  how  acute  her  pain  must  have  been,  but 

progress  seems  to  me  to  have  been  made  in  had  the  exact  expression  and  appearance 

our  knowledge  of  cancerous  complaints,  which  cancer  usually  produces.     In  the 

though  there  are,  probably,  at  feast  as  other,  Sophia  Purchase,  who  came  into 

many  species  of  cancer  as  of  Aingus,  dif  ■  the  hospital  when  nearly  djring  of  hssmor. 

fering  from  each  other  in  their  origin  and  rhage  from  the  cancerous  tumor  of  the 

appearance,  in  their  symptoms  and  pro-  uterus,  some  months  ago,  there  has  been, 

ji^ress,  the  course  of  whicn  ought  to  be  till  lately,  scarcely  any  pain,  and  her  conn- 

distinguished  from  each  other,  as  requiring  tenance  throughout  has  been  calm  and  re. 

a  different  line  of  treatment :  some  cases  signed,  without  any  ether  appearance  than 

being  attended  with  much  new  structure,  that  of  extreme  paleness  from  loss  of  blood, 

others    with    scarcely  any  tumor ;  some  Now,  indeed,  she  suffers  a  good  deal ;  but 

being  extremely  painful,otberscausing  very  it  is  not  so  much  (h>m  the  cancer  of  the 

little  suffering;  in  some  the  constitution  uterus  as  from  the  bowels,  which  are  irri- 

beine  highly  impregnated  with  the  noison,  tated,  and  in  a  state  of  frequent  diarrhoea, 

in  othersthe  disease  seeming  nearly  local.  because  the  ulceration  has  destroyed  the 

Yon  may  have  watched  with  advantage  front  of  the  rectum,  and  made  it  one  cavity 

the  case  of  Sophia  Green,  with  cancer  of  with  the  vagina. 

the  breast;  in  whom  an  immense  mass        It  is  evident,  then,  that  the  differences  I 

of  hard  tumor  involves  the  gland  and  all  the  allude  to  do  not  arise  merely  from  the  par> 

neighbouring  structures,  the  skin  is  studded  ticolar  organ  or  structure  wbieh  is  the  seat 

with  numerous  cancerous  tubercles,  and  of  the  cancer,  since  the  course  of  the  dis- 

the  glands,  both  in  the  axilla  and  the  ease  is  so  different  in  the  same  oivan. 

neck,  are  enlarged  with  the  same  disease.  Neither  does  the  degree  of  pain  depend  on 

You  have  seen  her  suffering  in  the  most  the  mind  and  temper  only,  though,  no 

frightful  manner,  from  pain  in  the  tumor,  doubt,  this  is  capable  of  producing  some 

which  is  extensively  ulcerated,  sloughy, and  difference ;  nor  does  the  different  progress 

bleeding.    You    see    her  exhausted  and  of  the  complaint  arise  merely  from  an 

nearly  dying,  chiefly  from  incessant  vomit-  original  difference  of  constitution,  though 

ing  and  obstinate  constipation,  making  it  some  influence  is  probably  derived  from 

not  improbable  that  some  part  of  the  ali.  this  ciroumstance  also.     What  I  wish  yon 

mentary  canal  is  obstnictea  with  a  cance-  to  understand  is,  that  in  the  same  struc- 

rous  tumor;  and  from  some  symptoms  of  ture,  (the  bi«ast,  for  instance,  where  you 

incessant  pain  in  the  neck  and  head,  and  can  most  easily  watch  its  course),  and  in 

inability  to  move  her  head  without  hold-  persons  apparently  of  the  same  constitn- 

ing  it  with  her  hands,  it  seemed,  at  the  tion,  you  will  meet  with  four  or  five  dif. 

time    of    her    admission,    not    unlikely  ferent  kinds  of  cancerous  tumor;  so  that, 

that  even  the  vertebne  of  the  neck  might  if  you  see  any  one  of  them  in  its  early 

be  affected  with  the  disease  *.      On  the  stage,  you  can  anticipate,  to  a  certain  ex- 

'  tent,  what  will  be  its  course,  its  appear- 

•  This  womta  wu  examined  after  the  lecture,  ance  at  another  period,  its  comparative  ra- 

»a  Mr.  Hawklni  found  that  ahe  had  died  on  the — — ._- __ _^ 

preceding  night,  and  beaidea  the  local  diacaae  pelvis,  pressed  upon  and  obstructed  the  recluoBt 
mentioned  in  the  lecture,  which  had  softened  two  as  it  loy  Just  In  the  angle  between  them.  The 
of  the  rlbe  below  it,  It  was  as<;ertained  that  there  lumbar  glands  were  also  enlarged  and  pulpy.  The 
was  a  tumor  tn  each  ovarium,  conalsting  of  seve-  6flh  cer?ical  vertebra  had  some  Irregnlar  bony 
ral  cysts  of  fluid,  communicating  with  the  fallo-  projections  from  Its  body,  and  In  the  Istcrior  were 
plan  tubes,  which  were  disteuded  with  a  brown,  some  ceils  of  bloody  fluid,  which  Mr.  Hawkins 
tsh  semifluid  substance,  while  the  uterus  itself  was  inclined  to  think  might  be  the  result  of  can- 
was  healthy.  These  tuiuors,  filling  the  brim  of  the  cer  in  the  bone. 
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■piditjfy  or  ita  influence  upon  the  system ;  part  of  the  body.    If,  therefore,  the  thick- 

so  that  vou  will  be  guided  by  this  know-  ening  or  ulcer  be  removed  by  the  knife, 

ledge  in  having  recourse  to  an  operation,  with  the  whole  of  the  basis  or  new  struc- 

OT  abstaining  from  it  tore,  the  patient  may  be  considered  quite 

At  the  same  time,  yon  are  no  doubt  safe  from  any  return  of  the  disease,  either 

aware  that  malignant  diseases  arc  really  in  the  same  part  or  elsewhere.    But  if,  on 

much  influenced  by  structure  and  texture,  the  contrary,  the  disease  be  irritated  by 

acme  parts  being,  for  instance,  more  liable  caustic  or  other  means,  which  do  not  era- 

to  one  form  than  the  other;  so  that  cancer  dicate    this    basis,  the  patient  may    be 

is  common  in  the  breast,  and  fungous  hae-  <^uickly  carried  off,  with  frightful  destmc 

matodes  rare;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  tion  of  the  cheek,  and  eyelids  and  note, 

fHingous  diseases  of  the  testis   are   fre-  and  much  constitutional  distnrfaaDoe. 

qnently  met  with,  and  cancer  is  scarcely  3.  The  next  case  may  be   called  the 

ever  seen  in  that  organ.    So  again,  fun-  otmeemu  tutnor  of  the  fan  tf  old  jieranu,    I 

gus  hasmatodes  of  a  muscle,  or  other  soft  say  of  the  iiue,  becauae  I  nave  not  seen  it 

texture,  runs  a  somewhat  difiierent  oonive  elaavliere;  and  I  call  it  cancerous  tumor, 

from  the  same  diseasein  a  bone;  and  canoer  hflcanae  it  is  not  like  the  more  usual  form 

is  modified  according  as  it  occurs  in  tlie  of  cancer  of  the  skin,  though  it  has  partly 

breast,  or  stomadi.  or  uterus.    In  the  akin  the  appearance  of  canoer,  as  it  is  some- 

eapecially,  you  will  see  in  general  a  con-  times  met  with.    In  its  early  stage  there 

ftiderable  dmeiieDoe  in  its  appearance  and  appears  to  be  a  little  round  tumor  in  the 

progveas,  and  degree  of  malignancv,  from  substance  of  the  cutis,  which  is  for  a  long 

cancer  in  other  parts  of  the  body ;  and  time  indolent,  and  without  pain,  and  si- 

even  different  parts  of  the  skin  seem  to  be  tuated  very  often  on  the  prominence  of  the 

to  a  certain  extent,  difierently  affected.  malar  bone,  or  centre  of  the  cheek.    At 

I  will  now  proceed  to  consider  some  last  the  surface  ulcerates,  and  a  prominent 

affections  of  the  akin  of  the  face,  in  whicJi  mass  of  firm  florid  red  granulations  arises 

1  think  you  will  see  three  different  dis-  from  the  surface,  to  the  height  of  an  inch 

eases,  all  ultimately  fatal,  if  left  to  them-  or  more,  much  larger  than  the  tumor  be- 

aelvea,  and  all  frequently  apoken  of  under  neath,  and  overlapping  the  skin  around 

the  name  of  canoer,  or  little  distinguished  iL    This  fVingous  projection  preserves  its 

from  each  oiher,  though  really  requiring  circular  or  oval  form,  disohaiges  a  thin, 

to  be  understood  in  practice.  but  not  unhealthy  pus ;  but  becomes,  to- 

1.  The  first  I  have  been  accustomed  wards  this  period,  very  painful,  the  pain 
in  my  lectures  to  call  the  phagedenic  being  of  a  lancinating  kind. 
uUer  tf  the  face  (f  old  penon$.  It  ia  an  Here  is  a  drawing,  taken  from  W.  Stand- 
ulcer  generally  seen  at  the  angle  be*  fast,  who  is  now  in  the  house  for  a  return 
tween  the  cheek  and  nose,  or  in  the  of  this  complaint;  and  this  is  the  prepara- 
inner  anfle  of  the  eye,  the  surfkce  of  tion  of  the  tumor,  after  ita  removal, 
which  is  dark  and  shining,  never  deep  or  Another  plate  and  preparation  before  you, 
painful,  never  bleeding  or  forming  a  tu-  will  show  vou  the  disease  when  somewhat 
moor  in  the  skin  around  it,  or  from  its  larger  In  size,  but  still  preserving  ita  cha- 
Burface,  and  not  secreting  the  foetid  dis-  racteristic  appearancs,  in  a  ^tient  who 
charge  of  cancer.  As  I  have  not  latelv  was  also  in  the  hospital  last  year.  This 
had  an  example  of  it  at  the  hospital,  kind  of  tumor  seems  to  possess  a  second 
I  will  not  now  dwell  upon  it  further;  degree  of  malignancy;  it  contaminates 
but  refer  you  to  a  very  good  account  of  the  surrounding  parts,  which  are  gradually 
it,  recently  published  in  the  Dublin  Hos.  converted  into  a  structure  similar  to  the 

Sital  Reports,  bv  Dr.  Jacob.  Dr.  Jacob  original  tumor;  and  it  now  and  then,  but 
oea  not  seem,  nowever,  to  be  aware,  of  not  often,  affects  the  absorbent  glands : 
what  I  believe  is  the  case,  that  this  ulcer  this  is  perhaps  the  case  in  Standfast;  but 
possesses  this  character  of  malignancy,—  it  does  not,  as  far  as  I  know,  affect  the  rest 
that  there  is  a  new  structure  formed,  at  of  the  system  as  cancer  of  the  lip  does ; 
first  like  a  small  excrescence  in  the  cutis,  and  even  to  a  late  period  the  disease  differs 
not  elevated  like  a  wart,  but  rather  flat,  in  appearance  from  cancer,  as  it  is  usually 
tened  like  a  mole ;  the  remains  of  which  seen  in  the  skin,  not  having  the  peculiar 
may  even  afterwards  be  traced  in  some  fcetorandwaterydischarge,  and  not  bleed- 
parts  below  the  ulcer,  in  the  shape  of  a  thin  ing  and  sloughing,  with  the  ragged  foul 
layer  of  dark -brown  substance,  evidently  hollow  centre^  observed  in  that  form  of 
distinct  from  the  ulcer  and  from  the  sur-  disease. 

rounding  parts.    It  posseaaea,  however,  aa  [There  were  two  caata  on  the  table,  il- 

far  as  I  know,  the  very  lowest  degree  of  lustrating  this  difference ;  one  of  a  large 

malignancy ;  so  that  the  glands  are  not  at  prominent  tumor  on  the  nose  and  cheek, 

any  time  enlarged,  nor  is  any  contamina-  in  a  florid,  healthy  countenance ;  the  other 

tion  of  the  system  evinced  by  the  appear-  of  a  foul,  ragged,  everted  ulcer,  opening 

ancc  of  malignant  disease  in  any  other  into  the  nostril^,  with  the  characteristic 
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appearance  of  a  cancerons  disease,  both  in  at  the  .tipie  of  the  operation,  from  the 

the  part  and  in  the  countenance  of  the  quantity  of  fat  which  surroanded  it,  and 

patient,  from  whom  the  cast  had  been  covered* the  main  portion  of  the  little  tu- 

taken ;  alUiough  both  patients  died  of  their  mor.    Hence  then  the  unsoccessful  result 

respective  forms  of  complaint  not  long  of  the  case:  it  has  procured  you,  howerer, 

after  the  casts  were  taken,  when  attending  the  opportunity  of  watching  the  farther 

the  hospital.]  progress. 

Possessing,  then,  this  low  degree  of  malig-        It  was  my  wish,  when  he  came  back  in 

nancy,  you  may  remove  the  tumor,  with  a  October,  to  have  again  removed  the  tumor, 

reasonable  prospect  that  it  will  not  return,  with  the  portion  of  the  malar  bone  to 

provided  no  portion  of  the  tumor  be  left  which   it  was  then  attached ;  but  he  re. 

behind :   it  is  generally  confined  to  the  fused    the    operation.    The    tumor  then 

skin,  and  scarcely  projects  below  it ;  and  went  on  increasing  slowly,  and  becoming 

the  skin  around  the  tumor  has  no  root  ex-  more  painful ;  the  skin  ulcerated  in  the 

tending  into  it,  as  the  parts  around  a  can-  centre,  and  the  probe  passed  in  to  some 

cerous  tumor  of  the  lip,  and  still  more  of  depth,  and  he  was  readmitted  into  the 

the  breast,  so  often  have.    The  patient  is  hospital  in  January  of  the  present  year. 

not  quite  safe,  therefore,  but  nearly  so.  At  this  time  the  tumor  was  intimatelj 

The  old  man  from  whom  Mr.  Babington  connected  with  the  bone;  it  was  divided 

removed  this  tamor  remains,  I  believe,  free  into  two  portions,  one  of  which  projected 

from  the  disease,  though  some  apprehcn-  outwards  more  than  the  other,  and  was  ul- 

sion  was  at  one  time  entertained  of  a  re-  cerated,  with  a  deep  hole  in  the  centrp, 

turn  in  the  wound.     Why,  then,  has  the  discharging  a  watery  pus.    Around  this 

disease  returned  in  Standfast  ?  the  skin  was  loose  and  (edematous,  as 

This  man  was  admitted,  at  the  age  of  when  he  was  in  the  hospital  before,  but 

seventv-nine,  July  10th  of  last  year,  with  was  apparently  sound.    The  outer  portion 

a  small  tumor  on  the  right  cheek,  just  over  of  the  tumor  raised  the  skin,  but  was  not 

the  malar  bone.    The  notes  tell  us  that  it  connected  with  it  as  the  ulcerated  portion 

was  about  an  inch  in  diameter,  and  pro-  was.    The  tumor  was  very  painful, — the 

jected  from  the  skin,  the  surface  being  pain    of  a    lancinating    kind,    shooting 

larger  than  the  basis.  It  was  ulcerated  over  through  the  eye,  and  often  affecting  the 

its  whole  extent,  the  granulations  being  sight.    A  small  gland  was  felt  enlaived 

small  and  soft,  and  discharging  a  thin  pus.  tinder  the  chin,  and  two  others  were  felt 

It  was  surrounded  by  a  redden^  skin;  and  hard  and  enlarged  at  the  margin  of  the 

though  the  ulcer  was  moveable  upon  the  stemo-mastoid  muscle, 
malar  bone,  it  seemed  that  some  conden-        Under  these  circumstances,  then,  with 

sation  of  the  cellular  texture  had  taken  the  bone  affected,  and  glands  enlarged,  at 

place  below  it.    It  was  sometimes  painful,  the  age  of  80,  the  case  was  not  one  to 

but  not  acutely  so.    His  health,  consider-  press  lor  his  consent  to  another  operation, 

ing  his  age,  was  pretty  good.    It  began  I  am  not,  indeed,  even  at  present,  quite 

like  a  wart,  about  eight  months  ago,  and  certain  of  the  state  of  these  glands,  for 

has  been  ulcerated  about  three  months.  though  they  remain  hardened,  they  have 

July  18th,;— I  removed  the  tumor,  with  not  increased  at  all  in  size, 
some  of  the  surroundingskin,  and  a  good        March  5th,  our  notes  say  the  disease 

deal  of  fat  below  it.    The  wound  healed  has  advanced  a  good  deal  lately,  the  ulcer 

readily,  and  he  was  discharged  on  the  7th  extending  further  around  the  opening,  and 

of  August.    In  October,  however,  he  re-  deepening  by  a  central  slougn  unoer  the 

turned  with  the  cicatrix  perfect,  but  with  malar  bone,  which  appears  itself  to  be 

a  small  hard  lump  attached  to  the  cica-  softened.    Towards  the  eye  the  tumor  has 

trix,  and  to  the  malar  bone.    Why,  then,  extended  under  the  lid,  and  there  has  been 

did  this  tumor  form  again  ?  a  good  deal  of  superficial  inflammation  of 

In  this  preparation  the  fat  has  been  re-  the  globe  of  the  eye.    The  pain  is  very 

moved  from  the  tumor,  so  that  yon  can  great  in  the  face  and  head,  and  he  has 

see  the  small    round    tumor    projecting  much  fallen  away,  having  also  purulent 

about    a  quarter  of  an  inch  below  the  expectoration  from  the  bronchias. 
line  of  the  skin  from  which  the  fungous        April  Ist — He  has  been  for  some  time 

ulcer  had  arisen.    This  is  its  usual  ap-  incapable  of  sitting  up  flN>m  weakness  and 

pearance,  and  had  this  been  all,  he  would  suffering,  the  pain  being  often  great,  even 

probably  have  been  cured ;   but  besides  when  the  morphia  (which  he  was  takifi^ 

this,  there  was  a  small  projection  standing  influences  him  enough  to  keep  him  almost 

perpendicularly  from  the  skin,  by  the  side  constantly  dosing.     The  ulcer  is    moiB 

of  the  round  portion  of  tumor,  not  above  healthy,  and  the  tumor  around  has  not  ex- 

the  diameter  of  a  crow-quill,  and  of  some  tended,  so  that  a  large  hollow  in  the  cen- 

length;    and   which,  from  its  situation,  tre,  with  occasional  sloughs,  occnpiei  a 

must   have  been  cut  across    about   half  great  part  of  the  swelling ;  and  the  probe 

an  inch  below  the  skin,  and  overlooked  goes  deeply  into  this,  as  if  the  malar  bone 
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was  softened.    Soon  after  this  be  rallied  colour  as  the  skin.    I  performed  the  usual 

again,  and  the  purulent  expectoration  di-  operation  on   the  25tb,  and  she  left  the 

niinished,  and  the  pain  lessened.  hospital  cured,  I  hope  permanently,  on 

May  4th. — The  edges  are  healthy,  and  the  8th  of  May. 
even  seem  disposed  to  cicatrise.  In  the  I  recollect  uiere  was  in  this  case  what  I 
centre  a  large  cavity  seems  to  be  formed,  have  sometimes  observed  after  the  opera- 
even  in  the  malar  bone,  some  portions  of  tion  for  cancer  of  the  lip,  severe  pain  for 
which  strike  against  the  probe,  which  some  time  afterwards  in  the  cicatrix^  de- 
passes  through  it  as  if  through  the  orbitar  scribed  as  of  a  lancinating  kind,  and  simi- 
plate.  lar  to  that  felt  before  the  operation,  mak- 

Julv  5th. — ^The  tumor  has  spread  a  good  ing  the  patient  and  the  surgeon  also  some- 
deal  lately,  especially  towards  the  upper  times  imagine  that  the  disease  is  about  to 
I»art,  so  that  a  great  part  of  the  lower  eye-  return.  Not  long  since  a  woman  was  sent 
id  is  thicken^  and  hard,  like  scirrhus,  to  me  by  a  friend  and  former  house-pupil 
and  the  temple  is  much  swollen.  The  of  mine,  on  account  of  a  similar  pain,  after 
margin  of  the  ulcer  has  a  very  healthy  ap-  he  had  operated  on  her  in  the  conntiy. 
pearance,  red  and  gpranulating,  ana  dis-  Such  pain  as  this  I  am  alluding  to,  comes 
charging  a  healthy  pus, — and  this  even  to  on  two  or  three  weeks  perhaps  after  the 
the  deep  cavity  in  the  centre,  which  is  no  removal  of  the  cancer ;  and  it  is  like  that 
longer  sloaghy.  The  probe  passes  about  often  felt  after  a  bum  or  other  ulcer  has 
four  inches  into  this  hollow,  without  strik-  healed ;  and  it  disappears  again  in  a  short 
ing  against  any  bone,  passing,  as  it  seems,  time  with  a  little  strong  goulard,  or  other 
below  and  to  the  outside  of  the  globe  of  simple  application, 
the  eye,  through  the  parietes  of  the  orbit  A  second  stage  of  the  disease  was  shewn 
into  nearly  the  bottom  of  that  cavity,  all  yon  in  William  Staunoenott,  admitted  into 
the  intervening  bone  having  been  absorbed,  the  hospital  July  2d.  You  saw  in  thia 
The  mass  of  tumor  projects  perhaps  an  man  an  ulcer  with  hard  everted  borders, 
inch  and  a  half  beyond  tbe  former  line  of  close  to  the  right  angle  of  the  mouth,  the 
the  cheek,  and  is  about  three  inches  across  centre  foul  and  very  painful,  and  discharge 
at  its  broadest  part;  it  is  sometimes  very  ing  copiously;  the  tumor  being  altogether 
painful,  but  has  no  disposition  to  bleed.  rather  more  than  an  inch  in  breadth.  Health 

Such,  then,  has  been  the  progress  of  this  pretty  good.  The  tumor  be^;an  about  a  jrear 

case  towards  its  final  termination,  becom-  ago,  and  he  attributed  its  origin  to  smoking; 

fug  more  like  a  cancer  of  other  parts  of  but  it  only  became  painful  last  Septem- 

the  body,  as  it  affects  the  deeper  parts  than  her,  and  ulcerated  about  the  same  time, 

the  skin,  but  even  now  remarkable  for  its  since  which  time  it  has  increased  rapidly, 

healthy  appearance,  and  the  absence  of  'Hereis  the  portion  of  lip,  which  I  removed 

bleeding  and  sanious  discharge.    The  poor  by  the  usual  operation  last  Thursday,  the 

man  is  gradually  becoming  weaker  with  10th,  the  wound,  as  vou  have  seen,  being 

pain,  and  diarrhoea,  and  cough.  so  completely  united  by  the  first  inten- 
tion, that  you  scarcely  see  where  some  part 

3.  I  now  proceed  to  the  subject  of  canetr  of  the  cicatrix  is  situated,  and  with  so 

of  the  lip,  little  alteration  of  appearance,  that  the 

This  disease  commences  by  a  small  tu-  portion  of  lip  is  hanuy  missed.     Here, 

mor  in  the  substance  of  the  fip,  insulated,  again,  is   a  plate,  and  the  preparation, 

hard,  and  attached   to  the  skin,  which  tiiJcen  from  a  patient  who  was  operated 

forms  a  part  of  it ;  or  it  has  sometimes  the  on  at  Christmas  last,  in  which  you  see 

appearance  of  a  small  tubercle  confined  to  the  cancerous  ulce{  in  a  further  stage, 

the  skin,  and  not  projecting  into  the  tex-  nearly  the  whole  lip  having,  in  fact,  been 

ture  below  the  skin ;  and  it  is  generally  si-  removed  by  operation.    The  patient,  how- 

tuated  dose  to  the  margin  of  the  lip.  This  ever,  as  perhaps  you  have  seen,  returned  to 

becomes  chapped  and  ulcerated  after  some  the  hospital  yesterday,  with  several  ^ands 

time,  or  the  surface  looks  simply  exco-  much  enlarged  and  hardened,  with,  no 

ijated,  and  frequently  scabs  over,  till  at  doubt,  a  scirnons  structure,  though  the  new 

last  a  florid  ulcer  is  established,  with  a  lip  is  sound. 

central  slough,  and  surrounding  hardness.        You  have  heard  my  patient  attribute 

You  may  see  the  early  appearance  of  the  his  complaint  to  the  irritation  excited  by 

tumor  in  this  plate,  which  I  took  ftom  his  pipe  in  smoking  ;  and  no  doubt  this  is 

a  patient,  Jane  Nevin,  aged  45,  who  was  frequently    the  immediate  cause  of  the 

admitted  into  the    hospital  April    lOtb,  development  of  the  disease.    I  have  been 

1833.    You  see  a  small,  ciroular,  project,  asked,   however,   by    several    gentlemen, 

ing  tumor,  partly  on  the  skin,  ana  partly  whether  the  ulcer  in  this  case  might  not 

on  the  rod  portion  of  the  margin  of  the  lip.  be  one  simply  of  an  unhealthy  character. 

It  has  a  small,  deep,  excavated  ulcer  in  the  and  not   really   cancerous.     Now   there 

centre,  discharging  a  purulent  fluid,  and  certainly  are  very  often    intractable  ir- 

readily  forming  scabs,  around  which  there  ritable  sores  about  the  lips  and  mouth, 

is  a  prominent  hard  margin  of  the  same  and  still  more  frequently,  perhaps,    on 
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the  tongne,  exdted  by  the  Irritation  of  and  whose  flither  aho,  who  Ifted  to  the 

diseased  teeth,  or  other  local  canse,  which  age  of  leventy^nine,   had    three  lefeital 

bear  much  resemblance  to  the  sore  of  can-  times   had   a  tumor  lemoYed— the   fint 

cer ;  and  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  an  instruc-  when  he  was  quite  young,  the  last  by  Sir 

tive  paper  upon  this  subject  in  the  Medico-  C.  Mac  Gregor,  when  I  was  hoase-sm^eoB 

ChiruTgical  Transactions,  by  Mr.  Earie;  at  the  Lock  Hospital,  not  ona  of  then  re- 

it  is,  I  think,  in  the  12th  volume.    I  bo-  turning  in  the  same  part, 

lieye,  however,  that  you  can  generaQy  dls-  With  cancer  of  the  lip,  on  the  other 

tinguish  such  cases  from  cancer  without  hand,  the   disease  often    returns,   either 

much  difficulty.    Yon  may  perceive,  per-  in    the  part    or    in  the   glands.      Still 

haps,  the  bad  tooth,  or  ascertain  the  habit  the  chances  are  such,  that  the  openttion 

of  smoking,  or  of  diewing  tobacco ;  and  is  always  proper,  even  when  the  disease 

on  the  removal  of  the  cause  of  irritation,  has  made  very  considerable  progress,  as 

the  sore  may  heal.    Inquire  into  the  ori-  the  part  will  readily  heal ;   nor  is  it  to  be 

gin,  and  you  will  find  it,  ftnm  the  patient's  refused  even  when  some  aland  is  enlarged, 

own  description,  to  have  been  a  chap,  or  thouvb  of  course,  in  sudi  circumstances, 

excoriation,  or  pimple ;   while  in  cancer,  the  gland  should  be  removed  at  the  same 

just  as  in  our  present  patient,  you  will  time  with  the  diseased  portion  of  the  lip. 

almost  idways  find  on  inquiry  that  there  A  man  was  under  my  care  at  the  lios- 

was  a  lump  or  tumor  for  some  months,  or  pital,  about  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  who 

even  a  longer  time,  before  its  surface  uloe.  had  had  the  operation  performed  on  tiie 

rated  and  became  painAil.    The  irritable  lip  in  the  country,  and  a  gland,  which  the 

sore  may  of  course  take  place  at  any  age;  man  said  was  enlarged  at  that  time,  was 

and  you  can  usually  discover  some  derange,  unfortunately  left.     The  cicatrix  of  the 

men't  of  the  general  health,  on  which  its  lip  had  remained  sound,  but  there  was, 

duration  depends,  and  which  you  can  get  when  received  here,  a  great  mass  of  cance- 

rid  of  by  tonics  or  purgatives,  and  espe>  rons  glands  on  one  side  of  the  neck,  with 

dally  by  mercurial  alteratives,  or  arsenic,  a  large  cavity  in  the  centre,  bleeding  and 

Cancer  of  the  lip,  on  the  contrary,  takes  sloughing  from  time  to  time,  so  as  quickly 

place  almost  invariably  in  persons  of  ad-  to  carry  off  the  patient.   When  the  alandb 

vanced  age,   of  fifty    or  sixW;    seldom  are  thus  affected,  they  genetally  form  a 

so  young  as  in  the  patient  I  first  men-  tumor,  of  almost  stony  hardness,  under  the 

tioned,  where  I   operated  at  the  age  of  jaw,  sometimes  forming  one  continuous 

forty-five ;   and  the  patients  are  almost  ulcerative  surface,  with  a  cancerous  ulcer 

almays  remarkable  for  their  florid  healthy  of  the  lip ;   at  other  times  an  ulcer  sepa- 

complexion,   and   the  good   health  they  rate  from  the  lip.    This  may  carry  off  the 

have  previously  enjoyed.     But  flirther  :  patient  rapidly  by  haemorrhage  and  slough- 

the  diflerent   nature    of    the  complaint  ing,  or  he  may  sink  under  irritation,  by 

is  at  last  evinced  by  the  proof  of  ma-  slow  degrees ;  even  the  jaw-bone  being  in- 

lignancy  afforded  in  cancer,  by  the  en-  volved  in  the  ulcer,  during  which  time  the 

largement  of  the  glands  of  tlie  neck,  and  patient  suffers  dreadfully,  and  the  previous 

the  morbid  poison  may  be  a  long  time  ncadthy-looking  countenance  is  changed 

dormant  in  them,  as  in  the  case  I  allnded  into  the  peculiar  expression  of  malignant 

to  just  now;  for  there,  the  cicatrix  being  disease;  or  the  tumor  may  press  upon  the 

still  perfect,  the  tumor  was  doubtless  en-  ikoces  or  windwipe,  suffocating  or  starving* 

tirelv  eradicated ;  yet  some  months  after-  the  patient.    There  was  a  eurions  case  at 

wards  the  glands  began  for  the  first  time  to  St  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  in  which  the 

show  marks  of  the  virus,  which  must  have  patient  was  at  last  very  quickly  carried 

been  absorbed  previous  to  the  operation*  off,  because  the  cancerous  uloer  unfortn- 

Cancer  of  the  lip,  then,  it  appears  pos-  nately  cicatrized  a  short  time  before  the 

sesses  a  third  degree  of  malignancy,  ren-  patient's  death,  the  contraction  of  which 

dering  the  return  in  the  parts  around  the  prevented  deglutition  almost  entirely, 

original  disease  very  probable,  producing  The  operation  whidi  you  saw  me  per- 

not  unfreouently  onlaigement  of  the  ah-  form  was  the  usual  one  of  removinff  a 

sorbent  glands  of  the  neck,  and  causing  triangular  portion    of  the  lip,  and  tfien 

also,  sometimes,  a  similar  disease  in  some  uniting  the  out  surfaces  by  ligatures,  which 

other  part  of  the  body.  Our  reliance  upon  I  think  much  better  than  the  hare.lip  pins, 

an  operation  is  therefore  much  less  than  in  as  exciting  less  irritation,  and  causing  no 

either  of  the  two  preceding  diseases  which  puckering  whatever  of  the  lip.     In  this 

we  have  considered ;  our  prognosis  must  case  I  removed  two  ligatures  on  the  second 

also  be  less  favourable  than  in  the  appa-  day,  and  the  others  on  the  fourth,  and  the 

rently  more  decidedly  constitutional  dis-  lip  is,  as  you  can  see,  quite  as  good  as  be- 

ease  of  chimney-sweepers'  cancer.    I  recol-  fore.  In  this  way  even  tne  whole  lower  lip, 

lect,  for  instance,  the  case  of  a  man,  who  almost  from  one  commissure  to  the  other, 

was  operated  on  by  Mr.  Keate  not  long  may  be  removed,  without  deformity,  from 

since,  who  had  lost  one  testis  and  great  the  readiness  with  which  the  diin  yields, 

part  of  the  scrotum  forty  years  before,  At  the  time  of  his  admission,  however,  I 
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had  some  thoughts  of  performing  another  In  my  stomach  abont  the  same  effect  as  an 
operation,  invented  by  Dapuytren,  which  equal  quantity  of  pine  saw-dust,  cfaesnut 
consists  of  the>  removail  of  a  narrow  slip  of  charcoal  powder,  ground  Indian  corn,  or 
the  lower  lip,  of  a  semi-lunar  form,  includ-  any  other  comminuted  matter  with  which 
ing  the  disease  in  the  centre,  and  ending  in  the  undissol?ed  arsenic  would  as  readily 
a  point  at  each  commissure,  and  then  gra-  mix,  to  which  it  would  as  firmly  adhere, 
dually  raising  the  skin  of  the  chin  upwards,  and  with  which  it  should  as  soon  be  car- 
to  supply  the  place  of  what  is  removed.  I  ried  out  of  the  stomach  by  vomiting.  As 
thought  of  doing  so  in  this  case,  because  milk  by  coagulating  in  the  stomach  is  in- 
near  the  other  end  of  the  lip  was  a  little  finitely  preferable  for  these  purposes,  I 
excoriation ;  so  that  if  this  also  was  cance-  drank  it  abundantly,  but  hurried  out  the 
rous,  the  whole  lip  must  have  been  removed,  coagula,  and  their  enveloped  arsenic,  as 
if  the  common  operation  was  chosen ;  soon  as  formed,  with  mucilaginous  drinks 
but  this  abrasion  readily  healed,  and  was  and  blue  vitriol — of  which  seven  doses 
evidently  not  cancerous,  and  I  therefore  were  taken  in  rapid  succession.  Having 
retumea  to  the  usual  method,  because  I  no  faith  in  antidotes,  as  soon  as  the 
think  i^  ^s  a  general  rule,  preferable  to  vomited  fluids  exhibited  no  traces  of 
the  semi-lunar  incision ;  though  if  the  sore  arsenic,  I  tried  to  make  the*  remaining 
be  very  long  and  veiy  superacial  at  the  poison  travel  through  my  intestines  as  fast 
margin  of  the  lip,  I  should  then  choose  as  possible ;  and  as  calomel  in  pills  was 
Dupuytren's  plan.  I  prefer  the  other,  be-  the  only  purgative  which  my  stomach 
cause  there  is  hardly  any  deformity  after  would  retain,  f  continued  it,  aided  by  nu- 
it,  and  it  almost  always  heals  by  the  first  morous  clysters,  until  the  discharges' from 
intention,  and  because,  by  the  usual  trian-  the  bowels  no  longer  turned  green  with  a 
gular  portion  being  taken  .out,  you  are,  I  solution  of  the  sulphate  of  copper,  which 
think,more8ureof  getting  entirely  beyond  occurred  on  the  morning  of  the  fourth 
the  contaminated  part  of  the  lip,  ana  the  day.  I  should  nevertheless  have  probably 
patient  preserves  completely  the  action  of  died,  had  not  the  magnanimous  mercury, 
the  orbicularis  muscle,  which  he  must  in  at  the  most  critical  period,  pervaded  my 
part  lose  if  the  other  plan  be  adopted  for  system  and  equalized  its  circulation.  Nor 
the  removal  of  a  cancerous  ulcer  of  any  was  that  the  only  dangerous  epoch  in 
depth  from  the  margin ;  so  that  although  which  I  have  owed  to  this  noble  medicine 
the  new  lip  can  in  great  measure  retain  the  the  continuance  of  my  feeble  existence*, 
saliva,  yet  its  movements  must  be  to  a  cer- 
tain degree  awkward  and  impaired.  Your  = 
choice  of  operation  should  therefore  de-  HEREDITARY  RESEMBLANCES. 
pend  upon  the  circumstances  of  each  par. 
ticular  case.  — — — 


— . _ .  In    the    Philosophical    Transactions    for 

««T«^«yxo*^^  ^«^*^,^ .  «^,  ^^  «^»„  1*^1,  are  two  papers  illustrative  of  this 

SUPPOSED  EFFICACY  OF  PERU-  curious  subject.    Lord  Morton  being  de- 

VIAN  BARK  AS  AN  ANTIDOTE  sirous  of  domesticating  the  quagga  in  this 

TO  ARSENIC.  country,  endeavoured  to  procure  some  in- 

Tif  n  dividuals  of  the  species ;  but  being  disap- 

By  Henby  Perrine,  M.D.  pointed  in  obtaining  a  female,  gave  a  mide 

.....  to  an  Arabian  chesnut  mare:  the  issue  was 

,    ,      -     _  .  a  female  hybrid,  which  showed  her  mixed 

I  PERCEIVE,  under  the  head  of  Amencan  origin  both  in  form  and  colour.    The  same 

Intelligence,  in  the  May  number  of  your  Arabian  mare  was  afterwards  bred  from  by 

jonmal,  a  ♦*  note  »  to  yourself,  «  On  the  ^  black  Arabian  horse,  and  the  result  was, 

Peruvian  Bark  as  a  counter-agent  to  the  ^  filly  tiie  first  year,  and  a  colt  the  year 

Poisonous  Effects  of  Arsenic,"  which  was  after,  both  of  which,  though  fine  speci- 

elicited  by  Uie  outUnes  of  my  own  casein  mens  in  most  respects  of  their  Arabian 

your  number  for  November  last*.    The  origin,    were    yet   marked    with  certain 

note  itself  simply  contains  the  report  of  an  stripes    and    lines   characteristic  of   the 

unknowti  person havin^successfiilly  treated  quagga;  nor  were  tiie  manes  those  of  the 

several  cases  of  poisoning  by  arsenic  with  Arabian  breed.    The  second  communica- 

large  doses  of  Peruvian  bark  and  milk,  tion  on  thU  point  is  one  by  Mr.  Giles,  in 

without  stating  whether  they  were  fol-  which  he  states,  that  in  thelitter  of  a  black 

lowed  by  vomiting;  and  thinks  it,  there-  ^^d  white  sow,  by  a  wild  boar,  the  ches- 

fore,  worthy  of  inquiry  how  far  the  action  nut  colour  of  the  boar  prevailed ;  that  a 

of  the  poison  may  have  been  checked  by  second  litter  fVom  the  same  sow,  by  a  boar 

the  Peruvian  bark  in  my  case.    Hence,  in  of  a  very  different  breed,  retained  many 

this  note  to  yourself,  I  say,  that  in  my  peculiarities  of  the  former  site;  and  that 

opinion  tiie  powdered  PeruvUn  bark  had  even  in  a  tiiird  litter,  the  chesnut  colour 

—    —  -  -      ,       ■  ~ 

*  Me(L  Gas.  x\.  771.  *  American  Juamal  of  the  Medical  Sctencei. 
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was  to  a  certain  extent  evident.    These 

aie  surelj  striking  facts,  "hewinjr  how  he-  ^  prepanng  a  rouru 

reditary  peciUianttes  not  heb^^  edition  of  a  Manual  of  EVperimenU,  il 

female  may  he  »»n«n""^^^?  >f ^^  L  m a?!  lustmtive  of  Chemical  Science,  systei^iti 

cessi?e  instances,  to  the  offspnng  of  a  male  ^n^  .,^„^^  '    ^ 

who  has  them  not. 


LITERARY  INTELLIGENCE. 

Mr.  John  Murray  is  preparing  a  fourth 
ition  of  a  M 
Btrative  of  Ct 
cally  arranged. 


STATURE  AND  WEIGHT  OF  MAN 
^         AT  DIFFERENT  AGES. 

M.  QuETELET,  of  Bnissels,  has  drawn  up 
a  tahle,  of  which  the  following  are  some 
of  the  particulars.  It  may  he  considered 
as  in  some  sort  an  average,  or  an  approxi^ 
mation,  for  the  Caucasian  race,  in  a  tem- 
perate climate. 


WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  of  BURIALS, 
From  Biu.8  OF  MoaTALrrr,  Avg.  ^  1834. 


'mXles. 

FEMALES. 

Age. 

Imp.  ft. 

Ibi.  At. 

Xmp.ft. 

llii.  Av. 

0 

1-64 

705 

1-60 

6-41 

1 

2-29 

20-84 

2-26 

19-38 

5 

3-23 

34-78 

319 

31-67 

10 

418 

5407 

409 

51-87 

12 

4-54- 

65-76 

4-43 

65-76 

15 

507 

88-69 

4-91 

8903 

18 

5-43 

127-58 

5-13 

112-54 

20 

5-51 

138-79 

517 

117-50 

30 

5-52 

140-37 

518 

119-82 

40 

5*52 

140-42 

5-18 

121-80 

50 

5-49 

139-95 

503 

123-85 

60 

5-37 

136-07 

4-97 

119-75 

70 

5-32 

131-27 

4-96 

113-60 

80 

5-29 

127-54 

4-94 

108-88 

90 

5*29 

127-54 

4-93 

108-81 

AbsccM                •  I 

Age  and  Debility  .  S8 

Apoplexy      •        •  8 

Asthtnft         •        •  8 

Cancer          •        ,  2 

Childbirth    .       •  4 

Cholera         .       •  Ss 

ConsumptloQ        •  68 

ConTulaloni         .  50 

Croup   ...  1 
Dentition  orTeethingl2^ 

Diarrhcea              •  P 

Dropsy                  .  12 
Dropey  on  the  Brain  15 

Erysipelaa    .  1 

FeTer     ...  7 

Ferer,  Scarlet      .  6 

Fever,  Typhus     •  1 

Goat     ...  1 

Hmnorrhage  1 

Heart,  diseased  .  8 


Hooping- Cough   .  8 

Hydrophobia         .  1 

Inflammation        •  96 
BowcU&  Stomach  l< 

Brain          .        .  I 
Lungs  and  Pleura    5 

Insanity        •        .  2 

Jaundice      a       •  1 

Locked  Jaw  t 

Meanles         •        .  7 

Mortlflcation         •  8 

Paralysis       •        •  7 

Rheumatism         •  I 

Scrofula        .        .  I 

SmalUPoz    .        •  7 

Spasms         •        •  2 

Stone  and  Orarel  I 

Tumor          .        .  I 

Unknown  Canaes  71 

.  24 


Stillborn 


Increase  of  Burials,  as  compared  with  > 
the  preceding  week       .       .       .  j 
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JTcpt  at  Edmonton,  La(ttude51<>57'3  "   A". 

Lang}twi*  Oo  3'  51"  W.  of  Gretnmck. 

Julg,  1884.        TrntRMOMBTaa.    Barohstbr. 


From  this  table  we  learn,  Ist  That  at  an 
equality  of  age,  the  male  is  generally 
heavier  than  the  female;  but  that,  towardis 
Uie  age  of  IS,  an  indiTidnal  of  either  sex  has 
the  same  weight.  Sdly.  That  the  male  at- 
tains the  maximum  weight  about  the  age 
of  40;  but  after  that,  he  begins  to  grow 
lighter,  and  about  80  he  is  found  to  nave 
lost  13*23  lbs.  avoird.;  his  stature  being 
also  diminished  2*75  inches.  3dly.  That 
the  female  attains  the  maximum  weight 
later  than  the  male— towards  the  fiftieth 
year.  4th]y.  That  when  the  male  and  fe- 
male have  attained  their  complete  develop, 
ment,  they  weigh  almost  exactly  twenty 
times  as  much  as  at  the  moment  of  birthy 
while  their  stature  is  only  about  ^l  times 
what  it  was  at  that  period.— i^in.  Phiioi, 
Journal, 

NEW  MEDICAL  WORKS. 

Some  Obeenrations  on  the  Preparation 
and  Medicinal  Employment  of  the  loduret 
and  Hydriodate  of  Iron.  By  Anthony 
Todd  Thomson,  M.D.  8vo.  28.  6d.  sewed. 

Obsenrations  on  the  Diverse  Treatment 
of  Gonorrhoea  Virulenta,  &e.  Ace.  By  J. 
M.  Churchill,  F.L.S.  8vo.  Is.  6d.  sewed. 

In  the  Press.— a  new  volume  of  the 
Medico.  Chirurgical  Society's  Transactions. 


from  8  i  to  74 


65 

66 
60 
61 
60 
48 


77 
76 
7« 
77 
74 
70 


29-78  to  29-78 


29*78 

2989 
29  80 
29U) 
29  84 
29  81 


29-77 

29  S3 
297!> 
29  82 

29-ra 


Thoradav .  81 

Augutt, 
Friday  .  .  1 
Satorday  .  2 
Sunday  .  .  8 
Monday.  .  4 
Tueaday.  .  6 
WMneaday  6 

Wind  rarlablr,  S.W.  preTafllnf . 

The  81  It  cloudy  i  rain  in  the  morning ;  a  peal  of 
tbunder  about half-pa«t  one,  A.ai.  Tbe  Ut,  cloudy  t 
a  little  rain  la  the  afternoon,  accompanied  by 
thunder  I  very  vlrid  and  forked  Hghtmng  la  the 
evening.  The  2d  and  8d,  generally  clear ;  ll«bt- 
nlng  frequent  on  tbe  eTeulog  of  tbe  latter  day. 
Sunshlna  ft'equent  during  the  4th  and  6th  i  a  Ikw 
drops  of  rain  about  8  r  m.  on  the  6th.  Tha  6th 
cloudy,  with  fluent  ■hovrern  after  noon. 

Some  good  crops  of  irbeat  bare  been  Mcorcd. 

Rain  fallen,  *I26  of  an  Inch. 

CHAaLBs  Henby  Adams. 


NOTICE. 

Mbdicus. — The  letter  cannot  be  pub* 
lished  unless  the  name  of  the  writer  be 
attached  to  it  Medious  himself  will  be 
convinced  of  the  propriety  of  this,  when 
we  inform  him  that  the  letter  to  which  his 
is  an  answer  was  also  sent,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, anonymously,  and  refused.  We 
cannot  compel  one  correspondent  to  ex- 
pose  himself,  and  suffer  ms  opponent  to 
fight  linder  cover. 

W.  WiLSOW,  Printer,  67,Sklnuer-!ltrtet,  London, 
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LECTURES  above — its  surface  slipped  away  from  its 

connexion  \%ith  the  placenta;  and  that 

this  separation  was  almost  always  attended 

THEORY  AND   PRACTICE    OF  by  dischargfes  of  blood  at  uncertain  inter- 

MIDWIFERY  *  ^'^^  during  the  last  few  weeks  of  preg- 

'  nancy,  coming  on  without  any  assignable 

Delivered  at  the  London  Hotpital,  cause :  that  on  the  accession  of  labour  also, 

no              TT   n                        M-  -Tk  ^ith  c^^  contraction  there  was  usually  an 

Br  Francis  H.  Rambbotham,  M.D.  increase  of  the  bleeding,  and  a  diminution 

.......                   ^  when  the  pain  declined,    llie  pressure  ex- 

^  erted  on  the  ovum  by  the  parietes  of  the 

Lecture  XLV.  uterus,    and  the  temporary  plug  conse- 

COMPLEX  LABOURS,  auently  created   at  the  open  orifices  of 

tne  uterine  vessels,  will  easily  account  for 

accidental  hamorrhaoe.  the  diminution  of  discharge  in  the  acmd  of 

The  second  vanety  of  haemorrhage  before  pain,  under  the  accidental  species  of  h»- 

delivery  depends  on  the  partial  separation  morrhage. 

of  the  placenta  from  its  attachment  to  the  Although  of  a  character  to  excite  con- 
body  or  fundus  of  the  uterus;  and  as  it  siderable  anxiety,  this  case  is  very  much 
is  evident  that,  unless  the  mass  be  si-  inferior  in  danger  to  placental  presenta- 
tuated  over  or  near  to  the  os  uteri,  flooding  tions,  either  partial  or  entire.  The  means 
need  not  necessarily  accompany  the  dilata-  of  diagnosis  have  been  already  pointed 
tion  of  the  orifice,  so  it  is  equally  plain  out ;  it  is  known  by  the  membranes  being 
that  the  discharge  in  the  case  under  consi-  discernible,  protruding  more  or  less  through 
deration  must  be  regarded  as  purely  of  an  the  os  uteri,  and  the  placenta  being  com- 
aocid^tal  nature.  pletely  out  of  the  reach  of  the  finger; 
It  is  probable  that  before  the  termina-  and  it  only  remains  that  we  should  con- 
tion  of  gestation  one  or  more  attacks  of  sider  the 

bsBmorrfaage  may  appear;   and  that  the  Treatment— On  this  subject  there  still 

first  may  be  traced  to  a  blow  or  fall,  sudden  prevails  a  diversity  of  opinion  among  prac- 

or  unusual  exertion,   or  violent  mental*  tical  men,    though    the    great    majority 

agitation :  but  it  sometimes  only  shgws  strongly  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 

itself  at  the  beginning  of  labour,  and  may  plan  I  myself  pursue, — an  early  rupture  of 

then,  perhaps,  be  referred  to  undue  and  the  membranous  cyst.    This  simple  pro. 

irregular  action  of  the  uterine  fibres,  at  ceeding  I  have  found  subdue  the  discharge, 

that  particular   part  against  which  the  in  the  case  under  consideration,  even  more 

organ  is  apposed.     We  generally  observe,  completely  than  when  the  placenta  was 

also,  that  when  labour  is  established,  the  partially  implanted  over  the  uterine  ori. 

dischai;ge  is  diminished  in  quantity,  or  fice;  and,  as  far  as  mv  observation  has 

wholly  suspended,  while  the  uterus  is  con-  gone,  it  has  been  attenaed  with  the  hap- 

tracting;  and  returns  more  copiously  in  the  piest  results. 

interval  of  action.  In  both  these  respects  Previously  to  the  establishment  of  la- 
the suspicious  symptoms  differ  materially  hour,  indeed,  the  general  treatment  before 
fironi  those  which  would  lead  us  to  believe  recommended  may  be  enjoined;  and  it 
that  the  placenta  was  implanted  over  the  will  frequently  be  found  that  the'discharxe 
oa  oteri;  for  f  have  shown  you  that  as  is  arrested  by  a  rigid  adherence  to  the 
the  uterine  neck  expanded  by  a  gradual  anti  hemorrhagic  system:  but  when  the 
growth — the  fibres  dilating  circularly  from  flooding  continues  while  the  os  uteri  is  di. 

350.— XIV,  2  Y 
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Uting,  other  meang  must  be  had  recourse  the  membruiet  entirelj  pat  a  atop  to  the 

to  beyond  those  of  a  mere  nalliati?e  kind ;  previous  discharge,— and  he  states  that  he 

and  the  eracnation  of  the  bquor  amnii,  on  ne?er  had  occasion  to  torn  the  child  in 

the  one  hand,  and  immediate  delivery  on  any  instance  where  tiiis  expedient    was 

the  other,  have  each,  even  in  the  present  resorted  to.    Merriman  menuons  that  he 

day,  Uieir  advocates.  has  adopted  the  same  means  in  upwards 

Till  within  the  last  few  years  no  part  of  thirty  cases  of  accidental  hsmorrbaoe; 
of  obstetric  practice  was  founded  on  more  **  that  as  yet  he  has  had  no  reason  to  be  ois- 
uncertain  principles  than  the  treatment  of  satisfied  with  the  plan,  for  in  eveir  instance 
hsBmorrhaoes  before  delivery, — some  au-  the  discharge  has  either  entirely  ceased, 
thorities  advising  the  case  to  be  left  to  the  or  been  so  much  diminished,  as  to  secure 
agency  of  nature  alone,  others  to  puncture  the  safety  of  the  patient ;  and  yet  ^ere 
the  membranes,  and  others  again  contend^  were  some  among  these  patients  whose 
ing  for  immc^ate  deliveiy  in  every  in-  cases,  from  profuse  hiemonrhage,  were 
stance, — ^but  all  agreeing  that  when  the  abandantly  alarming."  In  my  own  prac- 
dischaii^  is  profuse,  and  the  patient's  life  tice,  out  of  twenty-five  cases  of  this  kind, 
placed  m  imminent  hazard,  emptying  the  of  very  aggravated  nature,  in  twenty-three 
uterus  artificially  offers  the  only  chance  of  instances  the  labour  was  terminated  natn< 
safety.  And  this  discrepancy  of  opinion  rally  and  safely  after  the  nipture  of  the 
and  advice  evidently  arose  from  the  true  membranes,  and  in  two  the  loss  of  blood 
nature  of  the  different  causes  of  the  dis-  had  been  so  profuse  before  I  saw  the  pa- 
charge  not  being  well  understood.  Since  tients  as  to  induce  me  to  deliver  artificially ; 
the  excellent  treatise  of  Rigby,  however,  in  both  instances,  with  a  fatal  result, 
has  become  so  generally  known  to  the  Of  partial  presentation  of  the  placenta, 
profession,  not  only  is  the  obscurity  in  or  its  implantation  on  the  neck  of  the 
which  these  cases  were  shrouded  removed,  womb,  close  to  the  os  uteri,  within  reach 
but  a  fixed  and  determined  principle  of  of  the  finger  under  examination,  it  has 
practice  is  established  for  our  guidance.  fallen  to  my  lot  to  see  numerous  cases. 

Ouillemeau,  the  celebrated  pupil  of  the  I  have  the  detailed  histories  of  forty-four, 

more  celebrated  Parey,  following  the  sug-  all  of  which  I  have  personally  attended, 

gestions  of  his  preceptor,  advis^  delivery  It  is  singular  that  of  these  forty-four,  in 

by  the  feet  in  all  cases  of  dangerous  hse-  six  the  fcetus  offered  itself  at  the  os  uteri 

morrhage ;  and  this  method  was  almost  with  the  breech,  and  in  five  transversely, 

univenally  adopted  till  the  time  of  Cle-  In  most  of  these  cases,  however,  labour 

ment,  who  insisted  on  the  more  simple  came  on  prematurely;  but  I  have  remarked 

¥lan  of  rupturing  the  membranes :  and  to  also,  that  under  complete  placental  pre- 

'ozos,  the  pupil  of  Clement,  the<>redit  is  sentations,  a  preternatural  position  ofthe 

due  of  first  publicly  advocating  this  prac  foBtus  is  more  frequent  than  ordinary.    In 

tice.    Still,  nowever,  as  little  or  no  distinc  forty  the  membranes  were  ruptured  some 

tion  was  drawn  between  those  cases  in  time  before  delivery  was  proceeded  in ; 

which  the  placenta  presented  first,  and  in  thirteen  of  these  the  labour  was  ter- 

hasmorrfaages  of  a  purdy  accidental  nature,  minuted  by  the  agency  ofthe  natural  powers 

the  practice  could  not  be  considered  as  alone;  in  twenty-six,  turning  was  accom> 

based  on  scientific  or  sure  g^unds,  until  plished,  and  that  without  much  difficulty, 

Rigby,  with  the  most  praiseworthy  zeal,  the  discharge  not  ceasing  on  the  evacua- 

directed  his  observant  mind  to  the  subject,  tion  of  the  liquor  amuii,  but  in  the  great 

The  great  advantages   resulting  Arom  majority  being  most  materially  lessened ; 

letting  off  the  waters  of  the  ovum  have  and  one  was  terminated  by  the  forceps, 

already  been  noticed,  when  partial  pla-  In  three  of  the  transverse  cases  the  ope- 

centa  presentations  were  under  discussion,  ration  was  undertaken  immediately.  Eight 

The  vessels  of  the  uterus  are  diminished  of  these  patients  died ;  one  ttom  mafig- 

in  size  by  the  contraction  of  the  uterine  nant  puerperal  fever,  which  was  raging 

fibres; — the  open  orifices  are  in  a  degree  at  the  time;  another  from  an  inflamma- 

plugged  by  the  parietes  being  brought  tory  attack  ten  days  after  delivery;  two 

into  closer  and  stronger  contact  with  UmI  in  whom  the  placenta  was  strongly  ad- 

portion  of  the  placental  mass  disunited  herent  to  the  cervix  uteri,  giving  much 

Rom  the  uterine  surface;  and  the  pains  trouble  in  its  separation;   and   the    re. 

are  usually  increased   in   frequency  and  mainder   apparently   fVom  the  eictessive 

power  by  the  augmented  stimulus  which  loss  of  blood  suffered  previously  to  deli- 

the  OS  uteri  sustains.  very  being  effected :  one  of  the  cases  in 

The  measure,  indeed,  is  sanctioned  by  which  the  child  lay  transversely  was  among 

the  authority  of  Denman,  Baudelocque,  these  latter. 

Merriman,  Blundell,  my  father,  and  many  I  have  said  that  there  exists  still  a  diver- 
other  men  of  acknowledged  practical  ex-  sity  of  opinion  among  practitioners  as  to 
pcrience.  Rigby  has  reported  a  great  the  propriety  of  rupturing  the  membranes 
number  of  cases  in  which  the  nipture  of  in  acciaental  haamorrhage;  and  its  utility 
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is  denied  by  Dewees,  Hamilton,  Bums,  membranes  cannot  be  relied  on.  On  the 
Stewart,  and  tome  othem.  Three  great  oontrarj,  we  may  affirm  that  experience 
objeotionshaTebeen  taken  to  the  practice:  taught  Rigby,  Denman,  Merriman,  and 
— ^firat,  that  gestation  is  necessarily  sns-  many  others,  that  this  easy  and  gentle  ex- 
pended by  the  evacuation  of  the  waters  of  pedient  could  be  trusted  to  in  the  great 
the  OTum ;— secondly,  that  the  time  is  majority  of  instances ;  and  peisonal  ob- 
uncertain  at  which  delirefy  will  be  per-  serration  has  long  impressed  me  with  the 
ftcted  after  the  operation,— during  which  conriction  of  iti  nigh  ralne.  Nor  am  I 
interfal  the  dangerous  symptoms  may  be  more  disposed  to  agree  with  the  Professor 
much  a^graTated;— and,  thirdly,  that  as  In  his  eulogium  on  the  use  of  the  tampon, 
pnnctumig  the  mcmbiaiies  will  not  al-  in  cases  where  rigidity  of  the  os  uteri  pre- 
wi^  nspcnd  the  How  of  blood,  riiovld  eludes  the  possibility  of  immediate  deli- 
delireiy  become  requisite,  its  performance  yeiy,  although  sanctioned  by  the  authority 
will  be  rendered  extremely  difficult,  in  of  Dewees,  Capuron,  Mad.  Bourgeois, 
consequence  of  the  strong  contraction  and  Gardien:  because,  notwithstanding 
of  the  uterine  parietes  around  the  fcetal  the  blood  may  be  prerenti;d  flowing 
body.  To  the  first  objection  the  answer  externally,  it  may  still  collect  in  sucii 
is  easy  and  conclusire ;  for,  since  we  quantities  in  utero,  as  to  destroy  life.  The 
may  presume  that  labour  has  already  practitioners,  indeed,  whose  names  I  hare 
commenced,  by  the  dilatation  of  the  ute-  just  mentioned,  deny  the  possibility  of 
rine  mouth,  gestation  must  have  ceased  such  an  occurrence,  while  those  of  our  own 
before  the  operation  is  resorted  to.  Even  country  (particularly  Hunter,  Denman, 
should  the  term  of  pregnancy  be  distant, —  Barlow,  and  Merriman)  look  upon  the 
inasmuch  as  lai^  losses  of  blood  usually  uterus,  at  the  terminaUon  of  pregnancy,  as 
excite  uterine  action,  and  we  may  there,  capable  of  containing  a  body  much  laiger 
tote  presume  that  a  premature  expulsion  than  the  ovum,  and  fear  an  internal  ac- 
of  the  OTum  will  ensue, — puncturing  the  cumulation  of  blood  in  consequence  of  its 
membranes  can  but  hasten  the  event ;  it  distensibility.  Of  this  fact,  indeed,  more 
does  not  originate  the  disposition.  Be-  than  one  instance  has  come  within  my  own 
sides,  should  the  woman's  life  be  endan-  knowledge.  If  such  be  the  case,  then,  the*^ 
gered  by  the  profuseness  of  the  discharge,—  tampon  must  prove  a  dangerous  applica-' 
since  the  probability  is  that  the  complete  tion,  and  should  not  supersede  the  rupture 
evacuation  of  the  uterine  cavity  will  alone  of  the  membranes.  It  is  certainly  pos&i- 
place  her  in  a  state  of  safety,— the  preser-  ble  that  the  plug  may  be  advantageous  in 
vation  of  an  immature  fcetus  cannot  be  cases  where  the  membranes  have  been 
put  into  competition  with  the  chance  of  broken,  where  the  os  uteri  continues  rigid 
recovery  afforded  to  her.  The  uncertainty  and  undilated,  and  where  any  attempt  at 
of  time  at  which  effective  uterine  action  delivery  must  be  attended  with  danger  to 
will  be  established,  has  been  adduced  as  its  structure ;  but  such  cases,  according  to 
another  serious  objection ;  and  this  ap-  my  own  experience,  must  be  of  very  rare 
pears  to  me  as  untenable  as  the  former :  occurrence. 

for  in  my  own  practice  I  hare  usualW  After  the  evacuation  of  the  liquor  am- 
fonnd  the  contractions  speedily  increasedf,  nil,  it  may  perhaps  be  admissible  to  ad- 
both  in  frequency  and  strengtu,  after  the  minister  the  ergot — unless,  indeed,  the 
measure  has  been  resorted  to;  and  the  month  of  the  womb  be  pretematurally 
same  observation  must  be  made  on  a  pern-  rigid :  stimuli  may  be  required  if  the  pa- 
tal  of  the  cases  detailed  by  Rigby.  The  tient  be  much  depressed;  but  opium,  for 
third  objection,  at  first  siffbt,  would  seem  the  reasons  more  than  once  aaduced,  I 
the  most  plausible ;  but  I  haye  already  re>  should  avoid.  Friction,  and  moderate  pres- 
plied  to  it,  by  observing,  that  if  the  uterus  sure  on  the  uterine  tumor,  may  have  the 
contracts  powerfully  enough  to  refuse  ad-  effect  of  exciting  increased  action,  and  the 
mittance  to  the  hand,  its  action  will  be  dilatation  of  the  os  uteri  may  be  forwarded 
sufficient  to  expel  the  fostus,  or  at  least  so  by  the  fingers  introduced  carefblly  withm 
to  compress  the  open  vessels  as  to  put  a  it  during  a  pain — a  means  recommended 
stop  to  any  further  flow  of  blood  in  an  by  Merriman,  but  one  which  I  have  my- 
immoderate  degree.  But  if  copfirmation  self  seldom  found  it  necessaiy  to  employ. 
were  required,  I  might  with  confidence  Should  the  discharge  continue  to  flow 
advert  to  the  experience  of  Rigby,  Merri-  outwardly,  or  should  indications  of  inter- 
man,  and  my  own,  advanced  in  the  state-  nal  bleeding  be  present— the  symptoms, 
ments  which  I  have  just  laid  before  you.  indeed,  being  those  of  loss  of  blood  gene- 
For  reasons  before  given,  I  consider  it  rally,  together  with  a  flabby  and  remxed 
my  duty  strongly  to  recommend  this  prac-  state  of  uterine  fibre  delivery  must  be 
tioe  in  preference  to  immediate  delivery :  had  recourse  to  without  delay,  as  offering 
for  my  opinion  is  perfectly  at  variance  the  only  reasonable  chance  of  safety, 
with  Professor  Bums,  who  asserts  that  On  the  subject  of  haemorrhage  before 
experience  has  taught  us  puncturing  the  delivery,  I  would  strongly  recommend  yon 
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to  peruse  with  attention  Rigby's  Essay,  al-  the  head  present  —  and  hold  oumlTes 
ready  alladcd  to,  as  well  as  a  much  more  in  readiness  to  deliver  by  turning,  ex- 
recent  treatise,  by  Mr.  Ingleby,  of  Bir-  pectina;  that  probably  the  flooding,  al- 
niingham;  which  I  look  upon  as  one  of  though  it  may  abate,  will  not  quite 
the  most  practically  useful  productions  of  cease.  If  no  part  of  the  placenta  be  dis- 
the  da^  in  our  department  of  medicine;  coverable  by  the  finger,  we  may  rupture  the 
and  with  most  of  the  observations  con-  membranes  as  early  as  po88ible»  and  hope 
tained  in  which  I  perfectly  coincide.  by  this  means  to  put  a  stop  to  the  haemor- 

Placenta  complicated  with  shoulder  ftretenta-  rhage;  but  at  the  same  time  we  must  be 
tion,  or  $maU  jtetoli, —Y ou  are  already  aware,  prepared  to  turn,  in  case  our  expectations 
that  when  the  placenta  is  situated  either  are  disapi^inted.  We  may  exhibit  the 
entirely  or  partially  over  the  os  uteri,  the  ei^ot  of  rye  in  most  cases;  Rive  stimuli  if 
child  may  present  with  the  breech  or  trans-  they  be  required ;  and  should  tlie  o«  uteri 
versely.  Under  an  entire  placental  pre-  be  rigid  and  undilated  under  placental  pie- 
sentation,  such  a  preternatural  position  sentation,  either  entire  or  partial,  or  un. 
of  the  foetus  would  not  influence  our  prac-  der  accidental  haemorrhage  after  the  mem- 
tice ;  because  delivery  would  be  required,  branes  are  broken,  we  may  ?entnre  U> 
not  in  consequence  of  the  mode  in  which  plug  the  vagina ;  at  the  same  time  keep- 
tlie  cluld  lay  in  utero,  but  because  of  the  ing  a  close  watch  on  our  patient,  lest  in- 
unfortunate  misplacement  of  the  placenta  ternal  flooding  be  going  on. 
itself; — and,  indeed,  it  is  more  than  proba- 
ble that  its  position  would  not  be  detected  hemorrhage  subsequent  to  the  bup- 
nntil  tbe  hand  was  introduced  into  the  ^^»^  ^^  "^^^  membranes. 
uterine  cavity :  under  either  case,  extrac-  Flooding  seldom  comes  on  after  the 
tion  must  be  made  by  the  feet.  Should  membranes  have  ruptured  before  the  birth 
the  placenta,  however,  be  but  partially  oc-  of  the  head,  unless  there  have  been  haemor- 
cupying  the  orifice,  while  the  oreech  is  at  rhage  previously  ;  but  if  a  discharge  should 
the  brim,  the  membranes  may  be  ruptured  appear  to  such  a  degree  as  to  call  for  our 
and  time  allowed  for  its  descent,  provided  interference,  delivery  must  be  resorted  to 
the  flooding-  be  restrained*  But,  on  the  —by  turning,  if  the  head  be  above  the 
other  hand,  if  the  child  lie  transversely,  brim  of  the  pelvis,  and  the  os  uteri  not 
it  would  be  better  to  proceed  to  the  deli-  thoroughly  dilated — by  the  long  forcepe, 
very  at  once — to  treat  the  case,  indeed,  as  if  the  head  have  entered  the  pelvis  sum- 
a  transverse  presentation,  —  proceeding  cientlv  low  to  prevent  our  raising  it  for  the 
with  extraction  as  slowly  as  is  consistent  introduction  of  the  hand  into  tne  uterus, 
with  the  safety  of  tlie  Infant  but  not  low  enouffh  to  enable  us  to  feel  an 

A  placental  presentation  may  also  be  com-  ear^and  by  the  snort  forceps,  or  the  vec- 

plicated    with    a    distorted    pelvis;    so  tis,  if  one  or  both  ears  be  distinctly  within 

that,    though  we  may  have  turned  the  reach  of  the  finger.   One  or  other  of  these 

child  and  brought  down  the  breech  and  methods  will  generally  be  found  adequate 

body,    we    may    be    unable    to    extract  to  the  end ;  but  should  there  exist  a  small 

the  head.    Under  such  circumstances,  the  pelvis,  tumors,  or  preternatural  rigidity  of 

cranium     must    be    perforated    in    the  the  soft  partj:,  we  may  be  obliged  to  pcofo- 

manner  before  explained.    This  is  a  com-  rate  the  head. 

plication  which  seldom  occurs,  but  it  has        It  sometimes  happens,  that  after  the 

happened  to  me  to  meet  with  three  such  head  is  born,  a  considerable  time  elapses 

cases,  and  very  embarrassing  I  found  them,  before  the  uterus  again  acts  to  expel  the 

Much  time  must  be  occupied  in  the  deli-  shoulders  and  body ;  ^nd  during  this  in- 

verv,  and  you  would  suppose  that  during  terval,  flooding  may  come  on.     In  such  a 

it  tne  haemorrhage  would  be  profuse:  such,  case,  we  may  endeavour  to  stimulate  the 

however,  fortunately  was  not  the  case  in  uterus  to  increased  energy  by  pressure  and 

either  of  the  instances  I  attended.     In  friction,  and  the  exhibition  of  the  ergot  ; 

all,  the  head  was  perforated  behind  the  and  we  may  expedite  the  delivery  by  gentle 

ear ;  and  the  delivery  was  accomplished  and  careful  traction,  in  the  hope  that  the 

with  less  difficulty  than  I  expected.  uterus  will,  as  it  were,  follow  tne  body  of 

Summary. — Our  first  duty,  then,  in  flood-  the  child  during  its  extraction,  separate 

lugs  before  delivery ,  consists  in  ascertaining  and  th row  %ff  the  placenta,  and  eventually 

whether  the  placenta  presents  over  the  os  close  its  cavity, 
uteri;  and  if  so,  whether  the  orifice  be 

wholly  or  partially  occupied  by  it.  If  HiEMORRHAOE  after  the  birth  op  the 
it  be  found  entirely  covering  it,  we  must  child. 

turn  the  child  as  soon    as    the   mouth        Haemorrhage  under  labour,  by  far  the 

of  the  womb  is  dilated  to   the    size    of  most  frequently  occurs  after  the  birth  of 

half  a  crown,  or  even  before,  should  the  the  child,  and  previously  to  the  expulsion 

flooding  continue  violent ;  if  partially,  we  of  the  placenta ;  and  the  flow  is  often  most 

may    rupture  the  membranes— provided  sudden,  rapid,  and  profuse.    At  the  very 
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time,   probably,  when  the  husband  and  running  the  finger  along  the  funis  umbili- 

fHends  are  congratulating  themselv^es  on  calls  up  to  the  pelvic  brim,  we  cannot  de- 

what  they  consider  tlie  fortunate  termina-  tect  the  mass;  because,  if  it  be  lodging  in 

txon  of  the  case,  and  when  the  medical  at-  the  ?agina,  it  would  be  within  our  easy 

tendant  is  joining  i  n  those  congratulation;:,  reach. 

danger  is  insidiously  hoyering  around,  and  I  trust  it  dwells  in  your  remembrance, 

deaUi   is  sometimes  rapidly,  though  se-  that  I  cautioned  yon  most  strongly  against 

cretly,  approaching.  any  attempt  to  remove  the  placenta  from 

Dqjeudent  on  entire  or  partial  separation  of  thecavitvof  the  uterus  by  traction  at  the  fil- 
ths p<ar.enfa.— Flooding  after  the  child's  nisumbilicalis,— considering  such  attempts 
birth  is  dependent  on  the  same  general  dangerous,  and  therefore  highly  to  be  depre- 
causes  as  before  its  expulsion — viz.  the  se-  cated,  unless  the  insertion  of'  the  cord  be 
paration  of  the  placenta,  more  or  less,  from  most  easily  d  scovcrable,  and  unless' the 
its  uterine  attachment,  and  the  womb  not  principal  bulk  of  the  mass  can  be  perfectly 
being  capable  of  contracting  its  cavity  so  surrounded  by  the  finger,  introduced  as  in 
as  to  close  its  vessels.  We  know  that  un-  a  common  examination. 
less  the  uterine  cavity  be  empty,  its  per-  Vroprietn  of  waiting  a  certain  time  for  the 
feet  contraction  is  prevented,  and  conse-  expuUion  of'  the  placenta. — With  these  cau- 
quently  the  complete  closure  of  the  vessels  tions  in  our  mind,  then,  presuming  the 
ia  impeded ;  and  that  so  long  there  is  a  patient  free  from  flooding*  we  are  to  wait 
great  probability,  nay,  almost  a  certainty,  a  certain  length  of  time  for  the  expulsion 
of  haemorrhage  occurring.  If,  then,  the  of  the  placenta  from  the  uterine  cavity : 
placenta  be  partially  or  wholly  retained  in  but  that  time  must  necessarily  have  a 
the  uterus,  and  a  portion  of  it  be  separated  limit.  The  management  of  the  placenta, 
from  its  attachment,  the  vessels  must  con-  indeed,  has  at  different  ages  been  con- 
tinue open,  and  we  must  therefore  have  ducted  on  the  most  diametrically  opposite 
more  or  less  of  discharge.  principles.     From  the  writings  of  Hippot. 

Often  profute  in  quantity. — There  is  al-  crates  ^'e  gather  that  it  was  not  the  cus- 

ways,  as   I  before   mentioned,  a  certain  tom  to  use  any  means  but  the  most  gentle 

quantity  of  blood  lost  upon  the  separatiim  for  the  purpose  of  extracting  the  placenta ; 

of  the  placenta  and  its  protrusion  ;  usually  but  Celsus  plainly  counsels  us  to  introduce 

amounting  to  a  few  ounces.    It  ^eems  to  the  right  hand  into  the  uterus,  and  remove 

consist  of  not  much  more  than  that  por-  the  secuudi ties,  quoties  infam  piotractw  est. 

tion  which  was  contained  within  the  ute-  Since,  however,  the  chapter  in  which  these 

rine  vessels,  and  which  is  squeezed  out  words  occur  is  dedicated  to  the  method  to 

inechanically,  through  their  open  orifices,  be  employed  for  delivering  a  dead  child, 

by  the  contraction  of  the  uterine  fibres;  so  and  since  they  immediattfly  follow  his  in- 

that  little  is  lost  to  the  system  generally,  structions  to  that  effect,  we  may  naturally 

But  when  the  discharge  is  copious,  all  tlie  conclude  that  this  interference  was  only 

vesselsof  the  body  are proportionablyemp-  recommended  after  a  forced  delijrery  had 

tied;  and  firom  the  rapidity  with  which  been  resorted    to^  and   not   in  comihon 

the  blood  flows,  we  cannot  wonder  at  the  natural  cases;    and  the   word   prot^aclut 

instantaneous  depression  which  sometimes  seems  to  favour  such,  an  opinion.    It  has 

occurs.  been  supposed,  indeed,  that  Celsus  coun- 

I  hare  before  nven  you  directions,  im-  selled  this  hasty  cemoval  of  the  placenta 

mediately  after  the  child  is  separated,  and  upon  all  occasions ;  and  Denman  has  evi- 

given  into  the  care  of  an  attendant,  to  dently  adopted  this  view;  but  I  cannot 

place  your  right  hand  between  the  thighs  think  it  is  justified  by  the  expression  em- 

of  the  patient,  upon  the  abdomen,  that  you  ployed.    i£tius,  who  borrows  this  part  of 

may  ascertain  the  state  of  the  uterus,  with  nis  work  from  Philnmenus,  recommends 

regard  to  the  degree  of  contraction  it  has  that  the  placenta,  when  retained,  should 

talen  on  itself,  and  whether  or  not  the  be  removed  by  the  introduction  of  the 

flacenta has  passed  fVom  its  cavity;  and  hand;  and  that  if  (he  os  nteri  be  shut, 

have  mentioned  that  there  are  five  con-  and  the  operation  conseq,uently  rendered 

ditions  in  which  it  may  be  found  differing  difficult,  relaxing  means  shouloL  be  used; 

essentially  from  one  another,  and  each  in-  that  the  endeavours,  however,  should  only 

dicating  a  state  of  greater  or  less  securit]^.  be  persisted  in  for  the  first  and  seoond4ay. 

After  having  made  this  external  exami-  and  if  unsuccessful,  that  the  woman  must 

nation,  I  have  also  directed  you  to  pass  no  longer  be  fatigued ;  for  in  a  few  days 

the  first  finger  of  the  right  hand  into  the  the  mass  will  putrify,  and  come  away 

vagina,  ana  examine  for  the  placenta  be-  in    a    dissolved    state.       Parey    recom- 

fore  yon  leave  the  bed-side  of  the  patient,  mended  the  removal  of  the  placenta  im- 

I  have  informed  you,  that  we  may  feel  per-  mediately   the  child    was  bom  ;   but   at 

snaded  the  placenta  is  in  the  uterine  ca-  the  same  time  cautioned  his  readers  that 

vity,ifthat  organ  be  found  large  externally;  it  was  to  be  done  in  the  gentlest  and  soft- 

but  we  become  posititclv  certain,  if,  on  est  manner — first,  by  pulling  at  the  funis; 
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and  if  that  did  not  sacceed,  by  the  intro-  adopted  the  sprstem  Royich  was  so  power* 
duction  of  the  hand  into  the  uterus.  Pa-  tally  advocating;  and  we  are  told  by  Den- 
rey's  advice  was  but  partially  followed;  man,  on  the  authority  of  Dr.  Hunter  him- 
the  practice  inculcated  was  implicitly  ad-  self,  that  after  much  thought  and  hesita. 
hered  to  for  many  years,  while  the  excel-  tlon,  his  colleague  in  the  obstetric  depart- 
lent  cautions  by  which  it  was  enveloped  mentofthe  Middlesex  Hospital,Dr.  Sandys^ 
were  entirely  foivotten ;  and  hence  the  and  himself  agreed  to  leave  the  placenta  to 
most  disastrous  effects  resulted.  The  hand  be  expelled  entirely  by  nature,  witboat 
was  rudely  thrust  into  the  uterus  on  all  attempting  to  render  any  assistance  what- 
occasions,  and  the  placenta  as  rudely  torn  ever.  In  the  first  instance  in  which  this 
away.  Nor  did  this  mischievous  custom  eijieriment  was  tried,  twenty-four  hours 
receive  a  check  in  England  till  Dr.  Hunter  elapsed  before  the  placenta  passed;  but  as 
determined  to  oppose  it  with  all  his  au-  no  ill  consequences  followed,  the  trials 
thority ;  for  the  instantaneous  withdrawal  were  repeated;  and  it  soon  beoune  the  ge- 
of  the* placenta  was  taught  by  Chapman  in  neral  rule  in  that  establishment  to  leave 
1733,  and  sanctioned  by  Manningham  in  the  expulsion  of  the  mass  to  nature's  on- 
1739,  in  the  practice  at  the  lying-in  ward  assisted  powers.  The  occurrence,  how. 
of  St.  James's  Infirmary,  which  was  the  ever,  of  some  fatal  cases  induced  Dr.  Hon- 
first  attempt  at  the  establishment  of  an  tfir  to  modify  his  treatment;  and  it  is  well 
hospital  for  parturient  women  in  this  me-  known  that,  before  his  death,  he  was  in 
tropolis.  In  Smellie,  also,  we  find  the  the  habit  of  removing  the  placenta  by  the 
same  system  prevailing,  though  in  some  hand  if  flooding  supervened;  and  I  believe 
deffree  modified.  He  mrects  us  to  let  the  he  also  recommenaed  its  withdrawal  at  the 
woman  rest  a  little  after  the  fatigues  of  the  expiration  of  four  hours  from  the  child's 
birth,  unless  there  be  danger  of  hemor-  birth,  if  it  had  not  previously  passed,  al- 
rhage,  **  that  the  uterus  may,  in  contract-  though  there  might  be  no  hsemorrhage. 
ing,  have  time  to  squeeze  ana  separate  the  Thus,  then,  in  the  present  day  we  are  in 
placenta  from  its  inner  surface  ;'*  then  the  habit  of  following  the  most  rational 
turning  the  funis  round  two  fingers,  or  and  judicious  practice  which,  in  mr  opi- 
wrapping  it  in  a  cloth,  to  pull  gently  from  nion,  has  ever  been  adopted.  With  the 
side  to  side,  desiring  the  woman  to  assist  fiital  consequences  attendant  on  profuse 
our  endeavours  **  b;^  strainins  as  if  she  floodings  always  before  our  mind,  we  do 
were  at  stool,  blowing  forcibly  into  her  not  hesitate  to  remove  the  placenta  by  the 
hand,  or  provoking  herself  to  retch,  by  introduction  of  the  hand  into  the  nterus, 
thrusting  her  finger  into  her  throat."  If  as  soon  as  a  discharge  occurs  to  such  an 
by  these  methods  the  placenta  cannot  be  extent  as  to  bring  the  patient's  lifSe  into 
brought  away,  to  introduce  the  hand  and  the  least  peril :  and  I  think  myself  war. 
deliver  it.  ranted  also  in  advising  you  to  abstract  it 
Some  years  before  Hunter  commenced  by  the  same  means,  provided  it  is  not  ex- 
practice,  Ruysch,  whose  name  is  justly  pelled  within  a  limited  period.  The  time, 
rendered  famous  as  an  anatomist,  particu-  therefore,  that  we  are  to  wait  before  pro. 
larly  by  his  discovery  of  wax  injections,  ceeding  to  withdraw  it,  becomes  a  matter 
had  been  appointed  Fresident  of  the  Ob-  for  our  consideration  of  deep  interest;  and 
stetric  College  at  Amsterdam,  and  was  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  four  hours 
empowered  by  the  magistrates' to  regulate  will  in  general  be  found  too  long.  In  mj 
the  practice  of  midwifery  in  that  city,  own  practice  I  am  generally  in  the  habit 
Numerous  cases  having  come  within  his  of  ddaying  operating  for  an  hour  and  a 
knowledge,  illustrating  the  fatal  effects  half  aJTter  me  child's  birth ;  and  I  consider 
consequent  on  the  barbarous  custom  of  it  most  probable,  that  if  the  placenta  be 
that  age,  he  wrote  with  much  force  and  not  expelled  into  the  vaginal  cavity  at  the 
ingenuity  against  it,  forbidding  the  extrac-  expiration  of  that  period,  and  there  be  not 
tion  of  the  placenta  in  any  case ;  and  fVom  more  than  the  usual  dischai^ge,  it  will  al- 
his  spirited  opposition  we  may  date  the  most  always  l>e  found  extensively  adherent 
commencement  of  the  present  improved  to  the  uterine  structure ;  for  if  no  adhesion 
practice.  Ruysch  certainly  trusted  in  much  exists,  we  may  expect  that  a  portion  of  the 
too  great  a  degree  to  the  unaided  efforts  of  mass  will  be  separated,  and  haemorrhage 
nature,  and  himself  ran  into  the  opposite  will  result.  Should  this  prove  the  case, 
extreme.  Much  allowance  must,  however,  then,  it  is  most  likely  that  every  hour's 
be  made  for  the  strength  of  his  language,  delay  vrill  increase  the  strength  of  the  ute- 
and  his  universal  reliance  on  nature's  rine  contractions  around  the  placental 
powers,  since  his  argpiments  were  intended  body,  and  conseouently  add  to  the  difil- 
to  uproot  a  most  pernicious  and  dangerous  cullies  which  wiU  beset  us  in  our  endca* 
practice ;  and  they  must  be  regarded,  there-  vonrs  to  remove  it 

fore,  as  those  of  a  partial  advocate.    Hun-  Still,    however,    under   these    circum- 

ter,  induced  by  the  same  feelings,  and  hav-  stances  time  must  not  entirely  guide  us, 

ing  witnessed  the  same  kind  of  calamities,  nor  its  lapse  be  our  only  indication  for  the 
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nmoTal.  The  state  of  the  uterine  con-  connexions,  on  the  sixth  'day  after  delivery 
tractions  must  not  be  overlooked.  Should  of  a  first  child,  in  consequence  of  the  pla- 
the  womb  be  acting  powerfbily  and  vigo-  centa  being  still  retained  in  utero.  I 
ronsly,  I  should  be  mduced  to  abstract  the  learned  from  the  gentleman  who  had  at- 
placenta  earlier  than  the  specified  period,  tended  the  case,  that  the  labour  had  been 
under  the  belief  that  adhesion  had  taken  lingering ;  the  child  at  full  time  bom 
place,  or  that  irregular  contraction  in  the  dead ;  that  the  funis  had  broken  from  the 
uterine  fibres  was  the  cause  of  its  being  placenta  soon  after  the  birth,  and  the  mass 
retained,  and  that  nature  would  not  be  oAd  never  come  away ;  but  Uiat  there  had 
able  to  surmount  the  difficulties  of  the  been  no  haemorrhage.  I  found  the  uterus 
case  unaided ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  if  painful,  and  considerably  larger  than  it 
the  uterus  remained  inactive  and  sluggish,  should  have  been,  had  the  cavity  been 
I  might  be  inclined  to  delay  longer,  pro-  empty ;  the  discharge  fVom  the  vagina  was 
Tided  there  was  no  alarming  discharge,  in  scanty,  and  slightly  putrid.  The  os  uteri 
the  hope  and  expectation  tnat  the  uterus  was  almost  closed,  and  1  could  feel  no 
would,  after  the  lapse  of  a  little  more  time,  part  of  the  placenta.  She  was  sufl'ering 
resume  its  expulsive  action,  and  terminate  under  a  slight  degree  of  fever;  but  there 
the  case  without  manual  assistance ;  and  were  no  urgent  symptoms  of  immediate 
this  particularly  if  the  contractions  during  danger.  Two  days  afterwards  she  ap- 
the  birth  of  the  child  had  been  feeble,  or  peared  much  in  the  same  state.  Myfiriend 
the  labour  lingering.  I  am  pretw  well  watched  her  narrowly  for  more  than  a 
persuaded,  that  in  the  majority  of  those  month,  during  which  time  a  portion  of 
instances  where  the  placenta  has  been  na-  placenta,  the  size  of  a  wallnut,  was  ex- 
tnrally  expelled  after  a  retention  of  many  pelled.  She  recovered  her  health  per- 
bours,  it  nas  been  lodging  the  principal  fectly,  and  returned  to  her  friends  in  about 
part  of  the  time  in  the  vagina,  totally  ex-  six  weeks.  I  am  informed  that  nothing 
eluded  from  the  uterine  cavity;  and  this  I  more  passed  of  a  solid  character;  but  whe- 
think  very  likely  to  have  happened  in  the  ther  uie  has  ever  menstruated  I  do  not 
case  related  to  hare  occurred  under  Dr.  know.  I  shall  not  enter  into  any  specula- 
Hunter's  superintendence,  because  the  tions  on  the  case,  as  to  whether  absorption 
principle  on  which  it  was  conducted  was  may  have  taken  place,  or  what  change 
that  of  perfect  non  interference.  It  hap-  may  have  occurred  in  the  placenta  itself; 
pened  to  me  once  to  be  called  to  a  pa-  but  I  place  every  reliance  on  the  state- 
tient  on  the  seventh  day  after  delivery  of  ment,  that  so  long,  at  any  rate,  as  she  re- 
a  mature  fostus,  in  whose  uterus  the  pla-  mained  under  my  friend's  immediate  su- 
centa  still  remained ;  it  was  completely  pu-  perintendence,  the  placental  mass  did  not 
trid,  the  uterus  strongly  contracted  around  escape  from  the  va^na. 
it,  and  in  a  state  of  active  inflammation. 
Its  removal  was  perfectly  out  of  the  ques-  — — — " 
tion,  for  the  orifice  would  not  admit  the 
introduction  of  two  fingers.    She  died  the  o^  the 

""'aiS^are  on  record  in  which  the  pla-  PRESENT  STATE  OF  OUR  KNOW- 

centa  never  passed  from  the  uterus;  it  LEDGE  RESPECTING  THE  PHY- 

having  been  supposed  that  the  whole  or  SIOLOGY    OF    THE     NERVOUS 

the  principal  part  of  it  had  been  absorbed  SYSTEM  * 
by  the  action  of  the  uterine  vessels;'- and 

some  continental  practitioners  of  the  pre-  ^"*g  «  J^^port  prettnttd  to  tht  BritiMh  Aatoeia- 

sent  day  are  strving  advocates  for  ascribing  <««>  autmbUd  at  Cambridge,  June  1833. 

to  the  uterus  the  power  of  absorbing  por-  »    ,«,             ^              t*            -^m  -^ 

tions  of  placentaVwhen    left    after  ^e  ^t  William  Charles  Hekby,  M.D., 

chad's  birth.     Knowing   the  astonishing  Pbytldaa  to  tbe  Manchester  Royal 

resources  which  nature  possesses,  and  the  nnnnary. 

wonderftil  contrivances  she  adopts  for  the  [Coododed  from  p.  670.] 

purpose  of  restoring    the   system    to    a  

healthy  state,  we  should  scarcely  have  the 

temerity  to  deny  the  possibility  of  such  Besides  the   evidence  obtained  by  di- 

an  occurrence,  even  were  it  not  admitted  rect  experiments  on   living  animats,  se- 

by  respectable  authority ;  but  we  should  veral  important  facts  have  oeen  gathered 

certainly  not  expect  that  the  placental  mass,  from  the  pathology  of .  the  nervous  system 

or  any  great  proportion  of  it,  would  be  in  man.    These  consist  of  cases  of  insulat- 

removed  by  such  means ;  and  we  should  ed  paralysis  of  either  motion  or  feeling, 

be  acting  most  unwisely  if  we  left  it  with-  referred  to  the  changes  in  structure  ob- 

ia  the  uterus,  in  any  case,  with  that  hope,  served  after  death.    Sir  Charles  Bdl  has 

In  the  year  1SS9  I  was  requested  to  visit  himself  recorded  several  examples  of  tiiis 

a  young  unmarried  woman,  of  respectable  kind,  strongly  confirming  his  experimentid 
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results ;  and  others  of  similar  tendency  are  which  animates  each  part  of  the  bodv  le- 

scattered  through  the  successive  yolames  sides  in  that  part  of  the  spinal  i— nalla 

of  Magendie's  Journal.    But  it  must  be  whence  its  nerves  have  their  origui ;  aad 

admitted  that  evidence  of  this  kind  is  sel-  that  it  is  also  from  the  spinal  cord  that 

dom  distinct  and  conclusive.    The  struc-  the  heart  derives  the  principle  of  its  life 

tural   changes,   induced  by  disease,  are  and  its  motion.    The  experiiDental  prooC 

rarely  so  circumscribed  in  seat  and  extent,  supposed  to  establish  theae  propositiona 

as  to  represent  adequately  the  operations  consisted  in  destroying  in  different  labhita 

of  the  scalpel;  and  oiten  when  they  are  portions  of  the  cervical,  dotsal,  and  las- 

thus  isolated  within  anatomical  bounding  liar  medulla,    i^esntion  of  the  heart's  ac. 

lines,  they  affect,  by  pressure,  or  by  the  tion  was  affirmed  to  be  the  constant  molt 

spread  of  the  same  morbid  process,  in  a  of  the  operation ;  but  even  in  some  of  Le- 

oegrce  too  slight  to  leave  decided  traces,  gallois's  own  experiments,  the  motions  of 

the  functions  of  contiguous  parts ;   thus  the  heart  continued  after  considenble  iB« 

clouding  the  judgments  of  the  best  patho-  jurv  had  been  inflicted  on  the  spinal  cord, 

logists,  and  invalidating  their  inferences,  and  especially  on  its  lower  divisions.   Still 

There  ia,  however,  a  verv  remarkable  case  more  unequivocal  is  the  evidence  that  has 

described  by  Professor  Royer  CoUard,  to  been  advanced  by  Dr.  Wibon  Philip,  ta 

which  these  objections  do  not  apply.—*  his  Inquiry  into  the  Laws  of  the  Vital 

Sprevale,  an  invalided  soldier,  was  up-  fNanctions.    His  experiments,  which  weie 

wards  of  seventeen  years  the  subject  of  very  numerous  and  judiciously  varied, diofr 

medical  observation  in  the    Maison    de  that  the  circulation  oontinues  long  after 

Sante  of  Cbarenton.    This  individual  re-  entire  removal  of  the  spinal  marrow,  aad 

mained  for  the  last  seven  years  of  his  life  that  by  artificially  maintaining  rasptraCioQ. 

with  the  legs    and  thighs   permanently  the  motions  of  the  heart  may  be  ahnost  i»- 

crossed,  and  totally  incapable  of  motion^  definitely    prolonged.     Flonrons,  in    the 

though  retaining    their  sensibility.     On  tenth  volume  of  tne  Mem.  de  l*Acadeaiey 

opening  after  death  the  spinal  canal,  thero  has  lately  confirmed  Dr.  Philip^  views: 

was  found  the  pultaceous  softening  {nmol-  he  has  shewn^  that  the  drailatkNi  is  co- 

liuemint)  of  the  whole  anterior  part  of  the  tirely  independent  of  the  spinal  narrow. 

medulla,  and  of  almost  the  whole  of  the  The  influence  apparently  exerted  is  oaly 

fibrous  cords  which  form  it    The  asaeriar  secondary,  being  one  to  the  sospensioa  of 

roots  of  the  spinal  nerves  had  also  lost  the   respiratory   movements.     Thus    all 

their  accustomed  consistency;  while  the  those  portions  of  the  spinal  narrow  which 

posterior  surface  of  the  spinal  cord,  and  its  can  be  destroyed  in  the  different  classes  of 

investing  membrane,  were  healthy.    Seve-  animals  without  arresting  respiratioB,  aMf 

ral  of  the  cases  observed  by  Sir  Charles  be  removed  without  affectii^  the  ciroida- 

fiell  furnish  also  unequivocal  proof  of  the  tion.    In  fishes  and  frogs  the  entin  spinal 

soundness  of  the  vieivs  developed  by  expe-  cord  may  be  destroyed  without  ehrrkiag 

riment  the   heart's   motions,    becaose   ia    ihmt 

There  exist,  indeed,  few  truths  in  phy-  classes  the  medulla  oblongata  presides 

siology  established  on  so  wide  and  solid  a  clusively  over  the  respiratoiy  ftinctioa. 

basis  of  experimental  research  and  patho-  Acrvai^The   classifiGation    of 

logical  observation,  as  those  deduced  by  which  is  most  convenient  to  the  phy&iolo> 

Sir  Charles  Bell,  the  original  discoverer,  gist,  is  based  upon  their  vital  pn^rtlcsor 

and  by  Magendie,  his  successor  in  the  path  functions.     Such  an  arraagenent  woakl 

of  inquiry,  respecting  the  offices  of  the  distribute  them  into — 1,  nerves  of  motkm; 

spinal  medulla.    This  oigan  may  now  be  2,  nerves  both  of  motion  and  sen«mtiea; 

rei^arded  as  mainly,  if  not  solely,  a  medium  3,  the  nerves  ministering  to  the  teases  of 

of  intercourse  between  the  external  world  sight,  smell,  and  hearing ;  and  4,  the  ftaa- 

and  the  brain,  and  again  between  the  brain  glionie  sjrstem,  or,  aocording  to  Bieliat, 

and  the  voluntaiy  muscles ;  its  two  anterior  nerves  of^  organic  life.    Sir  Charles  BtU 

columns  being  subservient  to  motion,  its  has  added  a  fifth  class,  comprising  nervca 

two  posterior  to  sensation.  which  he  supposes  aro  dedicated  to  the  re> 

The  work  of  Legallois,  entitled,  <*  Ex-  spiralory  motions;  but  it  will  afterwarda 
periences  sur  le  Principe  de  la  Vie,  notam-  appear,  that  the  existence  of  an  exdnslva 
ment  sur  celui  des  Mouvemens  do  Cceur  system  of  respiratory  nervet  is  not  sap* 
et  snr  le  Siege  de  ce  Principe,"  was  the  ported  by  sufficient  evidence, 
first  remarkable  essay  on  the  reUticms  be-  I.  The  first  class  of  nctves,  cxmrasiaip 
twcen  the  heart  and  the  spinal  cord.  It  the  single  office  of  conveying  motion,  eon- 
will,  however,  be  sufficient  to  allude  in  ge-  prebends  the  third,  fourth,  rixth,  nortia 
neral  terras  to  the  conclusions  of  Lc^galldis,  dura  of  the  seventh,  the  ninth,  ana  par> 
since  they  have  been  entirely  subverted  by  haps  two  divisions  of  the  eighth,  vis.  tha 
the  subsequent  researches  of  Dr.  Wilson  glosso-pbaryngeal  and  spinal  aeeesMisy. 
ind  M.  Floorens.  Legalluis^s  Mr.  H.  Mayo's  expcrimentv,  detailed  in  his 
'rmc  uaft,    that  the    principle  Anatomical  and  Physiological  Ct 
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taries,  No.  1 1  (and  Jomnal  de  Phytiqne^  after  its  section  in  an  ass,  and  that  side  of 

torn,  iii.)  throw  much  light  on  the  Tunc-  the  face  remained  at  rest  and  placid  dur- 

tions  of  several  of  these  nerres.    The  mo>  ing  the  highest  excitement  of,  the  other 

tions  of  the  iris,  he  shows,  require  the  in-  parts  of  the  respiratory  organs.**    These 

tegrity  of  the  third  pair,  division  of  these  and  similar  observations  are  all  consistent 

nerves  being  always  followed  by  fall  dila-  with  the  opinion,  that  the  seventh  is  sim- 

tation  of  the  pupils,  which  cease  to  be  ply  a  nerve  of  voluntary  motion.    It  will 

obedient  to  the  stimulus  of  light    If  the  afterwards  appear  that  it  has  no  claim  to 

divided  end  of  the  nerve  communicating  any  further  endowment, 

with  the  eye  be  pinched  by  the  forceps,  Mr.  Herbert  Mayo  infen  from  his  expe- 

the  iris  contracts.    Hence  it  is  apparent  riments,  that  the  three  divisions  of  the 

that  diminution  of  the  aperture  of  toe  pu-  eighth  pair  are  all  nerves  both  of  motion 

pii  is  the  result  of  action,  and  dilatation  of  and  sensation.    Thus  the  glosso-nharyn- 

the  pupil  the  refult  of  relaxation,  of  the  geus  is  .a  nerve  of  .motion  to  the  pharynx, 

iris.    Flourens  has  shown  that  complete  and  perhaps  of  sensibility  to  the  tongue, 

extirpation  of  the  tubereula  ouadrigemina  He  observed  that,  "on  irritating  the  glosso- 

also  paralyses  the  iris,  and  that  irritation  pharyngeal  nerve  in  an   animal  recently 

of  those  bodies  excites  its  contractions,  killed,  the  muscular  fibres  about  the  pha- 

The  same  efi^ect  is  noticed  by  Mayo  to  rynx  acted,  but  not  those  of  the  tongue." 

arise  Arom  division  or  irritation  of  the  op.  Irritation  of  the  spinal  accessory  prooilced 

tic  nerve.    He  divided  the  optic  nerves  both  muscular  contractions  and  pain.  The 

within  the  cranium  of  a  pigeon  imme-  par  vagum,  he  conceives,  bestows  sensiM- 

diately  after  decapitation.    When  the  end  litv  on  the  membrane  of  the  lai^nx,  be- 

of  the  nerve  connected  with  the  ball  of  the  sides  conveying  the  motive  stimulus  to  its 

eye  was  seized  in  the  forceps,  no  action  muscles.    This  nerve  has  been  the  subject 

ensued;  but  when  the  end  attached  to  the  of  experiment  from  the  earliest  times,  and 

brain  was  irritated,  the  iris  immediately  Legallois  has  minutely  described  the  re- 

contracted.     These   several    experiments  suits    obtaiiied    by   successive    inquirers, 

clearly  indicate  the  dependence  of  the  iris  These   were   singularly   discordant,   and 

upon  the  optic  nerve,  upon  the  tubereula  gave  origin  to  the  most  opposite  theories 

from  which  one  root  of  that  nerve  springs,  of  the  mode  of  action  of  the  par  vagum. 

and  upon  the  third  pair.    The  stimulus  of  In  the  greater  number  of  experiments, 

light  impinges  upon  the  retina,  is  conveyed  section  of  this  nerve  was  folloii«*ed,  after  a 

along  the  optic  nerve  through  the  tubercle  longer  or  shorter  interval,  bv  deatb.    Pic. 

to  the  sensorium,  whence  the  motive  im>  colhomini  contended  that  the  division  of 

pression  is  propagated  to  the  iris  by  the  the  nerve  was  fatal,  from  its  arresting  the 

third  encephalic  nerve.  movements  of  the  heart,  and  after  him 

It  is  not  so  easy  to  define  the  precise  Willis  supported  the  same  doctrine.    By 

mode  of  action  of  the  pathetic!,  or  fourth  Haller,  on  the  contrary,  the  cause  of  death 

pair  of  nerves.    Sir  Charles  Bell  supposes  was  sought  in  disturbance  of  the  digestive 

that  they  are  destined  '*  to  provide  for  the  functions.    Bichat  and  Dupuytren  seem  to 

insensible  and  instinctive  rolling  of  the  have  been  the  first  to  obtain  a  glimpse  of 

eye-bfljl,  and  to  associate  this  motion  of  the  true  seat  of  injury.    The  former  re. 

the  eye«ball  with  the  winkinp^  motions  of  marked  that  the  respiration  became  very 

the  eye-lids."    He  even  conjectures,  that  laborious  alter  section  of  the  nerve,  and 

'*  the  influence  of  the  fourth  nerve  is,  on  Dupuytren  distinctly  traced  death  to  as. 

certain  occasions,  to  cause  a  relaxation  of  phyxi'a.    Legallois  has  established  by  nu. 

the  muscle  to  which  it  goes."    It  is  cer.  merous  experiments  the  accuracy  ol  this 

tain,  however,  from  its  exclusive  distribu-  last  view.    He  has  shown  that,  in  very 

tion  to  the  superior  oblique  muscle,  that  young  animals,  death  is  the  immediate 

the  fourth  is  a  nerve  of  motion.    The  sixth  consequence  of  the  operation  of  cutting 

nerve  is  also  a  nerve  of  voluntary  motion,  either   the  par  vagum  or  its  recurrent 

and  is  sent  to  the  rectus  extemus  of  the  branch,  and  that  the  suddenness  of  the  ef. 

eye-balL  feet  is  due  to  the  narrowness  of  the  aper- 

Sir  Charles  Bell  has  placed  the  portio  ture  of  the  glottis  in  early  age.     In  adult 

dura  of  the  seventh  pair  among  his  respi.  animals,  the  asphyxia  is  induced  by  the 

ratoiy   nerves.     There   is,   however,   no  efi'usion  of  serous  fluids,  and  ropy  aisco. 

doubt  that  it  is  simply  a.motive  nerve,  and  loured  mucus,  into  the  bronchial  tubes  apd 

that  it  is  indeed  the  only  nerve  of  motion  air-cells.     More    recently.    Dr.    Wilson 

which  supplies  all  the  muscles  of  the  face,  Philip  has  practised  the  section  of  the  par 

except  those  of  the  lower  jaw  and  palate,  vagum  with  an  especial  reference  to  its  in. 

Division  of  this  nerve  occasions  no.  ex-  fluence  upon  digestion.    He  divided  the 

pression  of  pain,  according  to  Bell;  but  nerve  below  the  origin  of  the  inferior  la. 

Maya's  experience  is  opposed  to  this  ab>  ryngeal  branch,  as  in  this  case  the  dysp. 

sence  of  sensibility.    '*-  The  motion  of  the  noea  is  much  less  considerable  than  when 

nostril  of  the  same  side  instantly  ceased,  the  woond  is  inflicted  on  the  higher  por 
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results ;  and  others  of  similar  tendency  are  which  animates  each  part  of  the  bodv  le- 
scattered  through  the  successive  yolnmes  sides  in  that  part  of  the  spinal  mcaaUa 
of  Magendie's  Jouroal.  But  it  must  be  whence  its  nerves  have  their  origin ;  and 
admitted  that  evidence  of  this  kind  is  sel-  that  it  is  also  from  the  spinal  cord  that 
dom  distinct  and  conclusive.  The  struc-  the  heart  derives  the  principle  of  its  life 
tural  changes,  induced  by  disease,  are  and  its  motion.  The  experimental  proof 
rarely  so  circumscribed  in  seat  and  extent,  supposed  to  establish  these  propositiona 
as  to  represent  adequately  the  operations  consisted  in  destroying  in  different  rabbits 
of  the  scalpel;  and  often  when  they  are  portions  of  the  cervicu,  dorsal,  and  lorn* 
thus  isolated  within  anatomical  bounding  tmr  medulla.  X^essation  of  the  heart's  ac- 
lines,  they  affect,  by  pressure,  or  by  the  tion  was  affirmed  to  be  the  constant  result 
spread  of  the  same  morbid  process,  in  a  of  the  operation ;  but  even  in  some  of  Le« 
degree  too  slight  to  leave  d^ded  traces,  gallois's  own  experiments,  the  motions  of 
the  functions  of  contiguous  parts ;  thus  the  heart  continued  after  considerable  in- 
clouding  the  judsments  of  the  best  patho-  jurv  had  been  inflicted  on  the  spinal  cord, 
legists,  and  iavuidating  their  inferences,  ana  especially  on  its  lower  divisions.  Still 
There  in,  however,  a  very  remarkable  case  more  unequivocal  is  the  evidence  that  has 
described  by  Professor  Koyer  Collard,  to  been  advanced  by  Dr.  Wilson  Philip,  in 
which  these  objections  do  not  apply.—  his  Inquiry  into  the  Laws  of  the  Vital 
Sprevale,  an  invalided  soldier,  was  up-  Functions.  His  experiments,  which  were 
wards  of  seventeen  years  the  subject  of  very  numerous  and  judiciously  varied,  show 
medical  observation  in  the  Maison  de  that  the  circulation  continues  long  after 
Sante  of  Cbarenton.  This  individual  re-  entire  removal  of  the  spinal  marrow,  and 
mained  for  the  last  seven  years  of  his  life  that  by  artificially  maintaining  respiration, 
with  the  legs  and  thighs  permanently  the  motions  of  the  heart  may  be  almost  in- 
crossed,  and  totally  incapable  of  motion^  definitely  prolonged.  Flourens,  in  the 
though  retaining  their  sensibility.  On  tenth  volume  of  the  Mem.  de  PAcadtoie, 
opening  after  death  the  spinal  canal,  there  has  lately  confirmed  Dr.  Philip's  views: 
was  found  the  pultaceous  softening  {ramol-  he  has  shewn-  that  the  circulation  is  en> 
listement)  of  the  whole  anterior  part  of  the  tirely  independent  of  the  spinal  marrow. 
meduUa,  and  of  almost  the  whole  of  the  The  influence  apparently  exerted  is  only 
fibrous  cords  which  form  it.  The  anterior  secondary,  being  due  to  the  suspension  of 
roots  of  the  spinal  nerves  had  also  lost  the  respiratory  movements.  Thus  all 
iheir  accustomed  consistency;  while  the  those  portions  of  the  spinal  marrow  which 
posterior  surface  of  the  spinal  cord,  and  its  can  be  destroyed  in  the  different  rlsnsfa  of 
investing  membrane,  were  healthy.  Seve-  animals  without  arresting  respiration,  may 
ral  of  the  cases  observed  by  Sir  Charles  be  removed  without  affecting  the  circida- ' 
fiell  furnish  also  unequivocal  proof  of  the  tion.  In  fishes  and  frogs  the  entire  spinal 
soundness  of  the  view's  developed  by  expe-  cord  may  be  destroyed  without  ehecking 
riment  the   heart's   motions,    because   in    thcte 

There  exist,  indeed,  few  truths  in  phy-  classes  the  medulla  oblongata  presides  ex* 

siology  established  on  so  wide  and  solid  a  clusively  over  the  respiratory  function, 

basis  of  experimental  research  and  patho-  Nervet. — The    classification    of    nerves 

logical  observation,  as  those  dednced  by  which  is  most  convenient  to  the  physiolo. 

Sir  Charles  Bell,  the  original  discoverer,  gist,  is  based  upon  their  vital  properties  or 

and  by  Magendie,  his  successor  in  the  path  functions.     Such  an  arrangement  would 

of  inquiry,  respecting  the  offices  of  the  distribute  them  into — I,  nerves  of  motion ; 

spinal  medulla.    This  oi^n  may  now  be  2,  nerves  both  of  motion  and  sea'^ation ; 

regarded  as  mainly,  if  not  solely,  a  medium  3,  the  nerves  ministering  to  the  senses  of 

of  intercourse  between  the  external  world  sight,  smell,  and  hearing ;  and  4,  the  gan- 

and  the  brain,  and  again  between  the  brain  glionic  system,  or,  according  to  Blchat, 

and  the  voluntary  muscles;  its  two  anterior  nerves  of  organic  life.    Sir  Charles  Bell 

columns  being  subservient  to  motion,  its  has  added  a  fifth  class,  comprising  nervea 

two  posterior  to  sensation.  which  he  supposes  are  dedicated  to  the  re- 

The  work  of  Legallois,  entitled,  *<  Ex-  spiratory  motions;  but  it  will  alterwarda 

periences  sur  le  Principe  de  la  Vie,  notam-  appear,  that  the  existence  of  an  exclusive 

ment  sur  celui  -  des  Mouvemens  da  Cceur  system  of  respiratory  nerves  is  not  sup* 

et  sur  le  Si^ge  de  ce  Principe,"  was  the  ported  by  sufficient  evidence, 

first  remarkable  essay  on  the  relations  be-  I.  The  first  class  of  nerves,  exercisinf^ 

tween  the  heart  and  the  spinal  cord.     It  the  single  office  of  conveying  motion,  com- 

will,  however,  be  sufficient  to  allude  in  ge-  prebends  the  third,  fourth,  sixth,  portio 

neral  terms  to  the  conclusions  of  Legallois,  dura  of  the  seventh,  the  ninth,  and  per- 

since  they  have  been  entirely  subverted  by  haps  two  divisions  of  the  eighth,  viz.  the 

the  subsequent  researches  of  Dr.  Wilson  glosso-pharyngeal    and   spinal  accessory. 

Philip    and    M.    Flourens.      Legallois's  Mr.  H.  Mayo's  exiieriments,  detailed  in  his 

main    doctrine  was,    that  the   principle  AnalomicaJ  and  Physiological  Commen- 
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taries,  No.  1 1  (and  Jonnnd  de  Phytiqii«»  after  its  fection  in  an  ass,  and  that  side  of 

torn,  iii.)  throw  much  light  on  the  fnnc-  the  fbce  remained  at  rest  and  placid  dur- 

tions  of  several  of  these  nenres.    The  mo-  ing  the  highest  exciteme&t  of.  the  other 

tions  of  the  iris,  he  shows,  require  the  in-  parts  of  the  respiratoiy  oigans.'*    These 

tegrity  of  the  third  pair,  division  of  these  and  similar  ohservations  are  all  consistent 

nerves  being  always  followed  by  full  dila-  with  the  opinion,  that  the  seventh  is  sim- 

tation  of  the  pupils,  which  cease  to  be  ply  ft  nerve  of  voluntary  motion.    It  will 

obedient  to  the  stimulus  of  light    If  the  afterwards  appear  that  it  has  no  claim  to 

divided  end  of  the  nerve  communicating  anv  further  endowment 

with  the  eye  be  pinched  by  the  forceps,  Mr.  Herbert  Mayo  infers  from  his  ezpe- 

theiris  contracts.    Hence  it  is  apparent  riments,  that  the  three  divisions  of  the 

that  diminution  of  the  aperture  of  the  pu-  eighth  pair  are  all  nerves  both  of  motion 

pil  is  the  result  of  action,  and  dilatation  of  and  sensation.    Thus  the  glosso-pharyn. 

the  pupil  the  result  of  relaxation,  of  the  geus  is  a  nerve  of  motion  to  the  poarynx, 

iris.    Flourens  has  shown  that  complete  9nd  perhaps  of  sensibility  to  the  tongue, 

extirpation  of  the  tubercula  ouadrigemina  He  observed  that,  **  on  irritating  the  glosso- 

also  paralvses  the  iris,  and  tDat  irritation  pbaryogeal  nerve  in  an   animal  recently 

of  those  bodies  excites  its  contractions,  killed,  the  muscular  fibres  about  the  pha- 

The  same  effect  is  noticed  by  Mayo  to  rynx  acted,  but  not  those  of  the  tongue." 

arise  fkt>m  division  or  irritation  of  the  op-  Irritation  of  the  spinal  accessory  produced 

tic  nerve.    He  divided  the  optic  nerves  both  muscular  contnctlons  and  pain.  The 

within  the  cranium  of  a  pigeon  imme-  par  vag^ro,  be  conceives,  bestows  sensibi- 

diately  after  decapitation.    Vvhen  the  end  lity  on  the  membrane  of  the  larynx,  be* 

of  the  nerve  connected  with  the  ball  of  the  sides  conveying  the  motive  stimulus  to  its 

eye  was  seized  in  the  forceps,  no  action  muscles.    This  nerve  has  been  the  subject 

ensued ;  but  when  the  end  attached  to  the  of  experiment  from  the  earliest  times,  and 

brain  was  irritated,  the  iris  immediately  LegalloiH  has  minutely  described  the  re. 

contracted.     These   several   experiments  suits   obtained   by   successive   inquirers, 

clearly  indicate  the  dependence  of  the  irin  These   weK   singularly   diteordant,   and 

upon  the  optic  nerve,  upon  the  tubercnla  gave  origin  to  the  most  opposite  theories 

from  which  one  root  of  that  nerve  springs,  of  the  mode  of  action  of  tne  par  vagnm. 

und  upon  the  third  pair.    The  stimulus  of  In  the  greater  number  of  experiments, 

light  impinges  upon  the  retina,  is  conveyed  section  of  this  nerve  was  foUo^'ed,  after  a 

along  the  optic  nerve  through  the  tubercle  longer  or  shorter  interval,  by  death.    Pic. 

to  tlie  sensorium,  whence  the  motive  im-  colhomini  contended  that  the  division  of 

pression  is  propagated  to  the  iris  by  the  the  nerve  was  fatal,  tnaa  its  arresting  the 

third  encephalic  nerve.  movements  of  the  heart,  and  after  him 

It  is  not  so  easy  to  define  the  precise  Willis  supported  the  same  doctrine.  By 
mode  of  action  of  the  pathetici,  or  fourth  Haller,  on  the  contrary,  the  cause  of  death 
pair  of  nerves.  Sir  Charles  Bell  supposes  was  sought  in  disturbance  of  the  digestive 
that  they  are  destined  <*  to  provide  for  the  functions.  Bichat  and  Dopuy tren  seem  to 
insensible  and  instinctive  rolling  of  the  have  been  the  first  to  obtain  a  glimpse  of 
eye- ball,  and  to  associate  this  motion  of  the  true  seat  of  injury.  The  former  re- 
the  eye-ball  with  the  winking  motions  of  marked  that  the  respiration  became  very 
the  eye-lids."  He  even  conjectures,  that  laborious  after  section  of  the  nerve,  and 
'*  the  influence  of  the  fourth  nerve  is,  on  Dupnytren  distinctly  traced  death  to  as- 
certain occasions,  to  cause  a  relaxation  of  phyxia.  Legallois  has  established  by  nu- 
the  muscle  to  which  it  goes."  It  is  cer-  merous  experiments  the  accuracy  oi  this 
tain,  however,  from  its  exclusive  distribu-  last  view.  He  has  shown  that,  in  very 
tion  to  the  superior  oblique  muscle,  that  young  animals,  death  is  the  immediate 
the  fourth  is  a  nerve  of  motion.  The  sixth  consequence  of  the  operation  of  cutting 
serve  is  also  a  nerve  of  voluntary  motion,  either  the  par  vsigom  or  its  recurrent 
«nd  is  sent  to  the  rectus  extemus  of  the  branch,  and  that  the  suddenness  of  the  ef. 
cye-balL  feet  is  due  to  the  narrowness  of  the  aner- 

Sir  Charles  Bell  has  placed  the  portio  ture  of  the  glottis  in  early  age.    In  adult 

dura  of  the  seventh  pair  among  his  respi-  animals,  the  asphyxia  is  induced  by  the 

ratory   nerves.     There  is,   however,   no  effusion  of  serous  fluids,  and  ropy  disco* 

doubt  that  it  is  simply  a.  motive  nerve,  and  loured  mucus,  into  the  bronchial  tubes  apd 

that  it  is  indeed  the  only  nerve  of  motion  air-cells.      More    recently.    Dr.    Wilson 

which  supplies  all  the  muscles  of  the  face,  Philip  has  pructised  the  section  of  the  par 

except  thoee  of  the  lower  jaw  and  palate,  vagum  with  an  especial  reference  to  its  in- 

Division  of  this  nerve  occasions  no  ex-  fluence  upon  digestion.    He  divided  the 

pression  of  pain,  according  to  Bell ;  but  nerve  below  the  origin  of  the  inferior  la- 

Mayo's  experience  is  opposed  to  this  ab-  ryngeal  branch,  as  in  this  case  the  dysp- 

sence  of  sensibility.    **-  Toe  motion  of  the  noea  is  much  less  considerable  than  when 

Qiistril  of  the  same  side  instantly  ceased,  the  wound  is  inflicted  on  the  higher  por- 
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tton.     It  was  fonnd,  in  all  these  trials,  rem  dictam,  properat,  insalutato  gangUo 

that  food  intniduced  into  the  stomach  af-  similunari,  ad 'similitudinem  nuUcnm  «n- 

ter  the  operatibn  remained  wholly  undi-  teriornm  nenronim  spinaliam  ?"    Soca. 

gested.    Hence  Dr.  Philip  infers  the  de-  mering  has  also  pointed  ont  with  eqoal 

pendence  of  secretion  npon  nenrons  in-  clearness  the  resemblance  in  distribntkm 

fluence-— aconclnsion,  itbias  been  remarked  between  the  smaller  root  of  the  fifth,  and 

byDr.  Alison »  not  lo^callydeducible  from  the  anterior  roots  of  the  spinal  nerrea. 

the  experimental  data.  But  Sir  Charles  Bell  was  the  first  to  eata- 

The  par  vagum  cannot  then,  it  is  ob-  blish  the  identity  of  their  fonetioDsiy  aod 

vious,  be  incmded  in  the  class  of  nerves  to  arrange  them  prominently  in  the  same 

siibserrient  solely  to  motion;  and  it  is  natural  division.     His  experiment  oon- 

even  doubtful  whether  the  other  two  divi.  sisted  in  exposing  the  fifth  pair  at  its  root, 

sions  of  the  eighth  pair  are  not  also  en-  in  an  ass,  the  moment  the  animal  was 

dowed  with  sensibility.     Respecting  the  killed.     **  On  irritating  the  nerve,  the 

function  of  the  ninth,  or  Ungiml,  there  is,  muscles  of  the  jaw  acted,  and  the  jaw  was 

however,  no  place  for  hesitation.    It  has  closed  with  a  snap.    On  dividing  the  root 

been  experimentally  proved  by  Mr.  Mayo  of  the  nerve  in  a  liring  animal,  the  jaw  ffell 

to   supply  the  muscles   of  the  tongue ;  relaxed."    In  another  experiment  the  sa 

though  he  also  asserts  that  pinching  it  perior  maxillary  branch  of  the  fifth  nerte 

with  the  forceps  excited  pain.    Three  of  was  exposed.    **  Touching  this  nerve  guTe 

these  nerves,  the  third,  sixth,  and  ninth,  acute  pain ; the  side  of  the  lip 

arise,  it  was  first  remarked  by  Sir  Chftries  was  observed  to  hang  low,  and  it  was 

Bell,  from  a  tract  of  medullarjr  matter  draoged  to  the  other  side."    Sir  Charles 

continuous  with  the  anterior  column  of  Bell  concluded  that  the  fifth  nerve  and  its 

the  spinal  marrow;  and  hence  their  ex-  branches  are  endowed  with  the  attributes 

elusive  office  of  conducting  motive  im-  of  motion  and  sensation.    This,  thoagh 

pressions.  correct  as  regards  the  nerte  itself,  riewed 

II.  There  are  thirty-two  pairs  of  nerves  as  a  whole,  is  strictly  true  only  of  the  low- 
of  similar  anatomical  origin  and  composi-  est  of  its  three  <2fvtti0i»f,  Yis.  the  inferior 
tion,  which  possess  the  twofold  office  of  maxillary.  The  ophthalmic  and  the  sa- 
communicating  motion  and  sensation.  Of  perior  maxillary,  the  subject  of  the  last  ex- 
these,  all  excepting  one  (the  fiAh  pair  of  periment,  are  nerves  simply  of  sensation. 
the  cerebral  nerves)  spring  from  the  spinal  Mr.  Herbert  Mayo,  in  the  essay  already  re- 
marrow.  These  thirty-one  pairs  are  pre-  ferred  to,  has  pointed  out  this  error,  and 
cisely  analogous  in  formation,  being  all  has  defined  with  minute  precision  the  re- 
constituted of  two  distinct  series  of  roots,  lative  offices  of  the  fifth  and  seventh 
one  fh>m  the  anterior  column,  and  one  nerves.  By  a  carefhl  dissection  of  the 
from  the  posterior  column  of  the  spinid  fifth  nerve  he  found  that  the  anterior 
marrow.  The  posterior  funiculi  collected  branch,  or  smaller  root,  which  goes,  as 
together  form  a  ganglion,  seated  just  be-  Prochaska  was  aware,  entirely  to  the  infe- 
fore  this  root  is  joined  by  the  anterior  rior  maxillary,  is  distributed  exclusivelrto 
root  It  has  been  already  stated,  that  the  the  circamflexus  palati,  the  pteiygoids, 
power  of  propagating  sensation  resides  in  and  temporal  and  masseter  mutcli.  He 
the  posterior  column,  and  in  the  nervous  observed,  that  section  of  the  supia  and  in. 
roots  arisinf^  from  it,  and  that  the  motive  fhi-orbitar  branches,  and  of  toe  infMor 
faculty  has  itit  seat  in  the  anterior  column  maxillary,  near  the  foramina,  whence  they 
and  roots.  The  eridence,  also,  supplied  emerge,  induces  loss  of  sensation  in  the 
by  iiell  and  Magendie,  that  the  spinal  corresponding  parts  of  the  face.  It  may 
nerves  are  hence  nerves  of  double  office,  then  be  regarded  as  fhlly  proved,  that  this 
has  been  fully  detailed.  It  remains,  then,  trigeminus,  or  fifth  pair,  is  the  nerve 
to  establish  the  title  of  the  fifth  pair  of  which  bestows  sensation  on  the  face  and 
cerebral  nerves  to  be  included  in  the  same  its  appendages,  and  motion  only  on  tlia 
class  with  the  spinal  nerves.  muscles  connected  with  the  lower  jaw. 

The  analogy  in  structure  and  mode  of  The  other  muscles  of  the  face  derive  their 

origin  between  the  fifth  pair  and  the  nerves  motive  power  fVom  the  portio  dura  of  the 

of  the  spine  has  been  long  matter  of  oWr-  seventh  nerve. 

vation.     Prochaska  has  thus  distinctly  no-        M.  Magendie  has  also  published  several 

ticed  it  in  a  passage  of  his  essay  De  Struc-  memoirs  on  the  functions  of  the  fifth  pair. 

tura  Nervorum,  published  in  1779,  first  In  these  he  attempts  to  prove  that  the 

pointed   out   to   me  by  lay  friend   Dr.  olfactory  nerve  is  not  the  nerve  of  smell ; 

Holme  :^"  Quare  omnium  cerebri  nervo-  that  the  optic  is  but  partially  the  nerve 

rum,  solum  quintum  par  post  ortnm  suum  of  vision ;  and  that  the  auditorv  is  sot  the 

more  nervornm  spinaitum,  ganglion  semi-  principal  nerve  of  hearing.    It  is  in  the 

lunare  dictum,  facere  debet?  sub  quo  pe-  fifth  pair  that  he  supposes  all  these  dis- 

culiaris  fnniculornm  fasciculus  ad  tertium  tinct  and  special  endowments  to  reside, 

quinti  paris  ramum,  maxillarem  inferio-  But  the  experimental  proof  will  be  found 
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to  be  singularly  inconclusiTe.  'The  olfac-  tuallv  observed  in  the  eye  of  the  side  on 
tory  nerves  were  entirely  destroyed  in  a  which  the  fi(th  nerre  had  been  divided, 
dog.  Alter  the  operation,  it  continued  Magendie  has  assigned  another  singular 
sensible  to  strong  odours— as  of  ammonia^  function  to  the  fifth  pair— viz.  to  preside 
acetic  acid,  or  essential  oil  of  lavender;  over  the  nutrition  of  the  eve.  Twenty- 
and  the  introduction  of  a  probe  into  the  four  hours  after  section  of  this  nerve,  inci- 
nasal  cavity  excited  the  same  motions  and  •  pient  opacity  of  the  cornea  was  observed, 
pain  as  in  an  unmutilated  dog.  The  fifth  which  gradually  increased  till  the  cornea 
pair  was  then  divided  in  several  young ani-  became  as  white  as  alabaster.  There  was 
mals,  the  olfactory  being  left  entire.  All  also  great  vascularity  of  the  conjunctiva 
signs  of  the  perception  of  strongly  odorous  extending  to  the  iris,  with  secretion  of  pus, 
suDstances— as  sneezing,  rubbing  the  nose,  and  formation  of  false  membranes  in  the 
or  turning  away  the  head — entirely  disap-  anterior  chamber.  About  the  ek^hth  day, 
peared.  From  these  facts,  Magendie  in-  the  cornea  began  to  detach  itself  from  the 
fers  that  the  seat  of  the  sensations  of  smell  sclerotica,  the  centre  ulcerated,  and  the 
is  in  the  fifth,  and  not  in  the  first  pair  of  humours  of  the  eye  finally  escaped,  leaving 
nerves.  It  is  obvious  that  Magendie  has  only  a  small  tubmle  in  the  orbit  In  this 
confounded  two  modes  of  sensation,  which  experiment,  the  nerve  had  been  divided  in 
are  essentially  distinct  in  their  nature  and  the  tem^rai  fossa,  but  when  cut  immedi- 
in  their  oiganic  seat — viz.  the  true  percep-  ately  after  leaving  the  pons  Varolii,  the 
tions  of  smell,  and  the  common  sensibility  moroid  changes  were  less  marked,  the 
of  the  nasal  passages.  The  phenomena,  movements  of  the  globe  of  the  eye  were 
which  he  observed  to  cease  after  the  section  preserved,  the  inflammation  was  limited  to 
of  the  fifth  nerve,  are  the  results  of  simple  the  superior  part  of  the  eye,  and  the  opa- 
irritation  of  the  pituitary  membrane,  and  city  occupied  only  a  small  segment  of  the 
are  manifestly  wholly  unconnected  with  circumference  of  the  cornea.  After  divi* 
the  sense  of  smelling,  since  they  are  pro-  sion  of  the  nerve  near  its  origin  in  the  me- 
ducible  by  all  poweirnl  chemical  agents,  dulla,  no  traces  of  disease  were  discover- 
even  though  inodorous — ^as,  for  example,  by  able  in  the  eye  till  the  seventh  day,  and 
sulphuric  acid.  No  proof  has  been  given  these  symptoms -never  became  very  promi- 
that  the  true  olfactoiy  perceptions  do  not  nent.  Several  cases  have  been  since  re- 
survive  the  destruction  of  tne  fifth  pair,  corded  of  structural  disease  of  this  nerve 
Indeed,  in  a  subsequent  paper,  Magendie  in  the  human  subject,  with  the  ooncomi- 
confesses  that  the  loss  of  sensibility  in  the  tant  symptoms.  That  of  Laini,  described 
nasal  membrane,  after  section  of  the  fifth,  by  Serres,  in  the  4th  vol.  of  Magendie's 
does  not  prove  the  residence  of  the  sense  Journal,  furnishes  strong  support  to  the 
of  smell  in  the  branches  of  that  nerve ;  views  of  Magendie. 
but  merely  that  the  olfactory  nerve  re.  A  different  explanation  of  this  fact,  and 
quires,  for  its  perfect  action,  the  co-ope-  of  others,  which  have  a  tendency  to  refer 
ration  of  the  fifth  pair,  and  that  it  pos-  secretion  and  nutrition  to  the  control  of 
sesses  only  a  special  sensibility  to  odorous  the  nervous  system,  has  been  proposed  by 
particles.  Dr.  Alison.  Mucous  surfaces  ane  protected 
There  is  even  less  ground  for  supposing  from  the  contact  of  air  and  foreign  bodies 
that  the  fifth  pair  is  in  any  degree  subser-  by  a  copious  secretion,  which  is  evidently 
vient  to  the  senses  ofsight  and  hearing.  After  regulated  in  amount  by  their  sensibility, 
cutting  this  nerve  on  one  side,  the  flame  of  since  it  is  increased  by  any  unusual  irrita- 
a  torch  was  suddenly  brought  near  the  eye,  tion.  This  is  especially  true  of  the  mem. 
without  inducing  contraction  of  the  pupil;  brane  of  the  eye.  Now  section  of  the 
but  the  direct  light  of  the  sun  caused  the  fifth  pair  is  knowi^  to  paralyse  the  sensibi- 
animal  to  close  its  eyelids.  Thus  the  sen.  lity  of  that  organ,  and  the  contact  of  air 
sibility  of  the  retina,  though  somewhat  or  other  irritating  body  upon  the  imentibU 
impaired,  was  not  destroyed  ny  division  of  membrane,  instead  of  inducing  an  aug. 
the  fiAh  pair.  But  section  of  the  optic  mented  mucous  discharge,  will  excite  the 
nerves  was  immediately  followed  by  total  inflammatory  process  described  by  Magen. 
blindness.  In  another  rabbit,  Magendie  die.  The  disorder  of  the  digestive  func 
divided  the  fifth  pair  on  one  side,  and  the  tion,  which  followed  division  of  the  par 
optic  nerve  on  the  other.  The  animal,  vagum  in  the  exneriments  of  Dr.  Wilson 
he  states,  was  completely  deprived  of  sight,  Philip,  and  the  ulceration  of  the  coats  of 
though  the  eye,  in  which  the  fifth  pair  only  the  bladder  after  injury  of  the  lower  part 
had  been  cut,  remained  susceptible  to  the  of  the  spinal  marrow,  are  attributed,  by 
action  of  the  solar  rays.  No  evidence,  Dr.  Alison,  to  the  same  cause, 
however,  is  offered  to  shew  that  the  ani-  The  class  of  nerves  which  comprehends 
mal  was  entirely  blind :  on  the  contrary,  the  fifth  pair  and  the  thirty-one  pairs  of 
the  only  change  observed,  on  approaching  spinal  nerves,  bccmnes,  after  the  union  of 
a  torch  to  an  uninjured  eye^  was  contraction  their  roots,  invested  with  a  two-fold  en- 
of  the  iris;  and  this,  we  are  told,  was ac.  dowment,  and  continues  so   throughout 
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their  entire  course  and  finaldiRtribntion  to  Ganglions;  published  in    1771,    has    de- 

the  muscular  tissue.     It  would  appear,  in-  scribed  a  few  inconclusive  experimeots  on 

deed,  from  a  later  paper  of  Sir  Charles  the  cardiac    nerves.    He    supposes    that 

Bid],  that  nerves  of  sensation,  as  well  as  "  ganglions  are  the  instruments  by  which 

of  motion,  are  necessary  to  the  perfect  ac-  the  motions  of  the  heart  and  intestines  are 

tion  of  the  Toluntary  muscles.    *'  Between  rendered  uniformly  involuntary ;" — a  no- 

the  brain  and  the  muscles  there  is  a  circle  tion  which  Sir  Charles  Bell  has  shewn  to 

of  nerves ;  one  nerve  conveys  tlie  influence  be  totally  unsound.    The  best  history  of 

fh>m  the  brain  to  the  muscle ;  another  opinions,  to  which  indeed  our  knowledge 

gives  the  sense  of  the  condition  of  the  reduces  itself,  will  be  found  in  the  physio- 

muscle  to  the  brain."    In  the  case  of  the  logical  section    of    Lobstein's  work,    De 

spinal  nerves,  this  circle  of  intercourse  is  iVerm  Stfmpathetiei  Fabrieot  Um,  «t  Marbis. 
at  least  probable ;  but  proof  of  its  neoes-        In  the  earliest  of  his  communications  to 

sity  must  be  obtained  from  observing  the  the  Royal  Society,  as  well  as  in  his  last 

habitudes  of  those  encephalic  nerves  which  work  on  the  Nervous  System,  Sir  Charles 

minister  exclusively  to  motion.    Now  it  is  Bell  has  maintained  the  existence  of  a  w- 

fonnd,  on  minute  dissection,  that  the  mus-  parate  class  of  nerves,  subservient  to  the 

cles  of  the  eye-ball,  which  are  supplied  by  regular  and  the  associated  actions  of  respi- 

the  third,  fourth,  and  sixth  motive  nerves,  ration.    The  origins  of  these  nerves  **  are 

also  receive  sensitive  filaments  from  the  in  a  line  or  series,  and  from  a  distinct 

ophthalmic  branch  of  the  fifth ;  and  that  column  of  the  spinal  marrow.     Behind 

the  muscles  of  the  face,    to  which   the  the  corpus  olivare,  and  anterior  to  that 

portio  dura  is  distributed,  are  also  furnished  process,  which  descends  from  the  cerebel- 

with  branches  of  sensation  from  the  fifth,  turn,  called  sometimes  the    corpus  resti> 

Sir  Charles  Bell  has  fbrther  shewn  that  forme,  a  convex  strip  of  medullary  matter 

the  muscles  of  the  lower  jaw,  to  which  may  be  observed.    From  this  tract  of  me- 

the  motive  impression  is  propagated  by  the  duUary  matter,  on  the  side  of  the  medulla 

muscular  branch  of  the  inferior  maxillary,  oblongata,  arise,  in  succession  from  above 

draw  nervous  supplies  also  from  the  gan-  downwards,  the  portio  dura  of  the  seventh 

glionic  or  sensitive  branclr  of  that  division  nerve,  the  glosso-pharyngens  nerve,  the 

of  the  fifth  i>air.    This  complicated  pro-  nerve  of  the  par  vagum,  the  nervns  ad  par 

vision  has  its  origin,  he  supposes,  in  its  be-  vagum  accessorius,  and,  as  I  imagine,  the 

ing  "necessary  to  the  governance  of  the  phrenic    and   the    external     respiratory 

muscular  fVame  that  there  should  be  con-  nerves."    The  fourth  pair  is  also  received 

sciousness  of  the  state  or  degree  of  action  into  the  Fame  class, 
of  the  muscles."  This  doctrine  of  an  exclusive  system  of 

III.  The  olfactorjr,  auditory,  and  optic  respiratoiy  nerves,  associated  in  function 
nerves,  are  gifted  with  a  special  sensibility  by  virtue  of  an  anatomical  relation  of  their 
to  the  objects  of  the  external  senses,  to  roots,  has  not,  as  Sir  Charles  Bell  seems 
which  they  respectively  minister.  Magen-  himself  aware,  received  the  concurrence  of 
die  seems  to  have  been  the  first  to  prove,  many  intelligent  physiologists  of  this 
experimentally,  that  they  do  not  also  share  country  or  of  the  Continent  Mr.  Herbert 
the  common  or  tactile  sensibility.  He  ex-  Mayo,  in  the  admirable  Essay  already  re- 
nosed  the  olfactory  nerves,  and  found,  that  ferred  to,  was  the  first  to  point  out  the  true 
like  th^  hemispheres  of  the  brain,  from  relations  of  the  fifth  and  seventh  nerves, 
whence  they  spring,  they  are  insensible  to  He  has  shewn  that  the  muscles  of  the  fare, 
pressure,  pricking,  or  even  laceration,  excepting  those  already  enumerated,  which 
Strong  ammonia  was  dropped  upon  them  elevate  the  lower  jaw,  receive  their  motive 
without  eliciting  any  signs  of  feeling.  The  nerves  exclusively  from  the  seventh,  and 
optic  nerve,  and  its  expansion  on  the  re-  consequently  that  this  nerve  must  govern 
tina,  participate  with  the  olfactory  in  this  all  their  motions,  voluntary  as  well  as  re- 
insensibility  to  stimulants.  This  was  spiratoty.  But  Dr.  Alison,  in  his  very  ela. 
proved  by  Magendie,  in  the  human  sub-  borate  paper  "  On  the  Physiological  Prin- 
jec't  as  well  as  in  animals.  Jn  nerforming  ciple  of  Sympathy,"  has  cast  considerable 
the  operation  of  depressing  the  opaque  doubts  on  the  soundness  of  this  part  of  Sir 
lens,  he  repeatedly  tottched  the  retina,  in  Charles  Bell's  arrangement,  as  respects 
two^difierent  individuals,  without  awaken-  not  only  the  individual  nerves  thus  classed 
Ing  the  slightest  sensation.  The  portio  together,  but  even  the  general  principle  on 
mollis,  or  acoustic  nerve,  was  also  touched,  which  the  entire  system  rests.  The  rea> 
pressed,  and  even  torn,  without  causing  soning  of  Dr.  Alison  consists,  first,  in  re- 
pfun.  ferring  the  phenomena  of  natural  and  ex- 

ly.  The  functions  of  the  ganglia  of  the  cited  respiration  to  the  comprehensive  or- 

great  sympathetic  nen-e,  and  its  intricate  der  of  sympathetic  actions.  In  these, "  the 

plexuses  and  anastomotic  connexions,  are  phenomenon  observed  is,  that  on  an  irrita- 

matter,  at  present,  of  conjecture.      Dr.  tion  or  stimulus  being  applied  to  one  part 

John&tone,  in  an  Essay  on  the  Use  of  the  of  the   body,   the  voiuntaiy  muscles    of 
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anodier,  and  often  distant  part,  are  thrown  areamon^  the  most  important  that  hart 
into  acticAi."  Now  it  has  been  long  since  been  fully  ascertained  in  the  physiology  of 
fully  established  by  Dr.  Whytt,  that  these  the  nervous  system, 
associations  in  function  cannot  be  referred  1.  One  universal  type  has  been  followed 
to  any  connexions,  either  in  origin  or  in  the  formation  of  the  nervous  system  in 
in  course,  of  the  nerves  supplying  remote  vertebrated  animals.  The  brain  of  the 
organs  so  sympathizing ;  and  that  a  tenia-  human  foetus  is  gradually  evolved  in  the 
titm  is  the  necessary  antecedent  of  the  re-  successive  months  of  uterine  existence ; 
suiting  mnscnlar  action.  Thus  it  is  known  and  these  stages  of  progressive  develop- 
that  Uiese  actions  cease  in  the  state  of  ment  strictly  correspond  with  permanent 
coma— are  not  excited  when  the  mind  is  states  of  the  adult  brain  at  inferior  degreea 
strongly  impressed  by  any  other  sensation  of  the  anim^  scale. 
or  thought— and  that  the  same  muscular  2.  These  successive  increments  of  cere- 
contractions  may  be  induced  hy  the  irrita-  bral  matter  are  found  to  be  accompanied 
tion  of  different  parts  of  the  body,  pro-  by  parallel  advances  in  the  manifestation 
vided  the  same  sensation  be  excited.  Dr.  of  the  higher  instincts  and  of  the  mental 
Alison  has,  however,  failed  to  shew  that  ftculties. 

the  essential  acts  of  inspiration — viz.  the  3.  That  the  brain  is  the  material  oigan 

contractions  of  the  diapnrogm  and  inter-  of  all  intellectual  states  and  operations, 

oostals— require  the  intervention  of  a  sen-  is  proved  by  observation  on  comparative 

sation.    Their  continuance  in  the  state  of  development,  as  well  as  by  experiments  on 

coma,  and  in  the  experiments  of  Legallois  living  auimiUs,  and  by  the  study  of  human 

and  Flourens  after  the  entire  removal  of  pathology.    But  there  does  not  exist  any 

the  brain,  and  their  distinct  reference  by  conclusive  evidence  for  inferring  separate- 

these  two  inouirers  to  the  medulla  oblon-  faculties,  or  moral  affections,  to  distinct 

gata,  ^hich  nas  never  been  supposed  to  be  portions  of  brain. 

the  seat  of  sensation,  prove  them  to  be  in-  4.  Certain  irregular  mprements  are  pro- 
dependent  of  the  will  and  of  perc^tion.  duced  by  injuries  of  the  corpora  striata, 
But  this  is  true  only  of  the  essential,  not  tbalami  optici,  crura  oerebelii,  and  semi- 
of  the  associated  respiratory  phenomena,  circular  canals  of  the  internal  ear. 

Dr.  Alison  procecas  to  shew  that  there  5.  The  tubercula  ouadrigemina  preside 
is  equal  reason  for  classing  almost  all  the  over  the  motions  of  tne  iris,  and  their  in- 
nerves  of  the  brain,  and  many  more  of  the  tegrity  seems  essential  even  to  the  func- 
spinal  nerves,  with  those  exclusively  named  tions  of  the  retina.  They  are  also,  ac- 
respiratory  by  Sir  Charles  Bell.  Thus  the  cording  to  Flourens,  the  points  at  which 
lingual  nerve  governs  an  infinite  number  irritation  first  begins  to  excite  pain  and 
of  motions  strictly  associated  with  respi-  muscular  contractions, 
ration :  the  inferior  maxillary  '*  moves  the  6.  The  cerebellum  appears  to  exercise 
mnsclM  of  the  lower  jaw  in  the  action  of  some  degree  of  control  over  the  instru- 
sucking,  —  an  action  clearly  instinctive  ments  of  locomotion ;  but  the  precise  na- 
when  first  performed  by  the  infant,  fre-  ture  and  amount  of  this  influence  cannot 
quently  repeated  voluntarily  during  life,  be  distinctly  defined, 
and  always  in  connexion  with  the  act  of  7.  The  cerebrum,  cerebellum,  and  me- 
respiration."  Again,  the  sensitive  branches  duUa  oblongata,  possess  the  faculty  of 
of  the  fifth  pair  co-operate  in  the  act  of  acting  primordialfy,  or  spontaneously, 
tneeziug.  But  if  these  nerves  be  admitted  without  requiring  foreign  excitation.  The 
into  the  system,  the  fundamental  princi-  spinal  cord  and  tne  nerves  are  not  endowed 
pie  of  that  system — viz.  origin  in  a  line  or  with  spontaneity  of  action,  and  are  there- 
series— is  at  once  violated.  Nor  is  this  fore  termed  subordinate  parts, 
connexion  in  origin  more  than  matter  of  8.  The  medulla  oblongata  exercises  the 
conjecture,  as  regards  two  of  the  most  im-  ofiice  of  originating  and  regulating  the 
portant  of  the  nerves,  classed  by  Sir  motions  essential  to  the  act  ox  respiration. 
Charles  Bell  himself  as  respiratory^-the  By  virtue  of  its  continuity  with  the  spinal 
phrenic  and  the  external  respiratory,  marrow,  it  also  participates  in  the  fonc- 
These  two  nerves  branch  from  the  cervical  tions  of  that  division  of  nervous  matter. 
or  regular  double-rooted  series.  Moreover,  9.  The  function  of  the  spinal  cord^  is 
the  circumstance  of  rising  in  linear  sue-  simply  that  of  a  couductor  of  motive  im- 
cession  is  not  found  to  associate  nerves  in  pulses,  from  the  brain  to  the  nerves  snp- 
fnnction.  <*  Between  the  roots  of  the  plying  the  muscles,  and  of  sensitive  im- 
phrenic  nerve  and  those  of  the  intercos-  pressions  fh>m  the  surface  of  the  body  to 
tals,  there  intervene  in  the  same  series  the  the  sensorium  commune.  These  two  vital 
origins  of  the  three  lowest  cervical  nerves,  offices  reside  in  distinct  portions  of  the 
and  the  first  dorsal,' which  go  chiefly  to  the  spinal  medulla,— the  propagation  of  nio- 
axillary  plexus  and  to  the  arm,  and  which  tion  in  its  anterior  columns,  the  transmis- 
are  not  respiratory  nerves."  sion  of  sensations  in  its  posterior  columns. 

In  recapitulation,  the  following   facts  There  is  no  necessary  dependence  of  the 
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motions  of  the  heart,  and  the  other  in-  bits  and  good  constitution,  was  throfrn 

Tolnntimrninsclefi,  on  the  spinal  marrow,  down   bj  a  bale  of  goods  which   fell 

10.  The  nenres  are  comprehended  in  the  from  a  waggon,  in  June  1828.  She 
four  following  classes:-!.  Nmres  simply  could  not  nse  without  assistance,  and 
jJi^m^'Jiii^-  fi  "I!!'*'"  •Sv  "r?r**^" »  being  unable  to  walk,  was  immediatel j 
Ili^nfc  si^JSu     ^^"^^'^  ^^'  ^^^'  conTcyed  home  in  a  coach.    Wh«  I 

I.  Th7  nerres  of  motion  are  the  thiid,  5"' "^  ^^^*  T?  ^j*""  *^  the  acci- 

fourth,  sixth,  portio  dura  of  the  serenth,  *«"*»  she  complained  of  great  pain  m 

and  the  ninth.    It  is  not  ascertained  whe-  Jhe  left  hip,  increased  by  mo?uig  the 

tiber  the  glosso-pharyngeal  and  spinal  ac-  limb,  which  was  shortened  from  an  inch 

cessonr  nerres  belong  to  this  or  to  the  and  a  half  to  two  inches;  the  fool  at  the 

second  class.  same  time  being  everted.    The  Itugth 

11.  The  function  of  ministering  both  to  and  position  of  the  limb  eoaU  caaflj  be 
motion  and  sensation  is  possessed  by  the  restored  by  extending,  and  an  obscure 
fifth  pair  of  cerebral  nerves,  and  by  tiie  crepitus  peroetTed  by  now  rotatinff  it ; 
spinaT  nerres,  whidi  agree  precisely  in  but  the  moment  the  extension  wL  re- 
imatomical  composition.    The  par  ragom,  j^^    ^^  ,;„b  ^^  j^^^  j„j^  j 

howerer,  which  is  one  of  the  iiresnilar  „:^..«'   ^„:*: t:**i ir  •  *  j 

nerres,  has  also  a  twofold  endowme^  ^1«"?  .position.    Little  swelling  exuited 

III.  This  division  comprises  tiie  first  *'  this  time.  As,  from  tlie  evidence 
and  second  pairs,  and  tiie  portio  mollis  of  stated,  it  appeared  to  me  there  was  firac 
tiie  seventii  pair.  These  nerves  are  insen-  *"«  <>>  the  neck  of  the  thigh-bone,  and 
sible  to  ofdinary  stimulants,  and  possess  believing  that  Hagedom's  splint  was 
an  exclusive  sensibility  to  their  respective  better  calculated  than  any  other  to  main- 
olqects— viz.  odorous  matter,  light,  and  tain  the  fractured  extremities  in  apposi- 
aerial  undulations.  tion,  and  thus  aflbrd  a  chance  or  re- 

IV.  The  system  of  the  great  sympathe-  union,  if  such  were  feasible,  I  at  once 
tic  nerve,  and  ito  associated  plexuses  and  adopted  his  plan,  widi  a  slight  modifi- 
ganglia*.  cation.     The  patient,  however,    could 

— .     not  be  persuaded  to  submit  to  the  re- 

RE.UNION  OF  FRACTURE  OF  THE  jSWe  *p<iiff '.l^treT; 

CERVIX  FEMORIS  WITHIN  THE  frksoroe,    and  suffered  pain    from   the 

CAPSULE.  pelvic  bandage.     The  extremity  also 

.-.—  was  swollen  and  (edematous.    For  these 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  masons,  the  semiflexed  posture  was  siib- 

stitutedj  by  placing  the  limb  on  the 

Si  a*  doub1e>incIined  plane ;  but  of  this,  too. 

As  the  question  of  union  or  non-union  she  soon  became  impatient    The  swell- 

of  fractures  of  the  cervix  femoris,  within  ing  and  oedema  had  now  disappeared, 

the  capsule,  has  long  been  mooted,  and  Thus  driven  from  such  as  I  was  dis- 

seems  tiardly  yet  to  have  been  satisfac-  posed  to  regard  the  most  efficient  re- 

torily  determined,  perhaps  the  annexed  sources,  the  injury  was  abandoned  to 

case  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  your  the    palliative  measure  of  Sir  AsUey 

readers.  Cooper.     The  woman    continued   tiiis 

In  the  controversy  it  is  not  my  object  for  nearly  two  months,  when  she  began 

to  engage,  nor  do  I  think  it  becoming  to  to  walk  with  crutches,  afterwards  witli 

place  my  opinion  in  opposition  to  Uiat  a  stick  only ;  and  at  the  expiration  of 

of  others,  who,  on  this  particular  sub-  about  nine  months  from  the  period  of 

ject,  have  enjoyed  a  more  ample  field  of  the  accident,  she  was    able    to  move 

observation.    The  narrative  is,  I  hope,  along  with  a  tolerably  firm,  though  irre- 

rinned  without  bias ;  and  such  as  it  is,  gular  step,  without  any  artificial  aid 

leave  it  at  your  disposal.  whatever. 

I  am,  sir.  In  May,   1833,    the  subject  of  this 

Your  obedient  servant,  case  died    from    bronchitis,  which  af. 

Thomas  Fawoington.  forded  us  an  opportunity  of  examining 

Manchestor,  JalySl,  18M.  the  seat  of  the  mjurjr,  of  which  the  foi- 

A        «n_.    «^     J     .««*..     1.  low^ing  contains  a  brief  description. 

Anne  Whitehead,  ost.  68,  of  active  ha-  when  the  body  was  laid  on  tiie  Uble, 

-       .    ,  .^   ^._^  „   .. ,  .^    a  ..,  ^    the  knee  and  foot  on  the  left  side  were 

•  Report  of  the  Third  Meeting  of  the  British     pv#»rt#»#l      nn«l     «Ua    Kn^U    •.^....^J      :- 
AeM>cl«tlon  for  the  Adveocement   of   Science  j     f^<^"e«.     and     the    limb    measured,     in 

held  at  Giunhridge  In  I8SS.  Icngtli,  not  quite  an  inch   and  a  half 
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less  than  the  right    On  reflecting  the  base  of  the  trochanter  maior    behind^ 

Qiuscles,  the  capsular  ligament  of  the  measured  barely  three-eignths    of  an 

hip-joint  appeared  thickened  and  irre-  inch,  before  it  extended  fully  to  one 

gular  on  its  external  surface,  and  the  inch    and    three-quarters.      Afler   due 

trochanter  major  situated  nearer  to  the  maceration,    a    section    was    carefully 

dorsum  ilii  than  usual :  with  these  ex-  made,  which  disclosed  a  line  of  union 

ceptions,  nothing  remarkable  wa^  de-  corresponding  with  that  of  the  exterior, 

tected  until  the    capsule  was  opened,  thick  and  dense  towards  the  circumfe- 

The  neck  of  the  femur,  which  seemed  rence,  and  tapering  to  the  centre,  where 

buried  in  the  acetabulum,  was  evidently  the  cancellated  structure  had    become 

roughened  and  projecting  forward ;  and  again somewhatdev eloped.  Thewholeof 

here  the  reflected  portion  of  the  synovial  this  part,  however,  was  firmer  in  texture 

membrane  was  adnerent,  but  so  slightly  than  the  adjacent,  as  well  as  the  interior  of 

that  with  the  handle  of  the  scalpel  the  the  cervix  from  the  opposite  side,  which 

adhesions  were  easily   removed.    The  had  been  removed  for  the  sake  of  com- 

bone  was  now  taken  from  its  socket,  parison.     The  right  femur  presented, 

and  brought  away,  alon^  with  its  fel-  externally,  a  perfectly  natural  appear- 

low,  for  more  accurate  inspection ;   it  anoe  in  all  its  relationt.    When  pre- 

presented  the  following  appearances :—  pared  and  divided  in  a  similar  way,  the 

anteriorly,  the  prominent  part  of  the  contrast  with  its  fellow  was  remarkable ; 

cervix  projected  considerably  beyond  the  the  cancelli  were  free  and  open,  and  the 

level  or  the  base  of  the  trochanter  major,  external  compact  texture  comparatively 

in  consequence  of  a  deposition  of  new  unsiibstantial  and  delicate. 
bone,  which  extended  from  the  latter        My  belief  that  the   foregoing  case 

point  to  within  less  than  a  quarter  of  an  represents  an  instance  of  re-union  of 

inch  of  the  circumference  of  the  head,  yet  fracture  of  the  cervix  femoris  within 

strictly  within  the  capsular  ligament;  the  capsule,  rests  upon  the  following 

and  here  the  synovial  membrane  was  grounds:— 

opaque,  thicker  than  natural,  and  floe-        1st.  The  mode  and  immediate  results 

culent  on  its  surface,  from  the  separa-  of  the  accident,  together  with  the  pro- 

tion  of  the  adhesions  before-mentioned,  gpress  of  the  case. 
Posterior]  V,  the  cervix  was  greatly  hoi-        2ndly.  The  state  of  the  capsular  liga- 

lowed,    though    tolerably    equal    and  ment  and  synovial  membrane, 
smooth,  and  the  depression  in  this  as-        3dly.  The  shortening  of  the  neck  of 

pect  was  continuous  with  the  trochan-  the  bone,  the  irregularity  of  its  surface, 

terie  ibssa.    The   head    of  the    bone,  the  change  of  relation  of  its  axis  to  the 

.  which  had  assimied  a  peculiar  obliquity,  shaft,  and  the  depression  of  its  head, 
overlapped,  in  an  unnatural  degree,  the        ^thlj^.  The  similitude  of  appearance 

neck,  so  as  to  contribute  to  the  hollow  which  is  apparent  in  the  section,  with 

referred  to ;  and  its  articnlatoiy  margin  what   exists  in   other  bones   after  re- 

was  sharp  and  abrupt  from  ossific  depo-  pair  of  fracture,  of  even  shorter  dura- 

sition,  which  extenaed  forward  into  the  tiou ;    of  which  a  careful  comparison 

mass  of  new  bone  situated  on  the  fore-  has  been  made  of  various  specimens  in 

part  of  the  cervix.  my  collection. 

The  opper  part  of  the  head  was  sunk        5thly.  The  contrast  which  it  presents 

to  tibe  level  of  the  trochanter  major,  to  the  opposite  femur ;    which   would 

and  its  lower  part  was  in  close  approxi-  seem  to  indicate  that  no  general  agency, 

iMation    with    the     trochanter  minor;  especially  the  effects  of  old  age,  had 

while  the  axis  of  the  head  and  neck  had  been  in  operation  to  produce  the  change 

changed  its  relation  to  that  of  the  shaft  described.  n 

of  the  femur  in  a  remarkable  manner :        Thus  I  leave  the  case,  and  shall  be 

instead  of  having  these,  respectively,  most  happy  to  shew  the  specimen  to  any 

nearly  on  the  same  plane,  the  cervix  and  of  my  professional  brethren  who  may 

head,  in    relation    to    the    trochanter,  feel  an  interest  in  examining  it. 
fonned  a    line    inclining  considerably 

backward ;  so  that  they  appeared  twitted  ____ 

from  their  natural  direction.  Such,  in- 
deed, was  the  obliquity  thus  produced, 
that  while  the  space  existing  between 
the  articular  edge  of  the  head  and  the 
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ARTERIES  OF  THE  HEART.  probable,  from  this  circum«tonce,  that 

In  the  Zeitsehrifl  fur  PhytMogie,  B.xv.  H.ii.  made  inquiries  in  Stuttfart  concerning' 

S.  iSl.^Trttusiated  and  Abridged  the  symptoms  during  lire,  and  the  man- 

By  Dr.  Arrowsmith,  ner  of  its  death. 

Of  CoTenlry.  ^"^P  >'»«  ^.^^''^  °(  ^^^  ]^^?P'*^l,'f  "P* 


peared  that  the  mother  of  the  child 

a  large  woman,  of  strong  constitution. 
The  malformation  of  the  great  vessels  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  and  had  bad 
of  the  heart  about  to  be  described,  oc-  cliildreu  previously.  This  child  was 
curred  in  a  male  child  which  was  bom  bom  after  an  easy  labour;  it  weighed 
January  27, 1831,  in  the  Lying-in  Hos-  at  birth  Gibs.  6oz.,  and  measured  17|> 
pital  at  Stuttgart,  and  died  nine  days  Rhenish  inches  in  leugrth.  It  anpeared 
afterwards.  well  nourished,  but  wa.sted  to  the  time 

The  hcail  in  its  external  conforma-    of  its  death,  on  the  ninth  day,  when 
tion,  in  the  number,  form,  and  arrange-    the  body  weighed  6  lbs.    It  took  the 
ment  of  its  cavities,  presented  no  devia-    breast  feebly,  was  generally  still  and 
tion  from  the  natural  stracture ;  it  was    quiet,  but  now  and  then  uttered  a  shrill 
larger,  however,  than  is  usual  in  chil-    cry.      The   warmth   of   the  bod^  was 
dren  of  that  age.    The  superior  and  in-    very  sensibly   less  than  that  of  other 
ferior  vena  cava  opened  into  the  ri^bt    children  of  the  same  age ;  the  breatbtng- 
auricle,  as  did  also  the  coronary  vein,    was  always  short,  but  there  was  never 
The  left  auricle  received  the  four  pul-    any  blueness  of  the  surface.    The  eva- 
monary  veins.     From  the  arterial  part    cuations   were  natural ;  but  two  days 
of  the  heart  arose  a  single  very  large    before  death  an  enema  was  adminis- 
trunk,  which  represented*  hoth  the  aorta    tered,  on  account  of  costiveness.    For 
and  pulmonary  artery.    After  giving  off   the  last  two  days  of  its  life  there  were 
the  coronary  arteries,  there  arose  from    convulsive  motions  of  the  eyes,    and 
the  right  side  of  this  great  trunk  alai^e    some  white  froth  about  the  mouth;  and 
artery  (1),  which  made  a  slight  curve,    two  hours  before  death  there  were  con- 
From  this  artery  arose  the  lef^  carotid    vulsive  motions  of  the  arms. 
(2),  the  right  carotid  (3),  and  the  right     .  A  careful  post-mortem  examination 
subclavian  (4).    From  the  posterior  part    discovered  a  strong  sanguineous  oon- 
of  the  great  arterial  trunk  the  left  (6)    gestion  of  the  membranes  of  the  brain 
and  right  (6*)  pulmonary  arteries  origi-    and  of  the  plexus  choroides.     A  thick 
nated,  whicn  were  subdivided  and  ms-    and  firm  layer  of  lymph,  pardy  bloody, 
tributed  in  the  usual  manner.    A  little    covered  the  spinal  cord ;  and  the  sub- 
above,    the    main   trunk  became   very    stance  of  the  latter  was  softened.    The 
much  contracted  (7),  but  immediately    cavity  of  the  pericardium   and  of  the 
after  resumed  nearly  its  former  calibre,    left  toorax  contained  much  clear  serum, 
and  represented  the  descending  aorta  (8).        •*  It  is  clear,"  says  Tiedemann,  "  from 
From  the  arch  of  the  aorta  the  left  sub-    the  above  statement,  that  the  death  of 
clavian  artery  (9)  arose.  the   child  was  not  owing  to  the  mal- 

On  examming  the  internal  structure  formation,  but  to  the  inflammatory  state 
of  the  heart,  the  foramen  ovale  was  of  the  spinal  cord,  &c. ;  and  that,  if 
found  pervious;  the  right  auricle  com-  the  symptoms  of  cyanosis,  only  a  low 
municated  with  tbe  right  ventricle,  and  degree  of  animal  heat,  and  muscular 
the  left  auricle  with  the  left  ventricle,  weakness,  were  present,  the  blue  colour 
The  ventricular  septum  was  perforated  was  wanting." 
at  its  upper  part,  so  as  to  allow  a  com- 

munication  between  these  two  cavities.  Note  bjf  the  Translator, — Contrary 
The  great  arterial  trunk  took  its  origin  to  the  custom  of  Tiedemann,  and  of  tbe 
chiefly  from  the  right  ventricle,  but  German  writers  in  general,  there  are 
there  was  a  small  communication  of  its  no  comparisons  made,  in  the  original 
orifice  with  the  left  ventricle  also,  paper,  of  this  case  with  other  recorded 
Thus  the  two  ventricles  emptied  them-  varietiesofmalformationsofthe  heart  and 
selves  into    the  single  arterial  trunk,    great  vessels.   I  have  had  tlie  curiosity  to 


MALFOBMATIO^  OF  THE  GREAT  ABTERIES  OF  THE  HEABT.      705 


& 


lookinlatfacautbontiesoii  tbeiubJect,BO  early  penod  of  ftctal  deTelopRKnt,  the 

fkr  u  tlieyareaccesaibletome,  andhave  bulb  of  the  lorta  U   tb«  only  arterial 

Teaaon  to  beliere  tbat  tfae  preient  speci-  Teasel  continuous  with  the  beart;   and 

men  of  malfbnnatioa  is  unique,  notliaT-  tbat   at  a   aDmewbat  later  period,  the 

ing'  been  able  to  meet  with  any  exam-  bulb  dividea  itaelf,  m  as  lo  form   the 

~ie  of  origin  of  the  pulmonary  artery  aorta  and  pulmonary  artery.    Tbisdi*!* 

ron  the  aorta,  excepting  in  the  case  of  sion  takea  place  about  the  time  of  the 

aingle  hearL      In  the  present  inilance,  formation  of  the  septum,  of  the  Tentri- 

the  heart,  on  the  contrary,  was  double  j  cles,  for  the  two  veDlrides  are  originally 

and,  with  ifae  exceplion  of  the  prerioua  a  single  carily :  hence  it  it  easy  lo  *ee, 

•tate  of  the  foramen  ovale  (which  is  by  in  the  erent  of  an  "  arrest  of  uevelop- 

BO  means  uncommon),  and  the  perfora.  ment,"  the  natural  canneKion  between 

tion  in  the  upper  part  of  the  septum  deRciency  of  the  septum  rentriculorum 

Tentriculorum,   it    was  perfect    in    its  and   malpositioD  or  unity  of  the  great 

alructure.      The  case  belongs   to   tbat  arterial  trunk. 

.  variety  of  malformation  which  is  refer-  Afler  having  noticed  the  anatomical 

lible  to  Meckel's  lav  of  an  "arreet  of  imperfections  of  the  beart  in  ifae  case 

derelopment,"  the  principle   of  which  abore  deBcribed,  Tiedemann  concluded 

has  been  made  known  to  the  English  that  ihe  child  must  have  suffered  from 

reader  in  the  elaborate  dissertation  of  the  morbus  coeruleus.     A  comparison, 

Dr.  Paget*.     It  appears  diat  at  an  however,  of  the  malformation  in  this 

case,  with  the  condiKtons  obtained  by 

•  Edinb,  Htd.wHiSiui.  Joura.  niTl,  MM<  Farre,   Louis,  and  otheis,   would  hare 
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rendered  it  more  than  probable  that  the  the  present  instance,  the  blood  which 

child  had  not  exhibitea  any  blueness  of  senred  for  the  nutrition  of  the  lungs 

of  the  surface ;  nor  should  we  have  anti-  through   the    bronchial  arteries,    must 

cipated  much,  if  any,  diminution  of  ani-  have  permeated   their   stracture  much 

mal  heat     The  circulation  through  the  more  copiously  by  the  pulmonary  ones, 

pulmonary  arteries  and  lunfirs  was  per-  Such  a  circumstance  could  scarcely  be 

feet ;  hence  the  usual  quantity  of  blood  unproductive  of  some  peculiar  result 

was  aerated  :    and    though,    from  the  Dr.  Paget  describes  it  to  be  the  opinion 

structure  of  the  heart,  the  renoiis  and  of  Eilian,  that  the  use  of  the  ductus 

arterial  blood  must  have  commingled,  it  arteriosus  Botalli  is  to  carry  on  the  cir- 

is  only  when  the  malformalion  admits  culation  of  the  blood  to  the  lower  ex- 

of  the  great  predominance  of  the  venous  tremities  during   foetal    life;    and    he 

blood  that  the  morbus  coeruleus  appears,  thinks  this  view  is  strongly  supported 

It  would  seem  from  this  case,  that  where  by    some    varieties    of  malformation, 

the  venous  blood  circulates  through  the  The  present  case,  however,  shews  that 

systemic  arterial  tubes,  in  such  propor-  the  nutrition  of  the  lower  parts  of  the 

tion  as  not  to  impart  the  blue  tint  to  body  may  be  adequately  performed  by 

the  surface,  it  may,  nevertheless,  pre-  the  aorta  descendens,  without  the  aid  of 

vent  the  maintenance  of  the  due  degree  the  ductus  arteriosus,  or  of  any  analo- 

of  animal  heat.      This  is,   however,  a  gous  provision, 

rather    novel    conclusion,  and   reposes  CoTentry,  Aug.  4,  1884. 
exclusively  on   the   observations  made 
in  the  present  case ;  for  I  have  not  else- 

where  met  with  any  example  of  mal-  FUNCTIONS  OF  THE  FIFTH  PAIR, 

formation,  accompanied  with   a    defi-  ATvnTni?  PnnTinmrPA 

ciency  of  animal  heat,  without  the  co-  ^^^  ^"^  PORTIO  DURA. 

incidence  of  the  blue  tint  of  the  skin.  

In  measuring  animal  heat,  the  sense  of  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 
touch  is  deceptive;  thermometrical  ob- 
servations are  alone  to  be  relied  on ;  and  ^^^y 

in  the  case  described  by  Tiedemann  the  Circumstances    of  a   private    nature 

thermometer  was  not  used.  have  prevented  me  from  noticing  at  an 

In  support  of  the  opinions  now  stated,  earlier  period  the  paper  of  Mr.  Alexander 

I  shall  quote  a  passage  or  two  from  Dr.  Shaw,  inserted  in  your  journal  of  the 

Farre's    '*  Pathological      Researches.''  24th  of  May. 

'*  If  the  full  proportion  of  blood,"  says  It  must  be  quite  apparent  to  any  one 

he,  "  be  circulated  through  the  lungs,  who  has  perused  that  communication, 

although  the  red  blood  be  subsequently  that  it  is  any  thing  but  a  Teply  to  the 

mixed  with  an  equal  proportion  of  black  queries  propounded  by  me.    Mr.  Shaw, 

blood  in   the   heart,  yet  a  black  colour  however,  refers  me  to  a  principle  advo- 

will  not  be  imparted  to  the  skin."  p,  31.  cated  by  Sir  C.  Bell,  ana  which  at  the 

"  And  it  would  appear  that  there  is  an  present  period  no  one  can  think  of  dis- 

over  propoition  oi   black  blood  which  puting,  viz.   '*  that  the  root  or  nerve 

gives  the  Jirst  sign — a  permanent  blue  which  transmits  the  mandate  of  the  will 

colour,  without  manifesting,  in  the  in-  outward*  to  the  muscles,  cannot  carry  a 

£uit  state,  the  second  «ton— a  coldness  sensation   inwards    to    the    sensorium. 

of  the  skin.    Although  this  observation  There  must  be,  for  this  purpose,  two 

needs  farther  proof,  it  is  certain  that  a  nerves  or  two  roots,  each  having  a  dis- 

still  greater  excess  in  the  proportion  of  tinct  connexion  with  the  brain."    Now 

black  blood  affords  both  signs  in  a  strik-  in  this  principle  I  see  nothing  hostile  to 

ing  degree."  p.  32.  the  views  I  have  taken  of  the  functions 

The  most  singular  fact,  perhaps,  in  of  the  fifth  pair.     I  find  sensation  con- 

the  present  case,  is  tbe  absence  of  the  veyed  to  the  brain  through  the  branches 

ductus  arteriosus,  or  of  any  provision  connected  with  the  sentient  apparatus, 

to  divert  the  current  of  blood  from  the  and  I  perceive  the  mandate  or  the  will 

lungs  during  intra-uterine  life.      We  conveyed  outwards,  to  the  muscles,  by 

must  conclude  that  the  same  quantity  of  the  muscular  branches, 

blood  circulated  through  the  lungs  be-  With  respect  to  the  Gasserian  gang, 

fore  birth  as  aAer.     In  any  similar  case,  lion,  I  would  ask  what  can  be  the  use 

it  would  be  desirable  to  know  the  con-  of  this,  or  any  other  ganglion,  if  it  be 

dition  of  the  bronchial  arteries;  for  in  not  that  of  uniting  nerves  of  opposite 
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character  and  function  ?    That  the  two  points    of    agreement   between    these 

roots  of  the  fifth   are  independent  of  nerves  and  the  fifth,  which  he  does  under 

each  other  in  the  brain,  is  pretty  obvious ;  the  following  heads  :— 

but  after  they  have  become  united  in  **  1.  That  the  head  and  face,  having^ 

the  Gasserian  gunglion,  who  shall  an-  many  parts  in  eyery  respect  similar  to 

swer  for  their  remaining'  possessed  of  the  neck,  trunk,  and  limbs,  must  have 

distinct    and    independent   properties  ?  corresponding  nerves. 

Or  is  it  not  more  probable  that  a  union  '*  2.  That  the  manner  in  which  the 

of  function  as  well  as  of  substance  is  spinal  nerves  and  the  fifth  arise  by  dou- 

there  effected  ?    It  is  common  to  believe  ble  origins,  is  very  similar. 

that  the  branches  of  the  inferior  maxil-  "  3.  That  the  two  origins  of  the  fifth 

lary  division  of  the  fifth  onl^,  are  com-  are  united  by  a  ganglion  exactly  of  the 

posed  of  its  two  roots  commingled,  and  same  shape  and  character  as  those  which 

possess  the  double  properties  of  sensa-  unite  the  two  origins    of  the    spinal 

tion  and  motion.    To  me  the  distinction  nerves. 

IS  not  apparent.     I   observe  the  two  *'  4.  That  the  manner  in  which  the 

roots  of   the  fifth   commingling  their  branches  of  the  fifth  are  distributed,  and 

fibres,  and  forming  a  ganglion.     After  those  of  the  spinal  nerves,  is  the  same. 

this  union  I  observe  the  combined  nerve  ''  And,  lastly,  that  the  same  kind  of 

separating  into  three    divisions,   each  connexion  exists  between  the  fifth  and 

Sassing  in  its  own  course,  each  distri-  the  sympathetic,  as  between  the  latter 
uted  alike  to  parts  endowed  with  sen-  and  the  spinal  nerves." 
sation  and  motion  ;  and  yet  I  am  re-  He  then  proceeds  to  state  that  the  si- 
ouired  to  believe  that  one  only  of  these  milarity  holds  good  in  their  morbid  af- 
divisions  is  competent  to  bestow  both  fections,  and  instances  hemiplegia.  "  In 
these  functions,  and  that  the  other  two  this  disease,  the  voluntary  power  over 
are  subservient  to  sensation  only !  the  limbs,  and  the  sensibility  of  the  side 
Mr.  Shaw  says,  ''  Neither  of  these  affected,  are  generally  destroyed ;  but 
gentlemen  (Sir  C.  Bell  and  Mr.  John  in  some  cases  the  voluntary  power  is 
Shaw)  whom  he  has  quoted,  ever  con-  lost,  and  the  sensibility  continues  un- 
ceived  that  the  fifth  possessed  any  motor  impaired,  or  vice  versa.  This  variety 
infiaence  unconnected  with  the  organ  of  also  occurs  on  the  face,"  Sec,  ''  In  ex- 
mastication."  Now  mastication  is  ef-  periments  on  the  nerves  of  the  spine  and 
fected  by  the  combined  operations  of  on  the  fifth,  we  meet  with  the  same  re- 
many  muscles,  and  includes  not  merely  suits.  If,  as  in  the  operation  which  is 
those  of  the  jaw.  but  likewise  those  of  now  frequently  performed  on  the  nerves 
the  lips  and  cheeks ;  and  if  the  fifth  be  of  the  horse's  foot,  we  cut  a  spinal  nerve 
the  nerve  of  mastication  it  must  then  be  after  the  branches  are  given  off  to  the 
the  motor  nerve  of  the  muscles  of  the  muscles  moving  the  part,  we  shall  de- 
lips  and  cheeks,  as  well  as  those  of  the  stroy  only  the  sensibility  of  that  part ; 
jaw.  How  this  will  accord  with  Mr.  but,  if  we  cut  the  nerve  nearer  to  the 
Shaw's  account  of  the  superior  maxillary  brain,  we  shall  not  only  destroy  the 
branch  being  only  a  nerve  of  sensation,  sensibility,  but  also  the  power  of  motion, 
must  be  left  for  him  to  explain.  That  The  same  happens  in  experiments  on 
Sir  C.  Bell  and  Mr.  John  Shaw  at  one  the  fifth  ;  for  it  we  cut  a  branch  which 
time  believed  in  the  motor  power  of  is  principally  distributed  to  the  skin  of 
this  branch  of  the  fifth,  the  extracts  I  the  lips,  we  shall  destroy  the  sensibility 
have  previously  quoted  from  their  writ-  of  the  part,  but  impair  the  power  of 
ings  abundantly  show.  mastication  only  in  a  slight  degree : 
Mr.  Shaw  has  said  a  great  deal  about  but,  if  we  divide  the  nerve  further  back, 
the  fijfth  being  similar  to  the  spinal  then  we  shall  not  only  destroy  the  sen- 
nerves.  This  view  was  originally  taken  sibility  of  the  skin,  as  in  the  first  expe- 
iip  by  Sir  C.  Bell,  and  adopted  oy  Mr.  riment,  but  also  cut  off  the  power  by 
John  Shaw.  The  latter  gentleman,  which  the  jaws  are  moved.  I  cut  a 
after  stating  the  characters  of  the  spinal  branch  of  the  fifth  upon  the  face :  the 
nerves — that  "  they  are  all  compound  sensibility  of  the  corresponding  side  of 
nerves,  being  at  the  same  time  muscular  the  lip  was  destroyed,  but  little  paralysis 
nerves,  ordering  the  voluntary  motions  ensued,  excepting  of  certain  actions  of 
of  the  frame,  and  bestowing  sensibility  the  orbicularii  oris,  I  cut  the  nerve 
on  the  surfaces  of  the  body,"  &c.— pro-  nearer  the  brain,  and  at  a  point  previous 
ceeds  to  draw  up  a  summary  of  the  to  its  having  given  off  the  branches  to 
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tbe  other  muscles :  tben  the  jaw  fell,    distributed  to  the  muscles,  if  it  be  not 
and  the  muscles  of  that  side  were  power^    for  *'  ordering  tbe  voluntary  motions.*' 
/cm*."    a  more  complete  train  of  rea-    Tbe  experiments    alluded    to    support 
soning  than  this  can   bardlv  be  ima-    this   view.      I  have  referred   so  often 
gined,  and  borne  out  equally  by  facts    (and  Mr.  Alexander  Shaw  has  not  at- 
and  experiments.     The  common    mo-    tempted  an  explanation  of  that  pbeno- 
ttons  of  the  face,— voluntary,  manduca-    menon,  although  I  put  it  to  him  as  a 
tory,   or  whatever  other  terra  is  most    distinct  query)  to  the  experiment  of  Sir 
proper,— are  here  all   ascribed   to  tbe    C.  Bell,  of  dividing  tbe  superior  maxil- 
iiAh;  while,  in  his  next  paper,  Mr.  John    lary  branch,  where  the  lip  was  drawn 
Shaw  gives  an  account  of  what  Sir  C.    to  the  opposite  side,  that  I  am  unwilling 
Bell  and   himself  then  considered   as    to  repeat  it,  but  that  I  consider  it  a  fact 
superadded  nerves^  of  which  the  portio    so  striking  and   unanswerable    thai  I 
dura  is  assigrned   to  the  "face,  as  the    cannot  refrain  from  again  bringing  it 
nerve  of  expression,  or  of  those  actions    forward.    The  experiments  of  Magendie 
•f  the  face  which  are  in  any  way  con-    on  the  fiflh  nerve  give  similar  results ; 
nected  with  the  orphans  of  respiration.        the  muscles  of  the  face,  the  e>'elids,  and 
In  this  comparison  of  the  fifth  pair    iris,  were  all  paralysed.     The  pheno- 
with  the  spinal  nerves,  we  find  it  stated,    mena  of  disease  afifurd  further  confirma- 
that  "  the  two  origins  of  the  fifth  are    tion  ;  since  it  is  common  to  find,  in  ad* 
united  by  a  ffanglionexnctlyotlheaame    dition  to  loss  of  sensibility  in  tbe  face 
shape   and   character  as    those   which    and  mouth,  and  loss  of  taste,  a  paralytic 
unite  the  two  origins    of  the    sjpinal    condition  of  the  muscles  of  the  face.    A 
nerves."    This  view  of  the  connexion  of    case  of  this  description  was  appended  to 
the  roots  of  the  fifth,  it  will  be  seen,  is    m  v  first  paper,  in  the  Gazette  of  tbe 
very   diflferent    from    that    which    Mr.    8th  of  March  last.    Another  is  quoted 
Alexander  Shaw    has    given   us.     He    in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical 
wishes  it  to  be  considered  that  the  two    Journal  of  the  current  quarter,  from  the 
first  branches  are  in  no  wise  connected    work  ofthe  Italian  physician, Bellingeri. 
with  the  motor  root  of  that  nerve,  and    In  both  these  cases  there  was  distortion 
consequently  that  they  are  purely  nerves    of  the  mouth,  the  eyelids  could  not  be 
of  sensation.    Here  he  is  distinctly  at    closed,  and  there  was  loss  of  feeling  and 
issue  with  Mr.  John  Shaw ;  and  I  would    of  ta^te ;  and  yet  Mr.  Alexander  Soaw, 
again  ask,  is  it  reasonable,  nay  is  it    in  his  paper  of  July  19th,  says  this 
possible,  for  any  one  (havine  no  parti-    (speaking  of  Bellingeri's)  was  an  un- 
cular  theory  to  maintain)  to  believe,  so    doubted  case  of  disease  of  tbe  portio 
intimately  connected  as  the  two  roots    dura !     Here  Mr.  Shaw  has  fallen  into 
are,  where  they  unite  to  form  the  gang-    fhe  very  error  which  he  declaims  against 
lion,  that  there  is  no  intercommunication    in  M.  Bellingeri.     Had  this  case  been 
of  their  fibres?    Where,  then,  would  be    purely  paralysis  of  the  muscles,  then 
the  need  of  this  ganglion  P    Surely,  if    Mr.  Shaw  might,  with  some  plausibility, 
the  smaller  root  bad  been  intended  to    have  set  it  down  for  an  afifection  ofthe 
join  only  with  the  third  division  of  the    portio  dura ;  but  in  addition    to  that 
nerve,  the  ganglion  would  have  been    symptom,  we  find  the  following :  '*  The 
placed  upon  that  division,  and  the  sup-    irritation  from  pungent  snuff  was  less  in 

Sosed  purely  sensitive  divisions  would  the  right  nostril,  and  there  was  a  scanty 
ave  been  unconnected  with  the  gang-  flow  of  tears  from  the  ri^ht  eye ;  but 
lion.  when  the  snufi*  was  drawn  into  tbe  left 
The  fi fUi,  then,  being  similar  to  the  nostril,  the  irritation  was  more  violent, 
spinal  nerves,  its  branches  "  are  all  &nd  there  was  a  more  profuse  discharge 
compound  nerves,  being  at  the  same  of  tears;  and  when  the  nostrils  were 
time  muscular  nerves,  ordering  the  vo-  irritated  by  extraneous  bodies,  sneezing 
luntary  motions  of  the  frame,  and  be-  followed  if  the  leA  was  toudied,  but 
stowing  sensibility  on  tbe  surfaces  of  none  if  the  ri^bt.  Taste  was  much  im- 
the  body."  I  need  not  sajr  how  entirely  paired  and  injured  on  the  right  side  of 
I  agree  with  this  proposition.  Indeed,  the  tongue,  and  touch  was  very  much 
as  f  have  before  stated,  I  cannot  eon-  blunted  m  the  integuments  of  that  side 
ceive  any  purpose  for  which  these  of  the  face*."  Now  these  symptoms, 
branches  ofthe  fifth  can  be  so  profusely    — 

.  _,.     ,    ,  _  ~r       ~  ,  •  EdlnbHFfh  Medical  and   Surgical  Journal. 

*  If  cdlral  and  Physical  Journal,  Dec.  I8S8.  Jaiy.    Pagt  lU. 
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added  to  the  former,  present  a  very  dif-  fifth,  in  which  sensation  was  destroyed, 

ferent  view  of  the  case ;  and,  in  my  without  loss  of  muscular  motion  until 

judgment,  prove  it  to  be  an  undoubted  some  time aflerwards.    I  resrct  that  Mr. 

affection    or   the  fifth.      In   the  same  Shaw  has  not  grappled  with  these  va- 

joumal  just  quoted   from  (p.  134),  we  rious  facts,  since  it  must  always  be  more 

find  a  case  detailed  from  the  same  au-  satisfactory  to  have  objections  answer- 

thor,  which  forms  a  complete  contrast  ed,    and   difficulties   explained,    rather 

to  the  one  just  alluded  to.     Here  there  than  be  compelled  to  set  out  on  a  new 

was  paralysis  of  all  the  muscles  of  the  course,  and  to  have  to  answer  the  objec- 

face  on  one  side,  and   vet  taste   and  tions  of  others. 

touch  were  unimpairea.  Dissection  The  experiments  on  the  portio  dura 
proved  this  to  be  a  case  of  disease  of  prove  that  paralysis  of  the  muscles  of 
the  seventh  pair.  The  distinctive  marks,  the  face  and  foreoead  is  also  the  result 
then,  between  the  aflfections  of  the  two  of  its  division,  while  sensibility  re- 
nerves,  would  seem  to  be,  that  in  dis-  mains  entire.  The  branches  of  the 
ease  of  the  fifth,  taste  and  touch  are  im-  portio  dura,  and  the  motor  branches  of 
paired,  as  well  as  the  muscles  paralysed;  the  fiflh,  are  distributed  to  all  these 
while,  in  that  of  the  portio  dura,  there  muscles;  and  it  seems  that  injury  or 
is  simply  paralysis  of  the  muscles.  disease   of  either  of   these    nerves    is 

In  reply  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Alex-  capable  of  paralysing  them..    In  what 

ander  Snaw,  respecting  Sir  C.  Bell's  ex-  way  they  act  separately, — wheUier  the 

periments  on  the  branches  of  the  oph-  fifth  be  the  voluntary  or  manducatory, 

thalmic  division,  I  would  refer  to  the  and  the  portio   dura   the    involuntary 

words  of  Mr.  John   Shaw  ;  where   he  or  respiratory  nerve  of  the  fa<;e,  it  will, 

states,  that  when  he  cut  a  branch  of  the  perhaps,  be   difficult  to  settle;   but  I 

fifUi,  which  was  principally  distributed  contend  that   their  combined   action  is 

to   the  skin,  sensibility  only  was  im-  essential  to  the  perfect  motions  of  these 

paired ;  but  that  when  he  cut  the  nerve  parts. 

nearer  the  brain,  the  muscles  were  para-  It  wiU  be  recollected  that  I  suggested 

lyzed.  a  somewhat  similar  hj'pothesis  at  the 

A  great  deal  of  obscurity  has  been  commencementof  this  controversy :  with 

thrown  over  this  subject,  by  the  attempts  that  I  think  it  is  likely   to  terminate, 

of  physiologists  to  explain  the  paralytic  It  was  in  these  words: — "  The  union  of 

condition  of  the  muscles  of  the  face  (af-  these  two  nerves  over  every  part  of  the 

ter  division  of  the  second  branch  of  the  face  is  most  intimate ;  they  appear  to 

fifth),  as  a  result  simply  of  loss  of  sen-  inosculate  with  each  other,  so  as  to  form 

sation ;  whilst  it  is  not  a  little  remarka-  a  kind  of  plexus ;  and  one  would   be 

ble,  they  all  agree  that  sensation  may  almost  tempted  to  imagine  that  injury 

be  destroyed,  and  voluntary  motion  con-  or  disease  affecting  one  might  produce 

tinue.    If  this  view  be  persevered  in,  no  a  corresponding  affection  of  the  other, 

progress  can  be  made.     After  cutting  or  rather  might  be  attended  with  im- 

the  third  division  of  the  fifth,  we  might  paired  function  of  both^as  we  find  to  be 

jost  as  well  say  sensation  was  lost,  and  the  C4ise  with  the  union  of  the  fifth  and 

therefore  the  muscles  of  the  jaw  could  third,,  termed  the  ophthalmic  ganglion." 

not  act     Thus    Mr.  Mayo  refers    to  I  am,  sir. 

aniesthesia:  '*  In  this  disease  (he  says)  Your  obedient  servant, 

the  sensation  of  the  extremities  is  wholly  John  Walker. 

lost,    while  their  muscular  power  re-  A^*°/i**fSi 

mains ;»  but  after  these  experiments  the  ^"^^  *'  '^' 

muscular  power  did  not  remain,  the  ani-    

mal  being  unable  to  use  the  lips ;  and  ^  pg^  words 

when  the  experiment  was  confined  to  ^^ 

ojylte  iife!  ""*"*  ^^  '""'^  *°  *^*  MUSCLE.  NERVE.  *«»  SENSATION- 

The  twist  of  the  mouth  is  not  appa-  Do  the  tower  tribes  if  AnimaUfeel  ? 

rent,  of  course,  when  the  nerve  of  ooth  «    t>     t^         w 

sides  is  divided,  but  the  inability  to  use  ^^  ^»-  ^^^"^  Badham, 

the  lips  is  sufficienUy  obvious.    On  a  R«dc"ffc  TrtT«ning Fellow,  Oxford,  &c.  Ac 

former  occasion  I  ventured  to  allude  to  ~"j 

a  case  reported  in  one  of  Sir  C  Beirs  Tue  various  meaning^s  which  men  at- 

lectures,  v^here  there  was  disease  of  the  tach  to  words  not  yet  rigorously  defined, 
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is  exceedin|[1y  apt  to  mulead.  How  as  proved  by  tbeir  l^jipg  Hold  on 
often  do  we  nnd  a  due  attention  to  this  li?e  worms  let  fall  a^inst  them  in 
important  fact  lost  sight  of  in  medicine,  the  water."  It  is,  moreover,  worthy  of 
and  the  good  to  be  derived  from  attend-  remark  here,  that  some  of  the  Eichi- 
ing  to  it  frustrated  by  a  practical,  if  not  nodermie  have  a  muscalar  and  nerroos 
by  a  formal,  denial!  With  this  remark,  system  simultaneously  developed,  yet 
1  would  call  the  particular  attention  of  possess  only  motions  similar  to  those 
the  reader  to  the  words  muscle  and  nerve,  tribes  that  have  none. 
If  you  ask  three  physiologists  in  sue-  It  was  necessary  to  make  these  re- 
cession, what  they  mean  by  muscle,  marks  on  muscle,  because  it  ia  time 
they  might  all  answer  your  query  dif-  we  should  all  understand  one  another, 
ferently.  If  your  physiologist  be  also  It  is  desirable  to  brush  away  cobwebs 
a  chemist,  he  will  refer  you  to  his  table  before  we  begin  to  spin  the  silk ;  and 
of  analysis,  and  bid  you  distrust  all  should  any  one  here  remark  that  we 
elementary  structure  not  exactly  coin-  pay  undue  importance  to  the  accepta- 
ciding  with  this  table,  as  not  belonging  tion  of  a  word,  just  inquire  whether  the 
to  true  muscle.  To  your  friend,  who  has  long,  drawn  battle,  respecting  the  mos- 
a  microscope  from  Uollond,  if  you  put  cularity  of  the  second  coat  of  the  arteries, 
the  same  question,  some  peculiar  ar-  would  have  been  ever  engag^  in,  if 
rangement  of  fibres  is  decisive  in  his  men  had  been  as  intent  upon  observing 
mind  on  the  subject  of  inquiry ;  while  facts  as  pugnacious  in  securing  imsr 
the  anatomist,  lecturing  on  muscular  ginary  prerogatives  to  a  word, 
structure,  announces  that  it  is  only  by  Nor  nave  physiolo^sts  been  more 
its  aptitude  to  contract  on  the  applica-  accurate  or  aistinct  in  the  functions 
tion  of  a  "stimulus,  or  by  its  irritability,  which  they  ascribe  to  nerve  than  in 
that  you  can  know  whether  a  part  be  those  which  they  attribute  to  muscle, 
muscular  or  not.  This  truth  I  hope  to  make  apparent, 
All  such  descriptions  and  views  of  in  submitting  to  the  candid  reader  a 
muscle  are  too  limited.  Muscle  ought  brief  inquiry  respecting  the  evidence  on 
to  be  a  brr)ad  catholic  word,  not  warped  which  sensation  in  the  lower  tribes  of 
or  crippled  to  meet  the  preconceived  no-  animals  has  been  supported ;  which  evi- 
tions  of  any  sect.  If  we  agree  in  at*  dence  I  cannot  but  esteem  as  very  in- 
tachine^to  muscle  exclusively  the  idea  conclusive  and  unsatisfactory;  remind- 
of  vit^  movement,  then  all  the  views  ing  him  at  the  same  time,  in  the  words 
entertained  of  it  hitherto  are  erroneous;  of  Seneca,  that  he  who  decides  a  ques- 
for,  not  to  insist  that  certain  parts  of  our  tion,  of  which  he  has  only  heani  the 
bodies  are  motive,  but  plainly  not  mus-  arguments  on  one  side,  is  not  right, 
cular  in  the  chemical  acceptation  of  the  even  though  his  decision  should  be 
term,  what  an  infinity  of  animals  exist  right — "  ^qu^  tanquam  statuerit,  baud 
whose  parts  are  so  far  from  yielding  the  aequus  fuit"  The  question  I  would 
products  of  muscle,  that  their  semi-solid  consider  is,  whether  sensation  does  in- 
composition  scarcely  deserves  the  more  deed  belong  to  all  animals  indifferently, 
popular  name  of  flesh !  '*  A  common  or  whether  the  capacity  for  pain  and 
nbre,"  says  Professor  Grant,  in  his  in-  pleasure  be  not  ratner,  though  in  very 
teresting  lectures  on  Zoology,  in  the  different  degrees,  the  inheritance  of  the 
course  of  publication,  "  is  by  no  means  higher  classes  only,  varying  according 
essential  to  a  muscular  system ;  indeed,  to  the  perfection  and  development  of 
we  find  at  last  all  lineal  order  lost,  and  the  cerebral  organ,  and  unknown  where 
that  the  flesh  in  the  lowest  tribes  is  a  this  does  not  exist, 
soil,  homogeneous,  gelatinous,  or  eel-  To  waive,  for  argument's  sake,  an 
lular  substance.  Thus  in  the  medusa,  objection  which,  in  the  present  case, 
an  animal  possessing  considerable  loco-  would  prove  fatal  to  the  assertcr,  *^  that 
motive  powers,  and  where  the  parts  are  all  animals,  as  such,  feel ;"  viz.  that  he 
sensible  to  a  stimulus,  the  structure  of  who  asserts  should  attempt  to  make 
these  parts  is  found  to  be  cellular,  and  good  his  assertion  by  some  process  of 
not  fibrous." — "  Some  polypi,"  we  are  reasoning,  I  .would  begin  by  the  re- 
also  told,  by  the  same  authority,  '*  pos-  mark,  that  organic  sensibility  by  no 
sessing  no  fibre,  either  nervous  or  means  implies  sensation  in  its  common 
muscular,  that  can  be  detected  with  a  acceptation,  since  extreme  organic  sen- 
microscope,  have  motion,  and  are  gi fled  sibihty  is  shown  by  several  classes  of 
with  teutacula  of  exquisite  sensibility,  animals  who  have  yet  no  trace  of  ner- 
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T011B  system   at  all ! — a  remark  quite  see  each  part  in  motion,  are  we  to  be- 

proper  in  this  place,  since  the  two  pro-  lieve  that   this    reptile   feels    through 

positions    are    constantly    confounded,  every  link  of  his  divided  body  ?    If  so, 

and  the  very  erroneous  inference  drawn  he  has  no  personal  identity ;  he  is  not 

from  this  confusion,  that  an  animal,  in  one  but  many.    A  cat  is,  by  courtesy, 

whom  the  first  is  declared,  necessarily  accommodated  with  nine,  but  a  worm 

gossesses  the  faculty  of  the  second,  must  have  a  hundred  lives ! 
hould  you  ask  a  person  whether  he  No  kind  of  motion,  therefore— that  is, 
ima^nes  a  worm  to  possess  sensibility ;  no  de^e  of  irritability,  or  organic  sus- 
if  his  mood  be  jocose,  he  may  ask  you  ceptibility  to  a  stimulus— proves  the  ani- 
whether  you  are  an  angler;  if  of  graver  mal  to  possess  the  supenor  endowment 
constitution,  he  will  answer  at  once  of  sensation;  and  it  may  be  mentioned 
affirmatively,  and  appeal  to  the  con-  among  the  essential  differences  between 
tortious  of  the  animal  on  the  fishing-  the  two,  that  while  org^anic  sensibility 
hook,  bidding  you  look  there,  and  be  may  be  independent*,  in  certain  cases 
satisfied.  Do  tnese  brisk  motions  and  of  nervous  influence,  sensation,  on  the 
lively  contortions  not  quite  satisfy  you  ?  other  hand,  cannot  be  conceived  without 
He  bids  you  reflect  on  similar  contor-  a  nervous  system ;  and  further,  I  would 
tions  displayed  under  acute  human  suf-  remark  that  even  this  evidence,  could  it 
fering.  If  you  are  still  obdurate,  you  be  had,  would  be  incomplete,  and  that 
may  dispute  the  analogy,  may  admit  it  is  imperative  to  do  more  than  to  de- 
the  similitude  of  man  to  a  worm  as  far  monstrate  nerves  in  order  to  prove  sen- 
as  it  will  ^o,  but  not  be  able  to  see  sation;  there  must  be  a  brain.  Our 
how  the  wngglinfip  of  the  reptile  can  nerves  are  merely  the  rail-roads,  so  to 
be  taken  for  evidence  of  any  thing  speak,  between  the  brain  and  the  exter- 
beyond  an  irritable  organization,  put  nal  world  ;  they  are  not  the  sentient  or- 
into  play  by  the  application  of  a  sti-  gan ;  they  do  ncr  more  than  transfer  the 
mulus ;  for  motion  neither  is  sensation,  material  which  is  to  be  coined  into  sen- 
nor  does  it  imply  sensation.  Who,  for  sation  in  the  great  central  officina  ;  and 
instance,  is  conscious  of  the  normal  mo-  if  we  interrupt  the  arrival  of  the  sup- 
tioiis  of  that  heart  which  is  always  beat-  plies  from  without  (by  dividing  the 
in^?  of  those  eye-lids  that  are  all  day  nerve  or  otherwise),  no  sensation  can 
blinking  ?  of  those  secreting  organs  af-  take  place.  If,  then,  no  sensation  oc- 
ways  at  work  ?  and  of  the  mechanism  of  cur  when  the  communication  between 
respiration  that  is  never  idle?  So  the  nerve  and  brain  be  stopped,  how 
plainly  does  motion  not  imply  feeling,  shall  sensation  be  pretendea  in  those 
that  we  are  informed  by  Dr.  Grant,  that  animals  who  have  no  brain  ?  and  how 
in  picreing  the'  bodies  of  poriferous  ani-  many  animals  have  no  brains  P  It  has 
mals  with  a  red-hot  needle,  no  contrac-  indeed  been  pretended,  that  in  the  lower 
tile  action  ensues,  though  these  animals  tribes  of  animals  ganglia  supply  the 
at  other  times  display  motion.  Even  place  of  brains ;  but  as  tnis  assertion  has 
where  motion  is  extremely  lively,  sensa-  not  even  a  shew  of  plausibility  to  defend 
tion  need  not  be  present;  for  '*  the  zoo-  it,  and  as  it  is  wholly  unsupported  W 
phytes  possess  a  power  of  motion  sur-  argument,  I  shall  think  it  amply  sum- 
passing  almost  any  motions  we  can  cient  to  deny  it,  for  the  following  rea- 
produce  by  any  stimuli  in  the  highest  sons:—* 

forms  of  animals,    which  motions  we        <*  A  ganglion  Toxy  be  pricked,  cut,  or 

are,  in  them,  wont  to  ascribe  to  irrita-  torn,  without  the  animal  appearing  con- 

bility*."  scions  of  it,  and  without  any  contractions 

i^Tence  we  may  conclude,  since  ani-  taking  place  in  the  muscles."    **  If  all 

mals    uninjured  and  nn mutilated  dis-      — 

play  very  brisk  movements,  and  shew       ♦  ^  ,,  ,^^„  ^^  be  m  independent,  that  not 

great  irritability,  that  the  mere  exhibition  only  tbe  lower  tribes  of  animal*,  bnt  many  planU 

of  the  contortS.as  of  tibe  worm,  and  of  S£.ViSS.l!:**t  »d".hiw  wuwSt,:^^^ 

other  animals  whose  bodies  may  nave  lu^^^  been  called  nerroai,  and  mppoted  to  be 

been  mutilated,  does  not  render  it  sure,  directly  nnder  nerroua  control }   bnt  In  thete 

1.  «  1       ^i    X  ai.  ip        ^i^  ciiflea.  to  assume  the  uerformance  of  tbeie  rune- 

or  even  probable,  that  they  Sufler  pain.  ?"„?  a.  evidence  of  the  question,  wonld  be  a  pe- 

When  we  cut  a  worm  into   pieces,  and  Uiioprinmpii,  and  there  is  no  other.    We  suffer 

onrselves  to  be  misled  here  and  elsewhere,  by  the 

~" — — — — ■  dangerous,  but  only  argument  In  these  cases— of 

•  Dr.  Grant.         *  ■"  imperfect  analogy. 
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the  ceiTical  and  first  thoracic  g^anglia  That  all  animals  do  not  leel  alike, 

be  removed,  we  do  not  perceive  an;^  sen-  will  scarcely  be  disputed  bj  anj :  there 

sible  and  immediate  derangement  in  the  is,  therefore,  a  progression  in  the  scale 

functiops,  even  of  the  parts  to  which  of  sensation;  and  where  there  is  a  pro- 

their  filaments  are  distributed."*     "  If  gression,  there  must  have  been  a  begin- 

the  proofs  are  required  on  which  certain  ning.    And  if  it  be  here  objected  that 

authors  would  establish  their  doctrine  the  Creator  made  nothing  without  de- 

that  the  ganglia  may  be  considered  as  sign,  and  that  he  plainly  designed  the 

nervous  centres  (little  brains,  &c.),  we  happinessof  his  creatures,  which  cannot 

shall  be  surprised  to  find  that  there  are  consist  with  insensibility,  it  may  be  an- 

none,  and  their  assertion  is  nothing  but  swered  that  this  statement  supposes  the 

a  I'eu  cTefpnY."— ^(Magendie.)   But  now,  objector  to  be  in  the  secret^a  mere 

if  in  place  of  no  argument  (as  we  saj^),  petitio  principii. 

these  writers  had  every  arg^ument  in  pwU,  Jaiy  I8S4. 

favour  of  the  ganglia  conferring  sensa-      — 

tion,  these  ganglia  only  begin  to  exist  MORBID   APPEARANCES    FROM 

m  the  moUusca ;  and  thus  unless  some-  poiSONING  WITH  ARSENIC, 
thing  else  be  set  up  for  these  pretended 
little  brains,  all  animals  below  these 

tribes  of  being  are  left  without  an  ap-  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

pareil  for  sensation.     In  maintaining  ^^^ 

the  necessity  of  a  brain,  in  order  to  con-  -t^i'                       riA         itv 

fer  sensation,  it  is  quite  immaterial  to  1"  *«  newspapers  of  last  week  I  ob- 

my  ailment  in  what  light  this  organ  ^ep**  accoante  of  two  trials   for  the 

be  viewed;  for  whether  itoelf  bethe^n-  «"">«.  "^  powonwR:  m  both  instancei, 

tient  organ,  or  the  medium  of  sensation  J"*"'",  ^t  fuspccted  to  have  been  die 

to  the  mind,  it  is  still  the  depository  or  '>'^«/"'  substance   t^en  into  the  sto- 

stoKbouse  of  impressions;  and  whether  "*^h.    In  reading  the  reports,  I  wu 

the  mind  feeU  in  it  or  through  it,  sensa.  «"'«'  surprised  tEat  the  medical  wit- 

tion  cannot  but  be  viewed  as  a  mental  "«»«»  ™»d«  ""  allusion  to  the  appear- 

function.    Without  involving  ourselves  »"«»  "^  *^^  <=«'°"/ .  ^  '»«'*^''f  Mr.  Brodie 

in  the  intricacies  of  metaphyiics,  in  con.  ascertained,    bv  his  experiments  with 

sidering  whether,  as  some  hare  asserted,  ""«"<'.  *^^  "  f""^   »  J^f  peculiar 

all  mental  operation  issues  at  last  in  «fl'^t  »»  *.«  colon,   producing   great 

sensation,orSi  viewing  it  merely  as  one  contraction  in    the    diameter   of    that 

«f  .!.„  _J:„:.:_-  _._>.i  r....u:i.  ™.:.i,  bowel.     I  have  met  with  two  cases  of 

arsenic,  in  both 
remarkable  man- 
ighout  its  whole 

i^7lyin»^«'""ti>'in«»^an  ^^r^Mio"!^  '^'e"*-    ^  >«»?«  *?«  ''•'9  ?»V  have 

capable  of  receiving  an  imp4sion,  and  **•«    opportunity    of  examining,    iwrf 

a  mind  capable  of  recognising  it  when  mortem,  clear  ca«s  of  poisoning  by  ar- 

received.    Sensation,  in  short'  view  it  seme,  will  not  fail  to  pay  attention  to 

as  you  will,  must  be  a  compound  faculy.  ^„  ,u„,„,rf, ,  ,«„!,.  „d  phT.ioi.gi.riiT  to., 

in  perfecting  which,  both  mind  and  body  by  litt,  in  hi.  uecdote  of  b.  ScktoI.,  whoM 

are  engaged;  and  if  the  influence  of  the  '•«•>'  h"*  "•»  buming,  while  h«  witomM  iu 

former  has  been  overstated  by  the  meta-  „j  perh«pl  tttu  more  b««iuniiiT  in  th«  pmoa 

physician,  it  has  certainly    not    been  or  aimott  ererT  poet  or  iB»gin*u*e  writer  who 

su&cicnUy  considered  by  the  physiolo-  S,nh'i:rt,-IS?«•ii5T^»?«.eTT•:o^p'•i^^^^ 

gist  *.  tbat  Bccoaot  to  be  the  peculiarly  fftvonred  of  hea- 

— • Ten  \    Yet  of  thie  very  race  It  It  ieetlfted  by  In. 

•  How  much  the  mind  U  concerned  In  Rensatloo,  considerate  friends,  that  they  are  always  qaeru- 

Is  proved  by  some  being  able  to  Imagine  a  pain  Ions,  making  all  aronnd  them  unhappy  :--behold, 

till  ihey  feel  It.  or  sometimes  by  not  feeling  It,  they  say,  men  who  are  Intolerant  of  the  least 

though  the  palnftil  Impression  be  there,  from  the  pain,  and  make  as  bitter  lamentation  orer  a  corn 

operation  of  some  powerful  moral  coercion,  or  as  was  wrung  from  Ph«loctetes  In  his  worst  mo- 

fn>m  the  attention  being  preoccupied  at  the  mo-  ments  of  suffering  I    But  a  medical  man  would  do 

ment  with  something  else.    Need  we  go  to  the  well  to  study  the  philosophy  of  sensation,  and  ha 

battle-fleld  to  neek  for  proof  or  Illustration ;  and  would   And   that  It    was  this   very  suscepUbl- 

wlll  not  Crabbe's   old   lady,    whose    gout   was  Uty  of  mind— this  very  IWellness  of  mental  per- 

troublesome  or  the  reverse  accordlug  to  her  luck  ceptlon—that  first  excited  the  attention-It  mmf 

at  cards  be  at  once  admitted  by  a  candid  critic  be  to  a  scratch— which  the   Imagination,    now 

to  be  as  coiiaonant  to  fuct  as  It  Is  true  to  nature  t  rlvetted  to  the  spot,  really  made  as  painful  oa  It 

How  much  the  mind  has  to  do  with  sensation,  Is  is  stated  to  M  by  the  sufferer. 
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the  colon,  that  we  may  ascertain  how  ON  THE  EMPLOYMENT  OF  ALKA. 

far  the  circumsUnce  of  contraction  may  o  a  r  're 

be  relied  upon  as  evidence  of  that  kind  *^*^**  SALl  6, 

Ot  J)0180ning\  jjj    CEKTAIN      INFLAMMATORY     DISBASES, 

J  would  add  two  further  remarks  re-  and  op  thb  urinary  organs,  as  pro- 

latipe  to  the  appearances  of  these  cases  posed  by  Mascagni. 

after  death.    Mr.  Tucker,  in  his  e?i.  

dence  upon  the  trial  at  Exeter,  stated 

that  in  cases  of  poisoningr  by  arsenic  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 
taken  into  the  stomach,  he  should  always 

expect  to  find  some  of  that  substance  ^"^' 

adhering'  to  the  inner  coats  of  the  sto-  In  reading*  the  second  Gulstonian  lec- 

mach.    That  this  is  not  generally  the  ture,  lately  delivered  at  the  Royal  College 

case  I  am  not  prepared  to  assert ;  but  of  Physicians,  by  Dr.  George  Burrows, 

it  certainly  is  not  uniFcrsally  so.     In  and  published  in  the  MedicaJGazette  for 

one  of  the  cases  I  haye  mentioned  above.  July   19th,  my   attention  was  particu- 

on  examination,  the  stomach  was  found  larly  directed  to  the  following*  question  : 

empty,  and  no  particle  of  arsenic  could  *-*^  Is  it  not  possible,"  says  the  learned 

be  discerned  upon  its  mucous  membrane,  Doctor,  '*  that  these  alkaline  remedies 

and  the  only  morbid  appearances  were  ^iH  exert  their  influence  at  other  points 

two  small  bright  red  spots  on  that  mem-  of  the  animal  economy,  as  well  as  in 

brane,  near  the  fundus.    The  subject  of  the  kidney,  and   thus  render  the  soft 

this  accident  was  a  child  two  years  old :  solids,  in  different  parts,  in  a  state  more 

it   had    eaten    some    poison    prepared  fit  for  absorption  r'    As  the  following* 

for  rata.  facto  seem  to  me  to  put  out  of  question 

In  the  excellent  work  of  Dr.  Paris  this  important  therapeutical  principle, 

on  Medical  Jurisprudence,  vol.  ii.  p.  230,  and  they  appear  not  generally  Known,  I 

he  states  it  as  his  opinion  that  when  ar-  thought    myself  justified  in    sending 

senic  is  applied  to  the  mucous  mem-  them  to  you,  for  insertion  in  your  valua- 

braue  of  the  alimentary  canal  during  ble  journal.    In  the  meantime,  I  am 

life  there  will  not  be  a  well-defined  line  perfectly  convinced    that  my  learned 

of  demarcation;  the  transition  from  the  friend    Dr.  Burrows   himself  will   be 

diseased  to  the  healthy  structure  will  pleased  in  finding  that  the  practical 

be  gradual,  and  the  limita  of  each  im-  deductions  on  the  internal  use  of  alka- 

pcrceptible.    This  does,  I  must  confess,  lies,  drawn  by  his  experimenta  and  ob- 

appear  Tery  probable,  A  priori.     But  servations,  were  not  only  on  record,  but 

in  the  other  case  to  whicn  I  have  al-  even  put  out  of  question,  by  such  a  re-' 

hided,    in  which,    for  the  purpose  of  spectable  and  valuable  authority  as  the 

suicide,  a  large  quantity,  perhaps  an  following. 

ounce,  was  taken,  the  line  of  demarca-  The  celebrated  Mascagni,  having  ob. 

tion    was    most    strikingly    apparent  served  that  those  earthy  concretions  oc- 

There  was  found  in  the  stomach  about  casionally  found  after  death  deposited 

four  ounces  of  viscid  bloody  mucus,  in  diflferent  cavities  of  the  body,  or  ad- 

with  nearly  a  drachm  of  the  wnite  oxide  hering  to  some  viscera,  and  to  the  inte- 

of  arsenic :  that  pa^  of  the  mucous  sur-  rior  surface   of  arteries,  were  readily 

face  in  contact  with  the  fluid  appeared  dissolved  by  the  carbonate  of  potash,  of 

of  a  deep  red  colour ;  the  remaining^  soda,  and  ammonia,  was  induced  to  be- 

portion  exhibited  ito  usual  hue.  lieve  they  might  also  have  a  similar,  if 

I  have  confined  myself  to  the  state-  not  a  greater  effect,  on  the  living  subject 

ent  of  facto ;  if  you  consider  Uiem  He  first  tried  on  himself  a  solution  of 


ment 


worthy  the  notice  of  the  profession,  per-  the  carbonate  of  potash,  when  labour, 

haps  you  will  honour  them  with  a  place  ing  under  an  attack  of  gravel,  to  which 

in  your  valuable  Journal.  disease  he  had  oftentimes  been  subject, 

I  am,  sir,  and  found  himself  very  soon  relieved  by 

Your  obedient  servant,  the  simple  use  of  that  remedy ;  so  much 

Joseph  Houlton.  bo  indeed,  as  to  be  at  last  entirely  cured 

i.iMo   6        A       1 7  18S4  ®^  *^®  complaint.    After  this  favourable 

rove,   agut    ,  result,  having  also  observed  how  easily 

coagulable  lymph   could  be  dissolvea, 

even  in  a  weak  solution  of  those  alka- 
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line  substances,  he  was  naturally  in-  according    to    the    particular   circum- 

duced  to  think  they  might  be  of  greater  stances  of  each  case, 
service  in  various  instances  of  acute  in-        Since  tbese  facts  came  to  my  know- 

flam^atory    disease.      In     individuals  ledge,  T  have  freely  employed  the  car- 

who  died  of  pneumonia,  and  where  the  bonate  of  soda  with  the  same  view,  and 

lungs  were  found  in  a  state  of  complete  on  the  same  principle,  for  the  course  of 

hepatization,    Mascagni    had   observed  several  years,  ana  with   the  most  fa* 

not  only  both  the  ventricles  of  the  heart  vourable  result. 

filled  with    black  blood,    mixed    with        In  the  meantime,  sir,  I  take  this  op- 
abundant  concretions  of  an  albuminous  portunxty   of  sending  you  an  article, 
substance,  which  plugged  up  the  pul-  which  shall  be  the  first,  in  defence  of  my 
monary  vessels    tnemselves,   and   pre-  learned  countrjrman  Bellingeri^  whose 
vented  any  circulation  through  them :  work  and  opinions  on  the  fifth  and  se* 
this  substance,  which  was  perfectly  si-  venth  pairs  of  cerebral  nerves,  has  been, 
milar  to  the  buffy  coat  oi  the  blood  in  the  above-mentioned  number  of  your 
drawn  from  the  veins  of  the  same  indi-  periodical,  so  greatly  misrepresenteld  by 
viduals  during  life,  was  completely  dis-  Mr.  Shaw,  in  his  article  "  On  the  On- 
solved  by  those  alkaline  salts.  ginality  of  Sir  Charles  Bell's   Disco- 
Led  by  these  facts,  Mascagni  sug-  veries  in  the  Nervous  S^^stem." 
gested  tneir  employment  to  a  phjrsi-  I  am,  sir, 
cian,  who  obtained  by  the  use  of^  them                       Your  obedient  servant, 
wonderful  eflects  in  an  epidemic  pul-                             Gactano  Negri,  M.D. 
monary  affection,  which,  in  1800,  made       ^^  Poiand-street.  o^ford-street, 
great  ravages  in  the  district  of  Uhiudtno,               Avgutt  9, 1884. 
m  Tuscany.     Mascagni  recommended 

also  the  use  of   the  same  alkalies  in  

those   instances  of  -dropsy  which  are 

1>rincipally  induced  by  obstruction  of  sketches  of  the  present  state  and 
ympbatic  vessels  and  glands  from  de-  feelings 

positions  of  coagulable  lymph,  in  con-  ^'  ^"" 

seouenceofan  inflammatory  diathesis.  MEDICAL  PROFESSION  IN  THE 

These  facts    and   observations  were  PROVINCES; 

published  by  the  celebrated  anatomist,  ^   ,  .  ..   .   ^ .         >      ,.„.'- 

in  a  memoir  "  Suit  u$o  del  Carhonato  ^'^  nrneespeaally  tn  Liverpool  and  lU  Ftciiuijr. 

di  Potassa^  per  le  renelle,  e  peripneu^  Bt  James  Collins,  M  J>, 

manie^^  inserted  in  the  11th  volume  of  

^*  Memorie  delta  Society  Italiana  delle 

Scienze.    Modena,  1804."    The  above  One  would  suppose,  by  various  articles 

statement  was  quoted  from  a  small  work,  in  the  Medical  Gazette  and  other  pub- 

which  bears  the  title  of  Elogio  di  Mas-  lications,  that  few  subjects  excite  more 

cagniy    di   Tommaso    Faraese,     M.D.  interest  than  how  far  the  certificates  of 

Milano,   1816;"   and  principally   from  our  provincial  hospitals  and  schools  of 

note  xviii.  p.  108.  medicine  ought  to  be  received  asqualifi- 

Dr.  Famese,  who  had  been  a  pupil  cations  for  a  degree  in  surgery.  As  the 
of  Mascagni,  has  repeatedly  employed  subject  is  a  most  important  one,  and 
the  alkafine  treatment;  and  in  his  seems  to  admit  great  difference  of 
publication  gives  an  account  of  seve-  opinion,  it  may,  perhaps,  be  desirable 
ral  cases  of  disease  of  the  pulmonary  to  some  of  your  readers,  Mr.  Editor,  to 
and  of  the  urinary  organs  successfully  have  some  notions,  derived  from  personal 
cured  by  it,  without  the  use  of  any  and  local  experience,  of  how  our  pro- 
other  therapeutical  means ;  and  re-  vincial  schools  and  hospitals  work — at 
marks,  that  they  may  be  cured  without  least  in  this  neie^hbourhood ;  and  of  the 
bloodletting,  or  with  a  less  quantity  of  sentiments  and  views  of  the  pi-acti- 
blood  being  extracted,  as  Mascagni  tioners  in  the  provinces  on  these  mat- 
himself  had  noticed  it  before-  tcrs.     In  attempting  to  do  this,  I  by  no 

The  dose  employed  was  from  half  a  means  presume  to  speak  the  sentiments 

drachm  to  one  ounce,  dissolved  in  six  of  the  lecturers,  nor  of  the  gentlemen 

ounces  of  distilled  water,  to  be  taken  attached  to  what  are  termed  ^  the  re- 

ffradaiim,  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  with  cognized  hospitals  :*'  in  the  decision  of 

diluent  drinks,  and  increased  gradually  this  question  t/iejf  have  a  separate  and 
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distinct  interest,  and  therefore  very  na^  monej  or  personal  qualification,  and  not 
turally  stand  up  for  the  glories  of  from  any  Quixotic  feelinsp  to  serve 
provincial  teaching,  and  for  all  changes  others.  The  medical  men  here  witness 
that  seem  to  promise  grist  ta  their  own  with  pain  and  humiliation,  the  effects 
mill.  Hence  it  is  not  surprising  to  see  of  this  free-trade  system  in  manufacture 
the  war  that  rages  between  them  and  ing  surgeons :  they  see  medical  schools, 
their  London  brethren  on  this  subject ;  or  one  sort  or  another,  multiplying 
each,  iu  the  spirit  of  the  fable  of  the  around  them ;  some  with  two  or  Uiree 
town  besieged,  advocating  his  own  in-  lecturers,  or  (as  the  phrase  goes)  profes- 
terest,  and  maintaining  that  Hhere  is  sors ;  others  with  more  or  less ;  none 
nothing  like  leather.  But  it  is  to  be  with  a  full  or  regular  complement;  all 
hoped,  that  whatever  changes  may  take  rivalling  and  jealous  of  eacn  other,  and 
place,  the  interest  of  the  profession  will  lecturing  for  nothing,  or  next  to  nothing ; 
oe  consulted  in  preference  to  their's ;  as  and  yet  at  the  same  time  pretending, 
they  form  but  a  small  fraction  of  it,  how-  Uiat  m  doinj^  so  they  are  upnolding  the 
ever  respectable,  collectively  or  indi-  rank  and  dignity  of  medicine,  though 
vidually,  they  may  otherwise  be:  and  they  are  doing  every  thing  in  their  power 
yet,  strange  as  it  may  appear,  they  have  to  degrade  it,  b^  this  wholesale  svs- 
as  yet  been  the  principal  evidence  be-  tem  of  free  teaching.  Would  you  be- 
fore the  Parliamentary  Committee  ap-  lieve,  sir,  that  we  have  a  school  of  medi- 
pointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  me-  cine  at  the  Infirmair,  one  at  the  Royal 
tlicine ;  at  least,  as  far  as  I  know,  no  Institution,  one  in  Seel-Street,  and  one 
others  have  been  summoned  from  this  or  two  more  building,  the  speculations 
quarter.  of  private  individuals  ?  Besides  these, 
The  general  complaint  in  the  pro-  the  Dispensaries  and  the  Northern  Hos- 
viuces  (and,  I  presume,  every  where  pital  intend,  this  season  or  the  next,  to 
else),  is,  that  there  are  as  many  doctors  open  schools  of  their  own.  They  have 
as  patients ;  that  the  profession  is  over-  already  held  out  to  the  subscribers  pros- 
stocked,  and  hence  that  very  few  can  pects  in  this  respect,  and  thereby  sti- 
noiv  live,  much  less  make  money  by  it;  mulated  their  zeal  to  contribute  to  their 
and  consequently,  that  instead  of  open-  funds.  Indeed,  this  mode  of  appeal  is 
in^v^  additional  sluices  through  the  me-  latterly  becoming  a  very  popular  and 
dium  of  provincial  schools,  to  inundate  it  plausible  way  of  raising  the  wind  :  the 
still  further  with  competitorsfor  practice,  sub»cribers  are  tickled  with  the  idea  of 
some  means  ought  to  oe  devised  to  adapt,  converting  our  hospitals  and  dispensa- 
in  some  degree,  the  suppiv  of  medical  ries  into  schools  of  medicine,  and  mak- 
nieu  to  the  wants  of  the  puiblic.  Uence  ing  them  thereby  more  subservient,  as 
they  protest  against  all  changes  that  it  were,  to  science  and  humanity.  Thus, 
seem  to  make  things  worse  instead  of  *  if  all  these  institutions  succeed,  we  shall 
better ;  against  the  principle  of  covering  have  seven  or  eight  at  work  at  the  same 
the  country  with  institutions  to  mauu-  time,  in  making  medical  men  for  no- 
facture  medical  men  at  little  or  no  ex-  thing,  or  next  to  nothing.  At  present 
peuse,  and  thus  making  it  as  easy  there  are  lectures  on  surgery  given 
and  as  cheap  to  become  one  as  a  mecha-  at  the  Infirmary,  by  one  of  its  surgeons, 
nic  or  craftsman.  They  laugh  at  the  idea  free  to  tlie  pupils  who  attend  ;  so  were 
of  free-trade  iu  medicine  as  in  com-  the  lectures  on  the  practice  of  physic, 
merce,  as  if  the  cheapness  of  the  doc-  delivered  in  the  same  institution;  and  so 
tor  constituted  his  excellency ;  and  ask,  are,  I  am  told,  the  lectures  on  materia 
why  should  it  be  attempted  to  heap,  medica,  now  going  on  at  the  house  of 

{died  to  medicine  and  not  to  divinity  and  one  of  its  consulting  physicians.  If  this 

aw  ?    What  would  become  of  the  lat-  is  not  making  the  profession  cheap  and 

ter,  if  every  member  were  allowed  to  easy  of  access,  I  know  not  what  will : 

establish   a  factory  of  his  own,  and  to  they  are  all  anxious  for  a  class,  and,  as 

dispense  with  the  pupils  going  to  the  they  cannot  get  one  to  pay,  they  admit 

University,  or  the  Temple,  by  pulling  them  as  they  come,  calculating  for  re- 

them  through  his  own  machinery  ?    Do  muneration  on  the  indirect  advantages 


emolument?— for  every  one  must  admit    lads,  the  young  merchant,  the  amateur 

"or  mo- 


emolument  r— tor  every  one  must  admit    laus,  the  young  mercnant,  tne  a 
that  he  enters  a  profession  either  for    students,  all  who  have  curiosity 
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tive  to  attend,  may  occasionally  be  seen,  sense,  is  what  we  complain  of  in   the 
scot-free,  in  the  lecture-room ;  all  that  provinces,— namely,    tbe    superabond- 
is  expected  in  return,  is  often  nothing  ance  of  competitors  for  practice, — ^likely- 
more  than  that  they  should  trumpet  the  to  be  remedied  or  cfaecxed  by  this  sy^ 
talents  and  dexterity  of  tbe  lecturer,  and  tem  ?     Does  it  add  to  the  interest  or 
give  him  a  good  word  and  a  patient  respectability  of  the  profession,  to  cmm 
when  they  can.  into  it  persons  who  never  pay  for  their 
Others,  again,  stick  their  advertise-  education  ?    Is  there  not  something*  in 
ments  of  lecturing  in  the  medical  library,  this  disreputable  to  the  teachers  and  the 
the  shops,  the  newspapers,  and  other  pupils  ?  Would  it  not  be  well  that  those 
places  of  notoriety,  without  giving  or  who  have  the  power  should  check  the 
intending  a  lecture.     In  fact,  this  cus-  system,  and  ^x  some  fair  and  moderate 
torn   is  getting  very  much  into  vogue:  scale  for  the  prices  of  lectures,  and  re-. 
I  wish  it  were  more  general,  as,  how-  quire  proof  that  they  were  delivered, 
ever  quackish  it  may  be,  it  can  never  and  attended,  and  paid  for  at  the  time 
injure  the  profession  like  the  free-school  of  delivery?    There  cannot  be  too  much 
system.  Tne  lecturers,  when  reproached  vigfilance  in  this  respect, 
with  admitting  persons  to  their  lectures  Some  think  that  no  certtficatea  of  lec- 
who  never  pay,  though  able  to  pay,  say  tures  ought  to  be  received,  except  given 
they  do  no  harm,  as  Uiey  never  give  cer-  in  some  legally  constitute!  college,  not 
tificates  of   attendance    without  being  from  any  feeling  that  the  private  lee- 
paid.    This  may  be  so,  for  aught   I  tures  may  not  be  in  some  cases  as  good. 
Know ;   but  there  was  one  gentleman,  — ^as  intellect  is  not  measured  by  lati- 
uow  deceased,  in  the  habit  of  giving  cer-  tude  and  longitude, — but  in   order  to 
tificates  of  attendance  on  lectures  he  diminish  the  facilities  of  entering  tbe 
never  delivered :  he  differed  from  others,  profession  at  little  or  no  expense :  and 
inasmuch  as  he  got  paid  for  lectures  he  they  think  that  if  no  other  good  resulted 
never  gave.    Even  in  his  last  sickness,  but  the  mere  additional  expense  and 
a  few  hours  before  his  death,  for  the  trouble,  from  obliging  pupils  to  receive 
sake  of  the  money,  and  to  oblige  a  some  fraction  of  their  education  in  Lon- 
friend,  he  put  his  name  to  one  of  tnose  don  or  the  other  capitals,  that  it  would 
fictitious  certificates ;  and  yet  he  was  a  even  on  this  account  be  desirable    to 
respectable  man,  a  graduate  of  Cam-  compel  them.    But  every  one  knows 
bridge,  and  a  man  or  very  considerable  that  enlarged  views  and  liberal  senti- 
property.      But,    even   supposing  that  ments  are  more  likely  to  be  cultivated 
no  certificates  are  given  without  pay-  by  doing  so,  than  by  confining  them  to 
ment,  yet  harm  is  done  to  the  profes-  the    narrow    sphere    of    a    provincial 
sion  by  not  requiring  it  from  the  pupils  school ;  and,  as  for  tbe  cant  of  their 
attending  the  classes.     Persons  are  tiius  *  morals  being  endangered  by  the  vices 
(|ualified,  if  they  have  the  courage  or  of  the  capital,  I  can  only  say  that  oar 
impudence  to  dispense  with  the  license  Liverpool  lads  are  not  so  innocent  as  the 
of  the  College,  as  many  of  them  do,  to  saints  in  Bristol  wish  to  make  os  sup- 
turn  general  practitioner  or  an  adver-  pose  theirs  to  be.    By  these  means  and 
tisinjg  doctor,  or  to  enter  our  merchant  other  causes  tbe  profession  is  rapidly 
service  as  surgeon.    Chemists  and  drug-  falling,  and  approximating  the  rank  and 
gists  are  thus  taught  to  prescribe  with  pay  of  the  lower  classes, 
a  little  more  tact  than  tney  otherwise  Now  for  the  hospitals, 
would  do,  at  the  expense  ofthe  regular  The  great  object  of  ambition  here 
practitioner.  among  medical  men,  next  to  extensive 

A  youn^  man  is  now  in  very  exten-  practice,  is  to  be  appointed  physician 

sive   practice    among    the    lower    and  or  surgeon  to  tbe  Innrmary  or  Lunatic 

poorer  classes  in  the  north  end  of  this  Asylum.    Once  there,  we  consider  the 

town, — in  fact,  the  JSsculapius  of  that  road  to  practice  and  local  reputation 

district, — whose  only  medical  education  fairly  opened  before  us.    But  it  is  no 

has    been    attendance  on  one   or  two  easy  matter  to  get  there,  as  all  our  me- 

of  these  courses  of  lectures.     He  is  not  dical  charities  form,  as  it  were,  a  circle, 

a  solitary  instance.     I  allude  to  him  and  work  within  one  another;  for  there 

merely  to  illustrate,  by  his  example,  was  no  chance,  until  lately,  of  reaching 

some  of  the  results  of  our  provincial  the  infirmary,  except  one  began  practice 

teaching.  with  the  dispensaries.    The  system  that 

Now,  I  ask,  in  the  name  of  common  prevailed  was  to  advance  accofding  to 
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seniority,  and  without  opposition,  when  rities.  The  idea  was  a  novel  and  a 
vacancies  occurred,  the  medical  men  of  useful  one  for  those  who  reached  the 
the  dispensaries  to  what  they  termed  top  of  this  ascending  scale,  as  it  bound 
the  higher  chanties,  from  it  to  the  work-  all  the  medical  men  of  our  public  in- 
house  and  fever  hospital,  and  then  in  stitutions  firmly  together;  ffave  them 
rotation  to  the  lunatic  asylum  and  in-  a  common  interest  in  upholding  each 
iinnary.  All  others  were  excluded,  and,  other,  and  paying  the  homage  of  ad- 
by  tacit  consent,  placed  among  the  miration  to  the  skill  and  experience  of 
common  herd  of  practitioners.  It  was  those  who  have  passed  through  the 
true,  now  and  again,  a  solitary  excep-  rotation ;  each  calculating  that  the  ho- 
tion  took  place,  when  disunion  ordis-  nour  he  rendered  to  others  would,  in 
content  arose  in  the  enemy's  camp.  It  his  turn,  be  rendered  to  himself,  when 
•was  to  a  fortuitous  circumstance  of  this  his  day  of  promotion  arrived ;  and  that, 
sort  that  the  present  professor  of  medi-  at  all  events,  by  acting  in  concert,  and 
cal  jurisprudence  in  the  University  of  confining  to  themselves  the  claims  of 
Edinburgh  owed  his  appointment.  For  experience,  they  would  thereby  nar- 
years  he  was  excluded,  and  for  ever  row  the  field  of  competition,  m  ex- 
would,  were  it  not  for  this,  (however  eluding  I7.20ths  of  the  practitioners 
respectable  his  character  and  merits),  of  the  town,  who  did  not  belong  to  the 
because,  forsooth,  he  did  not  begin  charities,  from  the  chances  of  a  pro- 
his  practice  here  as  phjrsician  to  one  fessional  reputation,  and  thereby  raise 
of  toe  dispensaries.  This  was  a  pre-  their  own  fortunes  on  their  ruin, 
liminary  and  indispensable  step  to  You  may  easily  perceive,  therefore, 
be  eli^ble,  with  any  chance  of  sue-  that  it  was  a  matter  of  great  impor- 
cess.  Thus  an  ingenious  and  exclusive  tance  to  a  young  man,  when  he  settled 
system  was  formed  to  advance  those  here,  to  become  attached  to  one  of  the 
who  had  sufiicient  interest  and  patro-  dispensaries;  and  that  frequent  con- 
nage  to  be  attached  to  the  dispensari^,  tests,  ill  blood,  and  underhand  means, 
to  the  higher  charities — the  lunatic  took  place  to  put  in  friends,  and  keep 
asylum  and  infirmary,  and  to  keep  all  out  enemies.  When  the  high  churcn 
otbers  out  from  being  their  competitors ;  or  corporation  party  interfere,  as  they 
for,  generally  speuring,  the  interest  usually  do  in  one  shape  or  another,  no 
that  pushed  you  into  one  carried  you  interest  can  withstand  them  :  their 
through  the  others  in  your  turn ;  in  power  here  is  as  predominant  as  in  the 
fact,  the  rights  and  privileges  of  our  elections  of  the  borough,  all  giving  way 
freemen  were  not  more  corrupt  or  ex-  before  them.  Hence  it  is  a  standing 
elusive,  nor  their  system  or  electing  rule  with  all  who  aspire  to  the  honour  of 
their  friend  better  contrived.  The  doc-  the  infirmary,  to  curry  favour  with  both ; 
trines  propagated  by  the  medical  men,  first,  with  the  subordinates,  and  thus 
and  until  lately  in  a  great  deflpree  believed  by  degrees  to  reach  the  principals, 
by  the  public,  in  support  of  this  system  The  usual  plan  is  to  laud  both  to  the 
of  rotation  and  exclusion,  ^ere,  that  skies,  to  support  their  views  and  po- 
this  system  was  necessary  in  order  to  litics  througn  thick  and  thin;  and  to 
rear  a  body  of  experienced  medical  swear,  if  necessary,  that  our  established 
men  worthy  of  the  great  and  growing  clergy  and  corporation  are  the  most 
commerce  of  this  town ;  and  that  that  humane,  liberal,  and  enlightened  body 
experience  could  only  be  had  in  the  in  the  world;  to  fight  their  battles 
puolic  charities ;  ana  therefore  it  was  in  public  and  in  private,  and  to  seem  to 
iDcnmbent  to  begin  with  the  dispen-  have  no  other  wish  or  feeling  than 
saries,  in  order  to  get  or  gain  some  theirs.  Hence,  yon  may  rest  assured 
little  experience  for  practice :  that  this  that  those  who  usually  reach  the  in- 
experience was  still  more  increased  by  firmary  are  true  blue— the  corporation 
being  attached  to  the  fever  hospital  colour.  This  interest  once  gained,  that 
and  workhouse,  as  uniting  the  advan-  of  the  clergy  necessarily  follows,  as  they 
tages  of  both ;  but  that,  being  attached  depend  on  the  former  for  patronage  and 
to  the  infirmary  was  the  8trong[est  at-  support ;  and  therefore  it  is  not  difilcult 
testation  of  its  existence,  in  all  its  full-  to  explain  how  attached  the  church  is 
ness  and  perfection,  in  the  medical  to  the  corporation,  and  the  medical  men 
men  of  that  institution,  as  possessing  the  to  both :  now,  like  Castor  and  Pollux, 
accumulated  experience  of  all  the  cha-  they  all  seem  only  to  live  and  die  for 
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each  otber.  Various  means  were  con-  and  superintendence  of  the  medical  men 
trired  from  time  to  time  to  keep  up  this  there ;  that  tbejr  were  to  be  taught  how- 
advantage  of  being  attached  to  tne  public  to  handle  a  natient,  to  give  drinks,  and 
institutions,  some  of  them  so  origfinal  and  to  remote  all  offending  matter  fix>ni  the 
peculiar,  that  I  think  I  may  mention  one  sick  room ;  and,  above  all,  bow  thejr 
or  two  in  illustration.  A  medical  society  were  to'  avail  themselves  of  fit  and  ap- 
was  formed,  consisting  almost  exclu-  propriate  moments  to  communicate  reli- 
sivel^  of  gentlemen  attached  to  them,  gious  comfort  to  the  patients.  The 
It  did  not  meet  to  discuss  medical  or  scheme  was  well  receivea ;  the  religious 
scientific  subjects ;  in  fact,  neither  these  rejoiced  at  its  anticipated  pious  results ; 
nor  literature  came  within  the  range  of  and  the  medical  men  felt  the  alUimpor- 
its  constitution ;  they  only  met  to  dine  tant  and  lucrative  returns,  in  a  prufcs- 
together  once  a  month,  each  taking  the  sional  sense,  from  these  new  mission- 
expense  of  the  banquet  in  his  turn,  at  aries,  and  ways  and  means  of  raisiiic^ 
his  own  house ;  there  they  met,  to  eat,  the  wind.  The  public  were  cautioned 
drink,  and  be  merry ;  they  were  bound,  against  employing  anj  nurse  but  such 
not  by  any  formal  rules,  but  by  implied  as  could  produce  Uie  diploma,  or  ceitHi- 
custom  and  etiquette,  to  support  and  catc,  of  this  new  school  of  medicine ; 
call  in  each  other  when  and  where  they  they  were  told,  when  they  had  occasion 
could ;  to  vaunt  and  circulate  their  mu-  for  one,  to  send  to  the  Nurse  Institu- 
tual  and  reciprocal  merits;  and  to  keep  tion,  and  if  they  had  any  complaints  of 
up  the  credit  and  reputation  of  the  pub-  any  employed,  to  make  them  there, 
lie  institotions,  and  consequently  them-  The  nurses  were  also  requested  from 
selves.  But  from  one  cause  or  another  time  to  time  to  get  their  certificates  re- 
these  dinners  died  away,  af\er  an  exis-  newed,  and  to  render,  in  the  interim,  an 
tence  of  ten  or  fifteen  years,  though  at  account  of  their  mission  ;  and  that  an- 
the  time  of  their  dissolution  apparently  less  they  were  punctual  and  satisfactf>ry 
in  full  and  vigorous  health.  The  din-  in  this  respect,  they  were  not  to  bare 
ner,  it  is  said,  became  too  expensive,  their  certificates  renewed.  The  institu- 
and  the  returns  of  gain,  or  professional  tion  continued  in  existence  for  some 
advantages,  too  remote  and  contingent,  time,  but  a  storm  was  gathering  to  de- 
Soinc  got  tired,  others  disgusted — all  stroy  it.  The  tendency  of  the  scheme 
indifferent;  and  thus  a  society  of  many  was  too  obvious  to  last  long.  The 
years'  duration  gave  way  without  any  nurses  were  made  to  depend  on  the 
apparent  cause  but  the  badness  of  the  good-will  of  the  few  medical  men  that 
times  and  the  indifference  of  the  public,  managed  and  patronised  the  institution ; 
Another  society  soon  rose  upon  its  and,  of  course,  were  bound  in  conscience 
ruins ;  religion,  tact,  party  and  political  and  interest  to  praise  them  in  return, 
preiudices,  were  enlisted  to  give  it  birth  Thus  they  were  to  play  into  each  other's 
and  support.  Circulars  were  distributed  hands,  and  ultimately  to  throw  all  others 
among  all  classes,  with  the  names  of  overboard,  in  order  to  make  room  for  their 
most  of  the  medical  men  attached,  or  patrons.  The  medical  men  unattached 
who  were  attached  to  the  public  institu-  to  the  public  institutions  took  the  alarm, 
tions,  and  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  and  denounced  the  policy  and  cant,  and 
the  town  and  its  vicinity,  particularly  of  ultimate  designs,  of  this  nursery  of 
the  clergymen,  and  saints,  as  they  are  nurses.  The  dissenters  joined  them ; 
termcd,of  the  established  church.  l*hese  for  it  seems  by  its  laws  all  the  nurses 
circulars  lamented  the  want  of  a  mo-  were  to  be  of  the  established  religion, 
ral,  religious,  and  medical  education  and  that  no  others  were  to  be  admitted 
in  our  nurses ;  they  stated  that  the  or  recommended.  Hence  a  powerful 
recovery  and  comforts  of  the  sick  were  re-action  set  in,  and  upset  the  whole 
oflen  more  dependent  on  them  than  on  scheme,  contrary  to  the  expectations 
the  regular  medical  ^  attendant,  and,  and  calculations  of  its  founders.  Thus 
therefore,  that  an  institution  to  educate  this  project,  like  its  predecessor  the  Din- 
them  in  the  duties  of  a  christian,  and  ner  Society,  died,  tnough  ushered  into 
the  principles  of  their  calling,  was  most  life  with  the  greatest  patronage,  both 
desirable.  Subscriptions  were  solicited  lay  and  ecclesiastical,  and  with  every  ap- 
and  obtained;  a  house  was  taken,  and  pearance  of  success  and  longevity, 
notice  given  that  they  were  to  be  edu-  Here^  I  presume,  as  every  where  else, 
catcd  in  the  Infirmary,  under  the  care  a  judicious  selection  in  religion  and  po-* 
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litics  has  g^at  influence  on  the  success  denomination  you  maj  afterwards  pass, 
and  destiny  of  medical  men.  Hence  Indeed,  the  success  of  one  of  our  first 
thej  use  the  greatest  care,  and  often  surgeons  is  owing  to  a  calculation  and 
evince  extraordinary  tact  in  this  respect,  tact  of  this  sort ;  others  have  identified 
The  practice  usually  is,  for  those  be-  themselves  at  once  with  the  high  church 
grinning  to  settle,  to  remain  for  som«  and  corporation  religion  of  the  town, 
time  unattached  to  any  particular  sect  and  have  generally  been  the  most  sue- 
or  party,  and  to  observe  m  silence  how  cessful.  They  embarked  at  once  with 
the  wind  may  blow,  and  how  others  got  the  strong  party  in  the  days  of  profli- 
on  before  them.  In  the  interim  they  gate  corporation  expenditure  and  rule, 
are  not  idle ;  they  are  active  in  extena-  and  have  kept  steady  and  true  to  their 
ing  their  acquaintances,  and  by  pliancy  party  and  interest.  These  were  gene- 
of  character  fitting  themselves  for  what-  rally  by  birth  or  relationship  connected 
ever  may  turn  up,  or  for  any  vacancy  in  from  the  beginning  with  it,  and  instinc- 
this  or  that  congregation.  Whatever  tively  saw  their  interest  in  sticking  to 
people  may  say  of  the  usual  want  of  re-  it ;  but  things  are  wonderfully  chang- 
ligion  in  medical  men,  here  they  are  re-  ing  at  present.  The  public  are  begin- 
markably  edifying.  Some  of  them  ning  to  care  very  little  or  nothing  about 
preach,  pray,  and  assist  as  regular  stew-  them ;  they  neither  accelerate  nor  retard 
ards  of  the  vineyard,  by  word  and  ex-  one's  getting  into  practice,  and  are  be- 
am pie.  Some  read  the  service  of  their  ginning  to  nave  no  other  result  than 
church  in  the  streets  on  Sunday,  as  they  bad  feelings,  mutual  jealousy,  and  dis- 
pass  along  in  their  carriages  or  g^gs,  trust 
intimating  thereby  that  they  have  not  Lircrpool,  August  0, 1884. 
time  for  attendance  at  their  church  or 

chapel ;    others    are    very  conspicuous  ' 
leaders  of  class  meetings ;  and  many  of 

them  pray  with  their  patients  as  regUr  NITRATE  OF  SILVER  IN  FIS- 

larly   as    they  vbit    them,    and    hold  SURED  NIPPLES. 

prayer  meetings  at  their  own  houses  for  

them  and  others.    In  fact,  few  towns  ___            ^t«^j.»^ 

present  such  an  instructive  and  edifying  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

example  as  Liverpool.    Here  all  sects  q 

have  their  favourite  physician  and  sur-  ^      , '*^»     ,        -                  „ 

Seon ;  church  and  chapel  differ  little  in  In  the  number  of  your  excellent  peno- 

lis  respect      Here  every  thing  con-  dical  for  14lh  November,  1820,  I  Yery 

nected  with  religion  or  morals,  bible  bnefly  caUed  the  attention  of  thejprofes- 

and  missionary  meetings,  temperance  «on  to  the  efficacy  of  the  argenti  nitras 

and  providence  societies,  tract  and  reU-  ««  *nh»tance  in  the  treatment  of  fissured 

gions  associations,  readily  meet  the  sup-  nipples.    I  have  since  had  ftirtber  expe- 

port  and  countenance  of  medical  men ;  nence  of  its  value  m  healing  those  very 

and  as  the  labourer  is  worthy  of  his  hire,  troublesome  ulceraUons  of  the  nipple ; 

they  have  their  reward    in   increased  and  I  am  happy  to  see  that,  in  your 

pracUce  and  connexion,  or  occasionally  number  for  the  9th  of  the  present  month, 

m  a  happy  and  lucrative  matrimonial  I>r-  Hannay,  of  Andersou's  University, 

hit     It  IS  no  uncommon  thing  to  see  Glasgow,  also  bears  testimony  to    its 

medical  men  here  pass  through  all  sects  merits.     It  is,  indeed,  a  safe,  speed\, 

before  they  get  one  that  answeis.    Some  and  most  efficacious  remedy ;  and  though 


they  finally  setUed  down  into  their  pre-  so  intense  as  that  caused  by  the  suckmg 

sent  character  of  high  church  folk ;  and  of  the  child,— I  am,  sir, 

I   am  satisfied  would  as  easily  revert  Your  obedient  senrant, 

again  to  the  point  whence  they  sUrted,  Edmund  Bowdbn, 

had  they  an  interest  in  doing  so.    The  Memb«r  of  the  RoyU  College  of  Sor- 

^     i        .          *     v     I.   j;Jru«:«^^*  geons,  London  I  •nd  Surffeon  to  the 

great  advantage  to  be  had  m  being  oc-  cheUea,  Brompton,  and  Beigrave 

casionally  a  member  of  different  sects,  Diapcneaiy. 

is  that  acquaintances  are  made  in  each,  i3A,81oane*8treet,  Aug.  11, 1884. 

and  retained  by  a  little  tact  and  hospi-  

tality,  no  matter  into  whatever  religious 
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ANALYSES  AND  NOTTCESor  BOOKS.  infiT  the  strikine  excellenee  and  beanti. 

ful  execution  of  plates  5,  6,  and  13.     In 

the  two  former  we  have  the  principal 

•«  L'Autear  se  tne  k  aUoonr  ce  que  lelecteur  se  plexuscs  of  the  trunk  pourtraved  ;  and 

t«ek.b,*ger£-b'Au.-B«T.  V^   ^^    ^^^^   ^^    ^^^^    nerrc    and 

branches  of  the  fiflh.     If  a  sif^t  of 

A  Demonstration  of  the  Nerves  of  the  these  do  not  justify  our  hi^est  commen- 

Human  Body,    By  Joseph   Swan,  dation,  and  satisfy  even  the  most  fasti- 

4to.     1894-  dious  anatomist  and  dilletante,  we  are 

A  MORE  admirable  work  than  this,  we  much  mistaken  in  our  estimate  of  picto. 

have  not  for  a  long  time  seen.    It  is  at  rial  talent,  and  grraphic  reprcsenUtion. 

once  a  most  acceptable  boon  to  practical  ,„    ^       .    ,       ,"77"    .    . 

anatomisto,  and  an  exquisite  specimen  The  Surg^al  and  Dticnptive  Anatomy 

of  the  arts.    The  great  work,  or  oput  of  the  Bonet^  Liyaments,  and  Joints, 

majus,  as  it  may  now  be  called,  of  Ikfr.  By  W.  H.  Thomas,  M.R.C.S. 

Swan,  on   the  Nerves,  is  of  European  We  are  much  pleased  with  the  manner 

oelebrity.    It  is,  however,  from  its  large  in  which  Mr.  Thomas  has  executed  his 

size  and  necessarily  expensive  nature,  task.     He  has  treated  in  a  ver;^  inte- 

not  cidculated  to  be  in  every  body's  resting  way  a  subject  which,  in  the 

hands :  its  circulation  can  only  be  li-  hands  of  most  of  his  predecessors,  has 

mited,  and  perhaps  on  the  whole  is  more  been  but  a  dry  business.     By  in  trod  uc- 

conducive  to  the  fame  than  the  profit  of  ing  a  moderate  portion  of  phystologic«l 

the  author.     But  the  compact  edition  comment,  and  calling  the  attention  of 

of  that  work  which  is  now  offered  to  his  readers  to  the  diseases  and  treatment 

the  public  will,  we  think,  be  found  to  of  the  parts  of  which  he  gives  a  de- 

gratify  the  wishes  of  all  parties.    In  its  scription,  he  continues  to  enliven  his 

size  it  is  a  moderate  quarto :  it  contains  little  work  very  meritoriously ;  and  we 

every  thinsf  that  can  be  desired  in  a  incline  to  think  that  it  will  in  conse- 

work  for  immediate  reference  on  the  quence  be  a  favourite  with  students, 

nervous  system ;  and,  with  all,  its  amaz-  The  brevity  which  the  author  consults, 

ing  cheapness  must  be  a  recommenda-  evidently  with  a  view  to  condensation, 

tion  for  it  of  no  inconsiderable  weight,  and    perhaps    at    the    same    time    to 

Twenty-five  splendid  nlates,  engraved  lighten    the    style,  sometimes  betrays 

in  the  highest  style  ot  art,  and  accom-  Inm  into    inaccuracies   of    expression, 

Itanied  by  an  abundance  of  explanatory  which  he    would    do    well  to    amend 

etter-press— all  for  the  moderate  price  in  revising  his  volume.    For  example, 

of  a  guinea  and  a  half— form  an  attrac-  he  defines    fracture    as    *'  the  separa* 
tion,  so  far  as  we  can  judge,  not  easily  •  tion  of  one  part  of  a  bone  from   ano- 

to  be  resisted.  ther,    resulting    either    from    external 

We  sincerely  trust  that  the  author's  violence    or    undue  muscular  action.*' 

laudable  design  in  bringing  out  this  It  can  scarcely  be  necessary  to  remind 

^ition  will  he  accomplished.     He  ap-  him  that  this  confounds  fracture  with  a 

prehended— it  seems  he  was  threatened  ipimn<lof  the  bone.     Chaussier*s  excel- 

with—piracy,  in  case  he  did  not  en-  lent  definition  of  the  term  is  a  model  of 

deavour  to  comply  with    the  general  perspicuity :   accordinflc  to  him,  as  we 

wish,  to  possess  his  delineations  of  the  recollect,  fracture  is  ''^the  rupture  of  a 

nerves  in  a  more  popular  form :  so  that,  bone  caused  by  a  blow,  fall,  effort,  or 

in  order  to  counteract  any  knavish  in-  violence  of  any  kind,  which  overcomes 

vasion  of  his  property,  which  might  at  the  flexibility  proper  to  the  organ."   The 

the  same  time  probably  injure  his  repu-  opening  chapter,  which  seems  to  have 

tation,  he  determined  at  a  considerable  orig^nauly  formed  the  substance  of  an 

sacrifice  to  undertake  the  present  edi-  introductory  lecture,  contains  a  variety  of 

tion,  availing  himself  of  the  assistance  valuable  practical  remarks.  We  wish  Mr. 

of  the  same  eminent  artists  who  execut-  Thomas  nad  given  us  an  index,  or  com- 

ed  for  him  his  lars^r  work.  plete  list  of  the  parts  which  he  describes : 

It  would  be  idle  and  superfluous  to  it  would  be  an  adiunct  of  no  small  im« 

call  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  any  portance  to  a  work  of  this  sort,  abound- 

particular  plate,  or  plates,  in  the  volume ;  \ng  with  technical  terms.     But,  on  the 

every  professional  man  will,  we  have  no  whole,   we  cannot  hesitate  to  recom- 

doubt,  soon  see  the  work,  and  judge  for  mend   the  work,  as  likely  to  be  a  very 

himself.  We  cannot,however,  help  notic  useful  manual  for  medical  students. 
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MEDICAL  GAZETTE.  *'!*^  quackery  flourishes  mostamong  the 

higher  classes  of  society ;  and  thb  to  a 

Saturday,  Aupust  16, 1834.  certain  extent  is  true ;  but  then  it  re- 

suits  mainly  from  the  influence  which 

^  'I.^^SL?""!**"'.'  ""*.  'V'™  "!?'•  dignitatem  opulence  and  fashion  exert  in  this  coun- 

Arltt  Medtea  taerl;   potestas  modo  renlendi  in  '^               l*      j    i 

publicum  tit,  dicendi  pericoium  dob  recuso.*'  try ;  combined,  however,  with  the  facty 

^____               Cic«»o.  that  the  ignorance  on  subjects  connected 

with  medical  science  is  quite  as  great 
HYGEISTS  AND  OTHER  QUACKS,  wnong  the  higher  as  among  the  lower 
The  pill  which  the  "  Hygeists"  have  grades  of  life.  If,  however,  we  look  to 
recently  been  made  to  swallow  at  York,  men  wliose  minds  are  even  moderately 
has  proved  very  bitter  to  them.  One  of  enlightened,  very  few,  indeed,  among 
the  worthy  agents  in  this  system  of  im-  them  will  be  found  the  dupes  of  quack- 
posture  has  been  sentenced  to  six  ery,  St.  John  Long  numbered  many 
months'  imprisonment  for  manslaughter,  noble  and  aristocratic  personages  among 
and  the  consequence  is,  that  the  whole  the  simpletons  from  whose  flesh  he  ex- 
firm  of  pill-rollers  is  in  alarm  at  the  tracted  mercury  (see  Lord  Ipgestrie's  let- 
probable  eflfects  of  this  ^*  untoward "  ter),  and  from  whose  purses  he  extracted 
event.  '*  The  fears  and  apprehensions  of  gold ;  but  except  one  superannuated  and 
many  persons  (they  inform  us)  are  so  un-  imbecile  physician,  we  are  not  aware  that 
accountably  excited  and  worked  upon  by  any  persons  of  scientific  education  were 
such  an  occurrence  as  the  present,  that  to  be  found  among  them.  Still  the 
many  of  them  would  not  take  another  number  of  persons  in  these  kingdoms 
dose  of  Morison's  pills,  though  they  who  are  the  dupes,  and  who  even  fall 
have  before  reaped  the  greatest  benefit  victims  to  the  pernicious  arts  of  empi- 
from  them."  rics,    is  unquestionably    very   large — 

We  are  heartily  glad  to  hear  that  larger,  as  it  appears  to  us,  than  it  would 

ao  rational  an  eflTect  has  been  produced  be,  if  the  members  of  our  profession  were 

by  the   late    example   of   manslaugh-  sufliciently  active  in  exposing  the  im- 

ter,  produced  by  this  ''  universal"  nos-  postors,    and  supporting   at   once  the 

trum ;  and  we  refer  again  to  the  sub-  welfare  of  the  community  and  their  own 

ject,  because  we  have  reason  to  believe  particular  luterests.     In  an  attempt  to 

that  some  benefit  has  accrued  from  our  do  tliis,  in  the  present  instance,  they  will 

former  notice  of  it,  the  effect  produced  be  greatly  assisted  by  the  illiterate,  but 

by  which  we  are  anxious  to  confirm  and  not     unam using,     manifestos      which 

extend.     Indeed,    we  think    that  me-  emanate  from  the  ^'  British  College  of 

dical  men  are  too  remiss  on  such  mat-  Health,"  and  which,  we  presume,  pro- 

ters — too  delicate  in   expressing  their  ceed  from   the  pen  of  the  great  "  Hy- 

•pinion   to    their  patients.      "  ^S'l  po-  geist"  himself.     We  ought,  perhaps,  ia 

fmlus  vuli  deeipiy  decipiatur"  is  their  limine,  to  explain  what  this  college  is — 

maxim,  and  under  its  influence  the  nui-  or  rather  to  state  that  it  is  not,  as  many 

aance  is  permitted  to  flourish.    Mankind  have  supposed  it  to  be,  the  same  as  the 

in  general  have  certainly  a  strong  dis-  Collegium    Wakleyanum,    or    London 

position  to   be   credulous   on  subjects  College  of  Medicine ;  but  though,  like 

"which   they  do  not  comprehend ;  and  this,  it  is  a  private  piece  of  humbug,  yet 

their  gullibility  is  nearly  in  proportion  it  diflers  in  that  it  is  a.  much  more  impor- 

to  their  ignorance.     But  the  more  they  tant  and   successful  speculation.     The 

are  enlightened,    the  less  prone  they  '*  British  College"  is  a  building  in  the 

are  to  become  the  objects  of  this,  or  of  New  Road,  not  far  from  the  Loudon  Uni- 

plher  kinds  of  imposition.     It  is  said  versity;  and  as  this  became  an  l^»ivfr<i>y 

3^.— XIV.  3  A 


733  HYGEISTS  AND  OTHER  QUACKS. 

by  the  assumption  of  the  desigfnation,  so  son's  UniTersal  Medicine,  of  the 
that  became  a  College  by  havin|^  the  Collej^e  of  Health.  But,  mark  ye!  not 
word  painted  in  large  letters  upon  the  left  to  tiieir  m«iicin^  only,  as  be  shouU 
,,  Jr  ,.  t.  ^.-tiV  iL.,  have  been ;  his  friends  and  relations  be- 
wail. From  thismanufactory  of"  Health"  cominff  impatient,  a  doctor  was  called 

emanate  hundreds  of  thousands  of  pills  in,  who  acuninistered  some  drugs  and 

and  pamphlets,  which  are  swallowed  and  stimulants ;  after  which  the  patient  soon 

read,  all  over  the  kingdom,  with  asto-  *"„,;,,      -    ,          -j     ..       -             ,  - 

...          ...^           J  -J    J           .J  "The  first  consideration  is,   in  this 

nishmg  avidity ;  and,  indeed,  consider-  ^^^  ^jj^y,^,  ^^       jj^^^  jj^  f^^  ^^ 

ing  that  the  pills  are  actively  purgative,  effects  of  Morison^s  pills,   or  from  the 

the  simultaneous  issue  of  the  pamphlets  drugs  administered  by  the  doctor.     He 

is,  perhaps,  nut  without  its  use.     But  might  have  appeared  very  ill -naturally 

Ji       /            s.      '  t^^x.              ^  J  to  be  supposed,  under  such  a  manernant 

as  these  documento  might  be  suspected,  disease,'ind  the  operation  of  the  medi- 

if  put  forth  in  the  name  of  the  party  cine;  but  it  is  well  known  to  all  by. 

deriving  direct  emolument  from  the  sale,  geists,  that  patients  soon  rally  from  soch 

io  the  ingenious  device  is  adopted  of  a  state,  if  let  alone,  and  nothing  done  to 

.,        .,              ««     ^    c  ^^^ «  interrupt  the  operation  of  nature;  and 

giving  them  the  appearance  of  emanat.  ^j  stimulants,^  opiates,  chemical  and 

\n^  from  an  association  or  society  of  mineral  preparations,  are  well  known  to 

learned  persons ;  and  as  the  "  magic  of  hygeists  to  nave  that  effect,  namely,  to 

a  name"  is  well  known,  so  they  rejoice  cneck  nature  in  her  salutary  crisis.     If 

in  the  imposing  appellation  of  ^y^m<*.'  this  doctor  found  the  patient  so  ill,  why 

_,     _      ^      ,      r*^     -   , .              ,    ,  did  he  not  leave  him  alone,  and  decline 

The  last  production  of  this  grave  body,  prescribing  for  him  at  all  ?  for,  left  a^ 

—the  more  interesting  to  the  imagina-  the  case  now  is,  Omniscience  alone  cai» 

tion,  because  it  is  invisible  and  secret  as  discover  the  true  cause  of  deatfa^not  m- 

the  wondere  which  it  works— relates  to  -^"(f'i^ff  C"'^l  T"'     j      .•      •     i.       • 

.             c  ^%.       r  ^       ^             ^tri  l^he  second  consideration  is,  the  evi- 

thccaseof  the  unfortunate  man  at  York,  dence  of  the  doctor;  who.  from  the  ana- 

who    lost    his    life   from    the    use    of  lization,  declared  the  pills  a  composition 

Morison's  pills.    It  is  an  excellent  spe-  of  various  ingredients,  of  which  gam- 

cimen  of  the  kind  of  language  adopted,  ^«^  '^  o^^.    Experience  and  practice 

,                                1   ^  ^i.      1        r  *re    supenor  to  theory,  or  individual 

and  may  serve  as  a  clue  to  the  class  of  opinion     Now  experi/uce  and  practice 

persons  whom  the  parties  have  the  cun-  have  shewn,    that  those  persons  who 

ning  to  entrap.    That  it  should  contain  make  nse  of  Morison's  pills  in  largest 

impudent  boasting  and  gross  misstate-  ^^«">  ,^^^  5*f,  ^^9^^  persevered  wUk, 

*       -..  *^  u^  ^•-.^-♦^,1     iv..*  ^^  ^ "^"^^  invariably  reaped  most  benefit. — 

nients,  was  to  be  expected :  but  we  eon-  ^oes  thU  loo/like  deleterious  ana  poi- 

fess  we  were  astonished  to  find  it  so  sonous? 

rich  in  all  the  attributes  of  absurdity  "  Divinity,  politics,  and  medicine,  are 

and  bathos  as  it  has  proved, — ^being,  as  it  ^®  natural  sciences  which  most  occupy 

is,  sans  truth,  sans  talent,  sans  giam-  >na°^i»d;  In  religion,  have  we  not  had 

'                            .V.           X.   .  the  great  reform  from  the  Chureh  of 

mar-sans  every  thing.     It  is  amus-  r^„*^  j^^  ^^  y^^  L„^l,^^^  ^,,5^,,  ,,^ 

ing,  however,  and  we  shall  insert  a  por-  branched  into  innumerable  sects  ?    In 

tion  of  it,^as  it  may  serve,  at  some  politics,  how  various  the  opinions   of 

future  period,  to  show  the  curious  in  m*nJ^>nd  ?    In  medicine  alone,  or  the 

,      *        *v     *  1    •       w  u         1  treatment  of  one's  own  body,  a  mon- 

such  matters  the  style  in  which  quackery  strous monopoly,  or  despotismfi  erected, 

was  wont  to   address  her  Toianes   in  which  depnves  every  one  of  the  liberty 

the  enlightened  sera  of  the  nineteenth  of  treating  their  own  bodies  as  they 

century.  choose,  or  to  advise  their  friends  how  to 

do  so.     We  come  into  this  world  slaves 

"  People  of  Englano,  ^®  ^®  doctors,  and  we  cannot  die  with- 
out them,  but  by  subjecting  our  friends 

"  An  extraordinary  case  has  taken  and  advisers    to  a    criminal   proaeco- 

place  at  York.    A  young  man,  ill  of  tion.  *  *  « 

malignant    small -pox,    has    died— a/-  **  T^e  Hygeists  have  offeredio  take  any 

though  he  had  been  treated  by  Mori-  large  quantity  of  thepilU  be/ore  the  courts 
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of  justictj    to  convince  the  toorld  of  that  somebody  skilled  in  trials  of  this 

thetr  innocence.    Will  the  doctors  sub  gort  may  be  selected,  to  see  that  the 

mit  to  the  same  ordeal,  by  Uking  their  *.  universal  pills"  are  fairly  swallowed, 

deleterious  dru&fs  in  the  same  proper-  .      ^  ^     ^      v     /.i  -i       ■ 

tion  ?     Here  we  are  at  issue.     It  is  a  *>««"1  »"*''  ^^^^^  5  P^^P*'  J"*^gr«»  ^' 

feeliogr  natural  to  all  mankind,  to  re-  ing    at    the    same    time  appointed,  to 

commend  toothers  what  they  have  de-  decide  when  the  Hygeist  becomes  un- 

rived    benefit    from    themselves:    this  ^y^  ^  ^  ^^,^„  4,,^„      ^^ 

feehnir  is  the  foundation  of  the  Bntish  ^     ..  .    t .    i  -  .  >r      i 

College  of  Health.     Are  the  laws  of  ^^^^^^  ^  throw  out  this  hint  for  the 

the  country  to  annihilate  this  beneficial  consideration  of  Mr.  Wakley;  he  pinned 

propensity  of  the  human  mind  ?  *  ♦  ♦  Chabert,tbe  fire-ealerandpojson-drinker, 

•^  People  of  England  !-tlie  Hygeian  ^  his  promise,  and  sealed  the  fate  of 

agent  at  York  has  been  found  guilty  ^v  .  •         «  i  j     -n 

oT  accelemting  the  death  of  his  patient,  *»'  "npoator,  who,  poor  devil!  never 

and  sentenced   to    six  months'  impri-  ^<^  ^  roasted  before,  even  in  bis  own 

sonment!  *  *  *  oven.  Let  our  worthy  contemporary  now 

"  But  the  Hygeists    are  ^bound  to  insist  on  cramming  two  or  three  dozen 

Srr  ,ouS"iS'U?diS*;iSS  -f  Monson..  paUdowoUje «;  HygeutV 

did  not  take  doses    sufficicBtly  large  o^"   t*»«>*t,  and  he  wiU  immortalize 

and  energetic  to  meet  the  urgency  of  himself,  and  purge  the  land  of  a  gfreater 

the  case,    and    cany  downwards    the  evil  to  regular  practitioners  than  idl  the 

small.pox  inflMmation;   and    that    if  .«  hole  and  comer"  abuses,  whether  real 
Monson  s  puis  do  not  cure,  no  other  , .  «     i      •       i 

medidne  on  earth  will ;    and  infalli-  <>'  imaginaiy,  which    he   has  been  so 

bilky  only  belongs  to  One-^to  God  !  *  *  active  in  denouncing.    The  project  is 

**   From  the  extensive   consumption  quito  worthy  of  his    peculiar   taleuts ; 

of  Morison's  pilb,  an  easy  calculation  ^^j  jf  j^^  ^^  t;,^lf  y^^^y^   the 

may  be  made  that  a  million  of  persons,  .         ...      ^ .    ,    ;  , . 

at  least,  make  use  of  them  annually  i  »«firge«tion  will  not  be  lost  upon  him. 

and  this  they  may  find  corroborated  by        Let  us  observe  one  other  point  in 

inquiring  at  the  Stamp-office,  Somerset-  the  *'  Hygeists' "  address.    They  refer 

^"'^i.      IT       •        u  **ii  *®  ^^  stamp-office,  and  the  reference  is 

g;i^^^  ^w^^f  «>/?^«:««.  ♦k^-  «*:^..  ,v»Z  l>"t  too    well   founded.      The   sale   of 
iven  proof  of  curing  toose  given  over  ... 

y  the  doctors;  but  failure  always  at-  stamps    for    patent    medicines    is  im- 

tends  doctors  being  called  in  after  H^-  mense ;   and,  however  discreditable  to 

fi:«w^,  and  in  such  cases  blame  is  laid  the  legislature,  we  fear  it  is  too  profit. 

to  the  latter.  ^^le  to  be  readily  abandoned.   And  this 

"  *'**ito^ji\MW4"***^^  l^a<>8  "■  to  remark  on  another  circum- 
stance connected  with  the  impositions 

There  is  one  very  important  passage  of  quackSf—namely,  the  unwillingness 
in  this  precious  farrago ;  namely,  that  of  the  conductors  of  newspapers  to  ex- 
wherein  the  ^  Hygeists  '*  ofier  to  swal-  pose  them.  In  order  to  try  diem  in  this 
low  '*  any  quantity*'  yf  pills.  This  re-  respect,  we  lately  sent  to  the  principal 
minds  us  of  a  singular  ordeal  practised  papers  a  short  account  of  the  compo- 
among  the  Siamese.  In  order  to  disco*  sition  of  Morison's  pills,  and  some 
ver  the  justice  of  a  cause,  civil  or  crimi>  illustrations  of  their  bad  effects,  espe- 
nal,  they  use  certain  consecrated  purga-  cially  at  this  season.  The  Times  and 
tive  pills,  which  the  contending  parties  Albion  were  the  only  journals  which 
are  made  to  swallow;  he  who  retains  grave  insertion  to  the  article;  and 
them  longest  gains  the  cause*.  We  the  reason  of  this  is  obvious.  The 
recommend  that  the  above  offer  be  ac*  proprietors  derive  so  much  profit  from 
cepted,  with  some  modification,  and  the  advertisements  of  quacks,  that  they 
fear  to  do  any  thing  which  may  offend 

♦  rut  D'lsracii's  Carioeitiei  of  Literstura.  them.    Hcnce  the  instances  of  "  won- 
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ilerful  cures,"  which  we  so  frequently  dehateable  point,  which  is  realljr  of  mi. 

see,  and  which  are  regularly  manufac-  nor  importance ;  it  unfortunately  leaves 

tured  for  the  purpose,  like  any  other  the  profession,  with  respect  to  inquests, 

imaginative  writing.     Hence,  too,  the  still  in    that  oppressed  and  degprading 

difficulty  of  getting  insertion  for  any  state  which  cannot  he  too  much  de. 

counter-statement,  though,  God  knows,  precated. 

our  journalists    are   ready  enough    to  ""^ 

insert  any  thing  which  tells  against  the         PARLIAMENTARY  MEDICAL 

regular  faculty.  COMMITTEE. 

The  indirect  protection  afforded  to  em-  Mr.  Warburton,  on  Wednesday  night, 

piricism  by   the  government,  and   the  is  ^^^  ^  have  presented  the  Report 

4.     r  *u     J  •!       -^«-    ««»»^:.ii»^  of  the  Select  Committee  to  the  House 

support  of  the  daily  press,  especially  ^^  Commons.     We  think  there  most  be 

in  the  provincial  towns,  are  two  of  the  ^^^  misteke  here :  it  is  impossible  that 

great  means  which  prevent  the  growing  a  report  could  be  already  drawn  op, 

knowledge    of   the  present    age    from  unless   it  was  done  be/ore  all  the  eri- 

overcoming,  so  quickly  as  it  would  other-  ^^ce^^  ^^^rd;  for  witnesses   weie 

",'/_;._  ^  examined   even   up  to  a  late   hour  on 

wise  do,  the  baneful  influence  of  un-  Wednesday. 

principled  pretenders  on  the  credulity  of  

mankind.  EXPENSE    OF   THE  LECTURERS' 

MEMORIAL. 

CORONERS*  COURTS.  We   understand   that  the  expense  in- 

^        ^  ^  ,  T>.ii      r     1 .  1  curred  by  the  metropolitan  teachers,  in 

The  County  Coroners'  Bill,  of  which  opposing  the  giant  of  a  charter  to  the 

we  gave  some  account  last  week,  has  London   University,  with  the  exclusive 

been  thrown  out.     The  objection  of  the  privilege  of  conferring  degrees,  araounu 

T^«^-  ♦^    «.«!,:««  4ir^  »/.*^»z.*v  r>^tt^  to  the  enormous  sum  of  440/.  lot   6d.i 

ijords  to    makinfif  the  coroner  s  court,  *     *u        t*  •*  i      j  *i-    i. 

.         ^  'As  the  solicitor  employed  was  the  bro- 

under  all  circumstances,  an  open  one,  ^y^^j,  ^f  m^.  Lawrence  (one  of  the  sub- 

has  been  fatal  to  the  measure.     It  must  committee  appointed    to    conduct  the 

be  granted,  that  there  is  much  to  be  business),  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  he 

said   on  both  sides.     The  publicity  so  ^'^  ''\  ^«   ^^^^^  S"^  unnece«Miry  ex- 

1  1    1  /•     1      1  ^  pense :  but  we  confess  we  think,  as  the 

strongly  contended  for  by  the  Commons,  S^ount  so  very  much  exceeds  what  had 

might  on  many  occasions  prove  only  an  been  anticipated,  it  is  no  more  than  due 

impediment  to  the  ends  of  justice,  and  to  all  concerned  that  this  should  be  made 

often  highly  injurious  to  public  morals.  *ppa'*'it. 

Matters  have  frequently  to  be  investi-  ~~ 

gated  at  coroners'  inquests,  which  com-  clinical  observations 

™on  decency  would  requins  to  be  exa-      PARTICULAR    KIND    OF   FIBRO- 

rnuied  into  with  closed  doors.    On  the  CELLULAR  ENCYSTED 

other  hand,  the  allowance  of  so  much  TUMORS 

discretion  to  the  sort  of  persons  who  «      «  ^ 

„  .1       X  ^1         ...  By    Baron   Dcputtrbn. 

usually  preside  at  those  investigations,  ,„„  .^^  ..  ^.„.  o,^.  »  p„bii.h,<i  p,ri«it. 

might    be    of    very    questionable    pro-  cally,  under  the  Baron's  ioHpectlon. 

priety.     The   judges    in   the   superior  Thb  remarks  whi'^we  have  to  make 

courts  are  perhaps  not  improperly  vested  to-day  shall  be  devoted  to    the  subject 

with   such   a  power ;    but    we   cannot  °^  ^^^^   fibrocellular  encysted    tumors. 

.«*;«Ar  ,..,«.«i.r«.  *u^*  \.^\.^^,r  ««j    ;„  ^  vaguely  treated  of  by  authors,   and 

satisfy  ourselves  that  bnbery  and   in-  whicrhavc  been  improperly  attributed  to 

terested  motives  might  not  operate  dan-  certain  affections  of  the  nerves.     Every 

gerously   on   persons   like  our  present  occidental  membranous  production,  in  tlie 

race  of  co™„e«.    We  regime   however.  *S^„l\„rdUiropi3lrlhf  iStT^lo^'^f 

that  the  Bill  has  been  rejected  on  this  the  body    by    some    morbific  action,    is 
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* 

called  a  eyu.    There  are  two  grand  divi-  tliey  are  cured  by  extirpation  alone.    Dis- 

sions  of  cysts ;   one  including  all  those  section  displays  a  white  tubercle,  enve- 

which  become  organized  around  a  liouid  loped  in  a  fibrous  membrane,  commonly 

or  solid  foreign  body ;  the  other,  sucn  as  attached  to  the  skin,  liberally  surrounded 

are  formed  spontaneously,  and  previously  by  cellular  tissue,  which  is  observed  to  be 

to  the  substance  contained  within  them.  connected  with  nervous  filaments,  of  which 

Among  the  substances  which  may  form  it  is  the  tenni nation  and  development, 

the  nuclei  of  the    first  sort  of  cysts  are  Most  of  those  on  which  I  operated  were  in 

effused    blood,    grains    of   shot,    bullets,  the  legs;  one  only  w&s  in  the  arm." 
urinary  calculi,  foetuses  developed  in  the         Cheselden,  in  his  Anatomy,  after  de- 

fallopian  tubes  or  ovaries,  and  hydatids,  scribing  the  structure  of  the  skin,  adds, 

In  the  second  sort,  which  exist  before  the  that  he  had  twice  seen  beneath  the  cuta- 

matter    contained   in    them,   we    reckon  neous  integument  of   the  tibia  a  small 

serous  c^sts,  synovial,  meliceric,  steato-  tumor  about    the  size  of   a  pea,  exces- 

tuatous,  atheromatous,  fatty,  mucous,  gela-  sively  sensible  and  hard :  from  the  pain 

tiniform,    and    a   small    nydatid  tumor,  in  both  instances  it  was  supposed  to  be  of 

described   by    ourselves,   and   which   has  a  cancerous  nature ;  but  it  was  cured  by 

hitherto  been  observed  almost  solely  at  extirpation. 

the  articulation  of  the  wrist,  on  the  pal-         Camper  follows  Cheselden  in  describing 

mar  side;  sometimes,  though  very  rarely,  this  malady,  in  his  Anatomico-Patholo- 

in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  articulation  gical   Demonstrations,    book  the  first: — 

of  the  instep ;  but  always  in  connexion  *'  It  is  not  unusual,"  says  he,  <*  to  notice 

with  synovial  membranes  or  tendons.  in   the  cutaneous  nerves  hard  little  tu. 

There  is  a  third  class  in  which  are  bercles,  which  are  true  ganglia,  though 
ranged  fibrous  productions,  characterized  they  do  not  exceed  a  pea  in  size:  day  and 
by  a  dense,  whitish,  and  rather  tough  night  they  occasion  lancinating  acute 
tissue, — most  frequently  exhibiting  a  li-  pain,  and  they  must  be  removed  with  the 
near  structure,  and  many  of  which  are  scalpel.  I  have  fre(|uently  met  with  them 
composed  of  membranous  pouches  of  the  in  the  human  subject :  they  are  white 
fibrous  or  fibro-ccllular  accidental  kind,  internally,  elastic,  as  hard  as  cartilage. 
It  it  with  this  class  that  the  little  encysted  and  seated  in  the  tunic  of  the  nerves." 
tumors  which  we  are  about  to  describe  Chaussier,  in  his  Synoptical  Table  of 
appear  to  have  the  greatest  relationship.  Neuralgia,  thus  speaks  ol  them  : — **  Ner- 
They  cannot  be  confounded  with  either  vous  tubercles  or  ganglia  are  seldom 
of  tiie  preceding  classes,  in  their  nature,  larger  than  a  bean,  often  smaller;  oblong, 
shape,  seat,  or  results ;  for  they  are  fibro-  flatted,  hard,  cartilaginous,  whitish,  some- 
cellular,  nearly  round  in  their  form,  sel-  times  brownish  on  their  surface,  and 
dom  larger  than  a  pea,  situated  for  the  within.  Enveloped  in  a  fibrous  mem- 
most  part  beneath  the  skin,  along  the  brane,  moveable  in  tlic  cellular  tissue, 
limbs,  and  terminating  in  a  cancerous  they  seem  to  be  attached  merely  by  nervous 
softening.  At  first  sight  it  would  not  filaments.  The  pain  which  accompanies 
seem  very  obvious  to  consider  this  little  them  is  shar]),  more  or  less  permanent, 
tumor,  which  the  eye  can  scarcely  distin-  and  renewed  at  intervals  by  pressing  on 
guish,  as  the  cause  of  violent  pain,  and  the  tumor,  by  moving  the 'part  in  any 
as  the  origin  of  one  of  the  most  grievous  manner,  and  often  without  any  apparent 
afllictions  of  the  body— cancer;  yet  obser-  cause.  They  are  seen  most  frequently  in 
▼ation  warrantB  us  in  forming  that  opi-  the  leg,  but  are  observed  sometimes  in*  the 
nion ;  and  such  is  the  conclusion  at  which  back.  They  are  found  in  the  substance  of 
we  have  deliberately  arrived.  the  skin,  or  in  the  cellular  tissue,  in  the  track 

Several  authors  have  described  pretty  of  a  nerve.  The  pains  to  which  they  give 
accurately  the  nature  of  these  tumors,  rise  radiate  from  the  tumor  as  a  centre, 
but  they  have  supposed  them  to  be  found  and  extend  to  a  greater  or  less  distance, 
in  the  tissue  of  the  nerves,  or  in  the  according  to  the  distribution  and  con- 
course of  those  organs  more  particularly,  nexlon  of  the  affected  nerve.  Excision  is 
Thus,  Antoine  Petit,  in  his  essay  on  Pain,  the  only  remedy."  Finally,  in  a  Dis- 
after  stating  that  the  ramifying  extre-  sertation  on  local  affections,  defended, 
mities  of  the  nerves  are  more  sensible  than  in  1822,  before  the  faculty  of  Paris,  the 
their  trunks,  says, — "  The  nervous  gan-  author  says,  in  speaking  of  these  little 
glia  are  very  little  understood :  we  see  them  tumors,  wnich  he  calls,  as  the  English  do, 
in  the  shape  of  small  bodies  about  the  subcutaneous  painful  tubercles, — **  They 
size  of  a  bean,  very  hard,  moveable,  are  developed  beneath  the  skin;  they  are 
colourless,— making  their  appearance  iu  ordinarily  surrounded  by  cellular  tissue, 
places  which  have  been  injured,  and  often  and  not  adherent,  except  by  nervous  fila- 
without  any  apparent  cause;  giving  rise  ments.  In  other  instances,  they  are  si- 
to  cruel  pain  on  the  slightest  touch,  or  tuuted  in  the  body  of  a  nerve,  the  filaments 
XV hen  smartly  moved,  or  as  time  may  afl'eet  of  whieb  are  distended  and  spread  round, 
them      No  applivalion  relieves  thcui,  uud  them." 
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Thus  we  find  all  these  authors  spealk-  to  be  rheumatic,  by  others  to  be  owing  to 

ing  of  the  nerrous  nature  of  these  tumors,  sub-orfoital  neuralgia.    Leeches,  bleedings, 

without  founding  their  assertion  on  any  resieatories,  and  Meglin's  pills,  had  b«n 

positive  fact.     Some  of  them,  no  doubt,  tried  without  benefit    One  of  her  mediad 

say  they  have  remarked  on  the  surface  advisers  had  been  so  confident  that  the  sob. 

one  or  two  nervous  filaments  after  ex-  orbital  nerve  was  affected,  that  be  dirided 

tirpation ;  but  they  g^ve  no  anatomical  it  at  its  egress ;  but  this,  instead  of  doinf 

proofs.  any  Kood,  only  aggravated  the  pain,  whi^ 

By  this  rapid  glance  at  what  has  been  had  Deen  insupportable  when  we  saw  the 

said  on  the  subject  hitherto,  you  see  that  patient  for  the  first  time.     Tracing  Uic 

the  history  of  fibrous  encysted  tumors  is  seat  of  the  pain  with  the  fingers,  we  felt  a 

far  from  being  complete.    But  repeated  small  hard  tumor,  moveable  beneath  the 

and  numerous  observations  have  convinced  skin,  which  was  not  altered  in  colour, 

roe  that  they  have  nothing  whatever  to  do  Pressure  on  it  excited  the  severest  pain. 

with  the  nerves.    I  have  dissected  several  I  extirpated  the  tumor,  and  the  moment  I 

of  Uiem  with    the  greatest  care  in  the  did  so  the  patient  was  relieved.     She  baa 

dead  bodv ;  and,  the  better  to  assure  my-  remained  quite  well  ever  since, 

self  of  their  nature,  I  have  sometimes.  It  is  evident  that  had  the  tumor  in  thia 

in  removing  them  from    hardy  persons,  case  been  connected  with  any  nervous  fila> 

taken  along  with  them  a  sufficiently  large  ment  belonging  to  that  branch  of  the  fiAii 

quantity  of  cellular  tissue,  and  I  have  pair  which  had  been  cut,  the  division  of 

never  found   the    smallest    nervous  fila-  the  nerve  would  have  removed  the  pain  at 

ment    adhering  to  their  surface.    Their  once ;  whereas  it  only  continued  the  more 

structure    is    evidently    fibro-ceUular,    a  obstinately,  and  was  relieved  solely  by  the 

little  albuminous,  and  in  time  they  be>  removal  of  the  tumor, 

come  scirrhous.  The  description  given  in  books  of  the 

Nor  are  these  tumors,  as  authors  have  first  stage  of  cancer,  or  scirrhus,  exactly 
said,  confined  to  the  limbs ;  I  have  seen  suits  the  circumstances  of  the  tumors  in 
them  in  the  breast.  They  have  the  form  question.  M.  Cruveilhier,  in  his  Patlio. 
of  grains  of  wheat,  coffee,  or  peas,  and  logical  Anatomy,  says,  in  treating  of  scir- 
are  sometimes  oblong ;  they  are  also  lenti-  rhns,  that  it  is  formed  of  fibrous  or  oellalar 
cular,  flatted,  and  never  larger  than  a  tissue,  penetrated  with  albumen.  These 
bean;  smooth  on  their  exterior,  opaque,  tumors,  moreover,  become  softened;  like 
and  hard.  If  suffered  to  fall  from  a  scirrhus,  too,  they  are  painful  in  the  great- 
certain  height  on  an  even  and  resisting  est  number  of  cases,  while  they  remain  in- 
surface,  they  rebound  as  an  elastic  body,  dolent  in  others. 
Their   structure   is   homogeneous, '«of  a 

cloudy  white  colour,  without  any  vestige  Case  II. — A  woman,  about  70  years  of 
of  cavities  or  cells;  their  consistence  is  age,  had  a  small  tubercle  of  the  shape  and 
fibrous,  fibro-cartilaginous,  or  cartilagi-  size  of  a  flatted  pea,  superficially  situated 
nous  simply.  If  the  nail  be  pressed  into  beneath  the  skin,  a  little  above  the  inner 
their  substance,  a  slight  crackling  is  heard:  front  of  the  right  knee.  Itwascircum- 
their  envelope  is  opaque,  dense,  and  fibro-  scribed  and  very  moveable ;  and  the  skin 
cellular,  forming  a  true  cyst,  which  op-  above  it  was  in  nowise  altered.  The  pa^ 
poses  their  further  growth,  giving  rise,  as  it  tient  said  that  the  pains  caused  by  the 
would  seem,  to  the  sharp  pain  felt  by  the  part  were  excessive,  and  made  her  life  bar- 
sufferers,  densome   to  her.     Eighteen   yean   had 

These  tumors  have  never  been  found  elapsed  since  she  first  noticed  the  presence 

affected  with  inflammation,  nor  even  with  of  the  little  tumor;  and  its  volume  hsMl 

redness.    The  cellular  tissue  surrounding  not  in  all  that  time  been  increased.  It  was 

them    presents   no   unusual  appearance,  only  during  the  last  eighteen  montltt  that 

The  skin  about  them  is  in  general  sound,  she  suffered  from  it     The  part  was  ie> 

without  any  attachment  in  the  greater  moved,  and  the  pains  ceased  immediately, 

number  of  cases,  and  preserving  its  co-  Had  this  tamor  been  formed  in   the 

lour:  it  is,  however,  occasionally  altered  track  of  a  nerve,  or  in  its  substance,  wonld 

in  texture,  violet,  and  strongly  adherent  it  have  remained  insensible  for  nearly  seyen- 

to  their  surface,  so  as  to  render  them  im-  teen  years  ?   The  case  is  well  suited  to  show 

moveable.    No  nervous  filament  can  be  the  correctness  of  our  opinion  on  the  suIk 

found  in  their  substance,  any  more  than  ject ;  but  there  are  others  equally  con- 

on  their  exterior :  they  are,  in  fact,  quite  elusive, 
independent  of  the  nerves.    Here  is  an 

illustrative  case.  Case  III. — A  woman,  affed  59,  bad  a 

small  tumor  situated  imme£ately  beneath 

Case  I. — A  woman  came  to  show  her-  the  integuments  of  the  anterior  of  the  fore- 

■elf  to  me,  complaining  of  dreadful  pains  arm,  just  in  front  of  the  radius,  and  shout 

in  the  cheek,  which  had  distresstd  her  for  three  inches  above  the  wrist    This  tumor, 

several  years;  they  were  supposed  by  some  which    was    moderately  moveable,    nsA 
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about  the  size  of  a  large  pea,  felt  conside.  ooune  of  a  few  days  cured  of  the  tubercle 

rabljr  bard  to  the  touch,  and  exceedingly  and  the  neuralgia. 

sensible.    The  patient,  however,  only  suf-  In  general  the  occasional  causes  of  these 

fered  when  pressure  was  made  on  the  part  $  tumors  are  very  obscure,  and  most  fte- 

and  when  that  pressure  happened  to  be  qaently  their  origin  cannot  be  discovered, 

made,  the  pain  spread  Arom  the  part  to-  Fibrous  encysted  tumors  usuallv  grow  in 

wards  the  trunk,  not  towards  the  fingers,  the    extremities,   and   especially  in    the 

It  grew  laiiger  insensibly  during   seven  lower  ones.    They  have  also  been  noticed 

yean,  and  then  was  stationaiy  for  a  year,  in  the  back,  the  scrotum,  the  face,  and  the 

Extirpation  was  practised  on  it,  by  divid-  breast    Seldom  are  they  found  otherwise 

ing  the  skin  over  its  centre ;  ana  it  pre-  than  solitary ;  wheii  several  exist  together, 

sented  all  the  characters  of  an  encysted  they  are  perfectly  distinct  from  one  ano- 

tnmor.  ther.     Pain  is  most  usually  felt  in  the  af- 

The  slow  and  chronic  progress  of  these  fected  part  long  before  any  enlargement  or 

bodies  is  explained  by  their  firmness,  and  tumor  is  observed.     Preiently  the  least 

the  nature  of  their  envelope;  and  their  rubbing  ftom  the  clothes,  or  the  slightest 

tendency  to  ramoiluaement,  after  a  longer  or  pressure  on  the  skin,  gives  rise  to  darting 

shorter  period,  affords  a  new  proof  of  their  pains.    At  the  end  of  a  period,  which  is 

scirrhous  nature.   On  their  undergoing  the  generally  very  long,  they  are  detected  be- 

Erocess  of  degeneration,  even  should  they  neath  the  integuments,  which  they  some- 

B  removed,  the  disorder  spreads  to  the  times  elevate,  and  then  thev  are  readily 

neighbouring    lymphatic   glands.      I  re-  perceived.      Most    frequently    they    are 

moved   one,   which    had   been    already  moveable,  hard,  and  the  least  pressure  on 

softened,  from  the  upper  part  of  the  arm.  them  is  insupportable.    The  skin  preserves 

In  the  course  of  some  time  the  glands  in  its  natural  colour  in  the  greatest  number 

the  axilla  enlarged,  and  the  complaint  was  of  cases.    The  pains  return  at  irregular 

renewed.  intervals  in  most  instances,  and  are  warp 

The  age  and  sex  of  the  patient  seem  to  and  darting,  as  in  cancer.    Those  occa. 

have  an  influence  on  the  development  of  sioned  by  pressure  are  like  the  effects  of 

these  tumors.    Women  are  more  subject  an  electric  shock ;  they  often  radiate  from 

to  them  than  men;  and  they  are  most  fre.  the  tumor,  but  this  is  when  they  are  situ- 

quently  met  with  in  persons  of  from  five-  ated  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  considera- 

and-thirty  to  sixty  years  of  age.     Their  ble  nervous  trunk,  and  act  mechanically, 

existence  is  most  commonly  attributed  to  At  other  times  the  anguish  is  continual, 

blows,  or  falls,  received  on  the  parts  af-  and  allows  the  patient  little  rest ;  and 

fected.    In  some  instances  they  seem  td  from  want  of  sleep  the  general  health  suf-< 

have  been  produced  by  punctures.  fers.    When  the  pains  affect  the  lower 

Cask  IV.-A  shoemaker  pricked  his  ««>'>».  they  hinder  and  positively  prevent 

«n^*  «.i*K  ks-  2^1    ^^ZlJ^iiTSv:^  iu.  locomotion.      Some  imtable  individuals 

VriJ^^i^Ll^'    ^       /*^!iS*f  during  the  paroxysms  are  affected  with  re- 

a  sbarp  pain  in  the  part,  and  noticed  the  ,^i„-^„,.fi^„^i,w,.«..     T«Tn«  .«^ti««iif<wi 

growth  Uiere  of  a  smaU  tumor.     In  the  ^^^  convulsive  spasms.    I  was  consulted 

X.»,— ^«'-™             V       y    J                J  on  one  occasion  by  a  young  woman  who 

^n^^L^JZ  ^'^"  ^"^  Suffered  more  and  ^^^  f^,  ^ ,        ^„ J  ^  (^^^^     ^bout  the 

S?JS  ?r,!i^T^*'™';-  ^T^""  """^  *^*  «i2c  of  a  pea.'^on  tbe  upper  and  back  part 

?!L!?„IU  n«  ;*    A^  "!}'?!!«''"  7***  '"f  of  herthigh.    She  suffeVS  dreadfullv(Aor- 

jetdt^T^^ttv?^^^^^^^^^  ;:^'^d'^"th:'i^^^^^^^ 

"IJr^'mTo^cLfon^thr  tumors  have  J^^^^LTers^  ^ev'^^^^^^ 

been  observed  to  arise  under  the  influence  I«»  "«"«">«•  ««»«»  Aey  remain  indolent, 

of  rheumatic  affection,  and  to  disappe^  and  are  even  unaffected  l>yp««ure,dunng 

TrnTSJ^rS!^^'!:!!\jf''''^^  "  "^"'"^  DiV,in««.-When  fibro-cellular  encysted 

from  the  prmcipal  malady.  tumorVare  so  small  as  to  be  inviiible, 

Casb  y.~ a  medical  student  slept  in  a  the  pains  to  which  thev  give  rise  have  often 

bed  which  was  laid  in  4  damp  alcove.  In  a  been  confounded  with  those  from  rheu- 

short  time  after,  he  suffered  from  an  attack  matic   or  neuialgic   affections ;   and   on 

of  inflammation  in  the  joints  of  his  great  the  latter  supposition  patients  have  been 

toe;  and  presently  there  grew  beneath  the  tortured    in   vain    with    leechM,    flying 

•kin  whicn  covers  the  internal  saphena  and  vesicatories,  and  even  more  violent  re- 

the  nerve,  a  hard  tumor,  about  the  size  of  medics.     The  two  women  whose  cases 

a  grain  of  wheat,  which,  whenever  it  was  I  shall  presently  notice,  suffered  leech- 

touched,  caused  a  pain  like  that  of  an  ings  ana   blisterings  along   their  limbs, 

electric  shock.     The  pupil  having  pro-  alUiough  the  tumors  were  very  perceptible 

cued  a  better  sleeping  place,  was  in  tbe  both  to  sight  and  touch. 
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In  neuralgic  cases,  the  pnins  are  sharp,  adhering  to  the  akin,  which  has  beooaw 

and  extend  all  along^  the  nerres  affected;  violet-coloured,  and  it  begins   to  softei, 

they  return  generally  at  stated  and  regular  we  cannot  expect  a  happy  issue :  for  tbe 

periods— hourly,  daily,    or  weekly — and  malady  has  a  tendency,  as  we  have  said, 

pressure  has  no  effect  in  producing  them,  under  these  circumstances,  to  propagate  it. 

but  the  pains  from  fibro- cellular  encysted  self  to  the  lymphatic  glands  in  the  nd. 

tumors  ao  not  recur  at  regular  intervals :  nity,  and  the  patients  soon  present  all  tbe 

they  are  sometimes  continual ;  they  do  not  symptoms  which  belong  to  the  caBceioBs 

always  extend  in  all  directions ;  pressure  uathesis. 

renders  them  intolerable ;  and  by  pressure        Treatment,  —  Caustics  hare    sometinies 

alone,   very   frequently,  the  patients  are  been  used,  with  a  view  to  destroT  these 

warned  of  their  existence.    It  is  seldom  tumors;butthey  only  favour  the  soReninry 

that  several  hours  elapse  without  a  pa*  while  Uiey  do  not  completely  remove  the 

roxysm.  disorder.    The  practice  in  some  rare  cases 

i^he  fact  of  their  being  called  ganglia  by  would  seem  to  justify  the  application  of 

some  authors,  might  occasion  their  being  narcotics,    in  treating    some  individoals 

confounded  with  those  tumors  which  grow  who  dread  the  touch  of  the  knife..    A  fe- 

in  the  sheath  of  tendons,  most  frequently  male,  sixty  years  of  age,  had  one  of  these 

at  the  wrist,  and  which  have  been  called  tubercles  in  the  hinder  and  inner  part  of 

by  the  same  name.     But  the  indolence  of  the  knee.   She  would  never  consent  to  any 

the  latter — their  situation — their  mobility  operation,  notwithstanding  the  seTerity  of 

during  the  action  of  the  muscles— their  her  suffering^.    By  the  steady  application 

immobility  beneath  the  skin — the  existence  of  narcotics  to  the  part  affected,  Uie  pains 

of  a  cavity  in  them,  lined  with  a  6ync»vial  were  assuaged,  and  they  have  not  since 

membrane,  and  filled  with  a  liquid  like  returned. 

that  which  lubricates  the  joints— all  these        The  surest  method,  however,  and  tbe 

characters  are  fully  sufficient  to  enable  us  readiest  and  the  least  painful,  is  extirpa- 

to  avoid  an  error,  which,  after  all,  would  tion.     When  these  tumors  are  veiy  small, 

perhaps  be  of  no  great  consequence.  a  simple  longitudinal  incision,  made  along 

Small  Itpomtu  have  sometimes  been  seen,  the  spot  which  they  occupy,  will  be  saffi- 

which,  after  undergoing  carcinomatous  al.  cient.    If  they  be  somewhat  more  bolky— 

teration,  give  rise  to  very  severe  pains,  the  size  of  a  laige  pea,  for  instance— « 

But  their  softness,  and  especially  the  eel-  T  shaped  incision  may  be  necessary.    In 

lular  structure  which  they  present,  con-  either  case,  we  must  seize  the  tumor,  after 

tainiug  a  yellowish  fatty  matter,  like  lard  exposing  it,  with  a  double  hook,  draw  it 

at  certain  points,  fibrous  at  others,  serve  to  the  surface,  and  then,  with  a  bistoury, 

to  afford  us  the  means  of  diagnosis.    MM.  separate  it  from  the  cellular  tissue  whiui 

Sanson  and  Begin,  in  their  last  edition  of  attaches  it  to  the  surrounding  parts.    The 

Sabatier's  M^drc'me  Opera toire,  mention  the  lips  of  the  wound  are  then  brought  toge- 

case  of  a  woman  who  was  affected  with  ther,  and  kept  in  contact  by  means  oiP  a 

such  a  lii^oma:    it  occasioned  her  such  little  sticking- plaister.    If  the  skin  abore 

pains  as  materially  injured  her  health.  the  tumor  be  bluish  and  adherent,  both 

Finally,  it  might,  perhaps,  be  more  easy  must  be  removed  together.    If  the  tumor 

to  confound  these  fibro  cellular  encysted  be  already  $oftene<^  we  must  take  care 

tubt  rcles  with  those  tumors  which  affect  the  how  we  meddle  with  it. 
nervous  tissue,  and  are  called   neuromas,        I  shall  conclude  this  lecture  by  relating 

The  latter,  however,  possess  a  cavity  filled  a  couple  of  cases  illustrative  of  the  prln- 

bv  a  substance  more  or  less  liquid ;  whilst  ciples  already  laid  down, 
the  former  hav^  neither  cavitjr  or  cells.         Case   VI.  —  Marie  Hareng,  aged  59, 

Neuromas  are  capable  of  attaining  a  con-  married,  and  occupied  with  daily  labourp 

siderable  bulk ;  fibro.cellular  encysted  tu-  came  to  the  Hotel  Dieu  on  tlie  13th  Octo- 

mors,  on  the  other  hand,  acquire  but  little  her,    1828.      She  complained  of    pains, 

volume.     Neuromas  most  usually  exist  in  which  were  sharp  and  continual,  with  ex- 

t he  great  nervous  trunks;  the  others  are  al-  acerbations  at  irregular  intervals.      Her 

most  always  subcutaneous,    and   remote  constitution  was  good,  and  she  could  only 

from  the  large  nerves :  the  former  are  com-  trace  tbe  existence  of  this  disorder  to  eigli. 

monly  numerous  in  one  place,  the  latter  teen  months  back.     Bcins:  obliged  to  ex- 

are  in  general  solitary.  pose  herself  to  much  cold  and  moisture, 

Pritgnmis. — Where  the  tumor  is  move-  she  thought  she  had  contracted  a  rheu ma- 
able,  the  skin  covering  it  natural  in  its  tism;  for  th is  supposed  mnladv  she  had  un. 
hue,  the  situation  remote  from  important  dergone  all  the  methods  of  treatment 
organs,  such  as  a  vessel  or  nerve  of  some  which  arc  usually  employed.  The  }iains 
size— wliere,  in  short,  the  tumor  is  simply  iiersistcd,  and  were  aggravated  by  the 
subcutaneous — the  prognosis  is  favourable,  least  fatigue.  They  pix'sculid  two  prin- 
If,  on    the   eontruiy,   it   be   iminoveablc,  eipal   feuturcb:  —  j/']*heir  continual  scie- 
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rtty ;  and  2.  their  repeated  attacks,  recnr-  SURGICAL  REPORTS 

ring  aboiU  four  times  in  the  four-and-  fkomthb 

twenty  hours,  and  continuing  at  each  for 

from  a  few  minutes  to  an  hour.    These  LONDON    DISPENSARY. 

crises  might  be  brought  on  by  pressure  on  n     n    n    d                 i? 

the  parts,  or  by  a  blow  on  a  tumor  which  ^^  *•  *'  Robinson,  fcsQ. 

was  situated  on  the  ri^ht  inner  and  upper  .                Surgeon  to  that  InatHutloD* 

part  of  the  thigh.   They  consisted  in  oart-  ___ 

ing  and  numbing  pains,  directed  from  the 

upper  part  of  the  thigh  towards  the  knee.  Tub  cases  which  I  am  about  to  describe, 

So  severe   were  they,    that  the  woman  I  have  divided  into  three  classes. 

could  not  answer  when  spoken  to;  she  was  The  first  includes  affections  of  the  ver- 

agitated,  she   uttered  cries,  and  f^aid  she  tebra,   in  which  the  disease  has  been  ar- 

felt  the  parts  torn  from  her  where  the  rested,  or  death  has  ensued  before  the 

pains  were  situated.    On  examining  the  formation  of  lumbar  abscess. 

patient,  I  presently  discovered  Jtbat  there  The  second  includes  cases  where  disease 

was  no  rheumatism  in  the  case^  but  that  of  the  spine  was  met  with,  in  combina- 

there  was  present  a  fibrous  subcutaneous  tion  with  lumbar  abscess. 

body.     I  removed'it  on  the  20th  of  Octo-  The  third  contains  two  cases  of  lumbar 

ber,  by  making  a  T  incision  over  it,  when  abscess,  in  one  of  which  it  is  clear  that  dis- 

the  tubercle  was  found  embedded  in  fat:  ease  of  the  vertebras  did,  and  in  the  other  it 

it  was  white,  and  readily  removed  with  a  is  probable  that  it  did  not, exist. 

bistoury.    The  pains  immediately  ceased, 

and  the  wound  was  dressed  with  a  little  ^^^e  \,-^Diieate  of  the  Lumbar  Vertebra  ar^ 

sticking-plaister.   The  patient  left  the  hos-  ^^^  ^y  ^««^''  «"<*  PoMion. 

pital  on  the  8th  of  November,  radically  John   Farmer,  ast.  16^,  admitted  28th 

cured.  November;  a  strumous  boy,    subject  to 

Case  VII. — An  old  soldier,  otherwise  in  cough;  family  consumptive;  pain  in  the 
excellent  health,  came  to  consult  me,  in  back  upwards  of  six  years,  increased  on 
February  last,  about  a  small  tumor  which  turning  and  upon  pressure  on  the  loins; 
he  had  on  the  outer  and  upper  part  of  the  has  overstrained  himself  two  or  three 
right  leg,  just  over  the  articulation  of  the  times  recently,  after  which  he  has  always 
tibia  with  the  fibula.  He  could  not  recoU  been  worse.  Has  been  bled  and  cupped 
lect  tl)e  origin  of  the  tumor;  it  was  only  with  relief.  His  occupation  compels  him 
of  a  few  months' standing ;  but  the  pains  to  stoop  much.  More  pain  in  the  loins 
were  of  the  most  acute  character:  they  lately;  increased  on  turning,  sitting  up. 
darted  from  the  tumor  towards  the  right,  or  lying  on  his  back;  most  easy 
neighbouring  parts.  Having  no  doubt  when  reclining  on  one  side.  On  tracing 
about  the  nature  of  tlie  case,  I  removed  the  spine,  the  spinous  process  of  the  first 
the  morbid  part  by  excision.  The  pains  lumbar  vertebra  is  much  more  depressed 
ceased,  and  great  was  the  astonishment  than  the  others,  and  very  tender  to  the 
of  the  soldier  when  he  saw  what  a  little  touch.  A  sponge  dipped  in  hot  water  pro- 
substance  had  proved  such  an  enemy  to  his  duces  pain  here,  which  it  does  not  else- 
peace.  where.    The  posterior  part  of  the  body  of 

Case  VIII. — Madame  P ,  the  wife  this  vertebra  appears  to  have  been  de- 

of  a  wine-merchant,  suffered  excruciating  stroyed,  and  carious.    He  frequently  trips 

pains  in  her  right  leg  for  about  three  years,  in  walking.     No  palsy,  wasting,  or  numb- 

They  came  on  three  or  four  times  a-day,  ness  of  the  legs. 

and  at  last  every  recurrence  of  them  was  Fiat  fontana  singulis  lumbis.  P.  P.  gr. 

attended  with  syncope.      Much  medical  xy.  a.a.    Horizontal  position, 

advke  was  foUowed,  and  all  imaginable  December   10. -Sloughs  separated  on 

method*  of  treatmen    were  employed  m  ^y^^  ^^^      Can  move  better;  freer  fixim 

vain.    I  was  at  length  consulted;  when  •                                           ' 

I  found  on  the  middle  and  anterior  nor-  t  *           a^^  i.      o         i               •      • 

A  ttiuiiu  w«  tux,  uituut.^  atiu  uiiiciivE  |#w»  January  28ih.— Scarcely  any  pain  since 

tion  of  the  leg,  on  the  very  shin-bone,  a  .j^    issue  was  imnlanted     tan  walk  with 

small  fibrous  tumor,  of  about  the  bulk  of  ,    ^"®  ^^  implanted ,  can  waiK  wiin- 

o«u«»<  uwiuua  luiu^ui,  V.  C.W  uw  V  j^uutiw  tfi  ^^j  pain,  and  docs  so  more  steadily.  Pres- 

^"o  T"^^  ""La  t"""/'  1?  jr .fT «K  ^''°  «""^  «"  the  diseased  vertebra  scarcely  felt. 

It  and  pressed  It  out.    It  was  of  a  fibrous  unless  very   firm.      The  issue  was^ery 

structure  and  enveloped  m  a  fibro-cellular  j^,.^,  ^^ J  i^fl^^^d,  from  the  ccrtd  wea 

cvst.    The  pains  vanished  on  the  momeiU.  iu ,,.   k.w  i,«<,  iww.«.««  «««„  i«.  ^..,,ui.^ 

An  crysipcla.  occurred  about  the  little  "'"'  ''"' ''"»  !«;«'«'«  «">  by  poultice. 

wound,  but  yielded  to  a  few  laxatives.  *^*^P-  "•  *  •  P*  '•  "• 

The  lady  was  quite  well  in  ten  days,  and  March  23d.— Pain  entirely  gone;  prcs- 

has  never  had  the  least  recurrence  of  the  sure  produces  no   uneasiness;    can  turn 

disorder  since.  without  inconvcnicMue  in   any  position  ; 

— ^  has  been  able  to  .«>it  up  the  whole  day  for 
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some  time;  came  to  the  Diipensarj  to-  she  has  latterly  entirelj  lost  the  p<ywer  of 

day ;  he  looks  pale,  but  feels  ouite  well ;  her  lower  extremities,  she  is  gging  ioto  a 

d(«es  not  trip;  walks  firmly;  the  depres-  hospitaL 

sion  of  course  remains.  Discharged  cured.  _                   ,^  .    . 

REMAaK8.-«Thi8  is  a  much  worse  case 

RBMAaK8.-In  this  case  the  disease  had  t*^  ^^  prece^ng,  in  that  the  disease 

rather  an  uncommon  seat,  as  it  appears  to  appears  to  ha?e  been  confined  to  a  part  of 

have  affected  the  spinous  and  transverse  one  vertebm;  m  this,  several  have  been 

processes,  and  the  bony  ring  surrounding  unpUcated;consequentiy,considerableciir. 

the  meduUa  spinalis,  inst^  of  the  body  J*'"'®'  ^^  J^^rS?*"'-.  *?**  ^!^*   ^ 

of  the  bone-tbe  part  most  commonly  at-  ^f^  produced.    The  father  of  thu  girl 

tacked.    Counter  irritation  and  position  ^^^S  "»«  subject  of  postenor  canratUR, 

were  very  effectual  in  arresting  the  morbid  "hews  a  peculiarity  of  constituUon  which 

action  going  on  at  the  time  they  were  com.  ^f  J^  considered  hereditary ;   without 

menced.    The  influence  of  cold  in  aug-  which,  perhaps,  she  might  altogether  have 

menting  the  pain  of  an  ulcer,  was  also  eTOPed  this  termble  malady, 

here  conspicuous;  an  influence  always  un-  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  lateral 

pleasant,  and  sometimes  serious.  curvature  had  existed  long  before  any  spi- 

nal  disease  was  detected.     I  think  it  also 

Case  II.-- 2)iseaM  rf  the  VtriOm  mraUd  by  more  than  probable  that  the  disease  pro- 

pMition  and  luue-^Retum  sub§§fuently^  ductive  of  posterior  curvature  was  in  ex- 

Strununu  Ophthalmia,  istence  Umg  before  its  being  accidentaJlv 

Anne  Shepperd,  ©t  12,  admitted  May  discover^,  as  the  prominence  in  the  back 

8th.      A  heafthy-looking  giri,   naturally  ^*^  ^^  ^^^  symptom  which  induced  the 

weak  in  her  le^s,  and  very  liable  to  trip,  P*^^^  ^^  "PP^^  '^^  ^^/'^    ^^^  *?«di- 

(her  father  is  the  subject  of  posterior  cur!  o".«    commencenaent   of   diseases  of   the 

▼ature  of  the   spine).      Felldown    and  "?»»«»  *"J  the  total  absence  of  pain,  often 

bruised  her  back   last  September,    after  Prevent  them  from  being  known  until  they 

which  a  considerable  curve  was  observed  have  gone  too  far  to  be  remedied.   I  lately 

in  the  back,  but  no  notice  was  taken  of  it  ^i*"*^  a  case  of  considerable  postenor 

till  lately.   She  complains  of  pain  in  both  fu^v^ture  in  the  upper  part  of  the  spine, 

thighs,  more  especially   the   right,   and  i°  *  W  .^j»o  bad  been  lying  on  his  back 

some  weakness  in  walking.    On  ezamina-  f""^  «^penod  of  eight  months,  for  scrofu. 

tion,  the  spinous  processes  of  the  eighth  1<»"?  J*»«^  ?^i^«  ^«^   knea-iomt ;    for 

and  ninth  doreal  vertebr©  are  very  much  ^'IT  '  .i°*  l***  been  extensively  used, 

more  prominent  than  the  others;  there  is  .,_  ^.'^5»  therefore,  to  add  my  testimony  to 

also  a  lateral  curvature,  and  compression  ^**  °^  ^^«"  showing  the  good  effects  of 

of  the  ribs  laterally.    On  pressure  of  the  »  T*™  spopge,  not  only  m  detecting  spi- 

spine,  pain  is  felt  every  where  but  in  the  ?*^  disease  m  the  eariy  stages,  when  few, 

cervicafreglon ;  the  gr^test pain,  however,  ^J  *"?.•  "*^?^  symptoms  would  lead  to  lU 

is  in  the  course  of  the  lumbar  vertebne  detection,  but  also  m  determming  lU  ex- 

especially  the  projecting  ones.    A  warm  ^^^  *°^  situation, 

sponge  produces  the  same  effect  _         ttt      n-       j  c  •         ^  r             .     . 

^nSL  1  h    J?  ,  !  S'nTn*  Q  ^  ?""?•  S^oncB^Tubercieiofthe  Liver,  Lm.gs.iic. 

Soda9  Sub.  gr.  X.;  Qum.  Sulph,  gr.i.  ,        ,.   *>     .          ^    «.,        ,    ,      f  ^, 

terdie.    Rest-                         i-  » 6     •  Joseph  Davies,  »t  2J,    admitted  22d 

i^r^^oA     ir.«;  J*  .:../ui  »!.«  1...  1.    *v  November.    A  strumous  child ;  has  never 

yJ\^Zm^7^nV^r.TJ^J^^^  "^^^^^i   "n^'^U  "n«^  fi^«  Months  old, 

bed;  stdl  pun  upon  pressing  the  spine.  ^^^y,  eoigb,  dyspnoea,  and  gradual  emaci- 

Fiat  fontaaa  sing.  Lnmbis.  ation :  latterly  the  emaciation  has  become 
July  19th.  —  Issues  have  dischaiged  extreme.  Look  exsanguine;  head  laige; 
freely ;  no  pain  on  pressing  the  spine,  ex-  abdomen  tumid ;  a  slight  curvature  of  the 
cept  for  two  inches  below  the  projecting  spine  posteriorly,  in  the  situation  of  the 
spinous  processes.  Slight  strumous  oph-  tenth  and  eleventh  dorsal  vertebne.  The 
tbalmia  of  right  eye,  with  pustule  at  the  lower  limbs  completely  shrivelled  and  pa- 
edge  of  the  cornea.  ralvtic. 

Lotio  frigida.    Rep.  Med.  November  25th.-The  cough  and  dysp- 

noM  increased,  and  it  died  yesterday. 

August  12th.— Conjunctiritis  and  pus-  Dimction.^fio  fat ;   lungs   completely 

tule  soon  subdued.    Fain  entirely  gone  studded  with  miliaiy  tubereles  through, 

from  the  back ;  stronger,  can  stand  with-  out ;  a  few  small  vomicae  in  differentparts; 

out  feeling  weak,  and  walk  without  trip-  heart  healthy.    A  few  similar  hard  tuber- 

ping.     Issues  withdrawn.  cles,  with  two  or  three  vomica;  containing 

January  5th,   1834.— Has  been  pretty  a  green  muccbilious-looking  substance,  in 

well  unUl  the  last  few  weeks,  when  she  the  right  and  left  lobes  of  the  liver,  which, 

again  began  to  trip  in  walking ;  and  as  examined  through  a  magnifier,  appeared 
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vellowy  gelatinous,  and  distinctly  vesicn-  inferior  parts  of  the  left   humerus  and 

lar.    Mescoteric  glands  and  other  abdomi.  right  femur    were  much   swollen.     The 

nal  viscera  healthy.  The  spinous  processes  posterior  part  of  the  head  of  the  left  tibia, 

of  the  two  last  dorsal  rertebrse  curved;  and  a  portion  of  the  fibula,    were  also 

the  body  of  the  eleventh  dorsal  softened,  swelled,  and  very  painful  on  pressure ; 

much  compressed  in  the  centre,  but  not  but  there  was  no  discoloration  or  redness 

scabrous.    The  vertebne  above  and  below,  of  the  skin  in  these  situations.    The  uvula 

though  approaching  this  state,  were  con-  and  soft  palate  are  absent,  and  her  voice 

siderably  firmer;  the  bodies  of  these  ver-  is  much  afiected  by  it.    The  skin  is  cold : 

tebne  very  rascular.    On  making  a  sec  her  pulse  is  very  feeble,  72;  respiration 

lion  of  the  curved  portion  of  the  spine,  natural ;    tongue    clean ;    bowels    open ; 

the  intervertebral  cartilages  were  found  appetite  not  very  good;   urine  high  co- 

Selatinous,    and  exceedingly  soft.     Me-  loured,  with  furfuraceous  deposits.    The 

uUa  spinalis  very  soft ;  its  membranes  catamenia  have  been  absent  during  the  pe- 

very  vascular  and  somewhat  thick ;  a  con-  riod  of  her  illness,  twenty- two  months;  and 

siderable  Quantity  of  serous  fluid  in  the  at  the  time  they  should  appear  she  snfiers 

theca  vertebralis.  greatly  from  severe  pains  in  the  back  and 

loins,  which  she  compares  to  the  pangs  of 

Remarki.— In  this  case  there  appears  labour..    She  says  that  at  nine  years  of 

to  have  been  increased  vascularitv  of  the  age  she  had  scarlet  fever,  which  raged  with 

substance  of  the  bone,  with  decided  soften-  great  mortality  in  the  village  in  which 

ing  and  deficiency  of  ossific  matter;  so  she  lived;    and  from   ulceration  of  her 

that  it  partook  somewhat  of  the  character  throat,  which  accompanied  it,  she  lost  her 

of  mollities  ossium.      The  inflammation  uvula  and  soft  palate.    Since  that  time 

had  extended  to  the  spine,  and  produced  she  has  enjoyed  very  good  health,  until 

softening  of  it ;  eflfusion  into,  and  thicken-  twenty-two  months  ago,   when,  after  a 

ing  of,  the  theca  vertebralis.    It  was  de-  hard   dav's  washing,    she  was   suddenly 

cidedly  a  scrofulous  disease,  which  the  pre-  seized,  whilst  suckUng  her  infant  of  two 

sence  of  tubercles  in  the  lungs  and  liver  months*  old,  with  severe  pains  about  the 

tends  to  confirm.  left  elbow,  increased  by  heat,  and  accom- 

The  appearance  of  the  tubercle  under  panied  by  thirst,  resUessness,  heat  of  skin, 

the  ma^ifying  glass,  seems  to  corroborate  and  general  fever.    She  was  confined  to 

the  vesicular  origin  of  this  substance.  bed  for  some  weeks,  and  was  told  her  com. 

[To  be  continued.]  plaint  was  rheumatism.  About  two  months 

after  this  period  the  pain  removed  to  the 

— — shoulder  of  the  left  side,  and  thence  to  the 

joints  of  the  lower  extremities.   The  pains 

WESTMINSTER  HOSPITAL.  of  the  joints  gradually  diminished,  and 

the  periosteum  of  the  bones  of  the  left 

arm,  leg,  and  right  thigh,  became  very 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  painful    and    tender    on    pressure,    and 

shortly  after  much  swelled.    Her  health 

Sir,  declined  so  much  from  continued  sufler. 

Should  you  .  deem  the  following  cases,  ing  ever  since  that  attack,  that  she  came 

out  of  the  many  interesting  ones  which  4o   London    from  Hertfordshire   to  seek 

it  has  lately  fallen  to  my  lot  to  witness  relief. 

under  the  physicians  of  this  institution.  Balneum  tepidum  quotidie. 

worthy  the  pages  of  your  valuable  journal,  R  Dect  Cinchonse,  jviij. 

an  early  insertion  would  oblige  Amm.  Carb.  Jiss,  Cap.  Jss.  ter  die. 

Yours  obediently.  Meat  diet. 

Jesse  Leach,  j^^^  6th.— She  complains  that  tlie  mix- 

w   .   .    .     rr     u  ,                   AttUtant.  ^^^  produces  spasms  of  the  fauces,  and 

places  of  the  bones  are  less  painful. 

A  Cam  of  PeriMtitit  frvm  Rheumalitnu  Omit  Mist. 

Elizabeth  Long,  ast  32,  married,  and  Be  Quin.  Sulph.  gr.  ij. ;  Ferri  Sulphat. 

mother  of  five   children,   was  admitted  ^^'  ih  »    ^^^^'  ^P"'  ^'  "'    ^*P- 

into   Queen's  Ward,    under  the  care  of  ter  die. 

Dr.  Roe,  on  the  4th  of  June,  1834.    Hec  14th.— The  tumors  are  less  painful,  but 

complexion  was  dark,  her  general  appear,  she  still  suffers  from  her  joints.    She  has 

ance   unhealthy,    and    her   frame    ema-  pains  in  the  head  and  loins,  without  heat 

ciated.     She  complained  of  great  tender,  of  skin  or  fever.    This  being  the  period 

ness  and  swelling  of  several  of  her  bones,  when  the  menses  ought    to    appear,  six 

with  severe  pain  at  night,   which  pre-  leeches  were  applied  to  the  pubes,  and  she 

rented  her  from  sleep.    The  outer  and  w«s  placed  in  a  hip-bath,  which  removed 
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the  pain  in  ber  back  and  loins,  but  no  R  H^d.  Potasse,  3ss. ;    PuIt.  Iodine, 

menstrual    discharge    followed.      As  she  gr.  j.;  Aquas  Dist  3^iij.    CapL  5J. 

suffered  much  from  weakness,  she  was  ter  die. 

_     .    -,    ,         .     ^        ^  ,      ^.     ,  Tlie  eyes  were  covered  with  a  single 

Fern  Carbonatis,  3ss. ;  Pulv.  Cmchon.  fold    of  linen,   welted  conUnually  with 

grs.  XX.  ter  die.  warm  water, 

Pulv.  Rhei,  c.  Sodae  Carbon,  alvo  ad-  June  14lh.— The  eyes  are  less  inflamed, 

stricto.     Bath  to  be  continued.  ^[th  a  great  diminution  of  the  dingincas 

From  this  period  she  progressively  im-  ^^  '*»®  »"*•  Vision,  which  was  before  very 
proved  in  flesh,  strength,  and  appearance,  imperfect,  considerably  improved;  cmp- 
The  pains  in  the  joints  became  gradually  }^^^  ^^^  inflamed,  and  diminution  of  itch- 
less,  together  with  the  swelling ;  and  she  ^^S'    Perstet. 

left  the  hospital  on  the  29th  of  July,  in  16th.— The   state   of   the  eyes  better; 

good  health,  being  freed  from  every  vestige  eruption   vanishing,  but  more    constitu- 

of  periosteal  enlargement.  tional  disturbance.     Tcmgue  and  fauces 

morbidly  red ;  no  pain  or  tenderness  over 

Eciema  liubrumf  with  Irilii.  the  abdomen. 

Mary  May,  »t.  26,  unmarried,  was  ad-  17th.— Was  seized  with  a  shivering  this 

mitted  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Roe,  June  morning ;    uiuch  agitation,  preceded   by 

12,  1834,  in  a  state  of  great  debility.  Pa»n  m  the  head,  and  bilious  vomiting ; 

Her  face  was  swollen,  and  covered  with  tenderness  over  the  region  of  the  stomach 

yellow    incrustations,  underneath   which  »°d  bowels.    One  stool  this  morning, 

the  skin   is   inflamed,  and  discharges  a  Med.  omit.     Cataplasma  sinapis  pcdi- 

white  ichorous  matter,  which  excoriates  bus,  et  fotus  calidus  epigastrio. 

the  parts  over  which  it  passes.     Parts  of  1.      t*        1 

Ihcarms,  hands,  and  legs,  present  the  same  ,.  18th.-- Passed  a  good  night,  being  re- 
appearances. The  eruption  seems  to  begin  "c^ed  by  the  hot  fomentations.  There  is 
in  small  transparent  vesicles,  the  serum  in  *  violent  agonizing  pain,  increased  by 
which  is  at  first  clear,  then  becomes  tur-  pressure,  over  the  whole  abdomen,  and 
bid,  and  is  discharged.  She  complains  of  ™ore  particularly  in  the  epigastrium,  with 
pain,  beat,  and  itching,  in  the  affected  »  constant  bilious  vomiUng ;  the  lips  are 
parts.  The  cornese  are  surrounded  by  a  swollen,  dry,  and  cracked  at  their  angles; 
zone  of  red  vessels,  but  the  conjunctiva  is  ^^/  mouth  and  gums  painful;  the  tip  and 
white  elsewhere.  The  irides  are  of  a  ^^  «^  the  tongue  evince  much  gastric 
inuddy  colour,  very  irregular,  and  adhe-  irritation;  the  head  is  affected,  and  she  is 
rent  to  the  lens  in  some  points;  her  sight  continually  moaning  from  the  suffering 
is  much  impaired,  but  she  has  no  pain  in  f"«  i»  under.  Thiret  great,  with  a  bum- 
her  eyes.  Her  gums  are  red  and  spongy;  i"?  ^^^  s^'i"  >  V^^^  ^'^y  quick  and  feeble, 
teeth  carious ;  tongue  and  fauces  are  very  ^he  bowels  have  been  once  moved. 

red ;  breath  offensive.     Her  skin  is  cold  oi.  Ric.  Jj.  st    Hirud.  xl.  abdom. 
and  bloodless  in  appearance;    pulse  ex- 

tremcly  feeble,  70;  bowels  open;  appetite  J"°®  19th.— The  pain  and  tenderness 

very  bad.     She  complains  o{  severe  pains  ^'^  gone,  and  her  countenance  has  lust 

in   all  her  larger  joints,  and  down  the  that  anxious  appearance  observed  yester- 

tibia,  but  without  swelling;  aggravated  at  ^»y-     P"lsc  ^20.    The  eruption  and  heat 

night.     She  says  that  ten  weeks  ago  she  of  skin   much  improved;   the  cuticle  des- 

was  seized  with  pains  in  all  her  limbs,  quamating,     leaving  the  surface  under- 

particularly  the  larger  joints  of  the  extre-  neath  not  so  raw.     Tongue  moist,  with  a 

mities,  increased  by  warmth,  andttttended  diminution  of  the  redness;  bowels  tolera- 

by  copious  perspiration,  which  confined  olyopen. 

her  to  bed  three  weeks.  Rep.  01.  Ricin. 

In  about  a  month  after  she  had  a  simi-  „->.«       «        »              i_    i-      j    u       • 

lar  attack,  with  the  addition  of  pain  and  20th.- Symptoms  much  relieved;  boweU 

tenderness    in   the  course  of   the    tibial  ^"^^^  ^J^"  ^  ^y^  healthy, 

spines.     ShorUy  before  this  attack,  she  w      L5^'  T  "^'    countenance    is  now 

had  had  sores  aUit  the  organs  of  genera-  Ranched  and  exsanguineous ;  pulse  quick 

tion,  sore  throat,  and  an  eruption,  the  pre-  ^"^  "".^  ^  ,''^»»«'«J«^ff  ^»*  » ^«»^^"'  «J«ff- 

cise  character  of  which  is  not  known.  §'!^/*'7'?^'"8f  fluid.     She  was  now  or^ 

Mercury  was  administered  with  slight  re-  f^^  to  take  a  combination  of  iron  and 

lief  to  tW  pains  of  her  bones,  until  free  '^'""ff    ?  ^^^'^  that,  whilst  the  iron  im- 

sahvation  was  produced,  when  the  symp.  C^  JM/"""®  ""^  .?*'  *^''?"'*^''\'?' .?« 

toms  of  iritis  and  the  present  eruption  ma-  >?<*»>«  ™»Kht  remove  the  scrofulous  diathc- 

nifcsted  themselves.    The  catamenia  have  "'  **"**  cuticular  disease, 

been  absent  two  months.  R  lodnret.   Fcrri,  gr.  ij.;    Inf.   Armor. 

Balpeum  topiduni;  llanst.  Cathar.  st.  JJ-  fl.  huus»t.  ter  die  sumiudus. 
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Under  this  treatment  her  appetite  is  R  Acid.  Hydrocy.  ttlj. ;    Ferri  Sulph. 

now  good ;  cuticular  disease  disappeared;  gr.  j.  4tiB  horis. 

the  pulse  reduced  to  90,  quick  and  soft :  ,a«u      rr>        11            n  a         j 

her  cheeks  are  resuming    their    wonted  ,    ^^^^-P"  .?      f-  ^""-^  ^T*'"^'. 7^"' 

youthful  hue,  and  she  ha?  suffered  a  pro-  '^^  *?\«  ^«.^f^ «  ^V""  "  »"^  «?  ^^^^^^t- 

gressive  convalescence,  and  will  leave  the  P«  ^'l\  ^f"^  %^?i^^'.  ^^  "^^^^^^^^.^^ 

hosDital  in  a  few  davs  ^^    ordered,    and   the   iron    and    acid 

Dr.  Roe,  in  his  clinical  lectures  on  this  discontinued,  and  he  was  ordered  to  rub  in 

case,  obse^ed,  that  the  extreme  debility  ^*  ^eratnne  ointment  bu  die,  without  any 

of  the  patient,  the  feebleness  of  her  circu-  S^  .1!'     mu    1.      *  •      a-h  t. '  .•      j.     • 

ration,  and  almost  bloodless  whiteness  of  ui      ?'"J  ^^^^'i  "  '•*'"  ^^"l^^^^'- 

her  skin,  rendered  further  depiction  alto-  bly,  elevating  the  thoracic  wall;  the  pulse 

gether  inadmissible,  even  for  the  cure  of  "  ^pI*'^!.^^"?^"*?-    The  pressure  be- 

iriUs  ;  that  the  inflammatory  affection  of  twixt  the  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  and  eighth 

the  eyes  was  of  that  slow  and  inactive  ^^S^^^?  ST^  P^l"'u*"'*  *J  the  pressure 

kind,  ^that  the  restoration  of  her  general  ^  exercised  from  the  base  of  the  sternum 

health,  with   the  soothing  application  of  JP^ards,  the  same  degree  of  pain  is  pro - 

warm  Water,  would  have  been  sufficient  to  f."*^^'  *°^/  ^^  °^  immediate  suffocj- 

remove  it  ^"  succeeds.    He  cannot  he  at  all  on  the 

left  side.     The  pulse  is  rapid  and  jerking, 

110;  breathing  hurried  and  oppressed  fd6 

Hypertrophy  with  DUatatioti,  respirations   per  minute) ;   no  headacne, 

John   Healey,    »t   13,   admitted    into  and  but  little  fever;  passes  sleepless  nights, 

Luke's  ward,   under  Dr.  Roe,   May   the  Be  Acid.  Prussic.  DXij. ;  Vini  Colch.  ttl,x. 

7th,  1834.  Countenance  pale  and  anxious,  4tis  horis. 

and  whole  frame  emaciated  from  long  ill-  Alternating  with — 

ness.    The  heart's  action  is  very  violent,  Ferri  Sulph.  gr.  j. ;  Opii   Pulv.  gr.  i, 

and  heard  over  the  whole  anterior  and  la-  bis  die. 

**/'.'j''r5."'"  •''«  *^''"»5  the  contractions  j  ,    ggth.-The  bov'«  health  continues 

of  the  kit  ventnde  are  particalarly  loud    ._  ._£_ t.   i _.,'    "^•""'  «."""■"";» 

and  forcible,  and  may  be  disUnctly  Men  !?,'?ET"l>'J:^~ril'^*'r  r*"'!**'" 

and  counted  betwixt  the  fifth  and  KTenth  ™°',Ti  ,^liT*i?J  tT'^jT.' ^-      ft 

r™';x  trthi^S'te^'^^*!:xna!:  "c^»"-icg^»».  oXX'taVo":: 

rt'tJ^t^^/%tTi^urn.'''sr*th°e  z^7ouXei'vLr^:'^\o:t 

Hght  ventricle  may.  beSuUnctly  »en  and  Z^^IrXTon^/iJe^'n^Z^, 

TJt^i:  ,y.?3!ri2f^^ZiJ^TC^V:  »>ut  »m  prefer,  being  supported  6y  bol- 

neath  the  inferior  extremity  of  Uie  .ter-  ^^    „      ^.8  ^y,/^        ^^^  ^„j 

num.    The  contractions-  of  the  auricles  „„.,■„  „.„j„  -_,i  ._i„.i  r f;.j 

mar  be  heard  underneath  the  claWeles,  gentle  exerei<«,  and  animal  food. 

and  their  sounds  are  duller  than  natural.  Reaxarks. — It  is  extremely  probable 
The  carotids  and  labial  arteries  may  be  that  a  metastasis,  during  the  period  of  the 
seen  pulsating,  but  no  particular  noise  in  rheumatic  fever,  took  place  to  the  peri- 
their  course  is  heard,  or  pain  complained  cardium;  some  adhesions  might  form  from 
of.  Pulse  120,  moderately  full,  and  com-  effused  coagulable  lymph ;  and  that  the 
pressible ;  respiration  hurried  and  op-  walls  of  the  heart  were  thickened,  and  af- 
pressed,  but  there  is  no  evidence  of  puf-  terwards  dilated,  from  contiguous  inflam- 
monary  disease,  although  he  is  chicken-  roation.  Had  much  serous  effusion  taken 
breasted.  His  digestive  organs  are  healthy ;  place,  I  presume  there  would  have  been 
tongue  clean ;  bowels  regular ;  urine  pale,  more  irregular,  intermittent,  and  less 
ana  too  copious.  The  boy  states,  he  has  impulsive  action.  I  have  watched  this  pa- 
been  sabjected  to  much  hardship  and  close  tient  since  his  entrance  into  the  hospital, 
confinement  in  a  button-manufactory.  It  and  during  that  period  I  have  not  oh- 
appears  that  he  laboured  under  acute  served  a  single  intermission  ;  but,  as  I 
rhenmatism  of  the  shoulder  and  arms  know  from  a  post-mortem,  which  I  per- 
some  time  ago,  and  that  the  present  formed  on  a  dropsical  subject  last  Satur- 
symptoms  succeeded.  Digitalis  was  given  day,  the  heart's  action  is  not  always  so  ir- 
to  him,  in  conjunction  with  colchicum,  regular  or  feeble.  In  this  case  the  heart's 
for  five  days,  without  any  benefit  re-  action  was  very  impulsive;  pulse  full  and 
suiting,  when  he  had  an  attack  of  hos-  jerking,  even  to  the  hour  of  his  death;  and 
pital  fever.  Eight  leeches  were  ap-  yet  there  were  five  ounces  of  serum  in  the 
plied  to  the  epigastrium,  a  purge  was  pericardium,  and  the  heart  considerably 
given,  and  he  took  |gr.  Ant  Tart.  4tis  enlarged. 

Boris.  It  would  be  superfluous  to  give  other 

June  15th.— The  fever  has  entirely  dis-  detailed  histories  of  the  efficacy  of  iron. 

appeared.  Suffice  it  to  say,  from  the  extensive  use  of 
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this  drug  under  the  physicians  of  this  hos-  iron.    There  is  one  practical  fact  to  bt 

pital,  I  shoald  he  fullv  warranted  in  say-  held  in  remembrance  in  its  exhibition  in 

ing  its  use  is  applicable  whether  there  be  some  constitutions :    after  giving  it  for 

organic    or  functional  disease,  provided  some  time,  epigastric  pain  is  complained 

there  be  no  accompanying  fever  or  hard-  of,  with  nausea,  and  a  febrile  state  of  con- 

ness  of  pulse  with  tne  following  symptoms:  stitution,  and  the  stools  are  blade ;  a  few 

the  body  may  be  extremely  emaciated,  as  days  discontinuance  of  its  use  will  remedj 

in  the  case  of  Healy,  May,  and  Long;  or  all  these  symptoms,  and  it  may  then  he 

the  integuments  have  a  pufly,  flabby  feel ;  given  again.     It  is  a  matter  of  choice  in 

the  superficial  veins  have  a  leaden  slug-  what  form  or  combination  it  be  given  ^ 

gish  character,  evincing  great  inequality  existing  circumitances  must  alone  direct 

in  the  venous  and  arterial  systems ;  the  the  choice. 

coi^unctiva  has  a  pale  glistening  appear 

ance ;  the  skin  is  remarkably  smooth  and  ' 

delicate;  the  pulse  is  quick  and  soft ;   the  lutkrannv^Tvit  wvi?  TvaTr 

digestive  organs    are  more  or  less  im-  MANCHESTER  EYE  INSTI- 

paired,  and  the    patient   has    generally  TUTION. 

a   voracious   desire   for   liquids.     There  ^      ^  ^    -j    ,  i «  ,       *    tl  n^-  ^ 

is    sometimes    lethargy    and    inactivity;  C<u$rfAcetdenialCataraet^TkenHmamuMd, 

and  if  blood  be  abstracted,  there  is  a  laiger  vi<A  Paralifsu  of  the  Iris. 

proportion  of  serum,  and  a  smidl  incon*  ,- ,_^  j  t—  m^  «r 

ri.tent  crassamentum.     In  Mme  indivi-  [CoinBm.le«edbTM..WAt....] 

duals  there  is  a  tendency  to  congestion  of  """" 

the  most  predisposed  organ,  and  more  es-  John  Partington,  set.  27,  admitted  an 

pecially  of  the  bronchiae,  brain, and  liver;  out-patient  of  the  Manchester  Eye  Insti- 

and  should  the  timely  exhibition  of  iron  tution,  July  15,  1S34.    He  stated  that  he 

in  these   stages  be  neglected,  anasarca,  met  with  an  accident  about  four  months 

with  a  diminution  of  urinary  excretion,  since.    In  the  act  of  firing  a  gnu,  the  cap 

follows ;  and  in  one  instance,  as  related  in  flying  oflT,  he  was  struck  over  the  left  eye. 

the  case  of  Healy,  diere  was  extreme  emacia-  There  was  a  slight  cut  over  the  eye-brow, 

tion,  with  an  increase  of  urinary  excretion,  which  healed  in  two  or  three  days.     But 

How  far  this  may  go,  in  the  treatment  of  little  pain  followed  the  injury,  and  tlio 

the  first  stage  of  diabetes,  before  the  kid.  sight  of  this  eye  was  not  much  affected  for 

ney  becomes  a  mass  of  disease,  I  have  had  the  first  week  or  two,  but  it  has  gradoalljr 

no  experience.  failed  since.    He  can  now  discern  how 

As  a  beautiful  instance  of  the  tendency  many  fingers  are  held  up  beforo  him,  and 

to  anasarca  and  congestion  of  the  chest,  for  can  see  objects  dimly  aroond  him,  when 

wan  t  of  this  remedy,  I  may  mention  the  case  the  sound  e^e  is  closed. 
ofahouse-servantofthisinstitution,whohas        On  examming  the  organ,  the  iris  is  •!». 

for  months  past  pleaded  incapacity  of  hold-  served  to  be  penectlv  motionless,  and  tho 

ing  her  situation  for  want  of  bodily  strength  pupil  very  large,  and  uninfluenced  by  va- 

— much  exercise  causing  oppression  at  the  nations  of  light.    The  crystalline  lens  is 

chest,  attended  with  a  slight  cough  and  opaque  throughout,  and  of  a  pearly  white, 

stitches ;  her  skin  is  thin,  and  possessing  In  other  respects  the  eye  is  sound, 
the  above  characters  ;   her  habit  is  full.        This  case  may  be  considered  instructive, 

and  muscles  flabby,  and  do  not  forcibly  in  explaining  the  distinct  and  independent 

contract ;  there  is  a  sparing  flow  of  urine,  functions  of  the  retina  and  iris ;  the  latter 

with  a  swelling   of  the  ankles  towards  is  completely  paralysed,  whilst  the  former 

evening;    her  appetite  is  much  impaired,  is  evidently  unaffected,   vision  being  as 

and  she  would  gladly  shun  every  other  diet  good  as  in  ordinary  cases  of  cataract 

but  tea.    Wc  first  ascertained  by  stethos-  ______^___^_____^_^^_^_^ 

copical  means,  &c.  that  there  was  no  in-  '     "  ' 

flammation  present ;  debarred  her  of  every  m  at?  q  nv  TMi?TTn  a  r  nr  a 

liquid;  allowed  her  as  much  animal  food  CASES  OF  NEURALGIA, 

as  she  could  take,  which  at  first  was  re-  With  Remarh, 

jected;  gentle  exercise  in  the  open  air; 

and  gave  her  the  Pil.  Fer.  c.  c.  Inf.  Gent.  By  W.  A.  Gillbspib. 
c.  three  times  a-day,  the  eflTect  of  which  — 
was  that  in  less  than  a  fortnight  her  ap-  i^  U  not,  perhaps,  sufficiently  weU  known 
petite  matenallv  improved.  She  is  much  to  the  members  of  the  medioU  profession, 
thinner,  and  the  integuments  are  more  that  toolh-ache,  and  what  is  vulgarly 
tense ;  the  muscles  have  a  more  forcible  called  jaw-ache,  are  frequenUy  of  neural- 
contraction,  and  Uie  urine  is  voided  in  ^ic  character,  and  of  miasmatic  origin*, 
laijcr  quantity;   she  is  Iws  lethargic,  and  Many  cases  of  this  kind  are  submitted 

a  great  diminution  m  the  oppression  at  ^ 

her  chest  since  she  commeacea  the  use  of  •  M'Culioch,  Bell,  &c. 


LIGATURE  OF  THE  SUBCLAVIAN  ARTERY  BELOW  THE  CLAVICLE.  735 

to  the  manaal  dexterity  of  some  neigh*  had  produced  in  the  same  season  some  rio- 
bearing  mechanic,  who  extracts  tooth  lent  cases  of  remittent  and  intermittent 
after  tooth,  nntil  at  length  the  disconsolate  fever,  I  viewed  the  disease  as  of  miasma- 
sufferer,  without  experiencing  the  least  tic  origin,  and  prescribed  sulphate  of 
relief,  frequently  abandons  himself,  in  de-  quinioe  in  free  doses.  There  was  in  a  short 
spair,  to  the  most  excruciating  agony,  time  a  suspension  of  the  paroxysm,  and 
Sereral  cases  have  come  under  my  obser-  the  patient,  on  account  of  the  disagreeable 
ration,  in  which  perfectly  sound  teeth  taste  of  the  quinine,  which  was  given  in 
have  been  removed,  and  often  several  in  solution,  discontinued  its  use. 
suooession,  in  consequence  of  ^  no  relief  August  15tl). — The  paroxysms  of  pain 
being  afforded  from  the  extraction  of  the  had  now  returned  more  severe  than  nsual ; 
first.  In  addition  to  this,  toothache  drops  I  was  again  called  to  the  patient,  and 
of  various  kinds,  many  of  which  contain  again  prescribed  quinine,  which  was  not 
mineral  acids,  are  used  by  the  tormented  taken  as  directed,  and  on  the  20th  I  saw 
sufferer  in  profusion,  to  the  eventual  de-  her  again.  I  now  prepared  some  pills  of 
■truction  of  his  few  remaining  instru-  quinine,  and  represented  to  the  patient  the 
ments  of  niastication.  I  am  by  no  means  absolute  necessity  of  tfJiing  them  con. 
opposed  to  the  extraction  of  teeth,  in  stantly  and  regularly ;  and  predicted  with 
proper  cases,  with  due  discrimination  and  conficfence  almost  certain  relieve  from  her 
reference  to  collateral  circumstances.  Ca-  excruciating  torments.  She  now  took  the 
nous,  useless  teeth,  should  always  be  re-  medicine  as  prescribed  regularly,  and  had 
moved;  but  under  soaroely  any  ciroum-  the  satisfaction  of  informing  me,  during 
stances  would  I  be  disposed  to  remove  the  same  week,  that  she  had  eaicaped  the 
a  sound  useful  tooth,  when  odontalgia  periodical  returns  of  her  distressing  corn- 
is  produced  by  slight  caries,  complete  plaint,  and  was  now^  well  satisfied  that  the 
success  has  been  known  to  follow  the  medicine  had  controlled  it  She  has  since 
mere  starting  of  the  tooth  from  the  socket  bad  no  return  of  it. 
by  the  instrument,  and  immediately  push-  Casb  II.  September  28th. — I  was  called 
ing  it  back,  into  its  natural  position,  to  Mrs.  K.,  residing  in  the  immediate  vici- 
thus  destroying  its  nervous  connexion,  nity  of  the 'foregoing  case,  and  exposed  to 
whilst  the  tooth  adhered  firmly  to  the  the  same  miasms.  She  had  sufferea  for  two 
socket,  and  answered,  in  a  gooa  degree,  months  with  tooth-ache,  as  she  termed  it, 
the  purpose  for  which  it  was  intended,  and  had  had  two  teeth  extracted,  both 
The  following  cases  exemplify  the  success  perfectly  sound,  with  no  relief;  and  hav- 
of  quinine  in  neuralgic  odontalgia.  Not-  ing  heard  of  the  preceding  case,  she  now 
wiUistanding  the  labours  of  man^  late  concluded  her's  to  be  a  similar  one;  which 
writers,  the  pathology  of  neuralgia  is  still  I  found,  on  examination,  to  be  the  fact, 
involved  in  much  obscurity  ;  but  I  believe  Quinine  was  prescribed  as  above,  and  in  a 
no  remedy,  as  a  general  one,  is  preferable  few  days  entire  and  perfect  relief  followed, 
to  the  sulphate  of  quinine.  Many  ctaes  Fomentations,  blisters,  and  purgatives,  had 
that  were  formerly  termed  rheumatism,  previonslv  been  used  in  this  case,  with  no 
ought  manifestly  to  be  classed  with  ncu-  pereeptible  relief, 
ralgia;  it  is  in  this  way  only  that  we  can  She  has  since  had  no  return*, 
account  for   the  many  high  encomiums 

passed  on  the  Peruvian  bark,  as  a  remedy     ____.^___ 

in  acute  rheumatism,  by  Drs.  Hugh  Smith, 

Ge^™  Fordyce,  Haygkrth,  &c.  *  LIGATURE  OF  THE  SUBCLAVIAN 

Casb  I.    July  29th.— Mrs.  S.  had  been  ARTERY  BELOW  thb  CLAVICLE. 

subject  to  violent  toothache,  or  jawache,  

a^  she  termed  it,  for  three  months ;  during 

this  time  she  had  applied  to  a  mechanic,  A   TorNO  man    received  a  sword-thrust 

who  had  extracted  at  different  periods,  through  the  folds  of  the  axilla,  in  a  duel, 

three  sound  teeth.    No  relief  being  afford-  The  hsmorrhage  was  checked  by  compres- 

ed,  it  was  thought  proper  to  have  profes-  »ioD,  and  in  eight  days  the  wound  was 

sional  aid,  and  accordingly  I  was  called  nearly  healed ;  but  now  unfortunately  the 

to  the  patient  a  few  hours  luter  the  extrac-  bleeding  returned,  and,although  restrained 

tion  of  the  third  tooth.     It  was  one  of  the  for  the  time,  broke  out  afresh  at  different 

large  molares  of  the  upper  jaw.  perfectly  Intervals.    Professor  Blosius,  of  Halle,  de- 

soand,  and  its  removal  had  had  no  effect  termined  therefore  to  tie  the  subclavian 

on  the  pain,  which  was  of  that  lancinat-  artery,  below  the  clavicle.    The  operation 

ing,  shooting  character,  too  intolerable  al-  was  performed  on  the  twentieth  day  after 

most  to  be  borne,  at  least  not  without  the  the  accident;  and,  although  no  particular 

greatest  fortitude.    Upon  inquiry,  finding  difficulty  was  experienced  in  any  of  the 

the  pain  to  have  regular  periodical  exacer-  steps,  tne  patient  had  been  so  exhausted 

bations,  and  knowing  Uie  patient  to  be      _^ 

exposed  to  the  miasms  of  a  marsh  which  •  Americsn  Joam.  of  Med-  Sciences. 
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by  the  repeated  losses  of  blood,  that  he 
died  on  toe  second  day  after.  On  dis- 
section,  the  axillary  artery  and  vein  were 
ftmnd  uninjured ;  the  source  of  the  bleed- 
ing had  been  from  the  circumflexa  humeri 
posterior,  and  circumflexa  scapnl»,  the 
wound  having  penetrated  from  behind, 
thn>ngh  the  tendon  of  thelatissimns  dorsi, 
upwards  and  forwards.  The  subclavian 
artery,  at  the  point  of  the  ligature,  was 
well  secured. 

Dr.  B.  very  correctly  condemns,  in  se- 
vere terms,    the  early  treatment  of  this 
case.     Why  was  the  artery  not  laid  bare 
at  once,  and  a  thread  passed  round  it? 
Dr.  B.  was  called  one  evening  to  a  young 
rann,  who  had  wounded  his  hand  dee])ly 
in  the  morning;  a  bungling  surgeon,  who 
had  seen  the  patient  then,  had  crammed 
compresses  and  other  trash  into  and  upon 
the  wound ;  a  certain  degree  of  inflamma- 
tion had  thereby  already  commenced,  when 
Dr.  B.  applied  the  ligature.  On  the  fourth 
day  the  vessel  had  ulcerated ;  the  bleeding 
returned  ;    and  a  second  operation    was 
necessary.     But  shouW  the  wound  heal 
partiallv  at  first,  and  the  haamnrrhnge  not 
recur  till  the  16th,  18th,  or  20th  day  after 
the  accident,  when  suppuration  had  been 
established  for  some  time,  not  only  are  the 
difficulties  of  securing  the  injured  vessel 
greatly  increased,  but  also  the  chances  of 
ulceration  of  its  coats  at  the  site  of  the 
ligature,  and  consequent  bleeding.     The 
parts  are  much  changed  in  their  tissue, 
and  are  matted  together,  so  that  it  is  often 
not  easy  to  distinguish  between  them;  and 
moreover  the  artery  is  so  glued   to   its 
sheath,  &c.,  that  it  is  scarcely  possible  to 
isolate  it  satisfactorily.     SUll,  with  all 
these  disadvantages,  the  tying  of  the  artery 
is  much  safer  than  the  employment  of  any 
other    styptic    remedies ;    our  prognosis, 
however,  cannot  be  so  favourable  as  it 
would  have  been  after  an  earlier  opera- 
tion *. 


WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  OP  BURIALS, 
From  Bills  op  MoaTA^LrTV,  Ang.  12,  183-1. 


Al>sce««  .       4 

Age  and  Debility  .  80 
Apoplexy  .  .7 
Asthma         •  13 

Cancer  •       •       A 

Childbirth  .  .  4 
Cholera  .  •  44 
CoDsumptlon  .  64 
Conntipatlon  or  the 

BoveU  .  •  1 
CoDvulsiona  .  29 
Croup  .  .  .  » 
Dentition  or  Teethln;;  9 
Dropsy  .      20 

DropHjronthe  Brain  J I 
Dysentery  .  .  ] 
Epllt-psy  .  .  1 
Erysipelas  .  .  3 
Fever     ...        4 


Fever,  Typhus     •       3 

Gout     .        •        .        I 

Hiemorrh«ge        .        4 

Heart,  diseased   .        2 

Hooplng-Couffh   .        9 

Inflammatioo        •      '19 

Bowels  5c  Stomach  16 

Brain  .        5 

Langs  and  Pleura    I 

Insanity        .        .        3 

Liver,  diseased  6 

Mea<«le8         .        .11 

Uortlficatlon         .        7 

Paralynis       .        .        1 

Small. Pox     .        .11 

Spasms  •        •        4 

ThruNh  .        .        3 

Tumor  .        .        2 

31 


Stillborn 


Fever,  Scarlet      .        8 

Decrease  of  Burials,  as  compared  with  I 
the  preceding  woek        .        .        .   ) 
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Kept  at  Edmonton,  Tuilaude  ol<>  37'  32"  Y. 

Longitude  0°  S'  51"  \V.  of  Greenwich, 

Aug.  1834.      TuKBMOMKrKR.    Baromktkh. 

Thursday.  7 
Friday  .  .  8 
Satardsy  .  9 
Sunday  .  .  10 
Monday.  .  II 
Tuesday.  .  12 
Wednesday  IS 


from  48  to  70 
80  71 
h\ 
49 
M 
54 
64 


7\ 
7S 
75 
79 
8-i 


r9  86  to  29  84 
29  80       2!»7S 


»84 
30  01 
80-15 
29  93 
29  91 


29  91 

30  09 
30  U 
29  9i 
29  96 


Wind  S.W.  till  the  llth  ;  since,  S.  and  S-E. 

The  7th  and  8th  cloudy,  with  frrqueut  h<>avy 
showers.  The  morning  of  the  9th  and  llth 
cloudy;  otherwise  generslly- clear. 

Rain  fallen  1  Inch  ond  '076  of  an  inch. 

The  iunamerable  meteors  which  are  nightly 
seen  shooting  In  all  directions  are  worihy  oC 
notice. 

Charles  Henry  Auams. 


COLLEGE   OP  SURGEONS— HONO- 
RARY MEDAL. 

We  are  hanpy  to  learn  that  the  Council 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  have  de- 
creed the  gold  honorary  medal  to  our  ac- 
complishea  correspondent,  Mr.  George 
Bennett,  F.L.S.  &c.  for  his  discoveries  in 
Animal  Physiology  and  observations  on 
Natural  History. 


Preparing  for  Publication.  —  An 
Essay  on  the  Constitution  of  Self- Sup- 
porting Dispensaries,  and  their  Utility  to 
the  Working  Classes  and  to  the  Medical 
Profession.  By  Charles  B.  Nankivell, 
Esq.  Surgeon  to  the  Coventry  Self. Sup- 
porting Dispensary. 


NOTICES. 

"  Y.  Z."  We  are  not  aware  of  any 
other  subscription  than  the  one  thmngh 
which  a  beautiful  monument  was  erected 
to  the  memory  of  Baillie,  in  Westminster 
Abbey,  some  five  or  six  years  since :  eight 
hundred  guineas  were  expended  on  it. 
See  an  account  of  the  bust,  inscription, 
&c.  in  the  Med.  Gazette,  vol.  i.  p.  13J. 

"  J.  B.»*  The  objections  of  oar  corre- 
spondent to  the  theory  of  Atoms  have  been 
made  over  and  over  again:  the  atomic 
theory  is  very  far  from  being  uneuui vocally 
established;  but  J.  B.,  we  think,  woulcl 
do  well  to  confine  himself  to  the  doctrine 
of  definite  proportions^  regarding  which  he 
cannot  possibly  be  so  very  sceptical. 

We  cannot  insert  the  hue  and  cry  can- 
tion  of  «*  J.  R.»> 

Dr.  FavelPs  circular  is  unsuited  for  our 
pages. 


♦  American  Journal  of  Mimical  Sclenc>s.  W.  Wilson,  Printer.  67. Skiuuer-Slrte^,  London. 
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LECTURES  ^^^  efforU  for  the  expulsion  of  the  placen- 
tal mass. 

®"  *"■  We  know  that  the  placenta  is  in  iitero 

THEORY  AND  PRACTICE    OF  ^y  obseiring,  on  the  application  of  the 

hand  externally,  that  the  organ  is  larger 

MIDWIFERY;  than  it  should  be  if  emptied;  by  feeling 

n  I-      J   .  .L    T    J     n     •*!  that  no  part  of  the  placenta,  or  only  a  small 

DtUvertd  at  the  Undm  Hospital,  ^^^  ^^ .  ^^  .^  ^^^^^  i„to  the  vagina. 

By  Francis  H.  Ramsbotham,  M.D.  But  do  we  know  why  it  is  retained  in  the 

uterus  ^— Can  we  tell  which  of  the  three 

"""^  causes  I  have  mentioned  is  in  operation  > 

Lbctubb  XLVI.  We  cannot  discriminate  potitivetVf  except 

under  the  introduction  of  the  hand  into 

COMPLEX  LABOURS.  the  cavity  itself;  butonr nuptVions  as  to  the 

BBTBKTIOH  OF  THB  PLACEHTA.  ^«  «iuse  may  he  stroug,  and  probably 

correct  We  may  presume  that  atony  is 
Thb  placenta  may  be  unduly  retained  in  the  cause,  if,  after  the  birth  of  the  child, 
ut^ro  by  three  different  causes,  each  act-  the  uterus  remains  soft,  large,  and  flabby ; 
ing  separately,  or  two  in  concert..  They  if  there  beno^Hter-pains;  iT,whenwe  take 
are,  J&vt,  atony  of  the  uterus;  aeeondlyf  hold  of  the  funis— and  this  is  a  good  indi* 
spasmodic  or  irregular  contraction  of  the  cation^wefind  that  the  vein  is  not  full, 
uterine  fibres;  and  thirdly,  morbid  adhe-  that  it  is  quite  flaccid;  because,  if  the pla- 
sion  having  taken  place  between  the  pla^  cental  mass  be  squeezed  by  the  uterus  con- 
cental  and  the  uterine  surfaces.  tracting  upon  it,  the  blooid  will  be  forced 
Rettmtumfrom  atony  of  the  utenu.'^We  ge-  down  m>m  the  placenta  into  the  ftinis,  un- 
nerally  observe  thatwhen  a  want  of  due  and  der  which  action  the  vein  becomes  turgid 
sofficient  energy  on  the  part  of  the  uterus  and  distended :  and  we  may  frequently  ob- 
prevents  ^e  proper  contraction  of  its  serve  it  twist  in  a  trifling  degree,  or  writhe 
fibres,  for  the  purpose  of  expelling  the  pla-  spoBtaneously,8omewhatlikean  eel,a8often 
centa,  it  occurs  in  ctaea  where  the  woman  as  aftesh  contraction  occurs  in  the  uterine 
has  had  a  number  of  children — where  the  parietes.  This  twisting  is  produced  by  the 
uterus  has  been  acting  feebly  during  the  blood  passing  gradually  downvrards,  along 

Srevious  stages  of  the  labour — ^where  a  the  vessel,  which  is  seldom  straight,  but 
mg  intervu  has  occurred  between  the  almost  invariably  following  a  spiral  course, 
expulsion  of  the  head  and  the  passage  of  Where  the  placenta  is  retained  by 
the  shoulders:  after  lingering  labours  also;  atony  of  the  uterine  fibres,  the  blood  is, 
and  in  cases  where  the  patient  has  been  generally  speaking,  pourea  out  in  a  co- 
delivered  by  instrumental  aid,  in  which  pious  stream,  provided  the  organ  be  se- 
the  uterus  has  become  worn  out,  and  the  parated   from   its   previous  attachment  i 

Swers  of  life  much  depressed.  It  is  equally  iM«ausethe  uterus  being  uncontracted,  its 

Lely  to  happen  if,  wnen  the  head  is  ex-  vessels  continue  large;  and  their  open  ori- 

peUra,  the  attendant  has  suddenly,  forci-  fices  aie  not  plueged  in  the  least  degree, 

bly,  and  improperly,  extracted  the  foetal  as  occurs  when  the  womb  has  closed  itself 

body  from  the  uterine  cavity,  after  which  strongly  around  the  mass  retained  within 

xmrehensible    interference   the  womb  is  its  cavity. 

left  in  a  flabby,  relaxed,  and  torpid  state,  Trtatment.  —  What  method,  then,  shall 

disinclined  to  continue  its  active  contrac-  we  adopt  under  tfiis  state } — Are  we  to  re- 

351.— xiv.                                  *  3  B 
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move  tbe  placenta  immediately  hemor-  to  all  these  measures  being,  thai  while  we 

rhage  shows  itsdf ;  or  can  we  stimulate  are  employing  them,  the  blood  is  gndiing 

the  ntems  to  contraction,  so  as  to  induce  fnmi  the  ntenis,  and  the  patient  is  djing; 

it  to  throw  otr  the  mass  without  the  ncces-  that  we  are  nnoertain  whether  mortnd  ad- 

sity  of  so  hanh  a  proceeding  ?  Br  pressure,  hesion  may  not  exist  at  the  same  time,  in 

friction,  and  the  application  of  cold,  we  conjonction  with  deficient  energy  in  the 

may  fineqaently  excite  sach  efficient  action  uterine  fibres,  which  may  ev entaally  re- 

that  the  placenta  will  gradually  descend  quire  manual  amuration;  and  that  the  in- 

intotheragina,  and  the  introduction  of  the  troduction  of  the  hand  is  the  strongest 

hand  be  rendered  unnecessary.    But  we  provocative  to  uterine  action  of  any  means 

must  always  bear    in    mind,  that   these  we  can  resort  to.  Thesame  objections  apply 

means  ought  not  to  be   trusted   to  ex-  to  the  nse  of  the  eigot,  which,  although 

clusiTelv  and  entirely,  under  a  continu-  it  may  have  the  power  of  exciting  con- 

ance  of  copious  discharge;  and  that  fte.  traction   in   the  uterine   fibres,   requires 

quently  the  manual  remoral  of  the  pla.  some  time  for  the  establishment  of  its 

centa  from  the  uterine  cavity  itself,  will  action;    and,   if  the  placenta  were  ad. 

alone  check  the  flow,  and  place  the  pa-  herent,  must  fiul  in  bringing  about  its 

tient  in  a  state  of  safety.  expulsion. 

If,  under  a  retention  of  the  placenta  When  the  necessity,  then,  for  the  re. 
from  atony  of  the  uterine  structure,  there  moral  of  the  placenta  is  apparent,  and  we 
be  little  or  no  sanguineous  appearance,  dare  no  longer  trust  to  more  mild  and  less 
and  no  disposition  to  faintness  supervene,  powerful  agents,  the  operation  must  be 
fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  may  be  allowed  undertaken  in  the  following  manner: — 
to  pass  without  any  artificial  means  being  The  patient  lying  on  her  left  side,  con- 
used  to  solicit  the  renewal  of  uterine  ae-  veniently  near  the  edge  of  the  bed,  we 
tion.  On  the  expiration  of  such  a  period,  must  take  off  our  coat—as  in  all  cases 
pressure  may  be  applied  to  the  uterus  by  where  it  becomes  necessary  to  introduce 
the  hand  placed  externally ;  or  gentle  fric-  the  hand  into  the  uterus;— aenude  the  left 
tion  may  be  made  over  the  hypogastric  re>  arm  and  grease  it ;  then  kneeling  down  by 
gion.  Should  an  unusual  discharge  of  the  bed-side,  we  bring  the  fingers  into  the 
blood  now  take  place,  cloths  dipped  in  cold  form  of  a  cone,  twist  the  funis  umbilicalis 
▼inegar  and  water  may  be  suddenly  laid  two  or  tltree  times  round  the  first  and  se- 
npon  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen  and  cond  fingers  of  the  right  hand,  to  give  us 
the  yulva,  and  the  pressure  and  friction  a  guide  to  the  placenta,  and  quietly  insi- 
persevered  in ;  and  should  the  dischaige  nuate  the  left  into  the  uterus.  There  is 
continue  to  an  alarming  extent,  or  increase  little  or  no  difficulty  in  passing  it  through 
to  a  proftise  haamorrhage,  the  removal  of  the  ex^mal  parts,  vagina  and  os  uteri,  if 
the  placenta  must  at  once  be  undertaken,  the  operation  be  un^rtaken  within  an 
All  other  considerations  must  give  way  to  hour  or  two  of  the  child's  birth;  nor  is 
procuring  an  emptied  and  contracted  state  there  any  difficulty  in  introducing  it  fially 
of  uterus ;  and  that  can  only  with  cer-  into  the  uterine  cavity,  beeanse  the  parietes 
tainty  be  accomplished  by  the  withdrawal  are  in  a  flaccid  oonmtion,  and  the  cavity 
of  the  placenta.  Many  a  woman  has  fallen  itself  is  both  considerably  distended,  and 
a  victim  to  the  timidity  of  her  attendant ;  readily  dilatable. 

many  a  life  has  been  sacrificed  by  the  trial  The  removal  of  a  placenta  from  the  nte- 

of  trifling  means,  perfectly  inadequate  to  rus,  indeed,  retained  by  simple  inertia,  is 

the  production  of  the  grand  end  proposed —  one  of  the  easiest  operations  in  surgery ; 

the  contraction  of  the  uterine  parietes,  the  but  the  condition  requiring  its  adoption  is 

evacuation  of  its  cavity,  and  the  perfect  of  a  highly  dangerous  character;  and  the 

closure  of  its  vessels.    I  should  have  but  danger  will  be  in  proportion  to  tbefkcilitT 

little  faith  intheefficacy  of  cold  water  in-  with  which  the  organ  admits  the  hand, 

jected  into  the  uterus,  while  the  placenta  The  danger,  then,  is  not  that  we  shonld 

was   retained   in   the   cavity,    although  bruise  or  lacerate  its  structure,  or  dispose 

stronghr  recommended  by  Ooocb.    It  may  it  to  inflammatory  disease,  but  that  we 

be  useful  in  floodings,  after  the  placenta  is  should  leave  it  in  an  uncontracted  state 

expelled,  but  even  then  can  by  no  means  after  the  withdrawal  of  the  placenta,  and 

generally  be  resorted  to,  because  the  neces-  consequently  subject  the  woman  to  a  con- 

sary  implements  may  not  be  at  hand.    And  tinuance  of  the  haemorrhage.    It  certainly 

I  should  have  still  less  faith  in  emptying  far  more  frequently  happens,  that  the  sti- 

the  umbilical  vessels  of  their  blood,  with  mulus  of  the  hand  causes  the  uterus  to  acti 

the  hope  of  diminishing  the  size  of  the  pla-  and  that  in  contracting  it  expels  the  hand 

centa,  as  suggested  by  some  continental  and  placenta  together;  atid  this  is  a  forta> 

physicians ;  or  in  injecting  the  umbilical  nate  occurrence ;  it  is  to  be  hailed  as  the 

vein  with  vinegar,  or  other  astrinaents,  as  best  proof  of  safety, 

practised  by  others :  the  great  o^iections  Whenever  we  are  compelled  to  resort 
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to  Manual  extraction,  we  must  bear  brought  awajr  only  a  part,  leaving  the 
in  mind,  that  previously  to  the  intro<  remainder  in  the  uterine  carity.  To  assure 
duction  of  the  hand,  we  cannot  tell  in  ourselves  that  we  have  removed  it  all,  we 
what  situation  we  may  find  the  pla-  must  lay  it  upon  a  napkin  with  the  mater^ 
centa ;  it  may  be  entirely  thrown  oflf  nal  face  upwards.  If  there  be  a  large  por- 
from  the  uterine  surface,  and  lying  loose  tion  wanting,  we  cannot  be  deceiv^;  we 
in  the  cavity;  or  it  mav  be  partly  sepa-  see  the  mass  broken,  and  we  observe  the 
rated,  and  pactly  attached ;  or  it  may  cavi^  Arom  which  a  piece  has  been  sepa- 
be  pvtially,  or  through  its  whole  extent,  rated.  From  the  neglect  of  this  very  sim- 
morbidly  adherent  For  these  reasons  we  pie  proceeding,  I  have  known  many  cases 
must  not  always  calculate  on  meeting  with  of  great  danger  occur,  and  one  particularly 
so  easy  a  case  as  I  have  just  described ;  we  of  which  I  will  give  you  the  outline.  A 
must  not  suppose  that  all  we  have  to  do  is  medical  friend  called  me  to  his  assistance 
to  introduce  the  hand  and  take  away  the  on  the  appearance  of  violent  hsBmorrhage, 
plai^nta.  Ifwe  act  in  this  way,  we  may  find  after,  as  he  believed,  the  placenta  was  re. 
the  case  much  more  difficult  than  we  ex-  moved.  Immediatelv  I  placed  mv  hand 
pected ;  we  may  lose  our  presence  of  on  the  abdomen,  I  felt  satisfied  that  the 
mind;  we  may  withdraw  our  hand  in  whole,  or  principal  part  of  it,  was  still 
doubt  and  disappointment,  cause  a  serious  within  the  uterus ;  but  on  inquiry,  was 
aggravation  of  the  flooding,  and  increase  informed  that  it  had  come  away  on  the 
the  previous  pail.  Let  us,  then,  before  application  of  the  slightest  traction  pos- 
operating,  maJLC  up  our  mind  to  have  to  sible.  On  requesting  to  inspect  it,  an 
encounter  the  most  difficult  of  all  the  utensil  was  brought  which  it  was  sup- 
cases  of  retained  placenta;  and  should  we  posed  contained  the  placenta.  There  was 
find  it  more  easily  managed  than  we  anti.  the  funis  entire — there  were  all  the  mem- 
dpated,  our  error,  if  it  be  one,  is  on  the  branes — and  there  was  a  large  mass  that 
right  side.  looked  like  the  placenta  lying  below  the 

I  will  suppose  that  it  is  partly  attached,  membranes.  On  turning  it  np,  however, 
but  not  morbidly  adherent.  We  pass  no  part  of  the  placenta  was  there.  The 
the  left  hand  gently  into  the  uterus,  cord  and  membranes  had  slipped  away 
gliided  by  the  funis ;  and  on  its  introduc-  from  their  attachment  to'  its  body,  aud 
tion  place  the  right  hand  between  the  wo-  a  large  quantity  of  blood  had  collected 
man's  thighs,  to  steady  the  uterine  tumor  within  the  membranes  and  there  coagu* 
externally;  for  being  much  smaller  than  lated,  which  vras  mistaken  for  the  placenta 
it  was  before  the  birtii  of  the  child,  the  pa-  itself.  If,  instead  of  being  satisfied  with 
rieies  of  the  abdomen  do  not  support  it,  the  appearance  of  the  funis  and  festal  mem- 
bnt  it  rolls  about  in  the  abdominal  cavity,  branes,  my  friend  had  made  his  examina- 
impeding  our  endeavours  at  removu.  tion,  as  I  have  just  recommended,  the 
When  the  hand  has  iblly  gained  possession  mistake  could  not  have  happened;  and 
of  the  cavity,  we  tear  the  membranes  with  the  cause  of  the  continuance  of  the  luemor- 
ovir  fingers,  and  passing  them  between  the  rhage  would  have  been  at  once  apparent, 
plaoentel  and  uterine  surfaces,  run  our  If,  then,  we  find  that  a  large  portion  of  the 
nand  all  over  the  maternal  face  of  the  pla-  placenta  be  wanting — such  as  a  third,  or  a 
centa,  to  be  aesured  that  we  have  got  the  quarter — let  us  immediately  introduce  the 
whole  organ  within  it,  grasp  the  uterus  hand  a  second  time;  for  it  is  much  bet- 
externally  with  the  right;  and  most  likelv  ter  to  remove  the  disruptured  portion 
a  contraction  will  occur ;  under  which  than  to  leave  it  to  be  thrown  off  by  na- 
we  may  ouietly  withdraw  our  hand,  re-  ture.  This  should  be  done  before  the  ute- 
taining  tne  placenta  within  its  hold,  ms  is  contracted  around  it ;  and  if  much 
Should,  however,  this  desirable  action  not  difficulty  be  experienced,  we  must  desist 
■npervene,  we  may  keep  the  hand  a  short  fh>m  our  attempts.  But  if  there  be  only  a 
•pace  within  the  cavity,  and  endeavour  number  of  small  filaments  left,  like  these 
to  ensure  contraction,  by  gently  moving  pieces  adhering  to  this  uterus  [presenting 
onr  finsen,  so  as  to  irritate  the  parietes.  a  preparation],  it  would  be  madness  to 

On  the  entire  withdrawal  of  tne  mass —  make  any  exertion  fyr  their  removal ;  since 

whatever  may  have  been  the  cause  oblig-  we  must  put  the  patient  to  much  pain,  run 

ing  us  to  have  recourse  to  its  removal  ma-  the  risk  of  doing  permanent  injury,  and 

naallv— we  mnet  never  forget  to  examine  in  the  end,  most  likely,  not  aocomphdi  our 

whetner  or  not  it  be  entire ;  for  it  is  possi-  object. 

ble  that,  from  its  softness,  a  portion  may  Rettntion  from  irregular  eon(ractum.«»The 

be  broken  off  with  the  slightest  handling,  second  cause  of  retention  is  the  irre^pilaf 

and  be  left  behind.    It  is  possible  Uiat  ad-  contraction  of  the  uterine  fibres.    This  ge. 

hedon  may  have  taken  place  between  a  nerally  happens  after  the  uterus  has  acted 

part  of  its  structure  and  the  uterus  itself;  violently,  when  the  child  has  been  very 

that  instead  of  passing  the  hand  over  its  rapidly   expelled,  its  whole  body  being 

whole  face,  we  may  have  broken  it,  and  projected  forth  probably  by  one  pain,  and 
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under  the  saxne  action  the  organ  has  con-  birth,  even  although  there  might  be  no 

tracted  strongly  around  the  placenta;  or  flooding;  dreading  the  probability  of  a co- 

where  improper  attempts  have  been  made  pious  discharge  from  the  ntems^so  long  as 

to  remove  the  placenta  from  the  uterine  that  organ  remained  nnemptied  and  an- 

cavity  by  pulling  and  jerking  at  the  funis,  contracted.    Should  apoplexy  or  conml- 

In  this  case,  then,  either  all  the  fibres  sions,  indeed,  occur  immediately  on  the 

shorten  themselves  simultaneously,  or  some  child's  expulsion,  bleeding  would  be  indi- 

are  in  a  contracted  state  while  others  are  c^ted,  and  it  might  be  highly  proper  to 

dilated ;  instead  of  the  action  being  regu-  open  a  yein,  even  before  any  part  of  the 

larly  progressive  from  the  fundus  down-  placenta  passed  into  the  vagina;  but  I 

wards.  Upon  this  occurrence  taking  place,  am  now  speaking    of  venesection  as    a 

two  or  three  strong  pains  will  generally  means  of  overcoming  that  spasmodic  state 

follow  each  other  in  rapid  succession,  soon  of  the  uteras  which  prevente  the  placenta 

after  the  expulsion  of  the  child;  and  some-  descending. 

times  they  are  almost  as  severe  as  those  On  the  other  hand,  I  shoold  eouallv 

experienced  before  the  perfection  of  the  object  to  the  u^e  of  those  means  whitm  will 

birth.    If  the  uterus  act  strongly  in  this  increase  the  tone  of  the  uterus — such  as 

way,  while  the  placenta  does  not  descend  ergot  of  rye.    In  my  own  pmctice,  indeed, 

within  reach  of  the  finger,  if  the  funis  urn-  I  am  in  the  habit  of  relying  only  on  the 

bilicalis  become  full  and  turgid  with  blood,  careful  removal  of  the  placenta  by  manual 

and  if  the  uterus  feel  very  hard,  as  well  operation ;— the  indications  being  lapse  of 

as  large,  to  the  hand  externally  applied,  time  on  the  one  hand,  and  flooding  on  the 

these  symptoms  are  suspicious  of  the  state  other. 

I  am  describing.  Generally  speaking,  on.  Irregular  contraction  is  of  various  kinds, 
der  these  rases  there  is  not  such  violent  Sometimes  the  uterus  contracte  globolarly 
haemorrhage  as  when  atony  is  the  cause  of  on  the  placenta,  sometimetinlesTongitudi- 
delay;  and  some  time  may  frequently  nally,  assuming  somewhat  the  shape  of  a 
elapse  without  there  being  such  a  degree  sugar-loaf;  at  others,  it  contracts  with  a 
of  flooding  as  to  induce  us  to  remove  the  comer,  so  that  in  one  part  or  other  there  is 
placenta.  a  sac,  in  which  the  principal  bulk  of  the 
Let  us,  however,  not  wait  longer  than  placenta  is  retained ;  the  other  portions  of 
the  limit  before  assigned — one  hour  and  a  the  uterus  being  in  a  relaxed  state.  Some- 
half;  and  in  the  meantime  we  may  con-  times  it  contracts  with  a  sharp  ridge  ante. 
si  der  whether  we  can,  by  any  internal  me-  riorly,  something  like  a  hog*s  back;  but 
dicines  or  out(\'ard  applications,  overcome  this  is  rare.  At  others,  again,  the  oen- 
this  spasmodic  state.  External  means  tral  fibres  of  the  body  of  the  uterus  act 
seem  of  little  service,  and  of  all  medi-  powerfully,  leaving  those  of  the  fundus 
cines,  opium,  perhaps,  is  the  only  one  and  neck  oncontracted,  and  the  hour-glass 
which  can  procure  the  relaxation  sought,  stete  is  produced ;  the  placenta  being  pre- 
It  is,  indeed,  very  generally  recommended  vented  from  descending,  by  the  constricted 
under  this  state.  Opium  in  moderate  quan-  ring  formed  by  the  circular  fibres  of  the 
titles,  I  should  not  object  to  ;  but  I  have  body.  We  hear  much  of  hour-glass  con- 
a  decided  aversion  to  its  employment  in  traction  of  the  uterus,  but  my  belief  is 
large  doses ;  because  its  influence  may  be  that  there  is  no  rarer  case  in  midwifery 
greater  than  we  anticipated — the  opposite  than  the  real  and  true  hour-glass  oontrac- 
state  to  that  previously  existing  may  be  tion,  such  as  I  have  described.  Professor 
procured;  the  uterine  powers  may  be  pa-  Bums,  indeed,  states,  that  **  in  almost 
ralyzed ;  and,  although  the  difficulty  in  the  every  instance,  thiscontraction  takes  place ; 
removal  of  the  placenta  may  vanish,  the  that  he  scarcely  ever  introduced  his  band 
contractions  necessary  for  the  ultimate  into  the  uteras,  in  a  case  of  flooding, 
safety  of  the  woman  may  never  be  re-  without  meeting  with  it,  whether  the  pla- 
sumed.  Again :  it  is  verv  possible  that  centa  had  or  hi^  not  been  expelled.'*  Mr. 
adhesion  may  co-exist  with  this  irregular  Bums'  authority  is  great  on  all  subjects 
action ;  and  if  such  be  the  case,  the  intro.  connected  with  the  obstetric  department 
duction  of  the  hand  will  eventually  be  re-  of  medicine,  but  in  this  sentiment  I  can 
quired.  Still  greater  objections  apply  by  no  means  concur ;  and  I  am  certainly 
to  the  abstraction  of  blood  by  the  Ian-  not  singular  in  my  opinion.  I  can  scauvely 
cet,  for  the  purpose  of  relaxing  this  spas-  suppose  the  Professor  himself  could  be 
modic  contraction  —  a  means  which  mistadEen:  but  I  am  almost  persuaded  that 
Ingleby  tells  us  has  occasionally  been  the  general  idea  of  the  occurrence  being  so 
resorted  to;  but  which,  he  states,  "  will  frequent,  has  its  origin  in  error: — that  the 
rarely  be  found  admissible,  except  in  the  contraction  of  the  uteras,  indeed,  is  of  the 
instances  of  plethoric  women  and  in  the  globular  kind;  that  its  whole  cavity  is  con- 
absence  of  hsemorrhage."  I  should  .strongly  sidered  the  upper  chamber;  the  os  uteri 
deprecate  such  a  practice  while  the  pla-  being  taken  for  the  constriction  of  tlio 
centa  was  detained  in  utero  after  the  child's  centnil  fibies  of  the  body,  and  the  dilated 
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Taginaj-^haying;  in  it  a  ooagalum  of  blood,  in  which,  by  care,  tenderness,  and  perseve- 

— ior4he  lower  chamber.    In  many  cases  I  ranoe,  I  could  not  introduce  my  hand,  and 

have  been  told  that  an  hour-glass  contrac*  that  without  injury  to  the  uterine  struc- 

tion  existed,  but,  when  I  came  to  examine  ture^  provided  the  term  of  gestation  were 

for  myself,  I  found  it  was  of  a  mere  sim-  nearly    completed.      Our    obvipus    indi* 

pie  globular  kind.   Out  of  a  great  number  cation,  if  we  were  foiled,  would  be  to 

of  cases,  indeed,  in  which  I  have  been  place  the  patient  in  some  degree  under  the 

called  npon  to  remove  the  placenta,  I  do  influence  of  opium,  and  take  advantage  of 

not  recollect  to  have  met  with  more  than  the  earliest  opportunity  of  its  action  to 

one  instance,  which  perfectly  agreed  with  renew  our  attempts :  for  the  longer  we 

my  idea,  of  the  true  hour-glass  contraction,  delay,  the  more  difficulty  we  shall  experi* 

There  is  less  danger  of  flooding  in  irre-  ence    from    the    permanent   contraction 

gular  contraction  than  when  the  uterus  is  which    will    assuredly    take    place,   and 

in  a  state  of  atony,  but  the  operation  of  which  we  have  no  means,  as  far  as  I  have 

removal  is  both  more  dangerous  and  diffi.  been  able  to  judge,  of  removing, 

cult,  because  of  the  resistance  necessary  Another  kind  of  irregular  contraction 

to  be  overcome :  and  in  proportion  to  the  sometimes  occurs— the  too  rapid  closure 

strength  of  the  spasm  will  be  the  proba-  of  the  os  uteri  during  the  passage  of  the 

bility  of  injury.                       *  placenta  through  it;  by  which  action  the 

7re8/in«nr.— Si  nee,  then,  there  is  so  much  mass  is  detained  prisoner,  lying  partly 
more  chance  of  injuring  the  uterus,  it  be-  in  ttUro,  partly  m  vagina.  Any  attempt  to 
hoves  us  to  be  so  much  the  more  cautious  draw  it  forth  will  usually  be  followed  by 
in  our  proceedings.  If  there  be  no  flood-  a  laceration  of  the  placenta  itself,  and 
ing,  we  may  generally  wait  an  hour  and  a  a  cautious  dilatation  of  the  orifice  is  gene- 
half  from  the  birth  of  the  child ;  and  in  rallv  required  for  its  removal, 
the  interval,  we  may  administer  small  Hetention  from  morbid  adhesion.'^The  last 
doses  of  laudanum  occasionallv;  but  if  case  is  the  most  difficult  of  all:  that  in 
haemorrhage  come  on,  we  should  be  acting  which  morbid  adhesion  takes  place, — ag- 
nnwisely  to  delay  the  employment  of  more  glutination  between  the  two  surfaces  of  the 
active  means  a  single  minute.  We  must,  uterus  and  placenta,— in  consequence,  most 
then,  make  up  our  minds  to  meet  with  a  probably,  of  a  deposition  of  coagulable 
certain  degree  of  resistance,  and  we  must  lymph,  the  produce  of  a  peculiar  kind  of 
overcome  it  in  the  softest  and  most  gentle  inflammation  which  the  lining  membrane 
manner.  Having  taken  ofl*  our  coat  and  of  the  uterus  has  taken  upon  itself.  The 
anointed  our  hand  and  arm,  we  kneel  by  adhesion  may  be  of  greater  or  less  extent, 
the  bed-side  and  introduce  our  hand,  pre-  and  of  a  higher  or  lower  degree  of  intcn- 
viously  gathered  into  the  form  of  a  cone,  sity.  Sometimes  the  whole  placenta  be- 
fully  into  the  vagina.  When  we  arrive  at  comes  united  by  adhesion,  of  which  I  have 
tlie  OS  uteri,  we  must  dilate  it  with  the  known  instances;  at  others,  the  part  ad- 
greatest  care,  using  a  slow  boring  motion,  herent  may  not  exceed  a  sixpence  in  ex- 
and  steadying  at  the  same  time  the  uterine  tent ;  but  the  union  may  be  so  firm  tliat 
tumor  with  the  right  hand  externally  ap-  the  unaided  efforts  of  the  uterus,  however 
plied.  The  hand  having  entered  the  ca-  strongly  excited,  are  not  sufficient  to  pro  ■ 
vity,  must  be  passed  behind  the  placenta,  duce  entire  separation  of  the  mass.  Pro- 
between  its  maternal  face  and  the  uterus,  fessor  Bums  mentions  a  case  in  which  the 
as  before  directed ;  it  must  be  carried  over  placenta  was  retained  four  days,  and  a  fa- 
the  whole  surface  of  the  mass,  to  ascer-  tal  termination  ensued,  although  the  cur- 
tain that  no  part  remains  adherent,  and  face  morbidly  adherent  was  not  larger 
when  we  have  embraced  it  all  within  our  than  a  shilling. 

grasp,  it  may  be  withdrawn.    The  uterus  As  a  general  principle,  the  larger  is  the 

will  most  probably  act  foreibly,  on  the  in-  surface  detached  from  the  uterus  the  more 

troduction  of  the  hand  into  its  cavity,  and  copious  will  be  the  haemorrhage,  because 

expel  it  and  the  placenta  together.  the  greater  is  the  number  of  vessels  opened ; 

You  may  suppose  that  cases  will  occa-  and  if  the  adhesion  be  entire,  the  sangui- 

sionally  happen  in  which  we  cannot  in-  neous  appearance  will  be  but  very  trifling ; 

troduce  the  hand  for  the  removal  of  the  no  blood  flowing,  indeed,  out  of  the  vessels 

placenta  aAer  the  child's  birth.    It  is  pos-  in  connexion  with  the  placenta,  and  all 

sible,  certainly,  that  the  uterus  may  take  that  is  lost  being  afibraed  by  the  small 

upon  itself  such  violent  contraction  imme-  arteries  which  communicated  with  the  de- 

diately,  as  to  offer  an  insuperable  barrier  ciduous  membrane, 

to  the  passage  of  the  hand ;  but  I  never  Whenever  half  an  hour  or  an  hour  has 

met  wiih  a  case  of  this  kind  when  the  elapsed  since  the  birth,  without  the  ap- 

operation  had  not  been  delayed  much  be-  pearance  of  any  sanguineous  discharge, 

yond  the  limit  I  have  assigned  for  onr  while  at  the  same  time  three  or  four  smart 

passive  treatment.     I  never  saw  an  in-  uterine  contractions    have    taken    place, 

stance,  within  a  few  hours  after  the  birth,  we  may  begin  to  suspect  not  only  that  the 
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placenta  is  morbidly  adherent,  bnt  that  loose  in  the  Taffioa,  and  we  may  tmee  it 

throughont  its  whole  extent ;  because,  if  passing  through  the  ot  nteri,  and  find 

any  part  of  the  placenta  were  separated,  another  part  adherent  tothentems  witidn. 

some  Tessels  mast  be  rendered  patulous.  This  state  can  hardly  indeed  exist,  vnleas 

This  is  certainly  a  rare  case,  but  it  has  the  attachment  had  oeen  originally  mndli 

happened  to  me  two  or  three  times  to  meet  lower  than  is  usual ;  but  when  it  does 

with  H.  occur,  it  may  be  the  cause  of  much  em- 

The  intensity  Taries  in  degree  as  much  barrassment,  and,  if  not  understood,  of 

as  the  extent :  it  is  sometimes  so  Alight,  great  danger.    So  long  as  any  portion  of 

tiiat,  notwithstanding  the  uterine  powers  the  mass  remains  eonnected  by  movbid  or- 

cannot accomplish theexpulsion of themass,  oanization  with  the  uterine  mrfeee,  so 

yet  it  may  be  separated  by  the  hand  with  long  any  attempts  to  remo?e  it  by  traction 

the  greatest  ease;  in  others,  again,  the  adhe-  at  the  cord,  or  even  by  pullin|f  at  the  pis. 

sion  is  so  strong  that  it  is  impossible  lo  centa  itself,  must  be  in  the  highest  degree 

giel  the  placenta  off  from  its  attachment  hazardous ;  and  for  this  reason  I  have,  on 

ere  is  a  case  [presenting  a  preparation]  a  former  occasion,  cautioned  yon  not  to 

where  a  portion  of  the  placenta  was  so  attempt  its  removal  by  the  agency  of  the 

firmly  attached  to  the  uterine  surface,  that  funis,  until  not  only  the  insertion  of  the 

itcouldnotbyanymeans  be  removed;  nay,  cord   can   be   easily   distinguished, — ^not 

I  have  opened  more  than  one  body  where  only  the   bulk  of  the  placenta  can  be 

a  part  of  the  placenta  was  left  adherent  clearly  felt,  but  its  general  body  can  be 

to  the  uterus,  and  where,  on  making  a  lon>  completely  surrounded  by  the  nnser,  in* 

gitudinal  section  of  the  oi^gans,  and  exa-  troduced  as  in  a  common  examination, 

mining  the  cut  edges,  I  could  not  deter-  The  management  of  the  case  I  am  suppoa- 

mine  the  boundary  line  between  the  ute-  inv  must  be  conducted  on  exactly  the  same 

rus  and  the  placenta ;  so  that  you  may  principles  as  if  the  whole  organ  was  shut 

imagine  the  aifficulty  which  must  some-  up  within  the  uterine  cavity, 
times  be  experienced  in  attempting  to  re-        I  have  said  that  I  consiaer  this  moibid 

move   the   mass   when  adherent     This  adhesion  is  produced  by  the  formation  of 

state  of  morbid  union,  however,  is,  in  my  a  ftesh  membrane,  in  consequence  of  in- 

opinion,  not  so  frequent  as  is  generally  flammatory  action  existing  in  the  uteres; 

supposed :  the  placenta  is  more  often  re-  and  I  will  now  give  you  my  reasons  for 

tained  by  a  want  of  action,  or  by  irregular  that  opinion.    In  the  fixst  place,  we  find 

contraction  in  the  uterine  fibres,  than  by  adhesion  of  the  placenta  more  fivquent 

positive  adhesion.  among  the  lower  classes  than  in  the  higgler 

This,  indeed,  may  not  be  the  case  in  circles ;  and  this  is  easily  explained  upon 
the  practice  of  those  who  have  received  the  sreater  liability  of  the  poor  to  such 
a  proper  medical  education,  and  who  accidents  during  pregnancy  as  are  likely 
have  thought  the  study  of  the  obstetric  to  induce  inflammation  in  the  uterine 
department  of  the  science  worth  cultivat-  structure,  which  may  terminate  in  the  ag- 
ing; because  such«  men,  impressed  with  glutination  of  the  two  snrfiices  together, 
the  dangers  of  hurrying  the  extraction  of  I  have  often  myself  known  adhesion 
the  body  after  the  head's  expulsion,  and  of  the  placenta  follow  an  injury  during 
the  impropriety  of  meddlesome  inter-  gestation ;  and  I  have  frequentiy  inquired 
ference,  would  allow  nature  to  terminate  of  my  patient,  after  having  removed  an 
the  delivery  unaided,  and  would  thus  act  adherent  placenta,  whether  she  has  suf- 
in  the  best  manner  to  ensure  the  most  fered  pain  in  the  belly  during  preg- 
perfect  and  regular  contraction  of  the  nancy,  and  her  reply  has  veiy  usually 
womb.  But  under  the  hands  of  women,  been,  "  Yes,  just  where  your  hand  was,*' 
or  persons  bnt  partially  educated,  I  have  —my  hand,  for  the  purpose  of  the  sepm- 
found  the  cases  of  more  simple  retention  ration,  having  been  carried  to  the  part 
outweigh  in  number  those  of  morbid  where  agglutination  had  taken  place, 
adhesion.  From  observing,  then,   that  the  patient. 

When  called  upon  to  8CT>arate  an  adhe-  while  pregnant,  has  had  a  fall,  or  received 

rent  placenta,  we  may  find   the  uterus  a  blow;  that  she  has  experienced  pain, 

flabby  and  uncontracted,  or  it  may  have  evidently  the  result  of  inflammation, — I 

embraced  the  mass  more  or  less  tightly,  think  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  morbid 

It  is  most  usual  for  a  contracted  state  to  union    is   the    effect  of  the  same  kind 

exist  in  conjunction  with  morbid  adhe-  of  action  in  the  vessels  of  the  uterus  as 

sion,  because  the  probability  is  that  the  occasions    the  formation  of  false  mem* 

uterus  will  have  made  some  efforts  to  ex-  branes  in  other  parts  of  the  body;  and  I 

pel  it,  and  not  being  able  to  protrude  it  see  no  reason  to  believe  otherwise.    I  do 

from  its  cavity,  it  will  have  closed  u^n  it.  not  mean  to  state  that  adhesion  wiU  be 

We  shall  also  sometimes  meet  with  it  met  with  in  every  case  where  pain  in  the 

partially  extruded   from  the  uterine  ca-  uterus  exists   during  gestation,   because 

vity,  and  a  greater  or  less  portion  lying  that  pain  may  be  spasmodic  or  neuralgic. 
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and  not  the  effect  of  inflammatorv  action :  flammation  is  tibe  primary,  and  effasion  of 
besides,  the  whole  structure  of  the  organ  lymph  the  secondary  effect, 
need  not  be  the  subject  of  the  disease,  When  all  these  circumstances  are  con- 
even- were  it  inflammatory:  the  lining  mem-  sidered  in  conjunction,  there  can  be  little 
brane  may  possibly  escape :  even  should  doubt  that  the  morbid  change  occasioning 
the  mucous  membrane  be  implicated,  the  adhesion  of  the  placenta  is  to  be  referred 
affection  may  be  situated  in  a  part  remote  to  excitement  of  the  uterine  vessels  as 
from  the  implantation  of  the  placental  the  immediate  agents,  and  not  to  the  fcetal 
mass,  and  consequently  no  change  can  be  system, 

expected  to  occur  at  that  particular  spot.  We  may  suspect  that  morbid  adhesion 

Again,  let  us  suppose  that  the  very  point  exists  if  after  the  birth  of  the  child  the 

at  which  the  foetal  organ  is  attachea  has  placenta  does  not  descend,  although  the 

become  the  seat  of  injury  and  subsequent  uterus  continues  moderately  active;  and 

inflammation,  still  it  is  evident  that  reso-  if,  on  putting    the  funis  rather  on  the 

lution  may  occur,— that  effusion  of  l^ph  stretch,  and  then  letting  it  suddenly  go, 

need  not  take  plaice,  and  that  no  difiiculty  it  springs  up  with  a  sort  of  jerk :  but  we 

may  arise  in  the  labour;  so  that  there  are  can  only  positively  detect  the  true  nature 

a  great  many  chances  against  the  produc-  of  the  case  when  the  hand  is  in  the  uterus 

tion  of  the  effect  I  am  describing.  for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  mass. 

My  belief,  however,  that   this  morbid  Treatment, — The  removal  is  to  be  con- 

■adhesion  is  caused  by  inflammation  of  the  ducted  on  exactly  the  same  principles  as 

'lining  membrane  of  the  uterus,  is  also  I  before  mentioned.    The  hand  is  to  be 

strengthened  bv  having  observed  this  state  carried  up  to  the  placenta ;  ^e  are  to  seek 

occasionally    follow    accidental   hsemor-  for  an  edge  which  has  been  separated,  and 

rhages  towards  the   close  of  pregnancy,  is  lying  loose ;  insinuate  the  fingers  cau- 

Cases  are  not  unfrequently  met  with  in  tiously  between  this  and  the  uterine  sur- 

which  two  or  three  eruptions  of  blood  face;  and    by  gently  moving  the  hand 

having  taken  ^  place,  consequent  on  some  backwards  and  forwards  with  a  sawing 

external  and  easily  assignable  cause,  the  kind  of  motion, — keeping  the  palm  to- 

hadmorrhage  gradually   ceases,   and  does  wards  the  placenta,  and  the  knuckles  next 

not  return;  but,  under  labour, adhesion  of  the   uterus, — we  continue  the  separation 

the  placenta  is  aiscovered.  until  we  find  that  we  have  encompassed 

I  presume,  under  such  circumstances,  the  whole  of  the  oigan,  and  that  it  drops 
that  the  cessation  of  the  discharge  de-  loose  into  our  hand :  or  if  the  adhesion  be 
pends  upon  an  agglutination  of  the  pla-  too  firm  to  give  way  to  this  mode  of  pro- 
oenta  with  the  uterus;  nor  is  the  expla-  ceeding,  we  may  often  succeed  in  removing 
nation  difficult  The  two  surfaces  remain  the  whole  by  cautiously  working  with 
in  contact,  though  not  attached,  having  each  finger  separately. 
been  separated  from  each  other  by  some  Either  of  these  methods  is  by  far  pre- 
aocidental  cause;  and,  to  prevent  a  con-  ferable  to  that  recommended  by  Dr.  Ha- 
tinuance  of  bleeding,  and  to  save  life,  milton,— expanding  the  fingers  over  the 
nature  makes  a  strenuous  effort ;  inflam-  fcetal  surface,  and  squeezing  the  edges  to- 
mation  is  set  up  in  the  membrane  of  the  wards  the  centre;— because,  if  the  avgluti- 
womb,  by  which  the  placenta  is  glued  to  nation  be  firm,  we  are  very  likely  to  break 
the  uterine  snrface,  and  thus  the  open  the  placenta,  and  leave  filaments  still  ad- 
vessels  are  permanently  closed.  Such  a  herent  The  principal,  and  indeed  the 
change  is  not  more  extraordinary  than  only  objection  to  the  plan  I  adopt,  is  the 
many  of  the  contrivances  to  avert  dan^r,  cluuice  of  bruising,  scratching,  or  slightly 
which  we  observe  nature  daily  practise,  tearing  the  uterine  membrane  with  the 
and  quite  in  accordance  with  the  mode  she  points  of  the  fingers,  the  nails,  or  the 
generally  adopts  to  repair  injuries.  Knuckles;  and  no  doubt,  if  the  nails  be 

Moreover,  I  have  had  occasion  to  notice,  Iqn^,  pointed,  or  rough,  at  their  extre- 
in  an  early  part  of  the  course,  that  disease  m'ities,  or  the  operation  be  performed  bur- 
sometimes  takes  place  in  the  placenta  ridly  or  inconsiderately,  such  accidents 
itself.  Occasionally  the  mass  oeoomes  are  very  likely  to  happen;  hot  I  take  it 
studded  with  tubercular  formations,  like  for  grranted  t^at  due  caution  will  be  used, 
small  scirrhous  glands:  sometimes  there  and  I  am  myself  not  aware  of  ever  having 
ajte  spicttlie  or  granules  of  bone  strewed,  inflicted  injury  under  the  operation, 
as  it  were,  over  the  maternal  surface,  The  hand  should  not  be  withdrawn 
and  sometimes  the  organ  becomes  almost  from  the  uterus  until  the  entire  separation 
cartilaginous  throughout;  at  others,  unna-  is  effected,  and  we  must  be  most  particular 
torally  soft;— these  states  being freouently  in  removing  every  particle  of  the  mass, 
connected  with  adhesion  under  labour.  I  know  that  to  get  it  all  away  is  some- 
It  is  fair  to  presume,  then,  that  the  uterine  times  impracticable,  owing  to  the  strensth 
membrane  is  excited  and  irritated  by  con-  of  the  adhesion ;  but  such  cases  are  tor- 
tact  with  the  diseased  mass,  and  that  in-  tunately  rare.    I  know,  also,  that  we  are 
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told  by  some  anthoritief  of  great  weight,  state  of  the  ntenis  in  resisting  the  intiw- 

that  should  the  placenta  break  under  the  duction  of  the  hand,  hot  prindpalljr  the 

action  of  the  hand,  we  are  not  to  nse  much  degree  of  its  adhesion,  both  in  extent  and 

effort  to  procnre  it  all,  bnt  remove  what  intensity;  so  that  we  have  a  combination 

we  can,  and  leave  the  remainder.    I  can.  of  difficulties  only  to  be  overcome  by  the 

not  help  thinking  that  such  a  doctrine  is  most  judicious  management,  and  not  to 

highly  dangerous,  by  impressing  the  stn-  be  undertaken  except  by  one  who  has  ae- 

dent  with  the  belief  that  in  many  cases  its  quired  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the 

entire  separation  is  impossible,  and  per>  structure  of  the  parts, 
haps  bv  lulling  him  into  a  fatal  careless-        Although,  when  the  hemorrhage  is  oa- 

ness.    \l  would  be  my  wish,  on  the  con-  pious,  the  manual  removal  of  the  placenta 

trary,  to  inculcate  the  idea  that  the  whoU  is  the  only  means  to  which  we  can  tniat 

can  very  generally,  and  ought,  even  at  the  for  the  closure  of  the  uterine  cavity,  and 

expense  of  some'trouble,  to  be  removed ;  the  suppression  of  the  discharge,  still,  if 

and  that  we  should  never  feel  satisfied  the  patient  be  lying  under  a  state  of  syn- 

that  i^e  have  done  our  duty,  unless  we  cope,  it  would  be  unwise  to  empty  the  nte- 

have  used  our  best  endeavours  to  effect  its  rus  until  the  system  had  somewhat  laliied, 

entire  abstraction.    The  recommendation  lest  the  organ  be  lell  in  a  flaccid  conditioD, 

J^iven  by  those  practitioners  who  think  dif-  and  on  the  restoration  of  the  heart's  ac- 
crently  with  myself,  is  founded  on  the  sup.  tion  a  fresh  and  more  violent  eruption 
position  that  more  danger  will  accrue  by  should  ensue;  for  it  cannot  be  too  strongly 
our  attempts^at  separating  the  strongly-  or  too  frequently  impressed  on  your  minda, 
adherent  portions  than  by  leaving  some  that  the  removal  of  the  placenta  is  not  onr 
filaments  behind.  From  some  practical  only  object,  but  that  our  principal  atten- 
observation,  however,  I  am  nersuaded  tion  should  be  directed  to  producing  a  firm 
that  very  Tew  states  after  delivery  are  and  permanent  state  of  oontiaction  in  the 
fhiught  with  such  extreme  peril  as  that  uterus  itself.  Gooch,  indeed,  used  to  de- 
in  which  any  portion  of  the  placenta  re-  clare,  "  he  could  positively  assert  from 
mains  adherent  to  the  uterine  surface ;  experience,  that  the  organ  would  contract 
and  I  believe,  also,  both  that  the  uterine  even  during  syncope;"  but  he  acknow- 
membrane  is  not  so  liable  to  serious  in-  ledged  its  action  under  such  circumstancea 
jury  as  has  been  supposed,  and  that,  if  was  feeble.  I  do  not  mean  to  deny  the 
injured,  it  possesses  great  powers  of  repa-  possibility  of  contraction  occurring  under 
ration  within  itself:  and  for -these  reasons  a  temporary  suspension  of  the  vital  fnnc- 
I  consider  it  mv  dntjr  strongly  to  enforce  tions ;  but  T  am  perfectly  persuaded  that, 
the  practice  I  have  just  ventured  to  ad-  in  the  generality  of  such  cases,  we  should 
vocate.  On  examining  the  placenta,  also,  be  disapnointed  in  our  expectation;  and  I 
after  its  removal,  if  a  large  proportion  be  am  eqaaHly  convinced,  that  the  safest  plan 
wanting,  I  think  it  better  to  attempt  to  is  that  I  have  just  advised.  The  exhibi- 
remove  it  immediately,  under  the  employ,  tion  of  stimuli,  then,  may  become  neces^ 
ment  of  the  utmost  tenderness,  than  to  sary  to  rouse  the  torpid  energies  before  the 
leave  it  to  be  expelled,  to  putrifV,  to  be-  operation  is  undertaken, 
come  perhaps  the  nucleus  for  hydatid  for-  Another  cause  impeding  the  easy  re- 
mations,  or  to  the  chance  of  its  absorption,  moval  of  the  placenta  from  the  uterus,  will 
I  have  recommended,  for  the  reasons  as-  be  found  in  a  contracted  state  of  the  pelvic 
signed  when  treating  of  transverse  presenta-  apertures.  The  pelvis  I  hold  in  my  hand 
tions,  that  the  left  hand  shoo  Id  be  emploved  belonged  to  a  woman  whom  I  delivered  by 
in  the  operation  under  ctmsideration :  other  perforating  the  skull,  in  the  Workhouse  of 
practitioners  of  experience  prefer  the  right  Bethnalgreen.  Immediately  the  child  waa 
withMerriman;  and  others,  again  (as  Ingle,  born,  a  profuse  hemorrhage  took  place, 
by),introducetheright  if  the  placenta  be  at-  not  to  be  arrested  by  pressure,  or  the  ap. 
tached  towards  the  back  part  of  the  organ,  plication  of  cold;  and  I  was  induced  to 
and  the  left  if  forward ;  and  they  judge  of  pass  my  hand  into  the  utenis  for  the  witb- 
pie  situation  of  the  mass  by  the  direction  drawal  of  the  placenta.  Having  separated 
in  which  the  funis  runs  upwards  into  the  it  fVom  its  attachmt>nt,— for  it  was  par- 
cavity.  I  am  not  satisfied  that  it  is  al-  tially  adherent, — and  embraced  it  within 
ways,  or  indeed  generally,  possible  to  tell  my  grasp,  I  found,  as  yon  may  easily 
whether  the  placenta  be  connected  ante-  see,  that  I  could  not  bring  my  closed 
riorly  or  posteriorly,  by  tracing  the  funis  up  hand  through  the  brim,  in  consequence 
to  the  pelvic  brim;  and  under  every  diver-  of  its  diminished  capacity.  I  was  com* 
sity  of  attachment,  I  am  myself  in  the  pelled,  therefore,  to  rolax  my  hold,  to 
habit  of  using  the  left.  withdraw  my  hand  open,  and  trast  to  the 

You  must  be  already  prepared  for  the  funis  for  the  extraction  of  the  placenta, 
observation,  that  the  didicultv  in  removing        A  morbid  union  appears  occasionally, 

an  adherent  placenta  will   be  dependent  though  very  seldom,  to  take  place  between 

upon   two  causes;  partly  the  contracted  the  foetal  membranes  and  the decidua,  or 
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the  uterine  tarface,  at  a  grater  or  less  dig-  pain,  but  not  of  an  acute  character,  in 
taoce  fVom  the  point  of  placental  attach-  the  right  iliac  region,  which  commenced 
ment;  and  if  such  an  adhesion  be  to  any  about  the  period  of  quickening,  and  con- 
considerable  extent,  it  may  prevent  the  tinned,  rising  however  in  situation,  more 
occlusion  of  the  plsioenta  from  the  uterine  or  less,  till  the  term  of  gestation  was 
cavity,  and  consequently  be  the  cause  of  a  nearly  completed.  In  both  those  labours 
retention  of  the  mass.  We  should  not,  i  there  existed  a  morbidly  adherent  pla- 
priari,  suppose  that  agglutination,  by  the  centa,  and  considerable  hsemorrhage  took 
deposition  of  coagulable  lymph,  would  oc-  place.  Under  the  last  pregnancy,  also, 
cur  between  the  uterine  membrane  and  the  the  same  kind  of  pain  returned  about  the 
chorion,  flrom  the  great  dissimilarity  of  their  same  period,  and  sne  became  apprehensive 
tissues ;  but  I  am  persuaded  I  have  known  that  tne  same  mischance  woula  attend  her 
three  or  four  instances  in  which  such  an  labour.  Although  rather  of  a  cachectic 
adhesion  impeded  the  descent  of  the  pla-  habit,  I  advised  low  diet,  and  the  abstrac- 
centa  into  tne  vagina.  The  case  must  be  tion  of  a  small  quantity  of  blood;  and 
treated,  in  every  respect,  on  the  principles  with  some  difficulty  persuaded  her  to  per- 
already  laid  down,  and  the  separation  is  mit  it.  The  pain  soon  disappeared,  did 
genenJly  not  difficult  to  be  effected.  not  return,  and  her  labour  was  in  every 
It  is  a  remark  made  by  most  practical  respect  natural.  I  have  little  doubt  that 
men,  that  some  women  seem  constitution-  a  low  degree  of  inflammation  existed  in 
ally  subject  to  an  adhesion  of  the  placenta ;  the  uterus  itself,  which  would  probably 
so  that  this  cause  of  danger  exists  in  al-  have  terminated  in  the  effusion  of  lymph, 
most  every  successive  pregnancy;  and  I 

have  mvself  known  aevenu  examples  of    

this  nnfortnnate  peculiarity.    It  becomes, 

then,  a  point  of  some  importance  to  ascer-  EXPERIMENTS 
tain  whether,  by  any  means  applied  during 

gestation,  the  danger  might  not  be  obvi-  ^^  ^>** 

ated.    Quietude,  rest,  regular  attention  to  RELATION  WHICH  SUBSISTS  BE- 

the  action  of  the  bowels,  an  unstimulating  „.„„„^t  ,«„«  ^r^n^ww^T^r^  ^r^  mx*n 

diet,   and   the  occasional  abstraction  df  TWEEN  THE  NUMBER  OF  THE 

blood— particularly  if  the  circulation  be  PULSE  AND  THE  VELOCITY  OF 

hurried,  or  a  fixed  pain  shew  itself  at  the  THE     CIRCULATION     OF     THE 

lower  part  of  the  abdomen— seem  to  offer  BLOOD 
the  best  chance  of  success.    With  regard 

to  bleeding  under  pregnancy,  I  am  cer-  Br  Professor  Herino, 

tainly  averse  to  it,  unless  there  exist  some  of  the  R0711I  VeterinBry  School,  Stutt^rt. 

grave  occasion ;  and  as  a  principle,  do  not  ,         ,    ^         _     > 

coincide  with  those  practitioners  who  have  TramUud   and   ahrUiged  from    TiedemannH 

frequent  recourse  to  the  lancet  to  prevent  Zeittehnftfur  PhyMwlogUy  b.  v.  h.  1. 

flooding  in  labour,  where  the  uterus  is  con-  gy  j)ii.  Arrowsmith. 
stitutionally  disposed  to  relax  after  the 
birth  of  the  child :  because,  in  such  svs- 

tems,  the  powers  of  life  arc  generally  Several  rears  affo  Professor  Herine 
weak,  the  habit  is  relaxed,  and  not  in  a  p„blUhcd  an  exp?rimenul  essay  in  the 
Twr^b^^oS  ZJ;X^1'^^  Siird  volume  of  Wiedemann's  pLsiolo- 
is  not  unfrequently  the  ca^e  under  preg-  gicalJournal,  on  the  velocitjr  of  the  cir- 
nancy-the  lancet  may  be  advantage-  culation  of  the  blood  and  secretion, 
ously  employed  for  the  object  in  ques-  I"  wat  paper  he  contented  himself,  as 
tion:  and  if  undue  determination  to  re^rds  the  distribution  of  the  blood, 
any  particular  organ  exist,  bleeding  with  the  very  unexpected  result  of  a  far 
is  even  more  necessary  than  in  the  un-  grater  velocity  of  the  cireulation  than 
impregnated  state;  for  it  is  a  com-  physiologfists  had  been  previously  aware 
mon  observation  both  that  inflammatory  of.  In  horses,  for  instance,  the  time  re- 
disease  runs  on  to  iU  termination  more  qui^d  for  the  circulation  of  the  blood 
spccdilv  during  gestation,  and  that  the  ti,roujrh  the  anterior  half  of  the  body 
loss  of  more  >lood   is  required    for  its  and  the  pulmonary  organs,  was  found  to 


The  plaamuu  Tattended"a  ladf  of'her  accurately  determine"  the  relation  sub- 
fourth  child,  who,  in  her  second  and  third  sisting  between  the  rate  of  pulsation 
pregnancy,   was  the  subject  of  a  fixed    of  the  heart  and  arteries  and  the  velo- 
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city  with  wLicb  the  blood  circulated  This  opinion,  however,  if  we  refer  to 
tlm)u^b  the  bodj.  On  these  points  he  the  experiments,  the  results  of  which 
instituted  the  present  series  of  experi-  are  exhibited  in  the  Table  subjoined,  is 
nients,  by  means  of  which  the  remain-  found  to  be  no  longer  tenable.  Accord- 
ing circumstances  also,  which  might  in-  ing>  to  this  Table,  the  absence^  of  anj 
fluence  the  results,  as  the  state  ofnealth  coincidence  between  the  pulsation  (the 
and  strength,  the  respiration,  &c.  could,  accelerated  pulsation  particularly)  of  the 
at  the  same  time,  be  more  accurately  heart  and  arteries,  and  the  velocity  of 
noted.  the  motion  of  the  blood,  is  very  striking. 

These  experiments,  40    in  number.        In  Professor  Hering^s  former  expert- 

were  performed,  as  in  the  former  series,  meuts,  the  normal  velocity  of  the  onctt- 

on  horses ;  as,  in  consequence  of  their  lation  of  the  blood  in  healthy  borscss, 

familiarity  with  man,  impedimenta  on  with  the  pulse  and  respiration  tranouil, 

the  part  of  the  animal  could  be  more  appeared  to  be  from  20-25  seconds,  which 

easily     obviated.      The    horses    were  period  is  confirmed  in  jgfeneral  by  the 

simply  held  by  a  halter  or  snaffle-bridle  ])resent  series  of  expenments.    But  if 

in  an  open  place,  and  all  other  restraint  we  make  allowance  for  peculiarities  of 

or  disquietude  avoided.    The  details  of  age,  size,  i^c.  and  extend  the  period  to 

these  experiments,  with  the  remarks  on  30  seconds,  then  may  we  confidently 

them,  occupy  thirty-six  pages  of  Tiede-  say,  tliat  in  a  healthy  strong  horse,  in  a 

mann's  Journal ;  but  the  abstract  now  state  of  rest,  the  blood  passes  through 

presented  to  the  reader  exhibits  all  the  the  (anterior  or  posterior)  half  of  the 

important  facts  elicited  by  the  inquiry,  body  and  the  pulmonary  organs  within 

It  is  necessary  to  premise,  that  the  20-30  seconds, 
test  employed   by  Hering  to  indicate        Rapid  excitement  of  the  rascularsys- 

the  rate  of  movement  of  the  mass  of  tem,  by  the  iigection  into  the  veins  of 

blood  was  the  ferro-prussiate  of  potass,  veratria,  alcohol.  Sec,  was  found  to  in- 

A  solution  of  this  substance  in  water  crease  the  pulse  two  or  three-fold  in 

was  injected  into  the  jugular  vein  on  some  instances,  but  did  not  accelerate 

one  side ;  and  the  jugular  vein  on  the  the  circulation  of  the  blood.    In  like . 

opposite  side  being  opened  at  the  same  manner,   blood-letting  accelerated  the 

time,  the  blood,  as  it  flowed,  was  tested  pulse,  but  not    the  movement  of  the 

every  five  seconds ;  and  the  moment  at  blood ;    indeed,    it    rather  retarded   it. 

which  the  presence  of  the  ferrcK-prussiate  Tetanus,  meningitis,  and  mortification 

of  potass  was  denoted  in  this  blood,  in-  of  the  intestines,  retarded  the  circulation 

dicated  the  period  in  which  the  blood  from  5  to  10  seconds ;  and  the  same  tc- 

performed  one  circulation  through  the  suit  was  observed  in  an  animal  aflfected 

anterior  half  of  the  body  and  the  pulmo-  with  torpor.    Respiration  has,  without 

naiT  organs.  doubt, an  important  influence  on  the  cir- 

The  Table  annexed,  which  exhibits  culation  of  the  blood;  but  an  increased 
the  results  of  the  experiments,  is  a  trans-  number  of  inspirations  does  not  bring  a 
lated  transcri{)t  from  the  original, —  corresponding  acceleration  of  the  circu- 
with  the  addition,  however,  of  the  two  lation;  in  some  experiments,  on  the  con- 
columns  which  indicate  the  state  of  the  trarjr,  insniration  retarded  it.  Afier  the 
pulse  and  respiration  of  the  animal  be-  section  or  the  spinal  marrow  at  the  form- 
fore  the  commencement  of  the  experi-  menmagnum(£xp.7),breathingsuddenly 
ment.  This  addition,  derired  from  the  ceased,  whilst  the  heart  and  arteries eoo- 
detaUed  observations  in  the  original  tinned  to  beat  some  minutes.  The  cir- 
paper,  will,  it  is  presumed,  render  the  culation  was  delayed  to  45-50  seconds, 
tabular  results  more  explicit  and  com-  After  the  pulse  stopped,  the  circulation 
plete.  ceased  also.     In  microscopic  examina. 

Thataccelerated  pulsation  of  the  heart  tion  it  has  been  observed,  on  the  other 

and  arteries  is  always  accompanied  by  a  hand,  that  for  some  time  after  apparent 

corresponding  increased  velocity  of  the  death,  an  irregular  motion  of  the  blood 

circulation  of  the  blood  was,  till  now,  was  visible  in  the  vessels ;  and  in  the 

an  almost  universal  opinion ;  and  if  we  detailed  account  of  the  29th  Experi- 

assume,   with  some  modem  physiolo-  ment,  it  is  stated  that,  afler  the  arteries 

gists,  that  the  heart  is  the  only  motive  had  ceased  to  beat,  the  blood  continued 

power    of  the    blood,   the    conclusion  to  flow  from  the  maxillary' artery,  but 

would  be  inevitable.  without  pulsation.  [After 
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No.  of 

Ezperl. 

menta. 


2 
3 
4 


5 


6 

7 


8 

9 

10 

U 
12 
13 

14 
15 
16 
17 

18 
19 
20 
21 
22 

23 

21 
25 

26 

27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 

33 
34 

35 
36 
37 

38 

39 
40 


Oenerftl  State 
of  the 


Healthy 


Ditto   

Extremely  weak 
Healthy 


Ditto 
Ditto 


No.  of 

the 

PuUe 

before 

the 

£xperl* 

meat. 


Broken -winded 


Healthy 

Very  weak  .... 
Healthy 

Very  weak  .... 
Emaciated  .... 
Healthy 


Feeble . . 
Healthy 
Ditto   .. 
Pleuritis 


Healthy 

Ditto    

Ditto    

Broken-winded 


48 

40 
80 
48 


44 
56 
44 


32 
40 
34 


56 
36 


No.  of 
Inspire- 

tlone 

before 
Experf- 

inent. 


8 

10 
12 
16 


10 


36 


48 
48 
28 
36 


12 
14 

Tranquil 


Tranquil 


Pulse 
accelerated  bj 


40— 50  Tranquil 
36        Ditto 
72  20 


Natural 
Ditto 

12 

24 


•  Veratria  injected 

into  Tein. 
Ditto   

.  a  •  • 

f  Ammonia  inject- 
ed into  the  rein, 
and  by  exercise. 

{Sp.of  Camph.  in- 
jected into  7ein. 

Bloodletting  to  10 
lbs. 

K  illed  by  section  of 
the  spinal  mar- 
row at  occipital 
foramen. 
.  •  ■  • 

Bleeding  to  15  lbs. 

§  Alcohol  injected 
into  vein. 

Exercise 

Bleeding  to  20  lbs. 

Exertion 

II  Inj.  of  Ammonia 


• .  • . 

.  a  .   • 

.  .  a  . 
■  .  a  . 
a  a  a  . 


Tetanus;  broken- winded  before; 
36—40  lbs. 

Inflam.  of  Brain 

Feeble 

Same  animal  30 
hours  after. 

Colic ;  mortifica- 
tion. 

Healthy 

Ditto    

Weak 

Ditto    

VciT  weak  .... 

Weak 


a  . 

•  • 

60 

.  a 

12-15 

80 

16 

40 

12 

40 

12 

64 

Tranquil 

32 

Ditto 

68 

Ditto 

48 

Slow,  la- 

boured 

56 

12 

had  been  bled  to 


^  Inj.  of  Ammonia 


Bleeding  to  14  lbs. 


.... 

...  a 
*  a  a  . 

...  a 


Torpor 

Same  animal  killed  4  days  after, 
water  into  reins. 


Weak  a. 

Ditto       a, 

Weaker 


Ditto 


Broken-winded 
Ditto    


40 
40 
40 

38 

40 
40 


10-12 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 

20 
30 


by  iigecting  warm 


*•  Morphia  inject- 
ed into  Tcin. 
f  f  Inj.  of  Alcohol 


•  a  a  a 
...  a 


No.  of 
losptra- 
tlons 
during  the 
Experi- 
ment. 


Labori- 

OUSa 

Ditto 
12 


60 


12 
28 


40 
Tranquil 
Accele- 
rated 

20 
Laboured 
Tranquil 

20 

Tranquil 

Ditto 

12 

24 

68 

Slow 

12-15 

30,  pant 

ing. 

16  do. 

12 

Feeble 

Tranquil 

Ditto 

Ditto 


12,  labo 
rious. 

1012 
Ditto 


16,  labo 

rious. 

20 

30 


No.  of 
Pnlae 
during  the 
Experi- 
ment. 


64 

120    • 
80 
120-72 


64,  hard 

80-88 

Flutter- 
ing. 


32 

80 

64,  hard 

92-96 

56-68 

72 

96 
96,  full 
36-40 
72,  con- 
tracted 
48-52 

48 

28-36 

36-40 

60 

104112 

60 

120 

80,  small 

40 

80 

64 
32-36 
68-72 

56 

Ditto 


40 

Ditto 

38 

3640 

40 
Ditto 


Velocity 

of 

Circulation 

of 

Blood. 


Seeondt, 
25--30 

3^-35 
35—40 
50-55 


30—35 
20—25 
45—50 


25—30 
45—50 
35—40 

20—25 
35—40 
40—45 

20-25 
25—30 
30—35 
25—30 

15—20 
25—30 
40—45 
15—20 
30—35 

30—35 
15—20 
20-25 

30—35 

25-30 
25—30 
20—25 
20-25 
40—45 
30-35 

30—35 


35—40 
35—40 
35-40 

50—55 

20—25 
25-30 


The  notes  referred  to  in  this  Table  will  be  found  In  the  next  page. 
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After  these  and  many  other  similar  36-40  strolces  in  the  minute.    Accelera- 

remarks,  Professor  Herinfr  observes  that  tion  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood  in 

the  chief  results  of  his  numerous  experi-  horses,  in  more  than  sixty  expenments, 

ments  is  expressed  in  the  following  pro-  was  observed  but  three  times,  and  then 

position,  namely,   That  the  velocity  of  only  to  one-fourth  or  one-fiflh  of  the 

the  circulation  of  the  blood  bears  no  normal  velocity. 

definite  relation  to  the  velocity  of  the  If  we  set  down  the  normal  velocity  of 
mihe.  This  is  proved  in  the  two  follow-  the  circulation  to  be  20-30  seconds, 
m^  ways  :^-  then  the  greatest  degree  of  retardation 
Istly,  In  the  same  animal,  in  four  is  but  double  the  usual  time ;  which,  in 
different  experiments  (35,  36,  37,  38^,  fact,  is  not  important,  if  we  reflect  on 
the  pulse  being-  normal  in  each  expen-  the  diflerence  petween  a  stronf^  healthy 
ment,  the  velocity  of  the  circulation  of  animal  and  one  almost  exhausted  from 
the  blood  was,  m  three  experiments,  loss  of  blood,  mortification,  &c.  The 
35-40  seconds,  and  in  the  fourth,  50-55  living  body,  Heringf  thinks,  must  there- 
seconds,  fore  possess  a  means  of  reg-ulating-  with- 
2dly,  By  comparing  experiments  27  in  certain  limits,  the  vital  function  of 
and  28,  30  and  29,  35  and  3,  19  and  15,  the  circulation  of  the  blood. 
8  and  1,  39  and  6,  32  and  23,  16  and  26,  The  or^an  endowed  with  that  power, 
and  20  and  13,  the  pulse  will  be  seen  to  says  he,  is  the  heart ;  whose  alternate 
have  been  twice  as  quick  in  the  latter  contractions  and  dilatations  may  be 
instances  as  in  the  former,  but  the  veIo>  compared  to  the  pendulum  of  a  clock, 
city  of  the  circulation  was  equal  in  the  which  is  not,  as  it  appears  to  be  at  first 
respective  experiments.  Even  in  the  view,  the  cause  of  motion  in  the  clock,, 
experiments  in  which  the  pulse  was  ac-  but  the  means  of  regulating  and  reu- 
ceierated  three  times  the  usual  rate,  as  dering  uniform  its  rate  of  movement: 
is  seen  by  comparing  8  and  15,  16  and  and  like  as  the  appended  weight,  or  con- 
2,  30  and  14,  and  39  and  25,  the  velo-  cealed  ^ring,  urges  on  the  mechanism 
city  of  the  circulation  remained  the  oP  {he  clock,  sodoes^the  vital  principle 
same.  When  the  pulse  is  from  30  to  inherent  in  the  blood,  as  in  every  other 
40  in  a  minute,  the  blood  can  perform  living  part,  excite  it  to  action.  That 
its  circulation  in  15-520  seconds  (Exp.  the  proximate  cause  of  the  blood's  mo^ 
21);  but  it  may  require  50-55  seconds  tion  is  to  be  discovered  in  the  blood  it- 
(£xp.  28) :  and  when  the  pulse  was  self,  is  apparent  from  former  and  recent 
from  100  to  120,  the  circulation  was  per-  experiments ;  particularly  from  those  of 
formed  in  520-25  seconds;  but  (in  £x-  D611ingcr,0esterreicher,kaltenbruniier, 
per.  4)  the  pulse  being  the  same,  from  Baumgaartne];,  Burkhart,  and  otliers : 
50  to  55  seconds  were  required  to  com-  but  it  would  be  as  incorrect  to  overlook 
plete  it.  the  influence  of  the  heart,  as  it  was  er- 
^  The  extremes  in  the  rapidity  of  the  roneous  in  the  jatromathematic  school 
circulation  of  the  blood  were,  in  the  to  represent  that  organ  as  the  sole  cause 
foregoing  experiments,  15-20  and  50-55  of  the  motion  of  the  blood, 
seconds,  or  nearly  triple.  About  the  The  acceleration  or  retardation  of  the 
same  relation  occurs  in  the  number  of  circulation,  depends  primarily  on  the 
pulsations,  which,  by  the  means  pointed  vis  insita  of  the  blood  itself;  which 
out,  could  be  made  to  increase  three-  power,  in  disturbances  of  the  circula- 
fold.  Remarkable  slowness  of  the  pulse  tion,  appears  rather  to  diminish  than  to 
very  seldom  occurs  in  horses,  and  is  increase.  The  accelerated  contractions 
found  to  amount,  at  the  utmost,  to  one-  of  the  heart  maybe,  therefore,  regarded 
fourth  of  the  normal  number,  which  is  as  efforts  of  nature  (oftentimes,  indeed. 


*  2  drs.  of  tincture  of  veratria,  with   as  much  distilled  water,  was  injected.    The  tincture  was 
made  from  1  pU  of  rad.  veratr.  and  8  utt.  alcohol  (Sp.  Gr.  0*900). 

T  1  dr.  of  Uq.  aromon.  caust.  (0*972  Sp.  Gr.)  with  1  os.  of  water.  This  quantity  was  repeated 
three  times. 

t  Half  a  drachm  of  camphor  dlasolved  In  1  os.  of  rectified  npirlt  of  wine. 

I  8  OS.  of  alcohol  (0*900  Hp.  Gr)    This  quantity  was  twice  repepted. 

I  I  OS.  of  llq.  ammou'.  caustic.  (0'972  Sp.  Gr.)  with  1  os  of  water. 

il  Of  a  mixture  of  1  os.  of  liq.  animon.  (as  above)  and  2os.  of  water,  about  l-3d  was  Injected  Into 
the  vein. 

**  .S  gn.  of  pure  morphia  with  a  few  drops  of  diluted  sulphuric  acid,  dissolved  In  1^  os.  of  water. 

ft  6  OS.  of  diluted  alcohol,  taken  flrom  an  old  anatomical  preparation,  Sp.  Gr.  not  ascertained, 
wan  arst  Injected,  but  without  effect.  Afterwards,  2  drs.  of  spirit  of  camphor  and  I  ox.  of  alcohol 
(0-840  Sp.  Gr.) 
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insufficient)  to  reg^ulate  the  circulation.  on  the  comparative  merits 

Mr.  John  Bell,  Ion?  since,  announced  o- 

a  simUar  opinion.    *«  The  heart,"  says 

be.  "  is  rather  the  re^lator  than  the  DR-    BELLINGERPS   AND    SIR    C. 

prime  and  efficient  cause  of  the  ciicula-  'BELL'S  WRITINGS 

tion  ♦." 

An  appropriate  analog'j ;  for  the  ex- 
istence of  a  regulatings  power  over  the 

circulation  may  be  found   in    animal  cerebral  nerves. 

beat,  which   in  like  manner  is  main-  "^ 

Uined  within  certain  limits  by  the  vital  f^  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 
power  (von  dem  orsfamsmus) ;  and  al- 
though some  of  the  means  by  which  it  Sir, 

is  preserved  are  known  to  us^as  respi-  No  one  is  more  desirous  than  I  am  of 

ration,  covering  with  bad  conductors  of  giving  to  Sir  Charles  Bell  all  the  credit 

heat,  the    increase    or    dimmuUon    of  Be  justly  deserves  for  what  he  has  done 

graseons  secretions,  &c.— we  are,  never-  on  the  subject  of  the  nervous  system, 

thele^,  far  from  having    an    accurate  j  really  believe  that,  aOer  having  read 

knowledge  of  them  all.  his  «*  Jjea  of  a  New  Anatomy  of  the 

Finall;r:  whateverview,  says  Profes-  Brain,  submitted  for  the  observations  of 

sor  Hering,  with  regard  to  the  forces  his  friends,"  printed  in  1811,  although 

which  occasion  the  movements  of  the  merely  for  private  circulation  amongst 

blood,  may  receive  the  homage  of  phy-  them,  nobody  in  this  country,  where  he 

Biologists,  and  whatever  mterpretotion  publicly  professed  the  principles  therein 

may  be  put  on  the  r^ults  of  the  pre-  exposed,  can  deny  to  Sir  Charles  Bell 

ceding  experiments,  the  following  may  the  merit  of  having  opened  and  traced  a 

be  regarded  as  matters  of  fact:--  new  path,  leading  to  the  most  impor- 

1.  That  in  the  horse,  the  blood  passes  tant  inquiries  on  such  an  intricate  sub- 

from  the  jugular  vein  on  the  one  side  ject  as  that  of  the  nervous  system, 

to   the  heart,  and  through  the  lunsrs;  Still  it  is  certain  that  Sir  Charles  Beirs 

thence  to  the  heart  agaui ;   and  after-  "ttM/wWwAerf^racr  wasnot,norisnow, 

wards,  through  the  anterior  half  of  the  known  on  the  Continent,  or  at  an v  rate 

greater  circulation,  to  the  jugular  vein  i„  xtaly,  where  Bellingeri's  DisstH-tatio 

on  the  opposite  side,  m  an  interval  of,  (pa^ts  2d  and  3d  of  which  contain  the 

generally    sneaking,   from    twenty    to  Anatomy  and  Physiology  of  the  Fifth 

thirty  seconds.  and  Seventh  Pairs  of  Cerebral  Nerves) 

2.  That  the  number  of  the  pulse  m  a  ^as  published*  in  1818,  and  sent  in  the 
given  time,  furnishes  no  certain  cnte-  following  year,  1819,  by  the  author,  to 
rion  of  the  velocity  of  the  circulation  of  the  Royal  Society  of  London,  where,  I 
the  blood.                        /.,.,.  have  good  reason  to  believe,  it  remained 

3.  That  the  velocity  of  the  circulation  untouched  till  last  winter. 

of  the  blood   remains,   m  most  cases,  Qu  the  contrary.  Sir  Charies  BelPs 


nearly  in  its  normal  state,  uninfluenced     fi^t  memoir  "  On  the  Nerves,"  &c.  was 


,      ,  -     .         part  of  the  Philosophical  

occurrence ;  and  when  present,  exists  Jf  the  same  year.     The  fifth  pair  is 

only  in  a  slight  degree.       ^   ,      .      ,  there  considered,  in  common  with  those 

6.  That  the  retardation  of  the  circula-  of  the  spine,  as  a  symmetrical  nerve, 

tion,  observed  in  many  of  these  expen-  ^jth  double  origin,  and  a  ganglion  on 

ments,    amounted,    m     the    extremest  oi,e  of  its  roots,  and  endowed  with  both 

cases,  to  about  double  the  average  pe-  voluntary  motion  and  sensibility.— (See 

nod  (20-30  seconds) ;  m  general,  how-  Philosophical  Transactions,  1821,  page 

ever,  the  reUrdation  was  much  less.  404  \    .4  jf  the  fifth  nerve,  and  the  por- 

Coventry.  Aagnsi  4,  1834.  tio  oora  of  the  seventh  (says  the  author), 

be  both  exposed  on  the  face  of  a  living 


•  Essay  on  tbe  Forces  which  Circulate  the     animal,  there  will  not  remain  the  slight- 
Blood,  by  John  Bell*  1819.  est  doubt  in  the  mind   of  the  experi- 

^___  menter  which  of  these  nerves  bestows 

sensibility.    If  tbe  nerve  of  this  origi- 
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nal  class  be  divided,  the  skin  and  com-  of  the  same  neire.*'— (See  Sir  Charles 

mon  substance  is  deprived  of  sensibility;  Bell's  last  work  on  the  Nervous  Sjs. 

but  if  a  nerve  not  of  this  class  be  di-  tern,  psjBre  94.)    In  this  paper  only  we 

Tided,  it  in  no  measure  deprives  the  meet,  for  the  first  time,  with  an  article 

parts  of  their  sensibility  to  external  im*  on  the  motor,  or  manducatory  portion 

pression."— (/rf.  p.  406)            "     '       .  ®^  *^®  ^^^  nerve,  of  which  he  says, — 

Then,  when  speaking*  of  the  trigemi-  '*   Since   the  publication    of  m^   first 

nns,  or  fifth  pair,  the  author  goes  on  paper  this  inquiry  has  assumed  lapor- 

saying,   '*  In  all  animals  that  have  a  tance,  although  the  principal  facts  of 

stomach,  with  naloi  or  tentacula  to  em-  the  anatomy  were  known  to  Wrisberg', 

brace  their  fooa,  tne  rudiments  of  this  Santorini,    JPaletta*,    Prochaska,    and 

nerve  may  be  perceived ;"  *'  it  is  the  Soemmerrinff ;  but  in  no  author  is  tko 

nerve    of  taste,  and    of  the   salivary  anatomy  of  the  motor  portion  of  the 

fflands,  of  the  muscles  of  the  face  ana  nerve  traced  with  sufficient  minuteness^ 

jaws,  and   common  sensibility."     "  A  or  regard  to  the  distinct  uses  of  the 

ganglion  is  formed  upon  it,  near  its  ori-  muscular     and     sensitive     divisions^ " 

gin,  though  some  or  its  filaments  pass  (p.  100.)    And  farther  on  :•*"  The  form 

on  without  entering  into  the  ganglion,  of  the  fi flh,  and  its  resemblance  to  the 

Before  passing  out  of  the  skull,    the  spinal  nerves,  had  struck  some  of  the 

nerve  splits  into  three  great  divisions,  best  continental  anatomists;  hut  as  they 

which  are  sent  to  the  face,  jaws,  and  made  no  distinctions  in  the  functions  of 

tongue :  its  branches  go  minutely  into  the  roots  of  the  spinal  nerves^  so  neither 

the  skin,  and  enter  into  all  the  muscles,  did  they  imagine  any  difference  in  the 

and  they  are  especiall  v  profuse  to  the  roots  of  the  fifth  nerve,  and  therefore 

muscles  which  move  toe  lips  upon  the  no  consequence  resulted  from  having 

teeth."  (pp.  409, 410.)  observed  this  resemblance.     This  part 

In  conclusion,  when  speaking  df  the  of  anatomy^   together  with  the  whole 

functions  of  the  trigeminus,   as  ill  us-  minute  re/ations  of  the  nerves,  was  a 

trated  by  his  experiments,  the   author  tlead  letter,  and  led  to  no  inference.** 

says,—"  We  have  seen  that  when  the  ("See  p.  103.) 

fifth  nerve,  the  nerve  of  mastication  and  Now  Bellmgeri  gave  the  most  minute 

sensation,  was  cut  in  an  ass,  the  animal  and  distinct  anatomy  both  of  the  gan- 

could  no  longer  gather  his  food ."  elionic  and  motor  portions  of  the  fiflhf  ,  in 

From  these  quotations  it  is  evident  tnesecondpartofnisZ>tMtfrta#to,  (which 

that  Sir  Charles  Bell  considered  the  is  entirely  on  the  anatomy  of  the  nerves 

fifUi  pair  a  mixed  nerve  of  sense  and  of  the  face),  with  an  interesting  tabular 

voluntary  motion,  distributed  to  the  face  form  of  their  respective  origins,  and  dis^ 

generally,  both  for  mastication  and  fen-  tribution  from  branch  to  branches  doum 

sation ;    but  still  he  never  mentioned  to  the  last  fibrilUe ;  and  from  the  exclu- 

the  smaller  portion  of  the  fiflh  as  a  sive  distribution  of  part  of  its  smaller 

peculiar  nerve,  merely  for  the  voluntary  portion,  he  called  itj  as  already  men* 

muscular  action  of  the  lower  jaw,  al-  tioned,  nervus  tnasticatorius. 


anatomical  distribution,  nervus  crotaphi^  fore  the  public  some  quotations  from  his 

ticus  et  buccinatorius  ;  and  which  Bel-  Latin   Aissertatio,   Fart  III.  Art  ii. ; 

linj^eri,    from    ite    physiology,    distin-  the  title  of  which  is,  "  Usus  portionis 

guished  it  by  the  name  of  nervus  mastic  minoris  quinti  paris."  (See  p.  176.) 

catoriut.  **  Portio  minor  quinti  paris  diversam 

On    the   28th    of  May,    1820,    Sir  omnino  originem,   iter,   et  structuram 

Charles  Bell's  last  memoir  ^  On  the  habet  a  majori  ipsius  portione,  et  per 

Nerves  of  the  Face,"  was  read  before  proprios  surculos  in  musculoa  tempera- 

the  Royal  Society,  and  printed  in  their  fem,  maasetericum,  buocinatorium,  pte- 

Transactions  for  the  same  year.    There  ' 

the  author  says,—"  Confident  in  the  .  ^.    .    ,    ^ 

.ccun«:j  of  my  d^uction.  from  the  tbi.^^:;V«n."SUra.'Vhir!i6;:SlJ3 

anatomy  of  the  nlth  nerve,  J  had  at-  iinatoinut**nuii«.— >8ecHr.A.  Shaw^vticle.  in 

tributedf  to  one  of  its  branches  a  func-  "*!¥«**-®i%/"*y  >»*»»•  P;*S*-  v  *.  ^.    .     ^ 

tion  which  belongs  to  another  branch  So'raiVi  j:?«ii//„l5V^*»{:"^^  ^'^'"'  *"* 
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ryfifo'ideos  externum,  et  ititernum,  orbi-  perficere  motus,  ex  superius  dictis,  con- 

cuTarem  insuper  labiorum,  eleTatorem  stare  dijudico."    (See  pp.  177  and  178.) 

angfuli  oris,  et  triangularem  menti  inse-  **  Sunt  igitur  musculi,    qui    mixtoa 

ritur.     Hanc  minorem  portionem  dixit  exequuntur    motus,   modo  voluntarios, 

Paletta,  voluntarios  exequi   motus,    et  modo  involuntarios,  sunt  et  nerri,  sed 

sympatbice,  vel  idiopatbice    in  trismo  isti  vel  constant  e  divenorum  nei^vorum 

affiei.  Jliamentig  in   unicum  fasciculum  col- 

**  Voluntarie  certe  et  nostra  arbitrio  lectisy  veljUamenta  unicum  netimm  con- 

movemos  musculos  cunctos,  in   quibus  stiiuentia  divertam  habent  in  encephalo 

inseritur  portio  minor.    Hunc  vero  vo-  orwinem"  (p.  178.) 

liintarium  musculorum  motum  a  sola  Here  ends  tbe  article  in  Bellin^ri's 

ifitfiort  quinti  vortione  petidSre,  ^  non  work  on  tbe  Minor  Portion  of  the  Fifth 

a  septimo,  vel  /aciali  nervo,  qui  alicubi  Pair  of  Cerebral  Nerves,  and  so  I  shall 

cum  ramis  ipsius  consociatur,  demon-  also  conclude  my  first  article,  leavingf 

stratum  fuit  ex  eo  quod  in  camea  sub-  the  other  parts  of  this  question  for  a 

stantia  musculi  temporalis,  et  in musculis  future  period, 

ptery^o'ideis  preesertim,  soli  immittan-  I  am,  sir, 

tur  minoris  quinti  portionis  rami  absque  Your  obedient  servant, 

ullis    nervi  facialis    nropaynibus,    et  G.  Negri,  M.D. 

tamen  isti  musculi  voluntatis  obediunt  Augasto,  18S4. 

imperio Spectat  iffitur  portio  minor     __^ 

ad  nervos  viteB  animuis,  et  quidem  ad 

nervos  motorios ;  nuUibi  enim  sensibus  URINARY  DEPOSITS. 

praest^  et  habita  ratione  ipsius  officii^  

NERvus  MASTiCATORius  esset  dicendus.  .^ 

Patet  i^tur,  quam  merito  Paletta,  ana-  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

tomicis  ductus  rationibus    spectataque  ^^^ 

diversa    origine,  structura,  et  itinere,  •  j»     i  .  au-*    :«  ««««« 

dixerit  nerram  crotaphiticum,  et  bucci-    We  i^gret  exceedingly  tbat,  m  consc- 

natoriom  distinctos  i  quinto  pari  nerros    qufn**  <>f  o"'  ^°^J!?^.Tn«iu^t 

•pMnim  Jsas  dfemoMtnrt,  *  majori  communication  until  a  week  aaer  to 
qWnti  portione  differre  ipiimmet  por-  appearance  m  your  journal  wh^ch  cir- 
Sonem  SSnorem."  (p.  mj  ^       cumatance  w  the  reason  of  our  replymg 

"  Verum  demonrtrato.  prout  aategi-    *«  >*  •*  «>  ^^*f  »  P«"»f  •  „,  p^.,,  ,„    . 

.    _.       "*•■"         I»;5,_.»,  ««- .«        The  error  into  which  Dr.  iTout  conai- 

mm,  mmorem  hanc  portionem  per  se      ^"^«  j,      j^  f  omission, 

Toluntanos  exeqm  motiw^  «9««''/"™  hwiurstaKhisopinion.thatthepinl^ 

remanet,  cur  in  qutbuitUim  etreumttau-  uaTiug  »»«;"•=         K     .ii.u_. -..Vnn 

fiMinvoluntaric^labinstinctumoveat  depos'te  ~?*"*/Lrir-.  Ap  n^n^of 

musculos,  in  quibus  iw«!ritur.    Hoc  pa-  "tf.  »"»"'»? .«»  »?^^  ^«  Jf'^^Me™ 

riter  anatom^  explicatur   adjumento,  ''"i'''l"^'^''^y'l^±FLl'^^T^ 

Tidimu.  pom.  Inl^nBcedenti  disserU.  ^,J:  f;.^rthl'^re*-of  Kit 

tione  (he  means  the  second  part,  which  y^^  T^T^    •  J/LK  «!!♦  ^«w  nf  ♦!!«♦  in 

c^L  rte  -'-y  2:iri:z^^'  p"a;Sc'ii^ci£'of'^«Silt  «^ 


per  et  fere  '•«»  "-e  »««»  «»  oe  aimosi  »"»;^™"Y 

ris  accipere  present,  not  only  in  """•'J;.'^™'"^; 

r«.ices,.aut  filamenta  a  ramis  maxSla-  J^^SU"' ArS'comiun'Son. 

ns  inferioris ;  igitur  portio  minor  m  pro-  oetaiiea    ***   ^^"^  j"*'   ;"™^ 

pni.  ramiflciJtioU/est  ner^us  compo-  ^e  -re,  bow  rer    m^^^^ 

mirum  inde,   $i  volit^ariot  ut  pluri-  n«rjr  sedimente  P»»««f.' f *P«°f'  "I^" 

«««,  et  modo  etiam  involuntorioi  exe-  *»'«P'«««<*,?f  "^^ft*  KSiJte" 

quatJr  motus,  quos  Umen  producit  non  u~n  a  peculiM  P"*^"!"^"*^^'"*': 

^r  propria  jUanunla,  se<f  per  ea,  qwt  diflfenng  in  ite  properties  ftom  the  pur- 

a  maxilUtri  inferiori  provennmt,  quem  P»«««» '     ^    __.        ,  ...  ,„•_„„    „- 

organic^  vitie  pnecsse,  et  involuntorios  Dr.  Prout  speaks  of  the  cnmson,  or 
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pink-coloured  deposits  being  very  rare;  posits  figured  in  Dr.  Prout's  table  of  co- 

we  have,  however,8een  five  well-marked  lours,  published  in  his  work  on  Calco- 

instances  during  the  last  two  winters  lous  Affections.)     The  cases  were  as 

(the  tints  being  almost  precisely  similar  follows : — 
to  those  of  Nos.  1  and  2  of  the  pink  de- 


Name. 


1.  Perin  ...... 

2.  Rogers    .... 

3.  Anderson   .. 

4. (?).. 

d.  Eliz.  Fowler 


Ward. 


12.  Job    

3.  Job    

20.  Job    

11.  Job    

8.  Petersham 


Dlteue. 


Hypertrophv  of  the  heart,  with  bronchitis. 

Hepatic  ascites. 

Splenic  ascites. 

Obscure  visceral  affection. 

Phthisis. 


The  three  first  patients  were  under 
the  care  of  Dr.  Bright;  the  two  last 
under  that  of  Dr.  Addison.  The  name 
of  the  fourth  patient  (a  schoolmaster)  has 
unfortunately  slipped  our  memories. 

Dr.  Prout,  in  pages  16  and  17  of  his 
work,  states  that  urate  of  ammonia,  dif- 
fused throygh  fresh  healthy  urine,  and 
mixed  with  purpurate  of  ammonia,  be- 
comes, during  deposition,  tinged  of  a 
pink  colour;  but  this  proves  nothing 
more  than  that  the  urate  of  ammonia 
acts  as  a  mordaunt  to  certain  kinds  of 
colouring  matter:  but  it  mast  be  re- 
membered  that  urate  of  ammonia, 
tinged  by  the  purpurate,  does  not  yield 
up  any  of  its  colour  to  alcohol ;  whereas 
the  same  lithate,  tinned  by  the  colouring 
matter  of  the  morbid  deposits,  may  be 
restored  to  a  pale  fawn  colour  by  the 
action  of  the  same  menstruum.  Dr. 
Prout  positively  asserts,  "  ihat  it  is  diffi- 
cult, if  not  impossible,  .to  prove  the 
existence  of  the  purpurate  of  ammonia 
by  direct  experiment;"  but  we  cannot 
help  flattering  ourselves  that  the  experi- 
ments  published  in  our  last  communi- 
cation nave  been  more  than  sufficient  to 
prove  its  non-existence.  We  may,  how- 
ever,  mention  in  this  place,  tnat  the 
experiments  of  Dr.  Prout  (page  16, 
et  $eq,  of  his  work)  are  directly  opposed 
by  Berzelius,  an  undisputed  autnoritr ; 
for,  in  his  Lebrbuch  der  Chemie,  nndfer 
the  head  of  uric  acid,  we  have  the  fol- 
lowing passage : — **  The  colour  (of  the 
pink  deposits)  cannot  be  attributed  to 
purpurate  of  ammonia,  as  the  pink 
tinge  is  removed  by  alcohol,  which  is 
not  the  case  with  the  alkaline  pur- 
purate:  it  is  true,  that  when  we  mix 
urate  of  ammonia  with  a  solution  of 


a  purpurate  in  acetic  acid,  the  uric 
acid  is  precipitated  of  a  pale  rose  co- 
lour, very  similar  to  the  urinary  deposit ; 
but  alcohol,  when  boiled  on  tnis  tinged 
acid,  does  not  extract  the  slightest 
tinge  of  colour.  When  urine  ia  mixed 
with  a  similar  acid  solution  of  a  pur- 

J urate,  the  deposit  obtained  does  not 
iffer  in  colour  from  that  yielded  by 
a  similar  portion  of  healthy  urine,  to 
which  no  purpurate  was  added." 

Dr.  Prout,  in  his  communication  of 
August  2d,  has  observed,  that  upc  acid 
may  be  converted  into  purpurate  of  am- 
monia, by  "  many  other  ways"  besides 
the  action  of  nitric  acid.  We  were 
aware  that  a  solution  of  chlorine  b  ca- 
pable of  converting  uric  acid  into  pur- 
puric acid,  although,  by  a  prolonged 
digestion,  it  is  converted  into  oxalic 
acid ;  but  were  aware  of  no  other  man- 
ner of  producing  this  change,  except 
through  the  agency  of  nitric  acid. 

In  conclusion,  we  beg  to  tender  our 
most  grateful  thanks  for  the  kind  ad- 
vice expressed  by  Dr.  Prout  to  us,  in 
his  last  communication,  but  still  cannot 
help  thinking  that  our  experiments,  cor- 
roborated as  they  are  by  the  observa- 
tions of  Berzelius,  are  sufficient  to  place 
beyond  a  doubt  the  fact,  that  the  colour 
possessed  by  the  pink  deposits  is  not 
owing  to  the  purpurate  of  ammonia. 
We  remain,  sir, 
Your  obedient  servants, 

R.  H.  Brett, 
GoLDiNO  Bird. 

Ony't  Hospital,  Aug.  18,  1884. 
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DISLOCATION  OFTHE  LEFT  FEMUR  bw  behind  the  trochanter  not  present 

INTO  THE  ISCHIATIC  NOTCH.  ?^«  ^>°^*>  shortened  rather  more  than  an 

inch ;  could  be  rotated,  and  the  foot  not 

BSDccTioM  AND  SUBSEQUENT  everted. 

DISLOCATION.  He  Said,  that  in  the  course  of  a  day  or 

two   after  his  return  home  (the  7th  of 

May),  he  felt  some  pain  about  the  joint, 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  and  which  was  severe  enough  to  cause 

him  restless  nights.     In   the  day  this 

^^^9  was  less  troublesome.    The  pain  was 

A  YOUTH,  set.  16,  was  admitted  on  the  felt  in  the   groin,    and    extended    as 

eveninff  of  April  21  st^  into  the  Li^er-  far  as  the  knee,   along  the  inner  side 

pool   Northern  Hospital,  having  been  of  the  thigh.     About  the  17th  or  18th 

knocked  down  by  the  handle  of  a  steam-  of  May,  having  gone  to  the  manufac- 

pump.  tory  where  he  had  been  cmploFcd,  he 

The  head  of  the  left  femur  was  felt  was  thrown  down  with  some  violence, 

to  be  in  the  ischiatic  notch ;  the  knee  was  and  for  four  hours  was  unable  to  move, 

slightly  bent,  the  heel  raised,  and  the  but  afterwards  was  able  to  walk, 

great  toe  advanced  over  that  of  the  Though  an  unpleasant  task,  I  am  in- 

opposite  foot.    The  limb  did  not  admit  iluced  to  publish  the  case,  as  it  may  be 

of  rotation.  supposed  the  bone  was  not  reduced  on 

The  pullies  wero  applied ;  and,  after  the  evening  of  the  21st;  but  as  positive 

a  moderate  extension,  the  bone  was  re-  proofs  that  it  was, — It  was  fcft,  nay, 

placed.      ^  seen  to  give  way  during  the  extension. 

After  being  put  to  bed,  the  feet  were  Secondly,aftertne  bandage  was  removed, 

tied  together  by  a  bandap^e.    The  pa-  the  patient  was  held  in  the  vertical  posi- 

tient  had  a  good  deal  of  pain  in  the  sion,  and  his  limbs  were  ascertained  to 

night;  but  it  gradually  subsided  on  the  be  of  equal  length.    Thirdly,  he  was 

ensuing  day.  able  to  rotate,  to  move  the  .foot  forward. 

On  the  fourth  day,  having  loosened  backward,  and  laterally, 

the   bandage    himself,  he  was    found  As  negative  proofs,  nis  walking  about 

walking  about  the  yard  by  the  house-  the  wara,  and  the  like  length  of  the 

surgeon,  Mr.  Davb.    A  few  days  after-  limbs  while  he  remained  in  the  hospital, 

waras,  .despite  of  having  be^n  cautioned,  may  be  add  uced. 

he  was  found  standing  on  the  window-  i  have  to  regret  that  I  discharged 

sill  of  the  ward,  and  trying  to  get  out.  him  so  soon.     I  did  so,  because  I  oe- 

To  attain  this  position  he  must  have  lieved  that  he  would  go  without  per> 

needed  the  help  of  a  chair  or  bench.  mission.     I  mentioned  to  him  the  neces- 

Though  warned  by  Mr.  Davis  and  sity  of  being  cautious  and  quiet.     His 

m^sejf   of  the    probable    consequence  friends  neglected   to  report  to  me  his 

or  such  irregularities,  still  he  was  not  state.    To  your  junior  readers  the  lesson 

to  be  kept  ouiet     On  the  7th  of  May  may  be  useful, 

be  iMras  aiscnarged,  and  walked  home  I  remain,  sir, 

with  the  help  of  a  stick.    There  was  Your  obeidient  servant, 

a  slight  halt  m  his  gait.  William  Gill. 

About  the   middle  of  July    he  was  Liverpool,  Ang.  9,  1684. 
admitted  into  the  infirmary.    The  bone 

was  found  to  be  displaced,  and  in  the  ■ 

ischiatic  notch.      The  attempt    at  re-  xTY'ruAm?  ^r  cirxm^n  ii^r^n  r«v 

duction  was  deemed  not  advisable,  and  NITRATE  OF  SILVER  FOR  EX- 

be  was  discharged.  CORIATED  NIPPLES. 

Having  heard  of  this  untoward  re-  , 
suit,  I  called  at  his  house  on  the  21  st 

July.      The    thigh    appeared    wasted,  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 
compared  to  its  fellow ;  the  upper  psrt, 

below  the  anterior  iliac  spine,  was  fuller  ^"^' 

than  that  of  the  opposite  side ;  the  tro-  On  perusing  the  Medical  Gazette  of 

chanter  higher ;  the  head  of  the  femur  last  week,  I  observed  a  letter  from  Dr. 

was  to  be  felt  in  the  ischiatic  notch,  and  Hannay,  of  Glas^w,  relative  to  the  ap. 

seemed  indented  to  the  touch ;  the  nates  plication  of  the  nitrate  of  silver  to  exco- 

were  fuller,  but  more  flaccid ;  the  hul^  Hated  nipples,  in  which  he  says,  **  Hav- 

361.— XIV.  3  C 
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iiig^  at  length  fallen  on  a  method  of  These  ohserralions  are  sugfl^ested  hj 
treatment  which  nerer  fails  to  gi^e  im-  Dr.  Henry's  Report  on  the  Fhjrsiolo^j 
mediate  relief,  and  ultimately  to  effect  a  of  the  Nervous  System,  puhHsbed  in  the 
cure,  I  cannot  withhold  it  long-er,"  Sec,  two  last  numbers  of  the  Medical  Ga- 
&c.  I  bep^  leave  to  remark,  that  I  have  zette.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  enter 
been  in  the  habit  of  using  this  remedy,  into  a  critique  of  Dr.  Henry*8  paper, 
in  similar  cases,  for  several  years  past;  either  to  point  out  the  instances  in 
and  for  the  last  three  or  four  I  have  al-  which  he  gives  a  correct  and  able  view 
ways  named  it  in  my  lectures.  My  ob-  of  the  points  in  question,  or  all  the  ob- 
ject, however,  in  noticing  the  communi-  jectionable  passages  which  may  be  found 
cation  of  Dr.  Hannay,  is  more  for  the  u^ ,  ^^  hut  merely  to  point  out  a  few 
purpose  of  offering  my  testimony  in  fa^  striking  defects  and  misconceptions,  that 
vour  of  the  remedy,  toan  to  urge  any  his  communication  may  not  be  received 

Sriority  of  claim  in  the  discovery;  in-  b^  those  of  your  readers  whose  atten- 

eed,  I  believe  there  are  very  many  tion  has  not  been  particularly  directed 

practitioners  who  are  as  well  acquainted  to  the  subject,  as  a  correct  acconnt  of 

with  its  value  as  ourselves,  and  who,  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge  re> 

probably,  as  often  employ  it.  specting  it.     I  shall  not  obaerve  any 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  particular  order  in  pointing  out  the  in- 

Your  obedient  servant,  accuracies  T  am  akoai  to  mention,  but 

George  Jewel.  take  them  as  they  occur  to  my  memory, 

8.ckTme.Street,  August  12.  1884.  ^"^  ^^  ^^^"^  P«>«f»  i"  "  ^«^  ^^^^  *» 

I  can. 

He  makes  no  attempt  to  distingoish 

ON  DR.  HENRY'S  REPORT  ^jf.  ?cn»«"al    and  nervous    functions, 

which  introduces   much    confusion  in. 


ON 


^  to  many    parts  of  his  paper,  particu- 
THE  PHYSIOLOGY  OF  THE  NER-  cularly  in  his  observations  respecdng 
VOUS  SYSTEM.  the  medulla  oblongata,  which  in  one 
passage  he  says  has  never  been  sup- 
posed   a  seat   of  sensation,   while   in 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  other  passages  he  refers  to  experiments 

which  proved  the  existence  of  sensa- 

S'***  tion  after  both  the  cerebrum  and  cere- 

I  RAVE  always  felt  much  interest  in  the  bellum  were  removed.    Where  else  cam 

phenomena  of  the  nervous  system,  and  sensation,    after  the  removal  of  these 

read  every  thing  relating  to  its  laws  organs,  exist,    if  not  in  the  medulla 

which  comes  in  my  way.  oblongata  ? 

It  is  remarkable,  that  most  accounts  The  functions  of  the  ganglions.  Dr. 

of  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge  Henry  says,  is  at  present  only  a  matter 

respecting  it,  exhibit  errors  and  defects  of  conjecture.     In  the  3d9th   and  fol- 

which  we  should  hardly  expect  to  find  lowing-  pages  of  the  second  volume  of 

in  those  who  volunteer  to  inform  others.  Dr.  !Roget*s  Bridgewater  Treatise,  he 

I  shall  not  detain  you  by  endeavouring  will  find  an  explanation  of  the  nature 

to  account  for  this  fact,  further  than  by  of  their  functions,  which  it  would  be 

observing  that  I  believe  it,  in  a  great  difficult  to  controvert;  and  Dr.  Henry 

measure,  arises  from  the  complicated  ua-  gives  no  reason  for  believing  that  Dr. 

ture  of  the  subject;  and   writers  pro.  Roget's  statement  is  incorrect,  nor  in- 

fessing  to  give  a  view  of  the  whole,  deed  does  he  seem  at  all  aware  that  any 

while  their  minds  are  directed  chiefly  experiments   have    been    made    whicn 

to  certain  parts,  which,  for  some  reason  tend    to    unfold    the    nature    of   their 

or    other,    have  particularly    attracted  .  functions. 

their  attention.     It  certainly  does  not  The  error  above  mentioned,  namely, 

in  general  arise  from  any  wish  to  mis-  his  confounding  the  sensorial  and  neV. 

represent,  because  the  class  of  writers  vous  functions,    leads   him  into  much 

most  open  to  this  censure  are  those  who  confusion    respecting   respiration  ;     in 

cannot  have  any  interested  motive  for  which,  among  other  omissions,  he  for- 

concealing  the  truth ;  I  mean  those  who  gets  that  M.  le  Gallois  has  proved  that 

are  only  stating  the  .experiments  and  3ie  spinal  marrow  is  capable  of  its  func- 

conclusions  of  others,  and  therefore  can  tions,    independently    of  the    medulla 

have  no  private  interests'  to  serve.  oblongata.     But  to  enter  into  the  sab* 
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^'ect  of  respiration   would  lead  to  too  system.    **  The  function  of  the  spinal 

ong^  a  discussion  in  such  a  commuiiica.  cord,**  he  observes,  "  is  simply  that  of  a 

tion   as  the  present ;  and  I  shal)  only  conductor  of  motive  impulses  from  the 

observe,  that  the  difficulties  respecting  brain  to  the  nerves  supplying  the  mus- 

this  function,  so  correctly  pointed  out  cles,  and  of  sensitive  impressions  from 

by  M.  le  Gallois,  again  present  them-  the  surface  of  the  body  to  the  sensoriuni 

selves,  when  the  influence  of  the  sen-  commune."    Whence  then  comes  it  that 

sorial  power  is  overlooked.  the  removal  of  any  considerable  portion 

He  adopts  Dr.  Alison's  extraordinary  of  the  spinal  coixl  deranges   the  func- 

opinion  respecting  the  indigestion  oc-  tions,  as  well  as  the  structure  of  the 

casioned  by  the  division  of  the    par  vital  organs,  precisely  in  the  same  way 

vagum,    and    other    derangements    of  as  injury  done  to  the  par  vagum,  and 

secretion,  from  the  division  of  nerves;  that  tbe  functions  of  both  the  stomach 

namely,  that  they  arise  from  the  loss  and  lungs  are  always  deranged  bv  ex- 

of  sensibility.     After  the  division  of  Uie  tensive  aisease  of  the  spinal  cord.  i)oes 

par  vagum,  the  appetite  is  for  hours  not  the  spinal  cord  contribute  to  tbe  for- 

as  keen  as  before  it,  proving  the  sensi-  mation  of  the   ganglionic  system,  on 

bility  of  the  stomach  to  be  unimpaired;  which  so  many  of  the  functions  of  life 

and  neither  he  nor  Dr.  Alison  seem  depend?     Here  I  beg  leave  again  to 

aware  that  the  same  failure  of  digestion  refer  him  to  the  excellent  treatise  of  Dr. 

may,  through  the  ganglionic  system,  Roget  above  mentioned.      It  has  even 

be  produced  bv  destroying  considerable  been  proved  by  direct  experiment,  that 

portions  of  tne  spinal  marrow,   while  the  vital,  which   must  be   regarded  as 

all  the  connexions  between   the   brain  the    most   important  functions  of  the 

and  stomach,  and  consequently  the  sen-  spinal  cord,  are  unimpaired  by  its  com- 

sibilitjr  of  the  latter,  remain  entire.  plete  disunion  from  the  brain,  cerebel- 

Besidcs,'  these  writers  forget  that  the  lum,  and  medulla  oblongata, 

effect  of  depriving  secreting  organs  of  I  have  said  enough  for  the  purpose  I 

their  nervous  influence   is  not  merely  had  in  view,  and  shall  only  add,  that  it 

that  of  deranging  their  functions,  but  is  impossible  to  give  a  distinct  account 

their  structure  also.     Will  they  ascribe  of  the  nervous  functions,  without  in  the 

this  effect  to  impaired  sensibility,  or  will  first  place  drawing  the  line  of  distinc- 

they  maintain  that  Uie  derangement  of  tion  between  them  and  the  functions  of 

structure  is^ot  the  effect  of  the  conti-  the  sensorial  system ;  and,  in  the  second 

nued  operation  of  the  same  cause,  which  place,  pointiu£|[  out  in  what  instances 

in  tbe  nrst  instance  deranges  the  func-  the  former  are  influenced  by  the  latter. 

liMi  ?  I  am,  sir. 

Dr.  Henrr  refers  to  the  experiments  Your  obedient  servant, 

of  M.  Lejgralknay  respecting  the  relation  S.  Y. 

which  subsists  betvreen  the  spinal  cord  Augtwt  18,  ifM. 

and  the  heart,  and  points  out  where  he  _       ^ 

has  been  refuted  hj  succeeding  physio- 

»{fi"« '!.!'"'  ''•  ,   f   ""*  J^'"'  ""'  MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

where,  in  a  point  of  no  small  conse- 

quence  in  the  animal  economv,  the  re-  Saturday,  August  23, 1834. 

suits  of  bis  experiments  have  been  con-  

firmed  by  them;    for  although    M.  le  .....        .,      ..                 ....  ..    . 

Gallois  was  wrong  in   supposing  that  .    .^\72,**""^'^";      \  *',         a'  ***«""*!*."' 

tbe  beart  derives  its  power  from  the  spi-  publicam  sit,  dicendl  perlculum  uon  recuto.** 

tial  cord,  he  was  right  in  believing  that  Cickro. 

it  is  wholly  under  the  influence  of  this  

organ.    The  results  of  the  experiments  PARLIAMENTARY   REPORT   ON 

by  which  he  demonsto^ted  the  impor-  DRUNKENNESS. 

tant  fact,  that  through  the  spinal  cord 

the  power  of  the  heart  may  be  so  en-  Every  body  has  beanl  of  the  worthy 

feebled  as  instantly  to  destroy  the  cir-  people  of  Lagado,  and  their  academy  of 

culation,  have  been  fully  confimed.  projectors— whose  schemes  for  extract- 

JSut  the  following  is  perhaps  the  most  .            i           r                  t            i  •  • 

remaricable  error  of  a  writer  whose  at-  |nfir  sunbeams  from  cucumbers,  calcming 

tention  appears  to  have  been  so  much  >ce  into  gunpowder,  rendering  fire  mal- 

directed  to  the  functions  of  the  nervous  leahle,  and  converting  the  most  uusa- 
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▼oury  substances  into  wholesome  food,  tuitous   assertions  —  contradictory,  fre- 
our  friend  Gulliver  has  so  faithfully  de-  quently,  of  many  of  the  tenets  of  the 
scribed ;  but  few,  we  believe,  have  been  philosophers    who  drew   it    up — as   if 
aware  that,  in  our  own  country,  we  pos-  themselves  under  the  influence  of  some 
sess  some  able  projectors  of  the  same  Circean  potion, or  ^'intoxicating drink," 
sDrt :  we  were  not  ourselves  conscious  of  when  penning  the  precious  farrago.  We 
it  until  we  saw  the  late  report  of  the  Se-  are  all,  for  example,  accustomed  to  hear 
lect  Committee  of  the  House  of  Com-  from  the  radical  school,  when  it  suits 
mons,    appointed    to    inquire   into  the  their  purpose,  most  edifying  discouises 
state  of  drunkenness  in  the  United  King-  on  the  great  physical  force  of  the  peo> 
dom.     Those  who  had  the  chief  hand  in  ,  pie— on  the  wonderful  achievements  of 
getting  up  this  document^  a  knot  of  Ben-  the    schoolmaster  —  and    the    decided 
thamite  philosophers,  as  they  have  been  march  of  inti^llect  which  is  taking  place 
represented  to  us— have  accomplished  a  throughout  the  countiy.     Here,  how- 
feat  which  pnts  them  on  a  fair  footing  ever,  the  story  is  the  very  reverse :  we 
of  rivalry  with  their  Lagado  brethren,  arc  told  of  the  great  diminuiion  oftkt 
So  virtuous  a  horror  do  they  entertain  of  physical  power  and  the  longevity  of  the 
the  nftttxe  to  which  distilled  liquors  ai'e  British  population — all  by  drunkenness, 
liable,  that  they  have  hit  on  a  number  causing  the  decline  of  health,  and  the 
of  notable  expedients,  to  do  away  with  progressive    decay    of  the  bodily  and 
their  tf#0  altogether;  and  comfortably  do  mental  powers;  nay,  **  intemperate  pa- 
they  look  forward  to  the  day  when  dis-  rents,"  they  tell  us,  '*  give*  a  taint  to 
iillation  in  England  shall  be  no  more,  their  oflspring  even  before  birth,  and 
Death  in  the  dram-bottle  is  their  motto ;  the  poisonous  stream  of  ardent  spirits  is 
for  they  hold  that  **  the  wholesome  and  conveyed  through  the  milk  of  the  mo- 
nutritious  grain   given  by  a  bountiful  ther  to  the  it^ant  at  the  breasi  ;  so  that 
providence,  is  converted  by  distillation  the  fountain  of  life  through  which  na- 
into  a  poison ;''  whereas  they  would  have  ture  supplies  that  pure  and  healthy  nu- 
all   grain  converted  into    bread;    and  triment  of  infancy,  is  poisoned  ai  its 
they  inform  us,   that   **  human  beingfs  very  source^  and  a  diseased  and  vitiated 
are  transformed,  by  intoxicating  drinks,  appetite  is  thus  created,   which  grows 
into    excrescences    of  corruption    and  with  its  growth,  and  strengthens  with 
weakness,  which   must  be  cut  off  and  its  increasing  weakness  and  decay  !" 
cast  away  from  the  community,  to  pre-        Here,  at  all  events,  we  have  a  curioos 
vent  tiie  gangreiTOus  contamination  of  piece  of  information^one  which  physi- 
the  whole  frame !"  olnglsts  would  do  well  to  lay  up  in  their 
Are  we  in  the  regions  of  romance  or  note-books — namely,  that  some  mothers 
reality?    And  is  this  truly  a  report  or-  have  the  surprising  property  of  suckling 
dered  to  be  printed  by 'the  House   of  their  children  with  a  sort  of  milk -punch ! 
Commons,    for    the    benefit    of    their  Thiscomesof  employing,  in  inquiries  of 
collective  wisdom,  and  on  which  legis*  this  nature,  gfreat  philosophers  who  do 
lative  provisions  are  to  be  founded  ?    A  their  work  on  abstract  principles —  like 
greater  pack  of  rubbish  and  solemn  non-  the  tailors  of  Laputa,  who  took  measure 
sense   has  seldom  fallen  in   our  way;  of  their  customers  with  a  quadrant  and 
nor,  perhaps,  has  there  been  so  odd  a  compasses,    and   would    have    brought 
specimen    of   parliamentary    reporting  home  clothes  made  to  [it  exactly,  had 
published  since  the  days  of  Bareboncs  they  not  mistaken  a  figure  in  the  calcala- 
and  the  Puritans.     Tf  is  filKd  not  only  tiou.  We  know  not  how  far  the  Dmnkcii- 
wiih  absurdities,  but  with  the  most  gra-  ness  Committee  may  have  gone  wronjj 
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in  their  calculations, — for  we  have  not  how  do  our  philosophers  propose  to  rid 

seen  the  data  on  which  their  report  is  us  of  this  misfortune  P    Project  worthy 

founded  ;  hut  we  confess  we  cannot  help  of  Lagado !    By  throwing  open  the  gin^ 

distrusting  most  of  the  results  they  have  thops^  like  those  of  the  hutcher,  haker, 

arrived   at,    especially  when    we    find  and  fishmonger,  '*  in  order    that    the 

them  so  pathetic  and  moral  in  their  iuterior  of  such  shops  may  be  Seen  from 

deductions.     Michael  Cassio,  we  recol-  without,  and  be  constantly  exposed  to 

Icct,  was  never  so  moral  as  when  lago  public    inspection    in    every    part."  — 

plied  him   with   bumpers.      Hear  one  Drunkards  are  no  longer  to  hide  their 

more  of  their  **  consequences."    *'  The  maudlin  heads,  but  to  show  them  for 

retardation  of  all  improvement,  inven-  the  edification  of  the  young  Spartans 

tive   or  industrial,    civil    or    political,  of  Holbom-Hill  and    St.    Giles's*     A 

moral  or  religious ;  the  hindering  of  thought,  however,  strikes  us.     Suppose 

education,  the  weakening  of  good  ex-  the   owners  of  the  gin-palaces  should, 

amples,  and  the  creation  of  constant  on  this   account,    only  increase    their 

and  increasing  difficulties  in  the  propa-  attractions  the  more,  by  displaying  to . 

gation  of  sound  morality  and  the  sublime  the  public  gaze  their  customers  stretched 

truths  of  the  Gospel,  both  at  borne  and  on     ottomans    and    elegant     Grecian 

abroad,  according  to  the  testimony  of  lounges— no  great  extension  of  their 

teachers,  pastors,  and  others,  examined  present  magnificence :  what  becomes  of 

by  your  committee;  the  sum  expended  this  wise  project  then ?-> and.  how  will 

in  intoxicating  drinks,  in  the  city  of  the  committee  counteract  so  tempting  an 

Glasgow  alone,  being  stated  by  one  allurement.^  Possibly  their  counter-charm 

of  the  witnesses  from  that  neighbour-  is  thefollowiug,  which  is  the  summing  up 

hood  to  be  nearly  equal  to  the  whole  of  their  "  immediate  remedies :" — "  A 

amount  expended  on  public  institutions  national    system    of  education,  which 

of  charity  and  benevolence  in  the  entire  should  embrace  as  an  essential  part  of 

United  Kingdom."  the  instructions    given  by  it  lo  every 

Nor  is  this  all.     It  seems,  according  child  in  the  kingdom^  accurate  informa- 

to  the  same  grave  authority,  that  our  tiou  as  to  the  poisonous,  and  invariably 

army  and  navy  owe  their  inefficiency  to  deleterious  nature  of  ardent  spirits  as 

this  vice— intemperance  being  *'  the  can-  an  article  of  diet  in  any  form  or  shape, 

ker-  worm  that  eats  away  their  strength  and  the  inculcation  of  a  sense  of  shame 

and   discipline  to   the  core  ;  it  being  at  the  crime  of  voluntarily  destroyiug 

proved,  beyond  all  question,  that  one-  or  thoughtlessly  obscuring  that  faculty 

sixth  of  the  effective  strength  ef  the  of  reasoning,  and  that  consciousness  of 

navy,  and  a  much  greater  proportion  of  responsibility,  which  chiefly  distinguish 

the  army,  are  as  much  destroyed  as  if  man   from    the  brute,    and   which   his 

the  men  were  slain  in  battle,  by  that  Almighty  Maker,  when  he  created  him 

most  powerful  ally  of  death — intoxicat-  in    his    own  image,  implanted  in  the 

ing  drinks!"    We  can   well  conceive  human  race,  to  cultivate,  to  improve, 

how  this  must  startle  most  people,  who  and  to  refine,  and  not  to  corrupt,  to 

have  thought  that  our  army  and  navy  brutalize,  and  to  destroy  1" 

had  gained  all  their  successes  at  a  time  Was  ever  such  a  tissue  of  cant  and 

when  they  were  much  more  addicted  to  impertinence  in  a  document  drawn  up 

grog  than  of  late  has  been  their  wont  on  such   a  subject  ?     But  it  may   be 

The    announcement    is   serious,    both  asked  why  we  notice  it  at  all.     Simply^ 

as  it  concerns  the  nation  at  large  and  its  then,  because  it  is  professedly  bolstered 

efficiency  in  the  day  of  battle.    But  up  on  medical  authority.    The  reporters 
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»jr  they  have  the  countenance  and  sup-  forces  the  means  of  attaining^  long  life* 
port  of  medical  men  for  the  statements  caatiouslj  admits,  in  speaking'  of  wine, 
which  they  lay  before  parliament.    We  that  *'  to  render  it  friendly,    and  not 
must  be  excused  if  we  have  our  doubts  prejudicial  to  life,  it  must  be  drunk 
on  this  head.     It  seems  to  us  scarcely  daily,  but  always  in  moderation;  die 
possible  that  facts  elicited  from  medical  younger  the  person  is,  in  less,  and  tbe 
witnesses  could     gi^e    colour    to    the  older,  in   greater  quantity.     It  is  best 
many  ridiculous  things  in  the  report,  (he  says)  when  one  considers  and  uses 
But  whether  this  be  the  case  or  not,  wine  as  the  seasoning  of  life,  and  re- 
the  rumour  of  such  a  document  being  serves  it  for  days  of  mirth  and  recreation, 
propped  up  by  medical  authority,  can-  to  enliven  the  friendly  cncle." 
not  raise  the  profession  much  in  the        Dr.  Paris,  too,  who  seems  to   con- 
estimation  of  the  better  informed  part  demn,  as  much  as  any  man,  tbe  mhmte 
of  the  public.    All  medical  men   are  of  spirituous  liquors,  thinks  it  not  im« 
certainly  ready  to  aUow  that  the  habits  proper  to  admit  that  "  there  exists  no 
•of  dram-drinking  and  drunkenness  are  evidence  to  prove  that  a  temperaie  use 
vices  of  the  very  worst    description  ;  of  gfood  wine,  when  taken  at  seasonable 
but  nobody  of  common  sense    would  hours,   has  ever   proved    injurious   Co 
for  this  reason  go  to  the  absurd  length  healthy  adults."    Nor,  might  we  add, 
of  proscribing  **  tbe  wine  that  maketh  b  there  evidence  to  prove  that  the  habi- 
glad  the  heart  of  man,"  or  the  spirits  tual  use  of  even  considerable  quantities 
which  must  be  its  substitute  with  those  (not  absolutely  excessive)  has  been  pre- 
of  humbler  means — when  either  are  judicial  to  health  and  longevity.     In- 
moderately  used—'*  to  cheer,  and  not  stances  are  constantly  met  with,  of  per- 
inebriate."    It  b  glaringly  ridiculous  sons  arriving  at  a  goodly  old  age,  though 
and  incorrect  to  state  in  the   unqua-  in  the  habit  of  indulging  freely,  every 
liiied  manner  they  do,   "  that  ardent  day  of  their  lives,  in  **  potations  pottle 
spirits   are  ahtolutely  poitonou*  to  the  deep."    The  same,  indeed,  may  be«said 
human  constitution, — that-  in  no  case  of  the  habitual  use  of  opium.     But  on 
whatever  are  they  necessary  or  even  this  we  will  not  dwell ;  for  we  may  pro- 
useful  to  persons  in  health — that  they  are  bably  be  told  that  these  are  cases  in 
always,  iti  every  case,  and  to  the  smallest  which   longevity     has     been    attained 
extent,  deleterious,  pernicious,  or  de-  through  the  strength  of  a  good  consti- 
structive ;  according  to  'the  proportions  tution,  and  in  spite  of  the  intemperance 
in  which  they  may  be  taken  into  the  which  would  otherwise  have  cut  them  olf. 
system."    With  all  deference  to  the  phi-  It  is  sufficient,  however,  to  shew  that  evi- 
losophers  on  the  Committee,  we  deny  that  dencc  on  so  questionable  a  point  should 
they  have  any  sound  medical  authority  for  not  be  given  hastily — especially  where 
such  a  statement.    No  medical  man,  in  tbe  habits  alluded  to  do  not  reach  to 
giving  his  evidence,  could  possibly  for-  palpable  excess,— which,  after  all,  is  but 
get  the  value  of  spirituous  liquors,  taken  a    relative    thing,    depending    on    the 
in  moderate  quantity,  to  counteract  the  strength  of  each  person's  constitution, 
effects  of  a  cold  and  moist  atmosphere,        On  all  these  points,  the  Drunkenness 
exposure  to  pestilential  effluvia,  in  un-  Committee  seem  to  have  had  no  sober 
cleanly  occupations,  in  a  damp  military  information :  we  cannot  otherwise  ac- 
encampment,  and  occasionally  in   the  count  for  their  putting  forth  such  state- 
cireumstanccs  of  a  temporary  destitution  mcnts,  worked  up,  as  they  are,  in  such 
of  food.     Even  Hufeland,  who  is  such  a  ludicrous  manner  by  their  ^*  abstract 
a  dietetician,  and  who  so  strongly  en-  principles."    Had  the  sapient  commit- 
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tee-ineu  not  yentured  farther  than  to  fteuted  to  parliament  by  Mr.  Warburton. 

suggest  the  means  of  begetting  a  little  ^  ^^rm  necessary  to  prevent  the  whole 

more  temperance  in  society, 

might  have  been  derived  from 

bonrs :  but  in  preaching  up  the  neces-  next  session,  when  a  legislative  mea- 

sity    of   perfect    abstinence   from    the  "ure  will  doubtless  be  introduced. 

things  that  Providence  presents  to  us,  •    

they  betray  an  ignorance  of  human  na-      ^R.  BRODIE'S   ELEVATION  TO 

ture  which  unfits  them  to  be  the  guides  ^^^  BARONETAGE. 

even  of  the  most  simple.     It  is  surpris-  His  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  raise 

ing  that  the  House  of  Commons  should  ^  **?^  ^//^?.^**8re  >^^:»  no^^«>»  ^*«- 

.  •.     .  _j  X  ^  jamin    Colltns    Broate,      The     place 

have  given   even  lU  tardy  consent  to  -(^^^^y^  ^^  distinguished  individual  ah 

have  the    report  prmted ;    for  though  luded  to  has  long  held  in  the  estimation 

there  are,  undoubtedly,  some  few  good  of  the  public,  as  well  as  of  the  members 

suggestions  in  it— such  as  that  the  du-  o^^^*  own  profession,  renders  the  pro- 

iP  J    V      1  A      1.     ij  pnety  of  bis  selection  for  this  honour  so 

ties  on  tea,  coflee,  and  chocolate,  should  J;^„„i:«„^..„    .1  „*  „^   r.  1  Z^j   -V 

'  '  •  conspicuous,  that  we   feel   assured  its 

be  reduced— that  the  public  recreation  announcement  will  be  received  with  un- 

and  tlie  public  health  should  be  more  con-  divided  approbation. 

suited  than  it  is — and  that  the  facilities  

for  acquiring  knowledge  should  be  more        THE  FACULTY  OF  PARIS— M. 
diflused— yet  the  general  absurdity  of  VELPEAU. 

the  conclusions  (and  be  it  observed  that  The  concours  for  the  chair  of  surgery, 

we  have  noticed  only  a  few  of  them)  vacant  by    the   death    of  Boyer,   haa 

wUl  ever  render  it,  as  a  document,  con.  ""^^^^  «"^^-  'J^^^P^*"  has  received  the 

...  ,       '  __        ^     .  appointment.     No  nomination   by  the 

tempUble  and    useless.      Maugre    the  concours  has  ever,    perhaps,    been   so 

philosophy  of  Totbill-Fields,  until  the  generally  satisfactory  since    the    time 

Millenium  arrive,  we  fancy  mankind  will  Dupuy  tren  was  elected. 

not  be  taught  to  abstain  from  the  product  

of  the  alembic  and  the  fermenting  vessel.      ANOTHER  DEATH  FROM  MORI. 
Every  pec^ile  on  the  face  of  the  earth  SON'S  PILLS, 

have  something  of  the  kind  afforded  to  Friday  sennight,  Mr.  Best,  Coroner  for 

them  by  bountiful  nature ;  and  as  well  Worcestershire,     held     an    inquest   at 

might  it  be  attempted  to  restrain  them  P^"^?J,«  ^"/^^  ^""^y  of  Rebecca  Cross, 

t>r    *!.  r     u        r       *i      ^:  :*  *R^"  *^'     "  appeared  in  evidence  that 

from  the  use  of  salt  as  from  the  spirit  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^f\Q  deceased  had  given 

that  cheers  them.    Let  the  water-dnnk-  ber  Morison's  pills,  and  that  inflamma- 

ing  ascetics  of  the  temperance  societies  tion  of  the  bowels  took  place,  occa- 

preach  and  practice  to  the  top  of  their  "oned,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Davies 

bent:  still  we  feel  assured  that  the  more  *°^    ^,V  .^^^^*,"^'  /u'^l"'.  ^^"^ 

wvui,,  Miu  ^c  ict»  ttoaurcu  U4««.  H««.«uv.»  "Were  called  m  to  attend  her)  by  taking 

reasonable  members  of  the  community  these  pills.    A  great  part  of^  the  bowefi 

will  never  be  persuaded  to  follow  the  was    ulcerated  through,   and    mortifi- 

recommendation  of  the  Committee,  and  ^^^'^  J»»<*  ^•^en  place  to  a  great  ex- 

**^i     *-.  -    4  -.1.  A    : A tent.    It  was  not  proved  where  the  pills 

utterly  to  cast  away  what,  in  modera-  ^^^  ^^^^     ^g^^  ^^  ^  ^y^J^^ 

tion,     maketh  glad  the  heart  of  man/'  jn  opinion  among  the  jury  on  the  case ; 

PABTTAMi;«vTMPv  MPmrAf  ^"*  *^^'  ^*"*f   lockcd  up    for  some 

PARLIAMENTARY  MEDICAL  j,^„„  ^^^j^^  outof  the  sixteen  returned 

REPORT.  a  verdict,  that  "  Rebecca  Cross  died 


state  of  the  profession  has  been   pre-    gust  10. 
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CLINICAL  OBSERVATIONS  haTing  BtDce  uloemted  till  Uieitt  is  the 

ON  BOMB  STi^^^  destruction  which  yon  now  aee^  |he 

exact  appearanee  of  which,  howerer,  I  wUl 
DISEASES  OF  THE  NOSE.  not  now  dwell  upon. 

There  is  also  another  boy,  in  whom,  just 

Given  at  St.  George's  Haepital^  as  in  the  last  patient,  an  nicer  formed  first 

n    .,     „  in  the  septum,  then  affected  one  ala,  and 

Bir  Ma.  Hawkins.  afterwards  the  other,  on  the  inside,  and 

finally  spread  to  the  skin  of  the  oati^le,  ia 

,    c     1   T  ^         *•       r  *i    c  t     J    •        ^«  ^"®  manner  as  in  Paisley,  and  with 

1.  SmjAe  Inflammatton  of  the  Sehneidenan    ^  somewhat  similar  appearance. 

Membrane,  j^^  occurrence  of  these  cases,  and  of 

2.  Chronic  Thickening  of  the  ScAneJcierian    some  other  instances  of  diseases  of  the  aose. 

Membrane.  has  induced  me  to  make  a  few  remarks  to 

3.  Obetruction  and  Closure  of  the  Nostrils.       Jon  to-day,  on  some  of  the  diseases  of  the 

^\    ^     .,  ^  outer  part  of  the  nose,  so  as  to  aire  yon  a 

5.  Ulcers  of  the  Cartilagtnma  Septum.  gUght  sketch  of  their  connexion  with  each 

6.  Ulcers  of  the  Sckneiderian  Membrane,  other. 


I.  The  most  simple  of  these,  as  in  most  of 

James  Beach,  a  boy  about  nine  years  old,  the  textures  of  the  body,  is  common  in- 

was  admitted  on  the  9th  of  July ;  and  onr  flammation,  with  which  we  are  all  iami- 

notes  gfive  us  this  history : — He  states  that  liar,  in  the  shape  of  catarrh  or  ooiyza; 

about  four  months  a^  a  large  pair  of  but  in  fact,  similar  inflammation  may  take 

scalesTell  from  the  height  of  several  feet  place  from  other  causes  also,  without  the 

upon  his  nose,  and  cut  it  on  the  outside  usual  affection  of  other  contiguous  mncons 

sererely  (though  there  is  little  mark  of  membranes.    You  observe,  then,  as  yon 

this  at  present),  and  that  this  was  followed  are  well  aware,  just  as  in  inflammation  of 

by  a  ffood  deal  of  bleeding  both  from  the  other  mucous  membranes,  a  great  increase 

wound  and  from  the  nostrils.    A  fortnight  of  its  natural  secretion,  and  discharge  of 

after  this  he  fell  from  a  donkey,  and  was  watery  mucus,  acrid,  and  excoriating  the 

nnlucky  enough  to'  bruise  his  nose  again,  parts  around,  and  you  see  the  membrane 

against  a  tree.     A  week  afterwards  he  be-  itself  red,  and  inflamed,  and  swollen,  the 

gan  to  feel  a  good  deal  of  pain  in  the  nose,  consequence  of  which  is  the  loss  of  smdU, 

from  which  there  has  been  a  discharae,  obstruction  to  the  passage  of  tears,  impiur> 

and  the  nostrils  have  frequently  bled  a  ment  of  speech,  and  so  on;  and  if  the  in- 

good  deal.    On  his  admission  the  pain  flammation  affects  the  higher  parts  of  the 

ad  lessened,  but  he  still  complained  of  a  nose,  a  good  deal  of  headache,  and  local 

good  de^  about  the  middle  of  the  nose,  tenderness,  and  pain,  and  considerable  fe. 

where  the  cartilages  and  the  ossa  nasi  are  brile  disturbance.    Then,  if  the  case  goes 

joined,  which  part  seemed  a  little  elevated,  on  well,  the  dischaive  becomes  in  a  few 

In  the  interior  was  an  opening  leading  days  thick  and  viscid,  or  purulent  and  yel- 

through'  the    septum,  which    was    large  low;  and  this  lessening  by  degrees,  the 

enough  to  admit  the  finger,  around  which  membrane    again    becomes   healthy.     It 

there  was  some  ulceration  and  redness  of  would  scarcely  be  necessary  to  allude  to 

the  mucous  membrane.    His  health  was  such  a  case,  but  for  this  caution  to  yon, 

apparently  not  very  good,  though  with  no-  that  if  simple  inflammation,  from  any 

thing  particular  to  complain  of  cause,  lasts  a  long  time,  and  a  person  has  a 

There  is  another  patient,  a  girl  of  16,  predisposition  to  fre^uentattacksof  inflam. 

Ann  Paisley,  who  was  admitted  as  long  mation,  the  foundation  may  thus  be  laid 

ago  as  February  19th,  with  ulceration  of  of  more  serious  mischief.    To  shew  you  to 

the  nose,  much  of  which  had  been  de-  what  an  extent  the  discharge  from  inflam- 

stroyed  before  her  admission.    This  ulce.  mation  may  reach,  I  may  mention  that  I 

ration  of  the  nose  began  three  years  before,  have  met  with  a  case,  in  which  not  .less 

but  had  been  spreading  more  rapidly  dur-  than  a  quart  of  watery  fluid  was  said  to  be 

ing  the  last  three  months.    It  seemeii  that  discharged  daily.     Neither  is  it  necessary 

in  this  case,  also,  the  disease  had  com-  to  dwell  upon  the  treatment,  as  a  calomel 

menced  by  an  ulcer  in  the  septum,  which  and  saline  purgative  will  generally  be  all 

spread  till  the  opening  was  large  enough  that  is  requirra ;  or,  if  there  is  »ver,  a 

to  admit  the  finger  from  one  nostril  to  the  warm  bath,  with  a  little  Dover's  powder 

other;  and  that  about  a  year  after  the  ul-  in  saline  mixture,  and  locally  steaming  the 

ceretion  commenced  in  the  interior,  an  nostrils,  or  snuffing  up  warm  water,  so  as 

ulcer  formed  in  the  ala  also,  botti  parts  to  foment  the  aflected  membrane.  To  check 
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the  disiMMitioii  to  this  local  ioflammation  double  its  proper  thickness,  and  hard  and 
Ax>m  sliffht  causes,  you  should  employ  to.  somewhat  painftil.  If  so,  both  the  affec- 
nies,  sQch  as  bark,  or  bitters,  and  alkaline  tions  are  cured  by  the  same  means, 
medicine,  and  yon  should  check  the  seere.  The  nature  of  your  medical  treatment  is 
tions,  and  invigorate  the  membrane,  by  the  clearly  indicated  in  these  cases ;  you  aro 
use  of  astringent  solutions,  such  as  com-  to  exhibit  a  combination  of  alteratives 
mon  tea,  or  oak  bark.  with  tonic  medicine.     Let  a  young  child 

take  of  hydrargyrns  c.  creta,  four  or  fire 

IT.  Tou  will  be  more  flreqnentW  con.    grains,  with  six  or  eight  of  rhubarb  every 
suited,  however,  with  regard  to  a  chronic    other  night,  or  a  little  rhubarb  with  half  a 
inflammation  of  this  membrane,  orscro.    drachm  of  sulphate  of  potash,   or  one 
Iblous  thickening,  for  I  believe  it  scarcely    drachm  of  tartrate  of  potash  twice  a  week, 
occurs,  except  in  children  or  young  per.    or  occasionally  a  dose  of  calomel  with  a 
sons,  with  scrofulous  disposition ;  and  very    few  grains  of  rhubarb ;  and  along  with 
often  it  is  accompanied  with  dischaige    these  medicines   give  some  light  tonic: 
from  the  ears,  enlaiged  glands,  or  other    one  of  the  best  for  children    is   about 
symptoms  indicating  the  sta^  of  system    twelve  grains  of  calumba  powder,  with 
on  which  it  depends.     The  thickening    eight  of  carbonate  of  potash ;  or  veir  often 
produced  by  tUls   inflammation   of  the    steel  will  agree  very  well,  one  drachm,  or 
membrane  is  so  great,  that  it  often  hangs    one  and  a  half,  of  vinum  ferri,  three  times 
down  into  the  nostril,  and  resembles  the    in  the  day ;  or  twelve  grains  of  calumba, 
fleshy  polypus  of  the  nose.    A  little  girl  of    with  ten  of  carbonate  of  iron,  twice  a  day ; 
about  six  years  of  age  was  brought  to  my    or  vou  may  give  some  tincture  of  bark, 
bouse  very  recently  by  a  medical  man  for    with  small  doses  of  oxjrmuriate  of  mer- 
polypus,  which  proved  on  examination,    cury.    Dissolve  one  grain,  or  half  a  grain, 
nowever,  to  be  only  the  state  of  membrane    of  oxymuriate  in  two  ounces  of  tincture, 
I  am  alluding  to.    You  can  generally  dis.    and  give  the  child  a  tea-spoonful  twice  a 
tinguish  it  at  once  by  this  circumstance    day.    This  is  a  medicine  which  was  re. 
(besides  the  difioent  form  of  the  promi-    commended  by  Sir  Astley  Coo|>er  in  scio. 
nence),  that  the  thickening  is  seen  just  as    fulous  affections,  and  which  I  often  give 
often  on  the  septum  as  on  the  outside,  and    with  advantage.    To  an  adult  yon  may 
it  ftequently  takes  place  on  the  whole  cir-    give,  with  the  same  view,  three  or  four 
cnmference  of  the  nostril,  while  polypi  are    grains  of  blue  pill  every  night,  and  some 
always,  or  almost  always,  on  the  outside    bitter  inftision,  with  carbonate  of  potass, 
only,  deriving  their  growth  ftom  the  several    These  medicines  must  be  given,  as  in  all 
spongy  bones  of  the  nose.  such  sciofiilous  affections,  for  a  considera. 

TI&  little  giri  I  spoke  of  used  to  snore  ble  time,  with  occasional  intermissions  of 
Tiolentlv  at  night,  which  is  freouently  the  a  week  or  two;  for  though  you  may  al- 
eanse  of  the  disease  being  first  aiscovered ;  ways  expect  to  cure  the  disease,  the  dispo- 
she  breathed  with  difficulty,  and  firom  the  sition  will  sometimes  last  for  many  months, 
mouth  being  constantly  open,  was  tor«  or  even  a  longer  time, 
mented  with  constant  thirst  at  night,  lead-  Locally,  yon  will  direct  some  stimulat- 
ing her  ftequently  to  ask  for  water  to  ing  application,  such  as  the  nitrated  quick- 
drink;  and  from  the  same  cause  the  silver  ointment,  diluted  at  iirst  with  a 
tongue  was  harsh  and  dzy,  and  the  lips  thiid,  or  half  its  weight,  of  spermaceti 
dry  and  chapped ;  and  she  spoke  through  ointment,  and  subsequently  undiluted* 
the  nose,  as  it  is  called— that  is,  she  could  This  should  be  slightly  softened,  and  ap. 
not  speak  through  the  nose  at  all,  the  air  plied  by  means  of  a  camel's  hair  pencil  to 
bring  unable  to  pass  fteely  through  the  the  part  eveiy  night  and  morning;  or  if 
nostrils.  On  examining  the  nose,  the  the  nostril  is  much  obstructed,  or  the 
Sdineiderian  membrane  was  found  red,  thickening  extends  far  up,  a  little  lint  may 
and  vascular,  and  thickened,  especially  on  be  wrapped  round  a  bougie,  and  the  oint- 
tfae  septum,  and  there  was  a  little  muco.  ment  applied  by  this  means.  You  may  in 
purulent  discbarge  from  the  nostrils.—  the  same  way  apply  the  red  or  white  pre- 
Sometimes  the  dischaige  is  fetid,  and  the  eipitate  ointment,  if  the  other  does  not 
membrane  slightly  excoriated,  or  ulce.  agree ;  or  a  solution  of  lunar  caustic,  Bw^ 
rated ;  and  if  the  disease  is  extensive,  the  or  eight  grains  to  an  ounce  of  water,  may 
little  patient  often  complains  of  soreness  be  used  with  a  pencil.  If  there  is  a  good 
and  tenderness  of  the  outside  of  the  nose ;  deal  of  discharge  from  the  nostrils,  yon 
and  it  appears  flattened  and  broader  than  may  check  this  before  having  recourse  to 
natuiaL  Besides  the  other  scrofulous  the  ointments,  by  some  lime  water,  or  a 
symptoms  which  I  alluded  to,  I  have  seve.  solution  of  alum  (a  scruple,  or  half  a 
ral  times  seen  this  thickened  state  of  the .  drachm,  to  an  ounce),  which  may  be 
Schnciderian  membrane  accompanied  with  snuffed  up  the  nostrils;  or,  lastly,  where 
an  analogous  enlaigement  of  the  lip;  that  there  is  a  great  degree  of  enlargement  of 
is  to  say,  half  the  upper  lip,  perhaps,  is    ike  membrane,  you  may  snip  off  a  small 
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piece  with  a  pair  of  tcisson,  and  afler-  of  the  anatomy  of  the  part^  can  then  be 

wards  use  the  stimulating    applications  anj  difficulty  in  dividing  the  -  adheaioii 

which  I  have  mentioned.  of  a 'much  broader  surface,  a  little  move 

caution  only  being  necessary  in  the  use  of 

III.  When  inflammation  has  been  ex-  the  bistoury  than  where  there  is  only  a 

tensive,  the  nostrils  may  be  almost,  or  en-  thinner  partition.    Subsequently   to  the 

tirely,  obstructed  by  the  thickening  of  the  incision,  you  will  keep  the  nostril  pervions 

membrane,  or  by  adhesion.      A  girl   uf  for  a  little  while,  during  the  cicatrization, 

about  12  years  of  age  was  brouffht  to  the  by  a  metallic  tube  or  portion  of  catheter, 

hospital  the  day  before  yester&y,  with  You  would  scarcely  think,  perhaps,  thaA 

the  membrane  so  much  thickened  by  cbro  the  obstruction  of  one  nostril  would  be  of 

nic  inflammation  of  several  years  stand-  much  consequence;  but  I  was  only  yester- 

ing,    that    the    air   could    scarcely  pass  day  informed  of  a    case   in  which  one 

through  at  all.    She  had  a  good  deal  of  nostril  was  nearly  closed  by  the  aeptom 

]Niin  in  the  nose  and  forehead ;  the  nose  being  turned  to  one  side,  (as  is  oAmi  the 

was  swelled  and  tender,  and  the  inflam-  case  without  any  external  deformity),  and 

mation  of  the  interior  of  the  nose  had  re-  by  the  membrane  on  it  being  thickened: 

cently  occasioned  an  erysipelatous  inflam-  the  consequence  of  this  was  so  much  in- 

mation  of  the  outside  of  the  nose  and  of  convenience  and  distress,  that  a  small  hole 

the  face.    In  such  cases  as  this,  besides  was  punched  in  the  septum,  which  g^reatly 

the  local  and  constitutional  means  I  have  relieved  the  patient,  by  allowing  the  tears 

described  to  you,  yon  will  do  well  to  keep  and  mucus,  and  the  air,  to  pass  freely  from 

a  hollow  tube,  such  as  a  piece  of  catheter,  one  nostril  to  the  other, 
with  some  lint  or  leather  round  it,  in  the 

nostrils  for  a  short  time,  to  procure  a  more  IV.  I  hare  mentioned  to  you  liie  se- 

rapid  removal  of  the  thickened  membraue,  cretion  of  considerable  quantities  of  water, 

and  enable  the  upper  parts  to  be  reached  and  mucus,  and  pus,  from  the  inflamed 

by  your  stimulating  applications;  the  out-  Schneiderian    membrane;    but,    besides 

side  of  this  tube,  or  rather  the  lint  upon  these,  you  will  meet  with  very  singnlar 

it,   being  smeared  slightly  with  one  of  secretions,  when  the  upper  part  of  the 

them.  nose  is  afiected,  including  especially  the 

But  further,  if  there  has  been  much  several  spongy  bones.    A  woman  is  now 

purulent   discharge    from    the    inflamed  attending  as  an  out-patient. of  mine,  who 

membrane,  with  a  little  excoriation  or  complained  of  having  had,  for  six  months, 

ulceration  of  the  surface,  the  nostrils  may  a  good  deal  of  pain  in  the  nose  and  head ; 

be  totally  obstructed  by  adhesion  between  loss  of  smell,  (though  with  the  sense  of  an 

the  opposite  surfaces,'  which  have  been  ufiensive  smell  in  the  nostrils) ;  obstrac- 

kept  in  contact  by  the  subjacent  swelling,  tion  in  breathing  and  speaking,  snoring 

I  have  several  times  seen  this  take  place  in  and  thirst ;  and  she  was  evidently  mnA 

one  nostril,  or  partially  in  both ;  but  I  irritated  by  this  state.    There  seemed  to 

saw,  with  Mr.  Fernandez,  not  long  ago,  be  some  vesicular  polypi  high  up  in  the 

a  little  child,  about  two  years  old,  which  nose ;  but,  on  examination,  Siis  proved  to 

had  to-al  obstruction  of  both  sides,  each  be  a  tough,  tenacious  mucus,    covering 

nostril  being  closed  by  what  now  looked  a  softened  and  relaxed  state  of  the  mem* 

like  a  transverse  thin  membrane,  about  brane,  which  hung  loosely,  and  allowed 

half  an  inch  within  the  orifice.    This  ob-  the  probe  to  perforate  it ;  and  in  one  part 

struotion  was  situated  just  at  the  entrance  there  appeared  to  be  a  trifling  exposure  of 

of  the  lachrymal  ducts,  which  is  the  usual  the  vomer.    This  has  been  much  relieved 

situation  of  such  adhesion ;  so  that  the  in  about  a  fortnight,  by  merely  the  appli« 

openings  of  the  nostrils  were  quite  dry,  cation  of  lime-water,  snufled  up  the  nose, 

the  tears  in  a  great  measure  entering  the  and  nitrated  quicksilver  ointment,  with 

nose  behind  the  membrane,  though  they  one  or  two  doses  of  purgative  medicine, 

partly  overflowed  upon  the  face.     This  I  was  recently  shown  some  small  bodies, 

obliteration  might  possib^  have  been  con-  which  were  more  like  half-formed  cartilage, 

genital,  for  there  was  no  history  of  the  both  in  external  appearance  and  on  a  sec- 

aflection ;  but  as  it  had  only  recently  been  tion,  than  any  thing  else,  and  which  were 

discovered  bv  the  child's  snoring,  so  as  exactly   of  tiie   shape  of    the   superior 

to  disturb  tne  others  who  were  with  it,  spongy  bone.    These  used  to  come  away 

and    from  a  scrofulous  affiection  of  the  f^m  time  to  time,  either  by  the  nostiil  or 

eyelids  and  conjunctiva,  which  had  pro-  fW>m  the  throat,  in  a  delicate  person,  snb. 

duced   total  blindness,  I  have  no  doubt  ject  to  haemoptysis,  the  nostril  being  ob* 

that  it  had  been  the  conseouence  of  a  structed  for  a  few  days  previously  to  their 

similar  scrofulous  disease    of  the  nasal  .  discharge ;  and  one  or  two  thus  separating 

membrane.     In  this  or  any  similar  case,  at  a  time  during  many  years, 

an    incision    through    the  membrane    is  Perhaps  you  may  have  seen  some  bodies 

very  ^implr ;  nor,  wilh  a  little  knowledge  of  a  similar  shapr,  which  have  been  formed 
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ill  the  nose  of  an  out-Datient  of  the  ho«-  ration  of  the  throat,  in  whom  I  found,  at 

pital,  who  had  sufierea  for  a  considerable  the  same  time,  a  hole  through  the  septum 

time  from  pain  and  obstruction  in  both  three-quarters  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  the 

nostrils ;  and  on  one  side  was  a  projecting  edges  being  still  ulcerated,  the  woman 

body  in  the  nostril,  with  some  external  herself  only  thinking  that  she  had  tn- 

swelling ;  the  appearance  of  which  alto-  qnently  caught  cold  m  the  preceding  sis 

gether  was  exactly  like  that  of  a  malignant  months :   and  I  have  often  seen  similar 

polypus;    at    last  some  body  projected  perforations,  cicatrized  and  well,  in  per- 

lower  than  usual-  in  the  nostril,  and  a  sur-  sons  who  did  not  know  that  such  a  thing 

geon  pulled  out  several  portions  of  sub*  had  prcTiously  been  produced.    In  fac^ 

stance  like  chalk  in  consistence,  and  ex-  as  long  as  every  part  of  the  circumference 

ceedingly  fcDtid,  and  which  were  also  in  of  the   cartilaginous    septum    is    unim- 

shape   exactly    like    the    spongy    bones ;  paired,  the  form  of  the  nose  is  not  at  all 

they  were  probably  composea  of  pnosphate.  altered,  and  no  possible  inconvenience  can 

or  perhaps  carbonate,  of  lime,  with  fcetid  arise  from  the  perforation.    If,  however, 

mucus,  secreted   from  the  upper  spongy  the  part  of  the  cartilage  adjoining  the 

bones.  cutaneous  septum  is  destroyed,  the  end  of 

I  conclude,  in  such  cases  as  these,  that  the  nose  will  drop  down  a  little,— as  you 
the  upper  spongy  bones  were  in  part  dis-  saw  in  Paisley,  on  her  admission ;  or  if 
eased,  and  that  the  peculiar  boaies  were  the  upper  part  is  removed,  then  an  inden* 
secretions  from  the  membrane  corering  tation,  with  turning  up  of  the  end  of  the 
them,  mixed  with  portions  of  the  mem-  nose,  will  be  the  result 
brane  itself,  and  dropping  off  from  time  to  In  some  cases,  however,  if  you  watch 
time  to  be  again  succeeded  by  others;  and,  the  disease. in  its  early  stage,  you  will  find 
from  the  small  quantity  of  bone  affected  the  patient  complain  of  some  pain  in  the 
in  the  first  of  the  cases  I  hare  mentioned,  nose ;  the  end  of  the  septum,  especially 
compared  with  the  extent  to  which  the  near  the  junction  of  the  cartilage  with  the 
membrane  of  the  upper  part  of  the  nostril  vomer,  being  red  and  inflamed :  then  there 
was  diseased,  I  imagine  the  disease  of  the  forms  on  one  side  or  other  a  kind  of  pus- 
bone,  (which  was  evidently  not  common  tnle  or  white  spot,  which  ulcerates,  and 
caries),  may  be  secondary  to  that  of  the  leaves  a  little  hole  in  the  membrane  and 
membrane,  which  may  be  an  inflamma-  cartilage:  then  a  similar  little  swellinff 
tion  differiog  from  that  met  with  in  the  may  perhaps  be  seen  in  the  other  nostril, 
lining  membnne  of  the  general  cavity,  in  ana  in  a  day  or  two  more  a  hole  will 
consequence  of  Uie  peculiar  texture  of  the  be  perceived  through  the  septum ;  or  more 
aithmoid  bone.  frequently  the  ulcer  will  spread  from  one 

The  last  case  was  much  benefitted  by  side  to  tne  other;  and  a  few  days  after 

a  combination  of  sarsaparilla,  with  arsenic  you  first  observe  it  on  one  side,  you  find 

and  liouor.  potassas.     You  may  try,  then,  that  the  little  hole  leads  from  one  nostril 

cither  tnis  or  bark,  or  some  other  form  of  into  the  other.    This  continues  to  spread, 

tonic,  with   occasional    purgatives;   and  especially  if  it  is  irritated,    as  will  be 

locally    you     may    employ    lime. water,  usually  the  case  by  the  patient's  finger ; 

black  wash,  a  solution  of  oxymuriate  of  and  the  hole  enlarges  to  the  size  fou  see  it 

half  a  grain  to  the  ounce,  or  a  grain  of  in  Beach  and  the  other  boy,  with  a  red 

sulphate  of  zinc,  or  a  scruple  of  uum,  or  margin,  and  a  little  purulent  and  san* 

some  similar  lotion,  which  in  all  diseases  guineons  discharge.    There  appears,  then, 

of  the  higher  parts  of  the  nostrils,  should  in  such  cases,  to  be  an  inflammation  of 

be  occasionally  injected  with  some  force  a  portion  of  the  cartilaginous  septum  of 

by  means  of  a  syringe,  besides  being  fre-  the  nose,  with  a  little  abscess  on  its  sur- 

quently  snuffed  up  the  nostrils.  face  below  the  lining  membrane,  like  the 

abscesses  beneath  the  periosteum  of  a  dis. 

V.    We  now  come  to  those  cases    in  eased  bone ;  or  perhaps  there  may  some- 

which  there  is  almost  from  the  first  some  times  be  a  small  abscess  in  the  cartila* 

breach  of  surface  by  ulceration ;  and,  first,  ginous  septum  itself,  ulcerating  towards 

let  us  consider  ulcers  in  the  cartilaginous  both  sides  at  the  same  time.    I  believe, 

septum,  of  which  the  boy,  whose  case  I  however,  that  this  latter  form  is  rare,  com. 

read  to  you,  affords  you  an  example.     In  pared  with  the  ulcer   in   the  substance 

him  the  affection,  you  observe,  has  been  of  the  membrane,  or  a  small  ulcer  of  the 

the  result  of  inflammation  arising  from  surface,  both  of  these  forms    spreading 

a  blow ;  but  an  ulcer  through  the  septam  secondarily  to  the  cartilage  below, 

frequently  takes  place  from  other  causes.  Now  very  often  the  aifection  seems  to 

as  in  Paisley  and  the  other  case  I  men-  be  almost  entirely  local,  so  that  the  appli- 

tioned   to  you ;   and   the  patient  is  fre-  cation  of  nitrated  quicksilver  ointment, 

quently  not  aware  of  its  existence  for  some  dilntcd  or  not,  according  to  the  degree 

time.  of  pain  i  t  produces,  or  one  of  the  mercurial 

A  woman  ranie  under  my  care  for  ulce-  -precipitates  in  ointment  will  be  sufficient, 
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with  an  occasional    purgative,  to    effect  thick  brownish  cnuts,  which  separate  cte- 

a  cure.     At  other  times,  however,  yon  find  casionallv,  or  are  picked  off  by  the  pa. 

some  derangement  of  the  general  health,  tient,  and  a  superficial  ulcer  h  exposed^ 

which   requires    to  be  attended  to.     In  with  a  smooth  yellowish  surface  and  a 

Beach  there  seems  to  b»  nothing  wrong,  somewhat  phagedenic  margin,    and  the 

besides  some  appearance  of  a  scrofulous  mucous  membrane  around  is  seen  to  be 

constitution  in  the  countenance;   Init  in  red  and  inflamed.    There  is  some  degree 

Paisley  there  has  been  considerable  altera-  of  pain  in  the  part,  and  there  is  more  or 

tion  of  health.  •  What  I  have  done,  there-  less  pain  and  tenderness,    and  fullness, 

fore,  for  Beach,  has  been  to  give  him,  first  across  the  bridge  of  the  nose ;  and  the 

of  all,  txvo  doses  of  calomel  and  rhubarb,  pain  is  frequently  severe  and  extensive  in 

and  then  I  ordered  some  Calumba  powder  the  forehead  and  sides  of  the  head,  from 

and  carbonate  of  potash,    twice    a- day.  inflammation  of  the  membrane   in    the 

Locally,  he  has  only  used  black-wash;  frontal  and  other  cells;  and  there  is  a  di- 

and  under  this  plan  all  pain  has  gone;  minntion  or  deprivation    of    taste    and 

the  bleeding  has  ceased,  and  the  ulcer  smell.    If  the  ulceration  is  considerable, 

appears  to  be  healing  fast    I  will  speak  the  -health  becomes  very  much  affected ; 

of  the  treatment  of  the  other  case  here-  the  patient  being  debilitated,  emaciated, 

after,  on  account  of  its  complication :  the  and  in  a  state  of  constant  irritation;   the 

general  principle,  however,  is  to  be  the  countenance  pale,  and  expressive  of  much 

same  in  all  such  cases, — tonics  and  al-  suffering ;  the  pulse  120  or  130,  small  and 

teratives  of  some  kind.     Sometimes,  in  weak,  and  irritable ;  and  complaints  are 

a  grown- up  person,  you  find  some  degree  made  of  heat  and  flushing,  with  occasional 

of  cachexia ;  and  I  have  sometimes  seen  chilliness,  and  pain  in  the  limbs.    O^ie 

at  the  same  time,  with  the  hole  in  the  symptom  that  is  almost  universally  eom- 

septum,  an  ulcer  in  the  pharynx,  or  a  hole  plained  of,  is  sleeplessness  ;  so  that  I  have 

formed  through  the  bony  palate  at  the  known  some  persons  assert  that  they  have 

floor  of  the  nostril,  just  like  that  through  hardly  slept  above  half  an  hour  at  a  time 

the  cartilage  of  the  septu  m.    Gi  ve,  then,  to  for  weeks  together.  These  severer  sjrmptoms 

an  adult,sar8aparilla  and  liquor  ammonias,  are  chiefiy  experienced  when  the  disease 

or  sometimes  small  doses  of  blue  pill,  with  affects  the  upper  part  of  the  nose;  nor  is 

gentian  and  potassa,  or  some  other  tonic,  it  extraordinary,  if  we  consider  the  ana- 

with  good  air  and  nourishing  diet,  and  the  tomy  of  the  parts,  that  the  patient  should 

disease  will  soon  yield ;  in  which  respect  sometimes  experience  much  disturbance  of 

it  seems  to  be  of  a  more  healthy  character  the  sensorial  powers,  evinced  even  by  epi- 

than  ulceration  of  the  Schneiderian  mem-  lepsy,  mania,  or  a  fatal  effusion  at  the 

brane  itself,  beginning  on  the  surface.  basi*s  of  the  brain ;  though,  if  fatal,  the 

patient  seems  to  sink  more  commonly  from 

VI. — Wenow  come,  then  to  the  subject  of  weakness  and  irritation, 
ozena,  or  ulceration  of  the  Schneiderian         The  causes  of  oz^na  are  evidently  some 

membrane  of  the  nose.    I  should  observe,  kind  of  cachexia  of  the  system ;  so  that  it 

indeed,  that  you  will  find  some  surgeons  is  occasionally  met  with  in  scrofulous  chil- 

employ  tlie  term  ozena  to  signify  any  ul-  dren^-as  in  Paisley  and  the  other  boy,  in 

ceration  of  the  nose,  while  others  use  it  whom  the  external  disease  was  preceded, 

more  strictly  in  its  etymological  sense^-  for  a  considerable  time,  by  ulceration  of 

confining  it  to  those  ulcers  in  which  the  the  interior  membrane  of  the  nose,  both 

discharge  is  most  offensive,  and  in  which  on  the  septum  and  als  nasi.    A  morecom- 

fenerally  the  bones  of  the  nose  are  carious,  mon  cause  of  extensive  ozaraa,  however,  is 

n  reality,  however,  there  is  no  essential  the  poison  of  syphilis,  or  the  abuse  of  mer- 

distinction  between  such  cases;  the  dif-  cury ;  so  that  you  seldom  now  see  the  ex- 

ference  is  one  of  degree  only->  from  a  small  tensive  destruction  of  the  nose  that  used 

ulcer  of  a  portion  of   the  Schneiderian  formerly  to  be  observe,  when  syphilis  was 

membrane  of  .one  nostril,  to  an  extensive  not  so  well  treated  as  at  present    It  may 

ulceration  of  the  whole  surface  of  both  occur,  however,  from  any  other  animal 

nostrils ;  and  lastly  to  those  in  which  the  poison— such  as  that  of  glanders,  or  from 

ulceration  of  the  membrane  has  spread  to  inoculation  with  putrid  and  foul  meat 

the  bone  below  it,  occasioning  caries  and  The  consequence  of  this  state  of  the  sys- 

ulceration  of  a  considerable  part  of  the  tem  is,  that  from  whatever  cause  it  may 

bones  of  the  nose.  arise,  ozena  is  often  accompanied  with 

These  ulcers  may  begin  in  any  part  of  loss  of  portions  of  the  soft  and  bony  p«- 

the  nostrils,  and  they  secrete  a  purulent  late,  and  extensive  and  foul  sloughy  ulcers 

and  generally  offensive  discharge,  with  oc-  of  the  pharynx  and  parts  connected  with 

casional  mixture  of  blood,  which  comes  it;  with  pains  in  the  limbs;  wiUi  erap. 

away  with  the  natural  mucus  secreted  in  tions  of  ecthymatons  pustules,   or    nice, 

greater  quantities  tlian  usual.    Tbe  dis-  rating  tubercles  or  rupia;  such  an  erup- 

charge  sometimes  becomes  concreted  into  tion  being  sometimes  confined  to  the  ex- 
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« 
ternal  parts  of  the  nose  and  adjacent  parts  is  the  tonic  system ;  and  the  best  of  the 
of  the  facei  from  the  immediate  local  irri-  tonics  that  you  can  give  is  sarsaparilla.     I 
tation  of  the  internal  ulcers,  but  at  other  give  this  medicine  with  perfect  confidence 
times  e&tending  over  the  remainder  of  the  that  by  far  the  majority  of  cases  will  be 
body.    Such  a  combination  of  symptoms,  cured  by  it ;  and  1  am  satisfied  that  the 
in  fact,  is  met  with,  as  would  some  time  chief  reason  why  many  persons  have  little 
since  have  been    considered  as  decidedly  faith  in  its  efficacy,  is  that  it  is  not  given 
syphilitic,  but  which  may  in  reality  be  met  in  sufficient  quantity,  nor  continued  for  a 
with  as  a  consequence  of  any  poisonous  sufficient  length  of  time.    The  common 
or  other  cachectic  cause  whatever.  decoctions  alone,  in  small  quantities,  can- 
With  this  view  of  the  case,  then,  it  is  not  be  relied  on;  the  patient  must  take  not 
little  necessary  to  inquire  minutely  into  less  than  twelve  ounces  of  the  compound 
the  original  cause  Df  tne  complaint ;  since  decoction,  with  the  addition  of  from  one  to 
it  is  very  seldom,  indeed,  right  to  adopt  a  two  dracbms  of  extract  of  sarsaparilla;  and 
mercurial  course  of  medicine  as  an  antt-  this  must  be  continued  from  tnree  to  four 
syphilitic  treatment,  especially  when  mer-  months  in  old  cases,  and  for  several  weeks 
cury  has  already  been  given ;  and  what-  after    the  disease   is    apparently    cured, 
ever  may  have  been  the  origin  of    the  Very  often  your  patients  will  get  fat  and 
ozsBna,  nearly  the  same  plan  of  treatment  well,  and  all  local  symptoms  will  be  sub- 
will  be  successful.    Sometimes,  indeed,  a  dued  in  four  or  five    weeks,   and  they 
cautious  employment  of  mercury  may  be  will  'not  submit  to    the  necessary    con- 
required,  when  it  does  not  yiela  to  other  finement    and    continuance   of  medicine 
remedies,  but  its  effects  must  be  very  care*  after  they  think  themselves  cured.     Such 
fully  watched ;  for  instance,  one  of  the  patients  will  be  sure  to  have  a  relapse, 
most  successful  cases  of  the  kind  was  in  a  but  the  same   treatment    again   resorted 
little  child  of  about  six  months  old,  who  to  for  double  the  time,  will  again  cure 
was  brought  to  me,  and  whom  you  may  the  disease.     Sometimes,  indeed,  a  few 
have  seen  last  year,  and  who  had  not  in  weeks  will  suffice.     A  woman  had  suf- 
the  least  grown  since  its  birth ;  a  more  fered  from  ozasna  a  year  and  a  half,  and 
miserable  object,  indeed,  could  scarcely  be  for  half  a  year  had  had  an  ulcerated  op^n- 
seen.    Ulceration  and  discharge  from  the  ing  through  the  bony  palate  into  the  nose  ; 
nose  had  commenced  when  the  child  was  experiencing  much  pain  in  the  head  and 
six  weeks  old,  and  had  totally  destroyed  eyes,  and  throat,  with  considerable  emaci- 
the  septum  and  much  of  the  upper  part  of  ation  and    disturbance     of  the   general 
the  nose,  so  that  it  was  quite  flat  upon  the  health.    She  was  permanently  cured  in  six 
face,  and  hardly  had  any  orifice  for  breath-  weeks ;  but  so  short  a  course  of  medicine 
inff  and  for  the  escape  of  the  copious  pu-  would  be  insufficient  in  most  instances  of 
rufent  secretion  that  was  present.    About  >o  long  standing.    You  may  often,  with 
a  month  previous  to  my  seeing  it,  a  few  great  advantage,  combine  the  sarsaparilla 
stains  had    appeared  about  the  thighs ;  with  twenty  or  thirty  drops  of  liquor  am- 
not  having,  however,  at  all  the  usual  co>  monite,  or  some  salvolatile,  when  there  is 
lour  of  syphilitic  eruptions,  nor  could  I  much  nervousness  and  erethismus :  some^ 
discover  that  either  the  father  or  mother  times  with  a  drachm  and  a  half  of  liquor 
had  had  any  disease  of  this  kind.    The  potassas,   or  some  carbonate  of   potash, 
father  had  dued  of  erysipelas,  under  my  Sometimes  alterative  doses  of  mercury  are 
care,  about  a  fortnight  before.     As  the  of  great  service,  with  the  sarsaparilla — 
most  probable  means  of  saving  the  cLild*s  one- fourth  or  one  third  of  a  grain  of  oxy- 
life,  howerer,  by  stopping  the  disease  sud-  muriate  daily,  or  three  grains  of  blue  pill 
denly  and  increasing  the  chance  of  absorp-  every  night;  but  not  so  as  to  affect  the 
tion  of  chyle,  I  gave  it  half  a  grain  of  gums,  and  commencing  rome  time  after 
calomel  and  some  compound  cinnamon  the  use  of  the  sarsaparilla;  especially  if 
powder  three  times,  and  in  a  short  time  the  amendment  first  observed  from  the 
twice  a.day,  with  some  nitrated  quicksil-  tonic  begins  to  be  less  rapid,  or  there  is 
yer  ointment  to  be  applied  to  the  nostrils;  a  slight  disposition  to  fresh  ulceration, 
the  consequence  of  which  plan  was,  that        In  some  persons  other  tonics  will  agree 
(without,  of  coarse,  any  evident  mercurial  well:   bark  and  nitric  acid;  nitric  acid 
effect)  the  ulceration  nearly  stopped,  and  alone;  a  drachm  of  the  strong  nitric  add 
the  discharge  was  almost  gone,  and  the  daily,  in  a  pint  of  water,  with  some  syrup, 
child  had  grown  more  in  three  weeks  than  Whatever  yon  give,  however,  roust  be  ac- 
in  the  whole  of  the  six  months  it  had  pre-  com panied  with  good  diet  and  pure  air,  if 
viously  lived ;  the  deformity,  however,  be-  possible. 

ing,  of  coarse,  irreparable.    Unquestion-        Where  there  is  the  great  restlessness  aiid 

ably,  however,  the  general  principle  on  sleeplessness  I  alladM  to,  yon  may  give 

which    the  cases  of  ulceration    of    the  your  patient  five  grains  of  soap  pill  with 

Schneidcrian  membrane  arc  to  be  treated,  opium,  and  three  or  four  grains  of  extract 
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of  colocrnth,  or  eight  or  ten  grains  of  ex-  case  of 

tract  of  hyoscjramuii,    or  eonium,    eveiy 

night ;  and  he  will  require  occasional  doses  INCONGRUOUS  TWINNING. 

of  purgative  medicine,  such  as  rhuharb  or  «    ^         ,  ^ 

colocynth.  "*^  Thos.  J.  Charlton,  MD. 

For  your  local   applications  there  are  Of  Biyan  Cuuoty,  Georgia* 

none  better  than  lime-water,  or  black  wash,  

which  may  be  snuffed  up  or  injected  seve- 
ral times  a  day,  with  very  great  comfort  to  I  ^*8  called  to  visit  a  woman  belonginic 
the  patient— the  local  pain  being  checked  *<>  Mr.  Clay,  of  this  county,  who  was  nud 
and  the  discharge  diminished  under  their  ^^}^  nearly  nine  months  advanced  in  her 
use ;  or  you  may  direct  a  lotion  consisting  ^^^^  pregnancy,  and  to  be  suffering  under 
of  about  one-fourth  of  a  grain  of  oxymn-  *  sudden  affection  of  the  womb,  which  her 
riatetoan  ounce  of  lime-water,  or  of  com.  attendants  supposed  to  be  a  prolapsus, 
mon  water,  if  more  stimulus  is  desired ;  ^^  examination,  I  found  the  lower  extre- 
or  half  a  grain  of  sulphate  of  zinc,  or  di-  mities  of  a  fcetusin  the  vagina;  it  waa  ex- 
luted  red  wash,  or  sulphate  of  copper,  tracted  with  no  difficulty,  and  with  the 
These  lotions  are  especially  required  if  the  »Hghtesl  exertion.  Upon  making  a  section 
disease  is  high  up  in  the  nose,  where  other  ^^  the  umbilical  cord,  no  blood  issued,  nor 
forms  of  applications  cannot  be  employed  ;  ^ad  there  been  any  dischaiiged  from  the 
but  if  the  ulceration  is  situated  in  the  uterus  before  I  saw  her,  neither  had  she  had 
lower  parts  of  the  nostrils,  you  may  use  a  the  slightest  pain.  The  symptoms  which 
pencil,  or  a  bougie,  with  lint,  with  bismuth  alarmed  her,  and  occasioned  my  being 
or  oxyde  of  zinc  ointments,  when  there  is  caUed,  was  a  sensation  of  faintness,  m  hich 
a  good  deal  of  irritation ;  and  subsequent-  I  attribute  to  apprehension  of  danger  ex- 
ly  some  one  of  the  mereurial  ointments  I  «ted  by  the  nurse.  The  foetus  was  not 
hsre  before  recommended,  or  stronger  so-  putrid,  but  had  evidently  been  dead  some 
lotions  of  lunar  eaastic  (eight  or  ten  grains  weeks;  it  was  apparently  one  of  the  se- 
to  the  ounce,  or  any  other  astringent.  venth  month,  and  was  in  appearance,  and 

Where  the  bones  are  affected  in  coma-  to  the  smell,  as  if  it  had  been  preserved  in 

onence  of  the  destruction  of  the  Schnei-  pp^Hgaeoas  acid.    The  viscera  were  much 

aerian  membrane,  producing  caries  below  diminished  in  siaa^  and  externally  it  con- 

it,  the  case  is  much  more  tedious  and  obsti-  listed  merely  of  the  itttcganents  closely 

nate,  from  the  slowness  with  which  the  applied  to  the  bones.    As  there  naa  aei- 

caries  of  these  soft  spongy  bones  yields  to  ther  pain  or  flooding,  I  did  not  deem  H 

treatment,  and  the  indisposition  (except  in  proper  to  introduce  the  £Dger  into  the 

more  healthy  individuals)  to  any  exfolia-  womb,  fearing  that  the  premature  expul- 

tion  of  the  diseased  parts.    In  these  cases  ^^^  o^  another  child,  the  motion  of  which 

a  relapse  will  necessarily  take  place,  in  I  plainly  felt  on  the  application  of  my 

many  instances,  and  a  succession,  perhaps,  band  externally,  might  be  caused  by  such 

of  several  courses  of  medicine  will  be  re-  interference.    I  directed  her  to  he  kept 

Quired  before  Uie  disease  is  finally  sub-  quiet,  and  that  I  should  be  immediateir 

aued.      It  is  seldom,  however,  that  the  summoned,  should  any  of  the  precursors  of 

complaint   is   actually   fatal,  except    in  labour  occur.      Fur  eight  days  she  was 

a    few    of    those    miserably    neglected  without  any  symptoms ;  on  the  night  of 

caaes  that  we  meet  with  in  half-starved  the  ninth,  labour  came  on,  and  the  de- 

individuab  of  the  lower  classes   of  so-  livery  of  a  child,  healthy  and  of  the  fall 

ciety:    it    is    seldom,    indeed,    that  the  time,  took  place  before  I  could  see  her. 

complaint  is  seen  in  any  aggravated  state  On  examination  of  the  placenta,  I  found 

except  in  persons  of  this  olass.  the  cord  -of  the  former  birth  attached  to 

It  appears,  then,  gentlemen,  from  the  the  side,  and  that  of  the  latter  to  the 

few  remarks  which  our  time  has  allowed  centre. 

me  to  make  to  you,  that  some  complaints  I  am  aware  that  many  cases  have  been 
which  commence  in  the  lining  membrane  mentioned  by  writers,  of  twin%  born  at  ro- 
of the  nose,  may  spread  to  the  outer  partH,  mote  periods  from  each  other,  but  what  I 
as  in  Paisley  and  some  cases  now  in  the  thougnt  remarkable,  and  which  has  led  to 
hospital.  In  another  lecture  I  may,  per-  the  report  of  the  above  case,  was,  the  ab- 
haps,  make  some  observations  to  you  upon  seuce  of  pain,  and,  to  ail  appearance,  of 
these  affections,  in  addition  to  those  I  have  contraction,  in  the  expulsion  of  the  dead 
now  offered  to  you  of  the  internal  ulcers  fcetus.  The  uterus  has  been  said  to  be 
of  the  nose.  "a  life  within  a  life,"  and  the  occurrence 

here  mentioned  would  give  some  confirma- 

tion  to  its  supposed  powers  of  indepen. 

dent  resolve,  as  well  as  action;  for  the 
casting  off  of  the  dead  foetus  without  tha 
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usual  m6ans  of  pain  and  contraction,  is  egregiously  mistaken  as  to  the  number 
'would  imply,  in  some  degree,  a  conscious-  of  cases  which  have  been  under  his  care  in 
ness  that  such  means  were  not  fitted  for  the  Infirmary.  I  am  prepared  to  prove, 
the  present  case,  as  tending  prematurely  from  written  documents,  that  he  has  at- 
to  expel  its  remaining  contents:  or,  to  tended,  during  the  lost  five  years,  twenty- 
sneak  more  accurately,  I  may  say  that  the  six  boys,  of  whom  fourteen  died*,  either 
aonve  circumstances  are  aoditional  evi-  there  or  after  having  been  removed  to  the 
deuces  that  all  the  organs,  and  most  espe-  residences  of  their  friends, 
cially  the  uterine  system,  have  the  faculty  The  physician  of  Christ's  Hospital  is 
of  adapting  themselves  to  contingencies  not  expected  to  visit  the  sick  boys  in 
and  abnormal  occurrences*.  our  infirmary  but  in  his  consulting  cha- 
racter, whenever  the  resident  apothecary 
'  should  have  reason  to  consider  a  case  to  faie 

either  difficult  or  dangerous,  (which  will 

CHRIST'S   HOSPIT  A  L  —  MEDIC  A  L  satisfactorily  account  for  the  large  propor- 

DEPARTMENT  UNDER  DR.  RO-  ^L?  ?wr*J!!i  **  *i*^''* '^*^^ '  *"*!i'  "?' 

nc^nrrc  Circumstances,  I  am  ready  to 

BERTS.  bear  my  humble  testimony  to  the  ready 

•-*-  assistance  Dr.  Roberts   has   always    af- 

'VT    .1    I7J*.        r  *i    Ttr  J-    1  i^       t*  forded  me,   and  to  the  same  attention. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  ^h^^  ^^  ^^y  ^j^^  ,,.,  ^^-^^^  ^^^^  ^^ 

Q-.  called  for  by  the  ofiicers  or  servants  of  the 

'*'"»  house. 

Tt  is  not  consistent  with  my  feelings  to  I  should  have  supposed  that  the  little 

enter  into  correspondence  with  the  Editor  occasion  there  has  been  for  requiring  the 

of  a  work  of  the  avowed  character  of  the  attendance  of  the  physician,    instead  of 

lancet ;  I  have,  therefore,  to  request,  that  being  a  subject  of  complaint  by  a  gorer- 

you  will  insert  in  your  Gazette  the  follow-  nor,  would  have  been  the  source  of  the 

ing  letter,  in  reply  to  a  letter  contained  in  highest  gratification  to  him ;  as  it  is  a 

that  publication  of  the  9th  instant,  rela-  convincing  proof  that  the  diet,  care,  and 

live  to  Christ's  Hospital,  signed  by  '*  A  management  of  the  boys  are,  as  at  present 

Governor,'' and  datea  July  1834.  conducted,    very  well    adapted    to    theit 

I  begin  .with  that  glaring  and  illiberal  health  and  comfort,  and  will  admit  but 

construction  put  upon  the  resignation  of  little  improvement;  as  the  average  num. 

Dr.  Roberts,  the  physician  to  that  esta-  her  of  deaths,  in  the  last  ten  years,  has 

blishment,  which  the  writer  states  to  have  been  only  about  one  in  150  annually  f. 

been  in  consequence  of  the  appointment  of  I  am  satisfied  that  an  impartial  public 

a  special  committee,  to  inquire  into  the  will  be  of  opinion  that  the  '*  venerable 

efilciency  of  its  medical  department.    Now  apothecary,    in  his  80th  year,"  has  not 

it  is  a  well-known  fact,  that  Dr.  Roberts  been  deficient  in  his  care  and  attention  to 

resigned  his  appointment  as  physician  to  the  sick  boys,  although  he  may  not  be 

St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  at  the  same  equal  in  professional  qualifications  to  the 

time  in  which  he  relinquished  his  situation  "  talented  resident  general  practitioner," 

here,  with  the  design  of  retiring  from  whoever  he  shall  be,  by  whom  the  special 

practice  altogether,  and  of  residing  in  the  committee  may  intend  to  supplant  him. 

country;  wmch  is  a  sufficient  answer  to'  Dr.  Johnson    has  observea    long  ago, 

that  unhandsome  insinuation,  especially  that  there  is  no  profession  that  does  so 

as  he  had  given,  some  weeks  previous,  no-  much  to  serve  the  public  gratuitously  as 

tice  to  our  Treasurer  of  this,  his  intention,  the  medical  profession ;  and  in  charitable 

The  letter  proceeds  to  state,  that  his  institutions,  supported  by  uncertain  con- 

place  was  almost  a  sinecure,  having  had  tributions,  physicians  are  never  wanting 

only  eighteen  patients  in  fife  years,  of  who  will  render  their  gratuitous  services; 

whom  seven  died,  for  which  he 'received  but  in  such  a  well -endowed  establishment 

the  sum  of300L     As  there  is  great  reason  as  Christ's  Hospital  the  honorary  services 

to  believe,  from  its  date,  that  this  letter  is : 

the  production  of  one  of  the  special  com-  .  Thf  dealht  above  mentioned  occurred  be- 

mittee  above  alluded  to,  the  writer  ought  tween  June  1829,  and  Jane    1884,    and   were 

to  have  known  that  Dr.  Roberts's  duty,  in  cauned  by 

juidUion  to  hi.  attendance  upoa  the  Wj  ^I^V,S^:L'^n\ii:i:^iii;-::::::::    B 

in  the  Infirmary,  was  to  visit,  when  called  phthisie 8 

upon,  all  the  officers  and  servants  belong-       ,  ObsUpatio  1 

ing  to  the  Hospital,  in  number  somewhere  '«^»'^»  typl>odea -    » 

about  lAO  persons.    The  writer,  moreover,  14 

*  American  Journ.  of  Ued*  Sciences.  t  9«e  Hedlcal  Repoaltory,  vol.  111.  p.  48. 
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of  a  consulting  physician  or  surgeon  onght 
not  for  a  moment  to  be  contemplated.  The 
proposition  is  truly  preposterous,  nor  have 
the  managers  or  governors  any  right  to 
expect  that  it  will  ever  be  acceded  to. 

Dr.  Hue,  the  highly  respectable  and 
well-qualified  successor  to  Dr.  Roberts,  is 
stated,  in  the  Goremor's  letter,  to  be  a 

1>luralt8t  If  he  be  so,  it  is  in  the  very 
audable  cause  of  charity ;  for  I  beliere 
that  the  greater  part,  if  not  all,  of  his 
professional  services  are  gratuitous,  except 
at  the  two  hospitals  of  St  Bartholomew's 
and  Christ's.  The  principal  advantages 
which  belong  to  the  former  of  these,  arise 
from  the  pupils  who  attend  the  medical 
practice  of  it. 

Having  noticed  such  circumstances  in 
the  Governors'  letter  as  come  within  my 
immediate  department,  I  subscribe  myself 
Your  obedient  servant, 

He  NaT  Field. 

Christ's  Honpltal,  Aug.  14, 18B4. 


IMPROVED  SURGEON. DENTISTS' 
FORCEPS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Sir, 

In  the  London  Medical  Gazette  for  April 
19,  1834,  and  in  Nos.  9  and  19,  of  toI.  ii. 
of  thfpLancet,  attempts  are  made  by  two 
individuals  to  claim  the  invention  of  tm- 
proved  surgecndentuts*  forceps  for  the  ex- 
tracting of  stumps  of  teeth,  of  which 
Mr.  Cyrus  Fay  was  the  original  inventor, 
and  for  which  he  was  rewarded  with  the 
large  silver  medal  of  the  Society  for  the 
Encouragement  of  Arts,  Manufactures, 
and  Commerce,  iii  the  Adelphi,  so  long 
since  as  the  year  1826.  During  the  period 
of  twenty  years,  that  1  have  been  a  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Mechanics,  in 
that  patriotic  and  valuable  institution, 
I  have  taken  a  considerable  interest  in 
forwarding  his  views  of  communicating 
his  invention  for  the  use  of  the  public, 
through  the  instrumentality  of  the  So- 
ciety. I  cannot,  therefore,  feel  indifferent 
at  these  unworthy  attempts  to  deprive  him 
of  the  honour  of  being  the  original  in- 
rentor  df  those  valuable  instruments,  and 
trust  you  will  please  to  afford  insertion  to 
these  observations,  in  order  that  the  pub- 
lic maybe  tnily  informed  thereon.  I  may 
further  Observe,  that  the  two  indiTidnafs 
above-mentioned  seem  to  affix  a  high  value 
to  the  invention,  as  they  are  now  actually 
contesting  -the  priority  of  it  Mr.  Fay  has 
deposited  two  of  his  original  instruments 


in  my  hands,  for  the  satisfkction  of  the 
public— I  am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  Giu, 
CooraltlDf  and  AdvteiBff  Engineer,  Patnit 
Agcot,  Ace.  Savoy  DepM  ot  Practical 
Science,  12§,  Strand,  Loodon. 

Aa(.  14, 1884. 

QUACK  PILLS. 

Thb  celebrated  Machiayel  lost  his  life  by 
quacking  himself  with  a  favourite  noa- 
trum— some  ymtable  pills  resembliiig 
Morison's,  but  kss  drastic,  as  they  ooo- 
tatned  no  gamboge.  Violent  pains  in  the 
bowels  carried  off  the  author  of  "  Tlie 
Prince,"  in  the  58th  year  of  his  age. 

WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  of  BURIALS, 

From  Bills  opMoaTALiry,  Avg.  19,  1834. 

Absccaa 

A«e  and  Debility . 
Apoplexy      •       • 
Asthma         • 
Cancer  •       • 

Childbirth  . 
Cholera  •  • 
Consumption  . 
Constipation  of  the 
Bowels  .  • 
Convulsions  . 
Crovp   . 

Dentition  or  Teething  8 
DIarrhoBa 
Dropsy 

Dropsy  on  the  Brain  19 
Dropsy  on  the  Chest 
Erysipelas    . 
Fever  • 

Fever,  Scarlet 
Fever,  Typhus     • 

Increase  ot  Burials,  as  compared  with  I 
the  preceding  week        .       .        .  j 
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Thursday .  14 

r^owAl  to  80 

80^  to  80-00 

Friday    .  .  Ift 

49      70 

8016 

80- IS 

Saturday  .  !6 

M      79 

80-09 

80  05 

Sunday  .  .  17 

ft7      78 

80  01 

8^7 

Ifonday.  .  18 

68      79 

S9n« 

»-87 

Tuesday .  .  19 

68      76 

89-80 

29-7* 

Wednesday  20 

64  '   78 

2987 

29*88 

Wind  N.  and  N.W.  ^  the  latter  preTalllng. 
A  few  drops  of  rain  In  the  evening  of  the  20th  s 
otherwise  fenerally  clear. 

Chaelss  Hbnky  Adams. 


NOTICE. 

Dr.  E.  S.  BlandrlPs  letter  is  an  adver- 
tisemenL  Some  of  the  newspapers,  pro. 
bably,  as  it  is  more  in  their  way,  would 
^ye  pnblicity  to  reputed  cares  by  **  the 
magnetic  fluid.*' 

W.  Wilson,  Printer,  57,  Skinner- Street,  tibndoo« 
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Inflammation        . 

24 

6 

Bowels  ft  Stomach  14 

2 

Brain 
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8 
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Insanity 
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LiTer,  diseased 

1 

2 
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Paralysis 
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LECTURES  candidly  stated  to  the  friends  the  perilous 

ON  TMB  nature  of  the  case,  rather  to  trust  to  your 

own  knowledge    than  to  waste  time  by 

THEORY  AND  PRACTICE    OF  sending  to   any  distance  for  assistance; 

lUTTkWTFi^Dv  because  the  danger  is  urgent  and  immi- 

miuwLtt.iiYi  nent ;  and  because  the  lapse  of  a  few  mi- 

Delivered  at  the  London  Hospital,  ""*«'»  ne?er  to  be  recalled,  may  depress 

^                                              '^      '  the  patient  beyond  the  possibility  of  re- 

By  Francis  H.  Ramsbotham,  M.D.  storation. 

__  About  a  year  and  a  half  since,  I  was 

sent  for  in  the  middle  of  the  night  to 

Lecture  XLVII.  a  lady,  a  few  miles  from  London,  whom 

rnMPTFY  TAnOTTPf!    ffX'Mnn  J  ^^  to  take  charge  of  4n  her  expected 

COMPLEX  LABOURS—HJEMOR'  labour,   but  who  had  been  seized  with 

.  RHAGE.  flooding  suddenly  before  the  term  of  ges- 

RKTBNTION   OP  THB   PLACBNT*.  ^"°"tT*  ^T"^!   ^^T^l'J'fL^  !}" 

bouse  I  found  her  pale  and  faint  from  the 
At  our  last  meeting  I  spoke  of  hemor-  loss  of  blood,  and  suffering  under  the 
rhage  occurring  between  the  birth  of  pains  of  uterine  contraction.  I  d^^ted 
the  child  and  the  removal  of  the  pla-  the  placenta  presenting  entirely  over  the 
centa.  I  recommended  you  not  to  wait  os  uteri,  which  was  dilating  slowly.  She 
longer  than  an  hour  anti  a  half  for  the  was  of  a  debilitated  constitution,  having 
expulsion  of  the  mass,  even  if  there  were  been  the  subject  of  frequent  abortions, 
no  sanguineous  discharge ;  but  at  the  ex-  and,  to  add  to  my  embarrassment,  was  a 
niiation  of  that  time  to  introduce  the  much-valued  personal  friend.  I  stated  to 
hand  into  the  uterus,  and  remove  it  if  her  husband  (he  dangerous  nature  of  the 
necessary.  But  I  also  inculcated  the  cau-  case,  and  the  necessity  for  speedy  delivery* 
tion,  that  if  flooding  came  on  to  an  alarm.  He  was  kind  enough  to  assupe  me  of  his 
ing  extent,  no  time  was'  to  be  lost  in  confidence  in  the  propriety  of  any  means 
emptying  the  uterus,  that  an  opportunity  [  might  adopt,  and  at  the  same  time  of- 
might  be  given  it  of  contracting  itself  per-  fered,  if  it  would  be  any  satisfaction  to  me, 
fecUy.  to  send  to  London  for  the  assistance  of  any 
It  may,  however,  happen  that  yon  are  gentleman  whom  I  might  name.  Had  time 
fearful  of  removing  the  placenta  yourself;  permitted,  I  would  most  thankfully  have 
that  you  are  diffident  in  your  own  capa-  requested  my  father's  presence ;  but  it  was 
bilities ;  that  you  are  nnwilling  to  act  in  very  evident,  that  if  the  dischaive  con- 
the  case  entirely  on  your  own  responsi-  tinned  with  any  thing  like  the  violence  of 
bility,  and  desirous  of  obtaining  the  as.  the  previous  eruptions,  the  case  would  be 
sistance  of  a  friend.  It  is  possible  that  hopeless  long  before  his  arrival ;  and  I 
you  may  somewhat  restrain  the  discharge  therefore  proceeded  immediately  to  my 
in  the  interval  by  keeping  the  patient  anxious  duty.  The  lady  was  delivered 
perfectly  oniet  in  the  posture  in  which  she  with  but  little  additional  loss,  but  con- 
nas  been  aelivered,  coining  the  atmosphere  tinned  for  some  time  under  a  state  of  faint- 
of  the  apartment,  and  applying  cold  to  ness,  and  even  suffered  a  slight  convulsion, 
the  hypogastric  region,  the  pubes,  and  She  rallied,  however,  and  gradually  re- 
loins.  But  I  strongly  advise  those  of  you  covered  her  former  health.  I  have  not  the 
who  have  paid  the  necessary  attention  to  least  doubt  that  if  the  operation  had  been 
this  department  of  medicine,  after  having  delayed  until  assistance  could  have  been 
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procured  teom  town,  we  should  have  had  dartiug  from  hip  to  hip,  or  situated  in  the 

to  lament  a  fatal  termination.  region  of  the  diaphragm,  much  impeding 

I  urged  you  also,  in  cases  where  morbid  respiration,  and  varying  in  intensity  as  in 

adhesion  existed,  to  use  your  best  endea*  situation.    The  bowels  at  first  are  usoally 

▼ours  for  the  removal  of  the  whole  of  the  more  torpid  than  ordinary,  but  after  a 

mass, — being  persuaded  that  a  woman  can  time  they  become  much  relaxed,  and  there 

scarcely  be  left  in  a  more  perilous  situation  is  difficulty  in  checking  their  action.     As 

after  delivery, —  unless  indeed    extensive  the  case  proceeds,  the  dangerous  symp- 

lacerations  or  contusions  of  the  maternal  toms  progressively  increase;  the  strength 

structures  have  occurred  during  labour, —  hourly  diminishes ;  the  belly  swells,  and 

than  with  portions  of  a  broken  placenta  becomes  tense;  low  delirium  supervenes; 

left  adherent  to  the  uterine  surface.    The  the  tongue  acquires  the  typhoid  character; 

danger,  indeed,  is  two-fold, — immediate  vomiting  of  dark  coffee-ground- like  matter 

and  remote ;— immediate,   from    haemor-  occurs ;  the  extremities  become  cold ;  the 

rhage,  produced  by  the  inability  of  the  foecal  evacuations  and  urine  are  void^  in- 

uterus  perfectly  to  contract  its  cavitpr,  and  voluntarily ;   subsultus    tendinum    comes 

to  close  its  vessels,  while  any  portions  of  on;  and  the  patient  sinks  within  a  week 

the  placenta  remain  within  it ;  and  re-  or  ten  days  after  delivery, 

mote,  principally  ftom  the  effects  of  putre.  It  is   not  always,  however,  that    the 

faction.  disease  runs  this  fatal  course.     Sometimes 

^,^«rr^^^  .,  4r«««.«.  ^c  putrid  mass  is  thrown  off  from   the 

DISRUPTED  PLACENTA.  ^^^^^^  ^^^  ^j.^j  ^^^^^  instantaueously 

When  a  portion  of  the  placenta  is  left  follows :  at  others,  the  symptoms  never 
in  utero,  we  generally  observe  violent  assume  such  violence  of  form ;  and  on  the 
after-pains  returning  at  longer  or  shorter  third  or  fourth  day  from  delivery,  a  puru- 
intervals,  preventing  sleep,  and  harassing  lent  discharge,  devoid  of  any  unpleasant 
the  patient  with  excessive  irritability^.  Bv  smell,  flows  from  the  vagina,  in  which 
degrees  the  pain  becomes  more  continual,  filaments  of  the  placenta  are  discernible, 
and  at  last  ^most  incessant,  and  is  much  and  which  often  lasts  for  two  or  three 
increased  on  pressure  applied  over  the  hy.  weeks.  I  suspect  this  discharge  to  be  a 
pogastric  region,.and  on  putting  the  infant  secretion  from  the  inner  surface  of  the 
to  the  breast.  When  the  first  violent  uterus,  consequent  on  inflammation,  and 
eruption  has  ceased,  the  uterine  discharge  to  be  a  means  adopted  by  nature  to  get  rid 
is  generally  moderate,  with  the  expulsion  of  the  offending  body,  and  always  hail  its 
of  occasional  coagula.  In  the  course  of  appearance  a^  one  of  the  best  signs  we 
two  or  three  days  it  assumes  a  character  can  observe.  I  seldom  saw  it  afforded  in 
far  from  natural;  it  becomes  sanious,  of  a  such  quantity  as  materially  to  depress  the 
dark  and  dirty  brown  colour,  putrescent,  and  vital  powers,  and  still  less  frequently  have 
necessarily  highlv  offensive  to  the  smell ;  I  known  death  ensue,  where  it  had  been 
and,  together  with  the  exuding  fluid,  small  freely  formed.  At  other  times,  again,  but 
shreds  of  putrid  placenta  will  sometimes  very  rarely,  the  remaining  portions  of  pla- 
pass.  Shortly  the  system  in  general  sym.  ceiita  become  the  nucleus  for  hydatidinous 
pathizes  with  the  unhealthy  state  of  the  formations ;  and  more  rarely  still,  I  be- 
uterine  organ ;  febrile  symptoms,  violent  lieve,  they  are  actually  absorbed, 
in  degree,  supervene,  ushereci  in  by  one  or  Tiiatment, — When  the  hasmorrhage  has 
more  rigors;  the  pulse  soon  becomes  rapid,  ceased,  which  must  be  met  by  such  means 
and  is  generally  small ;  there  is  heat  and  as  have  more  than  once  been  insisted  on, 
dryness  of  skin,  especially  on  the  abdo-  our  treatment  must  entirely  depend  on 
men;  immoderate  thirst;  great  anxiety  the  violence  of  the  symptoms  present, 
both  of  countenance  and  mind ;  restless-  The  bowels  must  be  moderately  opened  in 
ness,  almost  amounting  to  jactitation;  the  first  instance,  and  their  action  re- 
frequent  sighings;  occasionally  vomiting,  strained  afterwards,  if  inordinate;  theirri- 
or  a  distressing  sensation  of  choking,  espe-  tability  of  stomach  may  perhaps  be  al. 
cially  on  attempting  to  take  fluids,  and  per-  layed  by  effervescent  draughts;  and  seda- 
haps  also  on  pressure  being  applied  to  the  tive  medicines,  either  opium  itself,  or  those 
uterine  re^on;  uninterrupted  wakefulness;  of  a  milder  kind,  will  generally  be  found 
a  diminution  in  the  secretion  of  milk ;  the  usefUl.  There  exists  a  little  difference  of 
toiM^e  white,  loaded,  and  slimy,  or  red,  dry,  opinion  among  practical  men  as  to  the 
and  shining;  and  there  is  more  or  less  head-  propriety  of  removing  the  afteT-pains  by 
ache,  with  wandering  of  the  mind.  Some-  opiate  remedies.  My  father  and  BlnndeU 
times  the  pain  in  the  head  is  of  a  pulsatory  think  it  better  not  to  interfere  with  the 
character,  and  constant ;  at  others,  of  a  uterine  contractions,  because  through  their 
sharp,  darting  kind,  and  intermitting,  agency  it  is  probable  the  irritating  mass 
Another  very  common,  indeed  almost  uni-  may  be  expelled.  On  the  contrary,  others, 
versal  symptom,  is  erratic  pains  in  dif-  as  Ingleby,  regard  opium  as  called  for. 
ferent  parts  of  the  body,   most  usually  For  myself,  considering  the  distress  these 
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pftins  produce,  t  think  it  better  to  alleviate  is  the  least,  inverting  the  uterus  the  most 
them,  more  especially  as  they  frequentlv  dangerous,  in  its  consequences.  If  we  break 
fail  in  producing  the  good  anticipateo,  the  funis,  we  certainly  lose  it  as  a  guide 
and,  by  their  severity,  occasion  excessive  to  the  placenta;  but  this  is  not  of  much 
irritability.  Bleeding  from  the  arm  will  importance.  We  can  pass  the  hand  into 
seldom  be  borne  with  impunity ;  but  more  the  uterus,  and  remove  the  placenta,  when 
relief  will  be  obtained  by  the  application  the  funis  is  broken  off,  almost  as  well  aa 
of  lecehes  to  the  uterine  region.  I  have  when  it  is  entire,  and  its  value  as  a  guide 
occasionally  found  benefit  from  ooun-  is  on  the  whole  but  trifling.  If,  by  our 
ter-irritants  applied  to  the  side  of  the  improper  interference,  we  separate  a  larger 
chest  or  that  part  where  the  sympathetic  portion  of  the  placenta,  we  shall  bring  on 
pain  was  most  acute;  but  not  so  fine-  an  increase  of  hiemorrhage,  which  will 
qnentl;jr  as  I  could  have  desired.  As  these  probably  require  the  manual  removal  of 
pains,  indeed,  are  usually  erratic,  and  de-  the  mass.  If  we  extract  only  a  part  of 
pendent  (as  I  presume)  on  the  state  of  the  placenta,  leaving  a  large  portion  be. 
uterine  membrane,  it  is  reasonable  to  sup.  hind,  we  shall  also  reqaiie  to  introduce 
pose  that  more  advantage  will  be  derived  Uie  hand  for  the  purpose  of  extracting  the 
from  local  applications  to  the  uterus  or  remainder.  But  it  is  possible  that  we 
its  neighbourhood,  than  to  the  immediate  may  even  invert  the  uterus :  for  if  the 
seat  of  painful  sensation.  Under  this  placenta  be  adherent  to  the  fundus  of  the 
idea  I  have  geherally  directed  my  atten-  organ,— if  the  adhesion  be  strong,— if  the 
tion  to  the  uterus,  and  my  means  to  over-  funis  does  not  give  way  to  the  force 
coming  the  disease  existing  in  its  struc-  applied  to  it,— and  if  the  uterus  be  flaccid, 
tare :  next  to  leeches,  then,  I  have  thought  and  have  not  contracted  round  the  mass, 
relief  has  been  obtained  from  external  — the  ftindus  will  descend,  pass  through 
fomentations,  and  particularly  injections  the  os  uteri  into  the  vagina,  and  the 
of  warm  water  into  the  vagina  or  cavity  of  viscus  will  be  turned  inside  outwards,  as 
the  uterus  itself.  If  the  os  uteri  be  not  a  pocket  might  be. 
morbidly  tender,  the  nozzle  of  the  syringe  Whenever  this  serious  accident  has  hap- 
may  be  passed  just  within  the  orifice;  pened  (which,  as  it  must  always  be  the 
but  •  if  tnis  attempt  should  give  much  consequence  of  improper  treatment,  I  trust 
pain,  I  should  content  myself  with  merely  wiU  never  occur  in  your  hands),  it  may  be 
washing  out  the  vagina  every  two  or  known  by  the  placenta  still  remaining  ad- 
three  hours.  The  application  soothes  the  herent,  though  perhaps  external  to  the 
parts,  by  aeting  as  an  internal  fomenta-  vulva ;  by  the  sudden  appearance  of  the 
tion,  cleanses  them  of  anv  putrid  fluid  sensitive  tumor  which  occupies  the  vagina; 
which  may  be  lodginsr  witnin  them,  and  and  by  the  womb  not  being  discernible 
nay  peihaps  even  tend  to  separate  the  ad-  above  die  pubes  by  the  hand  appliedover  the 
herent  portions  of  placenta,  and  bring  abdominal  parietes.  It  must  immediately 
them  away.  A  weak  solution  of  the  dilo-  be  restored  to  its  former  state ;  for  the 
ride  of  lime  or  soda  may  be  substituted  lapse  of  every  minute  will  be  of  conse- 
for  the  plain  water,  sometimes  with  ad-  quence,  since  the  longer  we  delay  the 
vantage.  When  the  symptoms  of  excite-  more  difficulty  shall  we  experience  in  its 
ment  have  merged  into  those  of  depressed  reduction.  For  this  purpose,  the  hand 
powers,  wine,  ssthcr,  ammonia,  bark,  and  being  half-shut,  the  knuckles  are  to  be 
aromatics,  may  be  used ;  but  their  efficacy  presMd  firmly  aguust  the  most  depending 
in  restoring  tne  system  to  a  healthy  state  point  of  the  tumor ;  when  the  part  will 
is  at  the  best  inconsiderable.  yield,  the  fundus  will  pass  up  with  a  sort 

of  jerk,  the  organ  will  be  restored  to  its 
ACCIDENTS  LIKELY  TO  HAPPEN   ON    AT-  natuml  situation,  and  the  hand  will  ocoupy 
TEMPTS   TO    REMOVE   THE    PLACENTA  the  cavity.    The  placcuta  mav  uow  bc  re- 
FEOM   THE   UTERUS,    BY   PULLING    AT  movcd,  as  before  recommended;  and  on 
THE  FUNIS.  the  withdrawal  of  the  hand  the  greatest 
The  cautions  I  have  so  often  repeated  possible  care  must  be  taken  that  the  in- 
regarding  the  necessitv  of  waiting  until  version, — of  which  there  is  some  proba- 
the  placenta    is    wholly  lodged   in    the  bility,— >does  not  occur  again.    Unless  this 
vagina,  before  any  attempt  is  made  to  restoration  be  effected  within  a  few  mi- 
withdrasv  it  by  the  funis,  are  not  without  nutes  of  the  time  when  the  accident  took 
their  object :  for  if  the  mass  be  adherent,  place,  I  should  presume  either  that  the 
we  shall  either  separate  it  further  from  its  uterus  could  not  be  reduced  at  all,  or  that 
attachment ;  or  we  shall  break  it,  leaving  the  hasmonhage  must  be  excessive, 
a  part  in  utero ;  or  we  shall  rupture  the  Barlow,  foliowing  Puzos  and    Dionis, 
Amis,  or  cause  it  and  the  membranes  to  recommends  that  the  placenta  should  be 
slip  away  from  the  bed  of  the  placenta ;  separated  from  its  attachment  before  any 
or,  lastly,  we  shall  invert  the  uterus  it-  attempt  is  made  to  replace  the  uterus, 
•elf.  Of  these  accidents,  breaking  the  funis  I  should  mjself  much   prefer  acting  as 
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just  adrised,  because,  should  the  detach-  symptoms  which  I  haTe  this  morning  enn- 
ment  be  effected  while  the  uterus  remains  merated ;  or,  lastly,  yon  may  not  pay  snf* 
in  its  inverted  state,  either  the  woman  ficient  attention  to  the  necessity  of  proeor- 
would  bleed  to  death  from  the  patulous  ing  a  thoroughly  contracted  uterus;  yoa 
orifices  of  the  exposed  vessels ;  or,  if  such  may  take  away  the  placenta,  and  leave 
a  degree  of  contraction  took  place  as  to  that  organ  in  a  flaccid  state,  the  canae  of 
stop  the  haemorrhage,  that  very  shrinking  a  continuance  of  haemorrhage, 
of  the  uterine  parietes  would  preclude  the  The  most  horrifying  case  of  mismanage- 
possibility  of  restoring  it  to  its  natural  ment,  perhaps,  that  ever  occurred  either 
state.  in  medicine  or  surgery,  arose  from  an  ad- 
Two  cases  of  inverted  uterus  have  come  hesion  of  the  placenta,  and  is  put  on  le- 
under  my  observation.  In  one  I  was  re-  cord  by  Dr.  Boys,  formerly  physician-ae- 
quested  to  be  present  at  the  inspection  coucheur  to  the  Westminster  Geoerai 
of  the  body  of  a  woman  who  had  died  from  Dispensary.  He  was  present  at  the 
flooding  soon  after  delivery ;  we  found  the  dissection  of  the  body,  together  with  Mr. 
uterus  completely  inverted,  and  lying  in  Brookes,  Drs.  Hooper,  rothergill,  and 
the  vagina.  The  attendant  had  separated  several  other  gentlemen.  They  found 
the  placenta  after  the  'accident,  and  had  wanting— the  uterus,  right  ovarium  and 
contented  himself  with  hiding  the  organ  tube,  part  of  the  vagina,  and  part  of 
from  sight  within  the  external  parts.  The  the  left  fallopian  tube ;  the  greatest 
other  was  some  weeks  after  delivery.  The  part  of  the  rectum,  caecum,  appendix 
uterus  had  contracted  to  its  small  unim-  vermiformis,  the  ascending  portion  of  the 
pregnated  size, — almost  as  well,  indeed,  as  colon,  the  right  side  of  the  transverse 
though  it  was  in  situ ;  but  the  patient  was  arch,  all  the  ilium  and  inferior  part  of  the 
draining  to  death  with  a  copious  foetid  jejunum,  —  altogether  many  feet  of  the 
discharge.  The  case- presented  an  appear-  small  intestines, — ^^'ith  part  of  the  mesen- 
ancc,  indeed,  almost  similar  to  this  speci-  tery,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  omentum 
men  [presenting  a  preparation.]  Of  the  majus,  which  had  been  torn  away  from  the 
treatment  of  this  chronic  stage  of  inver-  right  side  of  the  large  curvature  of  the 
sion  we  shall  speak  when  the  organic  dis-  stomach.  The  remaining  portion  of  the 
eases  of  the  uterus  become  the  subjects  of  transverse  arch  of  the  colon,  and  much  of 
discussion.  the  jejunum,  were  torn  from  their  attach- 
Erron  liable  to  be  cammitted.^The  errors,  ments.  The  labour  occurred  on  Septem- 
tben,  that  you  are  liable  to  commit  in  a  her  18th,  1807,  and  was  complicated  with 
case  of  adherent  placenta  are  many.  You  an  adherent  placenta.  The  attendant 
may  pull  too  violently  at  the  cord,  and  broke  the  placenta  by  pulling  at  the  funis, 
cause  rupture  of  the  placenta,  rnpture  of  This  produced  hasmorrhage,  and  he  left  the 
the  cord,  or  inversion  of  the  uterus.  You  patient  In  about  fifty  hours,  no  attempt 
may  be  too  fond  of  removing  the  placenta  having  been  made  to  relieve  her,  the  nurse 
by  the  introduction  of  the  hand  soon  after  found  something  hanging  out  of  the  ex- 
the  birth  of  the  child.  I  have  heard  some  temal  parts  ^  and  on  his  being  apprized  of 
practitioners  boast  how  soon  they  can  it,  he  said  it  must  be  taken  away,  and 
fetch  the  placenta  after  the  birth  of  the  placed  her  on  her  left  side  for  that  par- 
child.  Fetch  the  placenta,  indeed !  This  pose.  He  made  use  of  considerable  exer> 
fetching  of  tbe  placenta  has  destroyed  tion,  and  caused  great  pain.  He  then  or- 
more  women  than  all  the  accidents  in  la-  dered  a  pair  of  scissors  to  be  bronght,  say- 
hour  combined.  Yon  may  also, — but  of  ing  there  was  a  false  conception,  which 
this  there  is  less  danger, -  delay  removing  must  be  removed:  while  using  them  the 
the  placenta  until  too  late,  when  the  pa-  patient  fainted,  and  died  immediately, 
tient  having  fainted  frequently,  lies  gasp-  The  parts  taken  away  were  preserved,  and 
ing  and  tossing  about,  and  is  cold  in  tne  proved  to  be  those  I  have  jnst  mentioned, 
limbs,  and  a  cold  sweat  breaks  out  on  the  We  could  scarcely  suppose  that  such  igno. 
neck.  You  may  use  too  much  force  in  intro-  ranee  and  barbarity  could  exist,  as  exem- 
ducing  the  hand,  and  bruise  the  vagina  or  plified  in  the  conduct  of  this  case.  But, 
uterus,  and  too  little  care  in  separating  independently  of  the  precise  account 
the  placenta,  leaving  a  greater  or  less  por-  drawn  up  by  Dr.  Boys,  we  have  my  Ik- 
tion  in  the  uterus.  You  may  suppose,  ther's  testimony  in  corroboration ;  for  he 
because  you  can  feel  part  of  the  placenta,  saw  the  parts  in  Mr.  Brookes's  dissectinjc 
that  therefore  it  must  be  entirely  in  the  room.  The  man  was  tried  at  the  Old 
vagina;  and  you  may,  forgetting  the  pre.  Bailey  for  murder,  and  was  acquitted, 
cepts  inculcated,  endeavour  to  remove  it  by 

pulling  at  the  mass ;  vou  may  therefore  H^ifoaaHACE  scbseqcentlt  to  thb 

break  it,  withdraw  half,  and  aflow  the  le-  aBiffovi.L  of  the  placenta. 

mainder  to  lodge  in  the  uterus,  and  by  its  Even  after  the  placenta  has   been  ex- 

putre&etion  to  become  the  occasion  of  that  pdled  naturally,— or  more  frequently  after 

train  of  distressing  and  highly. dangerous  it  has  been  extracted  by  the  hand,  in  con- 
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sequence  of  atony  of  the  uterine  fibres,—  eases  where  the  cavity  is  empty.    If  it 

(notwithstanding  that  the  labour  is  said  to  contain  a  portion  of  placenta,  or  any  other 

be  terminated  so  far  as  the  different  stages  substance,  its  fibres  may  act  pretematu- 

are    concerned)  —  the    woman    is   Ihible  rally  strongly,  to  expel  the  offending  body ; 

to  a  continuance  of  the  haemorrhage,  or  to  and  vet,  as  the  cavity  is  not  perfectly 

a  fresh  accession,  owing  to  the  want  of  closed,  haemorrhage  mav  go  on  from  the 

due  contraction  in  the  uterine  parietes.  uncontracted  vessels.     Now  occasionallv 

dnues,  —  We  shall  generally  find  that  the  coagula  which  collect  within  the  womb 
this  description  of  case  occurs  to  women  of  acquire  such  a  degree  of  tenacity,  that 
relaxed  habit,  and  weak  muscular  fibre—  they  adhere  to  the  internal  membrane  al- 
to those  who  have  borne  a  great  many  most  as  firmly  as  the  placenta  itself  under 
children,  or  after  a  lingering  or  instru-  morbid  agglutination ;  and  there  is  nearly 
mental  labour;  or  in  cases  where  the  the  same  improbability  of  their  natural 
child's  body  has  been  hurriedly  extracted  expulsion.  Under  such  circumstances,  the 
after  the  head  is  bom.  Exactly  the  same  manual  removal  of  the  fibrinous  mass, 
causes,  indeed,  will  produce  this  state,  as  provided  it  can  be  accomplished  without 
would  occasion  that  inertia  of  which  the  injury^  offers  the  best  chance  of  safety, 
retention  of  the  placenta  itself  is  the  con-  It  has  happened  to  me  within  the  last 
seouence.  vear  to  meet  with  four  or  five  cases  of  this 

Frequently,  under  these  circumstances,  kind,  in  which,  although  the  uterus  was 
the  blood  escapes  externally;  at  other  small  and  tolerably  firm,  a  draining  of 
times  it  is  retained  in  the  uterus.  A  coa-  blood  to  an  alarming  extent  was  going  on, 
gulum  forms  at  the  os  uteri,  and  the  effect  while  the  patient  was  harassed  with  al- 
of  this  plug  is  obvious ;  the  blood  is  poured  most  insufferable  after-pains.  On  the  in- 
out  from  Uie  open  vessels  into  the  uterine  troduction  of  the  hand  more  or  less  en- 
cavity,  is  prevented  flowing  forth,  but  con-  tirelv  within  the  uterus,  and  the  removal 
tinues  accumulating  within,  sometimes  to  of  the  clots,  not  only  has  the  discharge 
an  amazing  extent.  The  danger  is  even  ceased,  but  the  painful  contractions  have 
greater  than  when  the  hsemorniage  is  ex-  also  in  a  great  measure  disappeared, 
temal,  both  because  the  case  may  be  over-  Of  all  these  three  states,  that  in  which 
looked,  and  because  the  more  the  uterus  is  the  uterus  enlarges  rapidly,  fills  with 
distended,^  the  more  blood  the  cavity  con-  blood,  and  shews  no  disposition  to  con- 
tains,— the  larger  do  the  vessels  become,  di-  tract,  is  by  far  the  most  dangerous, 
latlng  in  their  calibre  in  proportion  as  the  £yfi?p<<m}«.— We  know  that  haemorrhage 
womb  increases.  The  organ  has  been  is  going  on,  by  the  common  symptoms 
known  to  acquire  a  %ize,  affier  the  birth  of  which  indicate  the  loss  of  blood.  Toe  co- 
the  child  and  extraction  of  the  placenta,  lour  vanishes  from  the  cheeks  and  lips ; 
almost  as  laige  as  it  was  previously  to  the  the  pulse  flags  ;  fainting  occurs ;  the 
commencement  of  labour,  so  that  its  fun-  breatning  becomes  laborious,  and  drawn 
dus  rises  above  the  umbilicus,  and  itsca-  with  sighs;  the  extremities  lose  their 
vity  contains  many  pints  of  blood.  Not-  warmth ;  jactitation  ensues,  and  peihaps 
withstanding  this'  internal  accumulation,  vomiting.  Vomiting,  indeed,  is  not  an 
scarcely  a  stain,  perhaps,  appears  cxter-  universal  symptom  of  loss  of  blood,  and 
nally.  seldom  comes  on  until  the  system  is  much 

Sometimes  the  uterus  contracts  tolera-  depressed.    Under  great  exhaustion,  I  con- 

bly  well  immediately  after  delivery,  and  slder  it  a  good  sign,  rather  than  a  bad  one; 

then  again  relaxes,  contractions  altemat-  because  it  shews  that  the  nervous  system  is 

ingwitii  relaxation,  until  a  very  considera-  not  deadened,  but    that  impressions  are 

ble  quantity  of  blood  having  been  lost,  the  still  kept  up  between  parts  remote  from 

{>atient  tinin.    It  is  on  this  account  that  I  each  other,  by  means  of  sympathy :  and  I 

lave  more  than  once  recommended  you  to  think,  also,  that  the  very  eflbrt  of  vomit- 

examine  the  uterine  tumor  by  your  hand  ing  tends  sometimes  to  mduce  contraction 

applied  over  the  abdomen,  three  or  four  in  the  uterus,  and  may  thus  be  the  means 

times  within  the  first  hour  after  delivery ;  of  preservation.    *We  also  know  that  flood- 

and  not  to  leave  your  patient  until  you  ing  is  going  on,  if  it  be  external,  by  an 

are  satisfied  of  the  perfect  and  continued  examination  of  the  linen :  sometimes  we 

contraction  of  the  organ.  find  a  Quantity  of  coagula  expelled  upon 

Still  another  sort  of  case  occurs,  which  the  napkins;  at  others,  that  part  of  the 

we  should  scarcely  expect,— a  dangerous  bed  in  which  the  woman  lies  is  soaked  with 

degree  of  haemorrhage  notwithstanding  the  blood,  and  no  misapprehension  can  arise  as 

uterus  is  acting  powerfully,  as  evinced  by  to  the  cause  of  the  diminished  vital  enei^. 

violent  after-pains.     We  lay  it  down  as  a  But  the  haemorrhage  may  be  internfU  and 

principle,— true  enough  in  general, — that  concealed ; — still  our  means  of  diagnosis 

the  more  strongly  the  womb  contracts  after  is  easy  and  certain :  the  simple  application 

delivery,  the  less  danger  is  there  of  bleed-  of  the  hand  over  the  uterine  tumor  will  be 

ing ;  but  this  proposition  only  applies  to  saflicient  to  assure  us  of  its  state ;  and  by 
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the  sensation  it  conveys,  we  jndge  whether  are  in  onr  power,  efficadoni  and  of  easy 
blood  is  pent  up  within  its  cavity.  If  application ;  and  of  these,  cold  may  next 
we  find  the  on<an  laige,  soft,  and  flaccid,  be  resorted  to.  A  napkin,  soaked  in  fine 
and  if  it  yield  to  the  hand,  and  become  gar  and  water,  may  be  suddenly  laid  npon 
harder  when  pressure  is  made  upon  it,  and  the  hypogastric  region,  and  the  ntems  will 
if  then  blood  passes  out  of  the  vagina  often  answer  the  stimnln<  immediatdj^. 
with  a  gurgling  noise,  we  can  be  at  no  A  succession  of  cold  cloths  may  be  used  in 
loss  to  declare  the  case  one  of  concealed  this  way,  so  as  to  keep  the  temperature  of 
haemorrhage.  But,  on  the  contrary,  if  this  part  of  the  person  below  the  standard, 
the  patient  continue  fainting,  while  there  and  pressure  may  be  used  occasionallj  at 
is  no  external  flow — if  we  nnd  the  uterus  the  same  time.  Should  the  bleeding,  bow- 
as  small  as  a  foetal  head,  and  hard,  and  ever,  still  continue,  and  the  faintnesa  in- 
observe  no  relaxation  in  its  8trnctnr&— we  crease  rather  than  diminish,  the  means  I 
must  seek  some  other  cause  for  the  de-  next  adopt  (and  sometimes  this  is  moch 
pressing  symptoms  besides  loss  of  blood :  more  useful  than  any  other  mode  of  apply- 
the  syncope  is  independent  of  hs&mor.  ing  cold)  is  dashing  a  quantity  of  eold  water 
rhage  from  the  womb.  SP^^    ^®  lower  part  of   the  abdomen. 

irMttment, — Our  indication  under   baa-  Ttiis  may,  peibaps,  appear  a  rough,  and 

morrhages  after  the  expulsion  of  the  pla-  neither  a  very  refined  nor  very  delicate 

oenta,  is  to  evacuate  the  uterus  so  as  to  mode  of  treatment;  but  the  case  is  of  n 

ensure  the  closure  of  its  cavity ;  and,  if  ne-  highly  dangerous  character,  and  all  other 

cessary,  to  rouse  the  flagging  powers  by  the  ^considerations  must  give  way  to  ensuring 

judicious  use  of  stimuU.    Both  outward  the  patient's  safety.    It  is  an  universal  ol^ 

applications,  internal  remedies,  and  ma-  servation,  that  a  slight  degree  of  cold,  ap- 

nual  operations,  will  assist  us  in  the  ac  plied  suddenly  and  with  a  shock,  will  pro- 

complishment  of  onr  purpose.    Pressure,  dnce  a  greater  effect  than  a  more  intense 

and  the  application  of  cold,  will  often  of  one  continued  for  some  time.  Thus  Gooch 

themselves  prove  sufficient  to  restrain  the  gives  us  an  instance  in  which  the  uterus 

flow,  and  they  may  be  used  in  combination,  was  stimulated  to  contract  by  a  quantitv  of 

Called,  then,  to  a  case  of  this  descrlp.  water,  the  temperature  of  the  chamber, 
tion,  the  first  means  I  employ  is  the  thrown  sudden! v  from  an  ewer  on  the  ab- 
graspin^  pressure  of  the  hand  to  the  uterine  domen,  although  it  had  not  answered  to 
tumor  Itself.  It  is  not  enough  merely  to  the  application  of  ice,  which  had  been 
lay  the  open  palm  upon  the  abdomen,  and  used  previously  for  a  considerable  period, 
press  steadily  and  flatly  ;  but  a  squeezing  We  may,  however,  still  be  foiled,  and 
or  kneading  action  should  be  used,  by  must  resort  to  otber  means.  The  intxo. 
which  the  organ  is  prevented  fillinflr  duction  of  the  hand  into  the  uterine  cavity 
and  becoming  distendea  with  blood,  and  may  next  be  put  in  practice,  and  it  seldom 
its  fibres  also  are  stimulated,  to  contract  fails  in  producing  the  contraction  we  de- 
It  is  not  unlikely  that  the  patient  may  sire.  You  may  inquire,  then,  why  we 
complain  of  the  pain  you  are  putting  her  should  not  introduce  the  hand  immediately 
to ;  she  may  be  desirous  for  you  to  remove  the  fasmorrhage  becomes  alarming  }  Be- 
Tonr  hand.  If  the  pain  she  experiences,  cause  it  is  better  first  to  adopt  less  harsh 
however,  be  that  of  contraction,  her  en-  means.  The  introduction  of  the  hand  is 
treaties  must  be  disregarded;  because  upon  always  to  be  avoided,  if,  by  any  other 
contraction  alone  her  ultimate  safety  will  method,  we  can  produce  the  same  measure 
depend.  At  other  times  she  will  notal-  of  good,  without  the  chance  of  injunr: 
low  you  to  leave  her  a  single  minute;  she  but  yet  there  are  many  states  that  fully 
feels  so  much  comfort  from  the  pressure  of  warrant  even  this  proceeding.  The  coat, 
the  band  and  from  tiie  support  which  the  then,  must  be  taken  off,  the  left  hand  and 
abdominal  parietes  receive,  and  she  expe-  arm  greased,  and  passed  gentiy  into  the 
riences  such  a  sensation  of  sinking  when  uterus,  and  the  parietes  may  be  stimulated 
that  pressure  is  removed,  that  she  feels  by  the  fingers  moved  within  it;  at  the 
convinced  she  will  faint  if  it  be  omitted,  same  time  that  the  right  hand  grasps  it 
While  haemorrhage  is  going  on  with  any  externally ;  or,  as  Goocn  recommends,  the 
activity,  I  place  no  reliance  on  a  ban-  bleeding  vessels  may  be  compressed  with 
dage,  however  tight  it  may  be  drawn,  or  the  knuckles  within,  while  the  uterine  tu* 
with  whatever  load  compresses  its  action  mor  is  pressed  upon  without ;  and  by  this 
may  be  idded.  I  cannot  think  any  folds  combination  of  external  and  internal  prva- 
of  linen  applied  over  the  uterine  regfion,  sure,  it  is  seldom  that  we  shall  not  suc- 
can  secure  contraction  in  a  manner  at  all  ceed  in  putting  a  stop  to  the  discbarge, 
to  be  compared  to  the  grasping  pressure  of  If  there  be  any  fibrinous  coagula  adhering 
the  hand.  to  the  internal  membrane,  these  must  be 

Wc  have  proof,  indeed,  that  even  the  removed  as  cautiously  as  we  should  sepa- 

pressure  of  the  hand  will  not  always  pro-  rate  the  placenta, 

duce^the  desired  eflTect:  but  other  means  Some  cases,  however,  will  not  even  yield 
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to  this  mode  of  treatment,  and  other  expe-  drugs,  and  with  my  experience.    I  have 

dients  are  recommended — such  as  injecting  often  seen,  at  the  commencement  of  la- 

a  quantity  of  cold  water,  vinesar,  or  other  hour,  uterine  action  suspended  by  what 

astringents,  into  the  uterus  itself.    This  is  a  would  be  considered  a  large  dose  of  opium ; 

planIneverhadrecour8eto;butGoochused  and  if  the  same  quantity  will  take  away 

to  declare,  he  was  not  happy  in  attending  a  action  at    the   beginning   of  labour,  is 

case  of  labour  unless  he  had  his  syringe  in  it  reasonable  to  suppose  it  will  excite  it 

his  pocket.    Ice  has  also  sometimes  been  at  the  termination  }     But  it  may  be  said 

introduced  into  the  uterus  with  advantage,  the  experience  of  practitioners  of  eminence 

either  naked,  or  wrapped  in  linen  or  flan-  proves  the  value  of  opium  in  the  case  un- 

nel.    A  small  quantity  of  ice  may  be  pro.  der  consideration  ;  and  that  there  is  no 

cured  from  a  neighbouring  confectioner's,  reasoning  against  experience.      I  by  no 

held  in  the  hand  till  the  comers  are  round-  means  deily  that  many  patients  have  done 

cd  off,  and  then  passed  into  the  cavity ;  well  after  the  exhibition  of  large  doses  of 

the  fear  of  freezing  the  living  structures  opium,  but  that  circumstance  by  no  means 

being  always  uppermost    in    the    mind,  proves  that  the  drug  was  the  agent  of  their 

Again :  it  has  been  recommended  that  we  ])re8ervation.     I  should  be  inclined  to  at- 

should  use  the  tampon— that  we  should  tribute  the  rccoYery  to  other  causes,  inde- 

stuff  the  vagina,  or  even  the  uterus,  with  pendently  of  the  exhibition  of'themedi- 

cloths  steeped  in  any  astringents  at  hand.  cine.    I  strongly  recommend    opium   in 

To  this  application,  under  such  circum-  large  doses  and  the  solid  form,  in  those 

stances,  you  may  recollect  I  have  already  cases  of  irritability  produced  by  a  loss  of 

decidedly  objected ;  because  the  blood  is  blood  which  had  previously  taken  place ; 

not  preserved  in  the  woman's  ressels  by  but  that  only  when  the  uterus  is  contracted 

filling  either  the  vagina  or  the  uterus;  it  is  and  the  danger  from  flooding  is  past, 
escaping  through  their  orifices,  and  collect-        We  should  act  unwisely  to  trust  much  to 

ing  in  the  uterine  cavity ;  and  as  the  womb,  any  of  the  mineral  acids  in  these  danger- 

by  the  presence  of  the  plug,  is  prevented  ons  cases,  but  they  may  be  exhibited  in 

contracting,  the  very  object  which  we  wish  combination  with  the  use  of  other  means, 

to  gain  is  defeated  by  our  own  anxious  care,  and  generally  act  as  grateful  refrigerants. 

Of  remedies  acting  through  the  agency  The  ergot  seems  to  be  indicated,  as  the 

of  the  stomach,  stimuli  (domestic  or  medi-  grand  object  is  to  produce  uterine  con- 

cated),  opium,  the  acids,  and  the  ergot,  traction  :  it  may  be  combined  with  an 

are  the  chief  in  use.  The  cautions  respect-  acid.    I  am  persuaded  I  have  witnessed 

ing  the  use  of  spirits,  ammonia,  and  other  ca.«es  of  after- hsDmorrhage,  in^ which  it  has 

substances  whien  powerfully  excite  the  ar-  been  exhibited  with  decided  advantage, 
terial  system,  I    need    not    here    repeat        Tnnufiubn, — Our  last  resource  is  the 

They  are  only  admissible — so  long  as  there  transfusion  of  blood  into  the  system  of 

is  a  chance  of  active  hasmorrhage  continu-  the  dying  patient,— a  means  most  power, 

ing — when  the  powers  arc  sunk  so  low  ful  in  arresting  the  vital  spirit,  even  as  it 

that  there  is  immediate  and  inuninent  dan-  flutters  with  tremulous  delay  upon  the  lip. 

{^er  present  I  have  stated  that  opium,  in  To  Dr.  Blundell  is  due  the  merit  of  haying 
arge  doses,  is  ycrv  much  extolled  in  cases  of  restored  the  practice,  of  advocating  its 
flooding,especialIy  by  Professors  Bums,Ha-  adoption  with  all  the  force  of  his  powerful 
milton,  ana  Dr.  Stewart,  but  that  I  consider  mind,  and  proving  its  eflicacy  both  by  rea 
it  a  medicine  perfectly  inadmissible  unless  soning  and  experiment.  But  transnision 
the  uterus  haye  entirely  contracted,  when  can  be  of  little  use,  unless  contraction  haye 
the  danger  of  fresh  bleeding  is  ffone  by.  taken  place  in  the  uterine  parietes.  It  is 
Opium  certainly  acts  as  acordial,  lulling  the  evident  that,  while  the  vessels  remain  pa- 
irritability  of  tne  patient,  and  producing  a  tulous,  the  more  we  excite  the  arterial 
sleep,  or  at  any  rate  a  composing  stupor ;  system,  the  more  likely  is  the  flooding  to 
but  it  also  takes  ofl*  both  muscular  and  continue,  as  is  demonstrated  in  the  use  of 
uterine  action:  it  disables  the  uterus,  there,  the  ordinary  stimulants.  If,  then,  by  in. 
fore,  from  contracting,  even  were  it  so  dis-  fusing  blood  while  the  uterine  structure 
posed :  and  if  the  proposition  be  true,  that  remains  flaccid,  we  cause  the  heart  to  beat 
on  the  contraction  of  the  uterus  alone  we  more  forcibly,  the  fluid  will  again  exude 
are  to  rely  for  the  patient's  ultimate  safety,  through  the  open  yessels ;  and  we  mi^hi 
bow  contradictory  does  it  not  appear  to  re-  iqjcct  ad  t>i/!nif  um,  the  arteries  emptying 
sort  to  a  medicine  whose  yery  action  tends  themselves  as  the  yeins  become  distendeo. 
to  preyent  the  effect  desired !  It  has  been  But  the  case  is  yery  different  when  we  haye 
objected,  that  although  opium,  in  small  closed  the  vessels  through  which  the  blood 
quantities,  takes  away  uterine  action,  yet,  escapes ;  it  is  then  retained  in  the  body, 
in  large  doses,  it  produces  the  very  opposite  forms  a  part  of  the  circulating  current,  re- 
result,  and  excites  contraction.  This  pro-  vires  the  patient  by  its  action  on .  the 
position  is  at  variance  with  common  sense,  brain,  and  restores  her  from  temporary 
with  ail  analogy  of  the  actions  of  other  death  to  life.    I  would  restrict  the  piac- 
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tice  of  tiansfusioDy  then,  to  those  cases  in  The  blood  mnst  be  drawn  from  one  of  the 

which  there  is  no  chance  of  the  blood  again  by-standers  in  a  full  stream,  about  three 

escaping ;  and  I  think  it  would  be  most  ounces  must  be  received  into  a  conical  cap 

useful  when  the  placenta  has  been  re-  or  tumbler,  and  absorbed  as  soon  as  it  is 

moved — when  the  uterus  has  contracted^  collected:  the  nozzle  of  the  syringe  must 

when  the  haemorrhage  that  had  caused  the  be  raised  perpendicularly,  ana  the  plstcm 

depression  has  ceased — but  when  the  pa-  slowly  prr)pelled  upwards,  to  expel  any 

tient  remains  fainting  and  in  danger,  una-  air  that  might  hare  passed  into  the  in- 

ble  to  be  roused  by  stimuli  taken  into  the  strument :  its  point  mnst  afterwurds  be 

stomach,  and  without    a  well-grounded  inserted  in  the  aperture  formed  in  the 

hope  of  restoration  being  effected  by  her  vein,  and  the  blood  slowly  propelled  to- 

own  proper  powers.  wards  the  heart.    Blondell  recommends 

In  such  cases  I  have  little  doubt  that  that  no  ligature  should  be  pat  upon  tlie 

transfusion  may  be  most  valuable;  but  if  patient's   arm    below    the    wound;    bat 

it  becomes  a  common  practice,  I  am  per-  Waller  thinks  it  better  to  secure  the  vein, 

suaded  it  will  often  be  employed  unneces-  by  passing  a  blunt-pointed  probe  entirely 

sarily.    This  opinion  I  form  from  having  under  it,  having  dissected  it  away  from 

seen   many  women   recover  without  the  its  surrounding   attachments;    and    this 

operation    of    transfusion,    who    seemed  particularly,  lest  blood  should  escape  from 

scarcely  to  have  a  chance  of  life.    If  in  the  incision,  and  embaiass  the  operator, 

these  cases  the  means  under  consideration  The  chief  delicacy  of  the  operation  con- 

had  been  used,  the  credit  of  the  recovery  sists  in  regulating'  the  quantity  used,  and 

would  have  been  given  to  the  operation,  in  adjusting  the  velocity  with  Which  it  is 

and  strong  arguments  might  -have  been  injected  to  the  diminished  power  of  the 

adduced  in  favour  of  the  propriety  of  the  arterial  system.    If  we  throw  it  in  with 

measure.  too  much  force,  we  may  choke  the  heart. 

It  is  astonishing  how  tenacious  of  life  and  death  will  be  the  consequence:   if, 

some  systems  appear  under  uterine  hae-  on  the  other  hand,  we  are  too  tardy  in 

morrhage,  and  how  easily  others  will  let  it  our  operations,  the  blood  may  partially 

glide  away.    The  necessity,  then,  of  such  coagulate,  and  be  rendered  unfit  for  the 

means  in  any  particular  case,  will  be  a  purposes  of  life.    We  may  inject  a  se- 

question  of  the  greatest  nicety.    If  em-  cond,  third,  and  fourth  syringe  fuU,  deli- 

ployed  while  active  haemorrhage  is  going  berately  watching  between  each  the  effect 

on,  it  will  be  useless;  if  delayed  until  the  produced.      Twelve    or   fourteen   ounces 

breathing  has  quite  ceased,  it  cannot  be  will  most  probably,  at  the  highest  average, 

expected  to  be  followed  bv  restoration;  if  be  sufficient,  if  any  advantage  is  to  result 

commonly  practised,  it  will  many  times  be  from  our  endeavours :  for,  since  we  know 

resorted  to  unnecessarily.  that,  although  a  patient  will  sometimes 

Mode  of  performing  transfusion, — Blnndell,  bear  a  large  loss  of  blood  with  comparative 

with  much  ingenuity,  has  contrived  an  impunity,    the  addition  of  a    very  few 

instrument,  named  by  him  the  impelior,  by  ounces  more  may  irrecoverably   liepress 

which  the  blood  may  be  at  once  trans-  her,  so  I  think  we  may  reasonably  inier 

fu«;ed  from  one  system  to  the  other,  with-  that  a  small  quantity  added  to  the  sys- 

out  being  obligea  to  stagnate  in  a  vessel ;  tem,    after  a  great  diminution  has  been 

but  as  this  is  rather  a  cumbrous  machine,  sustained,  wiU  be  sufficient  to  raise  it  to 

and  difficult  to  adjust,  and  especially  as  the  necessary  point;  unless,  indeed,  the 

the    same    enlightened    physiolo^st    has  nervous  energy  be  too  much  sunk  to  be 

proved  beyond  dispute  that  the  vital  fluid  roused  by  any  means  that  human  ingenuity 

loses  little  or  none  of  its  valuable  pro-  could  devise. 

perties  by  being  collected  in  a  cup,  ab-         I  have  directed,  that  if  (ranf^unan  should 

sorbed  by  a  syringe,  and  afterwards  in-  appear  necessary,  human  blood  should  be 

jected, — ^provided  no  time  be  unnecessarily  used  for  the  purpose ;  and  this  reoommen* 

wasted, — I  shall  merely  describe  the  mode  dation  is  founded  on  experiments  first,  in 

he  adopts  of  performing  the  operation  by  modem  times,  performed  by  Dr.  I.<eacock, 

a    common    syringe.      The    instrument  of  Barbadoes,  and  made  known  through 

should  be  of  brass,  tinned  inside,  capable  tb^mediumof  his  inaugural  thesis,  printed 

of  containing    between    two    and    three  in  Edinbuigh  in  1817;   and  afterwards 

ounces,  perfectly  air-tight,  and  clean  from  frequently  repeated    and  varied  by  Dr. 

oil.    Two  or  three  persons, — males  in  pre-  Biundcll.    These  experiments  prove  that 

ference  to  females,  from  their  less  liability  the  blood  of  one  genus  of  animals  is  unfit  to 

to  faint, — ^being  in  readiness  to  supply  the  carry  on  the  functions  of  life,  when  injected 

blood,  one  of  the  patient's  veins  at  the  into  the  system  of  an  individual  of  another 

bend  of  the  elbow  must  be  laid  bare  to  genus.    If  human  blood,  for  instance,  be 

the  extent  of  an  inch,  and  divested  of  its  injected  into  the  veins  of  a  dog,  after  the 

cellular  web ;   an  aperture  must  then  l>e  animal  has  been  bled  to  syncope,  re<$usci. 

Blade  into  it  of  about  a  line  in  length,  tation  for  a  time  occun ;  but  it  is  not  last- 
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inpf~ the  powen  soon  begin  to  droop,' and  and  on  the  9th   of  May,  in  latitude 

after  a  period,  varying  from  a  few  minates  47®  3'  north,  and  longitude  9<*  41'  west, 

to  some  hours  of  languid  existence,  death  a  poor  linnet,  which  seemed   to  have 

tak^  place.    Thus,  ^en,  we  mast  never  been  hlown  off  the  shore,  came  on  board, 

thmk  of  employing,  for  the  P^'T?^'"  and  was  easily  captured  by  the  hand, 

quwtion,  any  other  blood  than  tbat  de-  ^earing    quite    exhausted  :    it    was 

""^il^^f  «fTL'Lr«L  dan^^ou.  Pl»^«d  in  a^cage,  where  it  remained 

Management  of  a  patient  after  aangerous  i  -i   t  ^        u       '-t  ^       j  •   i 

/i^m^rrAV-When  a  woman  has  sutered  tranouil,  but  would  neither  eat  or  dnnk : 

hemorrhage  to  any  dangerous  extent,  al.  J"  j*»e  foUowing  morning  it  was  found 

though  the  uterus  may  have  become  firmly  dead. 

contracted,  and,  to  her  own  feeling)*,  she  is  On  the  same  day  a  fine  large  male  bird, 
comparatively  comfortable ;  yet  uie  must  of  the  Htematoput  ostrahffut,  or  oyster 
by  no  means  be  considered  safe  for  many  catcher,  alightc^l  on  the  deck  of  the  ship, 
hours;  because  the  organ  may  again  re-  was  captured,  and  after  being  examined, 
lax,  and  with  a  return  of  the  relaxation  was  again  set  at  liberty,  and  in  the  even- 
there  may  be  a  return  of  the  bleeding.  It  i„gr  we  saw  nothing  more  of  it.  There 
behoves  us,  then,^  ffuard  against  such  a  ^rc  several  species  of  this  genus,  differ- 
possibihty;  and  the  begt  mode  of  preven-  i„g  in  ^i^e  ^d  other  characteristic  dif- 
tion  IS  to  keep  her  perfectly  quiet,  to  allay  f^^„^. 

imtabihty,  and  solicit  sleep  by  a  mode.         rrit  .       .  i.        *         r 

rately  large  dose  of  opium,  and  to  sustain      ,  ^^^    migratory    character    of   sotic 

her  by  a  frequent  supply  of  fluid  nourish-  classes  of  birds  and  insects  has  often 

ment  in  small  quantities.    Strict  iiyunc-  engaged   the    attention  of  naturalists, 

tions,  then,  must  be  given  that  she  should  Many  not  of  a  migratory  character  have 

not  be  moved  for  many  hours.  In  ordinary  vbited   ships  in   great  numbera  when 

cases,  after  labour  we  require  that  an  boor  some  distance  from  the  laud,  having 

and  a  half,  or  two  hours,  should  elapse,  been  blown   off  during   strong  gales, 

before  the  patient  is  placed  in  bed  in  the  and  unable  to  regain  the  shore. 
posiUon  she  is  to  retain,  and  her  linen        Off  the   coast  of  Cochin   China,  in 

changed;  but  after  haemorrhMfe,  we  shall  October  1830,  we  had   doves,  (which, 

fr^^o^  ^  ^°f •"  T^?";{  *?  ^^«P  ^^''*  when  they  alight  on  a  ship,  the  super- 

the  same  position  for  eight,  ten,  or  twelve  ^4:*'  „  ^r  *u^^ .•  *^i  V-j 

hours,  or  even  longer.*^  A  bandage  may  «^^»^"  ""{  the  Venetian   sailora  regard 

perhaps  be  applied,but  beyond  that  no  af-  *»  ^^    ^*^«"   «^   »    prosperous    v^. 

teration  should  be  made  in  her  person,  "fire),  swallows,  and  other  small  birds. 

Many  cases  are  on  record,  where  a  patient,  «?  ^«W  ?*  ^"'^    hawks   of  different 

bavinr  suffered  hemorrhage,    has    been  sizes,  which   had  perhaps  been  blown 

placed  in  a  sitting  posture,  for  the  purpose  off  the  land  with  them,  or  had  followed 

of  having  her  person  made  more  comforta-  in  hopes  of  making  the  little  emigrants 

ble,  and  has  fallen  down  dead  upon  the  their  prey.      One   of   the  hawks   was 

bed ;  others,  where  moving  from  one  side  killed,  when  perched  on  the  royal-mast 

of  the  bed  to  the  other  has  produced  syn-  head,    with  a  swallow    in   his  claws, 

cope,  and  even  death;  and  some,  where  which  he  was  in  the  act  of  devouring. 
Ill  if  hf    !!?•   ^^"^H^^f,  ^^  ^f'^Z'^        Off  the  coast  of  France  numbera  of 

tt  aft^ruid^^^^^^^^  %^"r^d"iPT'  '""  » 'l^^ 

not  be  too  cautions  in  allowing  the  least  ®  J  ^«  ^*"J  ^7  »*°"n*»  »"?  "'^J  °»^« 

disturbance.    The  room  may  be  darkened  ^^\  sought    refuse    on    board    ships 

and  well  ventilated ;  opium  may  be  given,  which  may  have  been  near  the  coast 

with  a  little  stimuli,  if  necessary  ;  and  such  at  the  time,  in  incredible  numbera. 
nutrient  fluids  as  are  most  easy  of  digestion        Beautiful  butterflies  and  other  insects 

should  be  exhibited  at  stated  intervals.  have   also  alighted  on  board  ships  in 

gpreat  numbera  from  similar  migrating 

EXTBACTS  ^.°^  other   causes.     It  was   not  long 

yi^^^  ^  since  that  several  ships,  off  the  coast 

of  Devonshire,   were  visited  by  mul- 

JOURNAL  OF  NATURAL  HISTORY;  titudes  of  that  rare  and  splendid  moth 

Kept  during  a  Voyage  from  England  to  New  in   England,   the    Ackerontia  atrovoi^ 

South  Waletf  and  on  the  return  to  England,  or    Death's    head   hawk    moth,    which 

by  way  ef  Batatfia,  Fedir  Coait,  Singa*  were  captured  in  great  numbera  by  the 

P<»^t  ^c,  crew.    The  larva  of  this  splendid  moth 

By  Gbokoe  Bennett,  Esq.  is  usually  found  in  potatoe  nelds.   Could 

these  insects  have  congregated  together. 

We  sailed  from  Plymouth  for  New  and  have  been  emigrating,  when  cap- 
South  Wales,  on  the  4th  of  May,  1832;  tured  ou  board  the  ships.' 
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It  18  supposed  that  the  flight  of  the  imlil  the  morning,  when  the  cabin  door 

swallow,  woen  emigrating,  is  not  less  was  opened,  and  thej  took  their  depar- 

than  fiftj  miles  an  hour;  so  that,  when  ture,  flying  about  the  ship,  again  taking 

aided  by  the  wind,    they  soon  reach  refuge  at  night  on  board.      Flics,  of 

warmer   latitudes.    Spldlanzani  calcu-  which  we  had  great  numbers  on  leaTing 

lated  that  the  swallow  can  fly  at  the  port,  had  almost  all  disappeared,  which 

rate  of  92  miles  an  hour;  and  that  of  we  attribute  to  the  presence  of  oar  in- 

hawks  and  several  other  tribes  to  be  sectivorous  swallows. 
150  miles.  '*  Some  insects  are  yctj  local,  while  a 

It  was  for  a  long  time  denied  that  few,  on  the  contraiy,  are  common  to  re- 
swallows  were  birds  of  passage;  and  the  mote  countries,  between  which  the  Tor- 
opinion  was,  that  durins^  the  winter  rid  Zone  and  the  ocean  interreoe.  Thus 
they  remained  in  a  torpid  state  under  our  painted  lady  butterfly  ( Vmnessm  ear- 
water,  or  in  some  secret  recesses :  at  dui)  re-appears  in  New  Holland  and  Ja- 
last,  M.  Adanson,  in  his  History  of  pan  with  scarcely  a  varying  streak*.  The 
Senegal,  p.  67,  makes  the  following  same  species  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  few 
observation  in  proof  of  swallows  being  insects  which  are  universally  dispersed 
birds  of  passage : — *'  The  6th  of  Oc-  over  the  earth,  being  found  in  Europe, 
tober,  at  half-past  six  in  the  evening,  Asia,  Africa,  and  America ;  and  its  wide 
being  about  fifiv  leagues  from  the  coast,  range  b  the  more  interesting,  because  it 
(between  the  islands  of  Goree  and  Sene-  seems  explained  by  its  migratory  in- 
gal),  four  swallows  came  to  take  up  stinct,  seconded,  no  doubt,  by  a  capacity, 
their  night's  lodgings  on  the  ship,  and  enjoyed  by  few  species,  of  enduring  a 
alighted  on  the  shrouds.  I  easily  grettt  diversity  oftemperature. 
caught  all  four,  and  knew  them  to  be  A  vast  swarm  of  this  species,  forming 
true  European  swallows.  This  lucky  a  column  of  from  ten  to  fifteen  feet 
accident  confirmed  me  in  the  opinion  broad,  was,  a  few  years  since,  observed 
I  had  formed,  that  these  birds  pass  the  in  the  Canton  de  Vaud ;  they  traversed 
seas  to  get  into  the  countries  of  the  the  country  with  great  rapidity  from 
Torrid  Zone  at  the  approach  of  winter  north  to  south,  all  flying  onwards  in  re- 
in  Europe:  indeed,  1  have  since  re-  gular  order,  close  together,  and  not 
marked  tnat  they  do  not  appear  at  Senegal  turning  from  their  course  on  the  ap- 
but  at  that  season,  with  quails,  wagtails,  proach  of  other  objects.  Professor  Bo> 
kites,  and  some  other  birds  of  passage,  nelli,  of  Turin,  o&er?ed,  in  March  of 
which  come  thither  every  year  when  the  same  year,  a  similar  swarm  of  the 
driven  by  cold  from  the  temperate  conn-  same  species,  also  directing  their  flight 
tries  of  Europe.  A  fact  no  less  worthy  from  north  to  south,  in  Fiedmont,  in 
of  remark  is,  that  the  swallows  do  not  such  immense  numbers,  that  at  ni^t 
build  in  Senegal  as  in  Europe;  they  the  flowers  were  literally  covered  with 
rest  e?cry  night,  either  in  pairs  or  soli-  them.  They  had  been  traced  from 
tary,  in  the  sand  upon  the  sea  shore,  Ooni,  Eaconi,  Susa,  &c.  A  similar 
which  they  prefer  to  an  inland  situa-  flight  at  the  end  of  the  last  century,  is 
tion*."         ,  recorded  by  M.  Louch,  in  the  Memoirs 

Ofl*  the  Island  of  Lu9onia,  soon  af-  of  the  Academy  of  Turin.  The  fact  is 
ter  leaving  Manilla,  on  a  former  voy-  the  more  worthy  of  notice,  because  the  ca- 
age,  our  ship  was  visited  by  a  great  teipillars  of  this  butterfly  are  not  grega- 
number  of  swallows,  as  well  as  other  rious,  but  solitary  from  the  moment  tnat 
birds,  which  accompanied  us  as  far  the^  are  hatched ;  and  this  instinct  re- 
as  the  Cochin-Chinese  coast,  when  mains  dormant,  while  generation  aAer 
but  few  remained.  Many  perished  dur-  ereneration  passes  away,  till  it  suddenly 
ing  the  passage  down  the  China  sea,  displays  itself  in  full  energy  when  their 
which  was  at  this  season  of  the  year  numbers  happen  to  be  in  excessf  .*'  I 
(September)  against  the  monsoon.  At  recollect  one  year  at  Colombo,  in  the 
night  tbey  took  refuge  on  board  at  dif-  Island  of  Ceylon  (but  in  what  month  I 
ferent  parts  of  the  ship ;  some  took  pos-  do  not  recollect,  and  have  no  memo- 
session  of  the  boats  and  even  the  cabins,  randa  to  ^uide  me),  a  quantity  of  but- 
Several  were  seen  nestled  together  on  terflies.  principally  of  one  species,  passed 
some  clothes  in  the  chief  oflicer's  cabin,  down  tae  road  in  a  northerly  direction, 
and  were  suffered  to  remain  unmolested  . 
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Tbe  number  was  almost  incredible ;  and  to  eacb  side  of  the  crest  by  a  sbort  tbin 

whiUt  tbe  main   bod j  kept   a  direct  pedicle :  the  weight  of  these  sacs  kept 

course,   others  deriated  from   it,    and  the  animal,  when  in  the  water,  with 

alighted  upon  the  flowers  which  grew  the  crest  downwards,  and  the  disc  con- 

profuselj  on  the  road  side :  this  conti-  sequentlj  uppermost,  on  the  surface  of 

nued  for  most  part  of  the  day  for  several  the  water.   6n  placing  these  substances 

successive  dajrs.  under  a  powerful  microscope,  they  were 

A  ship,  when  outward  bound  to  Syd-  seen  to  consist  of  distinct  cells,  or  discs, 

ney.  New  South  Wales,  from  England,  each  containing  a  moving  body,  in  a 

was  visited,  on  the  8th  of  October.  1833.  state  of  constant  gyration, 

in  latitude  22  deg.  5  min.  north,  and  The  sacs  (or  whatever  else  we  may 

longitude  23  deg.  60  min.  west,  with  call  them)  appear  to  the  naked  eye  to 

numbers  of  a  large  species  of  Grillus,  be  globular,  studded  with    spots,  dia- 

having  the  upper  part  of  the  body  dark-  phanous,  colourless,  and  globose.    It  is 

green    and    scarlet,    abdomen    yellow,  either  a  nidus  attached  to  the  velella, 

wing^B  dark-green,  and  they  were  about  f which  was  dead,)    or   it    may  be  a 

four  inches  long ;  the  same  species  was  aistinct  animal  thus  existing  in  groups 

immediately  recognized  by  toe  passen-  or  colonies.     Perhaps,  instead  of  glo- 

fers  and  officers  at  the  Cape  of  Good  hose,  the  form  may  be  comparea  to 

[ope,  where  the  ship  toucbed  during  a  flat  substance  rolled  inwards.    There 

the  same  voyage.  could  be  clearly  distinguished  in  the 

The  wind  was  from  N.£.  by  E.  a  microscope,  an  appearance  like  moving 

fresh  trade  breeze.    These  insects  con-  branchise. 

tinned  about  the  ship  for  several  saoces.  Several  small  specimens  of  the  pfay« 

sive  days  (one  day  several  being  cap-  salis  pelagica    of  Lamarck  were  auo 

tured,  the  next  perni4>s  only  a  few  strag-  taken  at  the  same  time, 

gling  specimens),  until  the  14th  of  Oc-  In  one  of  the  lar^  medusa  captured, 

tober,  in  latituae  11  deg.  6  min.  north,  was  a  species  of  antscus, 

and  longitude  24  deg.  66  min.  west.  There  seems  to  be  an  acrid  property, 

which  was  the  last  day  on  which  any  more  or  less,  existing  in  the  medusn 

were  seen.  tribe :  the  one  captured  this  evening 

On  the  8th  of  October  it  was  as-  could  be  handled  with  impunity,  not  ex- 

certained,  by  the  chart,  that  the  ship  citing  any  heating  or  pungent  sensation 

was  distant  360  miles  from  the  near-  on  toe  skin ;   but    vrhen  accidentally 

est  part  of  the  African  coast,   and  a  touching  the  interior  of  the  nose,  with 

distance  of  nearly  300  miles  from  the  unwashed    hands,    it    seems    that   an 

Cape  Verd  islands.     For  three  subse^  acrid  fluid  existed,  although  not  suffi- 

?|uent  days  they  had  a  fresh  trade  wind  ciently  pungent  to   irritate   the   skin 

rom  N.  £.  by  £.  steady.  of  the    band,    irritated    the    delicate 

On  the  1 1th  of  Octooer  the  ship  was  Schneiderian  membrane,  for  the  touch* 

distant  100  miles  from  the  nearest  of  the  ing  it  was  followed  by  a  heating  sensa- 

Cape  Verd  is]ands,and480miles  from  the  lion,  and,  for  a  short  time,  a  discharge 

nearest  part  of  the  coast  of  Africa ;  and  of  mucus  from  the  nose ;  the  unpleasant 

on  tlye  14th  of  October,  the  distance  of  irritation  remaining,  together  with  the 

the  ship  from  the  nearest  part  of  the  coryza,  for  several  nours  afterwards. 

African  coast  was  480  miles,  and  to  the  We  first  had  bonitos  (scomber  pela- 

southward   of  the  Cape  Verd   islands  mis)  on  the   12th  of  May,  about  the 

220  miles.  ship,  in  latitude  39^  30^"^  north,    and 

There  was  nothing  further  interesting  longitude  14^  d'  west, 
in  natural  history  until  off*  Madeira,  in  £  is  inconceivable  with  what  an  enor- 
a  brief  calm ;  when  several  of  the  mol-  mous  quantity  of  livin^r  animals  the 
Ittscous  animals  were  taken  with  the  ocean  teams,  one  devouring  the  other : 
dipping-net  from  the  chains.  were  it  otherwise,  it  is  supposed  that 
On  the  16th  of  May,  about  thirty  the  sea  would  soon  be  a  mass  of  comip- 
roiles  to  the  southward  of  Madeira,  a  tion,  and  like  the  insects  on  land,  would, 
shark  (Carcharias)  was  seen ;  and  by  if  not  kept  in  check  by  their  numerous 
ai^^^erlht  dippingsoet,  some  medusa  enemies,  render  both  land  and  sea  unin- 
and  a  species  of  vellda  (V.  scaphidea  habitable  by  the  human  race.  The  agi- 
of  Leach)  were  captured.  The  vellela  tation  of  the  waves  keeps  them  more  he- 
was  colourless,  pruoably  a  dead  speci-  low  tbe  surface,  as  they  are  seen  in  the 
men,  but  it  had  two  substances  attached  greatest  quantities  in  toose  parts  of  the 
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sea  where  calms  are  tbe  most  frequent ;        On  the  21st  May,   latitude  26  de^. 

or  perhaps  we  may  more  correctly  say,  28min.  N. ;  longitude  19  deg*.  4  miD.W. 

that  the  water  not  being  afi^tated  ena-  several  of  the  large  species  of  pfaysalis 

bles  them  to  ascend  to  the  surface.    The  pelagica  passed  the  ship,  sailing  proudly 

appearance  of  these  animals  during  a  along;  the   raised  crest  glowing  with 

calm,  was  regarded  by  the  old  naTi^a-  crimson,  and  its  bright  purple  tentacule 

tors  as  tending  to  produce  scurvy,  *'  The  spread  in  various  dirictions,  fur  the  pnr- 

greatest  part  of  the  time  we  were  be-  pose  of  entrapping  its  prey ;  and  an  ad- 

calmed,"  says  Sir  R.  Hawkins,  in  his  ditional   beauty  is  produced  when  the 

Voyage  to  Magellanica,  **  all  the  sea  sun  shines  on  the  carnation  tints  which 

became  so  replenished  with  several  sorts  deck  the  crest  of  this  singular  animal, 

of  gellies  ana  forms  of  serpents,  adders,  The  greatest  length  their  tentaculse  has 

and  snakes,  as  seemed  wonderful :  some  been  seen,  has  been  five  yards, 
green,  some  black,  some  yellow,  some.       May  24th,  latitude  19  deg.  44  min.N., 

white,    some    of   divers    colours ;   and  longitude  21  deg.  51  min.  W.,  several 

many  of  them  had  life,  and  some  there  shoals  of  flying- fish  rose  from  the  water, 

were  a  yard  and  a  half  long,  and  two  occasioning  an  audible  rushing  noise, 

yards  long;  which,  had  I  not  seen,  I  which   seemed   to  be  produced  by  the 

would  haraly  have  believed."  spreading  of  their  pectoral  fins  as  they 

As  the  ship  passes  through  the  blue  rose  from  the  ocean.    They  seemed  at 

waves  of  the  ocean  with   a  moderate  this  time  more  in  sportive  gaiety  than  in 

breeze,  there  is  seldom  a  living  animal  of  terror  from  pursuit, 
the  mollusca  or  Crustacea  fnbe  percep-        From  Quail  Island  (situated  in  Porto 

tible  in  the  water ;  but  the  towing-net  Praya    Bay,     St.    Jago,    Cape    Yerd 

entraps  and  enables  them  to  be  brought  islands)  I  procured  several  specimens  of 

on  board,  surprising  the  beholders   at  patella  ana  a  murex  (M.  fucus  of  Linn., 

the  various  and  curious  forms  of  some,  purpura  neritoides.  Lam.),  with  three  spots 

and  the  beauty  of  the  colours  in  others,  on  the  under  part  of  the  shell,  near  the 

In  latitude  29 deg.  43  min.  north,  and  operculum,  and  the  specimens  measured 

longitude  17  deg.  26  min.  west,  on  the  1^  inch  in  length ;  and  several   of  a 

19th  of  May,  I  placed  the  towing-net  species  of  aplysia,  or  sea-hares,  as  they 

overboard    (Palma   in   sight,    bearing  have  been  popularly  named.    The  latter 

S.  S.  W.  about  fifly  miles  distant),  and  animal  is  of  the  class  Mollusca ;  order, 

captured,  of  the  Pteropoda,  an  hyaloea.  Gasteropoda ;  and  derives  its  name  finom 

apparently  the  tridentata  of  Lamarck;  it  being  supposed  that  the  secretion  which 

which,  on  being  placed   in  a  ^lass  of  exudes  from  the  body,  when  the  animal 

water,  exercised  its  lively  disposition  by  is  touched,  occasions  the  hair  to  fall  off, 

making  rapid  movements  around   the  and     excites     vomiting     and    nausea, 

vessel,  by  aid  of  its  two  opposite  retrac-  These  animals,  on  being  touched,  dis- 

tile  fins,  which  are  insertea  at  the  sides  charge  a  quantity    of  puq)lish    fluid, 

of  the  mouth.  which    renders    the    water   turbid :    it 

Of  the  Siomapoda  order,   several  of  seems  used  for  a  similar  purpose  to  the 

the  diaphanous  alima  hyalina  of  Leach  dark  inky  fluid  of  the  sepia  tribe.    This 

were  captured.  genus  of'^the  gasteropodes  have  an  *'  ob- 

Among  the   Crustacea  was  a  small  long  body,  convex,  bordered   on  each 

specimen  supposed  to  be  of  the  order  side  by  a  large  mantle,  which,  in  repose, 

Loemodipoda  ;  family,  Ovalia  :  having  covers  the  back;  head,  with  a  neck  and 

two  projectile  fins  on  each  side  of  the  four  tentaculce,  of  which  the  two  are 

body,  of  a  similar  colour  on  the  surface  upper  and  auriform,  and  the  others  near 

to  the  upper  part  of  the  animal,  being  the  mouth  ;    eyes    sessile ;    scntellum 

of  spots  of  a  dark-red  colour.  semicircular,  subcartilaginous,  fixed  on 

On  the  20th  May,  in  latitude  28  deg.  on  one  side,  and  covering  the  bronchial 

28  min.  N. ;  longitude  18  deg.  11  min.  cavity;  anus  behind  the  branchiae.*'— 

W. ;  some  molluscous   animals   would  Stark's  Elements  of  Nat.  Hist.  vol.  ii. 

float  by  the  ship  at  ni^ht,  giving  out,  p.  62. 

at  intervals,  a  phosphoric  light,  which        These  animals   were  considered,   by 

seemed  to  diffuse  itself  for  some  dis-  the  ancients  as  well  as  modems,  to  be  of 

tance  around  them,     would    last     for  a  poisonous  nature.     In  Italy  they  were 

about  ten  seconds,  and  then  suddenly  used  in    a    poisonous    beverage,    and 

disappear.     The  appearance  was  \ery  Domitian  was  accused  of  having  given 

beautiful.  it  to  his  brother.     The  symptoms  of  poi- 
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soning'  hy  this  animal  were  described  as  following'  plan  of  treatment  has  been  so 
a  Hvid  skin,  swollen  body,  urine  at  first  extremely  successful,  that  I  am  induced 
suppressed,  and  then  comes  out  some-  to  trouble  you  with  this  communication^ 
times  of  a  purple,  and  at  others  of  a  thinking  it  may  possibly  benefit  some 
blue  colour,  and  oflen  bloody ;  and  the  of  my  professional  brethren, 
patient  at  last  perishes  with  violent  ?o-  The  symptoms  of  cholera,  in  its  worst 
mitings  and  colic  pains.  The  remedies  form,  are  unfortunately  too  well  known 
proposed  as  antidotes  were  also  innu-  to  require  description,  and  to  this  stage 
merable,  and,  as  is  usual  in  these  erro-  of  the  disease  I  wish  it  to  be  under- 
neous  poisons,  of  contrary  virtues.  It  stood  the  following  plan  of  treatment 
was  described  by  Apuleius,  and  one  of  is  especially  applicable, 
the  principal  proofs  brought  forward,  it  To  an  aault,  I  give  three  table-spoon- 
has  oeen  said,  against  him,  when  he  was  fuls  of  common  table  salt  dissolved  in 
accused  of  magic  and  poisoning,  was,  half  a  pint  of  tepid  or  cold  water.  This 
that  he  had  engaged  some  fishermen  to  produces  vomiting  in  less  than  one  mi- 
procure  him  a  sea-hare,  for  which  he  nute,  and  the  vomitinfr  ought  to  be 
paid  them  a  high  price.  powerfully  violent :  such  effect  is  fol- 

The  name  of  sea-hare  seems  to  have  lowed  by  an  immediate  diminution  of 

ariten  from  the  auriform  appearance  of  the  cramips,  and  a  very  marked  increase 

the  two  upper  tentaculoe,  which  (in  some  in  the  fulness  of  the  pulse ;  the  other 

species  more  than  in  others)  resembles  symptoms  are  much  amended,  the  voice 

tne  ears  of  a  hare.  becoming  stronger,   and  the  muscular 

Cuvier  states  that  there  issues  from  power  greater.     It  may  happen  that  the 

this  animal  an  acrid  liquor,  which  has  first  dose  answers  every  purpose ;  fre- 

been  regarded  as  venom ;  but,  besides  quently,  however,  the  beneficial  effect 

that  liquor,  which  is  whitish,  and  which  of  the  first  dose  is  not  permanent,  for 

is  rarefy  emitted,  the  animal  discharges  within  twenty  minutes,  or  half  an  hour, 

around  another,  in  greater  abundance,  the  pulse  begins  to  flag,  and  dien  rapidly, 

whichisof  a  very  intense  reddish-purple  decreases    in    power;    another  attack 

colour :  this  red  liquor  is  not  contained  of    cramp    ensues,    and     the    general 

in  a  particular  sac,  out  is  situated  in  the  prostration   increases.     A  second   dose 

same  substance  as  the  branchial  cover-  of  the  salt  is  now  to  be  Administered^ 

ing,  around  its  free  border.  The  colour-  and  even  a  third  may  be  required.     I 

ing  liauor  of  this  animal,  it  is  further  have    never    had  occasion   to  give  it 

stated  oy  Cuvier,  when  drying,  becomes  oflener  than  three  times, 

of  a  very  deep  purple  tint,  which  has  The  good   efifect   of  the   salt  emetic 

been  comparea  to  that  of  the  flowers  of  really  depends  upon  its  prod ucing/iot&ei*- 

the Scahiosa  atro-purpurea,  and  is  not  fiil  and  very  efficient  vomiting:  with- 

changed  by  the  atmosphere  alone.     Ni-  out  this  full  ooeration,  it  ought  to  be. 

trie  acid  gives  it  more  of  a  violet  tint ;  thrice  repeated,  with   an  interval  not 

when  more  is  added,  it  becomes  of  a  exceeding  ^we    minutes    between   the 

dirty-yellow  colour.  doses. 

The  species  captured  at  Porto  Prava  ^he  adjuvant  treatment  consists  in 

was  above  of  a  greyish  colour;    the  placing  the  patient  (who  must  not  be 

lower  part  of  a  pale  dun  colour.    When  oppressed   with    heavy   covering)^    be- 

found  on  the  rocks,  their  copious  man-  tween  warm  blankets,  diligent  fnction 

ties  are  seen  floating  out  to  some  extent  of  the  parts  spasmodically  affected  with 

on  each  side.    These  specimens  mea-  stimulating  liniments,  and  occasionally 

sured  i&ve  and  six  inches  in  length,  and  applying  a  mustard  cataplasm  to  the  pit 

two  inches  in  breadth,  at  the  broadest  of  the  stomach. 

part.  As  medicine,  I  administer  a  draught 

[To  b«  coDtinaed.]  Containing  half  a  drachm  of  carbonate 

of  soda  dissolved  in  two  or  three  ounces 


TREATMENT  OFCHOLERA-^EME-  ^/  Y*^""'  Jf^.  ^t"f**  ^  ««^4  ^o""*  ?^  ^7^ 

TirQ  np  nmyinMr%K  haft  drachms  of  fresh  lemon-juice,  and  give 

TICS  OF  COMMON  SALT.  j^  ^j^'i^  eflervesciug,  every  hour,  for 

To  the  EdUor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  ?'^^  ^"^  ^^"'^  **^*^  V!?*''''''*?!*  r*""" '? 

*^  four  hours.      For   forty-eight   hours  I 

Sir,  ^ive  no  other  medicine.     I  have  tried 

During  the  last  three  months  I  have  at-  la   two   instances  scruple  doses  of  the 

tended  several  cases  of  cholera,  and  the  muriate  of  soda,  with  a  like  quantity  of 
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the  carbonate;  but  the  patietitft  wete  ease,  we  should  have  extreme  diffienllr 

nauseated  by  the  flavour,  and  no  extra  in  accounting  for  phenomena  Gonuectnl 

benefit  was  the  result.  with  the  uterus  which  are  daily  making' 

Generally  on  the  day  succeeding  the  their    appearance,    commonly     termed 

attack  the  patient  passes  a  small  feecal  false    conceptions,    which   not    uniinp> 

eyacoation,  containing  bile;  otherwise  quently  attain  a  considerable  size,  and 

I  give,  at  the  expiration  of  forty-eight  yet  exhibit,    on  dissection,    no  heart, 

hours,  a  drachm  of  castor  oil,  or  a  lew  brain,  or  any  of  the  important  parts  ne. 

grains  of  rhubarb.  cessar^  to    an    independent   existence. 

The  active  part  of  the  above  treat-  Yet  I  cannot  give  up  my  opinion  that 

ment    requires    the    constant   supeiin-  the  fffital  blood  undergoes  a  change  in 

tendence  and  watching  of  the  medical  the  placental  vessels,  in  consequence  of 

Sractitioner  from    two    to    four  hours,  its  near  approach  to  the  arterial  blood 

urinff  which  time  I  allow  the  patient  of  the  mother.    No  arg^ument  brought 

to  dnnk  as  much  water,  or  toast  and  forward  by  Dr.  Allnatt  can  induce  me 

water,  cold  or  tepid,  as  may  be  wished  to  think  otherwise.    The  great  size  of 

for;  but  no  other  beverage.    For  the  theuterinevessels,  or  sinuses,  inclines  us 

next  twenty-four  hours  1  advise  only  to  believe  that   the    blood    circulates 

weak  black  tea,  with  thin  arrow-root;  and  through  them  at  a  slower  rate    than 

on  the  third  day  a  little  broth,  or  light  through  other  parts  of  the  system ;  and 

pudding ;  my  patient  now  being  jgpene-  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive  wliat  pecnlia- 

rally  convalescent    Indeed,    it  is  re-  rity  there  is  in  the  constitution  or  a  vein 

markable  how  rapidly  recovery  ensues,  to  render  it  repugnant  to  the  retention  of 

considering  the  late  direful  state  of  the  arterial  blood.    It  may  be  said,  with  as 

individual.                                              ^  much  propriety,  that  it  is  also  repug- 

The  plan  maj  require  some  modi-  nanttoitstransmission ;  of  which  fact  we 

iication,  when  young  or  aged  persons  have  direct  evidence  in  the  pulmonary 

are  under  treatment  veins,  which  convey  the  blood  imme- 

In  condusion,    I  beg  leave  to  re-  diately    after   it    has    undergone    the 

mark,  that  I  claim  no  merit  for  origi-  changfe  in  the  lun^,  and  at  the  moment 

nali^  of  system ;  but  as  I  communicate  of  its  greatest  punty,  into  the  left  por- 

some  important  practical  facts,  relative  tion  of  the  heart;  therefore  the  reten- 

to  the  successful  treatment  of  no  less  tion  of  blood  in  the  veins  will  not  de^ 

than  eleven  consecutive  cases  of  this  pend  on  the  constitntio»af  the  vein,  but 

disease  in  its  worst  form,  I  hope  my  on  the  locality,  calibre,  and  the  degree 

frofessional  brethren  will  consider  that  of  obstruction  the  fluid  mav  meet  with 

am  actuated  by  no  other  motive  than  tit  trantitu.    Stagnation  of  blood  is  not 

a  wish  to  lay  before  them  to  such  extent  at  all  necessary  to  enable  the  maternal 

the  result  of  my  experience.  circulation  to  attract  the  impurities  of 

I  am,  sir,  the  fo&tal  blood,  or  the  foetal  to  imbibe. 

Your  obedient  servant,  tf  required^  the  oxygen  of  the  maternal. 

George  Beahai?.  The  change,  although  it  would  be  more 

S2.Klns^str««t.CftmtOMl«ii.  ^^^^  S¥5^  ^"""?  I  *^®^  transmis. 

Aofnit  19,  1884.  sion  of  blood  through  the  vessels,  mi^ht 

take  place  at  the  moment  of  its  passing 

from  the  arteries  to  the  veins;  and  why 


ARTERIALIZATION  OF  F(ETAL       J?^"'^  ^  j'S^^u  •***  \^^^'  alAough 
TIT  r%r%r%  ^^  ^'^^  ^  difficult  to  obtain  direct  proof 

aLUUU.  ^f  ^g  f^^^  ^^^  carbon  may  he  attracted 

the  oxyyen  of  the  blood  in  the  pla- 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  centa^  even  through  the  medium  of  m 

membraney  knowing,  as  we  do,  that  it 

^"^»  does  take  place  under  similar  circum- 

On  looking  over  the  Medical  Gazette  stances  in  tbe  lungs?  The  affinity  of  the 

of  July  12th,  I  find  an  answer  to  my  one  gas  for  the  other  is  well  known ; 

inquiiy  on  the  absorption  of  oxygen  by  and  surely  it  is  contrary  to  all  analogy, 

the  lungs,  from  Dr.  Allnatt    That  the  to  hold  that  oxygen  can  exert  its  in- 

fcetns  may  derive  a  portion  of  its  nutri-  fluence  over  carbon,  and  unite  with  it 

ment  from  the  mother,  by  absorption,  is  to  form  carbonic  acid  (being  chemically 

certainly  very  reasonable;  indeed,  un.  combined  widi   other  gases,  as  in  the 

less  we  were  satisfied  that  such  was  the  atmosphere),  and  that  it  should  lose  that 
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power  when  mechanicallj  mixed  with  DISLOCATION  OF  THE  CRYS- 

the  arterial  blood.  TALLINE  LENS. 

What  the   quatitit^r   of   oxyg-cn    re-  _ 

quired  to  produce  the  chancre  maybe,  _     _     _,.          _    .     __  ..     ,  ., 

IS  uncertain ;  probably  it  is  small,  and  ^^  '*«  ^^»'^»'  "^f  '**  Medical  Gazette, 

therefore  is  this  theory  the  more  tena-  ^^^ 

ble ;  but  that  a  certain  portion  is  neces-  j^          \y^^^^  ^^^^  following  case  suffi- 

sary,  I  feel  a  clear  conviction.    Many  cienlly  remarkable,  you  are  at  liberty  to 

of  the  oviparous  animals-the  crocodiTe  j^g^^  it  in  your  Gazette, 

and  turtle,  for  example— deposit  their  •'j  ^^   ^j^. 

eres   in  the    sand,    cover  them   over  Your  obedient  servant, 

lightly,  for  the  purnose  of  concealment  j^^^  q^^.^ 

merely,  and  leave  them  exposed  to  the  oambrid«  Au*  18  1884 
heat  of  tlie  sun*s  rays,  ana  as  much  at  '  '  «•»  »•  » 
possible  to  the  influence  of  the  air.  A  few  weeks  since,  a  man,  about  35 
The  instinct  of  several  of  the  finny  years  old,  was  received  into  our  County 
tribe  directs  them  at  certain  seasons  Hospital,  giving  the  following  account 
to  leave  the  ocean,  and  ascend  small  of  himself.  Several  years  ago  he  suf-' 
brooks  and  rivulets  to  deposit  their  fered  severely  from  inflammation  of  the 
spawn  on  sand-banks  but  lightly  co-  eye ;  from  the  effects  of  which  he  never 
vered  with  water.  It  cannot  be  alto-  entirely  recovered.  Two  years  from  the 
gether  for  the  protection  of  the  eggs,  present  time  the  eye  became  slightly 
(for  fresh-water  fish  destroy  and  devour  painful,  and  about  a  twelvemonth  afler* 
them  with  perhaps  greater  avidity  than  wards  he  observed  a  white  appearance 
those  of  the  sea),  but  because  the  water  at  the  pupil,  which  gradually  became 
in  small  streams,  from  its  constant  agi.  more  distinct.  Upon  one  occasion  of 
tation,  is  more  impregnated  with  atmo-  his  suflTering  considerable  pain,  he  ex- 
spheric  air,  which  exerts  over  the  spawn  amined  it  at  the  looking-glass ;  when 
a  peculiar  vivifying  influence.  Why  the  white  substance  appeared  to  him  to 
has  nature,  ever  jprovident,  ordained  be  flat  and  round,  and  much  nearer  the 
that  the  shell  of  birds'  e^gs  should  be  surface  of  the  eye  than  it  used  to  be. 
of  a  porous  nature  P  Is  it  not  that  the  It  was  then,  no  doubt,  lying  in  the 
air  may  exert  its  power  over  the  chick  situation  in  which  it  was  noticed  at  the 
within,  without  which  the  heat  of  the  time  of  his  admission  into  the  hospital, 
parent's  breaibt  would  be  of  no  avail  ?—  in  the  anterior  chamber,  pressing  upon 
for  if  the  shell  be  covered  with  a  coat  of  the  iris.  It  continued  more  or  less  pain- 
varnish,  or  any  other  substance  which  ful  to  him  for  some  time,  until  upon 
will  fill  up  its  pores,  the  process  of  in-  some  accidental  occasion  of  jerking  his 
cubation  may  go  on  week  afler  week,  head  backwards,  he  suddenly  became 
but  the  yolk  would  thereby  undergo  no  •  ft^^e  from  pain.  Looking  into  the  glass, 
change.  Seeing,  then,  that  for  the  pro-  he  found  the  substance  much  smaller, 
duction  of  the  young  of  oviparous  ani-  and,  as  he  described  it,  **  gone  back- 
mals,  independently  of  the  nutriment  wanls  into  the  eye,"  much  in  the  same 
derived  from  the  yolk  on  which  they  manner  as  it  used  to  do  two  or  three 
are  formed,  a  communication  with  the  years  before.  Some  time  afterwards 
atmosphere  is  indispensible,  we  may  the  pain  returned,  and  the  substance  had 
consistently  imagine  that  its  agency  is  become  as  large  as  before.  Remember- 
also  required  by  the  foetus  in  utero :  ing  that  he  had  obtained  relief  by  jerk- 
tbe  vessels  of  the  latter  cannot  benefit  ing  the  head  backwards,  he  tried  it 
so  directly  as  those  of  the  class  of  aqi-  again,  and  was  pleased  enough  to  find 
mals  above  mentioned ;  but  there  will  it  successful,  r  or  several  months  he 
be  no  difliculty  in  explaining  how  it  adopted  this  mode  of  relief  whenever  the 
does  take  place,  while  we  beReve  that  diseased  lens  had  been  protruded  into 
oxygen  is  absorbed  by  the  arterial  the  anterior  chamber, 
blood.  At  length,  however,  the  usual  means 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  of  relief  failed  him ;  the  lens  remained 
Your  obedient  servant,  fixed ;  and  he  was  driven  by  continued 
Geo.  Phillips,  pain  to  seek  for  assistance  at  our  hospi- 
Sargeon.  tal.    With  the  hope  that  he  might  shew 

HaTeTfordwMt.Pfmbrokeihirc,  «s  the  manner  in  which  he  used  to  re- 

AiiButciz,  1034.  lieve  himself,  I  desired  the  belladonna 
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mi^bt  be  freely  applied;  but  it  had  and  tbetnanducatorjnerve.''  (SeeBelI'» 

no  effect ;  the  lotig>coiitinued  irritation,  last  work,  p.  217.)    How  those  opinians 

arising  irom  the  pressure  of  the  lens  were  altered^  in  1 S29,  with  regara  to  the 

against  the  iris,  had  rendered  its  fibres  smaller  branch  of  the  same  nerre,  bftt 

immoveable.  also  been  said. 

As  it  appeared  that  nothing  but  the  What  Bellingeri's  real  opinitm*  were, 
removal  oT  the  lens  would  anbrd  him  in  1818,  on  the  use  of  the  smaller  por* 
relief,  I  extracted  it  in  the  usual  manner  tion  of  the  fifth  pair  of  nerves,  I  Impe 
through'  an  incision  in  the  cornea,  has  been  satis&ctoriljr  proved  by  bia» 
After  the  extraction  an  opaque  capsule  own  words.  It  is  for  him  a  nerve  of 
was  found  pressing  against  the  pupil :  voluntary  motion,  possessing  no  aensa- 
this  was  not  opened:  it  was  not  thought  tion:  in  certain  circumstances  it  mcis 
advisable  to  prolong  the  operation  in  also  as  a  nerve  of  involuntary  motion, 
the  present  irritable  state  of  the  iris,  or  of  instinctive  action ;  but  this  pro- 
He  was  relieved  entirely  by  the  extrac-  perty  is  bestowed  on  it  by  the  intermix- 
tion  of  ibe  lens :  the  incision  healed  up  ture  with  the  inferior  maxillary  bniich 
quickly,  and  he  left  the  hospital  in  of  the  ganglionic  portion,  and  then  it  is 
about  a  week  ailerwards.  The  eye  to  be  considered  as  a  compoiind  nerve : 
continued  quite  insensible  to  light;  and  both  this  last  and  the  smaller  portions  of 
the  opacity,  which  was  so  apparent  the  fifth  take  their  origin  from  dia- 
when  the  capsule*  touched  the  ins,  was  tinct  parts  in  the  encepbalon. 
now  scarcely  to  be  seen.  This  circum-  Now  I  must  come  to  what  Mr.  Alex- 
stance,  in  addition  to  that  of  the  breach  ander  Shaw  very  properly  considers  the 
which  must  have  taken  place  in  the  most  important  pomt  of  this  question — 
anterior  capsule,  leads  to  the  suppo-  viz.  to  the  larger  or  ganglionic  portion 
sition  that  the  opaque  membrane  was  of  the  fiflh  nerve.  With  toe  view,  i>ow. 
posterior  to  the  lens,  probably  involving  ever,  of  soon  satisfying  Mr.  Shaw,  let 
tjie  hyaloid  membrane.  An  opening  me  bring  forward  at  once  just  the  two 
being  made  in  it  at  the  time  of  the  concluding  sentences  in  Part  III.  of 
operation  would  not  perhaps  have  con-  Bellingerrs  Dissertatio,  of  the  first 
tributed  much  to  the  patient's  ad-  chapter,  of  which  the  title  is,  "  Portionis 
vantage.  majoris  quinti  paris  una,  can^^nsusy  tit. 

'  Jiuxus.''  (p.  119.) 

^  Statuam  igitur,"  says  be  at  last. 


ON  THE  COMPARATIVE  MERITS  "  quintum  par  nervorum  esse  sentientem^ 

et  motorium  vita  orffanica  in  eapite, 

^  Quie  de  quinto  pari  generatim  dixunus 

DR.    BELUNGERPS   AND    SIR    C.  je  ipsius  portioSe  majori  tantum  iuteU 

BELLAS  WRITINGS  ligenda."  (p.  176.) 

AKD  OPINIONS  ON  THE  FUNCTIONS  ov  THE  BclUngeri's  SO  Called  Dissertaiio  /n- 

.        FIFTH  AND  SEVENTH  PAIRS  OF  nugurahs,  contains    pnmerly  speaking, 

six  distinct  ones ;  the  different  subjects 

CEREBRAL  NERVES.  ^^  ^^-^j^  ^^^  ^^^  following:-I.  Ex  P*^ . 

By    G.    Negri,  M.D.  «tca  :    De  Phytic<h-chemici$  albuminis. 

[ConUoued  from  p.  751.]  proprietatihtu.^ll.  Ex  Anatome:  De 

nervis  faciei. — III.  Ex  Physiologia  : 

.  Quinti,  etieptimi  nervorum  parie  fimc- 

BelhngerVi  Opinion*  on  the  Ganalionic  tiones.—lV,  Ex  Medicina    Tkeoriea : 

Portions  of  the  Fifth  Pair  of  Cere-  De  Neuralgia  faciei.— V.   Ex   Praxi. 

bral  Nerves.  Cura  Neuralgia  /aciet.— VI.  Ex  Ma. 

What  Sir  Charles  BelPs  opinions  were,  teria  Medica.    Specimen  de    remediis 

in  1821,  on   the   functions  of  the   fiflh  nervinis.     It  is  evident,  therefore,  that 

pair  of  cerebral  nerves,  have  been  stated  the  leading  snbject  of  the  author  was 

in  my  first  article.    He  gave,  in  his  principally  the  general  pathology  and 

fourth  paper,  read  before  the  Royal  So-  treatment  of  the   Neuralgia  Facialis^ 

ciety  on  June  19tb,  1823,  the  following  and  that  he  had  very  iudiciously  pre- 

defitiition:—  faced  his  remarks  by  the  anatomy  and 

"  The  fifth  is  the  universal  nerve  of  phj^siology  of  those  parts  and  or^ns 

sensation   to  the  head  and  face,  to  the  which,    from   their  morbid    condition, 

skin,  to  the  surface  of  the  eye,  the  cavi*  were  to  be  restored  to  their  natural  state. 

ties  oi  the  nose,  the  mouth  and  tongue,  Both  the  anatomiciil  and  physiological 
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parts  leave  nothing  to  be  desired  in  And  lo  on,  with  Vieussens,  Meckel, 

|>oint  of  clear  and  minute  exposition,  as  Soemmerrinff,  Bichat,  Gall,  and  Bojer. 

well  as  of  information  taken  from  the  §  JIT.    **  Slultiplicatas  igitur  admo- 

most  celebrated  authors  who  have  dis-  dum,  diversique  ordiuis  exequitur  func- 

tinguished  themselves  on  this  subject,  tiones,  secundum  metnoratos  auctores, 

The  opinions  and  authorities  of  Eusta-  ^uintum  par.    Partium  tero,  in  quibus 

chius,    Faloppius,    Willis,     Yieussens,  inseritur,    vitae    organicae    prte    primis 

Santorini,  Winslow,    Halier,    Meckel,  conferre  par  quiutum,  nobis  ratio  sua- 

fiirsch,  Wrisbei|^.  Cotunnio,    Scarpa,  dere  videtur. 

Soemmerrinf ,  Bichat,  Malacame,  ana  §  IV.    "  £t  primum  quidcm,  argu- 

others,  are  brought  forwards  when  ne-  niento    ex    anatome    ducto,   peculiaris 

cessary  to  settle  some  disputed  point;  ipsius  structure,  quae  cum  nervis  vitee 

and  with  such  a  degree  of  ingenuity.*  organicte  quammaxime  •  convenit,    in- 

without  pretension,  which    is    indeed  tertexta  filamentorum  disppsitio,  gan- 

highly  creditable  to  the  author.  gliorum    ubique     pnesentia:    [Pnetcr 

He   does  not,   then,   come    forward  plexum    semiJunarem,    ganglioformem 

as  a  discoverer  of  new  thin^,  but  mo-  dictum,  convenit  ad  efformandum  gan- 

destly  exposes   the    ingenious   deduc-  S}^P^,  ophthalmicum,    ganglia    quoque 

tions  of  his  patient  and  extensive  in-  ciliaria  a  Reil  descripta ;  ganglion  in 

quiries  on   tne  structure,  distribution,  sinu  frontali  a  Wrisoergio  indicatum 

connexions,     and    functious    of    those  efficit;  ganglion  spheno-palatinum,  et 

parts  which  make  the  subject  of  his  ganglion  maxillare  a  Meckel  inventa.] 

work.     Of  the  correctness  of  my  as-  mire  repetitae  ipsius  anastomoses,    re- 

sertion,  every  one  may  have  a  convinc-  morum  interdum  volumen  adauctum,  ut 

ing  proof,  from   the  wery  beginning  of  in  ipso  quinti  trunco  in  ciliaribus,  in 

the  already-mentioned  cbajiter.  nasali  extemo  cum  Boycr,  et  in  pala- 

§.  I.  *'  Disputatissimam    aggressurus  tiiio  posteriori   cum    Scarpa  in  anato- 

partem,  omnino  certa    non    proferam,  misis  vidimus,  quod  similitudinem  cum 

satis,  si  quee  probabili  mara  co^jectura,  intercostali  constituit;  constans  cum  ar- 

aasequi  licet,  afferam.     Vidimus  porro  teriis  associatio,  quod  ex  Bich4t  specta- 

in  proecedenti  dissertatione,  quintum  par  bilem  sistit  nervorum    vitce    orejokicm 

miutiplicibus  in  partibus  inseri,  quarum  charecterem,    prolatie   opinion!  Tavent. 

omnino  varii  sunt  usus.    Sunt,  quie  sen-  Fortasse  ei  ex  ipnu$  origine  dud   ar- 

am  obediunt  voluntario,  sunt  qua  invo-  gumetiiwn  potest ;  /ere  enim  ex  integro 

luntarie,vel  antomaticemoventur  partes,  ortum  tranere  viaetur  a  corporihu  oli- 

aunt  tandem,  <]uie  secretionibus  dican-  varihui^  qum  merito  uti  ganglU  kaben^ 

tor;  omnes  deuique  partes  vitam  vivunt  tur.^     ["  In  ea  sum  opinione,  ut  ere- 

organicam.      Sea    quasnam  exequitur  dam,  nervea  filamenta  qwe  a  corporis 

actionea     quintum    par?       Definituri,  hus  olivaribus  ortum  ducunt,  unice  vita 

antea  consulamus  auctores.  organica  Jamulari.    Revere  oritur  ex 

^.  II.  Galenus  jam  tradidit,  nervum  ipsis  maxima  ex  parte  imprimis  nervut 

qumti  paris,  auera    sub  nomine  terliie  pneumo  'gattricus^    glosso-pharyngeui^ 

conjugaiionis  designat,  sensui  tactus,  et  trifacialU  :  aliqua  etiam  filamenta  ac- 

motus  voluntario  dicatum  esse,  in  super  eipiunt  seztum^  et  teptimum  par^  unde- 

et  remos  qui  in  toto  ore  distribuuntur  cimum  etiam*,  vel  magnus  hgpogiotsut. 

ffustoi  inservire.*' —  (De  utu  partium^  Porro  neni  priores  unice  vitse  organicie 

lib.  ix.  et  xi.)  famulantur ;  noiterioret  vero^  pats  mu 

"   Willis  docuit,  sensibus  formulari  nusve,  aliquiou*  tantum  in  partibus,^ 

quintum  par,  tactus  scilicet,  et  gustus;  ^Pp*  121, 122. 

motus  etiam,  sed  in  voluntaries,  vel  ab  §  V.  *'  Majoris  momenti  sunt  argu- 
inatinctu  perficere,  asseruit ;  sympa-  menta,  que  pbysiologia  suppeditat 
tbice,  quoque,  et  pathetice  affici,  atque  Revere  quam  distrihuitur  iridis,  glan- 
moveri:  actionibus  etiam  involuntariis  dulee  laciymali,pituitari8e  narium  mem- 
(sive  organicis  functionibus)  dicatum  brenee  late  expanses,  sinibus  maxilla- 
ease  remum  lacrymalem  ophthalmici,  ribus,  spbenoioalibus,  frontalibus,  den- 
aperte  innuit,  visui  quodammodo,  et  tibus,  intemis  aurium  partibus,  glan- 
olfactui  inaervire;  sanguinis  circulatio-  dulis  salivaribus  cunctis,  glandulisque 
nem  in  facie  immutare*." — pp.  119, 120,  mucosis,  glandulis  tonsUlaribus,  pba- 
( Cerebri  Anatome$^C9L^.  xv\\.\  Nervor,  ryn^,  et  periostio,  non  nisi  vitis  cr- 
Detcript.  et  Uiuty  cap.  xxii.)  ganicfe  munera  adimplet     Vemm  qui- 

*  See  Mr.  Jo«e|*h  airiiii*t  article,  In  the  Med.  *  He  adopts  Soemoierrtog's  cUMlflcatiun  of  the 

0at.  July  19,  1834.  cerebral  nerves. 

362.— xi%.  3  £ 
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dem  est,  et  musculis  voluniati$  imperio  }  VII.  **  Venim  neque  tantum  eolae 

tubjacentihui  prospicere^  et  tegumenti$;  paraant  orgfanicie  pneest  (^uintttm  par, 

sed  animadTertamus  velim,  non  ibi$oIas  sed  ei  affectionibut  pathettcis^  sympa- 

exittere    quinti  parts  propagines,   sed  thids,  involuntariis  experimendi  inter* 

alias  statttn  accedere :    sane,  dum  an-  vit.     Animi  patbemata  pneprimis  per 

pra,  et  infra  orbitum  egreditur,  ad  tern*  ramificationes  quinti  pans  mire  in  fa- 

J»ora,    et  in    regfione    malarum,  prope  ciem  depingiintur.''^Page  126. 

bramen  menti,  nonne  statim  filamenta  AAer  having^  given  a  beautiful  de- 

septimi  paris  superveniunt,    et   inttna  gcription  of  tbe  effect  of  the  different 

anastomosi  conjuncta  cum  ramis  quinti,  passions  on  the  change  of  pbysiognomy, 

unicum  fere  cum  ipsis  nervorum   con-  ne  says — 

stituunt  P      Si    igitur    ubi    soloe    sunt  **  Ease  porro  productiones  quinti  pa- 

quinti  paris  ramificationes,  uti  in  ramo  ris,  non  autem  septimi,  quae  dirersimode 

laciymali,  nasali,  dentalibus,   et  pala-  ab  animi  pathematibus  afficiuntur  ;  inde 

tin  is,  ibi  sola  est  organica  yita,  nonne  dignoscitur,  quod  in  yariis  animi  pas- 

prohahile  redditur,  quum  in  musculis,  et  sionibus  non  soli  afficiuntur  muscuU,  sed 

inteffumentis  frontisy  labiorwm,  nasi,  et  et  vasa  sanguinea,  et  glanduUt  qwam 

oris,    universetque  faciei    distrihuitur,  plurima,  multteque  partes,   qwe  dum- 

ipsornm  tantum   vitee  organ icce  famu-  taxat  a  quinto,  nuUos  vero  a  sepHmo 

lari,  animalem  vero  vitam,  motum  sci-  nervos  accipiunt,^*  •  •  >  (p- 127.)  ^  Qain- 

licet  voluntarium,  et  sensum  animalem,  turn  igitur  tantumodo  est  par,  non  Tero 

ab  adjunctis  nervis  pendSre  P    Profecto  septimum,  quod  involuntaria  animi  pa- 

quum  sensum  organis  distribuitur  quin-  tbemata  exprimit      [Quarti   prccipiie, 

tum  par,  quod  organici  est,  ab  ipso  de-  quinti,  et  sexti  paris  neryi,  pneumogaa- 

I^endet,   quod  vero  animalis,    a  pecu-  tricus,  etiutercostalis,  sunt,  qui  influxum 

iaribus  nervis  ipsis  organis  prospicien-  patbematum  animi  sentiunt,  et  manifes- 

tibus Physioloofia  igitur,  organicie  tant;  isti  vero  aliqua,  yel  maximu  ex 

yitiB  inservire  quintum  par  suadet.'* —  parte  a  cerebelli  productionihus  exo- 

P.  124.  riuntur ;  putarem  inde,  posse  quadante- 

§  YI.   '*  Tandem  quintum  par  orga-  nus  conjecturari,  cerebellum,  pree  aliis 

nicsB  imprimis  vits  dicatum  esse,  com-  encephaii  partibus,  organum,  et  sedem 

probant   ipsiemet   observationes  patho-  esse  animi  pathemaium.^^  pp.  127,  1528. 

logicfe.     Re  quidem  Vera  in  neuralgia  <*  Sjmpatbice  proe  pnmis  moventur 

faciei  rami  infraorbitalis  instituitur  sec-  quinti  paris  propagines.      S^mpatfaias 

tio  neque  inde  musculorum  subsequitur  vero  .....  in  propHas  quinti  pans,  et 

paralysis.    Hue  etiam  facit  fortasse  ob-  communes  cum  aliis  nenris  faic  loci  dis- 

servatio  monstri  a  Lawrence  descripti,  tinguo." 

in   (^uo   encepbalum    fere    ex   integro  The    proper    sjrmpathies  -are    yery 

deficiebat Hoc    antem    monstrnm  clearly  explained  by  the  numerous  con - 

yeram  animalem  vitam  non  vixisse,  sed  nexions  of  the  fifth  with  other  nerves. 

potius  organ icam...."  The  common,    or  passive  sympathies, 

§  VII.  '*  Dum  interim  statuimus  vitae  are    explained    in    ^e  same    manner, 

organicce  pracipue  famulari  quintum  through  the  connexions  which  the  fifth 

par,  patet  profecto,  et  animalem  vitam  has,  by  means  of  the  great  sympathetic, 

consequenter,  ex  ipso  dependere :  leeso  with  every  part  of  the  body,  and  with 

enim  organico  partium  existendi  modo,  the  brain,  tnrough  its  conjunction  with 

et  animales  ipsarum  necessario  prape-  the  sixth.    Then  he  says — 

diuntur  functiones.    Hoc  pacto  sequen-  "  Jure,  mcritoque  W'risl>ergiu8  quin- 

tem  explicamus  pathologicam  observa-  tum  par  inter  sympathicos  nervos  recen- 

tionem.'' — Pp.  125, 126.  suit,  et  sympathicum   medium  dixit.*' 

Here  he  relates,  in  support  of  this  Bellingperi  s  opinion  is,  that  '*  nervus 

statement,  a  case  by  Bellingeri,  consi-  intercostalis   sympathicus  magnus    est 

dered  as  one  of  paralysis  of  the  gan-  dicendus,  sympathicus  medius  pneumo- 

elionic  portion  or  the  fifth,  but  by  Mr.  gastricus,    parvus    sympathicus    trifa- 

Alexanaer  Shaw  declared  **  an  unaoubt-  cialis,  et  sympathicus  minimus  facialis 

ed  case  of  disease  of  the  portio  dura."  dicendus?^  p.  143. 

After  the  yery  able  manner  in  which  Here  it  is  remarkable  what  he  says 

Mr.  John  Walker  has  answered  him,  I  on  this  subject. 

do  not  consider  it  necessary  to  say  any  &  XVII.     *'  Putarem  sympathias   in 

thing  more  on  this  particular  subject*.  animales,  et  organicaa  esse  oistinguen- 

•  See  Mr.  John  Walker**  article  In  the  Med,  ^"»  priorcs  quidem  a  cerebro,  non  vero 

Gaa.  for  August  16,  ISM.  secundfB  dependent.   Anunalls  fere  sem- 
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per  C6t  gympathia,  auee  facit,  ut  per  ol-  SUFFICIENCY  OF  THE  PROVIX- 

factum,  visum,  auditum,  olimeiUorum,  CIAL  SCHOOLS 

Fel  veneris    excitentur   desideria;    hs 

cum   animi  pera&fantur  conscientia,  et  

voluntatis    irapeno   prapediri  possunt.  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Orffanica  sympathia  est,  quce  a  cerebro  . 

inconsulto,  et  invito  perficitur;  renum  ^'^> 

adest  calculus,  movetur  ventncubis,  et  Though  averse  yourself  to  dispensings 

▼omitu  premitur,  inscius  est  animus,  re-  with  the  regulation  of  the  Rojal  College 

kictaretur  si  datum  esset (^rga-  of  Surgeons,  requiring  the  student  to 

nicas    igitur   sympathias    a   nervorum  pass  six  months  in  Loudon,  jet  J  trust 

anastomosibus,  plexibus,  et' gangliis  ut  you  will  insert  in  your  journal  what  I 

plurimum  pendere  arbitrarer.'"  p.  145.  offer,  why  this  restrictive  clause  should 

§  XIX.  *'  Non  denegandum  interea,  be  withdrawn. 

ad  nonnullas  partium  sympathias  per  I  regard  the  setting  up  any  compari- 

nervos  explicandas,  ad  ipsorum  commu-  son  as  to  the  respective  qualifications  of 

nem  originem  sive  in  medulla  oblon-  the  metropolitan   and    provincial   sur- 

gata,  sive  spinali  necessario  esse  confu-  ^eons,  as  wholly  irrelevant  to  the  ques- 

H^iendum.    Punctum  vero  in  encephalo,  tion.    I  am  not  one  of  those  who  would 

ubi  perficiuntur   sympathise  organ icse,  presume  to  pit  myself  against  the  con- 

nobis  statui  posse  videtur  in  corporibus  stellattons  of  London ;  but  still  I  have 

olivaribus ;  revera  ex  ipsis  exoriri  vi-  an  idea  that  I  possess  sufficient  infor- 

dentur  maxima  ex  parte  pnecipui  nervi  mation  to  instruct  pupils,  so  as  to  render 

sjrmpatici  vitse  organic®,  intercostalis  them  capable  of  passing  an  examination 

nimirum,    pneumo-gastricus,    et    trifa-  in  the  department  I  profess  to  teach, 

cialis ;  quod  magis  comprobaret,  corpora  The  metropolitan  surgeons  possess,  of 

olivaria   vitie    organicfle    dictata    esse ;  course,  numerous  advantages ;  they  are, 

atque  ita  ratio  rederetur  cum  encephali  or  ought  to  be,  impelled  to  pursue  the 

concursUf  absque  ulla  tamen  animi  con-  path  of  laborious  investigation  and  re- 

scientia.  search,  by  a  combination  of  excitants. 

"  Sunt  igitur  sympathiflp,  quse  a  cere-  Following  in  the  wake  of  the  by>gone 

bro,  sunt  qaoe  a  spinali,  vel  oblongata  and  renowned,  they  have  to  sustain  the 

medulla  dependent,  sunt  quie  etiam  per  repute  of  their  locajities.     He  who  tra- 

simplices  nervorum  anastomoses,  plexus,  verses  the  same  ward  as  once  did  Che- 

et  eanglia  fiunt,  et  explicantur.     Ani-  selden,  must  be,  or  ought  to  be,  warmed 

males  vero  sympathias  cerebro  interce-  hy   the  recollection.     There  are,   too, 

dente  fieri  creaam ;   organicas,  et  per  now   in  existence   among  them,  those 

simplices  anastomoses,  plexus,  et  gan-  who  have  earned  imperishable  repute — 

51ia  absolvi  posse  contendo,  quae  qui-  men  whose  writings  serve  me  as  a  bea- 

em  non  in  nervis  vitse  animalis,  sed  con  and  a  guide  in  the  hour  of  doubt, 

tantum  in  nervis  vitoe  organicce  perfi-  There  are  others  who  tread  in  the  same 

ciuntur.   Hinc  cum  tot,  tantusque  quinto  career,  who  will  be  one  day  celebra^tcd  ; 

pari  peragi  sympathias  demonstravimus,  hut  there  are  many,  very  many,  who  I 

vidimus  quoque  in  ipsius  anatome,  suos  am  sure  will  not   High-sounding  titles. 

omnes  ramos  inter  se,  et  cum  vicinis  family  influence,  the  playing  off  tumid 

nervis  ubique  anastomosibus  jungi,  ita  bombast,  and  skirting  on  tlie  confines  of 

nt  intimus  sit  omnium  fere  filamentorum  quackery,  will  never  persuade  us,  com- 

connexus,  etcirculum  quodammodo  pne-  mon-sense  provincialists,  that  we  ought 

seferant;  multiplices  quoque,  etinsignes  to  range  ourselves  iu  the  rear  of  men  of 

insUtuit  plexus,  gangliisque  frequenter  such  a  stamp,  though  residents  even  in 

obsidetur  quintum  par."  p.  147.  the  metropolis. 

Taking  the  superiority  of  the  metro- 
Here  I  must  end  my  second  article,  politan  teachers  for  granted,  is  it  neces- 
leaving  the  remaining  part,  on  the  gan-  sary  the  imperative  clause  should  be  re- 
fflionic  portion  of  the  nfxh  pair  of  nerves,  tained  ?    Tnc  certain  conviction  of  the 
Tor  the  ibllowins'  week.  fact,  and  the  recollection,  that  the  Exa- 

i  am,  sir,  miners  of  the  College  are  the  judges  as 

Your  obedient  servant,  to  the  candidates'  acquirements,  might 

G.  NsGBi,  M.D.  safely  induce  the  withdrawal.    The  ta- 

Angnat  22, 1834.  Unted  and  skilful  will  always  be  sought 
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after  by  pupils,  who  are  all  desirous  to  wanted  for  teaching,  but  teaching  b  for 
attend  the  best  preceptors  ere  they  shall  hospitals.  We  pray  you,  therefore,  fen- 
settle  as  practitioners.  Every  prorin-  tlemen,  to  begfin  as  soon  aa  possible, 
cial  teacher  will  say  to  his  class,  gen-  In  nlace  of  hurrying  through  your 
tlemen,  if  you  can  afford  it,  pass  a  win-  wards,  detail  to  those  who  accompany 
ter  not  only  in  London,  but  as  well  in  you  your  reajsons  for  the  adoption  of 
Paris,  Edinburgh,  Dublin.  The  mental  your  treatment;  do  not  put  up  your 
powers  are  enlarged  and  streng^ened  fractures  in  silence,  but  describe  the 
oy  collating  a  variety  of  objects.  You  state  of  the  parts  —  predict  what  you 
will  be  Led  to  analyse  and  test,  to  ascer-  expect  will  result  —  explain  what 
tain  the  validity  of  what  you  might  else  you  behold — read  to  your  pupils  from 
have  regarded  as  incontrovertible.  You  the  book  of  nature.  \^e  can  assure  you 
will  thus  be  enabled  to  discard  that  that  if  any  thing  can  induce  a  rash  prac- 
which  is  worthless,  and  to  stamp  indeli-  titioner  to  pause — an  inconsiderate  one 
bly  in  memory  that  which  else  might  to  reflect— it  is  the  being  obliged  to  de- 
have  been  forgotten.  scribe  to  those  around   the  reaaous  of 

Kiestriction  associates  the  idea  of  mo-  their  diagnostic,  and  detail  the  steps  of 

nopoly ;  this  is  a  term  that  comports  not  the  operation  they  are  about  to  pertbrm. 

with  an  art  like  ours.    We  can  under-  The  attempt  to  teach  will  serve  to  elicit 

stand  why  a  monarch  should  grant  a  talent  that  would  otherwise  have  been 

monopoly  for  a  term  of  years  to  a  band  dormant — will    cause  a  research  into, 

of  enterprising  merchants,  or  voyagers;  and  perusal  of,  authors  that  would  else 

h  is  a  stimulus  to  efforts  by  no  means  have  been  disregarded.     Surgery,  too, 

certain  of  success.    A  royal  charter,  em-  is  a  practical  art;  but  lectures  are  only 

powering  a  certain  number  of  surgeons  of  use  to  those  who  are  tolerably  versant 

to  superintend  the   interests    of  their  therein,  and  wl^o  desire  to  compare  their 

art,  could  never  have  contemplated  that  own   deductions  with  those  of  the  lec- 

they  would  have  employed  themselves  turer.    Hasten,  therefore,  to  adopt  clini- 

in  enacting  by-laws  that  tend  to  con-  cal  instruction." 

centrate  tuent,  in  place  of  diffusing  it  What  has  been  the  fact?    The  enact- 

The  Sovereign  could  but  be  anxious  ment    of  by-laws,     announcing    Uiat 

that  the  inmate  of  the  poorest  cottage  three  years*  hospital  attendance  in  the 

should  be  as  skilfully  treated  as  the  country  was  eoual  to  one  in  London; 

owner  of  a  palace.  and  latterly,  toat  six   months  in  the 

I  am  sure  the  Council  and  Examiners  metropolis  is  equivalent  to  twelve, 
of  the  College  are  individually  men  of  I  am  not  one  who  desires  that  medi- 
liberal  feeling,  profound  acquirements,  cal  education  should  be  rendered  cheaper, 
and  high  urbanity ;  that  in  their  private  I  believe  that  the  master-key  to  an  ef- 
walks  of  life,  they  would  spurn  at  the  fectual  elevation  of  the  class  of  sur- 
idea  of  being  actuated  by  any  thing  geon,  would  be,  that  no  pupil  should  be 
bearing  too  strong  a  stamp  of  self-ad-  allowed  to  article,  apprentice,  or  apply 
vantage ;  and  that  they  would  not  himself  to  the  study  of  surgery,  with- 
wound  the  feelings  of  any  of  their  bre-  out  previously  undergoing  an  examina- 
thren.  As  a  corporate  body,  they  pre-  tion  (by  a  local  boar^  as  to  his  scholas- 
sent  a  very  different  aspect.  Self-elected,  tic  attainments.  I  am  inclined  to  be- 
irresponsiole,  residents  in  London,  they  lieve  that  youths  of  a  higher  intellectual 
have  ever  been  intent  on  advancing  the  order  would  thus  be  obtained.  The  pub- 
interests  of  their  circle  and  connexions,  lie  at  present  appears  to  suppose  that  not 
It  could  not  be  otherwise.  A  House  a  whit  better  euucation  is  required  for 
of  Commons,  elected  by  metropoli-  an  apprentice  to  a  sui^eon,  than  to  a 
tan  constituents,    would  naturally  be  grocer. 

forgetful  of  the  condition  of  the  pro-  Twelve  months'  attendance  on  a  Lon- 

vinces.  don  hospital,  or  six  months,  and  twelve 

I  think  I  may  assert,  that  if  the  Coun-  months  at  a  provincial  hospital,  is 
cil  of  the  Royal  College  were  influenced  deemed  sufficient  to  qualify  for  exami- 
by  a  desire  to  improve  their  art,  they  nation.  I  would  have  this  period  dou- 
would  have  recommended  that  teaching*  bled.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how 
should  be  commenced  at  all  the  princi-  an  apprentice  from  many  of  the  canton- 
pal  country  hospitals  and  dispensaries,  ments  (if  I  may  be  allowed  the  term). 
They  would  have  said — **  hospitals  are  not  where  neither  machinery  nor  mines  are 
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to  be  found,  can    ac4)uire,    in    twelve  I  am  glad  of  it ;  but  he  can  have  verjr 

months,  a  knowledge  of  surgeiy  to  fit  few  cases  on  which  todisplajr  his  talents, 

him  for  practice.  I  would  prefer  that  one  of  the  Man- 

I  would  suggest  that  the  examina-  Chester  surgeons   should    describe,    in 

tion    as   to   the   qualifications   of  the  humble  style,  his  numerous  cases  to  his 

student   should    be    a    rery     different  pupils ;  he  will,,  at  all  events,  have  the 

process  to  what  it  now  is :  if,  besides  advantage  as  to  material, 

oeing  oral  and  in  public,  it  required  The  centralization  plan  narrows  the 

'written    answers  —  if   the    parts    were  field    of  competition, — freedom   would 

shewn  on  the  subject,  and  if  the  ca-  extend  it     Should  any  unqualified  per- 

pacity   for    distingnisjiing   the   nature  sons  Tenture  to  become  teachers,  the 

of  ailments  and  accidents  were  ascer-  remedy,  as  I  have  said,  is  a  public, 

iained  at  the  bed-side  and  admission-  honest,    and    searching'    examination ; 

room  of  an  hospital — I  have  an  idea  the  the  examiners,  if  possible,  selected  by 

fitness  of  the  aspirant  for  a  dipToma  government,  liberally  paid,  and  uncon- 

would   be  better  known  than  by  the  nected  with  either  hospital  or  school, 

existing  imperfect  mode.  A  board,  hung  up  at  the  college  door 

Assuredly  the  primary  object  of  the  the  day  after  an  examination,  with  the 

Court  of  Examiners  of  the  College  must  names  of  die  passed  and  rejected  pupils, 

be  to  ascertain  the  quality  and  extent  or  at  all  events  the  names  of  the  teacners 

of  the  professional  knowledge  of  a  can-  whose  pupils  have  passed  or  not,  would 

didate.    Whence  the  necessity  for  in-  be  an  excellent  guide  for  a  student. 

?uiry  at  what  sources  it  was  obtained  ?  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  pupils  or 
f  found  to  be  qualified,  the  purport  is  their  friends  may  very  safely  be  left  to 
ftilfillcd :  no  unqualified  person  will  be  choose  for  themselves.  A  monthly 
able  to  practise.  sheet  of  the  kind  I  have  mention^ 
The  principal  argument,  I  presume,  would,  however,  be  an  excellent  chart 
(or  the  council  legislating'  as  to  the  for  their  guidance. 
"  where,"  is,  that  it  may  De  presumed  If  teaching  were  general  at  the  coun- 
or  asserted  that  Loudon,  JDublin,  Edin-  try  hospitals,  it  would  soon  lead  to  the 
burgh,  Glasgow,  and  Aberdeen,  possess  subdivision  of  labour;  and  this,  gene- 
better  teachers  and  more  richly- fur>  rally  speaking,  would  tend  to  (he  good 
nished  hospitals  than  any  other  part  of  of  our  art. 

the  empire.  I  believe  I  have  seized  on  a  few  of 

This  is  the  only  one  that  ought  to  the  prominent  points  of  the  question; 

weigh  with    the    legislature.     If  the  many  minor  ones  yet  remain ;.  but,  to 

fact,  and  it  is  deemed  unadvisable  to  avoid  being  tedious,  I  beg  to  subscribe 

attempt  the  formation  of  new  teachers  myself, 

and    new  schools,    it  would    be    well.  Your  obedient  servant, 

perhaps,  not  only  to  retain  the  restrictive  William  Gill. 

clause,    but  to  oblige  every  pupil  to  *  ^*^*'P**"'L4 

Kceive  his  education  at  one  of  those  ^"""'^  *'  *^' 

places.  

The    impracticability,    however,    of 

such  centralization  -the    impolicy  of  MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

allowing  the  early  years  of  apprentices  **-•*-»'*>.'*»»-■  ^s^mm^m^ 

and  pupils    t<»  glide  by    without  any  Stiiurdatf,  August  ^,19^. 

species  of  mental  culture,  and  of  ne-  

glecting  the  riches  that  are  to  be  found  .                                        ...... 

fn  the  la«-e  provincial  hospjuh-the  in-  /r:uTj::'''^.i:%'L1^:::^:\i:Z':^Z 

justice,  also,  of  expecting  that  surgeons  publicum  sli,  dicendiVcricalum  uon  recoso." 

will  apply  themselves  to  teach  ardently  Cicbro. 

and  energetically,  when    held  up  by  

SS':^?iri±VTtnvr„rri  ^^  late  concours  in  paris. 

ir^'xce-  We  mentioned  last  week,  that  tlie  Con- 
Aberdeen  wrw,  Manchester  w  a  good  ^„„„  ;„  p^,  f^^  ^^  ^^^  „f  ^Unique 
sample  of  antithesis ;  but  it  may  be  said  , .         .     ,     ,  ^                ,       .      «      . 
the  professor  of  surgery  there  is  pro-  chnirgicale,  left  vacant  by  the  death 

foundly  read,   eloquent,  and  didactic,  of  Boycr,  was  concluded ;  and  that  M. 
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Velpeaa  bad '  obtained  the  nomination,  mm — that  is  to  say,  with  eonpaniively 
The  candidates  were  most  of  them  men  little  of  that  mde  interfereMce  with  the 
of  high  professional  character :  the  business  of  the  jnij,  and  the  eouliict 
names  of  Lisfranc,  Sanson,  Blandin,  of  the  candidates,  which  genenDy 
and  Berard,  are  familiar  to  ereiy  medi-  renders  ererj  exhibition  of  this  sort, 
cal  man  who  attends  to  the  literature  of  in  "  young  France,"  so  exceedingly 
his  profession;  and  the  merits  of  M.  offensive.  On  one  of  the  days  of 
Velpeaa  are  generally  appreciated  the  contest,  indeed,  there  was  no 
throughout  Europe.  Not  only  has  the  slight  disturbance  produced  by  some 
latter  gentleman  distinguished  himself  scandalous  reports  circulated  to  the 
by  bis  various  and  elaborate  works,  prejudice  of  one  of  the  candidates,  M. 
which  have  procured  for  him  an  exten-  Blandin,  who,  it  was  whispered,  was 
sive  celebrity,  but  by  his  indefatigable  supported  by  the  patronage  of  certain 
industry  and  ability  as  a  teacher,  be  has  persons  in  power ;  and  billets  to  that 
long  been  a  prime  favourite  in  the  effect  were  sent  round  among  the  public, 
French  metropolis.  Added  to  this,  he  or  rather  the  pupils,  assembled  in  the 
has  had  the  advantage  for  some  time  amphitheatre.  One  of  them  having 
back  of  being  looked  upon  as  a  man  of  reached  M.  Blandin  just  as  he  was 
brilliant  talent  unfairly  dealt  with,  and  proceeding  to  deliver  a  probationary 
possessing  qualifications  for  a  profes-  lecture,  he  took  the  opportunity,  on 
sorship  in  the  school,  which  were  not  coming  forward,  to  protest,  in  the  most 
liberally  recognized  in  influential  quar-  indignant  terms,  against  the  injurious 
ters.  Within  but  a  few  months  he  has  insinuation ;  and  so  effectually  did  he 
publicly  contended  for  no  less  than  vindicate  his  character,  that  a  strong  re- 
three  successive  chairs — for  Patkologie  action  in  his  favour  immediately  took 
exteme^  Clinique  tPAccouchment,  and  place,  and  he  was  cheered  from  all  parts 
the  surgical  clinique  just  mentioned,  with  the  loudest  applauses. 
On  each  occasion  be  has  acquitted  him-  What  scenes  these  are  (and  they  are 
self  with  the  highest  applause ;  and  his  quite  common  in  the  Parisian  amphi- 
want  of  success  at  the  conclusion  of  theatres)  to  be  permitted  to  take  place  on 
each  of  the  two  former  trials  created  such  an  occasion!  The  pupils  of  the 
considerable  murmurs  among  bis  ad-  school,  it  is  but  too  manifest,  have  it  all 
miring  friends.  His  present  triumph  is  their  own  way,  and  claim  to  be  the  su- 
accordingly  hailed  both  as  an  act  of  preme  directors  and  judges  on  every 
justice  and  a  tardy  acknowledgment  recurrence  of  the  concours ;  they  raise 
extorted  from  a  reluctant  jury.  at  will  the  most  uproarious  opposi- 
Tbe  Concours  which  has  just  termi-  tion  to  any  thing  or  any  person  that 
nated  was  a  fair  specimen  of  that  truly  displeases  them :  they  drown  with  their 
French  mode  of  appointing  to  medical  plaudits  the  proceedings  at  any  mo- 
offices  :  it  was  more ;  for  owing  to  the  ment,  when  anything  has  been  said 
undoubted  and  ui^uestionable  emi-  or  done  to  give  them  pleasure.  Were 
nence  of  the  concurrents,  it  could  not  we  ill-disposed  towards  the  concours — as 
but  go  off  to  the  heart's  content  of  our  we  certainly  are  not,  so  long  as  our 
lively  neighbours  —  hrilliantly.  We  Gallic  friends  keep  it  to  themselves — 
watched  the  proceedings,  as  reported  in  we  should  wish  all  parties  joy  of  this 
all  the  French  journals,  and  must  con-  tyranny.  But,  as  it  is,  we  cannot  but 
fess,  not  without  interest,  as  it  was  con-  condole  with  the  judicious,  who  see 
ducted  from  the  first  with  much  deco-  in  the  prevalence  of  the   custom,  no- 
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tbittg  but  an  opening  for  the  most  tbe  space  of  ten  days,  proving  tbeir 
serious  ill  consequences.  Wbo  but  tbe  autborsbip  of  tbe  same  by  supporting 
most  blind  admirer  of  revohitionarj  tbeir  respective  compositions  in  dispu- 
novelties  fails  to  see  in  it  tbe  risk  of  tation  witb  tbeir  competitors.  Now^, 
bringing  forward  bold  bad  men— persons  ivbat  sort  of  a  work  can  possibly  be  pro- 
of superficial  attainments,  but  gifted  duced  in  ten  days — especially  on  a 
witb  tbose  arts  wbicb  are  suited  to  se-  cbance  subject.'*  Be  tbe  candidate  wbo 
cure  tbem  popularity  in  tbe  tbeatres?  be  may,  it  is  impossible  for  bimbonestly 
Wben  tbis  is  done  in  a  few  instances— >  to  bring  fortb  all  bis  resources  in  a  re-» 
and  tbere  is  by  no  means  a  remote  gularly  written  and  printed  treatise,^ 
possibility  of  its  occurrence— adieu  to  sucb  as  is  expected  from  bim,  in  tbat 
tbe  beloved  concours,  and  let  tbe  scbool  period.  A  thesis,  no  doubt  voluminous 
suffer  for  its  folly !  We  know,  bow-  enongb,  and  perbaps  compact  and  well 
ever,  perfectly  well,  bow  little  bope  put  together,  may  be  forthcoming ;  but 
can  be  entertained  of  a  reform  on  this  for  its  originality,  we  do  not  hesitate 
point  The  love  of  power  is  too  strongly  to  say  that  it  will  be  as  much  bis  who 
implanted  in  human  nature  to  be  readily  opposes,  as  bis  wbo  defends  it  in  arffu* 
surrendered,  especially  by  a  multitude  mentation. 

of  hot-headed  young  men  who  have  And  this  was  pretty  well  shown  by 
once  enjoyed  it;  and  the  e?t<|9/ay  which  the  late  result.  Seven  theses,  on  a 
is  connected  with  it,  we  are  aware,  has  variety  of  subjects,  were  ready  by  the 
strong  attractions,— being,  as  it  is,  so  appointed  day ;  but  all  were  allowed  to 
very  peculiarly  French.  be  mere  compilations,  and  scarcely  wor- 
The  usual  routine  of  trials  gone  thy  of  the  men  who  composed  them, 
through,  as  constituting  the  several  Some  of  tbe  candidates  had  to  treat  on 
actsof  tbe  concours,  is  generally  known  ;  subjects  of  which  they  had  no  expert" 
and  tbere  was  nothing  so  unusual  as  euce.  M.  Sanson,  for  instance,  had 
to  require  special  remark  on  the  pre-  to  give  a  lengthy  statement  of  tbe  corn- 
sent  occasion.  Tbe  claims  of  tbe  can-  parative  merits  of  tbe  method  of  union 
didates  on  the  score  of  distinction  in  by  tbe  first  intention — a  method  of  tbe 
the  profession  (titres  antMeursJy  as  SLU'  real  merits  of  which  he  confessedly 
thors,  or  improvers  of  tbe  medical  art,  knows  nothing;  and  it  was  generally 
were  all  duly  set  forth ;  the  required  understood,  on  the  allotment  of  the 
lectures  on  given  subjects,  and  with  questions,  that  not  one  of  the  candidates 
little  or  no  preparation,  were  severally  had  specially  applied  himself  anteriorly 
delivered ;  and  the  bed-side  proofs  of  to  tbat  particular  subject  which  fell  to 
ability  were  satisfactorily  tendered.  But  his  share.  The  professed  object  of  this 
perhaps  the  proceedings  with  regard  to  proceeding  is  to  ascertain  the  powers 
the  theses  may  deserve  a  short  notice ;  of  each  concurrent  as  a  writer.  But 
for,  with  all  due  respect  for  the  learned  how  much  more  certainly  might  this  be 
projectors  of  this  sort  of  test,  we  can-  effected,  if  desirable,  by  setting  .down 
not  conscientiously  give  it  much  of  our  the  candidates  at  once,  with  pen,  ink, 
approbation,  and  for  that  reason  cannot  and  paper,  and  obliging  tbem  to  supply 
allow  tbis  opportunity  to  escape  with-  an  extemporaneous  essay  on  a  given 
out  in  some  measure  expressing  our  subject,  in  a  given  time,  rather  than 
opinion  on  it.  The  practice  is,  to  draw  by  allowing  ten  days  for  the  preparation 
by  lot  certain  questions  for  the  can-  of  a  thesis,  with  which  persons  behind 
didates,  %m  which  they  shall  have  the  screen  have  infinitely  more  to  do 
each  a  printed  thesis  to    produce   in  than  the  nominal  author ! 
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We  should  not,  however,  omit  to  men-  mode^  of  gaining  notoriety.  How 
tion  a  few  facts  touching  the  extraordi-  manj  do  we  see  around  ns  orer  whom 
nary  thesis  of  M.  Velpeau,  whose  well-  the  dread  of  such  exposure  would  exett 
known  fecundity  as  a  writer,  renders  it  a  salutaiy  check !  and  how  ahaurd  it  is, 
not  impossible  to  helicTe  that  he  may  that  they  who  degenerate  into  eommoii 
himself  have  really  got  it  up.  It  advertising  quacks,  should  still  be  al- 
proved  to  be  a  book^y^e  can  hardly  lowed  to  affix  to  their  names  titles  of 
call  it  a  mere  thesis— on  the  subject  of  the  honour !  We  have  seen  a  Fellow  of  the 
Trepan,  running  to  270  printed  pages,  in  College  of  Physicians  associating  hira- 
quartd !  This  ia  surely  a  phenomenon  self  with  St.  John  Long,  and  yet  be  re- 
in authorship :  allowing  for  the  time  of  mains  a  Fellow,  though  no  longer  sum- 
printing  and  correcting  the  press,  we  moned  to  the  College  meetings.  We 
cannot  calculate  on  less  having  here  have  seen,  and  daily  see,  the  walls 
been  written  than  thirty  quarto  pages  a  about  town  plastered  over  with  the  in- 
day  !  We  oilen  had  our  doubts  about  decent  hand-bills  of  certain  rivals  of 
Dr.  Johnson's  having  written,  as  he  said  Dr.  Eady,  who  designate  tbemaelvea 
be  did,  fortj>eight  pages  of  the  Life  of  *'  Members  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Savage  at  a  sitting ;  but  we  confess  M.  Surgeons."  Nor  is  this  disgraceful 
Velpeau's  alleged  feat  of  thirty  pages  system  by  any  means  limited  (o  those 
a  day  continuously,  for  at  least  nine  notable  instances:  we  have  reason  to 
days,  while  it  certainly  keeps  those  fear,  if  we  may  judge  fxom  some  ape- 
doubts  in  countenance,  hardly  tends  cimens  which  have  recently  been  for- 
much  to  remove  them.  M.  Yelpeau,  warded  to  us,  that  the  practice  is  much 
it  is  possible,  drew  the  skeleton  of  upon  the  increase.  Among  those  docu- 
the  work,  and  opened  the  sources  of  ments  we  find  one  in  the  shape  of  a 
compilation  to  his  assistants ;  or  at  best,  hand-bill,  bearing  the  signature,  ^  R.  S. 
perhaps,  he  dictated  the  whole  to  cer-  Richardson,  L.  S.  A.,  Member  of  the 
tain  short-hand  writers :  but  on  any  Royal  College  of  Surgeons, '  &c.  f*  in 
supposition,  th^  fact  is  a  remarkable  which  all  the  varieties  of  impudence 
one,  and  has  given  rise  to  much  con-  tod  ignorance  seem  happily  blended, 
versation  in  Paris.  It  is  scarcely  neces-  The  advertiser  professes  to  be  able  to 
sary  to  add  that  his  opponents  detected  cure  malignant  cholera,  "  having  saved 
several  errors  in  the  production ;  some  ninety-three  persons  out  of  a  hundred 
of  which  the  author  .endeavoured  to  confirmed  cases  of  the  disease !"  How 
apologize  for,  on  the  ready  plea  of  does  the  reader  imagine  this  is  to  be 
haste  and  inadvertence.  done  ?     Simply   by  taking   "  two  or 

three  doses  of  medicine,  prescribed  by  a 

*""  medical  man  skilful  in  managing  the 

MORE  QUACKERY.  disease,"— meaning,  of  course,  Mr.  R.S. 

Richardson,  L.S.A.,  and  Member  of  the 

In  the  new  order  of  things  which  we  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  ! 

are  led  to  expect  is  to  take  place  in  our  .     Again,  the  public  is  cautioned  against 

profession,  we  earnestly  hope  that  one  consultinganyof  the  older  practitioners, 

change  for    the    better  will    be,  that  *'  Many  of  the  old  surgeons  are  grossly 

whatever   body    or    bodies    are    esta-  ignorant,  so  that  their'practice  is  falling 

blished  shall  have  the  power  of  expell-  into  Hhe  hands  of  younger  and  better 

ing  from  their  halls,  and   expunging  qualified  men,"— viz.  we  presume,  into 

from  the  list  of  their  members,  all  those  those  of  R.  S.  Richardson,  L.$.A.  and 

who  have  recourse    to    unprofessional  M.R.C.S. 
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But,  then,  our  puflTer  is  a  great  phi-  College  of  Physicians,  as  it  now  exists; 

lanthropist ;  for  he  oflera  to  become  the  ^^  "^^"^i  you  entrust  to  it  that  power  if  it 

. ,     '^  ^     ,      .  .              ,  were  reformed  ?— Under  no  circumstances 

guide   of  physicians   and  surgreons^  should  I  think  it  ad?i»ble. 

who,  especially  the  former,  according  to  **  1749.  Will  you  state  why  no  such  power 

bim,  are  reir  inferior  persons ;  and,  God  ■'"^"^?  ^  entrusted,  first  to  any  particular 

^             1.           ij               .  school  of  medicine  m    London;  nor  se- 

toiows,  he  could  not    giye  a  greater  ©ondly,  to  the  CoUege  of  Physicians?— 

proof  of  bis  estimate  of  their  ignorance  I  do  not  think  any  one  medical  school  has 

than  is  contained  in  the  proposal  which  »  "»^'  ^.i?*^^*^/!?*!^:?"  -ccured  to  it 

,.  ^  ,      ^ .,              .        ,         1  above  another:  but  that  is  not  an  objec- 

immediately    foUows— viz.    that  they  tion  to  any  University,  either  King's  Col- 

should  apply    to  him   for  instruction!  Isge  or  tiie  London  University,  granting 

•*As  it  might  be  a  public  benefit,  I  «rtain  degrees;   because  a  person  who 

,,,  ,,^             .    '^          ...  takes  a  degree  m  medicine,  ought,  m  my 

Bball  be  happy  to  instruct  physicians,  opinion,  previously  to  take  a  degree  in 

surgeons,  and  apothecaries.'*  arts;  and  the  want  of  this  rule  is  a  great 

As  to  the  L.S.A.,  Mr.  R.  S.Richardson  ?J?^^",'   ^  conceive,  to   some  of   the 

V          .1     ••^""»""""  Scotch  degrees.    Perhaps  it  must  be  in 

may  or  may  not  be  enUtled  to  append  such  a  place  as  King's  College  or  the 

to    his  name   these  same   letters,   the  London  University,  that  a  previous  degree 

meaning  of  which  we  profess  not  to  un-  "'"*  ^S!^?ii,"'^  ^M?J!r**J  ^""^  ^"r 

,     ^     *    -                   '^  ,               V     .  ®'**  ^^  both  of  those  wul  have  the  power  of 

deistand ;  but  we  are  quite  sure  that  it  granting  degrees  in  arts :    but  when  it 

is  very  disgraceful  to  any  College  of  comes  to  the  medical  degree,  very  likely  a 

8„r««.».  that  iU  membe™  .hould  be  SSS^iTSl^^'SrJSS: '^J^^K 

capable  of  such  quackery ;  and  we  hope  do  any  thing  that  could  give  an  undue  ad- 

to  see  so  glaring  an  abuse  speedily  re-  ▼uitage  to  the  London  University  or  to 

formed.  Kind's  College,  any  more  than  to  any  bos- 

■"""    '  **  1750.  You  think  it  would  be  expedient 

PYr»TTTflTvi?  -DDTVTTirmpa  ^^•^  there  should  be  a  general  board  in 

ISi  ACLU8iy£  PRIVILEGES.  London,  having  the  power  to  confer  medi- 

LOifDOK    rJrirsBifrr   CBiaTBR.  cal  degrees;  but  you  do  not  think  that 

board  should  be  composed  exclusively  of 

Thb  question  of  the  London  Universitr  persons  attached  to  any  particular  school 

Charter  may  be  looked  upon  as  settled,  of  medicine?— No :  and  I  think  that  those 

It  ia  satisfactory  to  us,  however,  to  have  who  go  before  a  board,  ought  not  to  have 

ascertained,  ana  may  not  be  uninterest-  been  necessarily  educated  at  a  particular 


\^^1     fi.iil  *^^«V«»~.J  ":«"  TiT*.     ^J  *ny  where  else,  for  his  examination,  if 

S^nJ   nn   L^^^^^^^  ^  he  ««  pass  it,  he  ought  to  have  hiS  m^ii- 

nions,  on  this  pomt,  w^ch  we  have  so  ^  degf^privided  he  have  taken  his  de- 

frequently  laboured  (and  we  are  happy  _e  in  aru: 

to  say,    not  laboured  in  vain)  to  in-        «  1751.  Why  do  you  think  the  power  of 

ciilcate.    We  subjoin  an  extract,  m  illus-  conferring  medical  degrees  should  not  be 

tration,  from  vested  in  the  College  of  Physicians?—! 

_       _„.         ,»,.,  .-  ,  think  the  College  of  Physicians,  while  it 

ihr.    EUtotsan's    Evidence    before    the  exists,  ought  to  be  above  aU  bodies  that 

Parliamentary  Committee.  grant  degrees ;  that  it  ought  to  be  able  to 

**  1745.  What  opinion  do  yon  entertain  of  stop  any  one  that  has  passed  any  other 

the  expediency  of  allowing  any  particular  place,  without  deserving  it.    At  all  uni. 

school  of  meoicine  in  the  metropolis  to  yersities  there  are  men  who  get  through 

have  the  power  of  conferring  medical  de-  wid   obtain   desrrees,   without   deserving 

grees  ?--I  should  think  it  very  objection,  them ;  this  will  happen,  and  the  use  of  the 

able  to  give  to  any  one  particular  school  a  College  of  Physicians  is  to  check  the  uni- 

monopofy.  yersities,  to  exsmine  men  a  second  time, 

**  1746.  Either  to  the  King's  CoUm,  or  ftnd  to  make  their  qualifications  certain, 

to  the  London  University  ?— Certainfy.  I  believe  that  in  many  countries,  the  stii. 

"  1747.  Do  you  think  that  this  power  dents  first  of  all  take  their  degrees  in  the 

should  be  vested  in  the  Collie  of  Phy-  respective  universities,   but,  before  they 

sicians  ?->  Certainly  not  practise,  are  obliged  to  present  themselves 

*'  1748.  Do  you  confine  that  answer  to  the  to  a  supreme  boay,  for  a  second  examina- 
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lion  :  and  that,  I  conoeiTe,  is  the  purpose  bet^ ;  which,  I  am  told,  may  be  pnMmrcd 

of  the  College  of  Physicians.  by  a  fHend  who  is  tiarelling  that  way ;  aa 

**  1752.  Suppose  a  degree  given  at  the  tney  might  formerly  be  obtained  from  oer- 
College  did  not  necessarily  imply  a  license  tain  universities  in  Scotland, 
to  practise  ? — Then  the  College  would  be  '*  I7d9.  Ought  the  licence  of  the  Col- 
acting  in  two  capacities,  giving  degrees  lege  to  be  merely  a  title  of  honour,  and 
like  the  universities,  and  re-examining  certificate  to  the  world  that  the  jVJty 
men  who  had  already  obtained  degrees  in  licensed  has  really  received  a  oompeteBt 
universities.  But  I  think  the  use  of  the  medical  education ;  or  ought  it  to  convey 
College  of  Physicians  is  to  give  a  license  to  its  posse.«»or8  an  exelusire  title  to 
to  practise,  the  man  having  previously  ob-  practise  as  physicians  within  the  precinct 
tained  a  degree  somewhere  else.  of  London ;  which  title  those  who  practise 

**  1753.  May  not  a  good  medical  ednca-  within  that  precinct  should  be  required  to 

tion  be  had  in  I^ndon  ?— Certainly.  possess,  and  which  all  that  do  not  possess 

''1754.  Isitnotan  inconvenience,  that  a  should  be  excluded  from  so  practising? 

medical  student  should  be  compelled  to  go  — I  think  there  should  be  a  licence  from 

to  a  distant  university,  merely  to  comfuy  the  College  of  Physicians,  or  from  some 

with  the  form  of  obtaining  a  degree  ? —  supreme   body.     I   think  there  ought  to 

So  much  so,  that  I  hope  London  will  have  be  a  body  or  bodies  to  license  all  prac. 

the  power  of  granting  degrees,  to  save  them  titioners. 

that  journey.  "  1760.  That  none  should  be  allowed 

^  1755.  If  the  College  of  Physicians  had  to  practise  within  the  precinct  of  London 

the  power  of  granting,  as  well  medical  de-  as  physicians  bat  those  who  possess  a  cer- 

grees  as  licenses  to  practise,  might  it  not  be  tificate  from  the  bodv  appointed  to  grant 

subject  to  the  imputation,  in  granting  li>  certificates? — I  think  so,  because  persons 

censes,  of  finvooring  its  own  graduates  ? —  will  employ  the  most  ignorant.    A  man 

There  would  be  that  objection,    and  I  who  is  very  ignorant  may  obtain  a  large 

think  it  ought  to  examine  none  but  gra-  practice, 

duates  from  other  places.  «  1761.   Has  it  been  found  practicable 

**  1756.  Are  you  decidedly  of  opinion,  to  exclude  irregular  practitioners  from 
that  the  College  of  Physicians,  before  ^v-  practising  ?— It  is  not  done, 
ing  a  license  to  practise,  should  subject  *'  1762.  Considering  the  number  of  qoa- 
those  who  come  before  it  to  examination  ?  lifications  which  entitle  persons  to  practise 
— I  think  so,  because,  when  I  was  censor,  physic,  either  as  surgeons,  apothecaries,  or 
I  saw  men  of  different  universities,  who  even  druggists,  where  is  the  utility  of  ex- 
had  satisfied  the  professors  of  those  uni-  eluding  from  medical  practice  those  ph  j. 
versities,  pass  in  very  different  ways,  and  sicians  who  have  not  received  a  licence 
some  not  at  all.  from  the  College  ? — Certainly  it  is  infi> 

"  1757.   What  means  should  the  Col-  nitely  more  injurious  to  exclude  a  phy- 

lege  take  to  satisfy  itself,  that  those  who  sician  who  has  not  a  licence,  if  ignorant 

come  before  it,  not  only  have  received  a  persons  are  allowed  to  practise. 

J^ood  medical  education,  but  also  that  pre-  ^  1763.    If  he  is  refused  a  licence  from 

iminary  education,  which  you  have  stated  the  College,  may  he  not  practise  physic 

you    think    desimble? — It  must  have  a  under  another  title?— Yes,  he  may  prac- 

Knowledge  of  all  that  is  going  on  in  the  tise  as  a  physician.    He  has  only  to  say 

universities  from  which  men  come,  and, in  that  he  is  an  acconcheur.physician,  and 

some  cases,   it  may  be    contented  with  he  is  not  touched.    Of  course  I  think  it 

knowing,  that  in  universities  from  which  very  ridiculous  for  a  physician,  who  has 

a  man  comes  there  are  excellent  regula-  not  the  licence  of  the  College,  but  who  is 

tions  and  strict  discipline;  and  in  other  a  well-informed  man,    to  be   prohibited 

cases,  where  a  man  comes  from  a  univer-  from  practice ;   when  a  set  of  ignorant 

sity  which  they  have  not  reason  to  think  people  are  allowed  to  practise  to  the  right 

so    highly  of,   they  might   subject   him  and  left,  people  who  have  never  been  edu- 

to  a  scientific  and  literary  examination ;  cated  at  all ;  and  I  think  it  is  a  great  pity 

they  might  have  the  option  of  doing  it  that  this  is  not  altered, 

always.  «'  1764.  Therefore,  if  any  punishment 

*'  1758.  Does  not  this  difiiculty  now  at-  attached  to  a  physician  practising  without 

tend  any  university,  in  endeavouring  to  a  licence,  do  you  think  the  punishment 

enforce  by  examination  a  superior  course,  should  attach,  not  to  his  practice  in  physic, 

either  of  preliminary,  or  of  strictly  medi-  but  to  his  false  assumption  of  the  title  of 

cal  study;  that  there  are  other  univer.  physician? — I   think  an    ignorant    man 

sities  that  will  confer  degrees  to  those  less  ought  to  be  punished  for  attempting  to 

qualified,  and  therefore  at  a  cheaper  rate  practise  what  he  does  not  understand, 

to  students?— Certainly.      At  this    mo-  '<  1765.    Supposing  that,   besides  sur- 

ment,  I  believe,  that  England  is  becom*  geons  and  apothecaries,  druggists  are  able, 

ing  inundated  with  degrees  from  HeideL  without  subjecting  themselra  to  punish- 
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ment,  to  practiie  physic;  what  is  the  Remabks. — It  does  not  seem  to  me 
use  of  ponishing  a  man  for  practising  clear  that  the  abscess  in  this  case  de- 
physic,  who  has  the  knowledge  requisite  pended  upon  disease  of  the  yertebra;  for, 
for  a  physician,  thongh  not  the  licence  of  although  it  is  true  that  spinal  disease  had 
the  College  ? — It  shows  that  the  whole  existed,  yet  it  did  not  appear  to  be  going 
system  wants  reform."  on  at  the  time  he  was  under  my  care. 

The  pus  being  propelled   with  violence 

•-^—^                      _— .^      ,      -  upon  coughing,  shows  that  it  was  deeply 

81TB&ICAL  REPOBTS  f'^J"^ '  "?  JV??^^"  "^SfT^  "J"''} 

induce  a  belief  that  it  depended  upon  dead 

F1IOM  TBB  bone;  yet  deep-seated  abscesses  form  occa- 

LONDON    DISPENSARY.  sionaily  in  this  situation,  without  any  con- 
nexion with  the  vertebra, — a  case  of  which 

Br  R.  R.  Robinson,  Esq.  I  shall  presently  relate,^and  pus,  when 

Sargeoo  to  that  In.tltutlon.  l?"?  confined,  is  frequently  offensive :  that 

_____  therefore,     does     not    necessanly    imply 

that  diseased  bone  must  have  been  its 
Casb  IV.— Cunwftere  vf  tju  Spine^Lumbar  cause.  Had  so  large  an  abscess  been  the 
Abteeu—Pomgo  Sceutellata.  consequence  of  disease  of  the  spine,  f 
RicRABDTicHOBE,aBt.  5,  admitted  Febm-  think  the  little  patient  would  not  have 
aiy  Sd,  was  seized  with  fe?er,  said  to  have  recovered  so  rapidly  as  he  did.  I  am 
been  of  the  typhoid  character,  three  therefore  more  disposed  to  look  upon  it  as 
months  ago.  A  stout  healthy  child  pre-  an  abscess  —  thesequelaof  the  fever,  from 
viously.  Ai)ont  three  weeks  ago,  a  swelling  which  he  is  said  to  have  suffered;  a  se- 
was  perceived  over  the  lumbar  region  and  quela  which,  in  scrofulous  subjects,  the 
inferior  ribs  laterally,  on  the  right  side,  surgeon  has  frequently  an  opportunity  of 
which  increased.  There  is  now  a  conside-  witnessing, 
rable  abscess  in  that  situation ;  the  inte- 
guments are  very  thin  and  inflamed;  the  Case  V. — Lumbar  Abicat'^Slight  eurvatwr§ 
child  is  worn  to  a  skeleton;  all  its  bones  rf  ths  Spine — Recovery. 
prominent ;  great  depression  of  the  sys-  james  Castle,  »t  eleven  and  a  half  years, 
tem;  restless  nights;  some  cough.  admitted  March  22d,  of  strumous  make; 

Inf.  Gent.  Co.  Jiss. ;  Liq.  Potass.  tt|,T.  has  a  slight  lateral  curvature  towards  the 

ter  die.  lower  part  of  the  spine.    About  seventeen 

February  4th.— Abscess  broke  this  mom-  "^^^^  ^o  he  was  noticed  to  drag  his  right 

ing,  and  upwards  of  a  quart  (it  is  said)  of  !«»  after  him  in  talking,  which  was  ^oon 

offensive  yellow  pus  was  discharged ;  some  foliowed  by  pain  in  the  loins,  and  inability 

still  oozes,  and  is  propelled  out  with  much  *<>  ™o^e »  to  this  succeeded  a  distinct  ab- 

force  upon  coughing.  scess  over  the  left  psoas  muscle,  which 

7th.— Consickrably  more  li?ely;  appeUte  broke  about  the  5th  of  January,  and  dis- 

veiy  good  since  the  abscess  has  broken ;  it  charged  a  considerable  quantity  ^*LP^'' 

was  lost  before;  skin  considerably  contract-  which  it  has  since  continued  to  do.  There 

ed,  and  much  less  inflamed ;  pus  small  in  ^"  ^^^  ^  triangular  opening  of  rather 

quantity,    and    healthy  ;    spine    slightly  J««K«  size  in  the  oentre  of  the  left  psoas 

curved  posteriorly ;  pain  appears  to  be  region,  which  copiously  discharges  a  thick 

produced  by  pressure  on  the  spinous  pro-  yellow  pus,  which  comes  more  freely  when 

cesses. Pentet  pressure  is  made  below.    There  is  also  a 

25th.  —  Improved    greatly;    dischaige  redness  over  the  whole  left  buttock,  which 

much  diminished.    He  walked  about,  but  extends  down  the  back  of  the  thigh  to  the 

has  had  more  pain  in  the  tumor  and  spine  ^^m  :  the  skin  is  so  tender  here  that  the 

the  last  few  days,  and  more  discharge,  least  touch  makes  him    scream    loudly, 

which  appears  to  come  upon  pressure  fVom  Has   lost   flesh    greatly;    appetite   bad; 

the  sacro.iiiao  region;  discharge  in  ap-  bowels  open;    tongue  clean   and  moist; 

pearance  healthy,  but  very  offensive.  nocturnal   sweats  ;   pulse    smaU,    quick ; 

March  4th.— Stronger ;  walks  well ;  less  »<ii  ^^' 

pain  in  the  back.    Porrigo  scentellata  of  P.  P.  g.  xv.  Dec.  Cinch,  c.  Acid.  Sulph. 

the  scalp,  with  abscess  of  the  glands  be-  Dil.  m.  x.  ter  die ;  Cat.  Lini. 

materially  improT^;  porrigo  entiiel,  dit-  It^iT^'"*!!""*  I^S'^Jll!^''"  w' 

.ppe««lIatLdencV?:atfpecia.  ^i^JrwlJ"!  "r''tiS.r':r;a 

Ung.  Hydr.  Nitr.  Dilut.  and  discharged  Jiv.  of  green  offensive  pus, 

30th.— Cuzed.  tinged  with  blood.-— Pentet. 
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SStb.^Miich  easier;  discharge  copious  eommune  and  iliac  fascia.    Much  aemni 

throughout  the  day  of  the  operation ;  ?ery  in  the  spinal  canal,  and  ramollisaeiDeiit  of 

little  from  either  orifice  since ;  can  bear  the  medulla  spinalis, 

the  skin  pressed.— Perstet  REMARas.-The  dependence  of  the  ab- 

May  6th.-- Wounds  healed  pp  m  a  fow  ^^^             ^^^^  J  ^^e  Yertebm   was 

davs;     constitutional    imtation    q^"^  ^ery  obTious.     Inflammation  appean  to 

subsided ;  pain  entirely  left.    He  has  been  j^^/^  commenced  in  the  body  of  the  bone. 


able  to  sit  up  the  last  three  weeks:  the  Cueing  purulent  infiltration,  then  .- 

muscles  wre  recoFcrmg  their  power,  lost  by  ^^^  ^^^^    ^^  ultimately  absorption 

long  confinement;  he  has  some  motion  m  ^^              ^^  ^^  ^^^  osseous  texture;  «»d 

the  nght  hip,  and  is  able  to  move  about  on  extSision  of  the  disease  to  the  spinal  mar. 

crutcnes.                    .     ,  ^        .1^         *i  row  and  its  membranes.   As,  in  addition  to 

June  lst--IIas  gained  strength  greatly ;  the  extensile  disease  of  the  spine,  there  were 

can  draw  the  nght  leg  up«isily;  walks  t„,^„ular  disease  of  the  fungs,  pleurisy, 

witiiout  crutches.    Duchaiged  cured.  peritonitis,  and  hooping  cooffS,  it  was  im- 

RBMARX8.-Intiuscase  the  dependence  possible    for   remedies   to  haye  been  of 

of  the  abscess  upon  disease  of  the  spine  is  niucn  use. 

to  be  inferred  f«Mn  tiie  boy  complaining  ^asb  VII. -A  as  Ahu^.  v:hh  Scr^fuUna 

of  pun  in  tiie  back ;  from  his  being  ob-  i^n^rnatum  of  many    ^ertehr^r^ruiuU 

^^^  ^  ^"''  ^.^"^'  "^^  ^T  ^'^  "*"  •«  ^'^'^  'We  of  the  Spine^Tuberde^  m  thB 

timately  becoming  incapable  of  moving.  Lunes  hie 

Hi.  perfect  reeoTery  i.  yeiy  ^tirfkctor,.  ^^  «  'st^^i^,  „t.  54.  .dmitted  No- 

Case  Vl.-Comi  rf  th,  Umhar  VtrUbn-  Tember  28d;  a  stnimou*  child ;  aMomoi 

Pwa»4b,cm-Pirtuwt-Intr<m,ieeptk,n$-  'V8«i   »  •»»?  *"»«   ^"''J"**   to  Uioranc 

jjfgfl,^  disease.     A  tomor  was  perceiTed   three 

__     '      _n.                 .    <!t       J    ■>.  J  weeks  ago  over  the  lumbar  muscles,  to  the 

TTiomas  Thuiman,   «9t.   6J,   admitt^  J^^^  „,  f^     i„g    ^^^^  ^j,ipi,  y,^  ^^^^^^ 

S»th   of  No»emhar}   a   strumous  chdd,  hw  been  mor^  unwilling  to  move,  thoojch 

ailing    from    birA  ;   backward   on    his  fo,  ^^^  ^^^       j  ^  ^ »  U„^  'i„  ^^ 

legs :  ha.  frequendy  tapped  in  walking  ■       ^j  j^^  i^„ extiemiuShare  much 

for  the  last  two  or  three  years ;  cough.  f^Q'^^  ^ 

oceanonaUy ;  a  .welUng  perceired  in  the  o„  j^"     ^      j       ^^^  j,  ,  ^„^. 

lower   part  of  the  back  twelve  month,  j^^ye  posterior  cirvature  in  the  sitna. 

ago.    thew  is  a  considerable  postwior  ^^  ^  ^  ^^^  ^  ^^  „          j„,^ 

cnrvatuw   in    the  lumbar  repon,  where  ^rtebras;  pressure  at  this  pit  doe.  not 

^"f!?"    PW*»<*».R*«'      Much   ema-  ^^  '^^      Junior  is  Cud,  thoogh 

ciated  and  exhausted;  waroely  aWe  to  JiofterthaSitwas;  the  .kin  covering  it  i. 

move  the  lower  extoemiUe.,  which  we  ^d,  and  ha.  i  diipodtion  to  potot  at 

even  more  Oian  oUiw  part,  emaciated.  „„/  ^^.  ^  j^^j  i„Sodueed  h^  gave 

He  was  wized  wiUi  hooping-cough  and  exit  tTsiij.  of  good  pus,  with  Mmebfeod. 

fever,  from  which,  twether  with  exhan^  ^he  matter  appeared  to  come  chiety  from 

tion,  he  died  six  weeks  after  admission.  ^^^^^^  theTosterior  Mcro.iliac  ^icula. 

Among  the  means  employed  were  pur-  y„„  „^^  ^''^^^   ,^  ,„b«quenUy  left, 

gauves,  .teel,  «ilines,  and  tartanzed  anti-  jhe  ilps  of  the  woind  were  d^ ;  ^igbt 

"  D^Z^A  few  tubercle,  in  the  upper  f"«""7-iSI'£!i^  ^'i^  "  "VH^ 

^uKciwn.    n  ««;«« i.uvcivi«i  lu  i««  uypv^i  ^^^  powdcr  ordcrcd  every  other  mominir. 

part  of  the  lungs;  risjht  pleura  pulmonalis  November  aStiu-Tumor   much  dSi. 

^™"{^f"S^*''    •    "'^•Jy"?*T^'^  »«l^d;    no  pain,   but    littie  dischaige; 

attached  to  tile  antenor  abdominal  pa-  ^kin  not  inflamed!    Contrary  to  stricter! 

netes  by  lone,  old  membranous  adhesions;  ^        ^y^^  ^^jj ^  ^^  ^^  ^1^^^  ^  ^^^ 

numerous    slight    introsusceptions    were  ^^^  ^^^  ^^    ^^  ,j„^  l^„  ^^  ^„ 

met  witii,app«rentiy  produced  in  tiie  art  j,  feverish.    Pulse  quick ;  tongue  white ; 

of  dying,  as  the  gut  was  healthy,  and  bowels  well  opened  ;motiins  knotty,  barf, 

there  were   no  preternatural  adhesions;  ^j^,^            x-       >                       j>        t 

mesenteric  glands  healthy;  the  third  lum-  '                           «•       o  i»       a 

bar  vertebra  much  diseased,  its  body  al-  ^'  ^'  J-  »•  ««P-5  ""*•  ^alin.  Ant 

most,  entirely  absorbed,  and  converted  into  ^^  "*^' 

a  kind  of  cyst,  containing  a  few  ossific  28tii. — Ofiensive  discharge  from  abscess; 

spicula  and  much  blood ;  tbe  ligamentum  orifice    sloughy  ;    fever    much    subsided ; 

commune  anticnm  considerablv  thickened,  skin  yesterday  covered  with  a  rash  much 

Behind  the  peritoneum  was  a  large  cavity,  resembling  measles,  which  she  has  had; 

containing  tnickened  caseousmatter, which  free  from  it  to-day.    Tongue  much  coated ; 

at  parts  nad  a  purulent  appearance :  this  bowels  open, 

cavity  was  bounded  by  the  ligamentum  Perstet  Cat  Panis. 
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December  3(1. — Seemed   better  yester-  confined;  pui^gatiFes  and  enemata  were 

day ;  was  more  lively;  had  but  little  pain;  used,  after  which  profuse  diarrhoea  came 

towards  e?eninf;  was  seized  with  an  epi-  on,  which  was  not  controlled  by  the  means 

leptic  fit,  and  died  early  this  morning.  employed.    He  became  reduced  to  a  ske- 

i)uMr({Vm.— Right  lung  firmly  adherent  leton,  and  had  all  the  symptoms  of  hectic, 

to  the  spine.     Both  lungs  inflamed   at  Dinectton.  —  Thoracic   Tisoera  healthy; 

parts ;  a  few  tubercles  scattered  through  stomach  and  small  intestines  free  from  dis- 

them.     Abdominal  viscera  healthy;  me-  ease;  spleen  and  pancreas  healthy^  as  was 

senteric  glands  not  much  enlarged,  and  the  anterior  surface  of  the  liver ;  behind  it 

not  unhealthy  in  structure;  kidneys  pale,  was  pretematuralW  adherent  to  the  right 

with  pink  stripes  at  parts;  some  fluid  in  kidney  and  ascending  colon,  the  mucous 

the  chest ;  the  abscess  opened  was  lined  membrane  of  which  was  of  a  deep  red  oo- 

with  a  sloughy  membrane,  and  had  a  free  lour,  and  ulcerated  in  several  places.    In 

communication  with   a   fistulous   canal,  one  spot  at  this  part  of  the  colon,  all  the 

which  ran  all  up  the  spine,  and  down-  coats  were  completely  perforated  by  a  large 

wards  towards  the  groin ;  the  ilium  not  abscess,  which  extended  from  the  two  or 

deprived  of  its  periosteum.    Ligamentum  three  last  dorsal  vertebra  to  the  trochanter 

commune  an ticnm  completely  destroyed  in  migor,  which  contained  upwards  of  a  pint 

parts,  and  full  of  holes  at  others ;   the  of  pus,  some  of  which  appeared  to  have 

bodies  of  the  dorsal  vertebraB  in  a  state  of  passed  into  the  intestine,  as  a  fsBco-pum- 

scrofulous  inflammation,  and  purulent  in*  lent  fluid    escaped  fVom  the  rectum  on 

filtration    much    softened    and    broken  pressure.    The  posterior  part  of  the  right 

down ;  the  third  dorsal  entirely  destroyed,  os  innominatum,  and  two  last  ribs,  were 

and  a  car ity  in  its  room ;  intervertebral  car-  deprived  of  their  cartilage  and  periosteum, 

tilage  unaffected;  a  slight  posterior  cur-  and  blackened;  psoae  muscles  much  de- 

vature  at  the  upper  part  of  the  dorsal  stroyed ;  bodies  and  processes  of  the  spine 

column,  and  a  double  lateral  curvature;  unii^ured;  right  kianey  harder  than  the 

a  fistulous  canal,  with  numerous  orifices  left,  apparently  in  a  state  of  hypertrophy ; 

at  different  parts  on  each  side  of  the  spine;  lymph    upon    its  external  surface.     Xt- 

the  two  sides  communicated  above  through  tached  to  the  upper  part  of  the  left  kidney 

thecavity,  in  the^laceof  the  third  dorsal  was  a  pancreatic  looking  substance,  the 

vertebra ;  the  psoas  muscles  in  a  sloughy  altered  remains  of  the  renal  capsule.    Mu- 

state ;  medulla  spinalis  soft;  some  fluid  in  cous  membrane  of  the  rectum  very  vascu- 

the  theca  vertebrelis.  lar,  and  some  way  prolapsed. 

REMAaas.— Here  we  have  the   same  RBMARK6.~We  have  here  an  instance 

disease  pervading  many  vertebre,   with  of  a  large  abscess  forming  in  the  loins, and 

DameroQs  fistulsB   on  each   side  of  the  bursting  into  the  colon  without  any  appa- 

spincL    The  child  might  probably  have  rent  cause,  and  in  spite  of  active  antiphlo- 

lived  longer,  had  it  not  been  for  the  super-  gistic  means.    The  vertebrae  were  not  af- 

vention  of  irritation  firom  the  rash,  and  fected  here ;  and  the  carious  state  of  the 

the  imprudence  of  the  parents  in  allowing  ribs  and  posterior  part  of  the  spine  was 

it  to  walk  about,  which  was  productive  of  subsequent,  I  apprehend,  to  the  formation 

inflammation  throughout  the  cyst :  it  is  of  pus.    The  inflammation  and  ulceration 

plain,  however,  fh>m  such  extensive  disease  of  the  mucous  membrane,  as  well  as  the 

the  child  could  neVer  have  recovered.  diarrhcea,  were  attributable  to  the  irrita- 

The  immediate  cause  of  death  appears  tion  of  the  purulent  matter  that  passed 

to  have  been  an  epileptic  attack,  owing  to  into  the  bowel.     The  prolapsus  of  the 

the  extension  of  tbe  inflammation  to  the  rectum  was  also  partly  owing  to  the  same 

spine  and  its  membranes  producing  serous  cause,  and  partly  to  the  exhausted  condi- 

enoiion  and  ramoUissement.  tion  of  the  patient 


Case  VIII.— Pfooi  Ahtcui  burtting  into  tht 
tttemding  Colon  ^Protapna  ReetL 

Henry  Stone,  s?t.  34,  was  admitted  un- 
der  Dr.  A.  Frampton,  on  the  13th  Novem- 
ber,  in  the  last  stage  of  debility,  and  died 
the  next  day.  He  was  a  waiter  at  a  ta- 
vern ;  a  free  liver;  received  a  blow  on  the 
back  fifteen  years  ago;  was  stout  and 
healthy  till  ten  weeks  since,  when  he  was 
seized  with  pain  in  the  lumbar  region, 
and  dyspnoea,  for  which  he  was  twice 
largely  bled,  and  leeched  on  the  loins.  For 
the  first  week  the  bowels  were  obstinately 


Case  IX. — Ptoat  Abieeu  opening  into  the 
Colon,  and  alto  outwardly '^Artificial  iinuj— 
Ureter  perforated  (?) 

Frederick  Whindam,  a?t  8i,  admitted 
February  1&  Was  a  stout  healthy  boy 
before  Christmas.  On  the  day  alter 
Christmas  day'be  went  to  a  show,  and  was 
very  much  soueezed.  Six  weekii  ago  he 
had  pain  in  toe  loins,  and  fulness  on  the 
right  side  of  the  back,  where  he  was  re- 
peatedly leeched,  but  without  benefit ;  for 
the  pain  increased,  and  extended  to  the 
abdomen.     Very  much  reduced;  sacrum 
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nearly  through  the  skin,  from  the  pressure  can  elevate,  extend,  but  not  rotate  out- 

of  lying  on  his  back.     On  the  evening  of  wards. 

the   16th,  the    integuments  midway  be-  9th.^Pu8  and  faeces  continue  to  he  dis> 

tween  the  spine  of  the  ilium  and  last  rib  charged  from  the  wound ;  he  is  very  tender 

on  the  right  side  gave  way,  and  half  a  pint  over  the  left  hip.    A  probe  passed  into  the 

of  icetid  pus  immediately  escaped.    The  wound  proceeded  in  a  straight  direction 

same  night  faecal  matter  came  from  the  inwards  three-fourths  of  its  length,    but 

same  place  so  copiously  as  to  soak   his  would  not  pass  at  all  laterally;  it  was 

shirt  as  far  as  the  axilla.    Much  pus  and  tinged  of  a  deep  brown  colour, 

faecal  matter  came  from  the  wound  yester-  25th.— Easier;  stronger.    On  the  2Ut 

day  and  to-day ;  fseces  have  passed  also  per  instant,  two  days  within  the  fortnight,  be 

anum.      Debility  very  great ;  hectic.  had  a  desire  to  pass  urine,  but  it  was  inef- 

Cat  panis ;  Pulv.  Dov.  gr.  v.  o.  n.    Dec.  Actual.    After  this,  the  same  copious  di». 

Cinch,  c.  Sod»  Subcarb.  ter  die.  charge  of  fluid  above  described  took  {ilace 

from  the  wound.    Motion  now  oomes  re. 
Feb.  25th. — There  was  a  copious  dis-  gularly  from  the  wound  daily,  between 
charge  of  pus  and  faecal  matter  from  the  five  and  six  p.m.;  he  first  passes  a  little  by 
wound  until  the  23d  instant,  when  the  the  bowel,  and  then  a  large  quantity  by 
wound  closed,   and  kept  so  throughout  the  wound.     A  small  orifice  broke  the  day 
yesterday,  when  he  discharged  two  copious  before  yesteiday,    below  the    old    place, 
motions  per  anum.    Much  tenderness  in  which  discharges  a  watery  pus. 
the    abdomen    and  sacral  region;   upon  30th.  —  Small    orifices    are   bivakimr 
pressure  faeces  and  pus  come  from  the  around  the  old  wound;  portions  of  nnts 
wound.  lettuces,  and  other  substances,  eaten  con- 
March  nth.— No  motion  passed  from  trary  to  orders,  visible  in  the  faces  dis- 
the  wound  since  28th  ultimo,  which  ap-  charged  from  the  wound, 
pears    quite  healed    up.      Bowels    open  rr    t  j« 
daily;  motions  day-coloured,  and  parti-  Tr.  lodinae  it|,ij.  ter  die. 
cularly  offensive ;  less  tenderness  on  pres-  ja„e  20th.— Iodine  made  him  sick,  and 
sure;  copious  nocturnal  perSpiraUon.  ^^  discontinued.      There   are  now  ^re 
01.  Ridni.  strumous  fungous  openings,  through  all  of 
14th.— Orifice  opened  again  yesterday,  which  faeces  and  air  pass;  and  yesterday 
and  has  dischaiged  pus,  and  some  faeces  *"e  watery  discharge,  as  before.    At  times 
since.  ^^  colon  becomes  painful  and  distended 
April  4th.— Orifice  closed  to-day;  has  ^J  ^^  and  f»ccs,  which  subsides  upon  the 
freely  discharged  till  then  faeces  and  mat-  f»oes  passing  by  the  wound,  which  they 
ter;  more  hectic.  ^*ow  do,  at  irregular  intervals.      Weaker 

Decoct  Cinch,  c.  Add.  Sulph.  D.  Wix.  S*^  feverish ;  has  taken  with  some  benefit 

ter  die            v.  «v  «.  »j    i  «.  a^.  u^^,  ^y^^  effervescing  mixture,  with  gentian. 

July  22d.— Faces  and  pus  continuing 

8th. — No  motion  by  wound  since  .the  to  discharge  from  the  wounds,  slight  pres- 

4th ;  motions  per  anum  regularly ;  wound  sure  was  tried ;  but  it  produced  so  much 

closed  till  yesterday,  since  when  it  has  dis-  pain  and  restlessness,  that  it  was  necessary 

charged  a  little  matter.    Much  pain  about  to  discontinue  it,  and  immediate  relief  fol- 

the  sacrum ;  still  hectic,  but  stronger.  lowed. 

May  2d. — Weaker;  copious  discharge  of  Sept.  9th.— Certainly  stronger;  copious 

faeces  from  the  wound,  and  a  large  quan-  faecal  discharge  from  the  wound;  is  sitting 

tity  of  fluid  like  urine,  but  devoid  of  uri-  outside  the  door. 

nous  smell.    His  mother  has  noticed  this  29th. — Much  stronger^and  more  healthy 

copious  flow  of  fluid  three  times,  at  the  in  appearance.      Less  discharge  of  pus ; 

exact  interval  of  a  fortnight    He  is  in  but  little  faeces  by  the  wound,   a  great 

great    pain   just    previous   to  this ;    the  deal  by  the  anus. 

wound,  which  is  generally  closed,  opens,  Oct  24th. — Much  stronger;  has  been 

discharges  a  little  matter,  then  motion,  allowed  to  run  about  too  much.     Wound 

and    then    a   large    gush    of  this  fluid,  closed  entirely  about  three  weeks  ago,  and 

Throughout  the  day  that  this  passes  no  faeces  passed  entirely  by  the  rectum.    It 

urine  is  voided  by  the  urethra,  though  at  continued    closed    a    fortnight ;    it    then 

other  times  he  micturates  copiously  night  opened,  and  discharged  fsBces  for  a  week, 

and  morning.    During  the  time  that  this  but  for  the  last  three  days  only  a  little  pus : 

gathering  takes  place,  which  used  to  oc-  there  is  a  little  fulness  and   tenderness 

cupy  twenty-four,  and  now  only  twelve  about  the  wound,  and  occasional  gushes  of 

hours,  he  is  sick,  in  great  pain,  and  fever,  water. 

ish ;  but  these  symptoms  all  subside  upon  Nov.  1 1th. — Called  at  the  Dispensary  to- 

the  expulsion  of  this  fluid  from  the  wound,  day ;  wounds  quite  healed;  feels  well. 

Much  pain  around  the  right  hip,  which  he  Dec   12th. —Much   stronger  $   general 
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health  reir  good.   Wounds  now  all  healed,  ing),  '<  I  haye  sot  a  tin  tumbler  np  in  my 

though  tney  frequently  break  out,   dis-  b<^y !  and  I  wish  you  to  keep  the  ciFcum* 

chaise  a  little  pus  and  fteces,  and  now  and  stance  as  private  as  possible,  as  people 

then  the  same  watery  fluid.  will  laugh  at  me."    I  immediately  in- 

_                   »,,.    .           .               ,,  quired  how  he  could  possibly  get  it  there, 

REMARa8.-This  IS  a  cunous,  not  I  be-  ^nd  how  long  it  had  been  there.    He  sim- 

heve  very  common,  but  certainly  a  very  in-  ply  stated  tiat  it  had  been  in  his  bowels 

teresting  case,  as  it  shews  how  great  some-  about  thirty  hours ;  that  he  had  had  a  pro. 

times  are  the  natural  powers,  especially  m  japsus  of  the  rectum,  (an    affection    to 

children,  m  overeommg  very  serious  mis-  ^fcich  he  had  been  subject,)  for  which  I 

chief.    I  saw  this  boy  a  short  Ume  since  had  treated  him  in  1829,  but  he  had  not 

playing  with  as  much  activity  as  other  been  troubled  with  it  since,  till  the  present 

boys,    in    apparent    health    and    spirits,  time,  when,  owing  to  unusual  dilatation  of 

though  his  mother  infonns  me  that  occa-  the  sphincter  ani,  the  rectum  had  descend, 

sionally  some  of  the  onflces  open  and  dis-  ©d  to  a  considerable  extent,  and  having 

charge  matter,  but  that  faeces  have  not  tried  the  usual  method  of  reduction  with 

passed  froni  them  for  some  Ume.  1,1,  fingers,  &c.  ineffectually,  he  placed  a 

It  18  rather  extraordinary  that  the  ab-  large  Un  tumbler  on  the  floor  and  sat  upon 

scess  should  have  opened  into  the  bowel,  it,  thus  forcing  up  the  prolapsus.    When 

and  also  outwardly,  much  about  the  same  the  intestine  returned  to  its  proper  situa- 

time.     There  is  no  doubt  the  cause  of  this  tion,  owing  to  a  sndden  and  riolent  acUon 

abscess  was  the  injury  he  received  in  the  of  the  sphincter  and  the  sudden  and  quick 

crowd,  though  some  difference  of  opinion  contraction  of    the    parts,   the  tumbler 

may  exist  as  to  its  exact  situation.     I  paaied  up  with  the  rectum.    He  had  made 

think  myself  that  it  began  in  the  coune  of  an  ineffectual  effort  to  extract  it  with  his 

the  psoas  muscle,  and  then  extended  to-  fingers ;  he  then  had  recourse  to  a  pair  of 

wards  the  lateral  parts  of  the  abdomen,  shoemaker's  forceps.     With  these  he  had 

There  does  not  seem  any  reason  to  suspect  considerably  broken  and  flattened  the  edge 

dis(^  of  the  spine  here.  of  the  base,  or  rim,  of  the  tumbler,  and 

One  of  the  most  cunous  features  m  the  forced  it  beyond  the  rectum,  into  the  colon, 

case  is  the  sudden  dischaige  of    watery  This  was  tihe  situation  in  ifrhich  I  found  it 

fluid  from  the  wound,  so  frequently  and  so  on  my  arrival. 

regularly  noticed,  which  I  can  only  ex-  After   examination,    considering  it  as 

plain  by  supposing  there  was  a  valvular  nearly  a  hopeless   case,    I    immediately 

communicaUon  with  the  bladder,  or  more  placed  him  in  a  horizontal  position,  and, 

probably  with  the  ureter  of  the  affected  passing  my  hand  and  forearm  through 

*1<1®*  the  rectum,  seized  the  substance,  and  made 

^_______________^____^_^___^,^__^,^_.^_  a  powerful  effort  to  extract  it;  but,  owing 

to  the  violent  contraction  of  the  walls  of 

EXTRAORDINARY  CASE  t^©  rectum  and  the  sphincter,  I  had  not 

o,  strength  to  accomplish  my  object.    I  then 

•  ^*v^<.,«^««„«  -rx«   *    i<.^n*^*^«T  «,,«  desisted,  and  had  recourse  to  the  blunt 

LODGMENT  OF  A  FOREIGN  SUB-  hook.     With  this  I  brought  it  down  so 

STANCE   IN  THE    LOWER  POR-  as  easily  to  distinguish  it  externally;  but, 

TION  OF  THE  COLON.  owing  to  its  flattened  state,  it  hitched  in 

.    _                         _,             »,            «,  *x  *^«  plicae  of  the  intestine.    Finding  1  had 

RBPOETEn  BY  Georgb  MoonY,  M.D.  not  strength  to  extract  it,  if  itwasprac 

ticable,    and  wanting  advice,    the  Hon. 

I  WAS  called,  on  the  5th  of  April,  1834,  to  Jos.  Kittredge    was   called.      He    made 

risit  a  man  named    Steven   Hovey,    in  another  attempt  to  extract  it  with  the 

North  Andover,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  fac-  blunt  hook,  but  did  not  succeed:  he  like- 

tones.     [  inquired  of  the  person  who  came  wise  said  he  should  like  more  counsel, 

for  me  the  nature  of  the  case.    He  could  and  the  Haverhill  physicians  were  sent  to. 

giye  me  no  further  information  than  that  Accordingly,  about  half-past  two  or  three 

the  patient  had  a  pain  in  the  abdomen,  o'clock.  Dr.  Whiting  arrived  from  Haver- 

and  complained  of  numbness  in  one  of  hill.     I  then  related  the  facts  of  the  case 

his  legs,  and  requested  me  to  make  haste,  as  they  had  come  within  my  knowledge ; 

1  hurried  as  expeditiously  as  possible  to  stated  that  I  thought  the  sphincter  ani 

the  patient's  residence,  supposing  it  to  be  might  be  divided,  and  an  incision  made 

a  case  of  common  colic.    On  my  arrival  up  the  sciatic  notch,  in  the  part  nearest 

at  the  house,  I  found  the  patient  up,  with  the  sacrum,  the  walls  of  the  rectum  di- 

his  clothes  on,  exhibiting  but  slight  marks  vided  by  a  bistoury,  and  the  levator  ani 

of  indisposition.      I  immediately   asked  cut  through,  a  speculum  ani  introduced, 

him  if  he  had  an  attack  of  colic.  He  hesi.  ,and  the  parts  dilated  so  as  possibly  to 

tated  a  moment,  and  then  said  (looking  extract  the  offending  substance.    I   thus 

round  to  see  if  any  one  was  within  hear-  stated  my  opinion,  and  submitted  myself, 
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as  the  yoongett,  to  he  gnided  by  my  elder 
associates.  Dr.  Wbitiog  was  of  opinion 
it  was  best  to  extract  it  with  several  kinds 
of  forceps,  and  accordingly  the  patient 
was  placed  again  in  a  horizontal  posi- 
tion* Another  yoonff  man  and  myself 
dilated  the  parts,  and  the  tumbler  was 
brooght  down  and  seized  with  forceps  by 
Pn.  Kittredge  and  Whiting,  and  they 
made  a  powerful  but  vain  effort  to  ex- 
tract it  It  was  then  igreed  that  Dr. 
Whiting,  he  having  the  smallest  hand, 
should  introduce  it  beyond  the  rectum, 
and  make  another  effort  to  bring  down 
the  tumbler ;  he  succeeded  in  passing  his 
hand  into  the  rectum,  but  was  unable  to 
bring  the  tumbler  away,  owing  to  its 
lodging  in  the  folds  of  the  intestines. 
The  patient  now  expressed  a  desire  to  be 
opened  through  the  walls  of  the  abdomen : 
tnis,  he  was  told,  would  produce  certain 
death.  It  was  then  proposed  to  open 
throuffh  the  levator  ani,  but  Dr.  Kittredge 
thougnt  he  might  expire  from  haemorrha^ 
from  the  hsBmorrhoidal  arteries ;  and,  as  it 
was  now  growing  dark,  the  operation  was 
abandoned. 

The  patient  lived  about  three  days  after 
this.  His  tongue  sloughed  and  turned 
black,  and  gangrene  took  place  in  the 
large  intestines.  The  tumbler  was  ex- 
tracted after  death;  it  measured  three  and 
a  half  inches  in  length,  three  and  a  half  in 
widdi  in  the  direction  of  the  flattened  part, 
two  inches  across  the  bottom,  and  would 
hold  nearly  three  gills. 

Hovey  had  been  cut  for  the  stone  in  the 
MassacbttsetU  Hospital  in  1828.  by  Dr. 
Warren.  It  seems  that  he  introduced  the 
nucleus  of  the  stone  himself  through  the 
urethra,  which  consisted  of  a  small  bean, 
when  a  boy:  it  rolled  about  in  the  bladder, 
and  this  collected  the  stone  which  was  ex- 
tracted by  Dr.  Warren  *. 

Bozford,  MaMftchttsttts, 
April  18, 1984. 


BARK  OF  THE  XANTHORHGBA. 

Tbb  following  note,  on  the  resinous  sub- 
stance contained  in  the  bark  of  the  xan- 
thorhosa,  was  famished  to  M.  De  CandoUe 
by  M.  Vignet,  of  Geneva. 

"  The  trunk  of  the  tree  sent  to  Pro- 
fessor De  CandoUe  is  remarkable,  not  olfly 
for  the  peculiar  disposition  of  its  fibres, 
but  idso  for  a  resinous  substance  which 
impregnates  the  bark,  and  fills  the  nu- 
merous fissures  which  exist  therein. 
,  This  substance  is  of  a  beautiful  reddish- 
brown,  is  semi-transparent  at  the  thin 
parts,  haa  a  brilliant  ffacture,  is  inodorous 
when  cold,  and  has  a  slightly  aromatic 
astringent  taste.     When  heated  it  melts, 

*  BMtoo  Misd.  sod  Sury.  Journal. 


and  bums  with  much  smoke  and  a  alight 
odour  of  benzoin. 

Water,  the  fixed  oils,  and  the  eesential 
oil  of  turpentine,  have  no  action  upon  it. 

Mixed  with  lime,  it  acquires  tne  pro- 
perty  of  becoming  partially  soluble  in  wa- 
ter, and  a  brilliant  yellow  precipitate  is 
obtained  by  saturating  the  lime  with 
hydro-chloric  add. 

Concentrated  nitric  acid  has  a  very  encr- 
jpetic  action  upon  this  resin,  and  conrerts 
It  partly  into  carbon,  partly  into  a  deep 
brown  substance,  soluble  in  water  and  sua- 
logons  to  artificial  tannin ;  it,  besides,  dis- 
engages a  little  benzoic  acid." 

If.  Vignet  concludes  that  this  substance 
is  dragon's  blood,  in  its  purest  state; 
which,  he  asserts,  is  less  soluble  in  oil  of 
turpentine,  as  its  purity  is  greater. — De 
CandolWt  Orgaiwgrapku  V^gHaU,  tom.  i. 
pp.  123,  134. 
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NOTICE. 

Mr.  Shepherd  is  rery  wroth  at  Mr. 
Cyros  Fay's  claim  to  the  ioFention  of  a 
certain  Kump- forceps ;  hot  till  Mr.  S.  is 
more  composed,  we  mast  decline  pnblish- 
ing  what  he  says.  Does  Mr.  Gla^ford 
Shepherd  think  that  we  would  he  indaced 
bv  the  peremptoriness  of  his  reouest  to 
give  *'  immediate  insertion"  to  his  nQ> 
mannerly  letter  ? 

W. WiLtow,  Printer,  67»  Sklnnrr*Street,  London, 
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LSCTUBE8  taneoasly;  if  an  accumulation  of  water 

take  place  in  the  abdominal  cavity,  diu- 

^^  *"*  ratios  may  cause  its  removal,  or  an  opera- 

THEORY  AND   PRACTICE   OF  tion  may  be  required.    The  purpings  pro- 

duced  by  an  irritable  state  of  the  mucous 

MIDWIFERY;  membrane,  so  freauent  as  a  consequence 

n«ii««^^  -#  ,kM  T^A^  Hj^f^i  ®f  *  copious  loss  of  blood,  may  be  relieved 

Mtvtred  at  th$  London  HotpiUU,  .     ^^J^^  opium,  rice,  and  nourishing  diet 

Br  Fbamcis  H.  Ramsbotbam,  H.D.  The  aphthous  state  of  the  mouth  accom- 

'  panving  the  purging^  will  also  often  yield 

""""  to  the  same  treatment.    Both  these  symp- 

Lectvrb  XLVin.  toms,  however,  are  most  likely  to  be  alle- 

COMPLEX  LABOURS-HJEMOR.  :^:^^t'^^^oX7^T^;rP^. 

RHAOE,  tioners  in  crowded  cities,  that  the  diarrhcea 

though  It  bad  not  given  way  in  tne  least 

Thbbb  are  many  distressing  symptoms  degree  to  the  exhibition  of  the  most  ap« 

consequent  on  the  lots  of  blood,  indepen-  proved  medicines. 

dently  of  fliinting.    Some  of  these  appear  Re-aetion  afier  flooding. — The  symptoms 

•oon,  and  are  comparatiTely  cTanescent;  which  appear  immediately  after  flooding, 

others  do  not  occur  for  some  time,  being  when  the  first  eflects  of  fainting  are  gone 

more  remote,  but  more  permanent    Of  off,  are  those  of  re- action  and  nervous  irri- 

the  latter  kind  are  cachexia,  wastings,  tability  in  an  extreme  degree.    When  the 

pQigings,  "dyspepsia,  dropsies,— especially  system  is  deprived  of  a  large  quantity  of 

an  oedematous  state  of  tne  leg^  and  feet  blood,  the  circulation  is  carried  on  m  a 

Such  affections  are  to  be  attributed  to  the  much  more  rapid  manner,  that  the  in- 

balance  of  the  drculation  being  destroved,  creased  ydocity  may  compensate  for  the 

by  the  sudden  abstraction  of  so  much  blood  diminution  in  quantity;  and  in  propor- 

tnm  the  circulating  system.  tion  as  the  quantity  is  diminished,  will 

The  loss  of  blood  will  sometimes  excite  the  velocity  be  increased, 

dormant  morbid  actions,  which  may  ter-  This  re-action  is  attended  with  fever; 

minate  in  oiganic  disease,  where  there  is  a  quick,  smaU,  sharp,  jerking,    and  wiry 

predisposition  to  its  formation.    I  have  pulse;  increased  heat  and  dryness  of  skin; 

seen  two  cases  in  which  phthisis  itself  shrivelled  features;  dryness  of  the  mouth, 

feemed  to  be  called  forth,  in  its  direst  and  aparched  and  pincned  state  of  the  lips; 

form,  as  a  consequence  of  violent  hasmor-  a  diminution  in  all  the  secretions ;  desire 

liiage,  no  symptoms  of  diseased  lung^  hav-  for  fluid,  and  dislike  to  solid  food;  into- 

ingpreviously  existed.  lerance  of  light  and  sound;  inability  to 

Tne  loss  of  tone  in  the  system  generally,  sleep,  and  most  distressing  pain  in  the 

it  best  relieved  by  sending 'the  patient  into  head.    Pidpitations  are  often  present;  so 

the  country,  to  the  sea  slab,  or  some  chaly-  also  are  puiting,  dyspncsa,  and  a  degree 

beate  spring,  enjoining  regular  hours,  re-  of  hurry  and  alarm  on  waking,  or  being 

gvlar   exerciw,  regular  nourishing  diet,  suddenly  disturbed, 

with  gentle  stimuli  and  tonic  medicines,—-  The  pain  in  the  head  is  almost  univer- 

piovided  there  be  no  local  affections,  or  sal  after  haemorrhage,  and  is  very  charac- 

any  contra-indicating  symptoms.   (Edema  teristic.    It  is  described  as  being  similar 

of  the  legs  will  most  likely  disappear  spon-  to  the  thumping  of  a  small  hammer  with- 

353.^xiv.  3  F 
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in  the  skull,  or  the  ticking  of  a  docl^ ;  canse  of  the  disagreeable  symptoms  is  re- 

sometimes,  but  .more  rarely,  it  resembles  ferable  to  the  decreased  quantity  of  blood 

the  roaring  of  the  sea,  or  singing  of  a  circulating,  and-  Hs  augmenled  velacity, 

kettle.    Every  movemeDt  of  the  head  be-  dependent  ou  the  dimlnation  in  its  qnan. 

comes  distressing;  and  if  raised  from  the  tity,  we  shall  never  be  much  at  a  loss  in 

pillow,  a  sense  of  fainting  supervenes.     I  directing  our  treatment.    Our  object  is  to 

nave  little  doubt  that  this  sensation  of  diminish  the  present  irritability ~to  alle- 

thumping  arises  from  the  coluam  of  blood  viate  the  febrile  symptoms — to  remove  the 

being  lessened  in  diameter,  and  the  arte-  distressing  headache— to  preserve  as  much 

ries  not  being  sufficiently  distended  by  as  possible  the  remaining  power— and  gra- 

their  contents.   As  these  vessels  are  highly  dually  to  add  to  the  mass  of  circulating 

elastic,  their  calibre  contracts  in  propor-  fluid. 

tion  to  the  decreased  quantity  of  blood        With  the  latter  Tiew,  nutritious  diet 

that  they  contain.    When  they  are  fully  must  be  frec^uently  exhibited :  sago,  arrow- 

filled,  and  their  coats  are  duly  distended,  root,  milk,  jelly,  and  strong  broths,  in  as 

they  propel  the  blood  onwaxd  with  but  large  a  qnaatity  as  the  stomach  will  di. 

slight  effort ;  but  when  partially  emptied,  gest.    To  diminish  the  irritability  of  the 

so  that  the  natural  and  healthy  agreement  system,  and  moderate  the  excessive  action, 

between  their  capacities  and  the  measure  saline  medicines  may  be  given,  either  in 

of  their  contents  is  disturbed,  they  are  com-  effervescence  or  not;  cold  sponging  may 

pelled  to  beat  violently,  in  order  to  carry  be  employed  to  the  hands,  arms,  and  face  ; 

on  the  circulation ;  aud  this  forcible  con-  and  opium  may  be  admini^ered  in  tolera- 

traction  propagates  an  increased  jerk  to  bly  large  doses.     Both  the  mental  and 

the  fluid.  corporeal  irritability  produced  by  a  loss  of 

Most  probably  this  state  pervades  the  blood,  is  better  alleviated  by  opium  than 
whole  body;  but  it  is  only  perceived  in  any  other  remedy.    It  is  a  maxim,  however, 
the  brain,  in  consequence  of  its  structure  in  medicine,  not  to  give  opium  when  the 
and    peculiar  sensibility.     This    beating  head  is  much  affected;   and  therefore  I 
pain  is  so  very  general,  that  we  may  often  have  not  often  exhibited  it  alone  when  this 
at  once  commend  ourselves  to  the  confi-  peculiar  headache  has  been  present;  yet  I 
dence  of  our  patient,  by  the  pertinence  of  have  found  relief  from   Dover'k  powder; 
our  questions  regarding  it.    There  is  no-  and  I  think  this  combination  the  best  form 
thing  in  the  whole  range  of  the  practice  of  in  which  it  can  be  used.    I  have  not  found 
medicine  which  attracts  the  attention  of  a  any  thing  quickly  remove  the  headache ; 
patient  so  much,  or  so  forcibly  convinces  but  I  believe,  as  fresh  blood  is  formed  by 
him  that  his  attendant  understands  the  the  assimilation  of  i^ourishmenty  all  the 
nature  of  the  disease  under  which  he  la-  symptoms  will,  in  general,  gradually  sub- 
hours,  as  an  accurate  description  of  the  side.    I  cannot  help  thinking,  indeed,  that 
painful  sensations  he  is  Fuffering.     For  if  no  medical  treatment  were  employed — 
our  own  sake,  then,  as  well  as  his,  it  is  if  nothing  were  exhibited  but  mild  nou- 
desirable  in  our  general  conduct  at  the  rishment  in  small  quantities,  at  regular 
side  of  a  sick  bed,  that  we  should  habi-  intervals,  the  symptoms  would  of  tbem- 
tuate  ourselves  not  to  hurl  a  number  of  selves  disappear;    and  I  am  peisuaded, 
random    questions   at    the   patient,    but  that  in  no  few  instances  medical  inter- 
only  to  put  such  as  apixar  pertinent  to  ference  has  been  of  decided  injury, 
the  case,  and  are  likely  at  once  to  strike        I  must  caution  you  against  using  any 
his  notice.    The  confidence  of  the  sick,  ipeans  which  are  likely  to  diminish  the 
indeed,  is  a  heavy  weapon  in  the  hands  quantity  of  blood  circulating  in  the  sys- 
of  his  physician ;    it  is  sometimes  more  tern ;  and  therefore  all  powerful  evacuant 
serviceable  than  the  whole  combined  ar-  remedies  must  be  avoided,   particularly 
mament  of  the  Materia  Medica.    These  bleeding.    Generally  nothing  can  be  more- 
observations    apply    particularly    to    the  injurious  than  the  bold  use  of  the  lancet 
case  under  consideration.     If  you  see  a  under  this  state  of  re- action,  consequent  on 
woman    blanched,    with  her    skin  of  a  the  loss  of  blood;  and  no  treatment  can  be 
waxen  paleness;  if  you  find  a  jerking,  more   unphilosophical ;    and  yet  I  have 
bounding,  haeraorrhagic  pulse,  and  learn  known  venesection  repeatedly  resorted  to. 
that  a  few  days  before  she  has  suffered  a  Taking  blood,  indeed,  will  for  a  time  al- 
large  loss  of  blood,  you  may  be  almost  as-  most  always  relieve  the  distress;  but  the 
sured  that  this  peculiar  pain  in  the  head  is  alleviation  is  merely  temporary,  it  only 
present.     The  simple  inquiry,  then,  ad-  remains  as  long  as  the  patient  continues 
dressed  to  her,  **'  Whether  she  is  not  auf.  faint ;    re-action  soon  occnrs  in  a  still 
fering  under  a  violent  beating,  like  that  of  greater  degree  than  before,  and  an  aggra- 
a  small  hammer,  within  the  skull  ?*'  will  vation  of  the  symptoms  is  the  consequence, 
often  of  itself  be  suflicient  to  iiispire  her  I  cannot  believe  the  pain  arises  from  un- 
with  confidence.  due  determination  of  blood  to  the  brain  ; 

TrMfm^if.— If  we  bear  in  mind  that  the  but  am  persuaded  it  is  produced  latlicr  by 
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tk0  TditeU  besBgr  too  empty.  For  this  rea-  system  diametricallv  opposed  to  each 
•on,  also,  I  should  aroid  leeching  and  blis*  other ;  the  one  in  which  the  cerebral  Ten- 
tering  the  head,  or  its  neighbooriiood.  If,  sela  are  inordinately  distended  with  blood  i 
indeed,  instead  of  a  pale  exsang^ined  and  the  other,  when  they  have  been  drain- 
countenance,  which-  is  almost  inTariably  ed  almost  empty,  as  in  the  case  of  exces- 
present,  there  should  be  a  turgid  and  suf-  sire  hemorrhage :  and  it  is  a  curioas  fact, 
fused  face,  indicating  an  extraordinaiy  that  the  two  perfectly  opposite  states,  viz. 
fulness  of  the  Teina  of  the  skin,  I  should  too  great  a  fiunesa  of  the  vmbcIs,  and  too 
presume  the  same  state  to  have  taken  place  great  emptiness,  will  produce  exactly  the 
within  the  brain,  and  should  then  apply  same  phenomena. 

leeches  pretty  freely,  or  use  other  means  to  It  is  almost  universally  observed,  that 

relieve  uie  surcbaned  vessels.    The  same  when  an  animal  is  bled  to  death,  the  last 

reasons  would  induce  me  to  reject  the  act  of  life  is  a  most  violent  convulsion  of 

plan  of  violent  purging.    My  lather,  in-  the  voluntary  muscles.    Andral  says, "  in 

deed,  says,  that  nothing  relieves  this  pain  an   attack  of  convulsions,   the  brain  is 

so  soon  as  copious  evacuations  f^om  the  equally  affected  by  an  over>abundant,  or 

bowels.    I  think  I  have  seen  two  or  three  too  sparing  a  flow  of  blood  to  the  head  ;*' 

instances  where  this    praetice  appeared  and  my  friend  Dr.  Abercrombie,  if  I  re- 

to  aggravate  the  symptoms.   It  iscertainly  member  rigbtly,in  his  valuable  work  on  the 

pn^^er  to  take  care  that  the  lower  part  of  Diseases  of  the  Brain,  has  made  the  same 

the   intestinal   canal   should  thoroughly  remark.     Some  pathologists,  indeed,  have 

empty  itself  daily,  but  not  to  keep  up  by  denied  the  probability  of  *'  any  state  of 

medicine  such  a  constant  irritation  on  the  things  materially  augmenting  or  diminish - 

mucous  membrane  as  will  produce  a  very  ing  Uie  actual  amount  of  fluids  within  the 

much  increased  secretion,  and  a  copious  cranium,"  in  consequence  of  the  brain  be* 

drain  from  the  svstem  generally.    A  slight  ing  perfectly  inclosed  within  a  bony  case^ 

puivative  may  be  given  every  day,  more  and  removed  from  the  influence  of  atmo- 

with  the  view  of  stimulating  the  sluggish  spheric  pressure.    I  am  inclined  to  think, 

action  of  the  intestines,  than  of  procuring  that  when  haaroorrhage  to  any  extent  takes 

a  number  of  watery  stools.  place,  the  cerebral  vessels  participate,  in  no 

Cold  app^cations  to  the  head,  and  espe-  small  denee,  in  the  general  inanition  of 
cially  ice,  will  often  relieve  the  pain  in  a  the  circulatory  system, 
great  dwree  during  the  time  thev  are  be.  I  have  already  mentioned,  that  the  oe- 
ing  used;  but  it  retume  when  they  cease  currence  of  a  convulsive  seisure,  in  a  pa- 
to  be  applied.  I  have  not  the  slightest  tient  who  has  suffewd  violent  kasmorrbage, 
objection  to  the  application  of  cold ;  it  is  to  be  r^arded  as  a  highly  dangerous, 
must  be  useful  if  it  bring  freedom  from  and  fVequently  a  mortal  symptom.  Such 
pain ;  and  it  can  produce  no  injurious  ef-  cases,  however,  are  not  to  be  looked  upon 
lects  8u]Mieauently,  as  pqwerAil  evacuants  as  true  puerperal  convulsions }  this  terra 
may  do.  We  are  mach  indebted  to  Dr.  diould  be  restricted  to  the  disease  it  he- 
Marshall  Hall  for  bia  treatise  on  the  Ef-  comes  my  duty  next  to  describe, 
fecta  of  Loss  of  Blood,  and  for  his  means  Period  at  vhich  they  occur. — The  true  puer- 
of  diagnosis  between  the  aflfections  of  the  peral  convulsions  may  occur  at  any  period 
different  viscera,  particularly  the  heart  of  ^e  latter  half  of  pregnancy,  or  in  any 
and  brain,  produced  by  excessive  deple-  stage  of  labour;  they  not  unusually  first 
tion,  and  somewhat  similar  symptoms  the  mtSie  their  attack  even  some  hours  after  the 
nsult  of  inflammatory  action.  child  is  bom,  and  the  placenta  expelled ; 

You  will  be  most  successful,  then,  by  when  the  process  is  popularly  considered 

avoiding  powerful  evacuants^  yet  re^at-  as  completed.    We  generallv  meet  with 

ing  the  boweU  daily,  by  the  exhibition  of  them,  however,  during  the  last  week  of 

saune  medicines  and  Dover's  powder,  or  utero-gestation,orthenrststa^  of  labour, 

small  doses  of  ammonia  with  hyoscyamus,  previously  to  the  entire  dilatation  of  the  os 

by  the  application  of  cold  to  the  head,  uteri.     At  other  times,  but  more  rarely, 

1^  sponging  the  face,  arms,  and  hands,  they  occur  when  the  head  is  pressing  on 

with  vinegar  or  cold  water,— provided  there  the  outlet  of  the  pelvis,  and  distending  the 

be  increased  heat  of  skin, — hy  admitting  perineum — ^when  the  uterus  has  been  act. 

fresh  air,  enjoining  perfect  quiet,  soothing  ing  excessively  strongly,  and  the  labour  is 

irritability,  soliciting  sleep,  and  bv  a  fre-  somewhat  lingering.      The  great  boidilv 

quent  and  liberal  supply  of  mild,  fluid,  exertion  consequent  on  labour  may,  in  such 

and  nutritive  food.  a  case,  have  much  influence  in  their  pro- 
duction. Occasionally,  indeed,  convulsions 

CONVULSIONS.  appear  early  in  pregnancy;  and  Perfect 

An  attack  of  puerperal  convulsions  is  gives  us  two  cases  in  which  they  attacked 

one  of  the  most  frigntful  accidents  that  2^e  patient  before  quickening. 

can  happen  to  a  patient  under  labour.  Univenal  liability  to  tAem.*-These  convul- 

A  convulsive  paroxysm  duriug  labour  sions  may  assail  women  of  all  ages,  and 

may  occur  under  two  extreme  states  of  ofallkinicU  of  constitution;  women  with 
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their  fint  child,  as  well  as  those  who  have  that  we  have  superadded  to  the  common 

borne  many;  but  they  most  frequently  ac-  apoplectic  phenomena  Tiolent  spaonodie 

company  first  labours;— and  the  kind  of  contractions;  and  this  symptom  isconse. 

patient  most  obnoxious  to  their  attack  is  qnent  upon   the   irritable  and  excitaUe 

the  stout,  florid,  robust  woman,  of  strong  state  of  the  nenrous  system  always  in  a 

muscular  fibre,  with  a  thick  set  form,  and  greater  or  less  degree  accompanying  prer- 

short  thick  neck — ^jast  such  a  person  as  nancy  and  parturition.    We  can  readily 

you  would  consider  predisposed  to  apo-  imagine  that  in  a  highly  excitable  state  oif 

plexy.    But  the  most  delicate  and  slim  nenrous  system,  any  irritation  which  the 

female  is  by  no  means  exempt  from  the  brain  might  suffer  would  be  more  likely  to 

danger  <df  -a  convulsiTe  seizure.    I  ha?e  produce  oonTubive  action  of  the  muscle* ' 

sometimes  thought  that  a  naturally  exces-  than  the  coma  attendant  on  apoplexy ; 

sive  sensitiveness  of  the  nervoqs  system  and  this  opinion  is  borne  out  by  our  obaer* 

predisposed  to  the  disease ;  and  I  have  nations  on  infante 

traced  an  attack,  more  than  once,  to  origi-  In  speaking  of  the  peculiarities  of  the 

nate  from  mental  emotion,  particularly  foetus,  I  have  already  shown  you  that  un> 

grief,  despondency,  or  other  depressing  der  infancy  the  nenrous  system  bears  a 

passions.  very  large  proportion  to  the  general  bulk 

Noaology.-^CuUen  arranges  the  disease—  of  the  body ;  and  we  may  presume  that 

convulsio,  In  (he  class  neuroMs^  order  i^Mcflni;  its  influence  on  the  body  generally  is  in 

and  d^nes  it  <'  muiculcrum  contractio  do-  proportion  to  its  development     Now,  we 

nicff,  abnormh,  citra  wporvm."    He  makes  no  see  no  such  disease  as  the  i^ioplexy  of 

species  of  puerperal  convulsions.    His  ei-  adult  age  in  an  infant ;  but  when  the 

tra  ioparem  cannot  apply  to  the  variety  brain  Is  irritated  by   pressure    or  other 

under  consideration,  because  we  shall  pre-  causes,   we   have   convulsive   paroxysms 

sently  see  that  there  is  a  state  of  sopor  excited.    I   consider,  then,  'the  case  of 

generally  present  between  the  fits  as  com.  puerperal  convulsions  to  be  exactly  aaalo- 

plete  as  that  observed  in  apoplexy.    San-  gous  to  that  of  infantile  convulsions,  and 

vages  has  placed  them  in  his  genus  Ec-  that  they  are  both  of  them  analogous  to 

lampna,    and    defined  them    Jrtuum   vel  apoplexy;    the    causes,    however,  acting 

muteutorum  plurimorum  tpasmiu  cUmieui  aeu-  upon  the  system  under  a  highly  excitable 

tuSf  cum  ientuum   ohicuration$,     Sauvages*  state.     This  view  of  the   case,  whether 

definition  embodies  its  chief  features.  correct  or  not,  is  practically  valuable,  and 

Analogy  to  apoplexy  aiid  epilepty, — Puer-  vWill  lead  to  the  most  judicious  treatment, 

peral  convulsions  are  more  allied  to  apo-  It  was  the  want  of  tracing  this  analogy 

plexy  than  any  other  disease  of  the  body,  between  the  two  cases  that  led  to  the 

inasmuch  as  they  usuidly  depend  upon  destructive  practice  until  late  yearl  so 

exactly  the  same  causes.    There  is  also  an  universally  adopted, 

analogy  in  respect  to  the  stertor  and  stupor,  Atmotpherie  influtnet, — I  have  remarked 

which  form  prominent  features  in  both  that  puerperal  eonvulsions  are  much  more 

diseases.    They  would  seem  also  to  bear  firequent  In  hot  weather  than  in  cold,  and 

some  resemblance  to  epilepsy  from  the  especially  at  times  when  the  atmosphere  is 

▼iolent  spasmodic  paroxysms  which  con>  charged  with  electricity ;  and  unoer  such 

«titnte   the  most    striking   symptom  of  a  condition  of  the  air  I  have  been  called  to 

puerperal  convulsions.    The  disease  is  un-  two  or  three  cases  in  quick^  succession, 

like  apoplexy,  however,  because  in  com-  Thus  they  are  oflener  met  with  towards 

mon  apoplexy  we  seldom  have  the  convul-  the  end  of  summer  and  in  the  autumn,  or 

•sive  fits,  and  seldom  or  never  is  permanent  in  the  spring,  when  a  few  unusually  warm 

paralysis  produced  as  a  consequence  of  days  have  suddenly  burst  upon  us. 

puerperal  convulsions.  My  father  first  called  my  attention  to 

Again,  it  is  seldom  that  In  epilepsy  the  the  fact  of  convulsions  being  more  fire- 

•convulsive  paroxysms  follow  each  other  so  quent  when  (to  use  a  common  expression) 

rapidly  as  we  otiiserve  under  an  attack  of  were  was  **  thunder  in  the  air,"  than  at 

puerperal  convulsions;  but  they  have  a  ten-  any  other  time;   and  he  has  pointedly 

iiency  to  return  at  different  periods  through-  mentioned  such  a  conviction  in  tne  second 

out  tWwhole  or  a  considerable  portion  of  part  of  his  work.     Andral  has  recently 

life.     This   latter  observation,  however,  stated  his  opinion  to  the  same  effect,  when 

does  not-apply  to  the  disease  we  are  now  speaking  of  convulsions  in  general.  **  The 

considering.  *tJpon  the  whole,  then,   it  electric^  state  of  the  air  on  the  approach 

bears  much  more  resemblance  to  apoplexy  of  a  storm  has  often  served  to  bring  on  a 

than  to  epilepsy,  because  it  is  produced  by  convulsive  fit"    And  Benman  remarks, — 

exactly  similar  causes,  (those  causes,  in-  "  It  has  been  justly  observed,  that  women 

deed,  acting  on  the  system  under  peculiar  are  far  more  liable  to  puerperal  convnl- 

circumstances),  and  is  relieved  by  exactly  sions  in  certain  years  and  seasons  than  in 

the  same  means.  others;"  and  he  then  proceeds  toenume- 

I  look  upon  a  case  of  puerperal  convul-  rate,  amonsr  other  causes,  '^the  particular 

«ion8  to  be,  in  fkct,  one  of  apoplexy,  only  influence  of  the  air."    Nor  did  thiscircnm- 
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stance  escape  the  acate  Smellie ;  for  be  I  was  called,  some  yean  ago,  by  one  of  the 

states,  that  in  the  course  of  the  year  1747  mid  wives  of  the  Royal  Maternity  Charity, 

he  attended  scTeral  patients  who  were  at-  to  the  assistance  of  a  woman  under  puer- 

tacked  near  their  full  time  with  coutuI-  P^nd    convulsions.      When    I  arrived    I 

sions ;  that  other  practitioners  also  saw  found  she  had  been  bled  largely  by  a  me- 

similar  cases  during  the  same  time,  **  so  dical  friend  living  in  the  neighbourhood* 

that  they  seem  to  have  proceeded  fVom  the  who  had  been  sent  for  on  the  instant  of 

constitution  of  the  we<«ther.''  the  attack.    The  bleeding  had  relieved  her 

Whether  this  liability,  indeed,  merely  partially,  but  it  was  thought  right  to  re- 
arises  from  women  not  being  able  to  bear  peat  it  A  third  quantity  of  blood  wa^ 
the  fatigue  of  labour  as  well  in  hot  taken  some  time  after,  with  such  a  bene- 
weather  as  in  cold,  or  from  the  blood  ficial  effect  that  the  convulsions  entirely 
being  then  more  rarified — or  whether  it  be  ceased,  and,  after  a  few  hours,  perfect 
that  such  kind  of  weather  exerts  some  consciousness  gradually  returned.  About 
specific  influence  over  the  system,  particu-  fifty  hours  alter  the  attack,  active  labour 
larly  of  puerperal  women,  which  pre-  came  on :  and  in  less  than  five  hours  more 
disposes  to  these  convulsive  attacks,—!  can-  the  child  was  bom,  dead.  The  placenta 
not  pretend  to  determine;  but  I  suspect  did  not  descend,  and  in  two  hours  after 
that  the  peculiar  effect  is  principally  to  be  the  expulsion  of  the  child  I  was  sum- 
attributed  to  the  atmosphere  being  highly  moned.  1  found  her  perfectly  conscious, 
charged  with  electric  fluid.  in  good  spirits,  and  she  made  no  com- 

Prorimats  eaiias. — The  most  usual  pxoxi-  plaint    Tnere  had  been  no  hasmorrhage, 

mate  cause  of  puerperal  convulsions  is  with,  the  uterus  was  not  strongly  contracted, 

out  doubt  pressure  on  the  brain;  this  pres-  and  the  placenta  entirely  within  it.    Un- 

sure  being  sometimes  produced  by  a  rupture  der  no  greater  anxiety  than  usual,  when 

of  the  vessels,  causing  a  sudden  effusion  of  the  placenta  is  retained,  I  proceeded  in  the 

blood ;  sometimes  by  serous  exudation  into  ordinary  way  to  remove  it    The  moment  I 

the  ventricles,  or  between  the  membranes;  had  passed  my  band  completely  into  the 

sometimes,  and  by  Ikr  the  most  frequently,  uterine  cavity  the  patient  turned  upon  her 

by  simple  congestion  of  the  cerebral  ves-  abdomen,  and,  without  uttering  anv  ex- 

sels  themselves.    But  the  disease  has  some-  pression  of  pain,  went  into  a  convulsion, 

times  proved  fktal  without  any  organic  though  not  of  a  violent  kind ;  intense  coma 

lesion  being  evident  on  dissection,  and  supervened,  which  vielded  to  no  treatment 

without  even  the  vessels  being  observed  to  I  could  devise,  and  terminated  fatally  in 

be  pretematurally  fulL    In  this  respect,  in  about  two  hours  from  the  removal  of 

also,  there  appean  a  strong  analogy  be-  the  placenta.    The  vagina,  and  especially 

tween  apoplexy   and   puerperal   convul-  the  inner  surface  of  the  uterus,  comniuni- 

sions;  for  Zuliani,  of  Brescia,  in  1780;  cated  to  the  hand  a  more  pungent  sense  of 

Kortum,  of  Dortmund,  in  1785;  and,  more  heat  than  I  ever  recollect  to  have  expej. 

recently*  Abemethy,  among  us,  have  re.  rienced  on  any  other  occasion. 

cognized  a  species  of  apoplexy,  to  which  About  forty-eight  hours  after  her  death 

the  term  navoui  has  b<^  given.    In  two  I  made  an  accurate  inspection  of  the  body, 

cases,  also,  related  by  Abercrombie,  of  his  The  dura  mater  adhered  more  firmly  than 

simple  flpflp/ery,  no  anonnal  appearance  was  usual  to  the  inner  surface  of  the  cranium, 

obeerved  after  death.  and  was  healthy  in  appearance;  the  ves- 

RemaU  osutes.—  Into  the  remote  causes  sels  of  the  brain  contained  less  blood  than 
it  is  not  my  wish  to  enter  at  any  length,  ordinary ;  the  plexus  choroides  were  ouite 
because  the  subject  is  at  best  but  unsatis.  blanched ;  there  was  no  fluid  in  the  latc*^ 
factory,  and  litUe  understood.  They  have  ral  ventricles,  none  between  the  mem- 
been  ascribed  to  articles  of  food  remaining  branes,  but  about  two  drachms  at  the  base 
undi^ted  on  the  stomach,  or  irritation  of  the  brain ;  no  extravasation  of  blood  in 
existing  in  some  other  part  of  the  alimen-  any  part  of  Uie  cerebral  mass.  The  viscera 
taiy  tube; — to  general  irritabilitv  of  con-  were  all  healthy ;  the  uterus  was  contract- 
stitution;'— to  a  delicate  and  luxurious  ed;  nor  did  it  present  any  uncommon  ap- 
mode  of  living;— to  the  depressing  pas-  pearance. 

sions;— to  aa  overloaded  state  of  the  sys-  Here  was  as  dear  a  case  as  oan  possibly 

tem ;— to  overdistention  of  the    uterus ;  be  made  out  of  irritation  propasated  im- 

and  to  the  death  of  the  child.    But  the  mediately  from  the  uterus  to  toe  brain: 

affection,  in  my  opinion,  originates  most  and  I  have  no  question  in  my  own  mind 

frequently  in  some  deranged  state  of  the  that  if  the  placenta  had  net  unfortunately 

uterus  itself,  probably  in  its  nervous  sys-  been  adherent,  but  thrown  off  naturally, 

tem,  and  consists  in  some  irritation  pro-  the  woman  would  have  recovered  perfectly, 

pagated  from  that  organ  to  the  brain.    I  A  case,  which  1  will  read,  almost  ana. 

nave  met  with  three  or  four  cases  which  logons,  is  related  by  Ingleby ;  the  woman, 

have  strongly  impressed  me  with  (his  idea,  however,  not  having  sufferad  any  convnl. 

and  one,  the  most  strikingi  I  will  rehite.  sion  before  delivery.    "  A  bighly-esteemed 
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friend  of  mine  once  found  it  neoeifary  to  spasmodically.  The  temponland  maneCer 

pass  his  hand  into  the  utenis  for  the  pur-  muscles  act  with  amazinff  sti^ngth,  firmly 

pose  of  remoTing  an  adherent  placenta,  clenching  the  teeth  together.    The  tongue 

the  ergot  of  lye  having  been  previously  is  aJmost  inFariably  protruded  beyond  the 

administered.    The  introduction  was  care-  gums ;  und  the  muscles  of  the  jaw  acting 

fully  performed.    The  straining  and  oppo-  powerftiUy  at  the  same  time,  catch  it  be- 

sition  to  his  efforts,  on  the  part  of  the  tween  the  teeth,  and  lacerate  it  dreadfhlly. 

woman,  was  exceedingly  great;    and  at  A  qaantity  of  fmthy  saliva  escapes  from  the 

the  moment  when  the  operator's  hand  had  mouth,  generally  tinged  with  blood,  which 

reached  the  oxgan,  my  own  band  making  issues  from  the  wounded  tongue,  adding 

counter-pressure  on  the  abdomen,  the  pa-  very  mitcb  to  the  hideousness  of  the  as- 

tient  became  violently  convulsed,  and  died  pect.    The  breathing  is  hurried,  irregular, 

in  less  than  a  minute."  and  laboured,  and  performed  with  a  sharp 

The  cause  of  this  convulsion  could  not  hissing  noise,  f^om  the  air  being  impeded 

hare  been  excessive  loss  of  blood,  because  in   its    jiassage,  partly  by  the  clenched 

Ingleby  would  doubtless  have  mentioned  teeth,   and   partly  by  the  saliva  which 

that  fact,  if  it  had  been  so;  besides,  if  the  hangs  about  the  lips.    The  pulse,  during 

woman  had  been  faint  from  haemorrhage,  the  paroxysms,  varies,  being  fbU,  slow, 

she  could  not  have  so  strongly  resisted  the  and  opprassed,  at  the  eommencemciit  and 

efforts  made   to  introduce  the  hand.    I  before  the  attack,  and  increasing  in  veto- 

look  upon  this  case  as  one  also  proving  city  as  the  intensity  of  the  fit  becomes 

that  the  remote  cause  of  this  kind  of  con-  greater.    As  these  frightful  and  alanning 

vulsion  often  exists  in  the  uterus,  and  that  symptoms  occur  so  suddenly,  it  is  not  siir- 

the  irritation  is  propagated  through  the  prising  that  they  should  strike  the  atten- 

agency  of  the  nervous  system  to  the  brain,  dants  with  terror  and  dismar.   So  genend 

Symptamt, — The  symptoms  of  puerperal  and  powerftil  ia  the  alarm,  that  every  one, 
convulsions  are  so  prominent  and  strong,  in  the  distress  of  the  moment,  is  running 
that  if  once  the  disease  has  been  seen  in  seareh  of  tbey  know  not  what ;  and  the 
there  is  no  likelihood  of  its  being  mis-  moAcal  attenmmt,  deprived  of  tiie  asris- 
taken.  If  they  occur,  as  is  usuuly  the  tance  of  the  bystanders,  is  often  compelled 
case,  during  the  first  stage  of  labour,  the  to  ooUect  for  nimself  whatever  he  may  re- 
patient  is  probably   sitting  or  walking,  quire. 

may  be  even  occasionally  joining  in  con-  After  an  uncertain  time,  the  violence  of 
versation ;  and,  without  giving  any  pre-  the  fit  abates ;  and  probably  in  a  few  mi-, 
vious  warning,  suddenly  fhlls  down  in  a  nutes  the  convulsion  has  quite  disappeared, 
strong  fit.  All  the  voluntary  muscles  of  The  patient  then  will,  perhaps,  slowly 
the  body  are  thrown  into  a  state  of  violent  recover  her  consciousness.  She  i^pears 
spasms,  alternating  with  relaxation,  so  as  as  if  she  were  awaking  flrom  sleepv^isper. 
to  produce  rapid  and  powerftil  contortions  feetly  unaware  that  any  thing  dangerous 
and  struggles ;  the  arms  and  legs  are  or  extraordinary  has  happened, — and  has 
thrown  abont  in  all  directions;  s^  the  no  recollection  whatever  of  tha  interval. 
strength  of  two  or  three  assistants  is  re.  She  will  most  likely  complain  now  of 
quired  to  restrain  the  patient  The  face  a  violent  pain  in  the  hea£  This  trace 
becomes  turgid  and  livid,  swollen  by  will  quiet  the  attendants,  and  restore  some- 
the  increased  quantity  of  blood  with  thing  like  tranquillity  in  the  lying-io 
which  the  vesseb  are  loaded.  The  room.  Short-lived,  however,  are  the  fa- 
throat  also  seems  to  swell,  the  carotids  vourable  expectations :  another  attack  will 
beat  inordinately,  and  the  jugular  veins  presently  dissipate  their  hopes,  and  again 
appeiir  prominent  The  countenance  as-  all  are  thrown  into  coaftision. 
sumes  a  most  hideous  expansion,  partly  At  other  times,  and  more  frequently, 
ftom  the  suffused  state  of  Uie  features,  and  although  the  more  violent  symptoms  of 
partly  from  their  distortion  and  convulsive  the  attack  haye  subsided,  the  patient  re. 
action.  The  eyes  seem  starting  from  their  mains  coobatose,  without  sensation  or  mo. 
sockets;  and,  in  consequence  of  the  spas-  tion,  lying  in  the  senseless  state  of  apo- 
modic  action  of  their  muscles,  are  drawn  plectic  stupor ;  the  breathing  heavy,  dull, 
obliquely  upwards,  one  to  the  inner  and  and  stertorous.  At  others,  again,  a  certain 
the  other  to  the  outer  canthus;  so  that  degree  of  consciousness  returns,  a  know- 
none  ofthepupil,andbuta  small  portion  of  ledge  of  persons  and  objects,  bnt  an  in- 
the  cornea,  can  be  seen.  The  eye-lids  are  ability  to  articulate  or  make  the  wishes 
half  open,  and  violently  agitated ;  the  pu-  known ;  and  often  with  a  partial  return  of 
pils  themselves  (if  the  eyes  can  be  so  opened  consciousness,  there  is  a  constant  rolling 


as  to  obtain  a  sight  of  them)  are  generally  about  the  bed,  and  deep  and 

dilated ;   sometimes,  however,  more  than  moaning.    During  the  continuance  of  the 

usually  contracted.    The  lips  partake  of  fit«,  uterine  action  is  not  suspended,  al- 

the  general  convulsion.     The  month  is  though  no  signs  of  pain  are  manifested  by 

drawn  to  one  or  other  side,  and  twitched  the  woman  if  she  remain  comatose.  Gene- 
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rally,  with  eftcli   return    of    uterine   ac-  suspect  that  convulsions  are  likely  to  oc- 

tion,  a  fresh  paroxysm  occurs ;    so  that  cur ;  but  yet  not  so  strongly  marked  as  to 

we  may  sometimes  count  the  frequency  warrant  us  in  saying    that  the  patient 

and  duration  of  the  pains  by  the  nnmlier  must  necessarily    experience    an  attack. 

And  length  of  the  fits.    Occasionally,  un-  These  are  such  as  we  are  in  the  habit  of 

der  convulsions,  dilatation  and  expulsion  referring  to  an  overloaded  state  of  the 

have  gone  on  so  rapidly,  that  the  child  has  brain ;    violent  headache ;    a    feeling   as 

been  propelled  into  lie  world  before  the  if  a  blow  was  inflicted  on  the  head;  gid- 

attendants  were  aware  that  labour  had  diness;  a  sensation  of  intoxicatiun,  and 

begun ;   and    some  instances  have  come  inability  to  walk  straight ;  drowsiness ; 

under  my  own  eye  of  a  child  being  ex-  singing  in  the  ears,  and  deafness;  total  or 

pelled  during  a  strofag  fit.     Baudelocque  partialloss  of  sight;  scintill89,or  mt<sr<pvo/i. 

states,  that  he  has  seen  some  cases  in  tunta,  fl.iating  before  the  eyes  in  rapid  sue- 

which  he  found  the  child  between  the  wo-  cession;  impeded  utterance;  numbness  or 

nan's  thighs,  though  ^an  instant  before  cramps  in  the  arms,  and  occasionally  violent 

be  could  discover  no  disposition  for  deli-  cramps  in  the  stomach.     Such  symptoms, 

very."    Thus  convulsions  neither  suspend  especially  in  full  habits,  should  never  be 

norinterferewith efficient  uterine  action.  neglected:  we  may  infer  that  they  arise 

It  generally  happens,  but  this  is  by  no  from  a  fulness  of  the  vessels  of  the  brain, 
means  an  universal  remark,  that  the  infant  and  in  most  instances  may  deplete  the  pa- 
is bom  dead  under  convukions,  especially  tient  both  by  bleeding  and  purging, 
if  the  attack  has  occurred  early  in  the  Prognont. — Our  prognosis  must  be  most 
labour,  and  continued  for  any  length  of  guarded  in  all  cases  of  puerperal  convul- 
time.  It  is  difficult  to  account  for  this  sions ;  because  there  is  always  great  dan- 
circumstance:  pressure  on  the  child's  body  rer,  and  the  danger  is  in  proportion  to  the 
or  the  funis  nmbilicalis,  alone,  cannot  ex-  length  and  strength  of  the  fit ;  the  short- 
plain  it  I  suspect  it  is  owing  to  the  ne.  ikess  of  the  interval ;  but  more  especially 
cessary  changes  in  the  ftetal  blood  not  to  the  degree  of  consciousness  between  the 
being  ciTectcd  during  its  circulation  through  paroxysms.  If  the  patient  lies  in  a  state 
the  placenta.  Denman  justly  remarks^  of  complete  stupor,  accompanied  with  ster- 
that  the  death  of  the  child  is  rather  to  be  torous  breathing  between  the  paroxysms^ 
considered  as  a  consequence  than  as  a  and  insensible  to  any  stimulus  that  could 
cause  of  the  convulsions;  and  Spence  be  applied,  even  if  the  fits  were  of  short 
gives  a  case  in  which  the  mother  having  duration,  I  should  consider  her  in  greater 
died  of  convulsions  before  there  was  any  danger  than  if  the  convulsions  were 
disposition  to  labour,  the  CsBsarean  sec  stronger,  with  a  state  of  perfect  conscious- 
tion  was  performed  immediately  after  :  ness  in  the  interval  of  the  attacks.  Usually, 
the  child  was  extracted  alive^  was  itself  the  stronger  the  fits  the  deeper  is  the  accom- 
soon  seized  with  convulsive  paroxysms,  panying  coma;  but  that  is  not  always  the 
and  died  in  less  than  an  hour.  case ;  and  I  would  rather  form  mv  progno- 

Premmitory  symptoms, — Convulsions  often  sis  by  the  intervening  state  than  by  the  ac- 
arise  suddenly,  as  just  described,  witii-  tual  Tiolence  of  the  fits  themselves.  We 
out  any  premonitory  symptom<i :  some*  may  comfort  ourselves  with  the  assurancoi 
times,  however,  and  I  think  even  more  however,  that  although  convulsions  are  so 
frequentlv,  there  are  signs  which  'ap-  dangerous,  and  although  our  prognosis 
pear  a  few  davs  previously  to  the  con.  must  be  in  the  highest  deg^ree  guarded, 
vulsions  showing  themselves ;  and  at  under  our  present  improved  treatment,  the 
other  times^  there  are  some  which  im-  danger  is  not  at  all  in  proportion  to  the 
mediately  anticipate  the  fit  itself.  Thus  fKghtfulness  of  the  patient's  appearance 
a  woman  will  perhaps  appear  perfectly  and  the  excessive  alarm  occasioned.  The 
well,  bearing  the  commencing  pains  of  terror  created  in  the  minds  of  the  friends 
labour  with  great  fortitude,  and  in  good  is  often  so  great  that  thev  at  once  give  up 
spirits,  when  she  will  suddenly  declare  the  case  as  hopeless,  and  conceive  the  pa- 
that  there  is  a  bright  light  in  the  room,  tient  must  be  aying.  In  this  resjiect,  con- 
and  aconvulsive  paroxysm  immediately  sue  vulsions  and  hasmorrhage  are  strongly  oon- 
ceeds.  One  of  the  most  dangerous  eases  of  trasted  with  each  other;  in  the  latter  case, 
convulsions  that  came  under  my  father's  it  not  unfrequently  happens  that  the  fatal 
notice  was  ushered  in  with  the  remark  event  is  stealing  on  insensibly;  the  anxious 
that  the  room  was  studded  with  diamonds,  friends,  who  are  watching  by  the  bed-side. 
After  such  a  declaration,  then,  we  might  not  being  aware  of  the  impending  danger 
expect  an  attack  of  this  frightful  disease ;  until  the  case  is  almost  beyond  the  reach 
but  little  time  would  be  granted  us  for  of  art  If  we  could  be  certain,  indeed,, 
acting  in  prevention,  since  the  more  vio-  that  no  permanent  injury  had  been  in- 
lent  symptoms  would  almost  immediately  flicted  on  the  contents  of  the  cranium,  I 
follow.  think  we  might  with  much   confidence 

But  there  are  othera  which  appear  a  few  hope  for  a  favourable  issue. 

days  or  honn  before  the  fit,  leading  us  to  <»»- 


608  DR.  ASUWELI<*6  OASES  OF 

AQUEOUS  DISCHARGE    AFTER  f^ers  connected  with  this  morbid  secre- 

PARTURITION.  ^i?"  appear  to  be  of  the  inflammatorj 

kind.    The  weak  and  rapid  pulse,  the 

"  tenderness    and    enlargement   of    the 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  H*«™»i  f  "«*  ^,t  '^?'!?  ^?^  vmpnM^ 

"^  sion  of  the  milk  and  the  lochia,  plainly 

Sir,  point  to  puerperal  mischief,  too  likelj, 

T          *!.•  1  *v   rn     •                    J  .1.  when   the  danger  is   not  arerted,    to 

If  you  think  the  following- cases,  and  the  terminate    unfavourably.      It    is,    per- 

remarks  accompanvingr  them  deseire  a  ^         ^j^     ,„  ^y^^^  t,,/  mucous  HnW 

DlaceinyourTaluableandwidely-c^^^  of  the  uterus  should  secrete  a  serous 

latingr  journal,  they  are  entirely  at  your  ^^  aq^^ous  discharge,  especially  when 

service.  ^^^y^  discharge  of  water  is  not  depen- 

xr         V  j^.*™  »**''»     ^  dent  on   the  membranes  inclosinir  the 

Your  obedient  servant,  f^^ .  ^^^  we  know  that  the  mucous 

Samuel  Ashwell,  M.D.,  ^^^      ^f  tl,^  nostril  occasionally  poun 

"-^hyTcC  y^^&^tS  ft>rthW  quantities  of  aqueous  fluid; 

Oay*s  Hospital.  and  there  seems  no  reason  why,  under 

a  like  derangement  of  function,    the 

Some  years  a^o,  I  met  with  aqueous  lining  membrane  of  the  uterus  may  not 

discharge  from  the  uterus  very  soon  after  do  the  same. 

parturition,  and  I  carefully  noted  the  That  this  affection  decidedly  inter- 
•ircumstances.    Several  other  cases  have  feres  with    the    consecutive    series    of 
since  that  time  occurred  in   my  prac-  events  following  parturition,  is  evident, 
tice,   attended    by    similar   symptoms,  from  the  suppression  of  the  lochia  and 
One  of  my  pupils  at  Guy's  Hospital,  milk,  as  well  as  from  the  scanty  secre- 
Mr.  Cotton,  presented  to  me  the  notes  tion  of  urine :    it  may,    thereiore,   be 
of  the  third ;  and  my  fnend  Mr.  Bum,  placed  in  the  class  pjrrexia. 
of  Earl-Street,  Blackfriars,  favoured  me  I  cannot  state  with  certaintjjr  what 
with  the  particulars  of  the  fourth  case,  might  have  been  the  effect  of  vig|oroua 
I  am  desirous  to  communicate  these  antiphlogistic  treatment;  because,  in  the 
cases  to  the  profession  for  two  reasons ;  cases  related,  a  modified  plan  was  pur- 
first,  because  tbey  are  impoitant,  and  sued.    As,  however,  the  affection  may 
attended   with  danger ;  and,  secondly,  be  regarded  as  catarrh  of  the  uterus, 
because  I  can  find  not  even  an  allusion,  attenoed  by  inflammation,   cases  will 
much  less  a  history,  of  a  similar  disease  probably  occur  in  which  depletion  to 
of  function   in    any    obstetric    author  a  greater  extent  will  be  required.  There 
I  have  consulted.  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  lining  mem- 
Discharges  of  water  from  the  uterus  brane  of  the  uterus  furnishes  the  dis- 
are  not    unfrequent   during  gestation,  chai^.     Under   natural  and   healthy 
and  they  are  occasionally  occurring  in  puerperal  circumstances,  the  same  mem- 
the  unimpregnated  condition  of  the  or-  orane,  then  possessing  considerable  ex« 
gan.     I  am,  nowever,  disposed  to  think  tent  of  surface,  pours  forth  the  lochia, 
that    the    passing    away    of  pints    of  This   secretion,  we  know,   is  at  first 
watery  fluid,  soon  after  labour,  by  gush,  sanguineous,    subsequently  it  becomes 
in  the  first  instance,  and  afterwards  by  paler,  but  is  still  mucous ;  nor  is  it  till 
draining,    is  a  rare  occurrence.    Had  many  days  have   elapsed  that  it  as* 
it  been  otherwise,  it  would  certainly  sumes  a  leucorrhceal  or  serous  character, 
have  been  noticed  in  some  of  the  valu*  The  derangement  of  function,  which 
able  works   we  possess,  and  it  would  is   productive   of  this   ''  aqueous   dis- 
have  become  a  topic  of  discussion  in  me-  charge,"  instead  of  the  lochia,  is  the 
dieal  society.  disease  now  described. 
In  the  subjoined  cases  it  will  be  seen 

that  the  labours  were  natural,  although        Case  I.— Mrs.  G was   confined 

somewhat  protracted  and  severe.  The  on  Saturday,  November  6, 1890,  of  her 
patients  were  delicate  women,  but  free  fifth  child.  The  labour  was  severe,  but 
from  serious  illness:  indeed,  there  was  perfectly  natural, 
nothing  in  the  labour,  or  in  the  con-  Sunday,  November  7th.— -Complains 
dition  of  the  system  immediately  pre-  of  a  good  deal  of  pain  in  the  hypogas- 
ceding  it,  with  which  the  discharge  trie  region  ;  the  uterus  is  large  and  ten- 
could  have  been  satisfactorily  asso-  der;  pulse  120,  but  neitlier  full  nor 
ciated,  as  its  cause.    The  principal  dan-  strong.  Urine  scantily  secreted;  scarcely 
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any  loebial  discharge ;  and  the  ailer-  toms  oecurred,  if  the  languor  and  ez- 

pains  not  at  all  serere.  treme  debility  be  excepted.    The  dia- 

Oidewd  Castor  Oil,  bran  fomentations  ^^arge  of  water  continued  for  twelve 

to  the  belly,  and  six  grains  of  Dover's  ^aj»  5  for  the  Iwt  six  it  was  evidenUy 

powder,  in  common  saUne  mixtoie,  on  the  dechne.    The  nulk  waa  never 

eveiy  six honrs.  naturally  nor   healthily  secreted;   the 

child,  in  consequence,   being  brought 

Monday,  8th,  5  p.m.— I  was  hastily  up  by  hand, 
sent  for.    On  my  arrival  I  found  the 

nurse,    as  well  as  the  patient,  much        Case  II.— Mra.  T ,  set  28,  a  wo- 

alarmed;   there  having   occurred   sud-  man  of  spare  and  delicate  habit,  and  the 

denly  a  very  copious  gush  of  transpa-  mother  of  Ave  children,  was  confined 

rent,    colourless,    inodorous    discharge  December  8,  1832.  of  a  fine   healthy 

from  the  uterus :  at  least  three  pints  had  boy.  after  a  natural  and  quick   labour, 

escaped.    The  bed  was  wetted  entirely  I  visited  her  some  hours  after,  and  I 

through,  aud  a  pool  had  formed  about  found  her  suflTering  severely  from  after- 

tlie  lower  part  of  the  person.    The  fluid  pains.    Pulse  120,  sharp,  yet  compres- 

had  scarcely  any  taste,  and  closely  re-  sible.     Bladder  rather  distend^,  and 

sembled  water.     She  was  exhausted ;  uterus  large. 

nulse  quick,  130;  and  she  was  altogether  Ordered  half  a  grain  of  Opium,  and 

hurried  and  alarmed.    There  was  nei-  3  gn.  of  Calomel;  directing  a  table, 

ther  tension  nor  fulness  of  the  mammse,  spoonful  of  Castor  Oil  eany  on  the 

indicating  the  secretion  of  milk  ;  the  ute-  following  morning. 

hai;  Wn  JlochW  ^Hiretion,  and  only  y^Vi^Jt^^^'^Tl  1^^^"^ 

a  scanty   discbarge   of  higt-colourea  iinJ^AT^ull^    ^t^^tZl 

urine.    She  was  made  coi^ortable  by  !"••»*«»  «nd  "iMmed  ber.    Ifoaiidd»t 

the  nsmovd  of  the  wetted  linen.     I  'iL  n'f  l/rLhSl..«°«„M'*«STt 

draugbt  composed  of  tkirtw  minims  of  P"*"  ^-ii  ?•*•  •  "•"'<»'»""  *"J?'  "^  '* 

1-  *  ••.  ^"V"""^  J  V       '  "••"""".  ";•  was  still  draimngr  away.     The  utenw 

aromatic  spther  and  the  aromatic  spint  y^^  descended  behind  t£e  pubes :  it  was 

of  ammonia  was  immeduitel v    «ven,  ^^^  ,          ^^^             ^^J    p^]^  ^^ 

and  she  was  allowed  some blan J nou-  ^^n^Sd  feeble.*^ There  had  been  ni 

rnhment     The  other   remedies    were  i^u:.i  j:.^i.««««,    ««j  .u-  i.a«i  «...«««i 

ordered  to  be  continued  as  before.  '*^*''**i  discharge,  and  she  had  passed 

Tuesday  afternoon,  the  Oth,-i  have  once  a  laye  quandty  of  unne. 
seen  her  several  times  since  last  even.  ^'^^^   ^™    fomentotions.    Dover's 
ing.     The    **  aqueous  discharge"  stm  J!!JI?J!Ii*!^rf2;  «I!2^^ 
continues,  twenty  napkins  havW  been  ^J^*"***  ^"^^  quietude, 
used  :  it  is  not  all  streaked  with  olood,  This  patient  went  on  just  as  in  Case 
nor  is  there  any  appearance  of  lochisi  or  I^  only  that  there  was  some  seeretinn 
mucous  discharge.     After  sleep,    the  or  milk,  and  the  child  was  partly  nursed, 
water  comes  away  in  slight  gushes,  but  She  was  much  debilitated,  and  the  dis- 
hy draining  at  other  times.    The  urine  charge  did  not  cease  for  ten  days, 
is  still  scanty  and  high-coloured ;  pulse 

120,  small  and  compressible;  the  breasts  Case  III.— Mrs.  Penkin,  set.  40,  tlie 

are  quite  flaccid — tne  child,  therefore,  is  wife  of  a  labourer,  has  had  several  chil- 

fed.    Abdominal  tenderness  less ;  uterus  dren ;  her  labours  good,  with  the  excep. 

better    contracted,   still    reaching  half  tion  of  a  temnorary  state  of  melancholia, 

way  between  the  umbilicus  and  pubes.  She  is  of  sallow  complexion,  and  has 

r^^fittn-s  «!,•  «.m«ii-i.  **^«^  Jf«*^y  duringr  A«  present  gesU^ 

Continue  the  remedies.  ^^„     y^^  ^^  ^^^^  three  days  she  has 

Wednesday. — Bowels  have  been  na-  been  sufl*eriiig;  and  owing  to  the  in- 

turally  relieved.     Urine  still  sparing  in  crease  of  her  pains,  the  presence  of  Mr. 

auantity  and  high  in  colour ;  pain  of  Cotton  was  requested.    Her  labour  was 

le  alxfomen  less,  and  uterus  not  so  ten-  natural,   although    severe ;    and    there 

der  to  the  touch.    Pulse  100 ;  debility  having  been  copious  losses  of  blood  in 

excessive ;  little  or  no  secretion  of  milk ;  her  preceding   deliveries,    Mr.  Cotton 

"aqueous  discharge"  still  very  abun-  bandaged  the  abdomen,  and  exhibi  ted  Sss. 

dant ;  no  lochia.  of  the  ergot,  previously  to  the  expulsion 

After  this  period,  no  distressing  symp-  of  the  placenta.    Things  went  on  com- 
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forUiblj  until  the  fourth  day,  when  Mr.  spare  habit,  and  delicate  state  of  health. 

Cotton  was  sent  for.     He  /ound  his  pa^  was  delivered  in  the  forenoon  of  Auenst 

tient  had  passed  a  had  night,  and  com-*  2d,  of  her  first  child,  a  fine  healthj  liv- 

plaitied  or  severe  pain  in  the  hypogras.  ing  gvl,  afVer  a  severe  but  natural  la- 

trie  re^on,    which    was    accompanied  hour  of  thirty  hours*  duration.    Tbepla. 

with  the  g^atest  pain  on  pressure ;  her  centa  was  expelled  by  the  uterine  action 

pulse  was  small,  116;  urine  scanty  and  in  about  half  an  hour.    The  first  two 

iiij^h-coloured ;   and   there  had  been  a  days  the  lochia]   dischar^    was  very 

dischargee  of  transparent  watery  fluid,  profuse,  and  rather  offensive,  with  con. 

sufficient  to  soak  from  twelve  to  twenty  siderable  disturbance  of  the  system ;  the 

napkins.     Bowds  confined.  pulse  from  100  to  120;  the  countenance 

Leeches  and  fomentations  were  ordered  pallid,    and    the    lips    almost    exsan- 

to  the  abdomen ;  calomel  and  opiam  ^uineous.    There  were  profuse  perspira- 

to  be  g^ven,  with,  an  otince  of  castot  tions ;  the  abdomen  was  so  A ;  and  there 

oil,  the   following   morning,  if  the  was  no  pain  produced  by  pressure;"* the 

bowels  remained  unacted  upon.  secretion  of  urine  was  scanty,  but  passed 

5thday.— Very  low,  and  in  great  dis-  without  difliculty. 

tress  of  mind,  saying  she  should  never  ^n  *^e  evening  of  the  fourth  day  she 

recover.     Her  abdomen  was  tympanitic,  complained  of  considerable  enlargement 

and  tender  to  the  touch;  countenance  ^f  the  abdomen,  but  without  pain. or 

pale,  and  bowels  still  unmoved;   her  tenderoess;  and  on  the  following  morn- 

pulse   120,  small  and  weak;  the  dis-  !"§  t^^  nurse  was  hastily  called  to  the 

charge  the  same  in  quantity.     At  the  bed-side,  the  patient  supposing  sudden 

suggestion  of  a  relative,  for  whom  Mr.  hsemorrhage  had  taken  place ;  but  on 

Cotton  attended,  he  introduced  the  ca-  examination,  it  was  found  a  large  flow 

theter,  and  drew  off  eight  ounces  of  high-  ^f  colourless  fluid  had  been  discharged, 

coloured  urine ;  bet  this  eflected  no  mi-  *«  ^"^  amount  of  about  a  quart.     This 

tigation  of  the  symptoms.  continued  for  eight  days,  in  a  quantity 

Cataplasms  were  ordered  to  the  abdo-  fuficient  to  saturate  a  do^n  napkins  m 

mei,  and  an  enema  with  01.  Terebin-  ^^'^  ^''^V^rfS^  ^^""-  v^^  discharge 

thime  Sss.  exhibited.  ^^^^  not  dnbble  away,  but  escape  m  a 

^  sudden  flow,  preceded  by  a  sensation  of 

This  had   the  effect  of  opening  the  itching,  and  a  slight  bearing  down. 

bijwels,  which  greatly  relieved  the  ten-  9th  day.— The  discharge  is  evidently 

dcr  and  paiuful  condition  of  the  abdo-  abating,  as  not  more  than  three  napkins 

men.    The  pulse  also  became  fuller,  106.  have  been  wetted  with  it 

Pulv.   Ipecac.  Comp.  gr,  x.  were   or-  Mr.  Bum  remarks  in  his  letter  to  me, 

dered  at  bed  time.  dated   fourteen   days  after  the  labour. 

On  the  sixth  day  she  was  much  im-  "  *^?*  ^'5  P*^«°^  »  «*'"  ?^»^/  ^«^«'^- 

proved;   \er  pulse  soft,   100;  the  dis.  tated,  and  h«  never  exnenenced  any  se- 

charge  wis  also  lessened,  soaking  but  ^r?,?"""  ^f  '°'^^-    The  lochial  di«jharge 

ten  napkins  in  the  tweiity-four  houra.  »*'"  continues  in  small  quantity." 

Light  farinaceous    nutriment    was  al-  18«  Dernnshtre-Square,  citf, 

lowed,  and   saline  medicine  exhibited.  Aagu«t20, 1884. 

On  the  eighth  day,  gradually  getting    : 

T4i  h«  '^daSLfir  aSiSr  S  the  connexion  between  THE 

Still  uses  from  five  to  ten  napkins  a  day ;  UTERUS   AND  THE    PLACENTA 

it  continues  limpid,  and  devoid  of  odour.  EXAMINED. 

Owing  to  Mr.  Uotton  leaving  the  conn-  

try,  he  resigned  the  charge  of  the  case ;  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

but  he  learned  that  the  discharge  be-  « 

came  by  degrees  lessened,  till  at  length  » 

what  was  left  was  little  in  quantity,  and  Having,  within  the  last  few  days,  siic- 
vcry  thick  in  substance.  ceeded  in  obtaining  permission  to  ex- 
It  is  worthy  of  observation  in  this  amine  the  bod^  of  a  woman  who  died 
case,  that  the  lochia  were   suppressed  at  the  full  period  of  utero-gestatiou,  I 
after  the  second  day ;    and  there  was  ^fiT  ^p  transmit  the  following  account  of 
never  any  secretion  of  milk.  the  disj^ection,  as  bearing  upon  Uie  con- 
rf^        T^r      *r       ^  troversy  relative   to   the   vascular  oou- 
Case  IV.— Mrs.   T.,   aged  32,  of  a  uexion  between  the  uterus  and  the  pla- 
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centa,  vvbicb  has   of  late  been  revifed  prolongations  of  tbose  noted  between 
witb  80  much  interest.  the  uterus  and  this  membrane,  but  ex- 
Mrs.  Sbawe,  aged  32,  of Street,  treme    ramifications    of   the  umbilical 

in  this  town,  of  delicate  habit,  was  in  vessels  adhering  to  the  decidna.  In 
momentary  anticipation  of  her  confine-  two  or  three  situations,  a  space  of  some- 
raent,  when,  on  the  19th  instant,  she  what  lai^r  dimensions  than  the  super- 
was  attacked  hj  a  sudden  and  severe  in-  fieies  of  a  half-crown  piece  was  left,  with 
▼asion  of  phrenitis,  which  terminated  the  decidua  attached  to  the  lining  mem- 
fatallj  on  the  evening  of  the  following  brane  of  the  uterus,  without  the  slight- 
da  j.  On  the  21st,  the  body  was  ex-  est  laceration  ;  beneath  the  decidua  in 
amined  bj  Mr.  Anderson,  surgeon,  of  this  situation,  a  blow-pipe  was  intro- 
this  town,  and  myself.  Havmg  ex-  duced,  and  air  was  insufflated  between 
posed  the  cavitjr  of  the  uterus,  by  a  it  and  the  common  lining  membrane ; 
longitudinal  section  of  its  anterior  por-  the  decidua  was  raised,  and,  to 
fion,  we  separated  the  foetus,  and  then  every  appearance,  there  was  not  the 
directed  our  especial  attention  to  the  slightest  perforation.  A  director  was 
junction  of  the  uterus  and  placenta,  then  introduced,  and  the  deciduous 
ror  the  purpose  of  more  particular  ex-  membrane  divided ;  and,  underneath, 
amination,  we  removed  the  upper  por-  were  observed  two  or  three  of  those  ce- 
Iton  of  the  uterus  from  the  abdomen ;  lebrated  valvular  orifices  in  the  lining* 
and  having  washed  its  inner  surface,  we  membrane  of  the  uterus,  most  incontro- 
proceeded  to  effect  the  separation  of  the  vertibly  closed  by  the  apposition  of  the 

Iilacenta.  On  taking  hoid  of  the  sheet  deciduous  membrane.  In  another  situ- 
eft  by  the  destruction  of  the  ovum,  and  ation,  after  a  portion  of  the  decidua  had 
tracing  it  to  the  placental  margin,  the  been  ascertained  to  be  imperforate  by 
splitting  of  the  membranes  (almost  the  insufflation  of  air,  it  was  separated  a 
united  at  the  full  period)  was  beautiftilly  little  more  roughly ;  and  upon  attempt- 
observed  ;  the  amnion  and  chorion  pass-  in^  to  pass  a  probe  into  the  uterine  si- 
ing  over  the  foetal  aspect,  and  forming  nuses,  through  one  of  their  now  well- 
the  sheath  of  the  umbilical  vessels,  and  known  openings,  a  portion  of  decidua 
the  decidua  evidently  separating  from  was  found  to  have  adhered  to  the  mar- 
them  at  the  margin.  On  commencing  gin  of  the  orifice,  and  to  close  the  aper- 
with  the  separation  of  the  placenta,  the  ture.  On  pushing^  the  probe,  however, 
decidua,  at  the  margin  and  for  a  short  through  this  portion  or  membrane,  it 
distance,  came  along  with  it ;  and  a  con-  readify  entered  one  of  the  great  uterine 
siderable  number  of  minute  vessels  were  veins,  whose  disposition  and  relation  to 
seen  runninff^  from  the  lining  membrane  the  connected  structures,  were  precisely 
of  the  uterus  to  the  decidua,  and  the  de-  as  described  by  Mr.  Millard,  in  a  com- 
cidedly  greater  calibre  of  ocitain  vessels  municaition  which  appeared  in  the  Ga- 
at  the  margin  was  distinctly  observed,  zette  a  few  weeks  ago. 
At  a  short  distance  froB  the  placental  This  case  was  considered  by  m^selA 
border,  the  decidna  ceased  to  separate  and  also  by  the  gentlemen  associatea 
from  the  uterus,  and  remained  in  con-  with  me  in  the  examination,  to  afford 
nexion  with  its  lininr  membrane;  as  an  additional  corroboration  of  the  views, 
the  substance  of  the  placenta  separated  relative  to  the  utero-jplacental  connexion, 
from  the  decidua,  the  same  abundance  promulgated,  within  the  last  two  or 
•f  minute  vessels  was  observed  as  be-  three  jears,  to  the  medical  world  by  Dr. 
tween  the  uterus  and  decidua ;  but  whe-  R.  Lee.  The  detaiis,  if  considers  by 
tber  these  were  prolongations  of  the  you  to  be  of  sufficient  importance,  are 
vessels  proceeding' from  ue  lining  mem*  offered  to  the  profession  through  the 
brane,  or  minute  ramifications  of  the  medium  of  your  widely-circulat^  jour- 
iimbilical  vessels,  did  not  appear  quite  nal ;  and  as  unanimity  upon  this  much 
clear  ;  for  the  rupture  o£  the  decidua  by  agitated  question  is  as  yet  far  from  be- 
these  vessels,  auring  the  separation,  ing  attained,  it  has  appeared  to  me  that 
threw  some  little  confusion  upon  the  above  account  would  not  be  devoid 
the  examination ;— however  Uie  iraper-  of  either  interest  or  utility, 
forate  character  of  the  decidua,  which  Whilst  upon  this  subject,  if  I  shall 
in  some  places  we  could  observe,  would,  not  be  presuming*  too  much  upon  your 
I  think,  lead  to  the  inference  that  the  liberality,  I  will  offer  a  few  remarks 
minute  vessels  observed  in  separating  upon  the  communivati<m  of  Mr.  Hugh- 
the  placenta  from  the  decidua,  nvere  not  son,  which  appeared  in  the  Gazette  of 
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the  I2th  ultimo,  the  main  point  of  which  a  short  distance  along*  the  maii^n  of  the 
appears  to  be,  an  implied  chai^  of  in-  placenta,  and  between  the  lobes." 
consistency  against  Dr.  R.  Lee,    the        Is  there  a  lins^le  assertion  in    the 
basis  of  which  rests  upon  an  assertion  above  statement  which  nendves  anjr  of 
of  yours,  in  a  previous  number  of  the  Dr.  Lee's  views,  expressra  in  his  p^per 
Gazette,  that  you  had  not  heard  of  any  in     the    Philosophical    Transactions  ? 
change  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  Dr.  That,  herein,  we  have  an  fMiiiam,  to 
Lee,  upon  the  subject  of  the  placenta,  the  facts  which  he  had  previoosly  com- 
placed    in    contrast  with  a    statement  municated   to  the  worla,  I  admit;  bat 
made  in  your  review  of  M.  Velpeau's  an  exten^on  of  knowledge  is  not  iden- 
work  on  *'  Embryologie."    If  this  emi-  tical  with  conviction  of  previous  error, 
nent  physiologist,  as  Dr.  Lee  is  justly        Dr.  Lee,  in  the  examination  yon  have 
sty  lea  by  Mr.  Hughson,  had  really  dis-  alluded  to,  did  not  observe  a  perfor»- 
covered,  and  conressed  that  any  of  his  tion  of  the  decidua,  by  large  blood  ves- 
previous  views  were  erroneous,  and  yet  sels  running  into  the  placenta ;  but  as 
that  his  opinions  were  unchang^,  there  you  have  stated  that  tnere  were  canals 
would  indeed  have  been  ground  for  Mr.  along    the    margin    of  the    plaeenta, 
Hughson's  chargfe.    But  now  stand  the  fwrm$d  hy  the  deeidma^  and  in  comma- 
facts  ?    Dr.  Lee,  in  bis  celebrated  paper  nication  with  some  of  the  great  open- 
published  in  the  Philosophical  Transac-  ings  in  the  lining  membrane ;  and  kav- 
tions,  denies,  in  opposition  to  the  Hun-  ing,  about  the  period  of  this  examina- 
ters,  that  the  placenta,  in  the  human  tion,  had  frequent  personal  communi. 
subject,  is  composed  of  a  maternal  and  cation   with  Dr.  Lee,   I  am    enabled 
foetal  portion ;  or  that  there  are  any  cells  farther  to  state,  that  he  had  every  reason 
in  its  structure  in  which  the  uterine  and  to  regard    these  canals  as  containing' 
umbilical  vessels  terminate :  or  that  the  venous  blood,  and  as  being  analogous 
deciduous  membrane  is  perforated  at  all  in  their  function    to  the  rest  of  the 
by  any  large  blood-vessel  running  into  venous    system.      By    this    examina> 
ibesubstanceof  the  placenta;  and  ne  as-  tion.  Dr.  Lee  is  enabled  to  supply  a 
serts,  in  direct  contradiction  of  the  opi-  deficiency  in  his  published  views,  out 
nions  till  then  almost  universally  enter-  not  to  rectify  an  error.    Suppose  Dr, 
tained,  that  the  openings,  obsfored  in  Lee  to  have  been  advocating  nis  pecu- 
that  portion  of  the  uterus  to  which  the  liar  doctrines  relative  to  the  placenta, 
placenta  adheres,  are  natural  openings,  prior  to  hb  observation  of  the  canals  at 
existing  in  the  lining  membrane,  and  the  placental    margin,    with  Professor 
communicating  with  the  great  uterine  Lautb.  of  Strasburg,    who   maintains 
veins ;  and  that,  so  far  from  these  latter  that  the    communication  between   the 
perforating  the  decidua,  and  running  uterus    and   the  placenta  is    by  lym- 
into  the  placenta,  their  open  mouths,  phatics  —  suppose  thatLaoth  had  said 
or  orifices,    are    closed    during   preg-  to  Lee,  "  You  are  aware,  that  wherever 
nancy  by^  the  apposition  of  the  mem-  we  have  blood    conveyed    by  arteries 
brana  decidua.    He  states,  in  addition,  to  any  tissue,  we  have  veins  returning 
that  a  large  number  of  minute  arteries  it ;  where  iare  the  veins  retamiag  the 
may  be  observed  running,  in  a  tortuous  blood  from  the  decidua,  conveyed  to  it 
manner,  from  the  oommon  lining  mem-  in  such  abundance  by  those  little  ves- 
brane    of  the   uterus    to   the  decidua.  sels    which    you    describe   as    minute 
And  which  of  the  above  propositions,  tortuous  artenes  ?    You  do  not  discover 
I  would  ask,  (comprising,  as  they  do,  any.    My  views  of  the  lymphatic  nature 
the  substance  of  Dr.  Lee's  commnnica-  of  these  little  vessels  involve  no  sach  difl 
tion  to  the  Royal  Society,)  does  your  ficulty."    What  to  this  must  have  been 
statement  in  the  review  of^M.  Velpeau's  the  answer  of  Lee?     Why^  plainly, 
work  negative?    You  observe,  that  in  that  he  was  in  a  little  perplexity.    But, 
an    examination    made    by    Dr.   Lee,  by  the  investigation  to  which  yon  have 
in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Lawrence,  that  ailiided  in  your  review  of  Velpeau's 
*'  coagula  of  the  maternal  blood    ex-  work,  the  difficulty  vanishes,  and  Lanth 
tended  from  some  of  the  openings  in  is  disarmed  of  his  most  powerful  weapon, 
the    lining  membrane    of  the    uterus  j  ^^  ^^ 
into  canals  formed  by  (layers  oO.  the                    Your  obediint  icrrant, 
deciduous  membrane  on  the  mai^n  of  Daniel  Noble. 
the  placenta.     These  vessels  or  chan-          Manebesicr 
nels  in  the  decidua  could  be  traced  only       August  as,  lait. 
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CASE  OF  TETANUS  SUCCESS-  ^^  slipped  from  off  the  bed.    His  bowels 

FULLY  TREATED.  ^"^  heen  opened    hy  medicine.    The 

vounds    of    his    fingers    presented    a 

sloufi^bj  appearance.    He  was  now  or- 

To  ih€  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  dered— 

c,.  Calomel,  sr.  ij. ;  Opii,  gr.  i,  quartis  ho- 

•        -         .«.      .                      ,  ris;  et  Empl.  Veslc.  Nuchae. 

I  SEND  you  tor  publication  a  case  of  ,^ ,      •        ,      •,               .  . 

teUnus,  accompanied  with  some  rather  ^,  Hth.— Is  rather  better,  and  is  cna- 

anomalous  symptoms,  indicaUre  of  rreat  bled  to  open  his  mouth  wider.     The 

irntation  of  the  medulla  spinalis,  and  m«scles  of  his  neck  are  not  so  npd,  but 

successfully  treated  by  the  exhibition  of  *J«  muscles  of  the  abdomen  contmue  m 

mereuiT,  together  with  opium,  taken  in-  *»"«  »*P«  .??**«•     The  tetantc  counte- 

temally,  and  applied  externally.  ?»»<»  "  ^^  P«««°» ;.  J»»  P"l»«  "  «?ft«r 

Augist  12th.- King,  Kt  30,  to-day ,  and  not  so  ramd ;  hispmsindi- 

a  labouring  man,  received  a  Mvere  con-  2^>e  decided  influence  of  mercury, 

tuidon  of  his   ring    and   litde  finger  He  is  ordered  to  omit  the  calomel,  and 

of  the  right  hand,  about  three  weeks  ^  **'^® 


ago 
Uoi 


The  accident  occurred  from  the  Mist.  Camph.  c.  Tinct  Opli»  gtt  xg. 
blow  of  a  crane,  and  a  contused  wound  quartis  horis;  and  the  blistered  sur- 
of  the  second  and  third  phalanges  was  woe  is  ordered  to  be  dretied  with  an 
the  consequence;  but  we  have  no  me-  ointment  composed  of  Ung.  Cetaoei, 
moraiida  of  the  precise  nature  of  the  Ij.  et  Acetat.  Morph.  gr.  tj.  Some<^ 
injury.  He  continued  to  attend  as  an  ?>«  «wne  ointment  is  to  be  nibbed 
out-patient  at  the  London  Hospital,  into  the  abdomen, 
and  was  apparently  doing  well,  until  August  15th.  —  Somewhat  better; 
about  a  week  since,  wheiK  on  retumin|r  muscles  of  abdomen  and  neck  by  no 
home,  he  complained  of  pain  in  his  means  so  rigid ;  mouth  wery  sore ;  be 
back,  and  suddenly  lost  the  use  of  his  cannot  open  it  to  a  greater  extent  than 
lower  extremities.  He  was  attended  by  yesterday.  He  complains  to-day  of 
a  surgeon  in  the  neighbourhood,  who  great  numbness  of  the  fingere  of  the 
bled  him  largely  twice,  and  ordered  left  hand,  which  cane  on  during  the 
him  some  medicine.  He  states  himself  night ;  but  he  possesses  the  power  of 
that  he  was  no  better  for  the  treatment ;  moving  them.  The  condition  of  the 
but^  the  partial  recovery  of  hb  extre-  wounos  of  his  fingers  is  improTing. 
mities  inciicates  at  any  rate  some  amend-  His  bowels  being  costive,  he  is  to  take 
ment.  He  came  to  the  hospital  again  some  cathartic  medicine,  and  to.  pro- 
yesterday,  and  this  day  I  saw  him,  and  oeed  with  the  mixture  as  before, 
found  him  in  the  following  state  :^-He  It  would  be  tedious  to  continue  the 
was  scarcely  able  to  more  himself,  from  details  of  the  case  frem  day  to  day. 
the  partial  loss  of  the  use  of  his  lower  His  tongue  remained  for  some  time  ex- 
limbs.  His  mouth  was  nearly  closed,  eeedingly  sore.  The  rigidity  of  the 
so  that  he  could  scarcelj^  put  out  the  muscles  of  his  throat  and  jaw  gradually 
tip  of  his  tongue,  the  moring^  powers  of  subsided,  and  he  is  now  enabled  to 
the  lower  jaw  being  excessively  hard,  open  hb  mouth  completely,  but  the 
and  rigidly  contracted.  The  stemo-  •  spastic  state  of  the  abdominal  muscles 
mastoiu  muscles  were  somewhat  stiff,  as  still  continues  in  a  slight  degrre.  He  is 
were  also  the  muscles  in  front,  and  at  enabled  to  walk  about  the  ward,  and  is, 
the  back  of  the  neck.  The  abdominsl  in  fact,  in  a  state  of  complete  conva- 
muscles  were  literally  as  hard  as  a  board,  lescence. 

He  presented  the  indescribable  aspect  of  I  leave  the  case  without  comment,  re^ 

one  affected  with  tetanus,  the  angles  of  marking  only  that  it  is  one  certainly  not 

the  mouth  being  rather  drawn  apart,  of  ordinary  occurrence,  and  one  wliich, 

and  the  muscles  of  the*  face  were  tolera-  perhaps,  some  might  be  disposed  not  to 

biy  well  defined ;  and  erery  now  and  consider  as  a  case  of  tetanus.    I  think, 

then  he  was  irresistibly  led  to  close  his  however,  that  t  am  justified  in  so  deno- 

eyes  spasmodicalljr.    Whilst  be  9^as  in  minatingit. — I  am,  sir, 

the  ward,  and  sitting  on  the  bed-side.  Your  obedient  servant, 

he  was  suddenly  seized  with  a  spasm  of  John  Adams. 

the  muscles  of  the  lower  extremities,  by  ,,  ^^  Brwd-sirtti, 

which  they  were  forcibly  extended,  and  Aug. »,  18m. 
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TREATMENT  OF  CHOLERA  BY       or  three  drops  of  tinct  opit,  will  Assist 
STIMULANTS.  its  retention  on  tlie  stomach ;  but  the  less 

of  this  the  better.    An  enema   of  one 

pint  of  hot  water  (from  100  to  108  deg*.), 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,     thrown  slowly  «p  the  bowels  ereiy  two, 

or  three,  or  four  nours,  will  be  found  to 
Sir,  act  as  a  powerful  stimulant.    The  occa- 

The   disease  which,  for  the  last  two    sioBal  additiMi  here  of  Sm.  or  3j.  tinct 


years,  we  have  had  to  combat  in  an  epi-  •pii;  relieves  the  spasms,  withool  pro- 
demic  form,  has  now  assumed  that  of  duomgr  so  much  stupor  as  when  taken 
the  sporadic ;  and  as  medical  men  ap>  into  the  stomach.  Strong  beef-tea  is  an 
pear  as  much  at  issue  on  its  treatment  useful  acliunct  to  these  remedies,  which, 
as  ever,  I  feel  it  mj  duty  (havinj^  seen  if  sedulously  adopted,  will  produce  re- 
much  of  it)  briefly  to  offer  my  opinion,  action  mare  frequently  thun  any  others  ; 
I  do  so  with  the  less  reserve,  as  the  con-  which  object  being  effected,  the  can- 
elusions  to  which  I  have  arrired  arc  tious  practitioner  will  know  when  to 
strengthened  by  the  practical  remarks  atop,  and  change  them  for  ealomel,  sa- 
of  a  master-wnter*  in  our  profession,  lines,  and  topical  or  even  general  depte- 
which,  though  promulgated  long  before  tion.  It  is  to  the  state  of  coUapoe  I  wish 
the  appearance  of  cholera  in  England,  to  direct  my  observation*  at  present, 
will  be  found  sufficiently  applicable.  Now,  from  whatever  cause  cholera  may 

I  rest  my  claims  to  attention  upon  the  arise,  is  it  not  ''  a  stote  of  prostration 

following  fact$,  copied  from  my  note-  without  r^-^fidon  ?"    "  I  have  called," 

book.  says  Mr.  Travers*,  "  this  state  prostra- 

In  the  first  year  of  the  disease  (1832),  tion,  because  the  term  is  descriptive, 
when  every  new  remedy  incautiously  without  involving  an  hypothesis  to  ex- 
offered  as  a  specific  was  eagerly  tried,  plua  it.  It  is  a  state  not  actually 
out  of  107  easea  of  malignant  cholera,  amounting  to,  but  threatening,  er  nearly 
with  the  ckaraettrieiie  dejectiont  an^  approaching,  a  cessation  of  vital  action." 
collapse,  onfy  23  recovered  —  rather  What  are  the  means  by  which  we 
more  than  one-afth.  The  recpveries  can  hope  to  rally  the  flagging  power, 
were  effected  by  stimulants.  luid  restore  the  natural  harmontea  of  the 

In  the  second  year  (1833),  out  of  41  system  ?    The  state  of  the  circulation 

cases,  all  treated  by  stimulants,  17  re-  inferred  from  the    pulse,    complexion, 

covered --neiir(y  haif.  breathing,  and  temneratnre,  is  our  chief, 

I  need  merely,  in  this  statement,  al-  if  not  our  only  guide.    If  the  shock  be 

lude  to  upwaid^  of  150  cases  of  severe  unattended  by  hsBmorrhage,  and  as  the 

diarrhoea,  almost  approaching  to  cholera,  argument  supposes,  by  lesion  of  any 

all  cured  by  stimulants,  arouAlics,  and  vital  organ,  immediate  or  accessory,  oor- 

chalk.  dial  dnnks,  as  spirituous  and  vinous 

The  treatment  I  have  fbuiMl  success-  liquors  and  compounds,  and  what  are 

fttl,  and  propose  to  adopt,  is  as  follows:  called  diffusible  stimuli,  as  ammonia, 

— When  a  patient  is  seen  in  a  state  of  o^ther,  camphor,  &c.  with  the  aromatic 

collapse,  with  the  chaiacteristic  evacua-  distilled  waters,  and  warm  and  gently 

tions,  and  a  pulse  scarcely,  if  at  all,  per-  stimulating  enemas,  are  the  moat  oh- 

ceptible ;  in  addition  to  tne  extemalap-  ^ious  internal  remediea." 

plications    of  warmth,    mustard  cata-  ^he  above  descr^ttion  of  prostration 

pksms,  and  friction,  one  table-spoonful  wanU  but  few  symptoms  to  make  it  the 

of  a  mixture  like  the  foUowing  should  collapse  of  cholera.    The  treatment  will 

be  given  every  ten  minutes  or  quarter  of  ^c  illustrated  in  the  following  case, 
an  nour ;  alternating  it  widi  port*wine 

or  brandy  ad  lihitum.  About  three  o'clock  on  Monday,  Au- 

_^-^.         .«        «       «,»  ffust  26,  1834,  a  poor  woman  brought 

^£^K^n  AromatSss.;  Spt  .Ether,  g^^  litde   giri,    aged   four  years.  In- 

f"P  M^*";??''  SP*A«mon.Arom.  ^  ^^   DiTpensary,   with    the  fo  low. 

Sbs. ;  Mist  ?^amphor.  Jv.  ft  mistur.  ^^g^^^J^^ , -Constant   vomiting ; 

The  addition  of  Spt  Lavand.  Co.,  or  deadly    cold    skin;    countenance    col- 

Tinct.  Cardam.  Co.,  or  01.  Menib.  Pip.  lapsea ;  eyes  sunk ;  pulse  scarcely  per- 

will  be  beneficial ;  and  occasionally  two  ceptible  at  the  wrist    She  had  not  been 

*  Mr.  Trarer*  on  Constitutional  IrrlUtion.  •  On  Comtltatlonkl  Irrltallvn,  p.  4ft4* 
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in  the  laboratory  many  minutes  before  PUERPERAL  PERTTONmS, 
she  bad  passed  a  cbaracteristic    rice- 
water  dejection :  indeed,  the  symptoms  ^^tb  somb  anohai^ous  circumstances, 
came  on  so  severely,  I  expected  to  see  tbbminating  fatally. 
her  expire  in  her  mother's  arms.    The 
child  was  attacked  suddenly  at  ten  in  ' 

the  morning.     I  gave  a  teaspoonful  of  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 

toe  mixture  above  prescribed  every  ten 

minutes,  and  sent  the  child  home,  ac-  Sir, 

eompanied  by  my  young  friend,  Mr.  Should  yon  consider    the    followinff 

J.  Brett,  who  administered  the  same  case  as  sufficiently  interesting  to  merit 

doses  alternately,  with  a  teaspoonful  of  »  place  in  your  columns,  may  I  request 

port  wme,  until  half-past  four,  when  the  favour  of  its  insertion. 

reaction  was  commencing.    At  six  (three  j  remain  sir 

hours  after  I  first  saw  iQ  the  chUd  waa  Your  obedient  serVant, 

situng  up  m  bed  playing.  T.  Ooiee  Ward,  M.D. 

The  next  day,  August  26th,  the  se-  «.    .    ^       „       ,  .««. 

cretions  were  restored.    The  child  had  »»"»»»«»>•».  S'P^-  h  1834. 

passed  urine  for  the  firat  time  for  twenty.  ^^    Burrows,    Ball  Street,  «t.   19, 

four  houis   and  indeed  it  was  couva-  ^^^  ^„j  ^^^       '„^^3,  l,^^,^  "^^^  ^^^ 

lescent,  without  so  much  febrile  excite-  ^^^f^^^  ^„  'the,lUh  ultimo  with  her 

ment  as  I  expected.  ^^^  ^^j,j      T^^*  j^^^^  ^^  8o  easy, 

Mr.  Travers  continues  further  on  :^  ^^^  j^e  child  was  bom  before  the  sur' 

«  No  nu«e  can  be  Qualified  to  super-  ^eon  arrived.    She  continued  perfectly 

intend,  or  at  least  to  direct  the  ad mmis-  ^^^^  ^,i  ^^  ^q^^  ^^       ^^  ^^  ^        ^^^^ 

tration  of  the  stimulus.    It  is  the  devo-  complained  of  chilliness,  want  of  appc 

tion  of  a  few  hours  to  the  life  of  a  fel-  ^^^  *;„j        ^^ j  feverishness.           *  ^ 

low-creature*.  _                         ,    ,  ,.  .    When   Mr.   Porter,   the  surgeon    in 

Again:      It  is  idly  premature  to  Udk  •attendance,  saw  her,  she  was  Tying  on 

*^?^  the    secretions.      Medicines   di-  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^j^^  ^^^  ',        stretched  out. 

rected  to  this  object  cannot  act  bene-  complaining  only  of  chilliness  and  gel 

ficially  in  sueh  a  stote  of  the  nervous  ^^^  J  „„easTne8s:  There  was  no  sickness 

system,  if,  as  I  much  doubt,  they  act  „ or  pain  in  any  part  of  the  abdomen  on 

at  all     Itis,be8ides   of  importance  to  ^^^     nor    any   distention    of  the 

avoid  nutting  anj  thing  into  the  sto-  [,^^^j     '^,,j^^  ^/^             ^^^  „^t  ^_ 

mach  but  what  is  essential  to  support  ^^^       j^^    secretioi    of  milk    had 

the  faultennr  action  of  the  heart  and  ^^^      ^^^    ^^^     ,^^^.^    continued, 

diaphragm.    Since  it  is  upon  the  sto-  pj^  ^    moderately  strong;   tongue 

mach  we  place  our  chief  reliance,  we  brownish                                 © '         » 

should  enaeavour  by  eveir  means  to  ,*,.".               a.»*.  ^-n       i_ 

keep  it  in  temper."  ^  t^T^T''^        ^              ^^ 

I  will  not   occupy   your  pages    bv 

extracting  more  from  a  work,  to  which  19th. — Passed  a  good  nif^ht ;   much 

I  refer  your  readers ;   trusting  I  have  better ;  bowela  ojien ;  no  pain  in  abdo- 

quoted  enough  in  confirmation  of  my  men  on  pressure ;  tongue  cleaner,  red 

own  facts  to  prove  that  the  more  ra-  at  the  edges ;  pulse  as  before, 

tional  our  treatment  in  this,  as  well  as  30th.-^The  same  state, 

in  every  other  disease,  the  more  success-  21sL— A  great  deal  better ;  the  milk 

fill  will  be  the  result.  had  retumeo. 

I  am   sir  ^^' — ^Continucd  bettor. 

Your  obedient  serrant,  23d,  Noon.- Some  pain  above  pubes 

Daniel  Norton  Stable.  on  pressure,  which  had  come  on  about 

twenty  minutes  before,  and  which  was 

M*AW *  DUpenuory,  almost  immediately  removed  by  fomen- 

'Augui^^'issIT'  '  totions.   In  other  respects  she  was  much 

the  same. 


24lh. — Last  night,  at  10  p.m.,  a  most 
On  ConaiUutionai  irriuuon,  p.  469,  profuse  diarrhoea  came  on,  which  lasted 

till  6  A.M.,  when  it  abated,  and  from 

tJiis  time  till  9  p.m.  she  had  only  three 
moliuiia.    At  half-past  10  p.m.  1  found' 
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her  lying'  on  ber  side,  with  her  knees  to  warrant  the  latter  supposition ;  bat 

drawn  up  in  an  easy  posture ;   belly  if  so,  the  absence  of  pain  is  rendered 

tympanitic,  but  with  no  pain  on  pres-  still  more  extraordinary,  besides  that  it 

sure;    hands  cold  and  clammy;    face  is  rare  for  diarrhcea  lo  supervene  tilt  the 

pale  and  haffsmrd ;  eyes  staring;  tongue  close  of  the  complaint;  and  this  idea 

dry,  with  black  sordes  on  teeth  and  would  not  account  for  the  febrile  state 

gums ;  ^reat  thirst ;  respiration  hurried,  of  the  five  previous  days, 
ut  not  difficult ;  pulse  just  perceptible,  Another  source  of  difficulty,  in  form- 
but  countless  from  its  rapiditv.  Tnougb  ing  a  correct  diagnosis,  arose  from  the 
rather  delirious, she  answered  rational^;  consideration  of  the  prevalence  of  lever 
and  I  learnt  that  there  had  been  a  little  in  this  town  at  the  present  time,  which, 
delirium  at  night  throughout  the  course  in  the  cases  I  have  witnessed,  has  pro- 
of the  disease.  The  stools  she  had  ceeded  gradually  till  diarrhoea  or  pneu* 
passed  were  dark  and  offensive.  As  she  monia  has  thrown  the  patient  at  onee 
was  evidently  sinking  fast,  I  merely  into  a  state  of  prostration.  The  former 
ordered  food  and  stimulants.  She  died  of  these  (diarrhcea)  has  been  and  is  still 
at  seven  next  morning.  so  prevalent  in  this  part  of  the  kingdom, 
InapectioHf  twelve  hours  afitr  death,  that  I  have  been  informed  that  in  some 
—Epigastric  region  still  quite  warm ;  places  a  fourth  of  the  population  have 
tympanitis ;  lungs  healthy,  with  old  been  attacked,  and  several  deaths  have 
adhesions  at  upper  and  back  part  of  the  occurred.  Mr.  Porter,  while  attending 
right ;  no  effusion  in  the  chest ;  heart  another  case  (of  fever  and  diarrhcea, 
faMlthy ;  whole  surface  of  peritoneum  of  with  pain  over  the  uterus  after  delivery) 
a  rosy  hue ;  shreds  of  lymph,  recently  with  me  this  morning,  mentioned  a  third 
effused,  filled  up  all  the  angles  of  the  in  which  pain  came  on  in  the  left  in- 
viscera;  about  twelve  ounces  of  straw-  guinal  region  in  the  same  insidioos  man. 
coloured  rather  opaque  fluid  in  cavity  of  ner;  but  it  was  removed  by  fomenta- 
the  abdomen ;  peritoneal  covering  of  the  tions,  and  the  fever  cut  short  by  ftvely 
uterus  pink,  but  the  colour  did  not  ex-  leeching  the  part. 

tend  deeper  into  the  substance  of  the     _.— ._^___ 

organ ;  broad  li^ments  and  ovaries  of  — — — -^— ^- 

a  deep  red  ;  interior  of  uterus  lined  widi  note  on  thb 

bloodf  (lochia),    and  some  vegetations  ,  .. 

where  the  plaienta  had  been  attached ;  MODE   IN   WHICH  THE   UTERUS 
uterus  about  five  inches  square,  and  its        CONTRACTS  Ama  DELIVERY, 
parietes  three-quarters  of  an  incn  tibick;  no.         ilm         w^ 

bowel,  disteikred  with  «r.  but  Toid  of  .  "' fV^,""  ".^'"fl"'-®- 

'**'*••  In  LWerpool. 

Remarks.— In  the  works  of  Hey, 

Oooch,  Lee,  and  Marshall  Hall,  in  the  In  the  40th  of  his  excellent  lectures,  at 

Cyclopaedia,  on    the   inflammation  of  page  740  of  this  volume.  Dr.  F.  H. 

the  peritoneum  after  delivery,  pain  is  Kamsbotham,   sneaking'  of  hour-glasa 

always  mentioned  as  being  present  in  a  contraction  of  the  uterus,  declares  his 

greater  or  less  deg^e;  and  by  the  last-  conviction  of  its  extreme  infrequency, 

named  author  it  is  considered   as  the  and  that  in  reputed  cases  of  that  nature 

only  pathognomonic  nittn  of  that  dis-  **  the  contraction  of  the  uterus,  indeed, 

ease.  Andral,  also,  and  the  other  French  is  of  the  globular  kind ;  that  its  whole 

writers,  speak  of  pain  as  being  the  most  cavity  is  considered  the  upper  chamber; 

prominent  symptom  of  peritonitis ;   and  the  os  uteri  being  taken  for  the  constric- 

when  conioined  with  tension  of  the  ab-  tion  of  the  een^  fibres  of  the  body, 

domen  (also  absent  till  just  at  the  ter-  and  the  dilated  vagina,— having  in  it  a 

mination  of  this  case),  as  forming  its  coagulum  of  blood, — for  the  lower  cham- 

surest  diagnostic  mark.    It  may,  there*  ber.^'    This  opinion,  however,  is  stated 

fore,  be  a  question,  when  the  inflamma-  to  be  in  opposition  to  that  of  Mr.  Bums, 

tion  of  the  peritoneum  commenced — Was  who,  in  treating  of  haemorrhage  after 

it  on  the  16th,  when  the  first  febrile  delivery,    thus  expresses     himself:  — 

symptoms  appeared  ?— or  was  it  at  noon  "  Generally  a  cireular  band  of  fibres 

of  the  23rd,  at  which  time  pain  was  first  contracts  spasmodically  about  the  upper 

experienced  ?    The  eflTused  lymph  was  part  of  the  cervix  uteri,  enclosing  the 

quite  recent  mongh  in  iU  appearance  placeuU  above  it,  whilst  the  rest  of  the 
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fibres  become  relaxed.    This  has  been  one  of  wfaicb  may  contain  the  placenta, 

called,  though  not  Fen'  autly,  the  hour-  while  the  other,  furmed  bv  the  cavity  ot' 

fflass  uterus;  and  if  I diu  not  know  the  the  cervix   uteri,  may  either  be  filled 

hazard  of  establishing  a  general  rule,  with  coagula,  or,  as  (requeutly  happens, 

I  would  say,  that  in  almost  every  in-  remain  flaccid  and  empty, 
stance  this  contraction  takes  place.    I       Lirerpooi,  Aug.  ao.  1884. 
have  scarcely  ever  introduced  the  hand 

into  the  uterus,  in  a  case  of  flooding,  — 

without  meeting  with  it,  whether  the 

placenU  bad  or  had  not  been  expelled."  ANALYSES  and  NOTICES  of  BOOKS. 

There  is  a  fact,  not,  I  believe,  ge-  

Berally    known,  with    regard    to    the  ., ,,.  .  .     x  „ 

mannXr    in    irkSnk   tk^  nforne  «i.*...Mill^  "  L'Aoteur  ■«  tne  4  allonger  ce  que  le  lecleur  ie 

manner  m  Hnicft  tue  uterus  naturally  tuek*bi^ger."-i)»ALKlB««T. 

contracts  alter  disburdening  itself  of 

the  fcetus,  which,  applied    to  the   dis-  '  ""^^ 

crepancy  in  question,  will  go  far  to-  The   Dublin  Practice  of  Midwifery, 

wards  shewing  that  it  is  rather  seem-        By  Henry   Maunsell,  M.D.,  Ac- 

ing  than  real;  that  proper  hour-glass        coucheur  to  the  Wellegley  Female  In- 

contraction    is,    as    Dr.    Ramsbotham        ttitution.  Lecturer  on  Midwifery,  l^c. 

rufKt;r^o„"o7*th"e"2i?si>Lt  T«"-  -  *•?^  -» ^  /»-«« i»  »>« 

the  upper  part  of  the  cervix,  is,  as  Mr.  W':'^  c-ni^ement  manual  for  sludente. 

Bora;!de.iribes,  rery  fr.quent.    Every  l\"'/t^'^-7J"*^l^  ""''P'j'  't* 

.„.«„-.:.>  L„»„I  .1..;  .!.„_...: *•  .i/.  defect  of  a  suitable  work  to  occupv  the 

's  leisure  in 

d    for    this 

divided  by  k  contrition  of  the  oi«in;  "  "5?°"  peculiarly  qualified  by  its  com- 

eooaidaiible  enough,  intemallv,  to  ^'  "^f^'?"*    T"    1^*  T**?*"  *'"''""'! 

duoe  what  has  b5n  often  calfed  the  m  ''?..*'"  !»~' "«»«fi'l  '»^f^^  connected 

intenium  uteri.    The  distinctness,  how.  T"*    ^w^^'^jy    ?««'•<».,  cj>nnnenc- 

ever.  of  the  cavities,  disappears  under  '"«  7"^   "l  «'<»«:'Pt«>«?  ^J  ^'^   ?•"* 

gcMtion,  and  the  whole  uterus  then  ^o""*"*^.  descnbingr  the  dnUea  ol"  tfie 

foima  but  one  spheroidal  cavity ;  but  as  ««>"«»'«'»'.  "n  »«''n«'7  *»<>  ««'~<"?i  • 

soon  as  the  leiovalof  the  ^tendine  «»y.o^ons    and  concludmjr  with 

causes  allows  the  uterus  to  contract,  it  at  P^'<^  7»«'k».  on  the  maladies  and 

once  nscovei.,  in  a  gieat  degree,  iu  ori-  *f«dento  belonging  to   the  naerperal 

ginal  shape;  two  f avities  SgTi'n  exist,  '^*f-    T«.e  style  is  plain    and  without 

ha  they  are  divided  by  that  contraction  P'*'*'^'^  ^  W  tt™* .  •""  I'i''''^    ^^ 

of  the  ^  internum  uteft,  perfecUy  natu-  f."  ^rlad  to  find  that  the  author  ias  had 

»d  and  normal,  indeed,  iircbaracter,  but  t^e  good    sense    to   eschew  a  I  those 

to  which  the  ;ame  of  hour-glass  ion-  «'«'!'•/■«•"""«»  f.»"»"'^.  obftetncal  terms, 

traction,   as  denoting  a  preternatural  "'"''''  "f  ~>  disgustingly  ndiCulous  in 

state,  has  been  in  e™r  io  constanUy  »*""*  °'«^«'"'  """"'•'*• 

applied.    The  statement  of  Mr.  Bums  

is  therefore  correct  as  to  the  fact,  but  m^trations  of  the  Effect,  of  Pouont. 
rocorrect  as  to  the  cause  assigned  for  It,        B„   o.    L.-^Ro«PKtL,  Mi^D.      The 

-«l."l  K°    S""%!  "'  "1"""  T'"^        P^f"  A*^  original  Drau>ina.,  by 

3»  !!ff„^L'?L""'™"-^  ''"  °^  """-        Andrew  M.  M'Whinnie.  M.fe.ci 
traction  in  tne  part.  Part  TI 

The  statement  of  Dr.  Ramsbotham  as 

to  4he  rarity  of  inordinate  contraction  of  In  nuticiug  Part  I.  of  Dr.  RoupcIPs 

the  circular  fibres  of  the  body  of  the  Illustrations,  we  observed  that  a  great 

uterus,  while  those  of  the  fundus  and  desideratum  in  the  study  of  pathological 

cervix  are  relaxed,  is  also  correct,  and  appearances  was  likely  to  be  supplied 

not  at  variance   with    the    remark  of  by  this  work  ;  and  we  are  glad  to  find 

Bums ;  but  he  has  evidently  fallen  into  that  the  present  fasciculus  is  fully  equal 

error,    by  overlooking  the  usual  and  to,  if  it  does  not  surpass,  the  first.    The 

healthy  action  of  the  intemal  os  uteri,  plates  now  published  exhibit  vividly— 

This  it  is  which  divides  the  upper  part  1,  the  effects  of  concentrated  sulphuric 

of  the  genital  canal  into  two  cnambers,  acid  taken  into   the  stomach ;    2,  the 

353.~xiv.  3  G 
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effects  of  a  dose  of  oxalic  acid ;  3,  the  railed,    so    far    as    the    fundamenUl 

morbid  appearances  in  the  stomach  of  point  of  the   absolute  necessity  of  re- 

a   dog  poisoned   with   coirosive  subli-  ^^^  ^f  ^^^  description  or  other  is 

mate :  and,  4,  the  effects  of  alcohol  on  -^  ,      tt         n  j  •     ♦•  r 

Se  mucous  m'embrane.  This  last  would  concerned.     Here  all  denominations  of 

make  an  excellent  frontispiece  for  the  medical  politicians  may  be  considered  as 

volume  on  dram-drinking,  contemplated  of  one  mind— from  the  most  pertinacioiis ' 

bv  the  parliamentary  drunkenness  com-  co„ger?ative  to  the  most  reckless  radi- 
mittee.     It  represents  the  stomach  of  a  ^^  ^^   ,^^ 

doir,  to  which  an  ounce  of  rectified  spi-  *-*' »  "*  ^'^"^  »       -      . ,  ,         j 

ritrdiluted  with  an  ounce  of  water,  had  from  the  piles  of  evidence  heaped  up 

been  administered.     The  greater  por-  before  us,  and  which   we  hare  scruti- 

tion  of  the  organ  is  in  a  state  of  intense  ^-^^j  ^jti,  |,o  ordinary  care,  there   is 
deep-crimson  vascularity.  ^  .^         ^^j^^  dissentient 

As  to  the  style  of  execution  of  the  "'"' ""  "^  j   i    .      . 

plates  before  us,  nothing  of  the  kind  from  the  generally  expressed  desire  to. 

can  be  better :  they  are  more  like  origi-  effect  a  fitting  change  in  the  constitution 

nal  drawings  than  impressions  from  ^f  ^^  profession.  In  deUils,  there  are 
copper  or  stone;  and  in  the  colouring,      ^  wide  and  almost  irreconcileable 

the  greatest  pains  seem  to  have  been  "'*;"  ,    u  *  _i- 

taken  to  render  the  work  what  it  should  differences  of  sentiment ;  but,  regarding 

be—an  exact  represenUtion  of  nature,  the  subject  as  a  whole— the  great  aim 

To  medical  junsts    these  illustrations  ^f  which  is  to  establish  a"new  and  im-^ 

must  be  exceedingly  valuable.  ^^^^^^  standard  of  qualification  for  en- 

^  tering  the  profession,  and  maintaining 

rank  in  it* all  are  agreed. 

MEDICAL  GAZETTE.  Let  us  see  what   says  the  learned 

.     «  ,o«^  president  himself  of  the  College  of  Pby- 

Saturday,  September  6, 1834.  '^_^^^  ^^  ^.^  p^.^^     ^^^  ^^.^^^^  ^^ 

Sir  Henry  Halford  is  voluminous,  and 

"  Lfcet  omnlbo*.  lle«l  etlim  mlhf,  dignitatem  A^m^t^  ti>(»hni<*al^n»lBtina'  tn 

Ariit  Mtdiem  tueri ,  poterta.  modo  veniendi  In  m  a  great  degree  teclinicai^reianng  to 

publicum  kit,  dicendi  pericaiam  non  recuao."  ^g  duties  and  prerogatives  of  the  College 

'*'*     *  officers:  enough,  however,  has  been  el i- 

^„„^„   ^^,  cited  from  him  to  show  how  stronglv 

'^"""^rmT-TRrloRM  --  "e  h«   felt  the    expedJenc/of 

MEDICAL  REFORM.  ^^^^     Sir  Hemy  has  for  some  Ume 

We  have  so  fully  and  freely  expressed  ^^^j^  known  to  have  entertained  ideas 
our  opinions  regarding  medical  reform,  ^f  reforming,  so  far  as  his  jurisdic- 
that  it  must  be  needless,  even  if  we  ^jj,^,  ^„j  influence  extend,  the  corporate 
were  so  inclined,  to  recur  to  the  subject  y^^^y  ^^^^  which  he  presides.  We  have 
in  order  to  state  once  again  what  are  1,5^  ],g^  publicly  referring  to  transac- 
our  views.  Our  readers,  we  fancy,  will  ^j^^^g  ^^^  measures  discussed  in  the  Col- 
be  much  better  pleased  to  gather  for  j^^  ^^j^p  ],ig  sanction.  AfVer  being 
themselves,  from  the  documents  which  questioned  at  great  length  on  points 
we  shall  submit  to  their  notice,  how  far  connected  with  the  office  of  President, 
those  opinions  are  supported  by  the  best  ^j^^  examination  suddenly  turning  on 
authorities  who  have  since  been  exa-  ^1,^  subject  of  education,  Sir  Henry 
mined  before  the  ParliamenUry  Com-  ^j^^  ^j^^  answers  to  the  following 
mittee.     Never,  perhaps,  was  there   a  questions:— 

great  question  like  this,  involving  the        ,  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^    .^  ^^^^^  ^^ 

interests  and  feelings  of  so  large  and  consideration  of  the  College  for  regulat- 

respectable  a  portion  of  the  community,  in^  the  period  and  course  of  study  to  be 

on  which  so  much  unanimity  has  pre-  pursued  in  future  by  persons  applying 
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(br  the  licence  of  the  College  ?— There  cation,  which  would  chiefly  enable  the 

have.  student  to  learn  his  profession  in  Lon- 

'*  Are  there  no  doubts  whether  the  don,  and  to  come  to  the  coUeg-e  to  be 

Collegfe  possesses  the  power  or  not  to  examined  for  a  licence  to  practise.  That 

exact  this  course  of  study  ? — No ;  there  has  been  considered  the  great  object. 
ia  no  doubt  about  that,  I  believe.  "  Did  jou  also  discuss  in  that  com- 

"  You  think  it  expedient  to  enjoin  a  mittee  the  proposition  of  throwing  open 

period  and  a  course  of  study  from  all  the  election,  and  removing  the  disquali- 

who  come  to  solicit  the  licence  ?— 1  think  fications  which  have  been  adverted  to  in 

it  is  necessary  now,  particularly  from  the  the  course  of  this  examination  ?—  Chiefly 

improved  knowledge  of  the  dav,  that  we  medical  education, 
should  increase  the  claims  of  in  forma*        '*  The  matters  discussed  before  that 

tion.  committee  will  appear  upon  the  minutes 

"  You  say,  **now,  particularly  from  of  their  proceedmgs? — I   suppose  so; 

the  improved  knowledge  of  the  day;"  but  I  am  not  the  secretary, 
do  you  mean  that  medical  men  now'are        '*  Who  is  the  secretary  of  that  com- 

better   informed  than    they  were ?^ I  mittee?  —  I  think    the  registrar,   Dr. 

think  so.  Hawkins. 

"  Are  you  of  opinion  that   the  im-        "  What  has  been  the  fate  of  the  pro* 

provement  is  not  confined  to  physicians,  positions    recommended    by    the   com- 

Dut  extends  to  the  humbler  g^des  of  mittee? — The  propositions  recommended 

the  profession  ? — Yes.  by  the  committee  have  not  been  finally 

'*  You  think  it  therefore    necessary  adopted ;  they  have  been  only  discussed ; 

that  physicians  should  keep  pace  with  because  I  think  the  College  judged  very 

this  great  improvement  ?— Yes ;  I  think  rij^htly,  that  whatever  alteration  they 

we  should  enlarge  our  claims  for  know-  might  make  now  in  their  laws,  might  be 

ledge.  supposed  to  be  the  efl'ect  of  fear  and  in- 

**  In  what  state  of  progress  are  those  timidation,    but   they  have  not  given 

new  propositions;   have  they  been  sub-  them  up  ;  they  began  them  three   or 

mitted  to  the  College  for  consideration  ?  four  years  ago. 

—Yes ;  and  have  passed  three  times.''  "  Were     not    certain     proposition^ 

.  .  .        I.         1  hrought  forward  lately  which  were  ne- 

Kespecting  the  propositions  here  al-  gatived?— They  were  not  negatived; 

luded  to,  we  have  further  information  in  uey  were  only  postponed, 
the  evidence  of  Dr.  Macmichael,  from        "  S*^  *'«  .'^— No,  not  #ijie  die, 

which  we  take  the  following  extract:-  ^."  ?«^  "*y,  ^^f*  ^^  *»"«  Kf/«™ 

^  Bill  been  read  ?~I  beg  to  say,  that  I 

"  Have  any  propositions  for  those  re-  have  given  my  faith  not  to  reveal  the 

forms  been  brought  forwaid  for  discus-  secrets  of  the  college.— I  can  only  say 

sion  in  the  College,  since  the  question  several  times;  I  cannot  say  how  often, 
of  medical  reform  has  been  agitated  by         "    Have    not    certain    propositions, 

the  public  ?— Yes,  for  two  or  three  years  which  have  been  brought  forward,  been 

before  that,  it  had  been  talked  of  rejected ;   not   those  on  medical    edu* 

"  When  did   the   reform   committee,  cation,     but     certain     other    proposi. 

if  it  may  be  so  described,  begin  to  sit?  tions?— There   has   been  a   great  di- 

—  I  do  not  recollect  precisely,  but  some  versity  of  opinion  on  certain  poinU ; 

time  ago.  some   of  the  proposals  have  been  re- 

"  Are  you  a  member  of  the  reform  jected,   but  the  precise  points   I  can- 
committee  ?— Yes.  not  say." 

•*  Have  the  committee  kept  minutes        t>.*        .        ^ctt         xrir-i 

of  their  prt>ceedings  ?-I  think  so.  _^"*  ^  '«*""'  ^  Sir  Henry  Halford. 

"  At  what  periods  have  the  various  PresenUy,  after  the  above  questions,  we 

clauses  of  the  Reform  Bill  been  dis-  find  the  examination  proceeding  to  the 

cussed  ?— I  understood  the  questions  to  following  most  important  subject  :— 
refer  to  the  new  curriculum ;   that  has 

been  much  discussed.  "  Are  you  of  opinion  tiiat  there  should 

**  Will  you  inform  the  Committee  to  be  in   liondon,  as  being  the  first  me- 

what  objects  the  attention  of  the  reform  dical  sc1um4  m  the  country,   from  its 

committee  has  been  directed  ?— To  the  large  hospitals,  in  which  every  form  of 

drawing  out  a  scheme  for  medical  edu-  disease  is  sure  to  occur,  some  authority 
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empowered  to  flrrant  medical  degrees  ?  gree  ;*  which  will  be  absolutely  nece^- 

— 1  am  firmly  of  opinion  that  is  neces-  sary,  if  the  College  of  Phjrsicians  had 

sarj  at  this  time  of  day  P  not  the  power  of  granting  the  d^^rees. 

^  What  is  the  constitution  that  jou  We  ask  for  no  extension  of  any  au* 

are  disposed  to  recommend  for  such  a  thority,  nor  of  the  power  we  have  at 

board  or   body,    empowered  to  grant  present.    We  have  determined  that  a 

degrees  ? — It  appears  to  me   that  the  person  shall  come  here,  and  present  bis 

best  and  most  eflectual  of  the  plans  pro-  certificates  of  fiwe  rears'  attendance  at 

fosed  would  be,  to  give  the  College  of  the  Tarious  hospitals,  a  course  of  ana. 
Physicians  the  power  of  granting  that  tomy  and  botany,  and  so  on.  What 
medical  distinction ;  for,  from  what-  are  we  to  call  him,  when  we  have  exa- 
ever  nart  of  the  world  persons  come,  mined  him  ?  We  cannot  call  him  doc- 
they  nave  no  right  to  practise  without  tor,  though  he  is  from  thenceforth  M.D. 
the  sanction  of  the  College.  When  the  to  all  intents  and  purposes.  We  hare 
CoUege  has  granted  .its  licence,  let  it  nothing  to  do  but  to  annul  the  statute 
have  the  power  of  granting  also  the  which  requires  two  years  to  have  been 
title.  With  regard  to  any  private  spent  at  a  university,  and  then  we  can 
schools,  it  would  be  wrong  to  lodge  it  examine  on  the  certificates.  The  Col- 
there  ;  there  would  be  a  competition  for  lege  of  Physicians  ask,  therefore,  no 
the  maximum  of  acquirement  in  the  mi-  extension  of  authority  in  asking  that 
iiimum  of  time.  Any  one  of  ihe  schools  power ;  and,  I  have  reason  to  believe, 
should  be  considered  as  a  particular  col-  the  universities  have  no  objection  to 
lege.  If  you  were  to  grant  that  par-  that.'' 
ticular  college  the  university  honours, 

or  to  all  the  colleges  the  power  of  grant-  The  triple  Board  is  again  suggested 

ing  degrees,  they  would  have  the  cog-  to  Sir  Henry  in  a  subsequent  question. 


of 

Av  wouiu  ere™  »uci.  jiu  .ou^  w  ro  en-  proctitioneii,  to  examine  all  parties  who 

danger  the  respectobility  of  the  profes-  ^^^^  ^^^  ^  ^^           inasmucK  as  apothe- 

sion.     Our  business  is    not  to  <«ach  ^^  may  b?  supposed  to  know  much 

physic,  but  to  find  out  the  qualifications  n^ore  of  pharmacy,  and  surgeons  much 

•'^^SSL'l'*^ '?''*' "^^  ^"^^b  1,       u  more  of  surgery:  than  physicians  onii- 

What  induc^  you  to  think  such  ^^^j    do.^-kot  for  the*d6ctorate;  per- 

a  power  would  be  best  lodged  in  the    u *':* u  i_  j^:— ui-  ♦*  ™iL  - 


abuse.    %  giving  their  own  pupds  the  and  that  those  who  wish  to  be  surgeons 

degrees,  thev  would  pt  a  arpacqutti-  ^^^^jj  y^  examined  by  the  College  of 

tionof  pupils;  but  It  woiJdfc  111  their  Surgeons,  but   let  the^general  p^cti- 

power  to  Miy  /  We  wdl  be  content  with  ^^„^  ^;^^  j^j^^f  aminable  to  a  ge- 

less  qualificatoon.'          ^            ^  ^^^  B^„j^  .^ ^^^  p,^.^ « 

"  You  are  not  in  favour  of  a  Board,  ^e  are  tempted  to  give  one  more  er- 
consisting  of  physicians,  surgeons,  and  ^     ^  r        o'tt        i        -j                'a 
apothecaries,  to  examine  in  their  several  ^''^  ^»'«'»  ^ir  Henry's  evidence,  as  it 
departments  of  medicine  ?^I    should  serves  to  shew  his  sentiments  still  fur- 
not  object  to  there  being  a  Board  of  ther  on  the  necessity  for  grades  in  the 
that  description  to  license  genenl  p«c-  profession  :— 
titioners,  but  not  physicians.    The  Col- 
lege asks  for  no  extension  of  power.  "  Do  you  think,  that  considering  the 
Under    those    circumstances,    it  they  numbers  of  those  for  whom  the  general 
choose  to  say,  *  We  will  not  expect  a  practitioner  practises,  it  is  of  more  con- 
degree,  but  only  certificates  of  atten-  sequence  that  he  should  be  well  edu« 
dance  on  certain  lectures ;  we  will  then  cated  than  the  physician  ?--No. 
examine  you ;  we  will  not  ask  for  a  de-  **  You  must  be  aware  that  the  num- 
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her  of  patients  for  whom  the  general         On  the  subject  of  the  connexion  be- 

practitioner    prescribes  is  roach  larger  tween  the     English     UuiTcrsities   and 

thantfiosc  for  whom  the  physician  pre-  ^^^  College  of  Physicians,  the  learned 

scnbes  r— Yes ;  but  there  are  persons  „.,"*.         .    "^  ,  , 

who  will  not  appreciate  those  advan-  President  is  copious ;  and  we  are  rather 

tages ;  the  multitude  will  not.  disposed  to  smile  when  we  observe  how 

**  It  is  an  object  to  secure  the  atten-  strongly  he  upholds  the  exceeding  good- 

dance  of  well-qualified  men  on  the  pub-  „^,,  ^f  y,^  education  in  physic  given 
lie  in  general  r— Undoubtedly.  r\  r   a       in      u-j 

»  Tte  object  being  tbe  public  good,  »'  O**^"*  "•«•  Cambridge, 
is  it  not  hiehly  desirable  tnat  this  pre-        ..  t       a  ««     «*  *j  a        j* 

limioHy  knowledge  shall  be  extended  ^.  "»*  P"*"*  *"*"*■»"  ?«"««  ^  medi- 

also  to  the  lower  ^de  of  piactitionen?  "'  «•"«••»»  /^ .»''«  Scotch  Univemi- 


particular  circumstances,  cannot  be  ex-  .  *  u  *i.     r  ^u  ^      „-i't       ii    j 

Jected  to  have  bent  their  mind,  to  those  ^"   '^Jf  *h.jl  ^^1  y^^J^jA^ 

Sthstruse  inquiries  that  would  enter  the  ?,?*:!!*  if'' 'J^.tS^.Ti^fn^S^iZ'Tl,: 

mind  of  a  pV-an.  -nd  it  is  not  abso-  g„";Uf  u'nCt?  '£!^JTZ\tt 

''Vn.r  shou^ld  it  be.neces,..^  U.  a  Sr-nTeSSgi^P  ?±rr "^ 
physician,   who   is   pnncipally  called        .J  ^  ^^  y^^  ,» ^^  ^^^  ,,^  j       j^ 

upon  to  prescribe  for  the  nch    and  not  f  ^  ^  Q^f^^  ^  Cambridge 

extend  it  to  those  who  pre»cnbe  for  the  j   .  j       ^      f  ^       » 

poor?-It  IS  .mpracticable  to  obtain  it;        ^       ^^  ^   y^  univereities;  thai 

there  IS  a  number  of  practitioners  want-  conseaueutJv  manv  subiects  treated  in 

ed,  and  there  are  men  who  cannot  afford  j^j^y-J^^  ^  ,,jj  ^J       be  so  fully 

funds  to  procure  this  kind  of  informa-  investigated  as  the  foimer?-  Let  thi 
tion.    Physicians  will  not  »«  prevailed  ^0*  merit  as  a  place  of  teaching  at 

upon  to  expend  pounds  upon  their  edu-  ^'^  g^j^^  unirereities  be  what  it  will, 

cation,  when  they  are  to  expect  to  k-  ^^^  ^     ^^^^^  gwduates  go  there;  so  that 

ceive  only  pence  in  return."  ,  ^„^Kj  ^  "jj^  ^^,^^  j^*  Pillows  of  the 

Sir  H.  Halford,  in  another  part  of  hin  College  (those  who  come  to  be  candidates 

evidence,  expresses  himself  strongly  in  i"  onlcr  to  be  fellows  hereafter,)  have 

ft,our  of  the  ^nend  p«ctitioner  being  :;i5%t'r  E^ftnteffi'hi";, 

paid  by   fees  for  his  time  and  trouble,  besides  that  of  the  preliminary  edu- 

rather  than  by  the  amount  of  his  bill  for  cation." 

medicines  prescribed.  '  Xo  this  and  other  poinU  we  may  have 

'*  Do  you  approve  of  the  practice  of  occasion  hereafter  to  refer :  at  present 

pajrinff  apoAecaries  by  the  amount  of  y^e  wish   to  confine  ourselves    to  the 

their  bills  for  medicines,  and  not  for  •  .j:^.**  „„  «r  .  „*«««^  j^-     r       r 

their  attendance  ?-No;  I  set  my  face  "»d'^'»«»«  «/  »  »*«>»?  ^^''^  for  reform 

very  much  against  that ;  I  had  rather  manifested  by  parties  commonly  sup- 

they  were  paid  for  their  trouble,  for  posed  to  be  obstinately  conservative, 
every  apothecary  who  enters  a  house        Dr.  Seymour's  evidence  is  excellent : 

enters    it  with   tbat  mark    upon    his  ^  j^  ^,  ^j^^^j  and  to  the  point ; 

forehead.    *  You  are  to  take  as  much         ......  i.  i   •"* » 

medicine  as  I  can  get  you  to  Uke,  and  ^^^  »*  abounds  m  mformaUon  on  a  great 
that  procured  by  me  at  as  cheap  a  rate  variety  of  subjects.  It  will  be  seen,  by 
as  I  can  procure  it.'  It  is  a  bad  system  the  first  question  in  the  following  ex- 
only  to  be  paid  according  to  thepropor-  ^^^  ^^at  the  Doctor  does  not  profess 

tion  of  physic  they  can  get  a  person  to  ^    ,  m        *  «       ■,.    , 

jj^g      '^  ''  ^  o        r  ^  ij^P  gy^jj,  ^  j^j,,^  ^  «c  medical  re- 

*'  Do  not  apothecaries  now  make  a  form"  in  his  vocabulary:  yet,  for  all 

charge  according  to  their  visits  ?— In  that,  if  we  read  on,  we  shall  find  that 

some  msUnces,  I  believe,  but  not  uni-  ^e  has  his  reforming  projecU  as  well  aa 

''^Ms^not  the  practice  increasin;^  ?-  ^^^  ^«**  ""^  ^'^  professional  brethren. 
Perhaps  it  is;  I  wish  it  were  uuivereal.*'       "  Did  you  Uke  any  part  in  the  re- 
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cent  proceedings  of  the  College,  with  think  it  would  hetter  meet  the  justice  of 

regard  to  medical  reform  ? — I  do  not  the  case,  that  the   nomination*  aboold 

know  what  is  meant  exactly  bj  medical  take  place  from  the  licentiates,  and  m 

reform.  certain  number  of  persons  so  nominatfod 

"  The  question  refers  principally  to  should  be  elected  by  the  College. 

alterations  in  the  bye-laws  regulating  *'  Who,  according  to  your  jMoposal, 

admission  into  the  College? — I  have,  would,  in  the  first  instance,  nominate 

In  the  first  instance  I  opposed  the  abro-  Licentiates  ?  — >  The   Licentiates  slioald 

gation  of  those  laws.     I  should  mention  nominate  a  certain  number,    and   tbe 

first,  that  there  was  an  education  com-  Fellows  elect  from  them ;  but  I  beg  to 

mittee  appointed,  of  which  I  was  one  of  be  understood  that  this  is  not  a  propo. 

the  persons  who  promoted  the  measure ;  sition  which  has  been  made  in  the  Col- 

and  a  scheme  of^  education  was  drawn  legre. 

out,  taken  from  the  practice  of  all  uni-  **  What  number  would  you  have  pro- 

versities  at  home  and  abroad,  and  more  posed  in  that  way?~I  snould  say  six 

especially  in  reference  to  the  longer  de-  nominated,  and  three  elected. 

gree  of  hospital  attendance  for  a  physi-  *^  You  mean  these  in  addition  to  tbe 

ciau;  those  were  printed.    Subsequently  Graduates  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge, 

to  that,  it  was  moved  in  the  Cfollege,  admitted  in  the  usual  way  ?— Yes." 

that  the  laws  with  reference  to  the  re-        «r^  m .  _  ^ 

"  .  /.            *    ^i.     r«  _r  L    .  •       •*•  We  have  only  room  for  one  passaire 

strictions  as  to  the  English  universities,  •.            i^.    7M^|^«»«gv 

as  they  exist,  should  be  repealed.     I  did  ™f  re  from  the  evidence  of  Dr.  Seynoar, 

not  think  the  reasons  adduced  sufficient  with  which  we  must  close  our  extracta 

for  it ;  and  I  think  those  laws,  provided  for  the  present, 

there  is  a  suflicient  admission  by  the  tn-  i        r 

other  laws,  wholesome,  and  extremely  , .  J^*^^  reference    to    any    changes 

useful  to  the  profession.  ^^^^»   ™ignt  possibly  be  made  in  tbe 

"  Have  there  not  been  two  commit-  **F-'*^8  ^^^  regulations  of  the  CoUege 

tees  appointed,  one  on  the  subject  of  ^f  Physicians,  mipht  not  that  matter 


posiUonsr— ror  the  purpose  ol  mquir-  «  «  "'^.^^^^'yuricj-wiiiuyciuKrricreDce.- 
ing  whether  those  laws  should  be  al-  —J  think  that  great  advantages  will  re- 
tered;  I  was  not  a  member  of  that  com-  ^V*^  .  ,  ""quiry,  and  I  think  any 
mittee.  alteration  by  tbe  College,  before  this 

"  Have  you  seen  a  copy  of  the  pro-  *"<l"?r/?  ^r  immediately  preceding  it, 

positions  on  that  subject  reduced  to  print?  ^a^  ill-judged ;  but  when  this  Commit 

!L_j  have."  ^^  P*^  terminated  its  sittings,  its  sng- 

"Were  those  propositions,   in  your  gfstions,  or  its  Report,  willenable  the 

opinion,  wholesome,  or  otherwise?— Not  College  to   decide   very  much   better; 

wholesome.  a°"  ^^  ^"^  '^^  "ow  stands,  the  College 

"  You  opposed  them  ?-.To  the  utmost  \*?  ^^t  '*^  '"  ^^  «wn  bands,  and  no- 

of  my  power.  thing  but  an  act  of  parliament  can  take 

it  away. 

*            ♦            ♦            ♦  "the  system  of  the  College  is  not 

"  Not  approving  of  the  proposed  »<>  had  as  to  require  the  interference  of 
changes  in  tne  statutes  of  the  College,  t'arliament? — Certainly  not;  I  think  it 
aro  you  of  opinion  that  any  changes  are  might  be  very  well  changed  by  the  Col- 
necessary  in  its    constitution,   or  sta-  lege  itself 

tutes  ?— Ves ;  I  think  much  might  be  **  Are  they  likely  to  turn  a  deaf  ear 

done.  to  any  suggestions  that  may  result  from 

"  What  changes  do  you  think  expe-  this  inquiry ?~Certaiu]y  not:  I  think 
dient?— I  think  it  would  be  very  desi-  they  woulj  consider  them  with  tbe  ut- 
rable  that  the  gates  should  be  set  open  most  patience,  and  with  the  best  good- 
wider  for  the  admission  of  Licentiates,  will. 

but  that  the  regular  road  should  still  be  **'  Is  it  not  the  object  of  a  public  medi- 

kept  through  the  English  Universities,  cal  institution,  such  as  the  College  of 

"  In  what  way  do  you  think  the  doors  Physicians,  to  confer  a  sanction  upon 
should  be  thrown  open  wider  for  the  ad-  practitioners,  by  which  the  public  may 
mission  of  Licentiates  ? — I  think  there  be  able  to  distinguish  who  are  those  pro- 
should  be  an  election,  cither  annually  pcrly  qualified  :  does  the  College,  in 
or   biennially;   and   I   am   inclined   to  fact,  answer  that    object?— I   tbiuk  it 
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does ;  at  tbe  same  time,  I  think  there  is  I  allude,  of  directions  for  the  Presi- 

nothinjf  so'perfect  but  that  it  might  be  Kent's  conduct."     Now   this  rejoinder, 

°  "  y^t^harft  an^ere  that  object  as  T*''''^  "  '°  ^^'^^^^  ^^^^'"^  '^'^'  *°^' 

well  as  can  be  expected,  considering  it  «  a  manner,  follows  up,  the  original  an- 

to  be  a  human  institution  P—O/*  a  very  swer,  is  actually  quoted  by  the  Lancet 

ffreat  aye.  aa  contradicting  it— nay,  the  two  are 

"  ?*!!  T  V  *  "^**  ""^  ^^\  n'  '^''"  «et  down  opposite  to  each  other,  to  ren. 

crepitude  ?—No,  a  green  old  ape  r  j     ..    .   .   *^      .  ,         ,.              '  .,  . 

'^  der  their  inconsistency  the  more  striking. 

But  in  order  to  accomplish  this,  Sir  Henry 

In  tbe  preceding  passages  wc  have  Halford»s  second  answer  is  remodelled, 

endeavoured  to  present  a  fair  Tiew  of  g^  ^  cunning  device,   the  situation  in 

the  opinions  of  those  from  whose  evi-  the  sentence  of  the  woid  Maf  is  changed, 

denoe  we  have  made  extracts.    We  feel  ^nd  thus  the  meaning  of  the  whole  is 

it  to  be  a  duty,  however,  by  way  of  post-  perverted.     For,  "  I  do  not  remember 

script,  to  protest,  in  the  sU-ongest  terms,  ,^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^/^^^  ,„  ^^^  y^^^  ^f  ji^^, 

against  tbe  spirit  in   which  the  same  tj^ng  fy,y  ^j^^  President's  conduct,"  our 

task  has  been  performed  by  a  contem-  honest  contemporary  substitute,  "  I  do 

porary  journalist ;   and  we  do  so  to  put  ^^t  remember  to  have  read  in  that  book 

the  medical  profession  on  their  guard  ^y^^  directions  for  the  President's  con- 

against  receiving  the  statements  of  the  j^^t"    The  point  is  a  miserable  one  at 

writer  alluded  to  as  correct.    The  edi-  i^^  ^nd  shews  how  hard  the  writer 

lor  of  the  Lancet  had  pledged  himself  ^^g  pushed  for  something  to  find  fault 

to  "shew   up"    Sir    Henry   Halford's  with  :  but  the  trick  resorted  to,  to  make 

evidence,  even    before    that   evidence  ^^^^  ^  foregone  conclusion,  is  that  of 

was   given  ;    and  now    that   the  time  ^he  most  paltry  nature,  and  altogether 

for  redeeming  his  promise  has  arrived,  indefensible.      It  has  this  advantage, 

finds  the  task  more  difficult  than  he  however,— that  it  shews,  at  the  very 

anticipated.    How  is  the  evil  to  be  re-  cutset,  the  spirit  in  which  the  evidence 

medied.^      Simply   thus  :  — When    Sir  before  the  Parliamentary  Committee  is 

Henry's  answers  do  not  suit  the  desired  ^  y^  ^^y^  ^m, 

purpose,  they  are  altered  to  the  writer's  

mind:  for  example,  at  the  opening  of  j^^  WILSON  PHILIP 

bis   examination,   Mr.  Warburton    re-  _          ...       .  ,    , 

marks,  -  In  the  annals  of  the  College,  ^his    distinguished    practitH>ner   w» 

June  12, 1812,  there  is  a  resolution  said  ately  appointed  a  Fellow  of  the  Col- 

to  be  inserted  in  the  *  Book  of  Rules  and  *«fi^  ^*^  Physicians. 
Standing  Orders ;'  that  would  appear  to 

imply  that  there  are  books  of  rules  and  CHOLERA, 
standing  oiders?"  To  which  Sir  Henry  It  was  stated  last  week,  by  a  contem- 
replied,  "  I  have  a  book  in  my  pos-  porary  medical  journalist,  that  the  ma- 
session  as  president,  by  which  I  am  in-  lignant  cholera  had  again  broken  out  in 
formed  of  the  course  of  my  duties."  London,  "  with  a  degree  of  virulence 
And  again  —  "  The  book  is  for  the  which  was  unprecedented  in  the  two 
governance  of  the  president  himself."  previous  pestilential  visitations."  Stata- 
But  Mr.  Warburton  still  urged,  that  mente  of  this  kind,  even  if  true,  arein- 
the  book  appeared  to  be  intended  for  the  judicious,  calculated  as  they  are  to 
governance  of  the  Fellows  also ;  and  to  alarm  the  public  mind ;  while,  being  (ais 
this  renewed  observation  Sir  Henry  in  the  present  instance)  unsupported  by 
Halford  answered—*'  I  do  not  remember  facts,  they  become  altogether  unwarranU 
to  have  read  that  in  tbe  book  to  which  able.    The  truth  is,  we  are  happy  to  say. 


824        MR.  Hawkins's  cases  of  stone  in  the  bladder. 

that  cholera,    though    it   has  returned  gases 

everj  Bunimer  since  its  first  introduc-  or 

tion,  has  steadily  diminished  on  each  STONE  IN  THE  BLADDER^ 

occasion,    and,    in    keeping  with  this  With  Remarks. 

general  rule,   has  been  decidedly  less  n:^,.^  G.^.^,nn«ii^ 

prevalent   this    year    than   in    any  of  e       -^  -^ 

the  preceding.       The    cases,    indeed,  Br  Mr.  Cjesar  Hawkins. 

which  have  occurred,  have  been  for  the  * 

most  part  rapid  ;  and   many  of  them  l.^^Thrte  eates  cured  by  LUhoiomy. 

having  been  in  what  is  called  the  better  2,-- Cam  of   Statu  fatal,   from,  rrfuml  of 

ranks  of  life,  they  have  been  brought  ^P^^^'  «'«'*  Di^  of' Kidney,. 

prominently  before  the  public  attention. 

In  other  instances,   accidental   circum-  Mr.  Hawkins  has  recently  bad  four  pa- 

.«...»«»  !,«„«    ^ii.^n    ;nt«iy«*fonAA    *^    •  ticuts  at  oDc  time  under  his  care, .with 

stances  have    given    importance    to    a  ^tone  in  the  bladder.    Three  of  thesi  were 

single  case— as  that  of  the  matron  of  little  boys  lying  in  contiguous  beds,  and 

St.  George's  Hospital ;    whose    death,  *ll  about  five  or  six  years  old,  in  whom 

f«.m  th.  manner  in  which  it  h«  been  l^jJo'i^^^^nr^^r^Te^SfiJS! 

announced,  led  many  to  suppose  that  Two  of  these  cases   have  already  been 

she  was  but  one  of  many  victims  in  the  spoken  of*,  and  got  well  without  any 

institution    with  which   ^e  w.s  con-  f„7ur3?Sti  Sf.  SJy^^^^lSri^l^J 

nected ;  whereas  we  find  that  no  other  care  after  the  operation,  as  the  water  did 

case  has  occurred  in  that  hospital  dur-  no*  P*"*  ^^^y  ^cfy  readily  by  the  wonnd; 

:««.  ♦k-»  »i*.«i^  <.^.o/v»      TU^  ».,»,k^  ^r  ^1>«  consequence  of  which  was  that  he  was 

ing  the  whole  season.    The  number  of  ^^less  tfe  night  after  the  opeiution,  and 

deaths,  as  given  in  the  Bills  of  Morta-  even  had  a  slight  rigor  the    following 

lity,  have  decreased  this  week  by  thirty,  fnoming.    To  relieve  this  a  catheter  was 

''                                               y         1  ]^gp^  Iq  ^q  wound  the  greater  part  of  the 

—— »  succeeding  eight  or  ten  davs,  as,  when- 

Av  ATTTMPQv  »v  QxiTAitr  cvcr  it  was  takcu  out  for  a  short  time  on 

AN  AUTOPSY  BY  8  TEAM.  account  of  a  UtUe  irritation  in  the  bladder. 

One  of  the  steam-carriages  on  the  New  a  partial  retention  of  urine  in  the  bladder 

Road,  we  observe,  has  been  styled  '*  The  took  place.    When  the  catheter  was  finally 

Autopsy  ;"^an    ominous    name,    some  removed,  however,  the  sides  of  the  wound 

medical  men  may  think,  having  notions  immediately  united,  and  all   the  water 

of  death  and  dissection  in  their   head  Pw»ed  by  the  urethra  two  da^  afterwards, 

the  moment  they  hear  of  it;  and  some  "^^  *»«  T^"  '^H^y  cured  m  as  short  a 

may  even  fancy  it  absurd.     But  we  do  time  as  cither  of  the  others. 

/    ^^  „,;Y   ♦i.^^.   i»,  •.,*«*^.„  :„  The  fourth  case  was  unusual    in   an 

not  agree  with   them ;   for  autopsy  is  ,       .^   ^  ^^^    ^^^^^  ^.^  ^^  ^^^  ^ 

surely  just  as  good  a  name  for  a  steam-  ^^  \^^  l^^^  ^  ^^  j  ^^  ^^5,  ,^.^_ 
coach  as  for  the  thing  it  has  latterly  gj^n^  without  giving  an  opportunitv  for 
been  applied  to  m  medicine.  It  pro-  operation ;  the  poor  boy  liteially  falling 
perly  means  what  one  has  seen  with  a  sacrifice  to  the  obstinacy  of  his  father, 
one's  own  eyes— just  as  autograph  does  who  had  always  refused  to  send  his  son  to 
what  one  has  written  with  one's  own  any  hospital,  though  he  had  been  re- 
hand  ;  and  how  is  it,  in  any  one  respect,  peatedly  asked  by  fnends  and  neighbonis 
more  apHcablc  to  a  post-mortem  than  to  let  something  be  done  for  the  dread- 
to  a  steam-coach  ?    Whenever,  in  fu-  ^^  suflerings  the  boy  endured  for  several 

ture,   we  see  autopsy  prefixed  to   the    ^^J*.    .   '     «  ,     .  „.  ,      i  #    -* 

report  of   a  post-mortem  examination,  ^his  boy,  Robert  Bird,  aged  fourteen 

*    u  11       -Ti^k^  «Ki«  ♦«  j:.^„»      .  yearsi    was    admitted   into    the  hospital 

we  shall  scarcely  be  able  to  divest  our  J^i^^th,  presenting  a  most  frightfulap. 

minds  of   the    steam-coach,    with    ite  pearance  of  emaciation,  and  suffering  ftwn 

hurry,  noise,   and   smoke.      We  wish  pain,  as,  while  his  arms  and  legs  wcie 

the    worthy    steam    proprietors    would  fearcely  any  thing  more  than  bone  and 

borrow  a  few  more  hard  and  unmeaning  skin,  tne  muscles  of  the  abdomen  were  of 

words  from  us ;  for,  thanks  to  the  me-  very  great  size,  from  constant  straining  to 

dico-pedantie  spirit  prevailing  in  some  make  water;  the  exact  course  and  di?i. 

quarters,  we  have  latterly  had  a  heavy     — . _- 

overflow  of  tlicni.  •  Sec  p.62I  of  ike  present  rol. 
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sions,  and  almost  all  the  fibres  of  the  Mr.  Hawkins  gave  the  foreffoing  account 

mnscles,  being  visible  to  the  eye,  and  in  a  of  his  examination,  and  at  the  same  time 

state  of  almost  nnoeasing  contraction ;  and  remarked  that  the  case  was  one  which 

the  muscles  of  the  face,  being  enlai^ed  well  deserved  attention,  as  exhibiting  the 

and  strong,  were  expressive  of  the  agony  termination  of  stone  in  the  bladder,  when 

he  endnred.     This  state  of  things  had  left  entirely  to  itself,  a  state  which  was 

lasted  for  four  years  in   an  aggravated  not  often  seen  in  yonng  persons.    It  was 

form ;  but  the  stone  had  no  doubt  existed  very  desirable  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  the 

for  some  time  before  this,  as  he  had  long  condition  of  Uie  urinary  organs ;   which 

before  been  observed  to  have  his  haniu  could,  however,  only   be   partiallv  made 

constantly  in  his   pockets,  iVom   irrita-  out  in  such  cases.    There  could  be  little 

tion  of    the  penis  and  prepuce,   which  doubt,  from  the  excessive  pain  excited, 

were  very  much  swollen    and   inflamed  not  only  by  the  stone  but  by  the  gentlest 

at  the  time  of  his  admission,  from  the  touch  of  the  catheter,  or  of  the  finger  in 

violence  with  which  he  pinched  and  grasped  the  rectum,  that  there  was  some  ulcera. 

these  parts  whenever  he  made  water.  Two  tion  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder.    In  the 

vears  ago,  indeed,  his  symptoms  were  re-  next  place,  the  appearance  of  the  water 

lieved  for  a  time  bv  the  passage  of  a  small  made  it  highly  probable  that  there  was 

calculus  through  the  urethra,  but  his  suf.  disease  of  the  kidney ;  since  the  quantity 

ferings  returned  again,  worse  than  ever,  of  pus  was  very  great,  with  very  little 

When  admitted,  the  urine  was  incessantly  mucus.    A  great  quantity  of  pus  might, 

dribbling  away,  so  that  it  was  only  once  indeed,    be    secreted     by     an    inflamed 

or  twice  during  the  time  he  lived  that  as  bladder,    but    then    it    was   commonly 

much  as  half  an  ounce  could  be  obtained  mixed   copiously  with  the  ropy   mucus 

for  the  purpose  of  examination.    He  had  of  the  same  surface ;  whereas  there  was 

a  good  d^  of  tenderness  of  the  lower  in    this    boy    scarcely  any  mucus,    nei- 

part  of  the  abdomen,  though  none  in  the  ther   was    it    probable   that   so    much 

loins.    Lately  he  had  experienced  repeated  purulent  secretion  should  come  from  an 

attacks  of  marrhoea,  which  had  oontri>  ulcerated  surface  ofthebladder;  so  that  the 

bated  stiU  fbrther  to  weaken  him.    His  pus  probably  came  either  from  the  kidney 

pulse  was  quick  and  weak ;  the  skin  dry  or  from  a  local  abscess  connected  with  the 

and  harsh;  the  tongue  generally  moist^  bladder.    In  general,when  the  kidneys  are 

but  very  red  towards  the  sides  and  tip,  as  much  altered  in  structure,  and  secreting 

if  from  disease  of  mucous  membrane.    It  constantly  a  large  quantity  of  pus,  the  urine 

was  obvious,  in  short,  that  if  he  could  not  was  alkaline ;  whereas  this  boy's  was  still 

be  very  quickly  relieved  from  his  present  acid.    Still  this  rule  was  not  uniform,  and 

condition,  he  could  not  support  his  suffer-  therefore  he  would  not  pretend  to  say  from 

ings  mnctk  Ipnger.    This  was  attempted  which  source  the  purulent  matter  came, 

to  be  done  by  a  warm-batb,  some  castor-  In  consequence,  however,  of  finding  so 

oil,  laudanum  and  starch  injection,  and  a  much  pus  in  the  water,  he  should  not  con- 

mixture  with  some  soda  and  magnesia  and  tinue  the  alkaline  remedies  which  he  had 

laudanum ;  together  with  some  spirituous  prescribed  before  he  knew  what  the  state 

lotion  to  the  inflamed  penis;  and  sound-  of  the  water  was,  because  an  acid  condi- 

ing  him  was  postponed  till  he  was  in  a  tion  of  urine  is  most  frequently  met  with 

little  quieter  state.  in  young  subjects,  and  an  alkaline  medi- 

August  lst.«->He  has  been,  on  the  whole,  cine  serves  to  relieve  irritation  of  the  blad- 
considerably  easier  ;«o  that  (to  use  his  der  arising  from  this  cause;  whenever 
own  expression)  he  was  in  heaven,  com-  much  pus  is  formed,  however,  especially  if 
pared  to  what  he  used  to  feel ;  and  a  little  conjoined  with  mucus,  ther^  is  reason  to 
water  was  collected,  which  was  acid,  but  apprehend  a  tendency  to  phosphatic  de- 
mixed  with  nearly  one-third  of  pure  pus,  posits ;  and  an  alkali,  in  any  quantity,  is 
with  a  veiT  small  quantity  of  mucus.  injurious.    In  a  stone  case,  in  an  old  per- 

Mr.  Hawkins    passed  a  catheter  into  son,  on  this  account  he  would  not  pre. 

the  bladder,  and  found  it  almost  entirely  scribe  alkaline  medicine  on  an  nnoertaintv, 

filled  with  a  large  calculus,  without  con-  as  the  most  probable  form  of  stone  would 

taining  any  water;  and  the  pasnge  gave  be  aUcatine.    The  absence  of  pain  in  the 

such  intolerable  pain  that  the  instrument  back  was  no  argument  against  the  exist- 

was  withdrawn  without  attempting    to  ence  of  disease  of  the  kidneys,  since  that 

pass  it  along  the  stone,  so  as  to  measure  disease  might  easily  be  masked  by  the 

Its  size.     Examination  by    the   rectum  greater  suffering  arising  from  the  state  of 

shewed,  however,  ^at  it  was  nearly  as  the  bladder. 

lai^e  as  an  egg>  uid  that  the  bladder  was  His  object,  Mr.  Hawkins  said,  would  be, 

quite  contracted  round  it,  and  a  good  deal  if  possible,  to  bring  him  into  a  state  fit  for 

thickened.     This  examination  also  gave  operation,  though  it  seemed  veiy  likely 

very  great  pain.  tnat  he  would  sink  before  an  opportunity 
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was  afforded  for  the  removal  of  the  gtone ;  was  not  much  inflamed.     The  external 

at  present,  certainly  any  operation  must  surface  of  the  stone  was  eridentljr  pbos. 

necessarily  be  fatal.     If  the  pas  came  from  phatic  and  porous;  and  a  section,  which 

the  kidneys,  it  was  most  probable,  indeed,  we  saw,  exhibited  a  beautiful  appearanee 

that  he  would  survive,  even  if  he  was  in  a  of  an  oval  stone,  hard  and  condensed,  and 

much  better  state  than  at  present ;   if  it  composed  of  numerous  layers  of  lltbic  acid 

came  from  an  abscess  about  the  bladder,  andlithateof  ammonia,  with  appaimtlj 

he  would  have  somewhat  more  chance,  a  mulberry  nucleus,  having  a  central  per. 

though  in  any  case  but  a  small  one.    Mr.  foration  in  which  some  lithic  add  had  en- 

HawKlns  operated  on  a  case  of  stone  some  tered.    Around  this  stone,  which  was  of 

years  ago,  in  a  man  who  had  an  abscess  of  the  size  of  a  large  walnut,  a  great  mass  of 

considerable  size   in  the  prostate  gland,  the  phosphates  bad  been  deposited ;  but  it 

which  was  relieved  by  appropriate  treat-  was  curious,  that  while  there  was  a  thin 

ment  before  the  operation ;  and  the  cavity  layer  only  around  the  sides  of  this  ston^ 

in  the  gland,  which  was  laiige  enough  to  the  two  ends  had  a  great  quantity,  giving 

lose  the  end  of  the  catheter  for  some  time  the  stone  its  elongated  form,  the  phospha- 

in  it,  and  draw  off  a  good  deal  of  pus  be*  tic  layer  at  the  fundus  being  nearly  half 

fore  the  point  entered  the  bladder,  was  aninch,  and  that  at  the  apex  about  an  indi 

pretty  well  filled  op.    This  man  recovered  in  thickness,  as  if  the  lateral  contraction  of 

with    great   difficulty    indeed ;   and  Mr.  the  bladder  had  prevented  its  aecumnla- 

Hawkins  had  recently  seen  him  quite  welL  tion  at  the  sides  of  the  calculus,  aAer  the 

As  to  the  kind  of  operation,  this  boy  was  phosphatic  diathesis  had   succeeded  the 

evidently  (like  the  three  others  on  whom  he  acid  formation.    The  ureter  on  both  sides 

had  recently  operated)  not  a  proper  case  was  verv  much  enlaiKcd,  and  both  kid- 

for  lithotrity,  as  it  was  clear,  with  a  con-  neys  and  the  infondibula  were  distended 

tracted  bladder,  not  holding  half  an  ounce  to  a  very  great  degree ;  and  the  cortical 

of  water,  and  an  ulceration  of  its  coats,  or  substance  much  expanded  around  these 

at  least  a  very  high  state  of  inflammation,  cavities.     In  the  right  kidney,  the  oon- 

the  only  possible  chance  of  success  was  by  tents  of  the  large  membranous  bag  formed 

immediately  and  at  once  getting  rid  of  by  this  dilatation  were  clear  and  healthy 

the  stone ;  and  this  would  bold  good  even  urine ;  while,  on  the  left  side,  half  of  the 

if  it  had  been  a  small  stone  instead  of  a  fluid  was  a  thick  pus,  which  a  little  pres- 

very  large  one.  sure  on  the  kidney  inade  to  flow  through 

The  temporaiy  relief  experienced  by  the  the  bladder  and  urethra.    It  is  remark*, 

boy  did  not  continue,  however;  constant  ble,  too,  that  in  the  cellular  texture  arYHind 

recourse  to  the  internal  use  of  opium,  and  the    left   kidney,    some   recent    purulent 

to  opium  injections,  was  necessary ;  he  be-  Ivmph  had  been  deposited,  perhaps  about 

came  weaker,  and  some  wine  was  called  the  time  the  stupor  came  on ;  and  one  lit^ 

for  on  the  3d ;  and  late  in  the  evening  of  tie  piece  of  lymph,  of  the  same  kind,  was 

the  4th  he  was  attacked  somewhat  sud-  also  found  in  the  peritoneum,  without  any 

deuly  with  partial  stupor,  such  as  Mr.  sign  of  general  inflammation. 
Hawkins  baa  spoken  of  in  a  recent  clinical 


lecture,  in  connexion  with  the  subject  of  , 
diseased  kidney.    The  next  day,  some  ful- 
ness being  apparent  in  the  perineum,  a  WESTMINSTER  HOSPITAL, 
lancet   was   plunged  m  deeply,    on   the 

chance  of  finaing  an  abscess  in  this  situa-  

tion.    Thi.  ftiln««,  however,  wiu.  only  the  y„  ,^,  jj^.-^^^  ^y  ^^  Medical  Gaxette. 

consequence  of  the  violence  with  which  he  "^ 

had  been  accustomed  to  grasp  these  parts  Sir 

with  his  hands.    In  this  state  he  lay  for  ^            '       ^        «u    #  n      •                   ^ 

nearly  thirty  hours,  when  death  took  place,  Should  you  deem  the  foUowing  cases  and 

about  a  weJk  only  after  his  admission.  """^^V  ^"""^^^  ^^*  ^5^'  ""^  ^7/  'vJ''*"^ 

The  bladder,  wWh  was  thickened,  was  J«°"^»^»  ^  ^^''V  insertion  would  oblige, 

found  closely  contracted  around  a  large  Y«""  obedienUv, 

stone,  about  three  and  a  half  inches  long,  Jesse  i.each, 

and  one  and  a  half  broad,  the  end  of  which,  CUi^cal  AmUudu 

near  the  fundus,  was  round,  while  the  Aogu»t  24,  ISM. 

other  end,  resting  against  the  prostate,  was  .  ^  ,  ..        .     «l 

more  pointed,  and  rough ;  and  aU  round  ^*^^  ««''  Colchcum  m  Rheutnatiim, 

this  cud  of  the  stone  the  inner  surface  of  Few  maladies  have  produced  such  di- 

the  bladder  was  slightly  ulcerated,  and  de-  versity  of  opinion,  or  originated  so  many 

prived  of  its  mucous  surface,  fh>m  whence,  remedies,  as  rheumatism;  and  yet  some 

no  doubt,  the  intolerable  pain  felt  by  the  of   these    remedial    ap^ents,    particularly 

boy  had  arisen,  as  the  rest  of  the  bladder  the  two  most  active,  viz.  bark  and  oolchi- 
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cum,  are  diametrically  opposite  ia  their  abd  warm  bath ;  but  before  this  drag  be 

action  to  each  other,  ao  that  what  would  given,  whero  circumstances  will  admit,  its 

be  indicated  and  proper  in  one  form  of  employment  ought  to  be  preceded  by  a 

the  complaint,  would  be  a  highly  dange-  venesection  and  a  warm  bath,  which  ren. 

rous  remedy  in  another.     This  state  of  der  its  action  more  speedy, 

things  calls* for  an  impartial  inquiry  into  The  following  case  is  one  which  is  still 

the  symptoms  and  cases  which  would  jus-  in  the  hospital,  and  which  serves  to  exem- 

tify  the  use  of  either  colchicum  or  bark,  as  plify  the  use  of  bark  :— 
each  has  its  separate  merits. 

In  the  last  week's  Gazette  I  gave  a  ge-  *^*»«  L—Bark  employed  with  sueeeu. 
neral  summary  of  symptoms  which  indi-  John  Smith,  aatat.  50,  shoemaker,  ad- 
cated  the  use  of  bark ;  and  it  is  only  ne-  mitted  into  the  hospital  under  Dr.  R€>e,on 
cessary  here  to  notice,  that  the  same  train  August  the  14th,  1834.  Frame  emaciated, 
of  symptoms  are  present,  and  that  the  and  of  blanched  appearance ;  veins  of  the 
pains  are  erratic,  following  the  course  of  upper  extremity  large,  bluish,  and  of  a 
the  muscles ;  and  the  parts  thereby  af-  sluggish  character  $  pain  and  tumefaction 
fected  are  usually  unattended  by  increased  of  the  wrists,  knees,  and  ankles,  which  are 
heat  and  swelling,  and  no  accompanying  sometimes  benefitted  by  warmth,  at  other 
fever.  Colchicum  operates  on  the  kidneys,  times  by  cold;  heat  on  the  surface  of  his 
bowels,  and  capillary  system ;  and  its  only  body  natural,  and  bedewed  with  perspira- 
precedcnce  over  the  other  drugs  of  the  tion.  Bowels  naturally  costive;  tongue 
Materia  Medica,  is  its  possessing  the  power  clean,  moist,  and  tremulous ;  pulse  96, 
of  unloading  the  turgid  state  of  the  capillary  quick  and  soft.  He  states  about  five  weeks 
system,  without  great  expense  to  the  general  since  he  was  exposed  to  much  wet  and 
strength.  In  all  states  of  the  system,  whe-  cold,  neglected  suitable  raiment  and  ne- 
ther diey  arise  from  organic  or  functional  cessary  food,  which  was  followed  by  gene- 
causes,  provided  the  following  symptoms  ral  rheumatic  fever,  for  which  he  under- 
be  present,  colchicum  is  useful :  the  sur-  went  medical  treatment  without  an  entire 
face  hot  and  dry;  constitution  strong  and  subsidence  of  disease, 
vigorous;    pulse    strong,    thrilling    and  Middle  diet. 

bounding;  bowels  costive,  and  other func-  R  Qnin»  Sulph.,  Fern  Sulph.  aa.  grs. 

ticms  partially  suspended.    Its  action  may  viij.;    Acid.    Sulph.     mxv. ;    Mist 

be  either  through  the  medium  of  the  ner-  Camph.  Jviij.     Jj.  4tis  horis. 

Tons  system,  without  aflfecting  the  bowels ;  Pulv.  Cath.  st. 

or,  as*  in  the  great  majority  of  cases,  by  .        ,  ..i.      »».  t.       i          -     , 

its  first  operating  on  the  bowels  and  kid-  ^"R-  *5.    ""?*'  bowels  are  freely  open ; 

ucys,  and  afterwards  an  improvement  of  *  ^'^^  diminution  of  the  puns  in  the 

the   disease.      Occasionally    cases    occur  ■'*«««  *"^  ankles,  but  the  left  wnst  and 

where  its  use  is  necessary,  and  yet  ciicum-  synovial  membranes  of  the  phalanges  are 

atances  exist  which  render  its  employment  ™"  painful,  and  with  an  indolent  swell- 

a  dangerous  expedient     In  these  cases  »°»i  **«  expresses  a  desire  for  more  food, 

the  physicians  of  this  institution  combine  Rice  pudding. 

it  with  some  preparation  of  opium,  ac.  Ext.  Conii,  gr.  xx.  pro  cataplas.  carpo 

cording  to  existing  emergencies.     If  the  sinist. 

bowels  be  much  relaxed,  Dover's  powder  is  16th.— The  man's  general  aspect  is  im- 

a  good  8ubstitnt«;  and  as  rheumatism  is  proving;  pulse  84,  quick  and  soft;  appe- 

generatly  attended  with  a  rancid  smell  tite  good.     Carpal  pains  much  abated; 

and  add   secretions,  carbonate  of  soda,  passes  sleepless  nights;  bowels  freely  open, 

with  a  mild  laxative,  as  rhubarb,  mate-  p„i_  t,^-«««  ^  «p.  *  »  « 

riallv  assists  its  acUon.    When  the  system  ^^^'  **^**^  ®-  ^'  *'  ^'  ^' 

is  full,  and  admits  uf  much  depression,  the  ^    17th.^The  whole  pain  is  now  centred 

wine  of  the  bulb  of  colchicum  is  the  most  in  the  left  wrist,  but  much  relieved  since 

proper  form,  which .  has  more  drastic  pro-  the  15th. 

perties  than  that  of  the  seeds,  which  have  18th. — His  tongue  is  clean  and  less  tre- 
a  decided  preference  when  the  constitution  mulous;  digestive  apparatus  in  good  or- 
will  not  admit  of  that  depression  which  is  der ;  appearance  improving,  and  less  pain, 
the  invariable  effect  of  the  wine  of  the  Pulse  82,  fuller  and  soft, 
bulb.  Colchicum  has  the  same  disposi-  19th  and  20th.— He  suffers  no  inconve- 
tion  to  accumulate  in  the  system  as  digi-  nience  excent  occasionally  pain  in  the  left 
talis,  and  without  any  precursory  bigns  wrist,  whicii  is  of  a  puffy  swollen  look, 
shews  its  virulent  effects,  so  that  its  use  but  unattended  by  increased  heat  or  red- 
ought  to  be  closely  watched,  and  given  in  ness.— Convalescent, 
small  and  gradually  increased  doses;  but  Dr.  Roe  in  his  clinical  lecture  remarked, 
if  largely  given,  care  ought  to  be  taken  not  that  when  the  rheumatism  is  confined  to 
to  depress  the  system  by  copious  bleeding  one  joint,  and  a  lancinating  pain  expe- 
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rienced  thereby,  he  has  often  found  the        The  fciUowing  case  shows  the  pmpnetr 

'        ''         "^     •  -  .  -..  .^   ^^ 

with 

that  the  best  way  of  removing  the  local  advticate  of  mercury  in  this  form  of  the 

pain  and  swelling  in  this  case  was  cor-  disease,   I  am  not  aware    that    he  has 

recting  the  debilitated  state  of  the  consti.  stated  what  the  pathological  eonditiont 

tution.  generally  depend  on.     A  case  precisely 

similar  to  the  following  occnrrea  in  this 

The  following  case  is  a  good  contrast  institution  about  three  weeks  iwo,  which 

to  the  one  given,  both  in  age,  strength,  was  treated  without  mercury:  raepatieot 

and  appearance,  and  requiring  an  opposite  died ;  and  on  a  post-mortem,  which  I  per- 

line  of  practice.  formed,    there    was    vascularity,    effused 

r  ^  I  . .  lymph,  and  serum,  with  thickening  of  the 
Case  IL-^Emphifment  of  Colchicum,  arachnoid  membrane,  and  all  the  other 
John  Cocks,  tailor,  set  24,   admitted  yiscera  were  healthy.    That  the  ealomel 
under  Dr.  Roe,  on  August  the  14th,  1834,  and  opium  are  not  so  active  as  the  proto- 
of  a  healthy  and   well-developed    mus-  ioduret  of  mercury,  will  be  seen  by  the 
cular    frame.      The    hands,    knees,   and  case;  and  that  the  fact  of  mercnnr  being 
ankles,  are  affected  with  heat,  pain,  and  introduced  along  with  iodine  would  faronr 
tumefaction,  which  are  relieved  by  warmth ;  the  idea  of  its  in  a  great  measure  oounteT' 
the  surface  of  his  body  is  hot  and  dry;  acting    any    scrofulous   diathesis    which 
the  tongue  is  white  and  yellow;  nausea,  might  be  present,  and  which,  when  pre- 
thirst,  and  aversion  to  food ;  bowels  open ;  sent,  forms  such  a  principal  objection  to 
pulse  &1,  full  and  soft    He  states,  whilst  the  exhibition  of  mercury :  but  generally 
drinking  a  fortniffht  ago,  he  was  exposed  speaking,  where  this  tendency  is  present, 
to  much  wet,  ana  neglected  changing  his  toe  cases  favour  the  Broussaian   system, 
clothing;  the  consequence  was,  rheumatic  the  head  being  then  not  the  part  affected. 
pains  in  the  shoulders,  which  were  suc- 
ceeded by  the  present  symptoms.  Case  HL—Acute  Rheumatism,  wUk  IMirium 
Ixiw  diet.  ""^  •"*"**'  Arachnitiu 
Vin.   Colch.    3iv. ;    SodsB  Carb.    3ij. ;        John  Collington,  »t  20,  labourer,  md- 
3Iist  Camph.  jviij.  Sum.  5i.  ter  die.  mittcd  under  Dr.  Brijht,  on  Aurat  4th, 
Pulv.  Ipec.  c.  gr.  x.  o.  n.  1834.    Countenance  flushed,  with  a  low 
.  ,      ,,,  ^       ,                 ,  typhoid  stare ;  a  tendency  to  dose,  which 
August  16th.~Hi8  bowels  are  much  re-  jj  interrupted  by  a  low  muttering  deli. 
Jaxed  this  morning,  with  a  gr«jt  diminu-  ^um;  much  agitation ;  oongetted  lUte  «f 
tion  of  heat,   pain,    and  swelhuff.     He  ^jje  ©ye,  with  contraction,  and  rather  in- 
sweats  freely;  tongue  moist,  and  clearing  sensible  pupil;  surface  hot,  dry,  and  al- 
of  the  yellow  scurf;  pulse  the  sune,  and  temating  with  paroxysms  of  chiUinMs ; 
he  expresses  a  desire  for  more  food.  topgue  dry  and  brown,  and  Ups  covered 
Omit  Mist.  Col.  witb  a  darkish  brown  scaly  cuticle;  very 
Rice  pudding.  thirsty;  bowels  regular;  abdomen  sankco, 
Pulv.  Ipec.  c.  gr.  v.  ter  die.  and  not  tender  on  pressure;  breath  very 
16th.-His  aspect  is  better;   his  skin  offensive;  pulse  102,  ouick  and  soft;  urine 
less  arid,  and  l^^ed  with  greater  perspi-  "^^y  V"^  ^'^^  •u?'^'     ^i!i  ^"?^ 
ration;  tongue  clean  and  moist;  W^s  ^l  ^*^^  ^f^  '"  ^"^  ^^S'  5""/  *i? 
continie  fr^ly  open.  "^'^^"^   *"    by   nausea   and    hearflache. 
„     ^  ^'^^  exposure  to  wet,  and  inattention  to  re- 
Perst  P.  Ipec.  c  g^i„  diet 

17th. — ^The  looseness  of  the  bowels  is        Hirudines  xxiv.  temporibus. 
stayed,  and  the  rheumatism  now  confined        R  Calomel,  grs.  ig.;  Opii.  Pulv.gr.  ss.^ 
to  the  carpal  joints;  urine  more  copious;  Conf.-Ar<im.  q.  s.  Cap.  2nda  horft. 

pulse  the  same.  Acid  Muriat  3i>y  ^d  aqusB  Oj.  pro  potu. 

19th.— The  rheumatic  «welling  is  the        August  6th.— There  appean  no  manifest 

same;  bowels  are  confined;  pulse  60,  full  amendment  in  the  symptoms.    His  bowels 

and  compressible ;  and  the  man  is  gr»Uy  h^ve  been  moved  twice  since  admisdon. 
improved  since  he  entered  the  hospital,        Head  shaved. 

and  may  be  considered  convalescent  Bladder  filled  with  ice,  to  be  kept  con- 

Cap.  Pulv.  Rhei.  c.  Sod.  Carb.  stantly  applied  to  the  head. 

Dr.  Roe  remarked,  that  when  the  bowels  7th.— His  thirst  is  a  litUe  abated  j  in 

are  relaxed,  the  colchicum  ought  always  to  constant  delirium  and  agitation, 

be  discontinued  for  a  time,  and  Dover's  Omit.  Pil.  Cal. 

powder  substituted.  R  Proto-Iod.  Hydr.  gr.  ij.  ter.  horis. 
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8th.-»There  is  no  evidence  of  8ali?atioii,  log  tired  of  the  ulcer  and  discharge,  he 
and  the  system  bean  the  dose  without  phu^ed  himself  under  a  respectable  prac- 
incon?enlence.  titioner,  who  healed  it;   and  the  conse- 
9th  &  10th — The  gwas   are   rather  qnence  was  his  present  symptoms.    His 
sponsy,  and  there  is  a  slight  moisture  legs  and  thighs  are  greatly  swollen,  pitting 
on  tne  circumference  of  the  tongue,  with  deeply  upon  pressure,  with  ascites  and 
a  slight  diminution  of  delirium,  restless-  scanty  flow  of  urine.    The  left  lobe  of  his 
ness,  and  morbid  heat    Bowels  continue  liver  is  greatly  enlarged ;  his  bowels  are 
fireely  open.~Perstet                               *  naturally  torpid,  and  stools  defective  of 
nth.— The  tongue  is  raw  at  the  edges;  hile.    His  breathing  is  much  oppressed, 
abdomen  tender  on  pressure ;  a  tendency  and  he  cannot  recOne  in  the  recumbent 
to  diarrfacna,  with  a  greater  diminution  of  position.    He  has  a  troublesome  asthma- 
delirinm    and   agitation.      His   skin    is  tic  cough,  with  a  sparing  bronchial  expec- 
moisty  and  more  of  the  natural  tempera-  toration ;  all  which  symptoms  are  agna- 
tare;  increased  flow  of  urine;  pulse  98,  vated  towards  the  evening.    There  is  dull- 
quick  and  soft.  ness  on  percussion  from  the  clavicle  down- 
Omit  lod.  Hydr. ;  Hirudines  xxiv.  Epi-  ^af^  5  d^'®'"  on  the  left  than  ri^ht  side, 
gas.;  Mist  Efferves.  Sj ;  Ant  Tart,  ^^d  more  particularly  so  in  each  axilla, 
gr.  f  4tis.  horis.  where  it  has  a  peculiar  leaden  sound.  The 
Inject  Amyli.  c.  Tr.  Opii.  m.  Ix.  respiratory  sound  is  audible  throughout, 

but  at  a  distance,  and  more  particularly  so 

14th.— The    diarrhoea,    tenderness  on  in  the  left  axilla,  where  it  is  attended  with 

pressure,  delirium,  and  agiUtion,  are  en.  the  moist  rile  crepitant ;  the  heart  is  heard 

tirely  gone.    His  eyes,  which  were  sufTus-  nither  to  the  right  of  the  sternum,  but 

c4.  and  pupils  contracted,  are  now  glassy;  gcarcelv  audible,  and  intermittent    The 

the  Dupils  fully  diUted.    Heat  of  the  na-  chest  is  well  formed,  and  intercostal  spaces 

tur^   temperature,    and  genUy  bedewed  convex;    digestive     organs    unimpaired, 

with  sweat  Tongue  clean ;  gums  spongy,  Pulse  60  per  minute,  scareely  perceptible, 

with  increased  flow  of  saliva  and  coppery  and  intermittent 

*^8d,  ^^!l'Sli!iIkiS!'!rn!I2;Zi^^^^  ^^^  ^iet    Pn.  Hyd.  Pil.  SciU»,  a.  a. 

lotn.—ats  countenance  IS  now  more  ex-  ,„,^_    ...    4„_  j;^  .„«,«« j      d^»    o.. 

ptndf  e  of  tnmquilUty  of  mind.  The  body  SJi.V^"  V     iZ    Z    a«      L?« 

5f.».Wu4e«tSre,«dofage„ui  fxT",»iiw«e  «m»d.  ®"'     *'""* 

penpiraUon.    His  urinary  secretions  are  "^    ''   ^ 

increased  in  quantity  and  improved  in  cha-  August  8th. — The  symptoms  are  not  im- 

ractert  with  furfuraceous  depositions.  The  proved.     Sir  6.  Tuthill   suggested    the 

pnlseassumesa'more  even  and  softer  beat —  use  of  acupuncture  needles  to  the  calf  of 

94  per  minute.     Bowels  regular;   teeth  the  left  leg,  which  was  the  most  swollen, 

ache,  firom  the  efiects  of  salivation.  and  a  bran  poultice  to  be  applied  after- 

19th.— The  man  is  perfectly  rational,  wards. 

and  sat  up  this  morning ;  and  with  the  ex-  Adde  Potui  Oxymel  SciU»,  Jss. ;  Syrup, 

ception  of  debility  and  a  slight  cough,  Papav  Iss                       ^          ^ 

MUfrht  by  tossing  the  bed-dotfies  off  him  pth.-The  legs,  which  were  prodigiously 

^^^J^'^^^^^^^^fS^r^'^'S^^^  swollen,   have^ischarged   much  Py  the 

convalescence.  punctures,  with  great  relief  to  the  pectoral 

Cam  of  Dramt,  relieved  6 v  Acupuncture.  aymptoms.    The  cough,  dyspnoea,  and  op- 

*       1      J    .     J  pression  at  his  chest,  are  much  improved, 

Wm.  Brown,  sBt.  60  (shepherd),  admitted  and  he  states  having  had  more  water, 
under  Dr.  Bright,  on  August  the6th,  1834 ;  iQth.  —  The  man  is  surprisingly  im- 
of  a  short  stumpy  suture  and  ruddy  com-  proyed,  being  enabled  to  walk  in  theplea- 
plexion ;  enjoyed  very  good  health  till  ten  sure-ground,  passes  good  nighU,  enabled 
years  aoo,  when  he  suffered  a  severe  lacera-  to  lie  on  either  side,  or  for  a  short  time  in 
tlon  of  his  right  hand,  from  incautiouslv  the  recumbent  position,  without  dyspnoea, 
^posing  it  to  a  chafling  machine ;  which  His  pulse  is  still  tolerably  small  and 
disabledthepartsomuch  astoreouiream-  intermittent;  his  digestive  organs  are  in 
putation,  ftom  which  he  suffered  a  slow  reco-  excellent  order,  and  the  man  complains  of 
very  (four  months) :  the  consequence  was  suffering  no  inconvenience.  Convalescing, 
anasarca  of  the  lower  extremities,  with  a  di- 
minution of  the  urinary  excretion.  The  Remarks.— This  case  exemplifies  that 
left  foot  became  so  prodigiously  swollen,  nature  points  out  many  useful  resources, 
that,  in  the  course  of  three  years,  ulcera-  and  that,  though  ulcers  do  exist,  and  are 
tion  of  the  integuments  took  place,  giving  an  inconvenience  under  certain  ciroum- 
exit  to  the  serum,  and  leaving  a  foul  ulcer  stances,  they  are  best  treated  either  by 
behind,  which  thoroughly  drained  the  svs-  some  palliative  measure  or  left  entirely  to 
tern.    In  the  course  of  nfteen  months,  be-  nature;  and,  secondly,  it  shews  that  the 
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abtorbentir  will  not  act  under  certain  pres-  fears  of  abortion  were  cteated  bv  the  dl^- 

mm,  bat  when  imrtially  unloaded  of  tMr  thmrge  mi  a  sna^)  qnautlty  of  btood  ffon 

superincumbent  weights,  they  take  upon  the  vagina, 
themselves  an  increased  action.  This  painful  state  lasted  until  the  end 

The  use  of  the  needles  has  preference  of  the  fifth  month.    On  the  2ith  of  Jane, 

over  large  incisions,  on  account  of  the  ten-  at  6  a.m.,  she  was  attacked  with  acnte 

dency  to  erysipelas  which  the  latter  are  pain  in  the  lower  belly,  more  severe  than 

found  to  have  in  the  confined  and  mephi-  before,  which  was  followed  in  a  fewhonn 

tic  air  of  an  hospital,  whilst  the  former  are  by  slight  haemorrhage,  vomiting,  univer* 

innocuous  in  effect ;  and  provided  they  an.  sal  shivering,  forcing  efforts  to  pass  urine 

swer  no  other  purpose  but  unloading  the  and  faeces,  with  pallor  and  coldness  of  tiw 

pent-up  serum,  and  thereby  causing  the  face.     Some  antispasmodics  were  adraiais- 

absorbents  to  act  more  speedily,  they  re-  tered  in  a  clyster,  and  the  patient  obtained 

lieve  tlie  PArts  which  would  necessarily  relief;  instead  of  the  acute  pain  she  felt 

otherwise  fall  into  a  state  of  mortification,  a  fo.cing  down,  as  though  the  oontents  of 

&c.  and  give  temporary  relief  to  urgent  the    abdomen     would    fall    out,    which 

symptoms.  obliged  her  to  remain  constantly  in  bed,  or 

A  warm  bran-ponltice  applied  to  the  on  a  sofa;  this  was  the  more  tiresome  as 

parts,  favours  the  discharge  of  serum,  and  she  could  only  lie  on  the  right  side  (when 

soothes  the  irritation  caused  by  the  punc-  the  head  of  the  child  could  be  felt)  with 

tures.    The  punctures  genenuly  heal  in  any  comfort,  any  other  position  occasion- 

two  days,  when  it  becomes  a  question  Ing  severe  pain. 

whether  to  re- apply  the  needles,  or,  if  the        The  dysuria  continued  long;  the  bowels 

kidneys  have  taken  on  an  increased  action  could  only  be  kept  free  by  clysters,  and 

by  the  use  derived  from  the  former  punc  each  motion  caused  pain,  and  the  appetite 

tures,  to  allow  the   increased  excretion,  was  very  small.    The  nervous  system  was 

**  viis  naturalibus,"  to  drain  the  svstem,  so  mucb  shook  that  she  remained  in  a 

assisted,  according  to  contingent  cfrcum«  very  excitable  state,  subject  to  hysterical 

stances,  by  other  diuretics.     In  the  pre-  attacks.    In  this  state  she  continued  up  to 

cedinff  case  there  is  no  doubt  that  there  the  end  of  the  ninth  month, 
was  dropsy  of  the  left  lung,  both  pleurae.        As  to  the  child,  it  was  impossible  to  as- 

and  probably  the  pericaroinm— which  I  certain  whether  it  lived  after  the  first  at- 

think  exists'  still,  altbough  he  feels  no  in-  tack,  as  Dr.  H.  could  never  discover  any 

convenience  by  his  symptoms— ascites  and  movement  on  examination,  and  the  patient 

anasarca ;  and,  nothing  gave  relief  till  the  had  only  observed  a  veiy  slight  sensation 

needles  were  used.  of  that  kind  twice. 

From  an  attentive  consideration  of  the 

• symptoms  already  enumerated,  Dr.  Hauius 

diagnosticated  an  abdominal  extra-uterine 

EXTRA  -  UTERINE    PREGNANCY,  prl^ncy. 

-,.,.-  L,     r.     T      .  About  the  latter  end  of  October  (the 

Temunaiing  favourably  after  Twenty-ant  normal  termination  of  her  pregnancy)  she 

Monthi'  Duration.  was  attacked  by  uterine  hsemorrhage,  fol- 

n    n     ii#  n  TT  a  lowed  by  a  disieharge  of  water  from  the 

BY  Da.  M.  B.  Hanids,  of  StaELiTE.  vagina,  "  which,"  says  the  author, "  would 

_  have  been  mistaken  for  the  liquor  amnii 

by  one  ignorant  of  midwifery.*'    She  suf- 

The  patient.  Mad.  C,  et  26,  a  healthy  fered  no  pain,  and  then  were  no  uterine 

middle-sized  female,  of  a  vigorous  mind,  contractions. 

who  had  been  married  five  years,  and  had  After  this,  regular  lochia  were  dischaiged, 
one  child  three  years  ago  after  a  natural  and  in  two  or  Uiree  days  the  breasts  be- 
labour, became  pregnant  about  January  came  turgid ;  milk  was  secreted,  and  ahe 
24th,  1830,  and  was  soon  after  attacked,  had  some  fever,  terminating  in  sweating. 
Whilst  at  the  watercloset,  with  a  very  acute  She  recovered  gradually,  without  accident, 
pain  in  the  pelvic  region,  which  recurred  and  left  her  bed  the  fifth  week,  looking 
each  time  the  bowels  wero  moved,  and  delicate,  but  healthy.  In  fact,  she  felt  so 
alternated  with  a  feeling  of  internal  uneasi-  well,  that  she  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
ness.  She  had  recourse  to  different  pos-  she  had  not  been  pregpnant,  but  merely  snf- 
tures  with  but  little  benefit;  the  horizontal  fered  from  excessive  menstruation.  The 
position  in  bed  alone  seemed  to  afford  re-  catamenia  recurred  in  December  follow 
lief.  Mad.  C.  thought  it  might  be  the  re-  ing,  and  continued  regular  for  four  months, 
suit  of  cold,  especially  as,  after  three  At  each  period  a  considerable  quantity  of 
months'  continuance,  it  seemed  to  subside  water  was  discharged  along  with  "the 
on  the  approach  of  warm  weather.  It  re-  menses.  Thus  she  continued  until  Manb, 
turned,  however,    vciy    severely.      Some  when  she  was  attacked  with  continued 
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feyer,  which  lasted  some  time,  hut  was  re-  urine  into  the  abdominal  cavity.     Leeches 

lieved  by  the  means  employed.  were  again  applied  orer  the  pubes,  with 

The  head  of  the  fcetus,  which  had  for-  emollient  poultices ;  a  small  quantity  of 

merly  been  discovered  in  the  ri^ht  iliac  bland  drinks  was  allowed,  and  strict  regi- 

region,  now  moved  anterioriy,  and  became  men.    Under  this  treatment  the  inflam- 

fixed  in  the  pubic  region,  forming  a  tumor  mation  did  not  appear  to  extend  beyond 

which  pressed  downwards  into  the  vagina  the  region  of  the  bladder ;  pain  was  not 

in  front  of  the  uterus,  the  orifice  of  which  felt  in  any  other  part  of   the  abdomen, 

organ  was  discovered  posteriorly.      The  For  four  days  he  was  in  a  very  dangerous 

tumor  g^dually  diminished,  and  passed  state.     On  the  fifth  day  the  pain  and  ten- 

over  to  the  left  side,  where  it  could  only  be  sion    of   the    hypogastrium    diminished  ; 

discovered  on  minute  examination.  the  pulse  was  less  frequent,  and  fuller; 

In  the  beginning  of  July  she  had  diar.  the  skin  softer,  cooler,  and  inclined  to  a 

rfacea,  which  lasted  some  time ;  and  along  gentle    diaphoresis;    appetite     returned, 

with    the  fsBces   there    passed    into    the  But  notwithstanding   the  restrictions  in 

"  commode"    something   in  weight  and  regard  to  diet,  the  patient  ate  a  quantity 

consistence  resembling  laudable  pus.    This  of  bread  and  sweat- meats,    drank    some 

was  succeeded,  in  a  few  days,  by  a  dis-  wine,  and  in  the  course  of  the  seventh 

charge  of  pure  blood ;  and  the  day  after  day  be  sunk.     On  dissection,  forty-eight 

one  bone  of  a  phalanx  was  found  in  the  hours  after  death,  adhesions  of  cellular 

night  chair.    This  was  discovered  to  have  membrane,  forming  very  firm  bands,  were 

passed  through  a  perforation  in  the  coat  of  found  between  the  parietes  of  the  abdo- 

the  rectum,  exceedingly  small,  and  only  men,  the  lateral  parts  of  the  bladder,  and 

just  within  reach  of  the  finger.    Through  the  other  viscera  contained  in  the  cavity  of 

the  same  opening  there  passed,  at  different  the  lesser  pelvis.    Other  bands  formed  a 

times,  both  the  femurs,  the  ossa  ilia,  the  pouch  behind  the  bladder,  containing  a 

scapulas,  the  clavicles,  an  ulna,  five  ribs,  turbid  urinous  fluid,  mixed  with  flocculi 

and  some  of  the  bones  of  the  wrist  and  of  albumen.    The  bladder  was  torn  to  the 

ankle,  and  some  bones  of  the  cranium,  extent  of  two  inches  at  the  postero-supe- 

Many  others  were  doubtless  passed  with  nor  part,  and  in  the  direction  of  its  great- 

the  feces  and  lost.     The  patient  reco-  est  diameter.  On  beholding  the  admirable 

vercd  *.  provision  of  nature  to  establish  a  new  re- 

. servoir  for  the  urine,  and  seeing  the  ad- 
vancement of  its  organization,  every  one 

RUPTURE  OF  THE  BLADDER  NOT  must  agree  with  M.  Dupuytren,  that  death 

IMMEDIATELY  MORTAL.  was  caused  by  indigestion,  consequent  on 

the  greedy  and  gluttonous  appetite  of  the 

S~ —  atient,  rather  than  by  the  rupture  of  the 

A  s*«u««  v^..-..* . ,  -o »  **^^®'  *"*^  ^^^  extravasation  of  urine. 

had  been  drinking  white  wine  neariy  a  The  stomach  and  small  intestines  pre- 

whole  day  in  a  tavern,  without  attending  sented  soine  patches  of  engorgement  of 

to  the  state  of  his  bladder.    On  coming  their  vess^s.     There  was  only  a  slight 

out  he  quarrelled  with  his  comrade,  who  effusion    of   serum    at    the  base   of  the 

knocked  him  down,  and  gave  him  a  kick  brain  •. 
over  the  pubes.    He  instantly  felt  violent 
pain.    He  was  carried  to  the  Hotel  Dieu, 

and  bled;  leeches  were  applied  over  the  AMNESIA    CURED    BY 

hypogastric    region;   fever    set  m.      AU  ^'»*^" 

though  the  bladder  did  not  appear  dis-  LOCAL  DEPLETION, 
tended,  M.  Dupuytren  sounded  it  to  eva- 
cuate its  contents ;  for,  from  the  history  of  Br  Dr.  Zabriskie. 

the  case,  rupture  of  the  bladder  was  sus-  

pected.  There  came  away  only  a  small  .,  *  .v 
quantity  of  turbid  reddish  urine.  In  di-  Patrick  Hart,  set.  45,  of  a  thin  spare 
lecting  the  beak  of  the  catheter  in  various  habit,  phlegmatic  temperament,  who  had 
directions,  M.  D.  thought  that  in  one  been  very  intemperate,  had  been  troubled 
point,  corresponding  to  theantero-superior  for  a  long  time  with  loss  of  memory,  fre- 
paries  of  the  bladder,  it  penetrated  far  quently  forgetting  the  most  common  things 
more  deeply.  The  rupture  was  supposed  occurring  to  him.  He  would  often  leave 
to  have  occurred  in  that  point;  and,  to  part  of  his  clothes  in  the  field  where  he  was 
confirm  the  diagnosis,  the  sound  gave  exit  at  work,  or  on  the  road,  and  could  not  re- 
to  a  new  q-iantity  of  fluid  like  the  former,  member  where  he  had  left  them ;  in  con- 
There    was    evidently    extravasation    of  vcrsation  he  would  repeat  the  same  thing 

•  Hnr«land'»  JoutdhI  and  Dublin  Journal.  •  ArthW.  Oeneralw,  June  1884. 
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several  times,  and  would  often  forget  what 
was  told  him,  so  ihat  frequently  he  would 
appear  almost  like  an  idioL  As  he  com- 
plained  of  pain  and  distress  in  his  head, 
cups  were  applied  to  the  temples,  which 
relieved  the  pain.  About  three  weeks 
after  this  he  again  came  to  me,  stating 
that  his  memory  had  been  much  better 
since  he  had  been  cupped,  and  requesting 
that  this  might  be  repeated.  It  was  ac- 
cordingly; and  since  this,  he  has  fre- 
quently told  me  that  he  could  remember 
as  well  as  ever  he  did ;  and  his  compa- 
nions have  also  assured  me  that  his  memoxy 
was  restored*. 


REPRODUCTION  OF  THE  EEL. 

It  has  been  commonly  supposed  that  eels 
are  viviparous;  but  Mr.  Yarrell,  who  read 
a  paper  on  this  subject  before  the  British 
Association  at  Cambridffe,  thinks  other- 
wise. He  states  his  belief  that  the  com- 
mon opinion  has  been  owing  to  the  fact 
that  eels  are  subject  to  numerous  intes- 
tinal worms,  three  species  of  which  he  de- 
scribes as  of  frequent  occurrence.  The 
sexes  are  distinct  in  eels,  and  the  females 
are  oviparous.  They  are  migratory;  at 
least,  in  tide  rivers,  they  extend  their  mi- 
grations  as  far  as  the  brackish  water: 
this  takes  place  in  autumn.  In  winter 
they  lie  imbedded  in  the  mud.  The  rest- 
lessness of  eels  during  thunder-storms, 
when  quantities  of  them  are  caught,  seems 
to  be  owing  to  the  high  degree  of  muscular 
irritability  that  exists  in  animals  which 
have  a  low  degree  of  respiration.  Fishes 
that  swim  near  the  surface  die  soon  i%hen 
taken  from  the  water,  having  a  higher  de- 
gree  of  respiration,  and  less  muscular  irri- 
tability, than  those  that  swim  near  the 
bottom ;  and  vice  vend, 

HABITS  OF  THE  SPIDER. 

Mr.  Black  wall  (Report  of  British  Asso- 
elation,  1833)  says  that  in  attempting  to 
drown  a  small  spider  (EH^om  atra)^  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  its  dimensions  accu- 
rately by  measurement,  he  was  astonished 
to  find  that,  at  the  expiration  of  two  days, 
tliough  it  had  remained  under  water  the 
whole  of  the  time,  it  was  as  lively  and  vi- 
gorous as  ever.  This  extraordinary  cir- 
cumstance  induced  him  to  submerge  nn- 
merous  specimens  of  both  sexes  in  cold 
water,  contained  in  a  glass  vessel  with 
perpendicular  sides,  on  the  21st  October, 
1633,  in  which  situation  they  continued 
till  22d  November  following,  an  internal 
of  768  hours,  without  having  their  vital 
energies  suspended. 

*  American  Joarn.  of  Med.  Science*. 


WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  or  BURIALS, 
From  Bills  of  Mortality,  Sept,  S,  1834. 


Age  and  DebilU7 .  40 
Apoplexy  .  .  4 
Asthtna  •  .  0 
Cancer  ■        .        I 

Childbirth  .  .  4 
Cholera  .  .  73 
Consumption  .  47 
Convulalona  .  S4 
Croup  ...  1 
Dentition  or  Teething  d 
Diarrhcea  .  .  2 
Dropsy  .        .14 

Dropsy  on  the  Brain  1 1 
Epilepsy  .  .  1 
Perer  ...  7 
Fever,  Scarlet  .  7 
FeTer,  Typbas  .  I 
Ooat  ...  1 
Haemorrhage  I 

Decrease  of  Burials,  as  compared  with  I  ..n 
the  precedint;  week       .       .       .  y   '* 
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Kept  at  Edmonton,  iMlitude  51*»  57'  3«"  A^ 
Longitude  0«  3'  51"  W.  rf  Gnenwieh. 


Heart,  diseased   .  I 

Hooping. Cough   .  7 

InAammatlon        .  19 

BoireUJ^  Stomach  11 

Hrain                   .  tf 

Lungs  and  Pleura  4 

Insanity       .  I 

Jaandlfc       .  t 

Lirer,  diaeaaed    .  2 

MeaHles         •        .  S 

MorilAcatlon         •  7 

Paralysis       -        •  3 

Small- Poz     .        .  S 

Sore   Throat    and 

Quinsey    .        .  I 

Thrush         .        .  3 

Stillborn      •         .11 


jfug.  18S4. 

Thursday .  31 
Friday  .  .32 
Saturday  .  23 
Sunday  .  .  24 
Monday .  .  25 
Tuesday .  .  26 
Wednesday  27 


TBKBMUMRTRa. 

from  Sa  to  76 

56  7A 

51  70 

46  68 

41  61 

40  63 

45  64 


Bakomxtbr. 

29  67  to  29  79 
29  85       29  88 


29  60 
29  57 
»50 
29'6f 
29  65 


29*70 
29-51 
29-54 

'i963 
29  7S 


Preralllng  wind.  S. W. 

The  three  flrst  days  generally  clear  i  ftvqaent 
heavy  showers  during  the  24th  and  25th  i  a  Ibiin. 
der  storm  on  the  afternoon  of  the  26th  }  the  27th 
generally  clear. 

Bain  Ikllen,  '95  of  an  Inch. 


Wind,  S.  by  E.  on  the  28th  »  since,  S.W. 
Generally  cloudy,  with  showers  on  each  day ; 
frequent  Intervals  of  sun-shloe. 
Bain  fallen,  1  Inch  and  '125  of  an  Inch. 

Chables  Hbnby  Adams. 


NOTICES. 

We  will  not  give  insertion  to  any  letter 
from  an  anonymous  toiditant  **  Governor*' 
of  Christ's  Hospital.  Our  correspondents 
on  such  subjects  are  not  afraid  to  give 
their  names. 

T.  D.  — The  letter  has  been  received, 
and  will  be  attended  to. 


Thursday .  28 

from  46  to  64 

29  77  to  29-70 

Friday.  .  .  29 

47 

65 

29-64 

29  60 

Saturday  .  ,*;o 

4) 

67 

29-55 

29-59 

Sunday  .  .  81 

49 

68 

2967 

29-73 

.Sept. 

Monday.  .    1 

51 

66 

29-79 

2988 

Tuesday   .   2 

54 

67 

29  88 

29-93 

Wednesday  8 

51 

65 

29  97 

29-99 

W.  Wilson,  Printer,  57, Skinner- Street,  London, 
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SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  13,  1834. 

0    LECTURES  anchor — and  blood  may  be  taken  to  a  very 

^  IsTge  extent ;  forty,  fifty,  or  sixty  ounces, 

nay  even  more,  may  require  to  be  taken  in 

THEORY  AND  PRACTICE   OF  the  course  of  a  very  few  hours.     If  ten  or 

vTTkixr  Ti?c<i>  V  twelve  ouncesonly  be  abstracted,  the  patient 

Mluwitt^KYi  seldom  obtain*  much  benefit;  depletion 

DeHv€red  at  the  London  Hotpital,  ^^"  l^^^  «/  little  unless  a  decided  impres- 

^^  sion  be  made  on  the  system  generally.   We 

By  Francis  H.  Ramsbotbah,  M.D.  observe  that  a  patient  will  bear  the  loss 

_.  of  a  larger  quantity  of  blood  under  apo- 

T                -VTW  P^^^y>  ^  ^'^U  ^  puerperal  convulsions, 

Lecture  aLIX.  without  fainting  being  produced,  than  in 

COMPLEX  LABOURS,  almost  any  other  affection.    Venesection, 

however,  had  better  not  be  attempted  dur- 

cONTrLSiONS  (eonttnued.}  ing  the  violence  of  the  paroxysm,  for  the 

Treatment. — Our  first  duty,  on  the  acces-  struggles  of  the  patient  will  most  likely 
uon  of  a  fit,  should  be  to  protect  the  pa-  prevent  its  being  properly  and  beneficially 
tient  from  injuring  herself  by  the  violence  performed.  We  may  content  ourselves 
of  her  struggles ;  and  then  to  endeavour  to  with  guarding  her  as  perfectly  as  possible 
prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  paroxysm,  until  the  fit  subsides;  and  when  it  has 
With  the  first  intention,  one  or  two  strong  passed  over,  and  the  patient  lies  in  a  state 
assistants  should  restrain  her,  so  as  to  pse-  of  coma,  or  consciousness  is  somewhat 
dude  the  possibilit^y  of  her  throwing  tier-  returning,  the  operation  will  be  easy.  Her 
self  off*  the  bed,  and  striking  her  head  or  head  and  shoulders  should  be  raised 
arms  against  any  hard  body.  The  lower  as  high  as  conveniently  may  be,  a 
jaw  must  be  depressed,  and  a  piece  of  fire-  free  opening  made  in  one  or  both  arms, 
wood  (as  good  an  instrument  as  can  be  and  the  blood  allowed  to  run  in  a  full 
lued,  and  which  is  generally  at  hand),  stream.  At  first  it  will  probably  flow 
wrapped  round  either  with  a  handkerchief  sluggishly,  and  dark  in  colour;  afterwards 
or  some  other  soft  material,  inserted  be-  it  will  come  more  freely,  and  of  a  more 
tween  the  molar  teeth,  and  kept  constantly  natural  appearance ;  and  it  should  not  be 
in  its  place  by  an  assistant :  if  allowed  to  restrained  until  a  sensible  eflcct  be  made 
^p  out  for  a  minute,  during  the  acm^  of  upon  the  pulse,  or  commencing  pallor  of 
a  paroxysm,  the  jaws  may  be  violently  the  lips  indicate  approaching  faintness. 
closed  and  extensile  injury  sustained.  1  The  probability  is,  that  from  twenty  to 
have  many  times  known  the  tongue  so  thirty  ounces  will  be  abstracted  before  this 
swollen  by  inflammation,  consequent  on  effect  is  produced.  The  quantity,  within 
laceration,  that  the  teeth  could  not  be  a  certain  moderation,  should  not  be  regard- 
brought  tc^etber  for  some  days.  ed ;  graduated  vessels  in  such  a  case,  to 

Means  must  next  be  taken  to  relieve  the  measure  the  loss  by,  are  not  required; 

patient  effectually.  Believing  that  the  cause  any  thing  nearest  at  hand  will  serve  our 

most  commonly  consistsin  pressure  to  which  purpose  equally  well, 

the  cerebral  mass  is  subjected,  the  same  treat-  Our  next  inaication  is  to  procure  copi- 

ment  must  be  adopted  that  we  would  have  ous  evacuations  from  the  bowels  as  early 

recourse  to  under  ordinary  apoplexy — viz.  as  possible.     If  the  patient  be  sensible, 

the  abstraction  of  blood,  and  acting  briskly  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  administering 

on  the  intestinal  canal.     Bleeding  is  our  medicine  for  this  object  by  the  mouth ; 

great  reliance — the    lancet  is  our  sheet-  but  if  she  remains  still  under  coma,  she 

354.— xu.  3  H 
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may  perhaps  be  unable  to  awallow.  An  more  blood  either  from  the  arm  or 
attempt  may,  neTertheless,  be  made  to  get  to  the  seat  of  distress,  while  yet  the  con- 
some  cathartic  into  the  stomach;  and  vulsife  fits  continue  nnalyited  in  tiieirse- 
ivith  this  view,  ten  or  twelve  grains  of  ca-  verity :  under  sach  a  case,  we  have  only 
lomel  may  be  mixed  with  a  little  sugar,  one  other  resonrce^delivery,  if  it  can  be 
and  put  upon  the  tongue;  and  a  table-  effected.  Emptying  the  uterus  will  usually 
spoonful  of  infusion  of  senna  and  jalap  put  a  stop  to  the  fits  at  any  rate  for  a 
may  be  exhibited  every  half  hour,  till  time;  and  if  there  be  no  permanent  injuiy 
stools  are  produced,  l^he  probability  is  done  to  the  brain,  it  will  generally  miti- 
that  some  part  will  pass  down :  for  in  gate  them  most  materially.  According  to 
most  instances,  if  we  watch  the  proper  the  progress  the  labour  has  made,  must  be 
opportunity,  deglutition  may  be  accom-  the  means  we  employ  for  this  object. 
plished.  In  case,  however,  this  cannot  be  Thus,  if  the  foetal  head  be  down  in  the 
effected,  a  strong  purgative  enema  may  pelvis,  so  that  we  can  feel  an  ear,  we  may 
be  injected,  and  repeated  if  necessary.  By  nave  recourse  to  the  short  forceps;  if  it  be 
some,  emetics  have  been  recommended;  not  within  their  scope,  the  long  forceps 
but  unless  there  were  indications  of  the  may  be  employed ;  and  if  it  remain  en- 
stomach  containing  undigested  food  in  tirely  above  the  brim,  we  may  be  driven  to 
some  quantity,  I  think  emetics  not  the  use  of  the  perforator.  Again :  should 
called  for.  Though  the  patient  may  the  membranes  be  unbroken,  we  may  turn 
be  relieved  for  a  time,  we  are  not  to  ex-  the  child  and  deliver  by  the  feet  Of  all 
pect  an  immediate  cessation  of  the  fits;  these  means,  we  should  much  prefer  de- 
a  fresh  attack  will  most  likely  occnr,  livery  by  the  forceps,  if  it  could  be  effected 
moderated  or  not  in  intensity,  according  to  without  injury;  bnt,  unfortunately,  the 
circumstances ;  for  which,  after  the  lapse  operation  is  rendered  very  difficult,  and  in 
of  a  short  time,  another  bleeding  may  be  no  small  degree  hazardous,  by  the  violent 
required ;  nor  should  we  hesitate  to  have  contortions  accompanying  each  fit,  and 
recourse  to  the  lancet  a  second  or  even  a  the  incessant  movements  of  the  penon 
third  time,  if  the  arterial  system  regains  in  the  interval  of  the  paroxysms,  which  is 
its  power.  As  an  auxiliary  of  no  mean  mostly  present  when  delivery  is  required. 
consideration,  the  hair  may  be  taken  off.  Although,  then,  the  alternative  offered  by 
and  cold  applied  to  the  head;  and  the  craniotomy  is  painful  to  contemplate,  we 
shoulders  should  be  kept  in  an'  elevated  should  have  recourse  to  it  rather  than  run 
position.  Both  Gooch  and  Blundell  speak  the  risk  of  inflicting  extensive  injury  on 
of  the  advantage  Sometimes  derived  from  the  mother's  person.  The  child,  indeed,  as 
drawing  the  woman's  person  partly  over  I  have  jnst  said,  is  frequently  bom  still, 
the  edge  of  the  bed,  and  pouring  water  after  ibe  mother  has  suffered  ilrom  convnU 
nnspanngly  on  the  head.  sions ;   but   the  chance   of  its   previous 

I  think  it  useless,while  the  violence  of  the  death  would   not  warrant  us^  in  takine 

convulsions  lasts,  to  attempt  the  application  the  perforator  in  hand  if  delivery  could 

of  cupping-glasses  to  the  back  of  the  neck,  be  accomplished  safely  by  any  other  means, 

or  even  leeches  to  the  temples;  or  to  blister  Neither  is  the  operation  of  taming  un- 

the  shaved  head,   or  nape  of  the  neck,  der  convulsions  free  from  objections.    It 

The    contortions  of  the    patient's    body  would  be  most  unwise  to  attempt  iti  per- 

would  prevent  the  glasses  being  fixed,  and  forraance  if  the  head  were  engaged  in  the 

there  would  be  a  great  chance  of  their  be-  brim  of  the-  pelvis — if  the  membranes  had 

ing  broken  even  if  properly  applied.     It  been  raptured  for  some  hours,  and  the 

would  certainly  be  less  difficult  to  apply  uterus  was  strongly  contracted  round  the 

leeches,  but  they  are  too  slow  in  acting  child's  body ;  because  of  the  difficulty  we 

for  our  present  purpose,  and  the  urgency  of  must  experience,  and  the  danger  we  must 

the  case  requires  more  prompt  and  effec-  necessarily  encounter.    Nor  would  it  be 

tual  means.    The  same  disadvantages  at-  judicious  to  attempt  the  forcible  dilatatiop 

tach  to  blisters  even  in  an  increased  de-  of  the  os  uteri  by  the  hand;  especially  if 

gree.    Not  that  I  object  to  local  depletion ;  it  be  rigid.    Bearing  in  mind  that  the  re. 

it  is  certainly  desirable  to  relieve  the  ves-  mote  cause  probably  exists  in  the  uterus, 

sels  of  the  brain  by  any  method  in  our  pes-  and  that  the  fits  owe  their  origin  to  irrita- 

session ;  but  general  tleeding  is  far  pre-  tion  propagated  from  that  organ  to  the 

ferable  to  the  less  powerful  resources.  Pro-  brain,  we  should  be  most  cautious  not  to 

vided,  then,  the  symptoms  are  but  little  add  another  source  of  irritation  by  our  ma- 
alleviated,  while  delivery  is  impossible,  or^  nual  endeavours.    Under  such  a  state  of 

would  be  attended  with  much  hazard,  we  things,  bleeding  should  be  carried  to  its 

may  open  the  temporal  artery,  or  (what  I  fullest  extent,  rather  than  delivery  be  at- 

think  better)  the  jugular  vein ;  and  thus  tempted.      If,  indeed,  the  mouth  of  the 

secure  the  advantages  both  of  general  and  womb  be  open  and  flaccid,  offering  little 

local  depletion  at  the  same  time.  or  no  resi5itance  to  the  passage  of  the 

But  we  may  bo  fearful  of  tnking  any  hand— if  the  membranes  be   still  entire, 
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and  deliveiy  became  neceaiarjr— tumlnff  the  present  day.    Honter  used  to  aay,  that 

might  be  undertaken  with  every  prospect  moze  than  one-halfofthepatients attacked 

of  a  happy  termination.  with  this  disease  died.    From  Parr*8  Me- 

Even  the  emptying  of  the  uterus,  how*  dical  Dictionary  we  learn  that  six  out  of 

ever,  does  not  always  put  a  period  to  the  ten  of  the  cases  terminated  fatally.    Ja- 

fits;   though  they  generally  become  less  cobs  tells  us  that  none  recovered ;  and  in 

▼iolent  when  the  labour  is  perfected.    If  a  small  work,  *<  The  Clinical  Guide,"  pub> 

they  continue  eqnidly  as  strong  after  the  Ushed  by  Dr.  Nisbet  in  1800, — ^a  book  not 

birth  as  before,  whether  the  delivery  has  generally  known,  though  containing  many 

been  natural  or  artificial,  I  should  suspect  highly  useful  practical  remarks,— we  read, 

that  some  lesion  had  taken  place  within  that  when  coma  accompanies  the  fits,  the 

the  brain,  and  ^ouldlook  upon  the  case  as  disease  **  generally,  though   not  always, 

ahnost  hopeless.    Still,  a  continuance  of  proves  fatal." 

the  same  means  may  be  used,  in  a  modified  Few,  comparatively,  under  good  care, 

degree ;  leeches,  cupping  (if  it  can  be  ac-  i>ow  terminate  unfortunately ;  and  the  fa- 

oomplished),  and  blisters,  may  now  be  had  vourable  results  are  to  be  attributed  to  the 

recourse  to,  or  mustard  cataplasms  to  the  extent  to  which  bleeding  and  other  eva- 

feet  or   calves   of  the   legs,  in  oonjunc  cuant  means  are  carried.    Gooch  used  to 

tion  with  eold  applications  to  the  head,  My  that  he  never  had  lost  a  patient  un- 

and  a  continuance    of  purgative  medi-  ^^^  convulsions,  when  free  bleeding  had 

cines  by  the  mouth,  or  in  enema.    The  l>^n  practised;  but  that  all  the  women 

same   plan   will   also   be    found    effica-  who  had  died  under  his  observation  had 

cious  in  relieving  the    violent  headache,  been  bled  insuflicientlv.     Eight,  ten,  or 

which    often    remains    for    some    dajrs  twelve  ounces  of  blood  used  to  be  consi- 

after  a  convulsive  attack  $  and  which  gra-  dered  as  much  as  it  was  safe  to  abstract; 

duallv  disappears  under  such  treatment,^  and  the  principal  reliance  was  placed  on 

aidea  by  perfect   quietude,  a  dmrkened'  antispasmodic  and  mnwuf  remedies,  as  they 

apartment,  elevated  position  of  the  upper  were  called,  consisting  principally  of  aether, 

part  of  the  trunk,  and  the  sparest  oiet  ammonia,  camphor,   musk,  castor,   and 

consistent  with  the  due  performance  of  opium.    Such  medicines,  as  being  stimuli, 

the  various  functions  of  the  body.    When  must  add  to  the  dan^r,  by  increasing  the 

recoverr  takes  place  it  is  mostly  perfect,  power  of  the  circulating  oigans,  and  throw' 

gradually  brought  about,  and  no  trace  re-  ing  more  blood  on  the  alrndy  over-loaded 

mains  of  the  serious  attack  the  patient  has  brain ;  and  all,  especially  opium,  seem  per- 

■uffered.     Merriman,    indeed,    mentions  fectly  inadmissible  during  the  continuance 

having  known  two  or  three  instances  of  of  the  convulsive  paroxysms, 

mania  occurring  as  soon  as  the  convul.  I  perfectly  agree  with  Professor  Bums 

sions  eeased,    and   remaining   for   some  that  "  opium  is  highly  danfcrous,"  and, 

weeks,  yet  the  patients  ultimately  got  well ;  indeed,  «  to  be  avoided,  as  the  most  fatal 

and  another   of  true   chronic   epilepsy,  agent  that  can  be  employed."    The  whole 

which  continued  for  some  years,  until  the  of  the  chapter  on  convulsions  in  his  work 

woman  died  of  pulmonary  disease.     In  I  would  recommend  to  your  most  attentive 

one  case  that  I  attended,  furious  mania  perusal. 

eame  on  on  the  ninth  day  after  delivery,  My  father  was  one  of  the  first  practi- 
and  continued  for  a  week:  the  woman  tioners  in  London  who  strongly  insisted 
subsequently  perfectly  recovered.  Chronic  on  the  depleting  practice  being  carried  to 
epilepsy  has  not  happened  as  a  sequela  of  the  extent  now  almost  universafiy  adopted; 
puerpeml  convulsions  under  my  own  ob-  and  the  advantage  of  this  system  is 
servation ;  but  I  have  known  one  instance  acknowledged  by  eveiy  practical  man. 
in  which  the  fits  appeared  in  three  sue-  Some  of  the  earlier  French  authors,  how- 
oessive  pr^^andes.  Dewees  mentions  a  ever,  were  strong  advocates  for  the  ad- 
case  in  which  the  third  and  fifth  labours  vantage  of  laige  bleeding,  and  Puzos  par- 
were  attended  with  convulsions,  as  vfell  as  ticularly  insists  on  its  necessity.  The 
the  first;  and  he  attributes  the  return  to  accidental  loosening  of  the  bandage  tied 
neglect  of  proper  management  during  the  round  the  arm  after  venesection,  seemed 
last  weeks  of  pregnancy.  Both  Perfect  to  give  Dr.  Denman  the  fint  idea  of  the 
and  Portal,  also,  as  well  as  Baudelocqne  value  of  larger  losses  of  blood  than  were 
and  Capuron,  have  put  instances  on  re-  at  that  time  practised.  Highly  valuable, 
cord,  of  convulsions  attacking  the  same  however,  as  the  lancet  is  under  such  a 
patient  in  subsequent  labours.  state,   it  may  still  be  abused:   rashness 

The  contrast  between  the  fatality  of  the  must  be  deprecated  here  as  well  as  in  other 

cases  now  met  with,  and  those  put  on  re-  diseases ;  and  no  more  blood  should  be 

cord  by  Saviard  and  others  in  the  seven-  taken  than  is  sufliclent  to  produce  the  ef- 

teenth  century,  and  Smellie,  Perfect,  and  ftct  desired,  whatever  the  quantity  may  be. 

Spence,  in  the  last,  cannot  but  be  a  subject  We  should  be  prepared  to  expect  that  a 

of  high  gnitulation  to  the  practitioners  of  patient,  after  having  sufiei^  a  convulsive 
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seizure,  would  have  no  remembrance  of  the  head,   nor  the  same  hideonsneas  of 

any  thing  that  occurred  subsequently  to  aspect.    There  is  a  sensation  of  globaa» 

the  attack  until  the  time  that  she  regamed  palpitation  of  the  heart,  .and  a  discharge 

her  sensibility ;  and  we  not  only  find  this  of  flatus  on  the  termination  of  the  fit. 

to  be  the  case,  but  the  disease  seems  fre.  The  muscles  of  the  back  seem  to  be  the 

quently  to  wipe  away  all  recollection  of  principal  seat  of  spasm,  so  that  the  trank 

eren  ts  that  happened  some  time  before  the  is  bent  backwards,  in  the  form  of  an  arch  ;*- 

accession  of  the  fits,  while  she  was  per-  a  state   of    things   mentioned   both    by 

fectly  conscious.  Thus  I  have  known  more  Dewees  and  Bams,  as  strongly  characte- 

than  one  instance  of  a  woman  apparently  ristic  of  the  hysterical  kind.    Such  caaes 

well  when  delivered,  who  (having  become  A%quentljr  depend  on  irritation  existing  in 

the  subject  of  convulsions  a  few  hours  the  intestinal  canal,  and  may  generally  be 

after)  on  the  restoration  of  her  faculties,  had  relieved  by  brisk  purging,  tne  dashing  of 

no  recollectidn  of  her  labour,  and  was  only  cold  water  on  the  face,  and  warm  frictions, 

convinced  that  she  \vas  delivered  by  her  or  stimulating  applications,  to  the  8to> 

child  being  brought  to  her.     My  father  mach,  abdomen,  and  back.    Some  of  the 

mentions  a  case  in  which,  "although  the  medicines  which  I  have  just  enumerated 

lady  at  the  time  of  her  delivery  appeared  may  be  of  service  in  this  variety,  and  an 

in  perfect  health,  she  had  no  recollection  assafostida  injection  has  sometimes  at  onoe 

whatever,  after  her  recovery,  of  the  occur-  cut  short  the  disease.    This  latter  remedy 

rences  during  her  labour,  or  indeed  of  those  I  have  also  occasionally  found  useful  in 

of  fame  daps  preceding  that  event :  thev  ap-  removing  the  head-ache  generally  subse- 

peared  a  blank  in  her  existence."  BUndness  quent  to  an  attack  of  true  convulsions, 

and  deafness,  continuing  for  some  days.  Apoplexy  under  labour,  and   during  tbe 

are  no  uncommon  consequences  of  convul-  last  few  weeks  of  pregnancy,  unattended 

sions.    Denman  mentions,  that  in  almost  with    convulsive     action,    is    sometimes, 

every  case  which  he  had  seen,  there  was  though  rarely,  met  with, 

evidently,  after  delivery,  a  greater  or  less  The  symptoms  are  those  characteristic 

degree  of  abdominal  inflammation.  Gooch  of  the  same  disease  under  ordinary  stales 

also  states,  that  peritonitis  often  follows  of  system;  nor  does  the  case  require  any 

Tuerperal  convulsions.     I  cannot  say  that  other  than  the  common  treatment.    Both 

have  made  the  same  remark.  during  the  continuance  of  the  convulsive 

Of  forty,  three  women  whom  I  have  my.  paroxysms,  as  well  as  after  their  cessation, 

self  seen  under  puerperal  convulsions,  in  while  the  patient  still  remains  in  a  state 

ten  cases  the  fits  attacked  the  patient  be-  of  imperfect  consciousness,  it  is  quite  ne- 

fore  labour  pains  came  on ;  in  twentv-four,  cessarv  that  the  bladder  should  be  carefullj 

during  labour  itself;  and  in  nine,  after  the  attenaed  to ;  as  it  may  become  inordinately 

birth  was  perfected.    Thirty  of  these  wo-  distended,  and  perhaps  serious  mischief 

men  were  delivered  naturally ;  five  by  the  may  ensue.    Some,  with  La  Motte,  hav« 

forceps ;  three  by  craniotomy ;   four  by  even  attributed  an  attack  of  convulsions 

turning ;    and  one    by  the  blunt   hook,  to  over-distention  of  this  viscus,  as  a  canse. 
Thirty-six  recovered  perfectly ;  seven  died : 

one  was  a  twin  case.    Of  the  children,  rvptcre  op  the  utervs. 

twenty-one  were  bom  living;  twenty-three  Average  frequeiwu; — tituation  and  dtree- 

dead.    About  two  cases  out  of  three  were  turn  rf  the  rent. — Occasionally  tbe  uterus 

first  pregnancies.     Of  those  who  died,  in  bursts,   its   structure    gives  way,   and  a 

one  instance  I  found  a  large  quantity  of  rent  is  formed  in  its  substance:  an  acci- 

blood  extravasated  under  the  arachnoid  dent  of  the  most  formidable  nature,  and 

membrane,  which  had  escaped  from  amp-  which,  by  far  most  generally,  terminates 

tured  Tcssel  in  the  pia  mater,  situated  be-  fatally.    Rupture  of  the  uteras  is  certainly 

tween  the  convolutions  c^  the  posterior  a  very  rare  accident;  but  there  can  be  no 

lobe  of  the  right  hemisphere  of  the  bniin.  doubt  both  that  it  has  often  been  the  nn- 

Hytterieal  convM/Mms.— Nervous  and  irri-  detected  cause  of  death,  and  also  that, 

table  women  are  liable  occasionally  during  when  known  to  the  attendant,  it  has  not 

labour,  but  more  particularly  under  preg-  nnftiequently  been   concealed  from  mis- 

nancy,  to  convulsive  fits  of  a  much  less  taken  feelings  of  policy.    Bums  states  that 

dangerous  kind  than  that  which  I  have  its  frequency  has  been  calculated  at  1  in 

just  described,  which  seem  not  to  ori^-  940  eases.    Out  of  33,348  cases,  however, 

nate  in  pressure  sustained  by  the  brain,  delivered  by  the  midwives  of  the  Royal 

and  for  the  removal  of  which  such  violent  Maternity  Charity  within  the  last  thirteen 

remedies  are  not  required.    In  these  the  years,  partly  under  my  father's  snperin- 

spasmodic  affection  is    confined   to    the  tendimoe,  and  paitly  under  my  own  (when 

muscles  of  the  trank    and   extremities,  an  occurrence  of  the  kind  could  not  have 

seldom  afl*ecting  the  face :  there  is  not  the  happened  without  our  knowledge),  we  have 

same  violent  disturbance  of  the  sensorium,  only  had  eight  instances  of  rupture  of  the 

nor  the  same  turgescence  of  the  vessels  of  uteras  or  vagina,  being  one  in  about  4168 
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labours.  The  rent  may  take  place  at  any  my  father,  in  which  the  child  and  mem- 
part  of  the  uterine  structnre — the  fundus,  branes  had  passed  into  the  peritoneal  ca- 
the  body,  the  cerrix,  or  the  mouth,  may  vity  before  the  os  uteri  could  admit  two 
^ive  way.  It  varies  also  considerably  fingers.  Mr.  Kite  published  a  case,  in  1795, 
m  its  direction,  being  sometimes  longi-  of  rupture  of  the  uterus  at  seven  months, 
tudinal,  at  others  transverse,  or  oblique ; —  occurring  at  the  very  commencement  of 
specimens  of  each  variety  are  before  labour:  the  case  terminated  favourably, 
you.  The  vagina  may  be  implicated  or  Most  likely,  in  both  these  instances,  there 
remain  uninjured.  The  laceration  may  was  disease  in  the  uterine  structure— a 
pass  through  the  whole  structure  of  the  softening  or  thinning  of  texture,  for  in- 
utenrs,  and  involve  both  membranes,  an  stance,  consequent  on  inflammation;  for 
extensive  communication  being  made  at  we  cannot  suppose  that  the  healthy  womb 
once  with  the  abdominal  cavity ;  or  the  would,  by  its  own  powers,  lacerate  its 
peritoneum  may  be  lacerated,  and  the  substance  before  the  membranes  of  the 
parenchyma  only  slightly  torn ;— or,  again,  ovum  had  given  way ;  and  while  its  mouth 
a  large  rent  may  extend  through  the  inner  was  nndilated. 

membrane  and  the  parenchymatous  struc-  Laceration  of  the  uterus  is  most  likely 

ture,  while  the  peritoneum  continues  en-  to  happen  to  a  patient  who  has  had  three 

tire,  the  blood  which  is  eflused  being  pent  or  four  children,  who  possesses  a  slightly 

up  below  it,  and  not  extravasated  into  the  distorted  pelvis,  and    who    has  been  in 

^neral  cavity  of  the  belly.    I  have  seen  strong  labour  a  number  of  hours, 

instances  of  each  of  these  kinds.    It  is  Although  the  rent  may  take  place  in 

most  usual  for  the  laceration  to  take  place  any  portion  of  the  ei^gan,  its  most  fra- 

throagb  all  the  structures  at  once.    The  4^uentseatisat  theneek,eiU]erat  theposta- 

rapture  may  be  instantaneous  or  more  gra-  nor  part,  opposite  the  prominence  of  the 

dual;  a  large  rent,  sufficient  to  allow  the  sacrum,  or  anteriorly,  behind  tiie  sympby* 

child  to  escape  into  the  abdomen,  may  sis  pubis.     The  direction  is  also  mostly 

happen  in  an  instant,  or  a  small  aperture  transverse,  or  slightly  oblique.    I  think  it 

may  first  be  made,  and  gradually  increased  is  not  difficult  to  account  for  this  being  the 

with  each  return  of  uterine  contraction,  most  usual  situation  of  the  injury;  for 

until  it  has  acquired  a  size  sufficient  to  since,  during  the  latter   part  of   gesta- 

permit   the  passage  of  the  whole  foetal  tion,  the  womb  rests  upon  the  pelvic  brim, 

Iwdy  out  of  tne  uterine  into  the  peritoneal  if  the  promontory  of  the  sacrum  dip  too 

cavity.  far  forward,   or  the  ridge  of  the  pubes 

Cmaa, — Rupture  of  the  uterus  may  be  be  pretematurally  sharp,  it  is  reason- 
produced  by  the  violence  of  the  uterine  able  to  suppose  that  the  uterine  struc- 
eflbrts  themselves — the  viscus  bursting  nn  •  ture  may  be  aflected,  that  inflamma- 
der  its  own  inordinate  action  ;*— or  it  may  be  tion  may  occur  as  a  consequence  of  pres- 
the  consequence  of  forcible  and  improperly-  sure,  and  that  a  thinninv  or  softening  of 
conducted  attempts  to  turn,  unaer  a  the  substance  may  be  induocd ;  and  under 
shoulder  or  other  presentation ;  of  which  these  dreumstances,  should  the  structure 
sad  catastrophe  I  have  unfortunatelv  seen  give  way  at  all,  it  is  likely  that  the 
more  than  one  instance;— or,  again,  it  may  weakened  part  will  be  the  first  to  suffer, 
be  caused  by  instruments,  in  the  hands  of  Denman,  indeed,  says,  that  "  indepen- 
the  ignorant,  the  careless,  or  the  inconsi-  dently  of  (Usease,  the  uterus  may  be  worn 
derately  rash.  I  cannot  think  with  Ija  through  mechanically,  in  long  and  severe 
Motte  and  Levret,  that  the  struggles  of  the  labours,  by  pressure  and  attrition  between 
child  can  ever  occasion  it.  the  head  of  the  child  and  the  projecting 

Oecun  to  all  khuUafpatientStand  at  all  periods  bones  of  a  distorted  pelvis;  especially  it 
^  laAonr.— This  accident  may  occur  to  we-  they  be  drawn  into  points,  or  a  sharp 
men  bearing  a  first  or  subsequent  children ;  edge."  One  or  other  of  these  causes  alsomay 
to  the  young,  as  well  as  those  more  ad-  explain  why  we  more  frequently  meet  with 
vanoed  in  life-- to  the  plethoric  and  the  laceration  of  the  uterus  when  the  pelvis  ii 
debilitated— to  the  healthy  and  the  ailing,  slightly  contracted,  in  the  coigugate  dia- 
But  of  the  many  cases  to  which  I  have  meter  at  the  brim,  than  when  the  distor- 
been  ealled.  I  have  only  known  one  in-  tion  is  excessive.  It  must  not  be  forgotten, 
stance  in  which  it  happened  during  a  first  however,  that  by  a  fall,  or  other  accident, 
labour.  It  may  take  place  as  well  under  a  the  uterus  may  be  so  much  injured  as  to 
head,  a  breech,  or  a  transverse  presenta-  induce  a  degree  of  disease  that  will  pre- 
tion,  and  at  any  period  of  the  labour.  It  dispose  it  to  lacerate  at  that  spot  where 
has  been  known  to  happen  at  the  very  the  blow  was  inflicted,  when  it  takes  on  it- 
commencement  of  the  process,  when  the  self  expulsive  action. 
OS  nteri  had  not  acquired  a  dilatation  equal  Sywtptoms, — The  symptoms  of  ruptured 
to  the  diameter  of  a  shilling.  A  prepara-  uterus  are  strongly  characteristic  of  some 
tion  of  ruptured  uterus  was  onoe  sent  to  violent  injury  sustained;  and  they  may  be 
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divided  into  the  local  and  moregeneml  peritoneal  cavitj,  throngh  the  rent  thus 

marks.    The  hiBtory  of  the  case  will  be  artificially  made.    We  are  not,  howerer, 

somewhat  of  this  kind : — .  to  expect  this  as  an  nniversal  syapton  ; 

A  woman  who  has  probably  borne  two  or  though  when  it  does  occnr,  it  may  be  eon. 
three  children— who  has  generally  suffered  sidered  the  strongest  diagnostic  mark  we 
lingering  labours — who  we  know  possesses  can  observe ;  because  it  is  not  unlikely  that 
a  small  peMs^and  for  whose  safety  we  the  head  may  hare  preTiously  become 
are  consequently  more  than  usually  solicit-  locked  in  the  pelvis  by  the  contractions  of 
ous — ^is  most  likely  going  on  well  in  labour,  the  uterus ;  and  if  it  be  firmly  jammed,  it 
haying  borne,  witn  fortitude  and  good  spi-  is  impossible  that  it  can  five  itself  so  as  to 
rits,  a  number  of  strong  expulsive  pains;  recede.  We  must  not  confound  the  entire 
when,  in  the  acm^  of  one  of  these  power-  disappearance  of  the  head  out  of  the 
fill  contractions,  she  suddenly  sorieks,  finger's  reach  under  this  accident  with  the 
cries  out  that  something  has  given  way  alternate  advance  and  retreat  that  takes 
within  her,  and  expresses  herself  as  being  place  in  natural  labour,  which  I  have 
in  violent  agony.  It  is  said  that  this  rend-  already  told  you  is  highly  desirable^  in 
ing  sensation  has  been  accompanied  by  a  order  that  the  soft  parts  may  be  at  inter- 
noise  distinctly  audible  to  the  attendants  vals  relieved  fiom  pressure.  1  have  known 
in  the  room ;  but  as  I  was  never  present  some  embarrassment  produced  in  the  mind 
when  the  accident  happened,  I  have  no  of  a  young  practitioner  by  such  a  circum- 
opportunity  of  verifying  or  refuting  tiie  stance;  but  those  who  have  attended  to 
assertion  by  my  own  observation.  From  the  phenomena  of  natural  labour,  can 
that  time,  all  proper  uterine  action  ceases,  scarcely  fall  into  this  kind  of  error, 
or  becomes  ver^  much  diminished.  If  an  Occasionally,  then,  it  will  happen  that 
extensive  rent  is  formed  at  once,  the  pro-  the  whole  of  the  child's  body  at  once 
bability  is  that  the  labour-pains  will  be  in-  escapes  through  the  rent  into  the  abdo- 
stantly  suspended;  but  if  it  be  only  slight  minal  cavity;  nay,  the  same  strong  con- 
in  the  first  instance,  they  will  most  likely  traction  that  caused  the  rupture  has  ex- 
be  continued  for  some  little  time,  though  pelled  both  child  and  placenta  into  the 
their  character  will  be  more  feeble,  and  peritoneal  sac;  and  the  uterus  oontinmng 
with  each  retnm  of  contraction  there  will  to  act,  they  have  both  been  enclosed  in  a 
be  an  increase  in  the  laceration..  Should  shut  cavity,  to  which  there  is  no  outlet, 
the  pains  of  parturition  entirely  cease.  In  a  case  that  occurred  within  the  know- 
their  place  will  be  supplied  by  a  new  pain,  ledge  of  my  father,  the  foetus  was  expelled 
referred  to  one  fixed  spot,  constant,  most  into  the  belly  through  the  rent,  and  by  the 
agonizing,  and  much  more  difficult  to  same  uterine  effort  the  placenta  was  thrown 
bear  than  the  throes  of  labour.'  into  the  world  through  the  vagina.    I  was 

There  is  seldom  observed,  consequent  called  to  a  case  lately,  in  which,  although 
upon  the  accident,  a  copious  flow  of  san-  the  head  originally  presented,  the  ehud 
guineous  discharge.  You  would  suppose,  was  bom  by  the  breech.  The  laceration 
d  jniorif  as  the  vessels  of  the  uterus  are  so  took  place  at  the  cervix  uteri,  impUcat- 
large,  that  when  they  are  torn,  blood  ing  also  the  vagina,  while  the  head  was 
would  be  poured  out  rapidly  fix>m  the  entirely  above  the  brim;  it  escaped 
lacerated  surfhces,  in  a  somewhat  similar  through  the  new-made  opening,  and  the 
way  as  when  the  placenta  is  partially  sepa-  fiindus  continuing  to  contract,  tiie  breech 
rated  before  or  after  the  child's  birth.  But  was  forced  down  into  the  situation  the 
this  is  not  the  case ;  there  is  seldom  con-  head  originally  occupied :  an  evolution 
siderable  flooding  as  a  conseouence  of  was  thus  spontanously  made,  and  the 
lacerated  uterus,  and  sometimes  tnere  is  no  breech  passed  into  the  pelvis:  the  child 
increase  of  discharge  whatever.  Even  was  eventually  extractea  with  some  diffi. 
should  the  vessels  bleed  fteely,  their  con-  culty.  Cases  are  on  record  in  which  the 
tents  need  not  escape  externally ;  for  the  same  contraction  that  caused  the  lace- 
head  of  the  child  may  be  so  blocking  up  ration  expelled  the  child  into  the  world, 
the  pelvis  as  to  prevent  the  exit  of  the  Whenever  the  foetus  has  thus  escaped 
fluid  through  the  vagina,  and  it  may  be  more  or  less  out  of  the  uterus  into  the 
effused  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  its  limbs  may  be 

On  making  an  examination  soon  after  traced  through  the  abdominal  parietes ; 

this  new  pain  is  complained  of,  we  shall  the  breech,  legs,  and  perhaps  the  arms, 

usually  find  that  the  head,  which  could  be  may  be  felt  tolerably  distinctly, 

easily  detected  at  our  previous  examina-  The  symptoms  I  have  just  enumerated 

tions,   can  now   only  just   be    touched,  are  particular  signs,  and  belong  exclusively 

or  it  may  have  receded  completely  out  of  to  the  case  we  are  considering;  but  there  are 

the  reach  of  the  finder,  so  as  to  elude  our  others  of  a  more  general  character,  which 

search.    This  is  owing  to  the  admission  soon  take  place,  and  are  themselves  also 

of  the  child's  body  more  or  less  within  the  highly  characteristic  of  the  accident   The 
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general  ijinptoms,  then,  are  exactly  luoh  entered  the  peWis,  and  has  not  receded,  so 

as  we  shoula  expect  to  meet  with  in  cases  that  the  long  or  short  forceps  can  be  used, 

of  violent  injury  to  any  of  the  abdominal  the   child   may   be    extracted   by    their 

Tiscera.    The  pulse  soon  flags,  it  becomes  agency.    But  we  generallv  find  that  the 

Tery  quick,  irregular,  and  so  feeble  as  to  be  head  has  receded  beyond  the  reach  of  that 

scarcely  perceptible;  the  respiration  be-  instrument,  and  we  are  compelled  to  in. 

comes  nurried,  laboured,  and  painAil ;  the  troduce  the  hand  into  the  uterus,  follow 

<M)ttntenance  anxious  and  dejected;    the  the  child's  body  through  the  rent  made 

eyes  sunken,  dull,  and  inexpressive ;    the  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  if  it  have 

1>elly  swells   rapidly,  and  almost  imme-  escaped,  search  for  the  feet,  draw  it  by 

diately  becomes  very  tender  to  the  touch,  their  means  back  through  the  same  open- 

Vomiting  of  a  dark-coloured  matter  super,  ing  into  the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  and  ex- 

venes,  sometimes  almost  instantaneously,  tract  it  per  vaginam.    If  it  should  happen 

sometimes  at  a  later  period;  there  is  ge-  that  after  the  breech  and  shoulders  are 

nendly  hiccough ;  the  extremities  become  bom  the  head  remains  above  the  brim,  and 

cold  and  insensible ;  a  cold  sweat  breaks  will  not  pass  in  consequence  of  the  con. 

out  on  the  face,  forehead,  neck,  and  chest ;  traction  of  the  pelvic  bones,  we  must  open 

and  the  patient  gradually  sinks  in  a  very  it  behind  the  ear,  and  extract  it  as  I  have 

few  hours  from  the  accident.  before  directed,     if  perforation    become 

PrognoM. — Although  this  accident  is  the  necessary  for  the  child's  extraction,  even 

most  dangerous  that  can  happen  to  any  of  were  it  alive,  I  should  not  hesitate  to  per- 

Ihe  pelvic  viscera  under  labour^  except  form  it,  however  revolting  to  the  feelings ; 

rupture  of  the  bladder,  stilL  it  is  not  to  be  but  in  almost  every  instance  of  ruptured 

considered  necessarily  fatal ;  manv  cases  uterus  on  record,  and  in  all  which  1  have 

of  recovery  are   on  record,  detailed  by  myself  attended,  the  foetus  has  been  bom 

Doi^las,  Heister,  Mad.  La  Chapelle,  Kite,  d(»d.   Baudelocoue  is  the  only  practitioner 

(which  latter  I  have  already  cited,)  and  of  authority,  whose  writings  I  am  ac> 

others ;   but,  to  come  nearer  to  our  own  quainted  with,  that  disputes  the  propriety 

times,  Hamilton   has  met  with  one,  so  of  delivery  by  the  feet.    He  states,  that  in 

also  has  Blundell.    My  father  has  seen  most  instances  the  foetus  mav  be  extracted 

three  cases,  detailed  at  length  in  the  second  by  the  forceps;  but  that,  if  that  instra- 

part  of  his  Practical  OMcrvations ; — all  ment  be  unavailable,  the  abdominal  pa. 

these  women  became  subsequently  preg-  rietes  must  be  divided  in  preference  to  the 

nant ;    one  of  them  he  himself  attend^l  performance  of  the  operation  of  turning, 

twice  afterwards  in  labour;  another  died  He  limits  delivery  by  the  feet  to  those 

of  flooding,  undelivered,  between  the  sixth  cases  where  they  are  found  at  the  os  uteri, 

and  seventh   month   of    gestation.     On  or  where  the  child  remains  entirely  within 

opening   the  body,   we  detected   in   Uie  the  uterine  cavity,  or  where  the  vagina 

uterus    a   cicatrix,  running    in   an   ob-  only  is  ruptured,  Uie  uterus  itself  being  un- 

lique    direction,    at    the   anterior   part,  ixijured.    I  think  myself  the  British  prac. 

which    evidenced   the   union    that    had  tice  far  preferable  to  that  inculcated  by 

taken  place  after  the  rapture.    Dr.  Col.  Baudelocque.    During  the  passage  of  the 

lins   has   detailed    two    fortunate   cases  child  firom  the  abdomen  through  the  uterine 

in  the  Dublin  Medical  Transactions.    Mr.  rent,  great  care  must  be  taken  lest  any 

Dunn,   of  Scarborough,    related   a   case  folds  of  intestine  be  brought  down  with  it, 

in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  Journal  of  last  and  involved  in  the  opening;   because,  on 

vear,  in  which  the  woman  got  well,  and  the  uterus  contractinff,  thev  would  neces. 

had  two  children  afterwards.    I  have  been  sarily  be  strangulatea,  add  very  much  to 

unfortunate  in  the  cases  I  have  been  called  the  present  suffering,   and  dissipate  the 

to,  not  one  patient  having  survived.    Two  slight  chance  of  safety   still   remaining. 

I  have  delivered  whom  I  expected  miffht  An  instance  of  such  a  complication  of  the 

recover,  one  living  a  week  and  the  other  accident  is  recorded  by  Baudelocque,  as 

six  days.    Thus,  although  the  accident  having  happened  to  M.  Percy, 

must  be  considered  as  one  of  a  very  for.  Every  circumstance  connected  with  rap- 

midable  character,  yet  we  are  not  to  give  tare  of  the  uterus  is  affonizing  to  the  ut> 

the  case  up  as  hopeless :  we  are  both  war-  most  extent;    the  sudoenness  and  awful 

ranted  in  and  bound  to  make  some  efforts  nature  of  the  accident,  the  rapid  sinking 

to  preserFC  thepatient  of  the  vital  powers,  and  the  almost  certain 

iVtattMnt, — There  is  only  one  means,  loss  of  the  infant,  all  combine  to  render 

however,  that  offers  a  tolerable  chance  of  this  a  case  of  most  aggravated  distress, 

life—and  this  is  immediate  delivery.    The  To  these  may  be  added  the  horrible  feeling, 

moment  I  knew  the  accident  had  occurred,  experienced  in  the  deliverv  by  the  feet, 

I  should  that  instant  proceed  to  extract  at  the  hand  being  introdnced  into  the 

the  child,  as  being  the  most  likely  way  to  centre  of  the  abdomen  of  a  living  person, 

save  the  mother,  and  the  only  means  of  Nothing  can  be  more  appalling  than  the 

preserving  the  iAfant    If  the  head  has  sensation  communicatea  by  the  intestines 


dirlded  into  the  local  and  mora  getwnl  perttoneMl  carl^,  throo^  tlia  rant   that 

majlu.    Tha  biitorj  of  lbs  caae  will  be  artiEcially  mads.    Wo  ara  not,  howercr, 

■omewhal  of  tbia  kind  : — .  to  expect  Ihii  aa  an  nnifenal  symplaBi  i 

A  woman  who  hasprobablj  borne  two  or  tbnugh  wben  it  doei  oecar,  it  maj  beeon- 

tfaree  children — whohBagenerallj  anffered  aidered  the  itrongeat  diagnostic  mark  we 

lingering  laboan — wbo  we  knowpoaaeuea  can  observe;  became  it  is  not  nnlikel;  that 

a  small  peKia — and  for  whoie  aafetj  we  the    bead    maj   bare  pmionalj   becoue 

Bit  coDsequentlj  more  tban  uaoallr  solicit-  Incked  in  the  peWis  br  the  contnctioiu  of 

oni — ii  moatUkelvgoingonwellin  labour,  ttieateniat  and  if  it  be  6rml^  jamaMd,  it 

having  borne,  with  foititnde  and  good  spi-  is  Imponible  that  it  can  free  itxlf  n  ai  to 

rits,  a  number  of  strong  ezpulsiTe  paioai  leceoe.     We  must  not  confound  tbe  eatira 

when,  in  tbe  acm^  of  one  of  theae  power-  disappearance    of  the   head    ant   at  tbe 

fnl    contmctions,   the    sadden];   aiirieks,  finger's  reacb  ander  thia  accident  witb  tbe 

'  9  out  that  something  has  giieu  way  alternate  adiance  and  retreat  that  Ukea 


in  violent  BgODV.  It  is  aaidtbatthisrend-  nlready  told  7011  ii  highlj  deairablc,  in 
ing  BcDsatloD  hai  been  aceompanied  bj  a  order  that  tbe  soft  parts  may  be  at  inter- 
noise  disiinctl;  andibla  to  the  attendants  Talsrelierednumpressnre.  I  hare  known 
in  the  room;  but  as  I  was  neier  present  some  embarrassment  produced  in  the  mind 
when  tbe  accident  happened,  T  bare  no  ofajonng  practitioner  t>7  anch  a  circnm- 
opportunit;  of  verifying  or  refnting  the  atanccj  but  tbose  who  bave  attended  to 
assertion  by  my  own  obserratina.  From  the  phenomena  of  natural  labour,  can 
that  time,  all  proper  uterine  action  ceases,  scarcely  full  into  this  kind  of  error, 
or  becomes  rerr  much  diminished.  If  an  Occasionallv,  then,  it  will  happen  that 
extensive  rent  is  formed  at  onc«,  the  pro-  the  whole  of  the  child's  body  at  once 
bability  is  that  the  laboar-pains  will  beio-  escapes  Ibrongh  the  Tent  into  the  alkto- 
■tanlly  anapended;  bat  if  it  be  only  alight  minal  cavily;  nay,  the  same  strong  can- 
in  the  first  instance,  they  will  most  likelv  traction  that  eanaeil  the  mptnre  bs  ex- 
be  coDlinuod  for  some  little  time,  though  petled  both  child  and  placenta  into  the 
their  character  will  b«  more  feeble,  and  peritoneal  sac;  and  the  uterus  mntlnning 
with  each  retnm  of  contraction  there  will  to  act,  they  have  both  been  sneloted  in  « 
be  an  increase  in  the  laceration.  Should  abut  cavity,  to  which  there  is  no  oatlet. 
the  pains  of  partnrition  entirely  cease,  In  a  case  that  occnired  within  the  knoir- 
thetr  place  will  be  supplied  b;  a  new  pain,  ledge  of  my  father,  the  fcetus  was  expelled 
referred  to  one  fixed  spot,  conilanl,  most  into  the  belly  through  the  rent,  and  by  the 
agonizing,  and  mnch  more  difficult  to  same  uterine  effort  the  placenta  was  thrown 
hear  than  the  throes  of  labour.'  into  the  world  throngh  the  ragina.  I  waa 
There  is  seldom  observed,  consequent  called  to  a  ease  lately,  in  wbich,  although 
upon  the  accident,  a  copious  flow  of  san.  tbe  bead  originally  preaented,  the  thud 
guineous  discharge.  You  wonld  suppose,  was  bom  by  the  breecb.  The  laccratioB 
a  priori,  aa  the  Teasels  of  the  uterua  are  ao  took  place  at  the  cervix  uteri,  implicat- 
large,  that  when  they  are  torn,  blood  ing  auo  the  vagina,  while  the  head  was 
would  be  poored  oot  rapidlr  tcom  the  entirelr  above  the  brim ;  it  escaped 
lacerated  aurlW^es,  in  a  somewhat  aimitar  through  the  new-made  opening,  and  the 
way  as  when  tbe  placenta  ia  partially  aepa-  fondus  continuing  to  contract,  the  breech 
rated  before  or  aller  the  child'a  birth.  Bnt  was  forced  down  into  the  sitnatioa  the 
this  is  not  tbe  case ;  there  Is  seldom  con-  head  originally  occupied:  an  erolutioa 
siderable  floodii^  as  ■  consequence  of  was  thus  spontanously  made,  and  the 
laoeraled  ntema,  and  sometimes  there  ia  no  breech  passed  into  the  pelvis:  the  child 


antually  extracted  withsomediS. 

should  the  Tcasela  bleed  freely,  their  con-    oulty.    Cases  are  on  record  in  which  the 


need  not  escape  externally ;  for  the  same  contraction   tbtt  caused  the  laee- 

r  the  child  may  be  ao  blocking  up  ration  expelled  the  child  into  the  world. 
ilia  as  to  prevent  the  exit  of  tbe        Whenever  the  fotus  has  thus  escaped 

iraugh  the  Tagina,  and  it  may  be  more  or  less  out  of  the  nterus  into  tbe 

Into  the  cKTity  of  the  abdomen.  earlly  nf  the  abdomen,  lu  limbs  maj  be 
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general  fymptoms,  then,  are  exactly  looh  entered  the  pel?iB.  and  has  not  receded,  so 
ma  we  shoula  expect  to  meet  with  in  cases  that  the  long  or  short  forceps  can  be  used, 
of  violent  injury  to  any  of  the  abdominal  the  child  may  be  extracted  by  their 
▼iscera.  The  pulse  soon  flw»  it  becomes  agency.  But  we  generally  find  that  the 
Tery  quick,  irregular,  and  so  feeble  as  to  be  head  has  receded  beyoud  the  reach  of  that 
scarcely  perceptible;  the  respiration  be>  instrument,  and  we  are  compelled  to  in- 
comes hurried,  laboured,  and  painful ;  the  troduce  the  hand  into  the  uterus,  follow 
oountenance  anxious  and  dejected;  the  the  child's  body  through  the  rent  made 
eyes  sunken,  dull,  and  inexpressive ;  the  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  if  it  have 
bielly  swells  rapidly,  and  almost  imme-  escaped,  search  for  the  feet,  draw  it  by 
diately  becomes  very  tender  to  the  touch,  their  means  back  through  the  same  open- 
Vomiting  of  a  dark-coloured  matter  super-  ing  into  the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  and  ex- 
venes,  sometimes  almost  instantaneously,  tract  it  per  vaginam.  Tf  it  should  happen 
sometimes  at  a  later  period;  there  is  ge-  that  after  the  breech  and  shoulders  are 
nerally  hiccough ;  the  extremities  become  bom  the  head  remains  above  the  brim,  and 
cold  and  insensible ;  a  cold  sweat  breaks  will  not  pass  in  consequence  of  the  con. 
out  on  the  face,  forehead,  neck,  and  chest ;  traction  of  the  pelvic  bones,  we  must  open 
and  the  patient  gradually  sinks  in  a  very  it  behind  the  ear,  and  extract  it  as  I  have 
few  hours  from  the  accident.  before  directed.     If  perforation    become 

Pn^cnoui. — Although  this  accident  is  the  necessary  for  the  child's  extraction,  even 

most  dangerous  that  can  happen  to  any  of  were  it  aUve,  I  should  not  hesitate  to  per- 

the  pelvic  viscera  under  labour^  except  form  it,  however  revolting  to  the  feelings ; 

rupture  of  the  bladder,  stilL  it  is  not  to  be  but  in  almost  cveiy  instance  of  ruptured 

considered  necessarily  fatal ;  many  cases  uterus  on  record,  and  in  all  which  1  have 

of  recoveiy  are   on  record,  detailed   by  myself  attended,  the  fntus  has  been  bom 

JDoi^las,  Heister,  Mad.  La  Chapelle,  Kit^  dead.   Baudelocaue  is  the  only  practitioner 

(which  latter  I  have  already  cited,)  and  of  authority,  wnose  writings  I  am  ac- 

others ;   but,  to  come  nearer  to  our  own  quainted  with,  that  disputes  the  propriety 

times,  Hamilton   has  met  with  one,  so  of  delivery  by  the  feet.    He  states,  that  in 

also  has  Blundell.    My  father  has  seen  most  instances  the  foetus  may  be  extracted 

three  eases,  detailed  at  length  in  the  second  by  the  forceps;  but  that,  if  that  instm- 

part  of  his  Practical  Observations; — all  ment  be  unavailable,  the  abdominal  pa- 

these  women  became  subsequently  preg-  rietes  must  be  divided  in  preference  to  the 

nant ;    one  of  them  he  himself  attended  performance  of  the  operation  of  turning, 

twice  afterwards  in  labour;  another  died  He  limits  delivery  by  the  feet  to  those 

of  flooding,  undelivered,  between  the  sixth  cases  where  they  are  found  at  the  os  uteri, 

and  seventh   month   of    gestation.     On  or  where  the  child  remains  entirely  within 

opening   the  body,   we  detected   in   the  the  uterine  cavity,  or  where  the  vagina 

uterus    a   cicatrix,  mnning    in   an   oh-  only  is  ruptured,  the  uterus  itself  being  un- 

lique    direction,    at    the   anterior   part,  injured.    I  think  myself  the  British  prac- 

wbich    evidenced   the   union    that    had  tice  far  preferable  to  that  inculcated  by 

taken  place  after  the  rupture.    Dr.  Col-  Baudelocque.    During  the  passage  of  the 

lins   has   detailed    two    fortunate   cases  child  from  the  abdomen  through  the  uterine 

in  the  Dublin  Medical  Transactions.    Mr.  rent,  gp«at  care  must  be  taken  lest  any 

Dunn,   of  Scarborough,    related    a   case  folds  of  intestine  be  brought  down  with  it, 

in  the  Edinburgh  M^cal  Journal  of  last  and  involved  in  the  opening;   because,  on 

year,  in  which  the  woman  got  well,  and  the  uterus  contracting,  they  would  neces- 

nad  two  children  afterwards.    I  have  been  sarily  be  strangulated,  add  veiy  much  to 

unfortunate  in  the  cases  I  have  been  called  the  present  suffering,  and  dissipate  the 

to,notonepatient  having  survived.    Two  slight  chance  of  safety   still   remaining. 

I  have  delivered  whom  I  expected  might  An  instance  of  such  a  complication  of  the 

recover,  one  living  a  week  and  the  otner  accident  is  recorded  by  Baudelocque,  as 

six  days.    Thus,  although  the  accident  having  happened  to  M.  Percy, 

must  be  considered  as  one  of  a  very  for-  Every  circumstance  connected  with  rup- 

midable  character,  yet  we  are  not  to  give  ture  of  the  uteras  is  affonizing  to  the  ut- 

the  case  up  as  hopeless :  we  are  both  war-  most  extent;    the  suddenness  and  awful 

ranted  in  and  bound  to  make  some  efforts  nature  of  the  accident,  the  rapid  sinking 

to  preserve  the  patient  of  the  vital  powers,  and  the  almost  certain 

iVtattttMnt, — There  is  only   one  means,  loss  of  the  infant,  all  combine  to  render 

however,  that  offers  a  tolerable  chance  of  this  a  case  of  most  aggravated  distress, 

life — and  this  is  tmmAimCtf  delivery.    The  To  these  may  be  added  the  horrible  feeling, 

moment  I  knew  the  accident  had  occurred,  experienced  in  the  deliverv  by  the  feet, 

I  should  that  instant  proceed  to  extract  at  the  hand  being  introduced  into  the 

1  child,  as  being  the  most  likely  way  to  centre  of  the  abdomen  of  a  living  person. 

-nother,  and  the  only  means  of  Nothing  can  be  more  appalling  than  the 

he  infant    If  the  head  has  sensation  conununicated  by  the  intestines 
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divided  into  the  local  and  more  gen«nd  peritoneal  cavity,  through  the  rent  thna 

marks.    The  history  of  the  case  will  be  artificially  made.    We  are  not,  however, 

somewhat  of  this  kind :— .  to  expect  this  as  an  nniversal  symptom  ; 

A  woman  who  has  probably  borne  two  or  thoagh  when  it  does  oocnr,  it  may  be  con. 
three  children^-who  has  generally  suffered  sideiid  the  strongest  diagnostic  mark  we 
lingering  labonrs — who  we  know  possesses  can  observe ;  because  it  is  not  unlikely  that 
a  small  pelvis—and  for  whose  safety  we  the  head  may  have  previously  become 
are  consequently  more  than  usually  solicit-  locked  in  the  pelvis  by  the  oontractione  of 
ous — ^is  most  likely  going  on  well  in  labour,  the  uterus ;  and  if  it  be  firmly  jammed^  it 
having  borne,  wltn  fortitude  and  good  spi-  is  impossible  that  it  can  free  itself  so  as  to 
rits,  a  number  of  strong  expulsive  pains;  recede.  We  must  not  confound  the  entire 
when,  in  the  acm^  of  one  of  these  power-  disappearance  of  the  head  out  of  the 
tal  contractions,  she  suddenly  snrieks,  finger's  reach  under  this  accident  with  the 
cries  out  that  something  has  given  way  alternate  advance  and  retreat  that  takes 
within  her,  and  expresses  herself  as  being  place  in  natural  labour,  which  I  have 
in  violent  agony.  It  is  said  that  this  rend-  already  told  you  is  highly  desiraldey  in 
ing  sensation  nas  been  accompanied  by  a  oider  that  Ae  soft  parts  may  be  at  inter- 
noise  distinctly  audible  to  the  attendants  vals  relieved  firom  pressure.  J  have  known 
in  the  room;  but  as  I  was  never  present  some  embarrassment  produced  in  the  mind 
when  the  accident  happened,  I  have  no  of  a  young  practitioner  by  such  a  drcnm- 
opportunity  of  verifying  or  refuting  the  stance;  but  those  who  have  attended  to 
assertion  by  my  own  observation.  From  the  phenomena  of  natural  labour,  can 
that  time,  all  proper  uterine  action  ceases,  scarcely  fall  into  this  kind  of  error, 
or  becomes  very  much  diminished.  If  an  Occasionally,  then,  it  wiU  happen  that 
extensive  rent  is  formed  at  once,  the  pro-  the  whole  of  the  child's  body  at  once 
bability  is  that  the  labour-pains  will  be  in-  escapes  through  the  rent  into  the  abdo- 
stantly  suspended;  but  if  it  be  only  slight  minal  cavity;  nay,  the  same  strong  con- 
in  the  first  instance,  they  will  most  likely  traction  that  caused  the  rupture  has  ex- 
be  continued  for  some  little  time,  though  pelM  both  child  and  placenta  into  the 
their  character  will  be  more  feeble,  and  peritoneal  sac;  and  the  uterus  continuing 
with  each  return  of  contraction  there  will  to  act,  they  have  both  been  enclosed  in  m 
be  an  increase  in  the  laceration..  Should  shut  cavity,  to  which  there  is  no  outlet 
the  pains  of  parturition  entirely  cease.  In  a  case  that  occurred  within  the  know- 
their  place  will  be  supplied  by  a  new  pain,  ledge  of  mv  fkther,  the  foetus  was  expelled 
referred  to  one  fixed  spot,  constant,  most  into  the  belly  throuffh  the  rent,  and  by  the 
agonizing,  and  much  more  difficult  to  same  uterine  effort  the  placenta  was  thrown 
bear  than  the  throes  of  labour.*  into  the  world  through  the  vagina.    I  was 

There  is  seldom  observed,  consequent  called  to  a  case  lately,  in  which,  although 

upon  the  accident,  a  copious  flow  of  san-  the  hmd  originally  presented,  the  chud 

fiineous  discharge.  You  would  suppose,  was  bom  by  the  breech.  The  laceration 
prion,  as  the  vessels  of  the  uterus  are  so  took  place  at  the  cervix  uteri,  implicat- 
large,  that  when  they  are  torn,  blood  ing  also  the  vagina,  while  the  heaid  was 
would  be  poured  out  rapidly  from  the  entirely  above  the  brim;  it  escaped 
lacerated  surfiuses,  in  a  somewnat  similar  through  the  new-made  opening,  and  the 
way  as  when  the  placenta  is  partially  sepa-  frindus  continuing  to  contract,  the  breech 
rated  before  or  aRer  the  child's  birth.  But  was  forced  down  into  the  situation  the 
this  is  not  the  case ;  there  is  seldom  con-  head  originally  occupied :  an  evolution 
siderable  flooding  as  a  conseouence  of  was  thus  spontanously  made,  and  the 
lacerated  uterus,  and  sometimes  tnere  is  no  breech  passed  into  the  pelvis:  the  child 
increase  of  discharsre  whatever.  Even  was  eventually  extractea  with  some  difli- 
should  the  yessels  bleed  freely,  their  con-  culty.  Cases  are  on  record  in  which  the 
tents  need  not  escape  externally ;  for  the  same  contraction  that  caused  the  lace- 
head  of  the  child  may  be  so  blocking  up  ration  expelled  the  child  into  the  world, 
the  pelvis  as  to  prevent  the  exit  of  the  Whenever  the  fostos  has  thus  escaped 
fluia  through  the  vagina,  and  it  may  be  more  or  less  out  of  the  uterus  into  the 
efi\ised  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  its  limbs  may  be 
On  making  an  examination  soon  after  traced  through  the  abdominal  parietes ; 
this  new  pain  is  complained  of,  we  shall  the  breech,  legs,  and  perhaps  tne  arms, 
usually  find  tliat  the  head,  which  could  be  may  be  felt  tolerably  distinctly, 
easily  detected  at  our  previous  examina-  The  symptoms  I  have  just  enumerated 
tions,  can  now  only  just  be  touched,  are  particular  signs,  and  belong  exclusively 
or  it  may  have  receded  completely  out  of  to  the  casewe  are  considering;  but  there  are 
the  reach  of  the  fin^r,  so  as  to  elude  our  others  of  a  more  general  character,  which 
search.  This  is  owing  to  the  admission  soon  tiUce  place,  and  are  ^emselves  a|m» 
of  the  child's  body  more  or  less  within  the  highly  characteristic  of  the  accident.   The 
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geneial  qmiptoms,  then,  are  exactly  luoh  entered  the  pelTis.  and  has  not  receded,  so 

as  we  should  expect  to  meet  with  in  cases  that  the  long  or  snort  forceps  can  be  used, 

of  violent  injury  to  any  of  the  abdominal  the   child   may   be    extracted   by    their 

viscera.    The  pulse  soon  flags,  it  becomes  agency.    But  we  generally  find  that  the 

veiy  quick,  irregular,  and  so  leeble  as  to  be  head  has  receded  b^ond  the  reach  of  that 

scarcely  perceptible;  the  respiration  be-  instrument,  and  we  are  compelled  to  in- 

comes  hurried,  laboured,  and  painful ;  the  troduce  the  hand  into  the  uterus,  follow 

countenance  anxious  and  dejected;    the  the  child's  body  through  the  rent  made 

ejes  sunken,  dull,  and  inexpressive ;    the  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  if  it  have 

belly  swells   rapidly,  and  almost  imme-  escaped,  search  for  the  feet,  draw  it  by 

diately  becomes  very  tender  to  the  touch,  their  means  back  through  the  same  open- 

Vomiting  of  a  dark-coloured  matter  super-  ing  into  the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  and  ex- 

venes,  sometimes  almost  instantaneously,  tract  it  per  vaginam.    If  it  should  happen 

sometimes  at  a  later  period;  there  is  ge-  that  after  the  breech  and  shoulders  are 

nerally  hiccough ;  the  extremities  become  bom  the  head  remains  above  the  brim,  and 

cold  and  insensible ;   a  cold  sweat  breaks  will  not  pass  in  consequence  of  the  con. 

out  on  the  face,  forehead,  neck,  and  chest ;  traction  of  the  pelvic  bones,  we  must  open 

and  the  patient  gradually  sinks  in  a  very  it  behind  the  ear,  and  extract  it  as  I  have 

few  hours  from  the  accident.  before  directed.     If  perforation    become 

PtognasU. — Although  this  accident  is  the  necessary  for  the  child's  extraction,  even 

most  dangerous  that  can  happen  to  any  of  were  it  alive,  I  should  not  hesitate  to  per- 

the  pelvic  viscera  under  laoour,,  except  form  it,  however  revolting  to  the  feelings ; 

rupture  of  the  bladder,  stilUt  is  not  to  be  but  in  almost  every  instance  of  ruptured 

considered  necessarily  fatal ;  many  cases  uterus  on  record,  and  in  all  which  1  have 

of  recovery  are   on  record,  detailed  by  myself  attended,  the  foetus  has  been  bom 

Douglas,  Heister,  Mad.  La  ChapeUe,  Kit^  d«id.   Baudelocoue  is  the  only  practitioner 

(which  latter  I  have  already  cited,)  and  of  authority,  wnose  writings  I  am  ac* 

others ;   but,  to  come  nearer  to  our  own  quainted  with,  that  disputes  the  propriety 

times,  Hamilton   has  met  with  one,  so  of  delivery  by  the  feet.    He  states,  that  in 

also  has  Blundell.    My  father  has  seen  most  instances  the  foetus  may  be  extracted 

three  cases,  detailed  at  length  in  the  second  by  the  forceps;  but  that,  if  that  instm- 

part  of  his  Practical  Observations ; — all  ment  be  unavailable,  the  abdominal  pa- 

these  women  became  subsequently  preg-  rietes  must  be  divided  in  preference  to  the 

nant ;    one  of  them  he  himself  attend^  performance  of  the  operation  of  turning, 

twice  afterwards  in  labour;  another  died  He  limits  delivery  by  the  feet  to  those 

of  flooding,  undelivered,  between  the  sixth  cases  where  they  are  found  at  the  os  uteri, 

and  seventh   month   of    gestation.     On  or  where  the  child  remains  entirely  within 

opening   the  body,   we  detected   in   the  the  uterine  cavity,  or  where  the  vagina 

nterus    a   cicatrix,  running    in   an   ob-  only  is  ruptured,  uie  uterus  itself  being  un- 

lique    direction,    at    the    anterior   part,  injured.    I  think  myself  the  British  prac 

which    evidenced   tiie   union    that    had  tice  far  preferable  to  that  inculcated  by 

taken  place  after  the  mpture.    Dr.  Col.  Baudelocque.    During  the  passage  of  the 

lins   has   detailed    two    fortunate   cases  child  from  the  abdomen  through  tne  uterine 

in  the  Dublin  Medical  Transactions.    Mr.  rent,  great  care  must  be  taken  lest  any 

Dunn,   of  Scarborough,   related   a   case  folds  of  intestine  be  brought  down  with  it, 

in  the  Edinburgh  M^cal  Journal  of  last  and  involved  in  the  opening;   because,  on 

year>  in  which  the  woman  got  well,  and  the  uterus  contractinff,  they  would  neces- 

had  two  children  afterwards.    I  have  been  sarily  be  strang^latea,  add  veiy  much  to 

unfortunate  in  the  cases  I  have  been  called  the  present  suffering,   and  dissipate  the 

to,  not  one  patient  having  survived.    Two  slight  chance  of  safety   still  remaining. 

J  have  delivered  whom  I  expected  miffht  An  instance  of  such  a  complication  of  the 

recover,  one  living  a  week  and  the  otner  accident  is  recorded  by  Baudelocque,  as 

six  days.    Thus,  although  the  accident  having  happened  to  M.  rercy. 

must  be  considered  as  one  of  a  very  for-  Every  circumstance  connected  with  rap- 

midable  character,  yet  we  are  not  to  give  ture  of  the  uterus  is  agonizing  to  the  ut- 

the  case  up  as  hopeless :  we  are  both  war-  most  extent;    the  suddenness  and  awful 

ranted  in  and  bound  to  make  some  efforts  nature  of  the  accident,  the  rapid  sinking 

to  preserve  thepatient  of  the  vital  powers,  and  the  almost  certain 

Treatment. — Tnere  is  only   one  means,  loss  of  the  infant,  all  combine  to  render 

however,  that  offers  a  tolerable  chance  of  this  a  case  of  most  aggravated  distress, 

life— and  this  is  immediate  delivery.    The  To  these  may  be  added  the  horrible  feeling, 

moment  I  knew  the  accident  had  occurred,  experienced  in  the  deliveir  by  the  feet, 

I  should  that  instant  proceed  to  extract  at  the  hand  being  introduced  into  the 

the  child,  as  being  the  most  likely  way  to  centre  of  the  abdomen  of  a  living  person, 

save  the  mother,  and  the  only  means  of  Nothing  can  be  more  appalling  than  the 

preserving  the  infant    If  the  head  has  sensation  communicatea  by  the  intestines 
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encircling  and  coiling  round  the  fingers;  to  deaj  the  possibility  of  such  an  oociir> 

but,  howe?er  horrifying  the  idea,  all  feel-  rence ;  but  I  have  little  doubt  that  most 

ings  of  repugnance  must  give  way  before  of  those  I  have  read  were  mistakeD. 
the  necessity  of  the  case.    It  is  seldom        Feeling  as  I  do  that  to  leave  the  child 

under  laceration  of  the  uterus  that  the  in  the  cavity  of  the  belly  is  almost  certaia 

perforator  can  either  be  necessary  or  avail*  death  to  the  mother,  I  should  serionslj 

able;  for,  if  the  head  be  locked  in  the  entertain  the  question  whether  the parietea 

Selvis,  which  is  not  often  the  case,  the  of  the  abdomen  should  be  divided,  and 

eli?ery  may  most  probably  be  accom-  the  child    extracted  by  that  means,  or 

plishea  by  the  forceps ;  and  if  it  remain  whether  the  patient  should  be  abandoned 

entirely  above  the  brim,  it  will  either  have  to  the  chance  of  what  nature  might  effect; 

receded  out  of  reach,  or  will  be  pushed  up  and  the  answer  must  depend  entirely  on 

on  the  application  of  the  instrument,  and  the  circumstances  of  the  individual  case. 

not  affbra  sufficient  resistance  to  enable  us  If  the  patient  were    in    tolerably  good 

to  perforate  the  cranial  bones;  so  that  the  spirits, — if  she  had  not  suffered  so  gveat 

forceps,  or  turning,  are  the  means  to  which  a  shock  as  usual  by  the  accident, — parti- 

we  must  generally  have  recourse.  cularly  if,  after  explaining  to  her  what 

As  soon  as  delivery  has  been  effected,  had  occurred,  she  were  anxious  for  the 

a  large  dose  of  opium  must  be  gi-ven,  the  operation  to  be  performed,  I  should  hava 

utmost  quietude  must  be  observed,  every  no  hesitation  in  acceding  to  her  widi. 

thing  stimulating  avoided,  and  the  resto-  But  if  I  found  her  sinking,«>if  the  powers 

rati  ve  powers  of  nature  must  be  trusted  to  of  life  were  ebbing  fiast,— and  particularly 

for  the  recovery.     I  know  no  medicines  if  twenty  or  thirty  minutes  had  elapaed 

but  those  of  the  soothing  kind  that  are  since  the  accident,  and  the  movements  of 

likely  to  be  of  service ;  and  no  other  spe-  the  fcetus  had  quite  ceased,— I  should  faj 

cific  means  can  be  adopted  until  inflam-  no  means  sanction  the  incision,  became 

matonr  symptoms  appear,  when  the  case  of  the  painful  nature  of  the  operatioo» 

must  be  treated  upon  common  principles,  and  bec^iuse  I  should  presume  it  woald 

But  it  is  not  always  possible  to  deliver  avail  nothing,  and  might  probably  baa- 

the  patient  by  the  natural  passages.    The  ten   her  death.      Much,   then,    must  be 

uterus  may  nave  expelled  the  child  and  left  to  your  own  judgment;  and  yonr 

placenta  out  of  its  cavity  into  the  abdo-  determination  must  depend  entirely  ou 

men,  and  contracted  so  strongly  as  to  pre-  the  state  of  the  patient,  and  the  probft- 

vent  the  introduction  of  the  hand.    Under  bility  of  the  child's  being  saved.    For  the 

such  a  state  it  would  be  most  injudicious  saJce  of  the  infant,  I  would  uige  the  ope- 

to  endeavour  to  extract  the  child  in  the  ration    immediately   after   the   accident 

ordinarv  way;  both  because  of  the  addi.  with  greater  force  than  if  a  quarter  or  half 

tional  nazard  which  must  attend  on  any  an  hour  had  elapsed,  because,  while  there 

attempt  to  pass  the  hand  into  the  uterine  is  a  chance  of  the  child's  survival,  its  wel- 

cavity ;  and  because,  even  were  the  hand  fare  must  be  considered  as  well  as  that  of 

admitted,  the  rent  through  which  the  child  the  mother ;    but   after   its   death,    the 

had  escaped  would  be  so  much  diminished  mother,  of  course,  alone  interests  us.    Ban^ 

in  extent,  by  the  contraction  of  the  pa-  delocque  informs  us,  that  M.  Thibault,  a 

rietes,  as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  suigeon  of  Mans,  published  a  case  of  the 

bringing  the  nstal  body  again  through  it  recovery  of  the  mother  after  gastrotomy 

without  considerably  increasing  it,  and  had  been  performed,  in  1768;    that  two 

adding  to  the  original  danger.  others  of  the  same  kind  are  recorded  in  the 

In  these  perplexing  cases,  it  becomes  a  Journal  de  Medicine  for  May  in  the  same 

point  of  much  nicety  to  determine  whether  year ;  and  that  M.  Lambron,  a  practitioner 

the  patient  should  be  left  to  the  resources  at  Orleans,  twice  operated  successfully  on 

which  nature  may  supply,  or  whether  any  the  same  woman,  woo  in  each  labour  suf- 

means  should  be  taken  for  relieving  the  fered  laceration  of  the  uterus.     According 

abdomen  Arom  the  presence  of  the  foetal  to  Dewees,  Hamilton  furnishes  us  witn 

body.  another;   Burton  gives  us  one  in  which 

Inhere  are  many  cases  of  reputed  mp.  the  child  was  extracted  alii^e,  although 
ture  of  the  uterus  on  record,  in  which  the  the  mother  died ;  and  Mr.  Haden  relates 
child  has  been  left  in  the  cavity  of  the  one  in  which  both  were  saved, 
abdomen,  and  has  been  evacuated  in  a  Premonitory  sj/mpfoms.— Generally  lace- 
putrid  state  by  abscess,  the  woman  per-  ration  of  the  uterus  takes  place,  without 
fcctly  recovering.  I  am  ouite  of  the  opi-  any  symptoms  indicating  even  the  proba- 
nion  of  Dewees,  that  almost  all  these  bility  of  its  occurrence;  but  many  premo- 
cases  have  been  instances  of  extra-uterine  nitory  signs  have  been  noted  by  Grants, 
conception,  such  as  we  shall  have  an  oppor-  Levret,  and  others,  as  forerunners  of 
tuniiy  of  discussing  hereafter;  and  not  the  accident:  these  are  all  most  unsatis- 
cascs'of  uterine  impregnation,  attended  factory,  and  not  in  the  least  to  be  de. 
with  rupture  of  the  organ.     I  do  not  mean  pendea  on.     It  would  be  most  deaiimble. 
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indeed,  if  some  infallible  precursor  of  this  the  peWis.  This  is  most  usual  in  first  la- 
dreadful  occurrence  were  discoTcred,  that  hours,  when  rigidity  exists,  and  the  parts 
delivery  might  be  effected  before  the  laoe>  do  not  distend  with  their  usual  degree  of 
ration    happened,    and    thus    the   peril  ease. 

aTcrted.    I  nave  seldom  known  a  case  in  The  medical  attendant  may  perhaps  be 

which  the  uterus  ruptured  where  the  at-  sensible  that  a  laceration  has  occurred ; 

tendant  was  not  more  or  less  blamed ;  and  but  it  may  take  place  when  neither  the 

that,  as  you  may  gather  firom  what  I  hare  medical  man  nor  the  patient  are  at  all 

just  adranoed,  most  unjustly.  aware  of  what  has  happened,  the  pain 

We  certainly  may  fear  tnat  laceration  which  the  parts  are  suffering  being  but 
will  ensue,  if  the  woman  possessing  a  little  increased  by  the  fibres  giring  way. 
small  pelyis  is  In  labour  of  a  thira  or  After  the  birth  infiammation  will  super- 
fourth  child ;  if  her  preyious  labours  yene,  the  healing  process  will  be  esta- 
had  been  lingering,  and  more  than  or-  blished,  and  in  the  next  labour  a  small  ci- 
dinarily  painral ;  if  for  six  or  eight  catrix  may  perhaps  be  felt,  which  may  giye 
hours  she  haye  been  suffering  strong  ex-  the  first  inoication  of  the  preyious  oocur- 
pulsiye  throes,  attended  with  little  nro-  rence. 

gress ;  if  she  complain  of  a  yiolent  Treatment, — If  the  laceration  were  to  a 
crampy  pain  in  one  particular  part  of  the  f^reat  extent ~if  we  feared  it  might  run 
uterus,  increased  under  a  contraction,  but  into  the  rectum,  or  up  to  the  os  uteri,  we 
neyer  entirely  disappearing,  particularly  if  should  hasten  the  delivei^  of  the  child  by  the 
that  should  be  the  spot  opposite  the  pro-  forceps,  proyided  they  could  be  used  with 
montory  of  the  sacrum.  With  the  pre-  adyantage;  but  if  it  were  trifling,  Uie  labour 
aence  of  such  symptonu,  I  should  say  must  be  allowed  to  proceed  in  the  natural 
there  was  a  probability,  that  the  uterus  way,  the  laceration  being  carefully  watched, 
had  reoeiyed  some  injury;  and  I  should  and  the  perineum  most  assiduously  sup- 
fear  that  if  the  labour  were  allowed  to  go  ported  when  the  head  comes  to  rest  upon 
on  unassisted,  the  oigan  might  rupture,  it.  After  labour  is  completed,  a  poultice 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  shoula  con-  ma^  be  applied ;  if  there  be  no  contra- 
sider  myself  warranted  in  haying  recourse  indicating  symptoms,  a  full  dose  of  opiunl 
to  deliyery  before  the  woman's  powers  may  be  ^yen ;  and  the  bowels  should  be 
began  to  flag,  proyided  the  child  could  be  early  reheyed. 
extracted  by  tiie  forceps,  without  ii^ury 
either  to  itself  or  its  parent.  RCPTuaK  op  the  bladdeb. 

Though  as  much  ayerse  as  any  person  A  more  fatal  aoddent  eyen  than  rupture 

can  be  to  unnecessary  instrumental  inter-  of  the  uterus,  is  the  bursting  of  the  bladder 

ference,  I  hare  applied  the  long  forceps  under  labour,  and  the  eracuation  of  its 

with  great  success  in  some  cases  where  contents  into  the  peritoneal  cayity.   I  can- 

such  a  state  of  things  was  present, — not  not  help  thinking  that  this  accident  must 

because  the  patient  was  sinking,  but  be-  almost  always  be  the  effect  of  neglect  or 

cause  of  this nxed  pain, — dreading  the  pos-  improper  interference;  it  is  yery  seldom 

sibility  of  rupture  of  the  uterus.  that  it  can  occur  in  the  hands  of  a  careful 

and  j udicious  surgeon.  The  kidneys  under 

LACBBATiON  OF  THB  yiGiNA  lingering  labour  seldom  secrete  the  same 

is  often  complicated,  with  rupture  of  the  quantity  of  urine  as  in  the  ordinary  states 

uterus;  but  occasionally  the  whole  of  its  of  the  l>ody,  because  much  of  the  fluids  are 

coats  burst  while  the  uterus  remains  en-  carried  off  by  perspiration ;  and  we  know 

tire,  and  the  child  escapes  more  or  less  that  the  secretions  of  the  skin  and  urinary 

into  the  abdominal  cavity.    I  was  culled  organs  are  in  a  great  degree  vicarious,  but 

to  a  case  once  in  which  the  anterior  part  at  the  same  time  the  action  of  the  kidneys 

of  the  vaffina  had  ffiven  way  below  the  os  is  by  no  means  suspended,  a  certain  quan- 

nteri,  and  the  child  had  escaped  between  tityofurine  is  constantly  distilling  through 

the  uterus  and  bladder  into  the  cavity  of  the  ureters,  and  the  bladder  becomes  at 

the  belly;  both  the  latter  organs  remaining  length  distended.    If  this  distention  is  al- 

uninjored.  I  should  scarcely  have  supposed  lowed  to  proceed  beyond  a  certain  point, 

one  or  other  could  have  escaped  a  parti-  it  will  burst,  and  the  case  becomes  per* 

cipation  in  the  accident,  if  dissection  had  fectly  hopeless. 

not  positively  convinced  qse  of  the  fact  Another  cause  of  laceration  may  be  the 

Such  cases  are  usuidly  attended  by  symp-  use  of  instruments  under  a  distended  state, 

tems  similar  to  those  that  accompany  rup-  If  the  forceps  arc  applied  while  the  bladder 

ture  of  the  uterus,  and  are  to  be  treated  is  f^U,  the  action  of  the  instrument  is  very 

exactly  on  the  same  principles.  likely  to  occasion  it  to  burst ;  and  for  this 

But  a  laceration  of  some  of  the  fibres  of  reason   I  hav^  before  particularly  incul- 

tbc  mucous  membrane  and  muscular  coat  cated  the  necessity  of  thoronghly  evaaiat- 

at  the  back  part  of  the  vagina,  sometimes  ing  this  viscus  before  any  attempts  at  de- 

takes  place,  while  the  head  is  occupying  livery  are  made. 
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SjfmfrtofiM.— When  laceration  of  this  or-  the  diild,  and  to  endeavour  to  estmot  it 
gan  hajB  taken  place,  the  gymptomfl  are  before  its  death  by  the  forceps,  or  bj  turn- 
exceedingly  strongly  marked,  and  are  veiy  ing.  If  there  were  indications  of  its  being 
much  like  those  characterizing  a  mpture  still  alire,  I  should  consider  the  use  of  the 
of  the  uterus ;  the  recession  of  the  child,  perforator  in  most  cases  unjustifiable,  and 
however,  the  being  able  to  trace  its  limbs  it  would  become  a  question  wbethcTy  if  no 
through  the  abdominal  parieties,  and  an  means  of  delireiy  per  otoi  natwndet  could  be 
increase  of  discharge  through  the  vagina,  resorted  to,  compatible  with  its  safety,  the 
being  wanting ;— ^ey  are,  the  appearance  Ca?sarean  section  should  not  be  performed, 
of  a  sudden  and  violent  pain  in  the  region  Such  a  means,  however,  shoola  never  be 
of  the  bladder,  accompanied  with  a  shriek  resorted  to  while  the  woman's  powers  le- 
and  a  declaration  by  the  patient  that  main  at  all  vigorous,  or  the  uterine  oon. 
something  has  burst  within  her;  a  rapid  tractions  continue  active:  for  so  long  there 
sinking  of  the  powers  of  life;  a  general  is  a  chance  both  of  the  child's  life  being  pro- 
tumefaction  of  the  abdomen,  and  great  served  in  utero,  and  of  the  labour  being 
tenderness  of  the  belly.  The  labour  pains,  naturallv  terminated.  Tlie  death  of  the 
which  usually  cease  on  a  rupture  of  the  child,  wnen  it  does  occur,  is  dependent  on 
uterus,  continue  for  some  short  time,  till  the  exhausted  state  of  the  mother's  system^ 
they  decline  as  aconseouence  of  exhausted  and  not  upon  any  destroying  influence  ex- 
powers.  The  particular  symptoms  pre-  isting  witnin  its  own  person, 
sent  in  this  case,  and  absent  in  rupture  of  The  child,  then,  having  been  extracted, 
the  uterus  are,  a  loss  of  the  vesical  tumor  although  our  solicitude  for  the  mother's 
which  before  could  be  felt  distending  the  preservation  be  wrought  up  to  the  highest 
abdominal  parietes,  and  in  its  stead  a  ge-  pitch,  I  fear  any  further  efforts  to  save  her 
neral  tumefaction  of  the  whole  cavity.  will  be  fruitless  and  disappointing.      I 

Since  rupture  of  the  bladder  is  so  uni-  cannot  coincide  with  a  great  authoritv  in 

versally  fatal,  and  since  it  can  usually  be  this  city,  who  has  suggested  the  possibility 

prevented  if  proper  attention  be  paid,  it  of  opening  the  abdominal  cavity,  sponging 

becomes  our  duty,  under  liuffering  labour  out  the  extravasated  urine,  cleansing  the 

)>articularly,  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  over  peritoneum  by  ablutions  of  warm  water, 

its  state ;  and  if  it  become  immoderately  drawing  up  the  bladder,  placing  a  ligature 

full,  to  relieve  it  by  the  catheter.  around  the  lacerated  opening,  and  hoping 

It  is  possible,  however,  that  the  urethra  for  a  successful  issue.     I  would  prefer 

may  be  a  little  turned  to  one  or  other  side,  abandoning  the  woman  to  her  fate,  certain 

out  of  its  regular  straight  course,  by  the  andfeaifufas  it  is,  to  attempting  such  a 

pressure  of  the  head,  and  difficulty  may  be  means  of  prolonging  her  existence,  upon 

experienced  in  introducing  a  silver  instru-  the  principle  that  I  would  rather  sit  by 

ment ;  if  such  an  impediment  should  ex.  ouietly,  and  watch  her  gradually  sink  by 

ist,  it  must  not  be  overcome  by  force,  but  tne  hand  of  nature,  than  myself  be  the  in- 

a  flexible  male  catheter  must  be  used  in*  strument  of  hastening  her  end. 
stead.     I  shall,  in  an  after  part  of  the 

course,  speak  more  at  length  on  the  appli-    ___^..............^ 

cation  01  this  instrument. 

It  has  never  occurred  to  me  to  meet  with  obsbrvatioks  oh  the 
a  case  in  which  it  was  necessary  to  punc> 

ture  the  bladder,  owing  to  an  inabUity  to  STRUCTURE  AND  FUNCTIONS  OF 

introduce   the   catheter,   but   such   may  THE  NERVOUS  SYSTEM; 

doubtless  possibly  occur;  and  if  so,  the  „  .            ^.^     .    ^      »             ,  .  ^ 

puncture    should   be  made   immediately  ^^^J^n  jbaract  rf a  Paj^Ttad  hef^tk* 

above  the  symphysis  pubis,  in  the  hops  ^'^'^  Amemtwn  at  Cambridge,  in  183S. 

that  the  peritoneum  may  escape  injunr;  Bt  Jambs  Macartney,  M.D. 

for  if  the  bladder  be  much  distended,  the  ProfcMor  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery  in  the 

peritoneum  will  be  drawn  up,  and  there  UnWenity  of  Dublin. 

will  be  a  space  above  the  symphysis  pubis  

not  occupied  by  the  membrane. 

Treatment. — I  should  be  unwilling  to  be-  The  author  begins  by  stating  the  received 

lieve  that  a  rupture  of  the  bladder  could  opinion  respecting  the  structure  of  the 

take  place  under  the  immediate  superin-  brain,  as  consisting  of  two  substances ;  the 

tendence  of  any  of  you  present;  but  it  is  one  an  opaque  white  pulp,  which  is  const, 

possible  you  may  be  called  to  such  a  case,  dered  to  he  the  nervous  matter;  the  other 

and  it  is  therefore  right  that  we  should  a  coloured  substance,  in  some  places  in- 

not   leave   the   treatment    unconsidered,  closing  the  white,  and  at  other  places 

Regarding  the  accident  as  unavoidably  fa-  being  imbedded  in  it. 

tal,  and  considering  that  the  woman  will  It  has  been  long  known,  he  adds,  that 

most  certainly  die,  1  think  that  our  prin.  the  white  substance  in  many  parts  assumes 

eipal  duty  is  to  look  to  the  preeervation  of  the  sha]ie  of  bands  or  bundles  of  fibres. 
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Br.  Spurzheim  did  not  hedtate  to  call  blood-Tessels  seen  on  the  brain  are  inclosed 

these  fibres  nerres,  and  was  more  success-  between  these  layers,  and  are  conducted 

ful  in  tracing  their  course  in  some  parts  of  on  the  inner  layer  to  the  substance  of  the 

the  brain  than  his  predecessors  baa  been,  organ.    The  inner  portion  of  the  pia  ma- 

But  the  author  has  employed  a  method  ter  is  continuous  with  the  membrane  of 

of  dissecting  the  brain,  whico  has  enabled  substance  of  the  brain,  but  becomes  so 

him  to  discofer  that  all  our  former  ideas  delicate  on  entering  the  structure  of  the 

with  respect  to  the  stntcture  of  the  cere-  organ,  that  it  is  readily  detached  from  the 

bral  organ  fall  far  short  of  the  intricacy  brain  without    apparently  injuring   the 

with  which  its  several  parts  are  combinedf.  integrity  of  its  surfaces.     When  the  inner 

In  order  to  perceive  the  real  structure  layer  of  the  pia  mater  is  obtained  in  con- 
of  the  brain,  recent  specimens  are  neces-  nexion  with  a  portion  of  the  vessels  and 
sary.  The  sight  should  be  aided  by  spec-  membrane  which  penetrate  the  brain,  it 
tacles  of  a  very  high  magnifying  power;  has  the  appearance  of  tufts  or  shreds,  and 
and  as  the  different  parts  are  exposed  in  as  such  has  been  described  by  Ruysch  and 
the  dissection,  they  should  be  wetted  with  Albinus  under  the  name  of  tommtum  eenbri. 
a  solution  of  alum  in  water,  or  some  other  The  neurilema  of  the  brain  appears  in 
coagulating  fluid.  By  these  means  it  will  the  adult  to  be  only  furnished  with  colour- 
be  observed  that  all  the  white  substance,  less  vessels^  except  in  those  parts  where 
whether  appearing  in  the  form  of  bands,  red  vessels  are  seen  to  pass  into  the  sut^ 
cords,  or  filaments,  or  simply  pulp,  are  stance  of  the  oi^gan ;  but  in  the  foetus,  the 
composed  of  still  finer  fibres,  which  have  coloured  substance  of  the  convolutions  may 
a  plexiform  arrangement,  and  that  all  be  injected  so  as  to  appear  quite  red.  This 
those  fibres,  to  the  finest  that  can  be  seen,  fact  is  consistent  with  the  structure  of  many 
are  sustained  and  clothed  by  a  most  deli-  other  oTgans  during  foetal  life,  which  in 
cate  membrane.  By  the  same  mode  of  that  period  of  existence  receives  red  iniec- 
dissection,  also,  it  is  possible  to  make  ap-  tion,  yet  only  admits  afterwards  colourless 
parent  the  existence  of  still  finer  inter-  fluids.  The  great  degree  of  vascularity  in 
woven  white  fibres  in  all  the  coloured  sub-  the  fcetus  is  particularly  remarkable  in  the 
stances  of  the  brain,  in  many  of  which  the  eve,  the  lining  of  the  labyrinth  of  the  ear, 
nervous  filaments  are  so  delicate  and  trans-  the  periosteum,  ficc 
parent  that  they  are  not  visible  until  in  The  author  has  ascertained  that  the  ac- 
some  degree  coagulated  by  the  solution  of  tual  quantity  of  the  sentient  substance  ex- 
alum  or  by  spirits.  isting  in  the'  brain  and  other  parts  of  the 

Dr.  Macartney  has  thus  been  enabled  to  nervous  system,  is  extremely  small.    The 

see  twenty-six  plexuses  not  hitherto  de-  bulk  of  these  parts  is  not  materially  dimi- 

scribed  in  the  brain,  the  fibres  composing  nished  by  removing  their  nervous  matter, 

which  assume  two  arrangements,  the  one  provided  their  membranous  structure  be 

reticular,  the  other  arborescent.  left  behind ;  and  whenever  we  meet  with 

The  membrane  mentioned  as  pervading  the  sentient  substance  in  connexion  with 

the  entire  substance  of  the  brain,  and  sup-  a  highly -attenuated  membrane,  as  in  the 

porting  its  delicate  organization  in  every  retina  and  in  several  of  the  cerebral  plex- 

part,  has  heretofore  escaped  the  observation  uses  contained  in  the  coloured  matter  of 

of  anatomists,  and  yet  when  the  fact  is  the  brain,  it  is  absolutely  invisible  until  it 

declared,  we  at  once  perceive  that  such  a  has  undergone  some  degree  of  coagulation, 

membrane  must  exist    It  cannot  be  sup-  It  is,  pernaps,  not  assuming  too  much 

poeed  that  a  mass  of  the  magnitude  of  toe  ttom  these  facts,  to  suppose  that  the  whole 

brain,  and  possessing  so  definite  an  organi-  nervous  system,  if  sufficiently  expanded, 

sation,  should  form  an  exception  to  the  fa-  and  divested  of  all  coverings,  would  be 

brie  of  all  the  other  parts  of  the  body,  and  found  too  tender  to  give  any  resistance  to 

be  left  unprovided  with  a  membranous  the  touch,  too  transparent  to  be  seen,  and 

support.    This  membrane  is  analogous  to  probably  would  entirely  escape  the  cogni- 

the  cellular  membrane ;  and  if  we  admit  zance  of  all  our  senses.    Consistently  with 

that  the  filaments  of  the  brain  are  similar  this  view  of  the  matter,  the  author  thinks 

to  the  fibres  in  other  parts  of  the  nervous  that  we  can  hardly  take  upon  us  to  say 

system,  we  may  consider  the  membrane  that  the  simplest  animals,  and  even  plants, 

which  sustains  and  connects  the  cerebral  may  not  have  some  modification  of  sentient 

plexuses  as  their  proper  neurilema.  substances  incorporated  in  their  structure, 

The  pia  mater,  or  vascular  integument  instead  of  being  collected,  as  in  the  higher 
of  the  brain,  is  composed  of  two  layers;  classes  of  animals,  into  palpable  mem- 
the  extenuil  of  whi(£  passes  over  the  con-  branous  cords  and  filaments, 
volutions  of  the  cerebrum  and  the  gyri  of  The  term  plexus  has  been  generally  em- 
the  cerebellum,  and  the  internal  is  reflected  ployed  to  signify  an  interweaving  or  cross- 
between  these  forms,  and  gives  all  their  mg  of  filaments;  but  Dr.  Macartney  is 
exterior  surface  an  intimate  covering.  The  satisfied  that  there  is  an  actual  union  or 
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intermixture    of  substance  in  both   the  mon  meaning  of  the  word,      (t  may  be 

plexuses  of  the  brain  and  of  the  other  parts  wounded  witnont  any  sense  of  pain  to  the 

of  the  nenrons  system.    He  has  discovered  individual. 

that  the  roots  of.  the  spinal  nerves,  instead  The  trunks  of  the  nerves  not  possessing 
of  being  connected  with  the  medulla  by  the  arrangement  of  the  sentient  substance 
mere  contact  or  insertion,  as  hitherto  sup-  suitable  to  common  sensation,  can  only 
posed,  actually  enter  into  the  composition  transmit  the  feeling  of  pain.  Thns,  pa- 
of  the  filaments  of  the  spinal  marrow,  and  tients  alter  amputation  often  complain  of 
that  these  roots  of  nerves  (as  they  are  call-  pain  in  the  part  that  has  been  removed ; 
ed)  form  communications  with  each  other  but  the  author  believes  that  in  no  instance 
within  the  substance  of  the  medulla.  With  have  they  experienced  natural  or  agreeable 
regard  to  the  cerebral  nerves  also,  it  can  be  sensations,  or  have  expressed  a  conscious- 
shown  that  they  are  continuous  with  the  ness  of  the  presence  of  the  removed  limb 
cerebral  plexuses  in  their  immediate  neigh,  unattended  with  pain, 
bonrhood.  The  sentient  extremities  of  nerves  arv 

Many  of  the  commvnications  formed  alone  capable  of  being  aflectcd  by  narcotle 

between  the  right  and  left  sides  of  the  poisons.     Half  a  tea- spoonful  of  the  es- 

nervous  system  are  well  known,  such  as  sential  oil  of  almonds  introduced  into  the 

the  commissures  of  the  brain,  the  crossing  substance  of  the  brain  of  a  rabbit  did  not 

white  filaments  of  the  spinal  marrow,  the  produce  the  least  effect  on  the  animal,  nor 

decussationof  the  pyramids,  and  the  inter,  was  any  effect  produced  by  placing  the 

change  of  the  two  optic  nerves  in  fishes,  end  of  the  sciatic  nerve  in  a  spoonful  of 

The  author  has  found  so  many  communi-  the  essential  oil  of  almonds  during  half  an 

cations  to  exist  between  the  origins  of  the  hour,  although  the  animal  was  afterwards 

nerves  on  the  right  and  left  sides  of  the  killed  in  the  usual  manner  by  a  few  drops 

body,  that  he  is  disposed  to  believe  it  to  of  this  liquid  on  the  tongue, 

be  a  general  fact.    Tlie  optic  nerves  in  the  Impressions  on  the  extremities  of  nerves 

human  subject  do  not  decussate,  as  some  sent  to  the  oi^ns  of  sense  and  to  the  ex> 

have  supposed,  but  form  a  very  intricate  temal  surfaces  of  the  body,  are  attended 

plexus  woere    the^  oome    into    contact,  with    consciousness   in    Uie    individnal. 

This  mode  of  conjunction  accounts  for  whilst  those  naturally  made  on  the  interior 

atrophy  of  the  tractus  opticus  being  in  surfaces  cause  no  perception.    Those  sur- 

some  instances  found  on  the  same  side,  faces,  however,  are  amply  supplied  with 

and  at  others  on  the  opposite  side  to  that  nerves,  and  possess  a  high  degree  of  local 

of  the  eye  affected  with  blindness.  sensibility,  by  which  they  not  only  discern 

The  facts  already  observed  would  justify  mechanic  forms,  but  qualities  in  food  and 

the  opinion  that  the  sentient  substance  is  medicines  that  the  peroeptive  powers  of 

in  no  place  distant  or  isolated;  that  it  is  the  individual  cannot  distinguish.    These 

essentially  one  and  indivisible;  and  con.  internal  and  nnperceived  sensations  are 

sequently  the  nervous  system  d^flfers  from  oont]nually,thongh  secretly,  influencing  the 

all  the  other  systematic  arrangements  in  condition  of  the  whole  nervous  system,  end 

nature.  are  often  the  cause  of  remote  morbid  ae- 

It  appears  to  the  author  that  this  view  tions.    Under  some  circumstances,  move- 

of  the  sentient  system  will  alone  serve  to  ment   follows   impression  made  on   the 

explain  the  numerous  sympathies  which  €xUntai  parts  of  the  body  after  conscions- 

exist  in  animal  bodies,  the  occurrence  of  ness  has  become  extinct.   It  is  known  that 

disease  in  the  higher  orders  of  animals  the  ordinaiy  actions  of  the  iris  correspond 

from  indirect  or  remote  impression,  and  with  the  impressions  of  light  on  the  retina; 

the  operation  of  all  remedies  which  act  and  the  author  has  observed  that  the  iris 

through  the  medium  of  the  sensibility.  continues  to  move  under  the  same  law 

The  mode  in  which  the  sentient  sub.  after  the  animal's  head  has  been  cut  off,  or 

stance  is  arranged,  its  more  or  less  minnte  the  eye  taken  out,  as  long  as  the  retina 

subdivision,  and  the  degree   of  arterial  retains  its  local  sensibility :  similar  effects 

vascularity,  determine  the  phenomena  of  take  place  in  other  parts  of  the  body, 

sensibility  as  they  come  under  our  obser-  The  mutual  influence  of  the  nerves  and 

vation.    Hence,  we  find  that  the  brain,  spinal  marrow  seems  to  be  all  that  is  ne. 

even  different  parts  of  it,  the  spinal  mar.  cessary  during  foetal  life,  as  the  absence  of 

row,  the  trunks  of  the  nerves,  and  their  the  brain  in  Uie  acephalous  foetus  does  not 

sentient  extremities,  are  so  differently  en.  interfere  with  any  of  the  ftinctions  of  the 

dowed,  that  we  might  be  almost  led  into  creature  until  the  moment  of  birth, 

the  error  of  supposing  them  all  composed  The  offices  which  the  coloured  substance 

of  different  materials.  performs  in  the  nervous  system,  have  been 

It  is  well  known  to  suigeons  and  to  ex.  matter  of   s]>eculation  with  anatomists, 

perimental  physiologists,  that  the  brain  is  One  obvious  purpose  of  its  existence  is  to 

not  endowed  with  any  feeling,  in  the  com-  give  support  and  security  to  the  finest  sub- 
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divisions  of  the  sentient  substance;  we  ON  THB  COMPARATIVE  MERITS 

therefore  find  that  it  affords  such  protec-  ^p 

tion  in  proportion  to  the  necessity:  hence, 

in  the  brain,  the  coloured  substance  is  soft  ^^R*    BELLINGERI'S   AND    SIR    C. 

and  tender,  while  in  the  gpanglia  of  the  BELLAS  WRITINGS 

nerves  it  is  generally  dense  and  firm.    Be- 

sides,  however,  foAning  a  nidus  for  the  ^''^^  opinions  on  the  functions  op  the 

ultimate  plexuses  of  the  sentient  matter.  fifth  and  seventh  pairs  of 

the  coloured  substance  would  seem  to  fUlfil  cerebral  nerves. 

some  other  use  not  yet  ascertained,  as  n      n     i«r             iLrr^ 

wherever  it  exists  it  exhibite  the  same  '^^    ^'    ^=<»ri,  M.D. 

character  with  respect  to  colour,  varving  [ConUnned  from  p,  787.] 

from  yellow  to  green  or  brown.    Dr.  Mac  .^__ 

artney  considers  the  yellow  spot  in  the  re-  „  * i*        •,   ^   •   •               *     ^ 

tina  of  the  human  eye,  and  in  that  of  the  Bell%ngerVtOptnton$  on  the  Functions 

monkey  and  lemur,  as  a  ganglion,  having  V^  '^*    Ganglionic  Portion   of  the 

discovered  that  it  contains  a  more  intricate  Fifth, — Part  II. 

reticulation  of  the  nervous  filaments  than  t„  ^\^^  «-<^ai1;««.  o*f:^i<^  »^  k-„^  «  ^ 

exists  in  the  other  parts  of  the  reUna.  ]^  /^f  preceding  article  we  have  seen 

The  coloured  sul^tances  of  the  nervous  **»**  *he  g^nghonic  portion  of  the  fifth, 

system  in  no  degree  derive  their  peculiar  accordingr  to  Bellingen  s  opinion,  exerts, 

tints  from  the  blood  that  circulates  in  »"  *"«  ""t  place,    a  direct  influence 

them,  since  the  colours  are  palest  in  the  over  the  orjifanic  life  of  those  parts  and 

fcetus,  and  grow  darker  as  the  nervous  sys-  organs  which  receive  branches  from  it. 

tern  approaches  its  perfect  organization.  Moreover,  by  its  connexions  with  the 

It  is  a  generally  received  opinion  that  other  nerves  of  the  face,  and  by  its  dis- 

the  ventricles  of  the  brain  are  cavities  or  tribution  round  the  smallest  arteries,  it 

hollow    spaces   containing   some  liquid,  serves  principally  to  depict    over  the 

This  error  has  arisen  from  the  common  face  the  physiognomical  expression  of 

modes  of  dissecUng  the  brain,  which  neces.  ^^  different  passions;    when,    by  its 

sanly  separate  the  surfaces  of  the  ventricles  «„.*^^:«oi  w.i.*;^«io   *il»^..»k  \u^  •i«^*« 

from"' each  other.    If,  however,  the  dissec-  anatomical  relatim^s   through  the  sym. 

tion  be  performed  without  tUsturbing  the  paUietic   nerves,  with  all  parts  of  the 

natural  position  of  the  parts,  not  the  slight-  body,   the  numerous  branch^  of   the 

est  appearance  of  cavity  or  interspace  pre-  ganglionic  portion  of  the  fifth  ma;r  be 

sents  itself.    The  sole  use  of  the  ventricles,  also  svmpathetically  called  into  action, 

therefore,  seems  to  be,  merely  to  gain  an  Although  these  statements  may  an- 

extent  of  surface  necessary  to  the  develop-  pear  reasonable  enough  to  those  who 

ment  of  the  peculiar  organization  of  the  read  and  understood  the  anatomicol  and 

brain.    Apparently  there  is  less  superficies  physiological  arguments    brought  for- 

in  proporUon  to  the  magnitude  of  the  ^ani  by  Bellingeri,  still  they  did  not 

mass  of  the  brain  in  man  than  in  that  of  gatisfy  Mr.  Alexander  Shaw,  who  was 

animab;  but  if  we  calculate  the  depth  of  quite  astonished  to  learn  that  \he  Italian 

the  surfaces  between  the  convolutions  of  ^i^y^iologist  had  termed  the  fifth  "  the 

the  cerebrum  and  on  the  branches  of  the  *.' ^  !     f    .     •     **'*"'.^"  *"^  "»"^      J"^ 

arbor  vit»  in  the  cerebellum,  together  with  ?i'^^^Y^'*'^'i''T''^i  exp^«toii."- 

the  internal  surfaces,  we  shall  find  that  the  (^«.  **^^-  ^*2  »  "^  "'J  J^,  p.  501.) 

superficies  of  the  human  brain  is  greater  in  ^"  Charles  Bell,  when  defining  the 

relation  to  its  bulk  than  that  of  any  other  seventh   pair  of  nerves,  m  his  fourth 

animal.    In  addition  to  the  surfaces  al-  paper  already  mentioned,  says,—"  The 

ready  known,  Dr,  Macartney  has  ascer-  seventh  is  Uie  auditoiy  nerve,  and  the 

tained  the  existence  of  ventricles  (so  called)  division  of  it  called  portio  dura  is  the 

in  the  bulb  of  the  olfactory  nerves,  and  in  motor  nerve  of  the  face.......  and  that 

the  optic  thalami  of  the  human  adult  on   which   the  expression   of  the  face 

brain.    In  the  thalami  the  distinction  of  depends."  —  (See    last    work,   p.  217.) 

surface  is  obscure,  but  in  the  olfactory  Therefore,    according    to   Mr.    Shaw's 

^^}Z'}^.V''^''Ti^^  ^^^^\  r      I,-  doctrine,    Bellingeri   must  be  wronj?; 

The  author  concludes  with  stating  his  „„  j    »  „'     .i  ^„  ^««,wv:#*^     «..««    c 

belief,  that  every  assemblage  of  the  ne?rous  *"i  ™  ,*Jf"    committed,    says   fie, 

filaments  in  th^  form  of  plexus  is  destined  .  ^}'^  ^""^^  ^^""^"^^I^S  '^^^'"'^  ??®  '^- 

to  fulfil  an  especial  purpose,  and  with  the  'l^*^^  «>»^  o'^^e  fifth  pair  preside  over 

anticipation  that  at  no  distant  period  we  ">«  actions  of  the  muscles  of  the  face." 

shall  be  able  to  understand  many  of  the  (See  Med.  Gaz.,  July  19th,  p.  502.) 

phenomena  of  sensation  which  have  been  ^   When  Mr.  Alexander  Shaw  is  speak, 

liitherto  veiled  in  the  utmost  obscurity.  ing  of  the  seyentb,  he  informs  us  that 
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**  this  nerve  has  but  wm  function  ;  it  is  quintttm  largritur,  tertiimi  quoqae  per 

a  motor  nerve ;  it  can  carry  a  mandate  ^nglio  nrius  effonnato.    Penraro  eqni- 

only  outwanU  to  the  muscles ;  it  has  dem,  sea  aliquando  a  volantate  depen- 

no  power  of  carrying  a  sensation  in-  dens  observatus  est  iridts  motiis  quiiNift- 

wards?^ — (Med.  Gaz.,  July  I9th,  p.  560.)  dam  in  individuis ;  ita  in  Fontana  vidit 

Moreover,  **  It„,has  no  share  tn  con-  Mascagni.     Sed  jam  in  anatome  ani- 

trihuting  to  the  sensibility  of  the  tur-  madvertimus,  et  interdam  nervos  cUiares 

faces  on  which  it  is  distributed,** -—{Id.  nuUos  a  quinto,  sed  unice  a  tertio  pari 

p.  561.)  fuisse  progenitos  ;   deiiiisse    et    seaid 

Now  I  should  like  to  know,  if  the  ganglion    ophthalmicum  Gunzias    aft> 

seventh  have  no  sensation  or  power  to  semit.      An  ph^iologicus  inde  motus 

carry  any  impression  from  witnout  in-  iridis,  a  generah  lege  recedens,  com  pe- 

wards,  how  is  it  to  be  considered  the  culiari  oonveniret  anatomica  ciliaiium 

nerve  of  expression  of  the  face  ?  nervorum  constructione  P     An  quando 

Looking  at  Dr.  Johnson's  definition  tantummodo  a  tertio  pari  nervi  ciliares 

of  the  two  words,  sympathy — sympa-  jyrocedunt,  iridis  motus  ganfflii  deficien- 

theticj  I  found  one  to  be,  **  mutual  sen^  tiie  iisdem  in  individuis  debetur  ?    Pu- 

sibUityi*^  the  other,  "  having  mutual  tarem,    namque    in    avium   quibusdam 

sensation;  feeling    in  consequence    of  speciebus,  psytaco,  et  noctua,  in  rajis 

what  another  feels.**    Then,  how  are  etiam  iris  voluntatis  obeditimperio,  quod 

they  to  be  applied  to  the  seventh,  which  dariss.     Sprengel  ganglii  ophthalmici 

has   no  sensation,  rather  than  to  the  defectui  triouendum  esse,  subdubie  pro- 

fiflh,  which  is  the  nerve  of  feeling  of  ponit    (p.  149.) 

the  face  P    How  the  lachr^al  gland  Pupula  autem  a  luce  in  statu  salutis 

may  be  put  into  violent  action  by  sym-  non  directe  propria  actione  movetur,  sed 

pathetic  impression  from   the  seventh,  ^mpathice  a  consensu  cum  nervo  optioo. 

if  it  merely  receive    its    nerves   from  Sed  non  semper  sympathice  ah  optico 

the  lachrymal  branch  of  the  fifth  P     Is  movetur  iris,  mterdum  citra  optict  in- 

it  then  so  extraordinary,  if  the  prin-  fluxum  movetur;  cseci  fuerunt  a  vitio 

cipal  nerve  of  feeling  of  the  face,  and  of  nervi'optici,  in  quibus  pupilla  lucis  mo- 

reciprocal  connexion  with  all  its  parts  yebatur  actione.     Inyoluntarius  autem 

and  organs,  be  called  by  the  Italian  iridis  motus^  prcesertim  a  quinto,  nop 

physiologist  "  the  nerve  of  physiogno-  autem  a  tertio  pari  fovetur,  quod  in  reli- 

mical  expression  ?**     Who  then  made  (|uis  suis  propaginibus  voluntatis  obedit 

"  the  fatal  blunder?"  imperio.     Revera  Whytt  animadvertii 

Leaving    time    for    Mr.    Alexander  in  amaurosi  unins  oculi,  ipsius  pupnlam 

Shaw  to  give  us  an  answer,  I  shall  now  a  vario  lucis  gradu  neque  constringi, 

proceed  with  Bellingeri's  exposition :—  neque  dilatari ;  moveri  tamen  ipsam,  si 

lux  in  oppositum  agat  ocnlum.     Hyo. 

§  XX.  Involuntariis  pneesse  actioni-  scyamo  ventriculo  excepto,  mydriasis 
bus  par  quintum  hucusque  demonstrare  suDoritur,  sive  integer  sit  visus,  sive  ea- 
adgressi  sumus,  partium  scilicet  orga-  taracta,  sive  amaurosi  detineatur  oculus. 
nicfie  vit«,  patheticis,  et  sympathicis  af-  Utroque  tamen  in  casu  sympathicua 
fectionibus ;  sed  et  multiplicibus  inseri-  iridis  motus  neque  ah  optico  prodncitur, 
tur  in  partibus  motu  donatis,  in  cunctis  neque  a  tertio,  sed  a  quinto  perficitur. 
scilicet  faciei  musculis,  in  musculis  pa-  Sed  non  omnimode  involuntarius  est 
lati,  et  superioris  pharyngis,in  inusculis  iridis  motus,  aliquatenus  etiam,  leviter 
linguae,  et  maxiuce  inferioris,  ifa  non-  quidem,  subiacet  voluntati ;  id  et  iunaere 
nufiis  capitis  musculis ;  nasi  denique,  et  visus  est  Whytt.  Hinc,  quum  attente 
aurium  ;  in  iride  tandem,  et  in  interne  objectum  conspicimus,  vel  Toluntatis 
auris  musculis.  Quanam  ratione  hosce  imperio  sub  hac  animi  contentione  mo- 
mo  veat,  inquirendum  remanet.   (p.  148.)  vetur  iris,  vel  major  ad  motum  inducitur 

§  XXI.   Physiologi    partiuntur    mo-  aptitudo ;  hoc  autem  a  filamentis  tertii 

tus  in  voluntaries,  involuntarios,  et  mix-  paris  peragi  putarem,  qui  in  cseteris  pro- 

tos ;  qui  autem  proficiscuntur  motus  a  paginibus  fere  ex  integro  a  voluutate 

quinto  pari,   involuntarios  esse,  erode*  dependet;  hinc  admirandum  naturae  eon- 

rem ;  quod  ut  comprobem,    a  demon-  silium,  quum  enim  duplicis  ordiuis  mo- 

stratis  incipiam.    £t  primo  <^uidem  in-  tus  in  inde  perficeretur,  et  nervis  ipsam 

Toluntarius  fere  penitus  est  indis  motus  ditavit,  duplici  e  fontispetitis.    (p.  151.) 

in   humana  specie.      Sed  nervos  iridi  §  XXlL     Constructionis,   et   func- 
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tionis  lequalitaa  postulat,   ut  de  nerris  luntarii   a  eolo    instinctu    peragnntur, 

auris  interiora  ingredientibus,  et  audi-  namque  et  in  infante  exercentur.    Invo- 

tui  famulantibus  dicamus.      Sicuti  in-  luntariis    autem     destinari    actionibus 

Folnntarie  papula  a  luce,  ita  et  a  sonoris  comprobant    reliaua    ipsius    filamenta, 

aeris    undulationibus  muaculi    internee  ^uae  dentibua,  glandulisque  labialibua 

auria  pfOBter  yoluntatis  influxum  fere  inseruntur.    Quum  porro  et  voluutarie 

semper  morentur  ....     Musculi  au-  moYeantur  omnes  musculi  menti,  bine 

tern     internee     auris      suaa     nerrosas  yix  e  proprio  foramine  egresso  maxillari 

propagines  a  quiuto  una  cum  septimo  inferiori,     ibi    traducta   septimi    paris 

accijpiunt   ....      Sicuti  enim  iris  in  filamenta  multimode  connectuntur,  om. 

oculo  a  quinto,  et  tertio  pari  simul  ner-  nibusque  cum  ramis  conjunguntur." — 

vis  ditatur,  ita  et  a  quinto,  et  septimo  P.  157. 

musculi  auditui  suppetias  ferunt.    Sicuti        §  XXV.   Infraorbitalis  rami  propa- 

iris  maxima  ex  parte  citra  voluntatem  gines    eamdem    sequuntur    rationem  ; 

movetur,  ita  et  musculi  internee  auris :  ^uum  enim  in  musculis  palpebree  infe- 

sicuti  iris^  pariter  et  isti  musculi  sym^  noris,  labii  superioris,  ons,  et  nasi  in- 

patbice  ab  intercostali  afficiuntur;  com*  sumuntur,  vel  nuUommodo,  ut  sunt  mus- 

mode  autem  heec  sjmpatbia  explicatur  culi  nasi  ut  plurimum,  vel  dumtaxat  in- 

per  ramum  petrosum  nervi  vidiani,  qui  Toluntarie  cunctos  movent.    Preesunt  et 

alio  ramo    carotideo  ad   intercostalem  ipsi    nonnuUi    ciborum   assumtioni,  et 

efformandum  concurrit ....    Involun-  masticationi,  alii  oculos  tuentur,  et  ex 

tariua  igitur  maxima  ex  parte,  et  aliqua-  parte  claudunt,  narium  musculi  quan- 

tenus  vol  untarius  est  musculorum  internee  doque    in    bominum     morbis,    et    sub 

auris  motus,  et  natura  etiam  ouintum,  cursu  in  ipso,  et    in    equo    preeprimis^ 

et  septimum  par  in  aure  copulata  est,  respirationem    coadjuvant,    qui     certe 

mnseuiorumque  nervos  duplici  e  fonte  omnes  involuntarii,  vel  mixti  sunt  mo- 

desumsit.— P.  153.  tus.    Sed  quum  et  obediant  voluntatis 

§  XXIII.   Modo  ad  ramos  palatinos  actioni,  bine  ubique  in  omnibus  bisce 

deveniemns,  qui    in    uvula,  velo  pen-  musculis  filamenta  septimi  paris  cum 

dulo  palati,  et  pbarvnge  superiori  dis-  quinto  natura  commiscuit.    £^em  om- 

tribuuntur,  et  musculis  circumflexo  jm-  nino  dioenda  sunt  de  ramis  nervi  fron- 

lati,  et  elevatori  palati  mobilis,  sicuti,  et  talis,  infnitrocblearis  nasalis,  deque  fila- 

Buperiori  pbaijngps   parti  prospiciunt;  mentis  nonnullis  lacrymalis,  qui  in  mus- 

ibi  soloe  sunt  quinti  paris  propaginea,  culis     occipito-frontali,       superciliari, 

ipsorumoue   motus    ab    animaus   nutn  pjramidali     nasi,   orbiculari  palpebra- 

nuUomoao  dependent.     Moventur  qui-  mm,  et  levaiori    palpebree    superioris 

dem  in  deglutitione,  quoe  licet  pnma  finem  babent.    Demonstravimus  supe- 

ftonte  a  voluntate  omnmo  perfici  videa-  rius'svmpatbice,    et  patbetice  moveri, 

tur,  attamen,  quee  a  posteriori  oris  cavo  ac  amci  frontalis,    inTratrocblearis,    et 

.   peijficitur,  solummodo  ab  alimentorum,  lacrjmalis    propaffines.       Involuntarie 

vel  salivee  inducitur  stimulo;   bine  ore  autem  moventur  in  palpebrarum  moti- 

penitus  vacuo,  et  ipso  adnotante  Magen-  bus,  bine  nobis  fere  insciis  palpebris 

die,  de^lutitio  impossibilis,  vel  nulla,  nictamur  dum  vigiles  sumus,  oculos,  in- 

(See  Precis  Elementaire  de  Pbjsiologie,  gruente  somno,  claudimus,    aperimus- 

t  ii.  p.  06.)~P.  153.  (|ue  expergefacti,  bosc  omnia  cxercet  et 

Here  I  sball  omit  to  transcribe  wbat  infaus.    Verum  quum  frontis,  nasi,  et 

Bellingeri    states    about    tbe   lingual  superioris  palpebree  musculi  jubente  vo- 

branch  of  the  fiftb,  as  I  shall  return  to  luntate  diversimode  movcantur,  septimi, 

this  subject  on  another  occasion.  et  tertii  paris  propagines  ipsis  alicubi  na- 

§  XXIV.  P.  156.    Jam  vero  ad  maxO-  tura  est  elargita,  et  pnecipue  in  exterio- 

larem  inferiorem  gradum  facimus,  quern  ribus  muscu^rum  frontis,  et  orbicularis 

vidimus  in  anatome  ramos  tribuere  mus-  palpebrarum  stratis    quinti,  et  septimi 

cnlo  mjlo-byoideo,  ventri  anteriori  di-  pans  anastomoses  fieri,  in  anatome  ob- 

gastrici,  omuibus^ue  muculis  in  men-  servavimus. 

to,  ipsinsque  vicinns  existentibus :  aperit       Quintum  denique  par  omnes  bosce  in- 

inde^    maxillam    inferiorem,    et    con-  voluntarioa  motus  aosolvere,  comprobat 

cnrrit  ad  oris  occlusionem,  et  diductio-  observatio  monstri  a  Lawrence  descripti, 

nem ;  famulatur  quapropter  alimentorum  et  snperius  relata,  in  quo  dejiciente  tep- 

sumptioni,  masticationi,  atque  degluti-  timo  pari^  et  prtBitnte  quinto^  ciborum 

tioui,  qui  certe  motus  quandoque  invo-  assumtio,  suctus,  masticatio,  et  dcglu- 
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titio  perfecta  est.    Sed  non  tantum  in-  have  senred  for  uniting^  or  oontrollingr 

voluntarie  agiint  varice  niaxillaris  supe-  difTerent  sets  of  muscles ;  but  it  is  not  a 

rioris,  et  inferioris  divisiones  in  ciborum  wery  rare  occurrence  for  some  of  the 

sumptione,   et  masticalione,  yerum  et  ^nglia  of  the  lumbar  and  sacral  nerves 

in  voce,  et  diversis  vocis  modulationibus  to  be  double ;   and  in  every  example  of 

suam  opem  conferunt ;  plorat  inde  non  tbis  sort  I  have  carefully  examined,  the 

solum,  sed  et  ejulatus  emittit,  et  clami-  anterior  bundle  has  alKo  divided  equally 

tat  infans,  os  diducit,  distorquet,  cir-  to  join  the  anterior  point  of  each  divided 

cumagfitat    linguam,    tremit   ipsa,   et  ganglion. 

labia.— P.  158.  In  one  subject  I  traced  a  very  dis- 

^.  XXYI.    Secretionibns  quoque,  et  tinct  nerve  passing  upwards  from  the 

multiplicibus,  quae  certe  ors^anicee  vitse  spheno-palatine  to  the  lenticular  gfan> 

munera  sunt,  omnibus  in  facie  preeest  glion ;  out  whether  this  be  constant  I 

quintum  par ;  ipsius  influxu  lacrymas  cannot  at  present  detennine. 
glandula  lacrymalis    secemit,    humor         I  ^  have    stated   the   first  fact,    be- 

meibomianus  a  palpebrarum  glandulis  cause  I  am   desirous  of  having  prin- 

plorat,  mucum  pituitaria  narium  mem-  ciples  in  physiology  established,  as  far 

orana  separat,  salivam  glandula  sublin-  as  can  be  done  with  safety ;   and  as 

Gfualis,    maxillaris,    atque    parotis,  lu-  this  subject    affords  me    the  opportu- 

bricum  mucum  mucosae  glandulse  palati,  nity,  I  cannot  help  expressing  that,in  the 

totiusque  oris,  buccarum,  linguae,  et  la-  present  state  of  Knowledge,  it  may  be 

biorum,    tonsillee  ipsae  quinti    actione  more  than  conjectured  that  if  the  struc- 

proprium  exequuntur  officium,  cerumen  ture  and  functions  of  the  brain  and  nerves 

in  auribus  a  quinti  secemitur  auxilio.  were   perfectly  understood,    a    simple 

Vidimus  quoque  sanguinis  circulationem  principle,  consistent  with  that  of  every 

in  facie  a  quinto  recte  dirigi,  modo  acce-  other  system,  would  be  found  to  direct 

lerari,  retardari,  impediri,  aut  perverti ;  and  govern  them.    But  as  there  are  mo- 

hinc,  cur  constanter  comitetur  arterias,  ut  difications  of  the  several  parts  of  e^ery 

summa  cum  patientia,  et  labore  de  om-  animal,  and  particularly  of  those  .con- 

nibus  quinti  ramis  demonstravit  Wris-  nected  wi^  the  vital  and  instinctive  or- 

bergfius.     Organicas  inde  usque  adhuc  gans,  so  there  must  necessarily  be  a  mo- 

ostendimus  quintum  par  exequi  func-  dification  of  this  principle,  which  will 

tiones. — P.  159.  ^  be  manifested  in  a  different  form  of  the 

§.  XXVII.    Hisce  porro  constitutis,  brain,  and  a  different  disposition  of  the 

inquirere  pergimus,  an,  et  quommodo  nerves,  their  plexuses  ana  ganglia.     If 

quintum  par  sensibus  tactus,  olfactua,  experiments  be  instituted  on  one  animal, 

et  gustus  mserviat  with  the  expe<^tation  that  the  functions 

-,, .        .„  ,       ,        , .    .    1.       *      ,  of  its  organs  correspond  with  those  of 

This  will  be  the  subject  of  my  next  or  even  of  other  animals  of  the 

article,  which  I  hope    to    have  ready  game  order,  made  in  different  forms,  and 

for  next  Saturday.  htiwlng  different  habits,  and  a  different 

September  6, 1884.  distribution  of  the  nerves,  any  reasoning 
founded   on  such  conclusions  will  fre- 
quently be  erroneous.  '<  That  a  too  limited 
ON  DOUBLE  GANGLIA  OF  SOME  induction  has  in  many  respects  been 
OF  THE  SPINAL  NERVES;  fallacious,    changes   and   modifications 
AND  ON  A   DIRECT  COMMUNICATION  BE-  of  Opinion  havc  Sufficiently  1^^^ 

T^EEN  THE  SPHENOPALATINE  AND  ^^^   ^»  ^^^   COUtinUe    to    Bc    SO    UUdcr 

LENTicuLAK  GANGLIA.  thc  ssiiie  systcm,  thc  labours  of  future 

anatomists  and  physiologists  will  also 

determine.    Those  who  nave  carefully 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  cultivated  comparative  anatomy,  even  on 

a  limited  scale,  cannot  fail  of  being  con- 

Sir,  vinced  that  order  can  only  be  brought 

It  has  been  supposed  that  the  anterior  out  of  confusion,  and  the  present  dif- 

and  posterior  bundles  of  the  spinal  nerves  ferences  reconcile  by  the  most  compre. 

—  ■■  m  ,,    ,  ■  ■  "  ■  —  -—   m 

•  In  Dr.  Negri's  paper,  in  oar  No.  for  Auguat  far  **  nerroruro,"  read  "  nervam  j"  p.  787,  col. 

30»  p.  786.   I.  48.  col.  I,  for  •*  formalarl/*  read  i,  1.  28,  after  *  alqae  ita  ratio,"  insert  "  redde- 

"  famularl  }'*  same  page,  coL  3,  1.  28,  /or  "  ana-  retur,  quommodo  sympathlce  orgaoIc«eperficeren- 

tomlsie,"  read  *'  anatomlaj"  p.  786,  qoU  1,  !■  11|  tar,'*  cum,  Ac. 
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hensiTe  dIed  of  investigation ;  and  until  blood  is  exposed  in  its  passage  through 

this  shall  have  been  instituted,  the  phj-  the  air-ce])s  of  the  lungs. 

siolo^y  of  the  nervous  sjstem  can  never        Your  correspondent  has  reiterated  the 

acquire  the  harmonious  perfection  it  is  evidences  of  the  unquestioned  agency  of 

capableof  exhibiting.— I  am,  sir,  the  atmosphere   upon   foetal  organiza- 

Your  obedient  servant,  tion;  but  he  has  not  attempted  an  ex- 

JosEPH  Swan.  planation  how  a  dense  fluid,  not  in  ac- 

«,  TAvtstMk-Sqiiare,  tual  contact,  can  material!  v  aflfect  ano- 

Aug. 29, 1884.  ther  fluid  almost  equally  dense  in  its 

Sroperties.     The  arguments  he  has  ad- 
uced  of  oviparous  animals,  tend  only 

ARTERIALIZATION   OF   THE  to  strengthen  my  former  assertions ;  and 

F(ETAL  BLOOD.  **  '*"«  matter  stands  thus  amicably  be- 

^^  tween  us,  I  need  not  assume  the  atti- 
tude of  defence,  nor  be  like  one  of  old 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  ffratis    anhelans^    multa    agendo    nihil 

apem  /—I  am,  sir, 
^'*»  Your  obedient  servant. 
It  is  by  no  means  my  ambition  to  enter  R.  H.  Allnatt. 
into  a  "  wordy  warfare*'  with  vour  cor-       wmitagfcrd,  Sept.  a,  18S4. 
respondent  Mr.  G.  Phillips ;  for  I  con- 
ceive that  in  the  present  state  of  our  —                             ■  — - 
physiolofifical  knowledire  upon  the  sub- 
ject-matter at  issue,  we  might  proceed  PHYSIOLOGY  of  the  PLACENTA. 

almost  without  end  with  suppositions  

and  negative  postulations,  yet  in  the 

absence  of  the  ^*  experimentum  cruci$*^  be  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 
still  very  far  from  even  the  threshold  of 
truth.    Mr.  Phillips,  however,  evidently  S'*> 

mistakes  the  gist  of  the  controversy,  for  It  is  unnecessary  tor  me  to  engage  with 

he  imputes  to  me  (by  implication)  ad-  a  third  person  m  any  controversial  dis- 

verse  propositions  which   I   never  em-  cussion  as  to  the  meaning  of  a  living 

ployed,  and  which,  indeed,  are  contrary  author,  who,  as  far  as  I  have  been  ab^ 

to  my  settled  belief.    Thus  he  says,  '*  I  to  ascertain,  has  no  physical  or  moral 

cannot  give  up  my  opinion  that  the  incompetency  to  explain  his  own  opi- 

Icetal  blood  undergoes  a  change  in  the  nions,  and  who  has  nitherto  evinced  no 

placental  vessels  in  consequence  of  its  peculiar  reluctance  to  appear  before  the 

near  approach  to  the  mother,"  assum-  public.      Without,  therefore,   meaning 

ing  that  I  had  previously  denied  the  any  personal  incivility  to  Mr.  Noble, 

fact,  and  forgetting  that  I  had  record-  who  has  addressed  to  me  some  observa- 

ed   my  persuasion  in  so  many  expli-  tions  in  the  last  number  of  the  Medical 

cit.  words,  that  **  the  blood  of  the  em-  Gazette,  I  may,  perhaps,  be  allowed  to 

bryo   undergoes    a    change    by  being  await  Dr.  Robert  Lee's  own  exposition 

acted  upon  by  the  maternal  fluid."  of  his  views,  to  the  elucidation  of  which 

If  Mr.  Phillips  will  take  the  trouble  his  professed  admirer  and  advocate  has 

to  revert  to  my  former  communication,  not   much    contributed,  howsoever  he 

he  will  also  find  that  it  was  not  on  ac-  may  have  succeeded  in  involving  him 

count  of  the  interposition  of  the  meirii-  "  in  a  little  perplexity."    At  present,  I 

hrana  decidua  that   I  doubted  of  the  am  not  aware  that  my  opinions  upon 

complete  arterialization  of  fcetal  blood ;  the  subject  of  the  oassage  of  maternal 

for  I  was  fully  aware  of  the  proof  given  blood  to  and  from  the  placenta  are  ma- 

by  Priestley,  that  the  surface  of  dead  terially  at  variance  with  tliose  ascribed 

blood  exposed  to  air  was  purified  even  to  Dr.  Lee,  in  the  notice  before  adverted 

through  the  medium  of  a  dead  mem-  toofVelpeau's^m^yo/otft^,  theauthen- 

brane.    My  scepticism,  as  I  then  stated,  ticity  or  which  Mr.  Noble  appears  to 

arose  from  the  relative  consideration  of  avow.   In  that  review  it  was  announced, 

the    immaterial   quantity  of  maternal  "  that  coagula  of  the  maternal  blood 

fluid  presented  to  the  vital  current  of  extended  m>m  some  of  the  openings  in 

ifae  foetus,  when  viewed  with  the  im-  the  lining  membrane  of  the  uterus  into 

mense  extent  of  surface  to  which  the  canals  formed  by  the  deciduous  mem- 

354.— XIV.  3  I 
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brane  on  the  margin  of  the  placenta,"  of  August,  and  found  to  be  incetsantly 

and  that  *'  these  vessels  or  channels  in  passing  rice-water    stools,    with   occa- 

the  decidua  could  be  traced  only  a  short  sional  Tomiting.     Her  pulse  was  dis- 

distance  along  the  margin  of  the  pla-  tinct,  but  feebfe;    the  surface  of  the 

centa  and  between  the  lobes."    Wnat-  body  cold,  and  her  countenance  sank 

ever  may  be  said  of  the  noyelty,  at  least  and    cadaverous,   with    intense    thirst, 

there  can  be  little  doubt  of  the  accuracy,  I  ordered  her  tJie  following  mixture, 

of  ^is  observation.    They  are  the  same  which  she  commenced  taking  at  three 

**  vessels  or  channels"  as  those  described  o'clock  p.m.  : — 
by  Dr.  Hunter,  in  a  passage  quoted  at 


RlttftLB^  Caryoph.  J^.;  Acid. 

" .   Pur.  3«8. ;  Tinct. 


Solpb. 
Dil.  3188.;  Saoch.'^ 
Opii,  gtt.  xxiv.    M.     To  take  two 
table  spoonsful  eveiy  hour. 

I  again  visited  her  at  eight  p.m.,  and 


large  in  my  last  communication,  and 
even  more  explicitly  bjr  a  justly-cele- 
brated German  anatomist,  who  says, 
"  On  remarque,  sur-tout,  k  la  circon- 
ference  du  gateau  placeutaire,  un  veine 

circulaire,    dans    laquelle    s'abouchent  found  she  had  passed  but  one  evacua- 

plusieurs  veines  de  la  membrane  ca-  tion  since  taking  the  medicine,  which 

duque*."    This  avowal,  that  maternal  consisted  entirely  of  coagulated   albu- 

blood  does  6nd  iu  way  between  the  men.     I  now  directed  the  medicine  to 

lobes  of  the  placenta,  is  not  altogether  be  given  every  two  hours  only.    Her 

consistent  with  the  statement,  "  that  the  skin    I   found  to  be  warmer,  and  her 

maternal  blood,  as  it  flows  in  the  uterine  thirst  less  intense, 
sinuses,  cannot  possibly  escape  either        30th,  10  o'clock  a.m.— She  has  slept 

into  the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  or  into  the  at  intervals  during  the  night,  and  has 

subsUnce  of  the  placenUf,"  and  ap-  passed    two    evacuations,    both    being 

pears  to  me  rather  an  alteration  of,  than  somewhat  fteculent,  mixed  with  coagu- 

an  addition  to,  Dr.  Robert  Lee's  former  lated  albumen ;  her  skin  somewhat  hot, 

sentiments;  but  it  is  evident  that  Mr.  and   her  pulse   112;   her  countenance 

Noble  would  employ  these  terms  in  a  much  improved ;  thirst  trifling. 


sense  very  diflerent  nrom  that  which  ap- 
pears to  be  their  ordinary  signification. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  HUOHSON. 

Sept.  8,  18S4. 


CHOLERA  —  TREATMENT  BY 
SULPHURIC  ACID. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Sir, 

It  occurred  to  me  that  sulphuric  acid, 
from  its  well-known  property  of  coagu- 
lating albumen,  migot  oe  usefully  em- 
ployed to  arrest  the  rice-water  evacua- 
tions of  malignant  cholera;  and  although 
I  have  hitherto  had  but  one  opportunity 
of  trying  it,  the  efiect  was  so  apparent 
and  well-marked,  that  I  am  unwilling 
to  delay  communicating  the  result  to 
theprofession. 

Toe  subject  of  the  case  was  a  girl 
eight  years  old,  whom  I  saw  on  the  29di 

•  Meckelf  par  Jourdau  et  Bretclict,  t.  ill.  p.  768, 
t  See  in  Fhll.  Tran*.  for  1682,  p.  00.    See  also 
Med.  Oa«,vol.  x.  p.  248. 


8  o'clock  P.M.— Continues  improving; 
has  passed  two  more  evacuations,  now 
decidedly  feeculent,  but  still  mixed  with 
coagulated  albumen;  has  made  water 
for  the  first  time,  and  says  she  feels 
quite  comfortable. 

To  contmue  the  medicine  at  loBger  in- 
tervals. 

31st,  10  oVlock  A.M.— Continues  go- 
ing on  well ;  countenance  natural ;  skin 
cool ;  and  pulse  below  100.  Feels  some 
relish  for  her  slops ;  has  had  no  evacua- 
tion, but  makes  water  freely.  In  the 
evening  I  found  she  had  passed  one 
good  fteculent  evacuation,  with  no  al- 
buminous flakes. 

Sept.  lst.-^2uite  convalescent;  able 
to  walk  about  the  room,  but  of  course 
weak. 

When  I  first  saw  this  patient  she  was 
evidently  sinking  fast  into  a  state  of 
collapse.  No  other  medicine  was  given 
than  the  mixture  with  acid:  and  the 
rest  of  the  treatment  consisted  in  keep- 
ing her  moderately  cool,  with  her  head 
low ;  and  her  diet  to  consist  of  sago, 
arrow. root,  or  gruel,  to  be  taken  only 
lukewarm.  The  complete  success  at- 
tending this  case  makes  me  most 
anxious  the  plan  should  be  fairly  tried 
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upon  a  more  extended  scale,  and  tben  a  lon^    rudiment  of  a  dorsal  fin,    of 

upon  its  own  merits  let  it  stand  or  fall.  a  delicate    nature,    runs    nearly    the 

I  remain,  sir,  whole  length  of  the  back.    Through  the 

Your  obedient  servant,  centre  of  the  body,  commencing  from 

£dward  Greenhow.  the  head,  a  long  wnite  line  passes  down 

mr   .V  oi.t-1^-  •-«♦  1  ififii  *l»c   whole  length  of  the  animal,  which 

North  ShleicU,  Sept.  l,  18S4.  .  .,  ^•i  jr  i.*i. 

I  consider  a  spmal  cord;  from   which 

P.S.  -  This  girl's  grandmother  died    lateral  branches  are  seen  to  be  given 

a  few  days  previous,  in  the  same  room,    off  from  each  side  throughout  its  whole 

of  malignant  cholera.  length.     This  curious  animal  seems  a 

link  between  the  fish  and  the  mullusca. 

. In  the  Appendix  to  Tuckey's  Narrative 

of  an  Expedition  to  the  Coast  of  Africa, 
EXTRACTS  is  the  following  remark,  which  I  consi- 

FRou  ▲  der  alludes  to  a  molluscous  animal  simi- 

lar to  this :— 
JOURNAL  OF  NATURAL  HISTORY;        «  Xwo  species  of  a  genus  (which  ap- 

Kept  during  a  Vovagefiom  England  to  New  pears  to  be  new)  allied  to  leptocephidus, 
South  WaUs,  and  on  the  return  to  England,  were  taken  off  the  Afncaii  coast,  fheir 
by  way  rf  BataviOf  Pedir  Coast,  Singa-  head  is  smaller  and  more  pointed  than 
porcf  S^e.  that  of  leptocephalus ;  their  bodies  are 

even  more  compressed,  but  are  marked 
By  George  Bennett,  Esq.  jq  ^jjg  game  manner,  by  transverse,  zig- 

r6oDtlnuedfromp.78i.]  zag  lines,  and  their  teeth  arc  simil^. 

Rudiments  only  of  the  dorsal  and  anal 

fins  exist  towards  the  extremities  of  their 

On    the    90th    of    May,    in    latitude  bodies,  and  no  pectoral  fins  can  be  dis- 

10  deg.  47  min.  N. ;  longitude  23  deg.  covered.''  p.  409. 

38  min.  W. ;  several  albicores  (scomber  Latitude  7  drg.  11  min.  N. ;  longitude 

tfaynnus)  were  about  the  ship,  and  seen  23  deg.   30  min.  W.     I  also  captured 

in    ardent  pursuit    of  the    flying-fish,  several  phyllosoma  commune:  most,  or 

which  rose  from  the  deep  before  them  in  nearly  all,  the  specimens  have  tlie  third 

great  numbers.  joint  broken  off  near  the  flagrum  :  as 

May  31st,   in  the    evening   (which  this  has  been  remarked  also  by  Leach, 

seems,  from  experience,  to  be  the  best  as  occurring  in  the  specimens  collected 

time  to  use  the  towing-net),  the  towing-  during  Captain  Tuckey 's  voyage,  it  is 

net  was  found  filled  w'ith  various  mol-  not  improbable  that  their  extreme  deli- 

luscas  and  crustaceous  animals.    The  cacy  renders  them  very  liable  to  be  lost 

bottom  of  the  net  shone  with  a  brilliant  from  injury  received  m  the  net.    The 

greenish  phosphoric  light,  which   was  shields  of  the   tail  are   represented  as 

increased  when  disturbed.     This  bril-  Bve   in  the  drawing  in  the  Appendix 

liancy  was  found  to  proceed  from  nume-  to  Tuckey 's  Voyage,  whereas,  in  these 

rous  pyrosoma  atlanticum.    There  were  specimens,  no  more  tlian  four  could  be 

also  numerous  salpsp,  porpits,  several  made.     There  were  also  several  porpita, 

specimens    of    phyllosoma    commune,  of  a  purplish  colour, 

amerdis  vulgaris  (i^),  and  several  small  Jun  2d.— Latitude  6  deg.  11  min.  N. ; 

fish.    Latitude  8  de^.  30  miu.  N. ;  Ion-  longitude  23  deg.  40 min.  W.  Captured, 

gitude  23  deg.  30  mm.  W.  in  the  evening,  some  of  the  genus  smer- 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  dis,  and  a  small  species  of  medusa,  the 

June,  the  net  captured,  besides  smerdis,  latter  of  a  pinkish  colour,  and  emitted  a 

salpte,  and  {^j^llosomee,  two  specimens  vcrystrongphosphoric  light,  particularly 

of  a  curious  animal,  varying  in  length,  when  toucoed  or  moved;   even  when 

from  4  inches  to  7^  in  lengui,  and  t  of  there  was  no   pl^osphoresccnt  appear- 

an  indi  in  breadth.     It  seems  allied  to  ance  from  it,  moving  the  animal  was 

leptocephalus  of   Shaw ;    has  a    bonv  certain  to  produce  it,  and  the  phospho- 

moutb,  with  teeth ;  eyes  large,  mouth  rus  would  readily  come  off  from  the 

pointed,  and  resembling  in  appearance  animal  upon   the    fingers  ;    and   rub- 

the  head  of  a    fish ;    the  body    ^ela-  bing  a  portion   of  the  animal   on  the 

tinous,    transparent,     long,     termiuat-  hand  would  cover  it  with  a  jihosphoric 

ing  in  a  kind  of  rudiment  of  a  tail;  light,  as  if  it  had  been  rubbed  with  a 
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piece  of  pbospfaorus.    A  veiy  small  spe*  which  hare  no  need  of  such  support  in 

cies  of  diodon  was  also  captured  in  the  another  element,  the  assertion'  is  incor- 

net  this  evening :  it  was  about  half  an  rect.    The  air  sac  extends  in  this  fish 

inch   in  length,  and  of  a  light  bluish  from  the  pharyngeal  bones  to  the  extre- 

colour,  with  olack  spots.  mitjr  of  the  body ;  and  on  laying  it  open, 

June'  8th. — Latitude  2  deg.  57  min.  I  have  observed  the  large  dorsal  blood- 

S. ;    longitude  27  deg.  51  min.  W.     A  vessels  are  very  distinctly  seen  through 

solitary  white  tropic  bird  was  seen  this  the  pellucid  membrane.      The  largest 

morning.     I  have  never  seen  these  birds  portion  of  the  air  sac  is  nearest  to  the 

fly  with  rapidity ;  they  soar  high,  with  nead,  and   diminishes  gradually  as  it 

a  slow,  steady,  or  jerking  flight,  de-  passes  towards  the  tail.     It  is  considered 

scending  and  ascending  slowly  in  the  that  a  particular  purpose  is  answered  by 

air,  uttering  at  the  same  time  their  pe-  the  larger  dimensions  of  the  air  bladder 

culiar  shrillnotes.     It  procures  fish,  ice,  near  the  head,  as  "  the  compensation  of 

in  the  same  manner  as  the  gull — that  is,  the  great  gravity  of  the  animal  at  this 

by  seizing  it  only  on  the  surface  of  the  part  in   consequence  of  its    breadth,'* 

water.  Their  flight  is  slow  and  graceful,  which  is  required  for  the  support  of  the 

We  passed  several  physalia  during  animal*s  body  in  the  air  in  a  favourable 

the  day :  the  waves  would  frequently  position  for  flight.    The  situation  of  the 

"capsize  them,"  but  they  readily  re-  pectoral  fins  before  the  centre  of  gravity 

sumed  their  former  position,  and  sailed  in  this,  as  in  other  flying  fish,  also  tenJs 

(glowing  in  crimson  tints)  as  proudly  to  elevate  the  head,  as  remarked  by  La- 

and  beautiful  as  before.  c^p^de*." 

^  The  '^  poor  persccute4J'  flying-fish  is  ^  X>acep^de  considers  the  dorsal  fin  be- 
an object  of  curiosity  among  the  lady  ing  placed  opposite  to  the  anal  as  an 
and  gentlemen  passengers  who  for  the  essential  character  of  the  genus  Exoce- 
first  time  venture  on  the  bosom  of  the  tus.  They  were  so  situated  in  the  spe- 
deep,  on  a  voyage  to  tropical  countries ;  cimens  I  examined  of  £.  evolans,  as 
many  of  the  former,  in  particular,  re-  well  as  in  the  specimen  recently  cap. 
gardthem  as  half  bird,  half  fish ;  and  tured  with  dark  wings;  but  Dr.  Abel 
that  the  "  oft  talked-about''  flying-fish  mentions,  that  in  one  he  had  an  oppor- 
has  "  the  head  and  body  of  a  fish,  with  tunity  of  examining,  there  was  a  dif- 
the  accompanying  scales,  wings,  and  ference  in  the  situations.  *'  Is  it,"  be 
tails,  studded  with  beautiful  feathers,  says,  *'  a  universal  character,  or  is  the 
and  a  few  fins."  One  of  the  fish  having  situation  of  the  dorsal  fin  in  my  spe- 
fallen  on  the  deck,  was  taken  to  a  lady  cimen  a  mere  exception  to  a  general 
who  had  previously  expressed  a  strong  law  ?" 

desire  to  see  one ;  but  this  kindness  and  But  little  attention  has  been,  until 

attention,  although  received  with  polite-  latterly,    given    to    the    specific    dif. 

ness,  was  not  with  the  delight  expected ;  ferences  of  this  genus.    At  daylight  of 

for  the  remark  made  was,  "  Is  that  a  the  11th  of  June,  1832,  in  latitude  10 

flying  fish  ?    why,  it  is  like  any  other  deg.  12  min.  south,  longitude  30  deg. 

fish,  only  its  fore  fins  are  a  little  longer;  19  min.  west,  blowing  a  fresh  topsail 

why,  it  has  no  feathers,  or  pretty  vanety  breeze,  one  of  these  fish  came  on  board 

of  colours!"  from  the  windward,  at  a  height  fix>m 

The  pectoral  fins  of  the  flying  fish,  the  surface  of  the  water  of  twelve  or 

when  expanded  and  dried,  have  an  ele-  thirteen  feet,  and  fell  into  the  lee  scup- 

ffant  appearance,  and  mounted  on  card  pers.     It  appears  to  difler  in  several 

board    are  very  ornamental.      I  have  characters  m>m  those  described, 

often  preseiTcd  them  in  this  manner,  by  It  measures  in  length  ten  and  a  half 

keeping  the  fins  extended  in  the  natural  inches ;  breadth  between  the  eyes  one. 

manner  by  pins  until  dry ;  but  it  is  very  fifth  of  an  inch ;  pectoral  fin  Eve  and  a 

difficult  to  preserve  the  edges  entirely  half  inches  in   length,  expansion  two 

perfect,  from  their  extreme  delicacy.  and  a  half  inches ;  ventral  fin  two  and 

In  all  the  specimens  of  flying  fish  I  one-eighth  inches,  expansion  one  inch 

have  examined,  the  air-bladder  was  al-  and  a  half    This  diflfersfrom  others  I 

ways  found  inflated ;  this  bladder  has  have  seen  in  the  less  divergence  and  co- 

:been  considered  as  aiding  in  the  support    — ^ 

•of  the  animal  in  the  air ;  but  as  it  is  not  *x,w-i-o.          .              ^^         ^  a 

i«  ^,^^^^:^^  I     —      .^i.        •        *i.      £  L  "•  N.  det  PoiMons,  torn.  v.  p.  406}  quoted 

m  proportion  larger  than  lu  other  fish  in  Aber»  China,  4to.  p.  6. 
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lour  of  the  pectoral  fins,  and  the  greater  mometer,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertainincr 

length  of  tne  yentral.    The  pectoral  fin  the  lowest  temperature  where  these  fish 

consists  of  eighteen  rays,  the  three  un-  are  found  to  exist),  a  fijing  fish  was 

dermost  of  which  are  very  short,  and  found  in  the  lee  quarter  boat,  and  fTY>m 

distinguished  with  difficulty ;  the  third  the  situation  in  which  it  was  found, 

ray  is  the  loncrest.    The  pectoral  fins  on  must  have  flown  a  height  of  full  tweWe 

the  upper  surface  are  of  a  punilish  co-  feet  above  the  surface  of  the  water,  and 

lour,  gradually  diminishing  in  intensity  adverse  to  the  wind ;  it  was  found  in 

as  they  advance  towards  the  extremities  the  boat  early  in  the  morning,  and  most 

of  the  fins,  which  are  of  a  bluish  white  probably   came  on    board   during  the 

colour.    From  the  sixth  ray  the  centre  night    The  fish  was  found  at  the  bot- 

is  white^  which  is  continued  to  the  last  tom  of  the  boat,  and  as  the  boat  had  a 

ray,  and  has  the  appearance  of  a  large  covering  over  it,  open  only  with  a  yery 

irregular  whitish  spot  upon  the  fins,  small  space  at  each   end,  the  animal 

The  Ttry  small  terminating  rays  are  co-  must  have  either  flown  in  this  opening 

lourless.    The  under  surface  of  the  pec-  when  it  came  on  board,  or  else  have,  in 

toral  fins  is  of  a  bluish  white,  inter-  its  struggles,  contrived  to  fall  through 

mixed  with  dark  shades ;  base  of  the  aflerwaros.  ^ 

rays  silvery.    The  pectoral  fins  of  this  The  specimen  was  of  the  following 

species,  when  expanded,  have  not  the  dimensions :— 

convexity  of  form  seen  in  the  E.  evo-  Inches, 

lans ;  the  pectoral  fins  of  this  species  Length  from  the  head  to  the  extre- 

opening  in  a  straight  direction.     The        mity  of  the  tail  .... 11^ 

ventral  fins  are    situated    five    inches  ^^*J^'  breadth  of  the  body  of  the 

lower  down,  about  an  inch  distant  from    ,       ^C ' i Iv / '  *  I V is 

the  anus,    the  rays  are  of  a  bluish  co-    eStlx^^JSTS^^^^^     l\ 

lour.    The  membranous  nart  of  the  fin  j^^^  „f  thTventral  fin'. ..'.'. ! ! '. \\    2| 

perfectly    colourless    and    transparent.    Greatest  expansion  of  do.  do ll 

Xbe  tail  of  a  bluish  colour,  with  the 

rays  purple.     The  upper  part  of  the  The  pectoral  fins  had  each  sixteen  di- 

head  and  back  deep  purple,  oiminishing  verging  rays,  ventral    six,  doreal  fif- 

on  the  side  in  the  deepness  of  colour;  teen,  and  anal  ten  rays.     It  differed  in 

of  a  faint  pinkish  tint»  mixed  with  sil-  many  of  its  characters  from   any  de- 

ver,  over  the  abdomen.    Branchial  rays,  scribed  species.     The  back  was  of  a 

10;.  yentral,  6;  dorsal,  11;    anal,  11.  deep  purple;  sides   and  abdomen   sil- 

pistance  between  the  pectoral  fins,  one  verv.    The  pectoral  fins  were  above  of 

iuch  and   two-eighths.     Irides  bluish;  a  dark  bluish  black,  with  an  oblique, 

branchial  operculums  silvery.  narrow,  nearly  transparent  ray,  extend- 

My  specimen    accords  the  nearest,  ing  across  them.    The  under  surface  of 

from  the  position  of  the  fins,  to  £.  exi-  these  fins  was  also   of  a  dark  bluish 

liens,  or  £.  mesogaster.     Like  the  latter  black  colour,  but  probably  not  more  than 

species  the  fins  are  also  bluish ;  but  it  a  shade  lighter  to  the  upper  surface, 

cioes  not  accord  with  it  in  general  co-  The  rays  above  were  of  a  similar  colour 

lours,  and  the  ventral  fins  are  longer,  to  the  intervening  membrane,  but  below 

The  rays  of  the  pectoral  fins,  when  ex-  they  were  lighter,  and  more  inclinable 

Eandea,  do  not  describe  a  curve,  as  I  to  blue.    The  ventral  fins  were  situated 

ave  remarked  in  others,  but  open  in  a  posterior  to  the  middle  of  the  abdomen, 

direct  line.    No  scales  upou  the  head  in  and  were  perfectly  transparent,  with  an 

this  specimen.     I  have  found  the  sto-  irregular  and  large  deep  olack  spot  upon 

mach  of  all  the  specimens  of  flying  fish  them,  and  when  the  fins  were  expanded 

examined  always  empty.  had  an  elegant  appearance,  contrasted 

The  flesh  of  this  fish,  when  cooked,  is  by  the  beautiful  transparent  membrane 

very  delicate  and  well  tasted.  around  it.    The  dorsal  fin  was  also  si- 

On  the  27th  of  January,  1834,  when  milarly  transparent,  with  a  large  irre- 

on  a  passag^e  from  Singapore  to  £ng-  gular  black  spot  upon  it.     Tbe  anal 

land,  in  latitude  28  deg.  o6  min.  south,  fin  was  perfectly  transparent;  the  tail 

and  longitude  39  deg.  56  min.  east,  and  dark    blue,    edged   witn    light    black, 

the  range  of  the  thermometer  being  The    black    patch    on    the    dorsal  fin 

from  75  to  80  degrees  (it  may  be  in-  was  nearly  half  its  length  at  the  pos« 

terestiug  to  give  the  range  of  the  ther-  terior  part. 
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The  stomach  contained  much  dis^ested  act  of  parliament ;    and  the  partiality 

matter,  but  the  nature  of  the  food  I  ghewn   to    English    graduates    is    ex. 

rSat  Tntcrui„S\rr.::."'i  ?;-«>  j7>r  -  the  g«.und  of  *« 

preserved    the  pectoral,   yentral,    and  claim  which    their    residence    at    one 

dorsal  fins,  in  a  dried  and  expanded  or  other  of  the  *'  great  seats  of  leam- 

state.  ing"  gires  them  on  the  score  of  thus 

June  12th,  latitude  12  deg.  36  min.  !,„  -^^    ♦i,^*      «,«^^»    «•*«,»:«♦-.    j..i.* 

south,  longitude  32  deg.  11  min.  west  ^"""^"f    ^""'^    "'^'^*'    propriety    duly 

Several  sepia  of  small  size  were  seen  ^^^'     To  such  an  extent,  however, 

leaping  from  the  water  near  the  ship ;  has  this  partiality  been  carried,    that 

they  came  only  a  distance  of  a  foot  it  has  amounted  to   an  almost    abso- 

above  the  surface  of  Uie  water,  and  the  ^^^  exclusion  of  all  otheis:    the  ap. 

motion  was  rapid.    Physalia  still  seen.  ,  .     ,     y. «       , .                 ,         . 

The  towing  net  was  overboard  about  proach  to  the  feUowship,  except  through 

half-past  ten  p.m.,  and,  when  drawn  the  special  favour  of  the  President,  has 

in,  contained  only  a  crustaceous  ani-  long  been  known  to  he  virtually  inter- 

mal,  a  species  of  squilla,  which  moved  ^^^^   ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^me  not    by   the 

with  a  slow  steady  motion  around  the  ^           ,        ^        nr    /•  ^   o*     -n 

glass  in  which  I  placed  it  immediately  ^^^oured  route.      We  find  Sir  Henry 

on  taking  it  out  of  the  net,  and   at  Halford  giving  his  testimony  on  this 

other  times  would  dart  with  velocity  subject  as  follows:— 

about  the  glass.  „  ^^  ^^^  College  any  reason  to  doubt 

CTo  be  continued.]  the  legality  of  confining  the  choice  of 

the  electors  to  the  ^fraduates  of  the  two 
^  English   Universities,  there   being  no 
mention  of  any  such  restriction  in  the 
MEDICAL  GAZETTE.  charter,  and  the  act  of  Parliament  con- 
firmatory of  it  ? — I  apprehend  the  Col- 
Saturday^  September  13, 1834.  lege  is  convinced  that  it  does  not  neces- 
sarily  confine  itself  to  the  members  of 

••  Lirtt  omnibus  licet  etiain  mihi.  dignUatem  the  tniversities  of  Oxforf  orCambridge: 

Artia  Medina  Inert;  potestas  modo  veniendi  iii  there  IS  a  Certain  preference  of  those 

publicum  kU,  dicendi  pericaiam  non  recuso."  members  in  the  mind  of  the  fellows  of 

CicKRo.  the  College,  for  they  are  people  who 

have  undergone  a  moral  ana  intellectual 

THE  ENGLISH  UNIVERSITIES  tHal  in  the  universities  from  whence 

AND  THB  ^^7  came,  to  which  they  are  not  sub- 

rniTFr-F  of  PRVSTrTAV«i  J®^'  **  *^®  foreign  universities.    They 

COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS,  ^^  domiciliated  at  Oxford  and  Cam. 

PARLIAMENTARY  EVIDENCE.  bridge,butnot  at  Edinburgh  or  Aberdeen, 

_,            .          ,.  .    J   .       .          'J  or  «^ny  other  universities  from  whence 

Few    points    elicited  in   the  evidence  they  may  come ;  and  the  reason,  I  appre- 

given  before  the  Medical  Parliamentary  bend,  for  the  probation  of  ten  years  is, 

Committee  are  possessed  of  more  interest,  that  those  people  who  have  not  been 

both  in  an  hktorical  and  medico-politi-  *^"«  domicned  may  have  an  opportu- 

,       .        -    .         .       ^u    •  r    ^-  o*ty  of  fiTiv^ngr  *  proof  of  their  moral 

cal  point  of  view,  than  the  information  qualifications  as  well  as  their  intellectual 

obtained  relative  to  the  connexion  be-  ones.    That  is  the  reason  of  the  prefe- 

tween  the  College  and  the  Universities  «nce  of  the  members  of  the  English 

of  Cambridge  and  Oxford.    It  is  now  universities,  in  the  mind  of  the  fellows, 

.  L         J   1-      X    .1-  X  .!-•               •  for  the  election  of  licentiates  from  their 

put  bej'ond  dispute,  that  this  connexion  y^^^y  »    Airain— 

has  been  one  from  the  commencement  ««  fs  it  the  principle  of  the  College  to 

rather  of  expediency  or  convenience  than  admit  into  the  College  as  many  as  j)os- 

of  any  real  necessity.     The  charter  of  «ihleof  the  faculty  practising  in  Lon- 

.1     ^  „                  .,                 1    •       ^  don,  who  are  qualified  by  their  moral 

the  College  piescnbes  no  exclusive  pn-  eba;acter,  scientific,  literafy,  and  mcdi- 

vilegcs  for  the  members  of  cither  Uni-  -^al  acquirements ;  or  is  it  their  object  to 

vei-bity ;  neither  does  the  confirmatory  restrict  the  admissions  as  much  as  pos. 
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sible  to  graduates  of  Oxford  aud  Cam-  with  the  for<;igu  schools  of  medicine, 

bridge  ?     I  am  sure  it  is  not  their  oh-  and   with   the  comparative  merits  and 

iect  to  restrict  it  to  Oxford  and  Cam-  eomparative  rank  of  continental  and  na- 

bndge;  but  generally  they  haveaprtf*  ,     ^          .  .                             ,. 

judict  in  favour  of  those  people,  who  ^'J®    practitioners,    we  must  listen  to 

they  know  must  have  been  well  edu*  him  with  considerable  deference  while 

cated  previously    to    commencing   the  giving  his  opinions  on  these  subjecte ;  a 

study  of  physic.^'  certain  allowance,  however,  must  obvi- 

But  this  "preference"  and  this  "pre-  <^"*^J^    ^  '^*^^    ^^^  associations  with 

judice,"  as  Sir  Heniy  gently  denomi-  w^^^h  it  is  natural  to  presume  that  the 

nates  them,  have  been  sanctioned  by  witness's  mind  is  not  a  litUe  imbued. 

certain  by-laws ;   respecting  these  the  "  It  has  been  said  that  the  doctors 

learned  president  gives  us  the  following  and  first  presidents  of  the  College  were 

explanation :—  closely  connected  with  the  two  English 

*  Universities  ? — I  believe  the  founder  of 

"  Have  you  ever  had  occasion  to  look  the  College,  Linacre,  founded  medical 

into  the  origin  of  the  by-laws  of  the  lectures  at  Oxfurd,  and  was  himself  a 

College    which  restrict  the  admission  professor  there. 

into  the  College  almost  exclusively  to  **  Is  it  not  reasonable,  therefore,  to 
the  graduates  of  English  universities  ? —  consider  the  object  of  those  distinguish- 
Yes,  I  am  aci^uainted,  I  think,  with  tb«  cd  persons  to  have  been,  not  merely  to 
general  principles  upon  which  the  Col-  create  a  medical  institution,  but  the  ad- 
lege  is  governed  under  that  head."  vancement  of  medical   science  in   this 

"  Out  of  what  circumstances  do  vou  country,  and  its  establisment  on  a  firm 

think  the  practice  referred  to,  which  is  basis  of  literature  and  philosophy  ?— 

not  according  to  the  original  by-laws  of  I  think  so. 

the  College,  arose  ?— From  the  original  "  With   regard  to  the  efiect  of  this 

connexion  between  the  Universities  and  connexion  of  the  College  with  the  Uni- 

the  College.    The  first  founder  of  the  versities,  has  it  not,  in  your  opinion, 

College,  Xinacre,    established  lectures  been  to  contribute  very  much  to  the  re- 

at  Oxford.     The  successor  of  Linacre  spectability  of  the  profession,  and  to 

founded  a  college  at  Cambridge,  Caius  raise  it  to  a  degree  of  consideration 

College ;  and  there  has  been  a  natural  here,  such  as  it  nas  never  attained  in 

connexion  between  the  University  and  any  other  part  of  Europe  ? — J  have  no 

the  College  of  Physicians  ever  since."  doubt  of  that. 

"  Has  tne College  any  reason  to  doubt,  **  It  has  been  said,  that  for  some  years 

at  present,  whether  Uie  by-law  restrict*  after  the  first  institution  of  the  College, 

ing  the  admissions,  except  under  certain  graduates  of  foreign  universities  were 

circumstances,  to  the  graduates  of  Ox-  freely    admitted  to  the  fellowship?  — 

ford  and  Cambridge,  is  a  lawful  restric-  The  foreign  universities,  at  that  period, 

tion  or  not .?— I  take  it  to  be  an  election,  were  the  most  celebrated  schools  of  me- 

and  quite  at  the  option  of  the  College,  dicine— Padua,  for  instance. 

If  a  person  is  once  licensed,  they  may  "  The  state  of  medical  science,  at  that 

lake  that  person  into  a  fellowship  when-  period,   was    much    further    advanced 

ever  they  please,  after  ten  years.    That  abroad  than  in  England  ? — It  was. 

is  the  rule ;  he  is  eligible  into  a  fellow-  "  That  will  account  for  the  admission 

ship  after  ten  years.'^  of  foreign  graduates  at  that  time  ? — 

The  case  is  so. 

Wc  shall  now  extractfrom  the  evidence  "  The  case  is  very  much  altered  now  ? 

of  Dr.  Macmichael  some  particulars  re*  T"!  fhould  say,  there  is  no  better  school 

lating  to  the  eaHy  connexion  of  the  Col-  ^',:?'rSt  Jjf  j'^Pl^^^      '^'  ™'^*"'" 

I       ^  «•     .  .            *  ,            ,T  .  polls,  for  instance,  in  this  country  now. 

lege  of  Physicians  and  the  two  Univer-  «  xhe  foreign  schools  have  no  advan- 

sitiea.      This    gentleman  is  known  to  tagc,  in  point  of  medical  science,  over 

have  devoted  much  of  bis  attention  to  ^^^^  '^^  i°>s  country  ?— No ;  not  at  pre- 

U.C  huto^r  of  the  College   and  of  the  •'?*R.th,,  ^h,   reve«cr-Ye,.  raOier 

aisttnguisoed  persons  who  have  belong-  ^y^^  reverse. 

ed  to  it :   from  his  acquaintance,  also,  "  Looking  til  the  history  of  physic  in 
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England,  do^s  it  appear  tbat  the  oriei-  That  would  bevenr  inyidious  to  answer: 
nal  connexion  of  toe  College  with  tne  thej  'are  admittea  into  the  highest  so- 
two  UniFersities  has  been  constantl^r  eietj  in  this  country,  and  are  not  ad- 
maintained  ? — It  would  appear  that  most  mitted  into  the  highest  society  abroad, 
of  the  distinguished  fellows  of  the  Col.  **  You  have  stated  that  the  English 
lege,  and  physicians,  have  been  con-  physicians  mix  in. the  highest  class  of 
nected  very  closely  with  the  English  society  in  this  country ;  have  you  rea- 
Universities ;  I  could  enumerate  them.  son  to  believe  that,  with  some  rare  and 

^'  Since  when  ?— Since  the  foundation  splendid  exceptions,  that  is  not  the  case 

of  the  College  itself,  300  years  ago;  but  with  respect  to  the  profession  in  other 

I  will  enumerate  some :  Uarvey,  for  In-  countries  ?— That  is  the  case, 

stance,  was  warden  of  Merton  College,  **  Generally    speaking,  the  English 

for  some  period ;  Freind  was  theprotes-  physician  is  comparatively  higher  than 

sor  of  chemistry,  at  Oxford  ;  CRisson,  the  continental  P— Certainly, 

called  the  greatest  anatomist  of  his  age,  "  To  what  cause,  operating  on  a  lanpe 

was  forty  years  regius  professor  of  pby-  mass,  would  you  attribute  such  a  resuU? 

sic,  in  Cambridge ;  Dr.  Hebcrden  was  — In  the  first  place,  the  circumstance  of 

a  professor  of  materia  medica,  in  Cam-  many  physicians  in  this  country  being 

bndge.      These    are    instances    I    re-  educated   at  the  English  Universities, 

meniber."  There  they  have  the  same  education  as 

those  who  fill  the  highest  stations  in 

In  addition  to  these.  Dr.  Macmichael  life :  they  are  brought  up  with  those 

mentions  afterwards,    among    some  of  persons,  and  afterwards  become  physi- 

the  most  di.ti„gui.hed    phy«da„s  in  ^^^  .iSd.S^r  Twii  P! 

this  country  who  have  been  feUows  of  ^^j^^ .  ^^^^  ^jj  physicians  partake  of 

the  College-- Mead,  Sir  George  Baker,  the  dignity  which  their  education  and 

Warren,  Heberden,  Baillie,  WoUaston,  theirgood  conduct  give. 

and  Young.    We  now  come  to  Dr.  M.'s  "J«>"  y«"f  observation  with  respect 

-  ^,                   ,.        ^     J.         ^  to  the  personal  conduct  of  physicmns  m 

views  of  the  comparative  standing  of  ^^^^^^  Countries,    and    from  what  you 

medical  practitionersatbome  and  abroad,  know  by  reading'  also,  do  you  believe 


in  omer  counmes;  auu  u.  lue  «.«.r=  ^    j,     ■•  ^     ^    j^jan  „„k,  highest  in 

rank  and  influence  which  the  profession  ^„„,  elaracter  and  in  aU  endowments; 
holds  lu  other  countries,  compared  with         ,  ^j,  ^^^.      ^^  ,  ,^         ^^^ 

our  own  ?-I  have  been  abroad  a  great  n,„„'\iberal  education, 
deal,  some  time  ago. 

"  State   to  the  Committee,  so  far  as        in  reply  to  another  question,  of  much 

your  observation   has  enabled    you  to  ^^  ^^^  ^^    ^  jy^   Macmichael  says 

form  an  opinion,  whether,  in  any  coun-  _        ,  .  j         ..  i 

try  in  Europe,  the  profession  of  physic  *^»^    ^«    considers    the  general   prac- 

holds  so  high  a  rank  as  it  holds  m  this  titioner  of  this  country   as  holding  a 

country,  compared   with  other  classes  rank   in  society  fully  equal  to  that  of 

and  other  professions  ?-A  physician  in  ^^  physician  abroad, 
this  country  holds  a  much  higher  rank         Jl  -^      . ,  , .  , 

than  in  any  country  in  Europe  I  have         The  evidence   which  we  now  pro- 

visited.  <^ced   to  extract  —  namely,  that  of  Dr. 

"  Does  this  observation  apply  to  every  Warren— will,  we  have  no  doubt,   be 

class  of  the  profession— physicians,  sur-  ^^j  ^-^^  ^^^ji,  interest    Its  strong  con- 

fhTnk  it  dlfes.^  pracUtioners?-I  ^^^^^  tendency,  indeed,  will  be  im- 

"  What  is  your  underetanding  of  the  mediately  manifest ;   and   the  anxious 

terms  you  have  just  made  nsd  of,  that  desire  which  is  uppermost  in  the  Doc- 

physicians  have  a  higher  rank  in  so-  tor»s  mind,  to  preserve  as  much  as  pos- 

cietv:  do  you  mean  that  they  are  men,  ..,1    ^/.  «  •_#•  ^  ^„«*^«a.  <«««  i»./.o»o  «k« 

generally  spe^J^iug  of  them  ^as  a  class!  ^f""  ""^  existing  systems,  can  escape  the 

of  greater  ability  in  their  profession  than  observation  of  few.     Yet  even  he  ad- 

tbe  similar  class  on   the  continent  ?— *  mits  that  **  some  abatement  of  the  pri- 
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vile^^es"  possessed  bj  the  graduates  of  a  degree,  and  of  a  complete  professional 

the     English    Universities    might    be  education  afterwards,  considerable  time 

.ade  witb  advantage  His  opinions  T^^Z.  «T„d=n't  stSdt 
on  the  "  One-Faculty  question,  which  jjeld  out  to  the  medical  student  to  em- 
will  be  found  in  the  course  of  the  fol-  ploy  the  time,  and  to  incur  the  expense 
lowing  extract,  we  need  scarcely  say,  lor  such  purposes?— Unquestionably : 
recommend  themselves  strongly  to  us;  ""less  «>me  encouragement  be  given  to 
,  ,  -  ,  „  .  I  ,  such  degrees  by  a  superior  advantage, 
because  they  so  closely  UUy  with  those  gu^h  education  will  not  be  pursued,  on 
principles  which  have  been  all  along  account  of  its  expense,  and  the  length 

advocated  in  the  pages  of  this  journal,  of  time  required. 

''  Are  you  not  of  opinion  that  such  an 

"  You  arc  aware  of  the  early  con-  inducement  is  actually  held  out  in  the 

nexion   of  the   College  of  Physicians  ordinary  conditions  under  which  a  fel- 

with  the  two  Universities,    and    how  lowship  in  the  College  is  granted? — 

closely  it  ha&  been  maintained  ?— I  am.  I  am. 

"  Vi^hat  do  vou  consider  to  have  been  **  Do  you  think  that  a  better  scheme 

the  effect  of  tnat  connexion  on  the  ere-  could  be  devised  for  admission  to  the 

dit  and  respectability  of  the  medical  fellowship,  than  that  these  conditions, 

profession?— My  own  opinion  is,  that  that  (that  is  to  say,  that  of  a  degree  of  an 

connexion  has  maintained  the  medical  English  University,  and  the  undergoing 

profession  in  a  higher  state  in  this  conn-  a  strict  medical  examination),  should  be 

try  than  it  has  attained  in  any  others.  Inquired  of  the  ordinary  ^candidate  ?— 

"  Do  you  consider  that  any  changes  I  consider  the  present  plan  as  a  very 

have  taken  place  lately,  either  in  the  adequate  plan  for  the  security  of  the 

condition  of  society,  or  with  regard  to  College,  and  the  encouragement  of  these 

the  means  of  education,  which  render  it  medical  degrees.    If  1  am  asked  whether 

unnecessaij  that  that  connexion  should  it  may  be  abated  in  some  degree  with 

be  longer  maintained  ? — That  is  a  ques-  security,  I  have  answered  that  question 

tion  upon  which  it  is  not  very  easy  to  give  before  by  saying,  that  some  abatement 

an  opinion ;  but  if  I  am  asked  my  pri-  of  the  privilege  might  be  allowed, 

vate  opinion,  I  should  sa^  the  main-  **  Wliat  do  you  mean  by  the  privi- 

tenance  of  that  connexion  is  necessary  \ef^  of  which  you  have  spoken  ? — The 

and  useful,  but  that  some  abatement  of  privileges  are  tnese :  that  a  person  who 

the  privileges  might  be  allowed  with  has  a  degrree  at  one  of  the  English  Uni- 

aecurity.  versities,  on  passing  bis  examination, 

"  Do  you  think  that  a  better  general  receives  his  licence,  and  is  placed  iinme- 

security  could  be  devised  for  the  man-  diately  in  the  order  of  candidates  for  the 

ners,  and  morals,  and  general  educa-  fellowship. 

tion,  it  becomes  a  physician  to  possess,  "  What  is  the  abatement  of  that  pri- 

than  is  afforded  by  a  degree  at  Oxford  vilege  which  you  would  recommend?— 

or  Cambridge? — 1  hardly  think  I  am  It  appears  to  me   that    the   privilege 

capable  of  answering  so  large  a  question,  might  be  abated  thus  far,  that  the  order 

^*  You  consider  that  some  security  of  candidates  might  be  abolished,  and 

is  desirable,  before  the  candidate  is  aci-  the  Oxford  and   Cambridge  jpuduates 

mitted  to  the  fellowship  of  the  College,  admitted  into  the  order  of  licentiates, 

with  regard  to  those  points  of  mannere  be  eligible  for  a  fellowship  earlier  than 

and  morals,  and  general  education  ? —  other  graduates. 

Unquestionably,  ror  the  advantage  of  "  What,  in  your  opinion,  would  be 

the  profession  and  the  public  in  general,  the  effect  of  reducing  the  three  classes 

'*  Do  yon  consider  that  the  existing  of  the  profession,  medicine,   surgeir, 

connexion  has  constituted  the  principal  and  pharmacy,  to  one  faculty  ? — My 

cause  of  the  elevation  of  the  medical  opinion  is,  that  it  would  be  the  downfal 

profession  in  England,  compared  witli  of  all  three ;  that  it  would  reduce  those, 

its  position  in  other  countries  ? — That  is  which  are  professions  now,  to  a  mere 

my  opinion.  trade,  and  would  be  very  fatal  to  the 

*'  Do  you  consider  that  as  the  cause  ?  character  of  the  whole  medical  profes- 

—I  do  not  say  the  sole  cause,  but  one  of  sion,  and  very  injurious  to  the  public, 

the  great  causes.  As  to  setting  up  one  standard  of  qua- 

*'  In  order  to  the  attainment  of  soch  lification  for  all  classes  of  practitioners, 
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the  effect  must  be  this ;~ there  could  lege  of  Physicians  from  its  institution 

not  be  a  sufficient  supply  of  medical  up  to  the  present  time, 

men  for  the  public ;  because  if  there  was  "  Do  you  think  this  high  standard  of 

but  one  standard  of  qualification,  and  manners  and  morals,  which  it  is  destra- 

that  a  high  one,  few  persons  would  be  ble  for  physicians  to  possess,  is  confined 

able  to  pass  that  standard ;  if  it  was  a  to  those  physicians  who  have  been  edu- 

low  standard,  it  would  be  useless.  cated  at  the  English   Uui?ersities  ?— 

<<  Do  you  not  apprehend   it  would  Certainly  not ;  because  we  admit  many 

reduce  the  profession  to  a  low  level  ?—  licentiates  into  the  College  as  being 

Yes,  in  knowledge,  to  a  low  level.     If  possessed  of  them, 

a  low  standard    qualified    persons    to  .       *            *            *            * 

practise,  there  would  not  be  much  en.  '*  Do    you    mean    that  the    haviuf^r 

couragemcnt  to  learn  more  than  was  re-  passed  through  the  English  universities 

quired  by  that  standard.  does  imply  that  a  man  possesses  high 

'^  You  have  stated  that  the  medical  qualifications  either  in  dassical  litera- 

profession  is  in  a  hi&^her  state  in  this  ture,  or  mathematics,  or  natural  philo- 

country  than   in    other  countries.     In  sopby  ?— I  would  not  say  that  passings 

what  respect  is  it  so  ? — What  I  believe  through  any  university  of  any  kind  is  a 

is,  that  the  character  of  physicians  in  test ;  but  it  is  a  presumption, 

this  country  is  higher,  and  the  character  "  A  fair  presumption  ? — I  do  not  sav 

of  surgeons  too.    They  are  better  re-  a  fair  presumption.     I   should   thins 

ceived  in  society ;  tbey  are  more  learned  in  many  instances    it   is    a  fiiir  pre- 

and  better  informed  men ;  and,  in  con^  sumption. 

sequence  of  those  qualifications,  fill  €  *            *            *            * 

station  which  practitioners  abroad  do  "  Is  there  not  some  inconsistency  in 

not  usually  attain.  making  education  at  Universities  whieli 

*'  Must  not  the  character  as  to  man*  possess  small  means  of  teaching  medi- 

ners  and  morals  of  the  members  of  the  cine,  the  tine  qua  non  for  admission  to 

medical  profession  be  very  much  in-  the  College  of  Physicians;  and  inde- 

fiuenced  bv  the  character  as  to  manners  priving  those  who  have  studied  at  other 

and  morals  of  the  society  for  which  universities,  which  have  ample  means 

they  practise  ?— -Some    such    influence  of  teaching  medicine,  of  the  privilege  of 

may  prevail ;  but  I  should  apprehend  entering  into  the  said  College  P — I  can 

that  no  well-educated  physician,  or  any  only  say  what  I  repeated  before,  that  for 

physician  of  character,  would  ever  de-  the  medical  education  we  grant  the  li- 

scend  to  the  morals  and  manners  of  the  cense ;  and  for  the  learned  education  of 

lower  order  of  people.  the  Universities  we  grant  the  privilege 

"  Will  a  person  be  called  on  to  prac-  of  being  sooner  admitted  into  the  fel- 

tisc  for  the  wealthier  classes  of  the  com-  lowship. 

mnnity, unless  he  possesses  the  manners  "  Would  it  not  be  better  to  institute 

and  morals  usually  required  to  be  pos-  an  examination  of  all  persons  who  pre- 

scssed  by  those  who  mjx  with  that  class  sented    th^nselves,    wheresoever   edu- 

of  society  ? — If  the  question  refers  to  cated,  whether  they  possessed  the  requi- 

physicians,  I  should  say  No;  because  site  qualifications? — I  have  a   great 

I  consider  that  that  class  of  society  look  question  as  to  such  a  plan  answering, 

up  to  a  physician  as  a  superior  person,  "  If  it  would  answer,  would  it  not  be 

and  expect  superior  manners  from  him.  more  just  ?-«-As  an  abstract  proposition, 

^' Do  you  not  attribute  that  higher  that  answers  itself, 

state  of  manners  and  morals,  which  jou  ♦            ♦            *            « 

consider  as  belonging  to  the  physicians  "  Is  not  the  bar  a  profession  in  which 

of  this  country,  to  the  manners  and  mo-  tlie  highest  honour  and  integrity  are 

rals  of  society  in  which  they  are  called  reqnir^,  ^ood  morals,  and  go^  educa- 

to  exercise  their  practice  P — Unqnestion-  tionP-— But    the    bar   is    a    profession 

ably  there  wiU  be  action  and  re-action  which  is  before  the  public,  and  every 

there.  one  can  judge  of  the  individual  as  he 

'*  You  cannot  attribute  it  solely  to  produces  himself;  the  profession  of  pby- 

tbeir  having  been  educated  at  the  £nf^-  sic  is  a  domestic  art,  and  is  practised 

lish  Universities  ?— I  attribute  the  culti-  coram  nou  judicibtu.^^ 

vation  of  the  high  character  of  physi-  •      i.      i 

cians  to  the  encouragement  given  to  a  Let  us  now,  in  the  short  space  that 

high  educaiion,  and  exacted  ny  the  Col-  remains  to  us  for  extract,  turn  to  the 
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opinious  of  one  other  tvitness— one  as  ties?-^If  the  period  of  probation  were 

tburougfaaunl?ersity.manasanyof  those  aufficientlj  long,  say  four  or  five  years, 

just  quoted,  yet  who  can  see  no  such  *P^  **  ^J??,  ^'^^  f/>**  time  the  physi- 

•*       / ,        '  •'.        ,     .        ,,11.  Clans,  still  practising'  under  the  eye  of 

great  danger  m  relaxing  the  bonds  of  the  College,  were  approved  as  persons 

connexion  between  the  College  and  the  proper  by  character  and  attainments  for 

Universities.    Dr.  James  Arthur  Wilson  admission  into  the  fellowship,  I,  in  my 

has  been  distinguished  in  some  of  the  5!^  P"^*^  ^*«^'  "^^^^^  °«'  ^*^«  ""i' 

,  ,    J.         .       °        J,       ,        1 .  *  .m  difference  made. 

late  discussions  on  reform  by  which  the  «  You  think  it  should  be  made  so 

conclave  in  Pall  Mall  has  been  agitated,  lon^  as  to  be  a  sufficient  period  of  pro- 

But  few  of  the   fellows,  we   believe,  bation  forboth?— I  do." 

,are  inclined  to  go  all  the  lengths  that  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^j^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^ 

Dr.  Wilson  would  lead  them,— his  views,  the  present.     We  have  left  ourselves  no 

we  understand,  being  looked  upon  in  ^^^j^  f^^  ^^^^^^  y^^  ^^^  ^^  commen- 

tbc  College  as  rather  ultra-radical :  the  tary :  but  we  have  said  so  much  from 

better,  perhaps,  for  our  present  purpose,  time  to  time,  by  anticipation,  that  our 

as  it  will  enable  the  reader  to  compare  ^^j^^  ^jj,  ^^y^^^  ^  p,^^^d  to  com- 

and  contrast  them  with  the  sentiments  p^  ^^^  ^j^^^  ^jth  those  of  the  distin. 

above  expressed  by  some  of  his  brethren,  guighed  persons  whose  evidence  we  now 

"  Do  you  think  any  alterations  in  the  have  an  opportunity  to  lay  before  them, 
statutes  or  constitution  of  the  College  of 

Physicians  as  desirable  ?— Yes,  I  do.  ' 

*'  State  the  nature  of  the  changes  you 

think  desirable  ?— As  I  have  frequently  SURGICAL  reports 

stated,  I  should  think  it  desirable  to  get  fmom  tbb 

rid    of  the    class    of  candidates    and  LONDON    DISPENSARY, 
inceptor-candidates,  as  confined  to  nhy- 

sicians  graduating  at  Oxford  and  (Jam-  By  R.  R.  Robinson,  Esq. 

bridge  exclusively.  Surseon  to  that  InttUutioo. 

•*  Do  you  mean  by  that  answer,  that  

provided  the  persons  seeking  admission 

were  in  point  of  knowledge  equally  qua-  ^^^^  l.^  Artificial  Anu$  succeeding  to  the 

lified,  they  should  have  equal  facility  opening   of  an  Absceu  in  the  Abdominal 

to  enter  the  College,  wheresoever  edu-  Parietes— Tubercular  Peritoneum^  Pen. 

cated  ?— Yes,  if  we  could  esUblish  an  '*""*"• 

equal  qualificatiou  of  general  education,  C"**  Hunt,  ret  8i,  admitted  2d  June, 

as  well  as  of  medical  attainment?,  »  delicate  strumous  girl,  wm  seized  with 

"  What  are  the  alterations  you  would  f.»a™«»  f««5  °*^?^**«  ?f '  ^^^""^  ^f "  <»"• 

-.      ^A9    T  .„».,i,i  «.;ak  ,«  #1.^  fi*»«  tinued  ever  since,  in  spite  of  several  medi- 

recommend?-!  would  «ish  in  the  firat  ^.^^  ^^^^^  to  restmin  it ;  has  been  onco 

instance  to  get  nd  of  those  two  exclu-  ^j^^,^  ^^^  ^^^^  „„i     ^„ ^  ^^  occasionally 

sive  classes,  classes  into  which  physi-  ^^  tenderness  in  the  abdomen,  increased 

cians,  not  educated  at  Oxford  or  Cam-  on  pressure.    About  two  mouths  ago  a 

bridge,  cannot  be  admitted  under  the  gvrefling  was  observed  at  the  umbiucus, 

5 resent  statutes.     I  would  wish  to  ren-  the  integuments  became  red,  and  an  ab- 

er  all  physicians  who  had  been  ap-  scess  formed  in  that  situation,  into  which 

proved  by  the  College  as  fit  to  practise  a  suigeon  passed  a  lancet,  and  discharged 

under  its  license,  eligible  after  a  time,  half  a  tea-cupful  of  pus.     The  mother 

and  on  the  same  footing,  to  the  fellow-  »totc8.  that  the  same  afternoon  a  largo 

ship ;  that  sooner  or  later,  all  should  be-  q"anVty  of  fluid,  exacUy  resembling  that 

cof  equally  ^^^^^^'^^^^^^^^^        jj^^  ^:^d,'rd  't  "^nTJT^l  '^^S.^ 

fellowsbip-I  mean  after  a  sufficient  pe-  ^^^  ^' j^.,    ^„^^     ^he  child  is  worn  to 

nod  of  probation,  to  which  principle  of  ^  skeleton,  and  has  had  a  cough  the  last 

probaUon  I  should  attoch  great  irapor-  two  days;   lungs,  umm  ausculUUon,  ap- 

tance.  pear    healthy;    abdomen    large  (she    is 

"  What  is  the  longer  period  of  pro-  naturallv  large  in  the  abdomen),  not  hard, 

bation  to  uhich  you  would  subject  those  not  much  distended  with  flatus;  there  is  a 

not  educated  at  the   Eiiglibh  iiiiivcrsi-  small  wound,  with  slight  fungus,  at  the 
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nmbillicus,  which  discharges  an  inodorous  cupful  of  pus  followed  the  incision.  Thmt 
clay- coloured  fluid,  sometimes  in  lai^e  the  bowel  was  perforated  by  uletratian  and 
quantities,  but  now  in  small ;  several  mo*  not  by  the  lancet,  is  fairly  to  be  inferred  from 
tions  daily — frequently  disturbed  in  the  the  number  of  hours  which  intervened  be- 
night also ;  tongue  white  and  moist ;  puUe  tween  the  puncture  and  the  escape  of  the 
very  small  and  feeble.  fsBces;  in  which  respect  there  is  a  striking 

n-i  TT  J               ••      -D'l    o^     ^  rk  •  analocT  between  this  case  and  the  one  IlasC 

Pil.  Hydror  gr.  ij^  Pil.  Sep.  c  Opio.  ^j^j^^  ^^^  ^^         j      externally,  and 

gr.  ij.  n.  et  m.    Milk  diet.  ,^  .^-^  ^^  boweirwerl  effected  by  n»- 

June  6th.— The  purging  was  restrained  ture  alone.' 

upon  first  taking  the  pill,  but  subsequent-  Although,    in  a  professional  point  of 

ly  returned,  and  is  now  much  as  usual,  view,  this  is  a  highly-interesting  case,  it 

much  motion,  of  clay  colour,  being  dis-  might  be  vexj  annoying  to  a  surgeon  in 

charged  both  by  the  anus  and  the  wound,  private  practice. 

June  14th. — Died  this  day.  -^         »»      »               », 

Case   II. — Intesiinal  Tumor  ^Hennwrhrngm 

Ditsection, — Putrefaction  rapidly  advanc-  frtm  the  Rectum— ReeoHry. 

ing  ;    both   lungs  adherent  to  the  costal  January  21st,  a  roundish,  fibrous  tnmor, 

nleurse  at  their  upper  part,  particularly  the  the  size  and  shape  of  a  kidney-bean,  was 

left;   a  few  tubercles,  mostly  small  and  brought  to  me  at  the  Dispensary,  with  the 

grey— a  few  yellow  and  soft  at  the  upper  following  account  .—A  large  healthy  child, 

part  of  each ;    bronchial  glands  enlarged  get  five,  had  for  the  last  six  months  felt  a 

and  caseous;   heart  rather  hynertrophied  great  itching  about  the  anus,  which  it  was 

on  the  left  side;  the  abdominal  viscera  all  constantly  scratching;  there  was  no  blue- 

matted  together  by  chronic  peritonitis,  the  ness  of  the  eyes,  emaciation,  or  itching  of 

result,    apparently,  of  scrofulous  yellow  the  nose ;   but  as  worms  were  suspected, 

tubercle,  which  was  extensively  deposited  about  two  months  ago  two  large  doses  of 

all  over  the  large  and  small  intestines;  turpentine  were  given,  without  bringing 

the  peritoneum  was  every  where  thickened,  any  worms  away.    On  the  19Ui  instant 

in  parts  granular,  and  of  slate  colour;  the  the  child  was  playing  on  the  bed,  and 

stomach,  spleen,  pancreas,  and  kidneys,  complained  of  being  wet    Uponexamina- 

were  healthy,  except  a  few  tubercles  on  the  mination,  the  clothes  were  found  soaked  in 

peritoneal  coat  of  the  former ;   liver  large,  blood,    partly    fluid,    partly    coagulated, 

congested,  and  every  where  adherent  to  the  amounting  altogether,  it  was  supposed,  to 

abdominal  parietes,  and  the  intestines  in  ^viij.,  which  proceeded  from  the  rectum, 

its  vicinity;  all  the  small  intestines  so  and  produced  slight  syncope.    Upon  look, 

completely  agglutinated,  that  it  was  im-  ing  among  the  clots,  the  above  described 

possible  to  distinguish  one  part  from  ano-  tumor  was  found.     Castor  oil,  infusion  of 

ther,  or  to  separate  them ;  the  orifice,  at  roses,  and  salts,  were  administered :  there 

the  umbilicus,  led  downwards  into  a  por-  was  no  return  of  bleeding;  no  untoward 

tion  of  the  small  intestine ;   the  intestinal  symptoms ;  and  the  child  now  appears  in 

mucous  membrane,  where  examined,  was  perfect  health, 
of  a  deep  speckled  black  colour,  but  not 

ulcerated;  some  of  the  mesenteric  glands  Remarks. — I  have  never  before   seen 

rather  enlarged,  in  a  soft  caseous  state.  such  a  case  as  this;  nor  do  I  remember  to 

have  read  of  one  altogether   analogous. 

Remarks. — In  this  case  there  is  some  The  nature  of  the  tumor  seems  to  be  some- 
degree  of  obscurity.  I  think  in  the  com-  what  doubtful,  as  several  medical  friends 
mencement  the  disease  was  seated  chiefly  to  whom  I  have  shown  it  have  expressed 
in  the  mesenteric  glands,  as  an  obstinate  different  opinions  regarding  it :  some  have 
purging  and  marasmus  were  the  most  pro-  considered  it  a  fibrous  tumor,  others  have 
minent  symptoms,  and  were  not  relieved  thought  it  of  a  polypous  nature  (there 
by  any  remedies ;  to  this,  I  believe,  sue-  does  not,  however,  seem  any  thing  like  a 
ceedea  a  tubercular  deposit  upon  the  peri-  peduncle),  and  others,  perhaps  with  the 
toneal  coat  of  the  bowel ;  to  this  perito-  greatest  probability,  have  considered  it  as 
nitis,  by  which  a  portion  of  the  bowel  was  one  of  the  intestinal  glands  in  a  state  of 
attached  to  the  anterior  of  the  abdominal  hypertrophy.  It  is  intersected  with  lines, 
parietes ;  and  that,  lastly,  an  abscess  form-  and  has  certainly  more  of  a  glandular 
cd  around  the  umbilicus.  That  an  abscess  than  any  other  appearance. 
did  form  in  this  situation  I  entertain  no  The  cnpioushsemorrhage  which  attended 
doubt,  as  I  saw  the  surgeon  who  previously  its  expulsion,  shews  either  that  the  tumor 
attended  the  case  (a  member  of  the  Col-  itself  was  very  vascular,  or  that  it  was  at- 
lege  of  Surgeons,  and  an  intelligent  man),  tached  to  the  mucous  membrane  to  a  con* 
and  from  him  I  learnt  that  the  integu.  siderable  extent. 

ments  around  the  umbilicus  were  swollen.  It  is  fortunate  that  the  turpentine, given 

red,  and  fluctuating,  and  that  half  a  tea*  under  the  idea  that  worms  were  present. 
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not  prodoctive  of  irritfttioo,  and  may  October  3d.— Discharge  the  same;  ra- 

scire  as  a  caution  against  administering  ther  more  costive  the  last  day  or  two.  The 

that  substance  unless  some  parts  of  a  tape-  next  sized  bougie  passed  with  rather  more 

worm  are  seen,  or  more  unequivocal  symp-  difficulty, 

toms  of  its  presence  are  manifest  than  Rep.  Ol. 

here;  as  some  of  the  symptoms  of  worms  i-.i.      «       .            ,    , 

may  be  simulated,  and  closely  too.   by  17th.--Bougie  regularly  passed  twice  a 

causes  of  a  totally  different  nature,  irri-  r®®*>  ''^"  altogether  better;  straining, 

tating  the  prima  vise.  however,  continues. 

^        „-        -,   .            ^  .     „  Has  taken  for  three  days,  Ferri.  Carbon. 

Case  111.  —  Stricture  of  the  Rectum^  with  Jss.  ter  die. 

Pnrut^SiO'itwn.reU^partiaUybyBou  November   14th.-Does  not  mend.     A 

gu-Frolapsu»  Uten,  S^e.  ,^tum  bougie  (No.  7.)  has  been  regularly 

Mary  Knight,  set.  39,  a  washerwoman,  passed  twice  a  week,  though  very  gently 
constantly  in  the  damp,  admitted Septem-  attempted;  it  produces  pain  and  some 
berad;  long  subject  to  pain  in  the  loins  faintness,  which  go  off  in  a  few  minutes, 
and  rectum  ;  motions  always  small,  voided  The  size  of  the  motions,  the  forcing,  and 
with  difficulty ;  bowels  generally  daily  re-  discharge,  the  same, 
lieved,  though  she  has  sometimes  an  in-  December  12th.— Continues  exactly  the 
terval  of  two  or  three  days ;  worse  of  late ;  same.  Nothing  appearing  to  be  gained  by 
has  lost  flesh ;  looks  sallow.  Some  time  the  bougie,  it  has  been  discontinued,  anii 
ago  she  was  the  subject  of  paralysis  of  the  the  bowels  have  been  regulated  by  castor- 
lower  extremities,  and  also  of  piles;  upon  oil,  from  which  she  experiences  great  com- 
which  a  ligature  was  applied,  which  pro-  fort, 
dnced  great  agony,  and  no  ultimate  bene- 
fit, for  the  hemorrhoids  returned;  mo-  Remarks.— The  stricture,  in  this  in 
tions  sometimes  flat,  sometimes  triangu-  stance,  had  been  left  to  itself  until  ulcera- 
lar,  sometimes  round ;  the  size  of  a  large  tion  had  commenced ;  otherwise  it  is  pro- 
nrethral  bougie;  a  purulent  discharge,  bable  that  the  bougie  would  have  been 
tinged  with  blood,  constantly  oozes  from  successful  in  completely  restoring  the  ca- 
the  rectum ;  attached  to  the  verge  of  the  libre  of  the  gut  From  the  irritable  state 
anus  are  two  warty  excrescences,  and,  ra-  of  the  mucous  membrane,  which  the  local 
ther  less  than  2}  inches  from  the  anus,  a  application  of  nitrate  of  silver  lotion,  and 
stricture  which  will  not  admit  the  top  of  the  internal  exhibition  of  steel  ffor  there 
the  forefinger.  A  hardened  and  ulcerated  ^as  great  general  debility),  dia  not  cor- 
state  of  the  mucous  membrane  below ;  rect,  the  bougie  could  not  be  borne  long 
uterus  prolansed,  from  freouent  straining;  enough  to  do  permanent  good,  though  at 
appetite  baa;  nights  restless;  occasional  fint  some  benefit  was  decidedly  derived 
cough ;  easier  for  the  last  week  than  for  a  from  it;  and  even  now  she  admits  that,  by 
long  time  previously,  which  she  attributes  means  of  castor  oil,  she  passes  her  mo- 
to  castor  oil.  A  'full-sized  ossophagns  tions  with  much  more  ease  and  less  strain, 
bougie,  with  Mr.  Salmon's  curve,  was  in-  ii^g  than  she  did.  She  has  lately  been  the 
troduced,  and  passed  with  facility,  six  subject  of  a  large  sloughing  ulcer  of  the 
inches ;  which,  as  it  gave  little  uneasiness,  leg,  from  a  blow,  attended  with  much 
was  allowed  to  remain  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  pain  and  some  diffuse  surrounding  inflam- 

September  5th. — More  pain  in  the  back  mation;  shewing  that  her  constitution  is 

and  rectum;  motions  mucn  the  same;  in-  exceedingly  irritable,  and  her  health  far 

stmment  again  introduced,  but  retained  from  good, 
only  ^ve  minutes. 

9th.— Less  pain  since  last  introduction  C^»«  l^, ^Stricture  of  the  Bectum-Uteera' 

of   the  instrument;     motions     decidedly  turn  and  Communieation  between  the  Rectum 

larger  in  calibre,  though  she  says  that  has  '»"''   Vagina— Diffuse  hiftammation  rf  the 

<>ccasionally    happened  before;   purulent  Buttocks— Phthuu. 

discharge  copious;  instrument  again  in-  Sarah  Hastwell,  ast.  39,  admitted  De- 

troduced.  cember  23d.    The  mother  of  ten  children ; 

Rep.  Ol.  was  delivered  of  her  last  (stillborn)  in 

12th.— Instrument  introduced.  May  last;  subject  to  piles  for  some  years ; 

16th. — ^Motions  nearly  twice  as  large  in  baa  them    cut    away,    without    lienefit, 

calibre  as  they  were:  rather  less  straining  twelve  months  ago;  soon  after  which  she 

when  the  bowels  are  moved.     A   larger  had  purulent  dischai]ge  from  the  rectum, 

bougie  was  introduced  to-day,  with  tolera-  which  has  since  continued ;  until  her  last 

ble  facilSty.  confinement  her  bowels    were   regularly 

30th.— Much  the  same;  instrument  re-  opened  once  daily,  but  since  that  time  she 

gularly  introduced  twice  a  week  ;  copious  has  been  costive,  going  two  or  three  days 

purulent  discharge.  without  a  stool,  and  then  requiring  purga- 

Lot  Argent!  Nitratis,  gr.  v.  ad  ^.  tive  medicine;  excruciating  catting  pain 
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when  the  bowels  axe  relieved.    Five  weeks  makine  her  sick ;  half  a  gnan  of  ofpiam 

ago,   grpat  pain,    increased  on  pressure,  was  substitiOed,  in  the  form  of  pill,  night 

and  hardness  in  the  right  bnttock.    An  and  morning,  with  great  reUef. 

abscess  has  formed  here,  which,  allhouffh  April  6th.— Still  alive;  a  Irooblesome 

it  appeared  disposed  to  break  outwardly,  cough,    with    expectoration,    apparently 

has  discharged   matter   into  the  vagina,  mucous;  motions  continue  to  be  involnn. 

On  passing  the  finger  into  the  rectum,  a  tarily  discharged. 

tight  membranous  stricture  was  detected,  8th.— Dyspnoea  and  cough   increased; 

which  would  not  admit  the  point  of  the  she  sunk,  and  died  yesterday, 

little-finger,  about  an  inch  from  the  verge.  Dieecfwn.— Not  a  particle  of  fiit  under 

A  few  piles  around  the  anus;  no  pain  in  the  abdominal  integuments.    Right  lung 

the  abdomen,   or  tension.      The  bowels  firmly  adherent    to  the  chest,   occupied 

have  been  freely  opened  lately,  by  castor,  throup^hout  by  numerous  small  vomiop, 

oil,  salts,  and  senna ;  all  the  motions  loose,  containing  a  purulent  fluid  and  tubercular 

not  figured ;  occasional  rigors ;  great  pros-  matter.    The  upper  part  of  the  left  lung 

tration.   of    strength ;    nights    restless ;  occupied  by  a  moderate-sized  vomica,  of 

tongue  clean  and  moist;  some  dyspnoea ;  which  softened  tubercular  matter  formed 

no  cough,  or  thoracic  pain ;  countenance  the  parietes ;  the  remainder  of  this  lung 

anxious,  and  somewhat  sallow.  in  a  state  of  engorgement   Heart  healthy; 

Pulv.  Doveri,  gr.  x.  o.-  n.    Mist.  Cath.  stomach  lai^ge,  but  free  from  disease,  as 

«  •  «     r'L*  «-««-  were    the    small    intestines,   hver,  gall- 

p.  r.  n.    t.at.  panis.  bladder  (which  was  emptv),  spleen,  and 

December  31st.— Abscess   juxta  anum  pancreas ;  transverse  and  descending  colon 

broke  on  27th  iust.  outwardly,  at  some  m^^^jj  distended  with  flatus;  the  former, 

distance  from  the  verge,  and  has  copiously  instead  of  being,  as  its  name  implies,  di- 

discharged  good-looking  pus.    Less  dis-  ,^^y  transverse,   was  angular,    dipping 

charge  from  vagina ;  bowels  weU  opened  ^^^^  considerably  in  the  centre  where 

by  the  medicine.  the  apex  of  the  angle  was  formed.    Mu- 

Repetantur  Med.  cous  membrane  of  the  coecum,  and  com- 

Januaiy  28th. — More  pain  in  the  back;  mencement  of  the  colon,  black  in  some 

discharge  continues  at  times  copious  from  parts,   and  numerous  irrerular   erosions 

the  orifice,  from  which  occasionally  air  without  induration  scattered  throughout  it. 

comes ;  skin  around  the  rectum  warty,  in-  An  abscess  in  the  right  side  of  the  pelvis 

flamed,  and  painful;  bowels  open;  mo-  containing  Jss.  of  caseous  pus.    The  rec- 

tions  still  loose.  turn  at  its  first  two  inches  healthy,  but 

i»^,v^««n«ni.  rkmnfn  Its  caUbrc  contracted:  from  this  part  down 

Repetantur  Omnia.  ^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^ 

February  25th. — Has  been  easier  until  lated  in  adibre;  its  parietes  lobulated, 

to-day,  and  capable  of  sitting  up.    Now  thickened  to  a  slight  degrce,andof  a  gela- 

more  pain  in  the  vicinity  of  the  anus ;  tinons  appearance.    Mucous  membrane  in 

two    or    three   fistulous    orifices   formed  parts  red,  in  others  black,  in  others  deep 

around  the  original  one ;  numerous  oondy-  purple ;  in  some  places  ulcerated ;  here 

lomata;  a  little  bloody  discharge  from  t^e  and  there  little  tumors  upon  it;  apparently 

vagina;  no  motion  for  two  days  previously;  enlarged  glands;  a  tight  stricture  a  litUe 

one  daily  since  last  report ;  ftvquent  sick-  above  the  verge  of  the  anus,  which  would 

ness;  no  distention  of  the  abdomen;  urine  scarcely  admit  a  full-sized  urethral  bougie, 

ftee ;  erysipelatons  inflammation  around  A  little  above  thi^,  ulceration  through  all 

the  buttocks.  the  coats  has  made  a  communication  with 

March    2nd.  —  Much    weaker ;    much  the  cellular  ti^'sue  on  the  left  side,  which 

puiged    yesterday ;    abdomen    distended  is  in  a  complete  state  of  sphacelation  as 

witn  flatus  ;  erysii)elas  continues ;  labiaa  far  as  the  verge  of  the  anus,  implicating 

swollen ;  no  discharge ;   skin  juxta  anum  the  skin.    An  opening  below  the  strictore 

less  tender;  much  emaciated.  from    ulceration,    which    communicates 

25th. — Has  been  apparenUy  dying  the  with  the  vagina  by  a  fistulous  orifice  tliat 

last  fortnight,  though  still  alive;  worn  to  will  just  admit  the  head  of  a  probe.     Ccr- 

a  skeleton ;  more  pain  in  the  back  and  in  vix  Jiteri  rather  vascular ;  lumbar  glands 

the  rectum ;  motions  passed  involuntary;  undiseased;  a  thin  layer  of  not  very  recent 

loose;  generally  two  or  three  daily;  ab-  coagulable  lymph  upon  the  peritoneal  coat 

domen  at  times  tender,  apparenUy  from  of  tne  uterus,  and  the  upper  and  anterior 

wind,  which  distends  the  bowels;  tempo-  part  of  the  rectum, 
rarv  relief  obtained  upon  its  expulsion; 

difnise  inflammation  extended    over  the  REMAaxs. — The  disease,  in  this  case, 

right  hip  and  knee,  but  has  yielded  to  appears  to  have  been  the  same  as  in  the 

poulticing;  integuments  of  the  back  be-  preceding,  only  it  has  gone  farther.    The 

ginning  to  slough.     Tongue   clean   and  mucous  membrane  became  ulcerated  above 

moist;  nights  often  restiess,  the  powder  the  stricture,    and   two  fistulous  canals 
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foimed,  the  one  into  the  cellular  tissne  mation  of  the  diffuse  kind;  and  1  hare 

around  the  anus,  the  other  into  the  va-  lately  had  under  my  care  a  case  of  malig- 

gina ;  the  lungs  lUso  were  diseased.    There  nant  ulceration  of  the  rectum,  in  which 

are  few  diseases  more  frequently  combined  diffuse  inflammation  also  occurred  about 

than  a  phthisical  state  of  the  lungs,  and  a  one  of  the  thighs.    It  appears,  therefore, 

diseased  condition  of  the  rectum  and  fistu.  that  these  patients  are  very  liable  to  be 

Ions  canals  about  the  anus  and  perineum ;  thus  attacked,    which  is   not  suiprising 

but  difference  of  opinion,  I  bolieYe,  exists  when  their  weakened  and  irritable  con. 

as  to  where  the  disease  originates  ?    It  is  dition  is  considered, 
generally  stated  that  the  primary  disease        It  is  extraordinary  how  yeiy  tenacious 

IS  in  the  lung,  but  some  persons  consider  of  life  some  persons,  the  subjects  of  disease 

the  pulmonary  disease  secondary.    As  far  of  the  bowels,  appear  to  be.    In  the  case 

as  I  hare  been  able  to  obserre,  in  most  last  related  the  woman  seemed  in  artlculo 

instances  the  diseased  state  of  the  lung  has  mortis  fall  fourteen  days  before  she  actually 

unequivoeally  preceded  the  diseased  condi-  died, 
tion  of  the  bowel ;  but  in  tome  instances  ,     ,    ■ 

the  reyerse  has  appeared  to  have  hap-  EFFECTS  OF  MUSIC, 

pened.  In  the  case  to  which  these  remarks  *-»**-^*«  v*  a«w»iv.. 

are  appended,  although  it  is  not  impro-  In    the    Bepertoire    Medico-Chirurgicale   of 

bable  that  tubercles  might  have  long  ex-  Piedmont,  for  June  1834,  Dr.   Brofferio 

isted  in  the  lungs  in  a  latent  state,  it  is  relates  a  case  illustratiTe  of  the  morbid 

I  think  clear  that  the  irritation  about  the  effects  of  music.    A  woman,  28  years  of 

rectum  was  conducive  to  their  develop,  age,  of  a  robust  constitution,  married,  but 

mcnt.  without  children,  attended  a  ball  which 

In  this  and  the  preceding  case  I  pro-  was  given  on  occasion  of  a  rural  fete  in 

posed  to  divide  the  stricture,  but  in  neither  her  native  village.    It  so  happened  that 

instance  could  the  patient  be  prevailed  she  had  never  heard  the  music  of  an  or- 

upon  to  submit  to  it,  from  the  agony  ex-  chestra  before :  she  was  charmed  with  it, 

perienced  in  the  removal  of  the  piles,  an  and  danced  for  three  days  successively, 

operation  which  it  is  to  be  regretted  was  durins  which  the  festivity  lasted.     But 

ever  attempted   until   the    more  serious  though  the  ball  was  at  an  end,  the  woman 

disease   had  been   remedied;    as  it   was  continued  to  bear  the  music :  whether  she 

attended  with   much   suffering,  and   no  ate,  drank,  walked,  or  went  to  bed,  still 

benefit  was  she  haunted  by  the  harmonies  of  the 

I  was  induced  to  suggest  the  division  of  orchestra.    She  was  sleepless;  her  diges- 

the  stricttire  in  these  cases,  inconsequence  tive  organs  b^an  to  suffer,  and  ultimately 

of  my  friend,   Mr.   Luke,    having  men-  her  whole  system  was  deranged.    Various 

tioned  to  me  a  case  of  very  obstinate  stric-  remedies  were  tried  to  drown  the  imagi- 

ture  of  the  rectum,  which  he  had  divided  nary  music ;  but  the  more  her  body  be. 

with  the  bistourie  cache  many  years  ago,  came  enfeebled,  the  more  intensely  did  the 

and  then  successfully  and  completely  dl-  musical  sounds  disturb  her   mind.     She 

iated  by  graduated  bougies.  sunk  at  last,  after  six  months'  nervous 

Another  case  has  come  to  my  know-  suffering.  It  should  be  added,  that  the 
ledge,  where  a  stricture  of  the  rectum  low  leader  of  the  band  having  occasion- 
down  was  divided,  and  a  fistula  communi-  ally  indulged  in  a  discordant  eaprieeio^ 
eating  with  the  part  was  laid  open  at  the  for  the  amusement  of  his  auditors, 
same  time  by  a  common  bistoury.  It  was  the  notes  which  he  plajred  produced 
some  time  afterwards  before  much  relief  the  most  torturing  effect  when  they 
was  experienced;  and  just  as  the  patient  leourred  to  the  imagination  of  the  patient : 
appeared  to  be  getting  well,  he  caught  cold ;  ^  those  horrid  sounds  I"  she  woula  cry,  as 
a  purulent  deposition  took  place  in  the  she  held  her  head  between  her  hands, 
pelvis,  peritonitis  ensued,  and  under  these  There  is  nothing  so  verv  extraordinary  in 
he  sunk.  this  case,  as  it  regards  tne  mere  repetition 

Mr.  Stafford  has  related,  in  a  recent  of  sounds  in  the  tensorium,  in  consequence 

number  of  this  journal,  a  case  where  divi-  of  a  long-continued  impression  originally 

sion  of  a  strictured  rectum  by  an  instru-  made;  bat  that  it  should  be  carried  to  the 

ment  in  principle  somewhat  analogous  to  extent  of  causing  a  nervous  affection,  ter- 

the  bistourie  cache,  bid  fair  to  have  been  minating  fatally.  Is  what  seems  to  render 

successful,  had  not  the  patient  been  at-  the  case  unioue.    An  anecdote  is  told  of 

tacked  and  destroyed  by  aiffuse  inflamma-  the  celebratea  Mademoiselle  Clairon,  which 

tion  of  the  face  and  scalp.  has  some  analogy  to  the  preceding.    A 

In  both  the  cases  I  have  related  diffuse  man  once  shot  himself  on  her  account, 
inflammation  occurred ;  in  one  about  the  Ever  after,  as  regularly  as  one  o'clock  at 
leg,  in  the  other  about  the  buttock,  ex-  night  came,  Melle.  Clairon  heard  the  re- 
tending  to  tlie  thigh.  In  the  fatal  case  to  port  of  a  pistol.  Whether  she  was  at  a 
which  I  have  alluded  above,  the  purulent  ball,— in  bed  asleep,»at  an  inn,— on  a 
secretion  seemed  to  be  the  result  of  inflani-  journey, — no  matter ;   when  the  moment 
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arrived,  the  shot  was  heard:  it  was  louder 
than  the  music  of  the  ball ;  startled  her 
from  her  sleep ;  and  was  heard  as  well  in 
the  court-yard  of  an  inn  as  in  a  palace. 


EFFICACY  OF  ERGOT  IN  EXPUL- 
SION  OF  THE  PLACENTA. 

Dr.  Worrell,  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  g^ves 
an  account  of  the  case  of  a  black  f^lA,  in 
whom  the  placenta  was  retained  three 
days  after  deliver?.  She  had  severe  pain 
in  the  region  of  tLe  uterus ;  hot  dry  skin ; 
pulse  120,  and  very  small ;  a  most  disgust- 
ing stanch  was  observed  on  removing  the 
bed-clothes ;  the  introduction  of  the  finger 
gave  her  intense  pain ;  the  edges  of  the  os 
uteri  were  firmly  contracted  and  unyield- 
ing ;  by  drawing  the  cord  gently,  the  ad- 
hesion  was  found  to  be  at  the  fundus. 
Fifteen  grains  of  ergot  were  administered^ 
and  five  such  doses  were  given  at  intervals 
of  half  an  h6ur  each.  Immediately  after 
the  fifth  dose,  the  os  uteri  dilated,  and  the 
placenta  came  away.  The  girl  did  well, 
with  the  exception  of  a  slight  phlegmasia 
dolens,  which  yielded  to  simple  remedies*. 

TORSION  OF  ARTERIES  INSTEAD 
OF  LIGATURE. 

M.  Trier,  Surgeon  in  chief  to  the  Hospi- 
tal of  Altona,  has  written  an  account  of 
his  experience  of  M.  Amussat's  method. 
He  says  that  at  first  he  had  no  great  reason 
to  congratulate  himself  on  his  success,  as 
secondary  haemorrhage  in  several  instances 
supervened ;  but  by  practice  he  has  been 
made  perfect  For  several  years  he  has 
employed  torsion  exclusively,  instead  of 
ligatnre,  and  always  with  success.  He 
has  now  twisted  almost  all  the  great  ar- 
teries  of  the  body ;  those  that  supply  the 
brain,  and  the  tongue,  the  thoracic  arteries, 
the  humeral,  the  radial,  the  femoral  as  it 
passes  under  Poupart's  ligament,  and  as 
it  runs  in  the  middle  of  the  thigh,  &c.  He 
concludes  his  letter,  which  is  addressed  to 
the  Academy,  by  recommending  the  me- 
thod  of  torsion  to  the  more  general  prac 
tice  of  French  surgeons. 

EXTIRPATION  of  the  SHOULDER- 
JOINT  FOR  OSTEO-SARCOMA. 

M.  Roux  performed  this  operation  lately 
at  La  Charite  :  it  occupied  an  hour  and  a 
quarter,  notwithstanding  all  the  cleverness 
and  address  for  which  the  operator  is  so 
celebrated.  The  patient  sunk  from,  ex- 
haustion in  two  hours  after  leaving  the 
theatre.  The  diseased  mass  weighed  about 
fifteen  pounds. 


ACARUS,  OR  ITCH  ANIMAL. 

M.  Bea€de,  on  the  1st  of  this  month, 
presented  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences  six 
living  acari,  which  he  had  that  morning 
extracted  from  the  skin  of  some  itch  pa- 
tients in  the  H6pital  St.  Louis.  The  in- 
sects  were  found  imbedded  in  the  epider- 
mis, at  the  end  of  a  little  furrow  leading 
off  from  the  vesicle.  They  have  never  yet 
been  discovered  in  a  vesicle. — Gas,  de$  H6p, 


WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  of  BURIALS, 
From  Bills  of  Mortality,  Sept,  9,  1834. 


Age  and  Debility . 
Apoplexy      .       . 
Asthma         . 
Cancer  •        . 

ChlMbirth     . 
Cholera  .      .      • 
Consumption 
ConstlpRtioo  of  the 
Bowels      .        . 
Convulsions 
Croup   .        .       . 
Dentition  or  Teething!  1 
Dropsy 

Dropsy  on  the  Brain 
Epilepsy       •     '  . 
Fever     . 
Fever,  Scarlet 
Fever,  Typhus     . 
Gout     ... 
Heart,  diseased  . 
Hooping-Cough   . 


Increase  of  Burials,  as  compared  with  > 
the  preceding  week       .       .       .3 


54 

Inflammation 

2t 

6 

Bowels  &  Stomach  21 

7 

Brain 

4 

Lungs  and  Pleura 

5 

Insanity 

Al 

Jaundice 

87 

Liver,  diseased   . 

Measles         .        . 

10 

8 

Mortification 

48 

Paralysis      • 

6 

Scrofula 

fll 

Small.Poz    . 

16 

Spasms         •        . 

14 

Stone  and  GraTCl 

1 

Thrush 

9 

Tumor          • 

16 

Venereal 

4 

Worms 

6 

6 

12 

Unknown  Cau8«« 

Stillborn      . 

13 
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Sept.  1884. 

Thk 

RMOMKTSR. 

Baromrtrr. 

Thursday  .   4 

from  52  to  66 

80  OS  to  80-05 

Friday    .  .    6 

47      70 

2999       2997 

Saturday  .   6 

58      69 

8000      8007 

Sunday  .  .    7 

49      67 

2999      2992 

Monday.  .    8 

48      65 

29  70       29-56 

Tuesday .  .    9 

44      64 

2987       29-41 

Wednesday  10 

49      68 

29  66      29  72 

Wind  Tarlable.  8.W.  prevailing. 
Except  the  7th,  cloudy;  rain  frcqueht  during 
the  three  Inst  days. 
Rain  fallen,  '45  of  an  Inch. 

Charles  Henry  Adams. 


NOTICE. 

An  "Old  Subscrtber"  will  find  the 
information  which  he  wants  in  rolume 
xii.  p.  630.  With  regard  to  the  other  sub- 
ject, the  arrantrements  are  made,  and  the 
publication  will  commence  with  our  next 
yolume. 
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LBCTUBES  inspection  of  the  body  of  a  woman,  about 

forty  years  old,  who  had  died  suddenly  in 

**"  '"■  labour  of  her  first  child.    She  had  been  for 

THEORY  AND  PRACTICE   OF  wren  years  subject  to  great  difficulty  of 

urmnri irr'n V .  breathiuff,  with  cough,  which  had  latterly 

miu^ir  Man  i ,  increased,  and  the  sputum  had  been  occa- 

Br  Francis  H.  Ramsbotbam,  M.D.  standing  by  the  bedside,  during  an  ute- 

rine  contraction,  she  seized  hold  of  her  at- 
tendant's arm ;  and  without  uttering  an 
Lbctukb  L.  expression,  she  fell  on  the  floor  dead.    On 
COMPLEX  LABOURS,  opening  the  body,  we  found  in  the  two 

ca?ities  of  the  pleune  nearly  three  pints  of 

8TNC0PB     NOT   PRODUCED   BT    RAMOR.  scrum;  the  luugs,  independently  of  their 

BBAOB  OR  LACERATION  OF  THE  GENITAL  oompiesscd  state^  wcre  healthy ;  the  peri- 

OROANS.  •  cardium   also  contained   a   considerable 

Both  during  and  after  labour,  women  be-  quantity  of  fluid. 

come  oocasionallv  the  subjects  of  syncope.        On  another  occasion  I  was  requested  by 

nnconnected  eitner  with  haBmorrhage  or  ftn  old  pupH  to  assist  him  in  inyestigating 

laceration  of  any  of  the  organs  more  im-  the   cause  of  death  in  a  patient,  aged 

mediately  concerned  in  parturition.     In  twenty-eig^t,  who  suddenly  expired  imme- 

women  of  a  delicate  habit,  nerrous  and  diately  after  having   given  birth  to  her 

hysterical,  slight  faintings  under  the  first  fourth  child.    She  had  been  for  three  or 

stase  of  labour  are  by  no  means  uncommon;  four  years  subject  to  violent  palpitations, 

ana  in  the  higher  ranks  of  life,  therefore,  and  much  difficulty  of  breathing,  on  the 

such  complications  are  most  frequently  least   exertion,  even  walking  slowly  up 

observed.    They  are  also  not  unusually  stairs ;  she  had  constant  cough,  and  occa- 

met  with  in  the  abodes  of  poverty,  where  sionally  expectorated  small  quantities  of 

a  want  of  proper  ventilation  and  sufficient  blood.    My  friend  was  not  called  until  the 

nonrishment  combine,  perhaps  with  an  os  uteri  was  entirely  dilated;  the  labour 

habitual  use  of  ardent  Spirits,  to  destroy  was  unusually  easy ;  the  child  was  bom  an 

the  vigour  of  the  system,  and  incapacitate  hour  after  he  entered  the  room ;  and  the 

it  from  bearing  up  against  the  exertion  at-  same  pain  which  expelled  the  breeoh,  also 

tendant  upon  labour.    Such  eases  require  threw  oflT  the  placenta.    She  appeared  not 

but  little  consideration ;  the  vital  powers  to  have  suffered  much  from  fatigue,  and 

must  be  kept  up  to  a  certain  point  by  the  ihouired  concerning  the  sex  of  the  child, 

stimulus  either  of  warmth,  fr^  air,  easily  While,  however,  her  attendant  was  tying 

digestible  nutriment,  or  by  the  judicious  the  funis,  he  observed  that  she  was  at- 

Qse  of  wine,  spirits,  aather,  or  ammonia.  tacked  with  a  slight  convulsion;  and  be. 

If  oiganic  disease  exist  in  any  of  the  fore*  he  could  ^t  round  to  the  side  of  the 
Tiscera,  particularly  those  of  the  thorax,  bed,  near  which  her  head  lay,  she  had 
sudden  death  may  take  place,  consequent  ceased  to  breathe.  The  uterus  was  firmlv 
'  on  the  violent  struggles  attendant  on  the  contracted,  and  contained  a  very  small 
expulsive  pains;  an  aneurism,  or  an  ah-  Quantity  of  coagula ;  the  viscera  of  the  ab- 
scess, may  burst;  or  the  heart  may  be  aomen  were  remarkably  healthy;  the  lungs 
choked,  or  its  action  otherwise  impeded,  were  healthy  in  structure,  but  goi^d  with 
I  was  once  requested  to  be  present  at  the  blood  ;    the  heart  was  small,  and  very 

366.— XIV.  3  K 
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flaccid  ;    the   mitral   vtdye   was    much  scarcely  possible  to  pierent  the  coil  beiitt 

thickeoed,  and   the   commnnication  be-  carried  down  into  the  vagina  bjr  the  ni£ 

tween  the  left  anride  and  rentricle  would  of  the  escaping  fluid, 

only  just  admit  the  tip  of  my  little  finger,  Such  an  occurrence  brings  with  it  not 

as  far  as  the  first  joint   There  were  about  the  least  danger  to  the  mother; — the  la. 

fire  ounces  of  serum  in  the  pericardium,  hour  goes  on  as  well  as  if  it  had  not  hap- 

These  cases  would  teach  us  to  watch  a  peaed ;  for  since  the  space  occupied  by  tbe 

patient  narrowly  under  labour,  in  whom  fallen  funis  is  most  inconsiderable,  it  can- 

there  had  previously  existed  any  symptoms  not  impede  the  regular  advance  of  the 

of  organic  disease  either   in  the  heart,  process.    But  the  diild  must  always  be 

lungs,  or,  indeed,  any  other  organ  con-  placed  in  greater  or  lew  jeopardy:   the 

nected  with  the  respiratory  or  circulating  peril  is  generally  extreme,  and  entirelj 

systems.  dependent  on  pressure.    Since  the  life  of 

But  a  more  simple  cause  of  syncope  the  foetus  Is  sustained  by  the  cireulatioa 

after  the  child's  birth,  independently  of  through  the  cord,  any  interruption  to  the 

haemorrhage,  consists  in  tbe  collapse  con-  free  passage  of  the  blood  must  produce 

sequent  on  the  rapid  abstraction  of  that  hazard;  and  if  it  be  suspended  for  anv 

{»ressure  from  the  abdominal  viscera  and  length  of  time  continuousljr,  death  will 

arffc  vessels  of  the  trunk,  to  which  they  ensue,  as  surely  as  if  breathing  were  pre- 

haa  been  so  long  accustomed.      When  vented  after  birth;  and  it  tniefefoie  be. 

speaking  of  artificial  deliverv  under  pla-  comes  a  matter  of  great  moment  that  we 

cental  presentations,  I  referred  to  this  sud-  sliould  adopt  some  plan  for  its  pieserva- 

den  change  in  the  relative  situation  of  the  tion.    Not  that  it  is  absolutely  neoessair 

contents  of  that  cavity,  as  adding,  in  no  the  foetus  should  perish  because  tbe  funis 

small  degree,  to  the  dang^  of  thd  case ;  prolapses ;    but   the  chances   are  much 

and  I  have  known  faintness  and  death  oc-  against  its  being  bom  living  unless  means 

cur  quickly  after  the  process  of  labour  had  are  taken  to  protect  it 

been  naturally  completed,  when  there  was  Diagnosit, — There  will  be  no  diiBcnlty 

no  haemorrhage  to  account  for  the  fatal  in  detecting  the  cord  hanging  in  the  va- 

result,  and  when  dissection  neither  dis-  gina.     By  its  softness,  smoothness,  and 

covered  any  organic  disease,  nor  threw  the  roundness,  and  particularly  by  its  pnlsa. 

least  light   on  the   immediate  cause  of  tion, —  should   the   circuuition    be   still 

death.  carried  on,— it  may  be  distinguished  both 

Such  attacks  of  syncope  most  finequently  from  any  part  of  the  child,  as  well  aa 

follow  rapid  labours ;  and  women  of  a  re-  fh>m  any  of  the  maternal  structures, 

laxed  fibre,  whose  minds  possess  a  gloomy  Treatment. — If  the  pulsation  has  entirely 

turn,— especially  those  who   have  enter-  ceased  for  some  time, — especially  if  the 

tained  deeplj^-rooted  apprehensions  with  cord  be  external,  and  have  become  cold, 

regard  to  their  recovery, — are  most  usually  and  flaccid. — tbere  can  remain  no  doubt 

the  subjects  of  this  dangerous  affection,  of  the  child's  death ;   and  the  subsidence 

My  father  states,  that  it  is  observed  more  of  the  Ainis  is  of  no  Importance.     But  if 

freouently  when  the  child  is  still-bom,  the  arteries  be  still  beating,  whether  in  a 

ana  refers  it  partly  to  despondencv,  the  natural  manner  or  more  feebly,  it  is  right 

consequence  of  such  an  M^gravated  dis  that  we  should  attempt  to  guard  them 

appointment     The  Uberal  admission  of  ih)m  the  pressure  which  thev  must  more 

finMh  air,  placing  the  head  and  shoulders  or  less  experience  before  the  oirth  is  per- 

rather  below  the  level  of  the  other  parts  of  fected. 

the  bodv,  the  exhibition  of  repeated  small  With  this  intention,  four  methods  have 

doses  ofstimiili,the  application  of  warmth  been   proposed :— carrying  the  prolapsed 

to  the  extremities,  al>aominal  firiction,  and  cord  to  that  part  of  the  pelvis  where  there 

especially  the  adaptation  of  a  properly,  is  most  room,  and  where  it  will  be  most 

contrived    broad   bandage,    jnrt   tightly  out  of  the  way  of  injury  ;~tuming  the 

round  the  person,  seem  to  offer  the  most  child,  and  delivering  by  the  feet ;— return* 

effectualmeansof  lestoringthe  toneof  the  ing  ihe  Amis,  and  keeping  it  above  the 

circulating  system.  presenting  part  until  the  foetus  is  partly  In 

the  world :— and  delivering  by  the  forceps 

PROLAPSUS  OF  TBB  FtJHis  UMBILICALI8  as  early  as  is  practicable. 

by  the  side  of  the  head  or  breech,  not  It  will  seldom  be  possible  to  preserve  the 

nnfirequently  occurs  under  labour.    The  Amis  from  pressure  by  carrying  it  to  one 

loop,  nowever,  cannot  descend  until  after  or  other  side  of  the  pelvis;  for  the  foetal 

the  membranes  have  ruptured  ;   and  usu-  head  is  so  adapted  to  the  capacity  of  the 

ally  it  passes  down  the  moment  the  liquor  pelvic  cavity,  as  to  leave  but  little  space 

amnii  is  evacuated.    The  longer  the  cord  unoccupied.      This  mode  of  proceeding, 

is,  the  more  likely  is  this  accident  to  htm-  theb,  is  very  unsatisflMtory,  because  but  of 

pen ;  and  should  it  have  gravitated  to  the  partial  benefit ;  and  in  few  cases  can  it  be 

OS  uteri,  and  collected  there  in  a  fold,  it  it  trasted  to.    Turning  the  child,  and  de. 
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liTering  by  the  feet,  has  receiTcd  the  sane-  inclined  me  to  adopt  their  practice  as  a 
tion  of  most  obstetrical  authorities  of  the  general  principle;  and  I  perfectly  agree 
present  day,  provided  the  presence  of  the  with  Baudelocqae,  that  '*  although  the  ac- 
fanis  at  the  os  uteri  be  discovered  before  ^dent  is  dangerous,  the  precept  of  deli- 
the  membranes  break,  or  it  prolapse  while  yering  instanUy,  by  turning  the  child,  if 
the  httd  nmmaB  eajdrAj  mbore  the  brim,  adhered  to  indiscriminately,  is  not  less  so." 
TIraaDanBB  etmnmlm  ua, "  If  the  child  He  adrisefly  that  nothing  should  be  done 
be  liTing,  and  the  presenting  part  remain  vntil  we  ascertain  what  course  nature  is 
high  up  in  the  pelvis,— especially  if  the  likely  to  take,  and  the  degree  of  oompres- 
pains  have  been  slow  and  feeble, — it  will  sion  the  umbilical  cord  is  suflbring ;  for  he 
generally  be  better  to  pass  the  hand  into  thinks  that  the  natural  expulsion  is 
the  uterus,  to  turn  and  deliver  by  the  feet,  often  more  rapid  than  the  extraction 
using,  at  the  same  time,  the  precaution  of  could  be.  Dr.  Conouest,  also,  seems  ad- 
carrying  up  the  descended  funis,  that  it  vene  to  the  operation  of  turning  under 
may  be  out  ofthe  way  of  compression."  But  these  circumstances;  nor  does  Dr.  Blun- 
he  afterwards  utters,  a  sentiment  which  dell  sanction  the  practice, 
would  render  the  instraction  just  quoted  The  objections  which  I  take  to  this  mode 
almost  a  dead  letter,  in  these  words :  **  No  of  proceeding  depend  partly  on  the  hazard 
attempts  to  save  the  child  are  on  any  ac-  In  which  the  mother  must  be  involved, 
count  to  be  made,  but  such  as  can  be  under  every  case  of  turning,  however  fa- 
practised  without  (^cftonct  of  iiguring  the  vourable  the  attendant  circumstances, 
mother."  and  however  skilfully  the  operation  is  per. 

Bums  says,  **ta  soon  as  the  os  uteri  formed;  and  partly  on  the  danger  which 
will  admit  the  introduction  of  the  hand,  the  child  must  suffer  from  compression  of 
the  child  should  be  turned ;"  but  if  the  pre-  the  umbilical  cord  itself  during  tne  passage 
sentation  be  advanced  before  we  are  of  its  shoulders  and  head  through  the  pel- 
called,  he  recommends ''removin^^  the  cord  vis  ;  and  this  danger  will  be  extreme 
to  that  part  of  the  pelvis  where  it  is  least  if  the  pelvis  be  of  small  dimensions, 
apt  to  be  compressed ;"  or  what  is  still  bet-  or  the  soft  parts  pretematu  rally  rigid. 
ter,  pushing  it  above  the  head,  because  The  practice  I  would  recommend  for  your 
**  this  is  less  violent,  and  safer,  than  at-  adoption,  provided  the  subsidence  of  the 
tempts  to  turn  in  an  advanced  stage  of  funis  be  discovered  before  the  membranes 
hibonr."  Dewees  tells  us,  if  the  cord  break,  is  to  keep  the  patient  perfectly  quiet 
prolapses,  "  turning  may  be  had  recourse  in  one  posture, — to  prevent  her  moving  off 
to — 1st,  When  the  uterus  is  sufficiently  the  bed,-— to  caution  her  strongly  against 
dilated  or  dilatable  for  the  operation;  exerting  her  voluntary  efforts,  —  not  to 
8nd,  When  the  head  is  still  enclosed  in  leave  the  chamber  on  any  account,  and  to 
the  uterus ;  3rd,  When  there  is  no  de-  be  most  careAil  in  preserving  the  bag  of 
fonnitTof  pelvis  to  defeat  the  object  of  the  membranes  perfect.  The  moment  it  has 
operation."  Gooch,  after  premising  that  ruptured,  to  introduce  two  or  three  fingers 
we  are  not  justified  in  adopting  any  mea-  of  the  led  hand,  or  the  whole  hand,  if 
sure  which  will  endanger  the  life  of  the  necessary,  into  the  vf^na,— to  carry  the 
mother,  adds,  **  If  we  detect  a  presenta-  loop  up  above  the  presenting  part  of  the 
tion  of  the  funis  when  the  os  uteri  is  head, — and  to  retain  it  there  until  the  next 
nearly  dilated,  the  membranes  entire,  and  pain  comes  on,  which  will  most  likely 
the  parts  in  a  relaxed  state,  no  one  would  propel  the  head  somewhat  downwards, 
here  hesitate  to  turn  and  deliver,  as  it  may  while  the  fiinis  remains  above.  Should  it, 
be  done  with  ease  and  safety."  Camp-  however,  again  descend,  another  attempt 
bell  thinks, "  that  of  all  the  methods  pro-  may  be  made ;  the  fingers  need  not  be 
posed  for  managing  these  cases  when  the  withdrawn  until  two  or  three  pains  have 
passages  are  prepared,  or  when  the  la-  been  suffered,  and  it  is  highly  probable 
Dour  Is  not  too  far  advanced,  turning  is  that  the  head  will  then  have  passed  down 
decidedly  the  most  proper :  but  this  prac-  so  low  as  to  preclude  the  likelihood  of  the 
tioe  is  not  unexceptionable."  Hamilton  cord  again  prolapsing.  We  may  some, 
supposes  we  are  bound  to  turn  if  we  de-  times,  however,  be  disappointed  by  the 
tect  a  presentation  of  the  funis  before  the  loop  again  appearing  as  soon  as  we  re- 
membranes  rupture;  but  that  we  are  not  move  our  fingers:  if  that  should  be  the 
wanmnted  in  doing  it  afterwards.  -My  case  after  the  cord  has  been  returned,  a 
IHend,  Dr.  Thatcher,  also  recommencb  small  piece  of  soft  sponge  may  be  intra- 
turning,  if  we  detect  the  cord  early.  duced,  to  act  as  a  stay  on  which  it  may 

I  have  thought  it  right  to  cite  the  opi-  rest.     This  mode  of  proceeding  I  have 

nions  of  these  eminent  practitioners  at  once  or  twice  found  efficacious;  and  Oooch 

length,  because  they  are  at  variance  with  used  to  relate  a  case  in  which  he  also  suc- 

my  own,  and  that  you  may  be  in  posses-  ceeded  in  saving  the  child  by  the  same 

sion  of  Uieir  sentiments  as  well  as  mine,  means. 

No  aigument  that  I  have  ever  heard  has  Even  in  Manriceau's  time  this  cause 
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of  danger  to  the  fcetas  was   not   over-  sioii;  and  if  she  herself  is  inquisitive 

looked,  and  he  recommended  that  the  de-  about  the  extraordinary  attention  we  think 

scending  loop  should  he  wrapped  in  a  it  necessary  to  pay,  we  may  candidly  con- 

picoe  of  linen,   and  carried  within   th^  fess  to  her  that  the  narel-strins  has  fallen 

uterus;  a  practice  still,  I  believe,  followed  down ;  and  add,  the  accident  does  not  in 

on  the  continent.    He  insists  on  the  ne-  the  least  endanger  her  safety,  but  that  our 

oessity  of  the  funis  being  kept  warm ;  and  solicitude  is  for  the  preservation  of  her 

if  this  plan  does  not  answer  he  says  we  babe. 

must  turn  the  child.  Dr.  Colin  Mackenzie  If  the  funis  prolapse  by  the  side  of  the 
thought  be  had  improved  on  this  plan,  by  bieech,  and  the  vessels  be  suffering  com. 
substituting  for  the  linen  a  leathern  purse,  pression,  traction  may  be  made  to  termi* 
with  a  mouth  that  closed  by  a  running  nate  the  labour  more  speedily ;  and  if  it 
string.  Neither  of  these  methods  possesses  pass  down  while  the  child  lies  trans- 
anvsuperiorityover  the  piece  of  sponge;  and  versely,  turning  must  be  had  recourse  to ; 
it  IS  not  impossible  that  the  vessels  of  the  the  operation  oeing  undertaken  not  be- 
funis  might  be  so  compressed  by  their  enve-  cause  the  cord  descends,  but  because  of  the 
lope  as  to  suspend  the  flow  of  blood  through  unfortunate  situation  of  the  infiint. 
'  them.  The  late  Sir  Richard  Croft,  know- 
ing  the  difficulty  of  preserving  the  coU  of  descent  op  the  hand  by  the  side  op 
cord  above  the  head,  recommended  that  it  the  head  or  breech 
should  be  carried  by  the  hand  into  the  is  another  complication  of  labour,  by  no 
uterus,  and  suspended  on  a  limb,  which  means  so  serious  as  the  case  we  have  last 
would  efTectually  prevent  its  future  de-  considered,  but  which  occasionally  is  pro- 
scent  He  published  two  cases  in  the  ductive  of  much  embarrassment.  One 
London  Medical  Journal  for  1786,  in  hand  only  may  prolapse,  or  both  may  at 
which  he  practised  this  method  success-  the  same  time  descend.  It  is  owing  to 
fully,  and  infonned  Dr.  Denman  that  he  the  original  position  of  the  fostus  in  ntero. 
had  also  met  with  others  equally  for-  1  have  already  informed  yon  that  the  most 
tunate.  His  suggestion,  however,  has  not  usual  situation  of  the  arms  is  their  being 
been  TCuerally  followed;  and  I  cannot  crossed  upon  the  chest;  but  that  some- 
myself  recommend  it,  because  of  the  diffi-  times  one,  and  occasionally  both,  are  placed 
cuity  of  accomplishing  the  object,  and  be-  against  an  ear;  and  when  this  is  the  case 
cause  there  must  always  be  some  risk  to  on  the  evacuation  of  the  liquor  amnii,  the 
the  mother  in  the  introduction  of  the  descent  takes  place, 
hand  within  the  uterus.  This  is  an  opera-  Though  not  dangerous  to  the  life  either 
tion,  indeed,  not  to  be  adopted  without  of  the  mother  or  her  offspring,  this  aoci- 
grave  occasion,  and  a  tolerable  certainty  dent  is  in  a  degree  unfortunate  for  both; — 
of  being  able  to  accomplish  the  end  for  for  the  mother,  because  the  hand  occupies 
which  it  was  undertaken.  a  certain  quantity   of  space,   and  may 

Should  the   membranes   have   broken  therefore  proportionally  retard  the  labour; 

some  time  before  you  first  see  the  patient,  —for  the  foetus,  because  the  pressure  on 

^ou  will  find  the  same  means  avail  you,  the  cartilaginous  structuro  of  the  wriat 

if  the  head  be  still  above  the  pe^lvic  brim,  may  so  injure  the  limb  as  to  be  of  serious 

But  if  it  has  descended  within  the  scope  eventual  consequence;  and  this  especially 

either  of  the  long  or  the  short  forceps,  if  both  prolapse.    I  have  never  myself, 

and  the  pulsation  in  the  umbilical  arteries  however,  seen  any  great  injuiy  result, 

is  quick,  weak,  and  intermittent,  ^parti-  It  is  not  difficult  to  detect  the  hand  at 

cularly  if  it  should  be  suspended  during  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  even  before  the 

each  uterine  contraction,)  while  the  pro-  membranes  break.    There  is  no  part  of  the 

gross  of  the  labour  is  slow,  one  or  other  of  body  with  which  it  is  likely  to  be  eon- 

these  instruments  may  be  employed  to  fa-  founded,  except  the  foot ;  and  the  marks 

cilitate  the  birth.    In  their  application.  I  have  before  enumerated  will,  if  home  in 

however,  we  must  be  extremely  carefm  mind,  be  sufficient  to  distinguish  the  one 

that  the  funis  is  not  pinched  between  the  limb  from  the  other, 

head  and  the  blade,  else  we  shall  run  into  Treatment. — It  will  be  in  your  recoUec- 

the  very  danger  we  seek  to  avoid,  and  our  tion  that  I  directed,  whenever  the  hand 

interference  will  be  highly  izgurious,  in.  was  detected  at  the  os  uteri,  that  an  aecn- 

stead  of  useful.    The  extraction  must  be  rate  examination  should  be  instituted  to 

as  rapid  as  is  consistent  with  the  mother's  detennine,  as  soon  as  possible,  whether  the 

safety.  shoulder  was  above;  or  whether  the  head. 

It  is  always  desirable,  when  the  funis  or  some  other  part  was  presenting;  because 

descends,  to  inform  the  patient's  friends  our  treatment  entirely  depends  on  the  in- 

of  the   great    probabiUtv  codsting  that  formation  we  then  acouire.    Thus,  if  the 

the  child  may  be  bom  still,  and  to  require  shoulder  present,  or  tne  foetus  lie  other- 

tliat  the  common  means  for  its  resusoita-  wiae  transverselv,  turning  must  be  had  re- 

tion  should  be  in  readiness  on  its  expul-  course  to,  which  operation  is  not  neoes« 
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sary  if  either  the  head  or  the  breech  oflTer  chest  will  he  impacted  in  the  brim  of  the 
tbemielves  to  the  finger.  Should  the  case  pelvis,  and  a  transverse  presentation  will 
prove  such  as  we  are  now  considering,  our  be  formed,  which  will  require  the  intro- 
dutj  is  to  keep  the  prolapsed  limb  above  duction  of  tlie  hand,  and  the  version  of 
the  presenting  part,  that  as  little  impedi.  the  fcetus,  before  the  labour  can  be  com- 
ment as  possible  maj  exist  to  the  easy  ex-  pleted :  and  this  should  be  an  extra  warn- 
pulsion  of  the  fostus.  With  this  view,  on  ing  to  us  perfectly  to  assure  ourselves  of 
the  rupture  of  the  membranes,  the  festal  the  position  of  the  child  before  we  inter- 
hand  may  be  embraced  between  the  two  fere  by  traction  at  a  limb., 
first  fingers  of  our  left  hand,  and  returned 

without  force  or  violence,  within  the  os  The    development   of   those   irregular 

uteri :  it  may  there  be  kept  until  two  or  formations  termed 
three  pains  have  propelled  the  head  suffi. 

ciently  low  to  preclude  the  probability  of  a  monsters, 
ftesh  descent  If  we  withdraw  our  fin- 
gers immediately  we  have  passed  it  offers  many  curious  objects  for  physiolo- 
up,  the  next  pain  will  a^in  protrude  it,  gical  speculation,  and  some  of  interest 
and  we  may  find  it  requisite  to  return  it  even  to  the  practical  suigeon :  in  both  of 
many  times.  Should  we  be  foiled  in  keep-  these  points  of  view,  therefore,  the  sub- 
ing  it  out  of  the  way  in  this  manner,  ject  deserves  from  us  a  little  couside- 
a  piece  of  sponge  may  be  used,  as  directed  ration. 

woen  the  funis  prolapses;  and  if  it  gives  yarittia, — The  word  in  itself,  not  per- 

us  continued  trouble,  rather  than  irritate  haps  the  most  appropriate  that  could  be 

the  vagina  or  os  uteri,  we  had  better  allow  chosen,  has  very  improperly  been  applied 

it  to  remain  down,  and  take  the  chance  of  to  the  subjects  of  disease,  such  as  appears 

its  being  slightly  swollen.    It  is  not  neces-  occasionally  in  after  life.    1'hus  the  hy- 

sary  to  deliver  mstrumentally  merely  be-  drocephalic  foetus  is  by  some  considered  as 

ceause  the  hand  is  in  the  vagina;  but  if  a  num$ter.    If  used  at  all,   however,   it 

the  pelvis  be  narrow  in  its  diameter,  and  should  strictly  be  confined  to  those  in- 

espedally  if  boUi  aims  are  protruded,  so  stances  in  wnich    some   g^reat   deviation 

much  room  may  be  occupied  by  them  as  from  normal  structure  is  observed,  either 

materiallytointerferewith  the  easy  passage  as  the  result  of  original  natural  forma- 

of  the  head,  and  such  symptoms  of  exhaus-  tion,  confusion  of  the  organs  of  two  se- 

tion  may  be  induced  as  will  require  the  ap-  paiate  children,  or  irregular  or  diseased 

plication  of  the  forceps,  or  even  the  use  of  action  of  a  specific  kind,   such  as  can 

destructive  instruments,  to  terminate  the  only  exist  in,  and  influence  the  oigani- 

labour.  zation  of,  the  foetus   in  utero.     It  will 

I  am  pretty  well  persuaded  that  many  of  be  most  convenient  to  follow  the  arrange- 
those  cases  which  we  sometimes  hear  of,  ment  adopted  by  Buffon,  and  consider 
where  the  festal  hand  presents  in  the  va-  ,  these  productions  as  divisible  into  four  va- 
gina, and  it  is  supposed  that  the  shoulder  rieties :— 1st,  those  in  which  there  is  a  de- 
has  been  raised,  and  the  head  brought  to  ficiency  of  parts;  2d,  those  which  are  re- 
the  pelvic  brim,  have  been  mistaken,  and  dundantin  organs;  3d,  where  the  parts  are 
that  the  child  did  not  originally  lie  trans,  misshapen ;  and  4th,  where,  although  the 
verBely,  but  that  the  presentation  was  the  oigans  may  be  naturally  formed,  they  are 
hand  by  the  side  of  the  head.    1  have  my-  misplaced. 

self  more  than  once  heard  the  ease  with  Deficiency  of  partt* — Of  all  these  irregu- 
which  this  evolution  could  be  effected  men-  larities,  instances  in  which  there  exists  a 
tioned,  and  the  superiority  of  this  mode  of  deficiency  of  parts  are  most  commonly  met 
turmn^  over  that  commonly  practised,  with;  and  this  deficiency  may  exist  in 
(whi(£  indeed  I  have  recommended),  many  organs.  Among  those  that  can  be 
strongly  insisted  on ;  and  I  have  always  brought  under  the  examination  of  the  eye, 
svspected  some  error  in  the  diagnosis :  for  I  the  mouth  and  lips  are  perhaps  most  6e- 
know  by  experience  how  difficult  it  is  to  quently  the  seat  of  this  anormal  develop- 
posh  up  the  shoulder,  and  bring  the  head  ment.  Sometimes  there  is  a  simple  fissure 
to  the  OS  uteri,  when  the  membranes  have  in  the  upper-lip,  forming  the  single  hare- 
been  some  time  ruptured.  lip ;  at  other  times  there  is  a  double  fis- 

By  the  position  of  this  phantom,  yon  sure,  and  a  want  of  a  greater  or  less  por- 

may  immediately  perceive  now  easily  a  tion  of  the  palate;  sometimes,  again,  the 

simple  case,  such  as  I  am  now  describing,  palate  is  faulty,  while  the  lips  are  per- 

might  be  converted  into  one  of  the  most  feet :  specimens  of  which  are  before  you. 

difficult  in  obstetric  surgery;  for  if  the  Not  unfrequcntly,  also,  there  is  some  im- 

hand  be  brought  f^lly  down,  so  as  to  ap-  perfection  in  the , genitals.    The  anterior 

pear  extemalljr,  under  the  supposition,  for  part  of  the  bladder  and  parietes  of  the 

instance,  that  it  is  a  foot,  the  head  will  be  abdomen,  just  above  the  pubes,  have  been 

canted  over  one  ilium,  the  shoulder  and  found  wanting  j  so  also  has  a  portion  of  tke 
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of  danger  to  the  foetus  was    not   oyer-  aion;  and  if   she  herself   is  inquisitife 

looked,  and  be  recommended  that  the  de-  about  the  extraordinary  attention  we  think 

scending  loop  should  be  wrapped  in  a  it  necessary  to  pay,  we  may  candidly  coo> 

piece  of  linen>   and  carried  within   th^  fess  to  her  that  the  navel-strtne  has  fallen 

uterus;  a  practice  still,  I  believe,  foUowed  down ;  and  add,  the  accident  does  not  in 

on  the  continent    He  insists  on  the  ne>  the  least  endan^r  her  safety,  but  that  oar 

cessity  of  the  funis  being  kept  warm ;  and  solicitude  is  for  the  preservation  of  her 

if  this  plan  does  not  answer  he  says  we  babe. 

must  turn  the  child.    Dr.  Colin  Mackenzie        If  the  funis  prolapse  by  the  side  of  tb 

thought  he  had  improved  on  this  plan,  by  breech,  and  the  vessels  he  suffering  co0* 

substituting  for  the  linen  a  leathern  purse,  pression,  traction  may  be  made  to  teav  - 

with  a  mouth  that  closed  by  a  running  nate  the  labour  more  speedily ;  and  if 

string.    Neither  of  these  methods  possesses  pass  down  while  the  child    lies    trv' 

an^  superiority  over  the  piece  of  sponge;  and  versely,  turning  must  be  had  recourse  t 

it  is  not  impossible  that  the  vessels  of  the  the  operation  t>eing  undertaken  not  *  .. 

funis  might  be  so  compressed  by  their  enve-  cause  the  cord  descends,  but  because  of  « 

lope  as  to  suspend  the  flow  of  blood  through  unfortunate  situation  of  the  in&nt.       •^  , 
'  them.    The  late  Sir  Richard  Croft,  know-  *  i^ 

ing  the  difficulty  of  preserving  the  coil  of  dbscbnt  op  the  hand  by  the  sinr  ^ 
cord  above  the  head,  recommended  that  it  "^^^  head  or  breech  .  ^j 

should  be  carried  by  the  hand  into  the  is  another  complication  of  labour,  h  . 

uterus,  and  suspended  on  a  limb,  which  means  so  serious  as  the  case  we  havr 

would  eflTectually  prevent  its  future  de-  considered,  but  which  occasionally  if  - ,  J 

scent.     He  published  two  cases   in  the  ductivo   of  much   embarrassment    ,   ""* 

London    Medical  Journal    for  1786,  in  hand  only  may  prolapse,  or  both  V 

which  he  practised  this  method  success-  the  same  time  descend.     It  is  owf  ^ 

fully,  and  infonned  Dr.  Denman  that  he  the  original  position  of  the  foetus  in 

had  also  met  with  others   equally  for-  1  have  already  informed  you  that  th* 

tunate.    His  suggestion,  however,  has  not  usual  situation  of  the  arms  is  their   ^  - 

been  generally  followed ;  and  I  cannot  crossed  upon  the  chest ;  but  that  .  *  - 

myself  recommend  it,  because  of  the  diffi-  times  one,  and  occasionally  both,  are  ^ 

culty  of  accomplishing  the  object,  and  be-  against  an  ear;  and  when  this  is  t     *  « 

cause  there  must  always  be  some  risk  to  on  the  evacuation  of  the  liquor  am 

the   mother  in  the  introduction  of  the  descent  takes  place.  ^ 

hand  within  the  uterus.    This  is  an  opera-        Though  not  duifferous  to  the  lit    '  ■-«. 

tlon,  indeed,  not  to  be  adopted  without  of  the  mother  or  ner  offspring,  t) 

grave  occasion,  and  a  tolerable  certainty  dent  is  in  a  d^^ree  unfortunate  for 

of  being  able  to  accomplish  the  end  for  for  the  mother,  because  the  hand 

which  it  was  undertaken.  a  certain  quantity   of  space,  c    *^  _ 

Should  the   membranes   have   broken  therefore  proportionally  retard  tlk 

some  time  before  you  first  see  the  patient,  —for  the  foetus,  because  the  pi^     v 

you  will  find  the  same  means  avail  you,  the  cartilaginous  structure  of  t  '  - 

if  the  head  be  still  above  the  pelvic  brim,  may  so  injure  the  limb  as  to  be  i 

But  if  it  has  descended  within  the  scope  eventual  consequence ;  and  this «        ^     - 

either  of  the  lon^  or  the  short  forceps,  if  both  prolap«e.    I  have  nevi         ** 

and  the  pulsation  in  the  umbilical  arteries  however,  seen  any  great  injury  r*    • 
is  quick,  weak,  and  intermittent,  /parti-        It  is  not  difficult  to  detect  tib         * 

cularly  if  it  should  be  suspended  auring  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  even  1       ."^     .^ 

each  uterine  contraction,)  while  the  pro-  membranes  break.    There  is  no ;    «. 

gress  of  the  labour  is  slow,  one  or  other  of  body  with  which  it  is  likely  t     ^ 

these  instruments  may  be  employed  to  fa-  founded,  except  the  foot ;  and   • 

cilitate  the  birth.    In  their  application,  I  have  before  enumerated  wiU,       ^  "     . 

however,  we  must  be  extremely  carefUl  mind,  be  sufficient  to  distingu!     f  ' 

that  the  funis  is  not  pinched  between  the  limb  from  the  other.  ^'  * 

head  and  the  blade,  else  we  shall  run  into        Treatment, — It  will  be  in  yot  .    "** 

the  veiy  danger  we  seek  to  avoid,  and  our  tion  that  I  directed,  whenever     ^>     ^ 

interference  will  be  highly  injurious,  in-  was  detected  at  the  os  uteri,  th        "      ^ 

stead  of  useful.    The  extraction  must  be  rate  examination  should  he  h       •      ^ 

as  rapid  as  is  consistent  with  the  mother's  determine,  as  soon  as  possible,  v^  <«k    ^ 

safety.  shoulder  was  above;  or  wbeth<       «»«    ^ 

It  is  alwa^rs  desirable,  when  the  funis  or  some  other  part  was  presentii^^ 

descends,  to  inform  the  patient's  friends  our  treatment  entirely  depend     *  »..    ^ 

of  the   great    probabilitv  existing  that  formation  we  then  acauire.    'i    * 

the  child  may  be  bom  still,  and  to  require  shoulder  present,  or  tJie  fostu  ^*'*^ir^ 

that  the  common  means  for  its  resusoita-  wise  tiansverselv,  turning  mut    ^  n^t^ 

tion  should  be  in  readiness  on  its  expul-  course  to,  which  operation  i 
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is  just  as  though  the  little  panudte  was  en-  feet  limbs,  with  a  short  umbilical  cord  at- 

deaTouring  to  barrow  its  way  into  the  tached  to  the  mesocolon*    No  organs  oi 

man's  beUy.  and  had  sncceeded  in  insi-  digestion  or  respiration,  nrinary,  or  gene, 

nuating  its  head  and  shonlders;— and  Pal-  ratire,  conld  be  found.     The  case  was 

f  jn  gi?es  the  history  of  a  man  havinff  a  drawn  np  at  length  by  M.  Dopaytren ;  and 

small  body  attached  m  the  same  way ;  but  drawings  were  made  by  Mn,  Curier  and 

in  this  instance  there  were  arms  external,  Jadelot;  and  a  detailea  account  was  pnb^ 

and  the  head  only  was  wanting.  Winslow  lished  in  the  *■  Bulletin  de  I'Ecole  de  Me- 

relates  that  he  saw  a  giii  of  twelre  years  decine,"  *'  Chusette  de  Sant^'*  1804,  and 

old,  well-formed,  and  of  the  common  size,  some  other  works  of  the  period.    A  some- 

with  the  abdomen  and  lower  extremities  of  what  similar  case  was  published  by  Mr. 

another  body  bandog  from  the  left  side  of  George  Young,  in  the  first  Tolume  of  the 

the  epigastnc  region;  and  in  the  79th  to-  Medioo-Chiruigical  Transactions;  it  was 

lume  of  the  Philosophical  Transactions  of  a  child  whom  he  saw  ftequently  during 

there  is  the  account  of  a  well-made  Gen-  life,  in  oonseanence  of  a  tumor  in  the  ab- 

too  boy,  who  had  the  pelns  and  lower  domen,  which  gradually  increased  till  his 

limbs  of  a  little  brother  suspended  from  death ;  he  surmed  nine  months.    A  cyst 

the  pubes.  was  found  occupying  a  large  portion  of 

Rueflfe,  Par6,  and  Palfyn,  all  speak  of  a  the  abdomen,  which  contained  four  pints, 

man,  alire  in  1519,  from  whose  abdomen  a  fourteen  ounces,  of  greenish  limpid  fluid, 

small  though  well-formed  head  appeared  and    an   imperfectly  formed   foetus  ad- 

to  grow;  and  Winslow  saw,  in  1898^  an  hering  to  it  by  a  conical  process  arising 

Italian,  who  had  another  head,  much  less  firom  the  umbilicus.     The  surftee  was 

than  his  own,  connected  to  the  chest  below  ooyered  with  that  sebaceous  matter   so 

the  cartilage  of  the  third  rib.    The  man  usually  found  on  the  skin  of  infants  at 

felt  any  impression  made  on  this  extra  birth;  and.the  skin  itself  was  rosy,  and  of 

head.  a  healthy  look.    The  extremities  were  dis- 

Bartholin.  who  saw  the  person,   and  tinct,  but  short  and  thick ;  the  fingers  and 

Zacchias,  relate  the  case  of  an  indiyidual  toes  were  Aimbhed  with  nails;  there  was 

named  Lazarus  Colloredo,  a)t.  88,  of  com-  a  well-formed  penis,  and  clelt  scrotum, 

mon  stature,  and  well  formed,  who  had  a  There  was  no  brain,  nor  spinal  marrow, 

deformed  twin  brother,  John,  hanging  by  nor  diaphragm ;  neither  heart,  nor  liver, 

the  chest  ftt>m  the  lower  part  of  the  ster.  nor  urinary  organs,  nor  any  internal  or- 

num.    His  head  was  hu^r  than  that  of  gans  of  generation.  Scarcdv  any  muscular 

Lazarus ;  he  had  two  arms,  with  three  fabric  was  discorered  in  tne  whole  mass, 

fingers  on  each  hand,  but  only  one  loiver  The  alimentary  canal  was  the  most  per- 

extremity.     Respiration  was  hardly  per-  fectly  formed  of  the  internal  organs ;  a 

ceptible,  but  there  was  evident  pulsation  part  of  the  Intestines,  indeed,  was  in  all 

in  the  thorax;  he  was  nourished  by  the  respects  naturally  constructed.    Mr.Higfa- 

food  taken  in  by  Lazarus.  more,  a  surgeon  of  Sherboume,  in  Dorset- 

Agaln,  an  imperfect  body  has  been  found  shire,  opened  the  body  of  a  boy  named 

entirely  indosea  within  another.    In  the  Thomas  Lane,  between  16  and  16  years  old, 

GenUeman's  Magazine  for  December  1748,  in  June  1814,  in  which  he  found  the  rodi- 

mention  is  made  of  a  child  bom  with  a  ments  of  a  human  foetus.    The  two  last 

large  bag  extending  from  the  perineum  to  mentioned  specimens  are  preserved  in  the 

the  toes,  which  in  a  few  days  burst,  and  a  Museum  of  tne  College  of  Surgeons, 

mass  of  florid  flesh  protruded,  in  which  Partt  misthapenf  though  properly  situated, 

were  distinctly  perceptible  a  hand  and  are  by  no  means  uncommon ;  sometimes 

foot,  wiUi  perfSect  fingers  and  toes ;  but  no  tiiis  unnatural  formation  is  the  result  of 

organs  could  be  traced,  or  any  rudiments  defective,  sometimes  redundant  oi^niza- 

of  sex.    Richerand  mentions  a  lad  named  tion;  thus  the  different  features  of  the 

Bissieu,  who  died  at  thirteen  years' old.  face  may  be  malformed;  the  scrotum  is 

and  who,  from  his  earliest  infancy,  had  sometimes  cleft;  the  urethra  and  rectum 

a  tumor  on  the  left  side  of  the  lower  imperforate.    Club  feet  are  usually  classed 

part  of  his  abdomen,  which  was  very  pain,  among  this  variety  of  monstrosity ;  but  it 

ful.    He  was  seized  with  fever  and  in-  appears  to  me  that  they  usually  owe  their 

crease  of  pain  in  the  prominent  part,  and  origin  to  accidental  causes  rather  than  na- 

voided  by  stool  purulent  and  foetid  matter,  tural  formation.    The  distortion  mostly 

and  a  ball  of  hair;  after  which  he  soon  arises  fh>m  the  limb  being  cramped  in 

sunk.    The  tumor  was  found  to  consist  of  utero,  owing,  perhaps,  to  the  awkward  po. 

a  cyst,  having  a  recent  communication  sition  in  which  the  child  lies,  or  to  there 

with  the  transverse  colon,  and  containing  being   but   a   small  quantity  of  liquor 

the  rudiments  of  a  fcstus.    There  were  dis-  amnii. 

covered  a  brain,  spinal  marrow,  very  laive  Muptae0nfnt  of  perfect!^  formed  parlt  is  the 

nerves,  muscles,  and  the  skeleton  of  tne  least  common  of  all  kinds  of  monsters.     I 

head,  vertebral  column,  pelvis,  and  imper-  do  not  know  that,  even  among  all  the  ex- 
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tnivagant  stories  in  Uie  older  works,  there  cular  system  of  the  foetus,  that  when  the 
is  amy  account  of  a  well-fonned  arm  rising  two  cuticular  surfaces  came  together.  Tes- 
from  the  pel? is,  or  a  leg  from  the  seapula ;  sds  shot  from  one  to  the  other,  and  the 
and  we  should  certainly  not  give  credence  parts  hecame  permanently  united  by  adhe- 
to  it,  were  we  to  meet  with  such  a  tale,  sion,  in  the  same  way  that  two  fingers 
But  the  viscera  have  been  transposed  j  and  would  coalesce,  provided  the  skin  was  re- 
such  a  case  may  be  oonsidered  a  monstro-  moved  and  they  were  kept  in  apposition, 
sity  of  this  description.  The  most  perfect  If  we  can  believe  it  possible  for  an  aper. 
on  record,  perhaps,  is  given  by  Dr.  Baillie,  tun  to  exist  in  the  membranes,  we  can 
in  the  first  volume  of  the  Transactions  of  easilv  understand  how  a  junction  of  the 
a  Society  for  the  Improvement  of  Medical  two  bodies  might  occur, 
and  Surgical  Knowledge.  Richerand  tells  us.  **  by  placing  in  a 
I  ought,  perhaps,  gentlemen,  to  crave  confined  vessel  the  fecundated  ova  of  a 
your  pardon  for  having  dwelt  so  long  on  a  tench,  or  any  other  fish,  the  numerous 
•abject  ftom  which  no  practical  good  ap-  young  ones  which  are  fonned,  not  having 
pears  likely  to  result ;  but  its  interest  has  space  sufficient  for  their  growth,  adhere  to 


led  me  into  the  digression.    Besides,  by  each  other,  and  fishes  truly  monstrous  are 

studying  nature  in  her  imperfections  and  produced."   And  in  the  vegetable  kingdom 

insularities,  we  are  more  likely  to  arrive  it  is  not  very  unusual  for  two  fruits,  in 

at  some  knowledge  of  her  laws,  than  if  we  contact  and  cramped  in  their  growth,  to 

regard  her  only  m  her  healthy  condition,  unite  indissolubly.    Of  this  we  have  ex- 

Bv  learning  wnat  parts  she  can  dispense  amples  in  the  lemon,  and  nuts  on  the  table, 
with,  we  ascertain  those  organs  essential        iWatnMnt.—- As  far  as  our  practice  in  such 

to  existence ;  and  by  tracing  the  deviations  anomalous  cases  is  concerned,  I  have  but 

from  her  common  course,  we  may  perhaps  a  few  words  to  ofler.    It  is  yeiy  possible 

be  hereafter  led  to  a  more  correct  acquain-  we  might  any  of  us  be  deceived  in  mistak- 

tanoe  with  her  methodui  agmdi,  ing  the  presentation  of  the  head  of  an 

Origin.  —  It  is  not  my  intention   now  acephalous  child  for  some  other  part,  or  we 

to  enter  de^ly  into  the  disonisition  as  might  be  quite  at  a  loss  to  make  out  what  it 

to   the  origin  of  monstrous  formations;  was.  Under  such  circumstances,as  accurate 

if  time  permit  it,  I  may  hereafter,  when  an  examination  as  possible  of  all  the  body 

speaking   of  mtwm  matemui^    again    re-  within  reach  should  be  instituted,  and  pro- 

turn  to  the  subject,  particularly  as  re-  bably  one  or  other  of  the  features  might  be 

gards    the    probability    of    impressions  felt,  which  would  lead  us  to  a  correct  diag- 

made  upon  the  mother's  mind  influencing  nosis.    If  the  fcetus  be  deficient  in  the  size 

the  organization  of  the  fcetus  in  utero.  of  any  part,  or  in  its  members,  without  a 

But  1  may  cursorily  state,  with  regard  to  correspondent  enlargement  of  bulk  in  other 

deficient   and  redundant  monsters,  that  organs,  no  interference  can  be  required, 

some  snppose  the  germ,  before  impregna-  provided  the  pains  be  strong,  and  the  pel- 

tion,  is  improperiy  fonned ;  others,  that  it  ris  sufficientiy  roomy ;  but  if  it  be  douole, 

is  an  undue  admixture  of  prolific  parti>  or  excessive  in  development,  the  common 

cles  at  the  moment  of  fecundation ;  others,  ^nciples  before  laid  down  must  guide  us. 

that  monstrosity  has  taken  place  alter  The  varieties  of  monstrous  formations  in 

conception,  owing  to  some  irregular  vas-  excess  are  so  many  and  diversified,  that  it 

cular  excitement,  or  deficiency  of  nourish-  is  utterly  impossiole  to  lay  down  rules  to 

ment; — thus  the  vessels  of  ue  redundant  meet  airexigencles.  The  conduct  of  the  case, 

part  being  more  numerous,  and  more  ac-  therefore,  must  be  left  entirely  to  your 

tive  than  they  ought  to  be,  produce  an  ex-  own  judgment ;  and  the  welfare  of  your 

cessof  growtn,  whilst  those  of  the  deficient  patient  will  depend  on  the  correctness  of 

part   are  just  in  a  contrary  condition,  the  views  you  nave  formed  of  natural  and 

Where   a   connexion    of    two   children,  instrumen&l  delivery,  and  on  the  dexterity 

nearly  or  qnite  perfect,  exists,  I  cannot  you  may  have  acquired  by  practice.    I 

help  thinking  that  union  takes  place  not  need  not  remind  yon  that  the  inlknt,  if 

only  alter  fecundation,  but  after  the  fm*  bora  living,  however  horrible  its  form,  or 

tuses  have  grown  to  a  certain  size.    Take  however  nearly  assimilated  to  the  brute 

the  Siamese  twins,  or  the  preparation  on  creation  in  appearance,  must  be  preserved 

the  table,  as  examples.    I  presume  that  with  all  necessary  care.    Instances  have 

they  were  originally  true  twin  conceptions,  been  known  of  the  wilful  destruction  of 

but  that  the  membranes  which  ought  to  such  irrrgular  productions,  under  the  be. 

have  enveloped  each  body,  so  as  to  form  an  lief  that  the  law  authorises  their  being  put 

inseparable  oarrier  between  them,  were  im-  out  of  the  world ;  and  parties  have  been 

perfect,  and  that,  in  consequence,  the  bo.  arraigned  for  murder,  wno  had  ignorantiy, 

dies  were  allowed  to  come  into  close  con-  and  to  a  certain  extent  innocently,  acted 

tact  with  each  other ;  that  there  is  such  a  on  this  erroneous  impression, 
strong  formative  power  existing  in  the  vas. 
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EXTRACTS  tared  bj  the    towin|P-iiet  phj^rllotOBu, 

PKOM  A  smerdis  (Tolgaris).  bimiora,  sqoilUi,  &c. 

June  18tb ;  latitode  19  deir.  10  nin. 

JOURNAL  OF  NATURAL  HISTORY ;  gonth ;  lon^tude  32  dc^.  59mtii.  wcsL— 

Kepi  during  a  Voyage  from  E^land  to  New  ^^  ^^,^'^'  ?^V^^^^  «  the  towiDg-liet 

South  Wala,  Months reiJii  to  England,  ^evenl  specimens  of  smerdis  (annau?) 

by  way  <f  Btfteiwi,  P«rfir  Ctwu.  hnga-  «"«na  byalina    and  pbylloeoina  (com- 

iwrvy  4^  muoe).    Attached  to  one  of  the  smerdis 

was  a  filament  of  about  fourteen  inches 

Bt  George  Bennett,  Esq.  in  lenflrth,  atUched  to  the  thorax  of  the 

[Coiitlntte<lfromp.SM.]  animal:  when  in  the  water,  this  gela- 

^^  tinous    filament   is  much    cootiaeted. 

There  were  others  of  the  same  gosM 
June  Iftth ;  latitude  16  deg.  90  min.  that    had    this    filament    attached   to 
south,  longitude  33  deg.  34  min.  west,  the  thorax.    The  leng^  of  A.  hjralina 
Captured  in  the  towing  net.  in  the  eren-  was  two  inches ;  shell,  in  breadth,  nearlj 
ing,  a  laive  specimen   of  the  genus  3*10thsof  an  inch. 
Smerdis,  of  a  beautiful  vitreous  appear-  June  33d ;  latitude  20  deg.  28  min. 
ance.    Length  one  and  six-tenths  of  an  south ;  longitude  26  deg.  41  min.  west, 
inch ;  breadth  of  shield  seven-tenths  of  —An  albatross  ^.  exulans)  seen  this 
an  inch.    When  taken  out  of  the  glass  day;  the  first  during  the  voyage.    Tow- 
of  sea  water  in  which  I  had  first  placed  iug-net  overboard,  but  only  a  lew  sneci- 
it,  it  moved  by  a  few  leaps  or  spring;  mens  of  smerdis  (armata?)  capturea.  ^ 
it  survived  for  thirty  minutes  after  bemg  June  24th ;  latitude  30  deg.  14  mio. 
out  of  the  water.  south ;  longitude  25  Aett*  30  rain,  west 
The  instant  it  was  taken  out  of  the  —Light  airs,  nearly  calm.    This  mom- 
water,  it  would  dose  itself  by  bending  ing  our  attention  was  attracted  by  a 
the  tail  towards  the  inner  part  of  the  huge  whale,  which  moved  steadily  along, 
shield.    The  shield  u  partly  loose,  only  occasionallT  rising,  when  ite  huge  black 
being  attached  to  the  animal  by  one-  body  would  be  seen  emerging  from  the 
half  of  its  length.    The  spines  on  each  fathomless  deep.    On  rising,  it  blew, 
side  of  the  lower  part  of  Uie  shield  had  sending  out  a  small  quantity  of  water, 
a  pinkish  tinge  upon  them.    At  mid-  not  to  any  height,  but  in  a  bushy  form. 
night  I  captured   three  specimens  of  It  was  probably  a  physeter,  and  may 
Hyaliea  tridentata,  and  specimens  of  have  been  from  forty  to  fifty  feet  in 
the  S.  armata  of  Leach ;  also  two  smidl  length.    The  light  airs  and  smooth  sea 
species  of  squilla.    The  length  of  the  at  £e  time  gave  us  an  opportonity  but 
specimen  of  smerdis  was  eight-tenths  of  rarely  met  with  of  seeing  all  the  move- 
an  inch,  and  survived  out  of  the  water  ments  of  this  "  colossus  of  the  deep;** 
fifteen  minutes.    The  eyes  of  the  smerdis  and  it  was  an  interesting  sight 
were  of  a  fine^  golden  green  colour.  It  is  asserted  that  tie  back  of  the 
On  re-examination  of  the  specimen  of  whale  is  so  very  sensitive,  that  if  it 
smerdis  on  the  following  morning,  the  rises  under  and  merely  touches  the  boat, 
spines  of  the  head    and  shield    were  it  sinks  again  immediately ;  so  that  no 
lound  to  have  a  delicate  pinkish  tinge,  danger  is  dreaded  from  an  unwounded 
which  had  not  yet  fielded,  althou^  Uie  or  unirritated  animal  rising  nndemeatli 
animal  was  diy.     The  lower  edges  of  and  upsetting  a  boat 
the  shield  had  collapsed  inwardly,  ^v-  When  whales  are  seen,  it  is  usually 
ing  the  animal  an  appearance  as  if  it  expected  that  there  are  abundance  of 
had  been  pressed.    The  small  species  molluscous  animals  about    The  base 
of  smerdis  nad  not  the  pink  tinge  on  proceeding  from  a   column  of  water 
the  spines.  ^  In  the  large  specimen  there  thrown  up  br  a  whale^  has  been  seen  at 
are  four  spines  on  the  tail ;  two  short  a  distance  or  seven  miles,  and  remained 
anteriorly,    and    two  long  ones   pos-  by  the  watch  for  upwards  of  a  minute, 
teriorly.  llie  spermaceti  whale  spouts  the  co- 
June  17th;    lat   17  deg.    42  min.  lumnof  water  low,  and  in  a  bushy  mist; 
south ;  longitude,  32  min.  65  deg.  west,  the  black  whale  throws  it  up  like  a 
—A  few  flying-fish  seen  this  morning ;  J9t  if estc. 

the  flight  of  one  appeared  to  be  six  feet  A  few  pintados  or  Cape  petrels, "  Cape 

above  the  surface  of  the  water.    Cap-  pigeons,"  as  they  are  popularly  called. 
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were  about  the  Bhip  for  the  first  time  When  brought  on  board,  it  diicharged 

daring  the  TOjrage.  finom  the  moutn  a  auantity  of  masses  of 

June  36tb ;  latitude  30  deg.  01  min.  food,  mingled  with  oil.     After  twice 

south ;  longritnde  24  deg.  18  min.  west,  discharging  the  contents  of  Uie  stomach, 

—At  3  P.M.  the  towin^^net  captured^  a  it  ceased ;  but  after  death  a  quantity  of 

soKtary  moUoseous  animal,  wnieh  dif-  oil  would  dribble  from  the  beak,  if  the 

fered  nom  all  others  that  I  had  cap*  head  was  held  down, 

tured  or  seen  before.    In  length  it  waa  This  petrel  is  said  to  be  found  from 

sixteen  inches,  and  was  me^jr  a  fila-  24  deg.  to  60  deg.  south  latitude.  Wings 

ment  of  that  length,  to  which  at  irre-  crossed,   when    at  rest,  extending  to 

gular  distances  were  attached  several  about  an  inch  beyond  the  tail.    Tongue 

small  horn-shaped  bodies,  raiyin^  in  1  inch  and  1-lOthlong;  posterior  part 

length  from  2-oth8  to  3-8th8  of  an  mch  finely  dentated ;  form  obtuse ;  cesopha- 

in  length,  and  of  a  beautiful  and  deli*  gus  large,  longitudinal  folds  running 

cate  pink  colour,  which  soon  faded  after  down  the  interior;  the  oommeneement 

the  animal  was  taken.    The  portion  of  has  two  short  processes,  fringed  at  the 

the  animal  from  which    the   filament  edges,  and  directed  downwar£.    liTcr, 

proceeded  was  perfectly  globular,  about  two  lobes  nearly  equal  in  size,  right 

the  size  of  a  hemp  seed,  and  had  a  re*  probably  the  largest ;  a  small  narrow 

semblance  to  an  eye.    When  placed  in  fissure  at  the  inner  part  of  each  lobe, 

a  glass  of  sea-water,  it  did  not  display  very  distinct     The   intestines   had  a 

any  vitality.     This  curious  animal^  is  beautifully  imected  appearance ;    first 

probably  tne  Stephanomia  amphitritis  stomach  curved  from  lento  right:  a  line 

of  Peron.  of  demarcation  separates  Uie  oesophagus 

Several  luminous  salpae,  which  gave  from  the  first  stomach,  and  a  valvular 

out  a  quantity  of  phosjmoric  matter  on  apparatus  is  placed  at  the  opening  from 

being  rubbed  on  the  hand.    There  was  it  into  the  gizzard,  or  second  stomach : 

no  luminosity  of  the  ocean  this  nig^t,  bile  fine  grass-green.    The  seoond  sto. 

except  a  ligot  flash  at  very  long  inter-  mach  contained  a  quantity  of  the  b^ks 

vals,  probably  occasioned  by  the  imlpm.  of  cuttle-fish,  intermingled  with  much 

June  28th ;  latitude  30  deg.  38  min.  oily    and   fatty   substance.      Kidneys 

south ;  longitude  21  deg.  10  min.  west,  of  a  dark  chocolate  colour,  three  lobed ; 

^-Several  whales  about  the  ship.    The  anterior  the  largest    Pancreas  placed 

spouted  water   rose  in  a  misty  form,  in  the  fold  of  the  first  convolution  of 

which  remained,  borne  before  the  wind,  the  intestines;  long,  whitish   colour; 

yisible  for  ten  seconds  before  it  was  divided  into  two  unequal  lobes,  both 

dissipated.  sending  an  excretory  duct,  which  opens 

Jiuy  2nd ;  latitude  30  deg.  15  min.  into  the  intestines  at  about  the  second 
south ;  longitude  17  deg.  9  min.  west  curvature.  Gall-bladder  is  placed  in  a 
—Cape  petrels  numerous.  Albatrosses  little  depression  on  the  right  lobe,  but 
have  been  rare.  One  of  the  Cape  pe*  unattached  to  it  The  gland  over  the 
trels  was  captured  this  morning  by  a  orbit  is  situated  partly  in  a  semi-lunar 
small  hooked  line  from  the  stem,  it  is  narrow  depression  over  the  orbit,  and 
the  damier^  or  petrel  du  Cap^  of  the  partly  on  a  dense  membrane  continuous 
French ;  peintada^  of  the  Portuguese ;  irom^  the  maigin  of  this  depression,  ez« 
ProeelUria  CtmemU^  of  Linnseus ;  par*  tending  over  the  eye,  attached  by  two 
dela.  of  the  Spaniards.  Head  dusky  orbital  processes,  completing  tiie  supe- 
black;  breast  white;  back,  neck,  upper  rior  part  of  the  orbit  Wby^  we  may 
part  of  the  tail  and  wings,  beautitully  inquire,  is  part  of  this  cavity  mem- 
spotted  with  black.  Leng^  of  the  spe-  branous  ana  partly  bony  P  A  very 
cimen,  14  inches ;  expansion  of  wings,  dense  fascia  covers  the  glands  on  each 
2  feet,  8  inches.  Bill  black ;  length,  side,  at  the  same  time  oeiug  continued 
1  inch  and  d-lOths.  Length  of  the  leg  over  other  portions  of  the  head,  and  ap- 
to  end  of  middle  toe,  4  inches  and  1-lOth.  pears  to  bind  the  glands  firmly  in  their 
Breadth  of  foot,  2  inches  and  4-lOths.  situation. 

Le^  black ;    foot  black,  spotted  with  On  the  body  of  the  animal,  among 

while,  particularly  near  the  edges  of  the  the  feathers,  were  numerous  parasites  of 

toes,    Down  unaemeath  tbe  feathers,  two  genera ;  one  appearing  to  belong 

blackish ;  skin  white ;  tail  feathers  black  to  ricinus^  and   the  other  probably  a 

at  the  tips;  tail  rounded.  pyroput.    The  second  were  most  nu- 
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merous,  of  yery  minute  size;  tbe  first  the  ship  this  daj  had  tlie  plumaf^ of  the 

was  larger,   bein^   rather  more    than  back  as  if  spnnkled  witii  snow,  which 

1-lOth  of  au  inch  in  length.  appearances  were  probabl j  the  effects 

July  dOth ;  latitude  40  deg.  35  min.  of  ttge. 

south;  longitude  75  deg.  14  min.  east.  April  10th;  latitude  40  deg.  56 min. 

.—The  Cape  petrels,    before  so  abun-  sontb,  longitude  130  deg.  SO  mtn.  east. 

daut,  were  now  rare.    I  only  saw  one  —Albatrosses  still  about  tbe  ship.     I  re- 

or  two  fljing  about  the  ship  this  day.  mark  that  in  calm  weather,  or  when  the 

These  buds,  when  flying,  have    one  wind  is  light,  these  birds  alight  oo  the 

longitudinal  black  mark  on  the  upper  water  to  take  their  food ;  but  daring 

parts  of  the  wings,  and  the  margins  of  strong  breezes  they  seize  the  floating 

the  wings  are  black  all  round.  object  remaining  on  the  wing. 

Augfnst  14th. — Several  of  D.  fuligi-  We  lost  the  albatrosses  April  2l8t,  in 

nosa  about  the  ship :  lately  they  have  latitude  34  deg.  58  min.  south,  kngi- 

appeared  of  smaller   size  and  lighter  tude  117  deg.  5  min.  east 

hue  than  those  before  seen;   peniaps  I  have  o&n  remarked,  that  when  near 

young  birds.  land  (except  among  desert  rocky  islands). 

The  albatross  seen  with  a  white  bodj  the  albatrosses  or  petrels  that  may  hie 

and  black  tips  to  the  wings,  is  consi-  about  seldom  or  never  follow  the  ship, 

dered  by  liCsson  a  young  specimen  of  the  as  the  v  are  accustomed  to  do  when  at 

large  white  or  wandering   albatross  ;  sea ;  they  disregard  the  presence  of  the 

latitude  40  deg.  43  min.  south ;  longi-  vessel,  and  are  apparentl  v  more  intent 

tude  130  deg.  50  min.  east  in  seeking  their  food  on  tne  surface  of 

August  19th ;  latitude  40  deg.  30  min.  the  water,  as  they  fly  very  low. 

south ;  lonjgi^itude^  138  deg.  3  min.  east ;  We  did  not  see  a  single  specimen  of 

King's  Island  distant  368  miles.'^We  the  Cape  petrel  (P.  capensis.)    We  saw 

have  this  day  been  almost  deserted  by  our  numbers  when  we  passed  this  way  in 

feathered  visitors :  for  the  last  few  days  Angost,  both  to  the  east  and  west  of 

but  few  have  followed  the  ship :  only  Bass's  Straits.    The  reason  most  proba- 

one  albatross,  (of  browner  plumage,  but  ble  to  be  (^iven  for  it  is,  that  they  retire 

same  size  as  soadicea)  has  been  seen,  during  this  season  of  the  year  to  the 

and  a  solitaiy  whale  bird  this  day.  rocky  islets,  for  the  purpose  of  breeding. 

August  20th ;  latitude  40  deg.  34  min.  On  the  2d  of  May,  in  latitude  23  deg. 

south;  longitude  141  deg.  19  min.  east  11  min.  south,  ana  longitude  109  deg. 

— Several  albatrosses   idN>ut   the  ship  east,  off  the  coast  of  New  HoUand,  a 

(New  Holland  species) ;  a  solitary  Cape  number  of  specimens  of  Zoea  pdagica 

petrel,  and  a  few  whale  birds.  were  captured.    The  body  was  trmnspa- 

On  making  King^s  Island,  on  the  rent,  eyes  of  a  beautiful  ultra-manne 
2l8t  August,  Uie  species  of  tern,  with  a  blue,  with  three  spots  of  a  similar  co- 
hurried  flight,  called  ^  king  birds,"  lour  nearly  joined,  situated  at  the  base 
were  seen ;  out  these  birds,  (which  are  of  ^  the  dorsal  spine.  Dorsal  spine  and 
not  seen  out  of  sight  of  land,  except  spiniform  rostrum  clubbed  ;  the  clubbed 
blown  off),  88  well  as  the  albatrosses,  extremities  were  of  a  pinkish  colour, 
as  we  near  the  land,  do  not  fly  after  the 

ship  as  before,  but  skim  tne  surface  inches, 

of  the  water  to  some  distence  to  wind-  ^^f«^>  including  the  long  ipiniform 

wanlandleewaidoftheship.  iI^^r^^A''^'^^!!^  4 

NoCape^petrekwe^se^ithisday:  i^g  ^f  JL' i^Slfor,^;;jm  ! !  J .'    J 

but  on   arriving   to    the  eastward   of    LatSalspine | 

®^l*f^*f  ^^^fi^^JV**"?"!-,     ,      Length  of  the  body | 

I  left  Sydney  on  the  14th  of  March.  o                   j                               s 

1833.     The  New  Holland  species  of  These   Crustacea  were   captured   in 

albatross  was   usually  about  die  ship  great  numbers  on  this  day ;  and  when 

since  leaving  Sydney.  placed  in  a  glass  of  water,  moved  about 

March  27th ;  latitude  44  deg.  23  min.  oy  aid^  of  the  tail,  with  great  rapidity 

south,  longitude  145  deg.  48  min.  east  of  motion. 

— Sooty  albatrosses  very  numerous  about  May  7th. — ^A  number  of  '*  boobies** 

tbe  ship ;  their  range  does  not  appear  to  flying  about ;  some  occasionally  near 

extend  further  to  the  eastward  than  144  but  most  of  them  at  some  distance  from 

or  146  degrees.    Several  of  those  about '  the  ship :  there  appears  to  be  two  species, 
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one  bayinf^  the  whole  of  the  body  white,  on  the  back,  abdomen  silveiy,   and  a 

exceut  tbe  tips  of  the  wings,  which  are  species  of  synfmathus,  or  pipe-fish,  3{ 

black,  and  the  under  simaces  of  the  inches  in  leng^. 

wings  are  speckled  with  black ;    the  Latitude  8  deg.  6  min.  S. ;  lonfjfitude 

other  species  is  not  quite  so  large,  and  106  deg.  7  min.  £.,  a  "  booby  *'  was 

has  the  plumage  of  a  sooty  colour :  they  caught ;    which    may    be    the  species 

go  down  upon  the  water  to  feed,  and  *' maculatus,'*  but  differs  At)m  it,  as  well 

skim  close  to  the  surface  for  the  most  of  as  from  other  species,  in  having  light 

the  time.    They  appear  to  be  the  species  oranj^e-coloured  feet  and  legs.    Its  di- 

P.  sula  and  fiber  of  Xdnnceus — ^the  latter  mensions  were  as  follows  ^ — 
the  brown  booby.    In  the  eyening  none 


were  seen ;   I  suppose  they  had  retired    .       ,,   -  ,      .        -     ,  ^ 

to  roost  on  Chrwtmas  Island,  which  at    H"^!?'"^??l?f°l**X®  ^^^H 
«  -  -  «. K^..*  Ai\  ^:i^  j:./.».     u^*        to  the  end  of  tbe  tail S 


Ft.  Indies. 
2    3 


pen,  5    ^ 

h 4  ^  "^ 


1     3 


6  p.M  was  about  40  miles  distant.    Not  Lewf^jj  ^f  rhe  beak  0    34 

one  came  near  or  jdighting  about  the  ExiSinsion  of  wingii  wh^n^ij^i",  5    ^ 

ship,  as  IS  usual  with  these  birds,  and  LeSth  of  the  first  joint  of  the  f 

for  which  they  have  acquired  their  popu-        wing ,, 

lar  appellation.  LengS  of  the  second  joinV 

May  8th ;  latitude  0  deg.  36  min.        the  wing  __  ^ 

south;  lon^tudel05deg.9min.east-*  Leng^  of  the  third,  or  pen-5 
Captured,  in  the  evening,  specimens  of       feather  joint,  (fonrUi  joint) . .  $ 

the  genera  salpa,  smerdis,  phyllosoma.  Breadth  between  the  wings.. ••  0    2f 

alima,   porpita,  physalia,  and  several  Length  of  the  tail 0  104 

small  fish  ;  one  of  the  phyllosoma  was  ^°»3"  **^  rlt^^^T,  tothe  termi-P    q    ^ 

of  large  size,  and  differa  from  the  pub.  p^"*^°?  ^^  ^fv""^*?*^--'-^    «    ^ 

lishSVpecies;  in  having  the  first  piir  of  Expansion  of  the  web    0    3 

legs  very  slender,  and  destitute  of  the        The  first  pen-feather  is  the  longest, 

usual  appendages :  with  r^pect  to  the  The  upper  part  of  the  head  and  neck  is 

antennae,  it  resembles  the  P.  laticomc  of  a  dirty  white  or  pale  yeUowish  co- 

of  Leach;  thejomtsare  of  a  bright  red  lour.     Back,  upper  part  of  the  Uil, 

colour;  it  measured—  and  wing  coverts,  of  a  speckled  cine- 

_        V    #  L   1.  J  incbM.  ritious  colour.    Breast,  aodomen,  and 

Length  of  the  body SJ  urupigum,  white.    A  bare  space  round 

f'*!??*  ^♦i*'*   *  ^  r": f  the  eyes,  of  a  light-blue  colour.    Middle 

Length  of  the  external  antenns    ....    4  tail-feather  the  longest,  and  projects  two 

With  this  specimen,  two  legs  also,  inches  beyond  the  others.    Irides  pale- 

with  red  joints,  were  captured,  appear-  brown;     oill  blackish;    face  reddish; 

ing  to  belong  to  a  much  larger  species ;  feet  of  a  light  orange  colour,  as  also 

the  longest  was  3(  inches  long,  the  the  legs.     Under  parts  of  the  wings 

other  3  inches.    I  have  preserved  them  white,  speckled  with  black.    The  spe- 

in  a  dried  state.    Among  others  cap-  cimen  was  a  male.    In  its  stomach  was 

tured  were  a  small  red  species  of  cancer,  a  quantity  of  very  small  beaks  of  a  spe- 

seyeral    small  physalia,  specimens    of  cies  of  sepia. 

alima  hyalina  and  phyllosoma  clavi-        May  10th,  latitude  7  deg.  6  min.  S. ; 

come  or  Leach,  and  two  specimens  of  longitude  106  deg.  20  min.  £. ;  several 

byalcea,of  a  fine  pink  colour.  specimens  of  alima  hyalina  were  cap- 

I  have  never  yet  succeeded  in  cap-  tured,and  also  one  of  those  ribbon-shaped 

turing  the  phyllosoma,  or  leaf  insects,  molluscous  animals,  seemingly  allien  to 

by  daylight:    we  must  therefore  regurd  the  leptocephalus  of  Shaw,  measuring 

t£em  as  night  insects.  &k  inches  m  length.     It  had  a  slight 

May  9th. — Towing  net  in  the  even-  vermiform  motion    when    first  placed 

injg,  9  P.M. :  numerous  large  specimens  in  the  water,  and  I  thought  the  gills 

ofalima  hyalina,  several  of  which  had  a  expanded,  as  in  fish.    It  oied  in  a  few 

very    long  filament  attached  to  them  seconds  aher  its  removal  from  the  water, 
(similar  to  what  I  had  before  seen  on        The  minute  black  spots  down    the 

the  voyage  out,  attached  to  some  other  centre  and  back  of  the  leptocephalus  (?) 

cmstaceous  animals) ;  also  specimens  of  is  more  distinct  in  the  specimen  I  cap- 

pbylloaoina  clavicomis  and  commune  of  tured  last  night  (10th)  than  I  have  seen 

Leach ;   some  specimens  of  luminous  it  in  those  before  taken, 
salpie.    A  small  fish,  one  inch  and  a        There  is  evidently  more  luminosity  of 

half  in  length,  of  a  bluish-green  colour  the  ocean  seen  at  one  season  of  the  year 
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than  at  another,  and  very  probably  de-  of  the  heart  are  neither  owing'  to  the 

pending  on  the  migration  or  the  animals  action  of  the  blood  on  the  heart  or  fiTreat 

ivhich  produce  the  beautiful  oceanicphos-  vessels,  nor  to  anj  movement  of  the 

phorescence.    Passing  down  the  straits  cardiac  valves,  but  that  they  arise  from 

of  "Malacca,  in  July  and  August,  there  two  distinct  shocks  which  the  organ 

were  only  a  few  scintillations  upon  the  communicates  to  the  walls  of  the  chest ; 

surface  of  the  water;  not^the  extreme  one  of  them  being  produced  bjrtbe  apex 

degree  of  brilliancy  witnessed  in  the  at  the  moment  or  toe  contraction  of  the 

same  localities  at  otner  seasons.  ventricles,  the   other   by  the  aaterior 

Naturalists  are  not  yetsatisfied  with  the  surface  of  the  heart  the  nmiieat  the 

cause  even  of  the  luminosity  in  the  glow-  ventricles  are  dilated.    Now,  if  the  me- 

worms,  fire-fires,  or  luminous  centipedes;  chai|im  of  these  sounds  be  really  thus 

and  when  the  discovery  of  the  cause  of  simple,  may  we  not  hope  to  arrive  at 

the  luminous  appearance  in  those  in-  a  plausible  explanation  of  the  numerous 

sects    remains  nidden    from   us,    why  modifications  of  them,  caused  by  di»- 

should  we  be  surprised  at  our  not  being  ease,  and  diflTering  in  frequency,  inten. 

as  yet  able  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  sity,  and  other  cireumstances,— modifi- 

so  many  of  the  marine  animals  being  cations  which  begin  to  be  every  day 

endowed  with  a  similar  property  for  more  and  more  appreciated,  as  bj^  tbem 

some  **  all.wise  purpose  ?**  the  physician  is  able  to  distinguish  the 

I  have  seen  tne  luminous  centipede,  various  organic  lesions  of  the  heart  ? 

in  many  of  the  tropical  islands  of  the  This  is  the  question  that  M.  Magendie 

Southern  Pacific  Ocean,  giving  out  their  undertakes  to  answer  in  the  present  part 

beautiful  emerald  green  Tight  of  colour,  of  his  memoir. 

at  times  more  or  less  vi?ia,  having  also  The  chief  varieties  in  the  sounds  of 
a  peculiar  odour.  When  this  phosphoric  the  heart,  produced  by  disease,  have  re- 
matter  is  rubbed  oflf  from  the  insect  ference  to  their  frequency,  their  regu- 
upon  the  fingers,  it  smells  not  unlike  l^rity,  or  their  intensity.  As  to  the 
muriatic  acid.  In  this,  as  well  as  in  all  frequenc;^,  this  depends  purely  on  the 
the  luminous  animals,  it  can  be  readily  acceleration  or  retardation  of  the  souuds 
rubbed  off  upon  the  hand.  of  the  heart:   the  same  is  nearly  the 

I  have  been  informed  that  about  a  ship,  case  with  respect  to  the  intensity ;  and 
when  on  the  Malabar  coast,  a  luminous  every  moral  or  organic  cause  which 
appearance  was  seen  around  the  vessel,  augments  the  force  of  the  shocks  of  the 
giving  out  vivid  flashes  of  phospho-  heart,  striking-  against  the  thoracic 
rescence,  and  extending  for  a  short  dis-  parietes,  will  increase  the  intensity  of 
tance  around,  whilst  Uie  whole  of  the  the  sounds.  So  considerable  sometimes 
other  parts  of  the  ocean  around  was  is  this  increase,  that  the  sounds  of  the 
wrapped  in  darkness.  This  singular  heart  may  be  heard  at  some  distances- 
appearance  was  observed  in  three  s^  in  an  adiacent  room,  for  example ;  and 
parate  instances  during  the  niffht;  but,  they  wiU  communicate  to  the  bed  and 
excepting  these  perio£,  no  otner  lumi*  alcove,  in  which  the  patient  may  be 
nosity  was  observed  upon  the  ocean.  ^J^^gf  a  ^ery  sensible  vibration. 

[To  be  conttflaed.]  ^   luBtances  of  this  nature  are  observed 

in  those  persons  whose   hearts  strike 

""""""""^  with  force  against  spacious  and  sonorous 

ON  TBI  chests,  occasioning  sounds  the  intensity 

wniTAWTciLr  rkr^rrvTi:*  arkTTi^Txo /m:.  ®^   which    indicates    the    violence    of 

MECHANISM  OF  THE  SOUNDS  OF  the  shocks  which   produce  them,  and 

THE  HEART;  physical  qualities  of  the  body  that  re- 

Being  the  Analyui  of  the  Second  Part  of  a  <^*^««  *^®  shock.     When,  on  the  other 

MemMr  read  before  the  Academy  of  Seieneei  hand,  the  pulsations  of  the  heart  are 

of  Paris,  llth  Auguet  1884.  yeiy  feeble  or  almost  imperceptible,  as 

„    ^  --.  is  often  observed  in  the  blue  stage  of 

Br  M.  Magbndib,  cholera,  the  sounds  of  the  organ  can 

Member  of  the  iniUtoie  of  Pranct ,  ftc  no  longer  be  heaid.    These  souiSs,  how- 

ever,    are   sometimes  inaudible,   even 

In  the  fi»t  part  of  his  memoir*  the  Uul.^f^'Jt^^  T^  regularly  in 

•..*k^*  .>*«^»«»L  *^ *!.  *  *i!  J  It*  functions,  and  continues  to  mam. 

author  attempu  to  prove  that  the  »ound»  tain  the  ciKilation  unimpaiwd.    Thi. 

*  Med.  ou.  prcNnt  vol.  p.  4W.  ia  a  lact  which,   on  most  of  the  hy. 
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potheses  that  have  been  offered,  ap-  the  second  haTine^  completely  disap- 
pears to  be  inexplicable.  Surely,  if  peared.  The  detaus  of  the  post-mortem 
these  sounds  were  produced  by  any  me-  examination  explain  why  one  of  the 
chanism  within  tne  heart,  'it  could  sounds  was  suppressed,  wnile  the  other 
scarcely  happen  that  while  the  organ  was  maintained.  Experiments  also  on 
coutinued  to  act,  and  that  too  with  great  living  animals  support  M.  Mag-endie's 
energy,  they  should  become  impercepti-  views.  Thus,  if  tne  heart  be  held  close 
ble.  The  onlv  way  of  accounting  for  it,  to  the  chest,  by  means  of  a  finger  intro- 
would  be  to  allow  that  the  surrounding  duced  into  die  sternal  cavity,  the  sounds 
parts  have  become  unfit  for  the  trans-  are  no  longer  heard, 
mission  of  sonorous  vibrations, — which  In  the  nrst  part  of  the  memoir,  it  was 
seems  not  Yerr  admissible.  In  the  new  shewn  that  if  oy  any  means  the  contact 
theory,  on  tne  contrary,  the  circum-  of  the  heart  with  the  walls  of  the  chest 
stance  offers  no  difliculty.  The  causes  be  prevented,  the  sounds  of  the  organs 
which  operate  in  the  prevention  of  the  are  not  produced.  Now  certain  condi- 
heart's  sounds  are  vanous,  but  all  re-  tions  of  the  parts  contained  in  the  pec- 
ducible  ultimately  4o  the  suppression  toral  cavity  may  give  occasion,  In  the 
of  the  shock  against  the  wails  of  the  ordinary  state  of  health  of  the  indivi- 
thorax.  dual,  to  the  same  result  as  is  obtained  in 

Thus,  in  hypertrophy  of  the  heart,  the  experiments  on  animals  when  a  me- 
when  the  disorder  is  in  its  first  stag^,  chanical  obstacle  is  inteniosed.  Thus, 
there  is  for  a  time  a  gradual  increase  in  let  a  portion  of  the  left  lung  be  founa 
the  intensity  of  the  sounds,  which  evi-  habitually  situated  between  we  apex  of 
dently  fesults  from  the  continuallv  in-  the  heart  and  that  spot  which  is  com- 
creasmg  shocks  in  consequence  of  the  monly  struck  by  it,  and  the  cushion  thus 
enlargement  of  the  volume,  and  the  formed  will  dull  or  destroy  the  sound 
augmentation  of  the  contractile  energy  which  would  otherwise  be  produced, 
of  the  organ.  But  the  time  comes  when  This  cause,  however,  but  seldom  inter- 
tbe  force  of  the  heart's  contraction  con-  feres,  for  the  lung  is  very  rarely  placed 
tinuing  to  increase,  and  becoming  ex-  between  the  parts  from  the  shock  of 
cessive,  the  cardiac  sounds  are  no  longer  which  the  sonnd  results :  but  other  sub- 
heard;  yet  the  ventricles  contract  and  stances  of  a  morbid  origin  may  be 
dilate,  tne  blood  enters  them  and  is  ex-  placed  in  that  situation.  In  a  young 
pelled,  the  circulation  is  complete  and  woman,  for  example,  who  died  at  four- 
very  active :  if  the  hand  be  applied  to  and-twenty,  of  a  congenital  affection  of 
the  chest,  violent  inipulses  are  felt ;  the  the  heart,  the  first  sound  alone  was 
chest  itself  is  visibyr  shaken.  But  the  audible.  On  examination  after  death, 
volume  of  the  heart  is  now  so  fip^at,  that  it  appeared  that  the  suppression  of  the 
there  is  no  gpace  left  between  it  and  the  other  was  owing  to  tlie  presence  of 
walls  of  the  thorax.  Hence  it  is  that  albuminous  layers,  arising  from  an  old 
there  is  no  shock,  in  the  proper  sense  of  pericarditis,  ana  which  envelopedalmost 
the  word ;  there  cannot,  therefore,  be  a  all  the  heart  except  its  apex, 
sound.  But  if,  bv  well-directed  treat-  Accumulations  of  fluid  in  the  mem- 
ment,  we  succeed  in  diminishing  the  brane  which  surrounds  the  heart  do  not 
volume  of  the  organ,  a  space  again  oc-  in  general  obstruct  the  sounds.  «This  is 
curs  between  the  heart  and  the  parietes  because,  in  fact,  there  is  nothins*  to  im- 
of  the  chest ;  and  consequently  the  shock  pede  those  sounds :  there  is  nowing  to 
is  renewed  and  the  sound  is  heard.  present  an  obstacle  to  the  movements 

Another  cause  of  a  verj  different  de-  of  the  organ  immersed  in  fluid,  and 

scription,  which  operates  m  keeping  the  moving  without  difficulty, as  longas  the 

heart  applied  to  the  chest,  and  thus  ex-  accumulation  is  not  excessive.^    When, 

tinguisDing  its  sounds,  is  the  presence  of  however,  it  becomes  so,  the  fluid  throwa 

a  fluid  effused  in  the  right  side  of  the  back  the  base  of  the  organ,  keeps  it  at 

chest,  which  occasions  a  pressure  a^^aiust  a  considerable  distance  from  the  ster- 

the  organs  contained  in  the  cavity  of  num,  and  prevents  both  the  shock  and 

the  left.    M.  Magendie  has  had  an  op-  the  noise. 

portunit^  lately,  at  the  Hotel  Dieu,  of  This  remarkable  fact  was  noticed  by 

recognizing  a  case  of  this  kind ;  it  was  Laennec,who,  however,  did  not  venture 

that  of  a  woman  who,  lid>ourinff  under  to  give  a  reason  for  it,  as  it  was,  indeed, 

considerable    hydro-thorax,    only    pre-  inexplicable  on  his  hypothesis.     The 

sented  the  first  sound,  that  of  the  apex,  hypothesis  of  Laennec  would  have  led  to 
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conjectures  more  nearly  approaching  the  attention  to  the  mechanism  of  the  sonnds 

truUi,ifit  were  sought  to  explain  the  sup-  of  the  heart    They  are  certainly  not 

pression  or  modification  of  the  soands  rery  numerous,  compared  with  what  I 

arising  from  other  causes.  Thus,inacase  might  hare  observea  in  a  longer  period 

observed  by  M.  Magendie,  the  sound  of  of  time,  for  the  deviations  in  tne  j>hysi- 

the  apex  persisted ;  but  instead  of  the  cal  changes  of  the  heart  are  multiplied ; 

other  sound,  there  was  heard  a  rubbing  yet,  whatever  may  be  their  number,  they 

noise  (de  froitement),  which  was  evi-  all,  as  it  may  be  seen,  coincide  so  com- 

dently  produced  the  moment  the  blood  pletely  with  my  theoiy,  that,  whether 

entered  the  ventricles.    After  death,  it  taken  together  or  apart,  diey  stronglj 

was  found,  as  the  observer  susnected,  tend  to  support  it.    I  have  by  no  means 

that  the^  anormal  bruU  dei>endea  on  a  yet  concluded  (adds  the  author);  I  have 

contraction  of  the  right  auriculo-ventri-  still  more  to  ao,  but  time  must  supply 

cular  aperture.    In  consequence  of  this,  me  with  the  means.    I  have  more  espe- 

the  blood,  in  penetrating  the  cavity,  cially  to  examine  the  accidental  sounds 

I  proceeded  slowly,  and  caused  the  pecu-  whidi  are  occasionally  developed  in  the 
iar  sound  alluded  to— but  no  diocK.  heart  and  great  vlisels,  in  consequence 
The  author  thinks  this  rather  a  rare  of  certain  disorders ;  and  I  have  to  re- 
modification  ;  for  he  has  never  met  with  duce  them  to  the  general  laws  of  the 
it  more  than  once.    There  is,  however,  production  of  sound.    There  are  in  my 
another,  which  is  more  frequent,  and  possession  at   present,   a  considerable 
forms,  as  it  were,  a  kind  of  counter-  number  of  facts  illustrative  of  this  new 
part.    Here  the  sound  of  the  body  of  and  curious  subject,  on  which  I  have 
the  heart  is  normal,  but  that  of  the  apex  made  several  experiments;  and  I  shall 
is  either  altogether  inaudible  or  replaced  have  the  honour,  on  a  future  occasion, 
bjr  a  well-marked  rubbing  souna.    In  of  presenting  the  results  to  the  Aca- 
this  modification  the  blood  readily  en-  demy  in  a  special  memoir*, 
ters    the    ventricles;   hence  the  clear  ■ 
sound  :  but  it  does  not  pass  without  dif-  STRUCTURE  OF  THE  NERVOUS 
ficulty  into  the  aorta,  in  consequence  of  SYSTEM 
a  contraction  of  that  vessel,  or  some 
irregularity  about  the  sigmoid  valves;  _          __             _ 
hence  the  passage  of  the  blood  being  ^^  ^^  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 
no  longer  instantaneous,   there  is  no  Sir 

longer  a  smart  check  caused  bv  the  cross  t«    •  ^..I     u  <_  ^    r  rk     \r     _* 

of  a>e  aorta-a  check  which.  In  the  nor-  I"  J^ °"!  5^*?"*  "^  "''.  M««;Tt««y'« 

mal  state  of  the  onpui.  caniU  the  apex  ftT7,J^^\^'^'^,  ^\^t^*^^^ 

forwaid  and  impelTit  iningt  the  chWt.  **  Yf^""*  system   it  is  stated,  «  The 

A  ca«,  w«i  obse^red  atSe  Hotel  K  "1^""L'°*''*""rl  "  perradinjf  the 

by  M.  Ma^ndie,  which  seemed  to  di.  ^"^  »ubstanee  of  the  bram,  uiifsup- 

pind  on  cSditiois  somewhat  mon>  com-  t^«T  i.?!  'if"*.  ?*»«"•"»'»?   »« 

plicated.    There  was  found,  1st,  a  com-  1^7  P?"'  K"  •'•'"f  f<>«  «»««P«i  Ac 

plete    impeiceptibility   of 'the^  second  ^^S!!^X^\j/:T^?'^'   '°1   ^'^ 

sound ;    illy,  m  extreme    feebleness,  ^;  ** /»5*  "  ^'^'^^  »«  •*  »"<* 

and  s<Uetii^;i  absence,  of  tbefirst-in  ^T  *'*  •»«=''  •  mcmbnme  must 

the  place  of  which  was  heard  a  distinct        tL' u-.«i.  __«'.i-j  nt^       ^ 

noii^  of  rubbing,  the  moment  the  blood  „i"  '^^\.ut>^^,?)!n^T  *" 

entered  the  aortk.    Now  the  second  of  pu™!!„^^^.?J  SfL-^J?*  ^.k*^^* 

these  facts  is  explicable  enough  on  the  ,„T  & J^  1  i^u^^' "  JiSS  ^T 

preceding  hypoth^U;  but  whft  was  the  fT^Il^'I^l"^  "   **^  .^T 

lauseofthelSrat  phenomenon?    There  J>M«^«»_  «penmente     are     related, 

?Sttutd1ve"r?wh^  a'J!^  ^^I  diHded  a  portion  of  the  medulla 

a  hydA,pericardium ;  anJ,  accordhjly;  TXT^  pC^^Z^  '^ST^  1** 

but  two  suppositions   remain -efihOT  5f„?D    PJiy™***!"*'";     After   some 

that  there  hiTbeen  old  pericaidiS.  or  tl'l^,  meduUaiy  matter  appeared  to 

there  is  a  dilataUon  of  throrST    '  ^^J^^^J  7^^  ^  #»  ""»*'  *• 

Such,  says  the  author,  are Te  clinical  "  J^^ffi  tb^^^^^  r'J'f*"'* 

facts  of  aLy  importance  which    hare  »"'P«'d«^  ">  the  ^»^  so  as  to  form 

been  presented  to  me  since  I  turned  my  *  joonal  BtMomaMrc, 
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a  fluid  like  milk.  What  remained,  had 
the  appearance  of  membrane.  I  sus- 
pended this  in  water,  and  found  it  to  be 
that  beautiful  and  cellular  structure 
which  I  have  just  mentioned  fin  the 
preceding-  page.)  I  aflerwards  put 
other  portions  oi  the  spinal  marrow 
into  liquor  potassfle  for  twenty-four 
and  forty-eight  hours;  I  then  washed 
them  with  water,  so  as  to  dislodge  part 
of  the  medulla,  and  immediately  after 
put  them  into  rectified  spirit  of  wine, 
which  hardened  the  meaullary  matter 
left  in  the  membranes;  I  then  suspended 
them  in  water,  and  found  the  same 
beautiful  and  cellular  structure  empty, 
and  continued  from  the  portions  con- 
taining the  medullary  matter.  After  I 
had  done  this  in  the  ox,  I  could  make 
out  the  same  structure  in  the  human 
subject  The  cineritious  substance  is 
far  more  delicate  than  the  medullary. 
The  same  structure  exists  in  the  brain, 
but  it  is  yery  difficult  to  make  out  so  dis- 
tinctly."— Jremain,  sir, 

Vourmost  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Swan. 

6,  TATlatock- Square, 
SepU  la,  Itf84. 
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AKn  OPINIONS  ON  THE  FUNCTIONS  OP  THE 

FIFTH  AND   8ETENTH    PAIRS   OF 

CBREBKAL  NERVES. 

Br    G.    Negri,  M.D. 
[Coniluued  from  p.  d48.] 

Bellinger^t  Opinion*  on  the  Functions 
of  the  Ganglionic  Portion  of  the 
Fifth.^Pan  III. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  preceding  ar- 
ticle, we  left  Bellin^eri  when  be  was 
just  going  to  take  into  consideration 
what  share  the  ganglionic  portion  of  the 
fifth  has  over  the  sense  of  tact  of  the 
face,  and  over  those  of  smell  and  taste : 
to  this  interesting  part  of  our  subject  I 
shall  at  once  proceed. 

Sensus  communis  tactus  undequaqne 
per  faciem,  et  late  per  totam  externam 
corjforis  superficiem  diffusus.  Obscurus 
est  m  capiUata  capitis  regione,  exqubi- 

366.— XIV. 


tissimus  in  tunica  oouli  adnata,  mem- 
brana  pituitaria  proprio  donatur  tactu, 
est  et  in  palato,  dentes  carere  videntur, 
sed  tactus  peculiarem  habent  speciem, 
labia  delicatulo  admodum  fruuntur  tactu, 
lingua,  et  exquisite  non  solum  tactu,  sed 
et  gustu  pollet,  gens,  et  fronssuum  pos- 
sident  non  mecnocrem  tactum,  habent 
tempera,  et  externa  auris,  levem  quidem 
in  statu  salutis,  acutissimus  tamen 
aurium  sensus  est  sub  morbo.  Sed  me- 
moratis  in  partibus  tactus  a  quinto,  an 
a  septimo  perficitor  ? — (P.  169.) 

Cui  ut  respondeam,  inprimis  ani- 
madverto  cum  clar.  Magendie,  dis. 
tinctionem  esse  ponendam  in  sensu  tac- 
tus, communem  scilicet  omnibus  ani- 
mantibus,  et  per  omnem  externam 
hominis  superficiem  extensum,  quo  cor- 
porum  contactum,  et  temperiei  potiores 

modificationes  dignoscimus; tactum 

communem  latine  indicabtmus,  quern 
non  ad  animales  proprie  dictos  sensus 
referimus,  sed  ad  sensum  communem, 
vel  organicum  a  Sprengel  dictum.  Est 
alia  tactus  species,  qua  corporum  mini- 
mas  modificationes  asperitatis,  leviga- 
tionis,  consistentiffi,  ponderis,  voluminis, 
temperiei  dignoscimus ;  ho^c  cieteris  ani- 
roantibus  fere  ex  integro  denegata,  qui. 
busdam  tantum  in  partibus  homini  con- 

cessa; tactum   humaiium,  vel    ani- 

malem  latino  nomine  designabimus. 
Insuper  tactum  in  phynologicum,  et  pa- 
tholofficum  distinguimus ;  primus  nobis 
corporum  modificationes  tangibiles  de- 
notat,  etvoluntatem  in  exercitio  parit, 
secundus  ingratam  excitat  sensationem, 
doloremque  producit ;  per  morbum 
autem  omnes  dolent  humani  corporis 
partes.— (P.  ICO.) 

Communem  igitur  tactum  a  quinto 
dirigi  ultro  concedam ;  sensus  enim  iste 
non  ad  animales  stricte  vocatos  refertur, 
namque  et  absque  cerebri  perficitur  con. 
scientia,  quemadmodum  in  dormiente 
homine,  in  infante,  in  delirio  hysterico 
quando^ue,  in  insectis  etiam,  vermibus- 
jue,  qui  cerebrum  carent  [Ut  melius 
intelligantur,  quse  ante  dicta,  et  inferius 
dicenda  sunt,  distinctionem  ponendam 
esse  mihi  videtur  inter  vitamsensiferam, 
atque  animalem.  Sensifera  vita  et  per 
solos  nervos  perficitur  absque  cerebro, 
ut  patet  in  animal ibus  acephalis,  atque 
in  monstro  a  Fan  vel  descripto,  quod  en- 
cephalo,  et  spinali  meduUa  deficiente, 
nulla  tamen,  licet  obscura,  dedit  sed- 
suum  indicia.  Animalis  vera  vita  pro- 
prie dicta,  quee  intimam  ponit  externa- 
rum  reram  perceptiouem,  absque  cerebri 

3  L 
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concursu  perfici  nequit.]  Haec  autem  naribus,  aed  tantum  ad  auperiores,  et 
tactus  species  omni  neiro  demandata,  usque  ad  medias  nares  omnibus  pall- 
et Deque  ab  iis,  qui  secrctionibus,  ac  qui  ter  in  animalibus  distribuitur,  estque 
motions  inserviunt  perficitur;  ad  banc  nerrus  isle,  qui  excipicndis  odoribus, 
speciem  referimus  albugineae  oculi,  et  et  ad  cerebrum  deducendis  inprimia 
pituitarice  nasi  tactum,  quee  licet  ab  ex-  insenrit ;  communi  igitur  physiologi- 
temeis  corporibus  acutissime  sentiant,  oorum,  anatomicorumque  consensu  ol« 
nullam  tamen  cerebro  gratam,  et  tantum  factorius  uervus  Focatus.  Alii,  copio* 
dolorificam  transmittunt  sensationem ;  sioresque  narium  ner?i  a  quinto  dirersis 
quapropter  non  cum  animali,  sed  potius  in  punctis  suboriuntur,  et  late  per  om- 
cum  organica  yita  relationem  servat  nem  pituitariam  membranam  unde- 
Si  quis  vero  contendat  yerum  animalem  quaque  distribuuntur.  Exoriuntur  porro 
esse  tactum  in  oculi  externo,  animadver-  a  ramo  nasali,  a  ganglio  spheno^tala- 
tam,  non  solas  ibi  esse  quinti  pans  pro-  tino,  ipsiusque  ramis  palatino,et  vidiano. 
pagines,  sed  et  plura  e  tertio  pari  fila-  Jamvero  boe  auinti  productiones  tantum 
menta  in  oculi  membranis  insumi ;  ita  aliawttenut  oJ/achH  conducwit^  at  sunt 
etiam  in  interna  narium  inferiorum  yerDa  exactissimi  Willis,  qui  in  servo- 
parte  non  sola  quinti,  sed  et  septimi  rum  phjsiologia  nuUi  secundus*.  162. 
nlamenta  accedunt.  (Oereb.   Anatom.   cap.    zviL    p.    329.) 

Pcculiaris  vera  tactus,  quem  huma-  Veruni  puto,  distinctionem  esse  ponen- 
num,  vel  animalem  distinctionis  ergo  dam  inter  olfactum  animalem,  et  natu- 
vocavimus,  existit  et  in  facie;  sed  an  a  ra1em,Tel  ab  iostinctu.  Animalis igitur 
quinto  dependet?  Animadverto  in  pri-  olfactus,  quosensu  corporum  odores  dig- 
mis,  plus  minusvo  acutum  cxistere  in  noscimus,  pcrcipimus,  comparamusy  a 
fronte,  genis,  auribus,  labiis,  mento  et  primo  pari  regitur ;  bine,  quum  grate 
lingua:  sed  ibi  non  solee  sunt  quinti  aliquid  olfacerc  cupimus,  ?el  odorem 
pans  propagines,  septimi  productiones  quemcumque  distinguere  volumus,  tc- 
nbique  natura  deduxit,  et  ubi  exquisi-  bementer  ore  clauso,  pcrque  nares  in- 
tior  est  tactus,  ibi  majore8,multiplicats-  spiramus,  ut  odori  balitus  sursum 
^ue  septimi  sunt  divisiones.    Quot  non    ascendant,    et   usque    ad   productiones 

instituit  natura  anastomoses  inter  fila-    primi  paris  adveniant 163.    Con- 

menta  septimi  paris,  et  ramum  subcu-    tra  naturalis   olfactus,  yel  ab  instinc- 

taneum  malarum  quinti;  quants  non    tu,  et  a   quinto    perficitur Per 

sunt  auricularis  quinti  cum  septimo,  et  banc  antcm  olfactus  speciem  homo, 
cum  cervicalibus  conjunctiones;  desunt  brutaque  pi'fcscrtim  animalta,  noxia  a 
ne  fortasse  septimi  cum  quinto  commu-  convcnicntibus  distingfuunt  alimenta, 
ntcationes  in  fronte,  et  naso  ?  Quot  non  yitie  iiifestas  persentiunt  emaiiationcs, 
conspicimus  repetitas  anastomoses  inter    et  bruta   pnescrtira  veneris  alliciuntur 

ramos  infraorbital  is,  et  mentalis  maxil-    Toluptatibus Multa  etiam  a  quinto 

laris  inferioris  cum  faciali  ?  Et  inde  ad  nares  in  homine  deduxit  filamenta, 
mirari  jam  desinamus,  si  labia  tam  de-  et  miro  prorsus  ordine  disposuit  natura. 
licato  preedita  sint  sensu.  Lingfua  non  Cur  antem  surculos  a  nasali  ortos 
a  quinto  tantum,  sed  et  ab  hypoglosso,  Toluit,  cur  iuricato  tramite  per  ossa 
atque  a  ramo  nervi  facialis,  etiam  rursus  ad  cerebrum  alios  traduxit,  ad 
in  tota  sua  substantia,  recipit  fila-  nares  deinde  egressuros,  cur  alios  a 
menta.  Quapronter,  si  ubi  sola  sunt  ganglio  spbeno-palatino,  alios  a  ramo 
quinti  paris  filamenta,  dubius,  aut  yidiauo,  alios  a  palatinis  deduxit?  Mi- 
imperfectus  est  animalis  tactus,  ubi  et  randa  prorsus  natune  dispositio.  For- 
septimi  accedunt  propagines  exquisitus  tasse,  quee  a  nasali  ophtbalmici  natura 
tactus  occurrit,  a  septimo  animalem  derivayit  filamenta,  nullis  yoluit  im- 
tactum  perfici,  dubium  adhuc  erit  plexa  ^angliis,  reducia  ad  cerebrum 
aaserere  ? — P.  162.  reyocayit,  ut  et  per  bosce  neryos  aliqua 

§  XXYIII.  Modo  quid  prsestent  in  odorum  ad  cerebrum  traduceretur  sen- 
naribus  nasales  quinti  rami  remanet  in-  satio ;  yel  potius,  ut  sympatfaiam  inter 
yestigandum.  Nos  edocet  anatomes,  naj«s,  et  oculos  constituerent :  e  gan- 
omniDus  in  animalibus  vertebratis  nares  glio  enasceutes  fecit  alios,  ut  pnccipuc 
duplici  neryo  ditari,  cetaceis  quibus-  pituitaries  membranee  vitee  organicie,  et 
dam  exceptis,  in  quibus  deficit  primum    muci  secretioni   congrue  cum  aliis  or- 

par,  ut  de  delphino  cum  Cuvicr  tradi-    . 

dit  Jacopi.     Spectabiles  neryos  primum       m  o  ^  %m     <.      .       ^.     „^.    .^ 
elargitur    par,   ct   nequc   in    omnibus    jjy  iSfim  ^''""'  ""'**'  *'"*""'*  ®"*"*' 
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ganis  intervirent :  a  palatinis  alios  sub-  gloBSus,veI  uodecimum  par;  fere  ex  in- 

ortOB  voluit,  et  nasopalatinum  instituit,  tegro  tandem  ling^ualis  ouinti    ramus 

ut  inter  ol factum,  gustum,  et  deglu-  distribuitur,  postquam  sibi  insertam  ac- 

titionis  orgpana  intimus  intercederet  con-  cepit  cbordam  t^'mpani,  e  nervo  faciali, 

sensus :  a  vidiano  alios  progenuit,  ut  vel  sq)timo  pan  advenientem.— -P.  168. 
odores  in  cor,  ventriculum,  intestina,  et        §.  aXXI.  Porro  nerrus  fflosso-pha- 

genitalia  organa  recto  fere  agerent  tra*  rjngeus  licet,  ut  cum  Portu  conceda- 

mite,  et  mutua  esset  nasalium,  et  inter-  mus  (Anatom.  Medical,  torn.  iv.  p.  521). 

costalis   multiplex    demonstrata    sym-  propria  nonnulla  filamenta    usque  ad 

pathia.  lingun  papillas  cum  aliis  nerris  distri- 

166.   Anamalts  olfactus  nervnm  na-  huat  attamen  nulloramodo  gustui  ipsum 

tora   in  penetralibus  abscondit,   cui^*  inserrire,    demonstrant  copiosa   ipsius 

que  minus  frequenter  ipso  utamur,  neque  stamina,  quae   in  lingusB  oasim    pone 

tarn   extenditur,  ui  naturalis   olfactus  foramen  ^isecum  in  papillis  caljrcifi>rmi- 

oiganuro.  et  tantummodo  diductie,   et  bus  insun|untur,    uoi   nullum    absolvi 

amplae  alie  nasi  animali  olfactui  inser-  gustum  in  confesso  est  apudomnes:  in- 

viuut  coUigendis  odoribus,  sicuti  exter*  super Fidimuspaulloante,^ait^/iofttmeM« 

na   auria  sonoras  colligit  vibrationes.  nerrum,  et  linguoe  et  pbarjngis  mott^M 

Olfactus  naturalis  animalibus  prttstat  involuntariit  pneesse,  demonstrare  ad- 

utilitatem  non  tantum  in  alimentorum  gressi  sumus.    Non  igitur  nerrus  gus- 

delectu,  sed  et  in  respiratione  qualitatea  tatorius. — P.  168. 
aeris  examinat,  qui  continuum  est  Fites        §.  XXXII.  Inter  hjpoglossum  vero, 

pabulum ;   inde  ore  non  tantum,  sed  et  atone  lingualem  magis  ipsametanatoipes 

tiaribus  aerem  attrabimus ;  nares  qua-  duoios  nos  esse  voluit ;  .  .  .  .  vidimus 

propter  ventriculi,  et  pulmonum  custo-  superius,  bypoglossum  sese  iuserere  in 

des,  atque  tutela.— P.  166.  lin^se,  et  laryngii  musculis  voluntati 

§  XaIX.  Ad  ^stum  tandem  deve-  subjacentibus,  nervus  igitur  motoriusy 

niamus  disputatissimum  sensum :  ^uees-  et  auidem  anitnalis  ettj  vel  voluntarhts. 

Ho  prsBcipue,  an  lin^^ualis    quinti,  an  Sea  an  et  gustui  animali  famulatur.' 

hjpoglossus   gustui  mserviat     Utrin-  Oomparata  prsesertim  anatomes  id  de- 

fue  magni  nominis  pugnant  anctores.  negat.    Revera  in  piscibus,  testantibus 

^rima   nervorum   istorum  pbysiologia  Dumeril,  et  Cuvier,  deest  nervus  by- 

rudimenta  a  Galeno  tradita  jam  aperte  poglossus,  deest  et  loquela. — P.  169. 
eonstituunt,nervum  bypoglossum,  quem        §.  XXXIII.  170.   ouperest  igitur  ra- 

8ub  nomine  septimae  conjugfationis  de-  mus  lingualb,  quern  ex  insigni  suroulo 

aignavit  Galenus,  motorium  esse ;  ter-  a  quinto  pari,  atque  ab  ita  dicta  chorda 

dam  vero  ipsius  conjugationem,  qus  tympani  nervi  facialis  constare  in  ana- 

cum  quinto  respondet,  gustui  omnino  tomicis  diximus.     Multo  magis  ardua 

pneesse*.    Willis,   Vieusseus,  Haller,  res  est  dtsouirere,  an  linguaBs  gustui 

Meckel  omnino  Galeni  amplexati,  ratio-  pnesit  per  filamenta  a  quinto  proceden- 

uibus  tuiti  sunt  opinionem.   Scarpa  inter  tia,  an  per  filamenta,  quae  a  nervo  faciali 

eseteros  agmen  ducit,  qui,  argumentis  suppeditantur  per    cnordam  tympani ; 

ex  anatome,  pbysiologia,  et  patbologia  sed  attentis  cceterorum  ramorum  quinti, 

desumtis,    Galeni    asserta    confirmare  et  septimi  paris  structura,  insertionibus, 

omni  animo  studuit Nervum  ma^-  et  usibus,  lux  fortasse  aflTulgere  poterit. 

nam  bypoglossum  exfilamentu  parttm  Profecto  lingualis  nervus  intertextam 
sentientibut,  partim  motoriis  eontiarej  prcesefert  filamentorum  structuram,  gan- 
tradidit  Albinus.  (Vid.  Tissot,  Traite  glion  maxillare  efibrmat,  prospieit  gian- 
des  Nerf.  t  i.  p.  157.)— P.  167.  dulis  maxillaribus,  sublingualibus,  ton- 
^  XXX.  In  tanta  rerum  ambage  sillis,  dat  pfaaryngi  ramum,  distribui- 
quid  statuendam  ?  Lucem  ex  ana-  tur  tandem  omnibus  lingue  partibus, 
tome  imprimis,  et  pbysiologia  mu-  muscularibus,  membranaceis,  gflandulo- 
tuabimus.  £t  primo  quidem  ani-  sis;  in  bisce  omnibus  partibus  quam 
madverto,  in  linguam  rauJtiplices  sese  maximas  adimplet  functiones,  quae  ad 
insumere  nervos,  ex  quatuor  nervo-  solam  vitam  organicam  spectant,  qnas 
rum  paribus  desumtos;  scilicet  media  quidem  functiones  pendere  a  lingfuali, 
fere  ex  parte  nervus  glosso-pharyngeus,  quatenus  est  quinti  propago,  facile  asse- 
spectabuisui  parte  nervus  magnus  hypo-  quemur,  si  animadvertcmus,  in  coeteris 
suis  divisionibus  quintum  par  vitue  tan- 

•  D.  LocAftct  Mb.  IT.  c.p.  J.  ctD.  V*.  p.rt.  *"""  "If*™'*  ftmulari,  et  ganglU  ef- 

uk  Is.  «t  xi.  foniMurc,  «t  peculMtcm  prreseferre  ae< 
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scriptam  in  anatomicis  stnicturam.   8ed  rentgnstu.  Porronataralemhancgustttia 

et  cum  in  lingua  animalis  sit  sensus  ex-  a  quinto  ref^  dijudicamus;reTera  ipsomet 

auisitissimus,  scilicet  gustus,  ipsum  a  in  homine,   licet  obscurns   sit,    imper- 

istincto  nervo  pendere  putarem.     Hie  fectus,  et  a  quibusdam  Physiologpis  de^ 

autem  ueirus,  meo  quidem  judicio,  est  negatus,  aliquis  tamen  gustus  est,  ubi 

ita  dicta  chorda  tympani.     Revera  us-  sole  fere  sunt  quinti  paris  pfopagiuesi, 

qneduxn  probare  adfifressi  sumus,   iis  in  uti  in  palato,  velo  pendulo,   nngiHs, 

partibus,  ubi  distribuitur  quintum  par,  buccis,  et  labiorum  mtemo.    Tiudidit 

et  yita  animalih  adest,  non  ab  ipso,  sed  inde-  nobis  Lecat,  quod  lingua  natura^ 

a  superaccedentibus  nenrts  eampenddre,  liter  deficiente,  tcI  per  morbum,  diverst 

et  preecipue  nervum  facialem  sensum,  nihilominus  aliquando  distinguebantur 

et  motum  animalem  tribuere  partibus,  gustus.      (Traite  des   Sens  I.    p.  224.) 

in  quibus  inseritur.     Igitur  et  sensus  Quae  quidem  observatio  dum  ostendit, 

gustus  animalis,  et  ex  parte  voluntarius  et  a  ramis  quinti  aliqua  ex  parte  gustum 

linguee  motus  a  septimi  narispropagine,  absolvi,    demonstrat  etiam,    perfectum 

chorda  scilicet  tympani  nependet.    Haec  animalem  gustum  a  faciali  perfici ;  uhi 

est,  qu8elinguafemcomitatur,etunicum  enim  ipsius  desunt  fikmenta,  vel  pauea 

fasciculum  cum  ipso  constituit.— P.170.  sunt,  confusus,  et  obscurus  sensus  est 

Suadetetipsamet  reliquorum  organo-    gustus 171.  — Pneterea  in  natu- 

rum  sensuum  structura,  banc  esse  lin-  rali  gustu  quodammodo  affici  quintum 

gualis  quinti,  et  lingualis  facialis  pfay-  par,  comprobant  nonnuUa  physiologica 

siologicam  explicationem ;   profecto  in  phoenomena;    inde   enim  mtelligimusti 

visu,  audits,  et  olfactu,  quodadvitam  cur  quinto  in  gustu   affecto,    quemad^ 

organicam  spectat,  preecipue  a  quinto  modura  a  jucundis  alimentis  fauces  ad 

dependet,  quod  vera  animalis  vitae  est,  deglutionem,  ventriculus  ipsis  accipien- 

ab  accidentibus  nerris  perficitur ;  igitur  dis  invitatur,  ita  a  nauseosis,  et  ingratis 

et  animalis  gustus  a  ramo  facialis,  qui  constringuntur    musculi     faucium,     et 

cum  linguali  connectitur,  in  lingua  ab-  pharyngis,  ventriculus  ad  romitnm  sol- 

Bolvitur.— P.  171.  licitatur;  cur  etiam  ab  adore,  vel  animi 

[Ingenue  fatemur  tamen,  collatis  pa-  pathematibus  gustus,  etdeglutitionis  or- 

thologicis  nostrisobservationibus  quinti,  gana  per  auinti  propagines  diversimode 

et  septimi  paris,  quee  inferius  aducenda,  afficinutur.'' — P.  173. 

adniodum  opinionem    nostram  de  usu  "  Naturalis  insuper  gustus  ad  vitam 

lin^alis  quinti  paris,  et  lingualis  nervi  or^nicam  refertur,    per   ipsum    enim 

facialis  infirmari  posse;  IfPzio  namque  animantia  propriee  prospiciunt  conser- 

J|uinto,  Isesus  et  gustus;    morbose  af-  vatioui;   conveniens  erat  igitur  ordini 

ecto  septimo,  gustus  superstes,  et  in-  natursB,  ut  quodammodo  hic  sensus  a 

te^er:  verumtamen  a  quinti  affectione  quinto  pari  penderet,  quod  ubique  or- 

liedebatur  et  vita  orgamca  linguae,  quod  ganicte  vitee  famulari  hucusque  aemon- 

vitium  preesens  fuisse,  patet  in  naribus ;  strare  ad^jressi  sumus.    Quam  vero  gus- 

nil  minim  inde  si  gustus  etiam  imminu-  tus  ad  vitam  organicam  spectet,  pree. 

tus:  in  pathologica  observatione  nervi  cipue  a  cerebelli  mtiuxu,  juxta  Willisii 

facialis  paralysis  tantum  erat  quoad  mo-  sententiam,  dependet." — (Ccr.  Anatom. 

tum,  superstite  sensu  tactus  in  facie,  et  cap.  xvii.  p.  328.)    "  Quod  auodantenua 

gustus  in  lingua ;  quam  frequenter  vero  comprobatur  observatione  Malacame  in 

occnrrit  paratysis  quoad  motum  integro  maniaeo,  cui  gustus  penitus  deerat,  et 

sensu  in  parte  paralytica;    insuper  in  cerebellum   morbose  erat  constructum, 

hoc  casu  tactus  illoesus  erat,  illeesus  et  constabat  enim  tantum  ex  tercentum,  et 

gustus.]— P.  171.      ^  viginti  (juatoor  laminis." — (Nerro-cnce- 

§.  XXXIV.  Interim  dum  haec  assero,  falotomia,  p.  7.) — P.  173. 
non  omnino  ausim  dene^are,  liiigualem  '^  Quum  igitur  firmiter  teneamus,  or- 
quinti  aliquatenus  gustui  famulari.  Sed  ganicam  linguae  vitam  a  quinto  pen- 
quod  de  olfactu,  et  taotui  dixi,  ita  et  dere,  patet,  morbose  ipso  affecto,  anima- 
gustum  in  naturalem,  vel  ab  instinctu,  lem  gustum  vel  depravari,  uti  in  morbis, 
atque  animalem  distinguo.  Naturalis  vel  (kstrui,  aut  lasdi,  sicuti  in  patholo- 
autem  gustus  ad  sensum  or^aaicam  ac-  gica  quinti  adducta  obserFatioue  vidi- 
cedit,  ut  merito  aaimadvicrtit  Sprengel.  mus.  In  corvza  quoque,  licet  mem- 
(Op.  cit.  tom.  ii.  p.  465.)  Natural!  brana  pituitana  acutissime  ab  attactu 
gustu.infans  lac  8Ufl[it,  bruta  vescuntur,  sentiat,  nullus  tamen  olfactus;  vitiatis 
nocua  ab  innoxiis  distinguunt  alimcnta,  nervis  ciliariis  jam  coecitos,  vel  vi^us 
vermes,  et  zoophita  ipsa  proprio  non  ca-  depravatio  subsequitur ;  surditas  quau- 
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doqae,  aut  falsus  aaditus  a  Titio  niuscn-  stituto,  ut  naturales,  rel  organic!  gensus, 

lorum  internse  auri8.-*P.  174.  et  a  neiris  vitse  orgatiice  perficerentUT';' 

**XXXV.  Verumtamen  in  liogua  duo  animales    contra    distincta    nervoram 

distinct!  animales  sunt  sensus,  gcustus  dassis  absoWeret.       I^tur   in    nostro 

nimirura,  et  exquisitissimus  tactus.    An  casu  quintum  par  sensibus  naturalibus 

ab  insismet  nerveis  filamentis  ambo  de-  prseest,   Tel   oi^anicis;  animales   Tero 

SendentP    Morbi  contrarium  docere  Ti-  sensus,  qui  iisdem  in  organis,  ubi  dis* 

entur;    perit   scilicet   omnino  gustus  tribuitur  quintum,  insunt,  a  superadditia 

quandoque,     intejipro    superstite    tactu.  nervis  dependent.   Statuatnigttur^quin" 

Natura  in  ling^ee  apice  duos  constituit  ,tum  par  nervum  esse  sentientem,  et  mo^K 

papillarum  ordines,  fung^iformes  nimi-  toritim  vita  organica  in  canite,    Qiub 

rum,  et  conicas,  quae,  sicuti  animad-  de  quinto  paH  generatim  aiximus,   de 

Tertit  Spren^el,  maximam  babent  cum  ipsius  portione  majori  tantum  inielli-' 

dioritorum  papillis  convenientiam.  ^  An  genda. 
igfitur  fungiformes  preesertim  gustui,  an 

conicee  tactui  prseprimis  dicatse  ?    An  I  must  leave  a  few  remarks  -which 

animalis  gustus  afaciali,  lingufe  vero  I  bave  to  make  on  this  subject  for  my 

exquisitus  tactus  ab  hjrpoglosso  P    Non  next  article, 

longe  absum  ut  credam ;  natura  enim  "                      I  am,  sir, 

tangentes  nervos    in   reliquis  corporis  Your  obedient  senrant, 

patrihus   cum  motoriis  consociavtt,*^ —  G.  NEOai,  M.Dv 

JP.  174.  September  18,  1834. 

"  XXXVI.  Quidquid  de  hoc  sit,  ccr-     __^ 

tum  est,  in  lingua  multiplices  exist  ere  ^ 

nervos  a  quatuor  nervorum  paribus  de-  sketches  op  the  present  state  ani> 

sumptos;  et  duo  quidem  vitie  nreesertim  feelings 

organice  dicati  videntur,    gIosso*pfaa-  ofthb 

ryngeus  nimirum,  atque  lingualis  qumti, 

reliqui  duo  vite  ipsius  animali  prceser-  MEDICAL  PROFESSION  IN  THE 

tim  prospiciunt,  ramus  scilicet  lingualis  PROVINCES; 

pracipue  inservit,  parum  sensui  orga-  By  James  Collihs,  M.D, 

nico ;  lingualis  vero  quinti  sensui  pree-  

cipue  oreanico  paucos  involuntarios  ab-  -    .  » 

solvit  motus,    ramus  lingualis  facialis  I  do  not  know  whether  our  provincial 

ffustui  ex  dicti  pnesertim,  bypoglossua  hospitals  have  engaged  as  much  of  the 

maxime  motui  voluntario  dicatus.   Sunt  attention  of  the  committee  on  the  state 

igitur  in  lingua  nervi  organicae  vit«  of  medicine  as  they  deserve.    Perhaps 

distinct!  a  nervis  vita  animalis ;  non  Urn  they  did  not  natunilljr  fall  withm  their 

vero  apertc  nervi  sentientes   utriusque  province,  as  these  institutions  are  genc- 

vit«  a  motoriis  distinguuntur.— 176.  rallj  supported  by  pnvate  subscnptions, 

"XXXVII.  Ex  hucusquedictis quoad  and  therefore  not  under  the  control  of 

sensus  consequitur,  distinctionem  esse  parliament.      But  as   there  are  many 

ponendam  inter   tactum,    olfactum,  et  curious  facts  connected  wiA  their  ma- 

ffustum    organicum,    atque    animalem.  nagement  and  support,  and  illustrative 

Sensus  idti,  quatenus  ab  instinctu  de-  of  the  temper  and    character  of  the 

pendent,  ad  vitam  organicam  referuntur;  times;  and  as  the  question  of  receivmgr 

bine  nulli  animantiura  generi  denegati,  their  certificates  of  attendance  has  been 

et  perfect!  ab  ipso  fere  ortu  tributi ;  per  mooted  and  acceded  to  by  the  College 

hosce  enim  sensus,  plus  minusve  evo-  of  Surgeons,  and  wUl  probablv  become 

lutos,  animalia  propria  prospiciunt.  et  a  part  of  the  law  of  the  land,  it  may 

tuentur  existentiam ;  et  sensus  isti  etiam  not  be  uninteresting,  nor  out  of  charac 

per  nervos  sola  organica  vita  famo-  ter  with  the  design  of  tbese  sketches, 

lantes  perficiontur,  ut  patet  in  vermibus,  to  convey  some  mformation  respecting 

et  in  monstro  a  Fauvel,  et  Mery  de-  them  in  this  neighbourhood ;  for,  with- 

scripto;  animalis  vero  Uctus,  olfactus,  out  this  knowledge,    it  is  impossible 

et  gustus  a  distinctis  exercetur  nervis,  to  have  correct  notions  of  the  state  and 

qui  suam  transmittunt  cerebro  sensatio-  practice  of  medicine  here,  and  how  far 

nem.    Consequeus  porro  erat  natura  in-  it  may  be  right  or  wrong  to  place  thern^ 
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in  respect  to  their  certificates,  on  terms  pockets,  but  who  had  inflaenee  in  the 
of  equality  with  the  London  hospitals  select  restry  or  at  bead-quarten,  to  be 
or  those  of  other  capitals ;  for  every  one  most  ffenerons  in  appropriating  large 
must  sllow  that  if  they  are  not  as  well  sums,  Tor  the  projects  and  schemes  of 
managed,  their  patients  are  as  frequently  their  friends,  out  of  this  Aind.  The 
seen  oy  their  medical  attendants ;— in  hospital  in  question,  eren  before  it  was 
short,  equal  to  the  latter  in  the  facilities  chnstened,  got,  througli  their  inter- 
of  instruction  they  afford,  they  on^ht  ference,  a  miation  from  it  of  two  or 
not  to  be  so  in  the  scale  of  our  medical  three  hundred  pounds.  This  was  to  be 
legislation.  a  regular  annual  gift,  much  more  likely 
We  have  here,  property  speaking,  to  increase  than  diminish,  were  it  not 
three  hospitals :  the  Northern  Hospital,  for  the  late  change  in  the  administra- 
the  Fever  Hospital,  and  the  Infirmary,  tion  of  the  poor  laws.  In  fact,  any 
The  first  is  a  new  institution,  not  more  thing  that  could  in  any  way  be  con- 
than  six  months  old,  established  in  op-  nected  with  a  plausible  tale  for  the 
positimi  to  the  last,  through  the  exer-  benefit,  as  it  were,  of  the  poor,  was 
tions  of  one  or  two  merchants,  who  sure,  when  interest  was  made,  of  sop- 
felt  annoyed  that  they  could  not  push  port  from  this  quarter.  No  one  wno 
into  the  infirmary,  as  soon  as  they  did  not  reside  in  Liverpool  could  or 
wished,  a  favourite  and  sanctimonious  would  believe  the  facilities  that  existed 
surgeon,  the  medical  attendant  of  their  in  this  respect  for  propping  up  rieketty 
owh  families.  It  nas  accommoda-  schemes  and  institutions  that  required 
tions  for  about  thirty  patients,  but  is  money  for  support.  The  dispensaries 
capable  of  much  more  extension,  if  receive  ^re  nundred  guineas  a  Tear 
its  funds  were  more  ample.  There  are  from  the  poor  rates,  and  several  thoQ- 
six  medical  men,  three  surgeons  and  sands  are  annually  paid  out  of  them 
three  physicians,  attached  to  it.  The  for  the  support  of  the  church  :  but  it  is 
laws  of  the  institution  require  the  pa-  now  presumed  that  a  stop  will  be  put  to 
tieuts  to  be  seen  three  times  a  week,  these  frequent  and  gross  misapplica- 
in  contra-distinction  to  those  of  the  tions,  and  that  it  is  more  than  probable, 
infirmary,  that  exact  the  same  but  since  the  central  board  will  henceforth 
twice  a  week.  It  was  originally  in-  have  the  control,  that  the  NorCherB  Hos- 
tcnded,  in  order  to  catch  support,  and  pital  and  other  institutions  will  be 
to  create  an  invidious  contrast,  that  the  shaken,  if  not  tumbled,  by  the  chan^: 
patients  of  the  new  hospital  should  be  at  all  events,  it  is  too  small  to  give 
seen  every  day  by  their  medical  at-  certificates  of  hospiCal  attendance,  or 
tendants;  but  this  was  relinquished  as  to  come  within  the  meaning  of  what 
too  bold  and  daring  an  innovation  on  are  termed  recognized  hospitals,  be  its 
the  established  usages  of  this  place,  fate  what  it  may. 
and  as  likely  to  rouse,  rather  prema-  The  Fever  Hospital  is  connected  with 
turelv,  the  lion  from  his  slumbers;  the  workhouse,  the  same  medical  men 
for  this  hospital  has  been  viewed  from  attending  both,  and  consisting  of  two 
its  very  commencement  in  a  very  equi-  physicians,  one  surgeon,  and  a  house- 
vocal  and^  suspicious  light  by  the  friends  surgeon,  who  has  a  salary  of  three  hun- 
and  admirers  of  the  infirmary ;  and  as  dred  guineas  a  year,  with  bed  and 
all  the  hig[h  patronage  and  subscrip-  board.  This  is  tne  only  good  situation 
tions  go  with  the  latter,  it  required  no  in  the  profession  here,  and  is  otrin^ 
small  tact    and    mannerism    to    avoid  to  the  liberality  with  which  we  expend 

I ;  for  the  merchants  will 
surgeons  who  go  out  in 
sven  to  the  nnheuthy  coast 

of  the  late  change  in  the  poor'  laws,  of  Africa,   more  than    fifly   or   sixtr 

Under  the  old  system  there  was  always  pounds  a  year,    and   generally  mucn 

a  ready  and  ample  fund  in  the  poor  less;  indeed,  many  of  them  not  more 

rates  to  have  recourse  to,  when  sub-  than  thirty  or  forty, 

scriptions  failed,  and  when  any  thing  Until  very  lately,  the  senior  physician 

like  a  plausible  reason  could  be  alleged  or  surgeon  of  the  dispensaries  was  pra- 

to  sanction  it      It  was  the  common  moted,  as  a  matter  of  course,  to  the 

practice  here  for  men  who  would  not  Fever  Hospital,  and  thence  to  the  In- 

subscribe  a  shilling  out  of  their  own  firmary,  when  vacancies  occurred.   This 
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was  the  state  of  progression  always  no  returns  of  the  daily  cases  niade; 
observed  here  from  the  minor  to  the  no  Board  of  Health ;  no  Cholera  Hospi- 
hi^her  charities,  no  matter  how  dull,  tal ;  no  means,  in  fact,  to  form  a  correct, 
illiterate,  and  in  other  respects  unfit,  or  cyen  approximate,  notion  of  the  mor- 
the  indiTiduals  were.  Seniority  was  tality.  The  greatest  pains  are  taken  by 
the  order  of  the  day,  and  the  ladder  by  the  merchants  and  the  local  authorities 
which  incapacity  frequently  mounted,  to  hush  all  up,  and  even  to  deny,  against 
Formerly  the  select  vestry  tiad  the  ap.  the  evidence  of  their  senses,  its  existence 
pointment  of  the  medical  men,  but  the  to  any  great  extent,  in  order  not  to  in- 
rate-payers  have  latterly  got  it;  and  jure  the  town  by  scaring  strangers  from 
since  tAen  frequent  attempts  have  been  it,  or  risking  the  interruption  of  its  corn- 
made  to  break  through,  though  in  vain,  merce  or  relations  abroad  ;  and  so  eflTec- 
tbis  routine  of  promotion.  One  of  these  tually  has  this  been  done,  that  not  a 
was  made  some  time  ago  by  an  unfor-  single  local  or  other  paper  has  noticed, 
tnaate  Catholic,  an  Irishman.  Nothing  directly  or  indirectly,  the  recurrence  of 
eouM  exceed  the  party  and  politiciu  this  disease  here,  though  the  malady  at 
feelings  that  manifested  themselves:  present  is  frightful,  and  the  church- 
all  the  bloody  scenes  of  Irish  history  yards  and  undertakers  in  constant  re- 
were  raked  ap  against  him.  O^ConneJ,  quisition.  Many  of  the  poorer  patients 
the  pope,  and  the  priests,  were  made  to  are  carried  to  the  fever  wards,  and  passed 
pass  as  by  magic  before  the  electors;  there,  and  in  the  streets,  as  fever  pa- 
and  be  soon  felt  the  terrors  they  in-  tients.  The  mortality  is  nearly  one- 
spired  more  than  counterbalanced  any  half. 

personal  or  local  claims  he  otherwise  But  there  was  a  time  when  it  was  a 

would  have  had.     This  was  the  cry  matter  of  great  importance  to  be  at- 

that  was  raised,  and  insured  the  election  tached,  as  a  medical  man,  to  the  Fever 

of  the  present  honorary  surgeon.    The  Hospital  and  Workhouse,  when  there 

contest  was  running  against  him ;  his  was  a  knife  and  fork,  and  a  bottle  of 

friends  got  alarmed,  ana  soon  raised  the  wine,  and  the  other  necessaries  of  good 

war-whoop  that  the  church  was  in  dan-  cheer,  laid  as  regularly  for  him  and  the 

ger ;  that  a  Popish  surgeon  was  about  pupils,  and  their  friends,  as  he  made  his 

to  be  appointed  to  the  Fever  Hospital  visits.    In  these  days  the  patients  were 

and  Workhouse.    The  scales  were  soon  particularly    attended    to  —  frequently 

turned ;  old  maids  in  terror  and  dismay  seen  twice  or  three  times  a  day.     Once 

were  seen  canvassing  and  sounding  the  a  week  there  was  a  regular  and  sump- 

alarm  in  the  streets ;  the  clergy  and  the  tuous  dinner  for  the  medical  men  and 

laitysoon  joined  in  the  chorus,  and  such  the    select    vestry,    and    their  friends, 

a  dust  was  kicked  up  about  the  horrors  Often  the  morning  broke  in  before  they 

of  Popery,  that  it  was  in  vain  to  oppose  separated.    Some  of  them  almost  lite- 

IheQi.    Thus  the  present  surgeon  sue-  rally  lived  in  the  Workhouse,  such  were 

ceeded,  and  enjoyed  a  laugh  at  the  ere-  the  charms  it  afforded.     But  things  arc 

dulity  of  the  public.     Even  the  dis-  changed ;  there  are  no  longer  lunches, 

seniors   themselves  have    little   or  no  dinners,  or  suppers,  served  up  for  them 

chance  when  a  churchman  appears  in  as  formerly,  out  of  the  poor  rates.    Mo- 

ibe  arena  a^nst  them.    The  latter  ge-  dern  reform  has  swept  away  all  these 

nerally    brings    the    influence    of   the  things,  and  changed  the  whole  aspect 

clergy  and  corporation  to  his  aid ;  and  of  affairs,  and  has  left  them  nothing  but 

hence  the  true  spring* and  secret  of  his  the  cold  and  dangerous  monotony  of 

success :  and  this  is  the  reason  why  all  their  visits  to  the  sick.     Some  of  the 

the  medical  men,  almost  without  a  sin-  older  medical  men  can  scarcely  believe 

gleexception,  are  of  their  party.  the  evidence  of  their   senses    at    the 

The  place  of  physician,  or  surgeon,  to  change,  and  now  and  then  heave  a  sigh 

the  Workhouse  and  Fever  Hospital,  has  for  the  good  old  times  that  are  never  to 

latterly  been  no  sinecure,  as  cholera  pa-  return,   and  often  amuse  their  junior 

tients  are  now  received  there.    Thisais-  friends  with  the  narrative  of  their  expe- 

ease  has  been  raging  among  us,  more  rience  in  this  respect, 

or  less,  during  Uie  last  three  months.  The  principal  hospital  of  all  is  the  In- 

but  it  has  latterly  assumed  a  more  viru-  firmary,  the  only  one  here  that  comes 

lent  and  frequent  appearance,  and  is  withiu  the  privileges  assigned  by  the 

now     exceedingly    bad.      There     are  College  of  Surgeons  to  hospitals  of  a 
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certain  siee.  and  therefore  most  desert-  the  part  of  the  corporation,  when  con- 
ing' of  particular  notice.  It  has  accom-  ferred,  no  matter  in  what  time,  or  und«r 
modations  for  three  hundred  patients,  what  circumstanees^  was  supposed  by 
There  are  six  medical  men  attached  to  them  and  their  partisuis  sumcient,  in 
it— three  physicians,  and  three  surgeons.  Scripture  phrase,  to  blot  vut  your  ini- 
Until  very  lately  the  Lunatic  Asylum  quities,  and  to  make  you  walk  in  the 
was  also  under  toeir  charade ;  it  acQ oins  newness  of  life ;  in  fact,  to  whitewash 
the  Infirmary,  and  almost  forms  one  and  you  in  a  morel  and  physical  sense.  TIm 
the  same  building  with  it,  and  stands  in  transactions  I  allude  to  took  place  some 
the  centre  and  populous  part  of  the  years  since ;  and  some  idea  of  their  na« 
town,  one  of  the  most  unhappy  and  in-  ture,  and  of  the  management,  in  these 
appropriate  selections  for  its  site  that  times,  of  onr  public  institutions,  may  be 
could  be  made,  when  we  consider  how  gathered  from  the  statement  of  Mr. 
injurious  the  noise,  and  bustle,  and  Moss,  the  hanker,  a  man  of  large  pro- 
want  of  sufficient  space  for  gardens  and  perty,  high  character,  and  jn^at  in- 
grounds,  are  to  the  recovery  of  the  in-  fluence  here.  At  a  meeting  of  the  tnis- 
sane.  But  it  was  an  object  that  these  tees,  in  March  1826,  he  stated,  *'  that 
institutions  should  be  near  each  other,  at  the  close  of  the  year  1825,  he  called, 
as  the  medical  men  of  the  Infirmary  at-  in  the  capacity  of  JPresident  of  the  In- 
.tended  both  ;  and  therefore  the  interests  lirmary  and  Asylum,  on  the  Governor  of 
of  the  patients  was  sacrificed  to  theirs  ;  the  Asylum,  for  an  account  of  all  the 
for  it  has  always  been  their  polic^y  to  patients  confined  there,  and  the  particu- 
prevent  other  medical  men  from  being  lars  of  their  respective  cases,  and  that 
appointed  to  it,  and  to  limit  as  much  as  such  an  account  was  given  him,  as  far 
possible  hospital  practice  to  themselves,  as  it  was  possible  to  make  it  out ;  but  that 
Hence  they  often  undertook  to  do  what  in  the  list  of  the  patients,  he  was  sony 
they  really  could  not,  and  upon  all  occa-  •  to  say  that  there  were  several  who  had 
sions  threw  cold  water,  if  they  did  not  been  confined  twenty  or  twenty-five 
smother,  every  attempt  to  increase  the  years,  and  of  whom  no  particulara  could 
number  of  our  hospitals.  They  sup-  be  stated ;  for  there  was  no  account  of 
posed  the  more  monopoly  they  had  m  their  arrival,  how  they  got  in,  who  sent 
this  respect,  the  more  professional  repu »  them  there,  or  admitted  them ;  nor  were 
tation  and  gain  accrued  to  themselves,  there  any  certificates  of  their  insanity 
Even  the  other  day,  when  it  was  pro-  among  the  records."  He  also  stated, 
posed  to  introduce  a  few  beds  into  the  "  that  he  was  much  surprised  on  in- 
dispensaries,  the^  mustered  and  success-  specting  the  certificates  on  which  some 
fully  opposed  it,  though  there  were  of  the  patients  were  admitted.  As  a 
funcls,  spare  room,  and  every  other  re-  specimen,  he  brought  the  one  to  the 

auisite,  and  necessity  for  them  in  abun-  Governor  on  which  Lieutenant  T.  was 
ance.  In  fact  it  was  this  opposition  put  in ;  it  was  a  shabby  piece  of  paper, 
that  gave  birth  to  the  new  hospital,  by  without  seal,  or  address,  or  abode,  of 
the  otsgiist  and  discontent  it  created,  the  medical  man  whose  signature  it 
But  they  no  longer  have  charge  of  the  bore ;  though,  on  looking  over  the  rules 
Lunatic  Asylum ;  for,  in  consequence  of  of  the  institution,  he  found  that  no  per- 
an  investigation  into  some  alleged  son  ought  to  be  admitted  there  who  did 
abuses  there,  they  were  removed,  and  not  bring  an  explicit  certificate  with  him, 
made  consulting  physicians  and  sur-  and  that  it  was  a  great  abuse  to  admit  any 
geous ;  or,  in  other  words,  allowed  a  de-  without  one.*'  (See  the  Report  of  the 
cent  and  honourable  retreat  under  this  Proceedings  in  the  Commercial  Chroni- 
cover.  Their  removal  caused  at  the  cle  for  January,  1826.)  Let  me  tran- 
time  a  great  sensation ;  friends  and  foes  scribe  the  words  of  Mr.  Hollin^head, 
opened  their  batteries  for  and  ag'ainst ;  when  speaking  of  these  transactions  at 
the  current  was  decidedly  setting  in  the  same  meeting.  He  stated  "  that  he 
against  them,  when  the  corporation  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Peel,  in  his 
stopped  in  to  their  support,  and  con-  capacity  as  mayor  of  Liverpool,  re- 
ferred the  freedom  of  the  borough  on  questing*  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the 
them  as  an  eouivalcnt  for  their  dismissal  allegations  of  Lieut.  T.'s  memorial; 
fmm  the  Asylum,  and  as  an  act  of  grace  and  that  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Moss, 
and  respect ;  for  however  low  or  disre-  the  banker,  the  chairmAi  of  the  com. 
putuble  your  acts  may  be,  this  favour  on  mittce,  deeming  the  most  rigid  investi- 
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g-atioBS  iiecessarj,  he  said,  that  when-  plied,  that  thej  had  done  their  duty  as 
ever  (he  committee  thought  fit  to  attend  their  predecessors  had  done — that  the 
at  the  Town  Hall,  he  would  swear  the  practice  was  to  see  the  patients  on  Sa- 
witnesses  and  take  their  examinations :  turdaj^  or  once  a  week,  and  those  whose 
but  he  never  heard  any  thing[  from  them  cases  required  particular  attention,  on 
until  he  received  the  resolutions  of  the  Tuesday.  The  laws,  however,  saj  that 
31  st  of  March ;  which  struck  him  with  thej  shall  be  seen  on  both  days ;  and 
perfect  astonishment,  and  which  he  when  this  circumstance  was  pointed  out 
transmitted  to  Sir  Robert  Peel  without  to  them,  '*  they  stated,  they  were  not 
comment,  leaving  him  to  draw  his  own  aware  of  it  before,  but  that  since  it  was 
conclusions ;  and  that  if  he  had  any  pointed  out  to  them,  in  1822,  they  have, 
things  to  accuse  himself  with,  it  was  for  almost  without  a  single  exception,  been 
shewing  too  much  delicacy  towards  that  attended.''  Thus  they  give  we  extraor- 
Committee  who  could  forget  what  they  dinary  fact,  thftt  though  some  of  them 
owed  themselves  and  the  public,  so  far  have  been  attached  to  the  Infirmary, 
as  to  cloak  up,  as  they  did  in  their  re-  some  twenty,  others  thirty  years,  it  was 
port,  the  abuses  of  the  asvlum,  and  say  not  until  1822  that  they  knew  it  was 
all  was  right  when  all  was  wrong,  necessary,  by  the  laws  of  the  institution, 
Mr.  Ruston,  one  of  the  commissioners  to  see  the  patients  twice  a  week.  Mr. 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  corpora-  Ruston,  the  commissioner,  stated,  in  a 
tions,  stated,  '*  that  some  of  the  medi-  letter  published  in  the  Liverpool  Mer- 
cal  men  did  not  see  their  patients  in  the  cury  of  April  1824,  some  extraordinary 
asylum  for  six  weeks;  that  a  patient  of  illustrations  of  the  way  our  Infirmary 
the  name  of  Nonris,  being  asked  by  the  used  to  be  managed  in  those  days,  ifs 
visitors  whether  he  had  not  been  in  the  says  there,  '*  I  tell  you,  gentlemen,  as 
habit  of  administering  medicine  and  Guardians  of  the  Liverpool  Infirmary, 
dressing  the  wounds  of  the  patients,  said  I  am  willing,  when  called  upon,  before 
he  bad,  and  asked  if  that  was  wrong;  a  committee  of  the  Trustees,  to  produce 
and  he  added,  that  there  was  evidence  evidence  of  the  following  statement:— 
of  this  patient  being  seen  to  bring,  from  A  person,  by  accident,  was  severely  in- 
the  upper  wards,  a  cupful  of  matter  jured ;  his  leg  was  broken,  he  was  taken 
which  he  had  taken  from  the  back  of  to  the  Infirmary,  and  a  medical  pupil, 
another  patient,  and  of  whom  he  ob-  instead  of  a  pupil  appointed  by  the  sur- 
served,  *  Curse  that  fellow,  he  will  be  geon  under  whose  care  he  w^s  placed, 
dead  in  a  day  or  two,  and  then  I  shall  set  his  leg.  He  remained  in  pain,  and 
be  rid  of  him.'  There  was  proof  of  his  without  examination  from  any  of  the 
exhibiting  a  bone  which  he  nad  extract-  pupil's  superiors,  for  nine  days,  and  on 
ed  from  tne  toe  of  a  boy,  on  whom  he  the  ninth  day  his  leg  was  again  broken 
had  operated.  If  insane,  why  was  he  by  order  of  the  apothecary,  it  having 
permitted  to  administer  medicine  and  been  improperly  set.  This  patient  re- 
operate  on  patients? — if  sane,  why  was  mained  in  the  Infirmary  Ave  weeks,  and 
he  not  discharged  ?"  These  are  curious  during  that  time,  he  positively  asserts, 
facts,  and  deserve  to  be  recorded,  in  il-  he  did  not  see  his  surgeon  more  than 
lustration  of  the  state  of  our  provincial  four  times;  and  he  further  states,  that 
hospitals  a  few  years  since.  .at  the  end  of  five  weeks  he  left  the  in- 
Previous  to  1820,  there  existed  nei-  firmary  a  cripple — and  a  cripple  he  jvi  11 
ther  visitors  nor  books  in  our  Infirmary,  remain  as  long  as  he  lives."  In  fact, 
or  Asylum,  to  record  neglect  or  indif-  no  one  who  had  not  personal  and  local 
ference  there ;  and  consequently  there  experience  of  our  provincial  hospitals, 
was  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  abuse  could  believe  how  lon^  we  remained, 
that  previously  existed :  but  of  it  we  in  the  march  of  civilization,  behind  our 
may  form  some  idea  from  the  admission  neighbours :  even  to-day,  no  medical 
of  the  medical  men  themselves,  that  in  man  can  pay  a  visit  to  them  here,  with- 
little  more  than  twelve  monUis  (from  out  the  special  license  of  the  physicians 
February  1822  to  April  1823)  nine  in-  and  surgeons  attached  to  them.  In  con- 
stances  of  medical  neglect  were  i^gis-  sequence  of  the  discussions  that  com- 
tered  against  them.  The^  were  ire-  menced  in  public  and  private,  respectr 
fjuently  accused  of  not  seeing  their  pa-  ing  the  proceedings  in  our  hospitals, 
tients  there  more  than  once  in  eight  and  the  best  means  of  reform,  the  me- 
VT  ten  days.    To  this  they  always  re-  dical  men  of  the  Infirmary  stated  to  Mr. 
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Moss,  the  banker,  that,  if  thej  would  MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

cease,  they  would  sign  a  paper  agreeing 

that,  at  the  close  of  e? er^  ten  years,  the  Saturday,  September  20,  1834. 

medical  men  should  retire  from  the  In-  <r '     ^ 

firmary,  and  others  be  appointed.     The  "^^ 

discussions  accordingly  ceased,  and  this  "  Licet  omnllra*,  licet  eiiam  mihi,  dignUacn* 

document  was  deposited  in  the  hands  of  ^rtii  Uediem  tneri  t   potetlas  modo  Tenlra^l  la 

Mr.  Moss.    They  afterwaids  refused  to  P»biicu«  »u.  diccBdi  pericaiam  no.  "^'^^^^^ 

comply  with  the  terms  of  their  own  it.K»o- 

agreement,  and  did  not  hesitate,  in  the 

face  of  a  public  meeting  convened  to  COLLEGE   OF  PHYSICIANS. 

ratify  It,  to  break  their  own  solemn  con-  fellows  and  licektiates. 
tract ;  some  of  them  alleging,  in  ex- 
cuse, that  they  had  an  opportunity,  since  We  endeavoured  in  our  last  number  to 
they  agreed  to  it,  of  seeing  Sir  Astley  p^inj  ^yt  ^1,^  mature  of  the  connexion 
Cooper    m     Liverpool,    and    that   be  f  .          ^t      t     ^       r*  n          cm 
thought  five  and  tw^enty  or  thirty  years  ^^^^^"  ^"^  ^°^*^"  ^,^^^^ff«  «^  P*'^^' 
ought  to  be  the  limit  or  an  hosmtal  ap-  «^m"»  »"<!  the    English    Universities  ; 
pomtment ;  and  therefore,  not  from  any  and  we  shewed  that  it  was  one  naturally 
feeling  or  interest  of  their  own,  but  for  springing  out  of  the  circumstance,  tliat 

?ot  T^^l^r^lA  TS  -eoftbeearl,«e«bersofa.efonner 

I  must  give  the  words  of  Mr.  Moss  him-  ^^^  directly  and  intimately  connected 

self  on  this  subject.     He  stated,  at  the  with  the  latter — as  founders  of  colleges, 

mceting^f  the  Trustees,  March  the  18th,  or  of  lectureships,  or  as  themselves  hold- 

S^^thVAXif  nT=SS;  ^«^  P-fe-^^'P*-    Nevenheless.  such 

from  saying  that  he  felt  himsSf  to  have  connexion  was  unquestionably  one  of 

been  very  ill  used  by  the  medical  men  convenience  and  expediency,  not  ofne- 

in  this  afiair;  he  could  not  help  feeling  cessity,  and  seems  to  have  been  gradu- 

indignant  at  havMg  been  made  use  of  ^j    j^^^^  ^^^^  ^.2ose  in  proportion  as 

by  them  as  a  sort  of  cat's-paw  in  the  ...      r         .i           f    5.  i 

bisiness.    They  had  induced  him  to  go  compeUtors  from  other  seats  of  leammgj 

to  Mr.  Ruston  with  the  assurance  of  rendered  it  more  necessary  for  the  gra- 

their  assent  to  certain  propositions,  on  duates  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  to  take 

condition  of  his  allowing  the  discussion  ^^  measures  for  their  own  protection, 

of  past  proceedings  to  drop,  and  abstain.  i.  i.  .v  .         ...         ..i             . .    .i 

in/  from  further  comment  upon  them.  ^^^^^  ^^'^  P^*'**«»  ^»^  ^^^^  ^  ^^ 

Mr.  Ruston  acquiesced    in   the  terms  College    of  Physicians  placed   witfain 

which  he  had  been  made  the  medium  of  their  power.    One  of  the  most  remarka- 

proposing  to  him,  Mid  the  arrangement  ^le  of  those  measures  was  the  institution 

was  fully  adopted  by  the  medical  men,  -          ,.    ,               ,             ^x.       r. 

at  their  meeting  at  Dr.  .      The  of  an  entirely  new  order,  or  rather  of  two 

agreement  thus  entered  upon  had  been  new  orders— those,  namely,  of  Candi. 

strictly  observed  by  Mr.  Ruston,  &c.  dates  and  Inceptor-Oandidates— for  the 

but  he  found  that  the  medical  men  had  express  purpose  of  preserving  the  Eng. 

been  endeavounng  to  thwart  those  ar-  ,.  {.   ^     ,     ^           j         i          t?  « 

rangementstowhfch  they  had  been  par.  ^   Graduates    and    embryo    Fellows 

ties;  and  he  now  saw  them  coming  for-  P^«  and  uncontaminated  by  even  a 

ward  in  that  public  meeting,  to  oppose  temporary  sojourn   among  the  Licen- 

those  very  proposidons  to  which  they  ti^tes.    The  impolicy  of  continuing  this 

had  previously  acceded.    This  was  con-  .                              Ai.jir*j 

duct  from  wfach,  as  regaids  the  Trus-  P«T>o8*erou8  arrangement  had  latteriy 

tees,  he  could  not  withhold  the  expres-  become  apparent  to  many;  and  m  the 

sion  of  his  strongest  disa]>probation,  and  report  of  the  Committee  appointed  last 

as  regards  himself,  of  his  extreme  dis-  year  to  revise  the  by-laws,  its  disconU. 

^^         ,   .         ««  ,«—  nuance  was  recommended,  though  the 

LlTeri>ool,  August  22,  1884.  ,                i      , 

^^  measure  was    subsequently  lost    at   a 

meeting  of  the  whole  College,  and  thus 
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the  matter  was  siiffered  to   remun  *n  wires  of  jpenon^  not  graduates  of  the 

st0lH  quo  English  Unirersities,  h«Bgequallj  well 

It   cannot   be    concealed    that  the  5'»«3ified  by  «od  mond  conduct,  and 

"■   '"""      ";  ,  "      „          ,  _.  by  literary  and  scientific  acquirements, 

exisUngr  laws  of  the  College  of  Pby-  „„gi^  y^a  not,  consistently  with  yoot 

siciana,  as  leqteets  the  adaiiasion  of  own  arffumento,  to  gtre  to  them  the 

Fellows  and  Licentiates,  hare  long  been  mbw  fiioUties  of  admusion  into  the  Col- 

regaided  by  tbe  latter  as  a  serious  evil,  ^  ^"^/"fi.  ^f^I*.^  **■,*  ^'^  "^ 
*             ■',                             ■        r^y.  Oxford  and   Cambrtdtre?— iSir  ««nry 
and,  as  we  hare  seen,  many  eren  of  the  H€aford:   If  I  coultf  have  the  same 
foimer  hare  of  late  been  induced  to  satisfactoiy  proofi,  I  would  admit  them 
think  that  some  change  was  required,  in  the  same  manner." 
It  was  shewn  by  the  ParliamenUiy  re-  g^^^  however,  does   not  seem   to 
turns  recently  made,  that  from  177J  to  j,„g  1,^^^  tj,g  <,pi„;on  of  the  Fellows 
the  preswit  time  not  fewer  than  147  gra.  ggnerafly ;  at  all  events  no  manifesta- 
dnates  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  and  jj^^  „f  g^^^  liberality  was  manifested 
not  more  than  19  from  other  univer-  ^^^  j^j  ^^f^  ^  opening  of  the 
sities,  had  been  admitted  to  the  fellow-  p„iian,entary  committee ;  for  when,  the 
ship.    Now  It  IS  not  possible,  we  appre-  preceding  year,  Dr.  Wilson  moved  "that 
hend,  for  the  most  oot-and-out  exclusive  jj  ^  expedient  to  reconsider  the  by-laws 
to  bold  that  no  more  than  this  paltry  ^^^^^  ^  ^j^  qualifications  of  candi. 
number  could  be  found  who  .were  worthy  ^.j^s,  and  of  inceptor  candidates,"  the 
of  being  receired.  The  leanied  president  resohition  was  negatived  by  19  to  14.  It 
acknowledged  that  «  probably"  there  ^^  ^.^  ^j^  ^^^  f^  ,  g^„„j  tj„e, 
were  more  so  situated,  but  endeavoured  ^^  auabeis  being  23  and  16;  but  was 
to  account  for  their  exclusion  by  a  refe-  ^^^d  ahnost  unanimously  en  its  thiid 
rcnce  to  the  acrimony  of  the  disputes  be-  ^^    ,^   ^^^   ^f  „^„g      ^  g„„. 
tweentheFellowsandLicentiates,andby  ^j^^^  ^^  y,e„  appointed, and  reported 
the  violence  with  which  the  latter  urged  j„  ^             ^  ^^,^^  ^hich  was  sub- 
their  claims.    He  further  urged  that  no  geqnendy  printed.    In  this  paper  some 
"  injuiy"  was  done  to  tiie  excluded.  ^^  important  changes  were  proposed. 
Now  we  shall  not  stop  to  argue  this  „f  ^y^,,  ^^  ^^^  ^  ,1^^^^  ^^  the  time 
point;  nor  to  shew,  as  might  easily  be  ^^  vol.  xiii.  p. 698);  but  though  sup- 
done,  that  where  Uiere  is  selection  and  p^^ed  by  Dr.  Wanen,  Dr.  Chamben, 
exclusion  of  various  part,j8  equally  me-  ^^j  ^y.^,  influential  men,  it  was  ne- 
ritorious,  tiiere  must  necessarily  be  as  a  ^ertheless  ultimately  thrown  out-Dr. 
consequence  both  benefit  and  injury;  Seymour,  among  otiiers,  having  strongly 
but  we  sbaU  pass  on  to  the  principle  ^^  ^^^  ^^  however,  from  objec 
admitted  by  Sir  Henry  Halford,  namely,  jj^^,  ^^  ,„j  j^  ^^  „f  ^^  details,  and 
that  if  die  merits  of  the  aspirants  conld  f^„  ^probating  die  notion  of  legis- 
be  satisfactorily  ascertained,  equal  jus-  y^^^^  „^g,  ,1,^  intimidation  of  die 
tice  would  be  done  diem  with  respect  to  ^^^  approaching  Pariiamenttry  Com- 
dieir  admission  to  die  fellowship.  ,„j^t^^  ^^  f^^  denying  altogedier 

«  You  prefer  die  restriction  of  ad-  ''•e  neccssiQr  of  reform ;   indeed,  die 

mission  into   the  Collejre  to  the  gra-  latter  gcndeman,  in  his  evidence,  sug- 

duates  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  be-  gested  several   important    and   liberal 

cause  you  can  better  inform  your^lves  changes.    To  us  it  appean  extremely 

of  their  literary  and  scientific  educa-  ,.?/■./•                   5         i       »  ^  j 

tion,  and  of  their  moral  habits  ?-«ir  «'<'"»>t'"l.  f^  "^oso™  formerly    stated 

Henry  Haljbrd :  Yes.  (see  vol.  xiii.  page  656),  whether  die  pro- 

"  Provided  you  could  inform  your-  posed  concessions  wo'uld  have  proved 
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satisfactory  to  the  licentiates;  while  it  partyP—Z>r.  IF..- In  my  opinion.  Again, 

is  quite  certain  that  no  one  would  hare  *  ^*^®  *"*  objection  to  the  admisrion  €€ 

given  the  College  credit  for  an  act  of  ^^  ^^^"^  ^(  ?"^^'^lP°^!;T''^  **? 

*  , .  ,        *'        ,  1.11  more  favourable  terms  than  the  physi- 

grace  which  came  so  late,  and  with  the  ^ians  of  other  universities  who  have 

scrutiny  which  has  since  taken  place  been  admitted  to  examination  for  their 

impending  over  them.    A  considerable  license.     Again,    I    object    altogether 

number  of  those  more  immediately  in.  (*"1?^^  .u^'^^'T  I  !"*''t  ***^  ?* 

,         11       .  .  1    1  1  length  at  the  College)  to  the  way  m 

terested  would  certainly  have  concurred  ^^ich    the    candidates    and    lieen^ate 

in   the    sentimenU    expressed  by    Dr.  phjjsicians,  on  completing  the  period  of 

Wilson,  in  that  part  of  his  evidence  their  probation,  are  to  be  selected  and 

which  foUows  the  portion  quoted  last  elected  into  the  bod  v  of  the  FeUows.    I 

,  ^  would  have,  with  the  exception  I  have 

^^®  already  mentioned,  every  licentiate  phy- 

**  Are  the  changes  which  yon  think  sician  (and  I  moved  a  resoluiion  to  that 

advisable  in  the  present  constitution  of  effect  in  the  College),  after  a  long  and 

the  College  principally  embodied  in  the  sufficient  probation,  say  Bwe  years,  or 

paper  De  Sociis,  that  has  been  referred  any  time  that  might  be  considered  suffi- 

to;  and  ifnot,  state  what  farther  changes  cient,  brought  forward  in  rotation,  pro> 

you  think  would  be  advisable  ?—£r.  pos^  for  admission  to  the  fellowship, 

WiUon :    I    think    the    general  pnn-  and  oalloted  for  as  a  matter  of  course, 

ciple  of  tliis  paper  good,  that  of  ren-  I  would  wish  on  many  accounts  to  have 

deringf  all  ph  Vsicians  practising  under  the  entire  body  of  the  pb^'sicians  in  this 

the  license  ot  the  College  eligible  in  town  really  represented  in  the  College, 

a  certain  time.    As  I  stated  the  other  and  to  avoid  all  heartburning  and  jea- 

day,  I  should  be  glad,  in  my  private  lousies,  and  possible  canvassmg  amon^ 

opinion,  to  admit  all  physicians,  with  friends,  for  the  purposes  of  election.     1 

the  restrictions  I  have  mentioned  to-  could  wish  as  much  as  possible  to  do 

day — [these  restrictions  applied  to  phy-  away  with  all  analogy  between  the  Col- 

sicians  practising  as  accoucheurs,  and  le^e  of  Physicians  and  the  clubs  in  tho 

to  memoers  of  the  Council  of  the  Col-  neighbourhood.     [And  againl    Perhaps 

lege  of  Surgeons] — all  physicians  prac-  I  may  state  another  reason  for  my  oo* 

tising  under  the  College  license ;    to  jection  to  this  plan  of  selection  ana  bal- 

render  them  eligible  after  one  and  the  lot,  that  I  would  wish  to  avoid  by  all 

same  certain  and  sufficient  period  of  possible  means  the  chance  of  attaching 

probation,  which  is  not  the  case  in  this  stigma,  by  exclusion,  to  any  competent 

paper.     I  think  the  difference  of  time  physician  who  was  not  selectea  and 

nere  is  too  great  between  the  Oxford  elected.     Under  the  plan  here  proposed, 

and   Cambridge    physicians,    and  the  it  seems  to  me  that  a  licentiate  might  he 

physicians  of  other  universities.  passed  over  by«the  Collegfe,  from  mere 

*'^  What  do  you  mean  by  a  period  of  circumstances  of  manner ;  from  his  not 

probation? — JDr.TT.:  A  period  answering-  nutting    himself  sufficiently  forward; 

to  that  which  is  now  passed  by  the  candi.  from  not  meeting  with  the  Fellows  of 

dates  under  the  name  of  "  candidates :"  the  College  in  the  neighbouring  clubs, 

I  would  have  them  in  fact  candidates,  or  in  general  society.    1  would  vrish  to 

I  think  the  period  of  probation  here  for  avoid  the  possibility  of  a  man  of  retiring^ 

certain  of  the  licentiate  physicians  is  habits  (supposing  him  to  be  a  physician 

too  long,  and  that  I  have  stated  in  the  of  good  attainments  and  character,  and 

College.  The  longest  period  here  is  seven  competent  to  execute  the  offices  of  the 

years.    I  believe  that  in  five  years,  or  College)  being  injured    by    rejection 

perhaps  in   a  shorter  time,  we  could  even  for  one  year,  or,  as  it  might  be,  for 

judge  sufficiently  of  the  medical  attain-  a  series  of  years,  with  no  fault  on  his 

ments  and  ^neral  character  of  a  physi-  part,  &c." 
cian  practising  with  our  license  under 
our  own  eyes ;  we  should  have  sufficient        But  as  the  proposals  in  the  paper 

time  to  form  our  opinion  of  his  fitness  „ii„j^j  *^  j^  o     ••     ^ •    *  j       j 

for  the  fellowship.  ^  ^"''^^  ^^'  ^*  -^^""^  ^^'^  rejected,  and 

"The  principal  objcctof  the  probation  ^^  «ot  likely  to  be  brought  forward* 

being  to  ascertain  the  respectability  of  the  now  that  the  matter  is  in  the  bauds  of 
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Parliament,  it  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  Another  point  to  which  we  would  re- 
upon  them  longer:  we  must,  however^  fer,  is  the  construction  which  has  been 
be  allowed  to  allude  shortly  to  an  ar^u-  put  upon  the  words  '*  British  Uuiversi- 
ment  which  we  have  frequently  heard  ties.'*  It  may,  indeed,  be  argued,  that 
adduced  in  defence  of  the  present  sys-  though  the  **  scaffolding"  just  alluded 
tcm — namely,  that  the  licentiates  are  to  be  better  at  other  places,  the  **  sub- 
eligible  to  the  fellowship  at  the  end  stance"  is  more  compact  and  firm  at 
of  ten  years  ;^ eligible  they  may  be,  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  and  conse- 
bat  as  not  one  has  ever  been  elected,  quently,  that  the  foundation  is  more 
the  nugatory  nature  of  the  provision  is  solid.  Now  we  are  very  far  from  un- 
sufficiently obvious.  Indeed,  we  never  dervaluing  the  importance  of  prelimi- 
heard  of  any  one  who  was  even  nary  education,  and  we  think  that  no 
likely  to  have  been  benefitted  by  graduate  in  physic  has  any  just  claim 
this  regulation  (if  benefit  it  may  be  to  the  full  honours  of  the  Doctorate, 
called)  except  Dr.  Pearson ;  who,  poor  who  has  not  previously  taken  his  de- 
gentleman,  died  at  the  age  of  80,  in  the  gree  in  arts.  We  do  not,  however,  find 
transition  stage.  But  why,  if  the  Fjd-  that  the  College  of  Physicians,  at  any 
lowship  is  thought  worth  having;  and  time,  made  this  or  any  analogous  speci- 
every  Licentiate,  at  the  end  of  ten  fication  the  avowed  grounds  of  selection, 
years,  be  eligible  (we  like  the  word)  or  the  want  of  it  the  declared  cause  of 
—eligible  for  the  honour  at  the  end  rejection.  But  they  took  the  charter, 
of  ten  years — why  has  not  even  one  and  arbitrarily  rendered  the  words 
instance  occurred  for  the  College  to  *'  British  Universities,"  into  Oxford 
point  to?  The  reason  we  apprehend  and  Cambridge;  at  a  time,  too,  when 
to  be  simply  because  the  Licentiates  Edinburgh,  for  medicine  at  least,  held  a 
think,  with  most  other  men,  that  even  higher  rank  than  any  other  seminary  in 
gold  may  be  bought  too  dear.  Nor  is  £urope.  We  do  not  thing  that  the  sen« 
this  opinion  with  respect  to  the  prdsent  timents  of  Dr.  Sims,  on  this  point,  are 
question,  to  be  found  only  beyond  the  at  all  too  strongly  expressed. 

walls  of  the  College :  hear  Dr.  Elliot-  ,,  .                         /.  i      .  x  x     <•  , 

"  Are  you  aware  of  the  statute  of  the 

®®"  *  College  of  Physicians  in  or  about  175l» 

**  What  do  you  conceive  to  be  the  in  which,  while  pretending  to  give  an 

reason  why,  under  the  seven  rears'  by-  explanation  of  the  word's  "  Bntisn  Uni- 

law,  no  licentiate  has,  from  the  time  of  versity,"  thev  restricted  it  to  the  Univer- 

its  passing  to  the  present  time,  ever  sities  of  England  ? — Dr.S.:  Yes,  I  am; 

b^n  admitted  ?—Dr.  E. :  I  should  think  it  was  cited  in  Dr.  Stanger's  case. 

it  enough  to  frighten  most  men,  to  stand  "  At  the  period  of  passing  that  sta- 

the  chance  of  being  examined  by  a  tute,  for  how  lon^  a  time  had  Edinburgh 

whole  Cfl^ege ;  not  by  a  few  individuals,  existed  as  a  medical  school  of  celebrity  ? 

but  by  an^kssembly.  A  licentiate  would  — Dr,  S, :  I  think  degrees  were  grant- 

have  to^bmit  to   examination   from  ed  in  Edinburgh  about  the  year  1720- 

every  fellow  in  the  room,  before  the  1725 ;  it  was  about  that  time  that  stu- 

whole  body,  and  he  would  stand  the  dents  from  all  parts  be^n  to  assemble 

chance  of  being  examined  by  men  who  there  to  obtain  medical  instruction. 

were  much  his  juniors — perhaps  who  had  "  What  at  that  time  was  the  state  of 

been  his  pupils.  It  is  too  terrific,  I  think.  Edinburgh,  as  a  medical  school,  in  re- 

"  Docs  not  a  physician,  after  being  spect  of  the  professors  who   were  at- 

in  practice  for  manv  years,  forget  many  tached  to  that  school  ? — Dr.  S, :  At  that 

of  those  subjects  wnich  a  student,  at  the  period,  most  of  the  medical  professors 

time  of  his  quitting  the  University,  is  were  men    of  the    first   eminence    in 

required  to  know  ? — No  doubt  of  it.  Europe. 

'*  That  he  retains  the  substance,  but  "  Was  it  not  considered  as,  at  that 

casts  away  the  scaflfoldingF—No  doubt  time,  a  school  of  so  much  celebrity  as 

of  it.  to    compete  with  that  of  Leyden  ? — 
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Dr,  & :  Yes,  at  that  time  it  did  com-    MEETING  OF  THE  BRITISH  ASSO. 

pete  with  Leyden.                                                 CIATION  AT  EDINBURGH. 
"  Did  many  English  students  in  me-  

for  the  purpoje  of  studying  their  prole*-    York,  in  1 831  .itap^ars  that  the  member 


Phy 

their 

to  the' gnwluates  of  Oxford  and  Cam-  *yTi.'""S!,"t"Jir^  Jlltv™'*'  ""  '^ 

bridge,  Sad  erected  a  standard  of  quail-  Ij  *'it/l'°W„.  IrtTSL 

ficatToi  in  literary,  scientific,  and  medi-  ^•'"^*^„*'"'i*ri  ^i'  t    4      ^V 

cal  atUinments,  would  not  that  hare  n«l  "eehng  was  held  in  the  AssemMjr- 

been  much  more  for  the  advuitage  of  ««•"»'  f^^**^^  ^^  ^  Pj«»- 

the  medical  profession,  and  have  ^yen  ^?^J  Ifr'^'^Ki    Si-57i'T'«*^/' 

an  u«;fiil  impulse  to  this  study,  as  weU  ,^'<=^  T**"  !°«"^f  "r^J^^^n^t  ^' 

in  the  Scotcfi  as  in  the  English  Uniyer-  ^  ^fJ'^^!  *"  !,"  F''"!^'*  AT^'V'T 

,Xii^  p     n_  <j     T  .i,:«i,  J;  .^^.AA  k.--  The  different  sections  met  on  the  fol- 

sities  ?-2)r.S-  I  think  it  would  have  j     j       ^       .     ^    class-rooms  of  the 

been  a  decided  advantage  to  medical  tt_ •__,•._     •!..«_.». ^iluT'      .lI 

graduates  generally.  University :   the  first  secUon  being  that 

^  «^i.  „„r  VuY^rL: .1...:..  «^-«:  of  mathematics  and  physics ;    the   se- 

la  not  the  giving  exclusive  pnvi-  eond,  of  chemistry  and\S(ner»L)gy;  the 

kps  to  particular  Univ««U«»  as  to  the  ^j^    geology   and    geograplnf;    the 

adJniss,b,l.ty  of  their  students  to  particu-  fo„rtt,  natuSl  history ;  tfeSlQ.  ana- 
lar  professions,  liable  to  create  supine-  .^  medicine  5^  and  the   rixtJ., 

ness  m  those   Universities,  as  to  the  -  JZ!j  a*  -*jv«.", 

study  of  those  particular   suhjects  in  *  rJJf      '  j.    i       *•      _       i    _t       i 

"  Would  not  the  sivincr  the  Dri?ile<ye  *^*®*®^  ^J  ^^^  Charles  Bell,  Professor 

to  well  qualified  students  in  the  Scot?h  ^^"^^  ^'V^ff*-  "JV?  ^'''^-  T»«>"|«>n- 

Universities  have  been  likely,  on  ordi-  {"  ?"/«'  \  "'•  ,4I»«»n  .»"»  ««»  .<"» 

•««*»  ,v.»*,^/.:.«i^.  ^r«^».»A«:«;»«  ^^.fSm.,  luesday:    the  subject,  the  connexion 

fa'aTiSruX^tir^wSlTL-  between^muscuUr-'irriUibility  and  the 

Dr  S  •  1  think  in  all  orobabilitv  the  ''*'^**U8  influence.    Other  papers  were 

English  Univerelties,  under  thosi'cir-  read  on  the  following  days,  "but  without 

cumstances,  would  have  made  it  their  f"""*?  ?H^  '»'«"«''?■'•,  <*"  ^*»""- 

business  to  fonn  schools  of  medicine  as  ^"^  «"°  .^"''y.  ^."  Char  cs  Bell  was 

well  as  schools  of  arts.  engaged  m  delivenng,  in  U.e  form  of  a 

lecture, his  Views  of  the  nervous  system. 

But  it  was  not  necessary  for  them  The  report  of  the  proceedings  of  this 

to  erect  schools    of   physic,    because,  section  was  read  on  Fridajr,  by    Dr. 

foniooth,  they  were  protected  by  the  Abercrombie,  who,  after  mentioning  that 

-    .     ,     ;  -,v    T      J     ^  If  several  papers  had  been  received,  took 

exclusive  by-laws  of  the  London  College,  occasion  ti  express  the  very  great  plea- 

For  our  parts  we  must  say,  that  we  sure  which  he  and  his  brethren  had  ex- 
think  the  whole  system  of  privilege  is  a  pcrerienced  from  the  present  meeting  in 
bad  one-leading  to  idleness  and  arro-  Edinburgh,  and  their  anticioation  of 
,^  7  ^  '^,  1.1-^j  the  happy  results  to  which  such  penodi- 
gance;  but  we  trust  it  has  had  its  day,  ^.^,    congresses    of  learned  associates 

and  tliat  the  time  is  coming  when  the  must  lead.     He  concluded  with  some 

place  where  a  man  has  been  educated  remarks  on  the  connexion  of  physical 

will  be  received  only  as  a  presumption,  a"*^  ^^'^  science,  and  the  tendency  of 

.-.*  -j-^'«*  J  *    *      i-  i*         I'c  such  pursuits  to  advance  the  high  lute- 

not  admitted  as  a  test,  of  his  qualifica-  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^  ^^^,  ^^^       » 

tions.     Certain  it  is,  that  the  machinery        In   the  chemical  section  Uiere  were 

has  not  worked  well,  either  for  the  pub-  several  discussions  on  the  atomic  theory, 

lie  or  for  the  College  iteelf ;  and  that  it  the  analysis  of  the  gaseous  components 

must  either  be  reformed,  and  that  very  irc^Jfo^Vb^  X    c^^Sj 

thoroughly,    or    speedily    fall    to  the  acted  as  secretary,  and  read  the  report 

ground.  on  Friday.  ^ 

—  lu  the    section   of  natural  history, 


CA9B  OF  TIG  DOULOUREUX  SUCCESSFULLY  TREATED.         805 

many   most  interesting^  subjects  were  CASE  OF  TIC  DOULOUREUX, 

discussed ;  and  among'  the   geologists, 

Dr.  Traill  gave  an  interesting  account  Treated  LoeaUy  wth  Sucust. 

of  some  fossil  fishes  which  he  brought  

with  him  from  Orkney.     M.  Agassis  -,                              ,      _ 

had  discoTcrcd  among  them  five  new  ^ome  y^w  W,  when  I  was  trying  the 

species.    The  latter  gentleman  read  a  f^^a^^yof  the  local  influence  of  mercury 

^^^^  ^«  ««w«:»  r^^iu  <u,.«^   :«  ♦!,*  i»  arresting  chronic  inflammation  of  the 

paper  on  certain  fossik  found   m  the  various  structures  in  the  body,  with  a  view 

quarries  near  Burdiehouse,  which   he  ^^  iUustrate   the   treatment  of  diseased 

conceived  at  first  to  be  reptiles,  but  af-  joints  on  this  principle,  I  met  with  se. 

terwards  discovered  to  be  fishes  partak-  veral  very  obstinate  and  protracted  cases 

inff  of  the  character  of  reptiles.  of  tic  douloureux,  which  had  resisted  every 

Some  curious  facts  were  mentioned  in  remedy  that  could  be  devised,  and  I  deter- 

a   statistical  paper  by  Captain   Maco-  mined  to  subject  them  to  that  mode  of 

nochie,  on  the  population  and  state  of  treatment  which  I  had  found  so  successful 

crime  in  France,  showing  that  education  in  ^^^^  ^  believed  to  be  a  similar  condi. 

is  not  always  a    sufficient    guarantee  tion  of  other  textures, 

affainst  the  commission  of  crime,  but  u  ,  ^he  plan  I  adopted  was  to  keep  con^ 

mighty  instrument    for  good  or  evil,  JtanUyappUed  to  the  part,  on  a  piece  of 

^  **  _Y.        ^  V   -j:      a  j  *  t           1.  flannel,   an  ointment   composed  of  one 

acconfingasitisdrected.    Inonehun-  drachii  of  tartarized  anUiSony  and  an 

drcd  crimes  against  the  person,  eighty-  ^unce  of  mercurial  ointment,  renewing  it 

six  were  committed  by  men,  and  only  ^s  frequently  as  it  could  be  borne,  the  ob- 

fourteen  by  women ;   four-fifths  of  the  ject  being  to  produce  such  a  degree  of 

latter  were  cases  of  infanticide.     A  con-  irritation  on  the  skin  as  would  insure  the 

siderable  increase  in  the  number  of  se-  mercurial  influence  on  the  part. 

'  cond  convictions  had  taken  place ;  but,  This  method  was  attended  with  very 

according  to  the  captain,  '*  those  per-  considerable  success,  but  I  have  not  pre- 

sons  sentenced  to  the   gallows  seldom  served  any  record  of  the  cases  in  which  it 

rendered  themselves  liable  to  a  second  was  employed  at  this  Ume :  it  was  in  con- 

punUhment,"  — an    observation   which  sequence  of  the  benefit  which  a  patient 

Lcited  no  small  amusement  among  the  ^^11^%^^  foUor„f  Sui''*  '  ""  """ 

bc^rs.  James  Burrell,  62  years  of  age,  residing 

Besides  the  daily  meetmjfs  of  the  ^t  High  Beech,  in  Essex,  consulted  me  on 
secUons,  there  were  conversazioni  every  the  9th  of  February,  1829,  and  the  first  at- 
evening,in  which ^^Scotland'sdau^hters"  tempt  to  describe  his  complaint  produced 
took  a  part  These  toirSes  were  indeed  a  violent  paroxysm,  attended  with  so  great 
most  numerously  attended:  and  at  each,  contortion  of  the  face  as  at  once  to  indi- 
some  lecture  on  a  popularly-interesting"  cate  the  nature  of  the  malady, 
topic  of  science  was  delivered.  Thus  As  he  was  unable  to  articulate,  I  ob- 
Professor  Robinson,  on  Tuesday  even-  tained^  from  his  daughter,  who  accom. 
ing,  ffave  a  brilliant  account  of  comete;  PP'^  *»»™»  the  following  parUculars  of 
Dr.  Lardner,  on  Wednesday,  displayed  ^Vhrinformed  me  that,  when  able  to 
the  wonde«  of  Babbaffc's  calculating  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ihe\Km  as  com- 
engine ;  and  Dr.  Buckland,  on  Thurs-  ^^{^„  j^gt  in  front  of  the  ear,  and  dart- 
day,  delivered  an  mteresUng  and  amus-  i„g  thence  up  towards  the  forehead,  which 
mg  lecture  on  rare  and  extinct  species  he  compared  to  a  burning  iron  thrust  into 
of  fossil  reptiles.                              ^  the  part  in  this  direction.    The  paroxysms 

Among  the  distinguished  foreigners  were  momentary,  recurring  suddenly  every 

who  attended  the   Edinburgh  meeting  few   minutes    day   and    night,    without 

were  M.  Arago,  the  astronomer  royal  of  any    previous    warning,    and    subsiding 

France ;    Professor  Moll,    of  Utrecht ;  as  instantaneously,  without  leaving  any 

Professor   Uhnan,    of    Bcriin ;    Baron  vcsUge  behind  them,  the  intervals  being 

Ende;  Dr.  Vlastos,  &c.  &c.  V^^^?^y  ^'^S''''^  ,^ZL^  JJ'liStrZ 

On   Saturdav  the   proceedin^^^^^^^  Thr Ll^L^Tl  Tnl^rn-^i  ^^^^ 

wound  up  with  sundry  speeches  on  ye-  ^^^  .       .^  ^^^^  ^^  ^j,^.  ^^     The  parox- 

ncral  matters,  by  Professors  Sedgwick  ysn^g^^ere  at  first  brought  on  by  the  act  of 

and      Buckland,      M.     Ara^,     Lord  deglutition ;  afterwards  by  any  attempt  at 

Brougham,  and  others ;  and  it  was  an-  mastication  or  articulation;^  and  this  with 

nounced  that  the  next  annual  meeting  such  certainty  and  severity,  that  for  the 

will  be  held  in  Dublin,  in  August  1835,  previous  week  he  had  never  uttered  a  sin. 

under  the  presidency  of  Provost  Lloyd,  gle  syllabic,  but  had  been  compelled  to 
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write  every  thing  on  a  slate;  and  inde. 
pendently  of  their  being  thus  produced, 
they  constantly  occurred  spontaneously. 
I  was  informed  that  the  paroxysms  were 
accustomed  to  recur  with  the  same  ^- 
auency  and  severity  for  about  two  months ; 
toey  would  then  gradually  lessen  in  fre- 
quency as  well  as  in  severity  and  duration, 
until  tl^ey  altogether  disappeared,  when 
he  would  be  free  from  them  for  about  two 
or  three  months,  and  they  would  then 
again  recur  with  the  same  violence  as  be* 
fore,  without  any  assignable  cause. 

He  had  been  afflicted  in  the  same  man- 
ner, with  similar  intervals,  for  thirteen 
years,  and  believed  that  the  disease  was 
originally  brought  on  by  mental  anxidtv : 
he  was  subject  to  rheumatism  occasionally, 
and  was  very  moderate  in  his  diet,  although 
rather  of  a  full  habit 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Waltham  Abbey,  inform- 
ed  me,  that  during  the  progress  of  the 
complaint,  he  had  prescribed  the  carbo- 
nate of  iron,  quinine,  and  colchicum ;  that 
bleeding,  purgatives,  and  the  general  anti- 
phlogistic  treatment,  had  been  carried  to 
the  fullest  extent,  aided  by  cupping,  and 
the  application  of  leeches  to  the  part 
affected;  that  blisters  had  been  employed, 
and  the  tartar  emetic  ointment  freely 
rubbed  on  fo  the  part,  to  the  extent  of  pro- 
ducing as  much  irritation  as  could  be 
borne;  but  none  of  these  modes  of  treat- 
ment seemed  to  produce  any  effect  on  the 
disease,  which  pursued  its  own  course,  un- 
influenced by  remedies. 

I  directed  some  opening  pills  to  be 
taken  every  second  night,  and  the  mercu- 
rial ointment,  with  tartarized  antimony, 
to  be  applied  to  the  face  on  a  piece  of 
flannel.  This  application  produced  great 
irritation  on  the  skin ;  but  after  its  em- 
ployment for  a  fortnight,  the  paroxysms 
were  decidedly  relieved,  and  in  a  month 
he  was  perfectly  well.  He  lived  till  July 
1833,  without  naving  any  return  of  the 
disease,  and  then  died  of  some  other  com- 
plaint *. 


MADRID  MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

The  Gaceta  Mediea  dt  Madrid,  periodica  se- 
manalf  No.  1,  made  its  appearance  on  Sa- 
turday,  June  7th,  1834.  It  has  gone  on 
r^larly,  and  we  trust  prosperously,  since. 
We  noticed  the  commencement  of  the 
journal, not  long  ago,  when  we  made  some 
remarks  on  the  present  state  of  medical 
matters  in  Spain ;  and  we  add  the  present 
note  merely  to  mark  the  date  of  tne  first 
number. 


FRENCH  COOKERY. 

The  law  of  France  forbids  the  exposing? 
for  sale  the  gelatinous  flesh  of  voung^ 
calves  not  at  least  six  weeks  old.  M.  Ho- 
zard,  of  Paris,  aigues  stronglv  against  the 
regulation.  He  allows  that  this  gluey  sort 
of  young  veal  is  good  for  nothing  if  it  be 
boiled ;  but  says  he,  "  roast  it,  or  make  a 
fricasee  of  it;  put  plenty  of  pepper  and 
salt  to  it;  and  with  the  addition  of  a  little 
wine,  a  petit-verre^  and  a  cigar,  it  is  as  good 
food  as  any  in  the  world!"  —  Amtales 
d^Hygiene, 

WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  of  BURIALS, 
From  BiLCs  ofMortalitt,  Sept,  16,  1834. 


Heart,  dfseaaed  •        2 

Hooplnir-Congh   .        8 

Inflammation       .      36 

JBo«rel«&  Stomach  19 

Rraln  8 

Lungs  aod  Pleura    9 


Abaceaa  .  •  1 
Age  and  Debility .  44 
Apoplexy  •  ■  10 
Asthma  •  .  7 
Cancer  .       •       2 

Childbirth  .  .2 
Cholera  •  •  AIH 
Consumption  •  80 
Conralslons  .  42 
Croup  ...  4 
Dentition  or  Teething  8 
Diarrbosa  .        I 

Dropsy  .        .      12 

Dropsy  on  the  Brain  1 1 
Dropsy  on  the  Chest  3 
Fever  ...  12 
Fever,  Scarlet  .  14 
Fever,  Typhus  .  2 
Oout  ...  2 
Hsemorrhage  1 

Decrease  of  Burials,  as  compared  with  ) 
the  preceding  week       •       •       .  } 


Insanity 

3 

Jaundice 

4 

Liver,  diseased    . 

ar 

MeaKles 

& 

Mortification 

2 

Paralysis       • 

4 

Scrofula 

t 

Small-Poz    . 

5 

Stone  and  Gravel 

1 

Thrush 

3 

Unknown  Causes 

3 

Stillborn 


la 
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Kept  nt  Edmonton,  latitude  SX"*  37'  32"  N. 
LmgUudt  Qo  3'  51"  \V.  rf  Gremwich. 


stpu  ias4. 

Thursday .  1 1 
12 
18 
14 
15 
16 


Friday 
Saturday 
Sunday  . 
Monday . 
Tuesday . 
Wednesday  17 


TaitRMIIMIITSR. 

fk-om  51  to  59 
50  «5 
41 
40 
89 
40 
89 


66 
67 
67 


71 


BAKOItKriCII. 

297(  to  29  83 

ao<u 


29  99 
80  17 
8028 
80*25 
80-14 
29  91 


80-24 
80-29 
80-21 
80-04 
2989 


Wind  variable,  S.)V.  and  N.E.  prevailing. 

Frequent  rain  during  the  11th;  the  12th  gene* 
rally  cloudy,  with  frequent  intervals  of  sunshine  ; 
since  tUe  1 2th,  except  the  morning  of  the  16th 
and  17tb,  generally  dear. 

Rain  fUlen,  '2  of  an  loch. 

Charles  Hen&y  Adams. 


•  Cases  of  Tic  Doulonreuz,  and  other  Forma  of 
Ncnralgla.  By  John  Scott,  Surgeon  to  the  Lon- 
don HosplUl,  &c.  OustpubUshed.) 


NOTICE. 

We  fear  the  cases  of  Cholera  sent  last 
season  from  Walsall  hare  been  destroyed. 
From  the  length  of  time  which  had  elapsed, 
we  did  not  suppose  that  the  writer  wished 
them  to  be  returned. 


W.  Wilson,  Printer,  67,  Skinner-Street,  London. 


THE 

LONDON  MEDICAL  GAZETTE, 

BEING  A 

WEEKLY  JOURNAL 

OF 

iMeHfrine  anil  tl)e  Collateral  S^tittms, 

SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  27,  1834. 


LECTURES  ereiy  60  l^boun ;  20  of  triplets,  and  one 

of  quaclrnplets.    From  tables  which  I  have 

®"  *"■  mjrsclf  kept,  T  find,  out  of  13,900  cases, 

THEORY  AND  PRACTICE   OF  j!""?  occurred  about  once  in  every  80. 

Triplets  are  generally  supposed  to  be  met 

MIDWIFERY;  with  once  in  about  3  or   4000  labours; 

and  the  returns  from  Dublin  would  lead 

Delivered  at  the  London  Hatpital^  us  to  believe  that  estimate  tolerably  cor- 

Bif  Francis  H.  Ramsbotham,  M.D.  «**5  ^'^IL*"  ^"''""^  ^  ,V"'°^  ^v®  ^'*" 

quency  of  these  cases  generally  much  over- 

_  rated.     Quadruplets  are  so    rare    as  to 

.               J  J  defy  Buy  thing  like  an  accurate  calculation. 

IjECTUeb  IjI.  ft  is  popularly  supposed  that  climate, 

COMPLEX  LABOURS.  ^^  ^^  «***tf  '^!^^'''l  ^"^  ^^'a^  ^^ 

country  has  advanced,  exert  an  influence 

PLURAL  BIRTHS.  ^^  ^^^  multiplication  of  the  human  species; 

and  that  certain  external  circumstances 

Avenge  frequency.  —  Woman,  although  are  favourable  or  otherwise  to  the  frequent 

usually  uniparient,  like  other  uniparient  production  of  twins ;  but  this  is  by  no 

animals,  sometimes  produces  more  than  means  proved;  although  vie  know  that 

one  offspring  at  a  birth ;  and  when  the  some  animals,  the  sow,  for  instance,  farrow 

gestation  is  plural,  twins  are  by  far  the  more  youns^  at  a  birth,  and  also  more  fre. 

most  frequent.    The  arerage  of  twin  cases  quently,  when  domesticated,  than  when  in 

varies  considerably  in  different  parts  of  the  a  state  of  nature.    Dewees  says,'  that  if  the 

world;  and  we  find  also  no  little  dif-  various  tables  can  be  relied  on,  it  is  certain 

ference  in  the  tables  kept  by  separate  in-  '*  there  are  conditions  and  circumstances 

divxduals    in    the  same   country.     Thus  which  give  rise  to  more  double  births*' 

Denman  shews  that  in  the  Middlesex  Hos-  in  America  than  Europe. 

pital  in  this  metropolis  one  occurred  in  It  is  also  a  frequent  belief  that  preter- 

about  every  93  labours;   in  the  London  natural  fecundity  is  to  a  certain  extent 

practice  of   midwifery    the  estimate    is  hereditary,  and  Dewees  states  that  *'  some 

stated  as  one  in  48;  Conquest  considers  facts  within  his  own  knowledffe  would 

it  one  in  90 ;  Gooch,  one  in  about  70 ;  seem  to  countenance  this  supposition ;  but 

Blundell  states,   that   from  the  statist!-  they  are  not  sufficiently  numerous  or  strong 

cal  accounts  transmitted  to  government  in  to  confirm  it."    He  looks  upon  it,  how^- 

the  year  1801,  it  appeared  that  in  these  ever,  as  in  stfme  instances  constitutional, 

islands  one  in  65  was  a  twin  case.    Bland,  ftnd  adduces  the  case  of  a  woman  whom  he 

in  London,  and  Boer,  at  Vienna,  met  with  knew,  that  five  times  produced  twins,  and 

one  in  80;  in  the  Maternity  at  Paris,  one  never  had  a  single  child ;  and  another  who 

was  met  with  in  88 ;  in  the  Maison  d'Ac-  thrice  brought  forth  twins,  though  not 

conchemens,  one  in  91 ;  Mad.  Boivin  met  consecutively. 

with  one  only  in  every  132;  Dewees  ave-  It  has  been  also  observed,  that  some 

rages  the  frequency  in  North  America  as  one  seasons  appear  more  prolific  than  others, 

in  75;  Dr.  Amell's  average  is  also  one  in  75;  as  well  in  the  human  race  as  other  pro- 

Dr.Moore's,onein7d.  From  the  table  I  hold  dnctions  of  nature;  but  whether  this  is 

in  my  hand,  of  67,439  women  delivered  in  anite  accidental,  or  dependent  on  some 

the  Dublin  Lying-in  Hospital,  there  were  nxed  laws,  is  not  easily  determined.    Den- 

1115  cases  of  twins,  being  about  one  in  man,  indeed,  says,  *^  it  can  scarcely  be 

056.— XIV.  3  M 
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doubted  that  there  is  some  relation  in  Easter-day  1276,  at  9  a.ii.  was  bnniglit  to 

those  years  between  the  animal  and  Tege-  bed  of  365  children,  all  of  which  were 

table  creation."  baptised  in  two  brazen  basins  by  Gnido, 

The    prolific    powers   of    the    homan  the  suffragan    of  Utrecht.     The   males, 

female,  however,  are  not  even  limited  to  how  many  soever  there  were  of  them, 

the  production  of  four  children  at  a  birth,  were  christened  John,  all  the  daughters 

I  hare  already  mentioned  five  foetuses,  Elizabeth;   who    altogether,    with   their 

preserved  in  one  bottle  in  the  Museum  of  mother,  died  on  the  same  day,  and  with 

the  College  of  Surgeons,  born  at  one  birth,  their  mother  lie  buried  in  this  church  of 

under  the  care  of  the  late  Dr.  Hull,  of  Lonsdunen."    This  supernatural  infliction 

Manchester;   they  had  advanced  to  five  is  accounted  for  on  the  principle  of  ivtri- 

months  intra-nterine  age.  butive  justice;  for  we  are  infonned  that 

Since  I  last  spoke  to  you  on  this  sub-  the  countess,  being  solicited  for  alms  by  a 

ject,  I  have  paid  some  attention  to  the  poor  woman    who  was    carrying  twins, 

histories  on  record  of  extraordinary  fecnn-  shook  her  off  in  contempt,  declaring  that 

dity  in  the  human  race;  and,  putting  out  she  could  not  have  them  by  one  £tber; 

of   the  question  the  extravagant  stories  *'  whereupon  the  poor  woman  prayed  to 

related  by  Ambrose  Par^,  Shenckius,  Pe-  God  to  send  her  as  many  children  as  there 

trus  Boreili,  and  others,  I  find  there  are  were  days  in  the  whole  year;  which  came 

four  other  well  attested  cases  of  five  chiU  to  pass  as  is  briefly  recorded  in  this  table 

dren  at  a  birth  on  record :  one  of  these  oc-  for  perpetual  recollection,  testified  as  well 

curred  in  London,  another  at  Wells,  in  by  ancient  manuscripts  as  by  many  printed 

Somersetshire,  (both  of  which  are  noted  chronicles." 

in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine ;)  the  third        Now,  you  will  be  inclined  to  laogh  at 

in    Upper  Saxony ;   and    the   last  near  this  story,  and  the  credulity  of  the  people 

Prague,  in  Bohemia*  These  cases  are  cited  who  raised  the  memorial;   and   yet  no 

by  Dr.  Garthshore,  in  a  curious  paper  on  doubt  the  broad  fact  is  true,  that  the  poor 

pluralityof  children,  read  before  the  Royal  lady   died  after  having  pytn  Imih  to  a 

Society  at  the  time  when  he  presented  numberofwaterv  cysts,  which  were  looked 

them  with  Dr.  Hull's  interesting  instance,  upon  as  ova.    A  very  slight  stretch  of  the 

The  London  Practice  of  Midwifery,  and  imagination  might  transform  them  into 

some  other  works  on  the  science,  state  children  in  embryo,  and  in  the  rigid  ad- 

that  Dr.  Osbom  met  with  six  distinct  ova  herence  to  the  Catholic  forms  of  worship, 

thrown  off  at  one  abortion,  but  on  what  it  might  have  been  thought  necessary  thai 

authority  1  have  not  been  able  to  discover,  the  baptismal  ceremony  should  be  per- 

Par%  indeed  tells  us,  that  in  his  day  the  formed :  in  fact,  they  were  nothing  more 

wife  of  the  lord  of  Maldemeure,  in  the  than  a  mass  of  hydatids,  (the  same  indeed 

parish  of  Sceaux,  near  Chambellay,  pro-  as  all  other  cases  of  abortions,  in  which  it 

duced  six  children  at  a  birth,  after  which  was  presumed  many  ova  were  expelled), 

she  died ;  and  that  the  then  present  lord  of  as  is  clear  from  the  declaration,  that "  they 

Maldemeure  was  the  only  surviving  one.  were   baptized   in    two  brazen  basins.** 

His  history  of  this  extraordinary  occur  The    noble    lady   probably    sunk    from 

rence  is  so  circumstantial  as  to  impress  us  flooding. 

with  the  belief  that  he  was  himself  fully        Twins  may  possibly  proceed  both  from 

convinced    of    the    fact.     It   would    be  one  ovarium,    or  the  rudiments  of  one 

going  too  far,  perhaps,  to  say  that  such  foetus  may  be  furnished  by  each  gland, 

an  event  was  impossible;  but  we  must  When  the  conception,  however,  is  more 

take  into  account  that  Par^,  though  an  than  duplex,  it  is  dear  that  one  ovary 

honest  man,  and  an  excellent  surgeon  for  must  supply  two ;  for  no  instance  has  yet 

his  time,  was  a  very  credulous  philosopher,  been  met  with  where  these  organs  have 

But  the  most  miraculous  instance  of  been  in  excess.     It  is  commonly  supposed 

supposed  fecundity  in  a  human  female  is  that  twins  are  the  result  of  one  connexion; 

that  of  the  Countess  Henneberg,  recorded  and  instances  have  come  within  my  own 

on  a  marble  tablet    in    the   church  of  knowledge  where  this  must  have  been  the 

Lonsdunen,  near  Leyden.     The  monu-  case ;  but  it'is  not  equally  plain  that  this 

ment  bears  the  following  announcement: —  is  an  universal  rule.    I  shall  hereafter  of. 

"  Ea   tibi  monstrotnin  nlmls  et  memorsbtle  fer  to  your  notice  a  few  remarks  on  suJSer- 

factam,  foBtation,  and  endeavour  to  prove  that  those 

Quale  nee  a  mondi  conditloD*  datum."  ^j^ggg  ^hich  were,  till  comparatively  late 

After  which  lines  follows  a  prose  account  times,  looked  upon  as  instances  of  a  second 

of  the  miracle ;  to  wit,  **  That  Margaret,  conception,  occurring  some  months  after  a 

the  wife  of  Hennam,  Earl  of  Henebeig,  first  impregnation,— while  the  uterus  still 

and  daughter  of  Florence,  the  fourth  Earl  retained   the  fruit  of  the  former  inter- 

of  Holland  and  Zealand,"  (then  we  are  course,— were  falsely  esteemed  instances  of 

fisvoured  with  her  pedigree  for  roauy  gene,  superfcetation.     But  it  is  by  no  means  im. 

rations,) "  being  aoout  40  years  old,  upon  possible  that  a  second  impregnation  may 
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take  place  foon  after  a  former  one  has  oo-  twini  might  possibly  be  the  result  of  two 
cnrred.  It  is  not  difficult,  indeed,  to  ima-  separate  connexions,  if  only  a  short  period 
gine  that  such  an  event  may  happen  at  intervened  between  them. 
any  time  previously  to  the  uterus  becom-  Each  individual  child  which  the  uterus 
ing  lined  with  the  secretion  afterwards  con-  contains,  according  to  the  law  of  nature, 
▼erted  into  the deddnous membrane;  orun-  is  distinctly  enveloped  in  its  own  mem- 
til  its  mouth  is  plugged  with  that  viscid  branes,  so  that  its  body  is  not  in  contact 
mucus  which  divides  its  cavity  from  that  with  that  of  its  brother,  possesses  its  own 
of  the  vagina,  and  which  would  entirely  quantity  of  liquor  amnii,  has  a  separate 
prevent  the  immission  of  the  seminal  fluid  funis  and  separate  placenta, — the  circula- 
m  eoitu.  Cases,  indeed,  are  recorded  that  tions  not  inosculating.  Generally  the  pla. 
bear  upon  the  point.  The  celefasmted  onere-  ce&tse  are  attached  at  a  part  of  their  edges ; 
lAted  1^  BuHbn,  for  example.  A  whitewo-  and  often,  on  regarding  the  matemai  uioe, 
maaatCharlestown,lnSouthCarolina,wa8  they  appear  but  one  mass;  at  other  times 
delivered,  in  1714,  of  two  children,  one  they  are  situated  distanUy  Arom  each  other, 
black,  and  the  other  white  ;—thisdifference  at  different  points  of  the  uterus;  again, 
in  colour  led  to  an  inquiiy,  and  she  con.  occasionally,  though  very  rarely,  the  ves- 
fessed  that,  on  a  particular  day,  imme-  sels  of  the  one  child  anastomose  with  those 
diately  after  her  husband  had  left  his  bed,  of  the  other.  It  has  been  remarked,  that 
a  negro  entered  her  room,  and,  threatening  both  children  have  lain  in  one  hag  of  mem- 
to  murder  her  if  she  did  not  consent,  branes;  and  cases  are  recordeo,  such  as 
forced  her  to  submit  to  his  will.  Dr.  the  one  in  the  Memoirs  of  the  Royal  Aca- 
Moselev  has  recorded  another  instance  demy,  Tmhere  the  placenta  was  in  all  re- 
somewhat  similar,  in  his  Tropical  Dis-  spects  single,  and  the  funis  arose  singly, 
cases;  it  occurred  within  his  own  know,  and  divided  into  two  branches  when  about 
ledge,  on  Shortwood  Estate,  Jamaica.  A  to  terminate  in  the  umbilicus  of  each 
negro  woman  brought  forth  at  a  birth  two  foetus. 

chudien  of  the  same  size,  one  of  which  Symptomi  of  twin  gntatim, — There  are  no 
was  a  negro,  and  the  other  a  mulatto.  On  s^ptoms  diuring  pr^paancy  which  posi. 
beingquestioned,  she  admitted  that  a  white  tively  indicate  to  us  that  the  womb  con- 
man  belonging  to  the  estate  came  into  her  tains  more  than  one  fcetus.  Some  have 
hut  one  morning  before  she  was  up,  and  been  noted  and  dwelt  upon  as  diagnostic 
she  suffered  his  embraces,  almost  imme-  marks,  but  they  are  all  more  or  less  folia- 
diately  after  her  black  husband  had  left  cious.  Such  are,  the  uterus  being  of  a 
her.  Dr.  Dewees  has  related  that  a  ser-  larger  size  than  usual ;  but  this  may  de- 
▼ant  in  Montgomery  countv  was  delivered  pend  on  an  increased  quantity  of  liquor 
of  a  black  and  white  child  at  one  birth,  amnii ; — tiie  woman  feeling  two  distinct 
which  were  often  seen  by  the  Doctor.  He  movements  at  different  parts  of  the  ute- 
states  also,  that  on  the  report  of  her  preg.  rus;  but  the  sensations  of  a  pregnant 
nancy,  both  a  black  and  white  man  cusap-  patient  on  this  point,  as  expressed  by  her, 
neared  fh>m  the  neighbourhood ;  and  El>  are  scarcely  ever  to  be  relied  upon ; — 
liotson  has  put  on  record,  that  Mr.  Black-  an  irregularity  in  the  shape  of  the  womb ; 
aller,  of  Weybridge,  sent  him  the  follow-  its  being  broader  than  common,  or  mea- 
ing  account: — A  white  woman  of  veiy  suring  more  laterally  than  in  the  Ion- 
loose  character  left  her  husband,  and  some  gitudinal  direction;  but  this  again  ma^ 
time  afterwards  returned  pregnant  to  the  be  the  conseouence  of  a  transverse  posi- 
parish,  and  was  delivered  in  the  work-  tion  of  the  rcetus,  or  an  irregularity  in 
Douse  of  twins ;  *\  one  of  which,"  says  Mr.  the  development  of  the  uterine  fibres  them- 
Blackaller,  **  was  bom  of  a  darker  colour  selves.  If,  indeed,  it  should  happen  that 
than  I  have  usually  observed  the  infknts  of  the  organ  was  divided  into  nearly  equal 
the  negroes  in  the  West  Indies  to  be;  the  portions,  by  a  sulcus  running  lougitudi. 
hair  quite  black,  with  the  woolly  appear-  nally  downwards  from  the  fundus  to  the 
anoe  usual  to  them,  with  flat  nose,  and  cervix,  we  might  suspect  a  twin  gestation 
thick  lips ;  the  other  had  all  the  appear-  with  some  confidence.  Dr.  Kennedy,  of 
ances  common  to  white  children."  That  Dublin,  whose  name  I  have  before  inen- 
these  respective  twins  were  not  the  off-  tioned,  and  other  gentiemen  who  have 
spring  of  one  parent  is  verv  evident;  and  given  their  attention  to  auscultation,  as  a 
a  second  impregnation,  therefore,  must  means  of  distinguishing  prmancy, inform 
have  taken  place;  but  we  have  proof  in  us,  that  they  can  always  aetect  twins  in 
two,  at  least,  that  the  connexions  followed  utero  by  the  double  pulsation  of  the  foetal 
each  other  quickly,  before  any  changes  hearts.  I  have  not  mvself  acquired  such 
could  have  been  commenced  in  the  uterus,  perfection  in  the  use  of  the  stethoscope  as 
With  the  knowledge,  then,  of  such  acci-  to  warrant  my  giving  an  opinion  founded 
dental  occurrences  in  our  possession,  we  on  the  indications  which  that  instrument 
are  warranted  in  believing  that,  in  the  supplies.  And,  fortunately,  such  know- 
case  of  a  woman  living  with  her  husband,  ledge  is  not  required  in  practice;  for,  al- 
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though  we  might  he  asrared  of  the  gesta-  applied,   blood  will  most   likelj 

tion  being  plaral  before  labour  commenced,  through  the  ragina.    Affain,  a  collection 

our  treatment  would  not  be  in  the  least  of  bl<wd  behind  Uie  foetu  membranes  maj 

influenced  by  our  discoveiy.  be  mistaken  for  the  unbroken  cyst  of  a 

PotUion  in  ntero, — The  two  children  may  second  child.    The  case  will  be  rendered 

each  be  placed  in  utero  in  all  the  varieties  clear  on  lacerating  them ;  for  coagnla  and 

of  position  which  one  may  occupy.    It  is  fluid  blood  will  escape  instead  of  liqaor 

generally  beliered  that  the  most  frequent  amnii. 

presentation  is  the  head  of  one  and  breech        As  soon  as  we  hare  satisfied  ourselres 

of  the  other;   but  I  have  before  remarked,  that  the  case  is  ^ural,  it  is  oar  doty  to 

that  from  my  own  tables,  I  should  con.  determine  the  presentation  as  speedily  as 

dude  it  was  more  usual  for  both  the  heads  possible ;  and  if  it  be  transrene,  to  torn, 

to  offer  themselves  downwards.    Campbell  as  in  ordinaxy  cases,  according  to  the  rales 

also  states,  in  his  late  yaluable  work,  that  already  sufficiently  detailed.    But  if  the 

from  a  register  of  his  cases,  "  he  finds  head    or  the  breech   be   presenting,  the 

both  the  foetuses  have  alinost  always  pre-  membranes  may  be  ruptured  immediately, 

sented  the  yertex:"  that  an  opportunity  may  be  given  for  the 

Progrtm  of  labour  and  treatmenU^—Twin  depending  part  to  pass  at  once  into  the 
labour  generally  proceeds  exactly  in  the  pelvis.  There  cannot  be  the  same  ncces- 
same  manner  as  though  there  was  but  one  sity  for  preserving  the  bag  of  membranea 
child.  The  pains  increase  in  ftequenqr  of  a  second  child  entire  that  I  have  so 
and  strength,  the  membranes  protrucle  often  insisted  on  in  single  births,  beeanse 
through  the  os  uteri,  and  in  process  of  the  passages  hore  been  sufficiently  pre- 
time  burst;  bitt  (he  uterine  contractions  pared  by  the  exit  of  the  first  to  allow  tfie 
are  often  morefteble  than  when  the  womb  easy  transit  of  the  second,  if  the  childiea 
contains  but  one ;  and  they  do  not  seem  so  are  nearly  of  the  same  size;  and  tbiB  pro- 
effective,  since  they  can  only  act  u]>on  the  ceeding  u^quently  excites  the  ntems  to 
body  which  is  presenting  through  the  me-  IncreaMd  energy,  and  facilitates  the  ter. 
dium,  as  it  were,  of  the  ovum  lying  above,  mination  of  the  case. 
No  interference,  however,  Is  necessary.  It  will  occasionally  happen,  indeed,  that 
solely  on  that  account ;  and,  provided  no-  the  two  children  are  expelled  so  rapidly, 
thing  untoward  happens,  the  labour  must  one  after  the  other,  as  scarcely  to  give 
be  allowed  to  proceed  uninterruptedly,  time  for  an  internal  examination  to  be  la> 
until  the  first  child  is  expelled ;  when^  for  stituted  between  their  births ;  «nd  it  faaa 
the  first  time,— although  we  might  hare  happened  to  me  more  than  once  to  find  a 
had  our  suspicions  before, — ^we  become  second  child  in  the  world  before  the  one 
positively  certain  of  the  existence  of  a  already  bom  could  be  separated, 
second.  If  the  uterine  contractions  be  tolerably 

I  have  already  advised  you,  in  all  cases,  powerf\il,  the  birth  of  a  second  twin  is 

to  place  the  hand  on  the  abdomen  as  soon  very  seldom  protracted,  unless  it  be  mis- 

as  the  funis  is  divided,  to  ascertain  the  placed  in  utero,  monstrons  in  formation,  or 

state  of  the  uterus  and  placenta,  and  to  much  laiger  in  size  than  the  one  first  ex- 

learn  whether  there  be  a  second  child ;  if  pelled.     It  is  not  unlikely,  however,  that 

so,  the  womb  will  be  found  still  large,  its  twins  may  exist  with  a  defonned  pelvis, 

fundus  rising  to  the  umbilicus,  or  above  it,'  and    both  may  require  to  be    extracted 

and  occupying  a  space  apparently  almost  either  by  the  forceps  or  craniotomy  instm- 

as  great  as  before  the  birth  of  the  first,  ments ;  and  Denman  justly  remarks,  <<  if 

We  may  detect,  also,  that  degpree  of  elas-  we  were  compelled  to  make  the  first  laboar 

ticity    and    subdued  fluctuation, — if  the  artificial,  it  might  be  neoessanr  or  expe- 

membranes  be  still  whole, — which  I  have  dient  to  deliver  the  patient  of  her  second 

before  mentioned  are  so  characteristic  of  on  the  same  principle,  unless  the  natural 

the  uterus  at  full  tinle.    This  simple  exa-  efforts  should  be  efficaciously  made  soon 

mination  will  generally  be  sufficient  to  in-  after  the  birth  of  her  first  child."    Wo- 

form  us  of  the  fact ;   should  any  doubt,  men,   then,    seldom  suffer  much   daring 

however,  remain,  the  finger  must  be  passed  the   birth  of  a    second  twin.      As   the 

up  to  the  OS  uteri,  and  the  membranes  of  principal  pains,  under   ordinary  labour, 

the  second  foetus  will  be  felt  presenting,  as  are  those  of  dilatation,  and  the  sufferings 

during  the  first  stage  of  natural  labour.  generally  in  proportion  to  the  resistance 

It  is  possible  we  may  be  deceived  both  experienced,  we  should  naturally  expect 

in  the  external  and  internal  examination,  that  the  second  child  would  be  born  with- 

The  utenis  may  contain,  besides  the  pla-  out  either  any  great  effort  or  much  addi- 

centa,  a  laige  quantity  of  coagula,  which  tional  painful  sensation.      But  when  a 

may  so  distend  its  cavity,  that  the  oi^gan  woman,  after  having  given  birth  to  one 

may  occupy  the  principal  part  of  theabdo-  child,  learns  that  there  is  another  still  in 

men ;  but  it  will  be  softer  than  when  ano-  utero,  she  mostly  becomes  not  only  appre. 

ther  child  remain^  and  on  pressure  being  hensive  of  her  safety,  but  also  fearful  that 
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ahe  has  to  undei^  a  repetition  of  the  ago-  round  two  or  three  fingers  of  the  left  hand, 
nies  ahe  has  just  endured;  and  the  impres-  and  brought  to  its  bearing,  while  the  index 
sion  on  her  mind  may  possibly  interfere  of  the  right  is  carried  up  to  the  brim  of 
with  the  continuance  of  uterine  action,  the  pelvis ;  and  afterwards  the  other  must 
For  this  reason  it  is  better  neither  to  in-  be  treated  in  the  same  way.  No  attempt 
form  her  abruptly  of  the  nature  of  the  must,  on  any  account,  be  made  to  re- 
case,  nor  to  make  any  mystery  about  it,  move  them  through  the  agency  of  the  cords, 
but  calmly  to  tell  her  that  she  will  soon  until  the  beds  of  both  can  be  most  dis- 
be  blest  with  a  second ;  and  this  may  be  tinctly  felt,  and  their  masses  principally 
ooupled  with  a  congratulation  on  the  for-  surrounded  by  the  fingers,  introduced  as 
lunate  progress  of  me  labour  so  far ;  and  in  a  common  examination ;  but  when  they 
an  assurance  that  she  will  have  but  little  havedescended sufficiently lowtobeentirely 
mofe  pain  to  bear,  and  that  the  case  pre-  encompassed^ — each  funis  having  been  put 
seots  no  features  calling  for  anxiety.  slightly  on  the  stretch, — traction  may  be 

In  the  conduct  of  a  common  twin  case,  made  by  both  together,  and  the  oigans  re« 

it  is  of  the  greatest  consequence  that  we  movedfrom  the  yagina,with  the  cautions  be- 

should  not  attempt  to  extract  the  placenta-  foresufficiently,Itrust,insistedon.    Should 

of  the  first  until  after  the  birth  of  the  flooding  supervene  a^r  the  birth-  of  botli 

second,  and  that  we  should  not  make  any  children,  or  the  time  previously  specified 

tnction  at  the  cut  Amis  which  is  hanging  elapse,  the  hand  must  be  introduced,  and 

out  of  the  vagina;   for  if  we  separate  the  the  placenta  removed;   should  adhesion 

placenta   from    its    uterine    attachment,  exist,  the  separation  must  be  conducted  on 

flooding  will  certainly  supervene,  and  the  the  common  principles —care  being  taken 

loss  of  blood  may  be  so  great  as  to  require  not  to  remove  either  until  both  are  fully 

the  immediate  evacuation  of  the  uterus  •  in  our  grasp.    The  uterus  must  be  stimu- 

the  only  likely  means  by  which  it  can  be  lated  to  continued  contraction  by  pressure, 

restrained,  the  application  of  cold  and  astringents  if 

Upon  the  expalsion  of  the  second  child,  necessary,  and  the  case  must  be  treated  as 
the  uterus  must  be  again  examined,  both  one  of  ordinary  haemorrhage.  On  the 
externally  and  per  vaginam,  to  ascertain  withdrawal  of  the  placentie,  it  is  always 
that  there  Is  not  a  third,  the  birth  of  desirable  that  the  maternal  face  should  be 
which  (should  there  be  another),  is  to  be  inspected,  to  assure  ourselves  no  part  re- 
conducted exactly  on  the  same  principles ;  mains  within  the  uterus. 
so  also  with  regard  to  a  fourth  and  fifth  I  need  scarcely  warn  you  that  if  flood- 
likewise  ;  for  we  may  any  of  us  possibly  ing,  convulsions,  or  other  dangerous  symp 
meetwitboneof  these  prodigious  instances  toms,  shew  themselves  between  the  birth 
of  fecundity.  I^^is  seldom,  however,  when  of  the  two  children,  the  ordinary  methods 
there  are  more  than  two  children  in  ntero,  must  \e  used  to  combat  them,  and  the 
that  gestation  proceeds  to  its  full  term.  speedy  delivery  of  the  second  must  be  un- 

In  every  case  of  plural  gestation,  there  dertaken.    But  there  is  a  point  admitting 

is  coDsiderablv  greater  danger  from  hsemor-  of  some  dispute,  and  deserving  of   verv 

rhage  than  when  the  birth  is  single ;  part-  grave  consiaeration — namely,  the  lengtn 

ly  from  the  increased  size  which  the  ute-  of  time  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  Wait 

nis  has  acquired,  and  its  indisposition  to  after  the  birth  of  the  first  child,  before 

oontiact  thoroughly;  partly  from  the  larger  means  are  taken  to  extract  the  second ;  no 

niimber  of  vascular  orifices  exposed  on  dangerous  symptoms  in  the  meantime  ap- 

the  sepcunation  of  the  placenta ;  and  partly  pearing.    Some  practitioners  decry  arti- 

from  the  greater  chance  of  adhesion  having  ficial  assistance,  merely  in  consequence  of 

taken  place  at  some  part  of  the  more  ex-  lapse  *of  time,  and  found  their  arguments 

tended  surface  in  apposition  to  the  uterus,  on  the  very  excellent  obstetrical  maxim 

Our  principal  attention  should  therefore  that  nature  should  never  be    interfered 

be   directed  to  preventing  or  subduing  with,  or  thwarted  in  her   intentions,  so 

flooding.      With  this  view,   the   uterus  long  as  she  can  be  safely  trusted.    The 

should  be  stimulated  to  throw  off  the  pla-  consequence  of  this  doctrine  is,  that  often 

cents,  by  the  grasping  pressure  of  the  many  nours,  sometimes  many  days,  have 

hand,  ana  the  utmost  care  must  be  taken  been  allowed  to  pass,  after  the  birth  of  one 

thai  both  these  masses  pass  from  the  cavity  child,  before  the  labour  was  terminated, 

aty  or  nearly  at,  the  same  time.    If  one  be  This  is  a  practice  that  I  cannot  sanctioi^, 

lirought  away  while  the  other  remains  be-  because  of  the  danger  (particularly  from 

hind,  haemorrhage  must  occur,  for  reasons  flooding)  to  which  the  woman  must  be 

before  frequentfy  noticed.    Compression,  more  or  less  subjected  during  the  interval ; 

then,  must  be  used  more  diligently  than  and  because  of  the  anxiety,  excitement,  and 

in  «>mmon  labours;  and  on  examining  in-  alarm,  that  must  necessarily  harass  her 

temally,  to  ascertain  whether  the  placentae  mind  until  she  {^relieved :  nor  is  it  by  any 

be  separated  and  lying  loose  in  the  vagina,  means  improbable  that  such  depressing 

one  of  the  fanes  must  first  be  twisted  feelings  may  materially  ratcrfere  with  her 
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ultimate  recovery.    I  therefore  perfectlj  feet  of  another  presented  in  the  pelm  at 

concur  with  Denman,  in  thinking  that  u  the  same  time.    The  midwife  in  atten. 

uterine  action  is  not  re-established,  some  dance,  before  he  arrived,  had  pulled  down 

limit  should  be  placed  to  our  passive  treat-  the  feet,  and  jammed  the  breech  and  head 

ment,  and  that  the  time  which  "  it  may  together.    The  pains  beinsr  very  powerful, 

be  expedient  to  wait  shall  neither  be  so  the  labour  was  terminated  natunlly;  the 

short  as  to  run  the  risk  of  injuring  the  pa-  child  whose  head  presented  being  expelled 

tient  by  hurry  or  rashness,  nor  so  long  as  first,  the  other  aherwards.    In  the  ISlh 

to  increase  the  danger,  should  any  exist,  voL  of  the  Medico* Chirurgical   Traosac- 

nor  the  difficulty  of  delivering  the  patient,  tions,  is  a  case,  related  by  Mr.  Allan,  of 

if  we  should  be  at  length  obliged  to  use  art  Leicester-Square,  in  which  the  heads  mS 

for  this  purpose."    And  I  think  the  period  two  children  occupied  the  pelvis  together 

specified  by  the  same  estimable  physician—  (the  body  of  one  being  in  the  world,)  and 

four  hours,  perhaps— the  least  obiection-  were  both  expelled  simultaneously  by  ute- 

able.     I  have  already  advised  that  the  rine  contraction;  and  he  refers  to  two 

membranes  should  be  ruptured  soon  after  others  of  the  same  kind — one  in  the  Edin- 

tile  birth  of  the  first  child,  and  the  possi-  burgh  Medical  and  Suigical  Journal,  for 

bility  of  being  compelled  to  deliver  artifi-  January  1622,  and  Uie  other  in  the  Jour- 

cially  does  not  militate  against  this  prac-  nal  de  Mklecine  for  November  1771.    I 

tice;  for  if  the  uterus  acts  vigorously,  the  was  on  one  occasion  sent  for  to  the  aasia- 

fcetus  will  most  likely  pass  naturally ;  and  tance  of  a  midwife  who  had  been  polling 

if  the  pains  are  feeble,  or  altogether  defi-  at  two  feet,  which  I  found  external  to  die 

cient,  there  can  exist  little  or  no  impedi-  vulva.    Although  they  were  a  right  and 

ment  to  the  introduction  of  the  hand  and  left,  I  immediately  detected,  by  the  diiec. 

the  performance  of  turning :  and  this  is  tion  of  the  toes,  that  they  belonged  to  dif- 

tho  operation,  indeed,  which  we  shall  find  ferent  bodies ;  by  gently  pushing  np  one^ 

most  usually  called  for  when  it  becomes  and  careful  traction  at  tne  other  i^»  I 

necessaiy  to  terminate  the  labour  by  art.  extricated  each  breech  from  the  brim  ofthe 

Some  practitioners  advise  the  exhibition  pelvis,  and  both  children  were  bom  living, 
of  the  eigot  in  preference  to  having  re>> 

course  to  artificial  delivery,  in  cases  where  With  twin  cases,  gentlemen,  my  obser- 

inertia  of  the  uterus  retards  the  expulsion  vations  on  labour  are  brought  to  a  doee; 

of  the  second  child.    I  should  not  object  l>ut  there  remain  still  to  be  considered  the 

to  making  a  trial  of  this  drug,  but  would  maladies  attendant  on  the  puerperal  and 

not    rely    implicitly    on  its    efficacy,  to  the  pregnant  states,  the  organic  affectiona 

the  exclusion  of   more    certain   means,  of  the  uterine  system,  and  the  diseases  of 

These  recommendations,   however,  must  infancy;  which  I  have  generally  considered 

only  be  understood  to  apply  to  twin  la-  the  second  part  of  our  course.    The  next 

hours,  at  the  full  period  of  gestation.    If  subject,  therefore,  will  be  Puerperal  Dia- 

one  fcetus  be  thrown  off  prematurely,  and  ea^es. 
another  be  retained  in  utero,  it  would  be 


unwise  either  to  rupture  the  membranes  or 
extract  manually — unless,  indeed,  the  im- 
mediate preservation  of  the  mother  re-  EXTRACTS 
quired  the  emptying  of  the  cavity;    be-  vaom  a 
cause  it  is  not  improbable  that  gestation 

might  be  carried  on  for  the  perfection  of  JOURNAL  of  NATURAL  HISTORY; 

the  one  remaining,  and  it  would  be  our  «..,.         „         ^       T*ij.ikr 

dut^  to  saveit,  evSi  at  the  sacrifice  of  in-  ^^«  ''"'^'»«  *  Voyage  from  England  to  N^ 

flicnng  much  personal  inconvenience  on  South  WaUt^  and  on  the  return  to  England^ 

the  mother,  or  at  some  small  risk  to  her.  by  way  of  Batovia,  Pedir  CoaMt,  Smga^ 

Cases  have  been  known,  indeed,  where  .^^^^  ^^^ 

one  footus  and  placenta  have  both  been  ex-  '^        ' 

pelled  prematurely,  and  the  other  retained  Br  Georgb  Bbnnett,  Esq. 

and  carried  until  the  completion  of  the  

period  of  gestation ;   and  this  without  the 

patient  suffering  any  dangerous  loss  of  Qn  the  2nd  of  June   we  sailed  from 

■'^<'<^«  Batavia  for  the  Pedir  coast,    on  the 

It  is  seldom  that  the  membranes  of  boUi  north-eastern  part  of  the  island  of  Su. 

ova  break  before  the  first  child  is  expelled,  Ynatm 

but  such  cases  are  occasionally  met  with,  »    '     ,,.t  ,  u*:*„j^  a  a^^   «o  «»:« 

and  instances  are  recorded  in  which  parts  Vk  %       •/  a^^a      ^S^'  ^  "  ?' 

of  two  separate  chUdren  descended  into  ^^^^i  longitude  09  deg.  9  mm.  east; 

the  pelvis  together.    Thus  Dr.  Ferguson,  thermometer  Saj  deg.  to  83^  dcg.--In 

of  Dublin,  not  long  since,  related  a  case  the  evenme  I  captured  with  the  towingr. 

in  which  the  head  of  one  child  and  the  net  several  species  of  salpa,  and  also 
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numerous  specimens  of  a  transparent  which  it  had  been  designated  by  the 

moUusca  animal  of  a  triangular  form,  name  of  the '*F^ar*s  Hood." 

the   extremities  of  the    angles  being*  We  had  very  fine  weather  to  the  90th, 

spinous.  during  our  passageNlown  the  Straits  of 

Oil  the  1st  of  July,  in  Pedir  Roads,  Malacca ;  but  the  passage  was  rendered 
during'  a  calm,  there  were  large  quan-  tedious  by  light  and  variable  winds  and 
titles  of  a  small  species  of  salpa  (S.  coo-  calms.  Thermometer  83  deg.  to  86^. 
federataP)  united  together  in  chains  of  July  30th.,  Tuesday.— Fine  weather; 
several  yards  in  length,  and  a  large  wind  light  and  variable  from  the  east- 
number  were  taken  out  of  the  water  ward.  This  morning  a  small  fish,  which 
with  the  dipping-net;  separated,  they  was  seen  swimming  about  the  rudder, 
measured  in  length  2-8ths  of  an  inch.  was  captured  by    the  towing-net ;    it 

I  captured  also  a  beautiful  specimen  measured  four  inches  in  lengrih ;  of  a 
of  porpita,  of  a  ligrht  purple  colour:  the  dark  green  colour,  spotted  with  white 
tentaculsB  radiated  on  from  its  disc  in  over  the  body ;  tail  white,  with  several 
an  elegant  manner,  and  were  also  of  longitudinal  brown  lines —the  white  dots 
a  purpUsh  colour ;  but  so  delicate  were  were  so  disposed  as  to  give  the  appear^ 
those  appendages,  that  it  was  almost  ance  of  broken  white  longitudinal  lines 
impossible  to  take  the  animal  from  the  upon  the  sides  of  the  fish  ;  fins  black, 
net,  without  the  whole,  or  nearly  the  interspersed  with  white,  except  the  pec- 
whole,  of  the  tentaculffi  being  left  be-  toral  nns,  which  were  transparent ;  eyes 
bind.  Soon  afler  the  animal  oad  been  of  a  golden  colour, 
removed  from  the  water,  the  fine  purplish  This  afternoon  two  species  of  Meduta 
tint  faded,  changing^  ipradually  to  white;  were  captured  by  the  dipping-net  along- 
and,  if  placed  in  spirits  immediately  on  side  the  ship ;  the  first  was  about  four 
being  removed  from  the  water,  it  inches  in  diameter,  and  a  very  handsome 
changed  to  an  orange  red  colour,  the  species :  the  upper  portion  of  its  body 
centre  of  the  disc  becoming  of  a  pearly  was  purple,  intermingled  with  brown, 
white.  and  covered  with  irregular  small  pearl- 

The  leptocephalus,  which  had  been  white  spots;  the  tentaculee  were  brown, 

caught  some  tune  since,  I  remarked  this  aud  grasped  several  of  the  '*  finny  tribe,'' 

day,  on  looking  at  it  in  the  bottle  of  which   appeared  to  serve  it  for  daily 

spirits,  that  it  was  changed  in  appear-  food.     This  beautiful    specim^^n,    afler 

ance,  having  now  an  inflated  form ;  it  being  in  spirits  for  two  days,  lost  all  its 

looked  like  a  piece  of  dried  inflated  former  beauty,  nothing  but  a  mass  of 

skin.    From  this  a  question  may  pro>  jelly,  without  form,  remaining.      The 

bably  arise,  whether  the  animal  has  not  second  species  was  perfectly  transparent, 

a  power  of  inflating  itself?  of  a  rounded  form,  and  with  projections 

We  sailed  from  uie  Pedir  coast  on  the  round    the    upper   part  of  the    edges 

23d  of  July,  and  on  the  2&th,  about  10  (which  are  readily  to  be  distinguished 

A.M.  it  was  calm,  when  a  rushing  noise,  from  the  other  parts  of  the  animal,  when 

and  an  appearance  of  overfalls  on  the  in  the  water,  by  their  pearly  whiteness), 

water,  was  seen  in  the  N.£.  direction,  like  the  impressions  of  the  ciliary  pro- 

which  soon  came  up  to  us,  and  rocked  cesses  upon  the  crystalline  lens  of  the 

the  ship,  as  well  as  the  water  about,  the  eye,  and  the  consistence  of  it  when  out 

ship  appearing  as  if  agitated  by  a  strong  of  the  water.     Several  Porpita^  with 

breeze,  although  not  a  breath  of  wind  long  extended  rays,  were  also  taken, 

filled  the  sails ;  it  passed  away  after  a  A  small  species  of  Cancer  was  also  found 

short  duration ;  but  occasionally,  during  with  the  first  Medusa^  and  a  very  young 

the  morning,  similar  overfalls  from  the  Sepia  was  also  captured, 

current   or    other   causes    were    expe-  Logs  of  wood,  covered  with  barnacles, 

rienced.  Sec  and  attended  by  several  kinds  of 

As    we  sailed  along  the  Sumatran  fish  (and  upon  them  frequently  a  bird 

coast,  afler  leaving  Pedir  to  the  east-  was  seen  watching  its  prey,  or  resting 

ward,  the  same  appearance  of  landscape  itself),  passed  the  ship  last  evening  and 

presented  itself  as  we  had  passed  on  ap-  this  morning. 

proaching  Pedir  from    the    westward,  August  2nd.~Sboals  of  fish,  skip, 

consisting  of  a  low  coast  and  lofly  ver-  jacks,    yellow-tails,    and   others,  have 

dant  hills  and  mountains  ;  one  was  con-  been  splashing  about  the  water  in  large 

spicuous  ^m  its  peculiar  form,  from  shoals  frequently  during  the  day. 


904         MR.  Bennett's  journal  of  natural  history* 

At  10  a.m.  of  the  4th  of  August  land  little  visitor  again  the  foUowinff'  daj; 

was  in  sight,  having  soundings  at  35  so  that  it  prohabi/  ^ned  the  fiuid  on 

fathoms ;  the  land  is  the  Hanging  Hill,  the  subsequent  morning, 

and  adjacent  coast.     We  beat  in  to-  The  weather   continued    beaatifnllj' 

wards  Uie  high  range  of  land  of  Pulo  fine,  with  moderate  and  light  breezes, 

Dinding  and  islands  or  islets  about  it ;  varying  from  S.W.  to  S.  to  the  lat  of 

and  about  6  p.m.  tacked  in  25  fathoms,  September,    when    we  had   soundings 

with  a  bottom  ofgreen  mud  and  fine  sand,  upon  the  Macclesfield  Bank,  abont  4, 

August  5th.— Early  this  morning  the  a.m.  in  17  fathoms  with  the  bottom, 

Sambilanj^  Islands,   and  Pulo  Jarra,  judging  by  what  was  attached  to  the 

were  in  sight;  the  latter  a  small,  high,  armed  part  of  the  lead,  of  small  pieces 

wooded  islet.    In  the  evening  we  passed  of  red  coral.    At  8,  a.m.  soundings  were 

in  the  passage  between  Sambilang  Is-  again  obtained  in  40  fathoms,  with  a 

lands  and  Pulo  Jarra.  bottom  of  broken  fragments  of  red  and 

The  lightning  was  very  incessant  and  white  coral,  madrepores,  &c.  See. 

vivid  in  the  straits;  at  one  time  there  was  According  to  Horsburdh,  thb  bank 

so  little  intermission  ofthe  flashes,  that  I  was    discovered  bv  an    English  ship, 

thought  some  one  was  carrying  a  lights  whose  name  was  given  to  this  extensive 

ed  lamp  about  the  deck ;  it  trequentlj  shoal,  in  1701 .    At  noon,  no  soundings 

also  exploded  in  very  heavy  peals  of  were  obtained  with  90  fathoms  of  line, 

thunder ;  the  forms,  likewise,  toe  elec-  We  have  passed  over  the  western  edge 

trie  fluid  assumed  were  very  peculiar  ofthe  bank. 

find  varying,  often  resembling  the  dis-  For  the  last  two  dajrs  a  current  has 

charge  of  rockets  across  the  heavens  been  experienced,  setting  to  the  E.N.E. 

above.    Thermometer  from  76  deg.  to  32  miles  in  the  24  hours  each  day. 

84  deg.  September  2nd.--Lat  17  deg.  20mio. 

August  18th.— Passed  Tree  Island,  N.;  long.  114  de^.  4min.  £.^Asolitaij 

which  is  a  long  sandy  flat,  with  low  swallow  was  flymg  about  the  ship  this 

bushes  upon  one  side  of  it,  and  further  morning.    This  afternoon  there  was  a 

inland  one  single  tree,  more  derated  large  number  of  the  Iraniitfl  tribe  about, 

than  the  shrubs  around,  and  a  short  dis-  and  at  some  distance  from  the  ship,  and 

tance  from  it  a  group  of  trees,  of  about  were  all  verv  busilv  engaged  in  fishing, 

the  same  elevation.    This  sandbank,  of  Our  proximity  to  tne  Aracels  group  of 

course,  from  the  continued  growth  and  islands   may    sufiiciently   account    for 

increase  of  shrubs,  trees,  oec,  neces-  their  appearance, 

sarily  must  change  in  appearance  in  the  On  Uie  13th  of  November  we  sailed 

course  of  time.  from  China,  and  arrived  at  Singapore 

August  lOth. — We  anchored  in  Sin-  on  the  26th  ofthe  same  month, 
gapore  Roads  about  4  p.m.  We  only  On  the  5th  of  Januarv  1831,  on  a 
remained  at  Singapore  until  the  mom-  former  voyage,  a  blue  shark  (SqualuM 
ing  of  the  22nd  of  August,  when  we  ^laucui,  Linn.^  was  caught,  which  mea- 
sailed  for  China.  We  had  fine  weather,  sured  ten  feet  m  length ;  the  teeth  were 
with  moderate  breezes  from  S.W.  to  longer,  but  not  so  broad,  as  in  the  white 
S.S.W.  to  the  29th  August.  At  noon  of  species,  but  the  edges  were  serrated, 
that  day  we  were  about  35  or  40  miles  During  a  dissection  of  the  head,  I  met 
distant  from  Pulo  Sapata ;  and  in  the  with  two  tumors,  one  about  the  size  of 
aflemoon  I  observed  a  solitary  swallow  a  hen's  egfr^  the  other  smaller ;  they 
twittering  and  flying  about  the  bows  of  were  imbedded  far  back  in  the  cavity  of 
the  ship,  and  at  sunset  flew  about  the  each  nostril,  and  so  strong  was  their  at- 
ship  into  the  cuddy  and  cabins,  seeking  tachment  to  the  adjacent  parts,  that  it 
a  roosting  j>lace  for  the  night ;  at  last  it  was  with  difiicultv  I  succeeded  in  re- 
was  not  visible,  having  probably  taken  moving  them.  On  laying  open  the 
refuge  for  the  night  m  one  of  the  smallest  of  these  tumors,  there  appeared 
boats,  or  some  other  convenient  roosting  a  quantity  of  what  at  first  resembled 
place.  It  was  nearly  about  the  same  bits  of  chopped  hay,  but  when  minutely 
time  of  the  ^ear  that  I  met  before  with  examined,  were  discovered  to  be  am* 
this  interesting  migratory  bird,  when  on  malculn  (Epizoa)^  which,  on  beinz 
a  passage  beating  down  the  China  Sea  placed  into  a  glass  of  water,  displayed 
against  the  S.W.  Monsoon,  in  October  symptoms  of  vitality.  On  laying  open 
1830.    We  did  not,  however,  sec*our  the  other  tumor,  it  w^s  also  fuU  of 
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Epizody  but  differing^  in    appearance  boat  passed  it ;  and  altbouffh  tbe  boat 

from    tbe    preceding,    being*    smaller,  was  brought  round  as  speedilj  as  possi- 

thinner,  of  a  white  colour,  resembling  ble,  the  animal  had  disappeared —sup. 

vermicelli  more  than  any  thing  else  to  posed    to    have  sunk  ;    it  reappeared, 

which  it  conld  be  compared.  nowerer,  soon  afUr,  at  a  distance  fur- 

The  tumors  were  of  soft  consistence,  ther  oflT,  but  by  the  time  the  boat  could 

and  covered  by  an  inFestincf  membrane,  come  up  with  it,  the  animal  again  dis- 

of  rather  thin  texture.    When  placed  appeared. 

into  a  glass  of  sea-water,  these  animals  ^   The  two  other  specimens  were  seen 

conld  be  plainly  distinguished  moving  in  the  water  close  to  the  ship;  but  the 

about.  reason  assigned  for  no  attempt  having 

The  first  kind  were  about  an  inch  in  been  made  to  capture  them  was,  having 

length,  having,  when  in  the  water,  a  no  net  by'  which  it  could  be  done ;  and 

pellucid  appearance,  with  a  white  streak  thus  two  rare  specimens,  and  among 

passing  down  the  centre  lon^todinally ;  the  desiderata  of  science,  were  lost, 

the  caudal  extremity  terminated  in  a  At  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  at  the 

small  point ;   at  the  nead,  on  each  side,  Mauritius  and  elsewhere,  some  kinds 

were  several  short  tentaculfe,  which  ap  of   fish    are  regarded'  and  are  known 

peared  almost  in  constant  movement,  to  be    poisonous ;  whilst  at  other  sea- 

and  the  white  streak  (probably  the  in-  sons  the  same  species  are  quite  whole- 

testinal  canal)   commenced    nrom    the  some.     Thus,   it  is  said  at  the  Man- 

lowest  of  these  tentaculie.    This  canal,  ritius,   the  fish    are    of    a    poisonous 

on  beingpressed,  emitted  a  whitish  fluid,  nature  '*  when  the  coral  is  in  bloom  :^^ 

In  the  second  tumor  they  were  also  if  so,  are  zoophytes  of  the  coral  poi- 

about  an  inch  in  length,  but  differed  in  sonous  ?— do  the  fish  feed   upon  them  ? 

their  appearance,  as  Defore  described.  If    so,   they  must   possess    in    them- 

The  smell  of  these  tumors  was  also  selves   deleterious  properties,   and,  al- 

peculiar,  dififering  from  other  portions  although  harmless  to  the  fish,  must  be 

of  tbe  fish,  bein^  of  a  faint,  foetid  odour  of  a  nature  poisonous  to  human  beings 

(Odor  eui  peneru,)  that  feed  upon  them,  or  rather  the  fish 

Tbe  animalculsBfOn  an  examination,  which    useu    them    as    food    at    Uiat 

were  found  to  be  Epizoce^  and  probably  season ;  when,  at  other  seasons  of  the 

new  species.  ye&r,  the    same  species   are    perfectly 

The  tumors,  8ce.  were  presented  and  wholesome, 

deposited  in  the  Museum  of  the  Royal  The  *'  red  fish,"  mentioned  by  Cap- 

CiMlege  of  Surgeons  in  London.  tain   Cook,  and  which  was  caught  at 

A  much-desired  animal  is  that  which  the  New  Hebrides  Group,  proved  poi- 

inbabits  the  shell  termed   Carinaria  ;  sonous  to  those  of  his  crew  who  par- 

they  bad  been  seen  by  a  surgeon  in  the  took  of  it;  yet  in  ^e   Bay  of  £rro- 

navT,  who  describes  tbe  animal  as  being  manga  (one  of  the  islands  of  the  same 

perfectly  transparent,  much  elongated  group)   one  of  them   was    caught  on 

mm  the  shell,  and,  from  the  transpa-  boara  the  ship   Sophia;    but,  irom  its 

rency,  difficult  to  be  distinguished  when  being    recollected  that  Captain  Cook 

in  the  water ;   the  carinated  shell  was  had  mentioned  it  as  poisonous,  it  was 

situated  below  the  animal  when  in  the  not  eaten  by  us ;  but  some  of  the  na- 

water.  tives  of  the  island  being  on  board  at 

This  was  seen  on  tbe  14th  of  Octo-  the  time,  it  was  given  to  them ;  they 

her  1S32.    Fine  weather;  liearly  calm;  took  it,  and  said  it  was  '*  kasipakasi," 

and  in  lat.  34  deg.  26  min.  S. ;   long,  (good),  *'  UmaUka"  (eat.)    From  this 

2  deg.  68  min.  £.    Three  spemimens  it  is  not  improbable,  that,  although  at 

were  seen.  one  season  of  the  year  it  may  nave 

The  animal  seemed  to  possess  the  been  unwholesome,  yet  at  another  it 

Eiwer  of  locomotion,  by  tne  aid  of  a  nurv  be  perfectly  wholesome, 

nd  of  fin  or  fins,  and  the  extremity  or  We  did  not  know  sufiicient  of  their 

tail  (if  it  may  be  so  termed),  had  some  language    to  ascertain    whether    they 

resemblance  to  that  of  a  fish  ;   no  por-  were  or  were  not  aware  of  the  cireum- 

tion  of  the  animal  was  seen  above  the  stance ;  but,  at  all  events,  they  eat  of 

surface  of  the  water.  this  fish  without  experiencing  any  ill 

The  first  specimen  was  seen  (being  eflfects^from  it.    We  caught  the  fish  in 

nearly  '*  dead  cairn  "  at  the  time)  as  the  the  mouth  of  August. 
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The  mackarel  of  Sydney,  at  one  sea-  above  and  below ;  lateral  line 
son  of  the  year,  is  considered  whole-  by  broad  acuminated  scales;  Ibortees 
some,  at  another,  to  be  unwholesome,  inches  long.  Inhabits  Indian  seas, 
if  eaten  when  '*  out  of  season."  Bloch,  pi.  346."— iSterAV  Eltmtmtm  «/ 

The  expedition  which  was  sent  from  Natural  History^  vol.  i.  p.  474. 
India  against  the  Mauritius,  in  1810,  The  genus  Caranx  is  thus  defined  : — 
made  their  rendezvous  at  the  Island  of  "  Carina  of  the  lateral  line  Ibtmcd  by 
Rodrigues;  and  at  that  place  so  many  of  a  row  of  imbricated  ridged  scales;  a 
the  troops  became  sick  and  lost  tiieir  small  fin  before  the  anal,  supported  bv 
lives  from  eating  fish  of  a  deleterious  two  spines;  pectorals  long  ana  poinmf; 
quality,  which  were  caught  there  at  teeth  generally  crowded,  but  in  a  werj 
tnat  season,  that  it  has  been  stated  they  narrow  band,  sometimes  acaroelj  per- 
were  obliged  to  return  to  India  for  rein-  ceptdble." 
forcements.  The  length  of  the  npeeimeni  eaag:lit 

It  is  often  the  custom,  when  a  dol-    were  from  a  foot  to  fourteen   and  fif- 
phin  is  caught  on  board  a  ship,  to  put    teen  inches. 

a  dollar  in  its  mouth,  when  boiling ;  I  preserved  the  heart  of  one  of  tbe 
and  if  the  silver  became  black,  the  fish  fish  m  spirits :  it  retained  its  iiritnbi. 
was  declared  poisonous.  But  is  not  lity  for  rather  more  than  half  an  bo«r 
the  salt  water  in  itself  sufficient  to  turn  after  it  had  been  detached  front  Uie 
the  silver  black  ?  body  of  the  animal.    The  stomachs  of 

On  the  15th  December  I  left  Sin-    the  specimens   contained  a  variety  of 
gapore.  food,  such  as  half-digested  fish  of  sasall 

On  the  passage  down  the  Straits  of  size,  and  of  various  species,  and  also  a 
Dryan,  Banca,  and  Sunda,  nothing  oc-  number  of  small  sepise. 
curred  worthy  of  remark.  About  the  The  liver  of  one  of  the  fish  contained 
Keeling,  or  Cocos  Islands,  a  number  of  several  parasites,  of  a  round  form  and 
boobies,  as  well  as  the  elegant  pearly  whitish  colour,  imbedded  in  its  sob- 
white  Tropic  birds  (phaeton  oethereus)    stance. 

were  seen  about  the  snip ;  and,  alUiough  On  the  evening  of  the  following'  dar^ 
the  fonner  were  often  seen  some  davs  January  25th^  being  then  in  latitude 
after,  the  latter  continued  with  us  (only  26  deg.  58  min.  south,  and  kmgitnde 
seen,  however,  during  fine  weather)  un-  44  deg.  52  min.  east,  with  a  range  of 
til  about  the  longitude  of  the  Man-  thethermometer  from74deg.  to76deg., 
ritius.  several  of  the  same  species  of  fish  were 

On  approaching  the  coast  of  South-  captured.  In  their  stomachs  were  found 
em  Afnca,  the  large  sooty  petrel  was  some  half-digested  fish,  and  a  few  per- 
seen  flying  about  at  some  distance  from  feet,  but  small  specimens  of  a  species 
the  ship,  as  well  as  occasionally  some  of  balistes,  of  a  light  bluish  or  violet 
of  the  smaller  species  of  albatross,  with  colour ;  as  well  as  also  a  small  ^»ecics 
white  body  ana  black  wings,  probablv  of  diodon,  and  several  hyal«a« 
spadicea ;  and  we  lost  them  in  soutn  On  the  27th  of  January,  in  ladtttde 
latitude  28  deg.,  and  east  longitude  28  deg.  56  min.  south,  and  longitude 
8  deg.,  on  commencement  of  February.     30  deg.  56  min.  east,  and  the  ranee  of 

On  the  24th  of  January,  1834,  when    the  thermometer  from  75 d^.  to  80deg«, 
in  latitude  26  deg.  26  mm.  south,  and    I  captured  with  the  towing-net  in  the 
longitude  46  deg.  48  min.  east,  and  a    evenmg  a  specimen  of  physalia,  alima 
range  of  temperature  of  from  74  deg.    hyalina,  smerdis,  &c. 
to   79  deg.,   several  bonito  (Scomber)        On    the    1st   of  February,    daring 
were  caui^t;  thev  were  not  of  that  spe-    drizzling  rain,  and  when  the  ship  was 
cies  of  the  scomber  genus,  commonly    distant  at  the  time  sixty  or  seventy 
called  bonito  by  the  sailors,   but  were    miles  from  the  southern  coast  of  Afiica, 
that  species  classed  by  Lacepede  under    a  small  and  pretty  reddish -brown  hawk, 
the  new  generic  name  of  caranx^  and    with  wings  and  tail  barred  with  black, 
accorded  m  all  its  characters  with  C.    was  seen  flying  about  the  ship,  ooca* 
Rotleri,  except  in  having  eight  spu-    sionally  alighting  upon  the  stoddlng- 
rious  fins  below,    and   twelve   above,    sail  booms  or  long-boat    As  the  wind 
The  character  of  this  species  is  as  fol-    was  from  the  sea,  and^  had  been  so  for 
lows:—"  Sides,  headf  and  back,  blue ;    several  previous  days,  it  could  not  have 
ventral  and  pectoral  fins  red ;  the  others    been  blown  off,  but  probably  came  «4f 
violet  and  yellowb|] ;  ten  spurious  fins    in  pursuit  of  prey,  and  was  tnoa|Nihle 
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from  fatigne  of  returning.    In  the  af-  mingled  with  the  confased  mass  in  the 

temoon  we  did  not  see  it ;  and  as  the  net,  attracted  my  attention :   it  was  a 

weather  was  squallj,  with  heavy  rain,  yerj  small  specimen  of  Janthina  com- 

it  had  heen  verjr  *  probablj  blown  to  munis,  but  was  without  an  inhabitant, 

leeward,  and  unable,  in  consequence,  to  This  genus  is  never  met  with  but  at 

regain  die  ship.  the  surface  of  the  water;  and  the  ani- 

On  the  dth  of  February,  in  latitude  mal  is  stated  to  float  suspended  at  the 

S6  deg.  3  min.  south,   and  longitude  surface  by  a  vesicular  appendage,  which 

21  deg.  34  min.  east,  with  a  range  of  adheres  to  its  foot, 

thermometer  from  75  dee",  to  78  deg.,  This  was  a  busy  day  for  my  inres- 

being  at  first  calm,  and  aflerwards  light  tigation  of  objects  of  natural  history; 

breezes  from  the  £.  S.£  ,  during  the  for  several  bonito  were  also  caught  from 

day^    I  used  both    the    dipping  and  the  bowsprit  of  the  ship   with  hooks 

towing-net,  but  not  with  the  expected  and  lines.    The  species  called  bonito 

success.    I  captured  a  fine  specimen  of  were  readily  recognized  by  the  deep* 

velella,  which  does  not  appear  to  diflTer  purple  back,    and    longitudinal  black 

from  scaphidea:  the  longer  tentaculs,  stripes  upon  die  sides.    On  being  opened, 

situated  around  the  outer  margin  of  the  I  found  imbedded  in  the  internal  muscles 

disc,  were  verj  perfect  in  this  sneci-  lining  the  sides,  a  number  of  small 

men,  and  were  or  a  bluish-white  colonr,  round  white  epizon;  in  some  of  the  fish 

tipped  with  orange  at  their  terminations,  being  embedoed  only  under  die  fascia, 

A  small  shrimp-fike  crustaceous  animal,  whilst  in  others  they  penetrated  into 

with  a  long  spine  projecting  from  the  the  sub«tance  of  the  muscles  in  great 

head,  was  also  caugnt.  numbers.     Although,  in  some  of  die 

Besides  a  number  of  velella  and  phy-  fish,  these  parasidcal  creatures  would  be 

salia,  which  were  floating  about  the  ship  seen  in  large  quantities,  in  others  they 

this  mominff,  being  on  the  bank  of  were  comparatively  few;    but  it  was 

L'Agullas,  there  were  also  some  salpa,  yery  rare  to  find  them  entirely  absent. 

of  very  large  size ;  but  they  swam  so  Some  could  be  seen  attached  by  their 

deep  as  to  preyent  their  capture  by  the  mouth,  which  seemed  to  be  surrounded 

dipping  or  to  wing-net.  by  several  suckers  or  tentaculss.    I  haye 

On  die  Gth  or  February,  in  latitude  preserved  some  specimens  of  these  epi- 

34  deg.  46  min.  south,  and  longitude  zoee,  imbedded  in  the  muscles  of  the 

20  deg.  40  min.  east,  the  range  of  die  bonito,  in  spirits :   their  colour  being 

thermometer  being  from  74i  deg.  to  white,  they  can  usually  be  distincdy 

76  deg.    The  weather  was  fine,  with  seen  through  the  muscles  when  the  fisn 

calm  and  light  breezes,  and  we  were  is  opened. 

on  die  L'Agullas  bank,  when  I  again  1  examined  the  stomachs  of  all  the 

tried  the  towing.net,  and  with  more  fish  caught,  and  found  them  empty; 

success  than  before.  but  on    continuing    my   investigation 

About  2,  P.M.,  found  in  it  a  number  through  the  intestinal  canal,  I  found 
of  the  physalis  pelagica,  commonly  the  latter  contained  a  quantity  of  dark- 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Portuguese  grey  sand,  among  which  several  speci- 
men-of-war,  and  by  others  confounded  mens  of  hyalaa  {tridentaia{?),  and 
with  the  nautilus.  All  the  specimens  other  apparendjr  diflTerent  species  of  the 
in  the  net  were  of  small  size,  but  deli-  same  genus,  J  picked  out  and  preserved, 
cately  and  prettily  tinted  with  carmine  The  hyakea  were  principally  of  a  red- 
upon  the  bladder  portion  of  the  ani-  dish-brown  colour.  There  was  also  a 
mal,  and  pending  from  beneath  were  crustaceous  animal,  of  a  violet  colour, 
numerous  long  purple  tentacnlee,  which,  but  I  canndt  determine  the  genus, 
having  been  broken  ofl',  and  left  about  At  3  p.m.  I  again  captured  several 
the  net,  annoyed  me  with  their  sting,  physalia  and  velella^  and  a  small  fish  of 
ing  properties  during  the  time  I  was  a  very  light  greenish  colour  upon  the 
occupi^  in  exploring  'the  contents  of  back ;  the  sides  and  abdomen  silvery, 
the  net.  Several  velella  were  also  in  There  was  also  a  small  species  of  phy- 
the  net,  not  differing,  however,  from  salia,  of  which  the  bladaer  portion  of 
v.  scaphidea.  There  was  a  young  bo-  the  animal,  as  well  as  the  tentacule, 
nito  or  about  two  inches  in  lengdi,  but  were  of  a  light  purple  colour. 
I  did  not  consider  it  worth  preserving.  On  the  12th  of  February,  fine  wea- 

A  very  small  and  delicate  shell,  of  a  ther,  with  a  range  of  the  thermometer 

beautiful    violet    colour,    which    was  from  70  deg.  to  70^  deg.  and  in  latitude 
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27  deg".  9  min.  S.,  and  longitude  6  deg.  successful  with  the  towing'-net  doriivs 

43  min.  £.,  at  2  p.m.  I  captured  in  the  the  day,  but  in  the  ereuing',  after  dark. 

towing-iiet  several  salpa  and  physalia,  several  small  rauUusca   were     can^\ 

I  found  that  an  application  of  vinegar  which  emitted  a  phosphorescent  lif^htx 

in  some  degree  tends  to  alleviate  the  thejr  were  vitreous  and  of  peculiar  iSre^ 

pain  produced  by  the  irritative  fluid  se-  having  a  resemblance  to  a  horsed  fotA ; 

cretea  by  the  tentaculee  of  the  pkysalia,  on  holding  them  to  the  ligbted  lam; , 

The  crest  of  the  latter  was  rery  low,  streaks  or  phosphoric  light   coald    l*r 

slightly  tinged  with  carmine,  and  the  plainly  seen.    The  specimens   were  of 

furrows  of  the  ridge,  or  crest,  were  on  'different  sizes,  and  their  pec4iliar  lUrai 

each   side  of  a  fine  sea-^reen  colour;  will  enable  them  to  be  readily  Tc^t>^' 

the  bladder  had  both  of  its  extremities  nized ;  they  appear  to  me  to  be  probably 

beaked,  and  of  a  bluish  colour,  termi-  Biphora. 

nated  by  sea-green;  the  purple  tenta-  Ou  the  Idth.of  February,  baTiii|^ fiar 

culs  came    on   (very  short,  however)  weather  and  ligbt  breezes  fram  south, 

from  one  of  the  beaked  portions  of  the  with  a  range  of  thermometer   during 

bladder,  as  well  as  from  the  usual  situ-  the  day  from  73  deg.  to  76  degr.,  and 

ation  at  the  under  surface.  latitude  23  deg.  46  min.  S.,  longfitodc 

There  was  also  in  the  net  an  animal,  2  deg.  50  min.  E.,  anumberof  fJkjFsa/M 

in  an  imperfect  state,  which  bore  some  were  floating  about,  and  often  mt  en. 

resemblance  to  asterias,  tangled  in  my  net,  but  during  &e  day 

In  the  course  of  the  day,  I  only  sue-  I  succeeded  in  capturing  no  other  mat- 

ceeded  in  capturing,  with  the  net,  a  luscous  or    crustaceous    animals;    but 

large  talpa  and  a  small  specimen  of  after  dark,  at  7  p.m.  on  taking*  in  the 

phy$alia.    This  small  phytaliaj  when  towing-net,    I    found,  among    aereraJ 

placed  in  spirits  with  Uie  larger  speci-  Salpa  of  a  similar  species  to  tbose  be. 

men,  manifested  a  rather  curious  attrac-  fore  caught,  some  very  fine  specimens  of 

tion  to  it ;  for  although  it  was  placed  at  Hyalaa  trtdeHtata  (vuWarly  called  ibe 

some  distance  from  toe  larger  one,  yet  Chariot  anonda),  of  the  dass  Piero^^dm, 

it  approached  the  larger  or  stationary  and  also  a  smau  but  beautiful  ritieoQ^ 

one,  and  adhered  to  it;  if  shaken  or  shell.    The Cleodora of  Peron contained 

placed  away  from  the  larger  nhysalia^  the  soft  parts.    The  edges  are  irregular. 

It  still  contmued  to  re-approacii  and  at-  as  if  broken,  and   are  probably   Irac- 

tach  itself,  as  if  by   some    magnetic  tured,  as  the  shells  are  extremely  fra. 

power.    When  placed    in  spirits,    the  gile  and  require  to  be  handled  witb  care, 

oeautiful  colours  of  these  molluscous  At  8  p.m.    I  affain    captoied  three 

animals  are  lost,  but  without  imparting  more  specimens  of  the  aoove    sfaelk, 

any  of  their  colouring  matter  to  the  al-  the  whole  of  which  contained  tbe  soft 

conolic  liquid.  parts.      There  were  also  several    fine 

On  the  i3th  of  February,  in  latitude  specimens  of  HyaUta  tridtnUtt: 

26  deg.  56  min.  S.,  and  longitude  5  deg.  On  the  17th  of  February,  in  laUtade 

10  min.  £.,  and  range  otthe  therrao-  22  dejg^.  58  min.  S..  and  longitude  Ideg. 

meter  70  deg.  to  75^  deg.    At  one  p.m.  56  mm.   £.,  at  3  a.m.  the  towingoiet 

I  hauled  the  towing-net,  which  contained  was  cast,  and  at  6  a.m.  it  was  hauled  in, 

several  times  two  ta/pn,  both  different ;  and  found  to  contain    a    number   of 

one  having  apparently  pink  ovaries,  the  Salpa^  differin  j^  from  .those  belbie  cap. 

otherof  different  form,  and  quite  transpa-  tured,  by  bavmg  a  wbite  and  yellow 

rent.    On  the  16th  inst,  as  well  as  pre-  canal,  ninning  in  a  longitudinal  direc> 

vious  days,  I  captured  similar   speci-  don  down  the  body,  and  a  violet  line 

mens ;  but  what  I  consider  curious  is  on  each  side  of  the  bodr :  it  in  aooie 

to  always  find  only  two  (as  if  male  and  degree  accords  with  Salpa  pimmmta  of 

female)  together,    and  each  different;  Lamarck. 

and  finding  them  together  so  ver^  often  It  is-asserted  that  these  animab  have 

has  occasioned  me  at  last  to  notice  the  the  yoluntary  power  of  inflating  and 

circumstance :  one  specimen  has  pinkish  depressing  the  bladder  at  will ;  tms  h- 

bodies,  which  I  regard  as  ovaries ;  the  culty  in  toe  habits  of  the^  animal,  I  have 

other  was  perfectly  transparent  never  yet  been  able  to  observe,  althoagh 

On  the  15th  of  February,  in  latitude  I  have  devoted  some  time  and  attcDtioR 

24  deg.  13  min.  S.,  and  longitude  3  deg.  to  the  subject  whilst  en^gcd  in  watch. 

17  min.  E.,  with  a  range  of  thermome-  ing  the    habits    of  this   class   of  the 

'«r  from  71  deg.  to  70^  deg.  I  was  un-  Acalepha,    On  altenipting  to  proicrvf 
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them  in  a  dried  state,  the  bladder  did  the  double  sound   to  the  plaj  of  the 

not  collapse  unless  accidentally  injured;  yalves.     It  was  with  a  view  to  remove 

to  which  thejr  seem  to  be  very  liable  if  the  uncertainty^  thus  thrown  on  a  ques- 

touched  when  placed  for  the  purpose  of  tion  which  has  been  for  some  years  an 

desiccation.      On  placingr  one  near  a  object  of  attentive  study  with  me,  that 

lighted  caudle,  afler  it  had  been  eight  I   had  recourse  to  direct  experiment ; 

or  ten  hours  out  of  the  water,  the  air  and  the  following  are  the  results  which 

within  became  rarified,  could  be  felt  ex-  I  arrived  at. 

pandiu^    in  the  bladder,  and  at  last  Yesterday,  the  23d  February,  1834, 

Durst  with  an  explosive,  but  not  power-  I  laid  bare  the  heart  of  a  strong  healthy 

fol,  sound*    This  certainly  must  oe  suf-  cock,  having  previously  explored   the 

ficient  to  demonstrate  that  no  aperture  double  sound  of  the  organ.    I  heard  the 

exists  by  which  tbe  air  could  escape,  sounds  while  the  heart  was  still  envelop, 

either  at  the  will  or  upon  the  death  of  ed  in  the  pericardium,  and  afler  that 

the  animal.  membrane  was  removed.     I  beard  them 

At  noon    the  net  contained  several  with  the  naked  ear,  and  also  with  tlie 

small  Safpa,  of  a  beautiful  pink  colour,  stethoscope :  I  repeated  the  trial  several 

and  several  Phvsalia.  times,  and  I  can  aver  that  I  very  dis- 

At  8  p«H.  T  found  in  the  towing>net,  tinctly  heard  the  double  sound,  or  tiotac 

among  several   small  PhysaUay  some  of  the  heart,  though  there  was  no  sort  of 

fine  specimens  of  Hyalaa  tridetitata^  contact    between    the    organ  and   the 

Hyalaa,  apparently  of  adifferentspecies.  parietes  of  the  chesty-^none  whatever 

On  the   ]8tb   of  Febniar^^,  latitude  between  it  and  the  sternum.    I  even 

31  deg.  57  min.  S^  and  longitude  1  deg.  placed    a  pretty  thick  piece   of  linen 

5  min.  £.      Tvo  Ycry   fine    Alhicores  oetween  my  ear  and  the  neart,  to  avoid 

were  captured  in  the  morning.  At  6  p.m.  the  blood  flowing  from  the  wound, — and 

on  hauling  in  the  net,  I  found  it  con.  still  I  heard  the  double  sound :  in  the 

taining  a  very  large  quantity  of  a  small  latter  case,  however,  it  was  as  if  muffled 

iS^a^,  of  a  delicate  pink  colour;  among  (voiU,) 

which  were  several  transparent  animals,  I  observed  that  the  friction  of  the 

of  a  serpentine  form,  in  some  degree  re-  heart  against  the  end  of  the  stethoscope 

sembling  embryo  fish.           *  produced  a  particular  noise ;  but  so  dif- 
ferent from  that  of  the  tic-tac^  that  there 

■  was  no  possibility  of  confounding  them. 

I  removed  the  heart  from  the  chest,  hav- 

ON  MAGENDIE'S  THEORY  OF  THE  ing  divided  all  the  vessels  by  which  it 

SOUNDS  OF  THE  HEART:  »^  ^  ^^  w^""®!  suspended;  and  it  conti- 

nued    to    pulsate  for   some    moments, 

Two  Letters  atldreued    to    the  Academy    of  either  spontaneously,  or  by  the  influence 

Scienceiy  of  an  artificial  excitement.    These  pul- 
sations in  vacuo  (d  vitUJ^  so  to  speak. 

By  M.  Bouillaud,  were  not  accompanied  by  any  sound. 

Profetsor  to  tbe  Eacoity  of  Medicine  of  Parii«  Ac.  The  cock,  by  the  Way,  Still  continued  to 

live  for  some  moments  af\er  the  excision 

_             _-         ,          .»^.    .«.  of  his  heart 

LETTERT^Inrephto^eFiret  Part  j           ^^j  ^he  same  experiment  on 

of  M,  Magendie^e  Memoir  *.  j^^  ^^y^^^  of  moderate  strehgth,  and  it 

The  problem  of  the  sounds  of  tlie  heart  "^m  attended  by  the  same  results ;  that 

has  for  some  time  engaged  the  attention  is  to  say,  I  heard  the  sounds  of  tbe  heart 


subject  by  one  chest.    I  would  merely 

ofyour  roost  distinguished  members— M.  notice  very  distinctly  in  the  cock  the 

Magendie.  However  simple  and  ingeni-  contraction  of  the  auricles;  but  in  the 

ous  the  theory  of  this  celebrated  phy-  rabbits  I  did  so  in  the  most  satisfactory 

Biologist,  I  must  confess  that  it  does  not  manner:  the  contractions,  however,  were 

appear  to  me  to  satisfy  all  the  conditions  certainly  better  marked  in  the  appeu- 

of  tbe  problem :   it  only,  at  best,  raises  daises  of  the  auricles  than  ehtewhcre. 
a  doubt  of  that  theory  which  attributes        It  is  not  my  intention  to  draw  any 

decisive  inference    from   these  cxpen- 

*  litd,  Gai.  tiretcni  volume,  p.  440.  mcntn,  which  arc  at  variance  with  tnose 
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of  one  of  tbelhvt  physiologists  of  the  age;  coyer,)  are  all  generally   traceable   to 

but  I  am  desirous  of  si^mitting  them  this  cause. 

to  the  judfifment  of  the  academy,  as  well  2.  From  lesions  of  the  pericardiam. 

as  to  M.  Maf^endie  himself.  Thus,  for  example,  when  the  opposite  sur- 

In  conclusion,  I  have  only  to  observe,  faces  of  this  sac  have  become  wrinkled, 

that  the  results  of  the  examination  of  uneven,  and  in  some  sort  rough,  there 

the  sounds  of  the  heart,  as  I  have  ob-  arises  in  the  reciprocal  movements  of  the 

tained  them,  only  tend  to  confirm  me  in  one  against  the  other  a  rubbing  noise  ; 

the  opinion  that  the  double   sound   is  and  hence  that  diffused  and  superficial 

principally  owing  to  the  play  of  the  rasp  sound,  or  that  crackling,  as  of  new 

valves ;  and  that  the  ingenious  system  leather,  which  is  heard  in  certain  cases 

of  M.  Magendie  cannot  be  admitted  of  pericarditis.    Effusions  in  the  peri- 

without  some  reserve   and    drawback,  cardium  also  modify  in  another  manner 

Dr.  Hope's  experiments,  I  may  add,  on  the  sounds  of  the  heart;  they  dull  them, 

larger  animals,  as  on  the  ass,  are  per-  and  make  them  seem  more  distant,  &e. 

fecfly  conformable  to  those  I  have  just  I  have  met  with  a  case  in  which,  owin^ 

now  described.  to  an  ossiform  concretion  on  tbe  surface 

...^.  of  the  pericardium,  there  was,  during* 

■r             TTT          f..icf       J  ^®  whole  time  the  patient  was  under 

LETrERU.--In  reply  to  the  Second  our  eBje,Kgnimg^^%niitderAelement 

Part  of  M.  Magendte't  Memoir  *.  ^^  distinctly  marked. 

The  indulgence  with  which  my  first  3.  Lesions  of  the  muscular  substance 
letter  was  received  by  the  Academy,  in-  of  the  heart  itself,  orof  itsexcitingprin- 
duces  me  to  follow  it  up  by  some  re-  ciple,  constitute  the  third  source  ofano- 
marks  also  on  the  second  part  of  M.  malous  sounds.  Owing  to  lesions  of 
Magendie's  Memoir  on  the  Sounds  of  this  kind,  the  pulsation  of  the  heart 
the  Heart.  I  trust  that  both  the  aca-  against  the  walls  of  the  chest  is  in  some 
demy  and  the  author  of  the  memoir  will  instances  augmented,  in  others  en- 
excuse  an  importunity  which  is  ground-  feebled.  As  this  pulsation  only  takes 
ed  simply  on  the  importance  of  the  sub-  place,  in  general,  auring  the  systole,  it 
ject  and  an  anxious  desire  to  ascertain  la  to  this  that  the  anormal  sounds  in  this 
the  truth.  Although  I  have  been  occu-  division  are  to  be  referred.  In  a  consi- 
pied  for  ten  years  with  the  problem  of  derable  number  of  patients,  especially 
iivinp  acoustics  now  treated  by  M.  of  meagre  habit,  1  have  often  heard, 
Magendie,  it  is  not  without  hesitation  and  caused  others  to  hear,  a  clear  sil- 
tiiat  I  venture  *to  offer  some  objections  veiy  tinkling  sound,  depending,  beyond 
to  the  ingenious  theory  of  this  illustri-  question,  upon  the  shock  of  Uie  heart 
ous  philologist.  agfainst  that  part  of  the  chest  to  which 

Previously  to  examining  the  principal  the  ear  is  applied, 

facts  contained  in  the  second  part  of  the  We   shall    now  see    whether    these 

memoir,  I  shall  take  the  opportunitjr  of  anormal  sounds^  thus  produced,  are  fa- 

mentioning  that  there  is  at  least  a  triple  vourable  or  unfavourable  as  arguments 

source  of  anormal  sounds  of  the  heart,  ^r  M.  Magendie's  system.    In  the  first 

1.  The  first  cause  of  irregularity  in  place,  it  is  quite  evident  that  the  sounds 

the  heart's  sounds  arises  from  organic  of  the  rasp,  the  saw,  the  bellows,  &c.— 

lesions  of  the  internal  membrane  of  the  which  modif)r  so  thoroughly,  not  merely 

heart,  and  of  the  valves  round  which  it  the  force  or  intensity,  but  Uie  very  cha^ 

is  reflected.    The  most  remarkable  of  racter  of  the  tic^tac,  and  which  oonsti. 

these  lesions  consists  of  different  kinda  tute  our  first  variety  or  valvular  lesion— 

of  induration  of  the  valves,  with  more  these  cannot  support  the  new  theory, 

or  less  of  contraction  in  the  apertures  to  In  fact,  if  the  double  sound  of  the  heart 

which  they    are    adapted.     By    these  really  depend  on  a  double  shock  against 

there  is  produced  such  an  impecfimentto  the  cnest,  why  does  it  not  continue  in 

the  course  of  the  blood   through    the  its  proper  form,  instead  of  assuming 

heart,  that  the  various  well-known  bel-  those  varieties  of  the  rasp,  saw,  &c.  P 

lows-sound,  rasp,   and    saw,    and  file  If*  on  the  other  hand,  die  sounds  of  the 

sound,  as  well  as  occasionally  a  chirp-  aaw,  rasp,  and  bellows,  are  only  modifi- 

ing  or  whistling  noise,  as  of  a  bird,  cations  of  the  normal  tie-tac^  is  it  not 

(which,  I  believe,  I  was  the  first  to  dis-  reasonable  to  conclude  that  the  latter 

— -^_____^__«_^  depends  on  the  play  of  the  valves,  and 

*  Ued.  Gai.  678,  ante,  on  the  passage  o^lbe  blood  through  the 
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• 
apertures  urbich  these  serve  to  close,  properly  so  called ;  there  ought,  there- 
since  it  is  owingf  to  lesions  of  these  parts  fore,  to  be  no  sound, 
that  the  modifications  of  the  double  I  am  ready  to  allow,  that  if  the  cir- 
sound  must  be  attributed  ?  M.  Magen-  cumstances  attending  hypertrophy  were 
die,  it  is  true,  admits  that  the  contrac-  always  such  as  they  are  described  b^ 
tion  of  the  orifices  sometimes  impedes  M.  I^agendie,  his  system  would  be,  if 
the  first  shock,  sometimes  the  second;  not  more  certain,  at  least  more  proba- 
and  that  it  is  to  this  circumstance  that  ble.  But  they  are  far  otherwise.  I 
the  absence  of  the  first  sound  must  be  have  met  with  above  two  hundred 
assigned  in  one  case,  and  of  the  second  cases  of  hjrpertrophy,  and  I  am  bound 
in  another.  But  I  will  venture  to  af-  to  declare  that  I  have  always  heard, 
firm,  with  all  deference  for  the  experi-  and  that  very  distinctly,  the  sounds  of 
mental  tact  of  M.  Mageudie,  that  I  the  heart  in  every  one  of  them,  modi- 
have  met  witli  above  fifty  cases  of  con-  fied,  according  to  the  complications 
traction  of  the  orifices,  in  which  the  or-  present,  either  with  respect  to  their 
gan,  far  from  having  ceased  to  strike  intensity,  their  nature,  ana,  so  to  speak, 
against  the  precordial  region,  struck  their  timbre,  "  every  time  the  ventri- 
against  it  with  augmented  force.  Thus,  cles  contract  and  dilate ;  when  the  blood 
then,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  modifi-  penetrates  them  and  is  expelled ;  when 
cations  in  the  sounds  of  the  heart,  aria-  the  hand,  applied  to  the  precordial  re- 
ing  from  lesions  of  the  valves,  cannot  gion,  expenences  violent  impulses ;  and 
be  put  forward  as  lending  the  least  sup-  when  the  thorax  itself  is  raised  in  a  re- 
port to  the  new  theory.  markable  manner." 

In  the  next  place,  the  sounds  result-  For  my  part,  then,  I  must  only  con- 
ing from  the  different  lesions  of  the  pe-  elude  by  observing,  that  the  theory  of 
ricardium  are  equally  distant  from  sup-  M.  Magendie  on  the  sounds  of  the 
porting  M.  Magendie's  views.  To  heart,  however  ingenious  it  ma^  be,  and 
mention  only  the  phenomena  arising  however  imposing  the  authority  of  its 
from  effusion  into  the  sac,  has  it  not  learned  inventor  and  advocate,  fails  in 
been  demonstrated  by  numerous  facts  supplying  as  good  an  account  of  the 
and  observations,  that  the  double  sound  anormal  sounds  as  that  theory  does 
is  heard,  enfeebled,  and  as  it  were  afar  which  I  had  the  honour  of  mentioning 
off,  although  the  heart  cgn  no  longer  to  Uie  Academy  in  my  former  letter,  and 
strike,  or,  so  to  speak,  percuts  the  pre-  which  assig^ns  as  the  cause  of  the  tic-tac, 
cordiid  region  ?  Just  now,  in  fact,  I  or  double  sound  of  the  heart,  the  play 
have  met  with  a  ease  completely  con*  of  the  valves  and  the  passage  of  the 
firmatory  of  this  observation.  blood    through    the    apertures    of  the 

And  lastly,  to  revert  to  the  anormal  organ, 

sounds  of  the  third  category.    In  those  August  26, 1884. 

cases  in  which  the  heart  pulsates  strong-  


S^    enough  to  produce  a  peculiar  sound, 
e  tintement  metallique,  for  example. 


CASES  OF  LITHOTRITY. 


there  is  no  hindrance  to  the  hearing  ^_^ 

also,  at  the  same  time,  the  double  sound.  ^   ,     ,^  ,.    ,^ 

The  tinkling  is  therefore  a  superadd-  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

ed    sound,    accidental,    and    indepen-  ^ 

dent  of  the  normal  tic-tac.    Besides,  \     ^„     .         ,    ..        r 

this  sound  is  simple,  and  only  takes  Should  the  following  selection  of  cases 

place    during  the    systole,   while   the  in  lithotrity  be  deemed  of  sufficient  in- 

sound  of  the  heart  is  double :    conse-  terest,  for  insertion  in  your  publication, 

auenay,  it   is  impossible  to  rest  the  they  are  entirely  at  your  service. 

ieoTY  of  M.  Magendie  on  this  fact  Your  obedient  servant. 

That  proof  on   which  our   celebrated  Edoae  A.  Spilsbury,  M.K.l/.^. 

physiologist  seems  to  place  most  reli-  waiaali,  Sept.  14, 1884. 
ance,  for  the  triumph  of  his  doctrine,  is 

the  absence  of  the  sounds  of  the  heart  Richard  Hardin,  borderinjf  on  eighty 

in    considerable    hypertrophy    of  that  jears  of  a  j^e,  had  been  for  fifteen  years 

organ,  where   the  volume  has  become  afflicted  with  stone :  his  sufferings  de- 

so  great  that  no  interval  is  left  between  termined  him  to  seek  relief  in  lithotrity. 

it  and  the  chest    There  is  in  this  case,  Wednesday,  Aug.  16,  assisted  by  my 

according  to  M.  Magendie,  no  shopk  friends,  Mr.  Holland,  surgeon,  of  Can- 
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«  

liock,  and    Mr.  Dehane,  surgeon,   of  Barneburst  estate,  near  Wolrerbamptoir, 

Wolverhampton,  the  bladder  was  in-  became  my  patient  in   the  montli    of 

jected,   and    the   percussor  was  intro-  June.     His  complaint,  a  difficohy  of 

diiced.    The  stone  was  readily  f^^rasped,  passing  his  urine,  with  frequent  reten- 

and  the  scale  of  the  instrument  indicated  tion.     When  distended,  the  bladder  ir«s 

its  diameter  full  one  inch  and  a  half,  highly  sensitive,  and  relief  gained  bjr 

Owing  to  its  compactness,  it  was  not  the  use  of  the  catheter.    Suspecting  tbe 

until  twenty  minutes  forcible  hammer-  existence  of  calculus,  I  sounded  liiiii, 

ing  that  msintegration  was  effected ;  and  proved  its  presence.    I  considered 

but  the  vice  and  percussor  being  com-  this  a  fit  case  for  lithotrity,  and  men- 

pletely  adjusted,    no  pain   was  expe-  tioned  my  opinion  to  my'  friend,  &f  r. 

rienced   from   this  violent  part  of  the  Spilsbury,  of  Walsall,  who  bad  recently 

operation  made  use  of  Baron  Heurteloup's  instm- 

Up  to  the  Sunday  following,  not  any  ments  and  apparatus  upon  a  patient  in 

unfavourable  symptoms  were  apparent,  his  neighbourhood.    On  my  solicitation 

but  much  pulverized  sand,  and  portions  he  saw  the  case,  and  agreed  with  me  in 

of  the  size  of  a  split  pea,  had  by  urine  opinion  as  to  its  eligibility  and  fitness  to 

been  voided.   On  that  evening  a  shiver-  be  submitted  to  tbe  Baron's  process, 

ing  fit  set  in,   and  the  following  day,  '*  Wednesday,  the  20th  August,  Mr. 

Monday,  at  12  o'clock,  a  coated  tongue  Spilsbury,  assisted  by  Mr.  Holland,  Mr. 

and  unfavourable  pulse  left  no  hope  of  Coleman,  and  myself,  proceeded  with 

thepatient's  safety.             ^  the  operation. 

The  bladder  was  again  injected,  and  "  The  patient  being  sounded,  and  tbe 

many  pieces  of  an  inch  and  five  lines  stone  felt,  he  was  placed  on  the  BaronV 

were  broken  up:  symptoms  of  exhaus-  bed,  and  the  bladaer  injected:  the  per- 

tion  being  apparent,  the  patient  was  put  cussor  was  then  easily  and  gently  passed 

to  bed ;  and  at  6  o'clock,  a.m.  the  fol-  into  the  bladder,  and  the  stone  imme- 

lowing  morning,  he  expired.  diately  seized,  tbe  graduated  scale  of  the 

The  operation  of  injection  is  painful,  instrument  indicating  nearly  six  of  the 

and  occasionally  the  bladder  contracts  spaces,  shewing  the  correctness  of  tbe 

upon  the  percussor,  with  spasms.  opinion  —  a  small  stone ;  and,  as  was 

Mr.  Holland  conducted  the  examina-  afterwards  proved,  composed  of  litbic 

tion,  and  thus  writes:—"  B^  strenuous  acid.    The  vjce  was  now  firmly  fixed  ; 

exertions,  I  gained  permission  to  exa-  the  percussor  adjusted  to  it:  five  mode- 

mine  the    bladder.      The  walls    were  rate  taps  with  tne  hammer  crushed  the 

thickened  to  the  eighth  of  an  inch,  in-  stone,  and  the  operation  was  over  in  a 

temally  much  corrugated.    There  was  few  minutes.    Our  patient  expressed  hia 

not  the  slightest  vestige  of  inflammation  intention  of  going  to  the  harvest  field, 

or  abrasion  of  the  internal  coat;  but  but  was  put  to  bed,  and  kept  there, 

just  above  the  pubes,  between  the  coats  '*  The  bladder  was  wasned  out,  and 

ofthe  bladder,  was  an  ecchymosed  patch,  some  particles  came  away;  and,  in  a 

the  size  of  a  shilling;  within,  lay  about  few  da^'s,  many  fragments  passed  with 

two  drachms  of  pulverized  phosphatic  the  unne.     He  has  now  resumed  hia 

calculus,  many  pieces  the  size  of  a  split  employment,  being  quite  recovered,  and 

pea,  and  three  portions  the  size  of  a  free  from  any  inconvenience, 

small  marble.     The  kidneys  were  not  "  It  may  be  observed  that  this  opera, 

examined.'*  tion  was  unattended  with  any  pain,  ex- 

Such  was  the  result  of  ji  case  by  no  cepting  from  that  caused  by  tne  injcc* 

means  fitted  for  lithotrity.    The  size  of  tion  of  the  bladder.     The  patient  was 

the  stone,  and  the  sinking  state  of  the  not  sensible  of  any  increase  from  tbe 

patient  from  long  disease,  forbade  it;  crushing." 
out  I  must  aflirm,  it  was  an  operation 

unattended  with  severe  pain.  Having  within  the  last  six  years  per- 
For  the  selection  or  the  following  formed  theoperation  of  lithotrity  thirteen 
successful  case  I  am  indebted  to  £.  Dc-  times,  and  one  case  only  being  unsuc- 
bane,  Esq.  who,  in  a  letter  to  me,  begged  cessful,  (an  encysted  stone  being  re* 
I  would  transmit  bis  statement,  accom-  moved,)  owing  to  an  abscess  having 
panied  by  my  own,  for  publication.  I  burst  among  the  bowels  from  the  kidney- 
give  it  in  his  own  words.  on  the  third  day  when  the  patient  sua* 

"  William   Cours,  set.  56,  a  healthy  denly  sunk,  entitles  me  to  a  hearing  on 

labourer,  employed  by  J.  Hellicr,  Esq.  the  comparative  merits  of  tbe  operation. 
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The  great  e?il  of  lithotomy,  in  my  Hn&neri's  doctrine  on  the  complete  phy. 
opinion,  is  the  imperfect  restoration  of  siologj  of  the  fifth  pair  of  cerebral 
the  apparatus  of  the  bladder ;  for,  let  the  nerves.  In  doing  this,  I  endeavoured 
ease  be  as  successful  as  it  will,  there  impartiaUy  to  select  the  most  important 
most  frequentlj  is  a  defect — an  occa-  parts,  leaving  out  only  those  which  I 
sional  dribbling.  This  does  not  depend  considered  either  of  little  or  of  no  mate- 
on  the  healing  of  the  external  incision  rial  importance  to  the  fundamental  prin- 
in  ten  days  or  five  weeks;  or  a  small  ciple  of  the  subject;  and,  with  the  view 
opening  into  the  bladder,  or  an  extended  of  avoiding  any  misrepresentation  on 
one ;  neither  on  much  or  little  violence  my  part,  I  thpu^ht  it  better  to  g'ive 
exerted  in  extraction;  or  whether  you  Bellingeri's  opinions  in  the  original 
make  use  of  the  gorget  or  the  knife ;  or  language. 

the  straight-grooved  or  curved  staff*.  If  Now  it  remains  for  the  impartial  and 

you  make  the  opening  very  low  down  in  enlightened  part  of  the  English  medical 

the  membranous  part  under  the  pubes,  profession  to  judge  of  their  real  merits, 

and  leave,  as  you  ought,  the  upper  part  and  of  that  of  the  question  in  general, 

whole,  still,  in  all  these  cases,  we  do  not  They  will  now  also  be  able  to  see  more 

make  the  valvular  apparatus  quite  per-  clearly  if  Mr.  Alexander  Shaw  was  iii 

feet,  except  in  the  horizontal  position  in  any  way  justified  in  advancing,  against 

bed,  where  the  bladder  is  perfectly  re-  Bellingeri  and  bis  doctrine  on  the  fifth, 

tentive.    It  is  the  hanging  down  of  the  the  following  hazardous  statements:— 

penis  that  favours  the  jet,  and  this  would    ^*  Bellingen recklessly  made  a 

suggest  its  being  kept  with  the  glans  con-  bold  guess  at  what  its  fu  notions  (of'  the 

fined  upwards.  With  children,  however,  ganglionic  portion)   ought  to   be ;   he 

it  would  be  impossible  to  enforce  this.  failed  in  bis  conjecture :  he  pronounced 

Do  away  with  this  evil,  and  lithoto-  it  to  be  at  once  the  nerve  of  motion  and 
ray^  I  should  say,  will  never  yield  to  li<  of  sensation  :  he  has  thus  thrown  a 
tbotrity,  except  in  the  early  formation  of  cloud  of  error  over  his  only  correct 
stone.  In  sucn  a  case  as  that  of  Corns,  it  statement  (viz.  of  having  called  the 
is  a  beautiful  adaptation  of  nfechanism;  smaller  portion  a  nerve  of  motion).  We 
its  success  triumphant ;  and  should  admire  Paletta  for  his  philosophical  cau- 
stone  never  be  sufiered  to  get  large,  by  tion  and  forbearance,  as  well  as  for 
the  application  of  litfaotrity  there  would  being  the  originator  of  the  idea.  We 
be  no  occasion  for  lithotomy.  must  decline  placing  confidence  in  any 
assertion  of  Bellingeri*.^*  "  This  lucky 

ON  THE  COMPARATIVE  MERITS  •^'"^T'^;:^T'^^  '~'*'"^  t'VerimenU 

^^  on  the  fijlh  patr,  nor  on   the  spinal 

_  nerveSy  nor  hitting  upon  the  true  funC' 

DR.    BELLINGERrS   AND    SIR    C.  tions  of  the  nerve  in  Question,  hnikeep^ 

BELL'S  WRITINGS        '  i„^  all  things  in  their  prisUne  con- 

AND  OPINIONS  ON  THE  FDNCTI0N8  OF  TBB  fusiou— has  gained  the  unqualified  ap» 

FIFTH  AND  SEVENTH  PAias  OF  piause  of  his  rcviewcT;  nay,  he  is  held 

CEREBRAL  NERVES.  „„  ^g  qhc  injuriously  dcalt  with  by  tlie 

By    G.    Neori,.M.D.  whole  profession f." 

[CoDUQaed  from  p.  836.]  I  *  do  not  know,  indeed,   how   Mr. 

^      f  J*      n       T~       1     nw     .1  Alexander  Shaw  can  venture  to  insist  so 

Concluding  Remarks  on  the  Physiology  ^luch  on  the  experiments  of  Sir  Charies 

of  the    Fifth    Pair    of    Cerebral  gell,  performed,  more  particularly,  on 

^^ff^'-  the  fifth,    and   find    such  great    fault 

With  the  last  article  has  been  brought  because  "  Mr.  Bellingeri,'*  as  he  says, 

to  a  conclusion  the  exposition  of  J^l-  "  has  not  been  at  the  pains  to  make  a 

•  I  cane  to  the  concluBlon  that  it  is  extremely  ««^J"*Pf  ""len*.  J" 

deslrabU  in  all  caaea  to  opeu  the  urethra  very  low  Were    it    not    at   present    generally 

dowD,  from  the  external  troond  readUy  beaUng,  known,  and  even  by  Sir  Charles  Bell 

fn  ui'd?yl*whfi8?*othIw''we^^  p*l?trac"t*e d  to^five  himself  candidly  admitted,  that  the  first 

weekat  though  Home  caaes  were  retentive  in  three  conclusions  drawn  from  them  were  not 

?;iS*h?w«!;!l5."'JI*P""?Kr''°r****^'*'w*°'  entirely  correct,  I  shouM  be  sorry  to 

again,  how  much  violence  the  perineum  suffers,  ^       r                  't          ji*^          u*^ 

and  yet  gets  well ;  whilst  the  upper  part  of  the  enter  here  on  such  a  delicate  subject. 

urethra,  from  slight  causes,  gives  great  constl-  ^ 
toUonal  disturbance.    In  a  conversation  on  this 

auMeci  with  Mr.  B.  Cooper,  he  agreed  with  me,  *  Med.  Gat.  July  19,  p.  MtS. 

andrtferrad  mo  to hli  oplniooa  stated  in  hie  work.  t  Id.  p.  662.       t  l<l« p.  66 i . 

066.— XIV.  3  N 
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It  was.  In  fact,  from  the  experimeDt  on  and  not  at  all  to  those  of  the  cbeeks.**— 

the  very  same  infra-orbital  branch  of  the  Ibid.  p.  82. 

fiflh  that  Sir  Charles  Bell  was  princi>  It .  is,  in  fact,  onlj  in  his  last  paper, 

pally  led  into  error  in  ascribing  to  it  already  mentioned,  and  after  the  lapse 

Doth  a  power  of  motion  and  sensation ;  of  nine  rears  from  the  first,  that  Sir 

when    Bellengeri,    on    the    contrary,  Charles  Bell  gave  a  short  description  of 

brought  £»rward  as  a  pathological  argu-  the  smaller  or  muscular  portion  of  the 

ment,  to  prove  that  the  ganglionic  por-  fifth,  together  with  a  plate,  which  mere- 

tion  of  the  fifth  was  not  a  nerve  of  mo*  ]y  shews  its  appearance  in  the  face  and 

tion,  the  division  of  the  same  branch  its  principal  ramifications  to  the  different 
performed  in  instances  of  neuralgia  fa-  -  muscles  of  the  jaws;  and  just  forty-live 

cialis^  which  was  not  followed  by  para-  years  after  PiJetta  had  published  his 

lysis  of  the  muscles  of  the  face.  classical  work  on  the  Nervtu  Crotapki- 

But,  afler  all,  the  best  answer  I  can  tUnu  et  Buccinatoriui,  with  plates  only 

S'ive  to  Mr.  A.  Shaw  is  in  Sir  Charles  ^  be  compared  to  those  of  Scarpa,  and 

elPs   own   words :  — "  Experiments,"  had    called   it    a  nerve   of  voluntarif 

says  he,  "  may  take  a  colour  from  the  motion, 

preconceived  idea,  but  accurate  investi-  [This  imperfect  knowledge  of  the 
gation  of  the  structure  will  not  deceive  anatomy  of  the  smaller  portion  of  the 
us." — rLast  work,  p.  133.)  ^  Experi-  fifth  nerve  is  not  surprising,  since  we 
ments  nave  never  been  the  means  otdis-  see  that  Mr.  Mayo  also,  in  1829,  in  the 
covery ;  and  a  survey  of  what  has  been  second  edition  of  his  Outlines  of  Physio- 
attempted  of  late  in  physiology  will  logy,  had  stated,  p.  335  —  **  In  pursu- 
prove  that  opening  of^  living  animals  ing  this  subject,  I  was  led  to  observe, 
nas  done  more  to  perpetuate  error  than  that  there  were  muscles  which  received 
to  confirm  the  just  views  taken  from  no  branches  from  any  nerve  but  the 
the  study  of  anatomy  and  natural  mo-  fifth;  these  muscles  are  the  masseter, 
tions."— (P.  218.)     *'  I  have  had  re-  the  temporal,  the  two  pterygoids,  and 

course  to  experiments,  not  to  form  my    the  circumflexus  palati After  some 

own  opinions,  but  to  impress  them  upon  careful  dissection,  in  the  greater  part  of 

others."—- (Id.)     "  I   feel   a  hesitation  which  I  afterwards  found  that  I  had 

when  I  reason  upon  any  other  ground  been  anticipated  by  Paletta,  I  made  out 

than  on  the  facts  of  anatomy." — (Id.  that  tlie  smaller  fasciculus  of  the  fifth  is 

p.  237.)  entirely  consumed  upon  the  snp{>ly  of 

These  were  Sir   Charles  Bell's  opi-  the  muscles  I  have  named."    This  im- 

nions    on  the  subject  of  experiments,  partial  author  has  thus  for  the  first  time 

brought  forward  at  different  times  afler  given  credit  to  Paletta,  more  explicitly 

the  presentation  of  his  first  paper  to  the  than  an^  other  in  this  country,  for  hts 

Royal  Society  in  1821,  and  evidently  careful  inquiries  on  the  minute  anatomy 

expressing  the  important  result  of  his  of  this  part  of  the  fifth  nerve.] 

own  experience.  What    were    the   consequences    of 

It  is  only  to  be  regretted  that  Sir  neglecting  this  important  inquiry  on  tlie 
Charles  Bell  had  not,  at  a  former  pe-  minute  anatomical  distribution  of  the 
nod,  directed  his  particular  attention  to  fifth,  may  be  known  better  by  the  candid 
the  minute  anatomy  of  the  fifth  nerve,  statements  that  Sir  Charles  Bell  ex- 
Had  he  not  had  his  mind  so  much  en-  posed  in  his  last  paper.  "  Conceiving 
gaged  with  his  favourite  theory  of  the  (says  he)  that  there  must  be  such  an  ac- 
respiratory  nerves,  and  not  been  satisfied  coraance  {between  the  nuftiana  of  the 
merely  with  the  analogy  of  the  spinal  lower  jaw  and  the  cheeht  in  nuutication\ 
nerves,  and  the  fiflh,  by  its  double  ori-  and  contemplating  the  roots  of  the  fifui 
gin  and  ganglion,  he  would  never  have,  pair,  and  their  distinct  functions,  I  had 
as  he  stated  in  his  last  paper,  read  be-  imagined  that  this  office  was  performed 
fore  the  Royal  Society  in  May  1829,  by  the  branches  of  the  second  division 
"  attributed  to  one  or  its  branches  a  of  the  fifth :  but  finding  that  the  con- 
function  which  belongs  to  another  nexion  between  the  motor  root  and  the 
branch  of  the  same  nerve."^(Last  work,  suoerior  maxillary  nerve  proved  to  be 
n.  94.)  Of  thii  very  branch  he  had  said  only  by  cellular  texture,  and  consider^ 
oefore,  in  his  first  paper  in  1821 :  **  I  ing  the  affirmation  of  M.  Magendie 
am  unable  to  decide  wnether  or  not  the  and  those  who  followed  him — that  the 
muscular  branches  of  the  fifth  nerve  go  infra-orbital  branch  had  no  influence 
exclusively  to.  the  muscles  of  the  jaws,  upon  the  lips — I  prosecuted  with  more 
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lutefest  the  ramus  buccinalis  lahialiM.^ —  fifth,  in  particular,  he  has  given  to  the 

(Last  work,  p.  104.)     This  curious  fact  public,  in  181H,  one  of  the  most  com- 
(of  the  fifth  being  not  only  the  nerve  of    plete  and  elaborate  monog-raphs,  both  in 

sensibifittf  to  the  head  and  face ^   but   a  point  of  anatomy  and  erudition,  of  that 

mutcular  nerve  to   the  muscles  of  the  important  nerve  of  the  face.     Of  all  of 

jaws  active  in  mastication)^  originally  them  he  has  searched  their  real  original 

drawn  from   anatomy  (/  should  rather  roots  into  the  most  recondite  parts  of 

say  from  analogy),  and  now  confirmed  the  encephalon ;  and  from  this  source, 

\y  it,  bad  nearly  been  obscured  by  ex-  and  from  their  distribution  to  the  dif- 

periment:  since  the  external  branches  of  ferent  parts  and  organs  of  the  face,  as 

the  fifth   nerve,  those  most  exposed  to  well  as  from  their  functions,  both  in  a 

the  e?(perimenter,*are  not  muscular." —  state  of  health  aud  disease,  he  has  at- 

(Ibid.  p.  107.^    "  I  am  bound  to  ackuow.  tetnpted  to  establish  their  peculiar  phy- 

ledge  here  the  correction  by  M.  Ma-  siological  power.    In  doing  this  he  has 

f^ndie,  in  regard  to  the  office  of  the  always  proceeded  with  that  degree  of 

suborbital  division  of  this  nerve,  since  philosopbical  caution,  which  is  charae- 

it  has  given  occasion  to  the  revisal  of  teristic  of  men  of  learning;  being  satis- 

the  anatom V.*' — (Ibid.>  ficd  of  having,  in  his  attempt,  at  least 

Nor  had  a  more  diligent  attention  arrived  at  probability,  if  not  certainty, 
been  paid  to  the  minute  anatomy  of  the 

larger  portion  of  the  same  nerve;  since  Having  thus  concluded   with    these 

we  found,  in  Sir  Charles  BelPs  fifth  pa-  remarks    the    physiology  of  the   fifth 

per,  read  before  the   Ro^al  Society,  in  pair  of  cerebral  nerves,  I  shall  in  my 

February  1826,  the  folio  wing  statements:  next   article   proceed   to   the  not  less 

— "  For  a  time   I    believed    that   the  interesting  subject  of  the  seventh  pair 

fifth    nerve,    which     is    the    sensitive  of  nerves. 

iier*'e  of  the  head  and  face,  did  not  ter-  September  22,  ih34. 
minate  in  the  substance  of  the  muscles, 

but  only  passed  through  them   to  the      — — — . 

6kin."-(/(/.  p.  228.) 

"  Still  dissection   did  not  authorise  ON  THE  FUNCTIONS  of  NERVES. 

that  conclusion.     I  traced  the  sensitive  

nerves  into  the  substance  of  the  muscles : 

I  found  that  the  fifth  pair  was  distri-  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

buted   more  profusely  to   the  muscles  ^ 

than  to  the  skin  ;  ana  that,  estimating  ^''^* 

all  the  nerves  given  to  the  muscles,  the  Although  by  far  the  ^atcst  number 

greater  portion  belonged  to  the  fifth,  or  of  muscles  receive  similar  nerves,  yet 

sensitive  nerve,  and  smaller  portion  to  there  are  some  destined  for  particular 

the  seventh,  or  motor  nerve.     On  re-  functions  which  have  their  supply  from 

ferring  to  the  best  authorities,  as  Meckel,  different  sources.      Thus   each   of  the 

and  my  excellent  preceptor  Monro,  the  ^hree  slender  muscles,  arising  from  the 

extremities  of  the  fifth  were  described  styloid  process,  receives  its  particular 

bv  them  as  going  into  the  muscles ;  so  nerve.     This  arrangement    cannot  be 

ttat  of  this  fact  there  cannot  be  a  doubt."  mere  convenience,  as  either  of  the  nerves 

— (/rf.  p.  229.)  might  on  this  account  have  furnished 

BeUmgeri,  then,  had  not  performed  branches  to  the  whole.     But  a  muscle 

any  experiments  on  the  fifth,  probably  mar  perform  more  complex  functions, 

because,    by  its    intricate    distribution  and   have  two  distinct  nerves  as   the 

and  coiniexions  with   other  nerves,  he  digastric,  or  one  may  be  supplied  by 

might  have  been   induced  to  draw  er-  two  nerves  conjoined,  as  the  cutaneous, 

roneous  deductions  from  them ;  he  had  omo-hyoideal,  and  others.    A  muscle  in 

not  paid,  at    that   time,    a    particular  the  face  may  also  receive  two  different 

attention,  or  performed  any  experiment,  nerves,  which  may  be  either  separate  or 

ou    the    spinal    nerves,    because     the  conjoined. 

principal   object  of    bis  inquiries  was  The  superior  portion  of  the  digastric 

to    esUblish     the     general    pathology  muscle  receives  a  brancb  from  Uie  hard 

and  therapeutic  of  the   Neuralgia  Ja-  portion  of  tbe  seventh,  the  inferior  from 

eialis.     Instead    of  that,   he   had  first  the  inferior  dental   nerve.     If  tbe   in- 

most  minutely  studied  the  anatomy  of  fcrior  dental  nerve,  just  before  entering 

all  the  nerves  of  the  face;  and  of" the  the  jaw,  can  give  off  a  branch  for  ex- 
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citing  muscular  action,  there  is  no  rea-  of  the  fiflh  in  this  animal  terminate  in 

sou  wliy  others  g'iven  bj  it  to  the  mus-  the    muscles    of  the    upper    lip,    and 

cular  structure  of  the  lower  lip,  afler  it  others  from  the  third  in  tne  lower.     It 

has  emerged  from  the  foramen  near  the  is  yery  difficult  to  trace  the  branches  of 

chin,   may  not   perform   similar  func-  the   hard  portion  throughout  the  lip«, 

tions ;  and  if  it  nave  this  power  in  the  so  as  to  determine  wheuier  the  whole 

lower  lip,  why  should  not  branches  of  of    these     parts    is    supplied    by    its 

the  infra-orbital  nerve,  terminating  in  branches, 
the  upper-lip,  have  the  same  P  In  the  calf,  the  branch  of  the  third 

Although  experimenters  have  decided  trunk  of  the  fifth   passing  behind  the 

that  the  infra-orbital  nerve  has  only  condyle  of  the  lower  jaw,  before  its 

sensiferous  faculties,  as  well  as  the  ter-  junction  with  the  hard  portion^  gives  off 

mination  of  the  inferior  maxillary  in  the  a  branch,  which  is  joined  by  one  from 

lower-lip,  ^ei  if  branches  of  a  nerve  be  this  nerve,  and  is  then  distributed  to  the 

found  terminating  in  muscle,  it  may  be  levator   muscle    of  the   angle  of  the 

reasonably  concluded    that   they  exist  mouth  ;    the    remaining    part    of  the 

for  exciting  and  controling   the  con-  branches    given    off  from   this   nerve 

tractile  fibres ;    and  if  the  muscle  be  pass  to  the  cutaneous  muscle  and  skin, 
complicated  as  those  of  the  lips,  and  re-        When  the  distribution  of  the  nerves 

ceives  two  nerves,  there  seems  to  be  no  of  the  face  in  the  sheep  is  considered,  it 

reason  why  it  may  not  be  excited  by  must  be  concluded  that  the  fifth  and  the 

each  of  them    for  any  particular  oc-  hard  portion  of  the  mouth  are  connect- 

casion.  ed  merely  for  sympathy,  as  the  commu- 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  digastric  nications  between  the  two  are  so  slight; 

muscle  is  supplied   by  two  nerves  in  and  it  may  be  here  remarked,  that  the 

the  same  manner  as  the  lips.     In  it  the  union  of  the  fifth  and  seventh  will  not 

two  different  muscular  parts  are  seen  anatomically  bear  a   comparison  with 

receiving  different  nerves.     In  the  lips  that  of  the  anterior  and  posterior  bundle 

the  destination  of  tlie  different  nerves  of  each  spinal  nerve, 
cannot  be  so  precisely  determined,  but        The  nerve  of  the  fifth,  passing^  from 

their  entire  separation  in  this  muscle  aU  hebind  the  condyle  of  the  lower  jaw  in 

lows  us  to  conclude  with  certainty  that  the  horse  and  ass,  has  been  conjectured 

more  of  the  branches  of  the  fifth  have  to  be  a  nerve  of  sensation,  and  impart- 

the  power  of  exciting  muscular  action  ing  this  quality  to  the  hard  portion. 

than  is  generally  allowed,  and  also  that  Experiments  have  been  made  to  prove 

the  two  portions  of  this  muscle  have  to  that  it  is  so,  but  have  not  done  it  satis- 

perform  separate  functions,  and  that  it  is  factorily.    This  nerve  in  the  sheep  is 

employed  m  a  similar  capacity  to  those  distributed  almost  entirely  on  muscles, 

of  the  lips.  as  previously  stated.    It  may,  therefore, 

In  the  sheep  there  is  a  very  slight  be  maintained,  that  it  has  motifcrous 
communication  between  the  fifth  and  the  power  in  this  instance  ;  and  if  it  pro- 
hard  portion  of  the  seventh;  so  that  duce  sensation  altogether  in  man  and 
each  nerve  passes  almost  altogether  se-  some  animals,  it  shows,  at  least,  that 
parate  to  its  destination.  In  the  horse  the  same  nerve  in  different  animals 
the  branch  of  the  third  trunk  of  the  fi fUi  has  different  functions, 
passing  behind  the  condyle  of  the  lower  It  has  been  supposed  that  a  sensife- 
jaw,and  corresponding  with  that  giving  rous  nerve  is  required  for  the  functions 
off  the  superficial  temporal  in  man,  is  of  the  muscles ;  this,  however,  need  not 
very  lar^e,  and  becomes  ultimately  be  separated  from  the  motiferous.  But 
united  with  the  hard  portion ;  it  is  if  a  similar  branch  of  the  fifth  promote 
much  less  in  the  calf,  and  becomes  muscular  functions  in  one  animal,  and 
also  united  with  the  hard  portion ;  but  sensitive  in  another,  there  majr  be  some 
in  the  sheep,  the  communication,  when  difference  either  at  the  origfin  of  the 
it  exists,  is  very  slight,  and  by  a  mere  nerve,  or  some  different  connexion  in 
filament.  Now  thisliranch  of  the  fifth  different  animals.  The  ninth  alone  is 
in  the  sheep  is  distributed  almost  en-  sufficient  for  the  functions  of  some  mus- 
tirely  on  the  levator  muscle  of  the  an-  cles,  and  therefore  the  branches  of  the 
gle  of  the  mouth  and  the  cutaneous  cervical  nerves  cannot  be  joined  to  its 
muscle  of  the  face,  but  the  levator  also  descending  branch  for  merely  promoting 
receives  filaments  from  the  bard  por-  muscular  functions, 
tion.    Branches  from  the  second  trunk        In  the  calf,  the  cutaneous  muscle  and 
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skin  abore  the  eye-lid,  on  the  forehead,  branches  have  others  besides  motiferous 
and  the  anterior  part  of  the  nose,  are  properties,  viz.  in  givinf^  sensation  to 
supplied  bj  the  supra-orbital  nerve,  the  the  bones  and  joints,  and  connecting 
branches  of  whicn  communicate  with  these  with  the  system  generally, 
the  hard  portion.  Lower  down  on  the  It  may  be  a  question  whether  the  cu- 
nose  they  are  supplied  by  branches  of  taueous  muscle,  in  animals,  performs 
the  infra-orbital  nerve  turned  upwards ;  altogether  voluntary  functions ;  or  whe- 
but  these  have  not  communicated  with  ther  the  close  connexion  of  its  nerves 
the  hard  portion  before  they  are  given  with  the  sentient  properties  of  the  skin 
to  the  cutaneous  muscle.  It  appears,  communicates  these  motiferous  powers, 
therefore,  that  part  of  this  muscle  is  making  the  contractions  rather  involun- 
supplied  byth'enard  portion,  and  part  tar^ than voluntaiT,inthesame way asthe 
by  the  branches  of  the  fiflh  ;  but  in  all  imtated  nerves  or  the  extremity  of  the 
the  rest  of  the  body,  the  cutaneous  mus-  foot  in  animals  make  the  muscles  of  the 
cle  is  almost  entirely  supplied  by  the  limb  contract.  The  sentient  extremity 
spinal  nerves.  The  spinal  nerves  in  of  the  nerve  may  convey  the  irritation 
man  terminate  at  last  altogether  on  the  to  the  brain,  and  the  muscle  be  then 
skin,  as  the  cutaneous  muscle  does  not  excited  by  the  will.  This  complex 
exist  except  in  the  neck ;  but  in  animals  movement  appears  generally  to  be  hardly 
they  furnish  the  cutaneous  muscle,  as  necessary,  but  only  on  more  urgent  oc- 
well  as  the  skin ;  and  branches  of  the  casions,  as  after  coming  out  of  the  water, 
first  trunk  of  the  fifth  terminate  in  the  when  the  animal  can  put^he  whole  cu- 
occipito.frontal  muscle  and  skin,  whilst  taneous  muscle  in  action  at  the  same 
the  extreme  branches  of  the  second  moment.  It  is  not  difficult  to  conclude 
trunk  terminate  on  the  skin,  no  cuta-  that  the  nerve  supplying  the  cutaneous 
neous  muscle  existing  in  the  face,  as  in  muscle  and  skin,  on  being  irritated, 
animals.  Thus  the  functions  of  the  niay  produce  action  like  that  of  the  sen- 
first  trunk  of  the  fifth  in  man  are  sitive  plant,  and  contract  in  a  similar 
brought  to  resemble  those  of  the  spinal  manner.  The  bladder  contracts  on  the 
nerves,  by  terminating  on  both  cuta-  application  of  cold  to  the  skin, 
neous  muscle  and  skin,  as  in  animals  ;  ^  Worms  and  insects  have  nerves  for  mo- 
whilst  those  of  the  second  trunk  corre-  tion  as  well  as  sensation ;  and  although 
spend  with  the  terminations  of  the  spi-  these  qualities  maybe  modified,  as  com- 
nal  nerves  in  man,  as  there  is  an  absence  pared  with  more  perfect  animals,  there 
of  the  cutaneous  muscle  in  the  face.  is  good  reason  for  presuming  that  their 

In  animals  the  cutaneous  muscle  is  nerves  may  perform  both  these  functions, 

supplied  with  branches,  after  the  nerves  In  the  centipede  the  brain  has  two  lobes, 

have  pierced   the  several  muscles,  for  clearly  deft'ned  and   different  from  the 

terminating  in  the  skin  in  man.     Are  gangfia ;  the  nervous  cord  is  very  large, 

we  therefore  to  suppose  that  in  animals  And   in  its  centre  a  fine  white  thread 

the  nerves  are  different  from  those  in  passes  down,  first  through  each  portion 

man,  or  that  they  are  the  same,  the  of  this  prolongation,    and  then  round 

functions  of  the  skin  requiring  nerves  each  ganglion,  so  as  to  be  distinct  from 

of    similar  qualities    to    those   of  the  the  other  parts.    Whether  this  arrange- 

JDUScles  ?  ment  be  for  separating  the  nerves  of  sen- 

If  the  nerves  of  sensation  and  motion  sation  and  those  of^  motion,  may  be 

are  4iot  mixed  together  for  their  mutual  worth  consideration, 

co-operation,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  I  cannot  believe  that  a  great  many  of 

why  they  are  so  connected.     If  the  mo-  the  lower  animals  are  devoid  of  sensa- 

tiferous  portion  be  entirely  for  the  mus-  tion  ;  neither  tliat  muscles  can  perform 

des,  and  the  sensiferous  for  the  skin,  voluntary  motion  without   a  brain   or 

why  are  they  united  P    It  seems  that  ner>  ous  centre.      I  can  conceive  that 

they  require  mutual  co-operation,  and  some  of  the  lowest  animals  may  possess 

pernaps  the  skin  has  an  equal  share  of  sensitive  qualities,  and  a  capability  for 

this  with  the  muscles ;  for  when  a  nerve  contraction,  like  the  sensitive  plant.    It 

has  lefl  the  branches  destined  for  the  would  not,  perhaps,  be  necessary,  in  this 

skin,  and  appears  to  be  nassing  entirely  instance,  toat  there  should  be  distinct 

to  muscles,  some  of  its  filaments  will  be  nerves,  but  whether  there  must  be  ner- 

sent  from  this  apparently  muscular  ter-  vous  matter  conjoined  with  the  muscle 

mination  to  the  periosteum  and  bone,  or  or  contractile  membrane,  or  in  what  pro- 

to  the  joints,  a  plain  proof  that  those  portion,  it  is  impossible  to  determine^ 
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nnless  the  peculiar  properties  of  brain 
could  be  discovered  bv  chemical  analy- 
sis. The  existence  of  brain  and  nerves 
has  been  denied  to  some  soft  animals, 
but  it  may  not  have  been  discorered 
from  its  transparency ;  as,  even  in  the 
crab,  it  is  somewhat  difficult,  on  this  ac- 
count, to  distinguish  the  nervous  system 
from  the  muscular. 

I  am,  sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Jos£PH  Swan. 

a,  T«vUtock-Sqnare» 
Sept.  23,  ld.-i4. 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

Saturday,  September  27, 1834. 


*'  Ltcet  omnlbufl,  licet  etiam  mihl.  dlgnlutem 
ArtiM  Mediem  tueri  \  potestae  modo  veniv ndi  in 
publicum  sit,  dicendi  pericolum  u6n  recuso.*' 

ClcKRO. 


COLLEGE   OF  PHYSICIANS. 

PERVERSION  OF  THEIR  POWERS. 

The  powers  originally  entrusted  to  the 
College  of  Physicians  were  so  very  am- 
ple, that,  had  they  been  wielded  with 
honesty  and  discretion,  it  is  yery  doubt- 
ful whether  any  other  medical  corpora- 
tion would  have  been  instituted  in  these 
kingdoms.  Instead,  however,  of  com- 
prehending within  their  circle  the 
greatest  possible  number  of  learned 
practitioners,  their  object  has  been  to 
render  their  order  as  exclusive  as  possi- 
ble. But  those  excluded  having,  in  pro- 
cess of  time,  become  the  more  influential 
as  well  as  the  more  numerous  body,  the 
principle  has  acted  against  their  oppres- 
sors ;  so  that  while  the  Fellows  excluded 
others  from  their  halls,  they  have  given 
to  those  others  both  the  power  and  the 
will  to  exclude  them  from  a  very  large 
portion  of  that  practice  and  emolument 
which  they  would  otherwise  have  ob- 
tained. Many  well-educated  physicians 
are  now  apothecaries—licentiates  of  ano- 
ther bodyj  and  lending  all  that  influence 
to  the  destruction  of  the  temple  in  Pall- 
Mali  East,  which,  under  better  manage- 
itteuty  would  have  been  given  to  its  ex- 


tension and  support.  It  may,  perlmps, 
be  said,  that  if  well-educated  men  be 
engaged  in  practice,  it  matters  little  by 
what  name  they  may  be  called  ;  bat  we 
maintain,  on  the  contrary,  that  there  is 
a  great  deal  in  a  name,  and  that'  the 
appellation  in  question— that  of  apothe- 
cary—has been  too  long  associated  with 
the  idea  of  a  mere  dealer  in  drugs,  for 
the  public  to  use  it  in  any  other  sense; 
nor  can  a  stronger  proof  be  adduced 
of  this,  than  that  the  Licentiates  of  the 
Worshipful  Society  do  not  call  them- 
selves "apothecaries,"  but  "general 
practitioners,"~shewing,  most  clearly, 
their  consciousness  of  being  superior  in 
education  and  attainments  to  the  order 
into  \^hich  the  mixed  supineness  and 
indiscretion  of  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians, has  driven  them.  No  body  of 
men  can  be  expected  to  consent,  that 
while  the  standard  of  their  professional 
attainments  is  raised,  their  nominal 
rank  should  be  lowered,  and  the  conse- 
quences have  been,  first,  that  many 
young  men  of  excellent  education  have 
been  deterred  from  the pbrsuitof  physical- 
together;  and, secondly,  that  of  those  who 
have  entered  it,  not  a  few  are  influenced 
by  feelings  of  hostility  towards  those  to 
whom,  in  virtue  of  their  oflice,  the  re- 
gulating of  the  profession  has  been  in- 
trusted, and  by  whom  they  think  them- 
selves aggrieved.  We  do  not,  indeed, 
go  so  far  as  Dr.  Arnott,  who  attributes 
all,  or  nearly  all,  the  evils  of  the  profes- 
sion to  tlie  College  of  Physicians,  but 
we  must  allow  that  there  is  a  gieat  deal 
of  truth  in  many  of  the  remarks  which 
followed. 

"  Have  you  considered  the  by-laws 
of  the  College  which  relate  to  the  ad- 
mission of  licentiates  to  the  fellow- 
ship?—I  have. 

"  What  view  have  you  been  led  tu 
take  of  the  by-laws  .^— It  appears  to  me, 
that  the  autnority  which  was  given  to 
the  College  to  make  by-laws,  instead  of 
being  used  to  raise  the  character 
of  the  profession,  and  increase  its 
efficiency,    has     been    perverted      to 


COLLBOB  OF  PHYSICIANS — PBRVBRSION  OF  THEIR  POWERS.     MO 

otiier  purposes,  and  has  produced  tinent,  and  to  declare  that  he  was  an 
the  effect  of  throwing  19-20ths  of  the  apothecarj,  he  would  scarcely  be  ad- 
whole  medical  practice  of  the  country—  mitted  into  good  society. 
that  is,  the  ffeneral  practice  of  the  heaK  *'  Has  not  the  wholesome  influence 
ing  art  in  this  country—into  the  hands  which  it  is  desirable  the  CoUe^of  Pby- 
of  peraons  not  ph^icians,  although  the  sicians  should  possess  in  this  country. 
College  of  Physicians  was  originally  been  diminishe<]^  in  consequence  of  the 
estabmhed  to  embrace  the  whole.  dissatisfaction  created  by  these  exclu- 
"  The  effect  of  the  b^-laws  of  the  sive  by-laws  ?^-I  think  so ;  and  I  be- 
CoUege  has  been  to  restnct  the  number  lieve  that  if  those  iniudicious  by-laws 
of  physicians  practisingr,  and  the  consc-  had  not  been  made,  there  would  at  the 

Jjuence  of  that  restriction  has  beeir  to  present  moment  be  little  for  the  legis- 

orce  another  grade  of  practitioners  into  lature  to  do  but  to  extend  the  authority 

general  practice  ? — ^Yes.  of  the  well-conducted  college  over  the 

"  Has  not  the  effect  of  the  laws  in  whole  kingdom ;  the  profession  would 

this  country,  with  regard  to  medi^^ine,  have  been  in  a  satisfactory  state,  con- 

been  to  transfer  the  great  bod^  of  the  stituting  a  sufficiently  numerous  body 

fractice  to  the  general  practitioner  ?-~  of  well-educated  men,  such  as  I  have 

t  has ;  hut  it  appears  to  me  that  the  been  contemplating, 
result  of  the  present  law,  if  continual,        it  is  quite  clear  that  Dr.  Amott  has  a 

would  be  chiefly  to  chanae  the  name  of  «*.^„«  u:—  :^  r  r  au  p      i* 

the  regular  medical  practitioner  fmm  strong  bias  in  favour  of  the  one  Faculty 

physician    to  suiyeon    or   apothecary,  P">ject-a  result  which   we  think  has 

with  annoyance  in  man 7  cases  to  the  been  produced  in  the  minds  of  some 

practitioner  himself,  and  disadvantage  learned  and  otherwise  reasonable  per- 
to  the  public,  owing  to  lower  quali-  ^    ^^^  .^^  ^^^^  ^  ^ 

fications  required.     Apothecary  ongi-         ,    .•'      .  ,  •   ,     , 

nally  meant   a   mere    compounder  of  exclusion  is  apt  to  produce.    Indeed, 

drurs;  apothecary  now  may  mean  a  ^he  case  of  the  physician  before  us  is 

well-educated   physician,^ for   of   late  an   illustration   of  the  baneful  conse- 

r?r  ^''^'i^'^^  physicians,  owing        ^nces  of  the  present  system,  which 

to  the  difficulties  there  are  in  the  way  of  J  ,  . '^        r         .1     \  .  1 

practising  with   the   denomination    of  ^«***"  *  gentleman  from  the  highest 

physician,  under  the  injurious  by-laws  honours  of  his  profession,  though  he  be 

of  the  College,  have  joined  the  inferior  at  once  an  accomplished  physician,  and 

bodies ;  and  the  prospect  is  that  before  highly  distinguished  for  his  aUainments 

long  the   body  called  physicians  will  .  "    *'.  ,        ^        *      r      • 

wear  out  *°  various  departments  of  science  not 

"  Is  there  any  wisdom  in,  at  the  same  strictly  medical 
time,  lowering  a  class  of  men  in  point        We  have,  in  former  numbers,  dwelt 

of  rank,  and  raising  them  in  point  of  at  some  length  upon  the  nature  and 

SS'.ter.S!^rJ«;;£;^/''"    -  beari„gsofa.ebylaw,oftheColl.^ 
"  Has  not  that  been  the  effect  of  the  ®|  Physicians,  as  illustrated  by  the  par- 
laws  of  this  countfy,   particularly  the  liamentary  evidence.     We  have  endea- 
law  of  1816  P— It  appears  to  me  to  have  voured  to  show  that  the  connexion  be- 

^H^i^^ff^w-J"*"""''*^^''*^*^'''  t^^<^«°  ^^  College    and    the  English 

and  that  as  one  consequence,  many  men  ,,  .       .  .  ®  .  *, , 

of  Ulent,  who  would  be  proud  to  belong  Universities  was  one  not  unavoidably, 

to  the  medical  profession,  if  well  con-  though  perhaps  naturally  resulting  from 

stituted,  are  now  deterred  from  entering  circumstances ;    that  they  voluntarily, 

it,  to  the  great  injury  of  die  nublic.  i,^  ^^^  ^^^^^^^^  ^f  ^.^rtain  by-laws,  ren- 

"  So  long  as  you  require  nigh  quali-  ,      ,  •  ,    .       .  1.,.  1         .       , 

fications  of  parties  to  eiter  intJa  branch  ^""^^  *^«''  establishment  rather  an  ap- 

of  the  pro^ssion  which  is  considered  pendage  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  than 

low  in  point  of  rank,  do  not  you  think  maintained    that  independent  position 

thatdimtisfaction  will  exist  in  the  great  ^hjch  theircharter  originally  gave  them; 
iNKly  of  the  profession  r — There  must  be        j  »u  *  *l  •- :ii:u      i**    *       -j    ai.  • 

great  dissatisfaction.    Were  an  EnglUh  *°^  ^^  ^^"^  lUiberahty  towards  their 

apothecary,  who  may  be  a  perfectly-  Licentiates  has  been  no  less  injurious 

educated  physician,  to  visit  the  con-  to  pbyaicians  generally  than  to  the  CoU 
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lege  itself.    A  sort  of  recapitulation  of  *he  best-educated  memben  of  the  nro- 

the  leading  points  on  these  questions  is  ^M^on  have,  by  by-laws  conceived  in 

^  .,*.,,      ^  „.    ^  ,  a  spmt  of  monopoly,   been   seTermlly 

contained  m   the  following  very  ela-  excluding  from  the  honoura  of  the  fel- 

borate  answer  of  Dr.  Amott  to  an  inter-  lowship  of  the  College,  and  have  re. 

rogatory  on  the  subject  of  the  petition  mainea  liable  to  be  confounded    with 

of  the  Licentiates ;  and,  with  this  sum-  P™ctitioners  of  veiy  inferior  acquire- 

,  ,  J    ^  ments  and  character,  permitted  by  the 

ming  up,  we  close  a  volume,  and,  for  College  to  exist,  thoilgh  I  beHcve  the 

the  present,  our  notice  of  this  portion  of  College  had  the  power  of  preventiiig 

the  parliamentaty  evidence.  them.     Thus  many  high-minded   per- 

sons  have  been  prevented  from  embrac- 

'*  Are  you  one  of  the  licentiates  who  ing  the  medical  profession,  and  aome 

signed  tne  petitions  presented  in  this  have  even  left  it  after  thejr  had  embraced 

and  last  session  to  tne  leg^lature  ?-^  it    One  consequence  of  this  condact  of 

I  am ;  I  have  signed  both.  the   College  was,  that  the  number  of 

"  What  do  vou  consider  the  leading  well-educated  medical  men,  in  the  coon- 

grievances  undfer  which  the  licentiates  try,  became  very  much  less  than  was 

at  present  labour  ? — The  grievances  are  required  for  the  service  of  the  pablic 

<Tf  two  classes ;  one  rather  in  relation  to  The  eager  demand  of  the  public,  how. 

the  public,  the  other  more  nearly  af-  ever,  for  that  medical  assistance  wbicfa 

fecting   the    licentiates.       Legislation,  the  College  could  not  supply,  called 

with    respect  to    the  practice  of  me-  into  existence  all  kinds  of  irregular  prac- 

dicine,   could  have    in  view   only    to  titioners  and  quacks.    Ofthese,  the  par- 

ensure    the    public   an    abundance    of  ties  who  naturally  took  the  lead  were 

the  best  medical  service,  and  to  pro-  the  barber-surgeons,    who    bad   ready 

tect  the  public  against  the  practice  of  admission  to  families  in  the  course  of 

ignorant  men  and  quacks.     The  charter  their  ordinary  employments ;   and  the 

originally  granted  to  the   College  of  apothecaries,  who    were    then  merely 

Physicians  seems  to  have  been  given  drufif-compounders,  as  the  chemists  are 

with  such  intentions ;  in  fact,  it  express-  at  l£e  present  day :  these,  finding  it  to 

ly  states  that  those  were   its  objects,  their  advantage  to  acquire  more  and 

The  management  of  the  College,  how-  more  of  medical  information,  did  so,  and 

ever,  instead  of  keeping  these  objects  in  almost  imperceptibly,  but  vey  steadily, 

view,    seems  almost  entirely  to  have  worked  themselves  into  such  favour  with 

neglected  them,  and  to  have  considered  the  public,  that  at  last  the   surgeons 

chiefly  the  personal  advantage  of  the  have  become  a  Royal  College,  rivaling 

members,    or   corporate    advantage    of  the    physicians    tnemselves  ;    and  the 

the  body.    That  there  might  be  abun-  apothecaries  have  followed  close  at  the 

dance  of  the  best  medical   talent  in  heels  of  the  surgeons.    About  a  century 

the  country,  it  was  necessary  that  the  ftgo,  when  the   College  of  Physicians 

profession   should  be    honourable   and  attempted  to  prevent  apothecaries  horn 

sufBciently  lucrative,   and    that    there  practisinj^,  on  the  plea  that  no  man  had 

should  be  free  admission  to  its  honours  a  legal  nght  to  prescribe  medicines  who 

and  advantages  for  those  persons  who,  was  neither  fellow  or  licentiate,  the  Col. 

by  acquiring  the  high  attainments  and  lege  did  not  succeed ;  and  from  that  day 

character  suiting  a  physician,  were  de-  the  apothecaries  practised  almost  wi^. 

serving  of  them.    Thus  young    men  out  hindrance,  until,  in  1815,  an  act  of 

about  to  choose  a  profession  would  have  parliament    was   passed,  giving  them 

been  attracted  by  the  medical  as  readily  distinct  authority.      The  education  of 

as  by  any  of  the  other  honourable  pro-  the  apothecary,  in  the  meantime,  has 

fessions    in    the  country  —  as    of    the  been  constantly  improving ;  and  at  last 

church,  the  law,  or  the  army.     Tnstead,  men  of  very  high  acquirements — indeed, 

however,  of  the  profession  generally  be-  members  of  the  colleges  at  Oxford  and 

ing  rendered  honourable,  as  it  should  Cambridge,  and  graduates  of  the  Uni- 

have  been,  and  attractive  by  the  exclu-  yersities—have  entered  die  class  of  apo- 

sion  of  the  ill-educatcd  and  unworthy,  thecaries :  thus  raising  the  character  of 

the    subsequent    expulsion    of  persons  that  class,  while  the  number  of  phy- 

who  might  become  unworthy,  the  sup-  sicians  is  in  consequence  still  farther 

^ression  of  quackery,  and  there  being  diminishing, 
tree  entrance  for  the  deserving,  many  of  —— 
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THE  MEDICAL  SCHOOLS.  &  suirey  of  tbe  general  announcements, 

A  woBi)  TO  STUDENTS,  ^*^  ^^^  ^^  ccTUin  estobUshmente— 

^                            i.                     ,  one  o^"  t**^®  *^  least— which  endeayour 

On  our  wrappers  for  some  weeks  past  ^  ^^^^^^  ^^^j^  ^     assuming  sound- 

and  more  particularly  on  Aose  which  j^^  ^^^  ^  ^j^j^^  ^^      ^^^^  „^  ^j^^^ 

euTelope  our  present  number   will  be  ^^  ^^j^j^^    ^^„^i^  ^^i^j,  ^      ^^^^ 

found  the  announcementeofall  the  me.  are  not  worth  a  farthing.    It  is  pain - 

dical  schools  in  the  meteopohs,  as  well  ^^  ^  ^^^^  ^  ^^^^^  ^  ^^^^  ^^^^^^^ 

as  of  the  principal  of  those  in  the  pro-  ^^  ^^         ^^        metropolitan  body- 

ymces.-.besides  tbe  pirrate  advertise-  y^^^   ^^  f^^^  ^^   ^l^^ng,  and  espe- 

menu  of  all  those  teachers  who  issue  ^jj,      ^^^      ^^  exposure,    for    the 

cards  apart  from  the  esUblishments  to  ^^   ^^    ^^^                    ^^^^   ^^^ 

which  they  are  atteched :  so  that,  by  a  ^^^   ^^^^^^    ^^^              ^^^^  ^^^,^ 

simple  inspection  of  ourcoyers,the  whole  ^^^^  j^  ^^^  ^„^  ^^  U^y^  ^  1,^ 

anangements  for  the  session  may  be  j,^  y^      ^      advertisements.    All 

known.   This  bemg  the  case,  our  readers  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  j,^^^  .„  ^^^  metropolis, 

will  not  expect  i«  to  serve  them  up  the  ^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^        ,,  ^^  ^^^^  j^^^  ^^ 

husk  for  the  kemel^to  transfer  the  con-  j^  ^^^  ^  smile,not,  however,  unminglcd 

tents  of  our  wrapper  into  the  pages  of  ^j^,,  ^^^  indignation,  for  there  is  dis- 

our   volume;  nor    will    they   find    us  y^^^^^^  ^^  ^^          ^^  ^^  j^     ^  ^^ 

garbling  tbe  affiches  of  the  schools  into  ^^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^jg^^                j^  ^^^ 

a  catchpenny  «  advice  to  students."  p,^^^^  ^^^^^  ^  y^^^.^y^  ^  ^^  y^^^^. 

We  have  only  t^  request  gendemen,  ^„^^  •„  ^„^^^^      ^^^^^  ^^^             1^^ 

who  are  about  to  become  pupils   to  be  ^^^  jjpi^^^.  jh^y  are  both  "springcsto 

on  their  guard  against  those  volunteer  ^^j^,,  woodcocks."    Our  best  advice  to 

advisers.    One  of  our  contemporaries,  ^^^^^^  ^  ^  y^^^^  ^^  ^^  .^^^^ 

they  should  be  aware,  is  notorious  for  ^^^  bird^ratchers. 

his  partialities  to  certain  institutions,  — ^ 

and  his  avowed  enmity  to  others.    Let  THE  VALETUDINARIUM— CHAIR 

them,    if  his    paper    fall     into    their  ^^  SURGERY, 

hands,  only   observe  this  ill-disguised  We  perceive  that  the  Univenity^  hav- 

hostility:    they  will  at   once   see    the  ing  failed  with  regard  to  its  promised 

grossness  with  which   be  abuses  and  degrees,  is  making  very  laudable  efforts 

belies  certain  parties,  while,  with  equal  to  get  up  a  new  attraction,  as  a  substi- 

justice  and  discrimination,  he  bedaubs  tute,  in  a  building  which  we  scarcely 

others  with  his  fulsome  praise.  know  how  to  describe,  or  even  to  name. 

If  we  were  to  venture  any  word  of  It  was  called  Valetudinarium^  in  an  in- 

advice   to   the   student,   it  should  be,  scription     very    appropriately    cut    in 

that  he  would  exercise  his  own  judg-  brass,  to  assure  future  ages  that  it  had 

meut,   assisted    by    the  experience    of  once  existed ;  tbe  Secretary  advertises  it 

friends  on  whom  he  can  rely,  and  by  as  the  North  London  Hospital;  and  the 

no  means  be  induced  to  enter  hastily  to  Professor  of  Medicine  calls  it,  in  Ati  ad- 

any  school  till  he  is  perfectly  satisfied  vertisements,    the   London    University 

as  to  the  real   character  and  preten-  Hospital,     This  last  title  is  certainly 

sions  of  its  conductors.     He  will  find,  the  most  correct;  for,  being  wholly  a 

perhaps,  as  the  result  of  this  proceed-  private  concern,  and  on  much  too  small  a 

ing,  that  those  stand   the  test   worst  scale  ever  to  be  regarded  as  a  public  in- 

who  are  most  patronized  by  the  wor-  stitution,  it  should,  in  fact,  be  called  afler 

thy  Mentor  to  whom  we  allude.  the  school  to  which  it  belongs.     The 

We  are  sorry  to  observe,  in  taking  period    appointed    for   its    opening  is 


^ 


the  modesty  of  those  people  is  edifjing. 

—  ^  -  — 
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cbmged  in  almost  every  fresh  announce-  ^ave  offence  to  some  of  the  entfaiuiasde 

meat.     It  was  to  have  been  ready  by  fotanes  which  this  science  has  in  Edin- 

the  UtofOctoberU,tye.^-th«.  b,U.e  J-^j ' -^  *^ -^  '^^"^^^e 

1st  of  January,— afterwards  it  was  post-  gome  sly  and  severe  hits  at  the  phrcno- 

poned  till  October  of  this  year,  and  now  logists,  who  had  actually  proposed  that 

stands   announced  for  next  Christmas  '*«  Association  should  establuh  aphre^ 

-perhaps,  "latter  Lammas."  It  cvi  ^logical secti^r^Athen^Bum^^^^ 
scarcely,  we  think,  be  very  fit  for  the 
abode  of  the  sick  at  present,  for  the  walls 
in  the  interior  are  not  yet  plastered, 
nor  are  there  even  window-sashes  in  the 
lower  story.    The  kitchens  have  yet  to  be 

created  before  a  bowl  of  soup  can  be  ^"^  ^'  ^-  Robinsok,  Esq. 

]           1                      ^  At.   ^      A  1  Surgeon  to  that  Inttltutlon. 

prepared  ;  and  we  suspect  that  a  tolera-  

ble  proportion  of  acute  and  chronic  rheu-  Case  I.— Co/cu/im  Vesiat — Sums   impacted 

matisms  will  form  the  sUple  cases  of  the  ^""^  *'"«  ^«*^- 

«»«»n-if.  indeed,  p.tienU  be  admitted  ^Sr_X"[r"vV''h^thr^ 

at  all*.  when  labouring  under  strictnre  some  time 

A  word  further :  we  have  heard  of  the  since,  for  which  instruments  were  passed 

odd  hitch   in  this  establishment,  about  ^^  ^Twf i,  ^ftn  ^nl^n^^^f 

'  sary  some  weeks  ago,  m  oonseqnenoe  of 

getting  somebody  to  "do"  the  opera-  cutting  paina  in  the  perineum,  frequent 

tions.    A  practical  professor  of  surgery  micturition,  pain  at  the  glans  penis,  scald. 

:-  »»»*:«^   -«j  :«  .^^.n.  ^i.^  ^(a^^  u  i"?»  *tc.    A  sound  was  passed,  and  a  stone 

IS  wanting,  and  it  seems  the  office  is  jistincUy  felt  impfeicied  behind  the  pubes. 

going  a  begging;  since  ac highly -intelli.  Soda  and  u?a  ursi  were  taken  with  great 

gent  surgeon  of  St.  Thomas's,  and  we  benefit  for  a  time^  but  after  a  month's 

leliere    also   a  celebrated  Edinburgh  :SSL!»Jl!ryp»""^rSr:h^ 

operator,  though  lo<^ung  out  for  some-  came  muco.purulent.     His   urine  never 

tbiug  to  "do"  in  London,  have  declined  it.  "tops  suddenly,  nor  does  jumping  increase 

mi.-  «      •            ^1                              r  his  pain.      Leeches  were  repeatedly  ap. 

This  business  rather  surprises  us;  for  we  p^J^  coptah^,  nitric  ether,  wd  iku^. 

remember  Dr.  Elliotson,  in  his  opening  num,  were  taken,  with  temporary  benefit. 

address,  session  before  last,  said  distinct-  ^  sound  was  again  passed,  and  a  smaU  ir- 

,        .^,        i.            ^    ^11 .       ^,       ,    .  regular  calculus  again  detected,  which  he 

ly,  with  reference  to  filling  the  chairs  ^£,  adriscd  to  have  removed.    Not  Uking 

in  the  Valetudinarium,— "  the  appoint-  this  idea,  he  consulted  some  other  surgeon, 

ment  to   most  of  the    medical  profes-  Jl^?^  ^^^^^J^^™  J^^  "^^  "?  stone  in  the 

,.              ,.      ^t^^i            /.  bladder.  His  sunenngs  not  being  relieved. 

sorships   implies  that  the  professor  is  he  came  back,  and  I  requested  Mr.  Luke 

qualified  to  teach  medicine  and  surgery  also  to  examine  the  bladder,  who  clearly 

practically ,— if  he  be  not,  neither  is  he  ?.«^*«i  *Jf  fjlcul"'  ?«.  the  above  sitna- 

\i^  r     %  '         r          ••           J.       1      i>  tion.  The  bladder  was  injected  With  warm 

fit  for  his  professorship,  and   he  thould  ^^ter,  the  pelvis  was  raised,  and  the  head 

he  compelled  to  vacate  ity    Whence,  depressed ;  bv  which  means  the  calculus 

then,  the  difficulty  ?  J^^JS^^^*^  P^*^'  ^'^^  Tx**  H'^K!^^!?^ 

'                     \ fundus  (the  upper  part)  of  the  bladder. 

PHRENOLOGY  AT  A  DISCOUNT.  pjggg  mdnai  the  stone,  and  the  man  waia 

At  the  late  Edinburgh  meeting  of  the  enabled  to  feel  it  himself:  still  he  would, 

British    Association,    "  some    attempts  9?  ^o  account,  submit  to  any  operation. 

were  made  to  introduce  the  question  of  5^°"*^^  '^}\  ^*?/"^^  f^'  *  ^^  ^3^* 

i>i,»>*.#ti/«n^  k.,*  «k<a  ..iK;^41».<.  «».»:  but  the  vesical  irntation  increasing,  and 

Phrenolop  but  the  subject  was  mani-  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^.        ^      .  .^  ^^  ^^.§^ 

fesdy  distasteful  to  the  majonty.    This  ^av  9th,  1M3.-Itfuih  reduced;  has 

•  As  this  ia  puling  the  prei«,  we  perceiTe  that  been  for  a  week  together  free  from  nneasi- 

bf  the  iftteet  advertisement,  the  time  of  opening  ia  ness,  when  he  passes  urine  freely,  and  then 

ottce  more  chaogcd-lt  U  now  «aW  that  the  Vale-  for  weeks  toffether  ffreatlv  distressed ;  fte- 

cudinartum  will  open  the  beginning  of  NoTem-  !,^^^^1X^^*L^1^^ ^»^XT^Z^Vl^ 

b«r  1 1  i  rttXn  gives  double  foree  to  our  preceding  q^enuy  micturates  seven  or  eight  times  in 

remarks.  the  night,  and  six  or  seven  in  we  day  ^  fre. 
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qaent  diairhcBa,  with  bloody  diicharg^y  stricture  in  the  nTethra,  for  which  instm. 

and   prolapsus  recti.      Urine  small    in  ments  were  passed,  since  which  he  has  had 

quantity,  clearer  than  before,  but  still  de-  no  inconvenience  till  lately.    Had  an  ah- 

posits  a  yellow  thready  lympho-purulent  scess  formed  to  the  right  oi  the  raphee  of 

substance.    Very  weak,  and  confined  to  the  perineum  some  months  back,  which 

bed.  broke  and  discharged  matter.     It  healed, 

September  12th,    1834. — I  have  since  and  subsequently  broke  again  towards  the 

heara  that  he  continued  to  suffer  severely  rectum,  leaving  a  fistulous  canal,  which 

up   to  the  day  of  his  death,  which  hap-  discharges  a  serous  fluid.     Has  experi- 

pened  some  months  ago.  enced  heat,  pain,  redness,  and  swelling,  in 

,_                          ,           ^  the  left  side  of  the  rectum,  the  last  few 

Remarks.— This  case  exemplifies  the  days.    Bowels  confined. 

^'*Z™^1^!!*^  ""fh^iah '"frnr"th«*''.Si^S  Hirud.  iv.  Lot  Plumb.  Pil.  Hydr.  gr.  v. 

to  themselves ;   though,  from  the  man's  ^^        ^  j^.^  ^  ^  ^      ^^  ^ » 

age,  the  irritation  of  the  rectum,  and  the  "wu  xi**ou  ^au^.  a^u^.  vu  «ac. 

diseased  condition  of  the  mucous  mem-  August  23d.  —  The  siielling  has    in- 

brane  of  the  bladder,  it  was  not  favoura-  creased.    A  distinct  abscess  has  formed  to 

ble  cither  for  lithotomy  or  lithotrity.  the  left  of  the  rectum  j  the  perineum  very 

One  of  the  surest  signs  of  stone,  inde-  tense;  rigors;  fever;  no  urine  has  been 

pendently  of  sounding— viz.  pain  on  mo-  voided  for  many  hours,  though  he  makes 

tion,  particulariy  on  jumping— was  in  this  constant  efforts;  no  perceptible  swelling  in 

instance  absent.  tJ>«  hypogastric  region :  pressure  theregives 

This  case  shews  the    impropriety  of  Pai^  5  » ^^ee  incision  gave  vent  to  much 
boldly  stating  that  a  calculus    does   not  healthy  pus,    and  afforded  much  relief, 
exist,  because  we  are  unable  to  detect  it.  Bowels  still  constipnted. 
This  man  was  at  first  very  ready  to  believe,  01.  Ricini,  ^i.    Rep.  Mist  et  Pil. 
Ijnom  the  grateful  intelligence  of  Uie  other  Aug.  24th.-Soon  after  the  operation,  he 
surgeon,  that  I  had  mistaken  his  case;  paaaed  nearly  tfcrw  pm««  of  urine,  which  has 
but  soon  found,  from  a  conUnuance  of  suf-  passed  freely  since.    Quite  easy ;   a  little 
fiering,  that  my  opinion  was  too  true.   The  pus  discharged  from  the  wound ;    slept 
situation  of  the  calculous  easily  explains  ^ell ;  less  fever.— Perstet 
how  it  might  elude  detection ;  fur  being  27th.— Wound  looks  well;  swelling  en- 
impacted  behind  the    pubes,   unless  the  tirely  subsided.     Abscess  does  not  commu- 
beak  of  the  instrument  was  much  elevaUd  nicate  with  the  gut ;   neither  does  the  fis- 
and  the  handle  depressed,  it  was  not  per-  tula,  which  I  laid  open  to-day.    * 
«eptible,  29th.— Wound  on  the  left  side  healing 

The  advantage  of  injecting  the  bladder  fast;    fistula  throughout  rather  callous; 

in  doubtful  cases,  was  very  conspicuous  bowels  open ;  fever  gone, 
here:  by  so  doing,  the  coats  of  the  bladder 

were  more  distended,  and  the  pouch  formed  (^idi                            o       j 

by  the  muscular  coat,  frequently  contract-  '   ,      ,.,       ,           i.     i  4,.    . . 

ing  upon  the  calculus,  was  drawn  out;  Sept.   lOth.- Wound  on  the  left  side 

the  stone,    therefore,    being    no    longer  quite  healed ;  the  appearance  of  the  fistula 

grasped,  was  enabled,  when  the  pelvis  was  improved.- Ren.  Uuk. 

elevated  and  the  body  depressed,  to  faU  20th.— Fistula  healed  up.     Discharged, 

towards  the  fundus,  where  it  could  with  cured. 

facilitv  be  felt  and  heard  by  the  paUent  RBMABXs.—AIthough  abscesses  are  not 

himself,  who  could  therefore  no  longer  re-  unftequently  seen  in  the  perineum,  they 

main  in  doubt  about  the  nature  of  his  are  not  so  common    as  abscesses  iuxta 

complaint.             ,     ^     ^                  ,       ,  anum :  like  them,  they  are  firequentfy  at- 

The  stone  was  also  bv  this  means  placed  tended  with  pulmonaiy  disease;  but  in 

in  a  far  more  favourable  situation  to  have  this  case  nothing  of  that  kind  existed, 

been  laid  hold  of  by  the  forceps,  had  litho  Abscesses  in  the  perineum  may  occur 

tomy  been  performed ;   for  had  it  con-  either  in  the  ciroumscribed  or  diffuse  form; 

tinned  firmly  imbedded  behind  the  pubes  if  they  are  situated  tov('ards  the  raphee  of 

it  would  have  been  very  difficult  to  remove,  the  perineum,  or  are  exceedingly  large, 

Another  case  of  stone  in  the  bladder  they  may  press  upon  the  urethra,  and  im- 

presented  itself  to  my  notice  during  the  pede  the  passage  of  urine ;  may  even,  as 

period  these  reports  embrace.    It  also  oc-  here,   produce   complete    retention.      In 

curred  in  a  man  who  declined  submitting  general,  however,  though  with  pain  and 

to  any  operation,  as  his  sufferings  were  bv  difficulty,  some,  and  perhaps  the  greater 

no  means  great,  and  his  age  far  advanced,  part,  of  the  urine,  is  voided.    It  would  be 

difficult  to  select  a  case  which  more  forci- 

Casb  IL^Retentum  of  Uring,  from  Abteeu  bjy   iHastrates  the  well-known  surgical 

juita  Anum,  axiom—*'  Remove  the  cause,  and  the  effects 

Thomas  Oreenaway,  st.  40,  admitted  will  frequently  soon  be  removed  also  ;*'— 

August  16th ;  many  years  the  sulyject  of  for  no  sooner  was  the  pus,  which  preeied 
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upon  the  urethra,  CFacuated,  than  the  con-  the   bladder;   I  racoeeded,  howerer,  in 

tenU  of  the  bladder,  amounting  altogether  getting  it  out  with  my  pocket  forceps  and 

to  three  pinti,  were  with  facilitv  voided,  probe,  but  not  without  difficulty,  nor  till 

This  abscess  was  very  laige,  for  it  extend,  after  several  unsuccessful  efforts, 
ed  from  the  perineum  to  the  verge  of  the        May  25th,  1833.— She  called  upon  me 

anus ;  but  as  the  matter  was  not  retained  to-dav,  in  perfect  health.  The  catheter  was 

long  enough  to  injnie  the  coats  of  the  rec-  introduced  for  her  night  and  morain^  for 

turn,  it  readily,  h^ed.  some  time ;  but  as  the  retention  seemed 

^        »,r      n  j-ir  '     3    '      rr.  evidently  connected  with  utero-gestation. 

Case  Ill.-R«<«twm  of  Unnedurwg  r/tero-  ^^^  was  instructed  to  introduce  it  herself. 

geaatuni^Parttal  PerUonitul^Uystena^  gj^^  ^^  admitted  on  the  books  c»f  the 

Catheter  dipped  into  the  Bladder.  Maternity    Charity,    under    Dr.    F.     H. 

Louisa  Levi,  sBt  29,  admitted  October  Ramsbotham ;  haa  another  attack,  appa- 

Idth,   1832,  under  Dr.  Frampton.    Has  rently,  of  peritonits;  wasbledandleeelied 

been  pregnant  three  months :  difficult  mic-  freely,  with  relief.      She  continued    the 

turition    and    stillicidium    urinsB    three  catheter,  except  now  and  then,  when  she, 

weeks,  which  she  attributes  to  prolapsus  with  much  straining,  passed  a  little  urine 

uteri,  her  womb  always  coming  down  when  by  the  natural  powers,  until  three  weeks 

she  sits  up,  and  which  she  has  a  difficulty  ago,  when  she  was  put  to  bed  (the  labour 

in  returning;  has  passed  her  urine  only  in  was  lingering,  but  otherwise  natural), alter 

drops  the  last  few  days ;  constant  fruitless  which  she  had  no  farther  occasion  for  it. 
efforts  to  micturate ;  abdomen  distended  at        RsMAaKS. — My  chief  object  in  narrat- 

the  lower  part — ^hard  and  tender  to  the  Sng  this  case  is  to  put  on  record,  in  this 

touch ;  sickness ;  compressed  pulse ;  fever,  journal,  a  third  instance  of  a  catheter  ac- 

Upon  examination  per  vaginam,  the  ute-  cidentally  slipping  into  the  bladder.     In 

rus  is  now  in  situ.     A  catheter  was  intro-  Mr.  Toogooa*s  cases,  the  instrument  ap- 

duced,  and  three  pints  of  highly-offensive  pears  to  have  gone  farther  into  that  viscus 

urine  was  withdrawn ;   she  went  imme-  than  in  mine,  and  was  allowed  to  remain 

diately  into  hysterics,  and  these  were  fol-  several  days  there;    in  one  case  it 


lowed' by  syncope,  upon  recovering  from  found  lying  across  the  bladder;  in  both 

which  she  suffered  agoniziiur  pain  upon  the  urethra  was  dilated  by  sponge,  and  in 

the  least  motion,  or  any  kind  of  pressure  that  way  the  catheter  was  extracted :  in 

upon  the  abdomen.  one,  incontinence  of  urine,  of  short  dura- 

V.S.  ad.  ^xvi. ;  Hirud.  x.;   e  fotu  abdo-  tion  however,  followed.    In  my  case  I  was 

mini;  Hydr.  Subm.  ^r.  v.;^  Opii,  gr.  fortunately   able  to   reach    the  catheter 

i.  statim ;  dimid.  tertia  quaque  hori.  (a  tkort  tliding  one)  with  my  forceps,  and 

Oct  19th.— Blood  not  bufliy ;  rather  less  to  extract  it  almost  immediately  after  the 

pain;  abdominal. respiration  free;   some  accident. 

sickness;  no  sleep;  several  motions;  pulse  Should  such  an  accident  occur  to  me 

feeble,  120 ;  tongue  pale ;  frequent  hyste-  again,  which  I  do  not  think  it  will,  as 

rics.    Urine  drawn  off  night  and  morning,  I  nave  since  attached  a  strine  to  the  wings 

when  she  always  goes  into  hysterics,  and  of  the  catheter,  I  should  prefer  trying  first 

subsequently  faints;   bears  pressure  upon  of  all  a  thin  pair  of  long  narrow  forceps; 

the  abdomen  better,  but  is  sUll  tender.  and  if  these  failed,  the  urethral  dilator  in 

Rep.  Hirud.    Mist  Sal.  c.  Tr.  Vale-  preference  to  sponge. 

rian»,  3ss.  ter  die;    Pulv.  Dov.  gr.  x.  This  case  appears  to  me  to  be  farther 

Hydr.  Submur.  gr.  i.  o.  n.  interesting,  as  it  illustrates  the  difficaltj, 

Oct  22d.-Complains  of  constant  ex-  »?nietimes,  I  believe,  felt  even  by  tape- 

eruciating  pain  i/the  abdomen.      She  l^!^^^  ^^^^^l^h^^J^^f^ 

flinches  when  pressure  is  made  upon  the  ^^7^^^  pentoneal  mflammation  and  hys- 

belly,  and  her  attention  drawn  ofl^;  abdo-  ^"J^^ink,  as  there  was  pain,  increased 

minal  respiration  free;   countenance  wan  „  *      *"'  tl   o«i   tw   Cw  #fcr^-^ 

and  pale;*^  urine  still  retained- about  a  X,^.^«.7Zt?nn^«  J^J^^       Sfv^ 

^'  4.  "^.^...J..  ^a  «.:»!.*  M..J  •«.rv*«:«,».  <■•«  man's  attention  was  drawn  off,  ncxness 

P.  P.   3j.    statim:    Mist    Camph.  c.  lapse,  which  yielded  to  antiphlogisUc  treat. 

Spirit  iEther  Sulph.  ter  die.  m^nt ;  but  as  respiration  was  still  carried 

25th. — Uterus  dilating— parts  lax;  more  on  by  the  abdominal  muscles,  as  bleeding 

pain  in  the  abdomen  and  back ;  frequently  did  not  much  relieve  her,  as  the  blood  was 

sick;   ammoniacal  urine  copiously  secre-  neither  cupped  nor  buffed,  as  antispas- 

ted,  still  retained  in  the  bladder;  bowels  modics  were  not  injurious,  and  as  she 

open;  no  fever;  pulse  not  much  above 70.  had    well-marked    hysterical   attacks,   I 

In  introducing  the  catheter  to-day,  1  was  would  ascribe  a  great  part  of  the  pain, 

bit  by  a  flea,  which  caused  me  to  with>  and  some  of  the  other  symptoms,  to  the 

draw  iny  hand  before  all  the  urine  was  state  of  the  nervous  system  witnessed  in 

removed,  when  the  catheter  slipped  into  hysteria. 
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The  retention  of  "nrine  appeared  to  me  28th,  painter,  formerly  the  subject  of  co- 

to  be  owing  chiefly  to  the  pressure  of  the  Ilea  pictonum;  pale  and  emaciated;  con- 

ntenis  upon  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  as  it  fined  to  his  bed  two  lyonths  with  chronic 

did  not  cease  until  that  viscus  had  got  rid  inflammation  of  the  joints,  for  which  he 

of  its  contents,  but  partly  also  to  nervous  was-  bled ;  took  calomel,  colchicum,  &c. 

excitement  and  inflammation  about  the  with  some  relief.    On  the  26th  instant  he 

neck  of  the  bladder,  as  the  urine  was  am-  had  retention  of  urine,  (nrhich  was  drawn 

moniacal,  and  the  pain,  on  introducing  off  by  a  catheter  to  the  amount  of  up- 

the  instrument,  so  acute  as  to  lead  to  wards  of  a  quart.     He  has  made  none 

well-marked  hysterical  attacks,  and  subse-  since.    Has  much  pain  in  the  hypogas- 

quently  to  syncope.  trium,  which  is  increased  on  pressure :  the 

rr          «  bladder  can  be  distinctly  felt,  of  a  globular 

Case  TV, -^Retention  of  Unne^ParalysU  of  form.     On  tapping  the  abdomen,  in  the 

the  hnpor  oxtremities,  cured  by  blistering  and  course  of  the  descending  colon,  a  tympa- 

mtmaud  tinetwt  of  iron.  niUc  sound  is  eUcited.    Catheter  No.  9 

Moses  Levi,  »t.  52,  admitted  Januaiy  passed  with    tolerable   facility  into  the 

27th,  had  a  fright  four  months  ago;  im-  bladder,  when  a  quart  of  high-coloured 

mediately  after  which  he  lost  all  power  of  offensive  urine  was  withdrawn. 

motion,  but  not  sensation,  in  his  lower  r»i  n;^i«{  zi  .♦«♦;«,  i?»«»..  t^.«u:»*i, 

extremUiea ;  has  been  since  unable  to  void  ^^-  ^"'^-  5'-  »**»>"»•  ^nema  Terebinth. 

any  urine.    A  silver  catheter  was  first  em-  March  29th. —  No  urine  voided;   but 

ployed,  and  now  an  elastic  one ;  both  of  little  pain ;  no  power  over  his  lower  extre. 

them  pass  with  facility;  urine  clear,  not  mities;  several  motions,  with  some  flatus; 

ammoniacal.     Can    walk    about     with  less  tympanitis;    thirst    uigent;    tongue 

cratches,  but  not  without  them.  coated,  dry,  and  red;  pulse  irritable,  120; 

Tr.  Ferri  Muriat  m.  x.  ter  die.  "J^in  l^ot-    Catheter  passed  with  some  dif- 

ficultv,  which  appeared  to  arise  from  a 

February    3d. —  Feels    stronger.     Has  flacci'd  state  of  the  membranous  portion  of 

passed  urine  for  the  first  time  this  mom-  the  urethra.    A  pint  of  high-coloured  of- 

ing    without    the     instrument      Much  fensive  urine  was  withdrawn ;  the  bladder 

pniged.  <^as    subsequently   injected   with    wanr 

Vesic.  Lumbis.Quin.  Snlph.  gr.  i.  ter  die.  water. 

6th.— Has  so  completely  regained  the  ^»3;.^™- ^*^«^^3ij.;  Pulv.  Dov.  gr.  v.: 

power  of  passinff  his  urine,  that  the  ca-  ^ist.  Camph.  31.  sexUs  hons ;  Pil. 

theter  has  not  been  introduced  these  two  ^P"'  8^'*  *•  ®'  "• 

dajrs.    sail  purged.  April  1st— No  urine  voided.    Catheter 
Omittantur  Medic  has  been  daily  used,  and  the  bladder  after* 
--,«,---„           ,^             „.  wards  washed  out    Tl^^  tartarized  anti- 
March  3d.— Walks  much  stronger.  Mic-  Jg^f,^l^  ointment  has  been  applied  to  the 

turates  very  freeljr,  indeed  he  states  in  pre-  i^j„^ .  moUons  passed  involuntarily ;  ap. 

tematural  quantities.  ^^^  bnlimious ;  tongue  clean,  less  red. 

^  n  m^;n^"'  ^^^'  "*  ^^''''   ^'  ""'  R^p.  Mist  et  Pil. 

n.  maneqne.  '^ 

20th.— Can  walk    with  a  stick    only.  2d.— Weaker;  hectic;  tongue  aphthous  5 

Still  discharges,  according  to  his  own  ac-  motions  passed  involuntarily,  as  also  a  pint 

count,  large  quantities  of  urine,  especially  of  ammoniacal  urine,  tinged  highly  with 

at  night— Rep.  Pil.  blood,   and  loaded  with   mucus;    pulse 

SOth. — ^The  quantity  of  urine  has  dimi-  quick, 

nished,  and  is  now  not  greater  than  na-  4th.— No  urine  passed  yesterday;  Jviij. 

tuial.    Dischaiwpd  cured.  involuntarily  to-day;  two  motions  passed 

Remarks.— This  case  possesses  interest  in  the  same  manner;    bladder  notwith- 

from  the  suddenness  of  the  attack,  from  standing  distended  with  water,  which  was 

the  paralysis  having  arisen  from  fright,  removea  bv  the  catheter, 

and  from  its  successful  issue.  6th.— Much  weaker ;  a  constant  cough ; 

From  the  beneficial  effects  of  iron,  and  respiratory  murmur  loud  throughout  the 

the  application  of  a  blister  to  the  loins,  anterior  part  of  the  chest;  two  motions 

the  paralysis  would  seem  to  have  been  passed  involuntarily,  as  well  as  a  little 

owing  to  debility  rather  than  to  conges,  high-coloured  urine,  which  is,  however, 

tton  or  disorganization  of  the  medulla  less  ammoniacal,  and  not  so  deeply  tinged 

spinalis.  ^^^  blood;  catheter  introduced;  a  pint 

of  urine  wiUidrawn ;  bladder  subsequently 

Case  V. — Betmtion  of  Urine^Pandyna  of  injected  with  warm  water,  which  brought 

thit  Lower  Extremities -^BttmoUiuemeHt  of  away  a  few  flakes  of  lymph,  or  mucus. 

the  Medulla  Spinalis-^Cystitis — Phthisis  of  6th.— Breathing  became  laborious.    He 

the  right  hung,  died  this  day;  just  previously  (his  wife 

John  M<I>onald,  sst  32,  admitted  March  states)  he  drew  up  his  legs. 
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citing  muscular  action,  there  is  no  rea-  of  the  fiflh  in  this  animal  terminate  in 

son  why  others  given  by  it  to  the  mus-  the    muscles    of  the    upper    lip,    and 

cular  structure  of  the  lower  lip,  afler  it  others  from  the  third  in  tne  lower.    It 

has  emerged  from  the  foramen  near  the  is  very  difficult  to  trace  the  branches  of 

chin,   may  not   perform  similar  func-  the  hard  portion  throughout  the  lip«, 

tions ;  and  if  it  nave  this  power  in  the  so  as  to  determine  wheUier  the  whole 

lower  lip,  why  should  not  branches  of  of    these     parts    is    supplied    by    its 

the  infra-orbital  nerve,  terminating  in  branches, 
the  upper-lip,  have  the  same  ?  In  the  calf,  the  branch  of  the  third 

Although  experimenters  have  decided  trunk  of  the  fifth  passing  behind  the 

that  the   infra-K)rbital  nerve  has  only  condyle  of  the  lower  jaw,  before  its 

sensiferous  faculties,  as  well  as  the  ter-  junction  with  the  hard  portion^  gives  off 

mination  of  the  inferior  maxillary  in  the  a  branch,  which  is  joined  by  one  from 

lower-lip,  yet  if  branches  of  a  nerve  be  this  nerve,  and  is  then  distributed  to  the 

found  terminating  in  muscle,  it  may  be  lerator    muscle    of  the   angle  of  the 

reasonably  concluded    that   they  exist  mouth  ;    the    remaining   part    of  the 

for  exciting  and  controling   the  con-  branches    given    off  from   this   nerve 

tractile  fibres ;    and   if  the  muscle  be  pass  to  the  cutaneous  muscle  and  skin, 
complicated  as  those  of  the  lips,  and  re-        When  the  distribution  of  the  nerves 

ceives  two  nerves,  there  seems  to  be  no  of  the  face  in  the  sheep  is  considered,  it 

reason  why  it  may  not  be  excited  by  must  be  concluded  that  the  fifUi  and  the 

each   of  them    for  any  particular  oc-  hard  portion  of  the  mouth  are  conneci- 

casion.  ed  merely  for  sympathy,  as  the  comma- 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  digastric  nicationa  between  the  two  are  so  slight; 

muscle  is  supplied  by  two  nerves  in  and  it  may  be  here  remarked,  that  the 

the  same  manner  as  the  lips.     In  it  the  union  of  tne  fifth  and  serenth  will  not 

two  different  muscular  parts  are  seen  anatomically  bear  a   comparison  with 

receiving  different  nerves.     In  the  lips  that  of  the  anterior  and  posterior  bundle 

the  destination  of  the  different  nerves  of  each  spinal  nerve, 
cannot  be  so  precisely  determined,  but        The  nerve  of  the  fifUi,  passing  from 

their  entire  separation  in  this  muscle  al-  behind  the  condyle  of  the  lower  jaw  in 

lows  us  to  conclude  with  certainty  that  the  horse  and  ass,  has  been  coi^jectured 

more  of  the  branches  of  the  fiflh  have  to  be  a  nerve  of  sensation,  and  impart- 

the  power  of  exciting  muscular  action  ing  this  quality  to  the  hard  portion. 

than  is  generally  allowed,  and  also  that  Experiments  hare  been  made  to  prove 

the  two  portions  of  this  muscle  have  to  that  it  is  so,  but  have  not  done  it  satis- 

perform  separate  functions,  and  that  it  is  factorily.    This  nerve  in  the  sheep  is 

employed  m  a  similar  capacity  to  those  distributed  almost  entirely  on  muscles, 

of  the  lips.  as  previously  stated.    It  may,  therefore, 

In  the  sheep  there  is  a  very  slight  be  maintained,  that  it  has  motiferous 
communication  between  the  fiflh  and  the  power  in  this  instance  ;  and  if  it  pro- 
hard  portion  of  the  seventh;  so  that  duce  sensation  altogether  in  man  and 
each  nerve  passes  almost  altogether  se-  some  animals,  it  shows,  at  least,  that 
parate  to  its  destination.  In  the  horse  the  same  nerve  in  different  animals 
the  branch  of  the  third  trunk  of  the  fifth  has  different  functions, 
passing  behind  the  condyle  of  the  lower  It  has  been  supposed  that  a  sensife- 
jaw,and  corresponding  with  that  giving  reus  nerve  is  required  for  the  functions 
off  the  superficial  temporal  in  man,  is  of  the  muscles ;  this,  however,  need  uot 
very  lar^,  and  becomes  ultimately  be  separated  from  the  motiferous.  But 
united  with  the  hard  portion ;  it  is  if  a  similar  branch  of  the  fiflh  promote 
much  less  in  the  calf,  and  becomes  muscular  functions  in  one  animal,  and 
also  united  with  the  bard  portion ;  but  sensitive  in  another,  there  may  be  some 
in  the  sheep,  the  communication,  when  difference  either  at  the  origin  of  the 
it  exists,  is  very  slight,  and  by  a  mere  nerve,  or  some  different  connexion  in 
filament.  Now  this  oranch  of  the  fiflh  different  animals.  The  ninth  alone  is 
in  the  sheep  is  distributed  almost  en-  sufficient  for  the  functions  of  some  mos- 
tirely  on  the  levator  muscle  of  the  an-  cles,  and  therefore  the  branches  of  tke 
gle  of  the  mouth  and  the  cutaneous  cervical  nerves  cannot  be  ioined  to  its 
muscle  of  the  face,  but  the  levator  also  descending  branch  for  merely  promoting 
receives  filaments  from  the  hard  por-  muscular  functions, 
tion.    Branches  from  the  second  trunk        In  the  calf,  the  cutaneous  muscle  and 
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skin  above  the  eye-lid,  on  the  forehead,  branches  have  others  besides  motiferous 
and  the  anterior  part  of  the  nose,  are  properties,  viz.  in  giving  sensation  to 
supplied  bj  the  supra-orbital  nerve,  the  the  bones  and  joints,  and  connecting 
branches  of  which  communicate  w'ith  these  with  the  system  generally, 
the  hard  portion.  Lower  down  on  the  It  may  be  a  question  whether  the  cu- 
nose  they  are  supplied  by  branches  of  taneous  muscle,  in  animals,  performs 
the  infra-orbital  nerve  turned  upwards;  altogether  voluntary  functions;  or  whe- 
but  these  have  not  communicated  with  ther  the  close  connexion  of  its  nerves 
the  hard  portion  before  they  are  given  with  the  sentient  properties  of  the  skin 
to  the  cutaneous  muscle.  It  appears,  communicates  these  motiferous  powers, 
therefore,  that  part  of  this  muscle  is  making  the  contractions  rather  involun- 
supplied  by  the  hard  portion,  and  part  tarjthanvoluntaiT,inthesamewayasthe 
by  the  branches  of  the  fifth  ;  but  in  all  irritated  nerves  of  the  extremity  of  the 
the  rest  of  the  body,  the  cutaneous  mus-  foot  in  animals  make  the  muscles  of  the 
cle  is  almost  entirely  supplied  by  the  limb  contract.  The  sentient  extremity 
spinal  nerves.  The  spinal  nerves  in  of  the  nerve  may  convey  the  irritation 
man  terminate  at  last  altogether  on  the  to  the  brain,  and  the  muscle  be  then 
skin,  as  the  cutaneous  muscle  does  not  excited  by  the  will.  This  complex 
exist  except  in  the  neck ;  but  in  animals  movement  appears  generally  to  be  hardly 
they  furnish  the  cutaneous  muscle,  as  necessary,  but  only  on  more  urgent  oc- 
well  as  the  skin;  and  branches  of  the  casions.  as  after  coming  out  of  the  water, 
first  trunk  of  the  fifth  terminate  in  the  when  the  animal  can  put.the  whole  cu- 
occipito-frontal  muscle  and  skin,  whilst  taneous  muscle  in  action  at  the  same 
the  extreme  branches  of  the  second  moment.  It  is  not  difficult  to  conclude 
trunk  terminate  on  the  skin,  no  cuta-  that  the  nerve  supplying  the  cutaneous 
neous  muscle  existing  in  the  face,  as  in  muscle  and  skin,  on  being  irritated, 
animals.  Thus  the  functions  of  the  may  produce  action  like  that  of  the  sen- 
first  trunk  of  the  fifth  in  man  are  sitive  plant,  and  contract  in  a  similar 
brought  to  resemble  those  of  the  spinal  manner.  The  bladder  contracts  on  the 
nerves,  by  terminating  on  both  cuta-  application  of  cold  to  the  skin, 
neous  muscle  and  skin,  as  in  animals;  Wormsandinsectshave  nerves  for  mo- 
whilst  those  of  the  second  trunk  corre-  tion  as  well  as  sensation ;  and  although 
spend  with  the  terminations  of  the  spi-  these  qualities  maybe  modified,  as  com- 
nal  nerves  in  man,  as  there  is  an  absence  pared  with  more  perfect  animals,  there 
of  the  cutaneous  muscle  in  the  face.  is  good  reason  for  presuming  that  their 

In  animals  the  cutaneous  muscle  is  nerves  may  perform  both  these  functions, 

supplied  with  branches,  after  the  nerves  In  the  centipede  the  brain  has  two  lobes, 

have  pierced   the  several   muscles,  for  clearly  defrned  and  different  from  the 

terminating  in  the  skin  in  man.    Are  ganglia;  the  nervous  cord  is  very  large, 

we  therefore  to  suppose  that  in  animals  and   in  its  centre  a  fine  white  thread 

the  nerves  are  different  from  those  in  passes  down,  first  through  each  portion 

man,  or  that  they  are  the  same,  the  of  this  prolongation,    and  then  round 

functions  of  the  skin  requiring  nerves  each  ganglion,  so  as  to  be  distinct  from 

of    similar  qualities    to    those  of  the  the  oUier  parts.    Whether  this  arrange- 

muscles  ?  ment  be  for  separating  the  nerves  of  sen- 

If  the  nerves  of  sensation  and  motion  sation  and  those  of^  motion,  may  be 

are  Jiot  mixed  toother  for  their  mutual  worth  consideration, 

co-operation,  it  la  difficult  to  conceive  I  cannot  believe  that  a  great  many  of 

why  they  are  so  connected.     If  the  mo-  the  lower  animals  are  devoid  of  sensa- 

tiferous  portion  be  entirely  for  the  mus-  tion  ;  neither  that  muscles  can  perform 

cles,  and  the  sensiferous  for  the  skin,  voluntary  motion  without   a  brain   or 

why  are  they  united  ?     It  seems  that  nervous  centre.      I  can  conceive  that 

they  require  mutual  co-operation,  and  some  of  the  lowest  animals  may  possess 

pernaps  the  skin  has  an  equal  share  of  sensitive  qualities,  and  a  capability  for 

this  with  the  muscles ;  for  when  a  nerve  contraction,  like  the  sensitive  plant.     It 

has  left  the  branches  destined  for  the  would  not,  perhaps,  be  necessary,  in  this 

skin,  and  appears  to  be  passing  entirely  instance,  that  there  should  be  distinct 

to  muscles,  some  of  its  filaments  will  be  nerves,  but  whether  there  must  be  ner- 

sent  from  this  apparently  muscular  ter-  vous  matter  conjoined  with  the  muscle 

mination  to  the  periosteum  and  bone,  or  or  contractile  membrane,  or  in  what  pro- 

to  the  joints,  a  plain  proof  that  those  portion,  it  is  impossible  to  determine. 
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skin.  This  being  the  case,  on  the  94th  of 
December  I  rubbed  the  suiface  of  the  knee 
with  camphorated  spirits  of  wine,  so  as  to 
make  it  quite  red,  and  then  applied  the 
ointment  very  thickly  spread  on  lint;  the 
consequence  of  this  irritation  was  a  spasm 
which  lasted  without  intermission  thirteen 
hours  and  three  quarters,  when  it  suddenly 
subsided,  and  left  her  quite  exhausted; 
but  being  free  trou^  pain,  she  slept  for 
several  hours. 

The  effect  of  the  ointment  was  extremely 
violent ;  it  blistered  the  surface  to  the  ex- 
tent  of  it<i  application,  and  also  produced 
copious  salivation.  The  spasms  continued 
to  recur  as  usual  for  two  or  three  days, 
and  then  began  sensibly  to  lessen  both  in 
frequency  and  severity ;  and  on  the  1st  of 
January  she  had  no  spasm  at  all,  which 
was  the  first  day  she  had  been  entirely  fVee 
from  them  for  nearly  three  years :  the  ach- 
ing  pain  still  continued,  but  was  very  con- 
siderably diminished  in  violence.  She 
continued  free  fVom  any  recurrence  of 
spasms  until  the  14th  of  January,  when 
one  or  two  were  produced  by  some  acci- 
dental movement  of  the  limb,  the  effect  of 
the  ointment  having  at  this  time  entirely 
subsided,  the  surface  of  the  knee  being 
perfectly  healed. 

The  ointment  was  immediately  reap- 
plied,  and  renewed  as  frequently  as  would 
keep  up  some  degree  of  soreness,  of  the 
skin,  but  not  carried  to  the  extent  of  pro- 
ducing the  slightest  constitutional  in- 
fluence; and  it  was  found  necessary  to 
continue  the  application  for  a  considerable 
time,  to  wear  out  the  morbid  disposition 
which  disease  of  so  long  continuance  must 
necessarily  have  induced. 

On  the  21st  of  January  she  left  the 
conch,  and  shortly  afterwards  the  room  in 
which  she  had  been  so  long  a  prisoner. 
She  then  gradually  acquired  strength,  and 
was  soon  able  to  walk  on  the  limb,  with 
the  aid  of  crotches  *. 

_.  _     _  »  . 

LITERARY  INTELLIGENCE. 

A  Treatise  on  Insanity,  and  other  Dis- 
orders  of  the  Mind;  accompanied  with 
numerous  Cases  exemplifying  various  de- 
Bcriptions  of  Madness,  oy  S.  C.  Prichaid, 
M.D.,  F.R.S.,  Physician  to  the  Infirmary, 
and  to  St.  Peter's  Hospital,  Bristol,  is  in 
the  press. 

In  the  press,  a  Dictionary  of  Terms  used 
in  Medicine  and  the  collateral  Sciences ; 
containing  the  Etymology  and  Meaning, 
Nomenclatures,  Classifications  of  Noso- 
logy, Materia  Medica,  &c..  Tabular 
Sketches  of  Chemistry,  Medical  Botany, 
and  Zoology.  By  Richard  D.  Hoblyn, 
A.M.,  late  of  Baliol  College,  Oxford. 

•  From  Catei  of  Tic  Douloureus,  and  other 
Form*  of  Neanl^a.    By  John  Scott,  Eaq.   (Just 
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Wind  variable,  N.  prevailing. 
Except  the  19tb,  SOth,  and  23d,  generally  cloudyi 
a  little  rain  on  the  18th,  not  measurable. 

Charles  Henry  Adams. 


OUR  NEW  VOLUME. 

We  have  made  arrangements  for  the  en- 
sning  volume,  which  we  think  will  prove 
satisfactory  to  onr  readers,  and  add  to  the 
increasing  circulation  which  the  journal 
enjoys.  Next  nnmher  (which  is  the  first  of 
a  new  volume)  will  contain  the  commence- 
ment of  a  course  of  lectures  on  Diseases  of 
the  Chest,  and  the  application  of  the  Ste- 
thoscope to  Diagnosis,  hy  Dr.  Davles,  of 
the  London  Hospital,  who  is  well  known 
to  have  devoted  much  and  successful  at- 
tention to  these  subjects,  and  who  has 
been  good  enough  to  correct  the  lectures, 
with  a  view  to  their  publication  in  this 
journal.  Also,  a  lecture  by  Sir  Benjamin 
Brodie,  on  Encysted  Tumors,  being  the 
first  of  numerous  clinical  papers  by  dis. 
tinguished  practitioners,  which  will  appear 
during  the  season.  A  Case  of  Aneurism, 
in  which  the  Aorta  was  tied ;  with  an  En- 
graving. Report  from  the  Glasgow  Infir- 
mary,  on  Melanosis  and  Ossification  of  the 
Eye^  from  the  clinic  of  Dr.  Mackenzie, 
also  with  an  Engraving; — together  with 
numerous  other  articles  of  interest. 

W.Wii.80ir,  Printer,  (»7,Sklnner-8trtet,  Loudon, 
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A. 


Abdomkv,  foetal.  Dr.  F.  H.  RamBbotham  on 
ascites  and  tympanites  of  the,  as  a  cause 
of  difficult  labour,  196. 

Absorption,  venous,  translation  by  Dr.  Al- 
dis  of  some  observations  by  Dr.  Lucbt- 
mans  on  this  subject,  169. 

Absorbent  system,  Mr.  Swan  on  prepara- 
tions of  the,  418. 

Abflcess,  case  of,  cansed  by  a  canine  tooth 
lodged  in  the  maiillary  sinus,  cured  by  its 
removal,  304. 

■■  extensive  stmmous,  of  the  abdo- 

minal parietes,  Mr.  Robinson  on  a  case 
of,  365. 

»  '  ■  ■  mammary,  Mr.  Robinson  on  the 


treatment  of,  535. 

lumbar,  Mr.  Robinson  on  a  case 


of,  with  slight  curvature  of  the  spine,  re- 
covered from,  795. 
Acid,  snlphttri6,  clinique  by  M.  Louis  on  a 
case  of  poisoning  by,  30. 

■  arsenious.  Dr.  Booth  on  a  case  of  poi- 
soning by,  with  dissection  and  remarks,  62. 

■  nitric.  Dr.  Wilson  on  a  case  of  poi- 
soning by,  488. 

■  salphoric.  Dr.  Wilson  on  a  case  of 
poisoning  by,  489. 

Acupuncture,  account  by  Mr.  Leach  of  a 

case  of  dropsy  cured  by,  829. 
Adams,  Mr.  account  by,  of  a  case  of  tetanus 

successfully  treated,  813. 
Aldis's,  Dr.  translation  of  Dr.  Luchtmans' 

observatioos  on  die  question  of  venous 

absorption,  169. 
Allnatt,  Dr.  on  the  oxygenation  of  the  foetal 

blood,  529,  849. 
Anmesia,  case  of,  cured  by  local  depletion, 

831. 
Amputations,  clinical  lecture  on,  delivered 

at  the  Middlesex  Hospital,  by  Sir  C.  Bell, 

I8t. 
Anchylosis,  observations  on,  by  Mr.  Mayo,  7  9. 
Aneurism,  popliteal,  Mr.  Robinson  on  a  case 

of,  cured  by  pressure,  460 ;  diffuse  femo- 

nd,  461 ;  of  the  abdominal  aoru,  commu- 


nicating by  two  openings  with  the  inferior 
cava,  ^2  ;  remarks  on  the  cases,  463. 

Animalcules,  Mr.  Pritchard's  natural  history 
of,  reviewed,  143. 

Annales  d*Hygi^ne  publique,  the  number  of 
the,  for  April,  reviewed,  212. 

Answer,  the,  of  the  surgeons  of  the  Bath 
United  Hospital  to  the  surgeons  of  the 
Bristol  Infirmaiy,  459. 

Anus,  artificial,  Mr.  Robinson  on  a  case  of, 
succeeding  to  the  opening  of  an  abscess  in 
the  abdominal  parietes,  859. 

Aorta,  abdominal,  ligature  of  the,  by  Dr. 
Murray,  in  a  case  of  aneurism  of  the  right 
external  iliac  artery,  68. 

'  Mr.  Crookes  on  a  case  in  which  tho 

bursting  of  an  aneurism  of  the,  was  sur- 
vived for  some  hours,  with  the  post- 
mortem appearances,  and  remarks  on  the 
cause  of  death,  413. 

Amott,  Mr.  clinical  observations  by,  deli- 
vered at  the  Middlesex  Hospital :— On 
malignant  disease  of  the  humerus— •ampu- 
tation at  the  shoulder-joint,  73  ;  on  loose 
cartilages  in  the  knee-joint,  and  chronic 
abscess  of  the  shaft  of  the  femur,  155; 
on  erysipelas,  218 ;  on  lacerated  perineum 
— re-union  by  the  quilled  suture,  327 ; 
operation  for  femoral  hernia-- peritonitis 
—utility  of  large  doses  of  opium,  331* 

Amott,  Dr.  extracts  from  the  evidence  of, 
before  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  918. 

Arrowsmith,  Dr.  cases  of  partial  peritonitis 
related  by,  with  remarks,  87,  120;  re- 
marks by,  on  a  case  of  coma  from  jaun- 
dice, 121 ;  on  a  case  of  tremblement  me- 
tallique,  124;  on  a  case  of  sujferfoeta- 
tion  (?)  in  the  sheep,  5l7 ;  on  malforma- 
tion of  the  great  arteries  of  the  heart,  704  ; 
account  by,  of  Professor  Bering's  experi- 
ments on  the  relation  which  subsists  be- 
tween the  number  of  the  pulse  and  the 
velocity  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood, 
745. 

Arsenic,  Mr.  Murray's  observations  on,  and 
the  readiest  means  of  detecting  it  as  a 
poison,  415. 
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ArBenic,  Dr.  Perrine  on  the  supposed  effi-  BellingorPs,  Dr.  and  Sir  C.  Bell's  writines 

oacy  of  Peruvian  bark  as  an  antidote  to«  and  opinions  on  the  functions  of  the  fiuh 

687.  and  seventh  pairs  of  cerebral  nerves,  Dr. 

. Mr.  Uoulton  on  the  morbid  ap-  Negri  on  the  comparative  merits  of»  749. 

pearances  from  poisoning  by»  712.  784,  845,  881,  91S. 

Artery,  common  iliac,  Mr.  Guthrie  on  a  case  Bennett,    Mr.    the    gold    honorary  medal 


awarded  to,  by  the  Council  of  the  College 
of  Surgeons,  for  his  discoveries  in  animal 
physifuo^f   &c.  736 ;   extracts  from    a 
journal  of  natural  history  kept  by,  during 
a  voyage  from   England  to  New  South 
Wales,  &c.  777,  851,  874,  903. 
Bickersteth,  Mr.  on  a  case  in  which  trans- 
fusion was  successfully  performed,  599. 
Birmingham  verms  Bristol,  295. 
— — ~  counter-memorial,  480. 
^^— — *—  original  memorial,  copy  of  the, 
486. 
paUiology,  and' treatment  of,   reviewed,    Births,  plural.  Dr.  F.H.Ramsbothamon,899. 
101.  Bismuth,  oxide  of.  Six  George  Smith  Gibbes 

Astragalus,  Mr.  Phillips  <m  dislocation  of       on  the  use  of,  in  pulmonary  complaints, 

the,  596.  567.  640. 

Association,  medical,  notice  of  the  formation    Bishop,  Mr.  on  the  physiology  of  the  voic0» 
of  a,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  ef-        with  remarks  on  Mr.  Richmond's  moaical 
feet  the  benevolent  principle  of  self-sup-        performance,  532. 
porting  dispensaries,  160.  Black,  Dr.  on  the  comparative  probability  of 


of  malignant  tumor,  simulating  an  aneu- 
rism, in  which  he  placed  a  ligature  on  the, 
590. 

— subclavian,  case  of  ligature  of  the, 

below  the  clavicle,  735. 

Arteries,  femoral,  wound  of  both,  without 
hemorrhage,  400. 

M.  Trier  on  the  torsion  of,  instead 

of  ligature,  864. 

Ascites,  Mr.  Robinson  on  a  case  of,  after 
parturition,  364. 

Asphyxia,  Dr.  Kay's  work  on  the  physiology, 


provincial  medical  and  surgi- 


cal, vol.  ii.  of  the  transactions  of  the,  re 

viewed,  355,  450,  568 ;   account  of  the 

proceedings  of  the,  on  the  days  of  meet-    Bladder,  Mr.  Toogood  on  a  case  in  which 


life  among  the  male  population  of  England 
and  Wales,  and  the  medibal  practitioners 
of  Germany  and  North  America,  347i 


ing,  543 ;  annual  meeting  of  the,  at  Bir- 
mingham, 623. 

Association,  Britbh,  account  of  the  proceed- 
ings  of  the,  at  the  meeting  at  Edmburgh, 
894. 

Autopsy,  an,  by  steam,  824* 


female  catheter  accidentally  slipped  into 
the,  639. 

clinical  observations  by  Mr.  Casar 


Hawkins,  on  cases  of  stone  in  the,  824i. 

case  of  rupture  of  the,  not  imme- 


diately mortal,  831. 

Dr.  F.  H.  Ramsbotham  on  rnptare 


of  the,  841. 
Blackwall,  Mr.  on  the  habits  of  the  spider« 

832. 

Blane,  Sir  Gilbert,   announcement  of  the 

,    .  death  of,  459;  biographical  sketch  of,  483. 

nique,  dunng  the  wmter  of  1833-34,  58  ;    Blood  and  urine,  physiological  and  practical 

a  few  words  by,  on  muscle,  nerve,  and        observations  on,  by  Dr.  George  Burrows, 


B. 


Badham,  Dr.  account  by,  of  a  Roman  cli- 


sensation,  709. 

Badeley,  Dr.  on  the  absurd  schemes  of  cer- 
tain medical  reformers,  175. 

Bailey,  Dr.  on  the  pathology  of  the  nervous 
system,  with  the  history  of  a  case  confir- 
matory of  the  accuracy  of  Sir  C.  Bell's 
doctrine,  348. 

Bardsley's,  Dr.  J.  L.  remarks  on  strychnia, 
450. 

Bark,  Peruvian,  Dr.  Perrine  on  the  supposed 
efficacy  of,  as  an  antidote  to  arsenic,  687. 

Barytes,  Dr.  Wilson  on  a  case  of  poisoning 
by,  487. 

Beaumont,  Mr.  on  a  case  of  strangulated 
hernia,  insidiously  fatal,  525. 

Beaman,  Mr.  on  the  treatment  of  cholera  by 
emetics  of  common  salt,  781. 

BeU's,  Sir  Charles,  clinical  lectures  at  the 
Middlesex  Hospital :  •—  on  amputation, 
181  s  on  diseases  of  the  hip-joint,  297 ;  on 
fracture  of  the  neck  of  the  thigh-bone,  302. 

Belladonna,  Mr.  West  on  the  efficacy  of, 
602. 


being  the  Gulstonian  lectures  for  1834, 
delivered  at  the  Royal  College  of  Physi- 
cians : — Sketch  of  the  rise  and  fall  of  the 
humoral  pathology  in  England,  502 ;  in- 
jections into  the  veins  by  Sir  Christopher 
Wren,  503  -,  Robert  Boyle*s  experiments 
on  fre8h>  drawn  blood  with  adds  and  salts, 
ib. ;  Boerhaave*s  opinions  on  the  use  of 
alkaline  and  non-purgative  4KUts,  504; 
Huxbam*s  saline  plan  of  treatment  of 
malignant  fevers,  505  ;  CuUen's  attack  on 
the  humoral  pathology  strengthened  by 
the  contemporaneous  improvements  in 
morbid  anatomy,  ib. ;  advance  of  animal 
chemistry  since  the  time  of  Cullen,  506  ; 
attention  of  the  medical  public  called  to 
the  pathology  of  the  blood,  by  the  work  (^ 
Dr.  Stevens,  507  ;  coincidence  of  the 
statements  of  Boyle,  Fracassati,  Huxham, 
Haller,  Pringle,  and  Hewson,  with  the 
opinions  of  Dr.  Stevens,  ib. ;  action  of 
mineral  and  vegetable  acids,  of  alkalies, 
alkaline,  and  neutral  salts,  on  fresh- drawn 
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Tenoiif  blood,  eihiUced  by  ezperimeat*, 
509 ;  recapitularion,  552 ;  effects  of  aJka- 
lies,  alkahne  aalta,  and  neatral  aaltB,  in 
combination  with  vegetable  adds,  on  the 
animal  economy,  553;  Sir  G.  Blane'a 
opinions  on  the  use  of  carbonate  of  potash, 
ib. ;  Front's  explanation  of  the  power  of 
alkalies  and  alkaline  salts  to  control  the 
lithic  acid  diathesis  of  the  urine,  ib. ;  ob- 
servations and  experiments  on  the  albn- 
minoQS  urine  of  dropsies,  ib. ;  albumen  in 
urine  not  always  to  be  detected  by  the  ap- 
phcation  of  a  heat  of  160^,  ib. ;  power  of 
the  alkalies  as  solvents  of  albumen  and 
other  soft  solids  of  the  body,  556 ;  their 
power  of  promoting  absoiptibn,  ib. ;  Hux- 
nam's  case  of  long-continued  use  of  car- 
bonate  of  ammonia,  ib. ;  effect  on  the 
blood,  557  ;  use  of  muriate  of  soda  in  di- 
gestion, ib. ;  Dr.  Stevens*s  opinions  on  the 
use  of  the  salts  in  the  bloody  558 ;  on  the 

E reduction  of  carbonic  acid  and  animal 
eat  in  the  capillaries,  ib. ;  the  alka- 
lescent state  of  venous  blood  favourable  to 
absorption  of  soft  solids  and  coagulable 
lymph  of  inflammation,  559 ;  on  the  power 
of  the  mineral  acids  to  coagulate  the 
blood  and  other  albuminous  fluids,  585; 
on  the  internal  use  of  mineral  acids  in 
phosphatic  diathesis  of  the  urine,  and  in 
passive  haemorrhages,  diarrhoea,  leocor- 
rhoea,  and  other  fluxes— their  mode  of  ac- 
tion, ib. ;  reasons  for  believing  that  alka- 
lies, salts,  and  adds,  taken  internally,  act 
npon  the  albuminous  parts  of  the  blood  as 
chemical  agents  out  of  the  body,  586 ;  in- 
stances of  other  remedies  nctmg  through 
the  blood,  ib. ;  iodine,  ib. ;  ingredients  of 
mineral  waters,  587 ;  mercury,  ib. :  Hun- 
ter's opinions  on  the  appearance  of  poi- 
sons in  the  blood,  ib. ;  case  of  the  efiects 
of  lead,  ib. ;  many  substances  ere  decom- 
posed by  ihe  stomach,  and  cannot  be 
found  in  the  blood  or  secretions,  588 ; 
mode  of  operation  of  minute  quantities  of 
matter  taken  into  the  system,  589;  Dr. 
Front's  theory  of  inddental  bodies  enter- 
ing into  the  products  of  organization,  ib. ; 
observations  on  Hahnemann's  homoeopa- 
thic doctrines  and  minute  doses,  ib. ;  mor- 
bid secretions  and  malignant  structures 
arise  from  an  altered  state  of  the  blood, 
633;  effects  of  natural  secretions  intro- 
duced into  the  blood,  bile,  milk,  semen, 
634;  of  morbid  secretions,  as  pus,  ib.; 
this  fluid  sometimes  arises  from  the  de- 
composition of  the  blood  itself,  635 1  ap- 
pearance of  malignant  matter  in  the  blood- 
vessels, ib. ;  two  cases  of  this  kind,  ib. ; 
tiiis  matter  is  not  absorbed,  636;  John 
Hunter's  laws  of  the  animal  economy  ap- 
plied to  their  formation,  ib. ;  Andral's 
omnions  of  primitive  diseases  of  the 
blood  advocated,  ib. ;  effects  of  the  intro- 
duction of  small  quantities  of  organic  mat- 


ter into  the  animal  economy,  ib. ;  effects 
of  the  introduction  of  an  organized  being 
among  a  whole  dass  of  oreanized  beings, 
637;  effects  of  the  introduction  of  one 
living  being  into  the  system  of  another 
living  organized  being,  ib. ;  inferences 
from  these  considerations,  fi38;  conclu- 
sion, ib. 

Blood,  foetal,  Mr.  Fhillips  on  the  oxygena- 
tion ofthe,  443,  782. 

■  ■  —  Dr.  Allnatt  on  the  oxygena- 

tion of  the,  529, 849. 

Dr.  Carson  on  a  case  of  fatal  effu- 


sion of,  into  the  pericardium,  472. 

Bloodletting,  Dr.  Osborne  on,  by  the  po/y- 
tome,  57, 

Bloxam,  Mr.  on  the  respiration  of  new-bom 
children,  135. 

Body,  foreign,  fonnd  in  the  heart  of  a  boy. 
344.  • 

Books,  analyses  and  notices  of  :~Dr.  Kay 
on  the  physiology,  pathology,  and  treat- 
ment of  asphyxia,  101 ;  Mr.  Pritchard's 
natural  history  of  animalcules,  143;  M. 
CIoqu«t*s  anatomic  descriptive,  144 ;  an- 
nales  d'hygiene  publique,  Avril  1834, 
212;  Mr.  Jobson's  outlines  of  the  ana- 
tomy and  physiology  of  the  teeth,  288 ; 
Mr.  Tuson*s  anatomy  and  surgery  of  in- 
guinal and  femoral  hernia,  290  ;  Mr. 
Dalrymple's  anatomy  of  the  human  eye, 
322  s  transactions  of  the  provindal  medi- 
cal and  surgical  association,  355,  450, 
568;  Mr.  Mayo  on  the  relation  of  the 
theory  of  morals  to  insanity,  389;  Ma- 
gendie's  precis  elementairede  physioloeie, 
421 ;  Mr.  Chitty's  treatise  on  medical 
jurisprudence,  482 ;  Mr.  Graves  and  Dr. 
Merries'  hortus  medicus,  483  ;  Dr.  Has- 
tings' illustrations  of  the  natural  history 
of  Worcestershire,  .567 ;  Mr.  Guthrie  on 
the  operation  for  the  extraction  of  cataract, 
641 ;  Mr.  Swan's  demonstration  of  the 
nerves,  720;  Mr.  Thomns's  surgical  and 
descriptive  anatomy  of  the  bones,  &c.  ib. ; 
Dr.  Maunsell's  Dublin  practice  of  mid- 
wifery, 817:  Dr.  Roupeirs  illustrations 
of  the  effects  of  poisons,  ib. 

Booth,  Dr.  on  a  case  of  poisoning  by  arse- 
nious  acid,  with  dissection  and  remarks, 
6$. 

Bostock,  Dr.  on  the  chemical  constitution  of 
bony  tumors  of  the  uterus,  326. 

Bouillaud,  M.  on  Magendie's  theory  of  the 
sounds  of  the  heart,  909. 

Bowels,  Mr,  Robinson  on  a  case  of  haemor- 
rhage from  the,  137. 

Borrett,  Dr.  account  by,  of  two  oases  of  gall- 
stone, with  observations,  199. 

Bowden,  Mr.  on  the  efficacy  of  nitrate  of 
silver,  in  fissured  nipples,  719. 

Brain,  Mr.  Stark ey  on  a  case  of  fungoid 
tumor  of  the,  474. 

Brett  and  Bird,  Messrs.  on  pink  deposits  in 
the  urine,  600,  751. 
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Breast,  Mr.  Robinson  on  a  case  of  incipient 
inflammation  of  the,  from  distention  of  the 
lactiferous  tubes,  535. 

■  clinical  observations,  by  Mr.  Caesar 

Hawkins,  on  cancer  of  the,  68S2. 

Bristol  Infirmary,  letter  addressed  by  the 
surgeons  of  the,  to  the  chairman  and  com- 
mittee on  medical  education,  191. 


union  of  fractures  of  the,  within  the  cap- 
sule, 703. 
Charter  to  the  London  University,  notice  of 
the  opp(»ition  to,  by  Oxford  and  Cam- 
bridge, and  by  the  College  of  Surgeons, 
who  recommend  the  eBtM>iishment  of  a 
metropolitan  university,  113  ;  another 
struggle  for  a,  73. 
~  and  medical  school,  letter    Char]ton>  Dr.    on  a  case  of  incongruous 

from  Mr.  Hetliog  in  support  of  the  claims        twining,  766. 

of  the  surgeons  of  the,  to  qualify  for  exa-    Chevalier,  Mr.  on  a  case  of  tumor  in  the 

mination  at  the  college,  388.  medulla  oblongata^  10. 

Brodie,  Mr.  notice  of  the  elevation  of,  to    Chitty*s,  Mr.  treatise  on  medical  jariapru- 

the  baronetage,  759.  dence,  reviewed,  482. 

Sir  B.  C.  clinical  observations  by,    Cbomel's,  M.  clinical  lectures  on  medicine, 

delivered  at  the  H6tel  Dieu,  Paris t—* 
on  typhoid  fever,  375;  symptoms  and 
progress  of  typhoid  fever,  ib. ;  anatomical 
lesions  in  typhus  fever,  491 ;  lesions 
which  are  constant,  ib. 


on  ununited  fractures,  616^  on  faity  tu- 
mors, 679. 

Brown,  Dr.  of  Sundetland,  on  the  variotions 
in  the  prevalence  of  certain  diseases  not 
usually  supposed  to  be  epidemic,*359. 

Buchanan,  Mr.  on  the  removal  of  an  im-    Cholera  in   Paris,  reported  cases  of,  215  ; 


Dr.  Ogier  Ward*s  observations  on,  569  ; 
hints  regarding,  646 ;  Mr.  Beaman  on 
the  treatment  of,  by  emetics  of  common 
salty  781 ;  Mr.  Stable  on  the  treatment  of,, 
by  stimulants,  814;  editorial  notice  re- 
specting, 833  ;  Mr.  Greenhow  on  the 
treatment  of,  by  sulphuric  acid,  850. 
Christ's  hospital,  letter  from  Mr.  Field  re- 
specting the  medical  department  under 
Dr.  Roberts,  767. 

a  second  imperfect  foetus  contained  in  the    Clement's,  M.  cliniqne  on  a  case  of  preg- 

aide  of  its  scalp  and  face,  370.  nancy  of  one  of  the  fallopian  tubes,  31. 

Burials,  weekly  accounts  of,  33,  80,  113,     Clinique,   Roman,   Dr.  Badbam*s  account 

160,  193,  S24,  304,  336,  368,  400,  433,        of  a,  during  the  winter  of  1833-34,  59. 

464,  496,  544,  576,  688,  736,  768,  800,    Cloquet*B,  M.  trait4  d'anatomie  descriptive. 


pacled  plug  from  the  nostril,  528. 

Burrows*,  Dr.  George,  physiological  and 
pathological  observations  on  the  blood  and 
urine,  being  the  Gulstonian  lectures  for 
1834,  delivered  at  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians,  503,  552,  585,  633. 

Burning,  cool  remarks  on,  of  one's  own 
fingers,  306. 

Burthen,  fresh,  on  medical  men,  363. 

Bury,  Mr.  on  the  delivery  of  a  child  having 


832, 864,  896, 9fQ. 


C. 


Calculus,  biliary,  Mr.  Koss  on  a  case  of  ob- 
struction by  a,  386. 
Calculus  vesics,  Mr.  Robinson  on  a  case  cf, 


reviewed,  144^ 

Club  doctors,  Dr.  Collins  on  the  effects  of, 
on  the  medical  profession,  97. 

Coates,  Mr.  on  the  action  of  mercury  in 
the  absorption  of  lymph,  674. 

Collins,  Dr.  on  the  present  state  and  feel- 
ings of  the  medical  profession  in  the  pro- 
vinces, and  more  especially  in  Liverpool 
and  its  vicinity,  96,  350,  714,  885. 


the  stone  impacted  behind  the  pubes,  933.  College  of  Physicians,  papers  read  at  the : 

Cancer,  clinical  observations,  hj  Mr.  Caesar  — Dr.  Johnstone  on  Uie  aliment  and  or- 

Hawkins,  on  several  cases  of,  681.  gans  subservient  to  aimientation  in  foetal 

Caoutchouc,  Dr.  Faraday  on,  490.  life,  316 ;  Dr.  Wilson^on  poisoning,  487. 

Cataract,  clinical  observations  on,'  by  M.  Colon,  account  by  Mr.  Moody  of  an  ex- 

Dupuytren,  365  ;  different  kinds  of,  ib. ;  traordinaiy  case  of  lodgment  of  a  foreign 

remarkablH  prevalence  of,  in  one  family,  substance  in  the  lower  portion  of  the,  799. 

366 1  remarks  on  treatment,  and  the  dif-  Committee,  parliamentary,  on  the  state  of 


fereut  modes  of  operating,  367 ;  compli* 
cations  of,  368 ;  unique  operation,  370. 


the  profession,  notice  of  the  proceedings 
of  the,  180,  363. 
Mr.  Guthrie's  work  on  the  eztrac-    Coma  from  jaundice.  Dr.  Arrowsmith  on  a 
tion  of,  reviewed,  641.  case  of,  131. 

■  accidental,  Mr.  Walker  on  a  case    Combustion,  Dr.  Williams  on,  337. 

of,  734.  Contempbrary,  errata  of  a,  180. 

Carson,  Dr.  on  a  case  of  fatal  effusion  of    Convulsions,   Mr.  Thomson  on  a  case  of, 
blood  into  the  pericardium,  with  dissec-        succeeded    by  permanent  contraction  of 


tion,  473. 
Casper,  Professor,  on  the  probable  duration 

of  life  among  medical  practitioners,  308.  botham  on,  803,  833. 

Cervix  femoris,  Mr.  Fawdtngton  on  the  re-    Concours,  editorial  obserrationi  suggested 


the  left  hand,  319. 

puerperal.   Dr.  F.  H.  Rams- 
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by  tfaat  lately  held  in  FarU  for  the  chair 
of  cliniqae  chirurgicale,  789 ;  recent  work- 
ings of  the,  326 ;  specimen  of  the,  362. 

Cooper,  Sir  Aslley,  on  fracture  of  the  neck 
of  the  femor,  144. 

Cook,  Dr,  notes  of  a  case  of  fistulous  open- 
ing of  the  stomach  siiccessfuly  treated  by, 
541. 

Cookery,  French,  896. 

Coroners'  courts,  notice  of  the  rejection  by 
the  House  of  Lords  of  the  bill  relating  to, 
724, 

Costello,  Mr.  letter  from,  respecting  the 
case  of  Fisher,  at  St.  George*s  Hospi- 
Ul,  100. 

Craniotomy,  Dr.  F.  H.  Ramsbotham  on  the  • 
operation  of,  342,  369. 

Crookes,  Mr.  on  a  case  in  which  the  bursting 
of  an  aneurism  of  the  aorta  was  survived 
for  some  hours,  with  the  post-morlem  ap- 

Searances,  and  remarks  on  the  cause  of 
eath,  413. 

Crowing  inspiration  of  children.  Dr.  Hugh 
Ley  on,  15. 

Crosse,  Mr.  John  Green,  the  Jacksonian 
prise  for  1833  awarded  to,  for  the  best 
essay  upon  urinary  calculi,  112. 

Cunningham,  Mr.  on  the  pathological  effects 
produced  by  localities,  particularly  moun- 
tain elevations,  north  or  south  of  the  mag- 
netic equator,  $07,  520, 


D. 


Dalrymple's,  Mr.  anatomy  of  the  human 

eye,  reviewed,  322. 
Daltun's,  Dr.  discoveries  and   researches, 

account  of,  295. 
Davis,  Mr.  account  by,  of  a  singular  case  of 

a  foreign  body  found  in  the  heart  of  a  boy, 

Davidson,  Mr.  on  the  pyramids  of  Egypt, 

192. 
Dawson,  Mr.  on  a  esse  of  lithotomy  by  the 

rectum,  453.  * 

Death,  apparent,  Dr.  Schmid  on  a  case  of, 

which  was  continued  for  twenty  da^^,  399. 
Degrees,  Scotch,   editorial  observations  on 

the  value  of,  in  England,  391. 
Depletion,  local,  caso  of  amnesia  cured  by, 

831. 
Deposits,  urinary,  Messrs.  Brett  and  Bird 

on,  600,  751. 
Dispensary,    self-supporting,    at  Coventry, 

Dr.  Arrowsmith  on  the  progress  of  the, 

234. 
Dispensaries,  self-supporting,  the  principles 

of,  should  be  made  known  throughout  the 

country,  432. 
Dropsy,  Mr.  Leach  on  a  case  of,  cured  by 

acupuncture,  829. 
Drugs,  on  the  evils  arising  from  the  eiten- 

sive  adulteration  of,  and  from  the  want  of 

uniformity  in  the  strength  of  those  sold  at 

different  bouses,  65. 


Drunkenness,  editorial  obtervatioas  on  the 
parliamentary  report  on,  755. 

Dupuytren,  Baron,  notice  of  the  return  oi^ 
from  his  tour  in  Italy,  and  of  his  perfect 
recovery,  32. 

— — clinical  observations  by; 

— Traumatic  emphysema,  26;  on  frac- 
tures of  the  neck  of  the  femur,  107;  on 
cataract,  265  ;  on  the  general  treatment 
of  fractures  of  the  extremities,  573  ;  on  a 
particular  kind  of  fibro-encysted  cellular 
tumors,  724. 

Dystocea,  from  faulty  position.  Dr.  Rigby 
on,  110;  from  faulty  sise  of  the  child, 

no. 

pelvica.  Dr.  Rigby  on,  185. 


E. 


Earle,  IVfr.  J.  W.  on  the  functions  of  the 
nerves,  275. 

Eczema  rubrum,  with  iritis,  Mr.  Leaeb  on 
a  case  of,  732. 

Education,  provincial,  answer  of  the  sur- 
geons of  the  County  Hospital,  Winches- 
ter, to  the  memorial  of  the  surgeons  of  the 
Bristol  Infirmary,  425. 

— —  editorial  observations  on,  in  the 
provinces,  456. 

—  surgical,  should  it  be  exclusively 


provinciall  323. 

provincial,  remarks  on,  with  es- 


pecial reference  to  the  Bristol  memorial> 
480. 

Eel,  Mr.  Yanel  on  the  mode  of  reproduction 
of  the,  832. 

Effusion,  pleuritic,  case  of^  in  both  sides  of 
the  chest  successively,  recovered  from  by 
the  operation  of  double  paracentesis  tho.. 
racis,  304. 

Elevations,  mountain,  north  or  south  of  the 
magnetic  equator,  Mr.  Cunningham  on 
the  pathological  effects  produced  by,  207, 
520. 

Electricity,  Dr.  Faraday  on  the  definite  ac- 
tion of,  155. 

Elliotson,  Dr.  letter  from,  contradicting  the 
statements  respecting  him,  made  by  M. 
de  Moscati  in  a  pamphlet  recently  pub- 
lished, 153. 

Elliotson,  Dr.  extracts  from  the  evidence  of, 
before  the  parliamentary  commitee,  on  the 
subject  of  exclusive  privileges,  793,  893« 

Emetics,  Mr.  Greenhow  on  the  efficacy  of, 
315. 

Emphysema,  traumatic,  clinical  observations 
on,  by  Baron  Dupuytren,  26;  case  of, 
with  complicated  injury  of  the  chest, — 
fatal,  28 ;  of  the  eyelids,  29 ;  from  sap- 
posed  fracture  of  the  os  unguis,  29 ;  from 
supposed  rupture  of  the  pituitary  mem* 
brane,  ib. ;  of  the  temples,  from  fracture 
of  the  frontal  sinus,  30. 

Ergot,  Dr.  Worrell  on  the  efficacy  of,  in  ex- 
pulsion of  the  placenu,  864* 
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Ereot,  Dr.  MaanBell  on  the  effects  of  orer- 

aoseB  of,  605. 
Erysipelae,  clinical  observations  on,  deli- 

Tered  oc  the  Middlesex  Hospital,  by  Mr. 

Aniott,  ftlS. 
■  Mr.  Copland  Hutchison  on  the 

treatment  of,  by  incision,  445. 
ETidence,  editorial  obsenrations  respecting, 

at  coroners'  inqaests,  676. 
Eye,  human,  Mr.  Dalrymple's  treatise  on 

the  anatomy  of  the,  reviewed,  322. 
Eyelids,    Baron    Dupuytren  on  traumatic 

emphysema  of  the,  29. 
Expedition,  the  late  arctic,  editorial  obser- 

Tations  on  the,  with  reference  to  some 

topics  of  medical  science,  29u. 


F, 


Face,  Dr.  Bailey  on  a  case  of  partial  para- 
lysis of  the,  348. 

Faraday,  Dr.  on  the  definite  action  of  elec- 
tricity, 155 ;  on  caontchonc,  490. 

Fawdington,  Mr.  on  re-union  of  fracture  of 
the  cervix  femoris  within  the  capsule,  703. 

Femur,  clinical  observations,  by  Baron  Du- 
puytren, on  fracture  of  the  neck  of  the, 
106 ;  age  at  which  such  fractures  occur, 
ib. ;  M.  Dupuytren's  opinion  of  Sir  A. 
Cooper's  views,  109 ;  of  the  indications 
of  cure,  ib. 

■'  Sir  Astley  Cooper  on  fracture  of  the 

neck  of  the,  14-k 

■  Mr.  Amott  on  chronic  abscess  of  the 

shaft  of  tbe,  156. 

left,  Mr.  Gill  on  a  case  of  disloca- 


cation  of  the,  in  cases  of  diiBcnlt  labovr, 
311. 

Fingers,  permanent  retra«:tion  of  the,  the 
merit  of  having  first  described  tbe  affec- 
tion, shown  by  Mr.  Windsor  to  be  doe  to 
Messrs.  Cline  and  Cooper,  not  to  M« 
Dupuytren,  442. 

Fisher,  case  of,  at  St.  George's  hospital — 
letter  from  Mr.  Costello,  100. 

Fluid,  electric,  M.  VolpeUere  on  a  case  of 
scorchbg  by,  336. 

Foetus,  second  imperfect,  Mr.  Bary  on  the 
delivery  of  a  child  having  a,  contained  in 
the  side  of  its  scalp  and  face,  270. 

,  acephalous,  Mr.  Thomson  on  a  case 

of,  524. 

Fohmann,  Dr.  on  the  discoTsry  of  lympha- 
tics in  the  human  placenta  and  funis, 
320. 

Forbes*8,  Dr.  sketch  of  the  medical  tope 
graphy  of  Penrith,  355. 

Forceps,  Dr.  F.  H.  Ramsbotham  on  the  ap- 
plication of  the,  in  difficult  labour,  and 
the  cases  in  which  their  employment  is 
necessary,  257. 

Fractures,  ununited,  clinical  observatioDS 
on,  by  Sir  C.  Brodie,  616. 

■  ,  Mr.  M'Dowel  on  two 

cases  of,  treated  by  the  introduction  of  a 
seton,  675. 

M.  Dupuytren  on  the  general 


,     — -^-     —  — ^  — ^  — —  ^ 

treatment  of,  of  the  extremities,  573  ; 
bandages  and  other  apparatus,  ib. ;  pre- 
liminary arrangements,  575 ;  duration  of 
treatment,  ib. 

Mr.  Grantham  on  the  efibcts  of» 


tion  of  the.  into  the  ischiatic  notch,  753. 

Fever,  typhoid,  M.  Chomel  on  the  symptoms 
and  progress  of,  375 ;  mode  of  invasion, 
ib. ;  first  period,  376;  second  period, 
377;  third  period,  378;  changes  which 
the  blood  undergoes  during  life,  379; 
of  the  convalescence,  ib. ;  anatomical 
lesions  in  typhus  fever,  401  ;  lesions 
which  are  constant,  ib.  ;  tumefaction 
of  the  intestinal  follices  and  mesente- 
ric ganglia,  ib. ;  ulceration  of  the  folli- 
cles, ib. ;  intestinal  ulcers,  ib. ;  perfora- 
tion of  the  intestine,  ib. ;  cicatrisation  of 
intestinal  ulcers,  493  ;  resolution  of  the 
patches,  ib. ;  lesions  confined  to  one  set 
of  follicles,  493  ;  lesion  of  the  mesenteric 
ganglia,  ib. ;  lesions  of  the  follicles  i^ 
more  diseases  than  typhus,  494 ;  lesions 
in  cholera,  ib. ;  lesions  in  phthisis,  ib.  ; 
lesion  of  the  follicles  in  scarlatina,  496 ; 
connexion  between  the  symptoms  and 
morbid  changes,  495. 

— ,  puerperal.  Dr.  Bigby  on,  396. 

,  scarlet,  Mr.  Hingeston  on  the  inflam- 
matory nature  of,  409. 

Field,   Mr.  on  the  medical  department  of 
Cbribt's  hospital,  under  Dr.  Roberts,  767. 

Fillet,  Dr.  F.  II.  BAmsbotham  on  the  appli- 


on  their  surrounding  parts,  more  partica- 
larly  in  reference  to  fractures  of  the  lower 
extremity,  670. 

Fracture  or  the  cervix  femoris,  Mr.  Fawding- 
ton on  the  re-imion  of,  Within  the  cap- 
sule, 703. 

French  hospital  reports,  30,  31. 

Fripp,  Mr.  on  the  claims  of  provincial  hos- 
pitals to  qualify  for  examination  at  the 
College  of  Surgeons,  446. 


G. 


Gall-stone,  two  oases  of,  related  by  Dr. 
Borrett,  with  observations,  199. 

Ganglia,  double,  of  some  of  the  spinal 
nerves,  Mr.  Swan  on,  and  on  a  direct 
communication  between  the  spbeno-pala- 
tine  and  lenticular  ganglia,  848. 

Gastric  juice.  Dr.  A.  P.  W.  Philip  on  the 
uses  of  the,  and  the  substitution  of  yol- 
taic  electricity  for  the  nervous  influence,  8. 

Gibbes,  Sir  G.  Smith,  on  the  use  of  oxide  of 
bismuth  in  pulmonary  complaicts,  667, 
640. 

Gill,  Mr.  account  by,  of  a  case  of  dislo- 
cation of  the  left  lemur  into  the  ischiatic 
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notcb,  753 ;  on  the  «afficiency  of  the  pro« 
▼indal  schools,  787. 

Gill*  Mr.  on  an  improved  sorgeon-dentists' 
forceps,  768. 

Gillespie,  Mr.  on  cases  of  neuralgia,  7.'i4. 

Gower-street  school,  notice  of  another  strog- 
gle  for  a  charter,  by  the  proprietors  of 
the,  72 ;  editorial  article  on  the  opposi- 
tion to  the  petition  from  the,  and  on  the 
establishment  of  a  metropolitan  univer- 
sity, 146 ;  petition  of  the  medical  teach> 
ere  in  London  against  the  grant  of  exclu- 
sive privileges  to  the,  147  ;  memorial 
against  the  monopoly  sought  for  by  the 
proprietors  of  the,  149  ;  editorial  obser- 
vations on  the  conduct  of  the  speculators 
connected  with  the,  178  ;  editorial  obser- 
Tations  on  the  proceedings  before  the 
Privy  Council  on  the  subject  of  the  de- 
sired charter,  570. 

Grantham^Mr.  on  the  pathology  of  hydro- 
cephalus, 387  ;  on  the  effects  of  fractures 
on  their  surrounding  parts,  more  particu- 
larly in  reference  to  fractures  of  the  lower 
extremity,  670. 

Grant,  Or.  on  the  development  of  the  verte- 
bral column,  425. 

Greenhow,  Mr.  on  the  efiBcacy  of  emetics, 
318;  on  the  treatment  of  cholera  by  sul- 
phuric acid,  850. 

Green,  Dr.  on  the  treatment  of  syphilis 
without  mercury,  452. 

Gregory *s,  Dr.  condensed  account  of  the  re- 
sults of  a  series  of  ezperimeats  in  re- vac- 
cination, performed  in  the  Royal  Army  of 
Wirtemberg,  511  ;  illustrations  of  the 
preceding  paper,  516. 

Grindrod*s,  Mr.  case  of  hydrophobia,  358. 

Guthrie,  G.  S.  Esq.  on  a  case  of  malignant 
tnmor,  simulating  an  aneurism,  in  which 
the  common  iliac  was  tied,  590. 

',  Mr.  on  the  extraction  of  cataract, 


Hastings*,  Dr.  illustrations  of  the  natural 
history  of  Worcestershire,  reviewed,  567. 

Hawkins,  Mr.  Ctesar,  clinical  lecture  by,  at 
St  George's  hospital,  on  some  cases  of 
disease  of  the  kidney,  426 ;  on  stricture 
and  disease  of  kidney,  618;  effasion  of 
urine  and  disease  of  kidney,  619  ;  slough- 
ing, with  disease  of  kidney,  620;  two 
cases  of  lithotomy,  621 ;  cancer  of  the 
breast,  682 ;  of  the  uterus,  ib. ;  phagede- 
nic ulcer  of  the  face  in  old  persons,  683 ; 
cancerous  tumors  of  the  face  and  nose,  ib. ; 
cancer  of  the  lip  and  nose,  685 ;  on  some 
diseases  of  the  nose,  760 ;  simple  inflam-* 
mation  of  the  Schneiderian  membrane,  ib. ; 
chronic  thickening  of,  761 ;  obstruction 
and  closure  of  the  nostrils,  762 ;  diseased 
secretions  of  the  higher  part  of  the  nose, 
ib.;  ulcers  of  the  carlilaginous  septum, 
763;  ulcers  of  the  Schneiderian  mem- 
brane,  764 ;  cases  of  stone  in  the  blad- 
der, 824. 

Heart,  M.  Magendie  on  the  mechanism  of 
the  sounds  of  the,  being  the  analysis  of 
a  memoir  read  before  the  Academy  of 
Sciences,  Paris,  440,  878. 

— — -,  M.  Bouillaud  on  Magendie's  theory 
of  the  sounds  of  the,  909. 

',  correspondence  of  Dr.  EUiotson's 


account  of  the  action  of  the,  with  the 
principles  laid  down  by  Dr.  Hope  in  his 
treatise,  446. 

,  case  of  a  foreign  body  lodged  in 
the,  reclamation  by  Mr.  Sheward,  541. 

,  case  of  transposition  of  the,  576. 

,  Dr.  Arrowsmith  on  malformation  of 


reviewed,  641. 


H. 


Hflsmorrhage,  Mr.  Robinson  on  a  case  of, 
from  the  bowels,  137. 

,  uterine,  Dr.  Rigby  on,  331. 

Hair,  Mr.  Thomson  on  the  effects  of  certain 
disorders  on  the  roots  of  the,  522. 

Halford,  Sir  Henry,  extracts  from  the  evi- 
dence of,  before  the  parliamentary  com- 
mittee, 818,  854,  891. 

Hammond,  Mr.  on  the  pathology  and  treat- 
ment of  scarlatina,  131. 

Hammick,  Mr.  the  honour  of  a  baronetcy 
conferred  on,  576, 

Hanius,  Dr.  account  by,  of  a  case  of  extra- 
nterine  pregnancnr,  terminating  fatally 
after  twenty  months'  duration,  830. 

Hannay,  Dr.  on  the  treatment  of  sore  nip- 
ples by  the  nitrate  of  silver,  674. 

Harding,  Mr.  account  by,  of  an  anomalous 
labour  case,  526. 


the  great  arteries  of  the,  704. 

Heim,  Dr.  results  of  a  series  of  experiments 
by,  in  re-vaccination,  performed  in  the 
Koyal  Army  of  Wirtemberg,  511. 

Henry,  Dr.  on  the  present  state  of  bur 
knowledge  respecting  the  physiology  of 
the  nervous  system,  664,  695. 

Hering,  Professor,  on  the  relation  which 
subsists  between  the  number  of  the  pulse 
and  the  velocity  of  the  circulation  of  the 
blood,  745. 

Hernia,  abdominal,  Mr.  Marson  on  a  case 
of,  with  stricture  of  the  large  intestines, 
205. 

,  inguinal  and  femoral,  Mr.  Tuson*s 
work  on  the  anatomy  and  surgery  of,  re- 
viewed, 290. 

>,  femoral,  Mr.  Amott  on  the  opera- 


tion for,  331. 

-,  strangulsted,  Mr.  Beaumont  on  a 


case  of,  insidiously  fatal,  525. 

Hermaphrodism,  Mr.  Moir  on  the  foBta! 
^nital  organs  with  reference  to  the  sub- 
ject of,  174. 

Hetling,  Mr.  letter  from,  in  sitpport  of  the 
claims  of  the  Bristol  Infirmary  to  qualify 
for  examination  at  the  College  of  Sur- 
geons, 388. 

Hingeston,  Mr.  on  the  inflammatory  nature 
of  scarlet  fever,  409. 
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nip-joint,  clinical  lecture,  by  Sir  C.  Bell,  on 
injurieB  of  the,  296. 

Uoai  about  a  late  operation,  editorial  obser- 
▼atiocs  respecting  a,  lately  practised  on 

'  the  editor  of  the  Lancet,  70. 

HortUB  Medicos,  by  Mr.  Graves  and  Dr. 
Morries,  critical  notice  of,  485« 

Hospitals,  provincial,  Mr.  Fripp  on  the 
claims  of,  to  qualify  for  examination  at 
the  College  of  Physicians,  446. 

Houltoa,  Mr.  on  the  morbid  appearances 
from  poisoning  with  arsenic,  712. 

Hughson,  Mr.  on  the  connexion  of  the  nte- 

*  rus  and  placenta,  530,  849. 

Humerus,  clinical  observations,  by  Mr.  Amott, 
on  malignant  disesse  of  the,  and  on  am- 
putation at  the  shoulder-joint,  73. 

Hunger  a  cure  for  intermittent,  432. 

Hutchison,  Mr.  Copland,  on  the  treatment 
of  erysipelas  by  incision,  444. 

Hydrophobia,  supposed  case  of,  cured  by 
bleeding  and  vinegar,  223. 

,  Dr.  Grindrod's  case  of,  358. 

Hydrocephalus,  Mr.  Grantham  on  the  patho- 
logy of,  387. 

Hygeists  and  other  quacks,  editorial  obser- 
vations on  some  recent  doings  of,  721. 

Hymen,  unruptured.  Dr.  F.  H.  Ramsbotham 
on  the  treatment  of,  169. 

Hypertrophy,  Mr.  Leach  on^  a  case  of,  with 
dilatation,  733. 


I. 


Impartiality,  national.  326. 

Incision,  Mr.  A.  C.  Hutchison  on  the  treat- 
ment of  erysipelas  by,  444. 

Inflation,  artificial,  Mr.  Jenning*s  experi- 
ments to  distinguish  the  effects  of,  from 
those  of  imperfect  respiration,  in  the  lungs 
of  infants  found  dead,  563. 

Inflammation,  diffuse,  Mr.  Robinson  on  a 
case  of,  with  extensive  abscess  and 
sloughing,  537  ;  on  a  case  of,  of  the  fas- 
cia of  ^e  fore- arm,  after  venesection, 
649 ;  of  the  fascia  of  the  leg,  cured  by  in- 
cision and  pressure,  650  ;  of  the  fascia  of 
the  right  shoulder-joiDt,  discharging  spon- 
taneously, 651 ;  around  the  right  shoulder- 
joint,  attended  with  pulsation,  opened 
spontaneously,  ib. ;  of  the  fascia  after 
parturition,  cured  by  incision  and  band- 
age,  651 )  of  the  fascia  of  the  thigh,  from 
a  blow,  cured  by  incision,  652 ;  of  the 
fascia  of  the  leg,  from  a  rusty  nail,  ib. ; 
of  several  joints,  with  suppuration,  653. 

Inflammation,  conjunctival,  Mr.  West  on 
the  efficacy  of  the  treatment  of,  by  bella- 
donna, 603. 

liuanity,  Mr.  T.  Mayo's  essay  on  the  rela- 
tion of  the  theory  of  morals  to,  reviewed, 
389. 

Intermittent,  huneer  a  cure  for,  433. 

Iris,  reply,  by  Mr.  Walker,  to  Mr.  Thur- 
pam's  observations  q^  the,  134. 


J. 

Jacksonian  prise,  notice  of  the  award  of  the, 
for  1833,  to  Mr.  John  Green  Crosse,  for 
the  best  0toay  on  urioary  calculi,  1 12. 

Jennings's,  Mr.  experiments  to  distingauh 
the  effects  of  artificial  inflarion  from 
those  of  imperfect  respiration,  in  the 
lungs  of  infants  found  dead,  568. 

Jewel,  Dr.  on  the  efficacy  of  nitrate  of  silver 
in  excoriated  nipples,  753. 

Jobson's,  Mr.  outlines  of  the  anatomy  and 
physiology  of  the  teeth,  reviewed,  288. 

Johnstone,  Dr.  on  the  aliment  and  organs 
subservient  to  alimentation  in  fietal  life, 
216. 

Joints,  Mr.  Mayo  on  ulceration  df  the  carti- 
lages of,  and  on  anchylosis,  79. 

Jurisprudence,  medical,  Mr.  Chitty'a  trea- 
tise on,  reviewed,  482.  . 


K. 


Kay,  Dr.  on  the  physiology,  pathology,  and 

treatment  of  asphyzis,  reviewed,  101. 
Ker,  Mr.  on  the  efficacy  of  the  secale  cor- 

nutum  in  a  case  of  irreducible  prolapsus 

uteri,  604. 
Kidney,    clinical    lecture,    by   Mr.  Cesar 

Hawkins,  on  some  cases  of  disease  of  the, 

426,  618. 
Koee-joint,  Mr.  Amott  on  loose  cartilages 

in  the,  155. 


Labour,  Dr.  F.  H.  Ramsbotham  on,  1,  S3; 
difficult,  81, 113,  161, 193  ;  employment 
of  instruments  in,  257,  305,  337,  369, 
401 ;  premature,  induction  of,  406,  4S3 ; 
preternatural,  465,  497,  545,  577  ;  com- 
plex, 625,  657,  689,  737,  769,  801,  833. 
-,  Mr.  Harding  on  an  anomalous  case 
of,  526. 

Lane,  Mr.  note  from,  with  reference  to  the 
appointment  of  assistant-physician  at  St. 
George's  hospital,  496. 

Lardner,  Dr.  on  Mr.  Babbage's  calculating 
machine,  918  ;  on  the  chemical  notation 
of  machinery,  $63, 

Laudanum,  Dr.  Young  on  a  case  of  poison- 
ing with,  655. 

Leading  Articles  :»Fresent  aspect  of  the 
medical  reform  question,  22  ;  reform  oom- 
mitiee,  69  ',  hoax  about  a  late  operation, 
70;  parochial  registration,  with  reference 
to  medical  statistics,  102  ;  opposition  to 
the  petition  from  the  Gower-street  school 
—proposed  metropolitan  university,  146 ; 
conduct  of  the  Gower-street  speculators, 
178 ;  facts  connected  with  the  salubrity  of 
the  metropolis,  213 ;  the  late  arctic  expQ- 
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dition,  290 ;  ought  sorgical  education  to  Lytta,  tincture  of,  Mr.  Leach  on  the  efficacy 

be  excloflively  provincial  ?  323  ;  medical  of,  in  retention  of  urine,  638. 

■cience  in  Spam,  360 1   valae  of  Scotch  Luchtmang*,  Dr.  obeerrationB  on  the  qaes- 

degreee  in  Jj'lngland,  391 ;    medical  St.  tion  of  Tenous  absorption,  169. 
Simonianism — the  homoBopathic  miuioD, 
422 1    education  in  the  provinceB,  456 ; 
biography  of  Sir  Gilbert  Blane,  483 ;  the 

.    Warburtonian  proceedings .  about  medical  M. 
reform,  531 ;   the  Privy  Council  aod  the 

Gower-street   charter,    570;    some  late  Macartney,  Dr.  letter  from,  on  the  subject 

achievements  of  quackery,  611  ;  hints  re-  of  the  professorship  of  anatomy  and  sur* 

garding  cholera,  646 ;   medical  evidence  gery  in  the  Dublin  University,  676 :  on 

at  coroners'  inquests,  677  ;  hygeists  and  the  structure  and  functions  of  the  nervous 

other  quacks,  721 ;   parliamentary  report  system,  842. 

on  drunkenness,  755 ',  the  late  concours  M'Uowel,  Mr.  account  by,  of  two  cases  of 

in  Paris,  789  ;  parliamentary  evidence  on  ununited  fracture,  treated  by  the  intro- 

medical  reform,  818  <;  the  £nglish  univer-  duction  of  a  seton,  675. 

sities  and  College  of  Phymcians,  854  ;  Machinery,  Dr.  Lardner  on  the  chemical 

the  English  Universities  and  the  College  notation  of,  363. 

of  Physicians,  890 ;    perversion  by  the  Machaon,  letter  from,  on  the  subject  of  a 

College  of  their  powers,  918.  projected  medical  school  at  York,  159* 

J^ach,.Mr.  on  the  efficacy  of  the  tincture  of  Macmichael,    Dr.  extracts  from  the    evi  - 

lytta  in   retention  of  urine,  638 ;   on  a  dence  of,  before  the  parliamentary  com- 

esse  of  periostitis  from  rheumatism,  731 ;  mittee,  819,  855. 

eczema  nibrum,  with  iritis,  732;  hyper-  Madrid  Medical  Gasette,  notice  of  the,  896. 

trophy,  with  dilatation,  733 ;  account  by,  Magendie*s,  M.  prteis  elementaire  de  phy- 

of  cases  of  rheumatism,  cured  by  bark  siologie,  reviewed,  421. 

and  eolchicum,  825 ;  case  of  dropsy,  re-    ^    '  '■ on  the  mechanism  of   the 

lieved  by  acupuncture,  829.  sounds  of  the  heart,  being  the  analysis 

Lee,  Dr.  on  fibre* calcareous  tumors  and  po-  of  a  memoir  lesd  before  the  Academy  of 

lypi  of  the  uterus,  394.  Sciences,  Paris,  440, 878, . 

Lens,  crystalline,  Mr.  Okes  on  dislocation  of  Malins,  Dr.  on  the  mode  in  which  the  ute- 

the,  783.  rus  contracts  after  delivery,  816. 

Ley,  Dr.  Hugh,  further  remarks  by,  on  the  Many-toed  and  fingered  family,  account  of 

crowing  inspiration  of  children,  15.  a,  with  an  engraving  exhibiting  the  pre- 

Xife,  Professor  Casper  on  the  probable  du-  sence  of  supernumerary  toes  in  a  patient 

ration  of,   among  medical  practitioners,  in  the  Middlesex  hospital,  65. 

209.  Mania,  puerperal,  Dr.  Rigby  on,  S66, 

— —  Dr.  Black  on  the  comparative  proba-  Man,  a,  who  can  make  himself  taller  at  will, 

bility  of,  among  the  male  population  of  304. 

Engumd    and  Wales,   and  the  medical    table  of  the  stature  and  weight  of,  at 

practitioners  of  Germany  and  North  Ame-  different  ages,  688. 

rica,  346.  Marson,  Mr.  on  a  case  of  abdominal  hernia. 

Life,  foetal,  Dr.  Johnstone  on  the  aliment  with  stricture  of  the  large  intestines,  205. 

and  organs  subservient  to  alihientation  in,  Maunsell,  Dr.  on  the  effects  of  over- doses  of 

216.  ergot  of  rye,  605 ;  his  Dublin  practice  of 

Lightning,  Dr.  Young  on  the  effects  of,  654.  midwifery,  reviewed,  817. 

Lip  and  nose,  clinical  observations,  by  Mr.  Mayo,  Professor,  on  the  physiology  of  the 

Cesar  Hawkins,  on  a  case  of  cancer  of  voice— explanation  of  Mr.  Richmond's 

the,  685*  musical  performance,  21,  566 ;  on  ulcera- 

Lithotomy,  Mr.  Green  on  a  case  of,  by  the  tion  of  the  cartilages  of  the  joints,  and 

rectum,  453.  on  anchvlosis,  79. 
.,                   clinical   observations  by  Mr.  Mayo's,  Mr.  T.  essay  on  the  relation  of  the 
Caesar  Hawkins,  on  two  cases  of,  62 1.  theoiy  of  morals  to  insanity,  reviewed,  389. 
Lithotzity,  account,,  by  Mr.  Spilsbury,  of  Medico-Chirurgical  Society,  reports  of  pa- 
two  cases  in  which  this  operation  was  pers  read  at  the ; — Mr.  Mayo  on  ulcera- 
performed,  911.  tion  of  the  cartilages  of  the  joints,  and  on 
London  Dispensary  reports,  363,  460,  535,  anchylosis,  79 ;  Dr.  Bostook  on  the  che- 
649,729,795,  859,  922.  mical  constitution  of  bony  tumors  of  the 
Lonb,  M.  olinique  by,  on  a  case  of  poison-  uterus,  326  ;  Dr.  Lee  on  fibro-calcareous 

ing  with  sulphuric  acid,  30.  tumors,  and  polypi  of  the  uterus,  394. 

Lymph,  Mr.  Uoates  on  the  action  of  mer-  Medicine,  M.  Chomel's  clinical  lectures  on, 

cury  in  the  absorption  of,  674.  375, 491. 

Lymphatics,  account  of  Dr.  Fohmann's  die-  — •  legal,  notice  of  the  institution  of 

covery  of,  in  the  human  placenta  and  fu-  a  professorship  of,  by  the  faculty  of  Mont- 

pis,  320.  pellier,  544. 
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MeduHa  oblongatai  Mr.  Chevalier  on  a  case 
of  tamor  in  the,  10. 

Meningitis,  Mr.  Robinson  on  a  case  of,  with 
tumor  of  the  brain,  363. 

Mercurv,  Mr.  Coates  on  the  action  of,  in 
the  absorption  of  lymph,  674. 

Meteorological  Joamals,  3^,  80,  US,  160, 
192,  224,  336,  400,  432,  464,  496,  544, 
576,  688,  736,  768,  800,  832,  864,  896, 
928. 

Metropolis,  facts  connected  with  the  sain- 
britjr  of  the,  213. 

Midwifery,  Dr.  F.  H.  Bambotham's  lectnres 
on :  Labour — after  treatment,  1 ;  medi- 
cine,  ib. ;  bandage,  2 ;  interval  between 
leaving  the  patient  and  the  next  visit,  3 ; 
information  to  be  gained  at  the  first  visit, 
ib.;  diet,  5;  temperature,  ib.;  posture, 
ib. ;  continuance  of  visits  during  the 
puerperal  month,  6 ;  ablution,  ib. ;  reca- 
pitulation, 7 ;  irregularities  of  head  pre- 
sentation (with  engraving),  33;  vertex 
presentation,  with  the  face  behind  either 

Sroio,  ib. ;   mode  of  detection,  34;  face 
irected  to  the  promontory  of  the  sacrum, 
or  symphisis  pubis,  35 ;  brow  presenta- 
tion, ib. ;  face  presentation,  ib. ;  ear  pre- 
sentation,     48. —  Difficult     laboor: 
causes,  81 ;  description  of  the  ergot  of 
rye,  and  its  effects  in  increasing  uterine 
action  (with  engraving),    83;   distortion 
of  the  pelvic  bones,  113  ;  tumors  in  the 
pelvic  cavity,  117  ;  exostosis,  ib. ;   scir- 
rhous or  drc^sical  ovary,  117;  scirrhous 
glands,  118  ;  abscesses,  ib,  i  polypi,  ib. ; 
rigidity  of  the  os  uteri,  161  ;  disease  in 
the  OS  uteri,  causing  rigidity,  162 ;  com- 
mon rigidity,  163 ;  rigidity  of  the  vagina 
and  perineum,  166;  cicatrix  in  the  va- 
ffina,  168;  unruptured  hymen,  169;  ob- 
liquity of  the  OS  uteri,  ib.;   causes  re- 
ferable to  the  ovum,  193;  preternatural 
toughness  of  the  membranes,  ib. ;  head 
pretematurally  enlarged,    194;   unusual 
firmness  and  malposition  of  the   head, 
195 ;  ascites  and  tympanites  of  the  foetal 
abdomen,  196;    shortness  of    the  funis 
umbilicalis,  ib. ;    unusual    bulk    of  the 
trunk,  or  limbs,  from  excessive  develop- 
ment—monstrosity,   197;    management 
of  the  patient  under  common  lingering 
labour,  198. — Difficult  labour  — in- 
struments: application  of  the  forceps, 
251;  of  applymg  the  forceps  when  the 
head  has  entered  the  pelvis,  before  mak- 
ing its  turn,  260 ;  when  the  occiput  is  in 
the  hollow  of  the  sacrum,  261 ;  when  the 
face  presents  towards  either  groin,  ib. ; 
symptoms  indicating  the  propriety  of  em- 
ploying the  forceps,  262 ;  the  veetis,  305; 
cases  in  which  applicable,  and  mode  of 
using,  307 ;  relative  value  of  the  veetis 
and  forceps,  309 ;  arguments  in  fitvour  of 
the  veetis,  ib. ;  positive  advantage  of  the 
forceps,  310 ;  fiUet,  31 1 ;  long  forceps; 


337 ;  state  of  the  parts  requisite  to  its  in- 
troduction, 338 ;  mode  of  application,  ib. ; 
cautions,  341 ;  craniotomy,  342 ;  instm- 
ments  employed,  343 ;  perforator,  ib. ; 
crotchet,  344 ;  blunt  hook,  ib. ;  crani- 
otomy forceps,  ib. ;  antiquity  of  Uie  ope- 
ration, 369 ;  cases  in  which  required,  ib. ; 
mode  of  performing  the  operation,  370 ; 
signs  of  the  death  df  the  foetus,  372 ;  the 
Ciesarean  operation,  401 ;  mode  of  per- 
formance, 402  ;  prevention  of  future  con- 
ception, 403 ;  section  of  the  symphysis 
pubis,  404 ;  controlling  the  growth  of  the 
foetus,  405;  induction  of  premature  la- 
bour, 406  ;  first  indicated  by  nature,  ib.  ; 
difficulties  in  effecting  the  object,  407  ; 
practised  by  the  ancients,  ib.;  meane 
adopted,  433 ;  when  necessary,  436 ;  ac- 
cidents which  may  occur  under  lingering 
labour,  438 ;  consequences  of  laborious 
labour,  439  ;  deep  collapse,  ib. ;  inabiHtj 
to  pass  urine,  ib.  ;  pressure  on  the  nerves, 
440;  tumor  on  the  feetal  scalp,  ib. — Pre- 
ternatural Labour,  465:  breech  pre- 
sentation, ib.;  frequency  of,  466;  no 
symptoms  to  be  relied  on  before  the  com- 
mencement of  labour,  ib. ;  causes,  ib. ; 
not  more  frequent  in  the  lower  than  the 
higher  classes,  466 ;  particular  position 
of  the  child,  ib. ;  progress  of  labour,  ib. ; 
breech  presentations  with  feet,  467 ;  con- 
duct under  breech  presentation,  468; 
knee  presentation,  470;  footling  presen- 
tation, 471 ;  circumstances  requiring  as- 
sistance under  a  breech  presentation,  ib. ; 
difficult  breech  presentations,  497 ;  causes, 
and  correspondent  tieatment,  ib.;  ineffi- 
cient uterine  action,  ib. ;  distortion  of  the 
pelvis,  498 ;  pelvic  tumors,  501 ;  rigidity 
of  the  OS  uteri,  ib. ;  head  left  in  utero,  ib. ; 
transverse  presentations,  545;  importance 
of  discriminating  between  the  first  and  se- 
cond order  of  preternatural  presentations, 
ib. ;  absence  of  symptoms  previous  to  the 
commencement  of  labour,  ib. ;  no  causes 
to  which  it  can  be  assigned,  ib ;  suspi- 
cious symptoms,  546 ;  marks  of  a  trans- 
verse presentation,  547 ;  modes  in  which 
the  operation  of  turning  may  be  per- 
formed, 548 ;  period  when  the  operation 
should  be  performed,  549;  precautions, 
551;  shoulder  presentation,  577;  turn- 
ing, ib. ;  advantages  in  employing  the 
left  hand  in  turning,  ib. ;  turning  when 
the  uterus  is  contracted  around  the  child, 
578 ;  mode  of  performing  the  operation, 
579;  spontaneous  evolution,  582;  anti- 
quity Of  exvisceration  and  decapitation, 
584 ;  impropriety  of  removing  th^  pro- 
truded arm,  ib.— Complex  Labours, 
625 ;  hssmorrhage  during  labour,  ib. ;  de- 
pendent on  a  partial  detachment  of  the 
placenta,  ib. ;  effect  on  the  system  to  be 
regarded  more  than  quantity,  626 ;  seldom 
continues  till  death,  ib. ;  mesuis  ado|)ted 
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by  natare  to  arrest  heBmorrbage,  ib. ;  may 
occur  at  any  period  of  tbe  laboar,  631 ; 
baemorrhage  proTioos  to  tbe  biitb  of  tbe  ^ 
cbild,  6S1  ;  plucenta  presentatioB,  631, ' 
657 ;  partial  placental  presentations,  662  ; 
occidental  baemorrbage,  689 ;  bcmorrhage 
subsequent  to  tbe  rupture  of  tbe  mem- 
branes, 692 ;  baemorrbage  after  tbe  birtb 
of  tbe  cbild,  ib. ;  dependent  on  entire  or 
partial  separation  or  tbe  placenta,  693  j 
often  profuse  in  quantity,  ib.;  propriety 
of  waiting  a  certain  time  for  tbe  eipulsion 
of  tbe  placenta,  693 ;  retention  of  tbe  pla- 
centa from  atony  of  tbe  uterus,  737 ;  from 
irregular  contraction,  739  s  disrupted 
placenta,  770;  accidents  likely  to  nap- 
pen  on  attempts  to  remove  tbe  plancenta 
from  tbe  uterus,  by  pulling  at  tbe  funis, 
771 ;  basmorrhage  subsequently  to  the  re- 
moval of  tbe  placenta,  772 ;  transfiision, 
775 ;  its  mode  of  performance,  776 ;  ma- 
nagement of  a  patient  after  dangerous 
hemorrbage,  777 ;  effects  of  tbe  Toes  of 
blood,  801 ;  re-action  after  flooding,  ib.; 
convulsions,  803  ;  period  at  wbicb  tbey 
occur,  ib. ;  universal  liability  totbem,  ib. ; 
analogy  to  apoplexy  and  epilepsy,  804; 
atmospheric  influnence,  ib.;  proximate 
cause,  805;  remote  cause,  ib.;  proenosis, 
807 ;  treatment,  833 ;  rupture  of  the  ute- 
rus, 836;  average  frequency,  situation 
and  direction  of  tbe  rent,  ib. ;  occurs  to 
all  kinds  of  patients,  and  at  all  periods  of 
labour,  837 ;  laceration  of  tbe  vagina,  841 ; 
rupture  of  die  bladder,  ib. ;  syncope  not 
produced  by  b^morrbage  or  Isiceration  of 
tbe  genital  organs,  865 ;  prolapsus  of 
tbe  ftinis  umbilicalis,  866;  descent  of 
the  band  by  the  side  of  the  bead  or 
breech,  868;  monsters,  869;  deficiency 
of  parts,  ib. ;  redundancy  of  parts,  870 ; 
parts  misshapen,  872 ;  misplacement  of 
pe^ectly  formed  parts,  ib. ;  plural  births, 
897 ;  average  frequency,  ib. ;  symptoms  of 
twin  gestation,  899 ;  position  in  utero, 
900 ;  progress  of  labour,  and  treatment,  ib. 

Midwifery,  Dr.  Rigby*s  reports  of  cases  of, 
78;  dystocea  from  faulty  position,  110; 
from  faulty  sise  of  tbe  cbild.  111 ;  dys- 
tocea pelvica,  185,  252 ;  uterine  haemor- 
rhage, 331 ;  paerperal  mania,  366  ;  pla- 
centa previa,  367 ;  puerperal  ifever,  396. 

Middlesex  Hospital,  notice  of  an  intended 
enlargement  of  the,  112. 

Middlemore's,  Mr.  report  of  tbe  Birming- 
ham Eye  Infirmary,  569. 

Millard,  Mr.  on  tbe  connexion  of  the  uterus 
with  tbe  placenta,  654. 

Moir,  Mr.  on  tbe  foetal  genital  organs, with  re- 
ference to  the  subject  of  bermapbrodism, 
174. 

Monsters,  Dr.  F.  H.  Ramsbotbam's  remarks 
on  the  subject  of,  869. 

Moody,  Dr.  account  by,  of  an  extraordinary 
case  of  lodgment  of  a  foreign  substance 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  colon,  799. 


Morison's  pills,  another  death  from,  759. 

Morgan,  Mr.  of  Aberdeen,  premium  of 
equal  value  to  tbe  Jacksonian  prize  award- 
ed to,  by  the  College  of  Surgeons,  224. 

Mortality,  comparative,  of  Eugland,  211. 

MoBcati's  pamphlet,  notice  of,  80 ;  extract 
from,  attacking  Dr.  Elliotson,  152;  Dr. 
£.'s  reply,  contradicting  the  statements. 
153. 

Murray,  Dr.  case  in  which  he  tied  the  ab- 
dominal aorta— death  of  the  patient  in 
twenty-three  hours,  68. 

'  observations  by,  on  arsenic,  and 
tbe  readiest  means  of  detecting  it  as  a 
poison,  415. 

Muscle,  nerve,  and  sensation,  a  few  words 
on,  by  Dr.  David  Badbam,  709. 

Muscles,  abdominal,  Mr.  Thomson  on  a  case 
of  spasmodic  motion  of  tbe,  320. 

Muscles,  case  of  poisoning  with,  336. 

Music,  effects  of,  863. 


N. 


Napoleon's  bead,  notice  of  Dr.  Antomarcbi's 
cast  of,  576. 

Negri,  Dr.  on  tbe  employment  of  alkaline 
salts,  in  certain  inflammatoiy  diseases, 
and  of  tbe  urinary  organs,  as  proposed  by 
Mascagni,  713  ;  on  the  comparative 
merits  of  Bellingeri's  and  Sir  C.  Bell's 
writings  and  opinions  on  tbe  functions  of 
tbe  fifth  and  seventh  pair  of  cerebral 
nerves,  749,  784,  845,  881,  913. 

Nerves,  further  observations  by  Mr.  Walker, 
on  the  functions  of  the  fifth  pair  of,  92, 
706 ;  Mr.  Alexander  Shaw  on  the  func- 
lions  of  tbe  fifth  pair  of,  175,  277 ;  Mr. 
J.  W.  Earle  on  the  functions  of  tbe,  275 ; 
Mr.  Swan  on  the  functions  of  tbe,  569, 
880,  915. 

■,  spinal,  Mr.  Swan  on  double  ganglia 
of  some  of  the,  and  on  a  direct  communi- 
cation between  the  spbeno-palatine  and. 
lenticular  ganglia,  848. 

Nervous  system,  Mr.  Alexander  Shaw  on  the 

auestion  of  tbe  originality  of  Sir  C.  Bell's 
iscoveries  in  the,  559 ;  Dr.  Henry  on  tbe 
'  present  state  of  our  knowledge  respecting 
the  physiology  of  tbe,  664,  695 ;  remarks 
by  S.  V.  on  Dr.  Henry's  report  on  the 
physiology  of  the,  754 ;   Dr.  Macartney 
on  tbe  structure  and  functions  of  the,  842. 
Neuralgia,  Mr.  Gillespie  on  cases  of,  734. 
— — — ,  Sir  C.  BsU  on  tbe  means  of 
avoiding  this  affection  in  stumps,  185. 

>,  Mr.  Scott  on  a  severe  case  of. 


successfully  treated,  926. 
Nipples,  supernumerary,  495.   . 

,  excoriated,  Dr.  Jewel  on  tbe  effi- 
cacy of  nitrate  of  silver  in  tbe  treatment 
of,  753. 

>,  sore,  Dr.  Hannay  on  tbe  treatment 


off  by  nitrate  of  silver,  674. 
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tipples,  BsBured,  Mr.  Bowden  on  the  em* 
ployment  of  nitrate  of  silver  io,  719. 

Noble,  Mr.  on  the  connexion  between  the 
uterus  and  placenta,  810. 

Nose,  clinical  observations,  by  Mr.  Cesar 
Hawkins,  on  some  diseases  of  the,  760. 

O. 

Officers,  retired  medical,  claims  of,  to  the 
attention  of  the  parliamentary  committee, 
640. 

Okes,  Mr.  on  dislocation  of  the  cxystalline 
lens.  783. 

Osborne,  Dr.  on  bloodletting  by  the  poly- 
tome  J  57, 

Osteo-sarcoma,  extirpation  of  the  shoulder- 
joint  for,  864. 

Os  uteri,  Dr.  F.  H.  Ramsbotham  on  rigidity 
of  the,  161 ;  disease  of  the,  causing 
rigidity,  163 ',  obliquity  of  the,  169. 

P. 

Parliamentary  medical  report,  the  accuracy 
of  the  statement  of  its  having  been  pre- 
sented to  parliament  questioned,  7S4; 
actual  state  of  the,  759. 

Paralysis,  partial.  Dr.  Bailey  on  a  case  of, 
of  the  face,  348. 

»-^-^— ,  Mr.  Thomson  on  a  case  of,  of  the 
face,  523. 

Pelvis,  Mr.  Thornhill  on  a  case  of  fracture  of 
the,  with  concussion  of  the  brain,  success- 
fully treated,  55. 

Peritonitis,  puerperal.  Dr.  Ward  on  a  case 
of,  with  some  anomalous  symptoms,  ter- 
minating fatally,  815. 

Peritonitis,  partial,  cases  of,  related  by  Dr, 
Arrowsmith,  wiUi  remarks,  87,  130. 

Percy,  the  late  Baron,  bust  of,  in  the  Aca- 
demy of  Medicine,  Paris,  393. 

Perrine,  Dr.  on  the  supposed  efficacy  of 
Peruvian  bark  as  an  antidote  to  arsenic, 
687. 

Periostitis,  Mr.  Leach  on  a  case  of,  from 
rheumatism,  731. 

Perineum,  lacerated,  Mr.  Amott  on  a  case 
of— reunion  by  the  quilled  suture,  337. 

Philip,  Dr.  A.  P.  W.  on  the  uses  of  the 
gastric  juice,  and  the  substitution  of 
voltaic  electricity  for  the  nervous  influ- 
ence, 8  ;  notice  of  the  appointment  of,  as 
a  Fellow  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  833. 

Phillips,  Mr.  George,  on  the  arterialisation 
of  the  foetal  blood,  443,  783. 

Phillips,  Mr.  B.  on  dislocation  of  the  astra- 
galus, 596. 

Phrenology  at  a  discount,  928, 

Physicians,  College  of,  editorial  observations 
on  the  perversion  of  their  power,  917. 

Pills,  the  universal,  composition  of  the,  617. 

Placenta,  Mr.  Hughson  on  the  connexion  of, 
with  the  uterus,  530,  849. 

Placenta  and  funis,  Dr.  Fobmann's  disco- 
very of  lymphatics  in  the,  320. 


Placenta  previa.  Dr.  Rigby  on,  366. 

Plog,  contrivance  for  the  eztractiqn  of  a, 
from  the  nostril,  419. 

,  impacted,  Mr.  Buchanan  on  the  re- 
moval of  a,  from  the  nostril,  538. 

Poisons,  Dr.  Roupell's  illustrationa  of  the 
effects  of,  817. 

Polytome,  Dr.  Osborne  on  bloodletting  by 
the,  57. 

Practitioners,  medical,  Professor  Casper  on 
the  probable  duration  of  life  of,  209. 

Pregnancy,  case  of,  of  one  of  the  fallopian 
tubes,  M.  Clement's  clinique  on,  31. 

— ,  eitra^uterine,  case  of,  terminat- 
ing fatally,  after  twenty-one  months*  dura- 
tion, 830. 

Pritchard's,  Mr.  natural  history  of  animal- 
cules, reviewed,  143. 

Privileges,  exclusive,  the  question  of  the 
power  of  conferring  degrees  being  granted 
to  the  London  University  virtually  settled, 
703. 

Prout,  Dr.  on  urinary  sediments,  641. 

Prolapsus  uteri,  case  of  irreducible,  Mr. 
Ker  on  the  efficacy  of  seoale  cornutum  in, 
604. 

Psoas  abscess,  cases  of,  reported  by  Mr. 
Robinson,  with  remarks,  796. 

Profession,  medical.  Or.  Collins  on  the  pre- 
sent state  and  feelings  of  the,  in  the  pro- 
vinces, and  more  especially  in  Liverpool 
and  its  vicinity,  96,  350,  714,  885. 

Pustule,  malignant,  of  the  tongue,  case  of, 
433. 

Pulse,  Dr.  Arrowsmiih*s  account  of  Profes- 
sor Herring's  experiments  on  the  relatioa 
which  subsists  between  the  number  of  the. 
and  the  velocity  of  the  circulation  of  the 
blood,  745. 


Quackery,  editorial  observations  on  some 
late  achievements  of,  610 ;  on  the  neces- 
sity of  some  legislative  measure  to  cheek 
the  progress  of,  793. 


R. 

Ramsbotham's,  Dr.  F.  H.  lectures  on  the 
theory  and  practice  of  midwifery — §ee 
"  Midwifery,  Dr.  P.  H.  Ramsbotham's 
lectures  on." 

Rectum,  Mr.  Green  on  a  case  of  lithotomy 
by  the,  453 ;  Mr.  Stafford  on  division  q( 
stricture  of  the,  high  up  in  the  gut,  by  a 
new  instrument,  607 ;  Mr.  Robinson  oo 
oases  of  stricture  of  the,  861. 

■  case  of  extensive  and  long-oonti- 

nued  haemorrhage  from  the,  complicated 
with  other  symptoms,  137. 

Reform,  medical,  editorial  observations  on 
the  present  aspect  of  the  question  of,  33 ; 
suggestions  for  the  parliamentary  commit- 
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tee,  by  a  provincial  hospital  aurgeon,  139 ; 
Dr.  Badeley  oq  certain  absard  schemes  of, 
175 ;  editorial  observations  on  the  War- 
bortonian  proceedings  respecting,  531 ; 
on  the  parliamentary  evidence  on,  818, 
854. 

Registration,  parochial,  editorial  observa- 
tions on,  with  reference  to  medical  statis- 
tics, 10«. 

Resemblances,  hereditary,  687. 

Respiration,  Dr.  Stevens  on  the  theory  of,  49. 

■  of    new-bom     children,     Mr. 

Bloxam  on  the,  135. 

Responsibility,  medical,  in  France,  393. 

Retraction,  permanent,  of  the  fingers—the 
affection  shewn  by  Mr.  Windsor  to  have 
been  first  described  by  Messrs.  Cline  and 
Cooper,  442. 

Re-vaccination,  notice  by  M.  Moreaa  of 
cases  in  which  it  had  been  practised,  S24 ; 
results  of  a  series  of  experiments  on,  per- 
formed by  Dr.  Heim,  in  the  Royal  Aca- 
demy of  Wirtemberg,  511. 

Rheumatism,  account  by  Mr.  Leach  of  seve- 
ral cases  of,  treated  by  bark  and  colchi- 
cum,  826. 

Rigby's,  Dr.  midwifery  hospital  reports- 
General  Lying-in  Hospital,  78,  110, 185, 
J5«,  331,  366,  396. 

Roberton,  Mr.  remarks  by,  on  relaxation 
and  descent  of  the  uterus  and  bladder,  in 
the  puerperal  state,  312. 

Robinson,  Mr.  R.  R.  on  a  case  of  haemor- 
rhage from  the  bowels,  137  ;  on  a  case  of 
meningitis,  with  tumor  of  the  brain,  363 ; 
on  ascites  after  parturition,  364 ;  on  ex- 
tensive strumous  abscess  of  the  abdominal 
parietes,  365 ;  case  of  popliteal  aneurism 
cured  by  pressure,  460;  diffuse  femoral 
aneurism,  461 ;  aneurism  of  the  abdomi- 
nal aorta,  communicating  by  two  openings 
with  the  inferior  cava,  462  ;  remarks  on 
the  cases,  463 ;  case  of  incipient  inflam- 
mation of  the  breast,  from  distention  of 
the  lactiferous  tubes,  535 ;  cases  of  mam- 
mary abscess,  ib. ;  remarks,  536 ;  case  of 
diffuse  inflammation,  with  extensive  ab- 
scess and  sloughing,  537 ;  case  of  com- 
pound fracture  of  the  skull,  538 ;  remarks^ 
ib. ;  inflammation  of  the  fascia  of  the  fore- 
arm after  venesection,  649  ;  of  the  fascia 
ofihe  leg,  cured  by  incision  and  pressure, 
650 ;  inflammation  and  suppuration  of  the 
fascia  around  the  right  shoulder-joint,  dis- 
charging spontaneously,    651 ;   case    of, 
after  parturition,  cured  by  incision  and 
bandage,  ib. ;  of  the  fascia  of  the  thigh 
from  a  blow,  cured  by  incision,  gonial 
lotion,  and  pressure,  652  ;  of  the  fascia  of 
the  leg  from  a  rusty  nail,  ib. ;  scrofulous 
inflammation  of  several  joints,  with  snp- 

fiuration,  653 ;  two  cases  of  disease  of  the 
nmbar  vertebra,  arrested  by  issues  and 
position,  729  ;  diseased  spine  and  inter- 
Tertebnd  substance,  with  Cabercles  of  the 


liver,  lungs,  &c.  730 ;  case  of  curvature  of 
the  spine,  combined  with  lumbar  abscess 
and  porrigo  scutellata,  795 ;  case  of  lum- 
bar abscess,  with  slight  curvature  of  the 
spine,  recovered  from,  ib. ;  caries  of  the 
lumbar  vertebre,  796  ;  cases  of  psoas  ab- 
scess, ib. ;  artificial  anus,  succeeding  to 
the  opening  of  an  abscess  in  the  abdomi- 
nal parietes,  859 ;  intestinal  tumor,  with 
hiemorrhage  from  the  rectum,  860;  cases 
of  stricture  of  the  rectum,  861 ;  on  a  case 
of  calculus  vesicae,  the  stone  impacted 
behind  the  pubes,  922 ;  on  cases  of  reten- 
tion of  urine ~ Case  1,  from  abscess  juxta 
anum,  923 ;  Case  2,  during  utero>gesta- 
tion,  with  partial  peritonitis  (?)  and  hys- 
teria, and  in  which  a  catheter  slipped  into 
the  bladder,  924;  Case  3,  with  paralysis 
of  the  lower  extremities,  cured  by  blister- 
ing and  muriated  tincture  of  iron,  925 ; 
Case  4,  with  paralysis  of  the  lower  extre- 
mities, ramolkssement  of  the  medulla  spi- 
nalis, cystitis,  and  phthisis  of  the  right 
lung,  ib. ;  premium  of  equal  value  to 
the  Jacksonion  prize,  awarded  to,  by  the 
College  of  Surgeons,  224. 

Ross,  Mr.  on  a  case  of  obstruction  by  a 
biliary  calculus,  386. 

Roupell  s  Dr.  illustrations  of  the  effects  of 
poisons,  reviewed,  817. 

Royal  Institution,  reports  of  lectures  deli- 
vered at  the  >— Mr.  Hellyer's  description 
of  "  a  day  at  Pompeii,"  80 ;  Dr.  Faraday 
on  the  definite  action  of  electricity,  154  ; 
Mr.  Davidson  on  the  pyramids  of  Egypt, 
192  ;  Dr.'Lardner  on  Babbage's  calculat- 
ing machine,  218;  Dr.  Dalton's  disco- 
veries and  researches,  295  ;  Dr.  Williams 
on  combustion,  327 ;  Dr.  Lardner  on  the 
chemical  notation  of  machinery,  363 ;  Dr. 
Grant  on  the  development  of  the  vertebral 
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